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Chronology  of  "The  Parliamentary  Debates." 


THE  PARLLA.MENTARY  HISTORY  oontainB  all  that  can  be  collected  of  the  Legislative 
ffistory  of  thia  ooontiy  from  the  Conquest  to  the  close  of  the  XVIIIth  Century  (1803),  3d  vols. 
The  cmef  sooroes  whence  these  Debates  are  derived  are  the  Constitational  History,  24  vols.  ; 
Sir  ffimofids  lyEwes'  Journal ;  Debates  of  the  Commons  in  1G20  and  1621 ;  Chandler  and 
Timberland's  Debates,  22  vols. ;  Grey's  Debates  of  the  CommooH,  from  1667  to  1694, 10  vols.  ; 
Almoo**  Debates,  24  vols. ;  Debrett  s  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The  Hardwicke  Papers  ;  Debates  in 
Parliament  by  Dr.  Johnson,  &c.,  &c 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES  commence  with  the  year  1803,  and  the  contents  are 
9et  forth  in  the  following  Chronological  Table  :• 


HISTORY. 

OONQUEST  to  34  GEO.  n.-1066  to  1760. 

Vol.  1  to  15,  1  Will.  I.  to  34  Geo.  II. 
1066-1760 

REiaN  OF  GEOBQE  IIL-1760  to  1820. 

VoL  16  to  35,  1  Geo.  III.  to  40  Geo.  III. 
1760-1800 


(First  Parliament.) 

7ol  35    41  Geo.  HI 1801 

—    36    42        —      1802'  — 


(Sixth  Parliament.) 

VoL  39  &  40.. .59  Geo.  Ill 1819 

—    41  • 60         —      ...  1819-20 

Second  Series, 

BEiaN  OF  GEOBGE  IV.-1820  to  1830 

(Seventh  Parliament.) 


VoL 


(Second  Parliament.)  i 

VoL  36    42  Geo.  Ill 1802-3 


1  to  3.. 

4  &  5.. 

6—  7...  3 

8—  9...  4 

10  —  11...  5 

12  —  13...  6 

14  —  15...  7 


1  Geo.  IV. 

2  — 


1820 
.  1821 
.  1822 
.  1823 
.  1824 
.  1825-6 
.  1826 


DEBATES. 
Pint  Series. 

(Srcond  Parliament — continued,) 

VoL    1    &    2.. .44  Geo.  HI 1803  4 

—  3  to    5.. .45         —       1805 

—  6   &    7. ..46         —       1806 


(Third  Parliamrnt.) 

VoL 

8  &    9.. .47    Geo.  Ill 

(Fourth  Parliament.) 

..1806-7 

Vd. 

9  to  11. ..48   Gw).  Ill 

..1807-8 

— 

12  — 14.. .49         —      .... 

..    1809 

— 

15  — 17.. .50         —      .... 

..    1810 

— 

18  — 20.. .51         —      ... 

1810-11 

21— 23.. .52         —      .... 
(Fifth  Parliamrnt.) 

..    1812 

VoL 

24  to  26.. .53  Geo.  III.  ... 

1812-13 

— 

27  &  28.. .54         —       ... 

1813-14 

— 

29  to  31. ..55         —       ... 

1814-15 

— 

32  — 34.. .66         —      .... 

..    1816 

— 

36  &  36...57         —      .... 

..    1817 

— 

37  — 38.. .58         —      .... 

..    1818 

1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 


(Eighth  Parliabient.) 

Vol.  16    7  Geo.  IV 

—  17    8        —      .... 

—  18  &  19...  9         —      .... 

—  20— 21. ..10         —      .... 

—  22  to  25. ..11         —       .... 

Third  Set  leg. 

REIGN  OF  WILLIAM  IV.-1830  to  1887 

(Ninth  Paruament.) 
VoL    1    to    3...  1  Will,  rV. 1830-1 

(Tenth  Parliament.) 
VoL    4  to    8...  2  Will.  IV.  1831 

—  9—14...  3         —        1832 

(Eleventh  Parliament.) 

VoL  15  to  20...  4  Will.  IV 1833 

—  21  —  25...  5    —   1834 

(Twelfth  Paruament.) 

VoL  26  to  30...  6  Will.  IV 1835 

_  31_  35...  7         —       1836 

—  36—  38..  8         ~       1837 
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REIGN   OF  VIOTOBIA-1837  to  1901. 

(Thirteenth  Parliament.) 

VoL  39  to  44...  1  ViCTORU  1838 

—  46—  50...  2        —        1839 

^  51  —  55...  3        —        1840 

^  56—  58...  4        —  (a)  1841 

(Fourteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  59    4  Victoria    (b)  1841 

—  60  to   65...  5  —        1842 

_  66—  71...  6  -          1843 

_  72—  76...  7  —         1844 

—  77—  82...  S  —        1845 

_  83—  88...  9  —         1846 

_  89  —  94.. .10  —  (a)  1847 

(FlFi-EENTH  PaRUAMENT.) 

VoL    95   10  Victoria  (b)  1847 

^-.   96  to  101. ..11    —    1848 

—  102 -107. ..12    —    1849 

—  108  -113.. .13    —    1850 

—  114  -118.. .14    —    1851 

—  119— 122.. .15    —  (a)  1852 

(Sixteenth  Parliament.) 

VoL  123    15  Victoria  (b)  1852 

—  124  to  129.. .16    -    1853 

—  130— 135.. .17    —    1854 

—  136— 139.. .18    —    1855 

__  140— 143.. .19    —    1856 

—  144  20    —  (a)  1857 

(Seventeenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  145  to  147. ..20  Victoria     (b)  1857 

—  148—151  ..21         —         1858 

^   152— 153.. .22        —  (a)  1859 

(Eighteenth  Papjjlament.) 

VoL  154  to  155.. .22  Victoria  (b)  1859 

—  156— 160.. .23  —  1860 

—  161  -164.. .24  —  1861 

—  165— 168.. .25  —  1862 

~  169— 172. ..26  —  1863 

__  173— 176. ..27  —  1864 

—  177  —180.. .28  —  1865 

(Nineteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  181  to  184... 29  ViCTORU 1866 

—  185— 189. ..30        —         1867 

—  190— 193. ..31         —        ...1867-8 

(Twentieth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  194  to  198.. .32  Victoria  ...  1868-9 

—  199— 203.. .33    —  1870 

—  204— 208.. .34    —  1871 

—  209  — 213...35    —  1872 

—  214 --217... 36    —  1873 


(Twenty-First  Parliament.) 

Vol.  218  to  221. ..37  Victoria    1874 

—  222— 226.. .38    —    1875 

—  227— 231. ..39    —    1876 

—  232— 236.. .40    —    1877 

_  237— 242.. .41    —    1878 

—  243— 249.. .42    —  ...1878-9 

—  250  &  251.  ..43    —  (a)  1880 

(Twenty-Second  Paruament.) 

VoL  252  to  256.. .43  Victoria  (b)  1880 

-        1881 

-  (a)  1882 

-  (b)  1882 


—  257— 265.. .44 

—  266— 273... 45 
•—   274  &  275... 45 


—  276  to  283.. 

—  284—292.. 

—  293—301.. 


.46 
,47 

.48 


.1883 

...1884 
1884-5 


(Twenty-Third  Parliament.) 

Vol.  302  to  307. . .49  Victoria     (a)  1886 

(Twenty-Fourth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  308  &  309.. .49  Victoria  (b)  1886 

—  310to321...50        —        1887 

—  322— 332. ..51         —         1888 

—  333— 340.. .52         —         1889 

—  341 —348. ..53        —         1890 

_.   349  —356... 54         -  ...  1890-1 

Fourth  Series. 

(Twenty-Fourth  Parliament — cotU.) 
Vol.      1  to     6.. .55  Victoria  1892 

(Twenty-Fifth  Parliament.) 

Vol.     7    56  Victoria  1892 

—  8  to  21. ..57        —         ...  1893-4 

—  22—  29.. .57        —         1894 

—  30—  35.. .58         —         1895 

(Twenty-Sixth  Parliament.) 

VoL  36    59  Victoria  1895 

—  37  to  44. ..59  —  ...  1895-6 
_  45—  52.. .60  —  1897 

—  53—  65. ..61  —  1898 

—  66—  76. ..62  —  1899 

—  77    63  —  1899 

_  78—  83. ..63  —  190O 

_  84    ...    63&64  —  1900 

_  85—  87. ..64  —  1900 

(Twenty-Seventh  Parlloient.) 
VoL  88  64  Victorl^      190O 

BBIGN  OF  EDWABD  VII. 

(Twenty-Seventh  Parliament — coru.) 

Vol.  89 1  Edward  VIL...1901 

—  90  to  100    1        —  ...1901 

—  101     ...     1  &2    —  ...1902 

—  102  to  117    2        —  ...190- 

—  118  to  127    3        —  ...1903 
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HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
OF  STATE,  Etc. 


THE  CABINET. 

Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Lord  Privy  Seal Rt  Hon.  Abtaub  J. 

Balfour. 

Tiord  President  of  the  Conncil His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Dsvonshirb,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor BL  Hon.  Earl  of  Halsbuby. 

Seeretariee  of  State 

Foreign  Affairs Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  K.6. 

Home  Department Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers  Douglas,  M.P. 

Colonial Rt  Hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  M.P. 

War Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John  Brodrick,  M.P. 

India Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton,  M.P. 

Chancellor  of  the  Excheouer Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  T.  Ritchie,  M.P. 

Pint  Lord  of  the  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Selbornb. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Lord  ASHBOUBNE. 

Proudeut  of  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  W.  Balfour,  M.P. 

Postmaster-General Rt  Hon.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Secretary  for  Scotland Rt  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board Rt.  Hon.  Walter  H.  Long,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Onslow. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Education The  Most  Noble  the  Marquess  of  LoNDONDERRr. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland Rt  Hon.  George  Wyndham,  M.P. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury- Sir  A.  Acland-Hood,  Bt,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury Son.  Arthur  D.  Elliot,  M.P. 

Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education Sir  William  Anson,  Bt,  MP. 

Secretary  to  the  Admiralty Hugh  O.  Arnold-Forster,  Esq.,  M.P. 

•  fH.  T.  Anstruther,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Lords  of  the  Treasury {  Hon.  Ailwyn  Pellowes,  M.P. 

(H.  W.  PORSTER,  Esq.,  M.P. 

^ Admiral  Lord  W.  T.  Kerr,  K.C.B. 
Admir^  Sir  John  FiSHEB,  G.C.B. 
Rear- Admiral  W.  H.  May,  M.  V.O. 
Rear- Admiral  John  Dubnford,  C.B.,  D.S.O. 

Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty E.  G.  Prbttman,  Esq.,  M.P. 

P^iamentary  Secretary,  Foreign  Office Lord  Cranbobne,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Home  Office Hon.  T.  H.  Cochrane,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Colonial  Office His  Grace  the  D»ike  of  Marlborough. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  India  Office Rt.  Hpn.  Ear  1  Percy,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  War  Office— —Kt  Hon.  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 

hu-liamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade A.  Bovab  Law,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board J.  Grant  Lawson,  Efen .,  \f .  P. 

Fmancial  Secretary,  War  Office Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 

Attorney-General Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  K.C,  M.P. 

SoUcUor-General Rt  Hon.  Sir  E.  Carson,  K.C,  M.P. 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Dudley. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster Rt  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Walrond,  Bt,  M.P. 

Fust  Commissioner  of  Works Rt  Hon.  Lord  Windsor. 
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vi  HIS  MAJESTY^  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STATE^^Cant.) 

OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  STATE 

Judge  Advocate-General Rt.  Hon.  Sir  F.  H.  Jkuns,  K.C.B.,  President  Pix»l>ate,  Divorce,  and 

Admiralty  Division. 

liord  Chamberlain Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  CLARENDON. 

Vice-Chamberlain Sir  A.  AclandHood,  Bt.,  M.P, 

)x)rd  Steward Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgombby,  G.C  V.O, 

Master  of  the  Horse His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  K.G.,  G.C.V.O. 

)*ay master-General His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborouoh. 

Comptroller  of  the  Household Visoount  Valentia,  M.P. 

Treasurer  of  the  Household ^Victor  C.  W.  Cavkndisu,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Master  of  the  Buokhounds Right  Hon.  Lord  Cubsham. 

Captain  Yeomen  of  the  Guard— Rt  Hon.  Earl  Waldkorave. 
/Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Kintorb,  G.C.M.G. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Denbigh. 

Rt  Hon.  Lord  Churchill,  K.C.V.O. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Hows. 

Rt.  Hon.  Ix>rd  Lawrenob. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Baoot. 

Rt  Hon.  Lord  Soffield,  G.C.V.O.,  K.C.B. 
^  Rt  Hon.  Lord  Kenton. 

'  SCOTLAND. 

Secretary  for  Scotland  and  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  op  BuRiiKiou. 

Lord  Justice-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  B.  Balfour. 

Lord  Advocate Rt.  Hon.  A.  Graham  Murray,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Lord  Justice  Clerk Rt  Hon.  Lord  Kinsburgh,  C.B. 

Lord  Clerk  Register His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Commissioner Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Levkn  and  Mklville. 

Solicitor-General Charles  Soott  Dickson,  Ewi.,  K.C.,  M.P. 

ffiELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Dudley. 

Lord  Chancellor Rt  Hon.  Lord  Ashbourne. 

Chief  Secretary Rt  Hon.  George  Wyndham,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary Sir  Antony  McDonnell. 

Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction President:  The  Rt  Hon.  the  CiiiKK 

Secretary  for  Ireland  ;  Vice-President :  Bt  Hon.  Horace  Plunkbtt. 

Attorney -General Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson,  K.C,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General J.  H.  M.  Campbell,  Esq.,  K.C  ,  M.P. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Chairman  of  Committees Rt.  Hon.  E;irl  of  MoriLKV. 

Clerk  of  Parliaments Sir  Henry  J.  L.  Graham,  K.CB. 

Deputy  Clerk  of  Parliamenls  (Clerk  Ai-aisUnt) Hon.  E.  P.  Thksiger,  C.B. 

Readiue-Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committees Edward  Hall  Alderson,  Eeq. 

Counsel  to  the  Chairman  of  Committees Albert  Gray,  Esq. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Public  Bills A.  Harrison,  VIbi\. 

Senior  Clerks 

Peeni*  Printed  Paper  Office C.  L.  Anstruther,  Esq. 

Principal    Clerk,    Judicial    Department,    and    Taxing    Officer  of  Judicial    Costs J.    F. 

Skene,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  A.  Leigh,  Eso. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Committees J.  F.  Symok8  Jeuxb,  Esq. 

Other  Clerks W.  H.  Hamilton  Gordon,  Es<|.  ;   Hon.   A.   McDonnell  ;  A.   H.   Robi»OxN, 

Esq.  (Clerk  of  Pr  vate  Bills) ;  H.  P.  St.  John,  Esq. ;  V.   M.  Biddulph,  Esq.  :  Hon.  E.  A. 

Stonor;  H.    J.    F.    Badeley,    Escj.  ;   C.   Headijim,    Esq.;  J.  B.   Hotham,  Esq.;   E.  C. 

Vigors,  Esq. ;  A.  Tennyson.  Esq.  ;  and  G.  D.  Luard,  Esq. 

Accountant  and  Copyist Mr.  T.  A.  Court. 

Assistant  Copyists Mr.  H.  P.  Norris  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Court. 

iMessencers Messrs.   A.   A.  Worfell,   C.   E.  Chizi.ktt,   A.    M.   Stoll,   J.  W.  F.    Locke, 

J.  McMillan,  G.  Bennett,  G.  T.  Philip. 

Librarian S.  Arthur  Strong,  Esq. 

Assistant  Librarian A.  H.  M.  Butler,  Esq. 

Attendant Mr.  W.  Worfeij.. 

Kxamiuei-8  for  SUnding  Orders C.  W.  Campion,  Esq. ;  J.  F.  Symons  Jkune,  Esq.  ;  Clei  k 

B.  H.  Fell,  Esq. 

(ientleman  Usher  of  tlie  Black  Rod Gen.  Sir  MICHAEL  A.  S  BiDDULi'H,  G.C.B. 

Yeoman  Usher Captain  T.  D.  Butler. 

Serjeant-at-Arms Lt.-CoL  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Fleet^^ood  L  Edwards,  G.C.V.O.,  K.O.B. 

Deputy  Serjeant-at-Arms — -S.  Hand,  Esq. 
Resident  Superintendent J   K.  Williams,  Esq. 
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Sir  Edward  Levy-Lawson,  Baronet,  having  been  created  Baron  Burnham  of 
Hall  Bam,  in  the  parish  of  Beaconsfield,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham,  was 
(in  the  usual  manner)  introduced       1 

Michael  Biddulph,  Esquire,  having  been  created  Baron  Biddulph  of  Ledbury, 

in  the  county  of  Herefonl,  was  (in  the  usual  manner)  introduced 1 

GborQe  Thomas  John  Sotheron-Estcourt,  Esquire,  having  been  created 
Baron  Estcourt  of  Estcourt,  in  the  parish  of  Shipton-Moyne,  in  the  county 
of  Gloucester,  and  of  Darrington  in  the  West  Riding  of  the  County  of 
York,  was  (in  the  usual  manner)  introduced 1 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  Railway  Bill.— Read  3%  with  the  Amend- 
ments; further  Amendments  made;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons  1 

Ireland  Development  Orant  BiU ;  Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill;  Lerwick  Harbour  Improvements  Act,  1877,  Amend- 
ment Order  Confirmation  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Commons        2 

Lanarkshire  Tramwavs  Order  Confirmation  BiU  [H.L.].--Returned  from 
the  Commons  agreed  to  

South  Shields  Corporation  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to  

East  Ham  Improvement  Bill.— Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to,  with  an  Amendment;  the  said  Amendment 
considered  and  agreed  to         2 

Wick  and  Palteney  Harbours  Order  Confirmation  Bill— Read  3*  (accord- 
ing to  Order),  and  passed 2 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [No.  195J ; 
Lerwick  Harbour  mpiovements  Act,  1877,  Amendment  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill  [No.  1961.-— Read  1*  ;  to  be  printed,  and  (pursuant  to  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899)  deemed  to  have  been  read  2* 
(I'hf  Lord  Balfour) ;  ami  reported  from  the  Committee  ;  and  to  be  read  3» 

r       on  Monday  next  •••         2 
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dated  1st  August,  1903,  between  the  Admiralty  and  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  the  International  Mercantile  Marine  Company  and  the  Oceanic  Steam 
Navigation  Company,  Limited,  Frederick  L^yland  and  Company,  1900, 
Limited,  the  British  and  North  Atlantic  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
Limited,  the  Mississippi  and  Dominion  Steamship  Company,  Limited,  the 
Atlantic  Transport  Uompany,  Limited,  and  the  International  Navigation 
Company,  Limited        3 

Public  Records  (Ireland).— Thirty-fifth  report  of  the  Deputy-Keeper  of  the 

Records,  for  the  year  1902      3 

Sea  Fisheries  (England  and  Wales). — Seventeenth  annual  report  of  the 

inspectors,  for  1902      •••         3 

Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  (England  and  Wales).— Forty-second 

annual  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  (England  and  Wales)  for  1902         3 

R.viLWAY  Accidents.— General  r?port  to  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  the  accidents 
that  have  occurred  on  the  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
year  1902. 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  3 

Post  Office  Sites  Bill. — Reported,  without  Amendment,  and  committed 

to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-moiTow       4 

Ireland  Development  Grant  Bill. — Read  1» ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be 

TedA^'^UymovYoyf.— {The  Earl  of  Denbigh,)    (No.  194.)      4 

The   Standing   Orders. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  {The  Earl  of  Morley)  4 

Moved,  "That  the  Standing  Orders  be  amended  as  follows — 

*  New  Standing  Order :  25c.  Where,  under  the  powers  of  any 
Bill,  any  water  may  be  taken,  collected,  or  impound*  d  for  the  purpose 
of  a  water  supply,  the  Promoters  shall,  on  or  before  the  30th 
November,  deposit  at  the  Office  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
also  at  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  an  Ordnance  map 
on  the  scale  of  6  inches  to  a  mile,  showing  by  a  distinguishing  mark 
the  position  of  each  reservoir,  well,  conduit,  or  other  work  proposed 
to  be  authorised  by  the  Bill ;  and  where  the  proposed  source  of  supply 
is  a  river,  stream,  or  lake,  an  Ordnance  map  on  the  scale  of  not  less 
than  1  inch  to  a  mile,  showing  by  a  clearly  marked  line  the  catch- 
ment area  or  gathering  ground  from  which  the  waters  are  derived. 
Where,  under  the  powers  of  any  Bill,  it  is  proposed  to  supply 
with  wat<3r  any  area  not  previously  included  within  the  Promoters' 
limits  of  supply,  the  Prompters  shall  similarly  deposit  an  Ordnance 
map  on  the  scale  of  1  inch  to  a  mile,  showing  respectively  the  existing 
limits  of  supply  and  the  area  proposed  to  be  added  thereto. 
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*29.  Where,  under  the  powera  of  &ny  Bill,  any  work  is  in- 
t'ended  to  be  made,  maintained,  varied,  extended,  or  enlarged,  or  any 
lands  or  houses  may  be  taken  or  used  compulsorily,  ot  an  indprove- 
ment  charge  may  be  imposed,  a  copy  of  so  much  of  the  said  plans 
and  sections  as  relates  to  any  of  the  areas  hereinafter  mentioned, 
together  with  a  copy  of  so  much  of  the  book  of  reference  as  relates 
to  such  area,  shall,  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  November,  be  de- 
posited with  the  officer  respectively  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  to 
say,  in  the  case  of— (a?)  Any  parish  in  England  or  Wales  comprised 
in  a  nirAl  district  ahd  not  having  a  pirish  council,  with  the  chair- 
man of  the  parish  meeting  and  with  the  clerk  of  the  district  council. 

*  9^1,  No  petition  praying  to  be  heard  upon  the  merits  a^inst 
any  Local  Bill  or  Pi-ovi^io.ial  Order  Confirmation  Bill  ori^natmg  in 
this  House  shall  he  received  by  this  House  unless  the  same  is  presented 
by  being  deposited  in  the  Private  Bill  Office  before  three  o'dock  in  the 
afternoon,  in  the  case  of  Local  Bills  on  or  before  the  19th  Febmary, 
and  in  the  cases  of  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bills  or  Bills  pre- 
sented on  petition  and  originating  in  this  House,  o  i  or  before  the 
seventh  da^'  after  the  day  on  which  such  Bill  has  been  read  a  secon'l 
time. 

*  105a.  WTiere  any  body  of  persons  coiporate  or  unincorporato 
sufficiently  representing^a  particular  trade,  business,  or  interest  in  any 
district  to  which  any  Railway  Bill  relates,  petition  against  the  Bill, 
alleging  that  such  trade,  business,  or  interest  will  be  injuiiously 
affected  by  the  rates  and  fares  proposed  to  be  authorised  by  the  Bill, 
it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  is 
referred,  if  they  think  fit,  to  hear  the  petitioners  or  their  counsel  or 
agents  and  witnesses  on  such  allegation  against  the  Bill,  or  any  part 
thereof,  or  against  the  rates  and  fares  proposed  to  be  authorised  by 
the  same. 

"  105/*.  Where  the  council  of  any  administrative  county  or 
county  borough  or  being  a  Joint  Committee  of  Councils  of  adminis- 
trative counties  or  county  boroughs  petition  against  a  Bill,  alleging 
that  such  county  or  county  borough  or  some  part  thereof  will  be 
injuriously  affected  by  the  Bill,  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Select 
Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  is  referred,  if  they  think  fit,  to  hear  such 
petitioners  or  their  counsel  or  agents  and  witnesses  on  such  allegation 
against  the  Bill  or  any  part  thereof.' " — (The  Earl  of  Morley.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Standing  Orders  amended  accordingly,  and  to  be  printed   as  amended. 
(No.  197.) 

Irish  Land  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

[The  Earl  of  Morley  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1. 

Lord  Clonbrock       G 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  Commission '  to  insert  the 
words  *in  the  case  of  a  holding  exceptionally  circumstanced.'  "— (Lort/ 
Clonbrock.) 

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)        ...         ...  7 

The  Earl  of  Dun/raven         ...  ...  8 

The  Earl  of  Westmeafh      ^ 

The  ISecretary  of  StaU  far  F(yrei(/n  Affairs  {The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme)  ...  9 
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Lord  CUmbrock       10 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  {Lord  Ashbourne) 11 

The  Earl  ojlhmraven     12 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided : — Contents,  58 ;  Not-Contents,  59. 

Lord  Clmbrock      13 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  10,  after  the  word  'aforesaid'  to  insert  the 
words  'provided  that  if  any  person  interested  in  the  estate  makes 
application  to  the  Land  Commission  in  the  prescribed  manner,  the 
order  sanctioning  the  advance  shall  set  forth  the  specific  grounds 
for  dealing  with  the  case  under  this  sub-section  instead  of  under  the 
foregoing  proWsions  of  this  section/  " — {Lord  Cionhrock.) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire      13 

Lord  CUmbrock       U 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 14 

Lord  Ashbourne      15 

Lord  Inchiquin       15 

Lord  Maenaghien 16 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire      16 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided: — Contents,  61 ;  Not-Contents,  61. 

The  Earl  of  Dunraven        17 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  10,  after  the  word  '  aforesaid '  to  insert  as  a  new 
sub-section  the  words,  *  If  by  agreement  between  the  owner  of  an 
estate  and  the  tenants  the  whole  number  of  tenants  on  any  estate 
are  willing  to  purchase  at  a  sum,  which  in  the  aggregate  if  payable 
in  purchase  annuities  represents  a  reduction  of  not  less  than  10  nor 
more  than  30  per  cent,  per  annum  below  the  existing  rent,  the  Land 
Commission  shall  sanction  the  advance  and  shall  apportion  the 
amounts  payable  according^  to  the  terms  of  agreement  between  the 
owner  and  the  individual  tiwiants.'" — (The  Earl  of  Dunraven,) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire      *.         ...       19 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 
Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  2. 

The  Earl  of  Westmeath      20 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  person '  to  insert  the  words 
'  and  provided  also  that  the  provision  of  this  paragraph  shall  not  apply 
to  any  holding  which,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1903,  was  in  the 
occupation  of  a  tenant.*" — {T/ie  Earl  of  WeMmeatk) 

Lord  Ardiiaun        ...  21 

Lord  Barrymore     ...         ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  21 

The  Marquess  of  Lan'downe  22 

The  Earl  of  Creioe 25 

Lord  Clonbrocf^       ...         ,.,         25 
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The  Earl  of  Danraoen       26 

Lord  B6bert9(m       27 

Earl  Spencer  ...         28 

The  Earl  of  Danoughmore ...  29 

The  Earl  of  JVestmeath      ...  30 

The  Presideni  of  the  Board  of  Education  (The  Marquess  of  Londonderry) ...  31 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided  :— Contents,  61 ;  Not-Contents,  71. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmare 33 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  and  adjacent  to,  or 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  estate.' " — (The  Earl  of  Domughnwre,) 

The  Dvke  of  Devonshire      35 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Belnuyre  36 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  3,  line  26,  after  the  word  *him,'  to  iiisort  the  word^  *or 
to  a  person  nominated  by  the  Land  Coniiuissiou  as  hi.s  represo;itative/ 
and  in  line  27,  after  the  word  *  resold,'  to  inseit  the  words  *  to  the 
owner  or  his  representative  as  aforesaid.'" — {The  Earl  of  Belmore.) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 37 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

The  Duke  of  Ma/nchester     , 37 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  3,  line  36,  leave  out  Sub-section  3." — {The  Duke  of 
Manchester.) 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotone  38 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Belmore  38 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  40,  to  leave  out  the  words,  *  to  the  vendor.'  " — 
{The  Earl  of  Belnuyre.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Belmore  39 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  it,'  to  insert  the  following 
new  sub-section — *(5)  Any  advance  made  to  a  vendor  under  this 
section  for  the  re-purchase  by  him  of  any  land  may  include  the  re- 
purchase of  any  mansion,  dwelling-house,  or  other  buildings  thereon." 
—{The  Earl  of  Belmmc.) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


xiv  TABLE   OF   CONTENTS. 

A^.  6.]  Page 

Lwd  Ashbourne      ...       39 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Dunboyne       40 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  it  *  to  insert  the  following  new 
*  sub-section—*  (5)  In  estimating  the  amount  which  may  be  advanced 
under  this  section  for  the  re-purchase  by  tha  vendor  of  any  demesne 
or  other  land,  and  any  mansion  or  dwelling-house  or  other  buildings 
thereon,  the  Land  Commission  may  take  into  account  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  purchase-money  of  the  holdings  and  other  parcels  of 
land  sold  by  the  same  vendor,  or  by  his  predecessors  in  title,  under 
this  Act.' " — (Lord  Dunboyne,) 

Lord  Ashbourne      40 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  it,'  to  insert  the  following 
new  sub-section :  *  (5)  If  the  owner  of  any  demesne,  or  other  land 
subject  to  settlement  and  sold  to  the  Land  Commission,  does  not 
re-purchase  the  same  within  the  prescribed  time,  the  Land  Commission 
may  make  an  advance  imder  this  section  to  the  trustees  of  the  settle- 
ment, and  in  such  case  the  land  resold  shall  be  held  subject  to 
the  trusts  of  the  settlement.' " — {2'he  Earl  of  Donoughmore,) 

The  jDuke  of  Devonshire 41 

On  Question,  sub-section,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lord  Inchiqnin        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...         ...       41 

Amendment  moved,  "  To  insert  the  following  new  clause  : 

*  Where  the  tenant  of  a  holding  desires  to  sell  his  interest  in  the 
whole  or  any  part  thereof,  and  the  landlord  desires  to  purchase  the 
same,  the  Land  Commission  may  advance  to  the  landlord  the  purchase 
money  thereof  on  the  same  terms  as  to  amount  and  repayment  as  are 
provided  in  this  Act  respecting  advances  to  tenants  for  the  purchase  of 
their  holdings.'  " — {Lord  Inchiquin. ') 

The  Earl  of  Crewe 42 

Lord  Castletown       ...         .  ...  42 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme  ...         43 

Earl  Spencer  ; . .         ...         ...  43 

2^he  Earl  of  Donoughmore ...         ...         . . . '       44 

The  Duke  of  Dewmshire      45 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 
Clause  4  agreed  to.        . 

Clause  5. 

Lord  Monteagle  of  Brandon  •• 45 

Lord  Ashbourne       ..       45 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 
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Clause  6. 

Lord  Oranmore  and  Browne  46 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  pa^e  5,  to  leave  out  Sub-sections  4  and  5  and  insert  the 
words :  *  (4)  Where  the  owner  of  an  estate  makes  an  application  in 
the  prescribed  manner  under  this  clause,  the  Land  Commission  may 
certify  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  the  purchase  and  re-sale '  of  the 
estate  are  desirable,  in  view  of  the  wants  and  circumstances  of 
the  tenants,  then  such  an  estate  shall  be  considered  a  '^  congested 
estate/'  and  thereupon  the  Land  Commission  may  purchase  the  estate 
for  a  price  to  be  agreed  upon,  and,  in  such  case,  the  condition  in  this 
section  as  to  re-sale  without  prospect  of  loss  may  be  relaxed  to  such 
an  extent  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant  may  determine.  Provided  always 
that  no  estate  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  ''  congested  estate,"  unless  half 
the  area  thereof  consists  of  holdings  not  exceeding  £b  in  rateable 
value,  or  of  mountain  or  bog  land,  or  not  less  than  a  quarter  of  the 
area  of  which  is  held  in  rundale,  or  intermixed  plots.'" — {Lord 
Orcmmore  and  Brovme,) 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdoione  ...  47 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  6  agreed  to. 
Clause  7  . 

Lord  Dunboyne       47 

Amendment  moved — 

**In  page  5,  line  21,  after  *  1858' to  insert  the  words,  *and  to 
which  the  provisions  of  Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896  apply.' " — {Lord 
Dwnhoyne,) 

LordAshboume     48 

Lord  Castletown      ...       49 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Chnbrock       49 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  37,  after  the  word  *  offer,'  to  insert  the  words 
*and  the  amount  of  purchase  money  therefor.'  In  line  39,  after  the 
word  '  Commission,'  to  insert  the  words  '  and  the  amount  of  purchase 
money  therefor.'  In  line  40,  after  the  first  word  *  the,'  to  insert  the 
word  '  total.'  "—(Lord  Clonbrock,) 

The  Ihtke  of  Devonshire      ...        , 49 

Lord  Castletown      ... 49 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Clauses  7  to  10  agreed  to. 

Clause  11. 

The  Duke  of  Ahercom        50 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  7,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  the  foregoing  pro- 
visions,' and  insert  the  words  *  Sub^section  1  of  Section  1 .'  ''-^{The 
Duke  of  Ahercom,) 
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The  Duke  of  Devonshire     

TheDukeof'Abercom        

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Clause  11  agreed  to. 

Clause  12. 

Lord  MorUeagle  of  Brandon  

Clause  12  agreed  to. 
Clause  13. 

The  Earl  of  Dorwughviore 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  8,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  1  and  insert  the  following 
new  sub-sections:  *(l)  Where  any  land  is  sold  under  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts,  all  sporting  rights  shall,  after  the  sale,  in  default  of  any 
agreement  to  the  contrary,  and  subject  to  the  subsequent  provisions 
of  this  Act,  remain  vested  in  the  persons  in  whom  the  same  were 
vested  in  like  manner  as  the  same  were  held  immediately  prior  to  the 
sale  of  the  said  land,  and  for  the  same  interests,  but  suDJect  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Ground  Game  Act,  1880.  (2)  The  tenant  shall  bo 
at  liberty,  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the  land,  to  transfer  to  the  vendor, 
by  agreement,  any  such  rights  as  shall  be  at  that  date  vested  in  him, 
upon  any  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon.  (3)  In  default  of  any 
such  agreement  between  the  tenant  and  the  vendor,  all  sporting  rights, 
save  those  already  vested  in  the  vendor,  shall  go  to  and  be  vested  in  the 
Land  Commission,  and  the  Land  Commission  shall  offer  the  same  for 
sale  or  letting  in  the  first  place  to  the  vendor  of  the  estate ;  and  in 
case  the  vendor  shall  refuse  to  purchase  same,  then  the  Land  Commis- 
sion may  deal  with  same  as  they  may  think  fit.  (4)  Where  a  sale 
has  taken  place  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  of  holdings  or  an  estate, 
and  the  purchase  agreement  provides  that  the  sporting  rights  shall 
belong  to  the  vendor,  or  where  the  sporting  rights  vest  in  the  Land 
Commission  under  this  Act,  there  shall  be  vested  in  the  vendor  or  the 
Land  Commission,  and  their  respective  successors  and  assigns,  the 
right  [of  sporting  upon  and  over  such  holdings  or  estate,  together  with 
the  right  to  enter  on  said  lands  to  take  all  necessary  steps  for  the  due 
preservation  of  game  and  fish  thereon,  and]  to  prosecute  trespassers 
in  pursuit  of  game  or  fish  thereon,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  they 
were  the  legal  occupier  of  the  land,  and  for  all  such  purposes  they 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  such  occupier.' " — {The  Earl  of  Donoughrrwre,) 

The  Earl  of  Dunraven 

Lord  Massy  

The  Duke  of  Abercorn 
The  Marquess  of  Lansdotime 
The  Marquess  of  Ripon 

Earl  Stanhope        

Lord  Castleioum      

Lord  Clonbrock 

Lord  Ashbourne      

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Motley 
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Ame!idmeiit  moved — 

'*  In  page  8,  line  6,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  in  default  of  any 
such  agreement  between  the  tenants  and  the  vendor  all  sporting 
rights  save  those  already  vested  in  the  vendor  shall  go  to  and  be 
vested  in  the  Land  Commission,  and  the  Land  Commission  may  deal 
with  the  same  subject  to  any  regulations  which  may  be  made  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant' " — {The  Marquess  of  Lansdowiie,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  moved — 

"In  page  8,  line  4,  to  leave  out  the  word  landlord*  and 
insert  the  word  *  vendor/  line  5,  leave  out  the  word  *  tenant '  where- 
ever  that  word  occurs  and  insert  the  word  *  purchaser.'  Line  6,  to 
leave  out  the  word  *  landlord '  and  insert  the  word  *  vendor.'  ''—{The 
Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughwore     68 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  8,  line  8,  after  the  word  *land'  to  insert  the  words  *and 
the  word  "  game  "  shall  for  all  purposes  be  construed  according  to  the 
definition  thereof  in  any  existing  Act  of  Parliament.'  " — {The  Earl  of 
Donoughwore.) 

Lord  Ashbourne      69 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdmwn. 

Lard  Castletown      69 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  8,  line  10,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  or '  to  the  word 

•  estate '  in  line  11.'  "—{Lord  Castletoim.) 

Lord  Ashbourne      70 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

TJu  Earl  of  Dunraven       70 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  8,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  estate '  to  insert  the  words 

*  unless  the  owner  of  the  estate,  with  the  consent  of  the  tenants  and 
the  Land  Commission,  shall  have  arranged  otherwise.'"— (7%«  Earl  of 
Ihmraven.) 

Lord  Ashlourne      70 

The  Earl  of  Dwnraven       71 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved  — 

"  In  page  8,  line  13,  after  the  word  *  on '  to  insert  the  words  *or 
under.' " — {Tlw  Dul:^  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Lord  CasUetown      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       71 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  pace  8,  line  15,  after  the  word  *  Parliament'  to  insert  the 
words  *  provided  that  the  Land  Commission  may  acquire  upon  such 
terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon  and  may  be  sanctioned  by  the  Treasury 
any  such  rights  of  mining  and  taking  minerals  on  any  estate  which  is 
being  sold  by  an  owner  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts.'" — {Lm-d 
CasUetovm.) 

Loi'd  Ashbouime      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       72 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  8,  line  20,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  Crown '  to  the 
end  of  Sub-section  3,  and  insert  the  words  *  Provided  also  that  where 
any  such  right  reserved  to  the  Land  Commission  under  this  sub-section 
is  at  any  time  hereafter  let,  leased,  sold,  or  demised  by  them,  the 
vendor  (or  the  person  who  would  have  been  entitled  thereto  if  the 
lands  had  not  been  sold)  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  50  per  cent,  of  any 
rent,  purchase  money,  or  other  net  profit  received  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission in  respect  of  same,  unless  the  Land  Commission  shall  have 
purchased  from  the  person  entitled  to  such  percentage  his  interest 
therein,  and  the  Land  Commission  may  purchase  such  interest  at  any 
time  on  such  terms  as  maybe  sanctioned  by  the  Treasury.*" — {The 
Earl  of  Donwighmore.) 

Lord  Ashliourm      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       73 

Lord  Castletown      74 

On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Dunraven        74 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  8,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  the  first  mentioned  ' 
and  insert  the  words  *any  such.'" — {Ths  Earl  of  Dnnravau) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Clause  13,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  14. 

Ijyi'd  Monteagle  of  Brandon  75 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  8,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  Commissioners '  to  insert 
as  a  new  sub-section  the  words :  *  (2)  AVhere  the  said  Commissioners 
withhold  such  consent  the  Land  Commission  may,  with  the  consent  of 
the  County  Council,  make  an  order  vesting  the  monument  in  the  latter 
body  under  the  provisions  of  Section  19  of  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act,  1898.'  "—(Lord  MordeagU  of  Brandon.) 

Loid  Ashbourne      ...         75 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 
Clause  14  agreed  to. 
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Gau8e  15. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  0,  line  25,  after  the  word  *  Acts '  to  insert  the  words  *  to 
tenants.' "--(7%«  Duke  nf  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Loi-d  Jfacnaghien 76 

Jj)rd  Ashbatn-ne      76 

Clause  15,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  16  agreed  to. 

Clause  17. 

Lord  CasUetovm      77 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  10,  line  33,  after  the  wonl  *  person,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  other  than  a  mortgagee  in  possession.' " — {Lord  Castletoicn.) 

Lord  Aslibowfie      78 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  11,  line  4,  after  the  word  *  person'  to  insert  the  woixls 

*  not  under  disability.'"— (T'Ae  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Dunboijne       78 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1 1,  lino  10,  after  the  word  *  obtained  '  to  insert  the  woixls, 

*  Provided  tnat  the  person  next  entitled  in  remainder  expectant  on  the 
determination  of  the  estate  of  the  vendor  at  the  time  of  the  proposed 
sale  shall  have  due  notice  of  the  sale,  and  be  entitled  to  appear  and 
object.'  " — {Lord  Di»nboyne.) 

The  Duke  of  Abercoim       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  78 

The  Earl  of  Belmore          78 

Lord  Danboyne       79 

Loi'd  Monteagle  of  Brandon           ...          ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  79 

Lord  Ashbourne      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         .  .  79 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 
Clause  17,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  18. 

The  Duke  of  Devmsfiire 80 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  II,  line  13,  after  *1896,'  to  insert  the  words  *  which 
interest  shall  be  at  a  rate  of  not  less  than  3  J  per  cent,  per  annum.'  " 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Lard  Cloiibrock       80 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  11,  line  18,  after  the  word  'holdings'  to  insert  the 
following  new  sub-section :  *  (2)  The  value  of  such  arrears  of  rent,  if 
not  agreed  upon  between  the  vendor  and  the  Land  Commission,  shall 
be  fixed  by  tne  Judicial  Commissioner,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  Land 
Commission  to  the  vendor  over  and  above  the  purchase-money  of  the 
lands.' " — {Lord  Clonbroek.) 

Lord  Ashbmrne      81 

Lord  Cadktmon     81 

Clause  18,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  19. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  12,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  had '  and  insert  the 
word  *  have.    — (The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  19,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  20. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  pa^e  12,  line  6,  leave  out  the  word  *  of '  and  insert  the  words 
*  mentioned  m.* " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  20,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  21  agreed  to. 

Clause  22. 

Lord  Castleioum     ,         82 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  Qause  22."— {Lord  Castletown,) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire      83 

Amendment^  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn, 
Clause  22  agreed  to. 
Clause  23. 

The  Duke  of  Abercom        g4 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  13,  line  10,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *any '  to  the 
end  of  the  para^ph  and  insert  the  words  'person  aggrieved  by  any 
decision  of  an  Estates  Commissioner  sitting  alone  may  require  his  case 
to  be  reconsidered  by  the  three  Estates  Commissioners  sitting  together, 
and  any  person  interested  may  require  that  any  question  of  law  shall 
be  referred  for  the  decision  of  a  Judicial  Commissioner.'  "-^The  Duke 
of  Abercom,) 
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The  Duke  of  Devmiskire 84 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  84 

The  Duke  of  Ahercorn        85 

Lord  Ashbffume      85 

Lo9xl  Dunboyne       ... 86 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided  -.—Contents,  60 ;  Net-Contents,  63. 

The  Earl  of  Eosse 87 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  14,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  with '  to  insert  the  words 
'  the  Land  Judge  or,'  and  after  the  word  ^  Commissioners '  to  insert  the 
words  *as  the  case  may  be.' " — {The  Earl  of  Rosse.) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire       87 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Westmeath      88 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  14,  line  12,  after  the  word  '  Commissioners  '  to  insert 
the  words  *  or  any  other  vendor.' " — (The  Earl  of  Westmeath,) 

Lord  Mordeagle  of  Brandon  89 

Lord  Ashbourne     '  ...       89 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Donot/ghmare  90 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  14,  line  20,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  Commissioners ' 
to  the  woiS  ^make'  in  line  23  and  insert  the  words  *and  the 
President  of  the  Incorporated  l^w  Society  of  Ireland,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  if  such  majority  includes  the  Judicial  Commissioner, 
may,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.' " — {The  Earl  of 
Donoughmore.) 

Laid  AshbouiJie      90 

The  Earl  of  Doiioiighrnoi'f ..,         ...         ...  ...         ...         ...  ...       91 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  Mitlulrawn. 
Clause  23,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  24. 

Amendment  moved — 

*•  In  page  15,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  or  order  as  the  case 
may  be,'  and  insert  the  words  'for  s.'«le.' " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

''  In  page  15,  line  17,  to  leave  the  words  '  Estates  Commissioners ' 
and  insert  the  words  *  Land  Ccanmission.'  ''-^{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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The  Earl  of  JJunmien         ...         . , .         ...  . .         ...  ...         ...       91 

Amcitdment  moved — 

'*  In  page  16,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  to  such  an  extent 
as  may  be  sanctioned  by  the  Treasury.* " — {The  Earl  of  Dunraven,) 

Tlu  Duke  of  Devonshire 92 

The  Earl  of  Dunraven       93 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Loi*d  Casileiowfi      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       93 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  16,  line  30,  after  the  word  'prescribed,'  to  insert  the 
words  *  as  if  the  purchase  money  distributable  under  this  section  were 
money  paid  or  deposited  under  those  sections.* " — (27*/'  Duke  of  Devon* 
sliire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  pa^e  lo,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  woixi  *  the '  and  insert 
•a.*  "— (77«€  Duke  oj  Devmshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  16,  line  38,  after  the  word  *  appealed*  to  insert  the 
words  *  on  any  question  other  than  one  of  law.'  " — {Th^  Duke  of  Deptm- 
shire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  24,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  25. 

The  Earl  of  Arran 94 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  17,  lines  4  and  5,  to  leave  out  the  words  'making  a 
claim  upon,*  and  insert  the  words  *  whose  claim  has  been  so  attached 
to."'-~(r/<c  Earl  of  Arran.) 

Lard  AMfOume      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       95 

Tlie  Earl  of  Arran 95 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved^ 

"In  page  17,  line  10,  after  the  word  'claim,*  to  insert  the  words 
*  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  directed  to  l)e  discharged  out  of  the 
purchase  money.*  '* — {The  Earl  of  Airan,) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  17,  line  11,  after  the  word  'payable.*  to  insert  the 
words  *  out  of  the  purchase  money,  or  recoverable  under  any  agreement 
or  covenant,  or  chargeable  oh  any  other  lands  or  securities  which  may 
l>e  subject  to  such  claim  along  with  the  lands  sold.***— (77<e  Earl  of 
Arran,) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdiawn. 
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Viscount  Templehmn  ^  ...       97 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  17,  line  13,  after  the  word  *  advances,*  to  insert  the 
words  'provided  that  in  case  of  the  sale  of  an  estate  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  a  vendor  shall  be  entitled  to  pay  off  any  charge  or 
incumbrance  thereon  notwithstanding  any  direction,  proviso,  or 
covenant  contained  in  any  deed  or  other  instrument  to  the  contrary.' " 
— {Viscount  Templetown,) 

The  Ikdce  of  Demnshire      ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       97 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Clause  25,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  After  Clause  25,  to  insert  as  a  new  clause  the  words  *  Where  a 
person  who  would  otherwise  be  entitled  to  sell  land  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  is  a  lunatic,  the  Lord  Chancellor  may  order  the  land  to 
be  sold  as  if  the  sale  was  required  for  one  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
Section  63  of  the  Lunacy  Regulation  (Ireland)  Act,  1871,  and  that 
section  shall  apply  accordingly.* " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  26  agreed  to. 

Clause  27. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  17,  line  29,  after  the  word  •equalled*  to  insert  the 
words  *  half  yearly  or.*  " — {Tlie  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  27,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  27  to  34  agreed  to. 

Clause  35. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  19,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  in  so  far  as  any ' 
and  insert  the  word  *  where.*  '* — (  The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved— 

"  In  page  19,  line  29,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  to  purchasers  to  l)e 
repaid  by  means  of  purchase  annuities.*  '* — {Tlie  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  19,  line  41,  to  leave  out  the  words  'purchase  of  the 
Und  *  and  insert  the  words  *  vesting  of  the  land  in  the  Commission.*  '*— 
{The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


xxiv  TABLE   OF   CONTENTS. 

Auff.  6.]  P^iJe 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  20,  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  repayable  by  means 
of  purchase  annuities '  and  insert  the  words  *  on  which  such  10s.  per 
cent,  is  payable  by  the  Land  Commission.*  "—{The  Dvke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  20,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  repayable  by  means 
of  purchase  annuities/  and  insert  the  words  *  on  which  such  10s.  per 
cent,  is  payable  by  the  Land  Commission.'  ''—{The  Duke  of  DevamlUre.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  35,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  36  agreed  to. 

Clause  37. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  21,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  eight '  and  insert  the 
word  *  seven.* " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  37,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  38. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  21,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  made*  to  insert  the  words 
*  and  may  only  be  varied.*  *' — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Tht  Earl  of  Domu4jhmore 9^ 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  21,  line  37,  to  insert  the  following  new  sub-section  :  (5) 
<  From  the  first  day  of  November  next  after  l£e  passing  of  this  Act^ 
the  sum  payable  in  respect  of  any  sale  accruing  due  after  that  date  for 
any  rent  due  in  respect  of  any  ecclesiastical  lease  or  any  Trinity  College 
lease  or  grant  in  perpetuity,  shall  be  varied  from  the  amount  at  which 
it  stood  previously  to  such  date  in  accordance  with  the  average  per- 
centage of  the  variation  of  rents  declared  by  the  certificate  of  the  Land 
Commission  to  have  taken  place  with  respect  to  the  county  in  which 
the  lands  out  of  which  such  rent  is  payable  are  situate,  as  if  such  rent 
were  a  tithe  rent  charge  within  the  meaning  of  the  Tithe  Rent-Charge 
Act,  1900,  and  all  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  shall  apply  to  such 
rent,  anything  in  the  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  Leasing  and  Perpetuity 
Act,  1851,  or  in  any  deed  or  grant  made  in  pursuance  thereof  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

*  The  Land  Commission  may,  if  they  think  fit,  order  such  rent  to 
be  redeemed  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  by  them  on  the  basis  of  the  variation 
so  declared  by  them  as  aforesaid,  as  if  such  rent  were  a  tithe  rent- 
charge  within  the  meaning  of  Section  18  of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland) 
Act,  1857.*'*— (27itf  Earl  Donauifhmore.) 

L(rJ  Bathmore       n       ...     104 

T/.e  Earl  of  liosse 107 

Lord  Cas'kiown     107 
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Tht  Earl  of  Belmore  108 

Lord  Ashboui-ne      ..     109 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore Ill 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Clause  38,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

House  resumed  ;  and  to  be  again  in  Committee  to-morrow  :     The  Com- 
mittee to  have  precedence  of  the  other  Notices  and  Orders  of  the  Day. 

County  Oourts  Jurisdiction  Extension  BilL  —  Amendments  reported 

(according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow       Ill 

Poor  Law  (Dissolution  of  School  Districts  and  Adjustments)  Bill- 
House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3^  To-morrow       111 

Karine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  BilL — Amendments  reported  (according  to 

Order) ;  a  further  Amendment  made,  and  Bill  to  be  read  3^*  To-morrow    ...     Ill 

London  Traffic. 

The  Earl  of  Morky  Ill 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 112 

The  House  adjourned  at  half -past  Twelve  o'clock  a.m.  till  To- 
morrow, half-past  Ten  o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  THURSDAY,  6th  AUGUST,  1903. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Gateshead  Corporation  Bill ;  Stroud  and  District  Tramways  Bill.— Lords' 

Ajnendments  considered,  and  agreed  to         112 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  (King's  Consent  signified).— Read  the 

third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments 113 

Liverpool  University  Bill  [Lords];    South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill 

[Lords], — Read  the  third  time,  ana  passed,  with  Amendments       113 

Olasjrow  Corporation  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].— 

Keod  the  thii-d  tinii»,  and  passed,  without  Amendment        113 

PETITIONS, 

Shops  (Early  Closing)  Bill.— Petition  from  Lanark,  in  favour  :  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  '      113 

Licensing  Law  (Compensation  for  Non-Renewal)  Bill.— -Petition    from 

Lower  Wortley,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       113 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Public  Records  (Ireland).— Copy  presented,  of  Thirty-fifth  Report  of  the 
Deputy-Keeper  of  the  Public  Records  and  Keeper  of  the  State  Papers  in 
Ireland  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  uponthe  Table         113 
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Inteunationai.  Mercantile  Marine  Company  and  Others  (Agreement). — 
Copy  presented,  of  an  Agreement,  dated  1st  August,  1903,  between  the 
Adiuiraltj'and  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  International  Mercantile  Marine 
Company  and  other  Companies  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...     113 

Eailway  Accidents  (General  Keport). — Copy  presented,  of  General  Report 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  the  accidents  that  have  occurred  on  the  rail- 
ways of  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  year  1902  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  113 

Sea  Fisheries  (Engiand  and  Wales). — Copy  presented,  of  Seventeenth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  for  1902  (by  Command! :  to  lie  upon  the 
Table     113 

Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  (England  and  Wai  es).— Copy  pre- 
sented, of  Forty-second  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries 
(England  and  Wales)  for  1902  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       ...     IH 

Navigable  Inland  Waterways  (Commercial,  No.  7, 1903). —Copy  presented, 
of  Reports  from  His  Majesty's  representatives  on  Navigable  Inland  Water- 
ways in  Austria-Hungary,  Belgium,  France,  Germany,  and  the  Netherlands 
(by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table  IH 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Prices. — Copy  ordered,  "of  Report  on  wholesale 
and  retail  prices  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1902,  with  Comparative  Statis- 
tical Tables  for  a  series  of  years." — (Mi\  Gerald  Balfmir.) 114 

Trade  (Britksh  Colonies  with  Foreign  Countries). — Return  ordered, 
"showing  for  1901  the  imports  from  foreign  countries  into  British  India, 
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tinguishing (a)  imports  of  food  and  drink,  raw  materials,  and  manufactured 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Landing  Place  at  White  Port,  Loughross  Point,  Donegal.— Question,  Mr. 

Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  5.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham      114 

Cost  of  Museums  and  Galleries  in  London.— Question,  Mr.  Alfred  Davies 

(Carmarthen  Boroughs) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie         ...         , 115 
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Gorst  (Cambridge  University)  ;  Answer,  Lord  Cranborne  115 

Scotitsh  Board  of  Manufactures  Committee— Publication  of  Report.— 
Question,  I^rd  Balcarres  (I^ncashire,  Chorley) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  Graham 
Murray 116 

Clerks  in  Irish  Agricultural  Department— Equal  Treatment.— Question, 

Mr.  James  O'Connor  (Wicklow,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham      116 

Belfast  Tei^graph  Department— Reinstatement  of  Clerk  Guilty  of 
Stabbing.— Question,  Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain      116 

Overtime    in    Glasgow  Post    Office.— Question,    Mr.    James  O'Connor; 

Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain      117 

Glas(;ow  Post  Office.— Questions,  Mr.  James  O'Connor ;  Answers,  Mr.  Austen 

Chamberlain      117 
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Wyndham         147 

Ballaghaune  Fishery  Pier. — Question,   Mr.  William  Eedmond  (Clare,  K); 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  147 

Arms  and  Ammunition  Licences  in  North  Tipperary.— Questions,  Mr.  P.  J. 

O'Brien  (Tipperary,  N.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Wyndham 148 
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Irish  National  Library.— Question,  Mr.  Hugh  Law  (Donegal,  W.) ;  Answer,  . 
The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham)      149 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry. — Questions,  Mr.  MacVeagh ;  Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour       U9 

Licensing  Legislation. — Questions,  Sir  Carne  Rasch  (Essex,  Chelmsford), 
Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke  (Kent,  Dartford),  Mr.  Crooks 
(Woolwich),  and  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee) ;  Answer.**,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour 150 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry. — Questions,  Mr.  Mansfield  and  Mr.  Brycc  (Aberdeen,  S.) ; 

Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour     151 

Sale  of  Butter  Bill — Question,   Mr.   Lonsdale  (Armagh,   Mid);    Answer, 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour         152 

Business  of  the  House.— Questions,  Mr.  Bryce  and  Sir  Albert  Rollit  (Islington, 

S.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour        ...         152 

NEJV  BILLS. 

Betnming  Officers'  Expenses  BilL — *'To  provide  for  the  payment  of 
Returning  Officers*  Expenses  out  of  the  rates,"  presented  by  Mr.  Herbert 
Samuel ;  supported  by  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Charles  Douglas,  Sir 
William  Holland,  Mr.  Jacoby,  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr. 
T.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  J.  W.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Whitley;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     (Bill  314.)  ...     153 

Agricultural  Education  in  Elementary  Schools  BiU.— "  For  promoting 
Agricultural  Education  and  nature  study  in  public  elementary  schools,  * 
presented  by  Mr.  Jesse  CoUings ;  supported  by  Sir  John  Kennaway,  Mr. 
Rothschild,  Mr.  Seymour  Ormsby-Gore,  Mr.  Flower,  Mr.  Spear,  Mr. 
Morrell,  Colonel  Webb,  and  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     (Bill  315.) ...     154 

Business  of  the  House  (Supply).— Ordered,  That  on  this  day,  notwithstand- 
ing anything  in  Standing  Order  15,  Business  other  than  Business  of  Supply 
may  be  taken  before  Midnight,  and  Business  in  Committee  or  Proceedings 
on  Report  of  Supply  may  be  taken  after  midnight. — {Mr.  A,  J,  JJalfavr.)...     154 


Supply  [22m)  Allotied  Day]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1903-J.  -Class  II. 

1.  £116,499,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction,  Ireland. 

Mr.  Hvgh  Law  {Donegal,  W.)      154 

Mr.  Bolaiid  {Kerry,  W.) 156 

Tlw  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  {Mr.  Wyndlmm,  Dover)  ...         ...         ...  158 

Mr.  Delany  {Qiieeids  Co.,  Oasmij)  ...  ...         ...  ...         ...         ...  160 

Mr.  Murphy  {/\m%  E.)    ...    *     161 
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Mr,  Bohnd  162 

Tfie  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  ( .1/r.  Atkinson,  Londondeirt/,  N.)  ...  162 

Mr,  WUliam  ReAmond  {Clare,  E.)  167 

Mr.  T,  M.  Hedy  {Louth,  K)         168 

Mr.  P,  J,  O'Brien  {Tipperart/,  N.)  168 

Vote  agreed  to. 

X37,690,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Local  Government  Board,  Ireland 

Mr.  J.  P.  Fanell  {Longford,  N.) 169 

Mr.  Wf/ndJiam       172 

Mr.T.M.Healy 174 

CoUmel  Nolan  {Galtoay,  N.)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  178 

Mr.  Delany  179 

Sir  James  Haslett  {Belfast,  K.)      181 

Mr.  Mw-phy  181 

Mr.  Atkinson         ...         183 

Mr.  William  Bednuynd       186 

Mr.  Coghill  {Stoke-upon-Trenf)      187 

Vote  agreed  to. 

3.  £10,314,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland— Offices. 

Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien,..         188 

Mr.  O'Shaugh  nes-vj  { Limerick,  W.)  189 

Mr.  Atkinson         190 

Mr.  Delany  192 

Mr.  Atkinson         193 

Vote  agreed  to. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  Clock,  the  Chainnan  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next,  Committee  to  sit  again  this 
evening. 

EVENING  SITTING. 
Supply  [22nd  Allotted  Dayj. 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lo^VTIlER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Skrvices  and  Revenue  Departments  Kstimatrs,  1903-4.  —Class  I. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£321,697,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  Rates  and  Contribu- 
tions in  lieu  of  Rates,  etc.,  in  respect  of  Government  Property,  and  for 
Rates  on  Houses  occupied  by  Representatives  of  Foreign  Powers,  and 
for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Rating  of  Grovernment  Property 
Department,  and  for  a  Contribution  towards  the  Expenses  of  the 
Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade." 

Sir  Albert  RollU  {Islington,  S.) 194 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis  {Flint  Boroughs) ]96 

Mr.  Caldwell  {Lanarkshire,  Mid) ,         197 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  {Mr.  Elliot,  Durlmm)     199 

Mr.  Crooks  {Woolwich)        *      201 

Mr.  WhUley  {Halifax)       203 

Mr.  Caldwell          204 
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Motion  nmde,  and  Question  put,  "That  Item  G  be  reduced  by  £1,000  in 
respect  of  the  Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade." — (Mr,  Caldwell.) 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  70  ;  Noes,  179.     (Division  List  No.  229.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

And,  it  being  after  Ten  of  the  Clock,  the  Chairman,  in  pursuance  of  Stand- 
ing Order  15,  put  severally  the  Questions,  That  the  total  amounts  of 
the  Votes  outstanding  in  each  Class  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates, 
including  Supplementary  Estimates,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  Votes 
outstanding  in  the  Estimates  for  the  Army,  be  granted  for  the  8e^^ices 
defined  in  those  Classes  and  Estimates. 

Class  I. 

His 
payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  follow- 
ing Services  included  in  Class  I.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services, 
viz. : —  £ 

13.  Public  Works  and  Buildings,  Ireland      .         106,128 

14.  Railways,  Ireland  ....  27,214 


I.  Question  put,  ^*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £133,423,  be  granted  to 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  paym 


£133,342" 


The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  191 ;  Noes,  72.     (Division  List  No.  230.)     205 

Class  II. 

3.  Question  put,  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £366,072,  be  granted  to  His 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  follow- 
ing Services  included  in  Class  II.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services, 


riz. : — 

£ 

1.  House  of  I^rds  Offices     . 

4,507 

2.  House  of  Commons  Offices 

16,820 

5.  Foreign  Office 

34,887 

7.  Privy  Council  Office 

5,130 

9.  Mercantile  Marine  Services 

68,860 

13,  Civil  Service  Commission 

25,393 

14.  Exchequer  and  Audit 

15.  Friendly  Societies  Registry 

21.  Public  Works  Loan  Commission 

38,321 

4,581 

13 

22.  Registrar-GeneraFs  Office 

22,942 

25.  Works  and  public  Buildings  Office 

37,200 

26.  Secret  Service         .... 

25,000 

Scotland. 

27.  Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office 

9,985 

28.  Fishery  Board          .... 

10.837 

29.  Lunacy  Commission 

3,162 

30.  Registrar-General's  Office 

3,145 

31.  Local  Government  Board 

9,157 

Ireland. 

32.  Lord  Lieutenant's  Household  . 

2,817 

35.  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  . 

997 

37.  Public  Record  Office 

3,348 

38.  Public  Works  Office 

20,053 

39.  negistrar-Gcneral's  Office 

6,894 

40.  Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey     . 

12,023 

je366,072" 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 

TABLE   OF   CONTENTS.  kXxiii 

f.  6.]  Page 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  191  ;  Noes,  70,     (Division  List  No.  231.)    209 

Class  III. 

4.  Question  put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,402,874,  be  granted  to 
His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for 
Expenditure  in  respect  of  the  following  Services  included  in  Class  III. 
of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz.  :— 

1.  Law  Charges 38,984 

2.  Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenses  .        .        .        22,489 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 


Scotland. 

Law  Chafes  and  Courts  of  Law 
Register  House,  Edinburgh 
Crofters'  Commission     . 
Prisons  .... 


Ireland. 

14.  Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Prosecutions 

15.  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  and  other 

Legal  Departments  in  Ireland 

16.  Land  Commission 

1 7.  County  Court  Officers,  &c. 

18.  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police 

19.  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 

20.  Prisons 

21.  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 

22.  Dundrum  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum 


52,405 

27,053 

2,790 

50,840 


33,600 

57,805 
76,740 
66,527 
55,468 
792,002 
68,508 
54,099 
3,564 

£1,402,874" 


The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  193  ;  Noes,  69.     (Division  List  No.  232.)     211 

ClASS  IV. 

5.  Question  put,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £854,228,  be  granted  to 
His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1904,  for  Expenditure 
in  respect  of  the  following  Services,  included  in  Class  IV.  of  the  Estimates 
for  Civil  Services,  viz.  :  — 


6.  Scientific     Investigation,     &c.    (United 
Kingdom) 

8.  Public  Education  (Scotland)  .         . 

9.  National  GuUery  (Scotland)  . 


45,000 

808,828 

400 

£854,228  " 


The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  193 ;  Noes,  66.     (Division  List  No.  233.)...     215 

Class  V. 

6.  Question  put,  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £1,236,998  be  granted 
to  His  Majesty^  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  following 
Services  included  in  CUss  V.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz.  : — 

VOL.  CXXVIL        [Fourth  Series.]        c 
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1.  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Services    , 

2.  British  Protectorates  in  Uganda 

3.  Colonial  Services     .... 

4.  Cyprus  (Grant-in- Aid) 

5.  Telegraph  Subsidies  and  Pacific  Cable 

6.  Treasury  Chest  Fund 


£ 

284,780 
445,593 
361,525 
2,000 
40,100 
103,000 

£1,236,998'' 


The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  1 95  ;  Noes,  66.     (Division  List  No.  234.)...     219 

Class  VI. 

7.  Question  put,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £393,521,  be  granted 
to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  following 
services  included  in  Class  VI.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz.  : — 

£ 

1.  Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances 

(including  a  Supplementary  sum  of 

£4,000) 342,914 

2.  Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  Pensions  .        .  1,000 

3.  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  Allow- 

ances           646 

4.  Hospitals  and  Charitios  (Ireland)     .        .  342 

5.  Savings  Banks'  and   Friendly  Societies' 

Deficiencies       .         •        .        .        .  48,619 


X393,521 " 


The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  197  ;  Noes,  67.     (Division  List  No.  235.).       221 

Class  VH. 

8.  Question  put,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  X61,082,  be  granted  to 
His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  following 
Services  included  in  Class  VII.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

4.  St.  Louis  Exhibition  .  .  .         50,000 

5.  Repayment  to  the  Civil  Contingencies  Fund       11,082 

£61,082" 
The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  196  ;  Noes,  70.     (Division  List  No.  236.)     225 
AJRMY  Estimates,  19034. 

8.  Question  put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £783,000,  be  granted  to 
His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  Expenditure  on 
the  following  Army  Services,  including  Army  (Ordnance  Factories),  viz. : — 

£ 

11.  Establishments  for  AJilitary  Education  .       134,500 

12.  Miscellaneous  EflFective  Services  .         62,000 

13.  War  Office,  Salaries  and  Miscellaneous 

Charges        ....        331,500 
Army  (Ordnance  Factories)      .  .         255,000 


£783,000" 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TABLE    OP    CONTENTS.  xxxv 

Auij.  6.]  Pag^ 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  196  ;  Noes,  69.     (Division  List  No.  237.)     227 
Resolntions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next. 

Message  from  the  Lords. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — Rothesay  Corporation  Order  Confirmation 
Bill ;  Scottish  Episcopal  Clergy  Widows*  and  Orphans'  Fund  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Kingston-upon  Hull  Corporation  Bill;  Dover  Corporation  Bill; 
Hainault  Forest  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to — Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
(London)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [LordsJ ;  Maryport  Harbour  Bill  [Lords] ;  Man- 
chester Corporation  Bill  [Lords];  Somerset  and  District  Electric  Power 
Bill  [LordsJ;  Birmingham  Distiict  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  without 
Amendment      231 

Navy  and  Army  Expenditure,  1901-2. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Ciunberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Navy  Appropriation  Account  for  the  year 
ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1902,  and  the  statement  appended  thereto,  as 
follows,  viz. — (a.)  That  the  gross  expenditure  for  certain  Na/y  Services 
exceeded  the  estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of  £205,224  2s.  6d., 
as  shown  in  Column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto  appended ;  while  the  gross 
expenditure  for  other  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the  estimate  of  such 
expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of  £220,819  4s.  Id.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  2 
of  the  said  appended  Schedule,  so  that  the  gross  actual  expenditure  for  the 
▼hole  of  the  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the  gross  estimated  expenditure  by 
the  net  sum  of  XI 5,595  Is.  7d. ;  {h.)  That  the  receipts  in  aid  of  certain 
Gnmts  for  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the  total  estimated  receipts  by  the 
sum  of  £89,584  Os.  lid.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  3  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule,  while  the  receipts  in  aid  of  other  Navy  Services  exceeded  the 
estimate  of  such  receipts  by  a  total  sum  of  £168,173  16s.  8d.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  4  of  the  said  appended  Schedule,  so  that  the  total  actual 
receipts  in  aid  of  the  Grants  for  Navy  Services  exceeded  the  total  estimated 
receipts  by  the  net  sum  of  £78,589  15s.  9d.;  {c)  That  the  resulting 
differences  between  the  Exchequer  Grants  for  Navy  Services  and  the  net 
expenditure  are  as  follows,  viz.: — 

£        s.    d. 

Total  Surpluses 275,779     5  11 

Total  Deficits 181,594    8    7 


Net  Surplus  -        -        -        -£94,184  17     4 


And  whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  have 
temporarily  authorised  the  application,  in  reduction  of  the  net  charge  on 
Exchequer  Grants  for  certain  Navy  Sei-vices,  of  the  whole  of  the  sums 
received  in  excess  of  the  estimated  Appropriations-in-Aid,  in  respect  of  the 
same  services ;  and  have  also  temporarily  authorised  the  application  of  so 
much  of  the  said  total  surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Navy  Services  as  is 
necessary  to  cover  the  said  total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Navy  Services. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  application  of  such  sums  be  sanctioned. 
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Navy  Se^nce^  1901-1902. 
Votes. 

Oross  Expenditure. 

Approprtotiont-iD.Aid. 

Number  of 
Vote. 

Excesses  of 
Actual  over 

Estimated 

Oross 
Ezpouditure. 

1. 

Surpluses  of 
Estimated 
over  Actual 

Gross 
Expenditure. 

2. 

Defldendes 

of  actuates 

compared  with 

EsUmated 

Receipts. 

8. 

Surpluses 

of  Actual  a< 

compared  with 

Estimated 

Receipts. 

4. 

1 

2 

8 

4 

6 
6 

7 
8 

Sec.  1     .. 
Sec.  2    .. 
Sec  8    .. 
9 
10 

11 

12 
13 

14 
16 

Wages,  &c.  of  Ofllcera,  Seamen. 

and  Boys,  Coast  Ooard,  and 

Koyal  Marines 
Victualling  and  Nothing  for 

the  Navy         

Medical    EstabllshmenU   and 

Martial  Law        

Educational  Services    . . 

Scientific  Services 

Royal  Naval  Reserve    . . 

Shipbuildins,   itepalrs,   Hsin- 
tenance.  ac. 

Personnel 

Materiel       

Contract  Work 

Naval  Armaments 

Works,  Buildings,  and  Repairs 
at  Home  and  Abroad 

Miscellaneous    Etfective    Ser- 
vices        

Admiralty  Office 

HAlfPay,Reservedand  Retired 
Pay        

Naval  and   Marine  Pensions, 

ate  Allowances 
Civil  Pensions  and  OratuiUes 

Amount   written   off  as  irre- 
coverable          

£     t.   d. 

89,828  19    8 
8,749    7    0 

92i  10    » 
742    6  10 

18,822  18    6 
86,828  19    8 

86,940    0    9 
4,976    6    7 

•• 

6,814  19    7 
8,704  18  11 

8.897    0  10 

£     a.   d. 

11,670    2    0 

6,8si  16    6 

46,778  16  10 

77,974  16    9 
24,969  10    0 

88,824  12  9 
16,864  11    4 

£     a.    d. 
6,168  16  10 

*2  14    8 

86,800  10  11 

44,829    6  10 

824  12    0 

1,445  12    9 
12    6  11 

£     s.   d. 

•• 

18,768  19    1 

608  10    2 
88    4    0 

8,247    1    5 
82  14    4 

886    8    1 
70,164    7    1 

67,440    0    0 

22,062    7    8 

'6    9    9 

1 

206,224    2    6 

220,819    4    1 

89,584    0  11 

168,178  16    8 

^  Net  Surplus,  £16,696    1    7 
Surplus  surrendered  to  the  Exchequer        «. 


Net  Surplus,  £78,689  16    9 


£94,184  17    4 


Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Army  Appropriation  Account  for  the  year 
ended  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1902,  and  the  statement  appended  thereto, 
as  follows,  viz.: — (a.)  That  the  gross  expenditure  for  certain  Army 
Services  exceeded  the  estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of 
£4,796,909  14s.  lid.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto 
appended ;  while  the  gross  expenditure  for  other  Army  Services  fell  short 
of  the  estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of  £2,923,978  7s.  2d., 
as  shown  in  Column  No.  2  of  the  said  appended  Schedule ;  so  that  the 
gross  actual  expenditure  for  the  whole  of  the  Army  Services  exceeded  the 
gross  estimatea  expenditure  by  the  net  sum  of  £1,872,931  7s.  9d. ;  (6.) 
That  the  receipts  in  aid  of  certain  Army  Services  fell  short  of  the  estimate 
of  such  receipts  by  a  total  sum  of  £235,231  13s.  6d.,  as  shown  in  Column 
No.  3  of  the  said  appended  Schedule ;  while  the  receipts  in  aid  of  other 
Army  Services  exceeded  the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by  a  total  sum  of 
£2,362,289  3s.  8d.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  4  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule;  so  that  the  total  actual  receipts  in  aid  of  the  grants  for 
Army  Services  exceeded  the  total  estimated  receipts  by  the  net  sum  of 
£2,127,057  10s.  2d.;  (c.)  That  the  resulting  differences  between  the  Ex* 
chequer  Grants  for  Army  Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows, 

£  s.  d. 
Total  Surpluses  ....  3,773,058  9  4 
Total  Deficits 3,518,932     6    11 


VIZ.  ; 


Net  Surplus 


-    £254,126      2     5 
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And  whereas  by  a  Vote  of  Parliament  during  the  present  session 
(House  of  Commons  Paper,  No.  255,  of  1903)  a  further  sum  of  JBIOO  has 
been  granted  for  the  expenditure  of  the  year  1901-2,  and  the  appropriation 
of  additional  receipts  in  aid  of  such  expenditure  has  been  sanctioned  to  the 
amount  of  £1,872,831  7s.  9d. 

And  whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  have 
temporarily  authorised  the  application  of  so  much  of  the  said  total  surpluses 
on  certain  Grants  for  Array  Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover  the  said  total 
deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Army  Services. 

2.  Eesolved,  That  the  application  of  such  sums  be  sanctioned. 

Schedule. 


1 

i 

2; 

Army  Serrfces,  190M902. 
Votes. 

A  ppropriations-f  D- A  id. 

Excesses  of 

Actual  over 

Estimated 

Gross 

Expenditure. 

1. 

Surpluses  of 

Estimated 

over  Actual 

Gross 
Expenditure. 

2. 

Oeflciencies  of 
Actual  as 

compared  with 
Estimated 
Keceipts. 

8. 

Surpluses  of 

Actual  as 

compared  with 

lieoeipto. 

4. 

1 

10 

u 
It 

IS 

14 
U 
16 

Paj,  Ac.,  of  Army  (General  StalT,  Regi- 

roeota,  Heserre,  and  Dep<»rtnieat8) 
MedicalEatobliihmenU :  Pay,  Ac. 

MiUtia  •  Pay,  Bounty,  Ac 

Yeomanry  Cavalry :  Pay  and  Allowancee.. 
Volunteer  Corps  :  Pay  and  Allowances  . . 
Transport  and  Remounts 

Warlike  and  other  Stores  :  Supply  and 

Repair 
Worlcs.    BuUdings,   and  Repaim :    Cost, 

including  Stalf  for  Engineer  Senrices  . . 
Establiatinients  for  MUitary  EducaUon    . . 
MiaceOaneons  SlTective  Senrices. . 
War  OfBce  :   Salaries  and  Miscellaneous 

Cliarges 
Kon-effectiTe  Charges  for  Officers,  Ac.     . . 
Kon-effeottve  Charges  for  Men,  Ac 

Add  Excess  Vote             •          .»           .. 

£       s.    d. 

680,068    5    6 
99,267    8    7 

2,285,801*  19    8 
1,506,875  16    0 

41,894    8    9 
54,448*  6    8 
24,676  10    0 
81,166"  0    4 
1,566    8    1 
18A46  18    9 

£       s.    d. 

1.066,248*  1    8 
141.624  16    8 
24,276  14    2 

160,802*17    8 
1.110,777  16  U 

6,188*  4    0 
414,050*16    6 

•• 

ie     s.  d. 

227,886    8    1 
7,802*  5    6 

44    5    0 

£       s.    d. 

2,770    9    3 

'0    6    6 

1.276  12    7 

168.046    2    7 

1,168.161  11    0 

79,147  18    4 

878,456  18    6 

83396  11    6 

3,614  16  11 

426.727  14    9 

315  16    4 
28,207    5    8 
77,778  iU    9 

4,796,909  14  U 

2,928,978    7    2 
100    0    0 

286,231  13    6 

2362,289    8    8 

1 

J,79f.,n09  14  11 

2,924,078    7^2 

235,231  18    6 

2362,289    8    8 

Net  Deficit,  £1,872,831    7    9 


Net  Surplus,  £2,127,057  10    2 


Net  Surplus  ...  £264,226    2    6 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrowi 

Ways  and  Means. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee). 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

1.  Resolved,  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  to  be  granted 
to  His  Majesty  for  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of 
March,  1902,  tne  sum  of  XlOO  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 
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2.  Resolved,  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  to  be  granted 
to  His  Majesty  for  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31  st  day  of 
March,  1904,  the  sum  of  £75,392,969  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom. — (Mr.  EllioL) 
Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill--[THiRD  Reading].— Order  for  Third  Reading  read* 

Motion  made,  and  Question   proposed,   "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the 
third  time." 

Afr.  Lotigh( Islington,  fF.)  237 

Mr.  Broadhvrst  (Leicester)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ..•         ...     241 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question 
to  add  the  words  *  upon  this  day  three  months.* " — {Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr,  Lawrence  {Liverpool,  Ahercromby) 

Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.)    ..         

The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J. 

Manchester,  E.) 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  {Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) 

Mr.  Theodore  Taylor  (Lancashire,  Eadcliffe)         

Mr.  Cremer  (Slwrediich,  Hoxton) 

Mr.  Tomkinson  (Cheshire,  Crewe) 

Mr.  Priestley  (Craniham) 

Mr.  Latuien/'^         

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  119 ;  Noes,  57.     (Division  List  No.  238.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.     Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill-  [Second  Reading].— Order  for  Second 
Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  MacFeagh  (Dov>ny  S.)  259 

Mr.  Joseph  Devlin  (Kilkenny,  N.)  261 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question 
to  Jidd  the  words  'upon  this  day  three  months.'" — (Mr.  MacVeagh.) 

Question,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  this  day. 

Railways  (Electrical  Power)  Bill.— As  amended,  considered. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  3,  line  29,  after  the  word  *  otherwise,'  to  insert  the 
words,  *  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  affect  any  powers  which  a  railway 
company  may  have  independent  of  this  Act.'  ' — (Sir  Charles  Renshaw.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


243 



244 

Balfour, 

247 

250 

...    ... 

251 

•  ■  •    ... 

253 



255 



256 

...    ... 

257 
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Mr,  CaMtoeU  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 262 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 262 

Motion    made,    and    Question     proposed,    "That    the    debate  be   now 
adjourned  *^—(Mr.  BalzieL) 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed 

Mr.  Caldtoell  262 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow.     [Bill  316.] 

Patriotic  Fond  Bill. — As  amended,  considered. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  18,  after  the  word  *  thereof,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  and  all  property  held  in  trust  therefor.' " — (Mr,  Preiyman.) 

"  In  page  1,  line  23,  after  the  word  *  position,'  to  insert  the  word 

•  legally.'  "—{Mr,  ffayes  Fisher.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 263 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  [Salaries,  &c.]. 
CJonsidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  Salaries  ana  Expenses  which  may 
become  payable  under  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  to  transfer  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  powers  and  duties  relating  to  the  Industry  of  Fishing, 
and  to  amend  the  Board  of  Agricuture  Act,  1889. — {Mr.  Elliot.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  this  day 263 

Houflinflr  of  Working  Classes  (No.  2)  Bill— [Sbcjond  Reading].— Order 
for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  (Yorkshire,  Cleveland)         264 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 

Motor  Cars  [Excise  Duty]. — Resolution  reported,  "  That  it  is  expedient  to 
authorise  the  imposition  of  an  Excise  Duty  on  persons  employed  as  drivers 
of  motor-cars  of  the  same  amount  as  is  payable  on  male  servants,  in  pur- 
suance ot  any  Act  of  the  present  session  to  amend  the  Locomotives  on 
Highways  Act,  1896." 

Resolution  agreed  to      264 

Post  Office  (Contract  for  the  Conveyance  of  Mails  Between  Glasgow, 
Greenock,  and  Campbeltown). — Resolved,  "That  the  Contract,  da  led  9th 
day  of  March,  1903,  with  the  Campbeltown  and  Glasgow  Steam  Packet 
Joint  Stock  Company,  Limited,  for  the  conveyance  of  mails  between 
Glasgow,  Greenock,  and  Campbeltown,  printed  in  Parliamentary  Paper 
No.  132,  of  session  1903,  be  approved,"— (i»/r.  Ellioi.)         264 
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Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  28th  day  of 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Two  o'clock. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  FRIDAY,  7th  AUGUST,  1903. 

FRIFATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — 

Patent  Office  (Extension). 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table 265 

Coventry  Electric  Tramways  Bill  *  Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway 
Bill,  now  Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway  Bill — Read  3*,  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons        ...  ..     265 

Wood  Oreen  Urban  District  Council  Bill. — Commons'  reasons  for  dis- 
agreeing to  one  of  the  Lords*  Amendments  considered  :  The  said  Amend- 
ment not  insisted  on :  and  a  message  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Commons 
to  acquaint  them  therewith 265 

Sugar  Convention  Bill ;  Patriotic  Fund  Bill.— Brought  from  the  Commons      265 

Liverpool  University  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.].— 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agrSted  to,  with  Amendments  265 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 

with  Amendments :  The  said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to       ...     265 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Port  of  London  Bill. — Report  from  the  Joint  Committee  made  on  the  13th 

of  July  last,  to  be  printed.     [No.  183.]         266 

Trade  Repgri-s  (Annual  Series). 

No.  3052,  China  (Chefoo). 

No.  3053,  Spain  (Barcelona). 

No.  3054,  Japan  (North  Formosa). 

No.  3055,  Japan  (Shimonaseki) 265 

Colonies  (Annual).— St.  Helena  (Report  for  1902)      265 

Canada. — Address  to  His  Majesty  on  Irish  affairs  from  the  House  of  Commons 

of  Canada,  and  the  reply  thereto        266 

liOCAL    GrOVERNMENT   BoARD. — Thirty-second  Annual  Report  of  the  Local 

Government  Board,  1902-3 266 

Board  of  Agriculture. — Annual  Report  on  the  distribution  of  grants  for 
agricultural  education  and  research  in  the  year  1902-3;  with  statements 
respecting  the  several  colleges  and  institutions  aided,  the  experiments  con- 
ducted and  the  expenditure  on  agricultural  instruction  by  County  CouncDs 
in  1901-2. 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  th^  Table 266 
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Sugar  Ctonvention  Bill. — ^Read  1* ;   to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 

Monday  next:  (The  Lord  Presideni — Duke  of  Devonshire),     [No.  198.]       ...     26  » 

Patriotic  Fund  BilL — Read  1»  ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2»  on  Monday 

next, ;  {The  Barl  of  Selbame).     [No.  199.]     266 

House  of  Lords  Offices. — Second  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  made ;  to 

be  printed ;  and  to  be  considered  on  Tuesday  next.     [No.  200.] 266 

A  Personal  Explanation. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  (The  Earl  of  Marley)  266 

Lord  Tweedmouth 267 

Irish  Land  BilL 

House  again  in  Committee  (according  to  order). 

Clause  39  agreed  to. 

Clauses  40  and  41  agreed  to. 

Clause  42. 

Verbal  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  42,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  43  agreed  to. 

Clause  44. 

LardClonirock       269 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  23,  line  29,  after  the  word  *  advance  *  to  insert  the 
words,  *  save  as  hereinafter  provided.' " — (Lard  Clonbrock,) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 270 

Lord  Castletown 271 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided : — Contents,  54 ;  Not-Contents,  56. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  44,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  45  and  46  agreed  to. 

Clause  47. 

The  Earl  of  Wesimeath     273 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  24,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  may  '  and  to  insert 
the  word  *  shall.'  ''-—(The  Earl  of  Westmeatk) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 273 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Ho*ise,  withdrawn. 
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The  Earl  of  Dunraven       27i 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  24,  line  29,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  advances,'  and  to 
insert  the  words  *  the  total  of  the  fund  of  £13,000,000  appropriated 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  advanced.'  '"—{The  Earl  of  Dunraven.) 

The  Lord  Charu;elIo7-  (The  Earl  of  Hahhury)       276 

The  Marquess  of  Ripon      27B 

The  Earl  of  Dunracen       276 

On  Question,  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause,  their  Lordships  divided : — CJon tents,  68  ;  Not-Contents,  51. 

Lord  Macnaghten ..         277 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  24,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  pay  to  the  vendor,' 
and  insert  the  words,  *  in  the  case.'  " — {Lord  MacnagMen.) 

Ths  Earl  of  Dunraveth      281 

Lord  Castletown 281 

The  Secretary  of  State  /or  Foreign  Affairs  {The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume)  282 

Lord  Robertson       284 

On  Question,  That   the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause,  their  Lordships  divided : — Contents,  96  ;  Not-Contents,  28. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  24,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  thereof '  to  insert  the  words 

*  or  where  the  percentage  is  payable  in  respect  of  an  estate  sold  by  the 
Land  Judge.' " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Durd)oy7Ui      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •..         ...         ...     287 

Amendment  moved — 

*  In  page  25,  line  8,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  by '  to  the  word 

*  a '  in  line  12"— {Lord  Dunboyne,) 

Lord  Castlefoton 288 

2'he  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  {Lord  Ashbourne)  288 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  25,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words  'either  a  receiver  has 
been  appointed  over  the  estate  or.'  " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

*  In  Page  25,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  price '  to  insert  the  words 

*  or  to  an  estate  so  circumstanced  in  respect  of  which  an  absolute  order 
for  sale  by  the  Land  Judge  was  in  force  at  the  date  of  the  passing  of 
this  Act,'"— {The  D^iJce  o/ Devonshire.) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TABLE   OF   CONTENTS.  xliii 

Aug.  7.]  Page 

Lord  Castletown      ...         ..,         289 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire     '.. 289 

The  Earl  of  Dunraven       289 

The  EarlofDonoughinpre\..         290 

On  Question,  Amendmetit  agre^  to. 

Lord  Casiktogm     .' ; 290 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  25,  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words  :  *  (5)  An 
advance  may  be  made  under  this  Act  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  any 
holding  under  the  provision  of  Section  36  of  the  Act  of  1896,  and 
the  same  percentage  shall  be  payable  in  respect  of  the  said  advance, 
as  if  such  sale  was. a  sale  under  this  Act.' " — {Lard  Castletown,) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland     290 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 
Clause  47,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  48  agreed  to. 
Clause  49. 

The  Earl  of  Donaughmore,. ...     291 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  25,  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  to  insert  as  a  new  sub- 
section the  words :  *  (2)  The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  apply  to 
all  sales  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  in  the  Land  Judges'  Court, 
and  in  these  cases  no  duty  shall  be  payable  under  Section  88  of  the 
Landed  Estates  Court  (Ireland)  Act,  185rt,  or  under  Sections  1  and 
2  of  the  Landed  Estates  (Ireland)  Act  (1858)  Amendment  Act,  1861, 
or  under  Section  4  and  the  schedule  of  the  Landed  Estates  Court  Act, 
1866.'  "—{The  Earl  of  Donoughmore,) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 291 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 292 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdra^^. 
Clause  49  agreed  to. 
Clause  50. 

Lord  Castletovm      ...         ...       • 292 

Amendment  moved — 

"In page  25,  line  32,  after  the  word  *in'  to  insert  the  words 
*(a)  Bonds,  debentures,  or  mortgages  secured  upon  rates  or  taxes 
levied  under  the  authority  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  or  Provisional 
Order  by  any  municipal  corporation  or  other  local  authority  in  the 
United  Kin^om,  which  shall  be  authorised  to  borrow  on  such 
security;  (^  Ground  rents  arising  out  of  hereditaments  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  nctt  exceeding  in  amount  one-fourth  part  of  the 
annual  value  at  a  rack  rent  of  the  premises  out  of  which  such  ground 
rents  issue ;  {r)  Debentures  or  mortgages  of  railway  companies  in  the 
United  Kingdom  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament ;  (d)  Stocks  or 
shares  of  any  tramway  or  light  railway  interest  upon  which  is 
guaranteed  from  or  charged  upon  rates  under  the  Tramways  (Ireland) 
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Acts;  {e)  Bonds,  debentures,  or  mortgages  secured  upon  any  in- 
vestments in  which  trustees  are  authorised  by  this  or  any  other  Act 
to  invest  trust  funds ;  (/)  Debentures  or  fully  paid  shares  or  stocks  of 
any  railway  or  commercial  or  industrial  company  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  provided  that  the  sufficiency  of  such  investment  to  realise 
the  sum  invested  therein  upon  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life  or  the 
termination  of  the  trust  shall  be  secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
public  trustee  under  this  Act;  or.*  " — {Lord  Castlttown,) 


FiscourU  Templetotm 

The  Earl  of  Belmore 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 

The  Lord  Chancellor 


293 
294 
294 
295 
295 


Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Dufihoyne      295 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  26,  after  Subsection  3,  to  insert  the  following  new 
Sub-section  :  *  (4)  In  the  case  of  all  proceedings  in  relation  to  any 
lands  sold  in  the  High  Court  or  imder  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  or 
any  charges  thereon,  or  any  moneys  realised  thereby,  if  it  appears  to 
the  Court  that  a  trustee  is  or  may  be  personally  liable  for  any  breach  of 
trust,  whether  the  transaction  alleged  to  be  a  breach  of  trust  occurred 
before  or  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  but  has  acted  honestly  and 
reasonably  and  ought  fairly  to  be  excused  for  the  breach  of  trust,  and 
for  omitting  to  obtain  the  directions  of  the  Court  in  the  matter  in 
which  he  committed  such  breach,  then  the  Court  may  relieve  the 
trustee,  either  wholly  or  partly,  from  personal  liability  for  the  same.' " 
{Ijrrd  Dwnboyne,) 

The  Duke  of  Devonsliire     296 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided : — Contents,  49 ;  Not-Contents,  66. 
Clause  50  agreed  to. 
Clause  51. 

Viscount  Templetovm         297 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  26,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  by  *  to  insert  the  words 
*  the  Land  Judge  or.'  " — {Viscount  Templetown.) 

TJie  Duke  of  Devonshire 297 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  27,  line  11,  after  the  word  'require'  to  insert  the 
following  new  sub-section:  *The  powers  conferred  on  the  Land 
Commission  by  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section  may  be 
exercised  by  the  Land  Judge  in  any  case  where  the  purchase  money 
of  land  sold  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  is  or  has  been,  distributed 
by  him,  and  those  provisions  shall  apply  accordingly,  with  the 
substitution  of  the  Land  Judge  for  the  Land  Qopanji^^ion. — [The  Duke 
of  Devonshire."! 
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On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  27,  line  12,  after  the  word  *by  *  to  insert  the  words 
*  the  Land  Judge  and.* " — (The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  Abercam         299 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  27,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  the  Land  Commis- 
sion,' and  to  insert  the  words  '  a  majority  of  the  Land  Commissioners, 
which  majority  shall  include  the  Judicial  Commissioner/  " — (The  Duke 
of  Abercorn,) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  51,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  52. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  27,  line  28,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  that '  to  the 
words  *  in  the  '  in  Hue  32  ;  in  line  34,  after  the  word  *  county '  to 
insert  the  words  '  the  said  limitation  may,  subject  to  the  other  limita- 
tions in  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  be  exceeded  where  the  Land  Com- 
mission consider  that  a  larger  advance  may  be  sanctioned  to  any 
purchaser  without  prejudice  to  the  wants  and  circumstances  of  other 
persons  residing  in  the  neighbourhood ' ;  and  in  page  28,  lines  3  and  4, 
to  leave  out  the  words  *  under  the  circumstances  aforesaid,'  and  insert 
the  words  *  where  the  Land  Commission  consider  it  expedient  under 
the  circumstances  mentioned  in  the  preceding  sub-section.'" — (The 
Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Viscount  Templetown  200 

Amendment  moved-  - 

"  In  page  27,  to  lefive  out  Clause  52." — (Viscount  Templetown,) 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdotjone  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  301 

On  Question,  that  Clause  52,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  their  Lord- 
ships divided  : — Contents,  54  ;  Not-Contents,  50. 

Clause  52,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  53. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire       303 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  28,  line  25,  after  the  word  *  after '  to  insert  the  words 
*  they  become  aware  of.' " — (The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  28,  line  34,  after  the  word  '  otherwise '  to  insert  as  a 
new  sub-section  the  words :  *  (2)  Not  more  than  one  person  shall 
without  the  consent  of  the  Land  Commission  be  registered  as  the 
owner  of  a  holding  under  Part  IV.  of  the  Local  Kegistration  of  Title 
(Ireland)  Act,  1891.'"— (TA^  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  29,  line  2,  after  the  word  'part'  to  insert  the  words 
*  the  consent  of  the  Land  Commission  under  this  enactment  may,  in 
the  case  of  a  charge  created  by  a  will,  be  given  at  any  time  whether 
before  or  after  the  death  of  the  testator.'  " — (The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  29,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  a '  and  to  insert  the 
word  *  the,'  and  after  the  word  *  holding '  to  insert  the  words  *  executed 
after  the  commencement  of  this  Act.' " — {The  Dvke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  29,  line  7,  after  the  word  *  chargeant,'  to  insert  the 
words  *  or,  in  the  case  of  a  charge  created  by  a  will  or  codicil,  within 
six  months  from  the  death  of  the  testator.' " — {The  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  MorUeagle  of  Brandon  305 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  29,  line  8,  after  the  word  *  void,'  to  insert  as  a  new 
subnsection  the  words  *■  No  shop  debt  shall  be  recoverable  by  the  sale 
of  any  such  holding,  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  in  rateable  value,  on 
which  the  proprietor  resides.' " — {Lord  Monteagle  of  Brandon.) 

Lord  Castletown    .,  305 

Marquess  of  Lcmsdovjrui     ...         ...         ...•         ...         ...         ...         .*.     305 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  53,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  54. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  54,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Viscount  Tenipletown         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     306 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  54,  to  insert  the  following  new  clause :  *  The  word 
"estate"  in  Section 5  of  the  Act  of  1881  shall  include  such  lands  of  a 
landlord  as  are  retained  by  him,  or  repurchased  upon  any  sale  of  an 
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estate  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  including  this  Act,  and  the  Land 
Commission  may  authonse  a  resumption  under  the  said  section,  not- 
withstanding that  the  holding  in  respect  of  which  such  resumption  is 
authorised  is  held  at  a  judicial  rent  fixed  for  a  first  or  subsequent 
statutory  term/" — {ViscourU  Templetown,) 

The  Ea/rl  of  Crewe 306 

Lyrd  CUmiyrock      307 

The  Marquess  of  LansdotOTie         ...         307 

Lord  Inchiquin 308 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire    ... 308 

The  Lord  CJtaticellor  of  Ireland    ...  310 

Lord  Cadletmmt 311 

The  Marqttess  of  Lansdovme         ...         312 

The  Earl  of  Doiioughmore  ...  312 

Lord  Ttoeedmouth 313 

The  Duke  of  Abercom       313 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 313 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 3U 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  55. 

Amendments  moved — 

"  In  page  29,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  require '  and  insert 
the  words  *  request  to  be  furnished  with.' " 

"  In  line  26,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  holding '  to  the  word 
*  an '  in  line  27,  and  insert  the  words  *  in  respect  of  which.' " 

"  In  line  27,  after  the  word  *  Acts '  to  insert  the  words  *  has  been 
made.' " — (The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  55,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  56. 

Lord  Castletown     ...         ^,.  .      ...         ,..  •       

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  30,  line  34,  after  the  word  *  matter '  to  insert  as  a  new 
sub  section  the  words  *  in  the  cases  of  sales  to  tenants  other  than  sales 
by  the  Land  Commission  or  sales  by  the  Land  Judge,  the  date  at  which 
interest  on  the  purchase-money  payable  under  Sul^ection  2  of  Section 
35  of  the  Act  of  1896,  shall  begin  to  be  payable  shall  be — (a.)  If  the 
a^eement  for  purchase  be  made  on  any  first  day  of  May  or  first  day 
of  November,  from  the  date  of  such  agreement ;  (6.)  In  all  other  cases 
from  a  date  to  be  specified  in  the  agreement,  and  not  being  earlier  than 
the  gale  day  immediately  preceding  the  date  of  agreement,  and  the 
same  shall  be  payable  by  the  Land  Commission  to  the  vendor.' " — 
(Lord  Castletown.) 

The  Lard  Chancellor  of  Ireland 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  56,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Clause  57. 

Lord  Castletown         317 

Clause  57  agreed  to. 
Clause  58  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"After  Clause  58  to  insert  as  a  new  clause  :  (1.)  Where,  in  the 
course  of  proceedings  for  the  sale  under  the  Landed  Estates  Court 
(Ireland)  Act,  1858,  or  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  of  an  estate  it  appears 
that  the  owner  or  any  tenants  of  holdings  on  the  estate  are  in  occupa- 
tion of  portions  of  an  adjoining  estate,  and  that  the  owner  or  any 
tenants  of  holdings  on  the  adjoining  estate  are  in  occupation  of 
portions  of  the  first-mentioned  estate,  whether  such  exchange  of 
occupation  is  the  result  of  an  agreement  or  is  occasioned  by  the 
alteration  of  the  course  of  a  stream,  or  otherwise,  the  Land  Judge  or 
the  Judicial  Commissioner,  as  the  case  may  be,  may,  if  he  thinks  it 
expedient,  with  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  respective  estates, 
make  an  order  ratifying  the  exchange,  and  the  order  or  a  map  or  plan 
annexed  thereto  shall  show  the  lands  given  and  taken  in  exchange 
respectively.  (2.)  The  lands  taken  upon  any  such  exchange  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  held  by  the  same  tenure,  and  shall,  without  any  con- 
veyance or  other  assurance  in  relation  thereto,  go  and  enure  to  and 
upon  the  same  uses  and  trusts  and  be  subject  lo  the  same  rents, 
conditions,  charges  and  incumbrances,  as  the  land  given  upon  such 
exchange  would  have  stood  limited  upon,  and  been  subject  to,  if  the 
order  had  not  been  made ;  and  the  land  given  upon  such  exchange 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  held  by  the  same  tenure  and  shall  without  any 
conveyance  or  other  assurance  in  relation  thereto,  go  and  enure  to  and 
upon  the  same  uses  and  trusts  and  be  subject  to  the  same  rents,  condi- 
tions, charges  and  incumbrances,  as  the  land  taken  upon  such  exchange 
would  have  stood  limited  upon  and  been  subject  to  if  the  order  had 
not  been  made.  (3.)  All  rights  and  remedies  for  recovery  of  rents 
payable  in  respect  of  either  portion  of  the  lands  so  exchanged  shall  be 
exercisable  in  respect  of  and  may  be  pursued  against  the  lands  given 
or  taken  upon  such  exchange  as  the  case  may  be,  in  the  same  manner 
as  they  might  theretofore  have  been  exercised  or  pursued  against  the 
lands  originally  liable  thereto.'  " — (The  DuJcs  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  59. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  32,  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  the,'  and  insert  the 
word  *  a.'  "—{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

TJie  Earl  of  Drogheda        318 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  32,  after  Sub-section  7,  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section : 
*  (8)  In  all  cases  in  which  the  Commissioners  of  Woods,  Forests,  and 
Land  Revenue  are  parties  to  any  proceedings  in  the  High  Court  or  the 
Land  Commission,  the  Court  or  Judge  shall  have  power  to  award  costs 
to  or  against  said  Commissioners.' " — {The  Earl  of  Drogheda.) 
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Lord  Robertson       319 

The  Lard  ChanceUar  of  Ireland      319 

Lmd  Dunboyne       319 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  59,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  59,  to  insert  as  a  new  clause  the  words :  *  When  any 
quit  rent  or  other  perpetual  rent  payable  to  the  Crown  or  any  portion 
thereof  has  been  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  twenty  years,  or  is, 
under  the  provisions  of  any  contract,  paid  in  respect  of  any  lands,  such 
rent,  or  portion  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  deemed  to  bo 
charged  on  those  lands  whether  originally  so  charged  or  not.' " — {The 
Dvke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  60. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  32,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  balance  '  to  insert  as  a  new 
sub-section  wie  words :  *  (3)  Where  in  the  like  case  the  Court  is  satisfied 
that  the  land  sold  is  entitled  to  be  indemnificii  against  any  claim  in 
respect  of  a  superior  interest  by  other  lands,  and  that  the  other  lands 
are  a  sufficient  security  therefor,  the  Court  may,  upon  such  terms  (if 
any)  and  in  such  manner  as  appears  equitable,  exclusively  charge  the 
whole  of  the  superior  interest  upon  the  other  lands.  (4)  The  foregoing 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  apply  with  the  necessary  modifications 
to  any  superior  interest  or  portion  thereof  afiFecting  the  land  sold,  or  to 
the  redemption  money  of  such  interest  or  portion,  as  if  the  same  were 
land  sold.    — {The  Dvke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  32,  line  39,  after  the  word  *  Crown '  to  insert  the  words 
*  Court  in  this  section  means  the  Land  Judge  or  the  Judicial  Commis- 
sioner as  the  case  may  be.' " — {Lord  Castletown,) 

The  Marqtiess  of  Lansdowne  320 

On  Question,  Amendment  disagreed  to. 
Clause  60,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  61. 

Amendment  moved— 

"In   page   33,  to   leave  out   Sub-section   3.'' — {The  Marquees  of 
Lansdaume,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  61,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Clause  62. 

The  Earl  of  Dorumghmore *    ...     321 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  33,  line  17,  to  omit  the  words  'therein  mentioned'  in 
order  to  insert  the  words  *  of  a  superior  interest.' " — {The  Earl  of 
Dorumghmore,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Castletown 322 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  33,  line  19,  after  the  word  *be*  to  insert  the  words 
'and  in  determining  such  price,  regard  shall  be  had  to  the  rate  of 
interest  which  might  be  obtained  upon  such  redemption  price  if  the 
same  were  invested  in  trustees'  securities.' " — {Lord  Castletown,) 

TJte  Earl  of  Belmare  322 

The  Lard  Chancellor  of  Ireland 323 

Lord  Castletown      323 

On  Question,  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Clause  62,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  63. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  33,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words  *for  the  non- 
pa3anent  of  any  sum  due  to  them.' " — {The  Marquees  of  Lansdovme,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  63,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  64  agreed  to. 

Clause  65. 

The  Marquess  of  La/iisdowne  324 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  34,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  deposit '  to  insert  as  a  new 
sub-section  the  words :  *  (3)  Where  any  land  upon  which  portion  of 
a  purchase  annuity  has  been  arranged  by  the  Lana  Commission  is  con- 
veyed to  the  proprietor  of  a  holding  subject  to  a  purchase  annuity,  that 
holding  and  the  land  so  conveyed  shall  be  deemed  one  holding,  and  of 
the  said  annuity,  and  portion  shall  be  payable  in  such  manner  and  sub- 
ject to  such  conditions  as  may  be  prescribed.' " — {Tlie  Marquess  of  Lans- 
dovme,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Oranmore  and  Brovme  325 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  34,  after  line  6,  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words : 
*  (3)  The  powers  and  provisos  for  the  redemption  or  satisfaction  of 
superior  interests  conferred  by  Section  31  of  the  Act  of  1896  shall  be 
varied  and  extended  so  as  to  enable  the  owner  to  satisfy  a  terminable 
charge  by  investing  a  capital  sum  in  investments  authorised  pursuant 
to  this  Act,  the  interest  on  which  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  charge, 
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and  thereupon  the  balance  of  the  purchase-money  shall  be  discharged 
from  any  lien  in  respect  of  such  superior  interest,  and  upon  the 
termination  of  the  charge  the  said  capital  sum  so  invested  shall  revert 
to  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  benefit  of  the  succession  would 
have  accrued  on  the  death  of  the  annuitant  had  the  estate  not  been 
sold/  " — (Lord  Oranmore  and  Browne,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Clause  6'5,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  66  agreed  to. 

Clause  67. 

Lord  Castletown      326 

Clauses  67  and  68  agreed  to. 

Clause  69. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  34,  line  42,  after  the  word  *  may  '  to  insert  the  words 
'  on  the  application  of  any  person  interested,  or  without  such  applica- 
tion, with  the  consent  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,'  and  leave  out  the  words 
'  such  authority ',  and  insert  the  words  '  the  Judicial  Commissioner  if 
he  thinks  fit.'  —(The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  69,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  70. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  35,  line  17,  after  the  word  *cent.'  to  insert  the  words 

*  per  annum.  ' — (The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  70,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  71  agreed  to. 
Clause  72. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  33,  line  40,  after  the  word  *  the,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  trustees  of  the.'  " — (Tlie  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  72,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  73  agreed  to. 
Clause  74. 
Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  36,  line  18,  after  the  word  Mess,'  to  insert  as  a  new 
sub-section  the  words,  *  (2)  Sub-section  4  of  Section  3  of  this  Act 
shall  apply  in  the  case  of  any  land  in  respect  of  which  an  advance  is 
made  in  pursuance  of  th's  section.' " — (The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

d  2 
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Clause  74,  ad  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  75  agreed  to. 
Clause  76. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  36,  line  35,  after  the  word  *  cutting,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  or  making.  "—{7%«  Duke  of  Devanshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  76,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  77  to  81  agreed  to. 
Clause  82. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  38,  line  2,  after  the  word  *  Board,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  in  lieu  of  the  members  of  the  Land  Commission  nominated  under 
Sub-section  1  of  Section  34  of  the  Act  of  1891.'  "—(The  Duke  of 
Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  82,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  Dewmhire 328 

Amendment  moved — 

*^  After  Clause  82  to  insert  as  a  new  clause  the  words :  '  Section  18 
of  the  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Act,  1899,  which 
makes  provision  with  respect  to  congested  districts  counties,  is  hereby 
repealed.'" — {The  Duke  o)  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  83  agreed  to. 

Clause  84. 

Lord  Castletovm 328 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  38,  line  35,  after  the  second  word  *  Commissioner '  to 
insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words  :  *  (2)  For  the  purpose  of  assist 
ing  the  County  Court  Judge  in  determining  any  question  under  the 
Land  Law  Acts  relating  to  a  holding,  the  Land  Commission  shall  assign 
to  each  Civil  Bill  Court  a  Lay  Assistant  Commissioner,  who  shall  inspect 
the  holding,  sit  with,  and  assist  the  County  Court  Judge  as  a  Lay 
Assessor.' " — (Lord  Castletovm.) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 329 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  84  agreed  to. 
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Clause  85. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  38,  line  36,  at  the  beginning  of  the  clause  to  insert  the 
words  *  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act/  " — (Hie  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Macnaghien 329 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  38,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  word  'appeal?,'  and  insert 
the  words  *  apply  for  a  re-hearing.'" — {Lord  Macnaghten,) 


330 
331 
332 
332 
333' 


The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 

Lord  Macfuighten  ... 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Irr^and 

Lord  Dunboyne 

Lord  Macnaghten 

On  Question,  "  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause,"  their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents,  42 ;  Net-Contents,  55. 

Words  inserted. 

Lord  Castl^tami 333 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  39,  line  5,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words,  *  who  e^all 
inspect  the  holding  and  report  thereon  to  the  Judicial  Commissioner.'" 
— {Lord  Macnaghten.) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Irekmd     335 

On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Amendments  moved — 

"  In  page  39,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  which  '  to  insert  the  words 

*  should  have  been  but.' " 

"  In  line  1 2,  after  the  word  *  Commissioner,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  who  hears  the  appeal.' " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  39,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  re-hearings '  to  leave  out  the 
words  to  the  end  of  line  23." — {Lord  Macnaghten.) 

Ths  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 336 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  85,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  86  agreed  to. 
Clause  87. 

TheEarlofWesimeath       336 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  ST."— {The  Earl  of  WestmeaOi.) 
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The  Earl  of  Arran 337 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire : 337 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  88.    . 

Amendment  moved^ 

"  In  page  40,  line  17,  after  the  word  *  reason  '  to  insert  the  word 

*  solely.'  "-^{The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  40,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  judicially '  and  insert 
the  words  *in  the  absence  of  other  provisions.*" — {Tfie  Duke  of 
Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  40,  line  21,  after  the  word  'apply*  to  insert  the  words 

*  as  from  the  commencement  of  this  Act.' " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Castletotvn     338 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  40,  line  24,  after  the  word  *  aforesaid '  to  insert  as  a 
new  sub-section  :  *  Any  tenant  holding  land  under  a  lease  or  grant 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Church  Temporalities  Acts 
or  the  Trinity  College  Leasing  Powers  Acts  reserving  a  variable  rent 
calculable  as  aforesaid  may,  if  such  rent  exceeds  one-half  the  annual 
rateaUe  value  of  such  land,  apply  to  the  Land  Commission  in  the 
prescribed  manner  to  have  the  rent  payable  under  such  lease  or  grant 
varied  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  the  said  Act  of  63  &  64 
Vict.,  c.  58,  in  respect  of  tithe  rent-charge,  and  thereupon  the  Land 
Commission  shall,  after  giving  such  notice  as  may  be  prescribed  to  the 
owners  of  such  rents,  determine  the  said  rent  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  the  said  rent  were  tithe  rent-charge,  and  the  provisions  of  the  said 
Act  will  apply  with  the  necessary  modifications.*  "—(Lord  Gadletovm,) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 
Clause  88,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  89  agreed  to. 
Clause  90. 
Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  40,  line  30,  after  the  words  *  1881  *  to  insert  the  words 

*  or  under  that  section.*  *' — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmm-e 339 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  40,  line  31,  after  the  word  *days*  to  insert  the  words 

*  all  such  rules  shall  be  made  by  a  majority  of  the  Land  Commissioners, 
which  majority  shall  iacl^de  the  Juaicial  Commissjpner.'  *' — {The  Earl 
of  Donoiighmore.)  '       ' 
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The  Lard  Chancellor  of  Ireland 340 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 
Clause  90,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

LcrdEndy '    ...     340 

Amendment  moved — 

"After  Clause  90,  to  insert  as  a  new  clause  the  words  *The 
occupier  of  any  cottage  now  or  hereafter  to  be  erected  under  the 
Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to  1896,  shall  be  entitled  to  purchase 
his  homestead  on  such  terms  as  the  Local  Government  Board  shall 
approve,  not  being  a  larger  sum  than  the  said  cottage  cost  to  the 
District  Council,  and  the  I^and  Commission  may  advance  to  such 
occupier  the  entire  purchase  money  on  the  same  terms  as  this  Act 
provides  for  agricultural  holdings.* '  — {Lord  Emly,) 

The  Earl  of  Belrmre  341 

Lord  Monteagle  of  Brandon         i 342 

The  Duke  of  DewMhire 343 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Ckuse  91. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  40,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  the  representation,* 
and  insert  the  words  'any  representation  under  the  Labourers 
(Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to  1896,  affecting  him.*"— (^Ae  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

L&rdEndy  343 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  40,  line  39,  after  the  word  *  day  *  to  insert  the  words 
*  or  any  artisan  wholly  or  mainly  employed  by  the  agricultural  popu- 
lation in  the  district.' " — (Lord  Endy,) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  91,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  92. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  41,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  representation,'  to  insert  the 
words  *  and  should  they  propose  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  said 
scheme,  they  must  state  in  writing  the  reason  or  reasons  for  such 
alteration,  and  submit  this  reason  or  those  reasons  so  stated  in  writing 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  for  the  sanction,  amendment,  or 
rejection  of  such  alteration  by  the  Local  Government  Board,*" — 
(Lord  Emly.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Copipaittee,  withdrawn, 

Clause  92  agreed  to. 
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Clause  93. 

L(/rd  Emly  345 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  41,  lines  10  and  11,  to  leave  out  the  words  *a  Court  of 
summary  jurisdiction '  and  insert  the  words  *  the  County  Court 
Judge.'  ^'—{Lard  Errdy.) 

The  Earl  of  DoTWughmare 345 

Lord  Inchiqum       346 

Lard  Robertson       347 

The  Ihike  of  Devonshire     348 

The  Earl  of  Meaih             349 

The  Earl  of  IVedmeath      350 

Lord  Emly             350 

On  Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause,"  their  Lordships  divided :— Contents,  48;  Not-Contents,  66. 

Words  inserted. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  41,  line  11,  after  the  word  'compensation,' to  insert 
the  words  *  against  his  employer.'  "—{Loi'd  Emly.) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire     ^         351 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 352 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  41,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  Court*  and  insert 
the  words  'County  Court  Judge.'" — (Lard  Emly,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  41,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  Court  and  insert 
the  words  *  County  Court  Judge  shall.' " — (Lord  Emly.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Emly     ..•  363 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  41,  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  word  'three'  and  insert 
the  word  '  six,'  and  after  the  word  *  wages '  insert  the  words  *  and  costs 
of  proceedings  against  his  employer,  and  the  notice  and  order  thereon 
shall  be  free  of  stamp  duty.' " — {Lord  Errdy,) 

The  Earl  of  Crewe  353 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Lord  Inchiquin     ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...         ...  ...     354 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  Clause  93." — (Lord  Inchiquin.) 

On  Question,  "  That  Clause  93,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  their 
Lordships  divided  : — Contents,  44 ;  Not-Contents,  68. 
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Clause  94. 

Lord  Emly  355 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  41,  line  19,  after  the  word  *  shall,*  to  insert  the  words 
*  hold  a  pubue  and  sworn  inquiry,  of  which  fourteen  clear  days'  notice 
shall  have  been  previously  conspicuously  given  by  means  of  notices 
posted  on  the  police  barrack  and  post  office  nearest  to  the  said  estate/ '' 
— {Lord  Emly,) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  41,  line  21,  after  the  word  'therefore,'  to  insert  the 
words  *  accommodation  shall  not  be  deemed  sufficient  unless  there  be  a 
cottage  and  an  acre  plot  to  every  fifty  acres  of  such  estate,  and  such 
cottages  may  be  placed,  and  such  acres  selected,  on  holdings  not  abut- 
ting on  a  public  highway,  and  the  Land  Commission  shall  have  power 
to  make  such  provision  for  a  right  of  way  to  such  cottages  as  they 
may  deem  reasonable.'" — {Lord  Emly.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  41,  line  23,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  Ireland  '  to 
the  word  *  umler '  in  line  25  and  insert  the  words  *and  shall  be  deemed 
a  scheme  formulated  by  the  council  of  the  rural  district  in  which  the 
land  comprised  in  the  scheme  is  situate.' " — {Lord  Emly.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  94  agreed  to. 

Clause  95. 

Amendment  moved^ 

"In  page  41,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  must  either  be ' 
and  insert  the  words  *  is  either.' " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  41,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  be '  and  insert  the 
word  *is.'  — (2'Atf  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  95,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  96. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 356 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  42,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  Commission ' 
to  the  end  of  the  paragraph,  and  insert  the  words  *in  the  manner 
directed  by  Sub-section  6  of  Section  29  of  the  Act  of  1891.  The 
expression  '  demesne '  includes  any  mansion  house  or  other  buildings 
thereon  :  The  expression  *  vesting  order '  includes  fiat. " — {The  Duke  of 
Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  42,  line  34,  after  the  word  *  Act '  to  insert  the  words 
'or  enactment,'  and  after  the  word  'amending'  to  insert  the  word 
'applying/"— (I%«  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  96,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  97. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmare 357 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  43,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  vendor,'  to  insert  the  words 
*  or  tenant.* " — (The  Earl  of  Dorumghtnore.) 

The  Marquess  of  Lansilowne  357 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 357 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 358 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  43,  line  4,  after  the  word  •  sale,'  to  insert  the  words 
'Provided  thit  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  apply  to 
any  such  rights  upon  the  termination  of  any  outstanding  estate  or 
interest  therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  rights  had  been  in  the 
possession  or  enjoyment  of  the  vendor  at  the  time  of  sale.'  " — {The  Earl 
of  Donoughmore.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 
Clause  97  agreed  to. 
Clause  98  agreed  to. 

Lord  Macnaghien 358 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  98,  to  insert  as  a  new  clause  the  words :  '  In  the 
framing  of  any  rules  relating  to  legal  procedure,  the  remuneration 
of  solicitors  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  as  amended  by  this  Act, 
the  President  of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society  of  Ireland  for  the 
time  being  shall  be  associated  with  the  Land  Commission  as  a  member 
of  the  rule-making  authority.' " — (Lord  Macnaghten.) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland     359 

Lo)d  MacnaglUen 359 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  99  agreed  to. 

Clause  100  agreed  to. 

Clause  101  agreed  to. 

Schedule. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  44,  line  21,  after  the  first  word  *  three '  to  insert  the 
words,  *  In  Subsection  1  of  Section  34,  from  "  a  member  "  to  "  forestry  " 
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and  the  words  '  the  Chief  Secretary  when  absent  shall  be  replaced  by  • 
the   Under    Secretary  to    the  Lord    Lieutenant/" — {The^   Duke    of 
Devonshire.) 

On  Question^  Amendment  agieed  to. 

Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Title,  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  Devmshire       360 

The  Marquess  of  Bipan        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  361 

Standing  Cppjipittee  negatived. 

The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  on  ^lopday  next ;  and  Bill  to 
be  printed  as  amended.     (No.  201.) 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure ;  and  resumed  by  the  Earl  of  Morley. 


Artillery  Officers. 

Viscount  Templetown  361 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  {The  Earl  of  Hairlwicke) 361 

FertHisers  and  Feeding  Stnffs  Bill  Fh^.]  —[Second  Reading]. — Order  of 
the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Viscount  Templetown  362 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agricalture  {The  Earl  of  Onslow)  ...  ..  363 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  Order). 

Naval  Works  Bill— [Second  Reading]. — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  {The  Earl  of  Selbome) 364 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  road  2\"—{The  Earl  of  Selborne.) 

Lord  Tweedmouth 371 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2»  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Employment  of  Children  Bill — [Second  Reading]. — Order  of  the  Day  for 
the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Belper 375 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2»  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Ireland  Development  Qrant  Bill — [Second  Reading]. — Order  of  the  Day 
for  the  Second  Reading  read. 


The  Earl  of  Denbigh  >..  377 

and  Bill  to  be 
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Grievances  of  Reserve  Officers. 

Lord  Boamead  377 

The  Earl  of  Hardtoicke       379 

Post  Office  Sites  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order).  Bill 
reported  without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and  Bill 
to  be  read  3»  on  Monday  next 381 

British  Consul-General  in  Crete. 

Lord  Newton  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...        ...  381 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume)     384 

Addenbrooke's  Hospital  BilL — Bead  3*  (according  to  Order),  and  passed  ...    385 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  BilL — Third  Beading  (which  stood 

appointed  for  yesterday)  put  off  to  Monday  next 385 

Poor  Law  (Dissolution  of  School  Districts  and  Adjustments)  BilL— 

Bead  3*  (according  to  Order),  and  passed 385 

Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  Bill.— Bead  3»  (according  to  Order),  with 

the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons        385 

Business  op  the  House.— Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  to  be  considered  on 
Monday  next  in  order  to  its  being  suspended  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session 385 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  One  o'clock  a.m.  to 
Monday  next,  Three  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  FBIDAY,  7th  AUGUST,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Cork  Harbour  Bill ;  Ebbw  Vale  Water  and  Improvement  Bill ;  Erith  Tram- 
ways and  Improvement  Bill ;  Great  Central  Railway  Bill ;  North  Eastern 
Railway  Bill ;  Sheffield  Corporation  Bill ;  South  Yorkshire  Joint  Railways 
Bill;  Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire)  Sewerage  Board  Bill. — Lords' 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to        386 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 

Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments  . . .     386 

North- Western  Electricity  and  Power-Oas  Bill  [Lords].— To  be  read 

the  third  time  upon  Monday  next     386 

Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich  Tramways  Bill  [Lords].— A  verbal 
Amendment  made;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments      , 386 

Salford  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  (King's  Consent  signified).— Bill  read  the 

third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments 386 

Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the 

third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments     ...         386 
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Privato  Bills. — Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  220  and  246,  relating  to 
Private  Bills,  be  suspended  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

That  as  regards  Private  Bills  to  be  returned  by  the  House  of  Lords 
with  Amendments,  such  Amendments  (if  unopposed)  be  considered  forth- 
with. 

That  as  regards  Private  Bills  to  be  returned  by  the  House  of  Lords 
with  Amendments,  such  Amendments  (if  opposed)  shall  be  considered  at 
such  times  as  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  may  determine. 

That  when  it  is  intended  to  propose  any  Amendments  thereto,  a  copy 
of  such  Amendments  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Private  Bill  Office,  and 
notice  given  on  the  day  on  which  the  Bill  shall  have  been  returned  from 
the  Lords. — {The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.)      386 

Hastings  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]. — Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders  211  and 
236  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Selection  have  leave 
to  appoint  the  Committee  on  the  Bill,  to  sit  and  proceed  on  Tuesday,  11th 
August. — (The  Chaimum  of  Ways  and  Means.)  387 

South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  —Re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed 387 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments; Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed      387 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to— Wick  and  Pulteney 
Harbours  Order  Confirmation  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  Railway  Bill,  Coventry  Electric  Tram- 
ways Bill,  Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway  Bill,  now — Strabane,  Raphoe, 
and  Convoy  Railway  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendment  to  Amendments  to — East  Ham  Improvement  Bill,  without 
Amendment      387 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Prices. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered 
6th  August;  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour']]  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  321.] 387 

Trade  (British  Colonies  with  Foreign  Countries). — Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  6th  August ;  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour']  ]  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  322.]     ^ 387 

Local  Government  Board. — Copy  presented,  of  Thirty-second  Annual  Report 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  1902-3  [bv  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table     '. 388 

Board  of  Agriculture  (Distribution  of  Grants). — Copy  presented,  of 
Annual  Report  on  the  Distribution  of  Grants  for  Agricultural  Education 
and  Research  in  the  year  1902-3  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...     388 

Canada.— Copy  presented,  of  Address  to  His  Majesty  on  Irish  Affairs  from 
the  House  ol  Commons  of  Canada,  and  the  Reply  thereto  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 388 

Colonial  Reports  (Annual). — Copy  presented,  of  Colonial  Report,  No.  392 
(St  Helena,  Annual  Report  for  1902)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table 388 
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East  India  Revenue  Accounts.— Ordered,  That  the  several  Accounts  and 
Papers  which  have  been  presented  to  the  House  in  this  session  of  Parlia- 
ment relating  to  the  Revenues  of  India  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. — {Secretary  Lord  George  Hamilton.) 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon  Thursday  next,  resolve  itself  into  the 

said  Committee. — {Secretary  Lord  George  Bamilton.) '.     388 

Rand  Mines  (Native  Mortality). — Address  for  "  Return  of  the  Statistics  of 
Mortality,  Sickness  and  Desertion  amongst  the  natives  employed  in  the 
Rand  Mines  during  the  period  October,  1902,  to  March,  1903." — {Mr. 
Trevelyan.)        388 

London  (Equalisation  of  Rates)  Act,  1894  (Accounts  Under  Section  1  (7) 
OF  THE  Act). — Return  ordered,  "  showing  according  to  the  accounts  for 
the  twelve  months  preceding  the  31st  day  of  March,  1903,  furnished  to 
the  Ijocal  Government  Board  under  Section  1  (7)  of  the  London 
(Equalisation  of  Rates)  Act,  1894  ;  (1)  The  amounts  paid  during  the  year 
out  of  the  Equalisation  Fund  under  the  Act  to  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  London  and  each  of  the  Councils  of  Metropolitan  Boroughs  to  whom 
payments  out  of  that  fund  were  made  ;  (2)  The  amount  of  the  expenses  in- 
curred during  the  year  by  each  of  these  authorities  (a)  under  the  Public 
Health  (London)  Act  1891  (including  expenses  of  scavenging  streets);  (b) 
in  respect  of  lighting;  and  (c)  in  respect  of  streets  (other  than  the  ex- 
penses of  scavenging) ;  and  (3)  The  amount  expended  during  the  year  by 
each  such  authority  out  of  the  sums  received  by  them  under  the  Act  (in 
continuation  of  ParUamentary  Paper,  No.  301,  of  session  1902)." — {Mr. 
Grant  Lawson)   ...         388 

Local  Taxation  Account,  1902-3. — Return  ordered,  "showing  in  respect  of 
the  financial  year  ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1903,  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  Local  Taxation  Licences,  Estate  Duty,  and  Local  Tax- 
ation (Customs  and  Excise)  Duties  paid  into  the  Local  Taxation  Account 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  the 
Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Act,  1890,  and  The  Finance  Act, 
1894  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  274,  of  session 
1902)."— {Mr.  GrarU  Lawscm.) 389 

Duties  on  BRniSH  Gk)0DS  (Foreign  Countries). —Order  r24th  April,  1902] 

for  Return  relative  thereto  read,  and  discharged. — {Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  ..      389 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWEES  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Marine  Insurance  Law  Consolidation  Bill.— Question,  Sir  Albert  Rollit 

(Islington,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 389 

Regulations    as    to    Importation    of   Dogs. — Question,    Mr.    Channing 

(Northamptonshire,  E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes     390 

Pay  of  Dockyard   Joiners.— Question,  Mr.  Kearley  (Devonport) ;  Answer, 

Mr,  Amold-Forster      391 

Cost  AND  Plans  OF  Proposed  Extension  of  British  Museum.— Questions, 

Lord  Balcarres  (Lancashire,  Chorley);  Answers,  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish    ...     391 

Model  of  Proposed  National  Memorial  to  Queen  Victoria. — Question, 

Lord  Balcarres ;  Answer,  Mr.  Victor  Cavendidi       391 

Rates  Paid  by  Railway  Companies  to  Ixkjal  Authorities. — Question,  Sir 

John  Colomb  (Great  Yarmouth);  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour      392 
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Irish  Postal  Order  Departbiknt. — Que«tioii,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  .^ 31)2 

Irish  Non-voted  Accounts. — Question,  Mr.  Field ;  Answer,  Mr.  Elliot         ...     393 

Grant  to  Scottish  National  Gallery.— Question,  Sir  J.  Stirling-Maxwell 

(Glasgow^  College) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Elliot        393 

Central  Telegraph  Office,  London — Meal  Beliefs. — Question,  Mr.  Claude 

Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton);  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain      394 

Rynn  and  Black  Eiver  Drainage,  County  Leitrim. — Questions,  Mr.  J.  P. 

Farrell  (Longford,  N.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Wyndhara 394 

Educahon    of   Tamil   Children    in  Ceylon. — Question,  Sir  Mancherjee 

Bhownaggree  (Bethnal  Green,  N.K) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  ...     395 

Transfer  of  Aden  from  India  Office  to  Foreign  Office.— Question,  Sir 

Mancherjee  Bhownaggree;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour       396 

Mr.  E.  T.  Hooley. — Questions,  Mr.  Markham  (Nottinghamshire,  Mansfield) ; 

Answers,  Sir  Robert  Finlay 396 

Motor-Cars  Bills  [LordsJ. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 
Clause  1. 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury  (Camberwell,  Peckham)     397 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  lino  5,  after  the  word  *  drives,'  to  insert  the  words 
*  or  being  an  owner  permits  when  present.' " — {Sir  Frederick  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  {Mr, 


Walter  Long ^  Bristol,  S,)    398 


Mr,  Channing  {Northamptonshire,  E») 398 

Mr.  Cripps  (Lancaslnre,  Stretford)  399 

Mr.  fFaUace  (Perth)         399 

Mr.  Dalzid  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 399 

Mr.  Lawson' Walton  {Leeds,  S.) 399 

Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  {fFestminster)  400 

The  Attorney-General  {Sir  Bobert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)       400 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"In  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  when  present.' " 

Amendment  to  proposed  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  37;  Noes,  72.     (Division  List  No.  239.) 
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Mr,  Walter  Long ,         401 

Mr,  Dalziel  401 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  recklessly  or  negli- 
gently, or/   -(ifr.  Dalziel) 

Question  proposed,  *<  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Walter  Lmg 402 

Mr,  Malcolm  {Suffolk,  Stowviarket)  403 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr,  Allhusen  {Hackfteyj  Central) 403 

Amendment  proposed-r- 

"In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  'or  at  a  speed.'" — 
(Mr,  AlViusen,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Walter  Long 40^ 

Sir  Albert  RoUU  {hlxThgton,  S.) 404 

Mr,  Bayley  {Derbyshire^  Chesterfield)        404 

Mr,  Scott-Montagu  {Hampshire^  New  Forest)       405 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Brigg  {Yorkshire,  W,B,,  Keighl^y) 405 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  highway '  to  the 
word  *  that'  in  line  10.''— (Mr.  Brigg.) 

Question  poposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Walter  Long i05 

Major  Jameson  (Clare,  IF.) 405 

Mr,  Arthur  Lee  (Hampshire,  Fareham) 406 

Mr,  Dalziel  406 

Mr.  Seely  (Lincoln)  406 

Sir  Albert  Rdlit 407 

Mr.  Lawson  Walton'  407 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)        408 

Mr.  Bandies  (Cumberland,  Cockemwuth) 408 

Mr.  Cawley  (Lancashire,  Prestioich)  409 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  must,'  to  in^rt  the  words 
*  having  regard  to  the  provisions  of  Section  8.'  " — (Mr.  Dalziel.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  Walter  Long 409 

Mr.  Kenneth  Balfour  (Christchurch)  410 

Mr.  Dalziel  410 

Sir  Chirles  Bm$h%w  (Renfrewshire,  W.) 410 
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Mr,  Bayley  410 

Mr,  ScoU- Montagu  411 

Mr,T,M.He(dy 411 

Mr.  Walter  Lang 411 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*•  In  pace  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  might,*  to  insert  the  word 
'reasonably.^"— (3fr.  Scott-Montagu.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.Seely 412 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  11,  to  leave  out  the  words,  *  this  Act,'  and  insert 
the  words,  *  the  Highway  Act,  1835.'  ""—{Mr.  Seely.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Waller  Long 412 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Walter  Long 413 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pi^e  1,  line  11,  at  end  to  insert  the  words  *(2)  A  person 
shall  not  imder  any  circumstances  drive  a  motor-car  at  a  speed  exceed- 
ing twenty-five  miles  an  hour,  and  if  any  person  acts  in  contravention 
of  this  provision  he  shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction  in  respect  of 
the  first  offence  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  .£10,  and  in  respect  of  the 
second  offence  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £20,  and  in  respect  of  any  sub- 
sequent offence  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £50.' " — {Mr,  Jr alter  Long,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr,T.M,Healy 414 

Sir  Albert  BollU    • 414 

Amendment  amended  by  inserting  in  line  1,  after  the  word  ''car" 
the  words,  "on  a  public  highway." — {Sir  Albert  RoUit,) 

Mr.  Broadhurst     415 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  as  amended — 

"  In  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  twenty-five '  and  in  ert  the 
word  '  fifteen.'  "— (Afr.  Broadhurst.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  *  twenty -five '  stand  part  of  the  pro- 
posed .^endment,  as  amended." 

Sir  Frederick  Bankwry       416 

Major  Jameson      416 

Mr.  Cripps 417 

Mr.  Wallace  417 

Sir  F.  Diam  Hariland  {Middlesex,  Uxbridge)       418 

Mr.  WiUiam  Eedmond  {Clare,  K) 418 

Sir  Charles  Benslmto  419 

Mr,  Fuller  {mUshire,  JFestbury) 420 

VOL  CXX VTL        [Fourth  Skripx]        .  ^^^^^^^  ^^  GoOgk 
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Mr.  Remnant  (Finsbury,  Holborn) 420 

Mr.  Ghanmng        421 

Mr.  Kenneth  Balfour         422 

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  {Longford,  K) 422 

Mr.  L(mis  Sindair  {Essexf  Bomford) 423 

Mr.  Lawson  Walton  423 

Sir  Philip  Mvntz  {fFartoickshire,  Tamvxnih)        423 

Mr.  Marshall  Hall  {Ijincashire^  Southpori)  424 

Mr.  Walter  Long 425 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  {Bristol,  W.) 427 

Mr.  LaloucJiere  {Northampton)      427 

Mr.  Scott-Montagu  428 

Mr.  Kilbride  {Kildare,  S.y  429 

Mr.Dalziel 430 

Mr.  Broadhurst  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "That  the 
Question  be  now  put ; "  but  the  Chairman  withheld  his  assent,  as  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Committee  was  prepared  to  come  to  an 
immediate  decision. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  *  twenty-five  *  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Amendment,  as  amended.'' 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  42 ;  Noes,  183.     (Division  List  No.  240.) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  word  '  fifteen '  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  51 ;  Noes,  178.     (Division  List  No.  241.) 

Question,  "That  the  word  'twenty'  be  there  inserted/*    put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Murray  {Coventry)      433 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  as  amended  — 

"  In  line  4,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  ten '  and  insert  the  word 
<  five/ "—(Jfr.  Mwray.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *ten'  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Amendment,  as  amended.'' 


Mr.  Walter  Long 
Mr.  Scott-Montagu 
Mr.  Dalziel 
Major  Jameson 
Sir  Albert  Rollit 


435 
435 
435 
436 
436 


Mr.  Haviland  Burke  {King's  County,  Tullam/ore) 437 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  163 ;  Noes,  36.     (Division  List  No.  242.) 

Mr.  Loais  Sinclair 439 

Mr.  Scott-Montagu 439 

Mr.  Marshall  Hall            440 

Mr.  William  Redmond      440 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  as  amended— 

**In  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  *a  fine  not  exceeding  X50,' 
and  insert  the  words  *a  term  of  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one 
month.'  ''-^{Mr.  William  Redmond.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  proposed  Amendment,  as  amended." 
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Sir  Robert  Finlay 
Major  Jameson 


Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  as  amended,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Mr.  Dalziel  

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  as  amended — 

"At  the  end,  to  add  the  words  'provided  that  proof  of  the 
exact  measurement  and  rate  of  speed  be  produced.*" — (Mr,  Dalziel.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr,  Walter  Long 

Mr.T.M.Healy 

Sir  Albert  Rollit 

Major  Jameson      

Mr,  Louis  Sinclair 

Sir  Fartescue  Flannery  ( Yorkshire,  Shipley) 

Mr.  Scott-Montagu * 

Captain  Greville  (Bradford,  E.) 

Mr.  fFaUace  

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 

Sir  Robert  Finlay 

Mr,  Dakdel 

Mr.  Marshall  HaU 

Sir  Robert  Finlay 

Mr,  Dalziel 

Lord  Alwyne  Compton  (Bedfordshire,  Biggleswade) 
Mr,  Jforman  ( Wolverhampion,  S.) 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  45  ;  Noes,  140.     (Division  List  No.  243.) 

Question,  "That  those  words,  as  amended^  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"After  the  last  Amendment  to  insert  the  words,  'Provided  that  a 
person  prosecuted  for  an  offence  under  this  Section  shall  not  be  con 
victed  on  the  evidence  of  one  witness  only.'  " — (Mr,  Walter  Long.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  T.M,  Healy 

Lrrd  Hugh  Cecil  (Greenvoich)         

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dalziel 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2.'  ''—(Mr.  Dalziel.) 


bcvii 
Pagt 

.     441 
.     442 

442 


Question 

the  clause." 


"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 


Mr,  fFalter  Long 

Sir  Fortescue  Flannery       

Mr.  Griffith  Boscatoen  (Kent,  Tunbridge) 

Major  Jameson       , 

Mr,  Scott-Moniugu  


443 
U3 
443 
443 
444 
445 
445 
445 
446 
446 
448 
448 
449 
450 
450 
451 
451 


453 
454 


454 


455 
4.56 
456 
456 
456 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


e   2 
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Mr.  Griffith  Boscawen        ^^'^ 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  after  the  word  *  constable '  to  insert  the  words 
*  in  uniform/  " — {Mr,  Griffith  Boscatoen.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
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458 


Sir  Rdbei't  Finlay  ... 

The  Lard  Advocate  {Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  ButesJtire) 

Mr.  Norman 

Mr.  Griffith  Boscawm 

Mr.  Bayley 

Major  Jameson 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  14,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words,  *  who  refuses  to 
give  his  name  and  address,  or  whose  motor-car  does  not  bear  the  mark 
or  marks  of  identification.' "— (ifr.  ScoU-Montagu.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendm^it  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  and,'  and  insert  the 
word  *  oT.^"—{Sir  Albert  RollU.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Major  Jameson       459 

Amendment  proposed — 

" Inpa^e  1,  line  17,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'Act '  to  end  of 
clause.'' — {Majoi-  Jameson.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  dause." 

Mr.  JFalier  Long 460 

Major  Jameson       460 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Allhusen         ,         460 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  22,  after  the  word  'Act'  to  insert  the  words 
'and  shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a  fine  rot  exceeding 
£10.'"— (iifr.  Allhusen.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Walter  Long 461 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  Frederick  Banhury       ...     45x 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  22,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  (4)  If  a  driver  of 
a  motor-car  refuses  to  stop  the  movenief^t  of  the  engine  when  the 
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motor-car  is  stationary  when  requested  to  do  so  by  a  police  constable 
or  by  any  person  having  charge  of  any  horse  or  mule,  he  shall  be 
guilty  of  an  oflfence  under  this  Act' "— (&r  Frederick  Banbury,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  ScoU-MoiUagu             461 

Mr.  fFaUer  Long 461 

Mr.Dalziel           461 

Sir  Frederick  Banhiry       462 

Mr.  Norman 462 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.Dalziel  462 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  2. 

Mr.  Scctl-Montagu  463 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  26,  after  the  word  *  number,*  to  insert  the 
words  *  not  exceeding  in  size  seven  inches  in  length  by  three  inches  in 
width.' "— (ilfr.  ScoU  Montagu.) 

Question  proposed,"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Walter  Long 463 

Major  Jameson       463 

Mr.  Walter  Lmg 464 

Amendment^  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Arthur  Stanley  {Lancashire,  Ormskirk)         464 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  30,  after  the  word  *  Act '  to  insert  the  words  *  In 
any  case  m  which  the  number  hereinbefore  referred  to  is  made  use  of 
for  the  purpose  of  a  prosecution,  the  prosecutor  or  informant  shall  by 
evidence  prove  that  all  possible  means  had  been  taken  at  the  time  that 
the  alleged  offence  was  committed  to  notify  to  the  person  so  prosecuted 
that  he  was  required  to  stop.  In  default  of  which,  any  person  or  per- 
sons instituting  a  prosecution  or  laying  the  information  under  the 
Acts  aforesaid,  shall  pay  any  costs  and  expenses  incurred  by  the 
person  so  prosecuted.' " — {Mr.  Arthur  Slanky.) 

Mr.  Walter  Long 465 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  five,'  and  insert  the 
word  •  twenty.' " — {Mr.  Brigg.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  five '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  22  ;  Noes,  135.    (Division  List  No.  244.) 

Word  "  twenty  "  inserted. 
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Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  page   2,  line  5,  after  the  woitl  *  way  *  to  insert  the  word 

*  wilfully/  "—(Mr,  Louis  Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  wilfully '  be  there  inserted  in  the 
clause." 

Mr.  Walki'  Long  . . . 
Major.  Jameson 
Mr.  BurdeU-CouUs 
Mr.  Arthur  Stanley 

Mr.  Seely 

Mr.  JFalter  Long  ... 
Sir  Robert  Finlay  . . . 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  8,  to  insert  the  words,  '  unless  he  proves  that  the 
mark  had  been  obscured  or  rendered  not  easily  distinguishable  by  un- 
avoidable causes  arising  from  natural  conditions  over  which  he  had  no 
control.'"— (5'tr  Robeii  Finlay.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  sitting  was  suspended. 

On  the  return  of  the  Chairman — 

Clause  3. 

Mr.  Scott-Montagu  

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  15,  after  the  word  licensed  '  to  insert  the  words 

*  after  an  examination  conducted  by  experts  appointed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.' " — {Mr.  Scott-Montagu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Ty  Seci-etary  of  the  Local  Government  Board  {Mr.  GranJt  Lawson,  Ymk- 

shire,  N.R.,  Thirsk)   ... 
Mr.  Scott-Montagu 

Mr.  Dalziel  

Mr.  Louis  Sinclair 

Mr.  Pike  Pease  {Darlington) 

Mr.  Walter  Long 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Lawrence  {Liverpool,  Aberaromby)       

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  17,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  'No  person  shall 
drive  a  motor-car  on  a  public  highway  with  his  face  so  concealed  as  not 
to  be  reasonably  identified.' " — {Mr.  Lawrence.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
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Mr,  WaUerLmg ,.         ...     471 

Sir  Fortescue  Flarmery       471 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  22,  after  the  word  '  borough,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  or  in  the  British  Dominions  beyond  the  seas  or  in  any  foreign 
country.' " — (Mr.  Murray.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.' " 

Mr.  Walter  Long 472 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  one  shilling,'  and 
insert  the  words  *  five  shillings.' " — (Mr.  Walter  Long.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  'one  shilling'  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  Scott-Montagu 472 

Mr.  JFalter  Long 473 

Mr.Sedy 473 

Mr.AUhusen         474 

Mr.  Mwrray  474 

Mr.  Louis  Sinclair 474 

Mr.Sedy 474 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  23  ;  Noes,  89.     (Division  List  No.  245.) 

Words  inserted. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  one  shilling,'  and 
insert  the  words  *  five  shillings.' " — (Mr,  WdUer  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^e  2,  line  23,  after  the  last  Amendment  to  insert  t]\e  words 
*  and  who  (if  he  has  not  already  held  a  licence)  shows  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Council  that  he  is  competent  to  drive  a  motor-car.' " — 
(Mr.  Waltei*  Long.) 

Question  proposed,  *  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.' " 

Mr.  Scott-Montagu 475 

Mr.  Griffith  Boscaroen        476 

Sir  Fortescue  Flannery       ; 476 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes^  51 ;  Noes,  74.    (Division  List  No.  246.) 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  section,'  and  insert 
the  word  *  Act'  "—(Mr.  Walter  Long.) 
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"In  p^  2,  line  29,  to  leave  out  from  beginning  to  end  of 
line  31."— (^r.  fFaltn  Lang.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"In  page  2,  line  32,  after  tbe  word  'produced/  to  insert  the 
words  *  by  any  person  driving  a  motor-car.'  "—-{Mr,  Murray.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Major  Jameson       479 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  33,  after  the  word  *  constable,' to  insert  the 
words  '  in  uniform.'" — {Major  Jameson,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  33,  after  the  word  *  constable/  to  insert  the  words 
*  or,  in  the  event  of  the  licence  not  being  in  the  possession  of  the 
person  at  the  moment  of  demand,  he  shall  give  the  constable  his  name 
and  address.'  "—{Mr.  Philip  Foster.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment^  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  33,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  If  any  person  faib 
so  to  proouce  his  licence  he  shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction  in 
respect  of  each  offence  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £5.' " — {Mr,  Walter  Long.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Scott-Montagu  480 

Mr.  Walter  Long 480 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.Allhusen         480 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  33,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words,  <  Any  person  who 
has  been  or  riiall  be  convicted  of  an  offonce  of  which  drunkenness 
forms  part  shall  be  disqualified  for  obtaining  a  licence  for  a  period  of 
one  year  from  the  date  of  conviction,  and  any  lioenoe  wkioh  he  held 
at  the  date  of  such  conviction  shall  be  cancelled  by  such  conviction.' " 
— {Mr.  AUhusen.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Walter  Long 

Major  Jameson      

Mr.  William  M'Arthwr  {Camtmll,  St.  Austell)   ... 

Mr.  Gordon  {Londonderry^  S.)       

Mr.  Dalziel  

Mr.  Burdett'CotUis ... 
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Question  put 

The  (Tommittee  divided : — Ayes,  56 ;  Noes,  79.     (Division  List  No.  247.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^  2  and  3,  to  make  Sub-sections  4,  5,  and  6  a  separate 
clause,  witn  the  marginal  note  *  Suspension  of  licences  and  disqualifica- 
tion.' "— (^r.  Walter  Lang.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'^  In  page  3,  line  30,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  The  council  of  a 
county  or  county  borough  may  withhold  for  not  exceeding  two  years 
from  the  commencement  of  this  Act  a  licence  to  any  person  who  has 
before  the  commencement  of  this  Act  been  three  or  more  times 
convicted  of  offences  in  respect  of  a  motor-car.* " — {Mr.  Brigg.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  Robert  Finlay 483 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Scott-Montagu 483 

Amendment  proposed — 

'^  In  pa^e  3,  line  30,  after  Sub-section  6,  to  insert  the  following  sub- 
section:—<  A  licence  shall  only  be  taken  away  or  suspended  or  a 
person  disqualified  for  obtainim;  a  licence  in  consequence  of  a  breach 
of  Section  1  of  this  Act.' " — {Mr.  Scott-Montagu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.Dahiel  484 

Mr.  fTalter  Lmg 484 

Mr.  Scoit-Montagu 484 

Mr.  Waiiam  M'Aiihur 485 

Mr.  Griffitih  Boscawen        485 

Mr.  Murray  485 

Mr.  William  M' Arthur     485 

Mr.  AUhusen         485 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  30,  at  end,  to  insert  the  word:*,  *  Any  person 
under  the  a^  of  sixteen  years  shall  be  disqualified  from  obtaining 
a  licence,  and  any  person  who  already  holds  a  licence  shall  be  disquali- 
fied from  obtaining  another  licence  while  the  licence  so  held  by  him 
remains  in  force.*  ''—{Mr.  JValier  Long.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted.** 

Mr.  Arthur  Morton  {Devonpoii) 486 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  In  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  sixteen  *  and  insert  the  word 
'seventeen.'** — {Mr.  Arthur  Morton.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  'sixteen*  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Amendment.** 
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Mr,  Hmhert  Samml  (Yoi'kshire,  Cleveland)         

Mi\  Walter  Long 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  4. 

Mr,  Louis  Sinclair  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     486 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  3,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  forges  or  fraudu- 
lently .'  " — {Mr,  Louis  Sinclair,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause.'' 

Sir  Robert  Finlay 487 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  3,  line  32,  after  the  word  *  or '  insert  the  words  *  know- 
ingly and.'" — {Mr.  Scott-MorUagu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5. 

Mr.  Kenneth  Balfour         487 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  occurs,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  within  his  view  or  to  his  knowledge.' " — {Mr.  Kenneth  Balfour,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  Walter  Long 

487 

Mr.  Moss  {Denbighshire,  W.)         

488 

Mr.  Herbe^-t  SamtAcl          

...     488 

Mr,  Goi'don            

488 

Sir  Robert  Finlay               

488 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  lines  36  and  37,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  owing  to 
the  presence  of  the  motor-car  on  the  road.'" — {Mr.  Scott-Monic^,) 

Question  proposed — **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  Louis  Sinclair 

Mr.  Walter  Long     

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


489 
489 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  if  required/  and 
insert  the  word  *  shall*" — {Mr,  Brigg,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr,  WalierLang      489 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^e  3,  line  38,  after  the  word  *  owner,*  to  insert  the  words 
*and  the  registration  mark  or  number.*" — {Mr.  Brigg,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  Walter  Long     490 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  39,  after  the  word  *  person,*  to  insert  the  word 
*  knowingly.^*'— (jtfr.  Walter  Long,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  40,  to  leAve  out  from  the  word  *be,*  to  end  of 
clause,  and  insert  the  words  'guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  Act.'** — 
{Sir  Frederick  Bambury,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause.** 

Mr,  WaUer  Long     490 

Mr.  Galloway  {Manchester,  S.W.) 490 

Amendment,  by  leave,  \dthdrawn. 

Amendment  propot;ed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  41,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  ten,*  and  insert  the 
word  *fifty.*^*— (Afr.  Brigg.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  ten  *  stand  part  of  the  clause.** 

Mr.  Walter  Long     491 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  William  Redmond         491 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  42,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  *  and,  in  respect  of 
any  subaequent  offence,  shall  be  subject  to  a  term  of  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  one  month.*  ** — {Mr.  WilUam  Iledmond.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words  be  there  inserted.** 

Sir  Bobert  Finlay 491 

Mr.  William  M'Arihur        492 

Mr.  Srott-Montagu 492 

Mr.T.M.Healy     492 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ixxvi  TABLE   UP   CONTENTS. 

Aug.  7.]  P(^^ 


Sir  Robert  FhUay 
Mr.  William  Redmond 
Mr.  Kenneth  Balfour 
Major  Jame9on 
Mr.  Moss 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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493 
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493 
493 


Sir  Charles  Bmahaw  494 

Mr.Arfhi^L^     ...     ^ 494 

Mr.  Walter- Long 494 

Major  Jameson       494 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 
Clause  6. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  10,  after  the  word  'entry,*  to  insert  the 
words  *  and  giving.*  *' — {Mr,  WaUei'  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sliato-Stewart  {Renfrewshire,  E.)      495 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  4,  line  15,  at  end  to  insert  '  with  respect  to  the  size 
and  power  of  the  lights  to  be  used  on  motor-cars ;  and.  " — {Mr.  Shaw- 
Sletvart.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.** 

Mr.  WalieiLong 495 

Mr.  Scott  Mofiiagu  495 

Major  Jameson ...     495 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  19,  after  the  second  word  'licences/  to  insert 
the  words  '  and  for  providing  special  facilities  for  granting  licences  to 
persons  not  resident  in  the  United  Kingdom**  ** — {m\  WaUei'  Long.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.** 

Mr.  T.  M.  Ilealy 496 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  19,  after  the  word  '  licences,*  to  insert  the  words 
'and  for  communicating  particulars  thereof  to  adjoining  or  other 
County  or  County  Borough  Councils.*  ** — {Mr.  Brigg.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.** 

Mr.  Scott  Montagu 496 

Mr.  fFalter  Lang 496 

Question  put,  and  ag^eed  to. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TABLE    OF    CONTENTS.  Ixxvu 

Aug.  7.]  Page 

Mr.  Walter  Long 496 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  24,  at  end  of  line,  to  insert  the  words  *and 
may  if  authorised  by  those  regulations  and  in  accon]Unce  therewith 
charge  in  respect  of  the  entry  of  particulars  of  the  ownership  of  a 
car  on  change  of  ownership  such  fee,  not  exceeding  ten  shillings,  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  regulations,  and  in  respect  of  the  issue  of  a 
new  licence  in  the  place  of  a  licence  lost  or  defaced,  such  fee  not 
exceeding  one  shilling,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  regulations.' " — 
{Mr.  WMer  Long.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  • 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7. 

Mr,  Grant  Lawson 497 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  nage  4,  after  the  word  *  application '  to  leave  out  the  words, 
'of  the  Council  of  the  County  or  County  Borough'  and  insert  the 
words  *  the  local  authority.' " — {Mr.  Grant  Lawson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  i»*opo6ed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.T.M.Healy 497 

Sir  Albert  BoUU 497 

Mr.lMzusl           498 

Mr.  WaU^  Long 498 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Words  inserted. 

Mr.  Bill  {Staffordshire,  Leek)       498 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  30,  after  the  word  'situate'  to  insert  the  words 
*  or  at  any  time  during  which  lights  are  required  to  be  carried.' " — 
{Mr,  Bill,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  PTaMer  Long 499 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Ma^or  Jameson      499 

Mr.  Scott-Montagu  499 

Amendment  proposed — 

" In  page  4,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word  'ten '  and  insert  the 
word  •  twelve.'"— (Jfr.  Scott-Montagu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  ten '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 
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Mr,  WiUiam  M' Arthur 
Mr,  WaU&r  Long 


Mr,  William  Redrrurnd 
Mr,  Herbert  Samuel 
Mr,  Walter  Long  ... 
Mr,  Lows  Sinclair 


499 
499 
500 
501 
501 
502 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  97  ;  Noes,  26.     (Division  List  No.  248.) 

Mr,Dalziel  503 

Motion   made,  and   Question  proposed,  '*Tbat  the  Chairman  do  report 
Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr,  Dahiel) 

Mr,  Louis  Sinclair  504 

Mr,Seely 504 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  34,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  ten,'  and  insert  the 
word  *  five.'  — {Major  Jameson,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  ten  *  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr,  Waker  Long 505 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  County  or  County 
Boroi^h,'  and  insert  the  words  *  local  authority  within  the  area. '  " — 
{Mr.  Grant  Lawson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  39,  after  the  word  *  public '  to  insert  the  words 
*  and  conspicuous  notice  by  day  and  lighted  by  night.'" — {Mr,  Louis 
Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Walter  Long   ...         ^ 505 

Mr.  Louis  Sinclair •••         505 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  4,  line  41,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  regulation,'  to 
end  of  line,  and  insert  the  words  *  No  prosecution  shall  be  made  in  the 
event  of  an  offence  being  committed  whereby,  in  consequence  of  fog, 
or  insufficient  light,  the  owner  shall  have  been  prevented  from  con- 
forming with  this  regulation.' " — {Mr.  Louis  Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Walter  Long 505 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 505 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Mr,  Louis  Sinclair  *         506 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  2,  after  the  word  *  borough/  to  insert  the  words 

*  or  motor-car  owner.' "— (Jtfr.  Louis  Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Clause  7,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Claused. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  6,  at  beginning  to  insert  the  words  *  Subject  to 
regulation  as  to  size  and  colours  to  be  made  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.'  ''—{Sir  Charles  Renahaw.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.T.M.Hedy  506 

Mr.  Walter  Lang  ...     507 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  of  '  to  insert  the  words 

*  boroughs  and  elsewhere  than  in  boroughs  of.*  " — {Sir  Albert  Bollit.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  5,  liiie  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  *and  county 
boroughs.'  '^—{Sir  Albert  RoUU,) 

Question,  "That  the  words  proposed   to  be  loft  out  stand    part  of  the 
clause,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Wylie  {DumbartcnskiTe)         507 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pMC  5,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  boroughs '  to  insert  the  words 
'may  prohibit  motor-cars  above  any  width  which  they  consider 
necessary  for  safety  from  entering  any  narrow  road  within  their  areas, 
and  may  cause  to  be  put  up  signposts  to  give  notice  to  this  effect, 
and.'"— (Jfr.  IFylie.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Walter  Long  507 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  5,  line  8,  after  the  word  *  places '  to  insert  the  words  *  on 
main  roads  where  the  surface  is  being  re-metalled  before  rolling,  and.' " 
— {Mr.  SooU'Montagu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  8,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Clause  9. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  10,  after  the  word  '  under/  to  insert  tbe  words 
*  Section  1  of  this  Act/  " — {Mr,  Scoti-Montagu,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

''In  page  5,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  word  'twenty,'  and  insert 
the  word  '  ten,' "— (ifr.  ScoUrMoniagu,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  twenty,'  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  JVaUer  Lmg 508 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Several  formal  Amendments  having  been  withdrawn, 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  10. 

Mr,  Waltei- L<yng 509 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  5,  to  leave  out  Clause  10." — {Mr.  Waltei-  Long) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  11. 

Mr.  ITaUer  Long 609 

Clause  11  agreed  to. 

Clauses  12  and  13  agreed  to. 

Clause  14. 


Ths  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  {Lard  Stanley^  Lancashire,  tVed- 

houghtan) 
Sir  Bobert  Finlay  ... 
Mr.  WUliam  Redmond 
Sir  Robert  Finlay  ... 
Mr.  fFilUam  Redmond 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ... 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  page  5,  line  37,  after  the  word  *  Crown,'  to  insert  the  words 
*and  to  the  police.'" — {Mr.  Scott- Montagu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted" 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  14  agreed  to. 

Clause  15  agreed  to. 

Clause  16. 

Several  drafting  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Mitrray,  Buteshire)  were  agreed  to. 


509 
510 
510 
510 
511 
511 
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Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  6,  line  29,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  Such  appeal 
shall  lie  to  the  sheriff  depute  and  shall  be  heard  summarily.  Such 
appeal  may  be  taken  either  immediately  after  the  judgment  appealed 
against  has  been  pronounced,  or  within  seven  days  thereafter,  and 
upon  such  appeal  being  t^ken  the  sentence  of  imprisonment  shall  be 
suspended  until  the  appeal  has  been  disposed  of*;  provided  that  the 
appellant  shall,  at  the  time  of  taking  such  appeal,  lodge  in  the  hands 
of  the  clerk  of  Court  a  bond  with  sufficient  cautioner  or  otherwise  give 
security  satisfactory  to  the  Court  for  appearing  before  the  sheriff 
depute.  The  sherl^  depute  is  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  on 
such  appeal  to  hear  evidence  whether  led  at  the  original  hearing  or 
not,  ana  to  reconsider  the  merits  of  the  case  and  reverse  or  confirm  in 
whole  or  in  part  the  judgment  appealed  against,  or  give  such  new  or 
different  judgment  as  he  in  his  discretion  shall  think  fit ;  and  save  as 
provided  by  the  Summary  Prosecutions  Appeals  (Scotland)  Act,  1875, 
his  judgment  shall  be  final  and  not  subject  to  review.  (6)  An  appeal 
taken  in  terms  of  this  Act  by  a  person  holding  a  licence  against  an 
order  for  suspension  or  disqualification  shall  be  taken  and  disposed  of 
as  nearly  as  may  be  in  the  manner  and  subject  to  the  conditions  pro- 
vided by  the  immediately  preceding  sub-section.' "— (jTA^  Lord 
Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  29,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  (6)  Section 
94  of  The  Ixncal  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1889  (which  relates 
to  the  recovery  and  application  or  penalties  under  that  Act)  shall 
apply  to  the  recovery  ana  application  of  penalties  in  respect  of  offences 
under  this  Act,  and  the  principal  Act,  and  in  respect  of  breaches  of  any 
by-law  or  regulation  made  under  either  of  said  Acts.' " — (The  Master  of 
Elihank.) 

Mr,  A»  Graham  Muiray 513 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  16,  an  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  17. 

Major  Jameson       513 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page   6,  at  the  end  of  Clause  17,  to  add  the  words  *The 

Criminal  Evidence  Act  of  1898  except  Sections  5  and  7  shall  for  the 

purposes  of  this  Act  be  deemed  to  be  in  force.' " — (Major  Jameson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mi\T.M,Uealy       5U 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  17  agreed  to. 
Clause  18. 

The  Master  of  Elibank  {Edinburgh,  Midlothian) 5U 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  7,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  car'  to  insert  the  words  *and 
a  motor-cycle  and  its  trailer  shall  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  be 
treated  as  one  vehicle.' " — {The  Master  of  Elihank,) 
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Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


Page 


Mr.  Walter  Lang 

Mr,  ScoU-Montagu ; 

Mr,  Walter  Long 

Mr.T.M,Healy 

Mr.  ScoU-Montagu 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Scott-Montagu 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^  7,  line  8,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  January '  and  to  insert 
the  word  •  March.'  ''—{Mr.  Scott-Montagu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  January '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 
Mr.  Walter  Long 

Question  put*  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  18  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Luke  White  {Yorkshire,  E.R.,  Buckrose)     

Clause  (Power  to  local  authority  to  regulate  use  of  roads). 

"  In  the  case  of  a  public  road  or  part  of  a  public  road  which  is  of 
a  less  width  than  twenty  feet,  the  Council  of  any  County  or  County 
Borough  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Local  Grovernment  Board  make 
such  regulations  in  regard  to  the  use  of  such  road  or  part  of  a  road  by 
motor-cars  as  they  may  consider  desirable ;  and  the  Council  of  any 
County  or  County  Borough  may  with  such  consent  schedule  certain 
roads  as  unsuitable  for  motor  traffic,  and  may  issue  regulations  pro- 
hibiting motor  traffic  on  such  roads." — {Mr.  Luke  White.) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  JFalter  Long 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  (Mode  of  summons). 

"  No  summons  shall  be  issued  a;^ainst  any  person  for  an  olTence 
under  this  Act  except  upon  an  information  in  writing  signed  by  the 
complainant  and  countersigned  by  the  clerk  to  the  justices,  and  no 
summons  shall,  be  issued  by  a  justice  or  justices  except  during  the 
sessions  of  the  petty  sessional  Court." — {Mr.  Scot t- Montagu.) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ''That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  Mobert  Finlay 

Mr.  Louis  Sinclair  

Mr.  Dalziel  

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divide<l  ;  Ayes,  19  ;  Noes,  89.     (Division  List  No.  249.) 
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Clause  (Duration). 

''This  Act  shall  continue  in  force  till  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  nineteen  hundred  and  six,  uid  no  longer,  unless  Parliament 
shall  otherwise  determine.*'— (Afn  Murray,) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  cUuse  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  (Exemptions). 

''  A  medical  man  driving  a  motor-car  or  cycle  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  a  patient  who  is  in  urgent  need  of  his  assistance  shall  not  bo 
liable  to  any  penalties  for  exceeding  the  limit  of  speed  provided  under 
this  Kttr-iMr.  Scoit-Mmiagu.) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Walier  Long 520 

Mr.  ScoU-MIofUagu 520 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

BUI  reported,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  {Minted.     [Bill  317.] 

Railways  (Blectrical  Power)  BilL— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

South  Afiriean  Loan  and  War  Contribution  Bill.— Read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Navy  and  Army  Expenditure,  190J -02.— Resolutions  reported. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Navy  Appropriation  Account  for  the  year 
ended  the  3ist  day  of  March,  1902,  ancl  the  statement  appended  thereto, 
as  follows,  viz. : — (a.)  That  the  gross  expenditure  for  certain  Navy  Services 
exceeded  the  estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of  £205,224  2s.  6d., 
as  shown  in  Column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto  appended;  while  the 
gross  expenditure  for  other  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the  estimate  of 
such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum  of  £220,819  4s.  Id.,  as  shown  in  Column 
No.  2  of  the  said  appended  Schedule,  so  that  the  gross  actual  expenditure 
for  the  whole  of  the  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the  gross  estimated  ex- 
penditure by  the  net  sum  of  £15,595  Is.  7d  ;  (6.)  That  the  receipts  in 
aid  of  certain  Grants  for  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the  total  estimated 
receipts  by  the  sum  of  £89,584  Os.  lid.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  3  of  the 
said  appended  Schedule,  while  the  receipts  in  aid  of  other  Navy  Services 
exceeded  the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by  a  total  sum  of  £168,173  16s.  8d., 
as  shown  in  Column  No.  4  of  the  said  appended  Schedule,  so  that  the  total 
actual  receipts  in  aid  of  the  Grants  for  Navy  Services  exceeded  the  total 
estimated  receipts  by  the  net  sum  of  £78,589  15s.  9d. ;  (c.)  That  the 
resulting  differences  between  the  Exchequer  Grants  for  Navy  Services  and 
the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

£         s.   d. 

Total  Surpluses 275,779    5  11 

TotalDeticits 181,594    8     7 

Net  Surplus £94,184  17  4 

f2 
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And  where<a8  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury 
have  temporarily  authorised  the  application,  in  reduction  of  the  net  charge 
on  Exchequer  Grants  for  certain  Navy  Services,  of  the  whole  of  the  sums 
received  in  excess  of  the  estimated  Appi*opriations-in-Aid,  in  respect  of  the 
same  services ;  and  have  also  temporarily  authorised  the  application  of  so 
much  of  the  said  total  surpluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Navy  Services  as  is 
necessary  to  cover  the  said  total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Navy  Servicer. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  application  of  such  sums  be  sanctioned. 

Schedule. 


htimber  ot 
Vote. 


Navy  Servicer  1901-1902. 
Votei. 


Oron  Expenditure. 


Eicesset  of 
Actual  over 

Estimated 

OroBS 
Expenditure. 


Surpluses  of 
Betimsted 
over  Actual 

Gross 
Expenditure. 

2. 


Appropriatious-in-Aid. 


Deficiencies 

of  actual  ss 

compared  witb 

Estimated 

Receipts. 


Surpluses 

of  Actuals* 

compared  with 

Bi^imated 

Receipts. 


9 
10 


12 
13 


14 


15 


8ec  1 
Hec.  2 
Sto.  8 


Wages,  Ac,  of  Officers,  Seamen, 
and  Boys,  CkMMt  Guard,  ana 
Uoyal  Marines 

Victualling  and  Clothing  for 
theNavir         

Medical  Establishments  and 
Services 

Martial  Law       

Educational  Services    . . 

Scientific  Services 

Boval  Naval  Reserve    . . 

ShipbuIldiDff,  Repairs,  Main- 
tenance, Ac. 

Personnel 

Materiel       

Contract  Work 

Naval  Armaments 

Works,  Buildings,  and  Repairs 
at  Home  and  Abroad 

Miscellaneous  Effective  Ser> 
vices       

Admiralty  Office 

Half-Pay,  Reserved  and  Retired 
Pay       

Naval  and  Marine  Pensions, 
Gratuities,  and  Compassion- 
ate Allowances 

Civil  Pensions  and  Gratuities 

Amount  written  off  as  irre- 
coverable          


£     s.   d. 

89,828  19    8 
8,749    7    0 

92i  10    8 
742    6  10 


18,822  18    5 
86,826  19    8 


35,940    0    9 
4,976    6    7 


6314  19    7 
8,704  18  11 


8,897    0  10 


£      s.    d. 


11,570    2    0 

5,83i  15    5 

45,778  16  10 


77.974  15    9 
24,969  10    0 

38,824  12  9 


16,854  11    4 


206,224    2    6       220,819    4    1 


£      S.    d. 
6^68  16  10 

'i  14    8 

86366  10  11 

44,329    6  10 
824  12    0 


1,446  12    9 
12    6  11 


a    d. 


13,758  19  1 

508  10  2 

38    4  6 

8,247    1  5 

82  14  4 


886    8    1 
70,164    7    1 

67,440    0    0 

22,052    7    3 

'599 


80384    0  11  '   168,178  16    8 


Net  Surplus,  £15,^6^1    7 


Surplus  surrendered  to  the  Exchequer 


Net  Srphia,  £78380  1>    9 
£94,184  17    4 


Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Army  Appropriation  Account  for  the  year 
ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1902,  and  the  statement  appended 
thereto,  as  follows,  viz. : — (a.)  That  the  gross  expenditure  for  certain 
Army  Services  exceeded  the  estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £4,796,909  Hs.  lid.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule 
hereto  appended;  while  the  gross  expenditure  for  other  Army 
Services  fell  short  of  the  estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total  sum 
of  £2,923,978  7s.  2d.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  2  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule ;  so  that  the  gross  actual  expenditure  for  the  whole  of  the 
Army  Services  exceeded  the  gross  estimated  expenditure  by  the  net 
sum  of  £1,872,931  7s.  9d.  ;  T^.)  That  the  receipts  in  aid  of  certain 
Army  Services  fell  short  of  the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by  a  total 
sum  of  £235,231  13s.  6d.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  3  of  the  said 
appended  Schedule  ;  while  the  receipts  in  aid  of  other  Army  Servicea 
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exceeded  the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by  a  total  sum  of  X2,362,289 
33.  8d.,  as  shown  in  Column  No.  4  of  the  said  appended  Schedule ;  so 
that  the  total  actual  receipts  in  aid  of  the  grants  for  Army  Services 
exceeded  the  total  estimated  receipts  by  the  net  sum  of  £2,127,057 
lOs.  2d. ;  (<?.)  That  the  resulting  differences  between  the  Exchequer 
Grants  for  Army  Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows, 
viz. : — 

X  s.  d. 
Total  Surpluses  .....  3,773,058  9  4 
Total  Deficits 3,518,932     6  11 


Net  Surplus 


£254,126     2     5 


And  whereas  by  a  Vote  of  Parliament  diuing  the  present  Session  (House 
of  Commons  Paper,  No.  255,  of  1903)  a  further  sum  of  £100  has  been 
granted  for  the  expenditure  of  the  vear  1901-2,  and  the  appropriation 
of  additional  receipts  in  aid  of  such  expenditure  has  been  sanctioned 
to  the  amount  of  £1,872,831  7s.  9d. 

And  whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  have 
temporarily  authorised  the  application  of  so  much  of  the  said  total 
surptuses  on  certain  Grants  for  Army  Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover 
the  said  total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Army  Services. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  application  of  such  sums  be  sanctioned. 

Schedule. 


i 

Gross  Expenditure. 

AppropTlations.i]i-Ald. 

I 

Excesses  of 

Surpluses  of 

Deficiencies  of 

^ 

Army Serrces,  U01.1»a2. 

Actual  over 

Actual  as 

Actual  as 

fc 

Votes. 

Estimated 

over  Actual 

compared  with 

compared  with 

JS 

Gross 

Gross 

Estimated 

Estimated 

S  1 

3    t 

Expenditure. 

Expenditure. 

Keoefpts. 

Keceipts. 

\ 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1 

£       s.    d. 

£       8.    d. 

£       8.    d. 

£       s.    d. 

1    Pay,  Ac.,  of  Army  (General  SUIT.  Eegl- 

mentii,  SeMnre,  and  Departroeoca) 
2    Medical  EsUblisbmento:  Fay,  <Ste. 

688,008    6    6 

.. 

227,386    3    1 

99,267    3    7 

2,770    9    3 

3  Militia  •  Pay,  Bounty,  &c 

4  Veomanry  Cavalry :  Pity  and  Allowances. . 

1,066,248*  1    8 

7,802    5    5 

141,624  16    8 

0    6    6 

6  1  VdanUer  Corps  :  Pay  and  Allowances  . . 

24,276  14    2 

1,275  12    7 

«    Transport  and  Reroonnto 

2,286^1  19    » 

168,l»46    2    7 

7    Provisions,  Forsgo,  and  other  Sn)»plie«    . . 

1,506,875  16    0 

•  • 

1.163,151  U    0 

160,802  17    8 

79,147  18    4 

9    WarUka  and  other  Stores  :  Supply   and 

Repair 

1,110,777  16  11 

378,456  18    6 

10    Works,    Bullilings,   and   Repairs :    Cost, 

including  Stalf  for  Engineer  Hervicei  . . 

41,394    3    0 

33,805  11    6 

6,188*  4    0 

.%6I4  16  11 

M 

MisceHaneona  Effective  Services. . 

54,448*  6    8 

425,727  14    9 

U 

War  Office  :   Salaries  and   Miscellaneoos 

Charjces          ..           

24,676  10    0 

315  16    4 

14 

Xon-etfeetive  Charges  for  OOlcers,  &c 

414,069*  16    6 

?3,207    6    8 

15 

Non-effective  Charges  for  Men,  Ac. 

81,166*  9    4 

.. 

77,778  19    9 

16 

1,565    3    1 

44    5    0 

•• 

Balances  irracovenible 

13,145  18    9 

•• 

•• 

•• 

4,796,909  U  11 

2,923,978    7    2 

235,231  13    6 

2,362,280    8    8 

Add  F.xce«  Vote             

100    0    0 

•• 

J,796,909  14  11 

2,924,078    7^2 

235,231  13    6 

2,862,299    3    8 

Net  Detlcit,  la 

,872,831    7    9 

Net  Surplus,  i 

2,127,<J57  10    2 

N 

et  Surplus  .,.  £264,226    2    6 

Resolutions  agreed  to 
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Military  Works  BilL— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed         525 

Public  Buildings  Expenses  Bill. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 

Monday  next 525 


Supply  [3rd  Aucutst,  Evening  Sitting]. 
Resolutions  reported. 

Army  Estimates,  1903-4. 

1.  "That   a   sum,  not  exceeding  £530,000,  be  ijranted  to  His  Majesty, 

to  defray  the  charge  for  the  pay,  etc.,  of  the  medical  establishraent, 
and  for  Medicines,  etc.,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904." 

2.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,838,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 

to  defray  the  charge  for  transport  and  remounts,  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1904." 

3.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,822,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  charge  for  clothing  establishments  and  services,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  da}'  of 
March,  1904." 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  (Supplementary)  Estimates, 
1903-4.— Class  VII. 

4.  <*That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  charge  which  wul  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1904,  for  a  grant  in  aid  of  the 
expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  the  visit  of  the  President  of  the 
French  Republic  in  England,  in  July,  1903." 

5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £123,334,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 

defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1904,  for  tne  Ireland  Develop 
ment  Grant  (Grant-in- Aid). 

Army  (Excesses),  1901-2. 

6.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £100,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  make 

good  excesses  of  Army  expenditure  beyond  the  grants,  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1902." 

Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 

First  two  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Third  Resolution  postponed. 

Subsequent  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Postponed  Resolution  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next 527 

Public  Works  Loans  BilL--Read  the  third  time,  and  passed 527 

Board  of  Agricoltore  and  Fisheries  Bill  [Lords].— Considered  in  Com- 
mittee, and  reported,  without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next ^  ,,.         ...     528 
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Isle  of   Kan    (Oustoms)  Bill.-— Considered  ill  Committee,   and  reported, 

without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Moiulay  next        ...     528 

Sheep  Scab  ML — As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee),  coniidercd ; 

to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next  528 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Bill— As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee), 

considered ;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  pa£»ed 528 

Town  OonnciUl  (Scotland)  Bill.— As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee), 

considered ;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed     528 

Maniaffef  Legalisation  Bill— As  amended,  considered  ;  Bill  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed  528 

Greenwich  HoroitaL— Resolved,  That  the  Statement  of  the  estimated  ex- 
penditure of  Crreenwich  Hosmtal  and  of  "ftavers'  Foundation  for  the  year 
1903-4  be  approved.— (Jlfr.  Preiyman.)         528 

Adjournment.— Resolved,  That  this  House,  at  the  rising  of  the  House  this 
day,  do  adjourn  till  Monday  next. — {Sir  A,  Adand-Hood,) 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  CWer  of  the  House  of  the  28th  day  of 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Three  o'clock  a.m.  till  Monday 
next. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  MONDAY,  10th  AUGUST,  1903. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways  Bill— Read  3%  with  the  Amend- 
ments, and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons    529 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill  [H.L.] ;  Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich  Tramways  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Salford 
Corporation  Bill  Fh.l.]  ;  Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric  rower  Bill 
[h  L.].-^Retume(l  from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments  ...     529 

PETITIONS. 

Army. — Petition  against  putting  any  part  of  the  coHt  of  troops  in  South  Africa 
on  the  Indian  Revenue;  of  Indians  resident  in  London,  etc.;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      529 

His  Highness  Mahendra  Mauaraza  Madhava  Singh. — Petition  for  redress 
of  ffrievances ;  of  His  Highness  Mahendra  Maharaza  Madhava  ^in^dejure 
RuUng  Chief  of  Panna,  in  Central  India ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table      529 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 
Trade  Reports. 

Annual    Series.— No.     3056.     France    (Lyons,     St.     Etienne,     and 

Grenoble) ;  No.  3057.  Portugal  (Madeira)        ...  529 

Miscellaneous  Series. — No.  595.    Report  on  the  Oerman  Veterinary 

High  Schools        529 
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Secondary  Education  (Scotland).— Report  for  the  year  1903,  by  Sir  Heury 

Craik,  K.C.B 529 

Colonial  Conference,  1902.— Correspondence  relating  to  the  proposed  publi- 
cation of  the  Report  of  the  proceedings  <of  the  Colonial  Confei'ence  in 
London  in  1902 529 

Workmen's  Compensation. — Statistics  of  proceedings  under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Acts,  1897  and  1900,  and  the  Employers' Liability  Act,  1880, 
during  the  year  1902 "^ 530 

Coal  Supplies  (Royal  Commission). — First  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  coal  resources  of  the  United 
Kingdom — 

Vol.  L— Report. 

Vol.  II. — Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendix. 

Vol  III.— Supplement. 

Statistics.— Statistical  abstract  for  the  United  Kingdom  in  each  of  the  last 
fifteen  years  from  1888  to  1902.     Fiftieth  number. 

Statistical  abstract  for  the  Colonial  and  other  Possessions  of  the 
United  Kingdom  in  each  of  the  last  fifteen  years  from  1888  to  1902. 
Fortieth  number. 

Statistical  tables  relating  to  the  Colonial  and  other  Possessions  of  the 
United  Kingdom.     Part  XXVI.,  for  the  year  1901    .^         530 

Irish  Land  Commission  (Proceedings).— Return  for  the  month  of  March, 
1903 ;  Return  for  the  month  of  April,  1903.  Presented  (by  Command),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       •••         530 

Penal  Servitude  Acts  (Conditional  Licence). — Licence  granted  to  Michael 
Connell,  a  convict,  to  which  are  annexed  conditions  other  than  those 
contained  in  Schedule  A  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Act,  1864 530 

Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. — Order  of  the  Local  Government  Boai^d 
for  Scotland  constituting  the  local  authority  for  the  burgh  of  Glasgow,  the 
Port  Local  Authority  of  the  Port  of  Glasgow, 

l^id  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       530 

Railways  (Electrical  Power)  BiU.— Read  l*" ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read 

2»  to  morrow.^(rA«  Lard  Wolverton.)    (No.  202.)     530 

South  African  Loan  and  War  Ck>ntribation  Bill— Read  1»;  to  be  printed; 

and  to  be  read  2»  to-morrow.— (TAc  Duke  of  Marlborough.)    (No.  203.)       ...  531 

Military  Works  Bill.— Read  1* ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2»  to-morrow. 

—(The  Earl  of  Hardwkke.)    (No.  204.)  531 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill.— Read  1» ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  to- 
morrow.—(fA^  Lord  Pre8ide7U)^{D.  Devonshire).     (No.  205.)  531 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Bill  (No.  206) ;  Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill 
(No.  207).  —Read  1*;  to  be  printed  j  and  to  be  read  2*  to-morrow.— (2%^ 
Lord  Balfour.) 531 

M  vrriages  Legalisation  Bill. — Read  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  Uy- 

moTvoyf.-^yTlie  Lord  Belper.)    (No.  208.)      531 
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Business  op  the  HoU8E.--Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according 

to  Order),  and  suspended  for  the  remainder  of  the  session 531 

The  Beturn  of  Kanakas  from  Australia. 

Lord  TweedmotUh 531 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  for  tlie  Colonies  {Tlie  Diike  of  Marlborough)     531 


Lord  Stanmore 

Poaching  in  Ireland. 
Lord  Ardttaun 

Moved — For  a  Return  in  the  following  form  :— 
FISHERY  RETURNS. 


534 


534 


Di«triet. 


Penalties. 

Petty 
SetMiono. 


Amounts 

of  Fines 

in  each 

Case. 


Soli«'itor»' 

Costs 

againnt 

Plaintiffs. 


Witnesses' 
Expenses. 


Reduced  on 

Memoi  ial 

to  Lord 

Lieutenant. 


Summary,  showing  result  of  Columns.— (Lorrf  ArdUaun.) 

Lord  Massy  537 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {Tlie  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)     538 
The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  {Lord  Ashboww)  539 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Patriotic  Fund  Bill — [Second  Reading].— Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (The  Earl  of  Selbome) 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*."--(r/«f  Earl  of  Selhorne.) 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  (The  Earl  of  Morley) 

Earl  Spencer  

LordfFellyy  

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according  to  Order) :  Then  (Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  having  been  suspended),  Bill  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  forthwith.  House  in  Committee  accordingly.  Bill 
reported  without  Amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived.  Bill 
read  3^  and  passed. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill— [Second  Reading].— Order  of  the  Day  for  the 
Second  Reading  read. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume         541 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." — [The  Marjness  of  Lansloicne.) 
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Lord  Macfujghten 590 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  8,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  the  exclusive ' ;  in 
line  14,  after  the  first  word  'rights*  to  insert  the  words  *  exclusive  of 
the  tenant.* " — (Lord  Macnagkien,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

TJie  Earl  of  Donoiighmore 591 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Sub-section  3,  in  Clause  13,  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section 
the  words  :  '  (2)  Where  a  sale  has  taken  place  under  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts  of  holdings  or  an  estate,  and  the  purchase  a^eement  pro- 
vides that  the  sporting  rights  shall  belong  to  the  vendor,  or  where 
the  sporting  rights  vest  in  the  Land  Commission  under  this  Act,  there 
shall  be  vested  in  the  vendor  or  the  Land  Commission,  and  their 
respective  successors  and  assigns,  the  right  to  prosecute  trespassers  in 
pursuit  of  game  or  fish  thereon,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  they  were 
the  legal  occupier  of  the  land,  and  for  all  such  purposes  they  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  such  occupier.' " — (The  Earl  oj  Donoughmore,) 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume  591 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  After  Sub-section  3,  in  Clause  13,  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section 
the  words  :  *  (2)  Any  person  authorised  by  or  in  pursuance  of  the  last 
preceding  sub-section  to  enter  on  land  for  the  purpose  of  exercising 
sporting  rights  shall  have  the  same  authority  to  prosecute  for  tn  sp  iss 
in  pursuit  of  game  or  fish  as  if  he  were  the  owner  of  the  land.' " — {The 
Mai-qaess  of  Lamdowne.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  9,  line  20,  after  the  word  *  Commissioners,'  and  to  insert 
as  a  new  Sub-section  the  words:  *(2)  Where  those  Commissioners 
refuse  to  consent  to  the  vesting  of  any  such  monument  in  them,  the 
Ijand  Commission  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Council  of  the  County 
within  which  the  monument  is  situate,  make  an  order  vesting  the 
monument  in  that  Council,  and  Sub-section  2  of  Section  19  of  the 
IjOQsI  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  shall  thereupon  apply.' " — {Lord 
MorUeagle  of  Brandoji.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Belmare  592 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  12,  line  4,  after  the  word  *  holdings '  to  insert  the  words 
'  (2)  The  value  of  such  arrears  of  rent,  if  not  agreed  upon  between  the 
vendor  and  the  Land  Commission,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioner and  shall  be  paid  by  the  Land  Commission  to  the  vendor  over 
and  above  the  purchase  money  of  the  lands.' " — (Tlie  Earl  of  BeJmoir,) 
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Tfie  Lo7'd  Chancellor  of  h-eland     ,.  595 

Lord  Clonbrock       ...  597 

Tfte  Marquess  oj  Lansdowne  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  598 

Tlie  Earl  of  Donoughmore 598 

Question  put,  "  That  those  wordi  be  there  inserte<l." 

The  House  divided : — CJontents,  50  ;  Not-Contcnts,  5G. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire      601 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  13,  line  38,  after  the  word  *that'  to  leave  out  to  the 
end  of  the  sub-section,  and  insert  the  words,  *  Provided  that  any  ques- 
tion of  law  may,  if  the  Estates  Commissioners  think  fit,  and  shall,  on 
the  application  of  any  person  interested,  be  referred  to  the  decision  of 
the  Judicial  Commissioner  unless  the  Estates  Commissioners  certify  in 
writing  that  the  application  is  frivolous.'" — (The  Dtike  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  insert  at  end  of  last  Amendment  the  words  *  Any  person 
aggrieved  by  any  refusal  of  the  Commissioners  to  so  refer  any  such 
question,  may,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  rules  of  Court  and  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  the  Judicial  Commissioner,  apply  to  the  High 
Court  or  any  Judge  thereof  for  an  order  requiring  the  Commissioners 
so  to  refer  the  question,  and  the  decision  of  the  High  Court  or  Judge 
upon  any  such  application  shall  be  final.'  '* — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire -^^^         603 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  14,  line  42,  to  leave  out  the  woruo,  -agents  or  solicitors,' 
and  insert  the  words  *land  agents,  solicitors,  or  land  clerks.'" — (The 
Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  15,  line  2,  after  the  word  *  nomination,'  to  insert  the 
words  *may  be  negotiated.'"— (7%«  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 604 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  15,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  Commission  '  to  insert  as  a 
new  sub-section  the  words  *  (11)  Where  in  the  case  of  the  sale  of  an 
estate  to  persons  other  than  the  Land  Commission  an  agent  has  been 
employed  by  the  vendor  to  negotiate  the  sale,  such  sum  as  may  be 
sanctioned  by  the  Estates  Commissioners  may,  with  the  consent  of 
such  vendor,  be  paid  to  that  agent  out  of  the  purchase  money  as  part 
of  the  costs  connected  with  the  sale.' " — (The  Earl  of  Donoughmore,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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The  Earl  of  Arran  606 

Amendment  moved- - 

"In  page  15,  line  21,  after  the  word  *all,'  to  insert  the  words 
*  regulations  and.' " — (The  Earl  of  Airan.) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 608 

Lord  Dunboyne      609 

Tlie  Earl  of  Donoughmore 609 

The  Earl  of  Arran 610 

The  Dike  of  Devonshire     610 

On  Question,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted,^  their  Lordships 
divided : — Contents,  46 ;  Not-Contents,  62. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  15,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  the  last  preceding 
sub-section,*  and  insert  the  words  *  this  saction.* " — {Tlie  Eirl  of  A  nan.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Ajnendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  23,  after  the  word  *  made '  to  insert  as  a  new 
Sub-section  tne  words :  '  (13)  On  the  sale  of  an  estate  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  whether  to  the  Land  Commission  or  otherwise,  the 
land  clerk  or  land  clerks  of  such  estate,  of  not  less  than  ten  years 
service  in  estates  offices  in  Ireland,  may  be  transferred  to  the  offices  of 
the  Estates  Commissioners  and  Congested  Districts  Board,  with  the 
assent  of  his  employer,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Ix>rd 
Lieutenant,  with  the  consent  of  the  Treasury,  may  determine.' " — {The 
Earl  of  Arran.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

LardDighy 612 

Amendment  moved — 

"  Aiter  Clause  23,  to  insert  the  following  clause  :  *  Land  clerks  of 
ten  years  service  in  an  estate  office,  in  which  a  gross  annual  rental  of 
£5,000  is  accounted  for,  shall  be  eligible  for  employment  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners.' " — (Lord  Dighy.) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 613 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Lord  Clonbrock       613 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  16,  line  28,  after  the  word  *  estate '  to  insert  the  words 
*  to  persons  other  than  the  Land  Commission.' " — (Lord  Clonbrock,) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 614 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  16,  line  29,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  hereinafter 
mentioned  and  insert  the  words  *  of  the  agreement  for  the  purchase 
of  the  holding.'  "—(Lord  Clonbrock.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  16,  line  33,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  use '  to  the  end 
of  the  sul)-.scction." — (Lord  Clonbrock.) 
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Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  pafce  17,  line  42,  after  the  first  word  *  payable'  to  insert 
the  words  *  out  of  the  purchase-money  or  otherwise.  ' — {The  Duke  of 
Dewmshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Arran 6U 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  17,  line  42,  after  the  first  word  *  payable'  to  insert 
the  words  *out  of  the  purchase-money,  or  recoverable  under  any 
agreement  or  covenant,  or  chargeable  on  any  other  lands  or  securities 
which  may  be  subject  to  such  claim  along  with  the  lands  sold.' " — 
{The  Earl  of  Arran') 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Lord  MamaghUn 615 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  18,  line  2,  after  the  word '  advances '  to  insert  the  words 
'  provided  that  in  case  of  the  sale  of  an  estate  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts  a  vendor  shall  be  entitled  to  pay  off  any  charge  or  incumbrance 
thereon,  notwithstanding  any  direction,  proviso,  or  covenant  contained 
in  any  deed  or  other  instrument  to  the  contrary/  " — {Lord  Macnaghtcn,) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 616 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Macnaghten ...     616 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  insert  after  the  last  Amendment  the  words :  *  Provided  also 
that  this  sub-section  shall  not  apply  in  any  case  where  the  Land 
Commission  are  satisfied  that  it  is  not  owing  to  any  act  or  default  of 
such  person  that  his  title  is  not  established,  and  the  amount  of  his 
claim  invested  as  aforesaid.' " — {Lard  Macnaghten,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore 616 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  18,  after  line  12,  to  insert  the  following  new  sub-section : 
'  (4)  Notwiuistanding  anything  in  this  section  any  vendor  or  incum- 
brancer may  apply  to  the  Court  to  invest  the  purchase  money,  pending 
distribution,  in  any  of  the  securities  from  time  to  time  authorised  by 
law  for  the  investment  of  trust  funds.' " — {The  Earl  of  Donoughmore.) 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme         617 

Laid  Macnaghten 617 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Macnaghten 618 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  27,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  section,'  to  insert  as  a  new 
sub-section:  *(4)  In  the  case  of  all  proceedings  in  relation  to  any 
lands  sold  under  the  I^and  Purchase  Acts,  or  any  charges  thereon,  or 
any  moneys  realised  thereby,  if  it  appears  to  the  Court  that  a  trustee 
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is  or  may  be  personally  liable  for  any  breach  of  trust,  whether  the 
transaction  alleged  to  be  a  breach  of  trust  occurred  before  or  after 
the  paasing  of  this  Act,  but  has  acted  honestly  and  reasonably,  and 
ought  fairly  to  be  excused  for  the  breach  of  trust,  and  for  omitting  to 
obtain  the  directions  of  the  Court  in  the  matter  in  which  he  committed 
such  breach,  then  the  Court  may  relieve  the  trustee,  either  wholly  or 
partly,  from  personal  liability  for  the  same.'  '* — (Lord  Macnaghlen.) 

The  Lord  Chancellw' of  Ireland     619 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

LordClcnbrock      619 

Amendments  moved — 

"  In  page  27,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  by '  to  insert  the  words, 

*  the  Land  Judge,  or ' ;  in  line  41,  after  the  words  *  apply  to  *  to  insert 
the  words  *the  Land  Judge,  or.'" 

"In  page  28,  line  1,  after  the  word  'and'  to  insert  the  words 

*  the  Land  Judge,  or ' ;  in  line  3,  after  the  word  *  to '  tx)  insert  the 
words  *  the  Land  Judge,  or ' ;  in  line  5,  after  the  word  *  and '  to  insert 
the  words  *  the  Land  Judge,  or ' ;  in  line  8,  after  the  word  *  section ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  the  Land  Judge,  or.'  " — {Lord  Clonbrock.) 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  620 

Amendments,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

*' After  Clause  55  to  insert  the  following  clause:  'The  word 
''estate"  in  Section  5  of  the  Act  of  1881  shall  include  such  lands  of  a 
landlord  as  are  retained  by  him  or  repurchased  upon  any  sale  of  an 
estate  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  including  this  Act,  and  the  Land 
Commission  may  authorise  a  resumption  under  the  said  section,  not- 
withstanding that  the  holding  in  respect  of  which  such  resumption 
is  authorised  is  held  at  a  judicial  rent  fixed  for  a  first  or  subsequent 
statutory  tenn.'  " — {Lord  Inchiqiiin.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Dofwughmore 620 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  32,  line  15,  after  the  word  '  matter  *  to  insert  as  a  new 
sub-section  the  words  :  '  (6^  In  the  cases  of  sales  to  tenants  other  than 
sales  by  the  Land  Commission  or  sales  by  the  Land  Judge,  the  date  of 
which  interest  on  the  purchase  money  payable  under  Sub-section  2  of 
Section  35  of  the  Act  of  1896  shall  begin  to  be  payable  shall  be — (a) 
If  the  agreement  for  purchase  be  made  on  any  first  day  of  May  or 
first  day  of  November  from  the  date  of  such  agreement ;  {h)  In  all 
other  cases  from  a  date  to  l)e  specified  in  the  agreement,  and  not  being 
earlier  than  the  gale  day  immediatelv  preceding  the  date  of  agree- 
ment ;  and  such  interest  shall  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  said  sub-section.' " — {The  Earl  of  Donaughmore,) 

Lord  Castletown      ...     621 

The  Earl  of  Belmore  622 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland      » 62^ 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 
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Amendment  moved — 

*•  In  page  34,  line  38,  after  the  word  *  Commissioner '  to  insert  as 
a  new  sub-^tion :  '  (8)  In  all  cases  in  which  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Bevenues  are  parties  to  any  proceedings  in 
the  High  Court  or  the  Land  Commission,  the  Court  or  Judge  shall 
have  power  to  award  costs  to  or  against  said  Commissioners/  * — {Tfie 
Earl  of  Drogheda,) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Lard  (hanmore  and  Browne  623 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  36,  line  29,  after  the  word  '  deposit,'  to  insert  as  a  new 
Sub-section :  *  (3)  The  powers  and  provisoes  for  the  redemption  or 
satisfaction  of  superior  interests  conferred  by  Section  31  of  the  Act  of 
1896  shall  be  varied  or  extended  so  as  to  enable  the  owner  to  satisfy  a 
terminable  charge  by  investing  a  capital  sum  in  investments  authorised 
pursuant  to  this  Act,  the  interest  on  which  will  be  sufficient  to  pay 
the  charge,  and  thereupon  the  balance  of  the  purchase  money  shall  be 
discharged  from  any  lien  in  respect  of  such  superior  interest,  and  upon 
the  termination  of  the  charge  the  said  capital  sum  so  invested  shall 
revert  to  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  benefit  of  the  succession 
would  have  accrued  on  the  termination  of  the  terminable  charge  had 
the  estate  not  been  sold.' " — {Lord  Oranmcre  and  Browne,) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire     624 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  ^vithdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  42,  line  23,  after  the  word  *  rehearings '  to  insert  the 
words  *  and  those  rules  shall  among  other  things  provide  for  an  ad 
valorem  scale  of  fees  to  be  paid  on  notices  of  appeal  or  re-hearing.' " — 
(The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  Monieagle  of  Brandon  625 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  94  to  insert  the  following  clause — *  Where  any 
agricultural  labourer  has  made,  or  concurred  in  the  making  of,  a  repre- 
sentation under  the  Labourers'  (Ireland^  Acts,  1883  to  1896,  and  with- 
in twelve  months  thereafter  is  dismissea  from  his  emplovment,  he  may 
apply  to  the  County  Court  Judge  for  compensation  on  the  ground  that 
he  has  been  dismissed  by  reason  of  his  having  made,  or  concurred  in 
making  the  representation,  and  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Coimty  Court 
Judge  he  was  dismissed  for  the  reason  aioresaid,  the  County  Court 
Judge  may  award  him  compensation  not  exceeding  three  months' 
wages.'" — (Lord  MorUeagle  of  Brandon.) 

Lord  Inchiquin         626 

Lord  Castletown       626 

The  Duke  of  Abercom  628 

TheEarlof  Wesimeaih 628 

The  Earl  of  Belmare 629 

The  Earl  of  Meath 629 

The  Marquess  of  Lamdowne  630 

The  EurlofCamperdown 630 
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On  Question,  "  That  the  clause  bo  inserted   "their  Lordships  divided  :— Contents, 
63 ;  Not-Contents,  62. 

Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  209.) 

Naval  Works  BilL — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) ;  Bill  reported 
without  Amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived. 

[Third  Reading.] — Order  of  the  day  for  Third  Beading  read. 

EarlSpeneer  633 

TheFirstLardo/the  Admiralty  {The  Earl  of  Selb&rne) C36 

Standing  Order  No.  39  having  been  suspended,  Bill  read  3*  and  passed. 

Post  Office  Sites  BilL— Read  3^  (according  to  Order),  and  passed        639 

Employment  of  Children  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

Title  agreed  to. 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 

The  Lard  Bishop  of  Bochester  639 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  2,  line  7,  to  leave. out  the  words  '  (2)  the  local  authority 
in  making  by-laws  under  this  Section  shall  have  special  regard  to  the 
desirability  of  preventing  the  employment  of  aria  under  sixteen  in 
.  streets  or  public  places.' '  — (The  Lara  Bishop  of  Bochester,) 

The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterhury  644 

The  Earl  of  Meath 645 

EarlSpeneer  646 

Lord  Belper 647 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5. 

The  Duke  of  Northumberland,  who  had  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper, 
said  he  understood  his  proposal  was  covered  by  the  Amendment  stand- 
ing in  the  name  of  Lord  Newton,  and  therefore  he  did  not  propose  to 
move  it. 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clauses  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  and  12  agreed  to. 

Clause  13. 

The  Duke  of  Northumberland        651 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  pa^e  6,  line  16,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  profit '  to  the 
word  *  shoe-blacking.'  "-  -{7%e  Duke  of  Northumberland.) 
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The  Earl  of  MeaJ^h  ...         661 

Lord  Helper  652 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  13,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  14,  15,  16,  17,  and  18  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived  :  The  Report  of  the  Amendment  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

Ireland  Development  Orant  Bill.— Read  S*"  (according  to  Order),  and  passed     652 

County  Oonrts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill— [Third  Reading].— Order  of 
the  Day  for  the  Third  Reading  read. 

Lord  James  of  Hereford     ...         ...         ...         ...     663 

The  Lord  Chancellor  653 

Bill  read  3^  (acoording  to  Order),  with   the  Amendments :  Further 
Amendment  (Privilege)  made :  Bill  passed  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Merchant  Shipping  Bill  Ih.l.].~A  Bill  to  amend  the  Merchant  Shippine 
Acts,  1894  to  1900,  was  presented  by  the  Lord  Wolverton  ;  read  !• ;  and 
tobeprinted.     (No.  210.)       ...        '. 653 

House  adjourned  at  half-past  Eleven  o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  two 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  MONDAY,  10th  AUGUST,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED    PRIVATE    BILL   BUSINESS. 

Dover  Corporation  Bill ;  Hainault  Forest  Bill ;  Kingston-upon-Hull  Cor- 
poration Bill ;  Coventry  Electric  Tramways  Bill ;  ^Seaforth  and 
Sefton  Junction  Railway  Bill. — Ix)rds  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to  653 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 

Amendments     •••  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     654 

Hastings    Harbonr    District   Railway   Bill   [Lords]  (King's  Consent 

signified). — Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments  ...     654 

Hid- Yorkshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

with  Amendments  654 

North  Western  Electricity  and  Power-Oas  Bill  [Lords]  (by  Order).— 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  Amendments  654 

Auchtbrardbr  Town  Council  Order  Confirmation. — Bill  to  confirm  a 
Provisional  Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  1899,  relating  to  the  Burgh  of  Auchterarder,  ordered  to  bs 
brought  in  by  The  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr.  Solicitor-General  for 
Scotland. 

Auchterarder  Town  Council  Order  Confirmation  Bill.— "To  confirm  a 
Provisional  Order  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  1899,  relating  to  the  Burgh  of  Auchterarder,"  presented  accord- 
ingly;  and  ordered  to  be  considered  to-morrow       65* 
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PETITIONS. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (No.  2)  Bill.— Petition  from  Kensington, 

in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        654 

Motor-Cars  Bill  [Lords]. — Petitions  from  Chiswick,  for  alteration;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  664 

Prevention  ok  Corruption  Bill.— Petitions  in  favour :  from  Kettering,  and 

Enfield  Highway ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       664 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Workmen's  Compensation. — Copy  presented,  of  Statistics  of  Proceedings 
under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Acts,  1897  and  1900,  and  the 
Employers'  Liability  Act,  1880,  during  the  year  1902  [by  Command];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table        665 

Coal  Supplies  (Royal  Commission). — Copy  presented,  of  First  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  Coal  Resources 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  YoL  L,  Report.  Vol.  II.,  Minutes  of  Evidence 
and  Appendix.  Vol.  III.,  Supplement  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table     666 

Advertisements  (Foreign  Countries). — Return  presented,  relative  thereto 

[Address  9th  March  ;  Mr.  Bryce\ ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
No.  323.]         665 

Secondary  Education  (Scotland).— Copy  presented,  of  Report  for  the  year 

1903  by  Sir  Henry  Craik,  K.C.B.  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table...     666 

Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897.— Copy  presented,  of  Order  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  Scotland  constituting  the  Local  Authority  of 
the  Bureh  of  Glasgow,  the  Port  Local  Authority  of  the  Port  of  Glasgow 
(by  Actj;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         655 

Statistical  Abstract  (United  Kingdom). — Copy  presented,  of  Statistical 
Abstract  for  the  United  Kingdom  in  each  of  the  last  fifteen  years  from 
1888  to  1932,  Fiftieth  Number  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...     665 

Colonial  Statistics.— Copy  presented,  of  Statistical  Tables  relating  to  the 
Colonial  and  other  Possessions  of  the  United  Kiuedom.  Part  XXVI.  for 
the  year  1901  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  655 

Statistical  Abstract  (Colonies).— Copy  presented,  of  Statistical  Abstract  for 
the  Colonial  and  other  Possessions  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  each  of  the 
last  fifteen  years  from  1888  to  1902,  Fortieth  Number  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table        655 

Tramways  and  Light  Railways  (Street  and  Road).— Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  6th  July  ;  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour'] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  324.]  656 

Harbour  Authorities. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  fordered  13th 
August,  1901;  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  325.] 656 

CoiX)NiAL  Conference,  1902. — Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence  relating  to 
the  proposed  publication  of  the  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Colonial 
Conference  in  London  in  1902  [by  Command] ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...     656 
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Irish  Land  Cobocission  (Procbbdings). — Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Pro- 
ceedings during  the  months  of  March  and  April,  1903  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table        656 

Penal  Sbrvitude  Acts  (Conditional  Licence). — Copy  presented,  of  licence 
granted  to  Michael  Council,  a  convict,  pennitting  him  to  be  at  largo,  to 
which  are  annexed  conditions  other  than  those  contained  in  Schedule  A  of 
the  Penal  Servitude  Act,  1864  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     656 

Trade  Reports  (Miscellaneous  Series). — Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic 
and  Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series,  No.  595  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table        656 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series).— Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  3056  and  3057  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table        656 

Penal  Servitude  Bill. — Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum  explanatory  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Bill." — {Mr.  Secretary  Akers  Douglas.) 

Copy  presented  accordincly  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed 
[No.  326]         ^./      ...  ...     656 

Assessments  (Counties,  CrriES,  and  Burghs)  (Scotland).— Return  ordered, 
"  showing  the  total  amounts  of  assessments  collected  by  County  Councils 
and  by  councils  of  cities  and  burghs  in  Scotland  for  the  year  ended  the  15th 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES, 
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Supply  [23rd  Allotticd  Day]  [6th  August,  Evening  Sitting]. 

Resolutions  reported. 

Civil  Sbrvicks  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1903  -4.— Class  I. 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £321,697,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904, 
for  Rates  and  Contributions  in  lieu  of  Rates,  etc.,  in  respect  of  Government 
property,  and  for  Rates  on  Houses  occupied  by  Representatives  of  Foreign 
Powers,  and  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Rating  of  Oovemment 
Property  Department,  and  for  a  Contribution  towards  the  Expenses  of 
the  Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade.'' 

Class  I. 

'*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £133,342,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  following  services  included 
in  Class  I,  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  vis. : — 

£ 

13.  Public  Works  and  Buildings,  Ireland  -        -     106,128 

14.  Railways,  Ireland 27,214 


£133,342  " 


Class  II. 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £366,072,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  da^  of  March,  1904,  for  the  following  Services  included 


in  Class  IL  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz.  : — 

1.  House  of  Lords  Offices    - 

2.  House  of  Commons  Offices 
5.  Foreign  Office  .        .        .        . 
7.  Privy  Council  Office 
9.  Mercantile  Marine  Services 

13.  Civil  Service  Commission 

14.  Exchequer  and  Audit 

15.  Friendly  Societies  Registry 

21.  Public  Works  Loan  Commission 

22.  Registrar-General's  Office 

25.  Works  and  Public  Buildings  Office  - 

26.  Secret  Service         .        .        .        - 


27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 


Scotland. 
Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office 
Fishery  Board 
Lunacy  Commission 
Registrar-General's  Office 
LociaJ  Government  Board 


Ireland. 
32.  Lord  Lieutenant's  Household 
35.  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests 

37.  Public  Record  Office 

38.  Public  Works  Office 

39.  Registrar-General's  Office 

40.  Valuation  and  Boundarjr  Survey 


£ 

4,507 

16,820 

34,887 

5,130 

68,860 

25,393 

38,321 

4,581 

13 

22,942 

37,200 

25,000 

9,985 
10,837 
3,162 
3,145 
9,157 

2,817 
997 

3,348 
20,053 

6,894 
12,023 

£366,072  " 
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Class  HI. 

**That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,402,874,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  Expenditure  in  respect 
of  the  following  Services  included  in  Class  III.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

1.  Law  Charges 38,984 

2.  Miscellaneous  Legal  Expenses    -        -        •        22,489 

Scotland. 


10.  Law  Charges  and  Courts  of  Law 

11.  Register  House,  Edinburgh  . 

12.  Crofters'  Commission    . 

13.  Prisons         .... 


Irblanb. 

14.  Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Prosecutions 

15.  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  and  other 
Legal  Departments  in  Ireland 

Land  Commission 

County  Court  Officers,  &c. 

Dublin  Metropolitan  Police 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary 

Prisons 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  School 

Dundrum  (Mminal  Lunatic  Asylum 


16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 


52,405 

27,053 

2,790 

50,840 

33,600 

57,805 
76,740 
66,527 
55,468 
792,002 
68,5C8 
54,099 
3,564 

£1,402,874" 


Class  IV. 

*'That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £854,228,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  c«>urse  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31  at  day  of  March,  1904,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
following  Services,  included  in  Clause  IV.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services,  viz.: — 


6.  Scientific  Investigation,  &c.  (United  King- 
dom)      

8.  Public  Education  (Scotland) 

9.  National  Gallery  (Scotland) 


45,  00 

808,828 

400 

£854,228  " 


Class  V. 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,236,998,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  following  services 
included  in  Class  V.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz.: — 

£ 

1.  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Services         .         .     284,780 

2.  British  Protectorates  in  Uganda  .         .         .     445,593 

3.  Colonial  Services 361,525 

4.  Cyprus  (Grant-in  Aid)         -        .        -        -         2,000 

5.  Telegraph  Subsidies  and  Pacific  Cable  -        -       40,100 

6.  Treasury  Chest  Fund  -----     103,000 

£1,236,998" 
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Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 
First  five  Resolutions  postponed. 
Sixth  Resolution  considered. 

Mr.  Bryee  (Aberdem,  S.) 693 

The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lard  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour^ 

Manchester,  E.)      695 

Sir  Charles  DUke  {Glqucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)  697 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out   *  £1,236,998  '  and   insert    £1,235,998.' "—(6^e> 
Charles  DUke.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  £1,236,998  stand  part  of  the  Resolution." 


Sir  John  Gorst  {Cambridge  University) 
Mr.  Bayley  {Derbyshire,  Chettlerfield) 
Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  ( Tower  HarnUts,  Popliir) 
Mr.  Reginald  Lucas  {Portsmouth)  ... 
Mr,  Weir  {Ross  and  Cromarty) 

Mr,  Moon  {St.  Paneras,  N.)  

Sir  Albert  Rollit  {Islington,  S.)      

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfawr 

Mr.  Pierpaint  { iVarrington)  

The    Secretary    of    State    for    the     Colonies     {Mr.     J. 
Birmingham,  W.)       .^ 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Resolution  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. 
7.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £393,521,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  following  services  included 
in  Class  VI.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 


Chamberlain, 


1.  Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances  (in- 

cluding a  Supplementary  sum  of  £4,000)  -     342,914 

2.  Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  Pensions      -  1,000 

3.  Miscellaneous       Charitable       and       other 

Allowances 646 

4.  Hospitals  and  Charities,  Ireland  -        -        -  342 

5.  Savings    Banks'    and     Friendly     Societies' 

Deficiencies 18,619 


703 
707 
708 
710 
710 
712 
713 
715 
720 

723 


£393,521  " 

Class   VII. 

8.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £61,082,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  following  Services  included 
in  Class  VII.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

4.  St.  Louis  Exhibition 50,0(  0 

5.  Repayment  to  the  Civil  Contingencies  Fund       11,082 

£61,082  " 
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Army  Estimates,  1903-4. 

'*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £783,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  expenditure  on  the  following 
Army  Services,  including  Army  (Ordnance  I*actories),  viz. : — 

£ 

11.  Establishments  for  Military  Education-        -  134,500 

12.  Miscellaneous  Effective  Services  -        -        -     62,000 

13.  War    Office,    Salaries     and    Miscellaneous 

Charges 331,500 

Army  (Ordnance  Factories)-        -        -        -  255,000 


£783,000 '' 


Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 

Seventh  and  Eighth  Resolutions  postponed. 

Ninth  Resolution  considered. 

Mr.  Crooks  {IVoolwich)      728 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  *  £783,000,'  and  insert  *  £782,000.'  ''—{Mr.  Crooks.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  *  £783,000 '  stand  part  of  the  Resolution." 

Mr.  BeginM  Luais  {Portsmouth) 732 

Sir  Charles  DUke 732 

The  Secretary  of  State  far  War  {Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  ...  733 

Sir  Haujard  Fincent  {Sheffield,  Central) 736 

Mr.  Weir 737 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  {Hampshire,  Fareham) 737 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  tiie  War   Office  {Lord  Stanley,  Lancashire^ 

IVesthoughton) 738 

Mr.  Broadhurst  {Leicester)  739 

Colonel  Nolan  {Gahvay,  N.)  740 

Mr.  Shackleton  {Lancashire,  Clitheroe)      742 

Question  put 

The  House  divided:— Ayes,  146  ;  Noes,  54.     (Division  List    No.  250.) 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

First  Resolution  considered. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr.  T.M.Healy  {Louth,  N.)        744 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  {Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) 749 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  further  Consideration  of  the 
Postponed  Resolutions  stood  adjourned  till  this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING. 
Supply  [23rd  Allotted  Day]  [6th  August,  Evening  Sitting]  Report. 
Order  read  for  further  Consideration  of  Postponed  Resolutions. 


Sir  Albeit  RollU 
Mr.  Elliot   .. 
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Mr  Gordon  {Londonder/'f/y  S,)        ...         ...         761 

Mr.Eim 752 

Mr.  Hemphill  {Tyrone,  K)  752 

Sesolution  agreed  to. 
Second  Besolution  agreed  to. 
Third  Resolution  considered. 

Mr.  Weir 752 

Amendment  proposed — 

*•  To  leave  out  *  £366,072/  and  insert  *  £365,972/  ''—{Mr.  Weir.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  £366,072  stand  part  of  the  said  Resolution.'' 

Sir  Charles  Benshaw  (Renfrewshire,  W.) 753 

Mr.  Caldtvell  {Lanarkshire,  Mid)  754 

Andy  it  being  Ten  of  the  Clock,  Mr.  Speaksr,  in  pursuance  of  Standing 
Order  15,  put  forthwith  the  Question  necessary  to  dispose  of  the 
Resolution  then  under  consideration. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  168 ;  Noes,  68.     (Division  List  No.  251.) 

Besolution  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Speaker  then  proceeded,  in  pursuance  of  Standing  Order  15,  to  put 
forthwith  the  Questions,  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  out-standing  Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  each  Class 
of  the  Civil  Services  Estimates,  the  Navy  Estimates,  aud  the  Army 
Estimates. 

Class  II. 

Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
stan<ung  Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  II.  of  the  Civil 
Services  Estimates." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  162 ;  Noes,  60.    (Division  List  No.  252.) 

Class  III. 

Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  III.  of  the  Civil 
Services  Estimates." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  165 ;  Noes,  69.     (Division  List  No.  263.) 

Class  IV. 

Question  put,  ''That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  lY.  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vices Estimates." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  168,  Noes,  69.     (Division  List  No.  254.) 

Class  VI. 

Question  put,  **  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  VI.  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vices Estimates." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  169 ;  Noes,  60.    (Division  List  No.  266.) 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ex  TABLE   OF    CONTKNTS. 

Aug.  10.]  Page 

CfassVII. 

Outstanding  Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  Class  VII.  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vices Estimates,  agreed  to. 

Navy  Estimates,  1903-4. — Outstanding  Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  the 
Navy  Estimates,  agreed  to. 

Army  Estimates,  1903-4. — Outstanding  Resolutions  reported  in  respect  of  the 
Army  Estimates,  agreed  to. 

Ways  and  Means  [6th  August]. — Resolutions  reported. 

1.  "That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  His  Majesty 

for  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  the 
sum  of  XI 00  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United 
Kingdom." 

2.  "  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  His  Majesty 

for  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  oay  of  March,  1904,  the 
sum  of  £75,392,969  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
United  Kingdom." 

Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  First  Resolution. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  167  ;  Noes,  60.     (Division  List  No.  256.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  '^  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  Second  Resolution." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  163  ;  Noes,  59.     (Division  List  No.  257.) 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Elliot. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  BilL— ''  To  apply  certain  sums  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  to  the  service  of  the  years  ending  on  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  two  and  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  four,  and  to  appropriate  the  supplies  granted  in  this  tCMion 
of  Parliament,"  presente^i  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  to-morrow. 

Public  Buildings  Expenses  Bill 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Mr.  Cohen  (Islington,  E.)  772 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)  773 

Mr,  Lou^h  {Islington,  ^F,)         ...  774 

Mr,  Victor  Caveiuiish  {Dei'hyshire,  IF,) ...         ...         ...  774 

Mr,  Cremer  (Shoreditch,  Haggerston)      774 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 
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MlssAGB  FROM  THE  LoRDS. — ^That  they  have  agreed  to — Addenbrooke's  Hospital 
Bill ;  Poor  Law  (Dissolution  of  School  Districts  and  Adjustments)  Bill, 
without  Amendment ;  Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  Bill ;  Licensing  Acts 
(Scotland)  Consolidation  and  Amendment  Bill ;  County  Courts  .J  urisdiction 
Extension  Bill ;  Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways  Bill,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

That  they  do  not  insist  on  their  Amendment  to — Wood  Green  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council  Bill,  to  which  this  House  have  disagreed. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — ^Amendments  to  Brighton  Corporation  Bill 

[Lords],  without  Amendment 775 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Schedule. 

Mr.  James  ffConnar  {Wicklaw,  W",)  775 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  to  leave  out  lines  25  and  26." — {Mr,  James  O'Connor.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  schedule." 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr,  JVyndham,  Dover)             776 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)        777 

Mr.  Joseph  Devlin  (Kilkenny,  IT.) 777 

Mr.  MacVeagh  (Down,  S.)            778 

Mr,  James  ff Connor          778 

Mr.  Charles  Devlin  (Galvxiy)         779 

Mr.  Doogan  (Tyrone,  E.) 779 

Mr.  Murphy  (Kerry,  E.) 780 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  121 ;  Noes,  38.     (Division  List  No.  258.) 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

London  Education  Bill. 

Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  fF.)  781 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education  (Sir   William 

Anson,  Oxford  University)  731 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Sheep  Scab  Bill— [Third  Reading].— Order  for  the  Third  Reading  read. 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)          ...          ...         ...  782 

Mr.  Spear  (Devonshire,  Tavistock)...           '       ...          ...          ...  782 

Mr.  Ailwyn  FeUowes  (Huntingdonshire,  Ramsey) ...           . .           . .          ...  783 

Mr.  Dakiel  (Kirkcaldy  Bvryhs) 783 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Hoiuiing  of  the  Working  Classes  (No.  2)  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee). 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Sir  Charles  DUhs  {Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)  783 

Mr.  Austin  Taylor  {Liverpool,  East  Toxteth)        784 

The  President  of  the  Local  Oovemmeni  Board  {Mr.  Walter  Long,  Bristol,  S.)  784 

Mr.  William  Jones  {Carnarvonshire,  Arfon)        ...  785 

Mr.  Walter  Long   ...         785 

Schedule  amended. 

Bill  reported,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  to-morrow. 

Reyenne  BilL — Oitler  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Amendment  to 
Question  [30th  July],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time.'' 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  ^  now  '  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to 
add  the  words  'upon  this  day  three  months.'  *^—{Mr.  Dalzid.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion." 

Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  CaldtDell  {Lanarkshire,  Mid) 785 

Mr.  Lough  {Islington,  W.) 786 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Easchequer  {Mr.  Bitchie,  Croydon) 786 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.     Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

Board  of  Agricoltnre  and  Fisheries  Bill  [Lords].— Order  for  Third  Read- 
ing read,  and  discharged. 

Bill  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  respect  of 
Clause  1. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee,  and  reported ;  as  amended,  considered ;  read 

the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments 787 

Isle  of  Man  Onstoms  Bill— [Third  Reading].— Order  for  the  Third  Reading 
read. 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  {Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)  788 

Mr.  Lough  {Islington,  W.)  788 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  {Mr.  Bitchie,  Croydon) 788 


Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

)on,  in  pursuance  of  the  Ord 
Speaker  adjomned  the  H< 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  after  One  o'clock. 


Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  28th  day  of  July, 
Mr.  Speaker  adjomned  the  House  without  Question  put. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS  :  TUESDAY,  11th  AUGUST,  1903. 

Commission.— The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal  Assent  :— 

1.  Borouch  Funds. 

2.  Local  Government  (Transfer  of  Powers). 

3.  Metropolitan  Streets. 

4.  Public  Offices  (Dublin). 

5.  Pistols. 

6.  Poor  Law  (Dissolution  of  School  Districts  and  Adjustments). 

7.  Patriotic  Fund. 

8.  Sugar  Convention. 

9.  Naval  Works. 

10.  Ireland  Development  Grant. 

11.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2). 

12.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3). 

13.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4). 

14.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5) 

15.  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1). 

16.  Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2). 

17.  Water  Orders  Confirmation. 

18.  Local  Grovomment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5). 

19.  Local  Grovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8). 

20.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13). 

21.  Drain^e  and  Improvement  of  Lands  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order. 

22.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3). 

23.  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5). 

24.  Local  Goveniment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7). 

25.  Perth  Corporation  (Tramways)  Order  Confirmation. 

26.  Aberdeen  Corporation  (Tramways)  Order  Confirmation. 

27.  Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order. 

28.  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1). 

29.  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2). 

30.  Irvine  and  District  Water  Board  Order  Confirmation. 

31.  Rothesay  Corporation  Order  Confirmation. 

32.  Scottish  Episcopal  Clergy  Widows*  and  Orphans*  Fund  Order  Confirmation. 

33.  Education  Boanl  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London). 

34.  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation. 

35.  Glasgow  Corporation  (Police)  Order  Confirmation. 

36.  Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Confirmation. 

37.  Wick  and  Pulteney  Harbours  Order  Confirmation. 

38.  Addenbrooke's  Hospital. 

39.  Post  Office  Sites. 

40   Scottish  American  Mortgage  Company,  Limited. 

41.  South  Lancashire  Tramways. 

42.  Didcot,  Newbury  and  Southampton  Railway. 

43.  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway. 

44.  St  Philip's  Chapel  (Regent  Street). 

45.  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway. 

46.  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland. 

47.  Walker  and  Wallsend  Union  Gas. 

48.  Blackheath  and  Greenwich  District  Electric  Light. 

49.  Derby  Gas. 

50.  Dudley,  Stourbridge  and  District  Tramways. 

51.  Poole  and  District  Electric  Traction. 

52.  Tynemouth  and  District  Tramways. 

53.  Middlesbrough  Corporation. 

54.  Taff  Vale  Railway. 

55.  Sutton  Coldfield  Corporation. 

56.  City  and  South  Londjn  Railway. 
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57.  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply. 

58.  Romford  and  District  Tramways. 

59.  Wigan  CJorporation  Tramways. 

60.  Woolwich  Borough  Council. 

61.  Bournemouth  Corporation  Tramways. 

62.  Alexandra  Park  and  Palace. 

63.  Chatham  and  District  Light  Railways. 

64.  Willesden  Urban  District  Council. 

65.  Exeter  Corporation. 

66.  Barry  Railway. 

67.  Dewsbury,  Batley,  and  Birstal  Tramways. 

68.  Worthing  Corporation  Tramways. 

69.  Great  Northern,  Piccadilly,  and  Brompton  Railway  (Various  Powers). 

70.  London  County  Council  (General  Powers). 
7L  London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway. 

72.  Watford  and  Edgware  Railway. 

73.  Harrow  Road  and  Paddington  Tramways. 

74.  London  United  Tramways. 

75.  Birmingham  Corporation. 

76.  Manchester  Southern  Tramways. 

77.  Castleblaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Railway  (Extension  of  Time). 

78.  Gosport  and  Fareham  Tramways. 

79.  Great  Western  Railway. 

80.  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  London  and  North- Western  Railways 

(Steam  Vessels). 
8L  Neath,  Pontardawe,  and  Brynaman  Railway. 

82.  Chard  Corporation  Gas  and  Electricity. 

83.  Rochester  Corporation  Tramways  and  Improvements. 

84.  Kip's  Patents. 

85.  Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tramways. 

86.  West  Bromwich  (iJorporation. 

87.  Hove,  Worthing,  and  District  Tramways. 

88.  South-Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railways. 

89.  Scottish  Ontario  and  Manitoba  Land  Company. 

90.  Bath  Corporation  Water. 

91.  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway. 

92.  Bournemouth  Gas  and  Water. 

93.  Carmarthenshire  Electric  Power. 

94.  Bristol  Corporation. 

95.  Maryport  Harbour. 

96.  Manchester  Corporation. 

97.  Somerset  and  District  Electric  Power. 

98.  Birmingham  District  Tramways. 

99.  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  (Extension  of  Time). 

100.  Beckenham  Urban  District  Council. 

101.  London  County  Council  (Money). 

102.  London  County  Council  (Tramways  and  Improvements). 

103.  Mullingar,  Kells,  and  Drogheda  Railway. 

104.  Fife  Electric  Power. 

105.  South  Shields  Corporation. 

106.  East  Ham  Improvement. 

107.  Wood  Green  Urban  District  Council. 

108.  Brighton  Corporation. 
•      109.  Lochnell  Estate. 

110.  Pentillie  Estate        789 

Sat  First. 

The  Marquess  Townshend — Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of  his 

father  ...   792 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramwavs  Bill  [h-l.];  Liverpool  University  Bill  [h-L.]; 
Bradford  Corporation  BUI  [H.L.] ;  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill  [H.L.] ;  Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Salford 
Corporation  BiU  [h.l.);  Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric  Power 
Bill  [H.L.]. — Commons  Amendments  considei-ed  and  agreed  to        792 

Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Railways  Bill.— Bead  3%  with  the  Amend- 
ments and  passeo,  and  returned  to  the  Commons       792 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [ill.]  ;  Hastings  Harbour  District  Bailway  Bill  rH.Lj ; 
Mid  Yorkshire  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  North- Western  Electricity  and  Power 
Gas  Bill  [h.l]  ;  Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill  [ill.]. — Returned  from 
the  Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to 792 

Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  South- 
western iftnd  Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Kailway  Bill  [h.l.]. — Ketumed  from 
the  Commons  agreed  to  792 

Oateshead  Corporation  Bill ;  Stroud  and  District  Tramways  Bill ;  Cork  Har- 
bour Bill ;  Ebbw  Vale  Improvement  Bill ;  Erith  Tramways  and  Improvement 
Bill ;  Great  Central  Railway  Bill ;  North-Eastern  Railway  Bill ;  Sheffield  Cor- 
poration Bill ;  South  Yorkshire  Joint  Railways  Bill ;  Western  Valleys  (Mon- 
mouthshire) Sewerage  Board  Bill ;  Dover  Corporation  Bill ;  Hainault  Forest 
Bill ;  Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill ;  Coventry  Electric  Tramways 
Bill ;  Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  Railway  Bill ;  Croydon  and  District 
Electric  Tramways  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the  Amend- 
ments agreed  to  792 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Order  Confirmation  Bill ;  Lerwick 
Harbour  Improvements  Act,  1877,  Amendment  Order  Confirmation  Bill. — 
Read  3^  (according  to  Order),  and  passed      792 

PETITIONS, 

His  Highness  Mahendra  Maharaza  Madhava  Singh. — Petition  for  redress 
of  grievances  of  ;  of  Inhabitants  of  Cambridge ;  Westminster ;  London ; 
and  other  towns  in  England  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  . . .     793 

^  RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

Tramways  Act,  1870.—  Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  their  proceedings 

under  the  Act,  during  the  session  of  1903 793 

Railway  Accidbnts. — Returns  of  accidents  and  casualties  as  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  by  the  several  railway  companies  in  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  six  months  ending  30th  June,  1903,  in  pursuance  of  the  Regula- 
tion of  Railways  Act,  1871  ;  together  with  the  reports  of  the  inspecting 
officers,  assistant  inspecting  officers,  and  sub-inspectors  of  the  Railway 
Department  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  upon  certain  accidents  which  were 
inquired  into 793 

Foreign  Import  Duties. — Statement  of  the  rates  of  import  duties  levied  in 
European  countries,  in  the  United  States,  in  Japan,  and  in  China,  upon  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  the  United  Kingdom 793 

Gas  and  Water  Orders.— Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  their  proceedings 
under  the  Gas  and  Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870,  during  the  session  of 
1903       ...         793 
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Railway  Servants  (Hours  of  Labour).— Return,  in  pursuance  of  Section  4 
of  the  Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1889,  of  railway  servants  of  ceitain 
classes  who  were  on  one  or  more  occasions  during  the  month  of  December, 
1902,  on  duty  on  the  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  more  than 
twelve  hours  at  a  time,  or  who,  after  being  on  duty  more  than  twelve 
houru,  were  allowed  to  resume  work  with  less  than  nine  hours  rest  . . .     793 

Russia,  No.  1.  (1903).— Despatch  from  His  Majesty's  Consul-General  at  Odessa 

forwarding  a  Report  on  the  riots  at  Kishiniev  794 

AuEN  Immigration  (Royal  Commission). — Report  of  the  (Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  alien  immigration  ;  with  minutes  of 
evidence  and  appendix.    Vol.  I.  Report        794 

Superannuation  (Civil  Service)  (Royal  Commission).— Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  superannuation  in  the 
Civil  Service  ;  with  minutes  of  evidence,  appendices,  and  index     794 

PuBUC  Works  (Ireland). — Seventy-first  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works  in  Ireland,  with  appendices,  for  the  year  ended  3l8t  March, 
1903       794 

India  (Agricultural  Banks).— Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  establish- 
ment of  co-operative  credit  societies  in  India  794 

Board  of  Education. — I.  Return  showing  the  number  of  persons  whose  names 
have  been  placed  upon  the  Teachers*  Register  under  Regulation  5  (2)  (a)  of 
the  Teachers'  Registration  Regulations,  and  the  qualifications  of  each  one 
so  registered  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  has  qualified  the  person 
to  be  so  registered. 

II.  Statement  of  schemes  for  the  formation  of  education  committees, 
approved  during  the  month  of  July,  1 903,  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
under  Section  17  of  the  Education  Act  of  1902  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Papers  (Conmiand  Nos.  1564,  1613,  1659,  and  1675) 
of  Session  1903)  showing — Name  of  local  authority  ;  name  of  the 
council ;  number  of  members  on  the  education  committee ;  number  of 
members  on  the  education  committee  who  are  necessarily  members  of 
the  council ;  number  of  women  who  are  necessarily  on  the  edncation 
committee  ;  forms  of  educational  experience  to  be  represented  on  the 
committee ;  recommendations  or  nominations  (if  any)  794 

Judicial  Statistics  (Ireland),  1902.- Part  I.  Criminal  Statistics— Presented 

(by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table  795 

Irish  Land  Commission  (Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1891).— Return 

of  advances  under  the  Act  during  the  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1903     ...      795 

Railway  Servants  (Hours  of  Labour). — Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
respecting  their  proceedings  under  the  Railway  Regulation  Act,  1893,  56  & 
57  Vict.  c.  29,  diu-ing  the  year  ended  27th  July,  1903         795 

Weights  and  Measures.— Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  their  proceedings 

and  business  under  the  Weights  and  Measures  Acts  795 

Gas  Companies  (Metropolis). —Accounts  of  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Companies 

for  the  year  1902         795 

Pawnbrokers  Returns  (Ireland).— Returns  from  the  City  Marshal  of 
Dublin,  for  the  year  1902.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table  79j 
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Superannuation.— Return  of  the  total  nnmber  of  law  clerks  serving  in  the 
several  divisions  of  the  High  Court,  giving  the  number,  ages,  salaries,  and 
length  of  service  of  such  clerks  as  are  over  the  age  of  60.  Laid  before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Order  of  the  23rd  of  July  last),  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  211.)         ../       !^        ...     795 

London  Ednoation  Bill. — Returned  from  the  (Commons,  with  Amendments 
iigreed  to. 

Motor-Cars  Bill    [h.l.]. 

The  Secretarij  for  Scotland  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)      ...         795 

The  MarqMsa  of  Ripon      796 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Bill--[SECOND  Reading]. -Order  of  the  day  for 
the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lmd  Balfour  of  Burleigh 796 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\''—{Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,) 

The  Farl  of  Gamperdown 798 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill— [Second  Reading].— Order  of  the  Day  for 
the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 799 

Moved  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*."— (Zorrf  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Railways  (Electric  Power)  Bill ;  South  African  Loan  and  War  Contribution 
Bill ;  Military  Works  Bill ;  Public  Works  Loans  Bill. — Read  2*  (according 
to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow...     799 

Marriages  Legalisation  Bill — [Second  Reading].— Order  of  the  Day  for  the 
Second  Reading  read. 

LordBelper  800 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\"—{Lord  Belper,) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according  to  Order) :  Then  (Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  forthwith :  House  in  Committee  accordingly : 
Bill  reported  without  Amendment :  Standing  Committee  negatived : 
Bill  rea^l  3*,  and  passed. 

Irish  Land  Bill — [Third  Reading]. — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Reading 
read. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3\''—{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

The  Earl  of  Dunraven,       800 

The  Earl  of  Wemyss          8^2 

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)       8^5 

Lord  Muskeny       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •••  808 

The  Duke  of  Abeicorn       i         ...  811 

On  Question,  Bill  read  3*. 
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Lord  Macnaghten 812 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  5,  line  31,  after  the  word  'Commission,'  to  insert  the 
words,  *  unless  he  thinks  it  inequitable  under  the  circumstances  that  the 
estate  should  be  dealt  with  under  this  section.*" — {Lord  Macnaglden,) 

The  Lord  Chccncellor  of  Ireland 812 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

.     Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  16,  after  line  24,  after  the  word  *  money'  to  insert  as  a  new 
sub-section  Sie  words  *(6)  For  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  this  enact- 
ment, the  Land  Commission  may,  if  they  think  fit,  in  the  case  of  a 
terminable  charge,  satisfy  the  same  by  the  investment  in  any  securities 
in  which  trustees  are  by  law  authorised  to  invest  trust  money  of  a 
capital  sum,  the  annual  income  of  which  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  annual  amount  of  the  charge.' " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

The  Earl  of  Westmeath      813 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire ...     813 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  An-an 813 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1 8,  line  20,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  out  of  the  purchase 
money  or  otherwise,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *  out  of  the  purchase 
money,  or  recoverable  under  any  agreement  or  covenant.' " — {The  Earl 
of  Arran.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  18,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  advances'  to  i?  rcrt  the 
words  *  Provided  that,  in  case  of  the  sale  of  an  estate  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  any  charge  or  incumbrance  thereon  may  be  paid  off 
notwithstanding  any  direction,  proviso,  or  covenant  contained  in  any 
deed  or  instrument  to  the  contrary.'  ^^--—{Lord  Macnaghten,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  27,  line  27,  after  the  word  *  in '  to  insert  the 
words  *(a.)  Bonds,  debentures,  or  mortgages  secured  upon  rates 
or  taxes  levied  under  the  authority  of  any  Act  of  Parliament 
or  Provisional  Order  by  any  municipal  corporation  or  other 
local  authority  in  the  United  Kingdom  which  shall  be 
authorised  to  borrow  on  such  security  ;  {b.)  Ground  rents  arising 
out  of  hereditaments  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  not  exceeding 
in  amount  one-fourth  part  of  the  annual  value  at  a  rack  rent  of  the 
premiscF  out  of  which  such  ground  rents  issue;  {c.)  Debentures  or 
mortgages  of  railway  companies  in  the  United  Kingdom  incorporated 
by  Act  of  Parliament;  {d.)  Stocks  or  shares  of  any  tramway  or 
light  railway  interest  upon  which  is  guaranteed  from  or  charged  upon 
rates  under  the  Tramways  (Ireland)  Acts ;  {e.)  Bonds,  debentures, 
or  mortgages  secured  upon  any  investments  in  which  trustees  are 
authorised  by  this  or  any  other  Act  to  invest  trust  funds;  (/.) 
Debentures  or  fully-paid  shares  or  stocks  of  any  railway,  provided 
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that  the  sufficiency  of  any  such  investments  to  realise  the  sum 
invested  therein  upon  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life  or  the  termina- 
tion of  the  trust  shall  be  secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public 
trustees  under  this  Act.' " — {Lord  Caatletoum,) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  {Tlie  Earl  of  Hahhury)        815 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  33,  line  15,  after  the  word  'matter,'  to  insert  as  a  new 
sub-section  the  words :  *  (6)  In  the  cases  of  sales  to  tenants  other 
than  sales  by  the  Land  Commission  or  sales  by  the  Land  Judge,  the 
date  at  which  interest  on  the  purchase  money  payable  under  Sub- 
section 2  of  Section  35  of  the  Act  of  1896  shall  l^gin  to  be  payable 
shall  be  (a.)  If  the  agreement  for  purchase  be  made  on  any  first  day 
of  May  or  first  day  of  November  from  the  date  of  such  agreement ; 
(6.)  In  all  other  cases  from  a  date  to  be  specified  in  the  agreement, 
and  not  being  earlier  than  the  gale  day  immediately  preceding  the  date 
of  agreement;  and  such  interest  shall  be  dealt  with  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  said  sub-section.'" — {Lord  Castletotvn.) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland     815 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

Lord  CastletovM 816 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  42,  line  33,  after  the  second  word  '  Commissioner  '  to 
insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words :  *  (2)  For  the  purpose  of 
assisting  the  County  Court  Judge  in  determining  any  question  under 
the  Land  Law  Acts  relating  to  a  holding,  the  Land  Commission  shall 
assign  to  each  Ci^il  Bill  (5[)urt  a  Lay  Assistant  Commissioner,  who 
shall  inspect  the  holding,  sit  with,  and  assist  the  County  Court  Judge 
as  a  Lay  Assessor.'" — {Lwi  Castletown.) 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 810 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     817 

Amendment  ^mo  ved — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  95,  which  was  inserted  on  Report  on 
Motion  of  Lord  Monteagle  of  Brandon." — (The  Earl  of  Camperdoton,) 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  {The  Earl  of  Morley)  819 

Lord  Inchiquin       819 

The  Earl  of  Meaih  820 

Viscount  Goschen 8*J0 

The  Earl  of  Dunraven        820 

Lord  Castletown      820 

Lord  Macnaghten  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...         ...         ...  821 

The  Earl  of  Donotighmme 822 

Lord  Monteagle  of  Bramion  823 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire 823 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 825 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn, 
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Lord  Cctstletatm 825 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  46,  line  17,  after  the  word  *  Act'  to  insert  the  words 
'  and  shall  include  any  holdings  on  an  estate  which  before  the  date 
upon  which  this  Act  comes  into  operation  had  been  the  subject  matter 
of  proceedings  for  sale  under  the  Land  Purchase  Actc,  but  as  to  which 
holdings  the  sales  had  not  either  been  agreed  upon  or  carried  out.*  " — 
(Lord  CcLStleioum.) 

The  DvJte  of  Devonshire     826 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 
Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Bmplojrment  of  Children  Bill. 

Report  of  Amendments  received        826 

The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  826 

Amendments  moved — 

"  In  Clause  2,  page  2,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  trade ' 
to  the  end  of  the  clause." 

"  After  Clause  3,  insert  as  a  new  clause  :  '  A  eirl  under  the  age 
ef  sixteen  years  shall  not  be  employed  in  street  tradings,  except  under 
the  provisions  of  specific  by-law  of  the  local  authority  sanctioning  such 
employment.* "—  (ihe  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,) 

Lord  Beiper  827 

Earl  Spencer  830 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Lord  Balfour  of  Bu/rleigh)     830 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Rochester        831 

On  Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  l>e  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill,"  their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents,  46  ;    Not-Con  tents,  14. 

Amendments  moved — 

"In  Clause  14,  page  6,  line  23,  after  the  word  'jurisdiction'  to 
insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words  :  '  (3)  Any  fine  or  penalty  under 
this  Act  shall  be  recoverable  by  imprisonment  in  terms  of  the 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts.'  In  line  27,  after  the  word  *  having '  to 
insert  the  words  *  within  its  boundary  for  police  purposes.' " — {Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh,) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  Clause  16,  page  7,  line  37,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  1." 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  read   3»,   with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

House  of  Lords  Offices; — Second  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  considered 

(according  to  Order),  and  agreed  to 833 

Sbeep  Scab  Bill.— Brought  from  the  Comnions.     liead  1«  ;  to  be  printed  ; 

and  to  be  read  2*  To-morrow.— (T7e«  Earl  of  Onslmv.)    (No.  212.) 833 
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Isle  of  Han  (Oostoms)  Bill. — Brou^t  from  the  Commons.  Read  1* ;  to  be 
printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  To-morrow. — (7%«  Lord  Pregideni — D. 
Dewmshvre.)      (No.  213.)  83^ 

Board  of  Agricnltnre  and  Fisheries  Bill  [h.l.].— Commons  Amendments 

considered  (on  Motion)  and  agreed  to.  834 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  past  Seven  o*clock,  till  To- 
morrow, a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:    TU1«DAY,   11th  AUGUST,   1903. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 
Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners. 
The  House  went — ^and,  being  returned, 
Mr.  Sp£AKBR  reported  the  Royal  Assent  to  a  number  of  Bills      834 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Groydon  and   District  Electric  Tramways  Bill.— Lords  Amendments 

considered,  and  agreed  to        B34 

Sonth  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  [not 
amended],  considered. 

Ordered,  that  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 

Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {The  Chaiiman  of  Ways  and  Means)   . . .     835 

(King's  Consent  signified.)    Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

without  Amendment        835 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords].— Ordered,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords],  Standing  Orders  84, 
214,  215,  and  239  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into 
consideration,  provided  amended  prints  shall  have  been  previously 
deposited. 

Bill,  as  amended,  accordingly  considered. 

Ordered,  that  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time.—(7%«  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments  . . .     835 

Hastings  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report  to 

lie  upon  the  Tabic,  and  to  be  printed 835 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to — Patriotic  Fund  Bill ; 
Sugar  Convention  Bill ;  Naval  Works  Bill ;  Post  OflBce  Sites  Bill ;  Ireland 
Development  Grant  Bill;  without  Amendment.  Airdrie  and  Coatbridge 
Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  Bill ;  Ijcrwick  Harbour  Improvements  Act 
(1877)  Amendment  Order  Confirmation  Bill;  without  Amendment. 

Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Railways  Bill ;  with  an  Amendment     ...     83B 

Strabine,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway  Bill  (by  Order). — I^ords 
Amendments  considered.  Lords  Amendment,  in  the  Title,  page  1,  line  2, 
leave  out  "  Railways,"  and  insert  "  a  Railway,"  the  first  Amendment,  read 
a  second  time. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


cxxii  'J^ABLE   OF   CONTENTS. 

Aitg.  11. 1  PagA 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment."    Debate  arising. 

Mr.  a Doheriy  (Donegal,  N.) 836 

ITie  Chief  Se^'dary  for  Irehiid  (Mr,  JFyruIkaiTiy  Dover) 836 

And  it  being  after  a  quarter  past  Two  of  the  Clock,  the  proceedings  on 
consideration  of  the  Lords  Amendments  were  postponed,  by  direction 
of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  till  this  Evening's  Sitting. 

PJETITIONS, 

Education  Act,  1902.-^Petition  from  Loughborough,  for  repeal ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table  836 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

TiiAMWAY  Orders. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
their  proceedings  under  the  Tramways  Act,  1870,  during  the  session  of 
1903  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 836 

Railway  Accidents. — Copy  presented,  of  Returns  of  Accidents  and  Casualties 
as  reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the  several  Railway  Companies  in  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  six  months  ending  30th  June,  1903,  together 
with  Reports  of  the  Inspecting  Officers  of  the  Railway  Department  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  upon  certain  Accidents  which  were  inquired  into  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...     837 

Railway  Servants  (Hours  of  Labour). — Copy  presented,  of  Return,  in 
pursuance  of  Section  4  of  the  Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1889,  of 
Railway  Servants  of  certain  classes  who  were  on  one  or  more  occasions 
during  the  month  of  December,  1902,  on  duty  on  the  railways  of  the 
United  Kingdom  for  more  than  twelve  hours  at  a  time;  or  who,  after 
being  on  duty  more  than  twelve  hours,  were  allowed  to  resume  work  with 
l9ss  than  nine  hours*  rest  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 837 

Foreign  Import  Duties. — Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  the  Rates  of 
Import  Duties  levied  in  European  countries,  in  the  United  States,  in  Japan, 
and  in  China,  upon  the  Produce  and  Manufactures  of  the  United  Kingdom 
[by  Command  J ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  837 

Gas  and  Water  Orders.—  Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  their  Proceedings  under  The  Gas  and  Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870, 
during  the  session  of  1 903  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . . .     837 

Exports  (Woollen  and  Cotton  Goods  and  Cutlery).— Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  23rd  July ;  Colonel  Denny] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  327.]  837 

Trade  between  the  United  Kingdom,  Canada,  and  Germany. — Return 
presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered  24th  June ;  Mr,  Loder] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  328.] 837 

PiiEFERENTiAL  Trade. — Retum  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered  2nd  July  ; 

Sir  Edgar  Vincent]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  329.J        838 

Gas  Undertakings  (Local  Authorities).— Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
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2'he  Postmaster-General  (Mr.  Austen  Chamheilain,  Worcestershire,  E.)  ...  904 

The  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  James  Campbell,  Dublin  University)  906 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 

The  Motor-Oars  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  further  considered. 

Clause  (Suspension  of  licence  and  disqualification) — 

"  In  page  3,  after  Clause  3,  to  insert  the  following  clause :  *(1) 
Any  Court  before  whom  a  person  is  convicted  of  an  offence  under  this 
Act,  or  of  any  offence  in  connection  with  the  driving  of  a  motor-car, 
other  than  a  first  offence,  which  consists  solely  of  exceeding  anv  limit 
of  speed  fixed  under  this  Act — (at  may  if  the  person  conv:ctod  hold^ 
any  licence  under  this  Act,  suspend  that  licence  for  such  time  as  the 
Court  thinks  fit,  and,  if  the  Court  thinks  fit,  also  declare  the  person 
convicted  disqualified  for  obtaining  a  licence  for  such  further  time 
after  the  expiration  of  the  licence  as  the  Court  thinks  fit ;  and  (b)  may,  if 
the  person  convicted  does  not  hold  any  licence  under  this  Act,  declare 
him  disqualified  for  obtaining  a  licence  for  such  time  as  the 
Court  thinks  fit ;  and  (c)  if  the  person  convicted  holds  any  licence 
under  this  Act,  shall  cause  particulars  of  the  conviction  and  of  any 
order  of  the  Court  made  under  this  section,  to  be  endorsed  upon  any 
licence  held  by  him,  and  shall  also  cause  a  copy  of  those  particulars 
to  be  sent  to  the  council  by  whom  any  licence  so  endorsed  has  been 
granted.     (2)  Any  person  so  convicted,  if  he  holds  any  licence  imder 
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this  Act,  shall  produce  the  licence  within  a  reasonable  time,  for  the 
purposes  of  endorsement,  and  if  he  fails  to  do  so  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
offence  under  this  Act.  (3)  A  licence  so  suspended  by  the  Court 
shaU,  during  the  term  of  suspension,  be  of  no  effect,  and  a  person 
whose  licence  is  suspended  or  who  is  declared  by  the  Court  to  be  dis- 
qualified for  obtaining  a  licence  shall  during  the  period  of  suspension 
or  disqualification  be  disqualified  for  obtaining  a  licence.  (4)  Any 
person  who  is  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  the  Court  under  this  section 
disqualified  for  obtaining  a  licence  may  appeal  against  the  order  in 
the  same  manner  as  a  person  may  appeal  who  is  ordered  to  be 
imprisoned  without  the  option  of  a  fine ;  and  the  Court  may,  if  they 
think  fit,  pending  the  appeal,  defer  the  operation  of  the  order.  (5)  If 
any  person  who  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  is  disqualified  for 
obtaining  a  licence,  applies  for  or  obtains  a  licence  while  he  is  so 
disqualified,  or  if  any  person  whose  licence  has  been  endorsed  applies 
for  or  obtains  a  licence  without  giving  particulars  of  the  endorsement, 
that  person  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  Act,  and  any 
licence  so  obtained  shall  be  of  no  effect. — {Mr,  WaUer  Long.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  tima 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Scott-Montagu  {Hampshire^  New  Forest)        907 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  proposed  clause,  to  add  the  words  *  A  licence 
shall  not  be  taken  away  or  suspended,  or  any  person  disqualified  from 
taking  a  licence  under  this  Act,  except  in  consequence  of  a  conviction 
for  an  offence  under  Section  1  of  this  Act,  or  for  drunkenness,  whilst 
in  charge  of  a  motor-car.' " — {Mr.  Scott-Montagu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  {Mr.  Walter  Long,  Bristol,  S.)  908 

Mr.  Dalziel  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 909 

Mr.  Walter  Long 909 

Mr.  Spear  {Devonshire,  Tavistock) ...  909 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  3  of  proposed  clause,  after  the  word  *  first,*  to  leave  out 
the  words  *  offence  which  consists,'  and  insert  the  words  *  or  second 
offence  consisting.'  ''—{Mr.  Walter  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  (Power  to  prohibit  Motor-cars  on  special  roads). 

"  In  page  4,  after  Clause  6,  to  insert  the  following  clause  :  *  The  . 
Local  Government  Board  may,  by  legulations  made  under  Section  6 
of  the  principal  Act,  prohibit  or  restiict;  the  driving  of  any  motor-cars, 
or  of  any  special  kind  of  motor-cars  on  any  specified  highway,  or  part 
of  a  highway,  which  does  not  exceed  sixteen  feet  in  width,  or  on 
which  ordinary  motor-car  traffic  would,  in  their  opinion,  be  especially 
dangerous.'" — {Mr.  I y alter  Long.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 
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Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  (Begulations  as  to  maximum  weight  of  cars). 

"  In  page  5,  after  Clause  9,  to  insert  the  following  clause  :  ^  (1) 
The  Local  Government  Board  by  regulations  made  under  Section  6  of 
the  principal  Act  may,  as  respects  any  class  of  vehicle  mentioned  in 
the  regulations,  increase  the  maximum  weights  of  three  tons  and  four 
tons  mentioned  in  Section  1  of  that  Act  subject  to  any  conditions  as 
to  the  use  and  construction  of  the  vehicle  which  may  be  made  by  the 
regulations.  (2)  The  power  of  the  Local  Gk)vernment  Board  to  make 
regulations  under  Section  6  of  The  Locomotives  on  Highways  Act, 
1896,  shall,  as  respects  motor-cars  exceeding  two  tons  in  weight 
unladen,  include  a  power  to  make  regulations  as  to  speed.' " — {Mr, 
Walter  Long.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T,  M,  Healy  (Ixmth,  N.)       911 

Clause  (Compensation  for  accidents  resulting  in  child's  death). 

"  From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  where  the  death  of  a 
minor  is  caused  in  England  or  Ireland  by  a  light  locomotive  under 
circumstances  which  would  amount  to  an  offence  against  this  Act,  the 
father  or  mother  of  the  child  may  recover  damages  against  the  owner 
of  the  light  locomotive,  although  no  direct  pecuniary  loss  resulted  from 
such  death."— (3fr.  T,  M.  Hed.y.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr,  William  Redmond  {Clare,  E,)  911 

Th4  Attomey-Genefi-al  {Sir  Robert  FirUay,  Inverness  Burghs)       912 

Mr,  Broadhwrst  {Leicester)  ...         913 

Sir  WaV^  Foster  {DerhyaMre,  Ilkestim)    ...         913 

Mr.  Hemphill  {Tyrone,  N.)  914 

Mr.  Scott-Montagu ' 915 

Major  Jameson  {Clare,  W,)  915 

Sir  Albert  RollU  {Islington,  S.)      ...  915 

Mr,  Burdett-Cotdts  {Westminster) 916 

Mr,  Seely  {Lincoln)  916 

Sir  Robert  Finlay 916 

Mr,  Bond  {Nottingham,  F.)  916 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  69  ;  Noes,  123.     (Division  List  No.  259.) 

Clause  (Cars  at  rest  upon  highways). 

"  Where  the  driver  of  a  motor-car  requires  to  visit  any  house  or 
shop  for  the  purpose  of  business  or  refreshment  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
him  so  to  do,  provided  the  engine  of  the  car  bos  been  stopped ;  but 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  relieve  from  any  penalty  for  causing 
obstruction  when  the  driver,  after  a  reasonable  interval,  has  been  re- 
quired  by  a  constable,  or  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  adjacent 
premises,  to  proceed." — {Mr,  T,  M,  Healy,) 
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Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

Svr  Robert  Finlay 919 

Motion  and  clause,  by  leave,  M'ithdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2." — {Mr,  Walter  Long,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  1,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  constable,'  to  insert  the 
words  *  in  uniform  on  duty.* " — {Mr.  Louis  Sinclair,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  Robert  Finlay ...         ...  920 

Mr,  Griffith  Boscaweii  {KerU,  Tunbridge) 920 

Mr.  Walter  Lmg    ...         920 

Mr.  ScoUrMoiUagu  920 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Louis  Sinclair  {Easex^  Romford)        921 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  who  commits,'  and  to 
insert  the  words  *  whom  he  sees  commit.' " — {Mr,  Louis  Sinclair,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  who  commits '  stand  part  (rf  the 
Bill." 

Mr,  WaUer  Long 921 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  words,  •  and  who,'  and  insert 
the  words  *if  he.'" 

"  In  page  1,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  word,  *  whose,'  and  insert 
the  words  *if  the.'"— (3fr.  Walter  Long,) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  Clock,  further  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
as  amended,  stood  adjourned  till  this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING. 
Strabane,  Baphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway  Bill  [by  Order]. 
Lords  Amendments  further  considered. 
Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  the  Title,  page  1,  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  railway,'  and 
insert  the  words  *  a  railway.' " 

The  first  Amendment,  again  read. 
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Question  again  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Lords  in 
the  said  Amendment." 

Mr.  Mooney  {Dublin  Co.,  S,)         921 

Mr.  Hugh  Law  (Donegal,  W.)      922 

Mr.  UempMll  {Tyrone,  N.)  922 

Dr.  Thompson  {Monaghan,  N.)      923 

Dr.  MacDonnell  (Queens  Co.,  Leix)  923 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Subsequent  Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill  [Lords]  (By  Order).— 
Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  235  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time. — {Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  923 

iLuchterarder  Town  Council  Order  Ck>nflrmation  Bill— Considered ;  read 

the  third  time,  and  passed      923 

Motor-Cars  Bill  [Lords].— As  amended,  further  considered. 
Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

**  In  page  1,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  word  'and '  and  insert  the 
word  •  or.'  "-^{Mr.  Walter  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Louis  Sinclair 924 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  29,  after  the  word  '  address '  to  insert  the  words 
*  to  a  police  constable  in  uniform  on  duty.'  " — {Mr.  Louis  Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Walter  Long 924 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  2,  to  leave  out  lines  15  to  24." — {Mr.  Walter  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Walter  Long 924 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill  — 

**  In  page  2,  line  30,  after  the  word  *  that '  to  insert  the  words  *  He 
has  taken  all  steps  reasonably  practicable  to  prevent.*" — {Mr.  Walter 
Long.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  2,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  had  been,'  and  to 

insert  the  word  *  being.' " 

"In  page  2,  lines  31  and  32,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  by  unavoid- 
able causes  arising  from  natural  conditions  over  which  he  had  no 

control' " 
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"  In  page  2,  line  37,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  and  (6)  the 
Council  of  any  County  or  County  Borough  in  which  the  business 
premises  of  any  manufacturer  of  or  dealer  in  motor-cars  are  situated, 
may,  on  payment  of  such  annual  fee,  not  exceeding  £3,  as  the  Council 
require,  assign  to  that  manufacturer  or  dealer  a  general  identification 
mark  which  may  be  used  for  any  car  on  trial  after  completion,  or  on 
trial  by  an  intending  purchaser,  and  a  person  shall  not  oe  liable  to  a 
penalty  under  this  section  while  so  using  the  car  if  the  n\ark  so  assigned 
is  fixed  upon  the  car  in  the  manner  required  by  the  Council  in  accord- 
ance with  regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board  made  under  this 
Act.'"— (i/r.  WaUerhmg.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Louis  Sinclair 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

'*  In  page  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  of  line  2,  and  insert  the  words 
*  liable,  on  summary  conviction,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £5.* " — {Mr, 
Louis  Sinclair,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr,  fValtei'  Long 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

Mr,  Arthur  Morton  {Deptford)      

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 


"In  page  3,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  sixteen  ' 
the  word  *  seventeen.'" — {Mr,  Arthur  Morton.) 


and  insert 


Question  proposed,  •*  That  the  word  *  sixteen '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


925 


926 


926 


Mr,  WaUer  Long  . . . 



926 

Mr,  Broadhurst 

927 

Mr.Dalziel 

927 

Mr,  Burdett-Coutis,., 

927 

Mr,  Scott-Montagu  . . . 

9?8 

Mr,  J.  A,  Pease  {Essex, 

Saffron  Walden) 

928 

Mr,  Weir  {Ross  and  Cr 

oTnarty) 

928 

Mr,  Lletoellyn  {Somersetshire]  N.) 

929 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  79  ;  Noes,  85.     (Division  List  No.  260.) 

Word  "  seventeen  "  there  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  17,  after  the  word  *  licence '  to  insert  the  words 
*  except  that  a  licence  limited  to  driving  motor  cycles  may  be  granted 
to  a  person  over  the  age  of  fourteen  years.' " — {Mr.  JValt^  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  3,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  words  *or  his  horse  or 
vehicle,*  and  insert  the  words  *  whetiher  on  foot^  on  horseback,  or  in  a 
vehicle,  or  to  any  horse  or  vehicle  in  charge  of  any  person.' "  - 
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"  In  page  3,  line  29,  after  the  word  *  liable '  to  insert  the  words 
*  on  summary  conYiction.' " 

"  In  pa^e  3,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  each ''  and  insert  the 
words  *  the  first.'" 

"  In  page  3,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  on  summary  con- 
viction.* " 

"  In  page  3,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  or  in  the  case  of  a ' 
and  insert  the  words  *  and  in  respect  of  the/  " 

"  In  page  3,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  conviction '  and  insert 
the  words  *  oflfence  to  a  fine.' " 

"  In  page  3,  line  33,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  shall  be  subject.' " — 
(Mr.  Walter  Long.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  33,  after  the  word  *  or '  to  insert  the  words  *  in 
the  discretion  of  the  Court.'" — {Mi\  IValier  Long,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  4,  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  words  *and  giving.' " — Mr, 
Walter  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  5,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  register '  to  insert  *and  the 
giving  of  those  particulars.' " — (Mr.  Walter  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  4,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  provided  that '  and 
insert  the  words,  *but  a  person  shall  not  under  any  circumstances 
drive  a  motor-car  on  a  public  highway  at  a  speed  exceeding  twenty 
miles  per  hour,  and.' " — (Mr.  Waller  Long.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  *  provided  that '  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put, 
and  negatived. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment  to  the  Bill — 

"To  leave  out  the  woi-d  *and'  and  insert  the  words  *  between 
sunnse^nd  one  hour  after  sunset,  or  at  a  speed  exceeding  twelve  miles 
an  hour  from  one  hour  after  sunset  until  sunrise  on  the  followins^ 
day.' "— ( J/r.  D.  A.  Thomas.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  and '  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  Bill." 


Mr.  Walter  Long 

Mr,  Bryn  Roberts  (Carnarvonshire,  Eifion) 
Mr.  William  M^ Arthur  (Cornwall,  St.  Austell) 
Mr.  Reginald  Lucas  ( Portsmouth) ... 
Sir  Albert  Rollit 


932 
933 
933 
933 
933 


Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 
Proposed  words  there  inserted  in  the  Bill, 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  32,  at  the  end,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  the  speed 
of  any'  and  insert  the  words  *a  person  shall  not  drive  a.  " — 
{Mr.  Walter  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr,D<Mel  ...         934 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  38,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  Provided 
always  that  the  exact  and  measured  rate  of  speed  is  produced.* " — 
(Mr.  Dalzid,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  Robert  Finlay 934 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil  (Greenvnch)       935 

Major  Jameson       935 

Mr.  Scott-MoTitagu  ...         935 

Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  936 

Mr.  WUlirnn  Redmond       936 

Mr.  Gordon  {Londonderry^  S.)       ..  936 

Sir  Fortescue  Flannery  { Yorkshire,  Sldpley)  936 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  38,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  Provided 
always  that  a  medical  man  driving  a  motor-car  or  cycle  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  a  patient  in  urgent  need  of  his  assistance,  or  a 
member  of  a  fire  brigade  attending  a  fire,  shall  not  be  liable  for  exceed- 
ing the  speed  limits  under  this  Act.* " — {Mr.  ScoU-Moniagu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  JFalier  Lmg 937 

Sir  WaUer  Foster 937 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

-    Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  38,  at  the  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  the  fines 
under  this  Act  shall  not  be  accumulative  within  the  space  of  twenty - 
four  hours.*" — {Mr.  Scott-Montagu.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Sir  Robert  Finlay ^ 938 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

**  In  page  4,  line  38,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  *  but  a  person  shall 
not  be  convicted  under  this  provision  for  exceeding  the  limit  of  speed 
of  twenty  miles  merely  on  the  opinion  of  one  witness  as  to  the  rate  of 
speed.*  "—{Mr.  JVaUer  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  38,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  (2)  Where  a 
person  is  prosecuted  for  an  offence  under  this  section,  he  shall  not  be 
convicted  unless  he  is  warned  of  the  intended  prosecution  at  the  time 
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the  offence  is  committed,  or  unless  notice  of  the  intended  prosecution 
h  sent  to  him  or  to  the  owner  of  the  car  as  entered  on  the  register 
within  such  time  after  the  offence  is  committed,  not  exceeding  twenty- 
one  days,  as  the  Court  think  reasonable.' " — {Mr,  Walter  Long,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  page  4,  line  39,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  5,  line  14,  at  beginning,  to  insert  the  words  '  (1)  Local 
authorities  within  the  meaning  of  the  last  preceding  section  shall  give 
public  notice  of  any  regulation  of  the  Local  Government  Board  made 
in  pursuance  of  this  Act  prohibiting  or  restricting  the  use  of  motor 
cars  on  any  highway  or  part  of  a  highway,  or  limiting  the  speed  of 
motor-cars  within  any  limits  or  place,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
effect  to  any  such  regulation  shall  place  notices  in  conspicuous  places 
on  or  near  the  highway,  part  of  a  highway,  limits,  or  place  to  which 
the  regulation  refers.*" — (Mr,  fVaUer  Long,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill  — 

"  In  page  5,  lines  15  and  16,  to  leave  out  the  words  *the  coun- 
cils of  boroughs  and  elsewhere  than  in  boroughs  of  counties,*  and  in- 
sert the  woras  *  local  authorities  within  the  meaning  of  the  last  pre- 
ceding section.' " — {Mr,  Walter  Long,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  J,  A,  Pease     939 

Sir  Albert  RoUit 939 

Mr.  Walter  Long 939 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Proposed  words  there  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  5,  line  26,  to  Jeave  out  the  words  *  convicted  of  an 
ofTence  under  this  Act  and.'" — {Mr,  Wdter  Long,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  5,  line  27,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  ten  pounds '  and 
insert  the  words  *  twenty  shillings  under  this  Act.' " — (Mr,  Walter  Lmiy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill.^ 

Mr.Dalziel 940 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Proposed  words  there  inserted  in  the  Bill. 
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Amendments  proposed  to  the  BUI — 

"  In  page  6,  line  1,  at  beginning,  to  insert  the  words  *  It  is  hereby 
declared  that.'" 

"In  page  6,  line  1,  leave  out  the  word  *  shall*  and  insert  the 
words  *  and  the  principal  Act.* " — {Mr,  Walter  Long,) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  6,  line  22,  at  beginning,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  to.*  ** — 
{Mr,  WalierLang,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill. — 

"  In  page  6,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  to.*  ** 

"In  page  6,  line  31,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  *(5)  Any  fine 
under  this  Act  shall  be  recoverable  by  imprisonment  in  terms  of  the 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts.*  *' — {The  Lord  Advocaie.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  7,  line  19,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  '  (2)  Sub-sections 
1  and  3  oi  Article  32  of  The  Local  Gk)vemment  (Application  of  Enact- 
ments) Order,  1898,  shall  be  substituted  for  Sub-sections  1  and  5  of 
Section  87  of  The  Local  Government  Act,  1888.*  ** 

"  In  page  7,  line  25,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  (3)  Sections  1 
to  4,  inclusive,  of  The  Criminal  Evidence  Act,  1898,  shall  extend  to 
Ireland  in  the  case  of  a  person  charged  with  an  offence  under  this 
Act.*  **— (itfr.  Walter  Lmg,) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Major  Jameson 941 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  7,  line  31,  after  the  word  *  car*  to  insert  the  words 
*  nor  shall  it  include  a  motor-cycle.*  ** — {Major  Jameson,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill.  '* 

Mr,  William  Redmond      941 

Mr,  Walter  Lon^ 941 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (No.  2)  Bill— As  amended,  considered. 

Sir  Walter  Foster 942 

Sir  Albert  BollU 942 

Mr,  Thornton  {Clapham) 943 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Public   Buildings   Expenses  BiU— [Third  Rbading]. — Order  for  Third 
Reading  read. 

Mr,  Buchanan  {Perthshire,  E,) 943 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Expiring  Laws  Oontinoance  BiU. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
Berenne  Bill 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 

Mr.  CMfveU  (Lanarkshire,  Mid,) 944 

Mr.  T,  M.  Healy  {Louth,  N.)       944 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  {Mr,  Ritchie,  Croydon)- 943 

Major  Jameson  {Clare,  IV,)  945 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  2." — {Major  Jameson,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clauses  3,  4,  and  5  agreed  to. 
Clause  6. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  28,  to  leave  out  from  the  first  word  'company' 
to  end  of  clause." — {Mr.  Herbert  Bobertson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  7  and  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  9,"— {Mr.  Caldwell) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clauses  10  to  17  agreed  to. 

Clause  18  agreed  to. 

Clause  19. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  35,  after  the  word  *  Act  *  to  insert  the  words 
'  shall  come  into  operation  on  the  first  day  of  September  nineteen 
hundred  and  three  and.'" — {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Schedules  agreed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  to-morrow. 

Preventioil  of  Oormption  Bill  [Lords]. — Order  for  Consideration,  as 
amended  (by  the  Standing  Committee),  read,  and  discharged.  Bill 
withdrawn         947 
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London  School  Board  (HiUdrop  Road  Site)  Bill.— Order  for  Second 

Reading  read,  and  discharged.     Bill  withdrawn       947 

Metropolitan  Improvements  (Funds)  Bill.— Order  for  Second  Reading 

read,  and  discharged.     Bill  withdrawn  947 

Bills  of  Exchanflfe  Act  (1882)  Amendment  Bill  [LoRDs].->Order  for  Second 

Reading  reao^  and  discharged.     BUI  withdrawn       947 

Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  BiU.— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed      947 

Oonnty  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill.— Order  for  Consideration  of 
Lords  Amendments  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Lords  Amendments  be 
now  considered." — (Sir  Albert  RoUit,) 

Lord  Hugh  Cectl  {Greenwich)         947 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now  *  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question 
to  add  the  words  *this  day  three  months.*"  — (Lorrf  Hugh  Cecil.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *  now'  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Sir  Albert  BoUit 948 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Lords  Amendment  to  the  Amendment — 

"In  page  2,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2." 

Agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"In  page  2,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2,  and  insert  clause:  *  A. — 
(1)  Where  two  or  more  districts  are  consolidated,  notwithstanding 
anything  in  Section  45  of  the  County  Courts  Act,  1888,  contained^ 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  with  the  consent  of  the  Treasury,  may  make 
such  provision  for  the  duties  of  the  registrar  and  otherwise  as  he  may 
think  fit.'" 

The  next  Amendment  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  T,  M,  Healy  (Louth,  N.)       950 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question   "That  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Lords  Amendment,   as 
amended,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Subsequent  Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Light  Railways  Bill  [Lords]. — Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  dis- 
charged;  Bill  withdrawn         952 

Pniv\TR  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899. — Return  ordered, 
"  of  all  the  Draft  Provisional  Orders  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1889,  which  in  the  session  of  1903  have  been  reported  on 
by  the  Commissioners;  together  with  the  names  of  the  Commissioners; 
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the  first  and  also  the  last  day  of  the  sittings  in  ench  group ;  the  number  of 
days  on  which  each  body  of  Commissioners  sat ;  the  number  of  days  on 
which  each  Commissioner  has  served ;  the  number  of  days  occupied  by  each 
Draft  Provisional  Order  before  Commissioners;  the  Draft  Provisional 
Orders,  the  Preambles  of  which  were  reported  to  have  been  proved ;  and 
the  Draft  Provisional  Orders,  the  Preambles  of  which  were  reported  to 
have  been  not  proved." — {Ths  Lard  Advocate.)  952 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  28th  day 
of  July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  after  twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS:  WEDNESDAY,  12th  AUGUST,  1903. 
PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Hastmn  Harbour  Bill  [h.l.j.— Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed   to, 

with  Amendments.     The  said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to     ...     953 

Strabane,  Raphoe,   and   Convoy  Railway   Bill—Returned  from   the 

Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to 953 

Ulster  and  Oonnaaght  Light  Railways  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons 

with  the  Amendment  agreed  to  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     953 

Auchterarder  Town  Council  Order  Confirmation  Bill— Read  l* ;  to  be 
printed;  and  (pursuant  to  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  1899)  deeined  to  have  been  read  2*  {The  Lord  Balfour) ;  and  reported 
from  the  Committee ;  and  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow.     (No.  219.) 953 

RETURNS,    REPORTS,    ETC, 
Board  of  Education. 

I.  Report,  for  the  year  1902,  on  the  museums,  colleges,  and  institutions 
under  the  administration  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

XL  General  Reports  on  higher  education,  with  Appendices,  for  the  year 
1902. 

III.  Lists  of  secondary  schools,  science  and  art  schools  and  classes,  and 
evening  schools,  under  the  administration  of  the  Board,  1902-1903. 

IV.  Grants  to  School  Boards — Grants  paid  to  School  Boards  under  Section 
97  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870 ;  School  Board  accounts  ;  List  of 
loans,  1902-1903 953 

Butter  Regulations  :  Final  Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
other  Industries  and  Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland,  to  inquire  and 
report  upon  the  desirability  of  regulations  under  Section  4  of  the  Sale 
of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1899,  for  butter  ;  with  the  Minute  appoint- 
ing the  Committee.  Minutes  of  evidence,  with  a  digest  of  the  evidence, 
appendices  and  index       ...         953 

Customs. — Forty-seventh  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Customs 

(fortheyear  ended  31st  March,  1903)  954 

Colonies  (Annual).— No.  393.    Hong  Kong  (Report  for  1902).     Presented 

[by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       ...         ...  .•         -•     954 
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Pacific  Cable  Act,  1901  (Account,  1902-1903).--Account  showing  the  money 
issued  from  the  Consolidated  Fund  under  the  provisions  of  the  Pacific 
Cable  Act,  1901  (1  Edw.  7,  c.  31),  and  the  money  received,  expended,  and 
borrowed,  and  securities  created  under  the  said  Act,  to  the  31st  March, 
1903      954 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. — Account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of 
the  Paymaster-Gleneral  on  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in 
respect  of  the  funds  of  Suitors  of  the  Court,  in  the  year  ended  28th 
February,  1903  :  Also,  account  of  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  for 
the  same  period  in  respect  of  funds  held  by  them  on  behalf  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General  thereon. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    954 

London  County  Coitncil. — Return  respecting — laid  before  the  House  (pur- 
suant to  Order  of  the  12th  of  June  last),  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  214.) ...     95 1 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (No.  2)  Bill.— (2%^  Laid  Kenym.)  (No.  215.) 
Public  Buildings  Expenses  Bill.— (JA^  Lord  Windsor.)  (No.  216.)  Expir- 
ing I^aws  Continuance  Bill. — {The  Lord  President^  D,  Devonshire,)  (No.  217.) 
Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  Bi\l—{The  Lord  Chancellor.)  (No.  218.)  Brought 
from  the  Commons ;  read  1*;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2*  to-morrow    954 

Patent  OfSce  (Extension)  BiU.— Committed  :  The  Committee  to  meet  forth- 
with                954 

Motor-Oars  Bill  [h.l.] 

Tlie  Secretwry  for  Scotland  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)      955 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Commons  Amendments  be 
now  considered." 

JSarlSpencer  9G0 

On  Question,  Motion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

On  Question,  Commons  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Railwarjrs  (Electrical  Power)  Bill— House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amendment;  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill  read  3% 
and  passed         961 

South  Aftican  Loan  and  War  Oontribntion  Bill. 
On  Motion,  to  go  into  Committee. 

Earl  Spencer  961 

The  President  of  tfie  Board  of  Agriculture  {The  Earl  of  Onslow) 964 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  Then  (Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill  read  3%  and  passed. 

Military  Works  Bill.— House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order);  Bill 
reported  withotit  Amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  Then 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended),  Bill  read  3%  and 

' 96G 


960 


Public  Works  Loans  Bill.— House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order);  Bill 
re|)orted  without  Amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  Then 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill  read  3*,  and 
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Birgh  PoliCd  (Scotluid)  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

[The  Earl  of  Morlby  in  the  Chair.] 

Lord  Baifour  of  Burleigh 966 

Clauses  1,  2,  and  3,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  4,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  5  to  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  10  to  16  agreed  to. 

Qause  17. 

Lmd  Balfour  of  Burleigh 967 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  7,  line  25,  after  Sub-section  2,  to  insert  as  a  new  sub- 
section the  words  '  In  cases  where  it  is  desired  to  take  carriages  across 
a  footway  maintainable  by  the  town  council  into  the  premises  of  any 
abutting  owner,  the  town  council  may  require  the  formation  and 
maintenance  by  such  owner  of  a  crossing  of  the  description  above 
specified,  or  may  require  such  owner  to  maintain  the  portion  of  the 
footway  used  by  such  carriages  to  their  satisfaction.* " — {Lord  Balfour 
of  Bmleigk) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  17,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  18  and  19  agreed  to. 

Clause  20. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  20,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  21  to  36  agreed  to. 

Clause  37. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  37,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  38  and  39  agreed  to. 

Clause  40. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Loi'd  Balfour  of  Burleigh 968 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  14,  line  9,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'externally '  to 
the  word  *  the  *  in  line  1 1." — (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  40,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  41  to  43  agreed  to. 

Clause  44. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  44,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  45  and  46  agreed  to. 

Clause  47. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  47,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  48  agreed  to. 

Clause  49. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  49,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  50  agreed  to. 

Clause  51. 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 969 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  19,  line  41,  after  the  word  'constable^  to  insert  the 
words  '  in  this  section  the  expression  "  street ''  includes  any  common 
stair.* " — (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  51,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  52  to  54  agreed  to. 

Clause  55. 

Lord  Balfatir  of  Burleigh ...     969 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  21,  line  16,  after  the  word  'determine'  to  insert  the 
words,  *  Provided  that  any  ratepayer  who  is  entitled  to  an  exemption 
from  any  assessment  leviable  by  the  town  council  may  appeal  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  a^nst  any  such  determination,  and  nis  decision 
shall  be  final.'    Provided  further — 

" '  (1.)  That  any  such  appeal  shall  be  made  within  fourteen  days 
from  the  publication  or  advertisement  in  manner  provided  by  Section 
340  of  the  principal  Act,  or  otherwise,  of  the  assessment  appealed 
against;  and 
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"  *  (2  )  That  in  the  event  of  any  such  appeal  being  sustained  in 
whole  or  in  part,  and  any  such  assessment  being  quashed  or  varied,  it 
shall  be  competent  to  the  town  council,  notwithstanding  anything  in 
the  principal  Act  or  any  other  Act  contained,  to  forthwith  rectify  and 
re-adjust  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  Scotland, 
the  assessment  so  quashed  or  varied.' " — {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  55,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  56  and  57  agreed  to. 

Cku8e58. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  58,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  59. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  59,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  60. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  60,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  61. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  61,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  61  to  63  agreed  to. 

CUuse  64. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  64,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  65  to  68  agreed  to. 

Clause  69. 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  971 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  ^9"— {Lard  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 
On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clauses  70  to  81  agreed  to. 
Clause  82. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  82,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  83  to  86  agreed  to. 
Clause  87. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 
Clause  87,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Clause  88. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  88,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  89  to  93  agreed  to 

Clause  94. 

Di-afting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  94,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  95  agreed  to. 

Clause  96. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  96,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  97. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  45,  line  15,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  burgh '  to  end 
of  clause,  and  insert  the  words  *  Section  50  of  the  Local  Government 
(Scotland)  Act,  1889,  relating  to  the  adjustment  of  property  and 
liabilities  consequential  on  an  alteration  of  boundaries,  shall  apply  as  if 
in  lieu  of  that  Act,  and  the  Boundary  Commissioners,  the  Burgh  Folico 
Acts,  and  the  sheriff  (not  being  a  sheriff's  substitute)  were  respectively 
mentioned  therein ;  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shaU  re- 
quire the  sheriff  to  entertain  any  application  made  after  the  expiry  of 
one  year  from  the  date  when  such  formation  or  extension  takes  effect.' " 
— {Lmd  Balfour  of  Burleigh,) 

Th^  Earl  of  Camperdoum ...     972 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  97,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  97,  to  insert  as  a  now  clause  the  words  *  a  County 
Council  may,  at  a  meeting  called  after  due  notice,  by  resolution  adopt 
the  sections  of  this  Act  whereof  the  marginal  notes  are  respective^ 
"Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream"  and  "Ice  cream  shops,  etc.,  to 
be  registered,"  or  either  of  such  sections,  and  after  a  date  to  be 
specified  in  the  resolution,  the  adopted  section  or  sections  shall  have 
effect  throughout  the  county,  with  the  substitution  of  "  county  "  for 
"  burgh,"  of  "  County  Council "  for  "  Town  CiJouncil,"  and  of  the  Local 
Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1889,  and  Section  57  thereof  for  the 
principal  Act,  and  Section  316  thereof.  In  this  section  the  expression 
"  county  "  shall  mean  a  county  excluding  any  burgh  or  police  burgh 
situate  therein.'" — {L/rd  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  98. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  46,  line  43,  after  the  word  *  trustees  '  to  insert  as  a  new 
sub^section :  *  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  affect  or  prejudice 
the  provisions  of  any  Act  relating  to  the  Harbour  and  Docks  at  Leith, 
Aberdeen,  Dundee,  or  Greenock.  " — {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  98,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Glauses  99  and  100  agreed  to. 

Clause  101. 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 973 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  101."— (Zkw^^  Balfour  of  Burleigh,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clauses  102  and  103  agreed  to. 

Clause  104. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  104,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  105. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  105,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Schedule. 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 974 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  63;  column  2,  after  line  10,  to  insert  at  end  of  section 
the  words  *  or  is  provided  by  a  local  authority  other  than  a  town 
council,  and  in  such  last-mentioned  case  notice  of  the  proposal  to 
provide  a  slaughter-house  shall  be  given  by  such  local  authority  to  the 
town  coimcil  of  the  burgh,  and  the  town  council  may,  within  one 
month  after  receipt  of  such  notice,  appeal  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  Scotland  against  such  proposal,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Board  shall  be  final.' " — {Lord  Balfour  of  Burkigh,). 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

I         Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "To  leave  out  pages  64,  65,  and  66." — {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended)  Aniendments  reported.  Bill  read  3*,  with 
the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Town  Oouncils  (Scotland)  BiU. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 
[The  Earl  of  Morley  in  the  Chair.] 

Glauses  1  to  6  agreed  to.  C^  \ 

VOL  CXXVII.    [Fourth  Series.]       k  Digitized  by  LjQOgle 


cxlvi  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Aug.  12.]  Page 

Clause  7. 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 975 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  7." — {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  8. 

The  Farl  of  Camperdoton  ...         975 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  2,  line  33,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  retiral '  and  insert  the 
word  *  retirement.'" — (The  Earl  of  Camperdown.) 

Lord  Balfour  of  BurUiigh 975 

The  Earl  of  Camperdown 975 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  8  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having 
been  suspended)  Amendments  reported.  Bill  read  3",  with  *  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Isle  of  Man  (Oastoms)  Bill.— Read  2<'  (according  to  Order).  Committee 
negatived.  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended^ 
Bill  read  3*,  and  passed  976 

Sheep  Scab  BiU— [Second  Reading].— Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»." 

The  Ihike  of  Nartfiumherland        •    ., 977 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now  *  and  add  at  the  end  of  the  Motion 
the  words,  *this  day  three  months.'" — (The  Duke  of  Northumberland.) 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agiiculture  {The  Earl  of  Onslow)             ...     982 
Ea/rl  Speticer  985 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  read  2\ 

Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  forthwith. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 

The  Earl  of  Onslow  988 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  page  1,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  word  'that'  and  insert  the 
word  *the,'  and  after  the  word  'authority'  to  insert  the  words 
*  appointing  the  inspector/  " — {The  Sari  of  Onslow.) 
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On  Qitestioii,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  2,  as  amended^  agreed  to. 

Clauses  Sand  4  agreed  to. 

The  DvJce  of  Northuwherlmd        988 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  4,  to  insert  as  a  new  clause  the  words  :  *  This  Act 
shall  continue  in  force  till  the  3 1st  day  of  December,  1906,  and  no 
longer,  unless  Parliament  shall  otherwise  determine/  " — {The  Duke  of 
Northumberland, ) 

The  Earl  of  Onslow  988 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  5  and  Title  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived.    Amendments  reported.    Bill  read  3*,  with 
the  Amendments ;  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

County  Oourts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill — Commons  Amendment  to 
Lords  Amendments  considered  (on  Motion),  and  agreed  to  989 

Patent  OfSce  Extension)  BilL — Reported,   without  Amendment.     Com- 
mittee negatived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  to  morrow  989 

Frmght  Contracts. 

Earl  Grey 989 

The  Parliamentaiy  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  {The  Dvke  of  Marlboroiigh)    989 
Earl  Grey 990 

Preferential  and  Retaliatory  Duties. 

Lard  Welhy  991 

Return  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  House. — {The  Lord  Welhy.) 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  past  Six  o'clock  till  to- 
morrow, a  quarter  past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:    WEDNESDAY,    12th  AUGUST,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Ulster  and  Oonnaaght  Light  Railways  Bill. — Lords'  Amendment  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to  992 

Hastings  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]. — Ordered,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Hastings 
Harbour  Bill  [Lords],  Standing  Orders  84,  214,  215,  and  239  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into  consideration  provided  amended  prints 
shall  have  been  previously  deposited. 

Bill,  as  amended,  accordingly  coneidered. 

Ordered^  That  Standing  Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time. — {The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

(King's  consent  signified).  Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

with  Amendments  ...         ,         ...     992 
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North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill  [Lords].— Ordered,  That, 
in  the  case  of  the  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill  TLords], 
Standing  Orders  211,  223,  236,  237,  and  243  be  suspended.— (TA^j  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means,) 993 

North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  BiU  [Lords].— Reported, 
without  Amendment;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed^  without 
Amendment      993 

Message  from  the  Lords. — They  have  agreed  to— Amendments  to  South 
Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  Liverpool  University  Bill  [Lords], 
Bradford  Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill  [Lords],  Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich  Tramways  Bill  [LordsJ, 
Salford  Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric 
Power  Bill  [Lords],  Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  H  astings  Harbour 
District  Railway  Bill  [Lords],  Mid- Yorkshire  Tramways  BiU  [Ijords], 
North  Western  Electricity  and  Power  Gas  Bill  [Lords],  Scottish  Central 
Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment 993 

PETITION. 

Licensing  Law  (Compensation  vow  Non-Renewal)  Bill.— Petition  from 

Tunbridge  Wells,  against :  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...  ...     993 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

London  (Equalisation  of  Rates)  Act,  1894  (Accounts  Under  Section  1 
(7)  OF  THE  Act). — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered  7th  August ; 
Mi\  Grant  Lawscf^i] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  338.]       993 

Board  of  Agriculture  (Butter  Regulations).— Copy  presented,  of  Final 
Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  desirability  of  Regulations  for 
Butter,  with  copy  of  the  Minute  appointing  the  Committee  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 994 

Board  of  Agriculture  (Butter  Regulations). — Copy  presented,  of  Minutes 
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Board  of  Education. — Copy  presented,  of  (I)  Grants  paid  to  Schools  Boards 
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Accounts,  (3)  List  of  Loans,  for  1902-3  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table     994 

Board  of  Education.— Copy  presented,  of  Lists  of  Secondary  Schools,  Science 
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tion of  the  Board  of  Education,  1902-3  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     994 
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to  be  printed.     [No.  339.]      994 

Condition  of  Trade  and  People. — Return  presented,  relative  tliereto  [ordered 
30th  Juno  ;  Mr,  Gibscn  Bowles] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  .'M^^.]         994 
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Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  343.]  995 
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[No.  344.J  995 
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Castleblaney   Post   Office — Female   Telegraph    Learners. — Question, 

Mr.  McKean  (Monaghan,  S.);  Answer,  Mr,  Aqsten  Chamberlain ,  1028 
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Motor-Car    Regulations.— Question,     Mr.     Herbert    Roberts;    Answer, 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas      1029 

Irish    Mail    Skrvice. — Question,   Mr.    Charles    Devlin    (Galway);    Answer, 

Mr.  Gerald  Balfour      1029 

Railway  Delays  of  Irish   Produce.— Question,   Mr.   Joyce  (Limerick) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 1029 

Land  Tax  Commissioners  Name  Bill. — Question,  Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis ;  Answer, 
The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  K)  1030 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry.— Questions,  Mr.  Dalziel,  Mr.  Bryce,  and  Mr.  Lough; 

Answers,  Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour 1030 

Management  of  Government    Factories.— Question,   Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour      1033 

Port    of   IjONDON    Bill.— Question,   Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent,  Thanet); 

Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour      1033 

The  War  Commission. — Questions,  Mr.  Alfred  Davios  (Carmarthen  Boroughs) 

and  Mr.  Bryce;  Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1034 

Business  of  the  House.— Questions,  Mr.  Bryce  ;  Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour    1034 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to :  Railway  (Electrical 
Power)  Bill ;  South  African  Loan  and  War  Contribution  Bill ;  Military 
Works  Bill ;  Public  Works  Loans  Bill ;  Isle  of  Man  (Customs)  Bill,  without 
Amendment. 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Bill ;    Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill,  with 
Amendments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  :  Sheep  Scab  Bill  with  an  Amendment      ...  1035 

NEW  BILL 

Alkali,  Etc.,  Works  Bill. — **To  consolidate  and  amend  the  Akali,  etc., 
Works  Regulation  Acts,  1881  and  1892,"  presented  by  Mr.  Walter  Long ; 
supported  by  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow,  and 
to  be  printed.     [Bill  325.]       1035 

Irish  Land  BilL — Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"In  page  1,  line  10, after  the  word  'aforesaid'  to  insert  the  words 
*  provided  that  if  any  person  interested  in  the  estate  makes  application 
to  the  Land  Commission  in  the  prescribed  manner,  the  order 
sanctioning  the  advance  shall  set  forth  the  specific  grounds  for  dealing 
with  the  case  under  this  sub-section  instead  of  under  the  foregoing 
provisions  of  this  section.' " 

The  first  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndhum,  Dover) 1 036 

Sir  John  CoUmb  (Great  Yarmouth)  1037 

Lokis  Amendment  disagreed  to. 
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Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  2,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  and  adjacent  to  or 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  estate.' " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Wyndham       1037 

Mr,  T.  3f.  Healy  (Louth,  K)       1037 

Lords  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  line  26,  at  end  of  sub-section,  to  add  the  words  *  provided 
that  the  Land  Commission  may,  if  they  think  it  necessary  for 
furthering  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  dispense  with  the  condition  in 
this  sub-section  that  the  land  purchased  and  re-sold  shall  be  adjacent 
to  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  estate.'"— (i/r.  Wyiidham,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments — 

"In  page  2,  line  40,  to  leave  out  the  words  *to  the  vendor.' 
Line  41,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  the '  and  insert  the  word  *  a.'  Line  42, 
after  the  word  *  application '  to  insert  *  within  the  prescribed  time.' " 

"  In  page  4,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  it '  to  insert  the  words ;  *  (5) 
If  the  owner  of  any  demesne  or  other  land  subject  to  settlement  and 
sold  to  the  Land  Commission  does  not  repurchase  the  same  within  the 
prescribed  time,  the  Land  Commission  may  make  an  advance  under 
this  section  to  the  trustees  of  the  settlement,  and  in  such  case  the 
land  resold  shall  be  held  subject  to  the  trusts  of  the  settlements  (6) 
Any  land  resold  in  pursuance  of  this  section  shall  not  be  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Local  Registration  of  Title  (Ireland)  Ant,  1891, 
relating  to  the  devolution  of  freehold  registered  land.' " 

"  In  page  5,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  Commission '  to  insert  the 
words  *with  the  consent  of  the  owner.'" 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

**  In  page  7,  line  16,  to  leave  out  *  the  foregoing  provisions '  and 
insert  *  Sub-section  1  of  Section  1.' " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Mr,  Wyridham       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1038 

Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  8,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  the  exclusive.' " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Mr,  T,  M,  Healy 1039 

Mr,  Wyndham       1039 

Mr.  Murphy  {Kerry,  E.) 1041 

Mr.  Wyndham       1041 

Mr.  John  Bedmond  (Waterfard) 1043 

Mr,  HemphiU  (Tyrone,  N.)  1044 

Colonel  Sawnderson  (Armagh,  N.) 1044 
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Mr.  JViUiam  Redmond  {Clarey  E,)  1044 

Mr.  Nolan  {Louth,  S,)       1045 

Mr,  McGovem  (Cavan,  fF.)  1046 

Mr.T.M.HecUy 1046 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  8,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  first  word  *  tenant  *  and  insert 
the  word  'purchaser,'  and  leave  out  the  second  word  *  tenant'  and 
insert  the  word  *  purchaser.'  " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

**  In  page  8,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  landlord '  and  insert 
the  word  'vendor/  and  insert  the  following  subnsection:  '(2)  In 
default  of  any  agreement  between  the  tenant  and  the  vendor,  all  sport- 
ing rights  shall  go  to  and  be  vested  in  the  Land  Commission,  and  the 
Land  Commission  may  deal  with  the  same  subject  to  any  rules  which 
may  be  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.' " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords  Amendment — 

"To  leave  out  Sub-section  2  and  insert  the  words  *In  the 
absence  of  such  agreement  those  rights  shall  be  vested  in  the  Land 
Commission,  and  the  Land  Commission  may  deal  with  the  same  subject 
to  any  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant' " — {Mr, 
Wyndham,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended^  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  8,  line  8,  after  the  word  *  land '  to  insert  the  words  *  and 
the  expression  "  game  "  has  the  same  meaning  as  in  Section  5  of  the  Act 
of  1881,  and  also  includes  deer.'  " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Mr,  Kilbride  {Kildare,  S,) 1048 

Mr.  Wyndham       1048 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  8,  line  13,  after  the  word  *on'  to  insert  the  words  *  or 
under.' " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  8,  line  20,  after  the  word  *  clay '  to  insert  the  words 
*  Provided  also,  that  where  any  such  right  reserved  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission under  this  sub-section  is  at  any  time  hereafter  let,  leased, 
sold,  or  demised  by  them,  the  vendor  (or  the  person  who  would  have 
been  entitled  thereto  if  the  lands  had  not  been  sold)  shall  be  entitled 
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to  receive  25  per  cent,  of  any  rent,  purchase  money,  or  other  net 
profit  received  by  the  Land  Commission  in  respect  of  same,  unless  the 
Land  Commission  shall  have  purchased  from  the  person  entitled  to 
such  percentage  his  interest  therein,  and  the  I^and  Commission  may 
purchase  such  interest  at  any  time  on  such  terms  as  may  be  sanctioned 
by  the  Treasury/  " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.T.ALHealy 1049 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Loitls  Amendment — 

"  In  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  25 '  and  insert  the  word  *  1.'  " 
—{Mr.  T.  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  25  *  stand  part  of  the  Lords  Amend- 
ment." 

Mr,  Wyiidlmm       1050 

Mr,  McGovern        1051 

Mr,  John  Bedmond 1051 

Mr,  Wyjidham       1052 

Mr,  J.  P,  Farrell  (Longford,  A.) 1053 

Mr,  O'Dohei'ty        1053 

Mr,  Murphy  1053 

Mr,  Kilbride  1054 

Mr.  Wyndham       1054 

Mr.  Ckmcy  (Dublin  County,  N.) 1055 

Sir  James  Haslett  (Belfast]  N.)      1056 

Mr.  T.  P.  aCoimor  (Liverpool,  Scotland) 1058 

Mr.  Henvphill         _ 1059 

Mr.  Tully  (LeUnm,  S,)      1060 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  102 ;  Noes,  70.     Division  List,  No.  261. 

Mr.  McGovern       1061 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords  Amendment— 

"  In  line  8,  after  the  word  *  same/  to  insert  the  words  *  until  the 
year  1920.'  ''-^(Mr,  McGovern,) 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1063 

Sir  John  Cohmb 1063 

Mr,  Wyndham       1063 

Mr.  John  Bedmond 1063 

Amendment  to  the  Lords  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Loi-ds  Amendment — 

"  In  lines  22  and  23,  leave  out  the  words  *  disposed  of  or.*  " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  8,  line  28,  after  the  word  'thereby,'  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing sub-section  :  *  (6)  Any  person  authorised  by,  or  in  pursuance  of  the 
last   preceding^  sub-section,  to  ept^r  upon  land  for  the  purpose  of 
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exercising  a  sporting  right  shall  have  the  same  authority  to  prosecute 
for  trespass  in  pursuit  of  game  or  fish  as  if  he  were  the  owner  of  that 
land'" 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  owner/  and  insert  the  word 

*  occupier.'  "-^Mr  Atkinson.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *  owner'  stand  part  of   the   Lords 
Amendment." 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1064 

Mr.  Tvlly 1065 

Mr.  McGmein        1065 

Ajnendment  to  Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments — 

"  In  page  8,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  Commissioners '  to  insert  the 
following  sub-section :  *  (2)  Where  those  Commissioners  refuse  to 
consent  to  the  vesting  of  any  such  monument  in  them,  the  Laud  Com- 
mission may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Council  of  the  County  within 
which  the  monument  is  situate,  make  an  order  vesting  the  monument 
in  that  Council,  and  Sub-section  2  of  Section  19  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  shall  thereupon  apply.' " 

"  In  page  9,  line  25,  after  the  word  *  Acts '  to  insert  the  words 

*  to  tenants.'^' 

"In  page  11,  line  4,  after  the  word  'person'  to  insert  the  words 

*  not  under  disability ' ;  line  13,  after  *1896'  to  insert  the  words  'which 
interest  shall  be  at  a  rate  not  less  than  3^  per  cent,  per  annum.' " 

"  In  page  12,  line  3,  to  leave  out  tne  word  *had'  and  insert  the 
word  *have  ;  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  word  *of '  and  insert  the 
words  *  mentioned  in.' " 

The  next  Amendments,  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Ijords  Amendment. 

"  In  page  13,  line  9,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'mentioned '  to 
the  end  of  the  sub- section,  and  insert  the  words  '  any  question  of  law 
may,  if  the  Estates  Commissioners  think  fit,  and  shall  on  the  applica- 
tion of  any  person  interested,  be  referred  for  the  decision  of  a  Judicial 
Commissioner,  unless  the  Estates  Commissioners  certify  in  writing  that 
the  application  is  frivolous.  (2)  Any  person  aggrieved  by  any  refusal 
of  the  Commissioners  so  to  refer  any  such  question  may,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  rules  of  Court,  and  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
Judicial  Commissioner,  apply  to  the  High  Court,  or  any  Judge  thereof, 
for  an  order  requiring  the  Commissionei-s  so  to  refer  the  question,  and 
the  decision  of  the  High  Coiurt  or  Judge  upon  any  such  application 
shall  be  final.' " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Wyndham       1066 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords  Amendment — 

"In  line  7,  after  the  word  *  Court '  to  leave  out  all  words  to  end 
of  Sub-section  2,  and  insert  the  words  *  under  Sub-section  1  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1877.'"— (ilfn  Wyniham.) 
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Amendment  to  Lords  Amendment  agreed  ta 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments — 

"  In  page  13,  line  13,  leave  out  the  words  *  agents  or  solicitors  *  and 
insert  the  words  *  land  agents,  solicitors,  or  land  clerks.' " 

"In  line  15,  after  the  word  *  nomination*  to  insert  the  words  *may 
be  negotiated.* " 

'*  In  line  19,  after  the  word  *  Ck)mmis8ion  *  to  insert  the  following 
sub-section:  '(12)  Where  in  the  case  of  the  sale  of  an  estate  to  persons 
other  than  the  Land  Commission  an  agent  has  been  employed  by  the 
vendor  to  negotiate  the  sale,  such  sum  as  may  be  sanctioned  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners  may,  with  the  consent  of  such  vendor,  be  paid 
to  that  agent  out  of  the  purchase  money  as  part  of  the  costs  connected 
with  the  sale.* " 

"  In  page  15,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  or  order  as  the  case 
may  be  *  and  insert  the  words  *  for  sale.*  ** 

"  In  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  Estate  Commissioners*  and 
insert  the  words  '  Land  Commission.*  '* 

"  In  line  19,  after  the  word  *  money  *  to  insert  the  following  sub- 
section :  *  For  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  this  enactment  the  Land 
Commission  may,  if  they  think  fit,  in  the  case  of  a  terminable  charge, 
satisfy  the  same  by  the  investment  in  any  securities  in  which  trustees 
are  by  law  authorised  to  invest  trust  money  of  a  capital  sum  the  annual 
income  of  which  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  annual  amount  of  the 
charge.'  ** 

"In  page  16,  line  30,  after  the  word  'prescribed*  to  insert  the 
words  'as  if  purchase  money  distributable  under  this  section  were 
money  paid  or  deposited  under  those  sections.*  ** 

The  next  Amendments,  read  a  second  time  and  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Wyndham       1067 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  Clause  24,  page  13,  line  36,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words  *  Any 
charee  or  incumbrance  may  be  paid  otif  notwithstanding  any  direction, 
proviso,  or  covenant  contained  in  any  deed  or  instrument  to  the  con- 
trary.* *' — {Mr,  Wyndham,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments — 

"  In  page  16,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  the  *  and  insert  the 
word' a.* '^ 

"In  page  16,  line  38,  after  the  word  'appeal  *  to  insert  the  words 
*  or  any  question  other  than  one  of  law.*  ** 

"In  page  17,  lines  4  and  5,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  making  a 
claim  upon'  and  insert  the  words  'whose  claim  has  been  so  attached  to.*** 

"In  page  17,  line  11,  after  the  first  word  'payable*  to  insert  the 
words  '  out  of  the  purchase  money,  or  recoverable  under  any  agree- 
ment or  covenant.*  * 

The  next  Amendments,  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 
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Lordi  Amendment — 

"In  page  17,  line  13,  after  the  word  *  advances'  to  insert  the 
words  *  provided  that  in  the  case  of  the  sale  of  an  Estate  under  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts  any  charge  or  incumbrance  thereon  may  be  paid 
off  notwithstanding  any  direction,  proviso,  or  covenant  contained  in 
any  deed  or  other  instrument  to  the  contrary :  Provided  that  this  sub- 
section shall  not  apply  in  any  case  where  the  Land  Commission  are 
satisfied  that  it  is  not  owing  to  any  act  or  default  of  such  person  that 
his  title  is  not  established  and  the  amount  of  his  claim  invested  as 
aforesaid.' " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  line  1,  after  the  word  *  advances '  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  provided  that  in  case  of  the  sale  of  an  estate  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  any  charge  or  incumbrance  thereon  may  be  paid  off 
notwithstanding  any  direction,  proviso,  or  covenant  contained  in  any 
deed  or  other  instrument  to  the  contrary.' " — {Mr.  Wyndham,) 

Amendment  to  the  Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments — 

**  In  page  17,  at  end  of  line  23,  after  the  word  *  Act'  to  insert  the 
following  sub-section  :  *  (4)  Notwithstanding  anything  in  this  section, 
any  vendor  or  incumbrancer  may  apply  to  the  Court  to  invest  the 
purchase  money,  pending  distribution,  in  any  of  the  securities  from 
time  to  time  authorised  by  kw  for  the  investment  of  trust  funds.' 
And  also  insert  the  following  clause  :  *  Where  a  person  who  would 
otherwise  be  entitled  to  sell  land  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  is  a 
lunatic,  the  Lord  Chancellor  may  order  the  land  to  be  sold  as  if  the 
sale  was  required  for  one  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  Section  63  of 
the  Lunacy  Regulation  (Ireland)  Act,  1871,  and  that  section  shall 
apply  accordin^y.'  In  line  39,  after  the  word  'equal'  insert  the 
words  '  h«Jf-yearly  or.' " 

"  In  page  19,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words,  in  so  far  as  any,'  and 
insert  the  word  *  where.' " 

"  In  page  19,  line  29,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  to  purchasers  to  be 
repaid  by  means  of  purchase  annuities.' " 

"In  page  19,  line  41,  to  leave  out  the  words  'purchase  of  the 
land '  and  insert  the  words  *  vesting  of  land  in  this  Commission.' " 

"In  page  20,  lines  17  and  25,  to  leave  out  the  words  'repayable 
by  means  of  purchase  annuities '  and  insert  the  words  '  on  which  such 
ten  shillings  per  cent,  is  payable  by  the  Land  Commission.' " 

"In  page  21,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  'eight 'and  insert 

*  seven.' " 

"  In  page  21,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  made '  to  insert  the  words 

*  and  may  only  be  varied.' " 

"  In  page  22,  line  27,  after  the  word  *  Commission '  to  insert  the 
words  '  direct  the.'  " 

The  next  Amendments,  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  25,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  price,'  to  insert  the  words, 
'  or  to  an  estate  so  circumstanced  in  respect  of  which  an  absolute  order 
for  sale  by  the  Land  Judge  was  in  force  at  the  date  of  the  passing  of 
the  Act.'" 
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The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Hedy 1068 

Lords  Amendment,  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"In  page   25,   line   32,   after    the    word    *in,'    to    insert    the 


words ;  *  (a)  Bonds,  debentures,  or  mortgages  secured  upon  rates  or 
taxes  levied  under  the  authority  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  or 
Provisional  Order  by  any  municipal  corporation  or  other  local 
authority  in  the  United  Kingdom  which  shall  be  authorised  to 
lx)rrow  on  such  security;  (6)  Ground  rents  arising  out  of  heredita- 
ments in  the  United  Kingdom  and  not  exceeding  in  amount  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  annual  value  at  a  rackrent  of  the  premises  out  of 
which  such  ground  rents  issue ;  (c)  Debentures  or  mortgages  of 
railway  companies  in  the  United  Kingdom  incorporated  by  Act  of 
Parliament ;  (d)  Stocks  or  shares  of  any  tramway  or  light  railway 
interest  upon  which  is  guaranteed  from  or  charged  upon  under  the 
Tramways  (Ireland)  Acts;  {e)  Bonds,  debentures,  or  mortgages 
secured  upon  any  investments  in  which  trustees  are  authoriswl  Dy 
this  or  any  other  Act  to  investment  funds ;  (/)  Debentures  or  fully- 
paid  shares  or  stocks  of  any  railway.  Provided  that  the  sufficiency 
or  any  such  investments  to  realise  the  sum  invested  therein  upon  the 
death  of  the  tenant  for  life  or  the  termination  of  the  trust,  shall  be 
secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public  trustees  under  this  Act/  " 

The  next  Amendment  read  a  second  time. 

Drafting  Amendment  made. 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments — 

**  In  page  26,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  section,*  to  insert  the  words 
*(4)  In  the  case  of  all  proceedings  in  relation  to  any  lands  sold 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  or  any  charges  thereon,  or  any 
moneys  realised  thereby,  if  it  appears  to  the  Court  that  a  trustee  is, 
or  may  be,  personally  liable  for  any  breach  of  trust,  whether  the 
transaction  alleged  to  be  a  breach  of  trust  occurred  before  or  after 
the  pissing  of  this  Act,  but  has  acted  honestly  and  reasonably,  and 
ought  fairly  to  be  excused  for  the  breach  of  trust,  and  for  omitting  to 
obtain  the  directions  of  the  Court  in  the  matter  in  which  he  committed 
such  breach,  then  the  Court  may  relieve  the  trustee,  either  wholly  or 
partly,  from  personal  liability  for  the  same.' " 

"  In  page  26,  lines  39  and  40,  to  leave  out  the  words,  *  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.* " 

The  next  Amendments,  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"In  page  27,  line  11,  after  the  word  'require,'  to  insert  the 
following  sub-section  :  *  (14)  The  powers  conferred  on  the  Land  Com- 
mission by  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section  may  be  exercised 
by  the  Laad  Judge  in  any  case  where  the  purchase  money  of  land  sold 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  is  or  has  been  distributed  by  him,  and 
those  provisions  shall  apply  accordingly  with  the  substitution  of  the 
Land  Judge  for  the  Land  Commission.' " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 
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Diafting  Amendment  made.  ^ 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments. 

"  In  page  27,  line  12,  after  the  word  •  by,'  to  insert  the  words  *  the 
Land  Judge  and.' " 

"  In  page  27,  line  28,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  that,'  to  the 
first  word  *  m '  in  line  32.  " 

"  In  page  27,  line  34,  after  the  word  *  county '  to  insert  the  words 
'  the  said  limitation  may,  subject  to  the  other  limitations  in  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  be  exceeded  where  the  Land  Commission  consider  that 
a  larger  advance  may  be  sanctioned  to  any  purchaser  without  prejudice 
to  the  wants  and  circumstances  of  other  persons  residing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood.'" 

'*  In  page  28,  in  lines  3  and  4,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  under  the 
circumstances  aforesaid,'  and  insert  the  words  '  where  the  Land  Com- 
mission consider  it  expedient  under  the  circumstances  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  sub-section.' " 

'*  In  page  28,  line  25,  after  the  word  '  after,'  to  insert  the  words . 

*  they  become  aware  of.' " 

'*  In  page  28,  line  34,  after  the  word  '  otherwise,'  to  insert  the 
following  sub-section :  '  (2)  Not  more  than  one  person  shall,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Land  Commission,  be  registered  as  the  owner  of  the 
holding  under  Part  IV.  of  the  Local  [Registration  of  Title  (Ireland) 
Act,  189L' " 

"  In  page  28,  line  40,  after  the  word  '  holding,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  or  part  thereof.' " 

"  In  page  28,  line  41,  after  the  word  *  holding,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  or  part.' " 

"In  page  29,  line  2,  after  the  word  *part,'  to  insert  the  words 
'  the  consent  of  the  Land  Commission  under  this  enactment  may,  in 
the  case  of  a  charge  created  by  a  will,  be  given  at  any  time  whether 
before  or  after  the  death  of  the  testator.' " 

"  In  page  29,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  a  holding  'and  insert 
the  words  Hhe  holding  executed  after  the  commencement  of  this 
Act.'" 

*•  In  page  29,  line  7,  after  the  word  *  chargeant '  to  insert  the 
words  '  or,  in  the  case  of  a  charge  created  bv  a  will  or  codicil,  within 
six  months  from  the  death  of  the  testator.'  ' 

"  In  page  29,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  whether.' " 

"  In  page  29,  line  13,  after  the  word  *  instance,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  or  with  the  consent,'  and  leave  out  the  words  *  or  at  the  suit  of  an 
incumbrancer.' " 

"In  page  29,  line  14,  after  the  word  *sold,'  to  insert  the  words 

*  subject  to  the  purchase  annuity  (if  any)  and  any  charge  under  any 
Public  Works  Acts,  but  * ;  and  after  the  word  *  all '  to  insert  the  word 
•other.'" 

"  In  page  29,  line  15,  to  leave  out  from  the  words  'incumbrances  ' 
to  the  word  *  of,'  in  line  16." 

"  In  page  29,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  require  '  and  insert 
the  words  *  request  to  be  furnished  with.'  " 

"  In  page  29,  line  26,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  charged  with  an 
annual  sum  payable  in  respect  of  '  and  insert  the  words  *  in  respect  of 
which.'" 
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"  In  page  29,  line  27,  after  the  word  *  Acts  '  to  insert  the  words 
*  has  been  made.'  " 

The  next  Amendments,  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  31,  after  Clause  58,  to  insert  the  following  clause  :  *  (1) 
"Where,  in  the  course  of  proceedings  for  the  sale  under  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  (Ireland)  Act,  1858,  or  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  of  an 
estate  it  appears  that  the  owner  or  any  tenants  of  holdings  on  the 
estate  are  in  occupation  of  portions  of  an  adjoining  estate,  and  that 
the  owner  or  any  tenants  of  holdings  on  the  adjoining  estate  are  in 
occupation  of  portions  of  the  first-mentioned  estate,  whether  such  ex- 
change of  occupation  is  the  result  of  an  agreement  or  is  occasioned  by 
the  alteration  of  the  course  of  a  stream,  or  otherwise,  the  I^and  Judge 
or  the  Judicial  Commissioner,  as  the  case  may  be,  may,  if  he  thinks  it 
expedient,  with  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  respective  estates, 
make  an  order  ratifying  the  exchange,  and  the  order,  or  a  map  or  plan 
annexed  thereto,  shall  show  the  lands  given  and  taken  in  exchange 
respectively.  (2)  The  land  taken  upon  Any  such  exchange  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  held  by  the  same  tenure,  and  shall,  without  any  convey- 
ance or  other  assurance  in  relation  thereto,  go  and  enure  to  and  upon 
the  same  uses  and  trusts  and  be  subject  to  the  same  rente,  conditions, 
charges,  and  incumbrances,  as  the  land  given  upon  such  exchange 
would  have  stood  limited  upon  and  been  subject  to  if  the  order  had  not 
been  made ;  and  the  land  given  upon  such  exchange  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  held  by  the  same  tenure,  and  shall  without  any  conveyance  or 
other  assurance  in  relation  thereto,  go  and  enure  to  and  upon  the  same 
uses  and  trusts  and  be  subject  to  the  same  rents,  conditions,  charges, 
and  incumbrances  as  the  land  taken  upon  such  exchange  would  have 
stood  limited  upon  and  been  subject  to  if  the  order  had  not  been  made. 
(3)  All  rights  and  remedies  for  recovery  of  rents  payable  in  respect  of 
either  portions  of  the  lands  so  exchanged  shall  be  exercisable  in  respect 
of,  and  may  be  pursued  against,  the  lands  given  or  taken  upon  such 
exchange,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  might  there- 
tofore have  been  exercised  or  pursued  against  the  lands  originally 
liable  thereto.' " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Mr,T.M,Healy 1072 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  line  11,  after  the  word  *  of  *  to  insert  the  words  *  or  of  notice 
in  the  prescribed  manner  to.'  " — {Mr,  T.  M,  Ilealy,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.Wyndham       1073 

Amendment  to  the  Lords  Amen  iment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords  Amendment— 

"In  line  11,  after  the  word  'owners'  to  insert  the  words  *or  of 
notice  in  the  prescribed  manner  to  the  owners  and  giving  them  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard.'  ''--{Mr,  T,  M,  JImly,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendmeiit,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Consequential  Amendment  made  to  the  liill. 
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Lords  Amendments. 

"  In  page  32,  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  the '  and  insert  the 
word  *a,^" 

"In  page  32,  line  36,  after  the  word  'balance'  to  insert  the 
following  subsection :  * (3)  Where  in  the  like  case  the  Court  is 
satisfied  that  the  land  sold  is  entitled  to  be  indemnified  against  any 
claim  in  respect  of  a  superior  interest  by  other  lands,  and  that  the 
other  lands  are  a  sufficient  security  therefor,  the  Court  may,  upon 
such  toims  (if  any)  and  in  such  manner  as  appears  equitable,  exclusively 
charge  the  whole  of  the  superior  interest  upon  the  other  lands.  (4) 
The  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section  shall  apply  with  the  necessary 
modifications,  to  any  superior  interest  or  portion  thereof  affecting  the 
land  sold,  or  to  the  redemption  money  of  such  interest  or  portion,  as 
if  the  same  were  land  sold.  " 

"  In  page  33,  lines  12  to  14,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  3." 

"In  page  33,  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  words  'therein  mentioned  * 
and  insert  the  words  *  of  a  superior  interest.' " 

"  In  page  33,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  for  the  nonpay- 
ment of  any  sum*  due  to  them.*  " 

"  In  page  34,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  deposit '  to  insert  the 
following  sub-section  :  *  (3)  Where  any  land  upon  which  portion  of  a 
purchase  annuity  has  been  charged  by  the  Land  Commission  is  con- 
veyed to  the  proprietor  of  a  holding  subject  to  a  purchase  annuity, 
that  holding  and  the  land  so  conveyed  shall  be  deemed  one  holding, 
and  the  said  annuity  and  portion  shall  be  payable  in  such  manner  and 
subject  to  such  conditions  as  may  be  prescribed.' " 

"  In  page  34,  line  42,  after  the  word  *  may  '  to  insert  the  words 

*  on  the  application  of  any  person  interested  or  without  such  appli- 
cation with  the  consent  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,'  and  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  such  authority  and '  and  to  insert  the  words  *  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  if  he  thinks  fit.'  " 

"In page  35,  line  17,  after  the  word  'cent'  to  insert  the  words 

*  per  annum.' " 

"  In  page  35,  line  40,  after  the  word  '  the '  to  insert  the  words 

*  trustees  of  the.' " 

The  next  Amendments,  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 

"  In  page  36,  line  15,  after  the  word  *  vendor'  to  insert  the  words 

*  or  to  the  trustees  of  a  settlement.'  " — {Mr,  Atkinson,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

"In  page  36,  line  18,  after  the  word  *  less '  to  insert  the  following 
sub  section  :  *  (2)  Sub-section  4  of  Section  3  of  this  Act  shall  apply  in 
the  case  of  any  land  in  respect  of  which  an  advance  is  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  section.' " 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords  Amendment  — 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  word  *  four '  to  insert  the  words  *  and  Sub- 
section 6.' " — {Mr.  fFyrtdham,) 

Amendment  to  Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Lords  Amendments — - 

"  In  page  36,  line  35,  after  the  word  *  cutting'  to  insert  the  words 
*  or  making.' " 

"In  page  38,  line  2,  after  the  word  'Board*  to  insert  the  words 
'  in  lieu  of  the  member  of  the  Land  Commission  nominated  under 
Sub-section  1  of  Section  34  of  the  Act  of  1891.'  And  also  to  insert  the 
following  clause:— 'Section  18  of  the  Agricultural  and  Technical 
Instruction  (Ireland)  Act^  1899,  which  makes  provision  with  respect 
to  congested  districts  counties,  is  hereby  repealed.' " 

The  next  Amendments,  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  38,  line  36,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  any '  and  insert  the 
words  *  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  any.' " 

The  next  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  38,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  appeal '  and  to 
insert  the  words  '  apply  for  a  re-hearing.' " 

The  next  Amendment  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  39,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  assessor,'  to  insert  the  words 
'who  shall  hear  the  evidence  and  inspect  the  holding,  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Judicial  Commissioner.' " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  word  '  and '  to  insert  the  words  '  on  the 
application  of  either  of  the  parties.' " — {Mr,  Wyndham,) 

Amendment  to  Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1075 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  line  3,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  '  in  the  prescribed  manner.'  " 
—{Mr,  T,  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Wyndham  1076 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1076 

The  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  James  CampbeU,  DMin  University)  1076 

Amendment  to  the  Lords  Amendment,  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  38,  line  36,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  any  '  and  to  insert  the 
words  *  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  any.' " 

Lords  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  39,  lines  6  to  8,  leave  out  Sub-section  3." 

The  next  Amendment  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"In  page  39,  line  9,  after  the  word  'appeal '  to  insert  the  words 
'  or  on  any  re-hearing  (except  in  cases  where  the  valuation  docs  not 
exceed  £20).'" 
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The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  agreed  to. 
Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  39,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  which  '  to  insert  the  words 
'  could  have  been  but.'  ** 

The  next  Amendment^  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

*<  In  page  39,  lines  12  and  15,  after  the  word  *  Commissioner '  to 
insert  the  words  '  who  hears  the  Appeal.' " 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords  Amendment— 

'*  In  line  2,  after  the  word  '  Appeal '  to  add  the  words  *  or 
re*hearing.' " — {Mr.  Atkinson.) 

Amendment  to  Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments — 

"  In  page  39,  line  20,  after  the  word  *made '  to  insert  the  words 
'by  the  Judicial  Commissioners  with  the  approval  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor.' " 

*'  In  page  39,  line  22,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  re-hearings '  to 
the  end  of  the  clause,  and  insert  the  words  'and  those  rules  shall, 
among  other  things,  provide  for  an  ad  vaUnem  scale  of  fees  to  be  paid 
on  notices  of  appeal  or  re-hearing.'  " 

"  In  page  39,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  Land  Commission ' 
and  insert  the  words  '  Judicial  Commissioner.' " 

Leave  out  Clause  87. 

"  In  page  40,  line  17,  after  the  word  '  reason '  to  insert  the  word 
'solely.'" 

"In  page  40,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  judicially  '  and 
insert  the  words  'in  the  absence  of  other  provision.' " 

"  In  page  40,  line  22,  after  the  word  '  apply '  to  insert  the  words 
'  as  from  the  commencement  of  this  Act.' " 

"In  page  40,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  1881 '  to  insert  the  words 
'or  under  that  section.' " 

"  In  page  40,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  the  representation ' 
and  insert  the  words  'any  representation  under  the  Labourers 
(Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to  1896,  affecting  him.' " 

The  next  Amendments,  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 
Lords  Amendment — 

"In  page  41,  lines  10  and  11,  to  leave  out  the  words  *a  Court 
of  Summary  Jurisdiction '  and  insert  the  words  '  the  County  Court 
Judge.'" 

The  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Mr,  William  Redmmd      1078 

Mr.T.M.Healy 1079 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Lords  Amendments — 

"In  page  41,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words  *mu8t  either  be' 
and  insert  the  words  *  is  either.'  Line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  be ' 
and  insert  the  word  Ms.'  " 

"  In  page  42,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  Commission '  to 
the  word  *  the '  in  line  8,  and  insert  the  words  *  in  the  manner  directed 
by  Sub-section  6  of  Section  29  of  the  Act  of  1891.'     The  expression 

*  demesne '  includes  any  mansion,  house  or  other  buildings  thereon. 
The  expression  *  vesting  order '  includes  fiat.     Line  34,  after  the  word 

*  Act '    to    insert  the   words    *  or    enactment,'  and  after  the   word 

*  amending '  to  insert  the  word  *  applying.'  " 

"  In  page  44,  line  22,  after  the  first  word  *  three '  to  insert  the 
words  *  in  Sub-section  1  of  Section  34,  from  *  a  member '  to  *  forestry ' 
and  the  words  *  the  Chief  Secretary  when  absent  shall  be  replaced  by 
the  Under  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.' " 

The  next  Amendments,  read  a  second  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  "That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  Reasons  to  be 
assigned  to  the  Lords  for  disagreeing  to  certain  of  the  Lords  Amend- 
ments to  the  Bill." 

Committee  nominated  of — Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  Mr.  Sergeant 
Hemphill,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Colonel  Saunderson,  and  Mr.Wyndham. 

Committee  to  withdraw  immediately. 

Three  to  be  the  quorum. — {Mi\  Wyndhirn.) 

The  Consolidated  Fond  (Appropriation)  Bill. 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported,  without  Amendment ;  to  be  read 

the  third  time  to-morrow  1080 

Irish  Land  Bill 

Reasons  for  disagreeing  to  certain  of  the  Lords  Amendments  reported,  and 
agreed  to. 

To  be  communicated  to  the  Lords      ...         ..  1080 

CuNARD  Steamship  Company  and  International  Mercantile  MXUine  Com- 
pany (Agreements). — Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — "That  the 
Agreement  dated  the  30th  day  of  July.  1903,  entered  into  between  His 
Majestv^s  Grovemment  and  the  Cunard  Steamship  Company,  Limited, 
printed  in  Command  Paper  No.  1703,  and  the  Agreement  dated  the  1st 
day  of  August,  1903,  entered  into  between  His  Majesty's  Government  and 
the  International  Mercantile  Marine  Company  and  others,  printed  in  Com- 
mand Paper  No.  1704,  bo  approved.  —{Mr,  Gerald  Balfour,) 

Mr,  Edmund  Rohe^isan  {Ihiftd^e)  ...         ...        • . . . "        ...         1080 

Mr.  Lough  {Mifigion,  W,)         1085 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That,'  to  the  end  of  the  Question, 
and  add  the  words  *  this  House  regrets  that  an  arrangement  was  made 
with  the  Cunard  Steamship  Company  without  first  ascertaining  by 
public  competition  the  terms  upon  which  the  Government  require- 
ments might  have  been  met  by  other  companies,'  " — {Mr,  Lough.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question.'* 

Debate  arising. 

And,  it  being  half  pjist  Seven  of  the  Clock,  the  I)el)ate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 

E  VEXING  SITTING. 

Ci:nakd  Steamship  Company  and  International  Meijcantile  Marine 
Company  (Agreements). — Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned  debate  on 
Amendment  to  Question  [12th  August],  **That  the  Agreement  dated  the 
30th  day  of  July,  1903,  entered  into  between  His  Majesty's  Government 
and  the  Cunard  Steamship  Company,  Limited,  printed  in  Command  Paper 
No.  1703,  and  the  Agreement  dated  the  1st  day  of  August,  1903,  entered 
into  between  His  Majesty's  Government  and  the  International  Mercantile 
Marine  Company  and  others,  printed  in  Command  Paper  No.  1 704,  be 
approved." — {Mr,  Gerald  Balfour.) 

Which  Amendment  was — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That,'  to  the  end  of  the  Question, 
and  add  the  words  *  this  House  regrets  that  an  arrangement  was  made 
with  the  Cunard  Steamship  Company  without  first  ascertaining  by 
public  competition  the  terms  upon  which  the  Government  require- 
ments might  have  been  met  by  other  companies.'  " — {Mr,  Lough,) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  Question." 

Debate  resumed. 

Sir  Forte^riie  Flannery  { Yorkshire^  Shipley)           ...  1089 

Sir  William  Allan  {Gateshead)      1091 

Mr,  Chtirlfs  Mc Arthur  {Liverpool f  A arhuTige)       ...          1092 

Mr,  Bea  {Gloucester)          1095 

Mr,  Erelt/n  Cecil  {Aston  Manor) ^ 1098 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  {Mr.  Arnold- For  stei,  Bel  font,  IP\)           ...  1103 

Sir  John  Colamb  {GreMt  Yarmouth)           ...         ...         1106 

Mr,  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.) 1106 

Mr.  David  Maclver  {Liverpool,  Kirkdale) ...         ...          ...          ...         ...  1 108 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  92 ;  Noes,  18.     (Division  List  No.  262.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved  that  the  Agreement  date<i  the  30th  day  of  July,  1903,  entered 
into  between  His  Majesty's  Government  and  the  Cunard  Steamship 
Company,  Limited,  printed  in  Command  Paper  No.  1 703,  and  the 
Agreement  dated  the  1st  day  of  August,  1903,  entered  into  between 
His  Majesty's  Government  and  the  International  Mercantile  Marine 
Company  and  others,  printed  in  Command  Paper  No.  1 704,  be  approved. 

Pdrt  of  London  Bill.—  Motion  made.  Question  proposed,  "  That  further  pro- 
ceedings on  the  Port  of  London  Bill  be  suspended  till  the  next  session  of 
Parliament :  That  on  any  day  in  that  session  a  Motion  may  be  made,  after 
notice,  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or 
Debate,  that  proceedings  on  that  Bill  m^y  be  resumed,  and  if  that  Motion 
is  decided  in  the  affirmative  the  said  WH,  as  reported  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee, shall  stand  committed  to  a  Oomniittoe  of  the  Whole  H^^se  in  like. 
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manner  as  if  the  proceedings  on  the  Bill  or  in  relation  thereto  had  taken 
place  in  that  session  in  due  compliance  with  all  Standing  Orders.  That 
this  Order  be  a  Standing  Order  of  the  House." — (Mr.  A.  fi  Balfour,) 

Mr.  Sydney  Btixian  (Town- Hamlets,  Poplar)       1111 

The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Tre/isvry  {Mr,  A.  J.  Balfour^ 

Manchester,  E,)  1112 

Sir  Joseph  Dimsdale  (London)       1113 

Mr.  Hea  (Gloueestei)  1114 

Mr.  David  Morgan  {Essex,  Walthamstow) 1114 

Ordered,  That  further  proceedings  on  the  Port  of  London  Bill  be  suspended 
till  the  next  session  of  Parliament. 

Ordered,  That  on  any  day  in  that  session  a  Motion  may  be  made,  after 
notice,  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  to  be  decided  without  Amendment 
or  debate,  that  proceedings  on  that  Bill  m^y  be  resumed,  and  if  that 
Motion  is  decided  in  the  affirmative  the  said  Bill,  as  reported  from  the 
Joint  Committee,  shall  stand  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  in  like  manner  as  if  the  previous  proceedings  on  the  Bill  or  in 
relation  thereto  had  taken  place  in  that  session,  after  due  compliance 
with  all  Standing  Orders. 

Ordered,  That  this  Order  be  a  Standing  Order  of  the  House. —(J/r.  A.  J. 

Balfour.) 

Bevenue  Bill. — As  amended,  considered  ;  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed    UK* 

Emplo]rinent  of  Children  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed 

to  1115 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation  and  Amendment  Bill— Lords 

Amendments  considered. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  5,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  appeal  *  to  insert  the  words 
*  and  no  other  magistrate  is  available.' " — {Mr,  Caldwell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Lord  Advocate  {Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  1116 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  28th  day  of 
July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  twenty  minutes*before  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  THURSDAY,  13th  AUGUST,  1903. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Auchterarder  Town  Council  Order  Confirmation  Bill.     Read  3»  (according  to  Order), 
and  passed 1117 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

Trade  Reports— (Annual  Series). 
No.  3058.  Portugal  (Chinde). 
No.  3059.  Turkey  (Damascus). 
No.  3060.  United  States  (Portland  (Oregon). 
No.  3061.  Brazil  (Bahia). 
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No.  3062.  Russia  (St.  Petersburg). 

No.  3063.  Zanzibar  (Zanzibar). 

No.  3064.  Portugal  (Northern  Portug«J). 

No.  3065.  France  (Society  Islands)  1117 

MisCELLANBOUS,  No.  4.  (1903).— Correspondence  respecting  the  application  of 

the  French  Law  of  Association  to  institutions  of  mtish  origin      1117 

Africa,  No  10.(1903). — Despatch  from  His  Majesty's  Minister  at  Brussels 
respecting  the  Commission  for  the  Protection  of  the  Natives,  instituted  by 
the  (Government  of  the  Independent  Congo  State  under  the  Decree  of 
18th  September,  1896 1117 

Board  of  Education.  —  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  for  the  year 

1902-1903         1117 

Lunacy  (Ireland). — Fifty-second  R'jport,  with  Appendices,  of  the  Inspectors 

of  Lunatics  in  Ireland,  for  the  year  1902       1117 

Labour  Statistics. — Ninth  Annual  Abstract  of    Labour    Statistics   of  the 

United  Kingdom,  1901-1902 1117 

•*  Options  "  and  "Futurbs"  in  Foodstuffs  (Legislation  Respecting).— 
Keports  from  th^  Canadian  Gk)vemment  and  from  His  Majesty's  repre- 
sentatives abroad  on  legislative  measures  respecting  gambling  in  *'  Option  " 
and  "  Future  "  contracts  as  regards  food-stuffs         1117 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Orders  made  by  the  Li^t  Railway  Commis- 
sioners, and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  !Board  of  Trade  : 

I.  Authorising  the  Construction  of  Light  Railways  in — The  city  of 
Gloucester;  the  parishes  of  Wotton  St.  Mary  (Without),  Bamwood, 
Hucclecote,  and  Brockworth,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester. 

XL  Amending  the  Callington  Light  Railway  Oi*der,  1900. 

IIL  Amending  the  West  Manchester  Liffht  Railways  Order,  1899,  and 
authorising  the  construction  of  additioncd  UAt  railways  in  the  parish  and 
urban  district  of  Stretford,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster. 
Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1118 

Local  Taxation  Returns  (Scotland)  Act,  1881. — Returns  for  the  year 

1901-1902        1118 

Naval  Savings  Banks. — ^Account  of  deposits  in  Naval  Savings  Banks  and  the 
payments  thereof,  and  of  interest  thereon,  of  all  investments  under  the 
Naval  Savings  Banks  Act,  1866,  and  the  application  of  the  interest  or 
dividends  accruing  in  respect  thereof,  and  of  the  proceeds  of  any  sale  of 
any  stocks,  annuities,  or  securities  during  the  financial  year  1901-1902    ...  1118 

High  Court  of  Justice  (Ireland)  (Probate  Division). — Accounts,  for  the 

year  ended  31st  December,  1902        1118 


Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act,  1870. — Two  Orders  in  Council  of  the  10th  August, 
1903,  entitled  "  The  Niger  Navigation  Order  in  Council,  1903,"  and  "  The 
Niger  Transit  Order  in  Council,  1903"         1118 


Dockyard  Ports  Regulation  Act,  1865. — Order  in  Council  of  the  10th 
August,  1903,  making  rules  and  regulations  for  the  dockyard  port  of 
Queenstown       1118 
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Merchant    hipping  Act,  1894. — Two  ordera  in  Council  of  10th  August,  1903,     • 
(a)  varving  the  dues  payable  in  respect  of  the  Basses  and   Minicoy  lights, 
and  (6)  confirroing  three  Merchant  Shipping  Oi-dinances  enacted  by  the 
Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  Hong  Kong     ...         ...1119 

MKncHANT  Shipping  Act,  1894,  and  Merchant  Shipping  (Mercantilk 
Marine  Fund)  Act,  1898. — Order  in  Council  of  10th  August,  1903,  alter- 
ing the  scale  of  light  dues  set  out  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  the  Merchant 
Shipping  (Mercantile  Marine  Fund)  Act,  1898. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table      1119 

Revenue  Bill. — Brought  from  the  Commons       1119 

Sheep  Scab  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the  Amendment  agreed  to  1 1 19 

Employment  of  Children  Bill ;  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Bill ;  Town  Councils 
(Scotland)  Bill ;  Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  Bill.  Returned  from  the 
Commons,  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...1119 

Licensin^r  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation  and  Amendm  nt  Bill.— He- 
turned  from  the  Commons,  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to,  with  a 
consequential  Amendment  to  the  Bill  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...1119 

Public  Buildings  Expenses  Bill ;  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill.  Read  2* 
(according  to  Order).  Committee  negatived.  Then  (Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill  read  3\  and  passed  ...         ...         ...  1119 

Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  Bill.— Read  2*  (according  to  Order)  Committee 
negatived.  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended) 
Bill  read  3\  Amendments  made.  Bill  passed,  and  relumed  to  the  Commons  1119 

Patent  Office  (Extension)  Bill.— Read  3*  (according  to  Order),  and  passed...   1120 

Licensing   Acts   (Scotland)   Consolidation    and  Amendment   Bill.— 

Commons  cohsequential  Amendment  considered  (on  Motion),  and  agreed  to  1120 

Revenue  Bill.— Read  V:  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX  having  been 

suspended),  read  2*  :  Committee  negatived  :  Bill  read  3\  and  passed        ...   1120 

Macedonia,  China,  and  Venezuela.— 

Earl  Spencer  1120 

The  Secretiiry  of  StaUfov  Foi'eign  Affairs  (The  Marqtie^tt  of  Lansdmne)     1 121 

Irish  Land  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons,  « ith  several  of  the  Amend- 
ments made  by  the  Lords  agreed  to ;  with  several  other  of  such  Amend- 
ments agreed  to,  with  Amendments ;  and  with  consequential  Amendments 
to'  the  Bill ;  with  several  other  Amendments  disagreed  to ;  with  Reasons 
for  such  disagreementw  ..i   ....    .,  .    ,. 

On  the  Motion  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commons  Amendments  to  the 
Lords  Amendments.  •   i 

The  Lord  Preddent  of  ihe  ConncU  ( The  Duke  oj  Devon nhire)      1125 

The  Lhike  of  Ah^cmn       ...    ^     ...         ...    .  .  .^ 1126 

Lord  Clonbrock       ...        ' ...''    "...         ...1127 

•  Moved,  That  this  House  do  agree  with  the  Commons  in  the  Amendments 
made  to  their  Amendments,  and  do  not  insist  on  their  Amendments  to 
which  the  Commons  had.  disagreed. — {2'he  Ditke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Quesiion,  Motion  agreed  to.  *  • '   •     f      !>  .  :*. 
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Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (No.  2)  Bill  [Second  Keadino].— Order 
of  the  day  for  the  Second  Heading  read. 

Lai'd  Kenyan  ...         ...         ...  ...         ...  ...         ...         ...   11 28 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  '^\ — {Lord  Kent/on.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2'^ ;  Committee  negatived.  Then  (Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX.  having  bean    suspended)    Hill    read    3\   and    pissed. 

Unfinished  Condition  of  the  Pai.ack  of  Westminster. 

Lard  Stanmore        ...         ...  ...         . .    11 28 

The  First  Commissioner  of  Worh  {Lord  Windsor)  ...  ...  ...   1130 

War  Office  Traction  Engines. 

The  Earl  of  Jf^arthbi'ook      1131 

Moved,  that  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  for  any  order 
that  may  have  been  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  directing 
the  drivers  of  traction  engines  employed  by  the  War  Office  to  conform 
to  the  limits  of  speed  laid  down  by,  and  the  other  regulations  contained 
in,  the  Locomotives  Act,  1865.— (7%«  Earl  of  Northhrook,) 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  IFar  {The  Earl  of  Hardimckfi) 1 133 

The  Marquess  of  Ripon      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ..   1134 

The  Earl  of  JVemyss  U35 

The  Secretary  fo7' Scotland  {Lord  Balfour  of  JJurleigh)      ...                       ..1136 
The  Earl  of  Nmihbrook     1137 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly. 

Subsidies  to  Shipping  Companies — The  Cunard  Agreement. 

EarlSpencer  1137 

Moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House  a  return  showing — 

1.  The  amount,  and  date,  and  duration  of  any  subsidies  given  in  the 
past  by  His  Majesty's  Government  to  shipping  companies,  and  the  number 
of  ships  embraced  in  those  arrangements,  with  the  speed  of  the  ships. 

2.  The  number  of  ships  and  their  speed  embraced  in  the  present 
arrangement  with  the  Cunard  Company. — {Earl  Spencer,) 

The  First  Lard  of  the  Admiralty  {The  Earl  ofSelhornc)  1 U3 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 
Shipping  Freights  to  South  Africa. 

Eariarey 1148 

Moved,  for  a  Return  giving  the  rates  per  ton  on  shipments  of  rails  consigned 
to  South  African  ports  by  His  Majesty's  Government  between  the 
years  1898  and  1903."— (j&ar/  Grey.) 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  .Colonies,  (The  Duke  of  Marlbovaugh)  1149 

On  Question,  Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five   minutes  before  seven   o'clock, 
,  lintil  Xc-morrow,  Teri  o'clock.  »        /  r  » 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:  THUESDAY,  13th  AUGUST,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Message  from  the  Lords. — They  have  agreed  to  Auchterarder  Town  Council 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  without  Amendment. 

Amendments  to  Hastings  Harbour  Bill  [Lords]  without  Amendment        •  •  1152 

PETITION. 

South  Africa  ^Cost  of  Garrison^. — Petition  from  London,  against  contribu- 
tion by  India :  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1152 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Board  of  Trade  (Labour  Department).— Copy  presented,  of  Ninth  Annual 
Abstract  of    Labour    Statistics    of    the  United  Kingdom,    1901-2   [by 

Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1152 

"  Oftions  "    AND    "  Futures  "     in  Food-Stuffs    (LEGisLATioN).-~Copie8 

8 resented,  of  Reports  from  the  Canadian  Gk)Yemment  and  from  His 
[ajesty's  Representatives  abroad  on  legislative  measures  respecting 
^mbling  in  "  Option  "  and  "  Future  "  Contracts  as  regards  food-stuffs  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      1152 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896.--Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Boud  of  Trade, 
amending  the  West  Manchester  Light  Railways  Order,  1899,  and  authoris- 
ing the  construction  of  additional  li^ht  railways  in  the  parish  and  urban 
district  of  Stretford  and  county  of  Lancaster  (West  Manchester  Light 
Railways  (Extensions  and  Amendment)  Order,  1903)  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table 1152 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  Light  Railways  in  the  parishes  of  Wotton 
St.  Mary  (Without),  Barnwood,  Hucclecote,  and  Brockworth,  in  the  county 
of  Gloucester  (County  of  Gloucester  (Gloucester  and  Brockworth)  Light 
Railways  Order,  1903)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1153 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896.— Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  mooified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  Light  Railways  in  the  city  of 
Gloucester  (Gloucester  Corporation  Light  Railways  Order,  1903)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      1153 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
amending  the  Callinston  Light  Railway  Order,  1900,  Callington  Liffht 
Railway  (Extension  m  Time)  Order,  1903  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table 1153 

BRrriSH  AND  Foreign  Trade  and  Industry. — Copy  presented,  of  Memoranda, 
Statistical  Tables  and  Charts  prepared  in  the  Boanl  of  Trade  with  reference 
to  various  matters  bearing  on  British  and  Foreign  Trade  and  Industrial 
Conditions  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1153 

Workmen's  Trains. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered  12th  August ; 

Mr.  Lough] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     [No.  347.]  ...  1153 
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LiTNACY  (Ireland.) — Copy  presented,  of  62nd  Beport,  with  Appendices,  of 
Inspect(N:8  of  Lunatics  (Ireland)  for  the  year  1902  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 1153 

B3VRD  OF  Education.— Copy  pres«ited,  of  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education 

for  the  year  1902-3  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1153 

.Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894. — Copy  presented,  of  Two  Orders  in 
Council  of  10th  August,  1903,  (a)  varying  the  dues  payable  in  respect 
of  the  Basses  and  Minicoy  Lights;  and  (b)  confirming  three  Merchant 
Shipping  Ordinances  enacted  by  the  Gk>yernor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
Hong-Kong  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1154 

Mrrchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  and  Merchant  Shipping  (Mercantile 
Marine  Fund)  Act,  1898.— Copy  pesented,  of  Order  in  Council  of  10th 
August,  1903,  altering  the  Scale  of  Light  Dues  set  out  in  the  Second 
Schedule  to  The  Merchant  Shipping  (Mercantile  Marine  Fund)  Act,  1898 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         1154 

Dockyard  Ports  Regulation  Act,  1865.— Copy  presented,  of  Order  in 
Council,  dated  10th  August,  1903,  making  Kuies  and  Kegulations  for  the 
Dockyard  Port  of  Queenstown  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     1 154 

FoiiEiQN  Jurisdiction  Act,  1890.— Copy  presented,  of  Two  Orders  in  Council 
of  10th  August,  1903,  entitled  The  l^iger  Navigation  Order  in  Council, 
1903,  and  the  Niger  Transit  Order  in  Council,  1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  1154 

Piuvate  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act  (1899).— Return  pre- 
sented, relative  thereto  [ordered  11th  August;  The  Lard  Advocate] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  348]        1154 

Parochial  Medical  Officers  (Scotland). — Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  20th  July ;  Mr.  Cathcart  JFaeon] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  349]     1154 

Assessments  (Counties,  Cities,  and  Burghs)  (Scotland).— Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [ordered  10th  August ;  Sir  John  SHrling-Maxtvelt] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  350]         1154 

I.1OCAL  Taxation  (Scotland). — Copy  presented,  of  the  Annual  Local  Taxation 
Returns  for  Scotland  for  the  year  1901-2  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  351.]  1155 

Cyprus.— Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered  12th  Au^t;  Mr,  Piei- 

point] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  352.J         1155 

Court  of  Probate  Division  (High  Court  of  Justice)  (Ireland).— Annual 
Account  presented,  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1902  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1155 

Local  Taxation  Account,  1902-3.  —  Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  7th  August ;  Mr,  Grant  Lawson] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  bo 
printed.     [No.  353.] 1155 

Africa. — (No.  10,  1903)  Copy  presented,  of  Despatch  from  His  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Brussels  respecting  the  Commission  for  the  Protection  of  the 
Natives,  instituted  by  tae  Government  of  the  Independent  Congo  State 
under  the  Decree  of  18th  September,  1896  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  11.55 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  3058  to  3065  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 1155 
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French  Law  of  Association  (Miscellaneous,  No.  4, 1003). — Copy  presented 
of  Correspondence  respecting  the  application  of  the  French  Law  of  Associa- 
tion to  Institutions  of  British  origin  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1155 

Transports  (South  African  AVAR).--Keturiis  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  5th  August ;  Mr,  Biirhannn] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  354.] 1155 

Joint  Stock  Companies. — Return  ordered  "  (I.)  Of  the  Companies  registered 
during  the  year  ended  the  Slst  day  of  December,  1902,  which  filed  a  pro- 
spectus and  to  which  certificates  to  commence  business  has  been  granted, 
stating-  - 

(1)  The  date  of  registration. 

(2)  The  date  of  the  prospectus. 

(3)  The  amount  of  the  nominal  capital. 

(4)  The  amount  of  each  share. 

(5)  The  amount  issued  or  to  be  issued  otherwise  than  for  cash. 
(6^  The  amount  offered  for  subscription  in  cash. 

(7)  The  amount  underwritten. 

(8)  The  commission  for  underwriting. 

(9)  The  minimum  subscription  required. 

(10)  The  amount  allotted  before  commencing  business. 

(11)  The  amounts  per  share  payable  on  application  and  allotment. 

(12)  The  total  directors'  share  qualification,  if  any;  and 

(13)  The  date  of  the  certificate  to  commence  business. 

(IL)  Of  the  Companies  registered  during  the  year  1902  which  filed  a 
prospectus,  but  to  which  certificates  to  commence  business  have  not 
been  granted,  stating  the  particulars  specified  in  (1.)  so  far  as  they  are 
applicable. 

(III.)  Of  the  Companies  registered  during  the  year  1902,  which  filed  a 
declaration  that  the  Company  does  *  not  issue  any  invitation  to  the 
public  to  subscribe  for  its  shares.' 

(IV.)  Of  the  Companies  registered  during  the  year  1902,  which  have  not 
filed  a  prospectus  or  a  declaraticm  that  the  Company  *  does  not  issue 
any  invitation  to  the  public  to  subscnbe  for  its  shares,'  and  stating 
the  particulars  specified  in  (1.)  so  far  as  they  are  applicable. 

(V.)  Of  the  Companies  which  were  dissolved  or  struck  off  the  register 
during  the  year  1902. 

(VI.)  Of  the  total  number  of  companies  dissolved  during  the  year  1902 
(1)  by  order  of  Court ;  (2)  after  voluntary  liquidation  ;  and  (3)  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  The  Companies  Act,  1880,  and 
Section  26  of  the  Companies  Act,  1900. 

(VII.)  Of  the  total  number  and  nominal  paid-up  and  considered  as  paid-up 
capital  of  the  Companies  registered  during  the  year  1902  in  London, 
Edinburgh,  and  Dublin  respectively,  distinguishing  limited  companies 
from  unlimited,  and  companies  registered  with  a  nominal  capital  from 
companies  registered  without  such  capital. 

(VIII.)  Of  the  total  number  and  paid-up  capital,  including  the  amounts 
considered  as  paid  on  vendors  and  other  shares,  of  all  companies 
having  a  share  capital  which  were  on  the  register  on  the  30th  day  of 
April,  1 903,  except  such  companies  as  were  in  course  of  liquidation 
or  removal  from  the  register  under  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  The 
Companies  Act,  1880,  and  Section  26  of  The  Companies  Act,  1900. 

(IX.)  Of  the  total  number  and  nominal  capital  of  the  companies  registered 
in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  respectively,  in  every  year  since 
the  commencement  of  The  Companies  Act,  1862  to  1902,  inclusive. 

(X.)  Of  the  fees  and  capital  duty  paid  in  respect  of  Registered  Companies 

during  the  year  1902-''— (ifr  GW-aW  jBa//(wr) 1155 
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Department  of  Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland).— 
Return  ordered,  "showing  (1)  the  names  of  permanent  officials  of  the 
Department  on  the  Ist  day  of  May,  1903;  (2)  description  of  office;  (3) 
salary  and  travelling  expenses;  (4)  date  of  appointment  and  previous 
employment ;  (5)  tenure  of  office  : " 

"And,  similar  lieturn  of  officials  employed  by  the  various  County 
Councils  in  Ireland  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Agricultural  and 
Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Act." — {Mr.  McGovern)        ...  ...         ...   1157 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES 

Londonderry  and  Lough  Swilly  Kailway — Erection  of   Station   at 

Pennyburn.— Question,  Mr.  McFadden  (Donegal,  E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Elliot  1157 

Balance  of  Money  Collected  for  Kellef  of  Distress  in  1844. — Question, 

Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  (Merthyr  Tydvil);  Answer,  Mr.  Akers  Douglas  ...   1158 

Hastings  List  of  Voters— Surcharge  by  Local  Government  Auditors. — 

Question,  Mr.  Freeman  Thomas  (Hastings);  Answer,  Mr.  Walter  Long   ...   1158 

Application  for  Police  Court  at  Dunblane. — Question,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin, 

St.  Patrick) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray        1159 

Delivery  of  Letters  at  Valentia  Island. — Question,  Mr.  Belaud  (Kerry, 

S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  ...         1159 

Early  Closing  of  Straffan  Post  Office. — Question,  Mr.  Leamy  (Kildare, 

N. ) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain         1159 

Dismissal  OF  A  Belfast  Post  Office  Employee. — Question,  Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast, 

S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  1160 

Delay  in  Belfast  Mails. — Question,  Mr.  Sloan ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Cham- 
berlain     1160 

Post  Office  Second  Division  Clerks. — Question,  Mr.  Kimber  (Wandsworth); 

Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain      1160 

Punishment  of  Dublin  Postmen  for  Mis-Deuvery  of  LETTBRS.—Que8tion, 

Mr.  Nannetti  (Dublin,  College  Green) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  1161 

Unappointed  Postmen  Performing  Duty  in  Dublin  Post  Office. — Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Nannetti ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain       1161 

Postal  Delays  between  London  and  Edinburgh. — Question,  Mr.  D.  A. 

Tohmas  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 1162 

Extension  of  the  Max.l — Statue  of  King  Charles  I. — Question,  Lord 

Balcarres  (Lancashire,  Chorley) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish 116S 

Repayment  to  Donegal  County  Council  of  Interest  on  Buncrana  and 
Carndonagh  Railway  Guaranteed  Shares.— Question,  Mr.  O'Doherty 
(Donegal,  N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Elliot 1162 

Payment  of  Grant  to  Christ  Church  School,  Blackpool. — Question,  Mr. 

Harwood  (Bolton) ;  Answer,  Sir  William  Anson       1163 

Insubordination  on  H.M.S.  "  Drake."— Question,  Mr.  Harms  worth  (Caith- 
ness-shire) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster 1164 

Increased  Dining  Accommodation  in  Devonport  Dockyard.— Question,  Mr. 

Duke  (Plymouth) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster 1164 

Qualified  Nurses  in    WoRKiiorpR   Infirmariks. — Question,    Mr.    Talbot 

(0-\fi  id  Univerbiiy) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Waiter  Long    ...         ...         ...         •¥«     1164 
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Payment  of  Rebate  on  Corn. — Mr.  Corrie  Grant  (Warwickshire,  Rugby) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie 1165 

Issue  and  Payment  of  Exchequer    Bonds. — Mr.  Stuart  Samuel  (Tower 

Hamlets,  Whitechapel) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie        1165 

Income  Tax — Addresses  of  People  to  whom  Money  has  been  Lent. — 

Question,  Mr.  Groves  (Salford,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie 1165 

Alien  Immigration  Commission  Report. — Question,  Sir  Howard  Vincent 

(Sheffield,  Central) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 1166 

India — Conversion  of  Property  of  Native  States  into  Cash. — Question, 

Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty);  Answer,  Lord  George  Hamilton 1167 

Suspension   of  the   Ruling    Chief    of   Panna.— Question,    Mr.    Weir; 

Answer,  Lord  George  HaimltcMi         1167 

Revision  of  Irish  National  School  Teachers*  Pension  Fund.— Question, 

Mr.  Murphy  (Kerry,  K);  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 1168 

Delay  in  Erection  of  Labourers'  Cottages  in  the  Strabane  No.  2  Rural 

District. — Question,  Mr.  McFadden;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham     1168 

Boyle  Union  Rate  Collector. — Questions,  Mr.  James  O'Kelly  (Roscommon, 

N.)  and  Mr.  TuUy  (Leitrim,  S.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Wyndham 1 169 

Attendances  in  Irish   Schools.— Question,  Mr.  Murphy;   Answer,    Mr. 

Wyndham         1169 

Irish  National  Education — Closing  of  Book  Stores.  —  Question,  Mr. 

Murphy ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham     1170 

Drainage  of  Black  River,  Mohill— Ibcposition  of  Special  Rate.— Question, 

Mr.  Tully  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 1170 

Expenditure  on  Roads  and  New  Works  in  Longford  Rural  District.— 
Questions,  Mr.  Tully  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Longford,  N.);  Answers,  Mr. 
Wyndham         1171 

Marb  Shows  in   County  Leitrim.— Questiim,  Mr.  Tully;   Answer,    Mr. 

Wyndham         117^ 

Borrowing  Powers  of  Boyle  Township.— Question,  Mr.  Tully ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Wyndham         1173 

Buncrana   Sewage    Schebie.  — Question,    Mr.    O'Doherty;   Answer,    Mr. 

Wyndham         1173 

Case  of  Poisoning  in  Maryborouh  Prison.— Question,  Dr.  MacDonnell 

(Queen's  County,  Leix) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 1174 

ExPENDrruRE  in  Government  Departments.- Question,  Colonel  Long  (Wor- 

cestershire,  Evesham) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour in4 

AuBN  Immigration.— Question,  Mr.  Forde  Ridley  (Bethnal  Green,  S.W.); 

Answer,  Mn  A.  J.  Balfour      1175 

Fiscal  Inquiry— Condition  of  Working  Classes.— Question,  Mr.  Mansfield 

(Lincolnshire,  Spalding);  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  1175 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Maintenance  of  Troops  in  South  Africa.— Questions,  Sir  John  Colomb 
(Great  Yarmouth)  and  Mr.  Buchanan  (Perthshire,  E.) ;  Answers,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) 1175 
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H.M.S.  "Minerva's"  Launch— Damage  to  Fishing  Boat.— Question,  Mr.  T. 
L.  Corbett  (Down,  N.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr. 
Arnold-Forster,  Belfast,  W.)  1176 

EosYTH    Naval   Base.— Question,   Mr.    Claude  Hay    (Shoreditch,    Hoxton)  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Arnold-Forster    ... ..  1177 

Rainfall  in  lND7A.-r-Question,  Sir  Manchcrjee  Bhownaggree  (Bethnal  Green, 
N.E.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing.)      1178 

The  Sugar   Convention.— Questions,   Mr.   Lough  (Islington,   W.)  and  Sir 
Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,   Forest  of  Dean);   Answer,  The  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham)       1178 

Church  Schools — Provision  of  Prayer  Books.— Question,  Sir  Charles 
Dilke ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
(Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  University)       1 180 

Appointments  under  the  Irish  Land  Bill.  —  Question,  Mr.  Murphy 
(Kerry,  E.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) 1180 

Upper  Masserene  Drainage  Tax.  —  Question,  Mr.  Joseph  Devlin  (Kil- 
kenny, N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 1180 

Aghaleb  Labourers'  C /it ages. — Question,   Mr.  Joseph   Devlin;    Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham 1181 

Gun  Licences  in  County  Galway. — Question,  Mr.  Charles  Devlin  (Galway) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1182 

Irish  Telephone  Service. — Questions,  M.  J.  F.  X  O'Brien  (Cork)  and  Mr. 
William  Abraham  (Cork  Co.,  N.E.) ;  Answers,  The  Postmaster  Geneml 
(Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire,  E.)         1182 

Fiscal  Inquiry. — Questions,  Mr.  Harwood  (Bolton) ;  Answers,  The  Prime 

Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  1183 

Alien  Immigration.— Question,  Mr.  Claude  Hay;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour   1184 

Sheep  Seab  BiU. — Lords  Ajnendment  to  be  considered  forthwith  ;  considered, 

and  agreed  to 1184 

Town    OounciLl    (Scotland)    BilL — Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 

forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to.  1184 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered  forth- 
with ;  considered,  and  agreed  to 1184 

Marine  Store  Dealers  ^Ireland)  Bill. — Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 

forthwith ;  oonsidereo,  and  agreed  to.  1185 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to  Revenue  Bill,  without 
Amendment. 

Amendments  made  by  this  House  to  the  Amendments  and  the 
Consequential  Amendments  to  Irish  Land  Bill,  without  Amendment,  and 
do  not  insist  on  their  Amendments  to  which  this  House  has  disagreed. 

That  they  have  agreed  to :  Consequential  Amendment  to  Licensing 
Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation  and  Amendment  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to :  Public  Buildings  Expenses  Bill,  Expiring 
Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Housins  of  the  Working  Classes  (No.  2)  Bill,  Patent 
Office  Extension  Bill,  without  Amendment. 
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Poor  Prisoners*  Defence  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

Amendment  to  Amendments  to :  County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension 
Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Light  Load  Line :  That  they  communicate  Copy  of  Report  from  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  by  their  Lordships  in  the  present  session  of 
Parliament,  together  with  the  Minutes  of  evidence,  Proceedings  of  the 
Committee,  etc.  1185 

KncHKN  AND  Refreshment  Rooms  (House  of  Commons). — First  Report 
brought  up  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  355.] 1185 

East  Indian  Revenue  Accounts. — Order  for  Committee  read. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord   Oeorge  HamiUon,  Middlesex, 

Ealing)  1185 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  Chair  (for  Committee  on  East  Indian  Revenue  Accounts).'' 

Mr,  Shacklefon  (Lancashirey  Clitheroe)      1210 

Sir  John  Eolleston  (Leicester)        ...         ...   1211 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  that,*  to  the  end  of  the  Question, 
in  order  to  add  the  words  *  this  House  is  of  opinion  that,  in  view  of 
the  satisfactory  Indian  Budgets  in  the  current  and  recent  years,  the 
duties  imposed  in  1894-5  on  manufactured  goods  imported  into  India 
should  be  abolished.' " — (Mr.  SharMeton,) 

Question  proposed,  '^  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
Question." 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Ea/rl  Percy,  Kensington,  S.)      ...  1218 

Mr.  Theodore  Taylor  {Lancashire,  Radcliffe)         '       1228 

Mr,  Herbert  JVhiteley  {Ashton-under-Lyne)  1 230 

Mr,  Ha/rwood  {Bolton)       1230 

Lieut-Colonel  George  Kem^  {Lancashire,  Heytvood)  1232 

Mr,  mnston  Churchill  {Oldham) 1232 

Mr,  Bryn  Roberts  {Carnarvonshire,  Eifion)  1234 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  98 ;  Noes,  30.     (Division  List  No.  263.) 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  Mancherjee  Bhoumaggree  {Bethnal  Ch'een,  N,E,)        1235 

Sir  Charles  DiUce  {Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)  1244 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  {Mr,  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  ...  1250 

Mr,  Herbert  Boberfs  {Denbighshire,  JF,) 1254 

And  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 

EVENING  SITTING, 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts. — Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned  debate 
on  Question  [13th  August],  "That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair 
(for  Committee  on  East  India  Revenue  Accounts)." 

Mr,  Herbert  Boberts  1254 

Sir  William  Eaitigan  {Lanc^kshire,  NE.)  1 256 
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Mr.  Buchanan  (PeHhshire,  E,)      1257 

Sir  Hmmrd  Vincent  (Sheffield,  Central) 1262 

lAetU.-Gdonel  George  Kemp  1265 

Sir  Michael  Foster  (London  Univei'sify) 1267 

Mr,  Herbert  Samuel  (Yorkshire,  Cleveland)  1269 

Mr.  Lambert  (Devonshire,  Soidh  Molton) 1270 

.    Dr.  Shipman  (Northampton)         1272 

Dr,  Thompson  (Monaghan,  N.)      1273 

Mr.  Osm/^  Williarm  (Merionethshire)     1273 

Mr.  Compton  Bickett  (Scarborough)  1274 

Lord  George  Hamilton       1275 

Mr.  MarMiam  (Nottinghamshire,  Mansfield)         1279 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  from  the  Accounts  presented  to  Parliament  that 
in  1901-2  the  revenue  of  India  amounted  to  £76,344,525,  the  ex- 
penditure charged  against  revenue  to  £71,394,282,  and  the  capital 
expenditure  not  charged  to  revenue  to  £4,071,152. — (Secretary  Lord 
George  Hamilton.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported. 
Uilitary  Lands  Bill — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to  ...  1280 

Penal  Serritude  Bill— Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged.    Bill 

withdrawn         1280 

Alkali  Etc.,  Works  Bill.— Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged. 

BiU  withdrawn 1280 

Poor  Prisoners  Defence  Bill. — Lords  Amendments.to  be  considered  forthwith ; 

considered,  and  agreed  to        1280 

Sittings  of  the  House. — Resolved,  That  this  House  do  meet  To-morrow  at  Ten 

of  the  aock— (^ir  A.  Acland-Hood) 1280 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  28th  day 
of  July,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  .House  without  Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  FRIDAY,  14th  AUGUST,  1903. 

RETURNS  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Colonies  (Annual). — No.  394  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands.    Report  for  1902   ...  1281 

Boiler  Explosions. — Report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  the 
working  of  the  Boiler  Explosions  Acts,  1882  and  1890,  with  appendices  (in 
continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper  [Cd.  1254])     1281 

British  and  Foreign  Trade  and  Industry. — Memoranda,  statistical  tables, 
and  charts  prepared  in  the  Board  of  Trade  with  reference  to  various 
matters  bearing  on  British  and  foreign  trade  and  industrial  conditions. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1281 

Preferential  and  Retaliatory  Duties. — Return  respecting.  Laid  before 
the  House  (pursuant  to  Order  of  Wednesday  last),  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  220)  i281 
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Subsidies  to  Shipping  Companies. — Returns  respecting.    Laid  before  the 

House  (pursuant  to  Order  of  yesterday),  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  221)    ...  1281 

South  Africa  (Shipment  of  Rails). — Return  respecting.    Laid  before  the 

House  (pursuant  to  Address  of  yesterday),  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  222)...  1281 

Locomotives  Act,  1865. — Return  respecting.  Laid  before  the  House  (pur- 
suant to  Address  of  yesterday),  and  to  be  printed    1281 

Military  Lands  Bill.. — Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the  Amendment 

agreed  to  1281 

Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  Bill. — Returned  from    the  Commons,  with  the 

Amendments  agreed  to  1281 

Consolidated  Fond  (Appropriation)  Bill.— Brought  from  the  Commons. 
Read  1*.  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended)  Bill 
read2*  (The  Earl  ofSelhome),  Committee  negatived.   Bill  read  3',  and  passed  1282 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 

House  resumed. 

Commission. — The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal  Assent : — 

1.  Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation). 

2.  London  Education. 

3.  Marriage  Legalisation. 

4.  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

5.  Railways  (Electrical  Power). 

6.  South  African  Loan  and  War  Contribution. 

7.  Military  Works. 

8.  Public  Works  Loans. 

9.  Isle  of  Man  (Customs). 

10.  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (No.  2). 

1 1 .  Public  Buildings  Expenses. 

1 2.  Expiring  Laws  Continuance. 

13.  Revenue. 

14.  Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation  and  Amendment. 

15.  Poor  Prisoners'  Defence. 

1 6.  County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension. 

17.  Motor  Cars. 

18.  Burgh  Police  (Scotland), 

19.  Town  Councils  (Scotland). 

20.  Sheep  Scab. 

21.  Irish  Land. 

22.  Employment  of  Children. 

23.  Military  Lands. 

24.  Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland). 

25.  Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation. 

i?6.  Lerwick  Harbour  Improvements  Act,  1877,  Amendment  Order  Con- 
firmation. 

27.  Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways  Order  Confirmrtion. 

28.  Auchterarder  Town  Council  Order  Confirmation. 

29.  Patent  Office  (Extension). 

30.  South  Staffordshire  Tramways. 

31.  Liverpool  University. 

32.  Bradford  Corporation. 

33.  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board. 

34.  Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich  Tramways. 

35.  Salford  Corporation. 
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36.  Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric  Power. 

37.  North  Western  Electricity  and  Power  Gas. 

38.  Hastings  Harbour. 

39.  Hastings  Harbour  District  Railway. 

40.  Scottish  Central  Electric  Power. 

41.  Mid  Yorkshire  Tramways. 

42.  Ban^r  Corporation. 

43.  South-Westem  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Railway. 

44.  Ebbw  Vale  Improvement. 

45.  Kingston  upon-Hull  Corporation. 

46.  Dover  Corporation. 

47.  Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire)  Sewerage  Board. 

48.  Stroud  and  District  Tramways. 

49.  Erith  Tramways  and  Improvement. 

50.  Great  Central  Railway. 

51.  Gkiteshead  Corporation. 

52.  South  Yorkshire  Joint  Railways. 
43.  North-Eastem  Railway. 

54.  Sheffield  Corporation. 

55.  Cork  Harbour. 

56.  Hainault  Forest 

57.  Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  Railway. 

58.  Coventry  Electric  Tramways. 

59.  Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway. 

60.  Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways. 

61.  Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Railways. 

62.  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply        1282 

The  King's  Speech. — His  Majesty's  Most  Gracious  Speech  was  delivered  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  (in  pursuance  of 
His  Majesty's  Command). 

Then  a  Commission  for  proroguing  Parliament  was  read. 

After  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  said — 

My  Lards  and  Gentlemeny 

By  virtue  of  His  Majesty's  Commission,  under  the  Great  Seal, 
to  us  and  other  Lords  directed,  and  now  read,  we  do,  in  His  Majesty's 
name,  and  in  obedience  to  His  Commands,  prorogue  this  Parliament 
to  Monday  the  Second  day  of  November  next,  to  be  then  here  holden ; 
and  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Monday  the  Second 
day  of  November  next. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  FRIDAY,  Uth  AUGUST,  1903. 
The  House  met  at  Ten  of  the  Clock. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

Light  L«)ad  Line. — Communicated  Paper  [presented   13th  August];  to  be 

printed.     [No.  356] 1287 

Boiler  Explosions  Acts,  1882  and  1890.— Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  the  working  of  the  Boiler  Ex- 
plosions Acts,  1882  and  1890,  with  Appendices  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table 1287 

Joint  Stock  Cobipanibs. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered  13th 
August  j  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour] :  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  357]  1287 
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Teachers*  Pension  Fund  (Ireland).— Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the 
Valuation  of  the  Teachers*  Pension  Fund  Ireland)  on  the  Slst  December 
1900  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Parliamentary  Papers.— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table,  List  of  the  Bills, 
Reports,  Estimates,  and  Accounts  and  Papers  printed  by  order  of  the 
House,  and  of  Papers  presented  by  Command,  Session  1903,  with  a 
General  Alphabetical  Index  thereto,  27th  Parliament,  Fourth  Session,  3rd 
Edward  VII.,  17th  February,  1903,  to  Uth  August,  1903  ;  to  be  printed. 
[No.  358]  1289 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSfVERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Shipments  of  Welsh  Coal  to  the  Far  East.— Question,  Mr.  D^  A.  Thomas 

(Merthyr  Tydvil) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour      1288 

Produce  of  UNriED  Kin^jdom  Supplied  for  War  Purposes  in  South 
Africa.— Question,  Mr.  Whitley  Thomson  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Skipton) ; 
Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 1288 

Commissions  in  King's  African  Rifles  for  Volunteers.— Question,  Mr. 

Corrie  Grant  (Warwickshire,  Rugby);  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick        1289 

Veterinary  Doctors— the  Army  Veterinary  Department.— Quesiion,  Mr. 

WiUiam  M'Killop  (Sligo,  N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick        1289 

Condition  of  Artillery  Horses  Exposed  to  Weather  at  Trawsfynydd 
Camp,  Merionethshire. — Question,  Mr.  Osmond  Williams  (Merioneth- 
shire);  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 1290 

Autumn  Cruise  of  Channel  Squadron.— Question,  Mr.  O'Doherty  (Donegal, 

N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster      1290 

Erection  of  Buoy  on  Tuns  Bank,  Lough  Foyle.— Question,  Mr.  O'Doherty ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 1290 

Alleged  Desertion  from  Steamship  "  Romford  "  at  Madagascar. — Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Robson  (South  Shields) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour     1291 

Delay  in  Telegram  to  Colombo.— Question,  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton  (Canter- 
bury);  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain     1291 

Approximate  Values  of  Brfiish  Agricultural  Productions. — Question, 

Mr.  Lambert  (Devonshire,  South  Molton) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes    1292 

Loss  on  Working  of  Pacific  Cable. — Question,  Captain  Clive  (Hereford- 
shire, Ross) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie     1293 

Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Act. — Working  of 
Section  17,  Sub-section  (a). — Question,  Mr.  O'Doherty;  Answer,  Mr. 
Wyndham         1294 

Erection  of  Goods  Shed  at  Rashenny  Station. — Question,  Mr.  O'Doherty ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1295 

Assimilation  of  Salaries  in  Irish  Agricultural  Departments.— Question, 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.);  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham       1295 

Sale  of  Glebe  Lands  at  Maghery,  County  Donegal. — Question,  Mr.  Hugh 

Law  (Donegal,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1295 

Construction  of  New  Pier  at  Buncrana,  on  Lough  Swilly.— Question, 

Mr.  ODoherty;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham      ...         1296 
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Evictions  on  the  Massarken  Estate,  County  I^outh. — Question,  Mr.  Nolan 

(Louth,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1296 

Commissions  in  the  Regular  Army— Regulations  for  Milit!A  Officers.— 

Question,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  (Hampshire,  Fareham) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick     1296 

Clekks  in  the  High  Courts  of  Justice— Age  Limit— Extension  to 
Ireland. — Question,  Mr.  William  Abraham  (Cork  County,  N.R) :  Answer, 
Mr.  Elliot  ...         ...         ...         1297 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill  [Third  Reading].  -Order  for 
Third  Beading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time." 

Mr,  Lloyd-Oeorge  {Carnarvon  Boroughs) 1297 

Mr.  Bobson  {South  Shields)  1301 

Mr,  Broadkwrst  {Leicester)  ..  1302 

Mr,  George  WhUe  {Norfolk,  N,W,)  1303 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education  {Sir  William  Anson, 

Oxford  University)     1307 

Mr,  T.  P,  ffCo/mor  {Liverpool,  Scotland) 1312 

Mr,  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S,) 1314 

The  Prime  Minister  ana  First  Lord  of  the  IWeasury  (Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour, 

Manchester,  E,)  1321 

Mr.  Wvnston  Churchill  {Oldham) 1327 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  {Comtoall,  Camborne)  .         ...  1332 

Mr.  Mwrphy  {Kerry,  E.) 1333 

Mr.  NoUm  {Louth,  S,)       1335 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  {Mr.  Wyndham,  Dove7') 1335 

Mr,  Deimy  {Queen^s  Cotmty,  Ossory)        1336 

Mr,  Markham  {NottingJiamshire,  Man^Ui)         1337 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to— ^ 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill,  without  Amendment.  ...  1838 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners. 

The  House  went ;  and  the  Boyal  Assent  was  given  to  a  number  of 
Bills.     (See  page  1282.) 

And  afterwards  His  Majesty's  most  Gracious  Speech  was  delivered  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  bv  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  (in  pur- 
suance of  His  Majesty's  (Jommands). 

Then  a  Commission  for  proroguing  the  Parliament  was  read. 

After  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  said — 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

By  virtue  of  His  Majesty's  Commission,  under  the  Great  Seal,  to 
us  and  other  Lords  directea,  and  now  read,  we  do,  in  His  Majesty's 
name,  and  in  obedience  to  His  Commands,  prorogue  this  Parliament 
to  Mond^,  the  Second  day  of  November  next,  to  be  then  here  holden ; 
and  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Monday  the  Second 
day  of  November  next. 

End  of  the  Fourth  Session  of  the  27th  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  third  year  of  the  Reign  of  His 
Majesty,  King  Edward  VH. 

End  of  Table  of  Contents  to  Volume  CXXVH. 
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-^  United   Kingdom   of   GREAT   BRITAIN  and    IRELAND,    in   the 
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<^ 


HIS    MAJESTY    KING    EDWARD    VIL 


TENTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Thursday,  Qth  August,  1903. 


8                      NEfF  PEERS. 
I  

I  Sir  Edward  Levy-Lawson,  Baronet, 
^  having  been  created  Baron  Bumham  of 
Hall  Sam,  in  the  parish  of  Beaconsfield, 
^  in  the  county  of  Buckingham,  was  (in 
^  the  usual  manner)  introduced. 

^      Michael  Biddulph,  Esquire,  having 

^  been  created  Baron  Biddulph  of  Ledbury, 

^  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  was  (in  the 

e  usual  manner)  introduced. 


George  Thomas  John  Sotheron- 
Estcourt,  Esquire,  having  been  created 
Baron  Estcourt  of  Estcourt,  in  the  parish 
of  Shipton-Movne,  in  the  county  of 
Gloucester,  and  of  Darrington  in  the 
West  Biding  of  the  county  of  York,  was 
(in  the  usual  manner)  introduced. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  Railway 
Bill.     Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments ; 
VOL.  CXXVIL    [Fourth  Series.] 


further  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Ireland  Development  Grant  Bill; 
Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  ;  Lerwick  Harbour 
Improvements  Act,  1877,  Amendment 
Order  Confirmation  Bill.  Brought 
from  the  Commons. 

Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill  [H.L.].  Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to. 

South      Shields     Corporation      Bit. 
Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

East  Ham  Improvement  Bill. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to,  with  an  Amend- 
ment ;  the  said  Amendment  considered 
and  agreed  to. 

Wick  and  Pulteney  Harbours  Order 
Confirmation  Bill.  Read  3^  (according 
to  Order),  and  passed. 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways 
Order  Confirmation  BQl  [No.  196]; 
Lerwick    Harbour    Improvements  Act» 
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1877,  Amendment  Order  Confirmation 
BUI  [No.  196].  Read  P ;  to  be  printed, 
and  (pursuant  to  the  Private  Legislature 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899)  deemed 
to  have  been  read  2*  {The  Lord  Balfour) ; 
and  reported  from  the  Committee ;  and 
to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


COMMERCIAL  No.  7  (1903). 
Reports  from  His  Majesty's  represen- 
tatives on  navigable  inland  waterways 
in  Austria-Hungary,   Belgium,    France, 
Grermany,  and  the  Netherlands. 

PRISONS  (IRELAND). 
Twenty-fifth   Report  of  the  Greneral 
Prisons  Board  (Ireland),  1902-1903. 

INTERNATIONAX    MERCANTILE 
MARINE  COMPANY  AND  OTHERS. 

Agreement,  dated  Ist  August,  1903. 
between  the  Admiralty  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  the  International  Mercantile 
Marine  Company  and  the  Oceanic  Steam 
Navigation  Company,  Limited,  Frederick 
Leyland  and  Company,  1900,  Limited, 
the  British  and  North  Atlantic  Steam 
Navigation  Company,  Limited,  the 
Mississippi  and  Dominion  Steamship 
Company,  Limited,  the  Atlantic  Transport 
Company,  Limited,  and  the  International 
Navigation  Company,  Limited. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (IRELAND). 
Thirty-fifth    report    of    the    Deputy- 
Keeper   of  the  Records,   for  the    year 
1902. 

SEA      FISHERIES      (ENGLAND      AND 
WALES). 

Seventeenth  I  annual  report  of  the 
inspectors,  for  1902. 

SALMON  AND  FRESHWATER 
FISHERIES  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

Forty-second  annual  report  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Fisheries  (England  and 
Wales)  for  1902. 

RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 
General  report  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
upon  the  accidents  that  have  occurred 
on  the  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  year  1902. 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered 
1 0  He  on  the  Table. 


I  POST  OFFICE  SITES  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment,  and 
committed  ^to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

IRELAND  DEVELOPMENT  GRANT 
BILL. 

'I:  Read  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  Ic 
read  2*  to-morrow. — (The  Earl  of  Den- 
high).    (No.  194.) 


THE  STANDING  ORDERS. 
The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  move  certain  Amendments  in  the 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House,  as  is  usual 
at  the  end  of  the  session.  My  noble 
friend  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  asked 
me  to  move  certain  Amendments  that 
would  give  effect  to  the  proposed  legisla- 
tion transferring  the  Fisheries  to  tho 
Board  of  Agriculture,  but  I  regret  that 
as  the  Bill  has  not  yet  become  an  Act  it 
is  impossible  to  do  that.  I  take  it  that 
as  the  Board  of  Agriculture  will  have  all 
the  functions  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
have  now  with  regard  to  Fisheries,  it  is 
quite  clear  that  any  notices  that  are  sent 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  will  be  immediately 
forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in 
the  natural  course  of  things,  and  as  soon 
as  possible  next  session  the  Standing 
Orders  will,  of  course,  be  amended.  The 
first  Amendment  of  the  Standing  Orders 
on  the  Paper  refers  to  the  deposit  of 
certain  maps  in  the  case  of  Bills  for  the 
taking  of  water  supply.  It  is  an  Amend- 
ment that  has  been  asked  for  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  very  reasonable  one.  The 
second  Amendment  secures,  in  cases 
where  a  parish  has  no  parish  council  and 
]>lans  and  sections  have  only  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  clerk  of  the  district 
council,  that  they  shall  also  now  be 
deposited  with  the  chairman  of  the 
parish  meeting.  The  next  Amendment 
is  of  rather  more  importance.  When 
Lord  Newton  called  attention  some  time 
ago  to  the  delay  that  took  place  in  the 
progress  of  legislation  at  the  beginning 
of  every  session,  I  undertook —and  I  had 
intended  to  take  this  course  for  a  long 
time — to  see  if,  with  regard  to  private 
Bills,  the  period  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  when  nothing  could  be  done, 
could  not  be  shortened.  The  object  of 
this  Amendment  of  the  Standing  Orders 
has  that  in  view.     Instead  of  regulating 
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the  period  for  depositing  petitions  ac- 
eordin^  to  the  Second  E^ing  of  Bills, 
a  fixed  date  is  taken.  In  the  House  of 
Commons  the  date  is  12th  February.  As  I 
am  told  that  it  would  cause  confusion  if  the 
petitions  on  all  Bilb  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment wore  taken  on  the  same  day,  I  have 
made  it  a  week  later  in  the  case  of 
petitions  to  this  House.  All  petitions  in 
respect  to  BiUs  which  are  presented  for  the 
the  first  time  to  the  House  will  have  to  be 
lodged  by  19th  February.  I  believe  that 
will  gain  us  certainly  ten  days,  and  the 
OppcSed  Bills  Committees  will  be  able 
easily  to  start-  work  in  the  first  week  in 
March  in  future  sessions.  These  are  the 
only  important  matters  to  which  I  need 
refer,  and  I  beg  leave  to  move  that  the 
Amendments  be  agreed  to. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Standing  Orders  be 
amended  as  follows — 

*  New  Standing  Order :  25c.  Where,  under 
the  powers  of  any  Bill,  any  water  may  be 
taken,  collected,  or  impounded  fur  the  purpose 
of  a  ^vater  supplv,  the  Promoters  shaH,  on  or 
before  the  30tn  November,  deposit  at  the  Office 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  also  at 
the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  an 
Ordnance  map  on  the  scale  of  6  inches  to  a 
mile,  showing  by  a  distinguishing  mark  the 
position  of  each  reservoir,  well,  conduit,  or 
other  work  proposed  to  be  authorised  by  the 
Bill ;  and  where  the  proposed  source  of  supply 
is  a  river,  stream,  or  lake,  an  Ordnance  map 
on  the  scale  of  not  lees  than  1  inch  to  a  mile, 
showing  by  a  clearly  marked  line  the  catch- 
ment area  or  gathering  ground  from  which  the 
-waters  are  derived.  Where,  under  the  powers 
of  any  Bill,  it  is  proposed  to  supply  with  water 
any  area  not  previously  inolnaed  within  the 
Promoters'  limits  of  supply,  the  Promoters 
shall  similarly  deposit  an  Ordnance  map  on  the 
scale  of  1  inch  to  a  mile,  showing  respectively 
the  existing  limits  of  supply  and  the  area  pro- 
posed to  be  added  thereto. 

*  29,  Where,  under  the  powers  of  any  Bill, 
4iny  work  is  intended  to  be  made,  maintained, 
varied,  extended  or  enlarged,  or  any  lands  or 
houses  may  be  taken  or  used  compulsorily,  or 
an  improvement  charge  may  be  imposed,  a  copy 
of  so  much  of  the  said  plans  and  sections  as 
relates  to  any  of  the  areas  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, together  with  a  copy  of  so  much  of  the 
book  of  i«iference  as  relates  to  such  area, 
«hall,  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  November, 
be  deposited  with  the  officer  respectively  here- 
inafter meniioned,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  case  of 
— (rf)  Any  parish  in  England  or  Wales  com- 
prised in  a  rural  district  and  not  having  a 
parish  council,  with  the  chairman  of  the  parish 
meeting  and  with  the  clerk  of  the  district 
council. 

*  92.  No  petition  praying  to  be  heard  upon 
the  merits  against  any  Local  Bill  or  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  Bill  ori^nating  in  this 
House  shall  be  received  bjr  this  House  unless 
^he  same  is  presented  by  being  deposited  in  the 


Private  Bill  Office  before  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  in  the  case  of  Local  Bilb  on  or 
before  the  19th  of  February,  and  in  the  ccues 
of  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bills  or  Bills 

S resented  on  petition  and  originating  in  this 
[ouse,  on  or  before  the  seventh  day  after  the 
day  on  which  such  Bill  has  been  read  a  second 
time. 

*  I05a.  Where  any  body  of  persons  oor{>orate 
or   unincorporate  sufficiently  representing  a 

S articular  trade,  business,  or  interest  in  any 
istrict  to  which  any  Railwajr  Bill  relates, 
petition  against  the  Bill,  alleging  that  such 
trade,  business,  or  interest  will  be  injuriously 
affected  by  the  rates  and  fares  proposed  to  l>e 
authorised  by  the  Bdl,  it  shall  be  competent 
for  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  is 
referred,  if  they  think  fit,  to  hear  the  petition- 
ers or  their  counsel  or  agents  and  witnesses  on 
such  allegation  against  the  Bill,  or  any  part 
thereof,  or  against  the  rates  and  fares  propose  I 
to  be  authorised  by  the  same. 

'  105c.  Where  the  council  of  any  adminis- 
trative county  or  county  borough  or  being  a 
Joint  Committee  of  Councils  of  c^ministrative 
counties  or  county  boroughs  petition  against 
a  Bill,  ailing  tnat  such  county  or  county 
borough  or  some  part  thereof  will  hd  injuriously 
affected  by  the  Bill,  it  shall  be  competent  for 
the  Select  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill  is 
referred,  if  they  think  fit,  to  hear  such 
petitioners  or  their  counsel  or  agents  and 
witnesses  on  such  allegation  against  the  Bill 
or  any  part  thereof.' " — (The  Earl  of  Morley.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Standing  Orders  amended  accordingly, 
and  to  be  printed  as  amended.  (No.  197.) 
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House  in  Committee  (accoi-ding  to 
order). 

[The  Earl  of  Morley  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1. 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN,  who  had 
several  Amendments  on  the  Paper  to 
Clause  1,  intimated  that  he  intended  to 
withdraw  them  with  a  view  to  bringing 
them  up  on  the  Report  stage. 

Amendments,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  moved  to  insert 
after  the  words,  *'If  the  foregoing 
provisions  are  not  complied  with,  the 
Land  Commission  may"  the  following 
words,  "in  the  case  of  a  holding  ex* 
ceptionally  situated,"  so  as  to  provide 
that  in  such  special  cases  the  Com- 
mission might — subject  to  the  limitations 
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of  the  Land  Purchase  Act— sanction  the 
advance.  He  said  that  the  Amendment 
did  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  nor  with  the 
arrangements  in  Clause  1,  as  it  at  pre- 
sent stood.  It  was  only  intended  to 
make  things  clear,  and  was  put  forward 
with  a  view  of  increasing  the  probability 
of  the  correct  working  of  the  Bill.  Sub- 
section 2  was  introduced  to  meet  excep- 
tional cases,  and,  as  the  noMe  Duke  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  had  stated  on  the 
Second  Reading,  it  was  only  intended  to 
apply  to  inferior  classes  of  holdinga 
ms  object  in  moving  the  Amendment 
was  to  make  this  quite  clear.  Seeing 
the  maximum  reduction  in  the  "  zone  *' 
relaxed,  the  smaller  class  of 
tenant  purchasers  might  be  induced 
to  press  for  more  favourable  terms, 
which  would  have  to  be  refused  by  the 
landlords.  He  feared  that  if  the  Amend- 
ment was  not  accepted  there  was  a 
danger  of  a  renewal  of  agitation.  He 
was  in  Ireland  recently,  and  everyone  to 
whom  he  spoke  on  the  subject  expressed 
dissatisfaction  at  the  relaxation  of  the 
"zone.**  He  trusted  the  (j^overnment 
would  accept  the  Amendment.  The 
second  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name,  which  he  would  move  after  the 
first  had  been  dealt  with,  was  in  the 
interests  of  the  remainder-man,  who 
might  also  suffer  severely,  and  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  at  large. 

Amendment  moved— 

**In  page  2,  line  5,  after  the  word  'Com- 
mission '  to  insert  the  words  '  in  the  case  of  a 
holding  exceptionally  circnmstanced.'  *' — 
(Lord  Clonhroch) 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
The  Government  do  not  think  that  the 
Amendment  suggested  by  the  noble  Lord 
would  be  any  improvement  upon  the 
terms  of  the  clause.  We  fully  believe 
that  the  cases  which  will  come  under 
this  sub-section  uill  be  exceptional. 
They  will  be  exceptional  for  the  reason 
that  such  cases  will  be  carried  through 
with  much  more  delay  and  difficulty 
than  the  cases  which  come  under  the 
zone,  inasmuch  as  in  cases  where  less 
than  the  minimum  reduction  is  agreed 
upon  it  will  be  necessary  that  the 
Estates    Commissioners    should     enter 

Ijord  Clonh'och 


into  a  full  examination  of  the  case 
with  the  object  of  seeing  that  the* 
security  for  the  Government  is  suffi- 
cient. In  the  other  class  of  cases,  where- 
the  reduction  exceeds  the  maximum 
reduction  provided  for  in  the  zone; 
similar  examination  by  the  Commis^ 
sioners  will  be  necessary  for  the^ 
protection  of  those,  besides  the  owner, 
who  have  an  interest  in  the  estate, 
and  on  such  examination  all  who  have 
any  interest  in  the  estate,,  will  have 
a  claim  to  be  heard.  We  believe, 
therefore,  that  in  these  circumstancea 
the  case  will  be  exceptional,  but 
nothing  would  be  gained  by  requiring 
the  Estates  Commissioners  to  make  a 
specific  declaration  that  the  case  was 
an  exceptional  one.  The  circumstances 
of  the  exceptional  character  of  the  case 
are  proved,  in  the  first  place,  by  the  parties 
having  arrived  at  an  Hgreement  outside 
the  zone,  and  in  the  next  place  by  the 
fact  that  the  Commissioners  have 
assented  to  such  an  agreement,  and 
have  advanced  the  money  upon  iL 
That  is  far  more  effective  security 
for  what  the  noble  Earl  desires 
—namely,  that  these  cases  ^hall  only 
be  treated  exceptionally,  than  any 
words  such  as  he  suggests  should  be  put 
into  the  clause.  The  words  ''excep- 
tionally circumstanced"  have  no  legal 
significance,  and  could  have  no  binding 
effect  upon  the  Commissioners.  We 
consider  also  that  the  Amendment  of  the 
noble  Lord  might  very  possibly  have  the 
effect  of  acting  prejudicially  to  the  land- 
lords, because  it  would  give  a  handle  te 
anyone  who  wished  to  create  an  agitation 
to  ask  that  any  case  which  could  be 
ascertained  to  resemble  that  which  had 
been  declared  to  be  an  exceptional  one 
by  the  Commissioners  should  be  treated 
in  exactly  the  same  way.  We  believe 
that  the  words  will  be  no  protection  to 
landlords,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
might  act  prejudicially.  Therefore  I 
regret  we  are  unable  to  accept  the 
Amendment. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  hoped 
the  noble  Lord  would  not  press  the 
Amendment  because  it  seemed  to  him 
that  it  would  rather  defeat  his  own 
object,  which  was  to  make  the  matter 
clearer.  The  Amendment  wouW  tend 
rather   to  confuse   the   position.     The 
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clause  as  it  now  stood  was  the 
result  of  a  compromise  arrived  at 
in  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
and  as  it  now  stood  it  seemed  to  him  to 
be  very  {dain.  All  the  transactions 
which  came  within  the  sone  were  sanc- 
tioned without  any  inqmry,  but  if  they 
fell  without  the  sone,  they  would 
have  to  be  inquired  into  and  settled 
after  hearing  all  the  persons  interested, 
and  if  the  Uommissioners  were  satisfied 
that  the  price  agreed  upon  was  equitable. 
That  was  perfectly  clear  and  distinct, 
but  if  the  Commissioners  had  also  to 
decide  whether  a  holding  was  exception- 
ally circumstanced  or  not,  he  did  not  know 
how  they  would  do  it.  He  did  not  know 
what  was  meant  by  **  exceptionally 
circumstanced,'*  and  it  was  obvious 
that  the  Commissioners  would  have  to 
make  an  exhaustive  inquiry  to  arrive 
at  any  decision  upon  that  point.  He 
hoped  the  Amendment  would  be  with- 
drawn. ,., 

♦The  Earl  of  WESTMEATH  said  that 
he,  on  the  other  hand,  would  urge  his 
boble  friend  to  press  the  Amendment. 
Clause  1  was  now  in  an  entirely  different 
position  from  what  it  was  when  the  Bill 
was  introduced.  The  noble  Earl  who 
had  just  sat  down  had  used  the  word 
'*  compromise,*'  but  he  failed  to  find  in 
any  dictionary  that  that  word  was 
<lefined  to  be  the  giving  way  of  one  side 
where  it  had  got  nothing.  He  would  like 
to  see  the  clause  restored  to  its  original 
form,  but  at  this  late  period  of  the  session 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to  move 
an  Amendment  with  that  object.  The 
Amendment  of  his  noble  friend  was  a 
very  reasonable  one,  and  would  make  it 
more  difficult  for  people  to  go  outside 
the  zones.  He  and  others  who  lived  in 
the  West  of  Ireland  believed  that  great 
attempts  would  be  made  to  make  this 
the  rule  and  not  the  exception,  and 
therefore  they  regarded  the  Amendment 
as  affording  them  a  certain  amount  of 
protection.  The  Bill,  in  the  eyes  of 
many,  had  been  entirely  spoiled  by  the, 
to  them,  unnecessary  concessions  of  the 
Chief  Secretary. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne)  did  not  think  the  noble 
Lord    who    spoke    last    answered   the 


dilemma  put  to  the  House  by  the  noble 
Duke.  The  noble  Lord  had  made  his 
object  perfectly  clear.  It  was  to  obtain 
some  security  that  these  transactions 
outside  the  zones  would  not  be  per- 
mitted unless  exceptional  circumstances 
were  really  present ;  but  what  security 
would  the  words  proposed  by  the  noble 
Lord  give  him  1  If  the  words  were 
added  to  the  clause,  the  Land  GommiB- 
sioners  would  then  be  in  this  position — 
they  would  have  to  specify  what  the 
exceptional  circumstances  were.  They 
might  do  so  in  general  language.  They 
might  say,  **  We  regard  this  case  as  an 
exceptional  case,  and,  on  the  whole, 
it  does  not  seem  to  us  to  be  one  which 
falls  within  the  scope  of  the  zones." 
That  would  not  help  noble  Lords  in  the 
least.  It  would  leave  them  where  they 
were.  But  supposing  they  went  further 
and  said  that  it  was  an  exceptional  case 
because  of  the  situation  of  the  estate, 
the  character  of  the  soil,  its  inaccessi- 
bility, or  reasons  of  that  sort.  The 
moment  such  a  decision  had  been  pro- 
mulgated by  the  Land  Commission,  a 
precedent  would  have  been  set  up 
which  would  be  very  inconvenient  to 
other  vendors  of  similarly  circumstanced 
estates,  and  it  would  follow  that  in 
all  similar  cases,  transactions  outside 
the  limits  of  the  zones  would  be 
permissible.  That  he  did  not  think 
would  be  regarded  as  in  accordance  with 
the  views  of  noble  Lords  who,  like 
the  mover  of  the  Amendment,  desired 
to  lestrict,  as  far  as  possible,  trans- 
actions outside  the  hmits  of  the  zones. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  pointed  out  that 
in  his  Amendment  "  specific  "  grounds 
were  stated,  not  "general"  grounds. 
What  he  was  anxious  about  was  that 
these  transactions  should  be  the  exception 
and  not  the  rule,  and  he  was  afraid  that, 
especially  in  his  own  part  of  Ireland,  where 
agitation  had  been  rife  in  the  not  very 
distant  past,  the  smaller  class  of  tenants 
j  would  imagine  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Act  that  the  zones  should  be 
relaxed,  not  only  in  exceptional  cases, 
but  in  a  more  general  manner.  He  wished 
the  specific  grounds  to  be  stated  by  the 
Commissioners  in  order  to  discourage 
any  belief  that  the  zone  limits  could 
be  relaxed  freely.  He  felt  compelled  to 
press  his  Amenament. 
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*the  lord  chancellor  of  ire- 

LAND  (Lord  Ashbourne)  did  not  think 
the  words  which  Lord  Clonbrock  proposed 
to  introduce  would,  or  could,  effect  the 
object  the  noble  Lord  had  in  view.  The 
word  "  exceptional "  was,  after  all,  vague 
and  indefinite ;  it  had  no  precise  meaning. 
The  Estates  Commissioners  might  declare 
that,  having  heard  all  parties  interested, 
they  found  an  exceptional  case.  What 
assistance  would  that  be  to  his  noble 
friend  ? 

Lord  CLONBROCK  :    They    would 
have  to  state  the  specific  grounds. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  they  might 
possibly  say  that,  haying  heard  all 
the  parties,  and  having  weighed  and 
balanced  the  evidence,  they  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  desirable  in 
that  case  to  make  an  exception,  and  to 
deal  with  it  outside  the  zones.  Where 
would  his  noble  friend  be  then  1  He 
would  not  have  advanced  a  step 
towards  obtaim'ng  the  information  he 
desired,  and  yet  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners would  appear  to  have  satisfied 
the  terms  of  the  noble  Lord's  Amendment. 
In  those  circumstances,  he  hoped  the 
Amendment  would  be  withdrawn. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  said  that  he  was, 
of  course,  unable  to  say  what  the  legal 


meaning  of  the  word  **  exceptional ''  wasr 
but  he  thought  the  terms  of  the  Amend* 
ment  would  be  perfectly  understood  by 
the  general  pubOc,  and  would  show  that 
they  could  only  hope  for  this  exceptional 
financial  treatment  in  exceptional  circum* 
stances. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said  the 
Bill  was  an  entirely  voluntary  measure^ 
and  in  theory,  at  least,  the  vendor  must 
be  at  liberty,  if  he  was  the  absolute  owner 
of  the  property,  to  sell  it  to  anyone  he 
liked,  or  to  give  it  away.  The  object  of 
the  limit  was  to  prevent  improvident 
sales  and  to  protect  other  people  inter- 
ested in  the  estates.  Surely  the  Bill  aa 
it  stood  was  perfectly  logical,  and  met 
the  whole  case,  because  it  said  that  if  the 
owner  proposed  to  sell  at  a  price  lower 
than  the  limit  in  the  Bill,  the  Land  Com- 
mission would  have  to  satisfy  themselvea 
that  it  was  not  an  improvident  bargain,, 
and  that  the  other  persons  interested  in 
the  estate  were  not  damaged.  He  thought 
it  would  be  a  great  pity  to  disturb  th& 
Clause  as  it  stood  by  the  insertion  of  the: 
Amendment. 

On  Question 

Their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents^ 
58 ;  Not  Contents,  59. 
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Estconrt,  L. 
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Mount-Earl.) 
Kenyon,  L. 
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Lawrenoe^  L. 

Lindley,  L. 

Ludlow,  L. 

Lyveden,  L. 

Monk  Bretton,  L. 

Monk  Stephen,  L. 

Powersoourt,  L.    {V.  Powers-: 

court.) 
Ribblesdale,  L. 
Sandhurst,  L. 
Saye  and  Sele,  L. 
Stanmore,  L. 
Tweedmouth,  L. 
Welby,  L. 
Wentworth,  L. 
Windsor,  L. 
Wolverton,  L. 


Lord  CLONBROCK  said  that  con- 
siderable  importance  was  attached  to  the 
next  Amendment  standing  in  his  name, 
and  he  hoped  the  noble  Duke  would  be 
able  to  accept  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  2,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  afore- 
said '  to  msert  the  words  '  provided  that  it 
an^  person  interested  in  the  estate  makes  a^pli- 
eation  to  the  Land  Commission  in  the  presonbed 
manner,  Uie  order  sanctionins  the  advance  shall 
set  forth  the  specific  grounds  for  dealing  with 
the  case  under  this  sub-section  instead  of  under 
the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section.'  *' — 
{Lord  ClonbrocK.) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  I  am 
advised  that  the  wording  of  this  Amend- 
ment would  not  effect  its  apparent 
object  The  object  of  the  Amendment 
appears  to  be  to  provide  that  the  Land 
Commission,  where  they  sanction  an 
advance  outside  the  ''zones,'' are  to  state 
their  reasons  for  considering  the  price 
equitable;  but  the  Amendment,  as 
drafted,  wouW  merely  require  the  Land 
Commission  to  state  the  reasons  for 
dealing  with  the  case  under  the  second 
sub-section,  and  the* reasons  would,  of 
course,  be  that  the  advance  was  not 
within  the  zone.  Although  we  object 
to  the  Amendment  from  the  point  of 
view  of  drafting,  we  also  object  to  it  in 
substance,  partly  for  the  reason  which  I 
have  already  stated,  that  in  our  opinion 
it  would  not  be  to  the  advantage  but 
would  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
a  great  many  of  the  landlords  selling 
under  this  clause.  We  think  that  if  the 
Commissioners  were  compelled,  as  the 
noble  Lord  desires,  to  state  specific 
reasons  for  treating  a  sale  as  an  excep- 
tional case,  those  specific  reasons  would 
be  taken  advantage  of  by  any  one  who 
wished  to  agitate  in  the  direction   of 


reducing  the  instalments  beyond  the 
Umits  provided  in  the  zones  ;  and  if 
in  any  case  any  circumstances  analogous 
to  those  which  had  already  been  decided 
by  the  Commissioners  could  be  brought 
forward  that  would  be  made  the  ground 
for  a  reduction  of  price  beyond  that 
provided  throughout  the  zone.  As  the 
Bill  stands  the  Commissioners  will,  in 
every  case,  have  to  exercise  an  independ- 
ent judgment  on  the  circumstances  of 
each  individual  case.  If,  however,  they 
had  been  compelled  to  fetter  themselves 
by  giving  reasons  in  a  previous  decision 
they  might  find  it  very  difficult  to 
escape  from  giving  a  similar  decision  in 
any  case  brought  within  the  purview  of 
that  decision.  I  think  it  would  be  un- 
desirable to  fetter  them  in  that  way. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  thought  that 
every  man  would  imagine  that  he  had  a 
right  to  this  special  treatment,  and  that 
the  adoption  of  the  clause  as  it  stood 
would  lead  to  agitation  in  every  case, 
which  was  seriously  to  be  deprecated. 
He  would  prefer  agitation  in  a  limited 
area  rather  than  all  over  the  country. 
The  Amendment  was  one  of  great  im- 
portance, and  he  could  not  accept  as 
satisfactory  the  reasons  given  by  the 
noble  Duke  for  refusing  to  accept  it. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE 
said  the  sub-section  as  it  read  only  pro- 
vided that  the  remainder  man  haa  a 
right  to  be  heard.  He  was  to  receive  no 
grounds  for  the  decision  arrived  at.  If 
the  Amendment  was  accepted,  the  re- 
mainder man  would  get  some  reason  or 
other  given  in  the  case  where  he  objected 
to  treatment  being  allowed  outside  the 
zones.  The  noble  Duke  seemed  to  think 
that  it  would  not  pay  t^e  landlords  as 
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a  body  to  have  publicity  in  connection 
with  these  cases.  He  thought  that 
would  be  a  very  good  argument  if  the 
noUe  Duke  was  always  going  to  be  in 
power,  but  there  were  two  Parties  in  the 
State,  and  they  felt  very  strongly  that 
as  the  Estates  Commissioners  were  to  be 
Executive  officers  they  ought  to  know 
what  they  were  doing  and  the  reasons 
that  were  actuating  them  in  their 
decisions.  They  were  afraid  that  some 
day  they  might  get,  as  they  had  often 
had  before,  a  Chief  Secretary  who  was 
not  only  not  friendly,  but  very  unfriendly, 
to  their  interests,  and  that  the  Estates 
Commissioners  would  be  encouraged  to 
effect  sales  below  the  limits.  For  that 
reason  they  felt  that  the  more  publicity 
they  had  the  better.  He  hoped  his  noble 
friend  would  press  his  Amendment  to  a 
division. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  asked  the  noble 
Earl  who  had  just  sat  down  to  consider 
the  class  of  opinion  he  might  possibly  get 
if  the  Amendment  were  adopted.  The 
Estates  Commissioners  would  be  told  by 
the  Amendment  to  state  the  specific 
grounds.  They  might  seek  to  do  that 
by  saying  that,  having  regard  to  the 
provisions  of  the  sub-sectioo,  and  having 
heard  everyone  who  had  a  right  to  be 
heard,  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  a  case  in  which  they  could  re- 
lax the  zone  limits.  The  Estates  Com- 
missioners in  the  discharge  of  their  duties 
were  necessarily  given  the  widest  possible 
discretion.  If  the  parties  were  dissatis- 
fied with  the  grounds  of  a  decision  the 
Amendment  would  give  them  no  remedy. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE 
pointed  out  that  as  the  Bill  now  stood 
they  were  not  called  upon  to  give  any 
groimds  for  their  decision  at  all.  If  they 
gave  the  grounds,  and  those  grounds  were 
insufficient,  he  wanted  an  opportunity  of 
attackiag  them  in  Parliament  on  those 
grounds.  He  wanted  that  opportunity 
of  attacking  them  if  they  did  not  carry 
out  the  Act  fairly.  i 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  contended  that  if 
the  Estates  Commissioners  gave  a  decision 
in  the  form  suggested  by  uie  noble  and 


learned  Lord  the  Lord  Chancellor  for 
Ireland,  they  would  not  be  complying 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Amendment^ 
which  required  that  they  should  set  forth 
the  specific  «t>und8  for  dealing  with  the 
case  under  the  sub-section. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  did  not 
agree  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  for 
Ireland  that  the  answer  which  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  had  put  into  the  mouths 
of  the  Commissioners  would  be  a  good 
answer.  He  thought  it  would  be  an 
evasive  answer.  He  believed  that  if  the 
Estates  Commissioners  were  told  by  Par- 
liament to  give  the  specific  grounds  on 
which  their  decision  was  foimded,  they 
would  do  their  best  to  comply  with  the 
direction. 

The  Duke  of  MANCHESTER 
asked  if  it  was  not  the  case  that  the 
Judges  of  the  High  Court  gave  their 
reasons  for  their  decisions.  If  it  was  so, 
he  did  not  see  why  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners should  not  give  their  reasons. 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 
said  the  Amendment  was  moved  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  adherence,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  the  limits  of  the  zone. 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN  thought  both 
parties  had  a  right  to  know  the  facts  on 
which  the  Commissioners  based  their 
dedsion. 

The  Dukb  of  DEVONSHIRE: 
Before  the  Committee  divides  I  should 
Uke  to  endeavour  to  explain  a  little 
more  fully  the  grounds  apon  which  we 
cannot  accept  the  Amendment  My 
point  is  this.  If  the  noble  Lord  who  has 
just  spoken  sells  an  estate  outside  the 
zone,  and  the  Commissioners  are  required 
to  state  the  specific  reasons  for  their 
decision,  then  the  existence  of  those 
specific  reasons  would  give  a  handle  to 
the  tenants  on  the  neighbouring  estates 
for  agitating  for  the  reduction  of  the 
terms  in  their  case,  though  the  real  cir- 
cumstances of  the  two  might  be  different. 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided : 
Contents,  64;  Not-contents,  61. 


CONTENTS. 


Manchester,  D. 

Abercorn,  M.  (D.  Abercem,) 
The  Pari  of  Donoyghmore. 


AbingdoD,  E. 
Bandon,  £. 
Dartrey,  E. 


de  Montalt,  E. 

Doncaster,  E.     (Z>.  Bucdmch 
and  Queensherry,) 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


17  Irish 

Droffheda.  E. 
Darham,  £. 
Hnntint^on,  E. 
Powia,  K 
KoBse,  E. 
Stanhope,  K 
Westmeath,  E. 

flutohinson,  V.   (E.  Dontmgh- 

more,) 

Annaly,  L. 

Ardilaon,  L. 

Barrymore,  L. 

Boyle,  L.  {E,  Cork  and  Orrery, ) 

Carysfort,  L.  {E,  Carysfort.) 

Castlemaioe,  L. 

Castletown,  L. 

Chaworth,  L.   {E,  Meath) 

€lanwilliam,L.  {E.  ClcmwUliam 

Clements,  L.  {E.  Leitrvm,) 
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Langford,  L. 

Macnaghten,  L. 

Massy,  L. 

Monck,  L.  {V.  Monck.) 

Mostyn,  L. 

Muskerry,  L. 

O'Neill,  L 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  L. 
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RathdonnelL  L. 

Rathmore,  L. 
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Sudley.  L.  {E.Arran,)\Teller.] 

Ventry,  L. 

Worlingham,  L.  {E.  Gosford.) 


Canterbury,  L.  Abp. 
Ualsbory,  E.  (L  ChaneeUor,) 
Devonslure,  D.  (L,  President.) 

Norfolk, D.  (E,  Marshal,) 
Bfarlborough,  D. 
Wellington,  D. 

Ailesbury,  M. 
Lansdowne,  M. 
Ripon,  M. 
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lain. ) 
Belmore,  K 
Camperdown,  £. 
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Morley,  E, 

Selbome,  E. 

Spencer,  E. 

Stamford,  £. 

Vane,  E.     {M,  Londonderry.) 

Waldegrave,  E.    {Teller.^ 

Churchill,  V.    [Teller,] 

Gordon,  V.     (E,  Aberdeen.) 

Hampden,  V. 

Powerscourt,  V. 

Abinger,  L. 

Allerton,  L. 

Ashbourne,  L. 

Balfour,  L. 

Belper,  L. 

Biddulph,  L. 

Burghciere,  L. 

Cheylesmore,  L. 

Davey,  L. 

Dawnay.  L.  (V  Dotane.) 

De  L'lsle  and  Dudley,  L. 


Emly,  L. 

Estcourt,  L. 

Forester,  L. 

James,  L. 

Kenyon,  L. 

Kintore,  L.    {E.  Kintore.) 

Lawrence,  L. 

Lindley,  L. 

Ludlow,  L. 

Monk  Bretton,  L. 

Monte&ile  of  Brandon,  L. 

Mount  Stephen,  L. 

Muncaster,  L. 

Ribblesdale,  L. 

Sandhurst,  L. 

Saye  and  Sele,  L. 

Stanmore,  L. 

Tweedmouth,  L. 

Welby,  L. 

Went  worth,  L. 

Windsor,  L. 

Wolverton,  L. 


The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  explained 
that  the  object  of  the  Amendment  stand- 
ing in  his  name  was  to  avoid  throwing 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  unnecessaiy 
work  upon  the  Land  Commission.  £Le 
•did  not  think  their  Lordships  need  be  at 
all  alarmed  about  the  Bill  operating  too 
•quickly,  but  he  thought  there  was  good 
•cause  for  anxiety  lest  the  wheels  of  the 
machinery  might  be  clogged  by  the 
■amount  of  work  placed  upon  iwe  authorities 
•concerned.  Sub-section  2  provided  for 
protecting  the  interests  of  the  remainder 
man,  and,  of  course,  that  was  perfectly 
right ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
remainder  man  was  really  interested  only 
in  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money, 
and  that  if  the  total  sum  of  all  the 
-advances — 1.«.,  the  whole  of  the  purchase 
money — when  equally  divided  amongst 
^he  various  holdings  fell  within  the  limits. 


he  was  in  no  way  affected.  Take  the  case 
of  an  estate  with  two  tenants  upon  it, 
each  pajring  the  same  rent,  but  differ- 
ently circumstanced.  If  both  holdings 
were  sold  at  a  reduction,  say,  of  30  per 
cent,  the  transaction  wuuld  be  sanc- 
tioned at  once ;  but  if  one  sold  at  20 
per  cent,  and  the  other  at  40  per  cent, 
it  could  not  be  sanctioned.  It  would  be 
unfortunate  if  on  a  large  property  the 
whole  sale  should  be  hung  up  indefinitely 
because  the  landlord  found  it  not  only 
desirable  but  absolutely  necessary  to 
make  a  reduction  outside  the  limits  to 
perhaps  only  a  single  tenant  upon  it. 
It  was  desirable  to  avoid  throwing 
additional  work  on  the  Land  Commission, 
and  he  hoped  His  Majesty's  Government 
would  see  their  way  to  accept^  the 
Amendment. 
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Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  2,  line  10,  after  the  word  'afore- 
said '  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section,  the  words 
'  If  by  agreement  between  the  owner  of  an  estate 
and  the  tenants  the  whole  number  of  tenants 
on  any  estate  are  willing  to  purchase  at  a  sum, 
whioh  in  the  aggregate  if  payable  in  purchase 
annuities  represents  a  reduction  of  not  less  than 
10  nor  more  than  30  per  cent,  per  annum  below 
the  existing  rent,  the  Land  Commission  shall 
sanction  the  advance  and  shall  apportion  the 
amounts  pavable  according  to  the  teims  of 
a^p*eement  Wtween  the  owner  and  the  in- 
dividual tenants.*"— (JA6  Earl  of  Dunraven,) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  I  do 
not  apprehend  that  this  Amendment  will 
in  any  way  relieve  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners of  anv  work.  On  the  contrary, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  it  will  very  greatly 
increase  their  work.  In  fact,  I  am  ad- 
vised that  in  its  present  form  the  proposal 
would  be  unworkable ;  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  Land  Commission 
to  apportion  the  amounts  payable  by  the 
various  tenants,  and  that  litigation  would 
be  an  inevitable  result.  But  even  if  the 
Amendment  could  be  put  into  a  work- 
able form  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
Treasury  to  accept  it,  because  it  would 
very  seriously  impair  the  security  on 
which  the  advance  rests  The  noble  Earl 
has  given  one  example.  I  will  venture 
to  give  another.  He  has  taken  an  estate 
where  there  are  two  tenants,  and  has 
pointed  out  what  would  be  the  result  in 
that  case.  I  ask  him  to  consider  the  case 
of  an  estate  where  there  may  be  51 
tenants,  an  estate,  say,  of  £1,000  a  year 
divided  between  one  tenancy  of  £500  and 
50  tenancies  of  £10  each.  In  the  event 
of  a  reduction  of  30  per  cent,  being  made 
in  the  instalments  of  those  50  tenants, 
and  a  reduction  of  only  1 0  per  cent,  on 
the  £500  tenancy,  it  must  be  evident  to 
my  noble  friend  that  the  security  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  advance  would  be  very 
seriously  impaired. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  could  not 
see  how  his  Amendment  could  lead  to 
litigation.  But,  as  the  noble  Duke  had 
stated  that  it  would  seriously  impair  the 
security  of  the  Treasury,  he  would  not 
press  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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Clause  2. 


♦The  Earl  of  WESTMEATH  moved 
an  Amendment  to  that  part  of  the  clause 
which  provides  that  advances  for  pur- 
chase may  be  made  to  a  person  who  waa 
a  tenant  within  twenty-five  years  of  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  but  who  is  not  a 
tenant  at  the  date  of  purchase.  The 
noble  EarFs  Amendment  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  proviso  exempting  from  the 
application  of  the  sub-section  holdings 
which  on  1st  January,  1903,  were  in  the 
occupation  of  a  tenant.  He  explained 
that  he  did  not  bring  it  forward  on  any 
private  or  personal  grounds.  It  was  an 
Amendment  dictated  by  common 
honesty.  Its  object  would,  he  thought, 
be  evident  to  any  one  who  had  any 
knowledge  of  Irish  questions.  Their 
Lordships  were  aware  that  some  yeara 
ago  a  land  war  of  great  violence  waa 
carried  on  in  Ireland,  and,  unfortunately, 
a  great  many  landlords  were  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  evicting  a  large  number 
of  their  tenants.  He  was,  perhaps,  not 
altogether  an  unsuitable  person  to  brin^ 
this  Amendment  forward,  oecause  he  had 
not  had  to  evict  a  single  tenant^  and  he 
lived  on  terms  of  perfect  amity  with  his 
tenants.  If  the  clause  were  passed  with- 
out amendment,  it  would  give  &n 
opportunity  to  the  agitators  to  brin^ 
great  pressure  on  the  tenants  of  evicted 
holdings  to  surrender  their  holdings^ 
The  words  he  proposed  to  insert  wei*e  not 
novel,  because  Sub-section  6  of  Section 
47  of  the  Act  of  1896  contained 
almost  the  same  words.  He  knew  an 
estate  where  there  were  fifty  planter 
tenants.  They  got  on  very  well  with 
their  neighbours,  and  there  was  no 
desire  to  turn  them  out  in  order  to  restore 
the  former  occupants.  But  the  clause  as 
it  stood  was  a  direct  encouragement  Uy 
pressure  being  put  on  the  unfortunate 
planters,  and,  if  it  was  not  amended,  there 
would  be  every  inducement  to  get  rid  of 
the  planter  tenants  in  order  to  put  back 
the  original  tenants  who,  in  consequence 
of  a  very  dishonest  campaign,  were 
induced  to  think  it  better  to  leave  their 
holdings  than  to  pay  their  just  debts.  If 
landless  had  not  had  anyone  to  come 
to  their  rescue  it  would  have  been  a  very 
serious  matter.  The  planter  tenants,  at 
great  risk  to  themselves,  settled  in  the 
places  from  which  the  previous  tenants- 
had  been  evicted,  and  they  had  proved 
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exceedingly  law-abiding  people.  He 
confessed  that  he  had  no  feeling  against 
the  old  tenants  being  restored  when  it 
could  be  done  without  injustice  to  the  pre- 
sent occupiers,  the  planter  tenants.  But  he 
feared  that  there  would  be  a  great  deal 
of  pressure  exercised  by  local  agitators 
and  by  the  small  revolutionary  bodies  in 
the  country  which  would  reduce  the 
planter  tenants  to  a  state  of  misery  and 
drive  them  from  their  holdings.  If  Irish 
landlords  turned  their  backs  on  these 
men  now,  after  they  had  stood  by  them 
in  their  time  of  need,  and  left  them  to 
the  tender  mercies  of  their  enemies,  they 
would  deserve  worse  treatment  than  they 
got  under  this  Bill. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  3,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  person ' 
t  o  insert  the  words  "  and  provided  also  that 
I  he  provisions  of  this  paragraph  shall  not 
apply  to  any  holding  which,  on  tlie  Ist  day  of 
January  1903,  was  in  the  occupation  of  a 
tenant.'"— (TAe  Earl  of  Westmeath.) 


♦Lord  AKDILAUN  said  this  was  to 
Irish  landlords  a  matter  of  honour, 
and  he  did  not  think  if  noble  Lords 
who  were  English  landlords  knew 
the  case  they  would  for  a  moment 
refuse  to  support  the  Amendment.  He 
trusted  the  Government  would  not  place 
the  Irish  landlords  in  the  position  of 
deserting  those  who  had  stood  by  them 
in  the  days  of  stress  and  trouble,  and 
who  were  only  now  reaping  the  benefit 
of  their  industry  and  courage.  The  policy 
of  eviction  and  replanting  the  vacant  land 
was  approved  of  by  the  Government  and 
the  Pnme  Minister  of  the  day,  and  the 
present  Prime  Minister.  He  thought  it 
would  be  an  extraordinary  thing  if  the 
Government,  having  approved  of  this 
policy  at  the  time,  were  to  place  Irish 
landlords  in  the  position  of  abandoning 
their  "  friendly  tnoes  "  and  leaving  them 
in  danger,  as  the  English  Government  had 
often  done  by  friendly  tribes  in  India, 
on  the  plains  of  the  Soudan,  in  South 
Africa,  and  lastly,  the  landlords  of 
Ireland. 


♦Lord  BARRYMORE  supported  the 
Amendment  on  the  grounds  of  common 
honesty  and  morality.  The  evicted 
tenants  question,  so  far  as  it  deserved  to  be 
settled,  had  been  settled  long  ago,  and  he 
regretted  that  the  matter  was  dealt  with 


in  this  Bill.  It  was  now  brought  forward 
asain  at  the  instigation  of  the  Nationalist 
Members  who,  very  properly  from  the 
Nationalist  point  of  view,  were  anxious  to- 
do  what  they  could  to  support  the  people 
who  had  got  into  trouble  very  largely 
through  their  fault.  The  tenants 
evicted  at  the  time  of  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign and  at  similar  periods  were  only  a 
small  proportion  of  the  evicted  tenants  in 
Ireland.  But  this  clause  applied  to  every 
man  evicted  for  any  reason  whatever. 
The  Amendment  simply  came  to  the 
support  of  the  planters.  It  was  said  that 
the  number  of  the  evicted  tenants  was 
small,  and  that  the  whole  question  was  a 
very  small  one.  But  the  representatives 
of  these  men  were  appearing  and  would 
appear  everyday.  Since  this  Bill  was  intro- 
duced he  had  had  a  request  from  a  man  to 
reinstate  him  in  a  grass  farm  from  which 
his  father  was  evicted  fifty  years  ago. 
These  men  would  claim  to  come  back  to 
the  holding  which  were  theirs  or  their 
fathers'.  They  would  bring  pressure  to 
bear  on  the  unfortunate  men  who  were 
in  those  holdings  now,  and  there  would 
be  another  very  serious  agitation.  He 
hoped  their  Loidships  would  support  the 
men  who  had  risked  their  lives  in  the 
cause  of  law  and  order  at  a  time  when  it  was 
very  important  that  law  and  order  should 
be  supported,  and  who  were  now  livmg 
on  their  farms  in  peace  and  contentment. 


♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE. 
said  no  one  sitting  on  the  Front  Govern- 
ment Bench  v/ouTd  call  in  question  the^ 
motives  with  which  the  noble  Lord  moved 
this  Amendment.  This  clause  permitted 
advances  to  be  made,  amongst  others,  to 
persons  who  within  twenty-five  years  be- 
fore the  passing  of  the  Act  were  the  tenants 
of  holdings  to  which  the  Land  Law  Acts 
applied,  and  it  would  be  idle  to  pretend 
that  the  provision  was  not  inserted  in 
the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  facility  for  the  restoration 
of  evicted  tenants  to  the  farms  which  they 
once  held.  The  noble  Lord  who  moved 
the  Amendnent  feared  that  the  result 
of  the  presence  of  this  provision  in  the- 
Bill  would  be  that  pressure  and  intimida- 
tion would  be  put  upon  men  who  at 
a  very  critical  time  became  the  occupants 
of  the  evicted  farms — men  whom  they  spoke 
of  for  convenience  as  planters,  and  that 
the  result  of  that  pressure  would  be  to- 
induce  them  to  abandon  the  holdings  of 
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which  they  were  at  this  moment  in  pos- 
session, ne  entirely  agreed  with  what 
had  been  said  by  the  noble  Lord  and  by 
4/ho8e  who  followed  him,  as  to  the  sym- 
pathy and  respect  to  which  the  planter 
tenants  were  entitled.  They  came  forward 
at  great  personal  risk  at  an  extremely 
trymg  period  in  the  history  of  the 
coimtry,  and  took  these  holdings  in  the 
face  of  great  and  formidable  opposition. 
He  shomd  be  sorry  to  be  a  party  to  any 
arrangement  which  contemplated  their 
abandonment  or  their  extrusion  from  the 
holdings  which  they  now  occupied.  He 
believed  that  view  was  universally  ac- 
cepted ;  it  was  a  policy  which  had  been 
4)roclaimed  by  the  Party  opposite,  and  by 
the  Party  with  which  he  was  connected ; 
and  he  believed  he  was  right  in  sa3ring 
that  in  another  place  the  Nationalist 
representatives  of  Ireland  had  formally 
intimated  that  it  was  their  desire  to 
discourage  anything  like  the  intimidation 
^r  persecution  of  these  planter  tenants. 

How  did  the  noble  Lord  propose  to  deal 
with  this  question  1  He  proposed  to  ear- 
mark all  the  farms  which  were  in  the 
occupation  of  tenants  on  Januarv  1st  of 
this  year,  and  to  say  that  neither  now 
nor  hereafter  should  those  farms  be  made 
use  of  for  the  purposes  in  question. 
That  seemed  to  him  a  very  far-reaching 
remedy,  and  one  that  went  beyond  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  In  the  first  place, 
their  Lordships  should  remember  that 
there  was  no  provision  in  the  Bill  by 
which  it  was  possible  to  set  rid,  as  such, 
of  a  planter  tenant.  Were  the  planter 
tenants,  who  had  shown  themselves  to  be 
men  of  .great  character  and  resolution, 
likely  to  surrender  their  farms  in  order 
to  make  way  for  the  representatives  of 
the  evicted  tenants  1  He  did  not  think 
that  it  was  at  all  likely,  and  there  were 
many  circumstances  which  would  assist 
them  in  maintaining  their  position.  In 
the  first  place,  a  transaction  of  the  kind 
which  the  noble  Lord  so  much  apprehended 
^ould  not  take  place  without  the  con- 
<;urrence  of  the  landlord  of  the  estate,  and 
he  hoped  that  no  Irish  landlord  would 
willingly  lend  himself  to  a  transaction  the 
obvious  object  of  which  was  to  bring 
about  the  expulsion  of  the  planter  tenant 
and  the  substitution  of  an  evicted  tenant 
or  his  representative.  But  that  was  not 
all.  In  all  these  matters  the  Land 
Commission  had  very  wide  and  extensive 
jpowers.     The  Land  Commission  had  the 
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power  of  refusing,  if  it  thought  proper, 
to  define  as  an  estate  any  land  which  for 
sufficient  reasons  it  considered  should  not 
be  sold  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill ; 
and  he  conceived  that  it  would  be  their 
duty,  in  a  case  where  notoriously  there 
had  been  pressure  or  intimidation,  to  put 
a  veto  upon  the  transaction  and  not 
to  allow  it  to  proceed.  The  Congested 
Districts  Board  had  somewhat  similar 
powers,  and,  under  the  rules  which 
governed  its  procedure,  were  able  to 
refuse  oflfers  of  land  when  it  had  reason 
to  believe  that  those  ofiers  had  been 
brought  about  bv  pressure  or  intimidation. 
But  supposing,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  the  Land  Commission  failed  to  do 
what  he  conceived  would  be  its  duty.  In 
such  a  case  there  remained  the 
fact  that  the  Estate  Commissioners 
were  subject  to  the  control  and 
supervision  of  the  Irish  Government, 
who  would  have  something  to  say  upon 
the  matter.  And  if  the  Irish  Gk)vernment 
failed  to  put  a  check  upon  such  proceed- 
ings he  had  no  doubt  that  attention  would 
be  drawn  to  the  matter  in  Parliament. 
Therefore  he  could  not  see  that  the  planter 
tenants  were  in  the  insecure  and  perilous 
position  which  the  noble  Lord  seemed  to 
think. 

But  there  was  another  reason  for 
which  he  should  greatly  regret  to  see  this 
Amendment  carried.  The  noble  Lord  who 
moved  the  Amendment,  not  in  his  last 
speech,  but  in  the  one  which  he  made 
earlier  in  the  evening,  had  spoken  in 
somewhat  humorous  terms  of  the  com- 
promise upon  which  this  Bill  was  founded, 
but  he  trusted  they  would  not  allow 
themselves  to  forget  that  the  Bill  did 
represent  the  outcome  of  a  compromise, 
which  was  not  arrived  at  without  very 
great  difficulty.  He  should  deeply  regret 
to  see  that  compromise  disturbed  by  a 
vote  in  their  Lordships'  house.  If  this 
Bill  had  in  his  eyes  one  recommendation 
which  commended  it  to  him  more  than 
another,  it  was  this — that  they  saw  in  it 
the  possibility  of  the  restoration  of  lasting 
peace  and  goodwill  between  the  tenants 
and  landlords  of  Ireland.  Lord  Barry- 
more,  who  spoke  with  an  authority  second 
to  none  upon  Irish  land  questions,  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  the  question  of 
evicted  tenants  had  been  brought  into  the 
Bill  at  all ;  but  surely,  if  the  noble  Lord 
followed,  as  no  doubt  he  did,  the  dis- 
cussions which  took  place  elsewhere,  he 
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must  know  that  this  proyision  which 
contemplated  the  possibility  of  the  restora- 
tion of  the  evicted  tenants  or  their 
representatives,  in  suitable  cases,  to  the 
holdings  they  once  occupied,  was  an 
essential  element  in  the  compromise,  and 
that  if  that  element  had  been  excluded, 
it  was  possible  that  the  Bill  might  not  at 
this  moment  be  upon  ihe  Table  of  their 
Lordships'  House.  He  felt  as  strongly  as 
the  noble  Lord  did  the  debt  they  owed  to 
the  planter  tenants  and  the  necessity  of 
guarding  their  interests,  but  be  did  not 
think  that  in  order  to  do  so  it  was  necessary 
to  add  to  the  Bill  the  Amendment  whicn 
the  noble  Lord  had  moved. 

The  Earl  of  CKEWE  expressed  the 
satisfaction  which  heT  and  his  colleagues 
on  the  Front  Opposition  Bench  felt  at  the 
firm  stand  whicn  the  noble  Marquess  had 
taken  against  the  Amendment.  The 
Planter  tenants  were  of  two  kinds. 
There  were,  no  doubt,  some  of  these 
planter  tenants  who  were  genuine,  reput- 
able farmers,  and  it  would  be  a  monstrous 
thing  if  such  men  were  likely  to  be 
disturbed.  He  did  not  believe  that  any 
attempt  would  be  made  to  do  so.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  were  a  certain 
number  of  these  planter  tenants  who 
were  not  comfortable  where  they  were, 
and  would  be  ready  to  make  way  for 
those  who  occupied  the  farms  in  former 
times,  but  any  transaction  of  that  kind 
would  be  absolutely  prevented  under  the 
Amendment.  He  had  heard  the  word 
"  revolutionary  "  used,  but  he  thought  it 
was  understood  that  a  land  peace  now 
prevailed  in  Ireland.  The  tone  of  some 
of  their  Lordships  differed  from  that 
which  had  been  aisplayed  by  representa- 
tive landlords  in  another  place,  and  he 
feared  that  if  the  spirit  which  had  now 
been  displayed,  were  persisted  in  it  might 
tend  to  make  more  difficult  the  settlement 
which  it  was  hoped  would  be  brought 
about  by  this  Bill.  No  doubt  notAe 
Lords  opposite  were  actuated  by  the 
^highest  possible  motives,  but  in  Ireland  it 
would  be  said  that  there  was  a  desire  to 
pay  out  these  evicted  tenants  for  the 
trouble  they  had  given  in  the  past. 
If  that  was  so,  then  good-bye  to  any 
satisfactory  settlement  of  this  question. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  said  his  noble 
friend  had  disavowed  any  sort  of  feeling 
against  the  former  tenants.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  all  had  sympathy  with  them. 


They  looked  upon  them  as  the  unfortu- 
nate dupes  of  the   leaders  of  an  illegal 
conspiracy,  and  they  would  be  very  glad 
to  see  them  placed  in  their  old  positions. 
But  what  they  did  object  to  was  that  they 
should  be  indemnified  at  the  expense  of 
the  law-abiding  men.      He  was  glad  to 
hear  the  noble    Marquess   say   tnat  he 
believed  the  Estates  Commissioners  wouki 
be  guided  in  any  decision  they  gave  by^ 
the  state  of  the  country,  and  that  where: 
they  believed  any  intimidation  existed, 
they  would  refuse  to  sanction  the  ad- 
vance.    But    there  was  nothing    about 
that  in  the  Bill.     If  there  was  a  proj^sion^ 
of  that  kind  in  the  Bill  it  would  remove- 
their  objection.     It  had  been  said  that 
the  Bill  was  voluntary,  but  he  had  known 
many  cases   where   men  had  given  up 
grass  farms  nominally  voluntarily,  but  it 
had  been  the  result  of  deputations  from: 
the  United  Irish  League.     That  was  what 
he  was  afraid  might  nappen  again  unless 
the  Amendment  was  accepted.     If  any 
provision     such    as    the     noble-    Mar« 
quess  had   hinted  at  could   be  inserted 
in    the    Bill,    they    would    be    relieved 
of  a  great  deal  of  anxiety.    He  objected, 
to  a  compromise  which  involved  in  any 
way  the  desertion  of  those   men  who- 
had  stood  by,  not  only  the  landlords, 
but  the  cause  of  law  and  order  in  mostL 
perilous  times 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  could  not 
conceive  that  pressure  would  be  brought 
upon  planters  to  leave  their  holdings. 
The  noble  Marquess  had  explained  the 
various  powers  which  might  be  used  in 
their  protection,  and  he  thought  their 
Lordships  must  attach  some  importance 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  the  acknowledged  leaders  of 
the  Irish  Parliamentary  Party  had  given 
the  most  specific  assurance  that  they  had 
no  desire  that  any  planter,  who  had 
acquired  a  bond  fide  substantial  interest 
in  his  holding,  should  be  disturbed,  and 
they  would  not  under  any  circumstances 
sanction  pressure  being  placed  on  him. 
They  must,  of  course,  take  that  assurance 
for  what  they  considered  it  worth.  He 
I  must  say  that  to  his  mind  it  was  worth 
;  a  great  deal.  But  there  was  another 
class  of  planters  who  might  be  not  only 
content  to  leave  their  holdings  but 
anxious  to  leave  them,  provided  they 
could  be  given  equally  '  ood  holdings 
elsewhere,  or  adequate  compensation  in 
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money.  It  must  be  acknowledged  that 
though  most  of  the  evictions  had  taken 
place  many  years  ago,  and  although 
there  had  been  no  particular  pressure 
placed  upon  the  planters  of  late,  still  in 
A  great  many  cases  their  lot  wa9  not 
altogether  a  happy  one.  Surely  it  would 
be  a  great  hardship  upon  those  who  were 
willing  to  go,  if  the  Land  Commission 
were  precluded  from  assisting  them  to 
make  amicable  arrangements  in  that 
•directibn.  He  would  be  the  last  to  sup 
port  any  hardship  being  inflicted  upon 
men  who  had,  in  moments  of  great  dif- 
ficulty, taken  evicted  farms;  but  it 
would  be  lamentable  if  the  happy  con- 
•dition  of  affairs  that  existed  in  Ireland 
now,  and  would,  he  hoped,  continue 
when  this  Bill  became  law,  was  disturbed 
by  keeping  open  a  sore  which  was  very 
small  in  its  dimensions,  but  to  which  an 
•enormous  amount  of  sentiment  attached 
in  Ireland.  He  hoped  that  in  these 
<5ircumstances  his  noble  friend  would  not 
press  the  Amendment.  If  he  did  press 
it,  he  would  feel  compelled  to  vote  against 
it. 

Lord  ROBERTSON  said  this  question 
was  one  of  vital  importance,  and  for  this 
reason,  that  the  general  effect  of  the  Bill, 
if   passed,   would   unquestionably  be   to 
create  in  Ireland  a  certain  dead  level  of 
society.     It  would   to    a    large    extent, 
whether  they  liked  it  or  not,   deplete 
Ireland  of  certain  elements  which   had 
largely  contributed  to  its  prosperity  and 
spirit.     He  deprecated,  and  would  cer- 
tainly vote  against,  every  step   in  the 
Bill  which  increased  that  tendency.     He 
thought  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance 
to   Ireland   that    this   Bill  should    not 
act  as  an  instrument  to  sweep  out  what 
had  hitherto  been  the  loyal  element  in 
Ireland,  and    whether  in   the    case    of 
the    landlords    the    class    be    rich,    or 
whether  in  that  of  the  planters  they  be 
poor,  the  House  ought  to  be  careful  lest 
«iich  a  result  ensued.    At  present  there 
was  no  protection  at  all,  good  or  bad, 
for  the  planter  class  against  the  opera- 
tion of  the   Bill     The  noble  Marquess 
tlie  Foreign  Minister  and  the  noble  Earl 
who  had  just  sat  down,  had  referred  in 
terms,  which  all  would  approve,  to  the 
present  excellent  spirit  which,  for  a  time 
at  least,  animated  Irish  politics.    But  he 
ventured  to  urge  that  this  Bill  ought  to 
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be  one  which  would  stand  the  strain  and 
stress  of  bad  weather;  and  they  must 
make  sure  that  should  there  be  a  sudden 
change  of  sentiment  in  Ireland,  should 
turbulent  spirits  be  abroad  in  stormy 
times,  the  Act  would  be  strong  enough 
to  safeguard  those  interests  Parliament 
was  bound  to  protect.  The  present 
Government  would  not  last  for  ever, 
might  not  last  for  long,  and  there  might 
come  in  a  Ch  ff  Secretary  and  a  Lord 
Lieutenant  under  different  auspices  alto- 
gether. How  could  the  working  out  of 
the  Act  in  the  spirit  his  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Government  desired  be  guaranteed  ? 
There  might  be  a  weak  Government 
dependent  upon  the  Nationalist  vote, 
and  would  not  thesailsof  administration 
swell  with  the  wind  of  national  feeling  ? 
The  noble  Marquess  had  referred  to  the 
protection  which  the  planters  had  in 
the  landlords  and  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners. With  regard  to  the  land- 
lords, there  were  in  the  Bill  some  very 
queer  provisions  by  which  individual 
landlords  had  the  most  direct  inducement 
to  realise  and  run  away  and  care  nothing 
further;  and  suppose  they  had  a  weak 
and  impoverished  landlord  and  vis-a-vis 
to  him  a  stormy  Nationalist  feeling, 
what  could  be  said  of  the  late  of  the 
planter  being  in  the  mind  of  the  landlord 
at  all  when  the  transaction  was  entered 
into?  As  to  the  other  protection,  he 
pointed  out  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
had  emphasised  that  the  Estates  Commis- 
sion would  not  be  a  judicial  body  which 
could  stand  up  against  the  storm  of 
public  opinion,  but  it  would  be  under 
the  control  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
which  meant  under  the  control  of  the 
Government  of  the  day.  Therefore  the 
Commissioners  were  exposed  to  the 
direct  current  of  political  influence, 
which  might  be  adverse  to  the  interests 
of  a  class  whom  Parliament  was  bound 
in  honour  to  protect.  He  feared  that 
they  were  passing  a  measure  which 
would  produce  a  homogeneous  popu- 
lation in  Ireland,  all  of  the  same  way  of 
thinking  and  all  of  the  same  way  of 
wishing,  and  whose  thoughts  and  wishes 
would  not  be  exactly  tending  towards 
the  prosperity  of  the  Empire. 

♦Earl  SPENCER  said  that  as  a  learned 
and  able  Scotsman  had  spoken  he  felt 
that    perhaps  he    ought    to  say  a  few 
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words  oil  this  exceedingly  important 
matter.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  said  that  the  Bill  ought  to  be  able 
to  stand  all  kinds  of  stress  and  bad 
weather,  but  he  was  afraid  that  if  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord's  views  were 
taken,  they  would  create  bad  weather 
and  storms  of  a  very  serious  kind.  He 
had  probably  had  as  large  an  experi- 
ence, in  the  capacity  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  in  dealing  with  the 
land  Question  in  that  country  and  its 
dif&culties,  as  any  one  of  their  Lordships, 
and  he  knew  there  was  no  difficulty  so 
great  as  that  surrounding  the  question 
of  the  evicted  tenants.  He  sympathised 
with  the  planters,  but  to  mark  them 
OJt  for  preference  would  be  to  place 
them  in  a  very  serious  position  indeed. 
Is  was  absolutely  necessary  to  meet  the 
feeling  in  regard  to  evicted  tenants  by 
some  such  conciliatory  method  as  the 
Grovernment  had  suggested.  He  attached 
great  importance  to  the  dissipation  of 
the  ill-feeling  that  attached  to  past 
evictions.  There  was  evidence  of  a 
better  state  of  feeling  in  Ireland, 
aad  he  urged  the  House  not  to 
impede  the  growth  of  this  better 
feeling  by  accepting  the  Amendment 
He  thoi^ht  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Foreign  Minister  had  put  the  case  very 
strongly.  If  they  were  to  have  a  state  of 
feeling  in  Ireland  on  the  land  question 
similar  to  that  which  existed  time  after 
.time  when  he  was  there,  he  did  not  know 
^hat  provisions  would  save  the  country 
or  those  implicated.  The  power  of  the 
.combinations  referred  to  was  enormous, 
:And  nothing  but  the  force  of  the  law 
Hjould  restrain  them.  He  hoped  that  a 
new  state  of  feeling  would  now  spring  up, 
4ind,  as  they  saw  evidences  of  it  in  many 
quarters,  they  should  not  impede  it  by 
accepting  the  Amendment. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE 
said  he  was  sure  no  Irish  landlord  in 
their  liOrdships'  House  disagreed  with  the 
concluding  observations  of  the  noble 
larl  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition. 
They  were  all  most  anxious  that  peace 
should  reign  in  Ireland  in  the  future. 
The  Bill  as  introduced  in  the  other  House 
did  give  protection  to  planters,  but  in  tb6 
coarse  of  events  an  alteration  was  made 
in  favoiff  of  evicted  tenants.  It  was 
provided  in  the  Bill,  as  originally  intro- 
duced, that  an  evicted  tenant  might  be 


given  facilities  for  purchasing  "  a  "  hold- 
ing— that  was,  as  he  understood  it,  a 
vacant  holding ;  and  he  would  have  been 

flad  to  have  suppoited  that  provision, 
tut  in  its  passage  through  the  other 
House  the  term  "a"  holding  was  altered 
to  "  that !'  holding,  and  the  only  holding 
the  evicted  tenant  now  had  a  chance  of 
getting  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
was  the  holding  from  which  he  was 
evicted.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
support  the  Amendment. 

Thb  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN 
asked,  in  view  of  the  statement  by  Lord 
Robertson  that  the  Estates  Commissioners 
would  be  dependent  upon  the  Government 
of  the  day,  whether  or  not  the  Commis- 
sioners would  be  independent  judicial 
Commissioners. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  repUed  that  it 
was  not  intended  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
that  the  Estates  Commissioners  should 
be  a  legal  or  judicial  body,  but  an 
executive  body  in  touch  with  and  con- 
trolled by  the  Executive.  Although,  no 
doubt,  very  important  duties  and  func- 
tions were  entrusted  to  them,  it  was 
intended  by  Mr.  Wyndham  in  framing 
the  Bill  that  they  should  look  not  to  the 
judiciary  but  the  Executive  Government 
for  the  guidance  and  control. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  questioned 
the  accuracy  of  the  statement  made  by 
Lord  Donoughmore,  that  the  only  hold- 
ings which  evicted  tenants  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  securing  would  be 
holdings  from  which  they  had  been 
evicted. 

♦The  Marquess  ofLANSDOWNE  said 
the  statement  was  incorrect.  The  words 
in  the  section  did  not  at  all  mean  that 
the  tenant  could  only  be  restored  to  the 
particular  holding  from  which  he  had 
been  evicted. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
he  was  glad  to  have  this  assurance.  He 
was  not  the  only  noble  Lord  who  had 
been  under  a  wrong  impression. 

♦TheEarlofWESTMEATH,  referring 
to  the  observation  of  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Foreign  Minister  that,  in  the  event 
of  pressure  being  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  planters,  the  Estates  Commissioners 
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might  object  to  deal  with  the  land,  said 
he  thought  it  would  be  hard  on  the 
Estates  Commissioners  if  thej  had  to 
hold  an  inquisition  in  every  case  to 
ascertain  whether  or  not  any  pressure 
had  been  brought  to  bear  on  the  tenant 
who  wanted  to  sell.  Then  the  noble 
Marquess  said  the  Irish  Government 
might  protect  the  planters.  He  was  sure 
the  present  Chief  Secretary  would  give 
them  every  protection  he  could,  but 
there  were  Chief  Secretaries  and  Chief 
Secretaries.  Then  the  noble  Marquess 
said  the  House  of  Lords  might  come  to 
the  planters*  protection ;  but  was  it 
seriously  contemplated  that  the  House 
of  Lordis  should  occupy  itself  with  every 
case  of  oppression  in  the  West  of  Ireland  ^ 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  protection 
which  the  noble  Marquess  thought  was 
given  was  absolutely  valueless.  Then 
the  noble  Marquess  said  the  leaders  of 
the  Nationalist  Party  had  pledged  their 
word  that  there  would  be  no  pressure. 
He  did  not  wish  to  throw  any  doubt 
upon  their  word,  but  he  did  throw  great 
doubt  upon  their  ability  to  control  their 
followers.  He  hoped,  in  insisting  upon 
the  Amendment,  it  would  not  be  con- 
sidered that  they  were  acting  unreason- 
ably. If  the  Government  wished  to  get 
on  better,  they  should  make  up  their 
minds  to  accept  the  Amendments,  which 
were  very  reasonable,  and  not  persevere 
in  their  present  obstructive  tactics. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
EDUCATION  (The  Marquess  of  London- 
derry) said  that  if  he  had  not  been  con- 
vinced on  examining  the  Bill  that  the 
position  of  the  planters  would  not  be 
jeopardised  he  would  not  have  stood  up  to 
defend  the  clause.  The  noble  Marquess 
who  held  the  office  of  Foreign  Secretary 
had  justly  said  that  this  measure  was  the 
result  of  a  compromise.  The  adminis- 
tration of  the  Bill  could  not  be  satisfac- 
tory unless  it  were  cordially  supported 
by  all  classes  of  the  community  in 
Ireland.      There  was    a  fear  that   the 


planters  might  be  unjustly  treated.  But 
if  their  position  was  secure  in  those  years 
when  the  Unionist  Party  were  struff^ng 
with  the  Nationalist  Party,  he  could  not 
but  think  that  in  the  present  changed 
condition  of  affairs  it  was  still  more 
secure.  As  had  been  said,  the  Leader 
of  the  Nationalists  had  given  a  pledge 
that  he  would  be  no  party  io  any  com- 
pulsory change  in  the  position  of  the 
planters.  They  were  bound  to  accept 
Mr.  Redmond's  assurance  on  this  point. 
Only  the  other  day  he  came  across  a 
speech  by  the  Prime  Minister,  made 
when  the  Evicted  Tenants  Bill  was  passing 
through  the  House  of  Commons,  in  which 
Mr.  Balfour  said  with  regard  to  thatBill — 

<*  It  is  a  contribution  from  this  Hoose,  and 
nothing  else,  to  the  war  expenses  of  a  particular 
section  and  of  a  particular  party." 

And  he  went  on  to  say — 

"  If  that  section  or  party  would  hold  out  any 
hope  that  we  have  seen  an  end  of  these  things,, 
and  that  we  need  never  look  for  a  repetition  of 
them  in  the  future,  I  for  one  would  not  look 
too  closely,  either  to  the  amount  of  money  we- 
are  to  vote,  or  to  the  merits  of  those  who  ar» 
about  to  receive  it." 

If  that  was  Mr.  Balfour's  opinion  in 
the  then  condition  of  things,  he  thought 
those  words  would  ojrry  far  greater 
weight  now.  He  had  never  believed 
that  the  time  would  come  when  he  would 
see  it  placed  on  record  that  the 
Nationalists  desired  the  Irish  landlords 
to  remain  in  the  country,  and  welcomed 
them  in  remaining.  That  was  a  change 
which  was  undoubtedly  for  the  better, 
and  about  which  nobody  rejoiced  more 
than  he.  He  felt  convinced  that  the 
doubts  which  had  been  entertained 
would  disappear  in  the  future,  and  that 
they  would  see  in  Ireland  good  feeUng, 
not  only  towards  landlords,  but  towards 
all  those  who  had  fought  their  battles. 
For  these  reasons  he  supported  the  com- 
promise which  had  been  arrived  at. 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided- 
Contents,  61 ;  Not-Contents,  71. 
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Clause  2  agreed  to. 
Clause  3. 


♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE 
said  this'  was  the  first  clause  that  had 
ever  been  introduced  into  a  Land  Bill 
that  was  going  to  be  of  some  material 
good  to  the  landlord.  The  procedure 
was  as  follows :  A  landlord,  whose 
demesne  was  mortgaged  or  charged  with 
family  charges,  was  able,  when  he  sold 
his  estate  to  the  tenants,  to  sell  his 
demesne  to  the  Land  Commission,  get 
the  money  to  pay  off  his  charges,  and 
then  buy  the  demesne  back  from  the 
Land  Commission,  borrowing  the  money 
from  them  on  the  same  terms  as  those 
on  which  the  tenant  borrowed  to  buy 
his  holding.  That  was,  on  the  surface,  a 
very     equitable     provision;     but    the 
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working  of  the  clause  was  practically 
spoilt  by  the  presence  of  the  words — 

"  And  adjacent  to,  or  in ,  the  neighbourhood 
of,  the  estate." 

The  properties  in  Ireland  were  very 
much  scattered,  and  it  would  necessarily 
follow  that  sales  would  be  going  on,  under 
the  Bill,  of  estates  which  consisted  of 
parcels  of  land  scattered  all  over  the 
country.  The  result  was  that  if  the 
clause  passed  as  it  was  now  worded,  not 
one  in  twenty  landlords  would  be  able 
to  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions. 
There  were  hundreds  of  landlords  who 
would  be  unable  to  secure  this  advantage 
from  the  Land  Commission,  because  the 
demesne  was  not  adjacent  to,  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  of,  the  estate.  Again,  in 
the  case  of  the  owner  of  two  estates, 
who  had  sold  one  of  his  estates  under 
previous  Purchase  Acts,  and  the  other 
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under  this  Act,  the  clause  would  be  of  no 
use  to  him  if  that  owner  had,  in  con- 
nection with  the  estate  he  had  sold  under 
the  previous  Purchase  Acts,  land  in  his 
possession  which  was  either  mortgaged 
or  charged,  and  which  charges  he  wished 
to  clear  off.  He  did  not  see  why  a  land- 
lord in  that  position  should  not  receive 
the  benefit  of  this  clause. 


Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  3,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  and  adjacent  to,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
I  he  estate.*  ''—(The  Earl  of  Donotighnwre.) 


The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  The 
Irish  Government  are  very  much  in 
sympathy  with  the  object  of  this  and 
other  Amendments  which  will  be  moved 
by  the  noble  Earl  on  this  clause,  but  I 
am  afraid  the  arguments  by  which 
he  has  supported  the  Amendment 
will  not  commend  themselves  altogether 
to  a  very  important  element  in  the 
consideration  of  this  question.  This 
clause,  as  the  noble  Earl  has  stated, 
extends  a  large  pecuniary  boon  to  many 
Irish  owners,  of  a  character  which 
lias  never  been  extended  to  them  before, 
and  will  involve  a  very  considerable 
addition  to  the  amount  of  the  advance 
which  the  Treasury  will  have  to  undertake 
to  make  to  Irish  landlords.  That  is  a 
proposal  which  the  Treastu*y  have  been 
induced  to  consent  to  with  some  reluctance, 
and  I  am  afraid  we  will  find  a  very  strong 
indisposition  on  their  part  to  extend  it 
further.  The  noble  Lord  has  told  us 
that  the  words  he  proposes  to  strike  out 
would  apply  this  clause  to  many  hundreds 
of  cases  to  which  it  does  not  now  apply. 
Although  the  Irish  (Government  are  very 
much  in  sympathy  with  the  object  of  the 
clause,  I  am  afraid  it  would  be  impossible 
to  induce  the  Treasury  to  undertake 
liabilities  so  much  more  extensive  than 
those  to  which  they  have  already  re- 
luctantly consented.  I  shall  on  a  future 
Amendment  by  the  noble  Earl  assent  to 
some  modification  of  this  proposal,  but  I 
am  afraid  I  could  not  undertalce  that  the 
Treasury  could  be  induced  to  agree  to  an 
extension  of  the  clause  in  the  direction 
he  proposes. 

Amendment,  by   leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

The  Ea/rl  of  Dorumghmore. 


The  E\rl  of  BELMORE  said  the 
object  of  his  Amendment  was  to  carry 
Clause  3  a  little  further  in  certain  cases, 
and  he  hoped  the  noble  Duke  would  not 
find  that  the  Treasury's  objections  were 
so  strong  to  it  as  they  were  to  the  pro- 
posal which  had  just  been  withdrawn. 
The  clause  as  he  proposed  to  amend  it 
would  provide  that  where  the  owner  of 
an  estate  had  entered  into  agreements 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  for  the 
sale  to  persons  other  than  the  Land  Com- 
mission of  the  estate,  the  Land  Commission 
might  purchase  from  him  any  demesne 
or  other  land  in  his  occupation  and  ad- 
jacent to,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of,  the 
estate,  at  a  price  which,  in  their  opinion, 
represented  the  selling  value  of  that  land, 
and  in  such  case  might  resell  the  whole 
or  any  portion  of  that  land  to  him  ^*  or  to 
a  person  nominated  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission as  his  representative ; "  and  that 
where  any  land  was  resold  **  to  the  owner 
or  his  representative  as  aforesaid,"  an 
advance  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts 
might  be  made,  not  exceeding  in  any  case 
one-third  of  the  aggregate  amount  of 
the  purchase  money  of  the  holdings  and 
other  parcels  of  the  land  comprised  in 
the  estate,  or  £20,000,  whichever  was 
the  less.  The  owner  of  a  demesne 
might  have  no  son  to  succeed  him, 
but  he  might  have  daughters  who  had 
a  charge  upon  his  estate,  including  his 
demesne.  I'he  remainderman  might 
be  more  or  less  a  distant  relation, 
with  whom  the  owner  was  not  on  friendly 
terms,  and  he  might  not  think  it  worth 
his  while  to  repurchase  his  demesne 
because  it  would  do  his  daughters  no 
harm  whatever  if  it  went,  and  he  might 
not  care  what  happened.  The  remainder- 
man might  be  desirous  of  being  put  in  as 
good  a  position  as  possible,  but  without 
this  Amendment  he  would  not  get 
advantage  of  the  loan  on  the  very  easy 
terms  which  the  clause  provided.  This 
power  was  actually,  in  the  Bill,  given  to 
the  Land  Commission  in  cases  where  they 
had  bought  the  estate  from  the  Land 
Judge  through  his  Courts  and  there  was 
no  reason  why  similar  power  should  not 
be  given  in  cases  where  the  Land  Com- 
mission had  bought  direct  through  a 
private  vendor. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  26,  after  the  word  '  him,'  to 
insert  the  words  *  or  to  a  person  nominated  by 
the  Land  Commission  as  his  representative ' ; 
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And  in  line  27,  after  the  word  *  resold,'  to  insert 
the  words  '  to  the  owner  or  his  representative 
as  aforesaid.' ''—{The  Earl  o/Belmore.) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
Am  afraid  this  is  not  an  Amendment 
which  it  is  possible  for  the  Irish  Grovem- 
ment  or  the  Treasury  to  accept.  There 
is  an  Amendment,  in  a  somewhat  similar 
direction,  which  will  shortly  be  moved 
hy  Lord  Donoughmore,  which,  with  some 
Alteration,  we  shall  be  able  to  accept. 
I  cannot  say  that  I  precisely  understand 
the  effect  of  the  Amendment  which  the 
noble  Earl  has  just  moved,  but  I  am 
afraid  it  cannot  be  accepted. 

♦The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said  that  if 
another  Amendment  was  to  be  proposed, 
which  would  achieve  the  same  thing,  he 
would  not  press  his  Amendment. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
do  not  say  the  same  thing,  but,  I  believe, 
nearly. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

The  Duke  of  MANCHESTER  said 
the  sub-section  which  he  moved  to  delete 
provided  that — 

"  In  enteriog  into  agreements  for  the  re- 
sale of  any  land  to  the  vendor  of  an  estate,  the 
Land  Commistsion  shall  have  regard  to  the 
amount  of  land  available  for  the  enlargement 
of  holdings  where  they  cont^ider  such  enlarge- 
ment necessary." 

Unless  this  sub-section  was  omitted, 
power  would  be  given  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  when  they  were  reselling 
a  demesne  to  a  landlord,  to  withdraw  any 
part  or  parts  of  that  demesne  which,  in 
their  opnion,  would  round  off  the  holding 
of  an  adjacent  tenant.  He  thought  such 
a  provision  would  go  a  good  way  towards 
atultifying  one  of  the  objects  of  the 
Bill,  which  was  to  keep  the  landlords 
in  Ireland  after  the  sales  had  taken 
place.  It  might  be  urged  against  his 
Amendment  that  if  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners intended  to  use  the  authority 
given  them  under  this  sub-section,  the 
landlord  had  the  power  in  his  own 
hands,  and  could  refuse  to  sell  unless  the 
terms  were  such  as  to  suit  himself;  but 
would  it  not  be  very  likely,  in  that  case, 
that  he  would  be  laid  open  to  a  charge 
of  obstruction  and  of  being  unwilling  to 
assist  in  the  working  of  the  Act  1 


Amendment  moved — 

**  In  paee  3,  line  36,  leav«  ont  Sub-section 


*'In  page 
:'—{The  I 


Duke  of  Manchester. ) 


♦The  Marquess  OP  LANSDOWNE 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  reiul  into  the  sub-section 
more  than  it  actually  contained.  He 
would  like  to  remind  him  of  its  effect. 
Clause  3,  under  which  demesnes  could 
be  bought  and  re-sold  to  the  owners,  was, 
by  general  admission,  a  provision  of 
extraordinary  liberality.  That,  he  was 
glad  to  say,  had  been  conceded  by 
several  noble  Lords  who  had  spoken.  It 
was  an  arrangement  financially  ad- 
vantageous, and,  in  other  ways,  most  con- 
venient to  many  owners  of  land  in 
Ireland,  and  particularly  to  those  who 
owned  heavily-encumbered  estates.  The 
sub-section  merely  said  this,  that  before 
the  Land  Commission  re-sold  to  the 
owner  the  demesne,  it  was  to  take  into 
account  the  amount  of  land  in  the  land- 
lord's occupation  which  might  be  available 
for  the  enlargement  of  holdings  where 
an  enlargement  was  considered  necessary. 
What  that  meant  was  that  if  the  estate 
contained  a  number  of  uneconomic 
holdings,  holdings  too  small  to  support 
a  tenant  and  his  family,  and  if  those 
holdings,  by  means  of  an  addition  of  land, 
could  be  made  sufficient  in  size  to  sup- 
port a  tenant,  that  enlargement  could 
take  place  by  the  utilisation  of  a  part  of 
the  land  which  was  formerly  in  the 
landlord's  hands.  That  was  a  condition 
attached  to  this  extremely  liberal  clause, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  at  all  an  un- 
reasonable one.  He  hoped  the  noble 
Duke  would  not  press  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of   the  House, 
withdrawn. 

*The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said  import- 
ance was  attached  to  the  next  Amend- 
ment in  his  name.  The  sub-section  at 
present  provided  that — 

**  Where  any  land  is  res  >ld  to  the  vendor  in 
pursnaDce  of  this  section  the  Judicial  CommU- 
sioner  may,  if  he  thinks  it  equitable,  on  tl>e 
application  of  any  person  who,  at  the  date  of 
the  sale  of  the  land  to  the  Land  Commission, 
was  entitled  |»  any  estate  in  remainder  or 
reversion  in  that  land,  order,  upon  snch  terms 
and  conditions  as  he  may  thmk  reasonable, 
that  the  land  so  resold  shall  devolve  in  accord 
ance  with  the  terms  of  the  settlement  which 
at  the  date  of  the  sale  to  the  Land  Commission 
affected  it." 
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He  moved  to  omit  the  words  "  to  the 
vendor." 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  40,  to  leave  oat  the  words, 
*  to  the  vendor.'  ''—(The  Earl  ofBelmore,) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  This 
Amendment  is  assented  to. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

♦The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said  his 
next  Amendment  was  to  enable  the  Land 
Commission  to  advance  to  a  vendor 
not  only  enough  to  re-purchase  his 
demesne  and  other  lands  in  his  hands, 
but  also  his  mansion  house,  or  dwelling 
house,  and  other  buildings  thereon.  Mr. 
Wyndham  had  contended  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  *'  demesne  "  included 
the  buildings,  and  that  the  Amendment 
was  unnecessary.  This  seemed  too 
doubtful  to  be  accepted.  It  had  been 
laid  down  that  the  definition  of  demesne 
lands  under  the  Land  Code  was  *' lands 
held  by  the  owner  with  the  mansion 
house "  (per  Sir  E.  Sullivan,  C,  in 
Griffin  v,  Taylor;  16  Law  Reports, 
Ireland).  The  Settled  Land  Act  of  L<^82, 
Section  15,  spoke  of  **  The  principal 
mansion  house  on  any  settled  land,  and 
the  demesnes  thereof."  This  seemed  to 
differentiate  between  the  two.  Further, 
under  Section  5  of  the  Land  Act  of 
1896,  demesne  lands  could  be  unde- 
roesned,  whilst  the  house  would  still 
remain  a  mansion  house.  It  did  not 
seem  clear,  therefore,  that  the  word 
"dem^ne**  necessarily  included  the 
mansion  house  and  buildings,  and  the 
Amendment  was  therefore  necessary. 
Its  principle  had  already  been  accepted 
by  Mr.  Wyndham. 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  page  4,  after  line  6,  after  the  word 
•  it,'  to  insert  the  following  new  subsection — 
*(5)  Any  advance  made  to  a  vendor  under 
this  section  for  the  re-purchase  by  him  of  any 
land  may  include  the  re-purchase  of  any 
mansion,  dwellins-house,  or  other  buildings  | 
thereon.'  ''—{The  Earl  ofBelmore,) 

*LoRD  ASHBOURNE  said  the  point 

raised  by  the  noble  Earl  was  dealt  with 

in   a  subsequent   Amendment  standing 

in  the  name   of   the   noble    Duke   the 

The  Earl  of  Belnwie, 


Leader  of  the  House,  who  proposed  to 
move  that  the  expression  ** demesne'^ 
should  include  any  mansion-house  or 
other  building  thereon. 

♦The  Earl  of  BELMORE :  Will  that 
have  the  effect  I  desire  ? 

Lord  ASHBOURNE :  Yes,  that  is  so 
intended. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,, 
withdrawn. 

Lord  DUNBOYNE  explained  that 
the  object  of  his  Amendment  was  to 
secure  that  the  vendor  should  get  an 
advance  of  one-third  of  the  whole  of  the 
value  of  his  estates  whether  they  were 
sold  at  one  time  or  at  different  occasions. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  4,  line  5,  after  the  word  *it'  to 
insert  tne  following  new  sub-section — *  (6)  In 
estimating  the  amount  which  may  be  advanced 
under  this  section  for  the  re-purchase  by  the 
vendor  of  any  demesne  or  other  land,  and  any 
mansion  or  dwelling-house  or  other  buildings 
thereon,  the  Land  Commission  may  take  into 
account  the  aggreeate  amount  of  the  purchase- 
money  of  the  holdings  and  other  parcels  of 
land  sold  by  the  same  vendor,  or  by  bis  prede- 
cessors in  title,  under  this  Act.*" — {Lord  Dun - 
hoyne. ) 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  supported  the 
Amendment. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  this  was  a 
matter  which  had  to  be  dealt  with  from 
the  Treasury  point  of  view,  and  he  had 
reason  to  know  that  the  Treasury  did  not 
see  their  way  to  accede  to  the  suggestion 
contained  in  the  Amendment. 

*Thk  Earl  of  DON  OUGHMORE  held 
that  the  Amendment  would  not  involve 
the  expenditure  of  a  single  extra  shilling. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  took  a  similar 
view,  and  failed  to  see  why  the  Amend- 
ment should  not  be  accepted. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  The 
Treasury  have  had  the  Amendment  under 
consideration  this  very  day,  and  they  do 
not  see  their  way  to  accept  it. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  :  Perhaps  they 
do  not  understand  it. 

Lord  DUNBOYNE  said  the  Amend- 
ment  could  not  cast  any  additional  burden 
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on  the  Treasury,  because  the  limit  of 
£20,000  would  still  exist.  Moreover, 
Mr.  Wjndham  had  stated  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  a  vendor  might  sell 
his  property  in  various  small  portions 
and  re-purchase  his  demesne  in  equally 
«mall  portions.  Therefore  the  Amend- 
ment placed  no  additional  burden  on  the 
Treasury. 

The  Dukb  of  ABERCORN  sug- 
gested the  withdrawal  of  the  Amend- 
ment until  the  Report  stage,  so  as  to 
give  the  Treasury  time  to  reconsider  it. 

The    Duke  op    DEVONSHIRE :    I 
will  endeavour  to  ascertain  a  little  more  | 
Accurately  what  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Treasury  is. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

**In  Pftge  4,  line  5,  after  the  word  *it/  to 
insert  tne  following  new  sab-section  :  *  (5)  If 
the  owner  of  any  demesne,  or  other  land  or 
premises  in  his  oconpation,  sold  to  the  Land 
Commission  under  this  section,  does  not  re- 
purchase the  same  within  the  prescribed  time, 
the  Land  Commission  may  sell  the  same  to 
any  persons  entitled  to  the  estate  sold  nnder 
«ny  settlement  thereof,  according  as  they  mav 
be  successively  entitled  thereto  under  such 
settlement.'" — (J he  Earl  of  Donoughmore,) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
sm  advised  that  the  sale  ought  to  be, 
not  to  the  remainder-man  himself  but 
to  the  trustees,  and  I  would  suggest  the 
following  modification— 

'*(5)  If  the  owner  of  any  demesne,  or  other 
land  subject  to  settlement  and  sold  to  the 
Land  Commission,  does  not  repurchase  the 
«ame  within  the  prescribed  time,  the  Land 
Commission  may  make  an  advance  under  this 
«ection  to  the  trustees  of  the  settlement,  and 
in  such  case  the  land  resold  shall  be  held 
Aibjeot  to  the  trusts  of  the  settlement." 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE 
^accepted  the  Amendment. 

On  Question,  sub-section,  as  amended, 
•agreed  ta 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to< 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  said  the  object  of 
the  new  clause  which  he  proposed  to 
move  was  to  enable  a  landlord  to  borrow 
money  for   the  purpose    of   purchasing 


parcels  of  land  rounding  off  hia  estate. 
It  might  be  argued  that  as  the  land- 
lord was  selling  his  property  he  would 
have  plenty  of  cash  to  purchase  this 
land  himself,  but  he  pointed  out  that 
the  purchase  money  would  in  most 
cases  remain  in  trust,  and  the  landlord 
was  not  able  to  invest  it  in  the  purchase 
of  tenant-rights  on  his  own  property. 
The  great  point  to  his  mind  was  the  one 
which  would  affect  almost  every  estate  in 
Ireland.  It  was  that  there  were  always 
to  be  found  comers  of  land  cutting  into 
a  demesne,  and  it  was  only  right  that 
power  should  be  given  to  the  owners  to 
obtain  such  portions  of  land  which  would 
be  of  great  importance  to  their  estates. 
He  begged  to  move  to  insert  in  the  Bill 
the  foSowing  new  clause — 

Amendment  moved,  "To  insert  the 
following  new  clause. *' 

**  Where  the  tenant  of  a  holding  desires  to 
sell  his  interest  in  the  whole  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  the  landlord  desires  to  purchase 
the  same,  the  liai^l  Commission  may  advance 
to  the  landlord  the  purchase  money  thereof 
on  the  same  terms  as  to  amount  and  repay- 
ment as  are  provided  in  this  Act  respecting 
advances  to  tenants  for  the  purchase  of  their 
holdings." — (Lord  Inchiquin,) 

The  Earl  of  CREWE  said  he  wished 
to  say  a  word  or  two  in  support,  to  a 
limited  extent,  of  the  Motion.  They  all 
agreed  that  the  retention  of  their  de 
mesnes  by  the  landlords  in  Ireland  was 
one  of  the  most  desirable  objects  this 
Bill  intended  to  promote.  If  that  could 
be  done  more  agreeably  and  amicably 
by  the  insertion  of  some  words  like 
those  proposed,  it  would  be  an  exceed- 
ingly desirable  thing.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  thought  the  wording  of  the 
Amendment  was  rather  wide,  and  if 
the  noble  Lord  would  insert  some  words 
to  limit  the  Amendment  to  the  object 
which  he  had  particularly  in  view — viz., 
the  rounding  off  of  demesnes,  he  should 
certainly  press  the  Grovernment  to 
accept  it.  But,  as  the  Amendment 
stood,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the 
landlord  buying  anywhere  all  over  his 
estate,  and  that  seemed  a  very  wide 
power  to  give. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  in  the  Act 
of  1896  a  similar  clause  was  brought  in, 
dealing   with    the    purchase    of^small 
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holdings  in  the  vicinity  of,  or  adjacent 
to,  the  demesnes.  It  was  then  agreed 
that  a  portion  of  the  guarantee  deposit 
should  be  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
those  small  holdings  if  found  to  be 
necessary.  They  could  not  lay  suflScient 
stress  on  the  value  of  the  Amendment. 
If  the  Government  really  meant  what 
they  said,  and  desired  to  keep  the 
landlords  in  the  country  after  they  had 
sold  the  larger  portions  of  their  estates, 
it  would  be  a  wise  policy,  although  with 
little  expense  to  the  Treasury,  to  assist 
them  to  purchase  the  holdings  adjacent 
to  their  demesnes. 


♦The  Ma'^quess  of  LANSDOWNE:  I 
quite  enter  into  the  feelings  of  the  noble 
Lords  who  desire  to  round  off  their 
demesnes.  It  is  not  in  Ireland  alone 
that  people  desire  to  add  to  their  posses- 
sions in  this  manner.  The  Amend- 
ment, however,  as  it  now  standi, 
goes  far  beyond  that,  because  it  enables 
the  landlord  to  purchase  any  holding 
from  his  tenants,  no  matter  where 
situate,  and  to  receive  for  the  purpose 
advances  from  the  Land  Commission. 
We  could  not  possibly  consent  to  so 
lar^e  a  widening  of  the  scope  of  the  Bill. 
Although  the  noble  Duke  took  us  good- 
humouredly  to  task  for  subservience  to 
the  Treasury  in  this  matter,  we  have  to 
bear  in  mind  that  this  Bill  is  founded 
upon  considerable  concessions  on  the 
part  of  the  Treasury,  and  it  is  not  reason- 
able to  expect  them  to  add  largely  to  the 
extent  of  those  concessions.  I  would 
point  out  that  it  is  not  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  Irish  landowners  to  add  to 
the  land  in  their  occupation  that  the 
Bill  was  framed,  and  that  any  attempt 
to  do  so  would  certainly  be  foreign  to 
the  general  purpose  and  scope  of  the 
measure.  The  purpose  of  the  Bill  is  to 
convert  the  tenants  of  Irish  land  into 
owners  thereof,  but  the  clause  would 
effect  an  entirely  different  purpose. 
Therefore  as  the  Amendment  stands  we 
certainly  cannot  regard  it  with  iavour, 
and  I  am  moreover  advised  that  under 
(  lause  2  of  the  Bill  there  are  already 
given  facilities  for  the  exchange  and  re- 
arrangement of  parcels  of  land  which 
will  enable  vendors  to  bring  about  the 
kind  consolidation  which  the  supporters 
of  the  Amendment  so  much  desire. 

Lurd  Castldown. 


♦Earl  SPENCER:  I  think  that 
our  experience  of  last  year  has  taught 
us  new  lessons  with  r^ard  to  the  point 
that  I  am  going  to  raise.  Is  not  this  a 
question  which  comes  under  the  head  of 
privilege  ?  It  will  be  a  considerable  in- 
crease in  the  money  advanced  by  the- 
Treasury,  and  it  may  lead  to  a  consider- 
able difficulty.  Last  year  there  wer& 
extraordinary  questions  of  privilege 
raised  in  connection  with  the  Education 
Act,  and  this  may  come  in  the  same  sort 
of  category.  Does  not  this  Amendment 
come  within  that  class  of  proposall  k 
have  considerable  sympathy  with  the 
Amendment  as  proposed,  but  it  striken 
me  that  it  may  be  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  Pro- 
bably  the  noble  Earl  is  right,  and 
although  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  occupy  ourselves  in  consideration  of 
the  points,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
other  House  would  take  any  notice  of 
them  if  sent  there. 

Lord  DUNBOYNE  said  it  seemed  U> 
him  that  land  must  be  very  depreciated 
in  value  if  the  fee-simple  was  worth  less, 
than  the  tenant-right. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE 
said  he  wished  to  point  out,  with  great 
deference,  that  with  regard  to  the  principle 
of  this  Amendment  it  would  not  cost 
the  Treasury  another  shilling  if  it  were  ta 
be  passed.  They  would  simply  have  to- 
lend  a  little  more,  but  it  would  be  nothing, 
out  of  their  pockets,  because  the  bonus 
given  under  the  Bill  did  not  apply  to- 
any  case,  coming  under  Clause  3. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  a«ked  if  the 
Government  could  see  their  way  to  accept 
the  clause  if  it  were  to  be  amended  and 
brought  in  at  a  later  stage. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE :  It  appears  to- 
me  that  this  Amendment  would  entirely 
upset  the  scheme  and  intention  of  th& 
Land  Purchase  Code  which  was  based 
on  the  intention  of  creating  occupying 
owners.  You  will  not  find  anything  in 
the  Bill  which  enables  the  landlord  to* 
buy  more  land. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE 
said  there  was  a  clause  in  the  Act  of  1881 
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which  gave  the  landlords  power  to  buy 
the  interests  of  the  tenants'  holding,  and 
this  Amendment  merely  suggests  you 
should  lend  him  the  money. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  replied  that 
pre-emption  was  another  matter,  and  was 
put  in  the  Bill  for  another  purpose. 

Thk  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
doubt  whether  the  question  could  be  con- 
sidered in  any  form.  Certainly  there  is 
iioiquestion  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  that  this 
Bill  was  not  intended  to  establish  a 
question  of  authorising  the  Treasury  to 
advance  money  to  purdiase  anything  but 
the  fee  on  the  property.  The  idea  of 
purchasing  the  interest  cl  the  t  enant  is  ab- 
solutely auen  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
One  noble  Lord  said  it  would  not  cost  the 
Treasury  anything.  It  may  not  cost 
anything  directly  out  of  their  pocket,  but 
all  these  proposals  add  to  the  amount 
which  the  Treasury  has  to  find,  and  is 
required  to  lend.  That  is  a  matter  on 
wWch  the  Treasury  is  entitled  to  have 
a  voice,  because  the  larger  the  loan  which 
the  Treasury  is  called  upon  to  issue 
the  more  serious  matter  does  it  become 
for  them  to  deal  with.  It  follows,  there- 
fore, that  the  Treasury  are  distinctly 
interested  in  anything  which  increases 
the  amount  of  advance  they  are  called 
upon  to  make. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  of  BRANDON 
said  he  thought  words  ought  to  be 
introduced  into  the  clause  in  order  to 
protect  the  remainder-man.  Those 
tenants  could  only  be  dealt  with  outside 
the  zone,  and  the  remainder-man  ought 
to  be  put  into  the  clause.  He  would 
ask  the  Government  to  consider  the 
question. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  his  noble 
friend  would  observe  that  even  in  this 
Clause  5  they  had  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  security,  and  that  the  agreed 
price  was  equitable.  That  would 
indicate  that  everything  was  taken  into 
account.  He  would,  however,  consider 
the  matter  before  the  Report  stage. 


Clause  5  agreed  to. 
Clause  6. 

Lord  ORANxMORE  and  BROWNE 
said  he  hoped  the  noble  Duke  would  see 
his  way  to  accept  the  next  Amendment, 
which  was  only  intended  to  make  clearer 
what  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  clause.  As  Sub-sections 
4  and  5  now  stood,  two  things  were 
necessary  to  constitute  a  congested 
estate,  and  if  both  those  conditions  were 
carried  out  the  Land  Commission  might 
purchase  the  estate  at  a  higher  price. 
His  object  was  that  no  estate  should  be 
declared  to  be  a  congested  estate  unless 
the  owner  had  appued  to  the  Land 
Commission  that  this  should  be  done. 
He  might  be  told  that  it  was  no  hardship 
to  the  landlord  to  have  his  estate  made  a 
congested  estate,  and  that,  on  the  contrary, 
it  made  it  rather  better,  as  a  better  price 
would  be  obtained.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, that  noble  Lords  would  agree 
that  the  mere  fact  of  an  estate  being 
made  a  congested  estate,  placed  it  in 
a*  lower  class,  and,  possibly,  the  initial ' 
value  placed  upon  it  by  the  Commission 
would  be  less  than  if  it  were  an  ordinary 
estate.  That  would  not  be  counter- 
balanced by  any  condition  made  by 
Sub-clause  4  under  the  Bill.  What 
he  desired  to  make  quite  plain 
was  that  the  owner  must  apply 
to  have  his  estate  made  a  congested  estate, 
and  not  until  that  had  been  done  must 
the  Land  Commission  certify  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  that  it  was  so. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  5,  to  leave  out  Sab-sections  4  and  5 
and  insert  ihe  words :  *  (4)  Where  the  owner  of 
an  estate  makes  an  application  in  the  prescribed 
manner  under  this  clause,  the  Land  Commis- 
sion may  certify  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  that 
the  purchase  and  re-sale  of  the  estate  are  de- 
sirable, in  view  of  i  he  wants  and  circumstances 
of  the  tenants,  then  such  an  estate  shall  be 
considered  a  *  congested  estate,'  and  thereupon 
the  Land  Commission  may  purchase  the  estate 
for  a  price  to  be  agreed  upon,  and,  in  such  case, 
the  condition  in  this  section  as  to  re-sale 
without  prospect  of  loss  may  be  relaxed  to 
such  an  extent  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant  may 
determine.  Provided  alwayn  that  no  ebtate 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  *  copg(>sted  estate,' 
unless  half  the  area  thereof  consists  of  holdings 
not  exceeding  £5  in  rateable  value,  or 
of  mountain  or  bog  land,  or  not  leas  than  a 
quarter  of  the  area  of  which  is  held  in  rundale, 
or  intermixed  plots.'  "—  (Lord  Oramnore  and 
Broume.) 
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♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  entirely  follow 
the  argument  of  the  noble  Lord.  I  do 
i.ot  understand  whether  he  is  dissatisfied 
with  the  clause  as  it  stands.  This  is  a 
clause  which  deals  with  sale  and  purchase 
without  reference  to  the  zones.  The 
landlord  under  this  clause  goes  and 
offers  his  estate  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission, who  make  inquiry  and 
satisfy  themselves  that  three-fourths  of 
the  tenants  are  ready  to  buy.  They  then 
take  the  estate  off  the  landlord's  hands  and 
proceed  to  re-sell  it.  Then  the  clause 
goes  on  to  say  that  in  certain  cases  the 
Land  Commission  may  buy  and  re-sell  at  a 
loss  to  the  Exchequer.  That  is  another 
instance  of  the  liberal  manner  in 
which  the  Treasury  has  dealt  with  this 
Bill.  It  is,  however,  laid  down  that  these 
sales  at  a  loss  are  only  to  take  place 
where  the  estate  is  a  congested  estate — 
that  is  to  say,  where  it  falls  within  the 
definition  contained  in  Sub-section  5  of 
the  clause.  That  seems  to  be  a  most 
reasonable  arrangement.  I  gather  that 
the  noble  Lord  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment desires  that  none  of  these  things 
shall  take  place  except  with  the  knowledge 
and  concurrence  of  the  owner  of  the  est<ate. 
But  the  whole  clause,  as  I  understand 
15,  is  covered  by  the  words  of  Sub-section 
l,and  the  whole  machinery  is,  in  fact,  set 
in  motion  by  the  landlord. 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 
said  that  although  the  explanation  of  the 
noWe  Marquess  was  satisfactory,  it  seemed 
rather  doubtful  whether  the  opening 
words  of  Sub-section  1  covered  Sub-sec- 
tions 4  and  5.  He  thought  his  Amend- 
ment made  it  clearer,  but  if  there  was  no 
doubt  about  it  he  would  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
I  can  promise  the  noble  Lord  that  the 
suggestion  shall  be  examined,  but  I  cannot 
pledge  myself  as  to  the  result  of  the 
examination. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  6  agreed  to. 

Clause  7. 

Lord  DUNBOYNE  said  he  hoped  that 
the  Amendment  which  he  had  to  move 
would    commend    itself     to     the    Lord 


Chancellor  of  Ireland.  It  was  purely  a 
legal  point,  and  many  noble  Lords  were 
doubtless  imacquainted  with .  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896. 
The  effect  of  this  clause  would  be  to 
enable  the  Estates  Commissioners  to  force 
the  Land  Judges  to  sell  estates  lying 
unsold  in  their  Court.  The  number  of 
such  estates  was  very  large,  and  the  Land 
Judges  refused  to  sell  under  an  artificially 
depreciated  state  of  the  land  market  in 
Ireland.  His  Amendment  proposed  that 
the  powers  of  Clause  7  of  this  Act  should 
only  be  put  into  operation  in  such  cases 
as  were  within  Section  40  of  the  Act 
of  1896.  To  bring  that  section  into 
effect  it  was  necessary  either  (1)  for  an 
absolute  order  for  sale  to  be  made  by  the 
Judge,  (2)  for  a  Receiver  to  be  appointed, 
or  (3)  for  the  estate  to  be  insolvent.  The 
object  of  the  Amendment  was  that  Section 
40  of  the  Act  of  1896  should  apply  to 
these  estates,  and  would,  in  fact,  linit  it  to 
insolvent  estates. 

Amendment  moved — 

''  In  page  5,  line  21,  alter  <  1858'  to  insert 
the  words,  '  and  to  which  the  provisions  of 
Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896  apply.'  ''-^Lord 
Dunhoynt,) 

^LoRD  ASHBOURNE  :  I  do  not  know 
what  useful  purpose  my  noble  friend 
thinks  would  be  served  here.  I  should 
think  it  might  create  danger  to  solvent 
owners.  Why  should  words  be  introduced 
here  which  might  practically  have  that 
effect? 

Lord  DUNBOYNE  said  the  effect  of 
Clause  7  as  it  stood  was  that  the  Estates 
Commissioners  could  force  the  liand 
Judges  to  sell  any  or  all  estates  now  in 
their  Court  for  sale,  without  consideration 
whether  the  properties  were  solvent  or 
insolvent.  He  wanted  to  restrict  that 
power  to  insolvent  estates. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE :  I  will  look  into 
what  has  been  said  by  the  noble  Lord, 
but  I  must  say  that  it  will  come  with 
extreme  surprise  if  there  is  any  founda- 
tion for  the  dangers  that  have  been 
suggested.  I  belieye  the  effect  of 
introducing  these  words  might  be  to 
confine  the  operation  of  the  section  purely 
to  insolvent  estates,  and  the  effect  of  that 
might  be  to  prevent  the  most  potent 
buyer  in  the  land  market  in  Ireland  in  the 
future  from  coming  in  and  bidding  for  the 
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solvent  estates.  I  am  sure  that  those 
concerned  in  the  administration  of  that 
Court  would  be  surprised  at,  and  would 
not  concur  with,  the  view  suggested  by 
the  noble  Lord.  I  will,  however,  consider 
the  matter  carefully  before  the  Eeport 
fitage. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  some 
estates  were  brought  in  under  Section  40 
with  a  view  to  the  collection  of  rents,  and 
in  some  cases  those  estates  had  become 
solvent  estates.  It  would  be  very  unfair 
if  those  solvent  estates  were  brought  in, 
And  thus  were  unable  to  get  the  bonus. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  Judge  Ross 
bad  applied  himself  steadily  to  the  idea  of 
preventing  people  in  Ireland  under  the 
^gis  of  his  Court  from  regarding  it  as  a 
mere  rent-collecting  body.  He  would 
consider  the  subject. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  said  he  wished 
to  move  an  Amendment  which  would 
enable  the  vendor  to  know  the  amount  of 
the  purchase  money  and  the  amoimt 
of  the  arrears.  At  present  the  two  sums 
were  lumped  together,  and  it  surely  was 
desirable  for  the  vendor  to  know  the 
amount  of  arrears  charged  for. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  37,  after  the  word  *  offer '  to 
insert  the  words  *  and  the  amount  of  purchase 
money  iherefor.'  In  line  39,  after  the  word 
"•  <Jomraission '  to  insert  the  words  *  and  the 
amount  of  purchase  money  therefor.'  In  line 
40,  after  the  first  word  '  the '  to  insert  the 
word  *  total.'  "—{Lord  Clonbrock.) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  Those 
who  have  drafted  this  Bill  are  of  opinion 
that  these  particulars  would  not  be  of  any 
benefit  to  the  owner,  or  to  anyone  else. 
All  particulars  that  were  thought  neces- 
sary have  been  drafted  in  the  clause,  and 
It  is  not  considered  that  there  would  be 
4iny  advantage  in  adding  the  words 
suggested. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  the  tenant 
for  life  would  know  exactly  what  he  was 
selling,  and  the  remainder-man  would 
be  able  to  know  what  he  was  to  receive 
as  his  inheritance.  Unless  the  Amendment 
was  accepted  there  would  be  continuous 
0  actions  between  the  remainder-man  and 


the  tenant  for  life    in  order  to  settle 
the  question. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
cannot  undertake  to  accept  it. 

I      Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Glauses  7  to  10  agreed  to. 

Clause  11. 

Thk  Duke  of  ABERCORN  said  the 
clause  as  it  now  stood  would  abolish 
guarantee  deposits  entirely.  In  all  these 
cases  the  Land  Commission  was  bound  to 
sanction  advances,  but  in  other  cases  it 
would  be  desirable  to  leave  the  Land 
Commission  discretionary  power  to  re- 
serve the  guarantee  deposits,  otherwise 
they  might  refuse  to  sanction  as  large  a 
price  as  they  would  pass  had  they  the 
power  to  reserve  deposits,  and  thus  the 
sales  would  be  seriously  affected.  The 
Amendment  would  not  only  help  sales, 
but  it  was  in  the  interests  both  of  the 
(government  and  of  the  Bill,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  noble  Duke  would 
accept  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  7,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  the  foregoing  provisions  *  and  insert  the  words 
'Sub-section  1  of  Section  1.'"— (7%e  Duke  of 
A  bercom. ) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  On 
former  occasions  landlords  frequently 
made  complaints  about  guarantee  deposits. 
The  provisions  of  this  Bill  have  enabled 
guarantee  deposits  to  be  dispensed  with. 
It  was  intended  to  provide  security  for 
the  advance,  but  in  this  Bill  other  securi- 
ties, which  are  considered  sufficient,  have 
been  taken,  and  it  is  now  considered  that 
the  guarantee  deposit  is  no  longer  required 
in  any  case.  The  only  object  of  this 
Amendment  would  be  to  enable  a  larger 
price  to  be  obtained  for  the  estate  than 
that  which  would  otherwise  be  given. 
The  Amendment  would  probably  be 
strongly  resisted  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  representatives  of  the  tenants 
on  that  ground,  and  would  be  by  them 
regarded  as  being,  to  a  certain  extent,  a 
breach  of  compromise.  I  do  not  think 
that  any  suggestion  to  this  effect  was  made 
in  the  other  House,  and  certainly  the 
reasons  which  have  been  advanced  by  the 
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noble  Duke  in  bringing  it  forward,  are 
not  sufficient  to  induce  us  to  think  that 
the  Bill  ought  to  be  altered. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  said  if  the 
noble  Duke  said  it  would  cause  a  breach 
of  the  compromise,  and  would  lead  to 
further  discussion,  he  was  willing  to  with- 
draw it,  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  he 
thought  the  Amendment  was  a  very 
simple  one,  and  could  have  been  accepted 
by  the  Government  without  detriment  to 
the  well-being  of  the  Bill. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I  do 
not  think  if  we  sent  this  Amendment 
back  to  ihe  other  House  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  enable  the  landlords  to  get 
a  better  price  from  the  tenants,  it  would 
commend  itself  to  the  approval  of  the 
other  House. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  1 1  agreed  to. 

Clause  12. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  of  BRANDON 
said  he  had  given  notice  of  an  Amend- 
ment to  carry  out  the  intention  of  both 
the  Government  and  the  leaders  of  the 
Nationalist  Party,  but  he  did  not  intend 
to  press  it  then,  as  some  of  his  friends 
were  not  certain  that  it  would  carry  out 
the  desired  object.  He  hoped  that  at  a 
later  stage  of  the  Bill  something  would 
be  produced  to  safeguard  the  interests  of 
those  men  who  had  shown  themselves 
loyal  and  law-abiding  citizens.  Thev 
knew  by  past  experience  that  although 
Parliament  mi^ht  mean  one  thing,  unless 
its  opinion  was  expressed  in  some  printed 
document  the  exact  opposite  might  be 
carried  out,  and  he  wanted  it  made 
perfectly  clear  that  the  interests  of  these 
loyal  men  would  be  safeguarded.  In 
the  meanwhile,  he  would  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Clause  12  agreed  to. 

Clause  13. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHxMORE  said 
the  Amendment  he  desired  to  move  was 
considered   as  very  important   over  the 

The  Dvke  oj  Devonshire. 


whole  of  Ireland.  He  spoke  at  8om& 
length  upon  the  subject  on  the  Second 
Reading,  out  the  superior  attractions  of  the 
dinner  hour  proved  too  strong  for  hi» 
noble  friends,  and  he  was  afraid  that  he 
would  now  have  to  repeat  the  remarks  he 
then  made.  They  thought  that  the  con- 
dition of  sporting  rights,  as  delineated  in 
this  clause,  was  extremely  unsatisfactory. 
The  object  of  the  Amendment  moved  in 
another  place  was  to  continue  the  position 
of  sporting  rights,  as  it  was  under  the 
past  Purchase  Acts,  but  he  hoped  to  show 
that  it  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  It 
instituted  a  very,  very  unfair  possibility 
to  the  landlord,  for  the  reason  that  under 
previous  Purchase  Acts  it  had  nearly^ 
always  happened  that  the  sporting  rights- 
had  been  retained  with  the  landlord,  and 
there  was  no  question  whatever  on  the- 
tenant's  part  as  to  the  retention.  Aa 
the  clause  was  worded  at  present,  it  said 
that  the  exclusive  sporting  rights  of  the 
landlord  might  be  reserved  to  him  or 
might  be  transferred  to  the  tenant. 
What  did  that  mean  ?  It  meant  that 
when  the  landlord  went  to  arrange  a. 
price  with  the  tenant  the  latter  would 
naturally,  as  the  clause  gave  him  the 
power  to  do,  cause  the  sporting  rights  to- 
enter  into  bhebargain  and  say,  "If  you  have 
them  you  must  give  me  consideration  for 
them."  That  was  an  entirely  new  prin- 
ciple to  insert  in  the  Bill,  and  he  claimed 
that  it  was  a  very  unfair  one.  But  there 
was  more  than  that.  Thia  clause  wa» 
introduced  in  another  place,  drafted  b^ 
the  Solicitor-General  of  England,  and 
he  was  sorry  to  sav  that  the  wording 
of  the  clause  only  illustrated  once  more 
the  fact  that,  although  they  had  one 
or  two  notable  exceptions  in  the  House, 
when  a  learned  lawyer  descended  into  the 
field  of  sport,  he  got  hopelessly  out  of  his 
depth.  The  clause  dealt  only  with  the 
vendors*  sporting  rights,  but  there  were 
separate  sorts  of  sporting  rights  in  Ireland,, 
and  the  other  two  were  absolutely 
neglected  by  this  Bill.  The  first  sort  waa 
the  one  dealt  with  in  the  Bill,  i.e.,  the 
vendors'  exclusive  sporting  rights;  the 
second  was  the  concurrent  rights  which 
were  shared  by  the  landlord  and  the 
tenant,  and  the  third  were  the  tenants'" 
exclusive  sporting  rights,  which  were^ 
found  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
and  which  ought  to  be  dealt  with  under 
the  Bill.  The  Amendment  which  h» 
begged  to  submit  dealt  with  all   those 
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rights,  and  he  asked  them  to  look  at  it. 
The  first  sub-section  said : — 

"  Where  any  land  lis  sold  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  all  sporting  rights  shall,  after 
the  sale,  in  ddEault  of  any  agreement  to  the 
contrary,  and  subject  to  the  subsequent  pro- 
visions of  this  Act,  remain  vested  in  the  pfirsons 
in  whom  the  same  were  vested  in  like  manner 
as  the  Bame  were  held  immediately  prior  to  the 
sale  of  the  said  land,  and  for  the  same  interests, 
but  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Ground 
Game  Act,  1880. 

He  claimed  that  that  sub-section  abso- 
lutely carried  on  the  status  quo,  which 
was  the  object  of  the  Gtovemment  in  this 
Bill.  The  second  sub-section  provided 
that — 

"  The  tenant  shall  be  at  liberty,  at  the  time 
of  the  sale  of  the  land,  to  tnuufer  to  the 
vendor,  by  agreement,  by  such  right-)  as  shall 
be  at  that  date  vested  in  him,  upon  any  such 
terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon." 

Whilst  the  third  sub-section  set  forth 
that— 

'*  In  default  of  any  such  asreemeot  between 
the  tenant  and  the  vendor,  aJl  sporting  right-*, 
save  those  already  vested  in  the  vendor,  shall 
go  to  and  be  vested  in  the  Land  Ck>mmi88ion, 
and  the  Land  Commission  shall  offer  the  same 
for  sale  or  letting  in  the  first  place  to  the  vendor 
of  the  estate,  and  in  case  the  vendor  shall  refuse 
to  purchase  same,  then  the  Land  Commission 
may  deal  wi^h  same  as  they  may  think  fit." 

It  might  be  objected  that  by  the  last 
words  of  the  third  sub-section  the  sporting 
rights  were  taken  away  from  the  tenant 
and  given  to  the  landlord,  and  there  was 
to  be  no  payment  whatever,  but  he  would 
point  out  that  under  the  Act  of  1881  the 
exclusive  sporting  rights  of  the  tenant 
were  of  very,  very  little  value.  Under 
the  present  state  of  the  law,  if  the  landlord 
bad  not  reserved  his  rights  the  operation 
of  the  Land  Acts  came  in.  The  tenant 
served  notice  on  the  landlord  that  he 
intended  to  apply  to  the  Court  to  have  a 
fair  rent  fixed.  By  that  step  the  landlord 
at  once  received  a  concurrent  right  with 
the  tenant  in  the  sporting  rights  in  that 
holding,  and  when  the  fair  rent  was  fixed 
by  the  Land  Commission  that  Commission 
had  no  option  whatever,  if  the  landlord 
pleased,  but  to  give  him  the  exclusive 
sporting  rights.  Therefore  he  claimed 
*  that  the  tenant^s  exclusive  sporting  rights, 
where  they  existed,  were  of  very  little 
value,  because  they  might  be  taken  away 
without  compensation  at  the  end  of  fifteen 
years. 


He  would  strongly  press  another 
point.  It  was  to  the  interests  of  the  whole 
country  that  the  landlord  should  keep* 
these  sporting  rights  for  various  reasons.. 
It  was  admitted  that  the  Gk)vemment 
wanted  the  landlords  to  stay  in  Ireland. 
If  they  wanted  them  to  do  that  they  must 
give  them  an  interest  in  the  country,  and 
so  far  as  he  could  see  the  only  interest  they 
would  have  was  the  interest  in  these  sport- 
ing rights.  In  his  own  case  he  was  most 
anxious  to  keep  them.  Further,  it  was 
necessary  to  have  a  spending  class  in  the 
country,  and  as  the  landlords  were  a 
spending  class  the  GU)vernment  ought  ta 
try  and  keep  them  in  the  country.  He 
would  next  urge  that  these  sporting  rights, 
when  propeny  looked  after,  brought 
money  into  the  country.  The  landlords^ 
let  their  houses  as  hunting  boxes;  they 
let  their  fishing  and  their  shooting.  But 
it  was  not  only  the  landlord  who  benefited 
by  the  foreigner  coming  into  the  country 
to  spend  his  money ;  every  class  of  th& 
community  benefited.  The  local  shop- 
keepers and  the  car-drivers  derived  a 
benefit ;  the  tenants  benefited  by  selling 
their  horses  to  rich  visitors,  and  in 
fact  every  class  in  Ireland  benefited 
by  the  advent  of  the  rich  foreigner. 
The  sporting  rights  must  be  kept 
in  the  country,  and  the  landlord  class 
were  the  proper  people  to  keep  them 
up.  They  were  the  only  people  with  the- 
knowledge,  because  they  nad  kept  them 
up  for  years.  They  were  the  only  people 
with  an  organisation,  the  only  people 
with  keepers,  and  the  only  people  with 
watchers ;  and  experience  proved  that,  if 
the  sporting  rights  were  taken  away  from, 
the  landlords,  sport  would  disappear  from 
the  country.  In  Ireland  they  had  a  body 
called  the  Game  Protection  Association,, 
the  president  of  which  was  adistinguishei 
Member  of  their  Lordships'  House,  and  to 
which  they  all  subscribed.  He  had  an 
extract  from  a  memorandum  which  they 
published,  which  was  as  follows : — 

"The  almost  universal  experience  of  the 
members  of  the  association  has  been  that  where- 
1  he  game  rights  have  been  vested  in  the  tenant;* 
in  a  sale  of  their  farms  under  the  existing; 
Land  Acts,  such  game  lights  are  utterly 
neglected,  and  the  game  rapiuly  exterminated. 
For  years  past  the  association  has  been  endea- 
vouring to  make  the  tenants  realise  the  money 
loss  which  they  were  suffering  by  their  foolislk 
aces  in  this  respect,  but  with  small  success." 

That  extract  entirely  agreed  with  his  own 
experience  on  the  subject.  He  knew 
parts  of  the  country  in  his  own  district 
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where  tenants  had  acquired  sporting  rights 
and  there  was  no  game  left.  Among  the 
sporting  rights  were  those  of  hunting, 
and  he  presmned  that  meant  the  right  of 
iox  hunting.  Unless  these  rights  were 
preserved  to  the  landlord,  who  would  look 
after  the  fox  covers  1  On  fox  hunting 
depended  the  horse-breeding  industry, 
which  was  the  one  prominent  industry 
Temaining  in  the  country.  The  tenant 
had  no  time  to  look  after  fox  covers,  and 
if  they  went,  fox  hunting  would  go,  horse 
breeding  would  follow,  and  the  only  thins 
that  kept  the  country  above  water  would 
be  utterly  wasted.  Then  with  regard  to 
maintaining  the  streams,  the  landlord  had 
watchers  to  prevent  poaching,  but  if  the 
-waters  were  handed  over  to  the  tenant 
nothing  at  all  would  be  done.  The  salmon- 
fishing,  if  handed  over  to  the  tenant,  who 
cared  nothing  for  it,  would  disappear. 

Then  with    regard  to  the  other  Sub- 
section, which  was — 
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"Where  a  sale  has  taken  place  under  the 
Land  l^irchase  Acts  of  holdings  or  an  estate, 
and  the  purchase  asreement  provides  that  the 
sporting  rights  shall  belong  to  the  vendor,  or 
where  the  sporting  rights  vest  in  the  LaJid 
Commission  under  this  Act,  there  shall  he 
vested  in  the  vendor  or  the  Land  Ck)mmiA8ion, 
and  their  respective  successors  and  assigns, 
the  rights  of  sporting  upon  and  over  such 
holdings  or  estate,  together  with  the  right  to 
enter  on  said  lands,  to  take  all  necessary  steps 
for  the  due  preservation  of  game  and  fish 
•thereon,  and  to  prosecute  trespassers  in  pursuit 
of  game  or  fish  thereon,  as  fully  and  effectually 
aa  if  they  were  the  legal  occupier  of  the  land, 
and  for  all  such  purposes  they  shall  he  deemed 
to  be  such  occupier. 

He  was  advised  that  the  present  law  was 
T)ased  entirely  on  the  relationship  between 
landlord  and  tenant.  The  Bill  was  to 
destroy  that  right,  and  without  that  section 
they  would  have  no  right  whatever  to 
prosecute.  It  was  a  very  important 
subject,  and  he  sincerely  hoped  that  the 
•Government  would  be  able  to  deal  with 
his  Amendment,  which  was  not  moved 
in  any  spirit  of  emnity  but  merely 
because  they  were  advised  that  it  was  the 
^nly  satisfactory  way  of  carrying  out 
what  they  believed  would  conduce  to  the 
good  future  of  Ireland.  He  begged  to 
move. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  8,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  1  and 
insert  the  following  new  sub-sections :  *  (1.) 
Where  any  land  is  sold  under  the  Land  Pur 
chase  Acts,  all  i 

sale,  in  default  of  any  agreement 
•irary,  and  subject  to  the  subsequent  provisions 


of  this  Act,  remain  vested  in  the  persons  in 
whom  the  same  were  vested  in  like  manner 
as  the  same  were  held  immediately  prior  to  the 
sale  of  the  said  land,  and  for  the  same  inter- 
ests, but  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Ground  Game  Act,  1880.  (2.)  The  tenant 
shall  be  at  liberty,  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of 
the  land,  to  transfer  to  the  vendor,  by  agree- 
ment, any  such  rights  as  shall  be  at  that  date 
vested  in  him,  upon  any  such  terms  as  may  be 
agreed  upon.  (3.)  In  default  of  any  such 
agreement  between  the  tenant  and  the  vendor, 
aU  sporting  rights,  save  those  already  vested 
in  the  vendor,  shall  go  to  and  be  vested  in  the 
Land  Commission,  and  the  Land  Commission 
shall  offer  the  same  for  sale  or  letting  in  the 
first  place  to  the  vendor  of  the  estate;  and  in 
case  the  vendor  shall  refuse  to  purchase  same, 
then  the  Land  Commission  may  aeal  with  san^e 
as  thev  may  think  fit.  (4.)  Where  a  sale 
has  taken  place  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts  of  holdings  or  an  estate,  and  the 
purchase  agreement  provides  that  the  sporting 
rights  shall  belong  to  the  vendor,  or  tehere 
the  sporting  rights  vest  in  the  Land  Commission 
under  this  Act,  there  shaU  be  vested  in  the 
vendor  or  the  Land  Commission,  and  their 
respective  successors  and  assigns,  the  right  [of 
sporting  upon  and  over  such  holdings  or  estate 
together  with  the  right  to  enter  on  said  lands 
to  take  all  necessary  steps  for  the  due  preser. 
vation  of  game  and  fish  thereon,  and]  to  prose- 
cute trespassers  in  pursuit  of  game  or  fish 
thereon,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  the> 
were  the  legal  occupier  of  the  land,  and  for  all 
such  purposes  they  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
such  occupier.'  '*-  {The  Earl  of  Donoughmore, ) 


The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said  it 
was  extremely  desirable  that  the  landlord 
should  retain  the  sporting  rights.  By  an 
exodus  of  the  landlords  £2,000,000 
or  £3,000,000  would  be  withdrawn 
from  Ireland,  and  that  would  be  almost 
a  catastrophe  to  the  country,  which 
was  a  poor  one.  And  it  would  fall  most 
heavily  on  the  most  deserving  classes,  the 
labourers  and  small  shopkeepers.  If  for 
no  other  reason  than  that,  it  was  highly 
desirable  that  the  best  possible  induce- 
ments should  be  given  to  the  landlords  to 
remain  in  the  country,  and  the  enjoyment 
of  the  sporting  rights  would  be  the  chief 
inducement  for  them  to  remain.  It  was 
a  very  difficult  subject  to  deal  with,  and 
he  frankly  admitted  that  he  did  not  like 
the  noble  Duke's  Amendment  nor  that  of  the 
Duke  of  Manchester's,  nor  his  own,  though 
he  liked  his  own  the  best  of  the  three. 
There  were  some  tenants — the  now  judicial 
tenan  ts,f or  instance — who  had  the  exclusive 


right  of  game,  and  he  did  not  see  how  that* 
exclusive  right  could  be  taken  from  them 

r.p:>rt"g  righTs  'Za^X.  :  V^^^^^  «<>-  ^-^  -^  compensation  being 
iult  of  any  agreement  to  the  con-  |  given,  even  if  it  was  only  a  nominal  com- 
pensation.    He  did  not  see  in  the  Bill 


The  Earl  of  Donoughmore. 
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that  the  Land  Coin  mission  had  any 
power  to  purchase  the  sporting  rights  from 
those  tenants  who  had  the  exclusive  right 
of  game.  In  his  opinion  there  were  some 
points  to  be  considered  with  regard  to  the 
sporting  rights  in  order  that  an  ideal 
clause  might  be  made  to  deal  with  them. 
First  of  all  there  should  be  no  sort  of 
compulsion  or  constraint  put  on  the  pur- 
chasers to  give  a  right  in  perpetuity  to  a 
person  to  walk  about  their  property,  and 
to  give  the  right  not  only  to  him,  but  to 
his  gamekeepers,  servants  and  so  on. 
Secondly,  the  sporting  rights  should  be 
retained  wherever  practicable,  and  where 
they  were  not  retained  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  that  the  Land  Commissioners  were 
the  best  bodx  to  hold  them.  He  did  not 
see  what  the  Land  Commissioners  were  to 
do  with  them.  • 

A  NoBLK  LOED :  Let  them. 

The  Earl  of  DUx\RAVEN:  If,  as  the 
noble  Lord  said,  the  Land  Commissioners 
were  to  let  them,  then  who  was  to  have 
the  money  ?  He  thought  that  if  they 
were  not  retained  they  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  local  authorities.  If  the 
County  Councils  could  let  them  it  would 
be  obviously  to  the  advantage  of  the  small 
tenants  to  look  after  the  game  and 
preserve  it,  because  whatever  rent  it 
fetched  would  go  in  the  relief  of  rates, 
and  that  in  itself  would  be  a  distinct 
advantage  and  an  agreeable  inducement 
to  the  tenants  to  see  that  the  game  was 
preserved  and  that  the  property  was  not 
poached,  and  so  on.  Then  there  came 
what  to  him  appeared  to  be  a  much  more 
important  matter  than  the  shooting  rights, 
and  that  was  the  fishing  rights,  because 
the  enormous  industry  of  Ireland — he  did 
not  allude  to  angling,  but  the  great  salmon 
fisheries  in  the  estuary  of  the  Shannon 
and  in  other  large  rivers  of  Ireland — 
depended,  as  their  Lordships  kne  wperf  ectly 
well,  upon  the  strict  preservation  of  the 
upper  waters  of  the  river,  and  if  the 
upper  waters  were  in  the  hands  of  small 
proprietors  they  would  have  no  object  in 
preserving  the  waters  and  would  not 
preserve  them,  nor,  did  he  imagine,  would 
the  Land  Commission  or  the  County 
Councils,  because  the  County  Councils  in 
possession  of  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Shannon  and  its  tributaries  had  no  interest 
in  the  main  industry  of  the  estuary  of  the 
Shannon.      Therefore,     in    his    opinion. 


I  where  the  fishing  rights  were  not  reserved 
to  the  landlord  they  should  be  transferred 
to  a  public  board  which  would  look  after 
them.  That  board,  he  proposed,  should 
be  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  Tho^o 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  four  matters  it 
was  requisite  to  consider  in  dealing  with 
this  subject :  That  the  fishing  not  reserved 
should  go  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture;, 
that  the  shooting  not  reserved  should  go 
to  local  authorities ;  that  the  landlords 
should  be  enabled  to  reserve  their  rights* 
by  agreement,  and  should  be  encouraged 
to  do  so  as  much  as  possible ;  and  that  there 
should  be  no  Kind  of  constraint  put  upon 
the  purchasing  tenants  to  give  a  right  ia 
perpetuity  to  anybody  to  nave  access  for 
sporting  purposes  to  their  land.  He  did 
not  pretend  to  say  that  his  Amendment, 
met  all  the  cases  he  had  endeavoured  ta 
meet,  especially  in  regard  to  the  point  of 
the  County  Councils  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  but  the  matter  was  a  very 
complicated  and  difficult  one,  and  he  was. 
rather  in  hopes  that  the  Government  might 
perhaps  be  able  to  advise  the  House  on 
the  matter,  and  probably  diaw  up  som& 
more  satisfactory  words. 


♦Lord  MASSY  said  their  object  in 
trying  to  protect  the  game  was  to  try  and 
induce  British  sportsmen  to  come  over  to 
Ireland,  where  they  would  have  something 
to  shoot,  and  spend  their  money  in  the 
country.  To  attain  that  object  they 
thought  the  best  thing  would  be,  where 
an  estate  was  sold  under  this  Bill,  not  to 
hand  over  the  sporting  rights  to  the 
tenants,  who  would  have,  perhaps,  neither 
the  power  nor  the  inclination  to  preserve- 
the  game  on  their  holdings,  many  of  which 
would  be  so  ridiculously  small  that  they 
could  not  preserve  the  game,  but  to  vest 
the  sporting  rights  in  the  Land  Com- 
mission ;  to  give  the  vendor  the  primary 
right  to  buy  the  rights  if  he  wished,  but 
if  he  did  not  wish  to  do  so  the  Land 
Commission  should  dispose  of  them  as 
they  thought  fit.  It  was  perfectly- 
manifest  that  if  these  rights  were  not  put 
into  the  hands  of  some  responsible 
party  such  as  the  Land  Commission 
or  the  vendors,  that  in  a  few  years 
there  would  not  be  a  head  of  game 
i  in  the  country  to  preserve,  and  any  idea 
of  the  British  sportsman  going  over  to 
Ireland  to  shoot  game  and  spend  his 
money  would  be  hopeless,  and  the  rate- 
able asset — namely,  the  money  which  ho. 
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would  leave  behind — would  be  lost  to  the 
country.  He  disagreed  with  the  noble 
Ix)rd  as  to  the  County  Council  being  the 
proper  party  in  whom  to  vest  the  game. 
He  thought  the  Land  Commission,  or 
the  vendor  was  the  right  person.  What 
had  been  held  out  all  through  this  Bill 
was  that)  as  an  encouragement  to  the 
landlords  to  stay  in  the  country,  they 
should  ^be  at  liberty  to  purchase  their 
demesnes,  but  if  the  sporting  rights  were 
taken  from  them  one  of  the  greatest 
inducement's  for  them  to  remain  in  the 
vcountry  would  be  gone. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  said  it 
•was  really  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
the  sporting  rights  under  this  Bill  should 
be  preserved  as  closely  as  possible.  Mr. 
Wyndham  had  said  in  another  place  that 
under  the  Bill  the  landlords  were  left  with 
^11  their  existing  powers,  but  when  under 
the  Bill  the  landowner  ceased  to  be  the 
landowner,  where  did  the  existing  powers 
go  ?  He  was  then  no  longer  a  landlord. 
It  was  therefore  absolutely  necessary  that 
new  powers  should  be  vested  in  them 
when  they  were  no  longer  landowners. 
He  was  sure  the  noble  Duke  must  sym- 
pathise with  them  in  this  matt/cr,  especially 
so  far  as  it  concerned  salmon  fisheries,  in 
which  he  was  so  interested.  Unless  the 
upper  waters  of  the  rivers  were  closely 
preserved,  there  would  be  no  salmon  in 
the  lower  waters.  It  was  easy  for  one 
man  to  preserve  game,  but  impossible  for 
a  large  number  oi  small  holders  to  do  so. 
They  ought  to  be  very  careful  that  the 
sporting  rights  which  had  hitherto  existed, 
and  were  in  the  hands  of  the  landlords, 
should  not  now  be  taken  away  from 
them,  because  without  something  to  do 
in  Ireland  they  could  not  expect  the 
landlords  to  remain  in  the  country.  The 
larae  remark  applied  to  hunting ;  facilities 
ought  to  be  given  to  get  to  the  covers. 
This  was  a  matter  that  should  be  given 
close  attention  to,  not  only  by  the 
Government,  but  by  every  one  who  had 
the  slightest  sense  of  the  sporting  instinct 
about  him. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said,  as  he  un- 
derstood,  the  "exclusive  rights"  meant 
exclusive  rights  as  between  the  landlord 
and  the  tenant,  because  he  would  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
sometimes  a  concurrent  right  in  a  third 
party— concurrent  lo  the  landlord's  right. 

Lord  Massy. 


♦The  Marquess  ofLANSDOWNE  said 
it  would  be  perhaps  convenient  if,  before 
discussion  went  further,  he  stated  what 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  were 
with  regard  to  the  Amendment.  He  did 
not  think  he  would  be  wrong  in  saying 
that  there  was  a  unanimous  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  object  at  which  it 
was  desirable  to  arrive.  In  the  first 
place,  he  did  not  think  there  was  a  single 
Member  of  the  House  who  did  not  share 
the  feeling  that  had  just  now  been  ex- 
pressed, to  the  effect  that  they  should  do 
all  in  their  power  to  induce  those  Irish 
landlords  who  might  part  with  their 
estates  to  remain  in  Ireland  and  to  con- 
tinue to  take  part  in  the  same  healthy 
exercises  and  pastimes  in  which  they  had 
hitherto beenin  thehabitof  indulging.  Be- 
sides t]^t,  they  must  all  agree  that  unless 
some  precautions  were  taken  there  was  a 
serious  risk  that  what  was  at  this  moment 
a  valuable  asset,  whoever  it  belonged  to, 
might,  if  they  did  not  take  care,  altogether 
disappear.  That  was  to  say,  that  if  these 
sporting  righto  were  split  up  and  frittered 
away  by  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
number  of  people  who  were  unable  to 
turn  them  to  account,  they  might 
practically  cease  to  be  of  any  value 
whatever.  That  was  especially  true 
with  regard  to  fishing  rights.  He 
doubted  whether  many  people  had 
any  conception  of  the  potential  value 
of  the  Irish  fisheries  which  might, 
owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  population 
or  to  the  reckless  manner  in  which  the 
upper  waters  of  rivers  were  neglected 
and  abused,  be  rendered  valueless. 
There  were  miles  and  miles  of  fishing 
which  was  absolutely  unproductive,  bnt 
which  under  proper  management  would 
become  a  very  valuable  property,  and 
would  be  a  means  not  only  of  bring- 
ing sport  to  a  few  landlords  who  fre- 
quented the  banks  of  the  river  rod 
in  hand,  but  of  bringing  large  sums  of 
money  in  the  country.  Those  were  two 
objects  they  ought  not  to  lose  sight  of. 

There  was  another  point  to  which  he 
attached  the  greatest  importance,  and  that 
was,  that,  in  any  settlement  of  this  que.*^- 
tion  of  sporting  rights,  they  should  he 
extremely  careful,  so  far  as  they  could,  to 
avoid  anything  that  would  lead  to  future 
friction  between  the  landlord  and  the 
tenant  purchaser.  How  did  the  Bill  pro- 
pose to  deal  with  this  question  ?  It  pro- 
posed to  leave  the  settlement    of     the 
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ownersliip  of  sporting  rights  to  be  dis- 
posed of  oy  agreement  between  the  land- 
lord and  the  tenant  purchaser.  They  had 
to  assume,  therefore,  there  would  be  a  deal- 
ing between  a  willing  seller  and  a  vrilling 
buyer.  If  that  was  so,  the  individual 
parties  would  make  their  own  bargains 
^and  insist  on  their  own  conditions.  What 
they  stipulated  in  the  Bill  was,  that  if 
the  landlord  was  to  be  allowed  to  retain 
the  sole  right  of  sporting,  he  must  at  the 
time  of  the  sale  satisfy  the  LandCommission 
that  he  was  the  owner  of  an  exclusive 
right.  That  did  not  mean  that  the  land- 
lord should  prove  that  he  had  always  held 
exclusive  sporting  rights  over  the  pro- 
perty, because  he  might  have  had  a  divided 
ri^t  with  his  tenants,  but  that  before  he 
closed  the  transaction  with  his  tenants 
he  must  arrive  at  an  aiTangement  with 
them,  by  which  it  would  be  recognised 
that  the  exclusive  rights  were  his 
property  and  not  theirs.  If  a  landlord 
had  always  enjoyed  sporting  rights 
of  this  kind,  he  would  probably  have 
no  great  difficulty  in  coming  to  terms 
with  his  tenants  on  that  basis ;  if  he  had 
not — that  was  to  say,  if  the  sporting 
rights  had  hitherto  been  shared  by  him- 
«eU  and  his  tenants — it  was  obvious 
that  he  would  have  to  make  terms  with  his 
tenants.  That,  of  course,  would  be  a 
factor  in  the  calculation.  The  tenant 
wouldsay,  "Youmust  give  me  better  terms 
if  I  give  up  my  sporting  rights  than  if 
you  allow  me  to  retain  them."  There 
would  be  the  usual  chaffer  of  the  market, 
and  the  result  would  be  that  the  exclusive 
rights  would  finaJly  belong  either  to  one 
party  or  the  other.  That  seemed  to  him 
perfectly  reasonable. 

He  looked  at  the  Amendments  moved 
hy  his  noble  friends,  and  he  found,  both  in 
Lord  Dunraven's  Amendment  and  in  Lord 
Donoughmore's  Amendment,  a  proposal 
that,  in  default  of  an  agreement  to  the 
<»ntrary,  the  sporting  rights  were  to  be 
vested  in  a  public  body,  either  the  Land 
•Commission  or  the  County  Council,  and 
Lord  Donoughmore  proposed  that  the 
Land  Commission  shaU  oner  the  same  for 
«ale  or  letting  in  the  first  place  to  the  ven- 
dor of  the  estate,  and  in  case  the  vendor 
shall  refuse  to  purchase  same,  then  the 
Land  Commission  may  deal  with  them  as 
they  may  think  fit.  Lord  Dunraven  had 
told  the  House  very  candidly  that  he  was 
not  too  well  pleased  with  the  Amendment 
which  he  had  proposed.     He  himself  was 


bound  to  say  that  both  these  Amendments, 
so  far  as  they  related  to  the  several 
divided  rights  after  sale  had  taken  place, 
seemed  to  him  to  be  open  to  serious  ob- 
jection. If  the  landlord  before  the  sale 
took  place,  while  he  remained  the  land- 
lord, had  not  been  able  to  establish  an 
exclusive  title  to  sporting  rights,  would 
it  really  be  worth  his  while  to  keep 
alive  a  divided  and  imperfect  right  of 
shooting,  over  lands  which  would  have 
passed  completely  from  his  possession 
into  the  hands  of  the  tenants  ?  An 
arrangement  of  that  kind  seemed  to 
him  to  be  open  to  objection,  for  the 
reason  that  he  had  ventured  to  indicate — 
namely,  that  it  would  inevitably  lead  to 
future  ill-feeling  and  friction  between  the 
late  landlord  and  the  purchasing  tenant. 
Then  there  was  common  to  both  Amend- 
ments a  proposal  that  in  default  of  agree- 
ment the  sporting  rights  should  be  vested 
in  some  public  body.  Lord  Donoughmore 
preferred  the  LandCommission,Lord  Dun- 
raven  preferred  the  County  Councils 
He  ventured  to  express  a  doubt  whether 
it  would  be  altogether  expedient  to 
place  these  sporting  rights  in  the  hands 
of  an  Irish  County  Council.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  warmest  friends  of  the  Irish 
County  Councils  could  pretend  for  a 
moment  that  they  possessed  the  kind  of 
knowledge  and  experience  that  would 
render  them  good  administrators  of 
sporting  rights,  nor,  of  course,  had  they 
the  staff  or  means  of  watching  over  and 
developing  these  rights. 

He  was  bound,  however,  to  say,  after  lis- 
tening to  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord, 
that  it  might  be  advisable  to  introduce 
into  the  Bill  some  provision  under  which, 
where  the  vendor  and  the  purchaser  had 
failed  to  agree  as  to  the  sporting  rights, 
those  sporting  rights  should  pass  into  the 
hands  of  some  public  body  who  should  be 
entrusted  with  them.  He  would  venture 
to  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  his 
noble  friends,  although  he  was  not  able 
to  pin  himself  down  to  any  particular 
phraseology  at  the  present  moment, 
that  they  might  agree  that  the  third 
sub -section  of  Lord  Donoughmore's 
Amendment  might  run  as  follows : 
"In  default  of  any  agreement  between 
the  tenant  and  the  vendor,  all  sporting 
rights  shall  go  to,  and  be  vested  in, 
the  Land  Commission,  and  the  Land 
Commission  may  deal  with  the  same 
subject  to  any  conditions  which  may  be 
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made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant."  That 
would  place  the  Land  Commission  pro- 
visionally in  possession  of  the  sporting 
rights,  which  they  could  deal  with,  subject 
to  a  code  of  rules  and  regulations  which 
could  be  worked  out,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Irish  Grovernment.  It  might  be 
eventually  desirable  to  make  it  part  of 
the  arrangement  that  the  fishery  rights 
should  be  taken  charge  of  by  the  Fishery 
Board.  He  threw  that  out  as  a  suggestion 
to  his  noble  friends,  and  he  was  sincerely 
desirous  that  this  matter  should  be 
thoroughly  thought  out  before  a  con- 
clusion was  arrived  at  on  the  subject. 

♦The  Marquess  of  RIPON  said,  al- 
though he  had  no  knowledge  of  sporting 
matters  in  Ireland,  he  might  be  pardoned 
for  intervening  in  the  discussion,  having 
regard  to  his  experience  of  such  matters 
in  Endand.  He  was  bound  to  say  he 
agreed,  as  they  had  all  agreed,  with  the 
general  object  of  this  clause.  He  should 
himself  prefer,  if  he  understood  the  clause 
aright,  and  if  he  were  a  person  concerned 
in  the  matter,  the  first  sub-section  of 
the  clause  as  it  stood  in  the  Bill.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  landlords,  whether 
they  were  in  Ireland  or  in  this  country, 
would  be  much  more  able  to  exercise 
their  sporting  rights  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  if  there  was  a  good  understand- 
ing between  the  landlord  and  the 
tenant.  All  sporting  rights  in  this 
coimtry  were  the  subject  of  agreement 
between  the  landlord  and  the  tenant. 
So  far  as  his  experience  went,  it  was 
extremely  easy  for  a  hostile  person  in 
possession  of  the  land  over  which  anyone 
exercised  sporting  rights  to  make  those 
rights  absolutely  void  by  secretly  destroy- 
ing and  injuring  the  game  upon  the  land, 
and  it  was  "really,  he  ventured  to  submit, 
an  extremely  hopeless  operation  to  at- 
tempt to  preserve  game  except  with  the 
consent  of  those  who  dwelt  upon  the 
land.  Therefore  he  suggested  that  if 
they  retained  the  sub-section  as  it  was  in 
the  Bill,  they  would  attain  their  main 
object  much  better  than  if  they  were  to 
abandon  the  basis  of  an  agreement  between 
themselves  and  those  who  in  the  past  had 
been  their  tenants  and  in  the  future  would 
be  their  neighbours.  It  would  be  more 
in  the  general  spirit  of  the  Act,  and  tend 
to  promote  a  more  friendly  feeling  between 
all  classes  in  Ireland.  He  should,  he 
confessed,  be  sorry  to  see  anything  which 
tended   to  the  adoption   of  a  diiferent 
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principle,  and  to  create,  as  he  thought 
some  of  the  proposals  would  create,  con- 
siderable and  in  many  cases  permanent 
difficulties,  and  wrande  and  quarrel 
between  those  who  had  been  the  lajid- 
lords,  and  to  whom  it  was  proposed  to 
give  the  exclusive  right  of  shooting  in 
the  future,  and  those  who  would 
become  proprietors  in  the  future,  who 
if  they  had  those  rights  might  dispose 
of  them  to  their  own  advantage.  He 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  first 
parao^ph  of  Clause  13  was  the  one 
which  would  best  attain  the  object  which 
noble  Lords  had  in  view.  If  he  were 
right  in  his  interpretation  of  Clause  13, 
and  if  the  arran^ment  was  to  be  made 
at  the  time  of  sde,  that  was  exactly  the 
moment  at  which  a  tenant  who  was 
anxious  to  buy  would  be  most  willing 
to  come  to  an  agreement  in  the  matter 
of  sporting  rights,  which  might  be 
unimportant  to  him,  but  important  to 
the  landlord  in  many  ways.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  that  would  be  the  most 
likely  way  to  promote  the  object  they  all 
had  in  view,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
promote  good  feeling  between  the  different 
parties.  In  these  few  observations  he 
had  been  speaking  of  sporting  rights  in 
connection  with  game,  but  with  regard  to 
fisheries  the  matter  was  a  more  difficult 
one.  Salmon  fisheries,  particularly  in 
Ireland,  stood  upon  quite  a  different 
footing.  He  could  perfectly  well  under- 
stand that  great  injury  might  be  done  to 
the  owners  of  fishing  rights  in  the  lower 
river  by  the  destruction  of  fish  in  the 
upper  waters,  and  he  knew  that  the 
preservation  of  salmon  was  a  matter  not 
only  a  private  but  of  great  public 
interest  All  he  wished  to  say  at  this 
moment  was  that,  with  some  experience 
of  shooting  rights  he  certainly  considered 
that  Clause  13,  as  it  stood  in  the  first 
section,  would  prove  in  practice  the  most 
satisfactory  arrangement. 

♦Earl  STANHOPE  said  that  every 
one  in  the  House  recognised  the 
truth  of  what  the  noble  Marquess  had 
said.  It  was  infinitely  better  that  they 
should  have  agreement  between  the  land- 
lord and  tenant  in  the  matter  of  sporting 
rights.  He  should  imagine  that  the 
owners  and  the  Irish  people  would 
come  to  an  agreement  in  most  cases. 
But  it  seemed  to  him,  notwithstand- 
ing that  an  agreement  between  the 
landlord    and    the    tenant    was    most. 
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desirable,  there  might  be  cases  in 
which  the  farms,  and  even  the  riparian 
rights  of  rivers,  were  sold  where  the 
laiidlords  might  increase  the  demesne 
round  their  residences  and  wish  to  ac- 
quire rights  where  there  had  been  no 
jM^vious  agreement.  He  rose  to  say 
that  he  hoped  his  noble  friend  would 
accept  what  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  had  pro- 
posed, that  in  the  absence  of  any  agreement 
a  clause  might  be  brought  in  by  whicl^ 
there  mi^ht  be  handed  over  to  the  Land 
Commission  the  sporting  rights  to  dis- 
pose of,  subject  to  rules  and  regulations 
laid  down  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
He  trusted  his  noble  friends  could  see 
their  way  to  accepting  this  suggestion. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  asked 
whether  the  noble  Marquess  was  prepared 
to  recommend  the  Government  to  accept 
this  Amendment  if  Sub-section  3  was 
amended  in  that  way. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
said  that  what  he  proposed  to  do  was  : 
after  Sub-section  1,  Clause  13,  to  insert  in 
its  amended  form  Sub-section  3  of  the 
noble  Lord's  Amendment. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  he  would 
like  to  brine  one  very  small  point  to  the 
attention  of  the  noble  Marquess.  He 
understood  the  noble  Marquess  to  say  that 
where  the  landlord  could  prove  that  he 
had  exclusi/e  rights  he  could  preserve 
them,  but  where  he  had  joint  rights  he 
would  have  to  bargain  with  the  tenants 
As  the  Bill  read  at  present  the  bargain 
was  to  take  place  in  connection  with  ex- 
clusive rights,  and  not  in  connection  with 
concurrent  rights  at  all.  What  he  desired 
to  ask  was  that  the  noble  Marquess  should 
make  it  plain  that  both  the  exclusive  and 
concurrent  rights  were  to  be  matters  of 
bargain. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  saidhe  understood 
the  noble  Marquess  to  say  that  the  owner 
would  have  to  make  a  private  arrange- 
ment or  bargain  with  a  tenant  who  had 
concurrent  rights  as  against  exclusive 
rights.  The  only  thing  he  wished  to  ask 
was  this :  Was  it  in  the  power  of  the  tenant 
to  transfer  those  concurrent  rights  or  ex- 
clusive riehts,  or  were  they  vested  in  the 
tenancy  1  because  it  made  a  considerable 
difference.  It  had  been  mentioned  by 
the  noble  Marquess  that  it  was  open  to  the 
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landlord  to  come  to  an  agreement  with 
a  tenant  who  had  exclusive  rights,  or 
who  had  concurrent  rights,  as  to  the  terms 
of  sale.  All  he  wanted  to  know  was 
whether  the  tenant  had  power  to  convey, 
or  whether  the  rights  vested  in  the 
tenancy  and  not  the  tenant. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  the  tenant 
had  a  right  to  dispose  of  any  rights  which 
were  vested  in  him  at  the  time.  Of 
course,  if  he  had  no  rights  he  could  not 
dispose  of  them,  but  in  the  usual  course  of 
things  he  could  transfer  everything   he 


r-ORD  CLONBROCK  said  that  was 
just  the  question :  Were  these  rights  vested 
in  the  tenants  or  the  tenancy ) 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  he  should 
be  disposed  to  say  it  was  vested  in  the 
tenant  for  the  time  being  of  the  tenancy. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  said  he  wouW  just 
like  to  say  one  word  upon  the  case  where 
the  rights  were  in  the  hands  of  the  tenant 
in  possession.  All  his  tenants  had  got  a 
separate  right,  and  if  he  sold  his  property 
he  would  have  to  purchase  those  rights 
from  them,  and  an  agreement  would  then 
have  to  be  made.  That  was  only  the  one 
aspect  of  the  case.  Where  no  agreement 
was  contemplated  those  rights  were  to  be 
vested  in  the  Land  Commission,  as  it  would 
be  in  the  case  where  the  owner  had  not 
reserved  the  rights.  Of  course,  every 
man  ought  to  preserve  his  rights  if  he 
were  a  wise  man,  but  there  were  cases 
where  men  who,  from  not  having  reserved 
those  rights,  now  saw  them  passing  away 
from  them. 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley):  Will  the  noble 
Lord  withdraw  his  Amendment  ? 

♦Lord  DONOUGHMORE  said  he  only 
desired  to  ask  the  noble  Marquess  with  re- 
gard to  Sub-section  4. 

The  Earl  of  MORLEY :  If  we  are  to 
take  it  paragraph  by  paragraph  we  had 
better  take  it  in  order. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  the  sub- 
section pre-supposed  that  the  vendor  had 
an  exclusive  right.  He  supposed  that 
meant  the  exclusive  right  of  the  tenant. 
He  knew  cases  in  his  part  of  Ireland  where 
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owners  had  a  sporting  right  exclusive  of 
the  tenant,  and  where  superior  owners  had 
a  concurrent  right  with  him.  He  sug- 
gested that  the  noble  Marquess  should 
accept  the  words  "exclusive  of  the 
tenant." 

*LoRD  ASHBOURNE  said  the  noble 
Lord  seemed  to  have  raised  quite  a  new 
issue  which  he  had  not  considered.  Primd 
Jacie,  the  meaning  that  be  himself  would 
attach  to  the  word  "  exclusive  "  was  that 
it  meant  in  the  case  of  a  landlord  that 
the  landlord  had  a  sporting  right  ex- 
clusive of  the  tenant.  The  learned  Lord, 
however,  appeared  to  have  another  case  in 
his  mind  which  he  had  not  considered,  but 
which  he  would  promise  to  consider  by 
Report. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
he  would  be  glad  t6  accept  Sub-section  3 
as  amended  by  ttie  noble  Marquess,  but  he 
would  like  to  know  something  more  about 
Sub-section  4. 

The  Earl  of  MORLE  Y  said  that  if  the 
noble  Lord  withdrew  his  Amendment 
now  he  could  turn  his  attention  to  Sub- 
section 4  afterwards. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
all  he  vdshed  was  not  to  lose  his  right  to 
speak  on  Sub-section  4« 

The  Eajil  of  MORLEY:  The  noble 
Lord  will  not  do  so. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  Surely 
he  cannot  speak  on  Sub-section  4  if  the 
whole  Amendment  is  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  MORLEY :  Yes,  because 
he  can  withdraw  his  Amendment  and 
afterwards  move  an  Amendment  on  Sub- 
section 4. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE:  I 
withdraw. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  MORLEY :  The  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  Lord  Lansdowne  is, 
"  That  in  default  of  any  such  agreement 
between  the  tenants  and  the  vendor,  all 
sporting  rights,  save  those  already  vested 
in  the  vendor,  shall  go  to  and  be  vested 
in  the  Land  Commission,  and  the  Land 
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Commission  may  deal  with  the  same  subject 
to  any  regulations  which  may  be  made  by 
the  Lord  Jiieutenant.'' 

Amendment  moved — 

*<  In  page  8,  Hue  6,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words 
'  in  default  of  any  such  agreement  between  the 
tenants  and  the  vendor  aU  sporting  rights  save 
those  already  vested  in  the  vendor  sluill  go  to 
and  be  vested  in  the  Land  Com  mission,  and 
the  Land  Commission  may  deal  with  the  same 
subiect  to  any  regolations  which  may  be 
made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant. ' "-  ( The  Marquess 
^of  Lansdovme,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed' to. 

Amendments  moved — 

*'  In  page  8,  line  4,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  land- 
lord' and  insert  the  word  *  vendor.*  Line  6, 
leave  out  the  word  *  tenant'  wherever  that 
word  occurs  and  insert  the  word  *purchaMer.' 
Line  6,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  landlord '  and 
insert  the  word  'vendor.'*'—  {The  Duke  of 
Devonshire, ) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Thb  Earl  of  MORLEY :  If  the  aoble 
Lord  wants  to  move  a  new  sub-secticm 
now  on  Sub-section  4  he  is  in  order  to  do 
so. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
he  should  very  much  like  to  do  so,  because 
he  was  advised  by  high  legal  authority 
that  if  they  did  not  carry  this  Amend- 
ment they  Would  lose  their  rights  to 
enter  and  take  all  necessary  steps  for  the 
preservation  of  game  and  fiBh  on  the  lands 
they  had  sold.  They  would  be  landlords 
having  exclusive  rights,  but  they  would  be 
absolutely  valueless,  because  they  could 
not  enforce  them  by  employing  persons 
with  a  view  to  their  preservation. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
said  the  noble  Lord  would  no  doubt 
have  noticed  that  Sub-section  4  gave  a 
right  to  enter  on  the  land. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE :  For 
us,  but  not  our  employees. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  : 
That  point  can  be  considered  on  the 
Report. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
the  next  Amendment  was  in  his  name. 
He  had  before  him  three  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment dealing  with  game,  and  the  definition 
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of  game  differed  in  all  three.  The  object  of 
the  Amendment  was  to  brin^  all  game 
into  the  one  definition  of  this  Bill  The 
Acts  of  Parliament  he  had  were  one  of 
William  IV.,  the  Ground  Grame  Act  of 
1870,  and  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  in 
which  .there  was  also  a  definition  of  game. 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  pace  8,  line  8,  after  the  word  *Uiid  '  to 
insert  me  words  *and  the  word  "^^ame" 
shall  for  all  pnrpoees  be  construed  acoordinff 
to  the  definition  thereof  in  any  existing  Act  or 
Parliament. "M^^  Ectrl  o/Donougkmare.) 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  they  apnre- 
dated  the  object  the  noble  Lord  had  in 
seeking  to  make  the  definition  cover  as 
wide  an  area  as  possible.  He  was  told, 
he  did  not  know,  that  the  Act  of  1881 
had  the  widest  definition,  and  perhaps  the 
noUe  Lord  might  accept  that  definition. 

♦Thk  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
that  the  Act  of  1881  did  not  include  four 
items  included  in  the  Act  of  William  IV. 
—namely,  deer,  moor  game,  black  game, 
and  bustards. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  he  was  told 
by  those  more  learned  in  this  matter  than 
himself  that  the  widest  definition  was 
that  in  the  Act  of  1881,  but  it  was 
obvious  that  it  did  not  contain  some 
things  contained  in  another  Act,  and  he 
would  consider  the  matter  and  deal  with 
it  on  Report. 

♦Thk  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
that  of  course  *  deer '  was  very  important. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE :  I  admit  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  that  the 
Amendment  he  now  proposed  was  really 
proposed  widi  the  ODJect  of  bringing  in 
an  Amendment  which  was  further  down 
on  the  Paper,  but  he  saw  that  the  noble 
Lord,  Lord  Dunraven,  had  an  Amendment 
before  his,  which  perhaps  he  might  like  to 
move. 

Thk  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said  his 
Amendment  was  really  on  the  wrong 
line,  and  did  not  come  in  till  afterwards. 


Lord  CASTLETOWN : 
my  Amendment. 


Amendment  moved — 

*^  In  page  8,  line  10,  to  leave  oat  from  the 
word  or'  to  the  word  ' estate ' in  line  11.*  " — 
{Lord  CctsUeUnon.) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  the  object 
the  noble  Lord  had  in  view  in  this  Amend- 
ment was  entirely  opposed  to  the  view 
under  which  the  Under-Secretary  framed 
the  clause  and  presented  it  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  by  whom  it  was  accepted. 
If  they  accepted  it,  it  would  be  a  wide 
departure  from  the  scope  and  the  intention 
of  the  clause,  and  therefore  the  noble 
Duke  would  be  unable  to  accept  it 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  it  was 
proposed  really  with  the  object  of  brin^ii^ 
in  another  Amendment  which  stood  in  his 
name  lower  down.  He  would  withdraw 
the  Amendment 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said,  as 
j  the  Bill  now  stood,  if  an  owner  was  work- 
ing minerals  then  he  could  retain  them, 
but  if  he  was  not  working  them  he  could 
not  retain  thcBL  There  were  districts  in 
which  it  was  pretty  certain,  from  the  geo- 
logical formation,  that  minerals  existed. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  be  very  hard  that  a 
landlord  should  not  be  able  to  reserve  his 
right  to  a  coal  seam  which  he  was  not 
then  working.  Of  course,  he  could  refuse 
to  sell,  but  that  would  be  hard  on  the 
tenants,  who  could  not  then  buy  the 
agricultural  part  of  the  estate.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  8,  line  10,  after  the  word  'estate' 
to  insert  the  words  *  unless  the  owner  of  the 
estate  >7ith  the  consent  of  the  tenants  and  the 
Land  Oomoiission  shall  have  arranged  other- 
wise.* *'—{The  Earl  of  JDunravm. ) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  he  believed 
the  view  of  those  who  had  closely  con- 
sidered the  matter  was  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  noUe  Earl  was  of^ioaed  to  the 
f»inciple  which  had  beenjmnoceeded  on  in 
respect  to  this  clause.  What  the  noble 
Earl  proposed  to  put  in  were  the  qualify- 
ing wonls  "unless  the  owner  of  the 
estate  with  the  consent  of  the  tenants  and 
the  Land  Commission  shall  have  arranged 
otherwise."  He  admitted  the  reasonable- 
Then  I  move  ness  of  the  words,  which,  though  sugges- 
tive, were  caret lUly  prepared,  but  they 
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were  against  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and 
were  outside  the  scope  of  the  principle  on 
which  the  Chief  Secretary,  who  took  so 
prominent  a  part  in  the  Bill,  proceeded, 
and  therefore  he  hoped  the  noble  Earl 
would  not  seek  to  pre?s  his  Amendment. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said  he 
was  in  hopes  the  words  "Land  Com- 
mission" would  make  it  perfectly  clear 
that  the  owners  would  have  to  prove  that 
the  mineral — a  vein  of  coal,  for  instance — 
was  under  the  land.  He  would  withdraw 
his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  8,  line  13,  after  the  word  '  on '  to 
insert  the  words  *  or  under."* — {The  Duke  of 
Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  saidhenowcame 
to  the  corollary  of  the  Amendment  which 
he  had  moved  a  short  time  previously 
upon  this  clause.  The  object  of  this 
.Ajnendment,  which  he  put  forward  with  a 
certain  amount  of  assurance  and  certainly 
with  the  hope  that  the  Gk)vernment  would 
consider  it  in  a  favourable  light,  was  to 
ensure  that  the  owner  should  be  compen- 
sated for  his  mineral  rights.  It  had, 
apparently,  been  assumed  that  in  Ireland 
there  were  no  minerals  worth  preserving, 
or  no  minerals  being  worked.  Now  it 
had  been  found  that  there  were  many 
landlords  in  Ireland  who  had  large  and 
valuable  mineral  resources.  One  gentle- 
man in  County  Kilkenny,  who  had 
developed  a  laree  coalfield,  was  most 
anxious  to  do  all  ne  could  with  regard  to 
his  property  so  far  as  sale  was  concerned, 
and  was  quite  willing  and  prepared  to 
sell  to  his  tenants  imder  certain  circum- 
stances. He  had  asked  :  **  Am  I  right  to  sell 
mineral  rights,  which  are  of  great  value  at 
the  present  time  to  me,  and  of  sreat 
potential  value  hereafter  to  me  and  my 
successors,  for  nothing  1  I  sell  to  the 
tenants  the  land  over  the  mineral  deposit, 
and  am  told  that  if  I  do  that  I  must  pass 
the  whole  of  the  minerals  over  to 
the  Land  Commission."  These  coalfields 
were  of  great  value,  and  arrangements 
were  being  made  to  bring  two  lines  of 
railway  down  to  the  estate  to  bring  the 
coal  to  the  port  for  shipping,  and  this 

Lard  Ashbourne. 


gentleman's  neighbours  were  all  within 
the  same  geological  area.  Their  lands 
had  not  yet  been  opened,  but  they  con 
tended  that  the  mineral  deposits  on  their 
lands  were  of  great  potential  value,  a-  d 
that,  therefore,  they  would  not  sell  to  their 
tenants  until  they  had  arranged  for  the 
value  of  these  mineral  deposits.  He  did 
not  think  any  person  could  suggest  a 
fairer  Amendment  than  one  which  sug- 
gested that  the  landlords  should  sell  their 
ground,  grass  tillage,  and  so  on,  to  the 
tenant,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Treasury- 
and  the  Land  Commission,  but  that  they 
should  be  allowed  to  say,  "  I  have  under- 
ground a  thing  of  great  value  which  I  will 
sell  or  retain  in  my  own  hands.  If  I  sell 
it  to  the  Land  Commission,  I  will  sell  it 
on  such  terms  as  I  think  fair."  The 
Amendment  was  a  very  fair  one,  and  ho 
hoped  it  would  be  accepted.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  pa^e  8,  line  15,  aft«r  the  word  *  Parlia- 
ment *  to  insert  the  words  *  provided  that  the 
Land  Commission  may  acquire  npon  sacli 
terms  as  may  be  agiecd  upon  ana  may  be 
sanctioned  by  the  Treasury  any  such  rights 
of  mining  and  taking  minerals  on  any  estate 
which  is  being  sold  by  an  owner  under  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts.'  '*--(Xord  CcuUeiown.) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  he  did  not 
wish  to  comment  upon  the  Amendment 
now,  but  if  it  was  accepted  now  there 
should  be  other  Amendments  made  on  the 
Report.  The  position  of  these  mines  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  referred,  and 
of  which  he  was  aware  himself,  was,  of 
course,  both  interesting  and  important. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN:  There  arc 
other  mines  in  Antrim  and  other  parts  in 
Ireland. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  of  course 
now  Ireland  was  a  most  developing  country. 
They  were  discovering  all  sorts  of  things. 
The  matter  had  not  been  lost  sight  of, 
because  an  Amendment  which  appeared 
lower  down  on  the  Paper,  and  which 
would  be  opposed  subsequently,  proved 
that  under  certain  circumstances  mines 
or  minerals  which  were  worked  after  the 
Bill  was  passed  should  pay  a  royalty  of 
50  per  cent.  The  Chief  Secretary  had 
considered  the  position,  and  was  prepared 
to  make  a  concession  on  the  Amencunent 
when  moved. 
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Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  the  next 
Amendment  was  only  to  deal  with 
royalties.  This  Amendment  was  to  deal 
with  the  sale  of  mining  rights. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  if  the 
minerals  were  being  worked  at  the  time 
of  sale  the  question  would  not  arise.  If 
they  were  handed  over  to  a  syndicate  of 
course  a  different  state  of  things  would 
arise,  but  in  the  Amendment  which  was 
to  be  moved  he  would  be  able  to  make  a 
statement  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Amendment^  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  : 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  said  that  he 
was  ready  to  make  some  concession  on 
the  matter  and  therefore  I  need  not 
address  the  House  on  this  Amendment,  I 
will  formally  move  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  rage  8,  line  20,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  'Crown'  to  the  end  of  Snb-section  3, 
and  insert  the  words  'Provided  also  that 
wiiere  any  such  right  reserved  to  the  Land 
Commission  under  this  sub- section  is  at  any 
lime  hereafter  let,  leased,  sold,  or  demised 
l;y  them,  the  vendor  (or  the  person  who 
wonld  have  been  entitled  thereto  if  the  lands 
hod  not  been  »old)  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
50  per  cent,  of  any  rent,  porchase- money, 
or  other  net  profit  receivea  by  the  Land 
Commission  in  lespeot  of  same,  unless  the 
liand  Commission  shall  have  purchased  from 
the  person  entitled  to  such  percentage  his 
interest  therein,  and  the  Land  Commission 
niav  purchase  such  interest  at  any  time  on 
such  terms  as  may  be  sanctioned  by  the 
Treasury."— (7%«  Earl  of  Dorumghmore,) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  had  considered  this 
matter  veiy  carefully  in  conjunction  with 
the  noble  Ihike  and  regarded  it  as  a  very 
important  subject.  The  Amendment 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Man- 
chester moved  by  the  noble  Lord  was  to 
secure  a  royalty  to  the  persons  who  would 
have  been  entitled  to  tne  minerals  if  the 
land  had  not  been  sold,  of  50  per  cent. 
His  right  hon.  friend  was  ready  to  fix  the 
percentage  at  25  per  cent  instead  of  50. 
That  was  a  very  krge  amount,  but  it  had 
been  agreed  to  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshira 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
that  he  was  obliged  to  the  noble  Lord, 
but  as  he  supposed  that  he  would  not 
advance  upon  that  he  would  not  bargain 
with  him. 


Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  that  there 
was  just  one  thing  that  he  ou^ht  to 
mention.  This  Amendment  wouM  have 
to  go  in  after  line  21,  and  it  was  most 
important  that  that  line  should  be 
preserved ;  if  it  were  put  in  at  the  end  of 
Une  20  it  would  exclude  line  21,  and  that 
he  could  not  agreed  to. 


Lord  CASTLETdWN  : 
line  vesting  in  the  Crown  1 


That  is  the 


Lord  ASHBOURNE:    Yes. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  asked  if  this 
Amendment  governed  the  case  of  those 
owners  who  had  sunk  pits  on  their  land 
and  who  had  already  dealt  with  their 
mineral  properties,  whether  those 
properties  passed  direct  to  the  Land 
Commission.  That  was  the  point  that 
they  wanted  to  get  at  in  the  interest  both 
of  themselves  and  the  tenants. 

Lo^  ASHBOURNE  said  that  he 
would  think  over  the  matter,  he  had  not 
considered  it,  but  he  promised  to  consider 
it  before  the  Report  stage. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  asked  whether 
he  understood  his  noble  friend  would 
have  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  on  the 
Report,  dealing  with  the  subject. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  that  at 
present  he  did  not  think  that  an  Amend- 
ment was  necessary,  but  if,  on  considera- 
tion, he  thought  that  one  was  necessary 
he  would  put  an  Amendment  down. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  that  suppos- 
ing the  noble  Lord  had  lands  with  large  and 
valuable  coal  fields  under  them  would  he 
like  to  pass  them  over  to  somebody  else 
for  nothing  1 

Lord  ASHBOURNE:  No,  I  should 
not! 

On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amended, 
agreed  ta 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said  that 
the  Amendment  that  he  proposed  to  move 
was  a  mere  drafting  Amendment.  The 
words  first  mentioned  in  the  clause  would 
refer  only  to  one  right — the  right  of 
entering,  bi\!b  the  words  "  any  such " 
would  refer  to  all,  he  begged  to  move. 
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Amemlinent  moved— 

« ^l!\^^^  ^'  *^°®  ^*^  ^  ^^'«  ^^^  ^^^  words 
the  first  mentioned*  and  insert  the  words 
*any  snch,* '*^{The  Earl  of  Dunraven.) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  that  it  was 
much  more  than  a  drafting  Amendment, 
and  that  he  could  iiot  agree  to  it. 

Amendment^  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  13,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  14.        ' 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  of  BRANDON 
said  the  object  of  the  next  Amendment 
almost  explained  itself,  the  clause  in  ques- 
taon  was  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons  in  redemption  of  a  pledge  given 
by  the  Chief  Secretary,  in  answer  to  a 
Question  put  during  the  passage  of  the 
BiU  through  the  House,  to  provide  that 
ancient  monuments  should  not  pass  into 
the  hAiids  of  small  occupiers,  but  should 
yestm  some  public  body.  He  was  thank 
ful  to  see  the  principle  recognise  in  the 
clause  that  this  should  be  done,  but  the 
clause  would  not  carry  out  that  object 
because  it  only  proposed  to  hand  over 
these  monuments  to  the  Board  of  Works 
if  it  was  willing  to  take  them.  But  the 
Board  of  Works  was  not  willing  to  take 
them  in  a  great  number  of  cases,  because 
they  had  no  means  to  maintain  them,  and 
in  that  case  the  monuments  would  remain 
in  the  hands  of  small  occupiers.  His 
Amendment  gave  an  alternative  by 
which  they  might  be  vested,  if  the  Board 
Of  Works  refused  to  take  them,  in  the 
County  Councils.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

^  "  In  ^e  8,  Iwe  36,  after  the  word  *  Commis- 

lonere,  to  msertasanewsub-section  the  words." 

-.     Where  the  said  Commissioners  withhold 

uch  consent  the  Land  Commission  may,  with 

Che  consent  of  the  County  Council,  make  an 

order  vesting  the  monument  in  the  latter  body 

under  the  provisions  of  Section  19  of  the  Local 

Government    (Ireland)    Act,     1898.' "—(Zorrf 

MonteagU  of  Brandon,) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  was  not  sure 
whether  his  noble  friend  had  considered 
the  position  in  respect  to  ancient  monu- 
mentsand  the  County  Councils.  Everybody 
sympathised  entirely  with  the  wish  that 
these  ancient  monuments  could  be  pre- 
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served  in  Ireland,  but  in  the  Bill  there 
was  no  power  to  vest  them  in  the  County 
Councils.  If  the  noble  Lord  would,  how- 
ever, withdraw  his  Amendment,  he  would 
consider  the  matter  on  Report. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  14  agreed  to. 

Clause  15. 

Amendment  moved— 

*;in  pace  9,  line  25,  after  the  word  *  Acts ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  to  tenants.'  "—(7%€  Jhtke 
of  Devonnhire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  that 
before  the  clause  was  added  to  the  Bill 
he  would  like  to  ask  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  Chancellor  for  Ireland  what 
it  meant>  because  there  was  considerable 
apprehension  felt  as  to  the  meaning  of 
this  clause,  and  he  had  not  been  able  to 
find  anjrbody  who  had  been  able  to 
explain  it  to  him.  There  was  a  geaeral 
apprehension  that  it  might  mean  that  if 
the  tenants,  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  landlord  and  contrary  to. the  con- 
ditions of  the  tenancy,  <5reiaied  an 
interest  by  way  of  a  subtenancvy  that 
when  the  landlord  sold  he  might  have  to 
compensate  out  of  the  money  received 
from  the  sale  the  sub-tenant  for  improve- 
ments created  by  him  under  the  sub- 


LORD  ASHBOURNE  said  he  need  not 
tell  their  Lordships  that  when  a  Member 
of  their  I^ordships'  House,  of  the  dbvious 
comprehension  and  learning  of  his  noble 
and  learned  friend,  felt  conmsed,  he  must 
endeavour  to  do  something  to  assist  him 
out  of  the  state  of  uncertainty  in  which 
he  found  himself.  He  had  read  the 
clause  with  every  attention,  and  witji 
every  desire  to  approach  it  from  the 
standpoint  of  his  noble  friend,  and  he 
was  constrained  to  admit  that  he  had 
been  unable  to  get  in  any  way  perplexed 
by  it.  He  took  it  to  mean  that  supposing 
a  tenant  on  an  estate  was  in  possession 
of  a  holding  of  fifty  acres,  say  at  the  rental 
of  £\  per  acre,  and  supposing  that  he 
made  a  sub-letting  of  ten  acres  at  £2  an 
acre,  which  would  result  in  a  profit  rental 
to  him  of  J&IO,  this  section,  which  was  for 
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the  purposes  of  carrying  out  the  sale, 
enabled  the  sub-tenant  to  be  recognised 
as  the  tenant  who  was  entitled  to  become 
the  purchaser  of  the  holding  of  ten  acres 
at  £2  an  acre  as  let  by  the  direct  tenant, 
who  was  entitled  to  be  compensated  in 
order  that  all  the  intervening  interests 
could  be  purchased.  When  one  came  to 
consider  who  the  owners  of  intervening 
interests  were,  one  found  oneself  con- 
fronted in  the  first  place  with  the  tenant 
who  made  the  sub-letting  at  a  profit 
rental  of  J&IO,  who  became  the  owner  of 
an  intervening  interest  to  the  extent  of 
being  in  receipt  of  that  sum  at  the  time 
the  sale  was  made.  He  would  have  to 
get  compensation,  and  get  it  from  the 
same  source  from  which  all  other  owners 
received  that  which  was  the  purchase 
price  of  the  holding. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN :  Who  gets  the 
bonus  % 


Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  started  another  question 
altogether.  He  had  not  considered  the 
question,  but  he  supposed  the  bonus 
would  go  to  the  owner  who,  for  the 
purpose  of  this  section,  would  become  the 
direct  landlord  of  the  direct  tenant,  who, 
for  this  purpose,  became  the  direct 
purchaser  of  trie  land. 

Clause  15,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  16  agreed  to. 

Clause  17. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  the  Amend- 
ment he  proposed  to  move  was  a  drafting 
Amendment.  The  words  in  the  clause 
were  vague,  and  he  now  ventured  to  put 
in  these  words.  The  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment was  to  ensure  that  the  person  who 
sold  the  estate  should  not  be  a  mortgagee 
in  possession.  It  would  be  a  great  hard- 
ship if  a  mortgagee  should  come  in  and 
sell  an  estate  at  a  low  price  merely  for  the 
sake  of  getting  the  bonus  and  going  off 
with  it,  thereby  diminishing  the  other 
interests.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  10,  line  33,  after  the  word  *  person,' 
to  ifiseit  the  wo^s  '  other  than  a  mortgagee 
in  poesesflion.'  ''^(Lord  CasUeiwjon,) 


Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  he  had  cot 
sympathy  with  the  object  of  the  noble 
Lord,  but  he  could  not  see  how  the  Amend- 
ment met  his  views.  A  mortgagee  at 
present  had  very  great  powers  no  doubt. 
He  would,  however,  look  into  the  matter. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdniwn. 

Amendment  moved — 

''In  page  11,  line  4,  after  the  word 
*  person  to  insert  the  words  *  not  under  dis- 
ability.' '"—{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  DUNBOYNE  said  the  object  of 
this  Amendment  was  to  provide  that  the 
person  next  entitled  should  have  due 
notice.     It  sometimes  happened  that  the 


owner  expectant  was  not  a  direct  successor, 
and  it  might  happen  that  the  owner 
in  possession  woula  h«ve  very  special 
interest  in  his  successor  and  that  he 
might  think  more  of  his  own  interest  and 
getting  the  bonus  than  the  man  in 
remainder.  He  trusted  there  were  not 
many  such  but  they  were  bound  to  regard 
contingencies,  and  the  Amendment  he  pro- 
posed prevented  the  possibility  of  the  sale 
of  an  estate  at  a  price  under  value, 
because  it  would  enable  the  person 
entitled  to  come  in  and  show  cause,  if  he 
thought  fit,  that  an  improper  or  im- 
provident sale  was  being  made.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  Puge  II,  line  10,  after  the  word 
*  obtained '  to  insert  the  words  *  Provided 
that  the  person  next  entitled  in  remainder 
expectant  on  the  determination  of  the 
estate  of  the  vendor  at  the  time  of  the  pro- 
posed sale  shall  have  due  notice  of  the  sale,  and 
be  etitled  to  appear  and  object."*— iZaro?  Dun- 
hoy  n^.) 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  hoped 
the  Government  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. It  would  only  affect  very  few 
persons.  It  could  not  inflict  any  extra 
cost  on  the  Treasury  and  might  be  of 
great  service. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said  that 
notice  was  supposed  to  be  given,  but  it 
was  given  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
absolutely  useless.  The  remainder-man 
on  his  estate  had  never  received  any  real 
notice.     He  inquired  the  other  day  how 
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notice  was  given,  and  was  informed  that 
there  were  certain  rules  published  in 
newspapers  which,  he  supposed,  were  never 
look^  at  by  anybody.  This  kind  of  pro- 
ceeding reminded  him  of  a  saying  of 
Daniel  O'Connell  that  the  best  way  of 
keeping  a  secret  was  to  put  it  into  the 
Dublin  Gazette.  If  the  Amendment  was 
to  be  adopted  he  hoped  that  the  rules  of 
the  Court  would  be  so  altered  that  the 
notice  might  be  a  real  one. 

♦The  Earl  of  WESTMEATH  inquired 
how  far  the  Amendment  would  go.  If 
any  objection  was  taken  by  the  remainder- 
man would  they  have  any  further  redress  1 

Lord  DUNBOYNE  replied  that  the 
Land  Commissioners  might  take  notice 
of  the  objection.  It  was  true  they  did 
not  act  in  a  judicial  capacity,  but  he 
thought  they  might  act  judicially  in  so 
far  as  they  coald  interfere  and  stop  the 
sale.  That  was  the  intention  of  the 
Amendment. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  of  BRANDON 
asked  whether  the  Amendment  would 
not  bring  the  remainder-man  under 
the  zoLCs?  If  so,  it  would  be  a  most 
disastrous  result.  He  was  not  a  lawyer, 
but  he  was  informed  by  legal  friends 
that  such  would  be  the  case,  and  if  it 
were  so,  and  the  remainder-man  were 
brought  in  to  these  transactions,  they  would 
have  this  obstruction  at  the  outset  of 
every  sale.  He  was  sure  the  noble  Lord 
who  moved  the  Amendment  did  not  wish 
that. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  held  to  be  obstruction 
for  them  to  give  every  legitimate  notice 
that  could  be  required,  to  let  persons 
know  that  their  interests  might  be 
afifected.  As  he  understood  the  Amend- 
ment, the  object  of  it  was  to  secure 
that  adequate  notice  should  be  given,  so 
far  as  possible,  to  those  whose  interests 
would  require  such  legitimate  protection 
as  might  be  afforded  by  letting  them 
know  what  was  going  on.  But  if  the 
noble  Lord  looked  at  the  closing  part  of 
the  clause,  he  would  find  that  his  Amend- 
ment was  unnecessary,  and  that  abundant 
care  was  taken  that  the  attention  of  the 
Land  Commissioners  should  be  directed 
to  the  necessity  of  giving  notice  by  means 
of  advertisement  of  their  proceedings. 

The  Eaa-l  of  Bdmore. 


Lord  DUNBOYNE  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  17,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  18. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  moved 
to  insert  at  Clause  18,  page  11,  line  13, 
after  "  1 896,"  the  words  "  which  interest 
shall  be  at  a  rate  of  not  less  than 
3|  per  cent,  per  annum."  He  said 
this  was  an  Amendment  in  order 
that  interest  at  the  rate  of  3^  per 
cent,  should  be  paid  to  vendors  under 
Sub-section  2  of  the  clause.  Under 
the  existing  law  the  interest  had  to  be 
fixed  by  agreement,  and  it  had  been  4 
per  cent.  The  Amendment  was  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  the  Treasury, 
because  if  they  were  to  receive  less  it 
would  be  at  the  loss  of  the  Exchequer. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  11,  Hue  13,  after  '  1896,'  to  insert 
the  words  '  which  interest  shall  be  at  a  rate  of 
not  less  than  3}  per  cent,  per  annum.' " 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  CLONBROOK  moved  to  insert 
at  page  11,  line  18,  after  ''holdings,"  the 
following  new  subsection :—**(2)  The 
value  of  such  arrears  of  rent,  if  not 
agreed  upon  between  the  vendor  and  the 
Land  Commission,  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Judicial  Commissioner,  and  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Land  Commission  to  the  vendor 
over  and  above  the  purchase  money  of 
the  lands"  He  said  that  the  Amend- 
ment provided  that  the  sum  of  money 
for  arrears  to  be  fixed  by  agreement 
between  the  vendor  and  the  Land  Com 
mission  should,  if  they  would  not  agree, 
be  fixed  by  the  Judicial  Commissioner, 
and  should  be  paid  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission to  the  vendor,  irrespective  of  the 
purchase  money  for  the  land.  It  was 
already  provided  that  the  Land 
Commission  should  pay  3^  per  cent, 
interest  on  the  purchase  money,  and 
that  if  the  sale  became  inoperative 
an  account  should  be  made  between  the 
vendor  and  the  Land  Commission,  and 
any  interest  already  received  by  the 
vendor  should  be  refunded,   but   there 
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was  no  provision  made  for  an  account  of 
arrears  received  or  remitted  by  the 
Land  Commission.  He  wished  to  have 
words  inserted  providing  that  arrears 
should  be  taken  into  account,  and  that 
after  thev  had  been  taken  into  account 
and  fixed  they  should  be  recoverable. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  11,  line  18,  after  the  word  *hold 
ings '  to  insert  the  following  new  Sub-section  : 
*(£)  The  value  of  such  arrears  of  rent,  if  not 
agreed  upon  between  the  vendor  and  the 
Land  Commiasion,  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Judicial  Commissioner,  and  shall  be  paid  by 
the  Land  Commission  to  the  vendor  over  and 
above  the  purchase-money  of  the  lands.*"— 
{Lord  Clonbrock.) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  remarked  that 
if  the  Amendment  were  carried  it  would 
introduce,  for  the  first  time,  an  already 
overburdened  Judge  into  the  mechanism 
of  accounts— namely,  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioner. There  was  not  a  man  more 
hardly  worked  in  Ireland,  and  he  should 
look  with  some  hesitation  to  the  placing 
upon  his  shoulders  of  any  burden  to 
which  he  would  have  to  apply  his 
judicial  mind.  It  would  not  be  reason- 
able to  ask  him  to  assume  the  burden 
of  assessing  the  arrears.  The  purchase 
of  an  estate  must  always  be  for  a  lump 
sum,  including  the  value  and  arrears, 
and  to  seek  to  divide  it  and  make  calcula- 
tions and  sub-divisions  would  be  against 
that  primary  idea.  The  purchase  under 
any  sound  system  should  be  for  a  lump 
sum,  which  the  parties  could  arrive  at  by 
some  means,  by  the  rough  sense  of 
intuition  or  the  rule  of  thumb,  and  it 
would  not  be  desirable  to  work  out 
these  calculations. 

Lord  GLONBROCK  stated  that  it 
was  important  to  remember  that  in  the 
case  of  a  settled  estate  the  purchase 
money  would  be  realty  and  go  to  the 
inheritors,  whilst  the  arrears  would  be 
personalty. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  pointed  out 
that  under  the  section  itself  the  arrears 
were  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Land 
Commission,  and  they  would  collect 
as  much  as  they  pleased.  Supposing  the 
rents  were  £20,000  and  the  arrears 
£15,000,  those  arrears  would  go  to  the 
tenant  for  life,  and  if  they  were  taken 
by  the  Land  Commission  the  latter  would 


have  £15,000  for  doing  absolutely 
nothing.  Lord  Ashbourne  had  very 
glibly  treated  the  sums  in  bulk,  but  there 
could  never  be  any  sale  in  bulk,  and  there 
never  had  been  such  a  sale.  It  had 
always  been  a  question  of  a  sale  to 
tenants  for  a  certain  sum,  and  the  arrears 
had  been  dealt  with  afterwards.  As  a 
rule,  arrangements  were  made  either  for 
the  arrears  to  be  remitted  by  the  owner 
or  some  arrangement  by  which  the 
arrears  were  paid  to  the  seller  and  after- 
wards agreed  upon.  The  question  was 
a  fair  one  and  deserved  consideration. 

♦Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  he  was  im- 
pressed  by  the  allegation  of  a  part 
going  in  the  case  of  settled  lands  one  way 
and  part  to  a  difi*erent  hand.  That  was 
a  matter  he  should  consider  in  connection 
with  the  Amendment. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  asked  rnd  ob- 
tained leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment 
in  view  of  the  promise  of  Lord  Ash- 
bourne. 

Clause  1 8,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  19. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  12,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  wonl 
*had'  and  insert  the  word  *have.'"  —  (T^e 
Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  19,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  20. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  12,  line  6,  leave  out  the  word  *  of ' 
and  insert  the  words  *  mentioned  in.'"— 
( The  Duke  of  Devonshire. )  ^ 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  20  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  21  agreed  to.  j 

Clause  22. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  he  moved 
to  omit  Clause  22  for  the  reason  that 
it  dealt  entirely  with  questions  of  boun- 
daries of  the  holdings,  easements,  or 
appurtenances  claimed  by  any  proprietors 
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against  any  other  proprietors  or  tenants 
of  holdings,  and  placed  the  burden  of 
examining  into  and  settling  these  matters 
on  the  Land  Commissioners.  The  Com- 
missioners already  had  a  great  deal  of 
work  to  do.  Formerly  all  these  questions 
of  boundaries,  easements,  and  appurten- 
ances were  dealt  with  in  Ireland,  as  in 
England  by  the  ordinary  County  Courts. 
Some  feeling  might  be  aroused  amongst 
the  parties  because  they  would  have 
to  go  up  to  DubUn  and  squabble,  whereas 
they  might  go  into  the  County  Courts  and 
settle  tne  matter  there  at  very  little 
expense.  It  was  not  a  very  serious 
Amendment,  and  he  begged  the  GU)vem- 
ment  to  accept  it. 

Amendment  moved  — 
"Toleaveout  Clause  22."— (^orrf  CiM</ftoM7n.) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  said  that 
the  clause  was  inserted  in  the  Bill  to  save 
time  and  expense,  and  it  could  in  no 
respect  be  inferior  in  its  operations,  because 
the  Land  Commission  could  only  determine 
questions  under  it  at  the  request  of  all 
parties  concerned.  It  was  much  better 
to  have  the  questions  settled  at  the  time 
of  sale  than  to  have  them  settled  by  Courts 
of  law  afterwards. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  22  agreed  to. 

Clause  23. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  moved  to 
leave  out  of  page  13,line  10,  from  the  word 
"  any  "  to  the  end  of  paragraph,  and  insert 
the  words — ''person  aggrieved  by  any 
decision  of  an  Estates  Commissioner  sitting 
alone  may  require  bis  case  to  be  re- 
considered by  the  three  Estates  Com- 
missioners sitting  together,  and  any  person 
interested  may  reqmre  that  any  question 
of  law  shall  be  referred  to  the  decision 
of  a  Judicial  Commissioner."  He  thought 
this  Amendment  was  very  necessary  as 
there  was  no  provision  in  the  Bill  as  it 
stood  that  the  Estates  Commissioners 
should  sit  together,  and  the  right  of 
appeal  on  a  point  of  law  to  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  was  only  permitted  to  be 
exercised  in  cases  where  the  Estates  Com- 

Lord  GasUetoum.  ' 


missioners  might  decide  that  the  point 
was  not  a  frivolous  one.  Such  a  restric- 
tion of  the  right  of  appeal  was  manifestly 
imfair,  because  Mr.  Wyndham  had  stated 
in  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  Estates 
Commissioners  were  onlv  to  perform 
administrative  duties  and  were  not  to 
interfere  with  legal  points.  It  might  be 
argued  that  the  powers  given  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners  were  exactly 
similar  to  those  given  to  magistrates,  but 
in  the  first  place  magistrates  bad  juris- 
diction over  points  of  law  and  the  right 
to  decide  them,  powers  which  were  not 
vested  in  the  Estates  Commissioners  at 
all.  Again,  if  a  magistrate  refused  to 
state  a  case  an  application  could  be  made 
to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  for  a  rule 
to  call  upon  the  magistrate  to  state  a  case. 
There  was  no  similar  right  of  appeal  under 
this  section,  and  why  shoma  greater 
powers  be  riven  to  tbe  Estates  Com- 
missioners, who  were  purely  administrative 
officers,  and  were  in  no  way  responsible 
for  their  legal  proceedings. 

Amendment  moved — 

"lapa^  13,  line  10,  to  leave  oat  from  the 
word  'any'  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph  and 
insert  the  worda  *  person  aggrieved  by  any 
decision  of  an  Estates  Commissioner  sitting 
alone  may  require  his  case  to  be  reconsidered 
by  the  three  Estates  Commissioners  sitting 
together,  and  any  person  interested  may  reqnire 
that  any  question  of  law  shall  be  referred  for 
the  decision  of  a  Judicial  Commissioner.*  "-(T^e 
Duke  o/Abereom.) 

The  Dukb  of  DEVONSHIRE  said  the 
Amendment  did  not  appear  to  be  neces- 
sary because  the  Estates  Commissioners 
were  not  a  Court.  The  Bill  provided  that 
in  cases  where  it  was  necessary  there 
should  be  a  reference  to  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  on  any  point  of  law  unless 
the  application  to  refer  was  a  frivolous 
one.  rhe  other  questions  to  which  the 
noble  Duke's  Amendment  applied  were 
not  questions  of  law,  and  as  the 
Estates  Commissioners  were  not  a  Court 
of  law  it  did  not  seem  possible  to  give  an 
appeal  from  a  decision  of  one  set  of  Co  m- 
missioners  to  the  other. 

*  The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
they  felt  it  very  hard  that  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  who  were  laymen^  should 
have  the  right  to  decide  whether  an 
appeal  upon  a  legal  point  was  frivolous. 
That  was  the  whole  point  of  the  Amend- 
ment, and  it  might  cause  both  landlords 
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and  tenants  very  great  injury  if  it  was 
left  to  laymen  to  decide  a  point  of  law. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  said  that 
very  often  the  questions  which  arose 
were  mixed  questions  of  fact  and  law. 
The  Estates  Gommisaionen  would  have 
the  power  to  allocate  the  purchase  money 
of  estates  to  the  persons  entitled  to  it,  and 
to  settle  all  the  different  interests.  The 
questions  which  arose  were  sometimes 
questions  more  of  law  than  of  fact,  and 
it  seemed  strange  that  lawmen,  and  not 
lawyers,  not  bound  to  give  any  reason 
for  what  they  did,  should  be  able  to 
dedde  these  questions  without  any 
possibility  of  appeal.  There  certainly 
ought  to  be  a  right  of  appeal. 

*LoRD  ASHBOURNE  observed  that 
those  who  put  forward  the  Amendments 
were  not  keeping  in  mind  the  scheme  by 
which  the  Estates  Commissioners  were 
appointed,  and  that  it  was  mainly 
intended  that  they  should  carry  out  a 
great  executive  transaction.  The  appeal 
to  the  Judicial  Commissioner  was  a  great 
safeguard.  It  was  suggested  that  the 
right  of  appeal  was  weakened  by  putting 
in  the  qualifying  words,  "Unless,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Estates  Commissioners,  the 
amplication  is  frivolous."  These  words 
were  familiar  in  stating  cases  from 
statutes  relating  to  petty  sessions  Courts. 
He  did  not  think  that  any  tribunal  ever 
dealt  lightly  or  carelessly  with  the 
powers  entrusted  to  them,  and  it  would 
be  a  scandalous  abuse  for  any  man  to 
refuse  to  consider  a  case  and  refer  ques- 
tions of  law  to  the  proper  tribunal, 
especially  when  they  were  presented  to 
him  supported  by  legal  arguments  or 
opinions,  and  everjrthing  to  show  the 
soundness  of  the  belief.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  might  well  be  that  any  man  of 
common  sense  would  be  able  to  see, 
without  any  legal  training  or  acute- 
ness,  that  the  question  was  not  put 
forward  as  one  of  legal  substance,  but  in 
a  very  frivolous  way,  which  suggested 
that  it  was  more  a  seeking  to  gain  time 


than  anything  else.  The  section  as  it 
was  framed  was  quite  bona  fide,  and  it 
was  framed  with  a  keen  desire  to  give 
an  appeal  on  a  question  of  law. 

LobdDUNBOYNE  pointed  out  that 
the  Estates  Commissioners  were  to  be  the 
persons  who  were  to  say  whether  or  not 
an  application  for  a  reference  on  a  ques- 
tion of  law  was  frivolous,  and  they  were 
the  persons  against  whose  decision  the 
appeal  would  lie.  Would  it  meet  the 
view  of  the  Government  if  an  appeal 
were  given  in  the  event  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  consenting  ¥  There  were  instances 
in  which  no  appeal  could  be  made 
except  on  application  to  a  Judge  in 
chambers,  and  if  the  Judge  refused  the 
appeal  the  party  would  go  to  the  Court 
of  Appeal  and  ask  for  leave  to  appeal. 
Some  provision  of  that  kind  should  be 
inserted  in  the  clause,  so  that  in  the 
event  of  the  Estates  Commissioners 
refusing  leave  to  appeal,  the  application 
could  be  made  either  to  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  or  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

f  Lord  CASTLETOWN  suggested  that 
the  words,  '*  Unless  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Estates  Commissioners  the  application  is 
frivolous  "  shouM  be  struck  out  of  the 
clause. 

♦  Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  it  would  be 
found  in  the  appeal  section  that  the 
appeal  on  questions  of  law  was  given 
unless  the  Estates  Commissioners  thought 
it  frivolous. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  : 
We  want  that  out. 

.  *  Lord  ASHBOURNE  replied  that  the 
provision  worked  adeauately  and  with- 
out any  abuse.  He  did  not  anticipate 
any  likelihood  or  possibility  of  abuse. 
No  one  holding  a  responsible  office  would 
refuse  to  grant  an  appeal  on  a  real  ques- 
tion of  law. 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided  ' 
—Contents,  60  :   Not-Contsnts,  63. 
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The  Earl  of  ROSSE  moved  to  insert  in 
page  13,  line  10,  after  '*  law  "  the  words 
**  the  Land  Judge  or  "  and  after  "  Com- 
missioners "  the  words  '*  as  the  case  may 
be."  The  object  of  the  Amendment  was 
to  provide  specifically  that  the  Land 
Judge  should  be  consulted  by  the  Land 
Commissioners  in  the  carrying  out  of  the 
provisions  of  Sub-section  8. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  14,  line  3,  after  the  word  *with' 
to  insert  the  w^ords  *  the  Land  Judge  or,'  and 
after  the  word  *  Commissioners '  to  insert  the 
words  '  as  the  case  may  be.* " — {The  Earl  oj 
Bosae.) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  under- 
stood that  the  Amendment  was  to  enable 
the  Land  Judge  to  be  consulted  as  to 
the  employment  of  officers  of  the  Land 
Commission.  The  noble  Lord  had  not 
given  any  reasons  for  the  introduction 


of  the  Amendment  and  he  (the  Duke  of 
Devonshire)  did  not  know  why  it  was 
supposed  to  be  desirable.  Another 
Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
noble  Duke,  which  provided  that  **all 
officers  of  the  Land  Judge's  Court  (in- 
cluding clerks  in  the  Receivers'  Depart- 
ment of  not  less  than  ten  years 
standing)  shall  be  eligible  for  employ- 
ment by  the  Estates  Commissioners 
under  this  sub-section/'  was  quite 
unnecessary,  because  anybody  was 
eligible. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 


*The  Earl  of  WESTMEATH  said  he 
wished  to  propose  an  Amendment 
to  page  14  Une  12,  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "Commissioners"  the  words 
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"or  any  other  vendor."  The  Amend- 
ment was  originally  moved  in  another 
place,  where  it  had  a  somewhat  chequered 
career.  It  was  moved  in  the  Committee 
stage  and  withdrawn  in  order  that  it 
might  be  considered  in  the  Report  stage, 
but  nothing  was  heard  of  it  then.  He 
therefore  thought  it  best  to  bring  it 
forward  in  order  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment an  opportunity  o^  explaining  the 
position.  The  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment was  to  make  the  provisions  of 
Sub-section  10  applicable  to  sales  by  the 
landlord  direct  to  the  tenant  as  well  as 
to  sales  of  estates  bj  the  Land  Gom- 
missione  rs.  The  advantages  given  under 
this  sub-section  to  sales  by  the  Land 
Commissioners  to  the  tenants  ought  to 
be  extended  to  sales  direct  from  landlord 
to  tenant. 


Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  14,  line  12,  after  the  word  '  Com- 
mifisionein  *  to  insert  the  words  *  or  any  other 
vendor.'  "--{The  Earl  of  Weatmeath,) 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  of  BRANDON 
said  the  Amendment  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  the  Estates  Commissioners 
because  the  effect  of  the  clause  would  then 
be  to  hold  out  great  inducements  to  all 
landlords  to  sell.  As  the  sub-section 
stood  it  made  the  expenses  of  negotia- 
tions in  the  cases  of  sales  to  and  by  the 
Land  Commissioners  part  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Land  Commission.  If  the 
Amendment  were  accepted,  a  great  part 
of  the  work  could  be  undertaken  by  the 
landlords  negotiating  direct  with  their 
tenants.  He  supported  the  Amend- 
ment. 

*L0RD  ASH  BOURNE  said  the  Amend- 
ment was  one  that  would  make  a  new 
and  wide  departure  from  the  principles 
of  the  Bill.  The  clause  it  was  sought 
to  amend  made  liberal  provisions  with 
re^rd  to  sales  to  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners and  sales  by  the  Commiss*  oners 
to  tenants  and  others.  It  would  j  be 
going  outside  the  fair  scope  of  the 
administration  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
to  provide  not  only  for  the  costs  incurred 
by  officials  but  also  for  the  costs  of  sales 
l^  a  private  vendor  to  his  own  imme- 
diate tenants.  That  would  indeed  be  a 
far-reachmg  departure,  and  would 
involve  great  expense.  He  had  great 
sympathy  with  the  persons  whom  the 
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noble  Earl  sought  to  assist,  but  he  did 
not  see  his  way  to  grace  any  recognition 
of  that  sympathy. 


Amendmen*^ 
withdrawn. 


by  leave  of  the   House, 


*The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMOREsaid 
he  felt  somewhat  diffident  about  calling 
his  next  Amendment  a  verbal  one,  having 
regard  to  the  way  in  which  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  (Lord  Ashbourne)  had 
jumped  on  him.  He  proposed  to  leave 
out  from  the  word  **  Commissioners  '*  in 
line  20,  page  14,  to  the  word  "make" 
in  line  23,  and  insert  "and  the  President 
of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society  of 
Ireland,  or  a  majority  of  them,  if  such 
majority  includes  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioner, may,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.''  The  point 
was  that  the  rules  which  were  to  be  made 
would  be  largely  concerned  with  ques- 
tions of  law,  and  as  the  sub-section  now 
st«od  the  lay  Commissioners  might 
decide  against  the  Judicial  Commissioner 
on  them.  That  might  have  very  unfair 
results  quite  apart  jfrom  the  intention  of 
the  Estates  Commissioners,  because  he 
was  sure  they  would  not  do  such  a  thing 
willingly.  If  the  Amendment  were 
carried  the  Judicial  Commissioner,  if  he 
were  not  a  member  of  the  majority, 
would  have  a  veto.  This  would  influence 
the  smooth  working  of  the  Bill  and  make 
it  absolutely  certain  that  no  injustice 
would  be  done  to  anybody.  ^ 

Amendment  moved— 

*•  In  page  14,  line  20,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  Commissioners  *  to  the  word  *  make '  in 
line  23  and  insert  the  wordn  *and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society  of 
Ireland,  or  a  majority  of  them,  if  such 
majority  includes  the  Judicial  Commissioner, 
may,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant." '— (TAe  Earl  of  Donouqhtnore. ) 

♦Lord  A  SHBOURNEsaid that  although 
not  of  overwhelming  importance  the 
Amendment  would  make  a  substantial 
departure  from  the  clause  as  drafted, 
although  the  constituent  elements 
were  found  in  both.  The  Government 
proposal  was  that  the  rules  should 
be  drafted  by  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioner and  the  Estates  Commissioners, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  after  consultation  with 
the  President  of  the  Incorporated  Law 
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Society  of  Ireland.  It  was  very  difficult 
to  conceive  that  in  all  questions  of  making 
important  rules,  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Department,  the  greatest  respect  would  not 
be  shown,  to  the  opinion  of  the  Judicial 
Commissioner.  It  was  not  suggested 
that  there  should  be  any  change  regarding 
the  Lord  Lieutanant,  but  there  was  a 
change,  though  not  a  great  one,  proposed 
with  regard  to  the  President  of  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society.  As  the  head 
of  the  solicitors'  profession,  it  was  quite 
reasonable  and  wise  that  he  should  be 
consulted  with  respect  to  these  questions. 
It  was,  however,  suggested  that  he  should 
have  a  direct  voice  in  regard  to  the  making 
of  rules.  He  (Lord  Ashbourne)  thought 
the  Bill,  as  drafted,  was  quite  adequate. 
From  his  experience  in  presiding  over  the 
making  of  rules,  he  would  say  that  there 
was  no  tendency  to  rush  them  through, 
or  not  to  weigh  all  arguments. 

♦Earl  DONOUGHMORE  said  the 
point  of  his  Amendment  was  that  in  the 
making  of  these  roles,  if  there  should  be 
a  division,  the  Judicial  Commissioner 
should  be  in  the  majority,  but  having* 
regard  to  what  had  been  said  by  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  he  would  not 
press  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by   leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  23,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  24. 

Amendment  moved — 


The    sub-section 


"  In  PAire  15,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  words 

may  be,'   and    insert 

-(Tm  Duke  of  Devon- 


In  page  1., . 

'or  order  as  the  case   may  be,'   and    insert 

the  words  *  for  sale.' "- 

Mre.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  16,  line  17,  to  leave  oat  the  words 
*  Estates  CommissiunerA '  and  insert  the  words 
Land  Conunissioo.'  "—{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  moved 
an  Amendment,  page  16,  line  13,  to  leave 
out ''  to  such  extent  as  may  be  sanctioned 
by  the  Treasury."  His  object  was  to  get 
a  definite  idea  as  to  what  costs  were  to 
be  defrayed   by   the    Land  Commission 

Lord  Ashbourne, 


or    by   the    vendors, 
provided  that  the-- 

**  Land  Commission  may  cause  their  officers 
to  make  such  investigations,  and  perform  tnch 
other  duties,  as  may  be  requisite  and  practi- 
cable, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  title  to 
and  distribnting  the  purchase  money,  and  such 
ascertainment  and  aistribntion  shall,  to  such 
extent  as  may  be  sanctioned  by  the  Treasury." 

This  was  a  matter  of  enormous  import- 
ance because  the  uncertainty  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  expenses,  for  which  they 
would  be  made  liable  throi^h  the-  investi- 
gation which  the  Land  (>)mmission  or 
their  officers  might  think  necessary,  was 
more  likely  to  deter  landlords  from  sellins 
than  anything  else.  It  was  of  vitu 
importance  to  the  Bill  that  the  landlords 
should  have  a  tolerably  accurate  idea  of 
what  their  proportion  of  the  costs  would 
be.  Noboav  nad  the  slightest  idea  of 
what  the  subsection  meant,  or  what  inves- 
tigation would  satisfy  the  Land  Commis- 
sion. Those  investigations  were  not  to  be 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  persons 
entitled  to  the  purchase  money,  except  to 
such  an  extent  as  the  Treasury  thought 
fit.    That  was  entirely  vague. 

Amendment  moved  — 

"  In  p^ge  le,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  to  sucn  a  extent  as  may  be  sanctioned  by  the 
Treasury.' "— {TAe  Earl  of  Dunravet^). 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  said 
the  effect  of  the  Amendment  as  it  stood 
would  be  to  provide  that  the  distribution 
of  the  purchase  money  should  be  entirely 
free  of  charfi;e  to  the  vendor.  The  GU)vern- 
ment  would  not  afree  to  the  proposal. 
He  was  afraid  that  ne  was  not  able,  with- 
out notice,  to  give  any  further  explanation 
of  the  subjection,  but  would  only  say, 
as  had  been  pointed  out  repeatedly,  that 
the  body  of  Estate  Commissioners  would 
be  an  administrative  body  acting  under 
the  directions  of  the  Government.  The 
clause  provided  that  they  or  their  officers 
should  give  all  the  assistance  they  could 
in  cheapening  the  legal  proceedings 
incidental  to  the  transfer  of  estates  and 
the  distribution  of  the  purchase  money. 
So  far  as  they  were  aUe  to  do  that  the 
clause  signified  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  that  they  shouM  use 
their  staff  as  much  as  possible  for  the 
purposes  of  administration,  subject  to  the 
regulations  made  by  the  Treasury.  He 
did  not  think  his  noble  friend  could 
possibly  expect  it  would  be  in  his  power 
to  enter  into  a  fuller  explanation  of  the 
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manner  in  which  it  wms  intended  that  that 
duty  should  be  discharged  by  the  Estates 
Commissioners.  The  staff  would  be  made 
use  of  without  unnecessary  expense  to 
the  public. 

The  Earl  op  DUNRAVEN  did  not 
wish  to  press  the  matter,  but  he  regretted 
that  the  noble  Duke  could  not  give  the 
information  asked  for.  He  presumed 
that  when  the  sub-section  was  adopted 
the  Government  must  have  had  some 
feort  of  an  idea  what  it  meant,  and  he 
should  be  very  much  gratified  if  they 
would  inform  him  what  it  did 
mean.  Perhaps  the  noble  Duke 
Vould  give  them  some  information  on  the 
subject  on  the  Report  stage. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  wil' 
try  to  do  so. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  moved  to  insert 
after  "charge,"  page  16,  line  18,  the 
following :  "  where  since  the  1st  of  April, 
1903,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
title  and  distributing  the  purchase  money 
of  estates  intended  to  be  sold  under  this 
Act,  any  fees  have  been  paid  in  the  Local 
Registration  of  Title  Office,  Registry  of 
Deeds,  and  Registry  of  Judgments,  the 
sum  so  paid  shaS,  on  the  certificate  of  the 
Land  Commission,  be  refunded  to  the 
landlord  or  other  person  who  may  have 
paid  the  same."  The  Amendment  pro- 
vided for  reimbursing  those  landowners 
whohad  made  arrangements  for  the  selling 
of  their  estates  by  placing  them  on  the 
files  of  the  Registry  Office  at  Dublin.  A 
great  number  of  estates  had  been  pre- 
pared for  sale,  and  many  landowners  had 
already  made  their  titles  under  the 
registration  system.  It  would  be  rather 
hard  on  them  if  the  sales  did  go 
through  that  the  sums  they  would  other- 
wise receive  back  on  the  passage  of  this 
Bill  should  not  be  refunded. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  re- 
marked  that  the  proposal  was  one  to 
which  he,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the 
Treasury,  could  not  consent. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 


The  Duke  op  DEVONSHIRE  pro- 
posed an  Amendment  in  order  to  make 
clear  the  incorporated  sections  of  the 
Land  Clauses  Act,  1845,  which  specifically 
applied  to  the  purchase  money  of  estates. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  pace  16,  line  30,  after  the  word 
'  preBeribed/  to  inMrt  the  words  *  as  if  the  par* 
cbase  money  distributable  under  this  section 
were  money  P&id  or  deposited  under  those 
sections.'  '^-—{The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  16,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*the'and  insert  '9.**'— {The  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  op  DEVONSHIRE  pro- 
posed an  AmencJbnent  providing  that  any 
question  of  law  might  eo  to  the  House  of 
Lords  as  the  ultimate  Court  of  Appeal. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'In  pase  16,  line  38,  after  the  word 
'appealed  to  insert  the  words  'on  any  qaes- 
tion  other  than  one  of  law.'  *'—{The  Duke  of 
Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  24,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  25. 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN  said  he  proposed 
an  Amendment  with  the  object  of  getting 
that  peace,  which  was  now  coming  all 
over  Ireland,  extended  to  mortgitfees. 
Under  Clause  16  of  the  KU  the  Land 
Commission,  when  buying  land,  had 
power  to  vest  the  land  in  itself  by  an 
order,  and  attach  all  claims  there  might 
be  to  the  purchase  money.  Under 
Clause  24,  where  lands  were  sold  direct 
to  the  tenants,  the  Land  (Commission 
would  make  an  order  of  similar  import. 
In  these  circumstances  the  orders  fixed  a 
closing  day,  and  Sub-section  2  of  Clause  25 
provided  that  anyone  who  made  a  claim 
against  the  purchase  money  and  had 
not  established  his  claim  before  the 
closing  day — 

*'And  if  a  poition  of  the  purchase  money 
equivalent  to  the  amount  of  his  claim  has  not 
been  invested  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  oon- 
f erred  by  Sub-section  1  of  Section  14  of  the 
Act  of  1887,  then,  until  his  title  is  estahhshed, 
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interest  in  respect  of  the  claim  shall  not  be 
payable  at  a  higher  rate  than  the  rate  payable 
by  the  Land  Commission  to  the  National  Debt 
Commissioners  in  respect  of  outstanding 
advances." 

That  interest  was  at  the  rate  of  2| 
per  cent,  per  annum.  The  Amendment 
he  proposed  was  instead  of  the  words 
**  Boaking  a  claim  "  to  insert  "  whose 
claim  has  been  so  attached  to."  As 
the  clause  stood  in  the  the  event  of  any 
mortgagee  not  chosing  to  make  a 
claim,  his  money  would  remain  at  the 
higher  rate  of  interest  at  which  it  was 
originally  invested,  say  4  per  cent,  or 
5  per  cent.,  but  after  the  closing  day 
the  landlord  would  only  be  receiving 
2f  per  cent.  If  the  Amendment  were 
accepted,  with  two  others,  it  would  bridge 
automatically  any  references  to  encum- 
brances which  had  been  [attached  to 
purchase  money  under  Clauses  16 
and  12. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  17,  lines  4  and  5,  to  leave  out  the 
words  •  making  a  claim  upon,'  and  insert  the 
words  *  whose  claim  has  been  so  attached  to.' " 
—{Tlie  Earl  of  Arran.) 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  he  regarded 
the  Amendment  as  unnecessary  because 
already  under  Clause  16  all  claims  against 
the  land  were  attached  to  the  purchase 
money.  If  a  mortgagee  had  a  charge 
upon  lands  which  were  being  sold  and 
also  upon  other  lands,  the  matter  was  one 
which  required  to  be  dealt  with  before  a 
sale  could  reasonably  be  carried  out,  and 
the  Land  Commission  were  empowered  to 
apportion  the.  mortgage  that  fell  upon 
the  land  sold.  That  was  the  obvious 
necessity,  and  it  was  clearly  provided  for. 
But  what  right  had  the  Commission  to 
exercise  any  functions  over  charges  that 
were  not  apportioned  to  lands  under  their 
jurisdiction  and  that  could  not  possibly 
affect  them.  There  was  no  jurisdiction 
unless  an  Act  of  Parliament  could  enforce 
it,  and  they  had  no  right  to  do  anything 
that  was  not  just. 

The  Earl  of  AREAN  pointed  out 
that  whereas  under  the  present  conditions 
the  mortgagee  was  only  paid  2f  per  cent, 
he  would  be  able  to  proceed  against 
the  landlord  for  the  balance  of  whatever 
rate  of  interest  he  might  have  been 
receiving. 

The  Earl  of  Airan. 


Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  the  Land 
Commission  were  given  power  to  deal 
with  the  mortgagee  on  land  sold  and 
therefore  under  jurisdiction.  What  right 
had  the  Commission  to  make  an  order  on 
land  with  which  they  had  no  concern. 
That  would  be  most  unjust  and  would 
not  be  reasonable. 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN  urged  that  if 
the  whole  property  were  sold  would  not 
the  mortgagee  be  able  to  proceed  for  the 
difference  of  any  profit  oetween  5  per 
cent,  and  2f  per  cent. 

I^RD  ASHBOURNE  thought  the  noble 
Earl  must  have  some  special  case  of  his 
own  in  mind  and  wanted  an  opinion  of 
authority  that  he  might  use  in  reference 
to  the  matter.  He  would  suggest  to 
the  noble  Earl  that  there  was  a  reasonable 
way  of  appealing  to  professional  advisers 
for  guidance. 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN  denied  that 
he  had  any  particular  case  in  mind.  It 
was  merely  a  question  of  law  as  regarded 
the  Bill.     He  must  press  his  Amen&ient. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  he  did  not 
desire  that  there  should  be  any  misconcep- 
tion on  the  matter.  If  the  noble  Earl 
would  tell  him  of  a  concretecase  he  should 
be  glad  to  listen  to  him,  but  it  was  hardly  a 
matter  on  which  to  divide  the  House. 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN:  I  should  like 
to  divide  on  the  Amendment. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  17,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  claim,' 
to  insert  tlie  words  *  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  directed  to  be  discharged  out  of  the  par- 
chase  money.* "—( The  Earl  of  Arran.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved— 

"In  page  17,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  pay- 
able,' to  insert  the  words  <  out  of  the  purchase 
money,  or  recoverable  under  any  agreement  or 
covenant,  or  chargeable  on  any  other  lands  or 
securities  which  may  be  subject  to  such  claim 
along  with  the  lands  sold.*^  "—{The  Earl  of 
Arran,) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 
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VisoouNT  TEMPLETOWN  moved  an 
Amendment  providing  that  in  the  case 
of  the  sale  of  an  estate  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  a  vendor  should  be  entitled 
to  pay  off  any  charge  or  encumbrance 
thereon  notwithstanding  any  direction, 
proviso,  or  covenant  contained  in  any 
of  these  or  other  instruments  to  the 
contrary.  The  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment was  to  enable  the  vendor  to  pay 
off  at  once,  out  of  the  purchase  money, 
any  charge  or  encumbrance  on  an  estate* 
Certain  mortgages  contained  that  regula- 
tion and  if  the  landlord  were  to  continue 
to  pay  a  high  rate  of  interest  to  the 
encumbrancer,  whilst  receiving  only  a 
low  rate  himself  he  would  be  a  loser. 
The  policy  of  the  BiU  was  to  enable  land- 
lords to  sell  and  be  therefore  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  see  any  objection 
to  the  Amendment. 
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Amendment  moved — 

*  In  page  17,  line  13,  after  the  word 
I  advances,^ to  insert  the  words  'provided  that 
in  case  of  the  sale  of  an  estate  ander  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  a  vendor  shall  be  entitled  to 
pay  off  any  charge  or  incumbrance  thereon 
notwithstanding  any  direction,  proviso,  or 
covenant  contained  in  any  deed  or  other 
instrument  to  the  contrary.*"— (Fwcoun^ 
Templetottm.) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  said  he 
was  advised  that  the  Amendment  was 
unnecessary.  Sub-section  1  of  Clause  16 
attached  all  claims  against  land  and  Sub- 
section 5  of  Clause  24  required  the  Land 
Commission  to  distribute  the  purchase 
money  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto. 
These  provisions  would  override  any 
provisions  in  a  mortgage  as  to  paying 
off  encumbrances. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  25,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  moved 
the  insertion  of  a  new  clause  which  he 
said  was  necessary  in  order  to  enable 
the  estate  of  a  lunatic  to  be  sold  under 
the  Land  Purchase  Acts. 

Amendment  proposed — 

''After  Clause  25  to  insert  as  a  new  clause, 
the  words  *  Where  a  person  who  would  other- 
wise be  entitled  to  sell  land  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  is  a  lunatic,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
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may  order  the  land  to  be  sold  as  if  the  sale  was 
required  for  one  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
section  sixty-three  of  the  Lunacy  Regulation 
(Ireland)  Act,  1871,  and  that  section  shall 
apply  accordingly.' *'—(I%«  Duke  oj  Devon- 
shire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  26  agreed  to. 

Clause  27. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In    pace    17,    line   29,    after    the    word 
*  equalled  ^  to  insert  the  words  *  half  yearly 


The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 
On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  27,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clauses  27  to  34  agreed  to. 
Clause  35. 


The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  said 
there  were  five  consecutive  Amendments 
to  Clause  36  which  were  of  a  purely 
verbal  nature. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  19,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*in  so  far  as  any'  and  insert  the  word 
*  where.'  "—(^-^  -DwA^e  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

'<  In  page  19,  line  29,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  to  purchasnrs  to  be  repaid  by  means  of  pur- 
chase annuities.'  "—{The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  19,  line  41,  to  leave  out  the  words 
< purchase  of  the  land'  and  insert  the  words 
'  vesting  of  the  land  in  the  Commission.'  "— 
{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  pace  20,  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  words 
^repayable  by  means  of  purchase  annuities' 
and  insert  the  words  '  on  which  such  10s.  per 
cent,  is  payable  by  the  Land  Commission.'^ — 
{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

£  On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  moved — 

"'  In  page  20,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*rej>ayable  by  means  of  purchase  annuities,* 
ana  insert  the  words  *  on  which  such  lOs.  per 
cent,  is  payable  by  the  Land  Commission.*'^— 
{The  Ihike  oj  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  35,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  36  agreed  to. 

Clause  37. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  pro- 
posed an  Amendment  to  Clause  37  which 
provided  that  the  £60,000  should  not  be 
carried  to  the  purchase  fund  for  more 
than  four  years. 
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Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  21,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  Avord 
*  e^ht  and  insert  tb**  -varkrA  «  aovAn  » » — /  tA/. 
Duke  of  Devonshire. ) 


On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  37,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  38. 

Thk  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  pro- 
posed an  Amendment  to  Clause  38  which 
he  said  was  necessary  in  order  to  secure 
that  the  redemption  money  of  superior 
interests  owned  by  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  should  be  invested  in  investments 
approved  of  by  the  Public  Trustee. 

Amendment  moved — 

*^In  page  21,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  made ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  and  may  only  be  varied.' " 
{Tfk  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

*The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
the  next  Amendment  dealt  with  a  compli- 
cated subject,  but  it  was  one  of  very 
great  importance  to  those  concerned.  It 
was  very  complicated,  but  he  would 
eD'leavour  to  put  it  its  clearly  and  as 
briefly  as  he  possibly  could.  The  gist  of 
aause  38  lay  in  the  fact  that  £5000  a 
year  had  been  set  aside  out  of  the  Irish 
Development  Grant  in  order  to  reimburse 
any  losses  which  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
might  make  through  their  middlemen 
who  paid  them  head-rents.     He  thought 


that  Trinity  College  had  come  out  of  it 
very  well,  and  were  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  position  that  they  had  made  for 
themselves.  He  was  now  addressing  the 
Committee  on  behalf  of  the  people  who 
held  from  Trinity  College,  who  had  to 
pay  a  head-rent,  and  who  would  be  in  a 
most  uncomfortable,  and  almost  im- 
possible position  by  the  passing  of  this 
Bill.  The  state  of  affairs  was  this. 
Trinity  College  owned  about  200,000 
acres,  of  which  150,000  were  held  by 
people  he  might  call  the  landlord  class, 
who  paid  Trinity  College  a  head-rent, 
and  in  their  turn  had  sub-let  to  occu- 
piers, who  nearly  all  held  under  judicial 
tenancies.  The  rents  that  the  middle- 
men paid  to  Tiinity  College  were 
perpetuity  rents  and  were  governed  by 
the  Trinity  College  Leasing  and  Per- 
petuity Act,  1851,  by  which  they  were 
variable  every  ten  years  under  a  certjiin 
process  wnich  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  describe,  but  by  which,  under 
the  terms  of  that  Act,  the  College  had 
raised  the  rents,  perf t  ctly  fairly,  of  the 
perpetuity  tenants,  altogether  as  much  as 
an  average  of  31  per  cent,  since  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1851.  On  the 
other  hand,  since  the  Act  of  1851  was 
passed,  the  judicial  tenants  of  the 
middlemen  had  had  their  rents  reduced 
as  much  as  44  per  cent.,  and  that  would 
explain  to  their  Lordships  the  position 
in  which  the  middlemen  found  them- 
selves, for  their  rents  had  been  increased 
by  31  percent,  and  the  rents  they  re- 
ceived had  been  reduced  by  44  per  cent. 
In  these  circumstances  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  ask  their  lordships,  in 
order  to  make  sales  possible  under 
this  Bill  that  there  should  be  in- 
troduced into  the  Bill  such  provisions 
as  would  enable  Trinity  College,  Dublin 
to  abate  their  rents. 

He  was  going  to  quote  a  case  in  a 
moment  which  he  thought  would  show 
that  without  some  such  provision,  all 
the  tenants  occupying  under  the  lessees 
of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  would  be 
absolutely  cut  out  from  the  benefits 
of  this  Bill;  as  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  perpetuity  tenants  or  middlemen 
to  sell  on  such  sufScient  terms  as 
would  leave  any  margin  at  all.  The 
cases  he  would  quote  were  as  follows : 
The  first  case  was  that  of  a  Member  of 
their  Lordships'  Hou^e,   whose    rentals 
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from  tenants  before  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1851  amounted  to  £5,826, 
and  for  that  he  paid  as  the  head- 
rent  to  the  College  <£1952,  so  th  t  the 
College  received  a  head-rent  of  30  per 
cent,  of  the  rents  from  the  tenants  to 
the  middleman.  Those  of  their  Lord- 
ships who  had  experience  in  such 
matters  well  knew  that  30  per  cent,  was 
a  very  fat  head  rent  indeed.  The  present 
state  of  affairs  was  that  the  rental  from 
the  tenants  had  fallen  from  £5826  to 
£3869  by  the  operation  of  the  Land 
Acts  while  the  present  rent  received 
by  Trinity  College  was  £3072.  That 
was  to  say,  that  at  the  present  moment 
th  College  reo  ived  a  head-rent  amount- 
ing to  79J  per  cent.  That  was  a 
ridiculous  state  of  affairs  for  any  re- 
cover of  head-rents  to  find  himself 
in.  In  the  old  days  the  balance  which 
went  into  the  pocket  of  the  noble  Lord 
was  £3,874,  out  of  which  he  had  to 
pay  costs  of  collection  and  costs  of  im- 
provements. At  the  present  time  his 
balance  was  only  £797,  and  he  believed 
that  if  nothing  was  done  the  head-rent 
of  the  College  would  go  on  increasing 
just  as  much  as  before.  He  should  like 
to  observe  also  that  this  .landlord  had 
spent  as  much  as  £10,000  on  improve- 
ments. There  was  another  case  in 
which,  before  1881,  Trinity  College 
received  a  head-rent  of  £3,700  when  the 
gross  rentals  amounted  to  £9,150,  or 
40  per  cent,  of  the  rents,  which  was  a 
very  good  percentage  indeed.  Now 
Trinity  College  took  £5,031  out  of 
£7,188,  thus  increasing  its  percentage  to 
70  per  cent.  This  case  was  almost 
parallel  with  the  first  one  he  had  quoted. 
He  had  another  case  in  which  Trinity 
College  was  receiving  more  from  the 
middleman,  than  the  middleman  was 
receiving  from  the  tenants,  and  the 
latter  had  to  make  up  the  balance  out 
of  his  own  pocket. 

•  What  happened  when  a  sale  was 
mooted  ^  What  price  did  Trinity  College 
ask  in  order  to  redeem  its  head-rents? 
He  had  a  quotation  which  showed  that  on 
April  25th  last  the  solicitors  of  Trinity 
College,  in  open  Court  before  Judge  Ross, 
asked  for  twenty-five  years'  purchase  in 
one  of  these  cases.  Since  then  His 
Majesty's  Government,  in  their  omnipo- 
tent wisdom,  had  inserted  this  clause  in 
the    Bill,    providing  £5,000  a  year  in 


order  to  reimburse  Trinity  College  for 
possible  losses  they  might  make.  What  had 
been  the  result  ?  Last  week  one  of  those 
middlemen  wrote  to  the  bursar  of  the 
College  and  asked  what  amount  would 
be  required  for  the  redemption  of  bis 
head-rent.  The  bursar  replied  that  he 
was  not  prepared  to  give  a  figure,  but 
that  he  was  prepared  to  recommend  to 
the  College  that  they  should  ask  twenty- 
seven-and-a-half  years'  purchase  of  these 
head-rents.  So  that  as  a  result  of  receiving 
£5,000  a  year  from  the  the  Government 
the  demand  of  Trinity  College  had  gone 
up  by  two-and-a-half  years.  He  did  not 
wish  to  comment  on  this  action ;  it  was 
a  matter  with  which  they  had  very  little 
to  do,  and  it  ought  to  be  settled  between 
Trinitv  College  and  the  Government. 
He  did  think,  however,  that  it 
pressed  hardly  upon  those  middlemen, 
in  view  of  ihe  large  grant  that  Trinity 
College  received  from  public  funds  in 
order  to  help  her  to  meet  middlemen  in 
a  reasonable  spirit,  that  this  should  be  the 
position  taken  up  by  the  leading  financial 
adviser  of  the  college.  It  was  useless  to 
try  and  persuade  the  House  that  the 
College  would  not  follow  the  advice  of  its 
bursar.  Might  lie  be  allowed  to  apply 
these  figures  to  the  first  case  he  had  quoted. 
Presuming  that  the  noble  Lord  wished 
to  go  for  a  sale,  Trinity  College  taking 
twenty-seven-and-a-half  years'  purchase 
of  the  head-rent  would  get  £84,480,  while 
the  middleman,  at  the  mean  reduction  in 
the  Bill  and,  therefore,  taking  an  average 
including  the  bonus,  would  get  £104,400. 
That  was  to  say,  there  would  be  a  margin 
left  to  him  of  £1 9,924,  out  of  which  all  the 
costs  of  sale  would  have  to  be  paid  (for 
when  they  redeemed  the  head-rent  they 
had  to  pay  the  costs  to  the  owner  of  that 
head-rent),  and  the  landlord  was  left  in 
the  position  that  he  would  have  to  sell 
his  judicial  rent  for  just  over  six  times  its 
amount,  so  that  he  would  sell  a  property 
bringing  in  £800  a  year,  on  whicn  he  has 
spent  £10,000  in  improvements,  for  about 
£18,000,  after  deducting  the  cost  of  the 
sale.  Was  it  human  to  expect  that  a 
single  one  of  these  middlemen  would  sell 
under  this  Bill.  Yet  by  this  one  case 
alone  800  tenants  were  cut  out  of  the 
benefits  of  the  Bill. 

What  was  the  remedy  which  they 
sought?  They  asked  the  same  remedy 
which  was  given  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  to    the    payers    of    tithe 
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rent-charge  under  the  Act  of  1898, 
that  was  to  say,  that  the  grant  rent  of 
1851  should  be  regarded  as  the  standard 
rent,  and  reduced  in  accordance  with  the 
reductions  given  by  the  Land  Courts 
during  the  fifteen  years  following  the  year 
1881,  and  that  they  should  be  varied 
after  each  fifteen  years  in  the  ratio  of  the 
varying  rents  of  the  occupiers  under  the 
operation  of  the  last  Act.  The  tithe 
rent-charge  was  now  varying  in  different 
districts  in  consonance  with  the  variations 
in  that  district  of  the  rent  of  the  occupiers 
as  settled  by  the  Land  Commissioners. 
He  naturally  knew  it  very  well  indeed, 
because  he  was  an  owner  of  tithe  rent- 
charges,  and  the  Act  of  1898  took  a  great 
deal  out  of  his  pocket.  He  now  asked 
that  as  he  was  treated  by  the  Act  of  1 898, 
so  Trinity  College  should  be  treated  by 
this  Bill.  He  asked  for  this  in  order  to 
make  sales  possible.  He  would  only  raise 
two  further  points  upon  that.  The  first 
was  that  when  the  Government  of  the  day 
in  1881  resolved  to  disturb  rent  at  its 
source  in  the  interests  of  existing 
occupiers  they,  in  elementary  justice, 
became  bound  to  make  head-rents  vary  in 
the  same  way.  That  principle,  their  Lord- 
ships would  remember,  was  recognised  in 
1898  by  the  Tithe-Rent  Charge  Act. 
Secondly  it  must  have  been  the 
obvious  intention  of  the  Grovemment 
of  1851,  in  fixing  a  sliding  scale  of 
prices  by  which  rent  was  to  vary 
every  ten  years,  that  the  relation  then 
existing  between  the  lessees'  rent  payable 
to  Trinity  Dollege,  Dublin,  and  the  rent 
receivable  from  the  occupiers  should  be 
made  permanent.  He  thought  he  had 
shown  that  this  had  not  taken  place.  He 
therefore  asked  their  Lordships  to  pass 
this  Amendment  and  make  it  possible  for 
the  grantees  as  landlords  to  sell  their 
holdings,  and  prevent  the  tenants, 
numbering  in  all  nearly  10,000,  being 
cut  out  from  the  advantages  of  this  Bill. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  21,  line  37,  to  insert  the  following 
new  Buo-tiectioD  :  (5)  *  From  the  first  day  of 
November  next  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  the 
sum  payable  in  respect  of  any  sale  accruing:  due 
after  that  date  for  any  rent  due  in  respect  of  any 
ecclesiastical  lease  or  any  Trinity  College  lease 
or  grant  in  perpetuity,  shall  be  varied  from  the 
amount  at  which  it  stood  previously  to  such 
date  in  accordance  with  the  average  percentage 
of  the  variation  of  rents  declared  by  the  certi- 
ficate of  the  Land  Commission  to  have  taken 
place  with  respect  to  the  county  in  which  the 
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lands  out  of  which  such  rent  is  pajable  are 
situate,  as  if  such  rent  were  a  tithe  rent- 
charge  within  the  meanine  of  the  Tithe  Rent- 
Charge  Act,  1900,  and  lul  the  provisionB  of 
the  said  Act  shall  apply  to  such  rent,  anythios^ 
in  the  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  Leasing  and 
Perpetuity  Act,  1851,  or  in  any  deed  or  grant 
made  in  pursuance  thereof  to  the  contrary 
not  withstand  ing. 

"  The  Land  Commission  may,  if  they  think 
fit,  order  such  rent  to  be  redeemed  at  a  price 
to  be  fixed  by  them  on  the  basils  of  the  varia- 
tion so  declared  by  them  as  aforesaid,  as  if  suck 
rent  were  a  tithe  rent-charfi[e  within  the  mean- 
ing of  Section  18  of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland) 
Act,  1857."— (T/ie  Earl  Donoiighmare.) 


♦Lord  RATHMORE  trusted  that  their 
Lordships  would  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, for  he  believed  that  if  it  were 
carried  it  would  do  great  injustice  and 
might  seriously  injure  Trinity  College. 
He  was  sure  it  was  unnecessary  for  him 
to  press  upon  their  Lordships  what  a 
public  loss  it  would  be  if  anything  were 
now  done  to  cripple  the  power  of  the 
College.  Even  in  the  other  House  nobody 
was  found  to  question  the  great  services 
Trinity  College  had  rendered  in  the  past» 
and  still  rendered,  not  only  to  Ireland 
but  to  the  Empire.  No  one  was  found 
to  question  the  honesty  with  which  every 
penny  of  her ,  resources  was  applied  to 
the  great  purposes  which  she  so  well 
fulfilled,  and  no  one  was  found  to  sug- 
gest that  there  was  any  excess  in  those 
resources.  He  was  quite  sure  that 
in  their  Lordships*  House  the  greatest 
sympathy  and  regard  would  be  felt  for 
that  old  institution  which  for  so  long 
had  been  the  centre  of  real  patriotism 
and  the  home  of  unwavering  loyalty. 

What  was  the  grievance  of  the  noble 
Lord,  who  had  put  his  case  with 
great  force  and  persuasive  power.  It 
was  that  whereas  the  rent  which  the 
middleman  had  to  pay  to  Trinity  College 
had  been  increased  under  the  Act  of 
1851,  the  rents  which  he  received  from 
his  tenants  had  been  reduced  by  the 
operation  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881.  But 
in  what  degree  was  the  position  of  such 
middlemen  worse  than  that  of  any  other 
men  who  had  charged  their  lands  or 
encumbered  them  not  expecting  for  a 
moment  that  the  Land  Act  of  1881 
would  be  introduced.  It  was  the  first 
time  that  in  a  Bill  introduced  for  a 
different  purpose  a  proposal  for  which 
there  was  no  precedent,  namely,  that  of 
interfering     with     the    head-rents     of 
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6uperior  landlords,  was  brought  forward. 
There  had  been  one  attempt  to  deal 
with'  the  position  of  middlemen,  and  it 
was  made  in  the  Land  Act  of  1887. 
The  middleman  who  was  discontented 
with  his  position  could  surrender  his 
interest.  But  that  was  not  all.  The 
very  Act  of  1851,  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  referred,  provided  a  remedy 
for  the  very  purpose  by  giving  power  to 
vary  the  rents  which  the  middleman  paid 
to  Trinity  College  if  it  were  proved  that 
those  rents  were  unjust.  He  knew  the 
noble  Lord  had  not  referred  to  it  on  the 
present  occasion,  but  there  was  some- 
thing at  the  root  of  this  question,  and 
that  was  a  charge  which  had  frequently 
been  made  in  former  arguments  on  this 
subject.  The  charge  was  that  by  some 
means  or  other  Trinity  College  in 
1851  imposed  an  unjust  bargain  upon 
its  tenants,  and  that  ever  since  they  were 
treated  in  a  harsh  way  because  the  Act 
of  Parliament  forced  upon  them  a  system 
which  they  were  unwilling  to  accept, 
which  was  at  the  time  unfair  and  had 
since  become  more  oppressive. 

What  was  the  fact?  The  Act  of 
1851  was  not  introduced  at  the  instance 
of  Trinity  College  at  all,  but  by 
the  Grovernment  of  that  day;  and 
it  was  produced  as  the  result  of  an 
agitation  which  had  been  proceeding  for 
fiome  time  on  the  part  of  the  middlemen 
who  held  leases  under  Trinity  College. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  correspondence, 
and  of  conference  between  Trinity 
College  and  its  lessees,  and  the  subject 
was  thoroughly  threshed  out.  A  private 
Bill  was  introduced  into  Parliament,  and 
a  petition  against  it  was  presented  by  | 
the  tenants  of  Trinity  College.  Every  i 
objection  which  the  middlemen  had  to  | 
the  Bill  were  carefully  gone  into,  and  the  i 
measure  was  modified  in  various  ways  ' 
until  the  tenants  and  middlemen  found 
themselves  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
provisions  that  were  made.  There  was  no 
foundation  whatever .  for  the  suggestion 
that  the  Act  of  1851,  which  fixed  the 
rents  of  Trinity  College,  was  regarded  at 
the  time  as  unjust  by  the  middlemen. 
A  letter  was  written  at  that  time  to 
Trinity  College  by  the  representatives 
of  the  middlemen  signed,  amongst 
others,  by  one  Charles  Clements — one 
who   was  so  ably   represented  in  this 


House  at  the  present  time.  The  letter 
concluded — 

'*Tlie  Board  may  rely  upon  oar  exertions 
to  have  the  several  matters  fully  canietl  out. 
We  beg  again  to  express  oor  tnanks  fur  the 
deliberate  consideration  which  has  been  j^iveii 
by  your  Board  to  every  subject  on  which  we 
have  felt  it  our  duty  to  trouble  you." 

Not  only  were  the  rents  fixed  with  the 
consent  of  the  tenants  but  there  was 
introduced  into  the  Bill  a  clause  for  the 
purpose  of  varying  the  rents  from  time 
to  time  should  they  be  considered  unjust 
at  any  period.  The  principle  upon  which 
the  rents  were  fixed  by  that  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment was  on  the  current  price  of  certain 
commodities,  and  after  ten  years  either 
party  had  the  right  to  apply  to  have 
those  rents  revised  again  on  the  same 
principle  on  which  they  had  been 
originally  fixed.  Could  anything  have 
been  fairer  than  that  ?  The  middlemen 
have  failed  to  take  advantage  of 
that.  It  would  be  much  better  business 
no  doubt  for  them  to  make  a  short  cut 
and  apply  the  practice  of  the  Tithe  Act 
of   1900. 

There  was  not  a  shadow  of  foundation 
for  this  appeal  to  their  Lordships.  If 
the  tenants  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
present  condition  of  things,  two  courses 
were  open  to  them.  They  could  apply 
for  the  revision  of  their  rents  under 
the  Clause  of  the  Act  of  1851,  or  else, 
if  the  case  was  one  of  hardship  on  the 
middleman  and  he  felt  that  he  was 
paying  more  than  he  could  get  from 
his  sub -tenant,  he  could  surrender 
his  holding.  But  it  was  rather  a 
s  rong  thing  to  come  and  appeal  to 
their  Lordships  in  the  middle  of  a 
debate  on  the  Land  Purchase  Bill,  on 
this  old  question  which  had  been  threshed 
out  often  before.  What  was  the  £5,000  a 
year  provided  for  1  It  was  to  be  applied 
in  indemnifying  the  College  against  any 
loss  of  income  arising  from  the  re- 
demption under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts  of  any  superior  interest  owned  by 
them.  It  was  really  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  losses  by  investments,  and 
had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  land- 
lords and  middlemen.  It  was  absurd, 
when  it  had  been  found  necessary  for 
Parliament  to  pay  the  £5,000  a  year 
in  order  to  insure  Trinity  College  from 
loss  by  new  investments,  that  at  this 
stage  of  the  Bill  a  new  system  contrary 
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to  the  contract  that  was  entered  into 
long  ago  should  be  introduced,  which 
might  cut  down  its  income  to  a  much 
greater  extent.  If  these  middlemen 
succeeded  in  their  attempts  they  would 
not  only  obtain  a  reduction  of  rents  by 
a  process  under  the  Tithe  Charge  Act, 
which  had  really  nothing  to  do  with  this 
case  at  all,  but  they  would  also  get  a 
large  slice  of  the  bonus,  o{  which  Trinity 
College  would  receive  not  one  penny. 

The  Earl  of  ROSSE  joined 
in  the  appeal  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  and  expressed  the  hpoe  that 
their  Lordships  would  not  assent  to  the 
Motion  now  before  the  House.  The 
case  of  the  middleman  was  not  one  of 
such  hardship  as  the  noble  Lord,  Earl 
Donoughmore,  would  lead  them  to 
think.  Originally,  the  middleman  had 
no  certain  tenure,  but  only  a  lease 
under  which  he  could  hold  for  twenty 
years.  It  was  the  express  wish  of  the 
middlemen  that  the  Act  of  1851  should 
be  passed,  as  it  gave  them,  for  the  first 
time,  perpetuity  of  tenancy.  Trinity 
College  made  good  use  of  her  funds, 
and  she  had  not  too  much  to  meet  the 
increased  demands  of  education.  He 
asked  their  Lordships  to  reject  the 
Amendment. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  that,  as  he 
had  an  Amendment  upon  the  Paper 
similar  in  character  to  that  now  before 
the  House,  he  should  like  to  associate 
himself  with  all  that  had  been  said  by 
the  Earl  of  Donoughmore  in  his  most 
able  speech.  He  should  like  to  point 
out  to  the  Committee  and  to  the  two 
noble  Lords  who  had  spoken  last,  that 
they  seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  the 
real  crux  of  the  problem  was  that,  so 
long  as  no  variable  rent  was  permitted 
by  Trinity  College,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  the  middlemen  to  sell  to  a 
large  number  of  tenants,  and  that  the 
working  of  the  Bill  would  be  seriously 
impeded.  If  the  middleman  sold  to  the 
tenants,  he  would  have  hardly  anything 
left  to  live  upon,  because  there  would  be 
no  margin.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
there  were  other  types  of  superior 
interests  which  had  not  been  subsidised 
with  £5000  a  year  like  Trinity  College. 
There  were  large  estates  with  superior 
interests  which  would  suffer  seriously 
when  middlemen  and  subtenants  sold, 

Lord  Bathmore, 


and  they  would  receive  a  very  small 
sum  on  their  agricultural  investment. 
Under  the  Act  of  1896,  in  a  great  num- 
ber of  cases,  the  middlemen  found  that 
the  agricultural  rents  were  reduced  aa 
largely  that  there  was  no  margin  ol 
profit,  and  they  were  boimd  to  sur- 
render to  the  superior  interests,  and  the 
superior  interest  came  in  and  found 
that  all  the  value  of  his  interest  had 
gone.  Trinity  College  had  suffered 
in  the  same  way,  as  a  great  number 
of  other  superior  landlords  must 
suffer  under  the  present  Bill  and 
the  Act  of  1881,  but  they  were 
very  well  safeguarded  by  the  £5,000 
placed  at  their  disposal.  He  thought 
they  might  fairly  meet  their  middlemen 
in  the  way  suggested  by  the  Earl  of 
Donoughmore.  Variable  rents  had  be- 
come to  be  very  well  known  in  Ireland 
now,  and  no  doubt  the  great  and  highly- 
honoured  institution  of  Trinity  College 
should  be  safeguarded'as  much  as  possible,, 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  they 
were  in  the  same  position  of  others  who 
held  superior  interests. 

*Thb  Earl  of  BELMORE  said  he 
wished  to  say  a  few  words  on  behalf  of 
some  of  the  tenants  of  Trinity  College. 
About  twenty-five  years  ago  he  happened 
to  be  the  chairman  of  the  Dublia 
University  Commission,  and  then  had 
I  an  opportunity  of  a  certaining  the  state 
of  their  finances.  He  agreed  that  the 
case  of  the  tenants  of  Trinity  College 
was  a  very  hard  one,  and  Lord  Eath- 
more's  statement  of  the  case  did 
not  agree  with  his  own  information. 
He  was  informed  that  in  the  old  times,, 
before  the  Act  of  1851,  the  tenants  of 
Trinity  College  held  in  much  the  same 
way  as  some  of  them  were  tenants  of  t  he 
Bishops.  They  paid  a  heavy  rent  for 
their  leases  and,  at  the  same  time,  a 
considerable  fine  every  year  for  the 
I  renewal  of  the  lease.  He  was  also  told 
that  prior  to  that  time  the  fines  paid  by 
the  tenants  of  Trinity  College  were 
earmarked  for  a  particular  purpose  in 
that  College.  For  instance  certain 
portions  of  the  fines  went  to  pay  the 
salaries  of  the  Provost  and  of  some 
other  great  officers  in  the  College.  That 
was  found  in  the  College  to  be  a  very 
inconvenient  plan,  because,  although  they 
could  enforce  the  rent,  they  could  not 
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enforce  the  fines  if  the  tenant  was  pre- 
pared to  risk  the  loss  of  the  renewal  of 
his  lease,  and  therefore  it  was  to 
the  interests  of  both  parties  to  put  an 
end  to  that  state  of  things.  An  addition 
was  made  to  the  rents  of  about  20  per 
cent,  which  was  payable  by  the  tenants 
and  was  subject  to  a  variation  every 
t^i  years.  Unfortunately  for  the 
tenants,  but  fortunately  for  the  College 
the  prices  of  the  day  happened  to  be 
very  low,  compared  with  later  on.  When 
the  tenants  came  to  vary  their  rents, 
they  always  got  a  rise.  Then  came  the 
Land  Act  of  1881,  and  since  that  was 
passed,  there  was  a  fall  in  prices  for 
five  years.  It  was  then  found  by  the 
Fry  Commission,  and  he  though  tby  the 
Cowper  Commission,  that  the  prices  of 
com  and  other  things  on  which  the 
variation  depended  hs^  not  materially 
altered  in  the  last  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years,  and  therefore  for  the  tenants  to 
come  and  claim  revision  would  be 
useless,  because  they  might  get  a  further 
rise.  He  thought  their  case  wslp  a 
very  hnrd  one.  He  agreed,  however, 
with  his  noble  fiiend  Lord  Eathmore 
it  would  be  very  difficult  for  their 
Lordships  to  accept  the  clause  as  it 
stood,  because  Trinity  College  would 
have  a  right  to  be  heard  before  any- 
thing was  done.  He  thought  the 
case  was  not  on  all  fours  with  what  had 
been  quoted  with  regard  to  the  tithe 
rent-charge.  It  occurred  to  him  when 
he  was  first  asked  to  bring  up  this  ques- 
tion that  if  the  Government  would  con- 
sent, something  might  be  Hone  in  the  way 
of  bringing  in  an  additional  bonus  to  the 
tenants  of  Trinity  College  if  they  sold.  Of 
course  it  would  be  quite  out  of  place  for 
him  to  move  anything  of  the  sort,  but  if 
the  (lovemment  could  see  their  way 
to  do  something  like  that,  they  might 
facilitate  some  sales.  Unless  something 
of  that  sort  were  done  he  did  not  think 
they  would  find  any  middleman  would  be 
able  to  sell  his  land  at  the  present  time. 

Lord  ASHBOURNE  said  that  what 
Tx>rd  Belmore  bad  said  had  a  sound  of 
reasonableness  and  common  justice. 
Would  it  not  be  perfectly  monstrous 
when  this  great  Bill  had  come  to  this 
House  teeming  with  important  issues,  to 
spring  into  the  middle  of  a  section  a 
brand  new  system  of    fair-rent  legisla- 


tion. It  would  be  unreasonable  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  proposal  without  notice  to 
Trinity  College  that  their  interests  were 
to  be  gravely  imperilled.  Every  farthing 
which  reached  the  pocket  of  tnat  great 
institution  had  to  be  applied  to  necessary 
outgoings  for  the  great  cause  of  education, 
and  they  had  no  margin  to  go  upon.  The 
noble  Lord  himself  h^  descended  from  a 
provost  of  Trinity  College.  Thei-e  was 
not  a  shadow  of  foundation  for  his  case 
when  looked  at  fairly  and  reasonably. 
Trinity  College  had  considerable  landed  • 
estates,  and  it  being  a  big  seat  of  learning 
it  was  quite  impossible  for  it  to  work 
those  estates,  and  therefore  they  were 
let  out  to  a  series  of  wealthy  leading 
Irish  gentlemen,  some  of  them  Peers. 
Those  gentlemen,  for  their  own  purposes, 
let  the  estates  at  very  considerable 
profit,  and  in  more  than  one  case 
there  were  a  series  of  sub-lettings  and  ot 
perpetuities,  and  they  had  never  heard 
the  large  amounts  which  the  middlemen 
of  rank  and  position  gained  by  such 
lettings.  That  position  existed  until 
1851,  when  the  tenants  joined  together 
and  asked  for  something  like  a  security 
of  tenure  in  order  that  they  could  im- 
prove and  occupy  their  own  holdings. 
Trinity  College,  when  the  Government 
approached  them,  met  them  in  such  a 
fair  spirit  as  to  the  fixing  of  the  prices  of 
commodities  which  were  to  measure  the 
rents  in  the  future  that  the  tenants 
actually  signed  a  letter  of  acknowledg- 
ment thanking  the  Board  of  the  College 
for  the  consideration  with  which  they 
had  met  every  one  of  their  claims.  They 
were  given  under  the  Act  of  1851  a 
fixity  of  tenure.  The  rents  of  the 
middlemen  have  sometimes  gone  up- 
wards and  sometimes  downwards,  but  at 
any  rate  until  1881  they  had  a  chance  of 
reaping  a  very  substantial  profit,  of  which 
they  were  not  slow  to  avail  themselves. 
The  middlemen  had  the  power  to  sell  and 
to  get  part  of  the  bonus  but  Trinity 
College  would  get  none  of  it.  Were  the 
middlemen  by  an  effort  hke  this  to  step 
in  almost  on  the  last  day  when  the  Bill 
was  under  consideration  and  sweep  away 
thousands  a  year  from  the  rent  of  the 
College.  It  would  be  both  unreasonable 
and  unfair  for  the  Government  to 
countenance  such  a  proposal,  j 
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♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
he  quite  realised  the  force  of  a  good  deal 
that  had  been  said  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord,  but  the  point  still  re- 
mained that  sale  for  10,000 
tenants  in  Ireland  was  practically  im- 
possible. The  noble  Lord  had  said 
that  the  middlemen  were  rich  men.  No 
doubt  they  were  in  1851,  but  he  thought 
he   could  fairly  claim  that  the  figures 

•  which  he  had  quoted,  and  which  the 
learned  Lord  entirely  ignored,  showed  an 

*  enormous  decrease  in  their  incomes  from 
tiiese  resources  and  that  practically  there 
was  now  no  margin.  He  did  not  wish 
to  press-  the  Amendment,  but  he  wished 
that  something  could  have  been  done  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  for  it  was  a  great 
pity  that  those  10,000  tenants  should 
be  cut  out  of  the  operation  of  the  Bill 
by  the  operation  of  circumstances  over 
which  they  had  no  control.  Could  not 
something  be  done  towards  giving  the 
middlemen  a  double  bonus,  because  the 
bonus  was  about  all  they  would  get. 
Me  did  not  wish  to  put  the  Committee 
to  the  trouble  of  a  division. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  38,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

House  resumed;  and  to  be  again 
m  Committee  to-morrow :  The  Com- 
mittee to  have  precedence  of  the  other 
Notices  and  Orders  of  the  Day. 

COUNTY  COURTS  JURISDICTION 
EXTENSION  BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

POOR  LAW  (DISSOLUTION  OF  SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS  AND  ADJUSTMENTS)  BILL. 

House  in  Conmiittee  (according  to 
order);  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

AIARINE  STORE  DEALERS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order) ;  a  further  Amendment  made,  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 

LONDON  TRAFFIC. 
The  Earl  of  MORLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask 
His  Majesty's  Government  whether  the 


Royal  Commissioners  on  the  Traffic  of 
London  are  likely  to  present  any  Report 
before  proceedings  have  to  be  taken  for 
the  promotion  of  Bills  to  be  introduced 
next  session. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHmE :  My 
Lords,  I  have  ascertained  that  it 
is  not  likely  that  the  Royal  Com- 
missioners on  the  Traffic  of  London 
will  present  any  Report  before  proceedings 
have  been  taken  for  the  promotion  of  Bills 
to  be  introduced  next  session.  I  think 
it  is  extremely  desirable  that  this  fact 
should  be  known  in  order  that  it  should 
be  brought  to  the  notice  of  intending 
promoters  of  new  schemes,  as  it  is 
extremely  improbable  that  any  new 
schemes  would  be  allowed  to  go  on  until 
the  Commissioners  have  reported. 

The  earl  of  MORLEY  :  I  am  veiy 
much  obliged  to  the  noble  Duke  for  his 
answer,  which  is  what  I  anticipated.  My 
sole  object  in  asking  the  Question  was  to 
wprn  promoters  that  it  was  impossible  for 
Paiiiament  to  consider  any  new  schemes 
for  new  tubes  or  large  railway  extensions 
through  London,  until  the  Commissioners 
have  reported.  I  do  not,  of  course,  refer  to 
measures  dealing  with  existing  lines, 
alterations  of  capital,  purchases  of  small 
portions  of  land  or  matters  of  that  kind. 
I  was  anxious  to  give  this  notice  as 
publicly  as  I  could,  and  I  am  much 
obliged  to  the  noble  Duke  for  supporting 
me  in  doing  so  in  order  that  the  pro- 
moters may  be  saved  the  considerable 
trouble  and  large  expense  of  introducing 
Bills  and  giving  notices. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past 
Twelve  o'clock  a.m.  till  to- 
morrow, half-past  Ten  o'clock 
a.m. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Thursday,  ^th  August,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UXOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

Gateshead  Corporation  Bill ;  Stroud 
and  District  Tramways  Bill.  Lords 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 
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Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] 
<Kmg'8  Consent  signified).  Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Liverpool  University  Bill  [Lords]; 
South  Staffordshire  Tramways  BUI 
[Lords].  Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  Amendments. 

Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  [Lords].  Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  without  Amend- 
ment. 


PETITIONS. 

SHOPS  (EARLY  CLOSING)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Lanark,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

L.ICENSING  LAW  (COMPENSATION  FOK 
NON-RENEWAL)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Lower  Wortley  against ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


PUBLIC  RECORDS  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Thirty-fifth  Report 
of  the  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Public 
Records  and  Keeper  of  the  State  Papers 
in  Ireland  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

INTERNATIONAL  MERCANTILE 
MARINE  COMPANY  AND  OTHERS 
(AGREEMENT). 

Copy  presented,  of  an  Agreement, 
dated  Ist  August,  1903,  between  the 
Admiralty  and  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
the  International  Mercantile  Marine 
Company  and  other  Companies  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS  (GENERAL 
REPORT). 

Copy  presented,  of  General  Report  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  upon  the  accidents 
that  have  occurred  on  the  Railways  of 
the  United  Kingdom  during  the  year 
1902  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SEA    FISHERIES    (ENGLAND   AND 
WALES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Seventeenth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Inspectors  for  1902  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALMON  AND  FRESHWATER 
FISHERIES   (ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Forty-second 
Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Fisheiies  (England  and  Wales)  for  1902 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

NAVIGABLE     INLAND     WATERWAYS 
(COMMERCIAL,  No.  7,   1903). 

Copy  presented,  of  Reports  from  His 
Majesty's  representatives  on  Navigable 
Inland  Waterways  in  Austria-Hungary, 
Belgium,  France,  Germany,  and  the 
Netherlands  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  PRICES. 

Copy  ordered,  **  of  Report  on  Whole- 
sale and  Retail  Prices  in  the  United 
Kingdom  in  1902,  with  Comparative 
Statistical  Tables  for  a  series  of  years." — 
{Mr.  Gerald  Bdfov/r,) 

TRADE  (BRITISH  COLONIES  WITH 
FOREIGN  COUNTRIES). 

Return  ordered,  "showing  for  1901 
the  imports  from  foreign  countries  into 
British  India,  the  self-governing  colonies, 
and  the  following  Crown  colonies: 
Straits  Settlements,  Ceylon,  Mauritius, 
Jamaica,  Barbados,  and  Trinidad,  dis- 
tinguishing (a)  imports  of  food  and 
drink,  raw  materials,  and  manufactured 
articles;  and  (b)  principal  articles." — 
{Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.) 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED   WITH  THE    VOTES. 

Landing-Place  at  White  Port,  Longhross 
Point,  DonegaL 
Mr.  SWIFT  M  ACNEILL  (Donegal.  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  directed  to  the  fact 
that  on  the  22nd  ultimo  a  salmon  boat, 
manned  by  a  crew  of  six  men,  could 
not  land  at  White  Port,  Loughross 
Point,  County  Donegal,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  a  landing-place  or  pier,  but 
was  driven,  with  danger  to  the  lives  of 
the  crew,  by  the  force  of  the  tide  to 
Innishaynop,  an  island  three  miles  from 
the  coast ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  work 
of  the  completion  of  a  boat-slip  or  pier 
at  White  Port,  which  has  been  sus- 
pended by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  will,  having  regard  to  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  be  immediately  resumed. 
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(Answered  by  Mr.  fFyndham,)  The 
work  in  progress  at  White  Port  was 
suspended  merely  to  test  its  character. 
When  this  has  been  sufficiently  ascer- 
tained the  work  will  be  resumed. 
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Cost  of  Moseams  and  Galleries  in  London. 
Mr.  ALFRED  DA  VIES  (Carmarthen 
Boroughs):  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  if  he  will  state  the  total 
cost  for  the  last  financial  year  of  the 
museums  and  galleries,  respectively, 
situated  in  London. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Ritchie.)  The  gross 
sums  voted  in  Class  IV.  of  the  Civil 
Service  Estimates,  1902-3,  for  these 
services  were  (exclusive  of  items  merged 
in  more  general  sub- heads  and  not 
separable)~Victoria  and  Albert  Museum 
and  Bethnal  Green  Museum,  £G6,994 ; 
Geological  xMuseum,  £3,558;  British 
Museum,  £128,729;  Natural  History 
Museum,  £49,051;  National  Gallery, 
£18,600:  National  Portrait  Gallery, 
£5,541 ;  Wallace  Collection,  £9,066. 

Concession  for  Collection  of  Eubber  in 
Uganda. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge 
University) :  To  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether,  in  granting  a  concession  in 
Uganda  to  an  Italian  firm  for  the 
collection  of  rubber  (Africa,  No.  9, 
1903,  page  5),  precautions  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  the  industry  from 
degenerating,  as  Jias  been  the  case 
elsewhere,  into  a  system  of  slavery; 
whether  he  will  state  the  conditions  (if 
any)  for  the  protection  of  native 
labourers  inserted  in  such  concessions  ; 
whether  the  concession  granted  to  the 
Italian  company,  and  the  form  of  such 
concessions  to  be  granted  in  future,  can 
be  published  as  a  Parliamentary  Paper. 

(Answered  by  Lord  Cranbome.)  The 
text  of  the  concession  has  not  yet 
reached  the  Foreign  Office.  The  con- 
cession is,  of  course,  held  subject  to  the 
Native  Labour  Regulations  (Queen's 
Regulations.  No.  8,  of  1900,  Native 
Labour),  the  provisions  of  which  are 
very  detailed ;  and  to  the  Rubber  Rules 
under  the  Forestry  Ordinance,  1903. 
All  these  rules  and  regulations  are 
protected   by  a    penal    clause.    Copies 


of  them  are  in  the  library.  Lastly,  it  is 
laid  down  that,  in  working  the  conces- 
sion, European  supervision  is  to  be 
provided. 


Scottish  Board  of  Manti£actnres  Com- 
mittee—Publication of  Keport. 

Lord  B  A  L  C  A  R  R  E  S  (Lancashire, 
Chorley) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  when  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  has  inquired  into  the 
constitution  and  management  of  the 
Scottish  Board  of  Manufactures,  is 
likely  to  be  issued. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.} 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  is  now- 
complete,  and  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  in  the 
course  of  the  next  day  or  two.  I 
cannot  at  present  come  under  any 
obligation  as  to  the  publication  of  the 
Report,  but  that  matter  will  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
when  it  is  in  his  hands. 

Clerks  in  Irish  Amcnltoral  Department 
—Equal  Treatment. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow,. 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
there  are  two  sets  of  clerks  in  the 
Agricultural  Department,  Dublin,  who 
are  identical  as  regards  length  of 
service,  nature  of  duties,  and  record  of 
conduct;  that  one  set  receive  £120^  a 
year,  whilst  the  others,  after  service  "of 
eight  to  eleven  years,  receive  considerably 
less  than  £100  per  annum;  and,  if  so,, 
whether  he  will  make  inquiries  into  thi» 
matter,  with  a  view  to  have  both  sets  of 
clerks  placed  on  the  same  footing. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  JVyndham.)  I  would 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my  replies  to- 
the  similar  Questions  addressed  to  me  hj 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Louth  on  the  28th  May,  17th  June^ 
and  7th  July.t 

BelflEkst  Telegraph  Department—Ke- 
instatement  of  Clerk  Guilty  of  Stabbing. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  he  can 
explain  under  what  circumstance  a  clerk 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxiii.,  110  and  1162.  cxxiv. 
1524. 
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was  reinstated  in  the  Telegraph  Depart 
ment,  Belfast,  after  having  pleaded 
guilty  to  stabbing  a  man  with  a  dagger, 
on  13th  July,  last. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
When  the  case  came  on  at  the  assizes 
the  Crown  entered  a  nolle  prosequi,  and, 
as  the  sorting  clerk  and  telegraphist  bore 
a  good  character,  it  was  not  considered 
necessary  to  prevent  him  from  resuming 
duty. 

Overtime  in  Glasgow  Post  Office. 
Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  he  can 
now  state  the  cause  of  the  amount  of 
overtime  performed  in  the  Glasgow 
Post  OflBce;  and  why  the  postmaster 
at  that  office  is  only  now  preparing  his 
schedule  of  revision  for  the  indoor 
staff. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  causes  of  the  overtime  in  the 
Glasgow  office  are  growth  of  work  and 
occasional  pressure  of  work  which 
cannot  be  foreseen.  The  revision  now 
under  consideration  is  designed  to 
provide  for  the  overtime  due  to 
growth  of  work,  but  there  will  still 
be  occasions  when  overtime  will  be 
necessary.  The  postmaster  forwarded 
his  proposals  in  due  course.  There  was 
no  case  for  a  revision  last  year. 

Glasgow  Post  Office. 
Mp.    JAMES    O'CONNOR:    To   ask 
the  Postmaster  General  whether    he  is 
aware  that  there  are  a  number  of  half  i 
time  learners  employed  at  Glasgow  who  i 
are  capable  of  taking  up  sorting  duties ;  > 
and,    if    so,    whether   with   a   view   to 
minimising    the    amount    of    overtime 
performed  in  the  postal  branch  of  that 
office,   he   will    give    instructions    that 
these  officers  be  put  on  full-time  duties, 
and  that  they  be  paid  the  standard  rate 
of  wages  recommended  by  the  Tweed- 
mouth  Committee. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
A  number  of  qualified  learners  aie 
being  employed  as  temporary  sorting 
clerks  and  telegraphists  with  a  view 
to  reducmg  the  amount  of  overtime. 
They  are  paid  at  the  minimum  of  the 
scale  for  established  appointments  of 
the  same  kind. 


Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  he  will  state  how 
many  sorting  clerks  and  telegraphists  are 
at  present  employed  in  the  Glasgow 
Post  Office  who  are  not  in  receipt  of  the 
standard  rate  of  wages— viz.,  18s.  a  week 
when  nineteen  years  of  age,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Tweed  mouth  Committee ; 
and  whether  seeing  that  these  officials, 
though  qualified  in  the  telegraph  school, 
were  kept  at  a  reduced  wage  owing  to 
the  Department  not  being  able  to  provide 
for  them  in  the  instrument  room  at 
Glasgow,  he  will  give  instructions  that 
the  officers  affected  be  now  paid  the  full 
rate  of  wages,  together  with  back  money 
from  the  time  they  reached  the  age  of 
nineteen,  and  state  what  were  the  ex- 
ceptional circumstances  stated  in  the 
Glasgow  postmaster's  reply  to  a  petition 
submitted  by  a  number  of  sorting  clerks 
and  telegraphists  upon  which  certain 
officers  were  paid  back  money  although 
they  are  not  even  yet  qualified  officers. 

(Ansu^ered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  have  at  present  no  information  on 
this  subject,  but  I  am  making  inquiry. 

Scarcity  of  Raw  Cotton  in  Lancashire. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  can  explain  how  it  is  that 
there  is  a  famine  this  season  of  raw 
cotton  in  Lancashire,  seeing  that  at  the 
same  time  no  scarcity  exists  on  the 
Continent,  where  full  time  is  being 
worked  ;  and  whether  he  can  state  when 
the  Government  Papers  upon  foreign 
legislation  to  prevent  gambling  in  options 
and  futures  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House. 

(Arumered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  I 
have  no  official  information  which  would 
enabl  ^  me  to  reply  to  the  first  part  of 
the  Question.  The  Papers  referred  to 
in  the  last  part  of  the  Question  will  be 
issued  as  early  as  possible,  but  I  cannot 
name  a  day. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  American 
cotton  is  being  re-shipped  from  Liver- 
pool to  New  York,  thus  decreasing  the 
supply  in  Lancashire,  and  consequently 
increasing  the  price  famine  in  England^ 
and  to  the  effect  on  the  price  of  cotton 
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of  the  systein  of  future  options ;  and,  if 
80,  whether  he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  matter. 

(Anstmed  by  Mr,  Gerald  Balfour.)  The 
information  in  the  possession  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  does  not  indicate  any 
recent  increase  in  the  re-export  of  cotton 
from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  United 
States.  The  total  amount  so  reexported 
in  the  first  seven  months  of  the  present 
year  was  400,000  cwts ,  compared  with 
459,000  cwts.  in  the  corresponding  period 
of  the  previous  year.  During  June  and 
July  the  quantities  were  72,000  and 
70,000  cwts.  respectively.  The  quantity 
of  American  cotton  re-exported  to 
America  from  Liverpool  in  July  was 
About  61,000  cwts.  As  at  present 
advised,  I  do  not  see  any  object  in 
having  an  inquiry. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act. 
f  Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield. 
Central):  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  why  no  action  has  been 
taken  upon  the  unanimous  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Select  Committee  on  Mer- 
chandise Marks  of  1897  that  the  words 
"  made  abroad  "  should  be  substituted  for 
the  specification  of  the  country  of  origin 
upon  goods  marked  in  accordance  with 
Section  16  of  the  Act  of  1887  ;  and, 
having  regard  to  the  declaration  by  the 
Committee  that  the  specific  declaration 
of  country  operates  as  an  advertisement 
of  the  merchandise  and  products  of 
foreign  countries,  and  to  the  loss  and 
discouragement  of  British  business 
enterprise,  if  he  will  undertake  to  deal 
with  the  matter  next  session. 


the  registration  of  births,  deaths,  and 
maiTiages  in  England  and  Wales,  and 
the  relative  proportion  of  such  cost  paid 
out  of  the  rates  levied  for  reUef  of  tho 
poor  and  from  Imperial  sources. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  Dur- 
ing the  year  ended  Lady  Day,  1902, 
boards  of  guardians  expended  the 
sum  of  £98,343  in  respect  of  the  regis- 
tration of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages. 
Towards  this  expenditure  guardians 
received  during  the  year  from  Imperial 
sources,  through  the  Councils  of  Counties 
and  County  Boroughs,  the  sum  of  £9,254 
in  respect  of  the  remuneration  of  regis- 
trars of  births  and  deaths.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  expenditure  would  fall 
on  the  rates.  These  figures,  of  course,  do 
not  take  into  account  the  cost  of  the 
Registrar-General's  Department. 

Public  Buildings  in  London—Dates  of 
Completion. 

Sir  CHARLES  McLAREN  (Leicester- 
shire, Bos  worth)  :  To  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Derbyshire,  as  representing 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
if  he  will  state  the  nature  and  objects  of 
the  works  going  on  at  the  Palace  end  of 
the  lake  in  St  James's  Park,  and  also 
the  contract  dates  on  which  the  new 
War  Office  buildings,  the  building  in 
Parliament  Square,  and  the  Victoria 
and  Albert  Museum  are  to  be  completed ; 
and  whether  he  has  any  official  reports 
showing  that  the  contractors  are  making 
due  progress  with  the  works  in  each 
case. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  If 
my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  is  prepared 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Select  Commit- 
tee on  Merchandise  Marks,  1897,  it  will 
receive  careful  consideration  from  the 
-Government  It  is,  however,  by  no 
means  clear  that  that  recommendation 
could  be  carried  out  consistently  with 
existing  treaty  stipulations. 

i)ost  of  Eegistration  of  Births,  Deaths  and 
Marriages  in  England  and  Wales. 
MR.J  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Gh- 
moi^anshire,  Rhondda) :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  he  can  state  the  total  cost  of 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish) 
The  works  being  carried  out  at  the 
Palace  end  of  the  lake  in  St.  James's 
Park  are  the  building  of  a  retaining 
wall  in  connection  with  the  scheme  of 
laying  out  the  ground  in  front  of  the 
Palace  for  the  Queen  Victoria  Memorial, 
as  shown  on  the  plan  now  being  ex- 
hibited in  the  Tea  Room  at  the  House 
of  Commons.  These  works  will  be  com- 
pleted by  the  end  of  October.  For  a 
reply  to  the  remainder  of  the  Question, 
attention  is  invited  to  the  answer 
circulated  with  the  Votes  of  the  25th  of 
June  last,  in  reply  to  a  similar  inquiry 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Rushdiffe 
Division,  t 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cixiv.,  546. 
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ImproTed  Landinff-Stage  at  Cooscromn, 
County  Kerry. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.):  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  will  carry  out  the 
necessary  improvements  at  Cooscroum, 
County  Kerry,  in  order  that  the  fisher- 
men may  be  enabled  to  haul  up  their 
boats  with  safety  during  the  approaching 
autumn  fishing  season. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham,)  The  pro- 
posal will  be  considered  by  the  Board  at 
its  next  meeting  on  the  lOth  September. 

Extension  of  Boat-Slip  at  Glen,  Co.  Kerry* 
Mr.  BOLAND:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  can  state  why  the  ex- 
tension of  the  boat  slip  at  Glen,  County 
Kerry,  is  not  being  proceeded  with  ; 
whether  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
will  construct  a  breakwater  at  the  outer 
end ;  and  whether,  with  a  view  to  re- 
ducing the  gradient  on  the  present  slip, 
the  Board  will  imbed  iron  rails  between 
every  two  of  the  old  rails. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham)  I  am 
informed  that  work  on  the  boat-slip  has 
been  commenced.  The  Board  has  not 
yet  considered  the  representations  which 
it  recently  received  in  respect  to  the 
other  works  mentioned. 

Heath  County  Council  —  Suspension  of 
Bate  Collector. 

Mr.  KENNEDY  (Westmeath,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
now  state  if  he  will  request  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  reconsider  its 
decision  to  remove  the  suspension  of  the 
rate  collector  suspended  by  the  Meath 
County  Council. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham,)  The 
County  Council,  early  this  year,  sus- 
pended Mr.  Coonan  from  the  office  of 
rate  collector  for  not  complying  with 
the  Board's  regulation  requiring  him  to 
attend  before  the  Secretary  of  the 
Council  once  every  fortnight  with  his 
accounts.  Mr.  Coonan  did  not  deny 
that  he  had  been  irregular  in  attending 
with   his  books,   but   he  pleaded   that 


owing  to  the  size  and  shape  of  his 
district  he  had  found  it  difficult  to 
attend  every  fortnight.  The  Board  did 
not  consider  this  explanation  could  be 
accepted  as  satisfactory ;  but  inasmuch 
as  he  had  a  good  record  for  thirteen 
year^,  and  the  present  was  the  first 
offence  on  his  p^rt  reported  to  the  Boards 
and  as  he  had  moreover  lodged  the  full 
amount  of  his  warrants  within  the 
prescribed  time,  the  Board  did  not  feel 
it  could  adopt  the  extreme  step  of 
depriving  him  of  his  position  on  the 
present  occasion.  It  is  the  invariable 
practice  of  the  Board  to  give  a  warning 
to  every  good  officer  of  long  service 
before  dismissing  him  for  a  technical 
irregularity.  Mr.  Coonan  gave  ao 
undertaking  to  observe  the  regulations 
strictly  in  future.  If  he  should  fail  to 
comply  with  the  undertaking  hereafter 
more  serious  notice  will  be  taken  of 
his  conduct. 

Armagh  Bnral  District  Council. 
Mr.  SLOAN:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
medical  officer  of  health  has  on  several 
occasions  reported  to  the  Armagh  Rural 
District  Council  that  a  nuisance  exists 
in  their  area;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
the  District  GouncU  has  not  taken  any 
action,  he  will  instruct  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  make  inquiries 
in  the  matter* 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
Question  has  been  referred  to  the  District 
Council  for  its  observations. 

Disturbance   at  Beligious    Meeting    at 
Clifden,  County  Galway. 

Mr.  SLOAN:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  atttention  has  been 
called  to  an  attack  upon  two  gentlemen 
preaching  in  the  market  -  square  at 
Clifden,  County  Galway,  on  the  25tb 
July  last;  and,  if  so,  in  view  of  the 
police  being  present,  can  he  state  how 
many  arrests  were  made. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham,)  I  have 
received  to-day  a  report  on  the  occur- 
rence referred  to.  No  arrests  were 
made  on  the  occasion.  The  matter  is 
now  engaging  the  consideration  of  the 
Government. 
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Water  Supply  for  Troops  at  Gosport. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire, 
Fareham)  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Gosport  ^water  supply  has  been 
condemned  as  unfit  for  domestic  use; 
and  whether  he  will  state  what  steps 
are  being  taken  to  sQCure  a  proper 
water  supply  for  the  use  of  His 
Majesty's  troops  stationed  in  the 
district. 

(Jnsfvered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodiick,) 
The  War  Department  as  well  as  the 
Admiralty  have  been  lor  some  time  past 
endeavouring  to  secure  an  improvement 
in  the  water  supply  in  question.  The 
urban  district  council  have  now  ap- 
pointed a  special  committee  to  consider 
the  matter,  and  an  officer  of  the  Army 
Medical  Department  is  making  special 
investigations. 

Military  Works  Bill  Mounted  InflEmtry 
Barracks. 

Sib  ELLIOTT  LEES  (Birkenhead): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
whether  barracks  for  the  mounted 
infantry  will  be  erected  under  the 
powers  of  the  Military  Works  Bill  ; 
and  whether  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
enrol  and  train  together  any  permanent 
iorce  of  mounted  infantry. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick,) 
Provision  is  made  in  the  Military  Works 
Bill  for  barracks  for  mounted  infantry 
nt  various  training  centres,  but  it  is  not 
intended  to  enlist  men  specially  for 
mounted  infantry  or  form  a  permanent 
iorce  of  that  description. 

Volunteer  Beffolations—Eztra  Drills 
in  fieu  of  Gamp. 

Mr.  ASHER  (Elgin  Burghs) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  if  he  will 
state  what  number  of  drills  a  Volunteer, 
who  has  not  attended  camp,  is  required 
to  perform  in  order  to  be  efficient,  when 
the  corps  to  which  he  belongs  has 
Attended  camp  ;  and  does  the  fact  that 
the  corps,  to  which  the  Volunteer  belongs, 
attends  camp  render  it  unnecessary  for 
him,  though  not  personally  attending 
camp,  to  perform  the  extra  drill!  in  order 
to  be  efficient. 


{Answeied  by  Mr,  Seaelary  BrodricJc) 
Additional  drQls  for  non-attendance  at 
camp  are  not  required  from  individual 
Volunteers  who  do  not  attend  camp  in  a 
year  in  which  their  unit  does  so  attend. 
The  number  of  drills  required  is  as  follow : 
— Artillery,  Engineers  (other  than  Sub- 
marine Miners  and  Electrical  Engineers), 
and  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps — 
Recruits,  forty-five  attendances  of  not 
less  than  one  hour  each.  Trained  men» 
fifteen  attendances  of  not  less  than  one 
hour  each.  Infantry,  Recruits,  forty 
attendances  of  not  less  than  one  hour 
each.  Trained  men,  ten  attendances  of 
not  less  than  one  hour  each. 

Volunteer      Manoeuvres  —  Interference 
with  Traffic  on  Public  Boads. 

Mr.  COMPTON  RICKETT  (Scar- 
borough) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  an  officer  of  a 
Volunteer  Cyclist  Corps  has  claimed 
authority  to  stop  traffic  on  a  public  road, 
and  to  the  fact  that  a  body  of  Volunteers 
suddenly  broke  cover  and  fired  blank 
cartridge  in  front  of  a  private  carriage ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  state  whether  such 
practices  are  permissible,  whether  notice 
can  be  given  to  the  general  public  of  the 
intention  to  occupy  a  high  road  for 
exercises  involving  such  incidents. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick,) 
No  information  has  reached  the  W^ar 
Office  concerning  either  of  the  incidents 
mentioned.  The  regulations  for  com- 
bined training,  1903,  forbid  firing  on  a 
public  road  unless  it  is  unoccupied  and 
no  horses  or  carriages  are  near,  when  a 
single  shot  may  be  fired  to  mark  the 
position. 

War  Office  Purchases  of  Saddlery,   etc. 
firom  Foreign  Merchants. 

Mr.  RUNCIM an  (Dewsbury) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
amount  was  paid  to  foreign  merchants  or 
producers  in  the  years  1900,  1901,  and 
1902  respectively  for  saddlery,  including 
blankets  and  numnahs. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick,) 
The  value  of  contracts  made  for  harness, 
saddlery,  including  blankets,  numnahs, 
nose  bags,  etc.,  by  the  War  Office,  either 
with    contractors    outside    the    United 
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Kinedom  or  with  contractors  or  agents  in 
the  United  Kingdom  who  obtained  the 
articles  from  abroad,  was  as  follows : — 
1899-1900,  £78.939  ;  1900-1,  £133,118 ; 
1901-2,  £2,684 ;  1902-3,  NU. 

Home  Service  for  16th  Lancers. 
Mk,  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  why  the  19th  Hussars  were  ordered 
home  instead  of  the  16th  Lancers,  seeing 
that  the  16th  Lancers  left  England  in 
1890  and  the  19th  Hussars  in  1891. 

(Ansvoered  hy  Mr,  Secretary  Brodi-ick.) 
The  introduction  of  the  Cavalry  scheme 
of  reorganisation  in  1897  necessitated 
certain  adjustments  of  the  roster,  and 
the  alteration  alluded  to  was  settled  at 
that  date. 

Importation  of  Wood  Palp. 
Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  value  of 
wood  pulp  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom  for  paper  makers  last  year  was, 
in  round  numbers,  £250,000  from 
Canada  as  against  £2,000,000  from  Nor 
way  and  Sweden ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  proposes  in  his  fiscail  policy  a  duty  on 
the  £2,000,000  worth  of  Scandinavian 
wood  pulp,  and  whether  wood  pulp  will  be 
treated  as  a  manufactured  or  raw  ma- 
terial. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
I  am  aware  that  the  figures  are  roughly 
as  stated  in  the  Question.  In  answer  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  Question  I  have  to 
say  that  I  have  not  made  any  proposal 
with  regard  to  wood  pulp. 

Importation  of  Paper. 
SiE  JOHN  LENG  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
he  has  considered  the  extent  to  which 
the  British  public  are  indebted  lor  their 
cheap  newspapers  and  literature  to  the 
use  by  British  printers  and  publishers  of 
£2,00i0,000  worth  of  paper  manufactured 
in  European  countries  and  the  United 
States;  and  whether  he  proposes  to 
raise  the  price  of  that  paper  by  the 
imposition  of  an  import  duty. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Secretary  Chamher- 
lain) :  I  do  not  think  that   the   British 


public  owe  cheap  literature  entirely  or 
mainly  to  the  importation  of  foreign 
materials,  but  I  have  made  no  proposal 
to  tax  them. 

Distribution  of  Dntcli  Gifts  to  the  Boers. 
Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  the  Transvaal 
Government  is  now  prepared  to  a£ford 
facilities  to  Mrs.  Eoopmans  de  Wet  to 
send  up  to  the  Transvaal  the  goods  still 
remaining  of  the  free  gifts  from  Holland 
to  the  Boers,  which  have  been  entrusted 
to  her,  on  the  understanding  that  she  or 
her  agents  will  be  allowed  to  distribute 
them. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Chamber- 
lain.) Railway  and  Customs  facilities 
were  offered  some  months  ago,  and  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  obstacle  to  the  dis- 
patch and  distribution  of  the  goods. 

Canadian  SteeL 
Mb.  BROTHERTON  (Wakefield):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  has  extended  the 
bounties  on  Canadian  steel ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  make  any  representa- 
tions with  a  view  to  prohibiting  Canadian 
iron  and  steel  from  coming  into  this 
country. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Secretary  Cluxmberlain.) 
I  have  no  information  as  to  the  alleged 
action  of  the  Dominion.  If  the  question 
of  extending  preferential  terms  to  our 
colonies  should  be  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, all  the  conditions  of  reciprocal  trade 
will  be  a  proper  subject  for  inquiry  and 
settleiaent. 

Suggested  Departmental  Inqtdry  into  the 
Management  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
mission. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  administrative  expenses  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  and  to  the 
fact  that  the  number  and  salaries  of  the 
staff  employed  by  the  said  Commissioners 
are  determined  by  the  Treasury,  he  will 
cause  a  Departmental  inquiry  to  be  held 
into  the  administration  of  the  said  Com- 
mission, with  a  view  to  securing  the 
more  economical  management  thereof. 
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(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.)  On 
reference  to  the  annual  Reports  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  for  the  last 
twenty  years  it  will  be  found  that  the 
net  income  of  the  Commissioners  in 
respect  of  their  common  fund,  together 
with  that  derived  by  them  from  estates 
and  funds  held  upon  special  trusts  or 
managed  by  them  on  behalf  of  the 
Bishops,  has  risen  from  about  £1,206,000 
for  the  year  ending  Slst  October,  1883, 
to  £1,785,000  for  the  year  ending  last 
October.  Notwithstanding  this  increase 
of  revenue  and  growth  of  business  in 
other  directions  I  am  informed  that  the 
amount  paid  by  the  Commissioners  for 
salaries  (apart  from  pensions)  has  fallen 
from  £29,526  lis.  6d.  in  1883  to 
£23,999  6s.  7d.  last  year :  and,  having 
regard  to  this  and  to  the  fact  that  the 
organisation  of  the  office  was  the  subject 
of  a  careful  investigation  by  the  Treasury 
twelve  years  ago,  no  cause  appears  to  be 
shown  for  the  Departmental  inquiry 
which  the  hon.  Member  suggests. 
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South  African  War  Medals. 
Mb.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  has  his  attention  been 
drawn  to  complaints  which  have  been 
made  to  the  War  Office  and  to  officers 
by  officers  and  men  of  the  Yeomanry 
and  Colonial  forces  who  served  in  South 
Airica  previous  to  July,  1901,  at  not 
receiving  their  medals;  and,  if  so,  seeing 
that  the  medal  rolls  from  these  units 
were  rendered  previous  to  31st  July, 
1901,  will  he  say  when  these  medals 
will  be  issued  1  I  beg  also  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  King's  medal, 
which  was  authorised  in  Army  Orders 
for  October,  1902,  has  been  issued  to 
Regular  troops,  he  will  explain  why  the 
Queen's  medal  applied  for  in  July,  1901, 
has  not  yet  been  issued  to  men  of 
the  Yeomanry  and  Colonial  forces  % 

Thb  financial  secretary  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  Individual 
co'uplaints  have  been  received  and 
attended  to  when  possible  by  issuing  the 
medak,  and  the  remainder  will  be  issued 


as    quickly  as  id  consistent  with    the 
proper  checking  of  the  rolls. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD:  Is  it  the  case 
that  the  Yeomanry  medals  have  been 
put  on  one  side  in  order  that  the  medals 
for  the  Regulars  may  be  issued 

Lord  STANLEY:  No,  Sir,  there  i» 
no  truth  whatever  in  that. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire,. 
Farehan) :  It  is  a  fact  that  the  decora- 
tions have  already  been  conferred  on 
regimental  pets,  and  the  claims  of  human 
beings  will  be  considered  next. 

Lord  STANLEY:  I  do  not  think 
the  hon.  Member  has  any  right  to  make 
such  an  insinuation.  Every  single  case 
has  been  considered.  I  have  had  lots  of 
letters  on  the  subject,  and  I  have  looked 
into  every  complaint  personally,  and 
have  found  that  in  every  case  it  has 
been  due  to  the  medal  roll  being  deficient. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD :  But  is  it  not  a 
fact  that  a  dog  and  a  horse  have  been 
decorated  % 

Lord  STANLEY:  No,  Sir. 

Beligious  Intolerance  among  the  Boers. 
Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  I  beg  to  a^k  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  whether  he 
can  give  the  names  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed ministers  who  refused  to  baptise 
the  children  of,  or  to  administer  the 
Sacrament  to  Boers  who  surrendered 
early  in  the  war,  and  the  occasions  in 
which  they  were  so  refused  the  rites  of 
their  church. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberiain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  It  is  my  hope  and 
belief  that  the  state  of  things  in  which 
the  exhibition  of  intolerance  was  made 
has  to  a  great  extent  ceased,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  any  good  purpose  would 
be  served  by  giving  the  names  asked 
for. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS: -But  since 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  considered 
that  it  served  a  good  purpose  to  mention 
the  matter  publicly  two  or  three  days 
ago,  will  he  not  give  his  authority ' 
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Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  There  is 
no  doubt  whatever  about  the  facts.  I  do 
not,  however,  think  it  necessary  to  intro- 
duce personal  matters. 

Mr.  BR YN ROBERTS:  There  is  grave 
doubt  about  the  fact.  That  is  why  I 
asked  the  Question. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  may 
repeat  that  there  is  no  doubt  whatever 
about  the  facts ;  I  have  satisfied  myself 
in  regard  to  that. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS :  Then  give  the 
names 

Mr.  chamberlain  :  No,  I  will  not. 

Transvaal  Post  Office  Censorship. 
Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
whether  it  is  still  the  law  in  the  Trans- 
vaal that  any  postmaster  may  intercept 
any  letter  or  telegram  which  he  suspects 
to  contain  seditious  matter,  and  that 
any  resident  magistrate  may  open  such 
letter  or  telegram ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
any  ordinance  amending  the  law  in  this 
respect  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have 
been  in  communication  with  Lord 
Milner  on  the  subject,  but  have  not  yet 
received  the  amending  ordinance  which 
is  to  be  passed. 

Oanadtan  Trade  StatiBtics. 
Mr.  TOULMIN  (Bury,  Lancashire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  Annual  Trade  Returns  of 
Canada  for  the  twelve  months  just 
concluded,  and  especially  to  the  increase 
in  the  export  of  manufactures ;  if  he 
can  state  which  of  these  exported  manu- 
factures compete  with  the  manu- 
factures of  the  home  country  ;  and 
whether  auy  of  them  are  stimulated  by 
bounties. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have 
not  yet  received  the  Annual  Trade 
Returns  of  Canada  for  the  fiscal  year 
recently  concluded. 

Preferential  Duties. 
Mb.  J.  H.  LEWIS  (FUnt  Boroughs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
VOL.  OXXVIL    LFouRTH  Series.]  ; 


the  Colonies  whether  the  proposal  [to 
levy  preferential  duties  would  affect  the 
products  of  Malta,  Cyprus,  Mauritius, 
the  West  Indies,  the  Pacific  Islands, 
and  other  minor  possessions  of  the 
British  Crown. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  Ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  premature. 
Up  to  the  present  time  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  made  no  proposals. 

SeiBtan-Nuahki  Bailway  Survey. 
Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  has  received 
any  report  from  the  medical  officers 
attached  to  the  Seistan-Nushki  railway 
survey  party,  or  from  Cdonel 
MacMahon*8  Afghan  Boundary  Com- 
mission, with  reference  to  the  appearance 
in  their  ranks  of  typhus  fever,  or  to  the 
effect  that  several  surveyors  with  one  or 
other  of  these  expeditions  have  perished 
from  thirst  in  the  Seistan  deserts ;  and 
whether  he  can  give  any  particulars 
as  to  the  casualties  which  have  taken 
place. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  I  informed  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Manchester  on  the  30th 
July  that  I  had  received  no  information 
as  to  the  prevalence  of  typhus  among  the 
workers  on  the  Quetta-Nushki  Railway.! 
As  to  the  Seistan  Irrigation  Boundary 
Commission,  it  appears  from  Colonel 
MacMahon's  reports  that  typhus  is  very 
prevalent  in  Seistan,  and  that  there  was 
an  outbreak  in  his  camp  early  in  May, 
six  cases  having  occurred,  of  which  five 
were  fatal.  Steps  were  at  once  taken 
for  segregation,  and  Colonel  MacMahon 
reported  on  the  8th  June  that  his  camp 
had  a  clean  bill  of  health.  On  the  24th 
June  he  reported  the  deaths  of  a  native 
surveyor  and  three  subordinates  owing 
the  failure  of  their  water  suf^ly. 

India  and  Thibet. 
Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTS:  1  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether,  with  regard  to  the  Commission 
nominated  by  the  Indian  Government  to 
proceed  into  Thibetian  territory  for  the 
purpose  of  pressing  British  traders'  wares, 
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he  will  state  upon  what  date  the  Commi- 
sion  was  appointed,  and  the  number  and 
quality  of  the  military  escort  in  attendance 
upon  or  following  the  Commissioners; 
whether  he  can  give  any  explanation  of 
the  action  taken  bv  the  Chinese  authori- 
ties, either  at  Pekin  or  in  Thibet,  with 
reference  to  the  objects  of  this  Commission ; 
and  whether  he  will  communicate  to  Par- 
liament the  text  of  the  instructions  issued 
to  the  Commissioners.  I  beg  also  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
any  change  has  taken  place  in  the  frontier 
relations  between  India  and  Thibet ;  and 
whether  he  can  make  a  statement  as  to 
Thibetan  affairs. 


Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  I  wi.l, 
if  I  may,  include  both  the  Questions  of 
the  hoD.  Member  in  one  answer.  No 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  frontier 
relations  between  India  and  Thibet, 
which  are  governed  by  the  Convention 
between  Great  Britain  and  China  of 
1890,  and  by  the  Regulations  of  1893, 
drawn  up  and  signed  by  British  and 
Chinese  Commissioners,  to  give  effect  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Convention. 
The  Convention  and  the  Regula^^ions 
have  been  published  as  a  Parliamentary 
Return  (C.  7312  of  1894).  As  to  the 
action  taken  bj  the  Chinese  authorities, 
I  stated  in  reply  to  a  Question  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ross  and  Cromarty 
on  the  13th  instant t,  that  a  proposal  was 
made  last,  year*  by  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment for  the  despatch  of  a  Chinese 
Commissioner  U>  discfltss  on  the  spot 
certain  questionk^relating  to  the  fcgmtier 
and  to  trade.  These  questions  relate  to 
grazing  disputes  on  fite  northern 
frontier  between  Sikkim  and  Thibet,  and 
to  the  observance  of  that  frontier  as 
laid  down  under  the  Convention;  and 
also  to  difficulties  concerning  the 
conduct  of  trade  between  Thibet  and 
India  under  the  Regulation&  The 
Chinese  Imperial  Resident  at  liiasa, 
who  has  been  corresponding  on  behalf 
of  the  Chinese  Government  with  the 
Government  of  India  on  the  subject  of 
the  n^;otiations,  was  informed  by  the 
Viceroy  of  India  on  the  3rd  June  last, 
under  instructions  from  His  Majesty's 
Government,  that  Colonel  Young- 
husband,  C.I.R,    had    been    appoint^ 


t  See  (4)  Debates^  cxxv.,  402. 


British  Commissioner,  and  that  he 
would  proceed,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
White,  Political  Officer,  Sikkim,  as 
Joint  Commissioner,  to  meet  the 
Chinese  and  Thibetan  representatives  at 
Khambajong,  the  nearest  inhabited 
place  on  the  Thibetan  side  to  that 
portion  of  the  frontier  between  Sikkim 
and  Thibbet  at  which  grazing  disputes 
had  arisen.  Colonel  Younghusband's 
escort  consists  of  200  men  of  a  Native 
Infantry  Regiment.  A  reserve  of  300 
men  is  stationed  at  Tangu  in  Sikkim. 
It  would  be  contrary  to  the  public 
interest  at  this  stage  of  the  negotia- 
tions to  make  any  further  statement, 
or  to  lay  on  the  Table  the  instructions 
to  the  British  Commissioner. 

Children  in  Pmijab  Oaols. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  language  used  by  Sir  Charles 
Rivaz,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
Punjab,  in  his  resolution  on  the  Punjab 
Gaols  Report,  with  reference  to  the 
treatment  of  juvenile  offenders  and 
habitual  prisoners,  and  to  the  evils 
resulting  from  the  association  of  juvenile 
with  adult  prisoners ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  in  the  Punjab  in  1902  there 
were  116  boys  and  twelve  girls 
imprisoned  under  the  age  of  sixteen,  as 
well  as  a  large  number  of  others  to 
whom  less  than  six  months  of  imprison- 
ment was  awarded ;  and  whether  the 
attention  of  the  Government  of  India 
has  been  directed  to  the  desirability  of 
extending  reformatories  in  India  to 
prevent  the  contamination  of  juvenile 
criminals  and  to  promote  their  reform. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  I  have 
read  the  passage  referred  to  in  the  Ques- 
tion. Juvenile  prisoners  are  kept  apart 
from  adults  even  when  accommodated 
in  the  ordinary  gaols,  and  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  refer  to  the  paragraph  he 
quotes  from  he  will  see  that  a  reforma- 
tory, which  has  for  some  time  been  under 
construction,  will  very  shortly  be  opened 
in  the  Punjab.  The  Government  of 
India  and  the  local  Governments  are,  I 
believe,  quite  alive  to  the  objections  to 
the  confinement  of  juvenile  offenders  in 
gaols,  and  the  object  of  the  Lieut^iant- 
(}overnor's  remarks  was  to  inculcate  the 
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dasirability  of  resorting  more  largely  to 
the  proYisions  of  Section  662  of  the 
Criminal  Procedure  Code,  which  enables 
them  to  be  released  on  a  bond  without 
being  sent  to  gaol. 

British  Military  Oh&ii^  on  India. 

Mr/  HERBERT  ROBERTS  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Government  of  India  have  been  invited 
to  contribute  £400,000  per  annum 
towards  the  additional  military  charges 
to  be  incurred  by  the  establishment  of 
25,000  British  troops  in  South  Africa, 
he  will  state  by  what  method  of  calcula- 
tion this  sum  has  been  fixed;  what 
arrangement  is  proposed,  in  the  event 
of  any  of  these  troops  being  used  for 
military  purposes  outside  India,  for  a 
payment  to  the  Government  of  India  for 
services  so  rendered;  and  whether  he 
will  give  the  House  an  assurance  that 
Papers  upon  this  subject  will  be  laid 
before  Parliament  before  any  definite 
decision  is  arrived  at. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  It  has 
been  suggested  to  the  Government  of 
India  that,  in  view  of  the  admitted 
necessity  of  increasing  the  number  of 
British  troops  upon  which  they  can 
count  at  once  in  case  of  emergency,  it 
would  be  a  convenient  arrangement  if 
12,500  men,  upon  whose  services  they 
could  then  count,  were  kept  in  South 
Africa,  where  they  would  be  far  more 
promptly  available  than  they  would  be 
if  kept  in  this  country.  The  sum  of 
£400,000  has  been  taken  as  representing 
approximately  half  the  additional  annual 
cost  to  Imperial  revenues  involved  in 
maintaining  12,500  men  in  South  Africa 
instead  of  at  home.  So  long  as  that 
number  of  men  is  kept  constantly  avail- 
able for  Indian  purposes,  it  is  proposed 
that  the  payment  shall  be  continued ; 
and  no  repayment  will  be  expected  so 
long  as  this  condition  is  fulfilled.  I  am 
unable  at  present  to  give  any  assurance 
with  regard  to  the  presentation  of  Papers. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS:  Has  the 
despatch  from  the  Government  of  India 
on  this  subject  yet  been  received  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  No, 
Sir.  I  do  not  expect  to  receive  it  for 
eight  or  ten  days. 


♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucaster- 
shire  Forest  of  Dean) :  The  noble  Lord  in 
his  reply  used  the  words,  "  It  has  been 
suggested."  Does  that  mean  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  Council  made  the 
suggestion  t 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  Yes. 
The  suggestion,  as  I  explained,  I  felt  to  be 
one  economical  to  India,  but  I  thought 
it  only  reasonable  before  coming  to  a 
futtu'e  decision  to  set  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  of  India. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland):  And  to  that  no  reply  has 
beeh  received  ) 


Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON: 
yet 


Not 


Indian  Irrigation  Commission  Report 
Mr.  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field): I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  Government 
of  India  have  come  to  any  decision  m 
reference  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Irrigation  Commission  Report;  and,  if 
so,  whether  he  will  state  what  that 
decision  is. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  The 
Report  of  the  Irrigation  Commission  has 
just  been  received,  but  the  Government 
of  India  have  not  yet  informed  me  of 
their  views  as  to  the  action  they  would 
suggest  to  be  taken  on  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Report. 

ITKinley  Tariff. 
Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Afi'airs  whether  ho  will  lay  upon 
the  Table  a  copy  of  the  evidence  given 
before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  at  Washington  in  1894 
with  reference  to  the  M'Kinley  Tariff,  and 
particularly  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Have- 
meyer,  at  that  time  President  of  the 
Sugar  Trust. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  TBB  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.,  for  Lord 
Cranborne)  :  The  Foreign  Office  does 
not  possess  a  copy  of  the  evidence  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers,  but  it 
can  no  doubt  be  obtained  if  he  wishes. 
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Oongo  Free  State  AdminifltratioiL 
Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  yet  communicated 
with  the  other  Powers  on  the  questions 
that  have  arisen  concerning  the  adminis- 
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so,  whether  the  terms  of  their  despatch 
will  be  made  public. 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR,  for  Lord 
Cranborne  :  The  legal  questions 
involved  in  the  proposed  communication 
to  the  Powers  on  the  subject  of  the 
administration  of  the  Congo  State  and 
the  wording  of  the  draft  required  careful 
oonsiderat  on  and  the  draft  has  only  just 
been  settled.  The  circular  will  very 
shortly  be  despatched.  It  will  be  made 
public  at  the  first  convenient  moment 
after  it  has  been  received  by  the  Powers 
concerned. 

Bahr-el-Ghasal* 
Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  what  is  the  result  of  the  negotia- 
tions for  the  transfer  of  part  of  the 
Bahr-el-Ghazal  to  the  Congo  Free  State ; 
and  whether  any  and,  if  so,  what  steps 
have  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  views 
of  the  inhabitants  as  to  the  proposed 
transfer. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR,  for  Lord 
Cranborne:  Negotiations  are  still 
proceeding  and  I  am  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  give  any  information  on  the  subject. 

Alcoholic  Brinks— Purity  and  l£atarity. 
Mr.  KILBRIDE  (KUdare,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer whether  he  proposes  to  take  any, 
and  if  so,  what,  steps  with  the  view  of 
securing  the  purity  and  maturity  of 
alcoholic  drinks ;  whether  he  has  received 
any  official  reports  showing  that 
adulterated  whisky  is  a  cause  of  lunacy ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  setting  up  a  standard  of 
purity  for  spirits  in  the  interest  of  public 
healtL 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cornwall, 
Camborne):  Perhaps  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  can  at  the  same  time  answer 


my  Question  as  to  whether  he  has  re- 
ceived any  official  information  showing 
the  evil  done  by  unadulterated  drink  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
That  is  rather  too  large  a  question  to  be 
dealt  with  across  the  floor  of  the  House. 
In  reply  to  the  Question  on  the  Paper 
the  answer  to  the  first  two  is  in  the 
negative,  but  of  course  I  shall  be  glad  to 
consider  an^  evidence  or  representations 
on  the  subject  that  may  be  laid  before 
me.  I  may  refer  the  hon.  Member  to 
the  Answers  given  on  the  same  subject 
on  the  6th  ultimo.! 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  Has 
not  the  rkht  hon.  Oentleman  received  any 
official  information  as  to  the  agitation  in 
Glasgow  on  the  subject  of  lunacy  follow- 
ing on  the  drinking  of  Scotch  whisky. 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Cost  of  the  Padilc  Cable. 
Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  (Bristol,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  what  is  the  totid  amount 
charged  to  the  Exchequer  up  to  31st 
March,  1903,  in  respect  of  interest,  sink- 
ing fund,  and  working  expenses  of  the 
Pacific  cable  ;  how  much  of  that  amount 
is  due  from  the  colonies  which  undertake 
to  share  the  cost  of  the  cable ;  and  when 
this  latter  sum  will  be  received. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  audit  of  the 
Pacific  Cable  Board's  accounts  to  the 
31st  March,  1903,  has  just  been  com- 
pleted. The  accounts  have  not  yet  been 
formally  transmitted  to  the  Treasury,  but 
I  have  ascertained  that  they  show  a  total 
net  expenditure,  charged  to  the  Exchequer 
Grant,  up  to  31st  March  last,  of 
£91,437  4s.  lid.  This  charge  covers 
interest,  and  also  the  working  expenses  of 
the  cable  so  far  as  they  exceeded  the  traffic 
receipts.  It  includes  nothing  for  sinking 
fund,  as  the  first  instalment  of  the 
annuity  for  repayment  of  the  money 
borrowed  for  construction  does  not  become 
payable  till  December  next.  The  share 
due  from  the  contributing  colonies  in- 
respect  of  the  expenditure  to  31st  March 
last  is  £65,374  58.  4d.,  and  payment  will 
be  claimed  from  the  colonies  as  soon  as 
die  Board's  accounts  are  received. 
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ImprlBoninftnt  under  the  Vaccination 
Acts.  • 

Mr.  BAYLEY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  is  aware  that  on 
27th  July  last  four  defaulters  under  the 
Vaccination  Acts,  living  at  Clayton, 
Yorkshire,  were  arrested  and  conveyed 
to  Wakefield  Prison ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  call  for  a  Report  as  to  why  distress 
was  not  first  attempted  for  the  recovery 
of  the  fines  imposea  on  them. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  I  have 
made  inquiry,  and  find  that  distress 
warrants  were  issued  in  these  cases.  I 
am  informed  that  no  sufficient  goods 
could  be  found  on  which  to  levy  distress, 
and  commitments  were  issued  in  the 
ordinary  course. 

Metropolitan  Police  Fund. 
♦Mr.  CREMER  (Shoreditch,  Hag- 
geiBton) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  if  he 
will  state  what  is  the  average  amount  or 
balance  during  the  year  in  the  Bank  of 
England  of  money  belonging  to  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Fund  Account  for 
which  no  interest  is  received. 

♦Mr.  akers  DOUGLAS:  The  average 
balance  during  the  year  ended  the  31st 
March,  1903,  on  which  no  interest  was 
received,  was  £131,968. 

Foreign  Made  Tram  Bails. 
BiB.  RANDLES  (Cumberland,  Cocker- 
mouth)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  can  state  what 

Sroportion  of  the  tram-rails  laid  in  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  last  ten 
years  are  of  British  manufacture,  and 
what  proportion  of  Continental  manu- 
facture ;  and  will  he  also  give  the  same 
particulars  as  to  the  tram-rails  laid  in 
the  metropolitan  area  in  particular. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  The  Board  of  Trade  have  no 
information  which  would  enable  them  to 
answer  the  first  portion  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question.  With  regard  to  the 
second  paragraph,  I  have  communicated 
with  the  London  County  Council,  and 
they  inform  me  that  in  connection  with 


the  re-construction  for  electrical  traction 
of  their  tramways,  about  5,000  tons  of 
rails  of  British  manufacture,  and  10,720 
tons  of  rails  of  foreign  manufacture  have 
been  purchased  by  the  Council. 
Previously  to  the  transfer  the  company 
used  about  1,000  tons  per  annum  of 
foreign  raib,  and  none  of  British  manu- 
facture. They  add  that  they  have  no 
information  as  to  the  rails  used  by  the 
North  Metropolitan  Tramways  Company 
— the  lessee  of  the  Council's  northern 
tramways— nor  as  to  what  is  done  by 
other  tramway  companies  in  London. 

GoTenunent  Audits— Attendance  of 
Enral  Overseers. 

♦Mr.  a.  K.  LOYD  (Berkshire,  Abing- 
don) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Grovemment  Board,  whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  drawn  to  the  inconveni- 
ence caused  to  overseers  in  rural  districts 
b  V  requiring  their  attendance,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  in  addition  to  that  of  the 
assistant  overseer,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
audit  by  the  Department  auditor ;  and,  if 
so,  whether  he  will  consider  the  possibilitv 
of  releasing  them  from  personal  attend- 
ance unless  they  receive  a  notice  from 
the  auditor  that  their  presence  will  be 
required  on  any  particular  occasion. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.) :  My  attention  has  not 
been  drawn toany  recent  complaints  of  this 
kind.  It  it  the  duty  of  an  overseer  to 
attend  the  audits  of  his  accounts,  and  I 
am  advised  that  it  is  often  found  of  much 
advantage  that  one  at  least  of  the  over- 
seers of  the  parish  should  be  present. 
But  I  am  willing  to  give  consideration  to 
the  subject. 

Mr.  a.  K.  LOYD :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  allow  me  to  lay  before  him 
fuller  information  than  appears  to  be  in 
his  possession  on  this  matter  t 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  Yes;  I  shaU 
be  very  pleased  to  receive,  and  carefully 
consider,  any  such  further  information. 

St.  Faith's,  Norfolk,  Bates. 
Mr.  price  (Norfolk,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  effect  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Rating  Act  on  the  rates  levied  ou 
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ratepayers  other  than  occupiers  of 
agricultural  land  in  the  union  of  St. 
Faith's,  Norfolk;  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  out  of  £10,932  raised  in  that  union 
for  the  year  ending  on  25th  March  last, 
only  £948  was  Government  grant  under 
this  Act,  £2,388  being  raised  from 
agricultural  land,  and  £7,596  from  other 
hereditaments,  about  £800  more  than 
the  owners  of  such  hereditaments  would 
have  had  to  pay  if  the  Act  had  not 
been  passed;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
Grovernment  intend  to  take  steps  to 
relieve  the  ratepayers  throughout  the 
country  districts  from  this  extra  burden. 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  My  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  this  matter.  I  have 
not  yet  received  Returns  as  to  the  rates 
raised  in  the  union  during  the  year  in 
question,  and  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
investigate  the  figures  given  by  the  hon. 
Member.  I  have  applied  for  the  Returns 
referred  to,  and  on  receiving  them  I 
will  look  further  into  the  matter.  I 
may  point  out,  however,  that  the  grants 
under  the  Agricultural  Rates  Act  in 
respect  of  the  area  of  the  union  for  the 
year  ended  Lady  Day,  1902,  amounted  to 
over  £1,500.  The  sum  of  £948  men- 
tioned in  the  Question  is  the  grant  to 
the  guardians  only,  whilst  the  amounts 
mentioned  as  raised  from  rates  would 
appear  to  include  the  expenses  of  other 
local  authorities  also. 


Secondary  Schools  Onrricnlum. 
Mr.  EMMOTT  (Oldham):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  complaints  in  secondary 
schools  recognised  under  Division  A, 
that  the  number  of  hours  allotted  to 
obligatory  subjects  are  excessive,  and 
that  insufficient  time  Is  left  for  languages, 
literature,  and  history,  and  to  the  fact 
that  a  number  of  the  Schools  in  Division 
A  adopt  that  division  because  they  are 
able  to  earn  larger  grants  under  it  than 
they  would  in  Division  B  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Board  of  Education  will 
reconsider  the  grants  to  secondary  schools 
with  a  view  to  granting  equal  assistance 
to  any  schools  doing  sound  educational 
work  and  ceasing  the  present  discrimina- 
tion in  favour  of  science  subjects. 


The  parliamentary  SBGRE- 
TARY  TO  THE  BOARD  of  EDUCATION 
(Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  Univer- 
sity): The  Board  are  aware  that  such 
complaints  have  been  made,  and  are  at 
the  present  time  carefully  considering 
the  whole  question.  Perhaps  I  may 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  what  I  said 
in  this  House  when  the  Education 
Estimates  were  being  discussed,  t  The 
teaching  of  science  demands  a  somewhat 
larger  grant  than  the  teaching  of  some 
other  subjects  owing  to  the  expenditure 
of  material  involved. 

Chairs  in  Public  Parks. 
*Mr.  CREMER  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Derbyshire,  as  repre- 
senting the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
if  he  will  say  (1)  whether,  previous  to 
1896,  anything  was  paid  by  the  person 
who  was  granted  the  privilege  of  placing 
chairs  in  the  parks  ;  (2)  whether  the 
chairs  now  in  the  parks  are  supplied  by 
the  same  person,  and,  if  so,  (3)  what  is 
the  name  of  the  person  or  contraotof ; 
(4)  when  the  present  contract  was 
entered  into  and  when  it  expires ;  (5) 
what  amount  is  now  annually  received 
by  the  Government  from  the  contractor ; 
(6)  whether  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  requiring  a  larger  payment  by 
future  contraotors ;  (7)  ^whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  decrease 
in  the  number  of  free  seats  in  the  parks 
since  the  practice  commenced  of  placing 
chairs  there  and  charging  the  public 
for  their  use ;  and>  if  so,  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  any  action  iii  the 
matter. 

Wr.  victor  CAVENDISH :  ^Derby- 
shire^  N.):  There  are  num^ousliceBce- 
holders  for  chair-letting  in  the  Roya^l 
parks,  but  the  hon.  Member  probably 
refers  to  the  case  of  Hyde  Park. 
The  joint  lioenceea  for  that  park  ar^ 
Mr.  Powell  and  Mr.  Shotton,  who 
represented  the  licencees  previous  to 
1896.  The  existing  licence  was  issued 
for  five  years  from  April  1,  1901,  and 
the  payment  received  for  it  is  £1,000 
per  annum ;  before  1896  nothing  wab 
received.  When  the  time  of  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  licence  is  at  hand 
the     First    Commissioner    proposes    to 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxv.,  179. 
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reconsider  the  arrangements.  The 
First  Commissioner  is  not  aware  of 
any  decrease  in  the  number  of  free  seats. 

Annunciators  in  Members'  Booms- 
Mr.  PATRICK  0  BRIEN (Kilkenny):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  bon.  Member  for  West 
Derbyshire,  as  representing  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  whether,  with  a 
view  to  the  convenience  of  Members,  he 
will  consider  the  desirability  of  having 
annunciators  placed  in  the  public  dining 
room,  the  tea-room  and  the  reading-room 
during  the  recess. 

Mr.  victor  CAVENDISH:  As  the 
bon.  Member  was  informed  in  answer  to 
a  Question  on  the  7th  of  April  last,  there 
is  no  provision  for  new  annunciators  in 
the  Estimates  of  the  current  year,  t  The 
First  Commissioner  has  no  hopes  of 
being  able  to  meet  the  cost  out  of 
savings,  and  can  only  promise  to  consider 
the  matter  in  the  preparation  of  the 
Estimates  for  1904-5. 

Irish  Land  Commission. 
Mr.  MIJRPHY  (Kerry,  R) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the 
number  of  Roman  Catholics,  Protestants, 
and  other  denominations  filling  other 
than  subordinate  positions  under  the 
Irish  Land  Commission,  and  the  number 
of  each  denomination  promoted  during 
the  past  three  years. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  The 
religions  of  persons  in  the  service  of  the 
Irid^  Land  Commission  are  not  officially 
recorded. 

Mr.  murphy  :  Surely  there  taxi  be 
no  difficulty  in  getting  the  information  t 

I  No  answer  was  returned.] 

Donaghadee  Harbour. 
Mb.  T.  L,  CORBETT  (Down,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
will  inquire  as  to  the  delay  in  complet- 
ing the  harbour  works  at  Donaghadee ; 
and  whether  he  will  take  steps  to  press 
on  the  necessary  works  before  the  winter 
mdnths  set  in. 

t  Sm  (4)  Debates,  oxx.,  1252. 


Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  Commis- 
sioners of  Public  Works  are  using  every 
effort  to  complete  the  works  at  the 
earliest  possible  date.  The  more  im- 
portant repairs  will,  it  is  expected,  be 
completed  before  the  winter. 

Irish  National    Education  Office— Book 
Department. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  certain  officers  formerly 
employed  in  the  book  department  of 
the  National  Education  Office  (Ireland) 
have,  on  the  abolition  of  that  depftrt- 
ment,  been  appointed  to  positions  of 
equal  value  in  other  departments,  while 
other  (^licers  of  equal  merits  and  claims 
have  not  been  equally  well  placed  ;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  state  who  they  are,  and 
explain  why  they  were  so  treated ;  and 
will  he  see  that  all  deserving  officers  of 
the  abolished  book  department  are  pro- 
vided with  equally  good  appointments  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  qutetion 
refers  to  a  number  of  persons  employed 
in  packing  books,  whose  services  were 
dispensed  with  on  the  abolition  of  the 
book  department.  They  were  '  paid 
weekly  wages,  and  were  not  entitled  to 
pensions.  Gratuities,  however,  were 
paid  to  those  who  had  lengthened  ser- 
vice. The  Commissioners  had  no 
responsibility  in  the  matter  of  the  re- 
employment of  these  men.  Nevertheless 
they  made  every  effort  to  obtain  appoint- 
ments for  them,  and  these  efforts  have 
been  successful  except  in  the  case  of  one 
man. 

KilmaJnhain  Prison* 
Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  for  want  of  a  proper  waiting- 
room  visitors  of  both  sexes  to  prisoners 
in  Eilmainham  Prison  are  obliged  to 
wait  their  turn  to  visit  outside  the 
prison  gate  and  under  the  public  gaze ; 
and,  if  so,  whether, ,^eeing  thatKilmain- 
ham  is  the  prison  for  remand  cases  for 
Dublin  and  a  district  embracing  several 
counties,  that  visitors  are  numerous  and 
principally  females,  that  females  taking 
food  to  untried  prisoners  are  obliged*^  to 
expose  the  meals  for  official^inspectipp 
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on  the  floor  of  an  entrance  porch,  and 
under  the  Tiew  of  the  public  passers-by, 
he  will  provide  a  covered  waiting-room 
with  seating  accommodation  1 

Mr,  WYNDHAM  :  Visitors  are  some- 
times exposed  to  the  public  view,  but 
the  inspection  of  food  conveyed  to  untried 
prisoners  is  carried  out  inside  the  prison. 
It  is  proposed  to  alter  the  committal 
areas  at  an  early  date,  and  this  will 
have  the  effect  of  removing  the  in- 
convenience complained  of.  Remand 
prisoners  would  then  be  sent  to  Mount- 
joy  Prison,  where  the  accommodation 
for  visitors  is  more  suitable. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  Is  it  not 
the  fact  that  the  meals  taken  in  by 
females  are  inspected  in  view  of  the 
public  1  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
see  that  a  proper  waiting-room  is 
provided  1 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  I  understand  that 
the  alterations  will  remove  that  incon- 
venience. 

Police  and  the  Bishopswood  Assembly. 
Mb.  KENDAL  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary, 
Mid) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  will  explain  why  on  Sunday, 
19th  July,  and  following  Sunday,  police 
numbering  about  150  were  drafted 
from  the  towns  of  Clonmel,  Cahir,  and 
surrounding  stations  into  the  townland 
of  Bishopswood  (near  Dundrum,  County 
Tipperary),  a  district  free  from  crime ; 
is  he  aware  that  sports  had  been  held 
there ;  if  so,  will  he  say  on  whose  lands 
they  were  carried  out ;  is  he  aware  that 
there  was  a  public-house  in  the  locality 
to  which  the  parties  at  these  public  sports 
had  free  access  :  and  will  he  further  say 
who  is  to  bear  the  expense  of  these 
constabulary  visits  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  number  of 
police  assembled  on  each  occasion  was 
about  fifty.  The  force  was  present  for 
the  preservation  of  the  peace;  the 
circumstances  are  well  known  looally. 
No  public  sports  were  held  in  the 
locality.  The  cost  of  the  concentration 
will  be  borne  by  the  Constabulary  Vote. 


Eilballyowen  Property. 
Mb.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  R) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  can  he  state 
whether  the  management  of  the  pro- 
perty of  The  O'Grady,  of  KUballyowen, 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Judge  of  the  Land 
Court ;  and,  if  so,  who  is  the  Receiver  ; 
if  not  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court,  who  is 
the  agent ;  and  can  he  say  whether  the 
tenants  in  the  village  of  Herbertstown 
will  receive  facilities  for  purchasing  their 
holdings,  as  the  farmer  tenants  on  the 
estate  have  got  during  the  past  few 
years. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No  proceedings 
have  ever  been  instituted  for  the  sale  of 
this  property  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court. 
The  agent  is  Mr.  Arthur  White,  of 
Limerick.  I  have  no  information  show- 
ing whether  the  provisions  of  the  Land 
Bm  or  Land  Acts  are  applicable  to  the 
tenants  specially  referred  to. 

Darley  Estate,  Killamey. 
Mr.  MURPHY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  aid  of  the  police  was  given 
recently  for  rent  seizures  on  the  Darley 
estate,  near  Killamey,  he  will,  having 
regard  to  the  opportunities  for  sales  now 
offered  to  the  owners  of  this  and  similar 
estates,  refuse  the  assistance  of  the  police 
force  at  rent  seizures  in  future. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  No  protection  has 
recently  been  given  by  the  police  for  the 
purpose  mentioned.  In  respect  to  the 
second  part  of  the  Question  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  police  to  afford 
protection  in  the  execution  of  decrees 
issued  by  a  eompetent  Court  of  law. 

Mr.  MURPHY:  Will  the  right,  hon. 
Gentleman  refuse  police  protection  in 
cases  where  the  distress  warrants^  are 
issued  by  the  lacd  agents  themselves  1 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Congestion  in  Derryaughta. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE:   I  beg  to   ask  the 

Chief  Secretarv  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

of    Ireland   whether    his  attention   has 

been  directed  to  the  congested  condition 
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of  the  townland  of  Derryaughta,  county 
Kildare,  and  to  the  fact  that  twenty- 
ei^ht  families  there,  comprising  161 
individuals,  have  a  valuation  imder  £4, 
that  the  houses  are  small  and  the 
majority  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
nnd  to  the  advertisement  of  450  acres 
of  meadowing  to  be  sold  by  auction  in 
the  neighbourhood;  and  whether  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  there  are  untenanted 
grazing  tracts  between  Athy  and  Kildare, 
steps  will  be  taken  to  enlarge  the  hold- 
ings where  necessary  in  Derryaughta 
and  Ballybraoken  electoral  division. 

Mr  WYNDHAM:  I  have  no  info:  ma- 
tion  on  the  first  part  of  the  Question ; 
the  Land  Bill  now  before  Parliament 
provides  for  the  enlargement  of  holdings 
in  such  cases. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Ge?itleman  inquire  as  to  the  first  part  of 
the  Question  t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  wUl  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Estates  Commissioners 
to  the  case  when  they  are  appointed. 

Meeting  in  Qreencastle  National  School 
Mr.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  (Kilkenny, 
N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
a  meeting  held  in  the  Greencastle 
Presbyterian  National  Schools,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  29th  July;  and 
whether  in  view  of  the  rules  of  the 
Na  ional  Board  of  Education,  the  action 
of  the  manager  in  allowing  the  meeting 
to  be  held  in  the  schools  has  been 
}»roiight  under  the  notice  of  the  National 
Baird  of  Education;  and,  if  so,  what 
action  they  propose  to  take. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  Commissioners 
have  requested  their  Inspector  to  make 
a  full  Report  in  respect  to  the  meeting 
held  in  the  Whitehouse  National  School 
on  the  date  mentioned.  When  the 
report  has  been  received  the  matter  will 
be  considered  by  the  Comimssioners. 

Hawkers  in  Phcsnix  Park,  Dublin. 

Mr.   JAMES  0  CONNOR  (Wicklow, 

W.) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for 

the  College  Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask 

I  heCliief  Secretary  to  theLord  Lieutenant 


of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
persons  are  in  the  habit  of  assembling 
round  a  certain  spot  in  the  Phoenix 
Park,  Dublin,  opposite  the  Viceregal 
Lodge,  offering  for  sale  to  tourists  photo- 
graphs and  various  other  articles  pur- 
porting to  be  souvenirs  of  the  occurrence 
of  the  6th  of  May,  1882,  and  that  the 
Council  of  the  County  of  Dublin  have 
passed  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Board 
of  Works  to  put  a  stop  to  these  proceed- 
ings ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  urge 
the  Board  of  Works  to  take  action  in 
this  matter. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  is  a  fact  that 
hawkers  and  other  persons  of  this  class 
are  in  the  habit  of  congregating  on  the 
spot  indicated,  and  also  at  other  points 
in  the  Park.  I  will  look  into  the  matter 
and  see  whether  it  is  practicable  to  take 
action. 

Irish  Poor  Law  Medical  Oflcers. 
♦Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  IreUnd  whether  the  Vice- 
regal Commission  appointed  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  the  question  of  the 
amalgamation  of  Irish  Poor  Law  unions 
and  other  questions  have  power  to  inquire 
into  the  grievances  of  Poor  Law  medical 
officers  in  the  matter  of  salaries,  hoUdays, 
and  lomm  tenens  ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  ex- 
plain why  the  Commission  refused  evi- 
dence tendered  by  medical  men  on  this 
point ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  qualified  medical  officers 
for  certain  unions  where  vacancies  now 
exist,  because  of  the  insufficient  salaries 
offered,  he  proposes  to  direct  the  Com- 
mission to  invite  evidence  on  these 
questions  which  affect  medical  officers. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Commission 
will  consider  the  general  question  of  the 
amalgamation  of  unions  and  other 
reforms  in  Irish  Poor  Law  Administra- 
tion, which  are  indicated  in  the  published 
warrant  constituting  the  Commission. 
The  deliberations  of  the  Commission  have 
been  Umited  in  their  scope  with  a  view 
to  the  completion  of  the  necessary 
inquiries  in  the  shortest  possible  time, 
and  to  the  avoidance  of  matter,  such 
as  the  grievances  of  ti.e  medical  officers, 
which  are  regarded  as  highly  conten- 
tious.     These  grievances  cian    only  be 
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remedied  at  the  ratepayer's  expense,  and 
«  more  suitable  opportunity  for  consider- 
ing them  will  arise  when  the  Commission 
referred  to  has  made  its  Report. 

Irish  Petty  Sessions  Cleric 
Mk.  M ACVEAGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  has  issued  any  instructions 
regarding  the  retirement  of  petty 
session  clerks  and  the  age  limit ;  and,  if 
so,  are  clerks  included  who  are  compe- 
tent to  discharge  their  duties  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  justices,  and  are  the 
justices  to  be  consulted  when  such  re- 
tirements are  contemplated  as  to  the 
competency  and  efficiency  of  their  clerks ; 
and,  if  clerks  who  are  efficient,  and 
whose  seryices  are  over  twenty  years, 
are  retired  compulsorily,  will  he  state 
on  what  scale  their  pensions  are  calcu- 
lated, and  whether  any  additional  expense 
will  be  thrown  on  the  county. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Lord  lieu- 
tenant  has  made  a  rule  prescribing  that 
petty  sessions  clerks  appointed  subse- 
quently to  the  20th  April  last  shall  be 
retired  on  reaching  the  a^e  of  seventy 
years.  Clerks  appointed  before  that  date, 
on  reaching  the  age  of  seventy,  will  be 
continued  in  office  from  year  to  year  so 
tong  as  they  prove  efficimat.  The  pensions 
of  clerks  wiU,  as  heretofore,  be  calculated 
on  the  ordinary  Civil  Service  scale.  No 
additional  expense  wiH  be  involved  by 
the  rule  in  question. 

Ballaghaline  Fishery  Pier. 
'  Mil  WILLIAM  EEDMOND  (Clare, 
Et) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief.  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
his.  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Clare  County  Council 
to  the  effect  that  the  county  contribu- 
tion towards  the  erection  of  Ballaghaline 
Fishery  Pier  should  be  increased  by  X50 
to  secure  his  offer  of  £100,  in  addition 
to  the  sum  of  £200  ahready  voted  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  for  this 
WDrk  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  make 
good  the  promise  he  made  in  reference 
to  this  matter. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  cost  of  the 
erection  of  a  boat  slip  at  this  place  is 
estimated  at  £400.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  offered  in  February  last  to 


contribute  one-half  the  cost.  I  have  no 
recollection  of  a  promise  to  contribute 
any  sum  in  addition. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  hope 
I  have  a  copy  of  the  letter.  Still  it  is 
the  fact  that  the  promise  was  made. 

Arms  and  Anmmnition  Licences  in 
North  Tippeiary. 

Mr.  p.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  be 
will  state  on  what  basis  of  calculation 
.and  expediency  resident  magistrates 
in  Ireland  issue  licences  for  the  sale 
of  arms  and  ammunition  in  the  various 
towns  and  districts ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  as  regards  North  Tipperary,  Nenagh, 
the  capitud  town,  with  a  population  of 
4,722,  and  a  district  population  of  24,932, 
is  restricted  to  two  licences  for  the  pur- 
pose, while  Borrisokane,  with  the  minimum 
population  of  666,  is  allowed  to  have 
three  vendors ;  that  Rosere,  with  a  popu- 
lation less  than  half  that  of  Nenagh,  is 
provided  with  three  or  mdre ;  that 
Thurles,  less  than  Nenagh,  with  three  or 
four;  and  Tipperary  Town,  but  a  little 
larger  population  than  Nenagh,  has  six 
licences  for  the  sale  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  see  his 
way  to  consider  the  case  of  Mr.  James 
Harkness,  of  Nenagh,  the  son  of  a  former 
military  armourer,  with  a  view  to  his 
being  granted  a  licence  to  carry  on  this 
business,  to  which  he  has  been  brought  up, 
seeing  that  against  his  character  no 
charge  has  been  made. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  issue  of  licences 
for  the  sale  of  arms  and  ammunition  is 
vested  by  statute  in  the  discretion  of  the 
resident  magistrate  of  the  district,  and  is 
not  regulal^  solely  by  considerations 
such  as  are  suggested  in  the  Question. 
Every  application  is  considered  on  its 
merits,  and  in  determining  whether  a 
licence  shall  be  ^t^v^ted,  the  licensing 
officer  is  influenced  by  the  character  and 
fitness  of  the  applicant  as  well  as  by  con- 
siderations aflecting  the  requirements  of 
the  district.  In  the  present  case  the 
county  inspector,  and  also  the  local  police, 
reported  adversely  on  Mr.  James  Hark- 
ness, and  were  of  opinion  tiuit  he  was 
not  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  en- 
trusted with  a  vendor's  licence.  The 
resident  magistrate  thereupon  declined 
to  give  him  a  Ucence. 
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What  were  the 
reasona  given  in  the  adverse  Report  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  One  was  that  Mr. 
Harkneas  was  very  lax  in  making  Re- 
turns. 

Mr.  p.  J.  O'BRIEN :  I  shaU  be  com- 
pelled to  raise  a  debate  on  this  Question. 

Irish  National  Library. 
♦Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  complaint  of  the  trustees  of  the 
National  Library  of  Ireland  as  to  the 
unsatisfactory  lighting  of  the  reading 
room ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  this  room  is  largely  resorted  to  in 
the  evening,  as  shown  by  the  figures 
given  in  the  same  and  previous  Reports, 
steps  will  be  taken  during  the  current 
year  to  substitute  for  the  old  arc  lights 
now  in  use  some  newer  form  of  artificial 
lighting. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Eluot,  Dur- 
ham) :  I  have  seen  the  Reports  referred 
to.  I  am  informed  that  the  Hghting  of 
the  reading  room  of  the  National  Library 
is  no  doubt  capable  of  improvement 
either  by  the  substitution  for  the  old 
arc  lights  now  in  use  of  newer  arc  lights 
or  o!  incandescent  lights,  but  the 
question  is  complicated  by  the  limits  of 
power  of  the  boilers  and  engines  from 
which  the  present  light  is  obtained. 
The  question  will  be  looked  into  before 
the.  Estimates  for  next  year  are  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament. 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry. 
Mr.  MACVEAGH  :  I  bee  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  can  state  if  the  Cabinet 
inquiry  into  the  fiscal  system  will  include 
inquiry  into  the  effects  of  the  present 
fiscal  system  upon  Ireland,  considered 
as  a  separate  entity;  and  whether  he 
can  state  if  any,  and,  if  so,  what  steps 
will  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  exports 
and  imports  between  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Of  course  the 
inquiry  means  an  inquiry  into  the 
fiscal  system  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
indtiding  Ireland. 


Mr,  MACVEAGH :  Will  it  apply  to 
Ireland  as  a  separate  fiscal  entity  1 , 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  can  only 
say  it  includes  all  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Licensing  Legislation. 
Sir  CARNE  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelms- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  he  can  now  inform 
the  House  as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  with  reference  to  the 
question  of  brewers'  licences. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON:  Perhaps 
at  the  same  time  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  will  answer  my  Question  on 
the  same  subject. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes;  the  two 
Questions  are  almost  identical  The 
events  which  gave  rise  to  a  widespread 
feeling  of  insecurity  on  the  part  of 
English  licence*holders,  and  which  have 
caused  many  of  them  to  be  deprived 
of  their  prop^ty  through  no  fault  of 
their  own,  took  place  subsequently  to 
the  meeting  of  Pluiiament  and  the 
settlement  of  the  legislative  programme 
for  the  year.  It  was  therefore  impossible 
to  deal  with  the  tubject  in  the  course 
of  the  present  session ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  take  it  up  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  after  the 
re-assembung  of  Parliament. 

Sir  W.  hart  DYJKE  .  (Kent,  Dart- 
ford)  :  May  I  ask  whether  the  proposed 
Bill  will  provide  a  safeguard  against 
or  remedy  for  any  confiscation  of  licensed 
property  consequential  to  proceedings 
taken  at  the  annual  brewster  sessions  in 
February  next 

Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich) :  May  I 
ask  whether  any  proposal  that  may  be 
brought  forward  would  occlude  the 
claims  of  brewers  for  any  imaginary 
loan  that  may  be  on  a  house  1 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON:  May  I 
ask  whether  the  Bill  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  foreshadowed  is  to 
be  confined  entirely  to  the  matter  he 
has  mentioned,  or  is  it  to  be  a  general 
licensing  Bill  % 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  it 
would  be  inexpedient,  and  the  House 
will  probably  take  the  same  view,  to 
attempt  to  foreshadow  the  details  of 
the  Bill,  whose  general  object  I  think 
I  have  very  explicitly  stated  to  the 
House.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  for 
Woolwich  will  accept  that  as  an  answer 
to  his  Question.  With  regard  to  the 
Question  of  my  right  hon.  friend,  he  will 
bear  in  mind  tlmt  no  licences  can  be 
withheld  by  the  brewster  sessions  with- 
out an  appeal  to  quarter  sessions;  and 
I  should  hope  that  in  the  interval  that 
must  elapse  between  those  two  events 
the  House  will  be  able  to  express  its 
views  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee): May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  will  consider  the  propriety 
of  raising  the  price  of  licences  to  a  levd 
corresponding  to  the   monopoly  value? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:.  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  very  wise  for  me  to  say  what 
I  shall,  or  shall  not  consider  in  dealing 
with  this  difficult  problem;  but  no 
doubt  any  suggestion  the  hon.  Member 
may  make  will  receive  due  consideration. 

The  Fiscal  Inquiry. 
Mr.  MANSFIELD:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  the 
Government  prepared  a  list  of 
manufactured  articles  imported  to  this 
country  under  conditions  that  enable 
them  to  be  sold  under  cost  price ;  and, 
if  so,  will  the  list  be  published. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  the 
Board  of  Trade  wilt  be  in  a  position  at 
no  distant  date  to  publish  a  good  many 
Returns  and  tables  which  they  are 
preparing.  I  do  not  think  much  would 
be  gained  by  attempting  to  anticipate 
the  contents  of  these  taUes. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  Do  the 
Government  propose  to  present  to  the 
House  before  it  rises  any  of  the  results 
of  their  inquiry  which  have  already 
been  arrived  at  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  should 
doubt  whether  any  of  these  tables  will 
be  ready.  A  block  of  them  will  be 
published  together,  and  I  do  not  think 


anything  would  be  gained,  eyen  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  by  attempting  to  hurry 
some  of  them  on  so  as  to  have  them 
ready  before  the  House  rises. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  WUl  anything  be 
published  during  the  recess  or  shcJl  we 
nave  to  wait  till  the  House  re-assembles  f 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  will 
be  publications  long  before  the  House 
meets  again— indeed,  I  hope  at  no  distant 
date  after  the  House  rises. 

Sale  of  Batter  Bill. 
Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Sale  of 
Butter  Bill  was  demanded  by  agri- 
culturibts  and  the  provision  trade  of 
the  United  Kingdom  as  being  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  and  also  of  com- 
mercial morality ;  and  whether  he  is 
grepared  to  give  an  assurance  that  the 
rovernment  intend  early  next  session 
to  introduce  and  pass  through  Parlia- 
ment a  Bill  on  similar  lines  to  that 
which  has  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  aware 
that  there  is  much  interest  taken  in  this 
Bill  by  a  large  section  of  the  agricultural 
community,  although  I  believe  there  is 
a  section  among  the  agricultural 
community  which  opposes  it.  I  shall 
very  favourably  consider  the  possibility 
of  passing  it  into  law  next  session ;  but 
I  hardly  like  to  give  more  pledges  than 
I  have  already  given  with  regard  to 
legislation  for  next  year,  lest  we  should 
find  ourselves  involved  in  a  premature 
discussion  of  the  King's  Speech. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  BRYCE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  what  Bills  he  pro- 
poses to  take  this  evening  after  Suppljr 
IS  concluded.  Would  it  not  be  oonvem- 
ent  and  more  in  accord  with  the  spirit  of 
our  rules  to  take  Reports  of  Supply  mstead 
of  other  business  if  Supply  itself  is  con- 
cluded before  twelve  o'clock  t  I  assume  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  take  the 
Su^  Convention  Bill.  I  would  also  like 
to  know  whether  there  is  any  question  of 
going  on  with  the  Port  of  London  Bill, 
and  what  Bills  would  be  taken  to-morrow 
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after  the  Committee  stage  of  the  Motor- 
car Billy  so  that  hon.  Members  may  know 
whether  there  is  any  possibility  of  going 
week-ending,  a  phrase  which  we  owe,  I 
believe,  to  the  right  hon.  (rentlemau. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  regard  with 
horror  the  neologism  which  is  imputed  to 
me.  As  to  the  best  method  of  spending 
the  time  up  to  twelve  o'clock,  seeing  that 
there  is  a  certain  amount  of  business  we 
must  get  through,  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  convenient  now  to  introduce  the  inno- 
vation suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, as  it  would  throw  an  additional  strain 
on  the  time  and  health  of  Members.  I 
am  afraid  I  shall  be  obliged  to  ask  the 
House  to  proceed  with  the  Third  Reading 
of  the  Sugar  Convention  Bill  to-night,  and 
after  that  I  propose  to  go  on  with  BiUs 
which  are  considered  of  a  non-controver- 
sial character.  The  Port  of  London  Bill 
will  not  be  taken  this  week. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  When  will  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Cunard  agreement  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  fix  a 
day.     Not  this  week. 

Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state  what 
course  it  is  proposed  to  take  with  regard 
to  the  Port  of  London  Bill  ?  If  it  is  not 
intended  to  take  it  this  session  will  it  be 
carried  over  to  next  session  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  can  only  say 
that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  any 
further  statement  on  the  subject  to-day 
than  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  take  the 
Bill  this  week. 


NEfF  BILLS. 


rtBTURNING  OFFICERS'  EXPENSES 
BILL. 

"To  provide  for  the  payment  of  Re- 
turning Officers'  Expenses  out  of  the 
rates,"  presented  by  Mr.  Herbert 
Samuel;  supported  by  Mr.  Bdl,  Mr. 
Dillon,  Mr.  Charles  Douglas,  Sir  William 
Holland,  Mr.  Jacoby,  Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr. 
J.  W.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Whitley ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednes- 
day next,  and  to  be  printed.    (Bill  314.) 


AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION    IN    ELE- 
MENTARY  8CH00LS  BILL. 

**  For  promoting  Agricultural  Educa- 
tion and  nature  study  in  public  ele- 
mentary schools,"  presented  by  Mr.  Jesse 
Collings ;  supported  by  Sir  John  Kenna- 
way,  Mr.  Rothschild,  Mr.  Seymour 
Ormsby-Gore,  Mr.  Flower,  Mr.  Spear, 
Mr.  Morrell,  Colonel  Webb,  and  Sir 
Fortescue  Flannery  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.    (Bill  315.) 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (SUPPLY). 
Ordered,  That  on  this  day,  notwith- 
Danding  anything  in  Standing  Order 
15,  Business  other  than  Business  of 
Supply  may  be  taken  before  Midnight, 
and  Business  in  Committee  or  Proceed- 
ings on  Report  of  Supply  may  be  taken 
after  midnight. — {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 


SUPPLY  [22nd  Allotted  Day]. 
(Considered  in  Committee.) 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  ih  the  Chair.] 

CIVIL  SERVICES    AJ^D    REVENUE   DE- 
PARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 

Class  II« 

1.  £116,499,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
stepartment  of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction,  Ireland. 

♦xMb.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) 
said  he  wished  to  direct  attention  to  the 
condition  of  the  National  Library  of 
Ireland.  The  growth  of  the  Library 
during  the  last  quarter  of  the  century  had 
been  great.  In  1878,  the  attendance 
numbered  only  27,000;  but  in  a  few 
years  afterwards,  when  the  Library  was 
transferred  to  the  present  building,  the 
attendance  increased  to  50,000,  and  now 
numbered  about  150,000.  He  had  no 
detailed  knowledge  as  to  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  volumes;  but  it  would 
probably  be  found  to  be  at  least  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
readers.  The  July  bequest  alone  had 
added  some  20,000  volumes,  besides  an 
immense    mass   of    pamphlets,    prints, 
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and  MSS.  What  had  been  done 
by  the  Irish  Government  and  the  Trea- 
sury to  meet  the  growing  demands  of 
this  institution?  It  was  perfectly  true 
that  from  year  to  year  a  little  had  been 
done.  For  instance,  the  Treasury  had 
given  a  Vote  of  £200— in  answer  to  the 
repeated  requests  of  the  Trustees— for  the 
purposeof  cataloguing.  That  amount  had 
now  been  paid  for  four  years^  and  he 
hoped  it  would  continue  as  long  as  it  was 
required,  as  the  work  of  cataloguing  was 
by  no  means  completed.  The  work  fell 
into  arrear  because  of  the  permanent 
under-staffing  of  the  Library.  The  grati- 
tude which  the  trustees  showed  for 
small  favours  was  almost  pathetic.  They 
referred  in  their  lust  Report  to  twenty 
additional  electric  lamps,  and  similar 
small  improvements  such  as  no  member 
of  the  Committee  would  hesitate  for  a 
moment  in  ordering  any  day  for  his 
private  library,  should  they  chance  to 
be  required. 

The  grievances  complained  of  fell 
under  three  beads.  Firstly,  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  of  the  Library  were 
not  on  a  proper  footing;  secondly, 
the  staff  was  entirely  insufScient;  and 
thirdly,  the  new  wing,  which  was  so  long 
projected,  had  never  been  built.  As 
regarded  the  staff,  he  might  mention 
that,  two  very  valuable  pamphlets— one 
a  first  edition  of  Fitzgerald's  Rubdiydt 
of  Omar  Khayyam,  and  the  other  Shelley's 
"  Address  to  the  Irish  People  "—were 
discovered  and  brought  to  the  librarian 
by  an  attendant  ^who  was  in  receipt 
of  only  fifteen  shillings  per  week 
or  thereabouts.  That  showed  that  the 
duties  of  the  attendants  were  very 
responsible  indeed^  and  that  they  ought 
to  be  remunerated  accordingly.  Then, 
as  to  under-staffing,  he  would  compare 
the  staffs  of  the  British  Museum  and  the 
South  Kensington  Art  Library  with  the 
staff  at  the  National  Library.  In  1900 
the  attendances  at  the  National  Library 
were  1 48,000.  The  staff  consisted  of  one 
librarian,  two  assistants,  and  twdve 
library  attendants.  The  attendances  at 
the  British  Museum  were  188,000,  or 
only  40,000  more;  but  the  staff  con- 
sisted of  twenty-eight  officers  and  fifty 
library  attendants.  The  attendances  at 
the  South  Kensington  Art  Library  were 
only  23,000;  and  there  the  staff  con- 
sisted of  one  keeper  and  five  assistants, 
Mr,  Hugh  Law. 


as  well  as  a  number  of  attendants.  Then 
as  to  the  lighting  of  the  Library,  he 
found,  when  he  r«td  there  a  great  deal 
some  years  ago,  that  the  lighting  was 
extremely  bad,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
be  improved.  The  new  wing  was  very 
badly  wanted;  at  present  there  was 
no  place  in  which  books  could  be  un- 
packed. He  had  noticed  great  piles  of 
wooden  boxes  blocking  up  one  side  of 
the  entrance  hall,  and  he  had  only 
I  recently  discovered  that  they  contained 
1  volumes  sent  by  an  American  scientific 
[  society,  which  could  not  even  be  unpacked 
simply  because  there  was  no  room. 
Further,  the  .Library  required  a  news- 
paper department,  a  map  department,  & 
patents-consultation  department,  a  manu- 
script room,  and  a  cataloguing  room. 
The  trustees  had  over  ana  over  again 
ur^ed  the  necessity  of  completing  the 
building,  and  he  earnestly  hoped  it 
might  be  possible  to  make  the  necessary 
provision  in  the  Estimates  for  that  pur- 
pose next  year.  He  also  hoped  that 
there  would  be  a  real  change  of  spirit  on 
the  part  of  the  Irish  Government  and 
the  Treasury  in  dealing  with  the  Library. 
He  thought  they  ought  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  Trustees  in  a  very  different 
spirit  to  that  which  they  had  shown  in 
the  past ;  and  he  would  suggest  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  might  be 
well  to  consider  whether  the  Estimate 
for  the  Library  should  be  taken  from 
its  present  position  as  a  sub-head 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 

gut  in  an  independent  position  of  its  own 
[owever  that  might  be,  he  would  urge 
upon  the  Treasury  the  necessity  of 
dealing  in  a  very  different  spirit  with 
the  growing  demands  of  the  Library,  even 
when  all  the  specific  departments  re- 
ferred to  had  been  remedied.  It  ought 
to  be  recognised  that  the  Library  had 
done  extraordinary  good  work  in  Dublin. 
It  was  one  of  the  few  institutions  which 
were  thoroughly  popular,  and  many 
people  who  were  debarred  from  the 
benefits  of  University  education  found 
their  best  chance  in  the  reading-rooms 
of  obtaining  some  of  that  culture  which 
Cardinal  Newman  had  declared  to  be 
the  aim  and  purpose  of  University 
education. 

♦Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  a)  said  he  Lad 
great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  appeal 
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made  by  the    hon.   Member   for  West 
Donegal.      The    right  hon.  G-entleman 
the  Chief  Secretary,  as  far  back  as  6th 
April,  had    promised  that    the    whole 
matter  would  be  considered  on  the  next 
year's  Estimates  but  the  hon.  Member 
lor  West    Donegal    had,    nevertheless^ 
done  a  great    public   aervice  by  adfer- 
tising  what    had   been  done  by  this  in- 
stitution.     In     DubUn    t::e     National 
library  filled   the  same  position  as  the 
British  Museum    in   this  country,    but 
it     had    not     a   right  to    a    copy    of 
all     the    books     published,    and  conse- 
quently it  was  only  enabled  to    go  on 
with    the    assistance   of    the  Treasury. 
There    was    no  reason  now   why    the 
Treasury  should  not  build  the  east  wing 
of    the  Library.      It  appeared    in  the 
original  plans,  and  was  only  dropped  in 
1884  on  the  ground  of  economy.    The 
staff,  though  inadequate,  had  done  its 
work   extremely  weU,  and  had  always 
worked  to  the  utmost  in  its  power,  but 
it  was  ridiculous  that  a  national  institu- 
iton  of  this  kind  should  be  crippled  for 
want   of    a  few  additional    attendants. 
The  inadequacy  of  the  accommodation 
was  shown  by  the  fact  that  when  some 
years   ago    an  offer  was  made  by  the 
American  Pat(  nt  Office  to  supply  copies 
of  all  specifications   for    patents,   that 
offer  had  to  be  declined.    The  east  wing 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  storage 
of  newspapers.  Ordnance  Survey  maps 
and     patent     specifications.       In    Ire- 
land there  was  no  Patent  Office,  and  the 
only  place  in  which  to  follow  up  patents 
was    the  National  Library,  and  there 
was  now  absolutely   no  room  to  store 
the  specifications  of  new  patents,  Ameri- 
can as    well  as   English.    If  Irish  in- 
Tentors  were  to  be  given  a  chance,  some 
extension    must    be   made  in    order  to 
store  all  those  new  patent  specification^. 
It    had    been    pointed  out    that  tfae 
National  Library  was  almost  a  Univer- 
sity institution.    One  of  the  great  move- 
ments   in  Ireland  at  the  present  time 
was  the  culture  of  the  Irish  language, 
and  be  might  mention,  as  an  example  of 
what  was  being  done  by  voluntary  c^ort, 
that  classes  in  Irish  philology  were  con- 
ducted    by     Professor     Strachan      of 
Manchester  during   the  past  month  in 
Dublin.    He  was  glad  to  bear  tribute  to 
the     excellence   of     Mr.     Lyster^    the 
librarian.      He    was   one  of    the   best 


officials  he  knew  in  Ireland,  and  was 
desirous,  he  was  quite  certain,  of  having 
a  complete  collection  of  the  works  of 
Irish  philologists,  such  at  Zimmer, 
Pedersen  and  other  Continental  scholars, 
but  he  had  neither  the  means  nor  the 
room  at  his  disposal.  If  Irish 
scholarship  was  to  keep  ahead  in  this 
ntellectuai  movement  into  which  so 
many  of  the  young  men  and  women  of 
Ireland  were  throwing  themselves  with 
so  much  energy,  it  was  necessary  that 
the  National  Library,  if  it  was  to  con- 
tinue its  great  work,  should  be  complete 
in  this  matter.  He  hoped  the  Com^ 
mittee  would  receive  a  specific  assurance 
that  there  would  be  a  fair  and  full 
settlement  with  regard  to  the  points 
put  by  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
West  Donegal. 

Thb  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE 
LAND    (Mr.   WyndHam.    Dover)    said 
it  was  perfectly  true  that  the  Library 
was  annually  visited  by  a  larger  number 
of  students,  and  was  becoming  the  centre 
of  intellectual  life  of   the  whole  of  Ire- 
land.    Such  an   institution,  embracing 
so  large  a  circle  of  intellectual  life,  would, 
he  was  sure,   be  regarded  by  his  right 
hon.   friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer with  a  friendly  eye.    Something 
had  been  done,  as  the  hon.  Member  had 
admitted.        The    Member    for    West 
Donegal   raised,  in   the  first  place,  the 
specific  question  of  salaries  of  keepers, 
servants,  and  staff  generally.     With   re- 
gard to  that  a  departmental  inquiry  had 
been  appointed  with  the  consent  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Committee  had  now 
finished  its  inquiries.    When  their  report 
was  received,  it  would  be  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  Treasury  with  a  view  to 
whatever  was  possible  being  done.    More 
than  that  he  could  not  at  present  say. 
The  question  of  the  salaries  of  the  staff 
would  be  considered  in  the  light  of  that 
report.    There  was  undoubtedly  a  lack 
of  space  and  overcrowding,  but  he  hoped 
it  would  be  partly  relieved  by  the  new 
buildings  which  would,  he  trusted,  be 
erected  this  year.    Attention   had  been 
directed    to    the    dangerous  proximity 
to  the  museum  of  workshops  in  which  a 
considerable    quantity    of    timber    was 
stored,  and  steps,  with  a   view  U>  the 
removal  of  those  workshops,  would  be 
taken  in  connection  with  the  scheme 
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for  the  new  College  of  Science.  From 
these  remarks  hon.  Members  would  see 
that  the  Government  had  not  been 
neglectful  of  interests  of  this  kind  in 
Ireland.  A  large  sum  of  money  was  to 
be  devoted  to  the  building  of  the  new 
College  of  Science,  which,  when  completed, 
would  add  to  the  group  of  notable 
buildings  of  which  the  Nation  d  Library 
formed  a  part.  He  agreed  with  all  that 
had  been  said  as  to  the  useful  parts  a 
National  Library  could  play,  and  when 
these  new  buildings  were  erected  Dublin 
would  have  a  sort  of  informal  university 
of  arts  and  literature,  and  he  knew  of 
no  country  which  was  likely  to  take 
greater  advantage  of  such  facilities  than 
Ireland.  Everybody  rejoiced  at  the 
many  awakening  movements  of  an 
intellectual  character  in  Ireland,  and  he 
agreed  that  those  movements  should,  as 
far  as  might  be  desirable,  be  concentrated 
around  the  National  Library  and  the 
institutions  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Whether  the  National  Library  should  be 
taken  out  of  this  Vote  and  placed 
under  a  separate  heading  was  a  matter 
forconsider -cion,  but  he  doubted  whether 
any  advantage  would  accrue  from  such 
a  change.  That  agriculture  was  not 
incompatible  with  literature  was  shown 
by  the  fact  that  one  of  Sir  H.  Plunkett's 
assistants  was  not  only  eminent  in  that 
field,  but  held  in  high  esteem  as  a  poet. 
He  could  say  nothing  further  until  he 
received  the  report  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  but  he  would  be  very  glad  if  it 
was  found  possible  to  do  something  next 
year  to  add  to  the  undoubted  useful ne.-s 
of  the  National  Library. 


*Mk.  HUGH  LAW  asked  whether  the 
expenditure  referred  to  contemplated  a 
scheme  anything  Uke  that  of  the  com* 
pletion  of  the  east  wing. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  should  think 
not. 

*Mr.  HUGH  LAW  asked  what  par- 
ticular  purpose  it  was  intended  to  serve. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  could  not 
add  anything  further,  but  he  anticipated 
that  the  overcrowding  would  be  partially 
removed. 

Mr,  fFyndham. 


♦Mr.  HUGH  LAW  said  the  suggestion 
that  this  particular  sub-head  should  be 
removed  from  the  Vote  for  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  was  not  the  essence  of  his 
remarks.  His  point  was  that  there  might 
be  an  advantage  in  making  the  Library 
autonomous,  so  that  it  could  deal  directly 
with  the  Board  of  Works,  the  Treasury, 
or  other  Government  Departments. 

*Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  Co.,  Ossory) 
urged  that  the  Department  should  not 
only  see  to  the  training  of  hands  in 
different  directions,  but  also  endeavour  to 
promote  industries  for  the  employment 
of  those  hands  when  trained.  The  D.  - 
partment  had  now  been  at  work  for  four 
years,  but  emigration  was  still  increasing. 
Hands  were  trained,  but  there  was  no 
market  at  home  for  their  labour,  and 
consequently  they  were  going  to  foreign 
countries  in  increasing  volume.  He 
desired  to  enter  a  strong  protest 
against  members  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  delivering  anti-Home  Rule 
speeches  when  travelling  about  the 
country  in  their  official  capacity.  Such 
proceedings  offended  the  susceptibiUties 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  population,  who 
believed  that  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment could  be  thoroughly  efficient  only 
when  controlled  by  a  domestic  Parlia- 
ment. It  was  really  a  scandal  that 
members  of  that  body  should  make  such 
speeches.  Another  point  was  that  Irish- 
men were  practically  boycotted  in  connec- 
tion  with  positions  under  the  Department. 
To  secure  appointment  it  was  necessary 
for  a  man  to  be  of  any  nationality  except 
Irish.  That  was  a  state  of  things  which 
ought  to  be  at  once  remedied,  as  it  was 
a  stigma  upon  the  national  character. 
With  regard  to  tobacco  growing,  the 
Department  had  done  very  well.  He 
hoped  the  investigations  and  experiments 
would  be  carried  further,  and  that  wha^ 
ever  reasonable  expense  they  involved 
would  becheerfidly  met  by  the  Treasury. 
The  last  question  he  desired  to  raise 
was  one  of  serious  importance  to  the 
agricultural  industrv — viz.,  the  question 
of  railway  and  canal  freights.  An  agree- 
ment or  understanding — he  might  almost 
say  a  conspiracy — had  been  arrived  at 
between  the  railway  and  canal  com- 
panies to  raise  the  carriage  rates. 
Formerly  the  canal  rates  were  25  per 
cent,  below  those  of  the  railway,  but  they 
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were  now  equalised,  and  the  railway  com- 
panies paid  the  canal  companies  a  bonus 
to  cover  any  loss  they  might  sustain 
through  the  increased  rates.  This  state 
of  things  ought  not  to  be  allowed  in  a 
country  whose  only  industry— agriculture 
— was  labouring  under  such  great  difK- 
culties,  and  he  hoped  the  matter  would 
be  strictly  inquired  into. 

Mr.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  E.)  said  be  de- 
sired to  call  attention  to  the  inequality 
in  regard  to  railway  rates  in  Ireland.  The 
town  of  Killarney  was  on  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway,  but  goods 
could  be  procured  cheaper  in  the  town  of 
Tralee,  although  that  place  was  twenty 
miles  further  from  Dublin  than  Killarney. 
He  agreed  with  what  his  hon.  friend  had 
said  with  regard  to  the  appointment^  of 
Scotsmen  and  Englishmen  to  teach  the 
Irish  people  dairy  work  and  butter-mak- 
ing. He  had  come  across  some  of  those 
inspectors,  and  it  was  amusing  to  listen 
to  them  theorising  upon  the  best  methods 
to  be  adopted  for  the  promotion  of  agricul- 
ture. When  the  Gk)vernment  did  appoint 
a  person  of  Iiish  nationality  they  gener- 
ally displayed  favouritism.  In  regard  to 
one  appointment,  the  Kerry  County 
Council  su^ested  an  examination,  and 
the  County  0>uncil  were  desirous  of  being 
associated  with  the  Department  in  the 
conduct  of  that  examination.  The 
Department,  however,  objected  to  this. 
The  examination  was  held,  and  two 
candidates  were  found  capable  of  ful- 
filling the  requirements  of  the  position. 
One  of  these  candidates  was  favoured 
by  the  Department,  and  consequently 
the  officials  did  everything  they  could 
to  discredit  the  other  candidate.  At 
the  examination  the  candidate  who  was 
not  favoured  by  the  Department  passed 
a  brilliant  and  better  examination 
than  the  other  one,  and  was  far  more 
fitted  for  the  position  than  the  candidate 
whom  the  Department  favoured.  Never 
theless,  when  the  result  was  certified  to 
the  Kerry  County  Council  it  was  asserted 
that  the  two  candidates  were  equal.  In 
the  end  the  County  Council  appointed 
the  best  candidate,  with  the  result  that 
all  her  lectures  had  been  most  useful. 
Such  instances  could  be  multiplied  time 
after  time,  and  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  try  and  stamp  out  the 
spirit  of  sectarianism  which  had  been  dis- 
played in  connection  with  this  question. 

VOL.  CXXVn.    [Fourth  Series.] 


He  noticed  in  the  Estimates  items  of 
£1,340  and  £1,000  for  enumerators  and 
collectors  of  agricultural  statistics.  He 
wished  to  know  who  received  that  money. 
Was  it  paid  to  the  police  ?  If  so,  they 
were  not  very  good  authorities  on  agri- 
cultural questions,  and  the  money  would 
have  been  better  spent  amongst  the  officials 
of  the  local  authorities,  who  were  in  a  far 
better  position  to  supply  the  required 
information.  There  was  also  in  the  list 
an  allowance  made  for  the  collection  of 
fishery  statistics.  Was  that  money  paid 
to  police  pensioners  or  to  land  agents' 
clerks  1  Who  received  that  money  T  He 
did  not  think  that  public  money  should 
be  used  in  this  way.  He  noticed  in  the 
Estimates  that  magnificent  salaries  were 
paid  to  the  higher  officials,  but  when  they 
came  to  deal  with  the  unfortunate  people 
who  had  to  do  technical  and^difficult  work, 
such  as  shorthand  writers  and  typists,  he 
found  that  twenty-three  of  them  were 
asked  to  live  in  Dublin  on  a  salary 
scarcely  over  £A  per  week.  If  those  per- 
sons were  expected  to  present  a  decent 
appearance  and  to  perform  their  work 
skilfully  the  least  the  Government  could 
do  was  to  give  them  an  annual  increment 
and  a  decent  salary.  He  thought  those 
were  matters  which  deserved  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

*Mr.  BOLAND  called  attention  to  the 
threatened  destruction  of  the  bee-keeping 
industry  in  Ireland  in  consequence  of  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease  known  as 
foul  brood.  The  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment had  put  before  it  nearly  two 
years  ago  a  scheme  of  legislation  on  this 
subject,  but  they  had  done  nothing 
whatever  in  the  matter.  He  understood 
that  they  were  in  communication  with 
the  English  Agricultural  Department 
upon  this  question,  but  he  should  like 
to  know  if  some  steps  could  not  be  taken 
before  the  autumn,  either  in  the  form  of 
legislation  or  in  some  other  way  by 
which  this  disease  might  be  stamped 
out. 

The  ATTORNEY- general  bk)r 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.)  gaid  in  reply  to  the  Member  for  South 
Kerry  that  the  Department  had  no  power 
to  destroy  the  bees  complained  of  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  owners.  Unless 
that  consent  was  obtained  they  could  not 
do  an}^ thing  in  the  matter,  for  they  had 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


163      Su;j^ly — Civil  Serinces  and      {COMMONS}       Revenue  Depts,  Estimates,      16i 


no  compulsory  powers,  and  all  they 
could  do  was  to  make  some  arrange- 
ments to  destroy  the  bees  and  compen- 
sate the  owners.  At  the  present  time 
they  were  in  communication  with  the 
£nglish  Agricultural  Department  to  see 
if  some  common  principle  of  action  could 
not  be  taken  with  a  view  to  passing 
legislation  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
these  Departments  in  dealing  with  this 
question.  With  regard  to  the  objection 
that  the  education  given  had  not  been 
such  as  was  desired  by  the  require- 
ments of  the  locality,  the  hon.  Member 
knew  perfectly  well  that  the  Agricultural 
Department  acted  in  this  matter  in 
entire  9oncurrence  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  local  Committee  of  the 
County  CouncjL 

Mr.  DELANY  :  Yes,  and  very  often 
the  Department  override  their  decisions. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Department  to  start  a  scheme 
against  the  wishes  of  the  bodies  who 
supplied  the  funds.  They  must  consult 
the  County  Council,  and  they  could  pre- 
vent any  scheme  being  carried  out  of 
which  they  disapprove.  With  regard  to 
official  appointments,  it  had  been  asserted 
that  Irishmen  were  almost  boycotted,  and 
that,  practically,  **no  Irish  need  apply." 
In  that  view  the  hon.  Member  was 
entirely  mistaken,  because  there  was  the 
greatest  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  employ  Irishmen  wherever  it 
was  possible,  but  their  first  duty  was  to 
appoint  persons  whom  they  thought 
were  the  most  competent.  It  should  not 
be  overlooked  that  the  efficiency  of 
technical  education  had  advanced  much 
further  in  Scotland  and  England  than 
in  Ireland.  It  was  only  because  the  De- 
partment could  not  find  men  in  Ireland 
as  fit  to  teach  in  respect  of  qualifications 
as  they  could  find  in  the  sister  countries 
that  they  had  been  compelled  to  employ 
natives  of  Scotland  and  England,  while 
they  were  only  too  anxious  to  appoint 
Irishmen  if  they  had  been  able  to  find 
persons  qualified.  He  hoped  that  that 
state  of  things  would  rapidly  change, 
and  that  by  means  of  the  technical  edu- 
cation which  was  now  being  given  Irish- 
men would  be  found  fit  and  trained  for 
those  different  posts.  Irishmen  would 
undoubtedly  get  the  preference  over  those 
of  any  other  country. 

Mr,  Atkinson. 


The  hon.  Member  had  complimented 
the  Department  on  having  made^ 
an  effort  to  do  something  in  another 
matter,  namely,  to  test  the  question 
whether  tobacco  could  be  grown, 
in  Ireland  of  a  character  which  would 
be  really  profitable  and  marketable,  and 
able  to  take  a  stand  side  by  side  with 
tobacco  imported  from  foreign  countries. 
Everybody  could  see  that  unless  they 
could  grow  such  a  commodity  as  would 
demand  a  sale  in  the  market,  there  was 
no  use  wasting  monev  on  a  hopeless 
effort  of  that  kind.  Ezperiiuents  had 
been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  they 
were  being  made  now,  and  he  hoped  that 
very  soon  they  would  be  able  to  say 
whether,  in  point  of  fact,  this  was  a  real 
practical  purpose  that  could  be  usefully 
pursued.  If  it  was  not,  then  it  should  be 
abandoned.  If  it  was,  it  should  be  en- 
couraged and  pursued  in  every  way  so 
as  to  permit  of  the  growth  of  the 
tobacca  The  hon.  Member  also  referred 
to  the  question  of  railway  rates.  That 
was  a  question  to  which  allusion  was 
frequently  made  in  debates  on  Irish 
affairs.  It  was  most  desirable,  of  course^ 
that  the  railway  companies  should,  by 
charging  onlv  reasonable  rates,  give 
facilities  for  the  transport  of  agricultural 
produce.  Still,  it  must  be  remembered^ 
on  the  other  side,  that  they  must  not 
carry  that  thing  too  far,  so  as  to  prevent 
capital  from  getting  its  legitimate  re- 
compense. If  they  really  lowered  rates 
and  cut  down  the  profits  of  railways  so 
low  that  capital  would  not  be  employed, 
there  would  be  no  extension  of  the  rail- 
way system  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
Was  Section  17  ever  given  effect  to  1 

Mr,  ATKINSON  said  he  was  coming 
to  that.  The  course  the  Department 
took  was  this.  Wherever  specific  com- 
plaints were  made,  the  Department  in- 
variably put  themselves  in  communica- 
tion with  the  company  against  whom 
the  complaints  were  made.  They  en- 
deavoured, by  negotiation,  to  induce  the 
company  to  make  some  alteration  in 
their  fares  and  rates  to  meet  the  com- 
plaint, even  where  they  had  no  compul- 
sory power  to  bring  them  before  the 
Railway  Commissioners  with  the  view  of 
having  a  decision  as  to  the  legality  or 
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illegality  of  the  rates  in  force  in  Ireland. 
Thej  had  succeeded  in  a  number  of  in- 
stances in  inducing  the  railway  com- 
Sanies  to  make  changes  in  their  mode  of 
oing  business  in  order  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  people  who  complained. 
In  a  number  of  cases  the  companies  had 
not  yielded  to  the  remonstrances.  The 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Company 
were  brought  before  the  Railway  and 
Canal  Commissioners. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  And 
they  brought  over  English  counsel  to  do 
it. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  They  succeeded  at 
all  eyents. 


MR.T.  M. 

succeeded. 


HEALY :  The  local  traders 


Mr.  ATKINSON:  The  local  traders 
succeeded,  but  the  case  was  brought  for- 
ward by  the  Department. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  The  local  traders 
succeeded  on  their  own  arguments  and 
,  on  their  own  merits,  without  any  thanks 
to  the  Board. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  said  that  was  not 
his  information.  The  function  of  the 
Commissioners  was  not  to  enable  the 
public  to  obtain  modifications  or  altera- 
tions inthegeneral  rates  of  any  company. 
They  could  not  go  to  a  railway  company 
and  say  *'You  are  charging  too  much 
oyer  your  whole  system  for  agricultural 
produce.  You  are  charging  too  much 
for  this  kind  of  produce,  or  too  much  for 
the  transit  of  cattle. "  The  Commissioners 
had  no  power  to  insist  upon  a  general 
modification  of  the  whole  of  the  rates  of 
any  railway  company.  He  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  thought  by  some  that  it 
might  be  desirable  to  giye  the  Com- 
missioners such  powers.  After  all,  rail- 
way companies  hadstatutory  authority  to 
charge  the  rates  which  they  did  charge. 
It  was  onlv  when  they  imposed  some 
new  restriction  which  interfered  with  the 
action  of  some  other  railway  company 
that  the  Railway  Conunissioners  had 
power  to  interfere. 

The  hon.  Member  for  East  Kerry  had 
referred  to  the  methods  of  examining 


candidates  for  appointments  under  the 
County  Council.  He  understood  it  was 
the  desire  of  the  hon.  Member  that  a 
representatiye  of  the  County  Council 
should  either  haye  witnessed  the  examina- 
tion or  assisted  on  the  occasion  of  the 
examination  of  the  particular  applicant 
by  the  (^Boer.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  hon.  Member  deaired  that  the  County 
Council  representatiye  should  take  part 
in  the  putting  of  questions  to  the 
applicant 

Mr.  murphy  :  It  was  to  see  that 
the  officer  conducted  the  examination 
fairly. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  it  would  be 
impossible  to  carry  out  any  system  of 
examination  under  such  circumstances. 
Just  imagine  a  candidate  coming  before 
an  officer  who  was  sent  down  to  examine 
him;  a  question  haying  been  asked 
the  applicant  gaye  a  reply,  and  imme- 
diately the  CountyCouncil  representatiye 
interposed  with  the  question  :  "  Is  that 
a  proper  answer?' 

Mr.  murphy  :  The  County  CouncU 
only  asked  to  be  allowed  to  haye  a 
representatiye  present  at  the  examina- 
tion of  candidates  for  an  appointment  in 
their  own  employment. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  examiner 
had  no  power  to  appoint.  He  was  simply 
sent  to  see  whether  a  particular  applicant 
had  the  qualifications  necessary  to  fit 
him  for  a  particular  post.  He  could  not 
assent  to  the  suggestion  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  haye  him  watched  by  a  member 
of  the  County  Coimcil  for  the  purpose  of 
criticising  the  answers  of  the  applicant, 
or  superseding  the  officer  in  some  way 
in  the  examination.  He  could  not  see 
what  other  function  the  County  Council 
representatiye  could  possibly  discharge. 
The  Department  ought  not  to  send  any 
officer  in  whom  they  had  not  confidence 
to  examine  any  candidate,  but  haying 
appointed  him,  relying  on  his  com- 
petence to  discharge  the  duty,  they 
should  not  have  him  watched  or  inter- 
fered with  by  the  members  of  a  local 
body,  many  of  whom  were  quite  in- 
capable of  conducting  the  examination 
themselyes.    So  far  as  he  could  see  such 
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a  proceeding  might  lead  to  unseemly 
altercations  between  the  examining 
officer  and  the  members  of  the  County 
Council  as  to  whether  the  answers  of  the 
applicant  were  correct  or  not;  and 
whether  he  ought  to  receive  full,  half,  or 
no  marks.  The  hon.  Member  had  said 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  County  Council 
the  candidate  elected  was  not  more 
efficient  than  the  candidate  rejected. 

Mr.  MURPHY:  I  said  that  the  can- 
didates ranked  as  being  equal,  and  that 
the  County  Council  elected  the  candidate 
whom  they  considered  most  capable. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  did  not  think  that 
County  Councils  should  be  allowed  to  sit  in 
judgment  as  to  the  mode  in  which  a  parti- 
cular examiner  should  conduct  an  exami- 
nation. [A  Nationaust  Member  :  Have 
they  not  to  pay  half  the  fee  1]  He  under- 
stood that  they  had,  but  he  should  like 
to  have  fuller  and  more  detailed  infor- 
mation regarding  the  case  than  he  had 
at  present.  A  question  had  also  been 
asked  in  reference  to  police  enumerators. 
He  believed  that  up  to  the  present  time 
it  had  been  the  practice  to  employ  police 
as  enumerators,  and  as  far  as  be 
knew  it  was  still  competent  to  do  so. 
It  was  much  cheaper  to  employ  a  police 
constable  as  an  enumerator  than  to  engage 
a  special  officer.  He  believed  that  con- 
stables were  employed,  though  not 
wholly  so,  as  collectors  of  information 
in  regard  to  fisheries.  Then  as  to  the 
complaints  that  annual  increments  of 
salary  were  not  given  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  scale.  In  all  the  Departments  an 
annual  increment  of  salary  was  given  to 
the  permanent  staflf,  because  it  gave  en- 
couragement to  the  men  to  work  satis- 
factorily. But  it  was  quite  obvious  that 
that  rule  could  not  apply  to  men  who 
were  only  occasionally  employed,  and  of 
whom  there  was  a  superabundance. 
What  was  wanted  in  that  case  was  to 
give  a  sum  adequate  to  effective  service. 

Mr,  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
£.)  said  that  those  interested  in  tobacco 
culture  in  Ireland  had  had  a  satisfactory 
interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  had  promised  to  address 
himself  on  that  matter  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  in  Ireland.  He 
hoped  that  the  Attorney-General  would 
♦ake  care  that  by  no  oversight  the  De- 

Mr,  Atkinson, 


partment  would  refrain  in  any  way  from 
meeting  the  inquiries  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  because  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  said  that  his  action 
would  depend  on  what  he  heard 
from  that  Department.  He  wanted  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  the 
Department  would  act  with  due  regard 
to  the  interests  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Agricultural  Department,  he 
could  say  that  that  Department  was 
fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  this 
matter,  and  that  due  attention  would 
be  paid  to  the  representations  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  to 
the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  wanted  to 
give  a  case  which   happened  in  his  own 
I  constituency  within  the  l&st  few  months. 
!  A  head  constable  was  retired  on  pension 
;  after  thirty-twoyears' honourable  service; 
and  he  applied  for  an  appointment  under 
I  the  Agricultural  Department.    He  had 
I  the  misfortune  to  be  a  Catholic,  and  a 
policeman    of    inferior  rank  and  with 
I  much  inferior  qualifications,  who    hap- 
I  pened  to    be  a  Protestant,  received  that 
!  appointment.     He  was  aware  that  the 
head  of  that  Department  was  a  Catholic, 
but  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  when  a 
Catholic  was  appointed  to  high  office  he 
was  apt  to  say  that  he  was  as  good  as  a 
Protestant.    He  was  afraid  that  the  same 
mildew  which  had  overcome  the  other 
Departments  had  crept  over  the  Agricul- 
tural Department. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  the  man 
was  appointed  because  he  had  been  pre- 
viously engaged  in  the  same  kind  of  work 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The  Depar^ 
ment  had  never  made  any  inquiry  as 
to  whether  that  man  was  a  Catholic  or 
a  Protestant. 

♦Mr.  p.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary,  N.) 
said  he  begged  to  repudiate  the  charge 
that  had  been  brought  against  Mr.  Gill, 
the  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department, 
who  was  a  Tipperary  man  and  a  towns- 
man of  his  (Mr.  O'Brien),  who  discharged 
the  important  duties  of  his  Department 
with  creditto himself  and  the  Agricultural 
Board,  and  was  in  no  way  open  to  the 
slanderous  charge  levelled  against  him 
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by  I  he  hou.  and  learned  Member  for 
Louth.  It  was  totally  unworthy  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  make 
such  a  charge. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

£37,690,  to    complete    the    sum   for 
Local  Government  ^oard,  Ireland. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  said  he  wished 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  the  extraordinary  con- 
dition which  had  arisen  at  Granard 
Union  in  connection  with  the  expulsion 
of  the  nuns  from  that  institution.  He 
had  given  notice  that  he  would  move 
the  reduction  of  this  Vote  by  £100, 
because  he  considered  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  Ireland  were 
responsible,  both  by  their  activity  and 
their  inactivity,  for  the  state  of  things 
which  had  arisen  in  Granard  It  was 
only  8*  nee  local  government  had  been 
conceded  to  Ireland  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  woke  up  to  the 
fact  of  the  expense  of  working  the  poor- 
law  system  in  that  country.  For  fifty 
years  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
Ireland  had  allowed  a  system  of  pauper 
nursing  to  exist,  until  things  transpired 
which  were  a  scandal  to  humanity.  He 
did  not  complain  of  the  action  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  suspending 
or  abolishing  the  system  of  pauper 
nursing ;  but  it  was  right  to  say  that 
every  cent  which  was  spent  on  nursing 
came  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  poor  £4 
occufHers  in  the  townd  and  villages 
of  Ireland  and  to  the  relief  of  the  land- 
lords. When  they  got  the  landlords 
out  of  the  way,  the  Government  insisted 
that  the  local  guardians  should  incur 
enormous  expenditure  on  a  totally  new 
system  of  nursing.  That  system  ought 
to  have  been  introduced  fiity  years  ago, 
but  why  should  the  nuns  be  turned  out 
to  make  way  for  a  ring  of  nurses  trained 
in  Dublin  hospitals?  Every  trained 
nurse  meant  an  expense  of  £100  a  year. 
He  did  not  object  to  the  system  ;  what 
he  objected  to  was  the  tax  it  imposed^on 
the  ratepayers.  When  the  new  nursing 
order  was  issued^  there  were  in  the 
Granard  Workhouse  two  nuns  and  one 
wardsmaid  in  possession  imder  the 
existing  system.  Immediatdy  the  order 
was  issued,  the  guardians  were  asked  to 
appoint  trained  nurses. 


In  some  respects  the  Irish  people  were 
very  conservative ;  and  there  was  an  old 
saying  in  his  part  of  the  country  that 
"  what  was  good  enough  for  the  people  long 
ago  was  good  enough  for  the  people  now." 
At  any  rate,  the  guardians  coukl  not  see 
their  way  to  add  £400  or  £500  a  year  to 
the  taxpayers'  burden.  The  moment  the 
new  order  came  into  force,  the  medical 
officer  of  the  Granard  Workhouse  took 
it  into  his  head  to  be  extra  officious  in 
giving  effect  to  it  He  began  to  find 
fault  with  the  nuns ;  and  once  friction 
arose  in  such  an  institution  it  was  hard 
to  stop  it.  The  Irish  were  a  fighting 
people,  and  he  was  not  sorry  for  it. 
For  four  years,  from  1897  to  1901,  the 
nuns  put  up  with  a  state  of  things  which 
was  nothing  short  of  a  continual  insult 
on  the  part  of  a  gentleman  who  was 
anxious  to  give  effect  to  the  new  nursing 
order.  Then  the  position  of  affiiirs 
became  absolutely  intolerable.  To  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  the  guardians  agreed  to  appoint 
two  additional  wardsmaids;  that  met 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  down  to  1900,  when  it  was 
suddenly  discovered  that  wardsmaids  were 
not  trained  nurses,  although  they  re- 
quired to  have  three  years*  practical  train- 
ing. In  1900,  the  position  reached  such  a 
stage  that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  institution.  He  wished 
to  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  and  ad- 
miration to  Dr.  Cocy  Biggar— he  had 
never  met  him — for  the  manner  in 
which  he  patched  up  a  peace  to  which 
all  concerned  agreed  in  1900.  The 
doctor  of  the  institution  was  requisition- 
ing a  trained  nurse  from  Dublin  every 
other  week.  She  received  J^l  lis.  6d.  a 
week,  and  put  up  at  the  best  hotel  in 
the  town.  The  two  nuns  who  had 
been  carrying  on  the  work  in  the  insti- 
tution were  receiving  a  salary  of  £30  a 
year  each,  without  rations  or  allowances ; 
and  they  discharged  all  the  duties  which 
a  trained  nurse  might  be  expected  to 
discharge.  In  older  to  patch  up  a  peace 
Dr.  Biggar  was  sent  down;  and  the 
guardiims  still  refusing  to  appoint 
trained  nurses,  it  was  agreed  that  a 
third  nun  should  be  appointed  without 
salary,  but  that  an  additional  £10  a 
year  was  to  be  given  to  the  other  two 
nuns.  He  widied  to  know  why  the 
Local  Government  Board  did  not  adhere 
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to  the  arrangemeDt  made  by  Dr.  Biggar  1 
Why  was  that  via  media  not    upheld? 
If    the  Local  QoveniDmet    Board   put 
down  its  foot  firmly  the  necessity  for 
the   inquiry    which    was    subsequently 
held  would  never  have  arisen,  and  the 
district  would  not  now  be  in  a  condition 
of  religious  and  civil  warfare.     He  knew 
Longford  wdl  for  twenty-five  years,  and 
during   that    period    no    question   had 
agitated  the  public  mind  as  the  question 
he  was  now  discussing.      By  adopting  a 
policy  of  masterly  inactivity,  the  Local 
Government  Board  allowed  the  matter 
to  sHde.    The   right    hon.    Gentleman 
might  possibly  be  briefed  to  state  that  it 
was  all  the  fault  of  the  nuns ;   but  did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  think  that  if 
he  himself  were  subject  to  complaints 
by  any  superior  authority  day  after  day, 
it  would   conduce  to  a  feeung  of  har- 
mony, unity,  or  good  fellowship  ?     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  now  know 
that  there  was  no  question  on  which  the 
Irish  people  felt  more  deeply  than  any 
insult  to  the  principles  of  their  faith,  or 
to  the  ministers  of  their  faith.    Sister 
Mary  Rose  stated  in  evidence  that  Dr. 
Kenny,  the  medical  officer,  stated  that 
the  vestments  worn  by  the  priests  were 
not   used  for  the  purposes  of  religion, 
but  in  order  to  make  much  of  their  own 
personaUty.     According  to  the  witness 
Dr.  Kenny  also  said  that  theology  smiled 
at  crime,  and  that  he  was  glad  he  knew 
nothing  about  it.    That  was  a  specimen 
of   the  conduct  of  that  medical  officer 
towards  these  ladies.     How  could  con- 
duct such  as  that,  continued  month  after 
month,  be  calculated  to  promote  good 
fellowship  and  good  feeling  in  the  institu- 
tion 1    He  thought  Dr.  Kenny  had  dis- 
played a  lamentable  lack  of  all  the  fine 
feelings  of  an  Irishman,  and  that  his  subse- 
quent conduct  in  relying  on  the  Local 
Government  Board  standing  up  for  the 
strict  letter  of  the  law  in  all  these  things 
displayed  a  want  of  tact  and  good  sense 
of  which  he  ought  to  be  ashamed.    It 
was  also  a  deplorable  mistake  on  the  part 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  send 
downDr.  Smith  to  hold  thesecond inquiry 
if    peace  was  to  be   restored,    because 
from  first  to   last  Dr.    Smith   proved 
himself  to  be  nothing  but  a  partisan. 
Over  and  over  again  he  overruled  and 
sQuffed  out  the  legal  representatives  of 
thr    guardians    and    these    persecuted 
Mr,  J.  P.  Fanell 


nuns.  The  man  who  should  have  been 
sent  to  hold  that  inquiry  was  the  peace- 
maker who  was  sent  down  in  the  first 
instance.  If  Dr.  Biggar  had  been  sent 
down  to  conduct  that  inquiry  there 
would  have  been  peace  in  the  Gran- 
ard  Union  to-day.  He  did  not  intend 
to  move  a  reduction  of  the  Vote ;  he 
would  content  himself  with  simply 
stating  the  facts  of  the  case,  which  he 
hoped  would  receive  the  kindly  and 
sympathetic  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  matter 
which  had  been  brought  before  the 
Committee  was  a  regrettable  one  from 
every  point  of  view.  The  hon.  Member 
had  perhaps  given  a  clue  to  the  origin 
of  the  difficulty  in  his  statement  that  a 
higher  standard  of  nursing  was  re- 
quired in  the  workhouses,  but  he 
gathered  that  the  hon.  Member,  while 
he  realised  that  the  raising  of  the 
standard  entuled  a  certain  burden  on 
the  ratepayers,  was  not  himself  an 
opponent  of,  at  any  rate,  all  the  changes 
which  had  been  made. 

Mb.  J.  P.FARRELL:  Only  as  regards 
the  time  at  which  they  were  made. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  the  fact  that 
the  changes  were  suddenly  made  just 
when  the  landlords  had  been  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  relieved  had  probably  led  the 
ratepayers  and  their  representatives  to 
adopt  a  more  hostile  attitude  than  they 
otherwise  would  have  done.  That  was 
probably  th^f onset  origo  of  the  matter. 
The  question  could  not  be  judged  en- 
tirely by  considering  the  courses  pur- 
sued by  Dr.  Kenny,  the  nuns,  and  the 
Local  Gk)vemment  Board  respectively. 
The  conditions  under  which  the  nuns  and 
Dr.  Kenny  had  to  carry  out  their 
duties  should  be  considered.  If  thosecon- 
ditions  could  have  been  ameliorated  it 
would  have  been  well  had  the  necessary 
changesbeenmade.  There  would  probably 
not  have  been  this  friction  if  the  nuns 
had  had  a  trained  assistant  all  the 
time.  Dr.  Kenny  had  stated  in  his 
evidence  that  he  brought  his  complaints, 
not  against  the  nuns,  but  against  the 
system;  he  felt  that  some  of  the 
necessaries  for  proper  nursing  were  not 
provided,  that  a  trained  nurse  ought  to 
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have  been  appointed  at  an  earlier  date, 
and  that  he  was  constantly  expressing 
iiis  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be 
changes.  This  was  not  a  charge  against 
the  nuns ;  it  was  a  legitimate  expres- 
sion of  opinion  on  the  part  of  Dr. 
Kennj  that  certain  changes  ought  to 
be  made.  He  was  bound  to  say,  how- 
ever, that,  while  he  did  not  in  the  least 
attack  Dr.  Kenny,  he  thought  he  was 
unfortunate  on  many  occasions  in  his 
method  of  making  these  communica- 
tions, and  the  general  manner  in  which 
he  discussed  them  with  the  nuns.  The 
hon.  Member  had  said  that  he  would 
like  to  see  some  amicable  arrangement 
come  to.  If  Dr.  Kenny  expressed  his 
regret  for  any  offence  he  had  wittingly 
or  unwittingly  given  these  ladies,  surely 
the  matter  might  be  allowed  to  settle, 
and  the  nuns  to  return  to  the  work- 
house. That  seemed  to  be  the  only  way 
of  arriving  at  an  amicable  settlement  of 
the  difficulty.  If  such  an  expression  of 
regret  were  given,  they  might  very 
well  hope  that  the  representatives  of 
the  other  side  would  accept  it,  and  that 
matters  would  henceforth  be  conducted 
in  a  more  satisfactory  manner.  Coming 
to  the  merits  of  the  case,  he  did  not 
think  the  guardians  had  placed  at  the 
service  of  these  ladies  all  the  accessories 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  carry  out 
their  work  in  a  perfectly  satisfactory 
maimer.  The  Granard  Union  was 
not  in  a  wholly  satisfactory  state.  It 
wouki  be  a  result  greatly  to  be  deplored 
if  this  debate  gave  ocx^asion  to  people 
who  were  only  too  ready  to  criticise  the 
nuns,  to  say  that  they  were  incom- 
petent in  the  workhouses  and  hospitals 
of  Ireland,  and  that  their  ministrations 
were  not  useful  or  acceptable  to  the 
people.    That  was  not  the  case  at  all. 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  Dr.  Kenny  did 
not  say  that 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  which  was  formed  after  close 
«tady  of  the  general  feeling  in  Ireland, 
the  nuns  were  domg  great  services  at 
•considerable  personal  self-sacrifice,  their 
ministrations  were  acceptable  to  the 
people,  and  it  would  be  a  great  loss  if, 
for  any  reason,  their  services  were  with- 
drawn. He  should  add,  however,  that 
there  were  some  parts  of  hospital  work 


which  the  nuns  did  not  care  to  perform, 
and  which  they  ought  not  to  be  asked 
to  do;  it  was,  therefore,  essential,  if 
the  poor  were  to  be  properly  attended, 
that  these  ladies  should  have  the  assist- 
ance of  a  trained  nurse  where  it  could 
be  given,  and  efforts  ought  to  be  made 
to  give  it.  That  brought  him  to  the 
question  of  the  ratepayers.  He  had 
always  on  this  and  other  questions  ex- 
pressed his  view  that  the  rates  pressed 
veiy  heavily  in  many  parts  of  Ireland, 
and  that  it  might  be  right  to  put  up 
with  things  in  that  country  which 
people  woiud  not  put  up  with  in  the  great 
industrial  centres  of  England.  But  that 
point  must  not  be  pushed  too  far.  He 
gathered  from  the  hon.  Member  and 
from  other  sources  that  the  guardians  of 
the  Granard  Union,  quite  apart  from  this 
discussion,  were  alive  to  that  fact,  and 
were  ready  to  raise  the  standard  of 
nursing.  If  the  guardians  were  ready  to 
make  an  advance  in  that  direction,  and 
if  Dr.  Kenny  was  prepared  to  express 
regret  for  any  offence  he  might  have 
given  to  these  ladies,  why  should  not 
the  ladies  go  back  to  the  Granard  Union 
and  all  parties  endeavour  to  carry  out 
their  duties,  thus  putting  an  end  to  the 
present  lamentable  state  of  friction,  the 
gravity  of  which  he  did  not  in  the  least 
minimise  1 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  having 
been  professionally  engaged  in  the 
Granard  Union  case  he  felt  him- 
self precluded  from  saying  anything 
further  than  that  he  hoped  the  germs  of 
a  settlement  might  be  found  in  the 
speech  just  delivered  by  the  Chief 
Secretary.  On  the  general  question  he 
entirely  supported  the  view  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Longford.  It  was 
most  unfortunate  that  the  requisition 
made  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
upon  the  guardians  should  have 
synchronised  with  the  moment  when  the 
landlords  were  being  relieved  of  rates. 
It  was  all  very  fine  to  say  ;that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
look  after  the  poor.  He  fully  agreed 
that  the  honest  poor  should  be  looked 
after  to  the  fullest  extent  which  the 
pockets  of  the  ratepayers  would  allow. 
But  there  was  nothing  more  maddening 
to  a  poor  ratepayer  on  an  £8  or  £10 
valuation,  who  was  not  able  to  afford  a 
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doctor  to  his  own  wife  in  her  confine- 
ment, let  alone  a  skilled  nurse,  than  that 
when  a  tramp  with  an  illegitimate  off- 
spring came  into  the  union  a  requisition 
should  be  made  for  the  services   of  a 
hospital  nurse  at  30s.  a  week.    It  was  a 
monstrous  violation  of  every  principle  of 
equity.      All  his  sympathies  were  with 
these  peasants.     He  thanked  God  there 
was  not  a  prejudice  they  had  which  he 
did  not  possess.    Here  were  a  lot  of  poor 
farmers,  working  hard   from  week-end 
to  week-end,  suddenly  called  upon  to  pay 
these  enormous  rates  just  at  a  moment 
when  the  landlords  were   being  relieved, 
and  all  because  of  the  fads  of  a  number 
of  gentlemen  on  the  Local  Government 
Board.    What  did  Ireland  do  for  2,000 
years  ?    What  did  the  people  do  before 
the  Poor  Law  was  established  1    Was  the 
coun  try  any  the  better  since  the  establish- 
ment  of  this  appalling  system?    There 
was   not  a    new  fad  taken  up  by   the 
doctors   but  there  were   people  at  the 
Local   Grovernment  Board   to  enforce  it. 
If  a  new  drug  at  £10  an  ounce  was  dis- 
covered,   the  ratepayers  were  at   once 
called  upon  to   pay  for  it.     Every  day 
they  read  in  the  papers  of  some  new  cure 
or  some  new  disease.    These  things  were 
never    read    of    in    the    Bible,    or    in 
Shakespeare,  or  in  the  history  of  Greece 
or  Rome.     How  did  all  these   ancient 
peoples  get  on  ?    They  Jived  as  good  lives, 
and  were  just  as  healthy  as  the  people  of 
to-day,  but  they  had  no  Local  Government 
Board  to  look  after  them  or  their  poor. 
He    strongly    protested    against    these 
medical  fads  being  carried  out  at  the 
ratepayers'  expense ;  it  should   be  done 
at  the  expense  of  the  faddists  themselves. 
It  was  perfectly  true  that  the  prices  of 
these  nurses  were  put  up  by  the  medical 
rine  in  Dublin  at  the  verv  time  the  land- 
lords were  being  relieved  of  their  rates. 
The   medical  ring  were  antagonistic  to 
the  Local  Government  Act,  and  hated 
the   local  guardians   in  just  the  same 
way  as  the  Irish  judges,  when  the  Land 
Act  was  passed,  hated  the  idea  of  any- 
thing being  done  for  the  people  and 
against  the  landlords.    The  members  of 
this  medical    ring — who    were    always 
knighted  or   **  baronetted ''  when  such 
things  were  going,  though  why,  he  did 
not  know,  as  they  charged  just  as  heavy 
fees — simply  because  the  guardians  were 
for  the  first  time  poor  men  and  repre- 
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sented  the  ratepayers,  adopted  the  atti- 
tude that  it  was  a  monstrous  thing  that 
they  should  have  any  consideration.     A 
more  tender-hearted  people  to  the  poor 
did  not   exist  anywhere  in   the  world. 
The  poor  themselves  were  hospitable  and 
generous  and  kindly  to  a  faidt,  and  the 
notion  that  the  guardians  would  do  any- 
thing unreasonable    was  absurd.    They 
must  cut  their  coat  according  to  the  cloth^ 
and  it  was  absurd  to  expect  them  to  pro- 
vide the  same  entertainment   and  the 
same  equipment  as  they  found  in  Guy's 
Hospital.    That  was  what   lay  at  the 
root  of  this  question.     There  ought  to 
be  some  more  representative  people  on 
the    Local  Government  Board.     There 
was  a  doctor  on  that  Board  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  the  doctors,  and  there 
were  some  good  men   upon  that  body. 
He  did  not  wish  to  make  any  needless 
attack  upon  the  personnel  of  the  Board, 
but  there  was  no  institution  which  could 
not  be  improved  by  a  little  new  blood» 
and    if    their  institutions   were  to   be 
developed  even  upon  conservative  lines, 
the  Countv  Councils  should  have  some^ 
right  of  electing  two  or  three  men  to 
sit  upon  a  Board  of  this  kind.     Some 
method  should   be  found  to  bring  this 
Board  more  into  touch  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  people.    The  j£60,000  or 
£70,000  voted  in  this  way  was  money 
practically  wasted,   because  if  those  in- 
spectors were  not  there  at  all  they  would 
get  on  just  as    well   in  Ireland.    Those 
officials   went  about   the   country   like 
loafers,  and  what  happiness  or  benefit  had 
the  people  got  in  consequence  of  their  in- 
spections ?  The  only  people  who  had  got 
any  benefit  from  their  services  were  the 
hotel-keepers  and  the  cab  drivers.     The 
expenditure    of    this    money    did    not 
make  the  people  either  more  prosperous 
or  loyal.    The  whole  system   was  wrong, 
and     oue;ht    to    be    abolished,    for  it 
was  absofutdy  no  use. 

He  would  give  an  instance  of  the  way 
in  which  the  Board  did  its  work.  In  the 
town  of  Dundalk  the  Grand  Jury  were 
allowed  to  sdl  a  {dot  of  land  near  the 
gaol  for  the  erection  of  a  national  bank, 
and  there  was  no  objection  to  it  whatever^ 
Last  year  he  put  a  question  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  as  to  whether  a  temperance 
organisation  would  be  allowed  to  have  a 
Uttle  strip  of  land  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  temperance  hall.    One  would 
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think  that  it  was  a  meritorious  object  to 
turn  a  gaol  into  a  temperance  hall,  and 
the  Chief  Secretary  stated  that  the 
Government—the  Imperial  Government 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland — had  no 
objection  to  the  County  Council  selling 
a  bit  of  these  gaol  premises  to  this  tem- 
perance association.  The  County  Coun- 
cil were  appealed  to,  and  they  made  an 
order  that  they  would  grant  the  sale  of 
this  little  strip  of  land  which  was  wanted 
for  the  building  of  a  temperance  ball 
They  took  the  price  fixed  by  the  Grand 
Jury  exactly  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  a 
national  bank;  in  fact  they  put  on  a 
little  extra,  and  the  price  asked  was 
£300.  They  sent  this  recommendation 
up  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  with 
its  army  of  officials,  for  their  sanction. 
What  did  they  say  1  They  replied  that 
the  price  should  be  £700,  and,  of  course, 
these  poor  peofde,  with  a  little  institution 
maintained  by  the  pennies  and  shillings 
of  the  artisans  in  the  locality,  were 
wholly  unable  to  pay  that  sum,  and  they 
built  their  premises  elsewhere.  He 
wanted  to  know  why  a  Board  of  gentle- 
men in  DuUin  were  considered  to  be 
better  judges  of  the  value  of  land  in 
Dundalk  than  the  County  Council.  No 
Corruption  had  been  suggested.  If 
there  had  not  been  a  standard  set  up 
in  regard  to  the  value  of  this  land  by  the 
plot  sold  to  the  National  Bank  by  the 
Grand  Jury,  he  could  have  understood 
the  action  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Where  was  the  justice  of  any 
such  decision,  and  upon  what  grounds 
were  those  gentlemen  in  Dublin  better 
judges  than  the  County  Council  who 
were  interested  in  getting  the  best  bar- 
gain they  could  for  the  ratepayers? 
Now  the  matter  was  past  praying  for, 
because  another  site  had  been  obtained, 
and  the  County  Council  of  Louth  were 
poorer  by  £300,  offence  had  been  given 
to  his  constituents  by  the  Local 
Goyemment  Board,  and  another 
absurdity  had  been  committed  for  them 
to  complain  of.  He  did  not  understand 
the  principles  upon  which  this  body 
conducted  its  operations.  To  make  the 
people  happy  or  satisfied,  or  do  something 
to  please  them,  was  the  last  thing  that 
seemed  to  enter  into  their  minds. 


•  Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.)  con- 
tended that  the  services  of  nuns  in  the 
workhouses  were  most  useful,  for  they 
were  very  economical.  He  quite  agreed 
with  the  Chief  Secretary  that 
nuns  would  not  do  altogether  in 
the  workhouses,  because  the  rules 
did  not  permit  them  to  do  all 
the  work.  Some  of  them  were  trained  in 
nursing,  but  not  all  of  them,  and  it  waa- 
necessary  to  have  a  professional  nurse. 
To  keep  the  nuns  in  most  workhouses 
was  most  useful.  He  thought  the  Local 
Government  Board  were  going  a  little 
too  fast  in  enforcing  certain  rules  upon 
different  workhouses,  and  they  did  not 
pay  sufficient  attention  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  guardians.  It  was  very  often 
much  better  to  allow  the  guardians  ta 
be  a  little  bit  wrong  than  for  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  suddenly  enforce- 
stringent  rules.  There  was  one  case  in 
which  an  officer  neglected  to  pay  some 
poor  people  their  relief  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  and  he  was  reprimanded  and 
refused  his  pension.  He  hoped  the^ 
Attorney-General  would  look  into  that 
case.  It  was  true  that  he  neglected 
some  of  his  work,  but  after  his  long  and 
faithful  service  he  thought  this  officer 
deserved  some  consideration.  The  Local 
Government  Board  had  now  introduced 
a  system  of  accounts  solely  drawn  up- 
for  one  purpose,  namely,  to  facilitate 
the  audit.  He  agreed  that  they  wanted 
a  good  system  of  audit,  but  they  also- 
wanted  to  know  where  they  were,  and 
whether  they  were  spending  too  much 
or  too  Uttle  at  the  time.  The  County^ 
Councils  and  District  Councib  were  not 
allowed  to  publish  any  accounts,  and 
there  was  a  special  clause  providing  that 
they  would  have  to  pay  out  of  their 
own  pockets  if  they  established  any 
system  different  to  the  audit  system. 
He  defied  any  County  Councillor  or  the^ 
Chairman  of  any  Board  to  make  any- 
thing of  those  accounts  as  to  whether 
the  County  Council  was  spending  too- 
much  or  too  little  money,  or  to  find  out 
from  them  whether  they  were  going  to 
the  good  or  to  the  bad.  It  was  a  totally 
different  system  to  what  they  had  before, 
and  it  was  one  which  absolutely  hid 
from  the  whole  of  the  electors  whether 
too  much  money  had  been  spent  in  the- 
county,    whether    it    had    been    spent 
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properly,  or  whether  th^^  was  a  propei' 
oalance  in  hand.  They  allowed  the 
County  Council  to  publish  no  system  of 
accounts.  The  members  of  a  Board 
going  to  an  Section  naturally  liked  tohave 
the  accounts  as  perfect  as  possible.  He 
thought  that  was  a  very  laudable  idea. 
The  auditor  could  check  the  accoubts  and 
-see  that  a  proper  statement  was  made  out. 
He  did  not  think  that  outside  of  the 
County  Council  there  was  a  single  per- 
son in  the  county  who  knew  whether  the 
•accounts  were  going  well  or  badly.  It 
(might  be  said  in  re^y  that  the  accounts 
>vere  kept  on  precisely  the  same  system 
as  those  of  joint-stock  companies. 
They  knew  that  many  joint-stock  com- 
^nies  were  most  anxious  to  hide  the 
«tate  of  their  accounts  from  the  share- 
^lolders.  He  bdieved  that  the  reason 
for  adopting  this  system  was  to  .--aye  the 
time  of  the  auditors.  The  whole  ques- 
tion of  economical  administration  de- 
Ednded  upon  the  way  the  accounts  were 
ept,  and  he  hoped  the  Attorney- 
General  would  avail  himself  of  this 
opportunity  of  putting  the  accounts  on 
A  proper  system. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  agreed  with  thehon. 
Member  as  to  the  desirability  of  pub- 
lishing an  abstract  of  the  accounts  so 
that  the  ratepayers  might  be  able  to 
ascertain  whether  their  business  was 
4>etng  conducted  by  Boards  of  Guardians 
-and  County  Councils  prudently.  The 
public  should  be  able  to  see  whether 
proper  and  legal  payments  were  made, 
and  whether  their  business  was  being 
^managed  in  an  economical  way  or  not. 
It  was  desirable  to  publish  some  form  of 
account,  not  neoeaaartly  very  elaborate, 
w^hich  should  be  within  the  reach  of 
.every  ratepayer. 

Mr.  DELANT  said  he  wished  to  sup- 
])ort  the  position  taken  up  by  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Longford  in  re- 
igard  to  what  he  would  call  the  calamity 
that  had  befallen  the  poor  in  the  Granaid 
Union.  He  regarded  the  position  of  the 
ratepayers  in  this  matter  as  only  a 
secmdary  consideration.  He  had  had  a 
2ong  and  varied  experience  of  Poor  Law 
administration  in  Ireland.  He  had  been 
fifteen  years  connected  with  the  Union  in 
4)18  own  district,  and  he  could  bear  testi- 
dnony  to  the  usefnl  services  rendered  by 
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the  members  of  the  religious  sisterhood 
in  the  way  of  nursing.  He  could  well 
appreciate  the  feeling  in  the  Granard 
Uuion  when  those  ladies  were  driven 
out  by  the  action  of  some  officials.  No 
doubt  the  Chief  Secretary  had  given  a 
rather  sympathetic  reply,  but  sympathy 
would  not  meet  the  situation.  He  ought 
to  put  his  foot  down  and  take  whatever 
steps  he  considered  necessary  in  order  to 
reinstate  those  ladies.  The  sisters  were 
not  there  to  earn  money.  They  were 
giving  their  lives  to  this  work,  and  the 
poor  people  accepted  their  ministra- 
tions in  a  way  they  could  not  accept 
the  ministrations  of  other  nurses. 

In  regard  to  the  increase  of  expense 
he  pointed  out  that  for  fifty  years  the 
old  defunct  grand  juries  and  ex  officio 
guardians  had  control  of  all  those 
Boards  in  Ireland,  and  during  that  time 
there  was  no  red  tape  and  no  commands 
sent  down  that  this  or  that  should  be 
done  to  increase  expense;  but  the 
moment  these  Boards  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  elected  representatives  of 
the  people  every  attempt  was  made 
that  possibly  could  be  made  to  bring  on 
increased  expense  and  thereby  discredit 
the  local  Boards.  He  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  the  action  of 
the  Medical  Association  in  regard  to  the 
af^intment  of  dispensary  doctors. 
Formerly  the  doctors  who  obtained 
those  appointments  were  periectlj 
satisfied,  and  under  the  old  regime  they 
were  breaking  their  necks  to  get  the 
appointments.  Now,  however,  an  or- 
ganisation was  interfering  in  a  way 
which  would  be  put  down  by  Dublin 
Castle  if  such  things  were  done  by  any 
organisation  representing  the  people. 
The  Medical  Association  intimidi^ 
young  doctors  from  coming  forward  to 
take  these  positions.  In  the  Tullamore 
UnicH),  where  he  was  a  large  ratepayer, 
a  young  doctor  was  appdnted  at  a  salary 
and  emoluments  which  previously  were 
considered  satisfactory.  No  sooner  did  he 
take  up  the  position  than  the  Medical  As- 
sociation passed  a  resolution  disapproving 
of  his  acceptance  of  it  at  the  salary 
fixed  by  the  Union.  They  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  salary  should  be  a 
certain  amount.  The  gendemen  form- 
ing the  Medical  A8K>ciation  were  old 
practitioners  in  good  positions,  and  he 
would  like  to  know  why  they  attempted 
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to  intimidate  young  practitioners  from 
accepting  such  appointments.  The 
result  in  the  case  referred  to  was  that 
the  doctor  resigned. 

Sm  JAMES  HASLETT  (Belfast,  N.) 
caUed  attention  to  a  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  Poor  Law  administra- 
tion with  respect  to  criminal  lunatics. 
Formeriy  the  law  was  thatwhen  a  criminal 
became  insane  he  was  chargeable  to  the 
district  in  which  he  was  at  the  time. 
But  latterly  if  a  man  who  was  a  criminal 
became  insane,  he  was  sent  back  to  the 
place  where  he  was  bom.  The  result  was 
that  the  district  which  had  the  advan- 
tage of  that  man's  labour  while  he  was 
sane  escaped  the  cost  of  his  maintenance 
if  he  became  insane.  He  did  not  think 
it  was  fair  that  such  cases  should  be 
treated  in  this  way,  and  he  wished  to 
imow  from  the  Attorney-Qeneral  on 
what  principle  that  was  being  done. 

Mr.    murphy    said    he   wished   to 
associate  himself  with  his  hon.   friends 
who  had  complained  of  the  action  taken 
with  respect  to  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  or 
Charity  who  had   been  excluded  from 
Irish   hospitals.      He    hoped   that    the 
Chief    Secretary  would    take   steps  to 
ensure  the  reinstating  of  these   sisters 
jn  the  Granard  Hospital,  where  their 
services  were  very  much  valued.    What 
he  wanted  to  point  out  was  that  the 
system   of   accounts  under   which   the 
local  bodies  had  to  work  was  devised  by 
an  auditor  of   the   Local   Government 
Board.    It  was  an  extraordinarily  com- 
ph'cated   system,  and    he   knew,   from 
experience  in  his  own  County  Council, 
that  it  had  caused  considerable  expense. 
Their  own  clerk  had  suggested  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  auditor  certain 
alterations  which  would  have  saved  a 
large  amount  of  expense,  but  there  was 
great    difficulty  in    getting    the    Local 
Government  Board  auditor  to  agree  to 
these  alterationa    The  last  Report  which 
he  found  in  the  Ubrary  of  the  auditors 
was  only  brought  down  to  March,  1902 ; 
and   he  complained  that  the   Govern- 
ment Department  were  so  far  backward 
in  furnishing   the    information    which 
hon.  Members  really  wanted.    The  delay 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  auditors.    In 
his  own   County  Council  their  business 
kad  been  well    regulated    from   ev^ry 


possible  point  of  view.    They  had  been 
making  payments  in  connection  with 
certain    roads,    and  the    auditors  had 
passed   those   payments  until  the   last 
audit.    To  the  surprise  of  everybody  the 
last  auditor  made  a  surcharge  on  seven 
or  eight  members  of  the  County  Council, 
on  the  ground  that  the  payments  had 
been  made  for  roads  which  were  not 
main  roads.    The  money  was   paid  by 
the  County  Council  for  the  maintenance 
of  roads    which  they  considered   were 
for  the  public  interest,  and  in  the  dis- 
charge    of     what    they    believed     to 
be    a     public    duty ;     but    the     new 
auditor     came    along    and    disallowed 
these  payments     He  himself  had  been 
surcharged  to  the  amount  of  £20,  and 
other  members  of  the  County  Council 
had    been    surcharged    more    heavily. 
They  had  simply  signed  the  pay-sheets, 
without  any  idea  that  diey  were  incur- 
ring any  personal  responsibility.  He  had 
no  intention  of  paying  the  money,  and  he 
represented    to    the    Attorney-General 
that  this  was  not  a  fair  way  of  deal- 
ing with  local  bodies.     If  the  view  of  the 
local  bodies  came  into  conflict  with  that 
of  the  auditor  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  why  should  that  of  the  latter  be 
always  accepted  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  when  the  local  body  had  fuller  in- 
formation than  could  possibly  be  had  by 
the  inspector  1  They  had  adopted,  in  his 
County  of  Kerry,   a  scheme  of  direct 
employment  of  labour,  after  a  minute 
inquiry  and  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  county  surveyor,  who  was  a   very 
capable   official.    That  scheme  was  or- 
ganised to  give  employment  to  a  number 
of  unfortunate  men   who  were   out  of 
work,  and  it  was  considered  reasonable, 
but    it    had   been    over-iidden  by    the 
representative  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.    That  was  unreasonable,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to  make  a 
representation  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  that  such  a  policy  was  neither 
wise    nor    prudent.    The    question    of 
labourers'    houses    had    been   engaging 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary.    In  the  Union 
in  which   he   lived,  Eillarney,   a  good 
deal    had    been  done    in    housing   the 
agricultural  labourers.    They  had  built 
151  houses,  and  148  had  been  occupied, 
but  three  houses  had  been  allowed  to 
remain    vacant,    and    were  now  going 
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into  ruin,  because  of  some  technical  ob- 
jection by  the  Local  Government  Board 
inspector.  These  small  technical  objec- 
tions ought  not  to  be  placed  in  the  way 
of  the  local  bodies.  He  wanted  a  Com- 
mission to  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  whole  system  of  the  working  of  the 
workhouse  administration  in  Ireland. 
He  had  had  practical  experience  of  living 
in  a  Workhouse  for  business  purposes, 
and  one  of  the  saddest  things  that  came 
under  his  observation  was  that  ne'er-do- 
weel  men  and  women  went  into  the 
workhouse,  where  they  found  a  comfort- 
able home,  while  honest,  self-respecting 
artisans,  when  misfortune  overtook 
them,  did  not  go  there,  but  suffered  in 
silence.  When  one  examined  the  cost  of 
the  workhouse  system,  it  was  found 
that  most  of  the  money  was  spent  on 
salaries  of  officials.  He  thought  a  little 
more  should  be  spent  in  making  the 
lives  of  the  aged  and  sick  poor  more 
comfortable.  He  hoped  that,  after  the 
expression  of  opinion  given  by  the 
Irish  Members,  the  Attorney-General 
would  devise  iome  remedy  for  the  evils 
of  which  complaint  had  been  made. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  in  regard  to 
the  question  whether  the  treatment  of 
the  aged  poor  in  workhouses  would 
come  within  the  purview  of  the  Royal 
Commission  which  had  been  appointed, 
it  would,  of  course,  do  so.  The  hon. 
Member  need  not  think  that  he  was  not 
in  heartfelt  sympathy  with  much  that 
had  been  said  with  regard  to  Poor  Law 
reform.  He,  personally,  thought  that  the 
Poor  Law  system  in  Ireland  was  utterly 
extravagant,  and  any  wholesome  reform 
would  be  in  the  direction  of  making  more 
comfortable  provision  for  the  aged  sick 
and  infirm,  and  less  comfortable  places 
than  the  poorhouses  actually  were  for 
the  tramp.  The  hon.  Member  also  com- 
plained of  a  certain  surcharge,  but,  after 
all,  they  must  have  one  of  two  systems. 
They  must  either  leave  the  local  bodies  to 
manage  their  own  affairs  altogether — a 
system  which  would  lead  to  absolute  chaos 
and  extravagance— or  they  musthavethem 
supervised  by  some  central  authority,  and 
if  they  were  so  supervised  that  body  must 
have  the  power  to  surcharge.  He  would 
point  out  that  there  was  an  appeal  by  the 
person  surcharged  to  the  Courts  of  law. 
if  they  wanted  to  merely  appeal  to  general 
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equitable  considerations  the  Local 
Government  Board,  who  were  not  tied  or 
guided  by  strict  rules  of  law,  always  dis- 
allowed a  surcharge  if  they  thought 
there  was  a  real  Imd  fide  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  body  or  members  to  carry 
out  their  duties  properly  and  legally  and 
no  real  harm  had  been  done  in  the  case. 
The  hon.  Member  ako  complained  about 
certain  labourers'  cottages  which  were 
not  occupied  in  consequence  of  some 
technical  formality,  but  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  remember  that  the  hands  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  were  tied 
in  this  matter.  The  law  required  certain 
things  to  be  done,  and  if  they  were  not 
done  the  Local  Government  Board  could 
not  do  anything. 

Mr.  MUBPHY  said  these  houses  were 
built,  and  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  not  allow  the  guardians  to  let 
them. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  there  must  be 
some  peculiar  feature  in  the  case.  If 
the  guardians  had  built  the  cottages 
without  authority,  then  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  no  power  to 
sanction  their  letting  them.  With  regard 
to  criminal  lunatics,  he  did  not  know  to 
what  particular  case  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  North  Belfast  referred. 
Perhaps  he  had  in  his  mind  the  circular 
ssued  by  the  Executive  Government  on 
25th  May. 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  assented. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  the  lunatics 
referred  to  in  that  circular  were  not 
criminal  lunatics  at  all,  but  lunatic 
soldiers  and  sailors,  who  had  to  be  dealt 
with  under  certain  Acts.  Criminal 
lunatics  were  sent  to  criminal  lunatic 
asylums  in  Ireland,  irrespeotive  of  the 
place  of  their  birth.  But  under  the 
Army  Acts,  1881  and  1884,  provision 
was  made  for  lunatic  soldiers  and  sailors, 
who  had  in  their  lunacy  been  guilty  of 
crime,  and  who  had  either  been  found 
unable  to  plead,  or  had  been  proved  to 
be  mad  when  they  committed  the  act. 
Those  cases  did  not  come  under  the  Act 
dealing  with  criminal  lunatics. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said,  although  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman   might   bo 
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right  in  his  law,  the  hoQ.  Member  for 
North  Belfast  was  certainlj  right  in  his 
facts  in  this  case.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  surcharge,  he  complained 
that  persons  surchaiged  who  elected  to 
appeal  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
were  precluded  from  afterwards  going 
to  the  courts  of  law  to  seek  redress. 
He  thought  a  person  surcharged  should 
have  a  right  to  go  first  to  arbitration  and 
then,  if  necessary,  to  the  courts  of  law. 

Mr.  J.  P.FARRELL  raised  the  question 
of  the  disqualification,  under  the  Irish 
liocal  Government  Act,  of  persons  serving 
oa  County  Councils,  District  Councils, 
aad  other  local  bodies,  who  had  been 
sentenced  to  hard  labour,  and  hoped  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  take  the  matter 
into  consideration  with  a  view  to  the 
re  moval  of  this  disqualification. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  had  discussed 
the  legal  aspect  of  this  question  with  his 
right  hon.  friend.  At  present  there  was 
a  statutory  disqualification,  and  the 
Executive  Government  had  no  power 
whatever  to  restore  the  qualification 
either  by  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative 
of  mercy  or  in  any  other  way.  He  had 
not  discussed  the  propriety  of  bringing 
in  any  legislation  to  alter* the  law  in 
that  respect  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  then  proceeded  to  state  the 
methods  in  which  a  person  disqualified 
could  be  proceeded  against  in  the 
«vent  of  his  continuing  to  sit  after  dis- 
qualification, which  he  said  entailed  very 
heavy  penalties  and  legal  costs,  and  he 
pointed  out  that  any  of  those  proceed- 
ings might  be  taken  by  any  body  in- 
terested, and  not  only  by  the  Executive 
authority.  The  only  possible  way  of 
altering  the  law  would  be  to  pass  fresh 
legislation.  It  was  impossible  to  carry 
on  any  system  of  local  government  or 
jtny  form  of  representative  election,  if  a 
man  were  permitted  simply  to  defy  the 
Jaw  and  to  do  what  seemed  good  to 
himself.  He  could  only  hope  that  these 
•difficulties  would  not  occur  again ;  but 
whether  a  Bill  could  be  introduced  next 
session  to  alter  the  law  in  Ireland  on 
this  point  he  was  not  able  to  say.  He 
was  not  in  a  position  to  give  any  under- 
taking that  the  Government  would  in- 
troduce legislation  on  the  subject. 


Mr.  WILLIAxM  EEDMOND  said  he 
had  listened  with  great  interest  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  because  he 
was  considerably  ioterested  in  the  case 
of  two  gentlemen  in  Clare  who  had  been 
disqualified.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  was  perfectly  accurate  in 
what  he  had  stated  to  the  Committee. 
All  this  was  done  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Executive 
Government  to  interfere.  He  thought 
one  of  the  reasons  the  hon.  Member  for 
Longford  had  brought  this  matter  for- 
ward was  that  he  might  impress  upon 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
necessity  of  introducing  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament, if  not  to  repeal  the  whole  of  the 
Crimes  Act  in  Ireland,  to  repeal  that 
portion  of  it  which  had  given  rise  to  all 
this  trouble  about  disqualification.  A 
case  of  this  kind  could  not  arise  in  Eng- 
land or  Scotland.  If  a  man  broke  the 
law  and  was  disqualified  in  either  Eng- 
land or  Scotland  he  could  not  complain. 
But  the  law  under  which  these  men 
were  sentenced  was  a  law  peculiar  to 
Ireland;  it  was  coercive  legislation 
passed  in  1887  for  Ireland  alone,  and 
therefore  it  was  impossible  to  compare 
Ireland  with  England  and  Scotland  in 
this  matter.  It  was  no  doubt  a  small 
question,  but  it  gave  rise  to  a  large 
amount  of  irritation  and  unpleasantness 
all  over  the  country.  There  had  been 
only  fourteen  men  disqualified  in  the 
whole  of  Ireland  as  the  result  of  prosecu- 
tions under  the  Crimea  Act,  and  it  cer- 
tainly did  seem  a  pity,  when  that 
Act  had  been  taken  off  almost  the 
whole  of  Ireland,  that  this  effect  of  it 
should  be  left  to  disturb  certain  dis- 
tricts. No  doubt  legislation  would  have 
to  be  introduced  if  they  wished  to 
reverse  this  portion  of  the  Act,  but  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  knew 
perfectly  well  that,  if  the  Government 
did  not  take  action  in  these  cases,  no 
one  else  would.  Could  not  the  difficulty, 
therefore,  be  met  by  the  Government 
doing  nothing  at  all  ?  They  had  read  in 
the  papers  and  in  the  speeches  of 
exalted  personges  a  great  deal  about  the 
dawning  of  a  new  era  for  Ireland.  Was 
it  worth  while  to  allow  a  small  matter  of 
this  kind  to  create  turmoil  and  irritation 
all  over    the    country  1       He    strongly 
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urged  that,  pending  the  introduction  of 
legislation,  the  Goyemment  should  play 
a  vrise  part  by  taking  no  action.  If  that 
were  done  nobody  else  would  take  action 
and  the  proceedings  would  have  no 
result.  The  attempt  to  belittle  these 
gentlemen  by  the  imposition  of  hard 
labour  had  signally  failed.  So  far  from 
being  regarded  as  criminals,  they  were 
looked  upon  as  having  been  very  harshly 
treated,  and  the  fact  that  the  hard 
labour  had  in  many  cases  been  remitted 
by  the  County  Court  Judges  had  con- 
vinced the  people  that  its  imposition  had 
been  an  unnecessary  hardship.  For  the 
present  the  reign  of  coercion  was  over, 
and  the  country  was  in  a  peaceful  con- 
dition. How  long  that  condition  would 
continue  depended  entirely  upon  the 
manner  in  which  professions  of  sym- 
pathy with  Ireland  were  carried  out. 
Was  it  worth  while  upsetting  the  peace 
of  County  Clare  and  County  Longford  by 
punishing  these  men  ?  If  the  matter 
was  left  until  next  session,  and  the 
Government  then  took  no  action,  he 
hoped  the  hon.  Member  for  Longford 
would  himself  introduce  a  short  Bill 
repealing  the  power  to  deprive  men  of 
the  right  to  serve  their  fellow-citicens 
by  the  imposition  of  hard  labour.  Th^se 
people  had  committed  no  crime  a^^ainst 
the  ordinary  law ;  they  had  simply,  by 
political  or  agrarian  action,  brought 
themselves  within  the  provisions  of  the 
Coercion  Act. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  had  already 
stated  that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to 
give  any  undertaking.  He  might,  how- 
ever, remind  the  hon.  Member  of  the 
old  maxim  that  no  man  need  cry  out 
until  he  was  hit. 

Mr.  WILLL^M  REDMOND:  If  you 

hit  me  I  will  sing  out. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent) 
said  it  was  now  admitted  that  all  they 
did  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
Crimes  Act  was  wrong,  although  they 
thought  at  the  time  that  that  Act  was 
necessary  for  the  peace  of  Ireland.  Now 
that  the  golden  age  was  beginning  to 
dawn,  and  the  Irish  had  got  their  Land 
Bill  and  everything  else,  all  these  other 
matters  should  be  forgotten.  He  hoped 
nothing  would  occur  to  mar  the  beautiful 
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pictures  which  had  been  conjured  i^  to 
their  imagination.  They  all  hoped  for 
the  best  in  Ireland,  and  if  any  bitterness 
on  the  matter  of  the  Crimes  Act  existed^ 
he  trusted  that  nothing  would  be  done  by 
the  Gk>vemment  to  prevent  that  bitterness 
passing  away. 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT  understood 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stoke  to  desire 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Crimes  Act  He 
hoped  he  would  not  desire  also  the 
withdrawal  of  the  money  for  which  he 
did  not  vote. 

Mr.  WILLLA.M  REDMOND:  Oh! 
let  bygones  be  bygones. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

3.  j£10,314,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland — Offices. 

♦Mr.  p.  J.  O'BRIEN  drew  attention 
to  the  refusal  of  the  authorities  to 
grant  the  application  of  Mr.  James 
Harknebs,  of  Nenagh,  for  a  licence  to 
sell  arms  and  ammunition.  He  con- 
tended that  the  sole  reason  for  the 
refusal  was  that  the  local  District  In- 
spector had  a  grudge  against  theapplicant. 
He,  Mr.  O'Brien,  might  say  that  he  had 
no  personallnterest  in  this  matter.  Mr. 
Harknesa,  though  a  constituent,  was  no 
political  supporter  of  his,  being  a  Pro- 
testant and  a  Uunionist,  but  of  Liberal 
tendencies,  which  he  was  glad  to  say 
were  shown  by  the  majority  of  his 
co-religionists  in  Nenagh.  The  man 
was  not  only  a  good  tradesman,  but 
a  respectable  citisen.  On  the  first 
occasion  the  application  was  set  aside  for 
inquiry,  and  the  letter  containing  the 
final  reply  of  the  resident  magistrate 
was  addressed  simply  to  ''James  Hark- 
ness,"  without  either  "  Mr."  or  **  Esq.,*' 
and  the  letter  commenced  not  with  "  Sir," 
but  with  "  Harkness,''  marking,  in  his 
opinion,  the  animus  against  him.  Surely 
even  so  high  an  official  as  a  resident 
magistrate  might  address  a  respectable 
tradesman  a  little  more  courteously. 
The  reason  given  for  refusing  the  applica- 
tion was  that  there  were  already  two 
persons  in  the  town  holding  licences.  The 
population  of  Nenagh  was  about  5,000.  In 
a  little  place  eight  miles  off,  with  a  popula- 
tion of   666,    there  were  three  perscms 
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licensed  to  sell  arms  and  ammunition, 
while  in  Tipperary,  which  was  about  the 
same  size  as  Nenagh,  there  were  no  fewer 
than  six  such  persons.  But  in  answer  to 
a  Question  across  the  floor  of  the  House, 
a  totally  different  reason  had  been  given, 
it  being  then  stated  that  Mr.  Harkness 
was  not  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  hold 
a  licence.  No  reasons  were  given  for 
that  statement,  and  he,  having  known 
Mr  Harkness  from  boyhood,  declared 
that  he  not  only  was  eminently  fitted  to 
be  entrusted  with  the  sale  of  arms 
and  ammunition,  but  was  the  only 
practical  man  in  the  district  who  could 
repair  arms.  His  brother,  Mr.  William 
Harkness,  who  was  one  of  the  two 
licensed  persons  in  the  town,  was,  of 
course,  qualified,  but  all  his  time  was 
devoted  to  his  business  of  a  plumber  and 
sanitary  engineer,  having  no  time  to 
devote  to  repairs  of  arms. 

He  begged  to  move  the  reduction  of 
the  salary  of  the  Chief  Secretary  by 
£1 00.  If  he  got  some  satisfactory  assur- 
ance from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  he 
would  not  proceed  to  a  division. 

♦Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  (Limerick, 
W.)  hoped  this  man  Harkness  would  be 
allowed  to  carry  on  the  business  which  he 
had  carried  on  for  years.  He  was  sorry 
the  Chief  Secretary  was  not  in  his  place, 
as  he  wanted  to  ask  him  a  question  or 
two  concerning  the  Eilmeen,  County 
Cork,  tradegy.  On  Tuesday  last  he  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman — 

'*  Whether  he  was  aware  that  a  memorial  was 
presented  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
in  reference  to  the  case  of  Andrew  Moore,  who 
was  convicted  at  the  Ck>rk  Spring  Assizes,  1903, 
for  the  murder  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bell,  and 
sentenced  to  be  haneed,  signed  by  the  doctors 
who  examined  the  body  of  the  deceased  and 
who  gave  evidence  at  tne  trial,  and  who  stat-ed 
in  the  memorial  that  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  say  that  the  wounds  on  the  deceased  were 
ante-mortem  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  lay 
the  case  ^before  the  Lord-Lieutenant  with  a 
view  to  the  release  of  Moore,  yfhose  sentence 
was  commuted  to  penal  servitude  ? " 

And  the  reply  was — 

*'  So  far  from  the  doctors  having  declared  that 
they  were  unable  to  say  whether  the  wound 
was  ante-mortem  or  not,  they  in  their  evidence 
most  distinctly  and  emphatically  stated  that 
it  was  their  clear  opinion  that  the  wound  must 
have  been  inflicted  during  [the  lifetime  of  the 
deceased.  The  Lord-Lieutenant,  who  had  had 
the  case  before  him,  had  not  seen  his  way  to 


exercise  the  Royal  prerogative  in  the  manner 
suggested." 

Of  course  he  was  aware  that  the  doctor» 
stated  that  in  their  evidence,  but  was  it 
not  a  fact  that  those  doctors  subsequently 
memorialised  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  and 
stated  that  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  say  that  the  wounds  on  the  deceased 
were  inflicted  during  life  1  He  was  in- 
formed on  good  authority  that  t  he- 
doctors  in  their  memorial  stated  that 
the  wounds  were  ante-mortem.  Was  the 
Attorney  -  General  aware  that  the 
Solicitor-General  for  Ireland,  who  con-^ 
ducted  this  prosecution,  relied  upon  the- 
fact,  in  addressing  the  jury,  that  no 
eyidence  of  character  was  given  on  behalf 
of  the  prisoner.  If  the  Solicitor-General 
wanted  to  carry  on  these  prosecutiona 
fairly,  he  should  rely  on  the  evidence- 
before  him  and  that  alone.  He  urged 
that  the  prisoner  ought  to  be  released. 
In  view  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Solicitor-General  chars^ed  the  jury, 
he  asked  the  Attorney-General  to  lay^ 
the  case  before  the  Chief  Secretary  with 
a  view  to  a  reconsideration  of  the  case.. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  was  understood  to- 
say  in  reply  that  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
was  mistaken.  The  doctors  in  their 
evidence  at  the  trial  and  in  their 
memorial  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  de- 
clared most  positively  that  the  wound^ 
was  inflicted  during  life.  This  matter 
rested  entirely  with  the  Lord-Lieutenant. 
With  regard  to  what  the  Solicitor- 
General  said  in  his  address  to  the  jury^ 
he  did  not  think  he  was  wrong  in  the 
observation  he  made  to  the  jury,  because 
it  was  a  mere  statement  of  law. 

*Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  asked  why 
should  the  Solicitor-General  refer  to  the 
character  of  the  prisoner  at  all  1  Why 
did  he  not  go  on  the  evidence,  because 
the  man's  character  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  case? 

Mr.  ATKINSON   said    that    the 
prisoner's  counsel  urged  that  the  prisoner 
was  a  man  of  good  character,  and  there- 
fore the  Solicitor-General  was  justified, 
in  saying  what  he  did. 

*Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  asked  why 
should    the  Crown    Solicitor    comment, 
upon  the  fact  at  all  1 
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Mr.  ATKINSON  said  it  was  the  duty 
•of  the  representative  of  the  Crown  to 
«ay  that  counsel  for  the  prisoner  had 
produced  no  evidence  of  the  fact.  The 
sentence  was  commuted,  as  the  jury 
liad  recommended  him  to  mercy.  In 
xegard  to  the  case  of  James  Harkness, 
he  was  quite  sure  that  the  hon.  Member 
had  called  attention  to  this  case  in  all 
sincerity,  but  the  hon.  Member  was 
under  an  entire  misapprehension  in 
supposing  that  the  District  Inspector 
or  anybody  was  actuated  a^inst  the 
man.  It  was  on  account  of  certain  circum- 
.stances  which  had  not  been  brought  to 
the  hon.  Member's  notice  that  James 
Harkness's  aj^lication  for  a  licence  was 
refused.  His  mother  had  held  a  licence 
iov  the  sale  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
4ind  when  she  died  William  Harkness, 
who  was  manager  of  the  business, 
obtained  the  licence.  James  Harkness, 
who  had  kept  the  books  for  his  mother, 
set  up  an  independent  business,  and 
:also  applied  for  a  licence  to  the  Resident 
Magistrate,  but  the  police  authorities 
•could  not  recommend  him  as  a  fit  person 
to  hold  a  licence  as  he  was  of  unsteady 
habits,  and  while  serving  with  his  mother 
had  not  kept  the  most  necessary  papers 
in  a  business-like  manner.  The  hon. 
Member  who  thought  that  District  In- 
spector Shiel  was  prejudicedagainst  Hark- 
ness, and  that  he  had  used  his  influence 
against  him,  wrote  a  letter  on  18th  July 
last,  in  which  he  said  that  if  County 
Inspector  Smith  had  been  consulted  a 
<M)rrect  account  of  Harkness  might  have 
been  obtained.  That  was  the  person 
from  whom  information  was  received 
that  1  e  was  not  a  proper  person  to  get 
a  licence.  As  the  hon.  Member  was 
aware,  it  was  necessary  for  one  who  sold 
arms  and  ammunition  to  furnish  the 
police  every  month  with  an  account  of 
his  sales.  That  was  the  only  way  to 
have  a  check  and  to  ascertain  how  much 
was  being  sold  and  who  were  buying  when 
affairs  were  in  a  disturbed  condition. 
This  man  would  never  supply  particu- 
lars ;  he  said  he  was  very  busy,  or  that 
he  had  other  things  to  do.  The  hon. 
Member  knew  perfectly  well  that  this 
was  one  of  the  matters  alleged  against 
him.  The  county  inspector  only  stated 
what  he  knew,  and  was  not  prejudiced 
when  he  gave  information  against  this 


man.  There  could  be  no  possible  ground 
for  suspicion  that  th  j  District  Inspector 
had  ruy  animus  against  Harkness,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  there  might  be  some 
reason  for  Harkness  to  feel  some  against 
the  District  Inspector  who,  in  his 
capacity  as  committee  man  of  a  local 
club  had  caused  the  building  to  be 
closed  at  certain  hours  owing  to  the 
disorderiy  conduct  of  some  members,  one 
of  whom  was  Harkness. 


Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.)  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  the 
Resident  Magistrate  would  be  repri- 
manded for  the  insulting  manner  in 
which  he  had  written. 


5  Mb.  ATKINSON  said  he  hardly 
thought  it  was  a  case  calling  for  a 
reprimand,  but  he  thought,  however,  his 
attention  should  be  call^  to  the  letter  if 
this  had  not  already  been  done. 


*Mr.  DELANY  said  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Attorney-General 
would  recollect  that  a  few  nights  ago  he 
put  to  him  a  Question  in  regard  to  this 
system  in  Ireland  of  making  police 
Returns  to  the  Judges  of  Assize.  The 
great  majority  of  offences  committed 
and  reported  upon  were  sending  threaten- 
ing letters.  Who  sent  these  letters  ] 
He  believed  that  most  of  them  were 
bogus,  and  that  the  judicial  system  in 
Ireland,  which  made  these  Returns 
necessary,  was  indefensible,  because  one 
of  its  effects  was  1  o  produce  criminals 
like  Sullivan,  Sheridan,  and  French. 
Why  should  it  be  given  into  the  hands  of 
such  men  to  prepare  Returns  for  the 
Irish  Judges,  who  were  expected  to  make 
speeches  on  them  1  Did  the  present 
condition  of  things  warrant  such  an  ex 
ceptional  system  ?  Under  what  law 
where  these  Returns  made,  and  what 
justification  was  there  for  their  continu- 
ance 1  His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Clare  had  spoken  of  the  hopeful  auguries 
for  the  future  in  Ireland,  and  while  he 
sympathised  with  that  speech  he 
wondered  whether  the  Committee  were 
aware  that  certain  sections  of  the 
Coercion  Act  were  practically  in  force 
in   several  counties  in   Ireland.     What 
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reason  existed  for  the  Crimes  Act  at 
all  1  It  was  passed  at  a  time  of  excite- 
ment, brought  about  by  the  Pigott 
forgeries  in  1887.  Many  changes 
had  taken  place  in  the  country  since 
then,  and  he  did  not  think  that  under 
the  present  circumstances,  with  all  the 
booming  about  a  better  state  of  things, 
that  this  Coercion  Act  should  remain  in 
force.  He  hoped  to  get  a  definite  ex- 
pression of  opinion  on  this  subject  from 
the  right  hon.  the  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland. 

I 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  Section  II. 
of  the  Crimes  Act,  which  enabled  two 
resident  magistrates  to  try  crimes  of  a 
certain  character,  was  only  enforced  in  a 
very  small  area  in  the  country ;  and  it 
was  the  desire  of  the  Chief  Secretary  as 
far  as  possible  to  relieve  the  whole 
country  from  the  operations  of  all 
exceptional  legislation.  As  to  the  police 
Returns,  with  the  centralised  system  of 
police  in  Ireland,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
police  to  keep  a  record  of  the  crimes 
which  were  reported  to  them,  and  the 
Judges  of  Assize,  as  the  representatives 
of  the  Sovereign,  had  a  right  to  demand 
from  the  persons  interested  in  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  what  infor- 
mation was  available  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  town  or  district.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  was  formerly  the  custom  to  report 
to  the  Judges  of  Assize  the  condition  of 
the  military  in  each  district.  He  remem- 
bered that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Montrose  Burghs,  when  he 
was  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  said  that 
after  investigation  he  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Judges  had  a  right 
to  demand  this  information.  Whether 
it  was  accurate  or  inaccurate  was  not  to 
the  point.  There  was  no  opportunity  of 
testing  the  accuracy  of  these  Returns, 
and  they  should  be  taken  for  what  they 
were  worth. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

And,  it  being  half  past  Seven  of  the 
Clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon 
Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again 
this  evening. 

VOL.  OXXVII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


EVENING   SITTING. 

SUPPLY  [22nd  Allottbd  Day]. 
(Considered  in  Committee.) 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

CIVIL  SERVICES   AND   REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS    ESTIMATES,    19QJ-4. 

Class  I. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
je321,697,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March  1904,  for  Rates  and 
Contributions  in  lieu  of  Rates,  &c.,  in 
respect  of  G^ovemment  Property,  and  for 
Rates  on  Houses  occupied  by  Representa- 
tives of  Foreign  Powers,  and  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Rating  of 
Government  Property  Department,  and 
for  a  Contribution  towards  the  Expenses 
of  the  Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade." 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  (IsUngton, 
S.)  said  that  while  Government 
property  was  exempt  from  rating, 
yet,  as  a  matter  of  conscience,  the 
Government  made  contributions  in  lieu  of 
theratespaidbyotherownersandoccupiera. 
Government  property  was  of  many  kinds, 
such  as  prisons,  barracks,  and  other 
buildings  ;  and  the  main  objection  to  the 
present  system  was  that  the  Government 
were  their  own  valuers,  and  that  any 
contribution  made  in  lieu  of  rates  was 
the  result  of  an  assessment  by  a  Govern- 
ment valuer.  Such  contributions  were 
not,  however,  in  themselves  adequate,- 
and  it  put  an  additional  burden  on  the 
other  owners  and  occupiers  in  any 
particular  locality.  Where  the  contribu- 
tion was  inadequate  a  small  minority  of 
the  general  taxpayers  in  the  district 
concerned  had  to  make  up  the  diflference. 
That  was  a  form  of  class  taxation  of  the 
very  worst  character.  Not  only  had  the 
ratepayers  in  a  particular  locality  to  pay 
their  own  rates,  but  they  had  to  make 
up  the  deficiency  which  resulted  from  the 
under-valuation  of  Government  property. 
He  himself  had  often  protested  against 
the  principle  of  the  Government  bemg 
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it»  own  valuer.  It  was  difficult  to  imagine 
what  would  happen  if  every  man  was  his 
own  valuer.  Why  should  not  Govern- 
ment property  be  valued  as  private 
property  by  the  local  assessment  com- 
mittee, providing,  of  course,  for  some 
form  of  appeal  or  a  settlement  by 
arbitration. 

When  the  late  Mr.    Hanbury  repre- 
sented    the     Treasury,     although     the 
principle  was  not  conceded,  there  was  a 
great     improvement     in      practice     as 
regarded  the  amounts  paid  in  rates  by 
the  Government,  and  in  fact  there  was  a 
time   when  there    was    no    very    great 
complaint  apart  from  exceptional  cases ;  | 
although     the     exceptions     were    very  j 
marked.     He  would  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee a  few  instances  of  under-assessment 
in   Islington,   Windsor,   and    Woolwich. 
In   Islington,   one  of  the    great  Metro-  i 
politan  prisons  covered  an  area  of  4  acres  i 
and   was  rated  at  only    £4,000.     Inci-  ^ 
dentally  he  might  remark  that  executions 
were  now  carried  out  in  that  prison,  the 
consequence  being  that  houses  adjoining 
the  prison  had  been  vacated,  the  assess- 
ment value  being  rendered  considerably 
lower.      The     Northern     District     Post 
Office  was  valued  at  only  £340,  and  the 
County    Court    at  £233;    and  he   was 
assured  by  the  borough  authorities  and 
by  the  chairman  of  the  rating  committee 
that   these  were  very  inadequate  valua: 
tions.      Another  prison   in    the   locality  ; 
which  covered  upwards  of  4  acres  was  I 
valued    at     only    £4,261.     These    were  i 
instances  of  the  complaints  which  were  I 
made    by    the    borough    authorities    of 
Islington.      The     borough    of    Windsor 
furnished  even  a  more  striking  illustra- 
tion.    Owing   to   the    residence  of    the 
Crown  at  Windsor,  improvements  had  to 
be  made  ;  public  works  had  to  be  carried 
out;   and  the  streets  and   roads  of   the 
borough   were  considerably  injured    by 
mounted  troops  passing  over  them.     Yet 
the  valuation  of  Government  property  in 
the  borough  was  very  low.      The  cavalry 
barracks,  which  covered  18  or  19  acres, 
were  valued  at  only  £2,350;  the  infantry 
barracks  were  only  valued  at  £1,760; 
and    he     was     assured     by     competent 
authorities  that  for  the  purposes  of  a  fair 
assessment  these  valuations  ought  to  be 
at  least  double   what  they  were.      No 
contribution  whatever  was  paid  in  respect 
of    Windsor  Castle,  which    covered    30 
acres ;  and  in  respect  of  the  Home  Park, 
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the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests 
paid  only  £30,  which  was  obviously  an 
under-assessment.      Therefore     the     in- 
habitants   of    the    borough    were    com- 
pelled to  make  up  the  deficiency  which 
existed  in  coneequenoe  of  the  inadequate 
contribution  given  by  the  Government. 
As  regarded  Woolwich,  he  was  assured 
on     competent      authority     that     the 
Arsenal,     the    Royal     Dockyards,    the 
barracks  and  other  Government  build- 
ings, were  all  considerably  undervalued. 
His    noble    friend    the     Member    for 
Greenwich,     when     the     subject     was 
debated  last  session,  spoke  very  strongly 
about  the  undervaluation  of  Government 
property    in    that    borough    also.    As 
showing  the  unfairness  of  the  valuation 
of  Government   property   in  Woolwich, 
he  would  mention  that  the  gas   works 
at    Beckton    were  valued    at  £51,440, 
whereas      the      Arsenal,     which      had 
valuable  buildings  and  fixed  machinery 
and  covered  eight  times  the  area  of  the 
gas  works,  was  valued  at  only  £55,877. 
That  was  certainly  a  great  disparity.    It 
would  not  be  fair   to    occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  further ;   and  he 
would,    therefore,    content    himself    by 
protesting     once     more      against    the 
principle  which  he  had  described. 

Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS  (Flint  Boroughs) 
said  that  he  was  so  often  in  agreement 
on    administrative    questions   with  the 
hon.   Baronet    that    he    found    himself 
with    the    greatest    regret    obliged    to 
differ     from    him      on     this    occasion. 
The      hon.     Gentleman        represented 
with  conspicuous    ability    the  interests 
of     municipal      corporations      in     this 
House.      However,    he   himself   trusted 
that     whatever     action     the    Treasury 
might  take  in  this    matter,  they  would 
remember  the    extremely    liberal    pro- 
vision which  had  already  been  made  in 
this     connection.      There    wat    a  time 
when  no  provision  at  all  was  made.   The 
fact  was  that  it  was  a  great  benefit  to  a 
city  or  town  to   have  these  Government 
institutions.     He  had  in  his  mind  towns 
which     were     now    competing    for  the 
establishment    of    similar    institutions; 
and  he    knew    that    they     would   be 
prepared   to   make    great    sacrifices   to 
secure  them.     He    believed    there    was 
among     hon.      Members     representing 
country    constituencies,   at    all  events. 
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a  very  strong  feeling  that  the  utmost 
possible  limit  had  b^een  reached  in 
this  matter  ;  and  he  could  assure  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  he  would 
receive  very  considerable  support  in 
resisting  a  motion  to  increase  the  present 
contributions.  He  again  wished  to 
express  his  very  great  r^ret  that  he  was 
obliged  to  differ  from  his  hon.  friend  on 
that  particular  question. 

Mr,  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  he  agreed  with  what  had  been  said 
by  his  hon.  friend.  Originally,  rates 
were  not  paid  in  respect  of  Crown 
property ;  and  subsequently  the  principle 
was  introduced  of  paying  a  certain 
amount  as  a  gratuitous  allowance.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  there  was  a 

Seat  variety  of  Crown  property.  In 
mdon,  they  had  many  museums  which 
were  of  enormous  benefit  to  the  inhabit- 
ants. It  was  obvious  that  where  build- 
ings of  that  kind  were  concerned,  it 
would  be  grossly  unfair  to  rate  them  as 
if  they  were  private  property,  and  that 
they  should  be  handed  over  to  the  local 
authority  for  rating  purposes.  If  they 
were  handed  over,  it  would  be  found 
that  they  would  be  valued  for  assessment 
at  a  very  considerable  sum  indeed. 
When  private  property  was  valued,  the 
valuation  was  based  on  a  just  and  pro- 
portionate principle,  because  the  character 
of  the  properties  was  similar;  but  no 
principle  of  comparison  would  exist  in 
connection  with  the  valuation  of  Govern- 
ment buildings,  as  they  were  of  an 
entirely  different  class.  The  question  had 
been  frequently  raised  and  the  Govern- 
ment had  always  opposed  it.  He  him- 
self thought  the  Government  property 
should  be  classified.  For  instance,  why 
should  the  British  Museum,  which  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  in  which  it 
was  situated  availed  themselves  of,  and 
which  increased  the  valuation  of  adjacent 
property,  be  liable  to  increased  taxation  % 
Then  again,  with  reference  to  post 
offices,  every  local  authority  wanted  the 
post  office  to  select  the  best  site  in  the 
town,  and  to  erect  the  most  handsome 
building;  but  then  they  asked  the 
post  office  to  pay  heavily  in  rates  be- 
cause of  the  value  of  the  site  and  the 
building.  If  a  local  authority  insisted 
on  a  valuable  building  being  put  up, 
it  was  unfair  that  they  should  assess  it 


accordingly.  The  hon.  Baronet  had 
taken  a  most  active  part  in  obtaining 
rates  for  Government  property,  and 
bad  rendered  an  incalculable  amount  of 
benefit  to  local  authorities,  who,  he 
was  sure,  appreciated  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's exertions.  When,  however,  a  new 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  appointed, 
the  demand  of  the  hon.  Baronet  was 
certain  to  be  renewed.  In  1895  the 
Government  rates  in  England  amounted 
to  £250,800;  at  present  they  were 
£485,500,  or  nearly  double.  The  build- 
ings had  not  doubled  in  that  period,  and 
it  was  obvious  that  it  was  the  valuation 
which  went  up. 

Sir    a.      ROLLIT     said     that    the 
poundage  had  also  increased. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  said  that  was  so,  but 
it  had  not  increased  100  per  cent.  In 
Scotland,  the  amount  of  Government 
rates  in  1895  was  £20,500,  now  it  was 
£23,000;  in  Ireland  the  respective 
amounts  were  £41,000  and  £52,000. 
Scotland  appeared  to  be  absolutely 
stationary,  although  the  rates  in  the 
other  countries  had  increased  by  leaps 
i  and  bounds.  There  was  great  complaint 
;  in  Scotland  that  the  telegraph  wires 
I  were  not  valued,  and  it  was  contended 
!  that  they  should  be  valued  just  as  if  they 
were  the  property  of  a  private  company, 
such  as  the  National  Telephone  Company. 
He  hoped  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
would  be  able  to  inform  the  Committee 
what  was  the  amount  of  assessment  now 
levied  on  the  Osborne  estate,  \^hich  had 
been  handed  over  to  the  Government. 
The  total  revenue  from  the  estate  was 
'  only  £1,000,  and  it  was  probable  that 
;  the  Government  would  be  asked  to  pay 
far  more  than  that  amount  as  rates. 
The  hon.  Baronet  referred  to  the  Beck- 
ton  Gas  Works,  but  it  was  well  known 
that  the  principle  on  which  gas  works 
were  valued  differed  very  much  from  the 
principle  on  which  dwelling-houses  were 
valued.  The  valuation  of  gas  works  was 
based  on  the  revenue  which  was  derived 
from  them.  A  Return  should,  however, 
be  presented  to  Parliament  showing  the 
valuation  of  all  the  property  of  the  Crown 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  rated  ;  and  in  com- 
piling that  Return  it  would  be  important 
to  classify  Government  property  as  far  as 
possible.  Property  of  a  mercantile  character 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


199      Supply— CivU  Services  and      {COMMONS}       Revenue  Depts.  EsHmaUs.      20() 


shoiild  be  dealt  with  on  the  same  principle 
as  if  it  were  privately  owned.  If  the 
Gk>vernnient  carried  on  dockyards  and 
other  businesses  which  were  also  carried 
on  by  private  enterprise  they  oi^ht  to  pay 
rates  just  as  if  they  were  private  indi- 
viduals. But  there  was  a  ^eat  distinc- 
tion between  cases  of  that  kind,  and,  for 
instance,  the  case  of  Windsor  Castle. 
Everyone  knew  that  the  Castle  did  not  in 
any  way  deteriorate  Windsor ;  the  very 
fact  that  the  Castle  was  there  increased 
property  all  round.  The'  population 
flocKed  to  the  Castle,  not  the  Uastle  to 
the  population.  He  hoped  the  matter 
would  be  put  on  a  fair  footing ;  but  the 
principle  should  not  be  conceded  that 
Government  property  should  be  handed 
over  to  an  ordinary  valuation  tribunal  or 
even  a  County  Court  Judge.  At  present 
they  had  to  pay  three  prices  for  Govern- 
ment property;  and  the  same  principle 
would  occur  in  connection  with  valuation. 


The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Eluot,  Durham) 
said  the  two  hon.  Grentlemen  opposite 
had  discussed  the  subject  brought 
before  the  Committee  in  the  able 
and  interesting  speech  of  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Islington 
very  impartially.  The  hon.  Gentlemen 
pointed  out  very  clearly  what  were  the 
considerations  which  it  behoved  the 
Government  to  bear  in  mind  in  consider- 
ing this  question.  The  question  they  had 
to  consider  was  how  far  money  was 
to  be  provided  by  the  local  ratepayer 
and  how  far  by  the  general  taxpayer. 
It  was  an  old  principle  handed 
down  from  their  ancestors  that  the  Crown 
property  was  not  to  be  subject  to  rates. 
Crown  property  nowadays  represented 
public  property ;  and  the  effect  of  putting 
taxation  on  Crown  property  was  merely 
to  take  money  out  of  the  pocket  of  the 
public  or  general  taxpayer  instead  of 
taking  it  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  local 
ratepayer.  He  listened  with  great  in- 
terest to  the  speech  of  his  hon.  friend  who 
brought  forward  the  subject.  It  was  a 
little  difficult  to  pity  the  inhabitants  of 
Windsor,  for  all  knew  that  the  cause  of 
the  prosperity  of  Windsor,  and  in  no 
small  degree  of  its  wealth,  was  the  pre- 
sence there  of  a  residence  of  the  Sovereign. 
It  was  perfectly  true  that  palaces  in  the 
personal  occupation  of  the  Sovereign  were 
not  rated  at  all;  but  all  other  Crown 

Mr.  CaUiweU, 


property  was  now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,, 
subject  to  contributions  for  local  purposes. 
The  principle  adopted  by  the  Department 
was  to  send  down  to  the  different  localities 
their  own  valuers,  who,  to  the  best  of 
their  ability,  put  on  Crown  property  an 
assessable  value.  The  valuer  miade  it  a 
rule  to  see  the  assessment  committee  in 
a  locality,  and  to  inquire  into  the  genev-al 
rating  in  the  district,  and  endeavoured  to 
find  out  what  would  be  an  adequate  and 
proper  contribution  to  the  local  rates.  la 
99  cases  out  of  100 — indeed,  in  999  cases 
out  of  1,000 — there  was  no  difficultv  in 
coming  to  an  agreement  with  the  local 
authority. 

Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich)  said  t'.ie 
local  authorities  had  to  take  what  was 
offered,  or  get  nothing. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  said  that  unless  there 
was  satisfaction,  he  did  not  think  they 
could  have  the  present  peaceful  and  happy 
state  of  agreement.  At  any  rate,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  assessment  committees 
did  not  make  any  complaints  against  the 
valuations.  He  ventured  to  think  that 
was  a  fair  proof  of  the  fairness  with  which 
valuations  were  conducted.  Rating 
matters,  no  doubt,  rested  largely  on  an 
old  law  sanctified  by  centuries,  namely, 
what  a  hypothetical  tenant  would  be 
likely  to  give  for  particular  premises. 
But  there  a  great  difficulty  arose,  be- 
cause how  could  it  be  estimated  what  a 
hypothetical  tenant  was  willing  to  offer 
for,  for  instance,  a  lunatic  asylum,  a 
cavalry  barracks,  or  a  submarine  mine.  It 
came  to  this,  that  they  had  to  take  one 
thing  with  another;  and  he  agreed 
that  it  was  a  very  great  proof  of  the 
fairness  of  the  present  system  that  so 
very  few  complaints  were  received. 
Owing  to  the  efforts  of  his  hon.  friend^ 
no  doubt,  there  had  been  a  great  change 
in  these  matters,  and  public  property 
now  contributed  more  largely  to  local 
purposes  than  previously.  But  when 
his  hon.  friend  contended  that  not  only 
should  local  property  contribute  to  local 
purposes,  but  that  the  locality  should 
decide  what  amount  should  be  paid  by 
public  property,  he  could  not  agree,  as 
it  lay  with  the  Government  to  maintain 
the  balance  as  between  the  general  tax- 
payer and  the  local  ratepayer.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lanark  suggested  that 
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telegraph  wires  were  not  rated  in 
ScoUand.  He  did  not  understand  that 
that  was  the  case. 


Mb.  CALDWELL  asked  on  what 
valuation  they  were  rated. 

Mr.  EliLIOT  said  he  understood  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  complaint  was  that 
the  telegraph  wires  were  not  rated  at 
aU. 

Mh.  CALDWELL  said  he  understood 
that  local  authorities  in  Scotland  com- 
plained that  the  amoimt  was  not 
sufBcientt 

Mr,  ELLIOT  said  he  was  sure  that 
tlic  hon.  Gentleman  understood  the 
matter  thoroughly,  otherwise  he  would 
not  have  brought  it  forward ;  but  he 
was  informed  that  telegraph  wires  in 
Scotland  did  pay  a  contribution  to  local 
purposes.  He  did  not  know  that  he 
eoiild  enter  into  any  details  with  regard 
to  specific  localities,  such  as  Islington 
and  Woolwich.  He  would  say,  however, 
tliat,  with  regard  to  Woolwich,  the  valua- 
tion had  only  recently  been  revised,  and  in 
any  event  the  localities  mentioned  could 
not  be  regarded  as  neglected  areas. 
Wherever  new  buildings  were  put  up  it 
was  the  business  of  the  Government 
valuer  to  go  down  and  value  the 
premises.  The  rise  in  the  amount  paid 
in  rates  was  due  very  largely  to  the 
increase  in  pdkndage,  and  also  to  the 
new  and  more  expensive  buildings  the 
Government  were  always  erecting  or 
acquiring.  The  only  object  of  the 
Government  was  to  keep  the  balance  fair 
betvveen  the  general  taxpayer  and  the 
local  ratepayer,  and  anything  that  hon. 
Members  could  do  towards  that  object 
would  be  welcomed  by  the  Government 
«nd  would  assist  in  securing  that  what 
was  right  in  the  matter  was  done. 

Mr.  crooks  said  that  on  this  par- 
ticular question  he  had  a  very  varied  and 
wide  experience.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  talked  of 
mutual  agreement  between  the  Govern- 
ment valuer  and  the  local  authorities. 
He  Iiad  been  chairman  of  an  assessment 
committee  for  many  years,  and  had  been 
tk  party  to  many  such  agreements  ;  but 
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they  were  always  arrived  at  because  they 
were  told  the  Gfovernment  were  prepa  e  d 
to  give  a  certain  sum  and  no  more,  and 
that  there  was  no  appeal.  It  was  a  case 
of  leave  it  or  take  it ;  and,  of  course,  it 
was  accepted  with  the  best  possible 
grace. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  said  that  when  local 
authorities  wrote  and  said  they  entirely 
agreed  with  the  valuations,  he  did  not 
think  it  could  be  said  that  an  agreement 
had  been  extorted  from  them. 

Mr.  CROOKS  said  that  was  the  art  of 
pohte  letter-writing.    It  was  the  duty  of 
the  clerk  to  a  local  authority  to  inform 
the  Government  of  what  had  happened 
in  the  politest  possiUe  langjuage.    The 
argument  that  it  was  a  distinct  advan- 
tage to  a  locality  to  have  Government 
buildings     was    pushed    too  far.     For 
instance,   what    advantage  was  it  to  a 
locality    to    have  such   a    building    as 
Holloway      GaoH      He     thought    the 
Government  should  be  put  in  exactly  the 
same  position  as  a  private  firm.     The 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lanark  said  that 
although    he    was    not    in    favour    of 
Government    property  paying    on    full 
assessment,     nevertheless     Government 
telegraph  wires  should  be  fully  assessed. 
That  was  the  old  argument  of  assessing 
everybody  else.    The  Government  should 
get    over    all    these     squabbles    about 
assessment  if  they  introduced  a  measure 
to  carry  out  a  proper  permanent  assess- 
ment, to  which   all  property  would   be 
liable.  At   present,  many  people  got  off 
because  they  had  friends  on  the    local 
assessment  committee.    Others  had  to 
pay  more  because  they  had   no  friends. 
A  post  office  or  a  police  station  had  a 
right  to    contribute  to  the  looal  rates 
just  as  if  it  were  in  private  occupation 
A  new  ammunition  company  which  was 
now     established     at    Flumstead     was 
perfectly  entitled  to  say  that  if  Woolwich 
Arsenal  was  properly  assessed  they  should 
not  be  called  upon  to  pay  as  much  as 
they  were.    Surely,  it  was  not  impossible 
to  arrive   at  a  proper  method  oi  assess- 
ment.   It  was   asked  why  should  th^ 
rate  the  Palace  of  Westminster ;  but  if 
the  Palace  of  Westminster  were  removed 
what  magnificent  flats  could  be  put  up, 
and  what  a  large  assessment  they  would 
yield.     He  hoped  the  contributions-in-aid 
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would  go  on  increasing  until  the 
Government  agreed  to  an  impartial  and 
proper  assessment. 

Mr.  WHITLEY(HaUfax)  said  there  was 
an  item  for  £8,000  for  rates  for  houses 
occupied  by  the  representatives  of  Foreign 
Powers.  That  was  £1,600  increase  over 
last  year;  and  he  was  informed  that 
the  representatives  of  this  country  in 
foreign  countries  did  not  have  their 
rates  paid  for  them.  He  wished  to  know 
if  that  was  correct  or  not.  If  it  was,  it 
was  curious  that  this  country  should  be 
asked  to  pay  the  rates  of  foreign  repre- 
sentatives, whereas  its  own  representa- 
tives abroad  had  to  pay  their  own  rates. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  said  the  rates  remitted 
on  the  houses  of  representatives  of 
foreign  countries  were  remitted  according 
to  a  system  of  reciprocity.    In  the  cases 


where  remissions  were  given  our  repre" 
sentatives  abroad  were  similarly  treated. 

Mr.  OALDWELL  said  he  wished  to  move 
to  reduce  Item  Q — the  Government  con- 
tribution of  £10,000  to  the  expenses  of 
the  Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade — by  the 
sum  of  £1,000.  When  this  matter  came 
before  the  late  Mr.  Hanbury  he  took 
very  considerable  interest  in  it.  Now, 
however,  London  had  the  benefit  of 
two  sums — not  only  the  contribution  of 
£10,000,  but  also  the  amount  paid 
locally  on  Government  property. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "That 
Item  G  be  reduced  by  £1,000  in  respect 
of  the   Metropolitan  Fire    Brigade.  "- 

{Mr.  Caldwell) 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  70  ; 
Noes,  179.    (Division  List  No.  229.) 


Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Bayley,  Thomas  {Derbyshire) 
Bell,  Richard 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigff.  John 
Broaidnarst,  Henry 
Brown,  Geo.  M.  (EdivJburgh) 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channinff,  Francis  Allston 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  fcharles 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Donglas,  Charles  IM.  {Lanark) 
ElilMtnk,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fuller,  J.  M.  P. 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hayne,Bt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Healv,  l^mothy  Michael 
Henderson,  Arthur  {Durfvam) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
HmnphrevB-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton.  Alfred  E.  {Morley) 


AYES. 

Jaooby,  James  Alfred 

Jones,  William  {Camarvonsh. 

Kearley,  Hudson  £. 

Labouchere,  Henry 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfnd  {Cornwall 

La^land-Barratt,  Franoui 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benj. 

Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Moss,  Samuel 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  {Tipperary,  N.) 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Price,  Rrobert  John 

Prieertley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Riffg,  Richard 

RoSrts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Roberts,  John  H.  {Denoighs.) 


Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbt«  L.  (Olevdand) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  {Whitechapel^ 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Sliipmao,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  .John  {Forfarshire) 
Speneer,RtHn  C.  R.  {Northantf 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  {Eaddiffe 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  {HaMings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  {York  W.  R.\ 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Walton,  J.  LawBon  {Luds^  8.) 
Wamer,Thoma8  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  €Mlowaj 
White,  Luke  {York,  E.R.) 
Whitelev,  George  ( York,  W,  B. 
Whitley,  J.  H.  {Halifax) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes  — 
Mr.  Caldwell  and  Mr* 
Wallace. 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt.  JosceUne  FitzRoy 
BaUey,  James  {Walworth) 
Balearres.  Lord 
Balf our,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  {MancNr 
Balfour,  RtHnGeraldW.  {Leeds 
Balf onr,  Kenneth  R.  {Christch. ) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Beach,  KtHn  Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Bigwood,  James 

J/r.  Crooks. 


NOES. 

Bill,  Charies 
Blundell,  Colonel  Hennr 
Bosoawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bousfield.  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Col.  H.  F.  {Midd'x) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotberton,  Edward  AUeo 
BuU,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts.  W. 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M{Dnblin  Univ. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  {N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish ,  V.  C.  W.  ( Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 


Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  {Birm 
Chamberlain,RtHn  J.  A.  ( Wore 
Chamberlayne,  T.  {Sautkmpin 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Olive,  Captain  Pennr  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
CoghiU,  Douglas  Harrf 
Conen,  Benjamin  Louii 
Collingd,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,A.  Cameron  {Glasgow} 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Doum,  North) 
Cor,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbrldx* 
Craig,Charlc8  Curtis(i4n/rwi*,'Sr 
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6»  Charles  Alfred 
Crooks,  William 
Croasley,  Sir  Savile 
DaikeiUi,  Earl  of 
DaT«nport.  Willkm  Bromley 
DickacMi,  Charles  Scott 
^'^tS^y  John  K.  D.  Wlngfidd- 
Dimsdale  Kt.  Un.Sir  Joseph  C. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Darning- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Dooglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  (HanU,  W,) 
Faber,  George  Deoiaon  (York) 
Fellowe6,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fen;iisson,RtHn.  Sir  J.  (Mant^r 
Fieiden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Fialay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firhank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
FoTster,  Heniy  William 
Fo«ter,Philip8.  ( Warhnck,S.  W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Graidner,  Ernest 
Qibbs,HnA.G.H(6'f<y  of  Land 
Grordoo.  J.  (Londonderry,  8,) 
Gore,  Hon.  S.F.Ormsby-iitnc. 
Gooldinff,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,Henry  D.  (Shrewsbitry) 
Greeoe,  W.  Raymond  {Carnos 
Greyille,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG.(ilftcra; 
Hare,  Thomas  Lei^h 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath.  James  (Staffbrds.N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hender8on,SirA.  {Stafford,  W. ) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 


Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard  J.  {Midd.,  Tottenham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteta 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Lambton,Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andsew  Btniar  (Okugow 
Lawreno^  Sir  Jos.  {Monm*th) 
LawBon,  J.Grant  ( Vorks.  ,N.  R. 
Lee,  A.  H.  {HanU,  Farthatn) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Henea^e 
Leveson-Gower,  Fredk.  N.  S. 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  {Bristol,  S. 
Lonsidale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  {Cumb.  EshdaU) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lucas, Reginald  J.  ( Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Cummiog 
M* Arthur,  Charles  {Liverpool) 
M'lver  ^\vLer9f\A{Edinhurgh  W 
MilTain,  Thomas 
Montaffu,  Hou.J.Scott:(^anto) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Mdton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray.Rt.  Hn  AGraham(Bu^ 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry^ 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  {Bath 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.  (Galicay,N. 
O'Neill,  Hon  Robert  Torrens 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman.  Ernest  George 
Pryoe-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pruryis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 


Raaoh,  Major  Frednrio  Game 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  {Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jaa.  Farquharsoa 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ren  wick,  George 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  {Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Eaye 
liound,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Sackrille,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thoe.  Mylea 
Seely ,  Maj  J.  E.  B.  {Isle  of  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
ShawStewart,  M.  H.  {Renfrew 
^ncladr,  Louis  (Bomfora) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith, Abel  H.  {HeHford,East\ 
Smith,Jame8Paiker(  Lanark. ) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  {Strand^ 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W  .Bromiwick) 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes,) 
Stroyan,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  {East  Toxtetia 
Thomp8on,Dr.  EC(ifo»flk7A*iJi  / 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Yalentia,  Yiscount 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Webb,Colonel  William  Creorge 
Welby,SirCharlesG.E.(i\ro««. ) 
Whiteley,H  {Ashton-und-Lvne 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wil8on-Todd,SirW.H.(  FarA». ) 
Wodehou8e,Rt.Hn.E.  B„{Bath 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Georgo 

Tbllkks  fob  thk  Nois  - 
Sir  Alexander  Aclan*'- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

And,  it  being  after  Ten  of  the  clock, 
the  Ohairman,  in  pursuance  of  Standing 
Order  15,  put  seyerally  the  Questions 
That  the  total  amounts  of  the  Votes 
outstanding  in  each  Glass  of  the  Civil 
Service  Estimates,  including  Supplemen- 
taiy  Estimates*  and  the  total  amount  of 
the  Votes  outstanding  in  the  Estimates 
for  the  Army,  be  granted  for  the 
senrices  defined  in  those  Classes  and  Esti- 
mates. 

Class  L 
2.  Question  put,  *'  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £133,423,  be    granted  to  His 


Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1904,  for  the  following  Services  included 
in  Class  I.  of  the  Stimates  for  Civil 
Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

13.  Public  Works  and   Build- 

ings, Ireland  -        -  106,128 

14.  Railways,  Ireland      -        •    27,214 


dB133,342  " 


The  Committee  divided : — ^Ayes,  191 
Noes,  72.     (Division  List  No.  230.) 


Agff-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
AEbnsen,  Aug.  Henrr  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  fieynell 


AYES. 

Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Badey ,  James  ( Walworth) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
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Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.J.  {ManchW 
Balfour,Rt.HnGerald  W.  {Leed* 
Balfour,  Kenneth  h.  (Christch. 
^nburv,  Sir  Frederick  Georije 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  SirM.  Hicks 
higwood,  James 
BiU,  Charles 
lilundell.  Colonel  Henry 
Bosoawen.  Arthur  Griffith 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Col.  H.  F.  (Micld'x 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  8t.  John 
Brothercon,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N,  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.  {Derbyshire 
C^yaer,  Sir  Charles  William 
CecU    Erelyn  {A$ton  Manor) 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hon  J.  (Birm, ) 
Chamberlain,RtHnJ.  A.(  Wore 
Chamberlayne,  T.  {Southmptn 
Chapman,  Edward 
Oiurchm,  Winston  Spencer 
Chve,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.E 
Coghill,  Dourfas  Hany 
Curimgs,  Rt.  Hqh.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,A.  C&meron  {Glasgow) 
Corbett,T.  L.  {Doum,  Nirth) 
Cax,  IrwmEdward  Bainbridire 
Craig,Charle8Curti8(^»i/rtm;^ 


Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crooks.  William 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
S^^»  Jo^n  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dim8dale,Rt.Hon.SirJo6ephC. 
Doughty,  Gtorce 
Douglas  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edwarrl 
5!ir"i°g:I^wrence.  Sir,  Edwin 
f^^o«^.f?- A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Jaber,  Edmund  B.{Jfants,  W. ) 
^aber,  George  Denison  {York) 
Fellowe8,Hun.AiKvyn  Edward 
*  ergus8on,Rt.  HnSirJ.  {Manc'r 
Ilelden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
*inch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
FinUy,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbenk,  Sir  Joseph  Thomaa 
i^lannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Hennr  WiJli^m 
Fo8ter,Philip3.  ( Warwick^SW) 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 


Afher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Galr 
Bayley,  Thoma*  {Derbyshire) 
Bell,  Richard 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dqlling 
Brigg,  John 
Broadlrarst,  Heniy 
Brown,George  M.  {Edinburgh) 
Caldwell,  James 


Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbe,Hn.  A.G.  H.  {CityofLond, 
Godson,  Sir  Augnstut  Fredk. 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonderry,  S,) 
Gordon,Maj Evans  {Tr'HnUets 
Gore,  HnGH.  C.Ornisby  {S^op) 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.Ormsby-  {Line 
Gouldiug,  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury) 
Greene, W.Raymond  {Cambs.) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Iver  Churchill 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hamilton  RtHnLordG(J»f irfef  a; 
Hare,  Thomas  Leish 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hafllett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hatch,  Ernest  Fredeiick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  James  {Staffs.,  N.  W.)  i 
Heaton,  John  Henniker  ' 

Henderson,SirA  {StafordyW.) 
Hermon- Hodge,  Sir  Kob^  T. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hornby,  Sir  \Mlliam  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Patersun 
Howard, J.  {Midd., Tottenham) 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustaca 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Keoyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  {Denbigh 
J^mbton.  Hon.  Fredei  ick  W  m. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  ( Glasgow) 
Lawrence,SirJ.  ^^^h{Afonm'th) 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks  NB) 
Lee,  A.  H.  {Bants,  Fareham) 
Lejjge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.S. 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Lodtr,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  RtHon  Walter(i?m/o/^\ ) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  {Cumb,,  Eskdale) 
Lowiher,Rt.  Hon.  James(^en^) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  {Portstnouth 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M'Arthur,  Charles  {Liverpool 
M'lver.SirLe  wis(^rftii6wr^A  W 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  {Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scolt(irrtn<*) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,DavidJ(  Walthamstow 
Mori  ell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndhani(Ba/A) 


Myers,  William  Henry 
l^iiiholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,Col.  John  F,{Galvxiy^ 
O'Neill,  Hon  Robett  Torrens 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpont,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pret>Tnan,  Ernest  George 
Pryce  Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  {Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquh&rson 
Renahaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.  Chas.Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  {Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Sackville,  Cul.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandys,  Lieut.  -CoLThoe.  My  les 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  h{lsle  of  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.H.  {Renfrew) 
Sinclair,  Louis  {Romjord) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,   Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.  {Hertford,  E,) 
Smith,  JamesParker  {Lancurks) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir E.{W,  Bromwich) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  {Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Edward  Jas.  {Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Stioyaii,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  {East  Toxteih) 
ThompsonDr.  EC(  AfoiMi^A'«,N 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,RtHn.SirWimamH. 
Webb,Colonel  William  Geoi^e 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts) 
Whiteley,  B..(Ashion'U.'Lyne) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
WUson-Todd,SirW.H.(KorA») 
Wodehouse,  RtHn.  E.  R.  {Bath) 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomaa 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes 

Sir     Alexander    Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


NOES. 

Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  AUston 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Dakiel,  James  Heniy 
Delany,  William 
Dilke.   Rt.   Hon.   Sir  Charles 
DouglM,  Charles  M.  {Lanark) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 


FnUer,  J.  M.  F. 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chaa.  Seale- 
Healv,  Timothy  Michael 
Henderson,  Arthur  {Durham) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
HumphreysOwen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morlcy) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
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Jones,  Wm.  ICamarvoMhire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  £. 


LabovGiMre,  Heniy 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfnd  {Comivall 

Lajlaod-Barratt,  Francis 

Leigh,  Sir  JoBejph 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

McLaren,  Sir  Charlee  Benj. 

Karkham,  Arthur  Basil 

Moss,  Samuel 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  {Tipperary,  N,) 

O'Mara,  James 

Partington,  Oswald 

Panlton,  James  Mellor 

Class  IL 

3.  Question  put,  "That  a  sum  not 
exceeding  £366,072,  be  granted  to  His 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  C&rge  which  will 
<$ome  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for 
the  f oUowing  Services  included  in  Class  II. 
of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 
House  of  Lords  Offices  -  4,507 
House  of  Commons  Offices  -  1 6, 820 
Foreign  Office  -  -  -  34,887 
Privy  Council  Office  -  -  5,130 
Mercantile  Marine  Services  68,860 
Civil  Service  Commission  -  25,393 
Exchequer  and  Audit  -  38,321 
Friendly  Societies  Registry  4,581 
Public  Works  Loan  Com- 


Peanon,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Bea,  Bussell 
Rigg,  Richard 

B<^rts,  John  Bryn  (Eifian) 
Roberts,  John  H.  {Denbighs,) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
RuBciman,  Walter 
Samuel, Herbert  L.  {Cleveland 
Samuel,  S.  M.  {W?Mechapd) 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shipman.  Dr.  John  G. 
Spencer,  RtHnC.  R.  {NortharUs 
•riiylor,  Theo.  C.  (Radclife) 
Thomas,F.  Freeman  {Hastinas) 
Thomson,  P.  W.  (Tori,  W.  5.) 


Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  Gk<nrge 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert         ^    ^  ^ 
Walton,John  Lawson  {Leeas^b. 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  {York,  E,R.) 
Whiteley,  George,  ( York  WM, 
Whit1ey,J.  H.  {Halifax) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Fenwick  and  Mr. 
Mansfield. 


1. 

j2. 

5. 

7. 

9, 
13. 
14. 
15. 
2L 

mission  L*        *        " 

22.  Registrar-General's  Office  - 

25.  Works  and  Public  Build- 

ings Office 

26.  Secret  Service  - 


13 
22,942 

37,200 
25,000 


Scotland. 

27.  Secretary    for    Scotland's 

Office     -  .     - 

28.  Fishery  Board  -        - 

29.  Lunacy  Commission  - 

30.  Registrar-General's  Office  - 

31.  Local  Government  Board  - 

Ireland. 

32.  Lord-Lieutenant's  House- 

hold      -        -        -        - 
35.  Charitable  Donations  and 
Bequests 

37.  Public  Record  Office  - 

38.  Public  Works  Office  - 

39.  Registrar-General's  Office  - 

40.  Valuation    and    Boundary 

Survey  -        -        -        - 


9,985 
10,837 
3,162 
3,145 
9,157 


2,817 

997 

3,348 

20,053 

6,894 

12,023 


£366,072  " 


The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  191 ; 
Noes,  70.     (Division  List  No.  231.) 


Agg-Garduer,  James  Tynte 
Allhosen,  Ang.  Heniy  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Revnell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Atkinson,  Bight  Hon.  John 
Kagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzBoy 
Bailey,  James  ( H  alworth) 
Balcarres.  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.  Hn.  A  J.  {MancKr) 
Balfour,Rt.  HnGeraldW(  Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  {Christch. 
Banhury,  Sir  Frederick  GJeoive 
Beach,  tU.  Hon.  SirM.  Hicks 
Biewood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henjnr 
Boecawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,Col.  Henry  F.  {Midd'x 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Boll,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 


AYES. 

Batcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  {N.  Lanes, 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  (Derbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain, Rt.  Kn.J.{Birm. 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J  A  ( Wore 
Chamberlayne,  T.  {Southmptn 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Sjienoer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Hany 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A  Cameron  {Glasg.) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 
Cor.  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Craig,  CharlesCurtis(  A  ntrim^S 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cn  ssley.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 


Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jos.  C. 
Dixon-HarUand,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doughty,  George 
Dou^as,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  {Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  Georj^e  Denison  {York 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergusson,  RtHn.  Sir  J.  {Manc*r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Kt.  Hon.  (Jeorge.  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fiirbcmk,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Flannery,  Sir  Forteecue 
Flower,  Ernest 
FoTster,  Henrv  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warunck,  S.W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Eme.«»t 
Gibbs,  Hn  A.  G.  ^.{Oity  ofLond 
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Godson,  Sir  Auguatua  Fredk. 
Gordon,  J.  [L<mdonderry,  S,) 
Gordan,Mai  Evana  {Tr.  HmlU 
Gore,Hn.GKC.  Onn^hy-^Salop 
Gore,  Ha  S.  P.Ormsl:^-  {Line 
Goulding;.  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,HenryD.  {Shrewsbury 
Greene,  W.  Baymond  (Combs 
Greville,  Hon.  Konald 
Groves,  Jamee  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Ohnrchill 
HaJl,  Edward  Marshall 
Haimlton,  Rt  Hn  lA.O,{Midz 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hasle4;t,  Sir  Jamee  Homer 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Q^orsre 
Heath,  James  {Staffs.,  N.W.) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson.Sir  A.  {Staford,  W. 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  {Midd,,  Tottenham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Kenyon,  Hn.  Geo.  T.  {Denbigh 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Gkugnw 
Lawronoe,  Sir  Joe.  {MonnCth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  {Liverpool 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  YorksNJi. 
Lee,  ArthurH.  {Hants,Fareham 
Legge,  Col.  Hoo.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Fredk.  N.  S. 
Lookwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Georald  Walter  Erskioe 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  {Bristol,  S, 


Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  {Cunib.  EshddU) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (KtTU} 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reffld  J.  {Portsmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Ounmiing 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M^lver,SiTLQynB{Edinburghy  W 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Moleeiworth,  Sir  Lewie 
Montagu,  G.  (HwUingdon) 
Mon  tagu,Hon.  J.  Scott(^ante. ) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  D.  J.  {WalthamsAow) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,KtHn  A.Graham(jBt//e 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  {Bath) 
MyezB,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,  Col.  JohnP.  ( Galway^N. 
O'Neill,  Hou.  Robert  Torrens 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgine,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-CoL  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
liasch.  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  {Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farquhanon 
Renehaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 


Robertson,  Herbert  {Hackney 
Robinaon,  Brooke 
RollesUin,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  Jamee 
Saokville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Seely,Maj  J  E.  B.  {Isle  of  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edvvard  1'. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  {Benfrew^ 
Sinclair,  Louis  {Homfora) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,   Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E,) 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Zanar^»^ 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.Bromuneh) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk} 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  {Somerset] 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Stroyan,  John 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphnr  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thomp8on,Dr.EC(3fo»a^A'ni\ 
Thomion,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond.RtHn.SirWilUam  H. 
Webb,  Col.  William  Geo™ 
Welby,  Sir  Chaa.  Q.  E.  (NoUs) 
Whiteley, li{Ashton'Und-Lyne 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
WilsoiiTodd, Sir W.  H. ( Yorks 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  {Bath 
Wri^htson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wjlie,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


.Vsher,  Alexander 

Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 

Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Richard 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Caldwell,  James 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Dalziel,  James  Heniy 

Dilke,   Rt.   Hon.  Sir  CSiariee 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Emmoit,  Alfred 

Fenwick,  CSiarlee 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Griffith,  ElUs  J. 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 

Healv,  Timothy  Michael 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Homlman,  Frederick  John 

Class  IIL 

4.  Question   put,   ''That  a  sum,   not 
exceeding  £l,402,874f,be  granted  to  His 


NOES. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  0. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Mortey) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Lawson, Sir  Wilfrid  (Comtoall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
M*Laren,Sir  Charles  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Bacil 
Mose,  Samuel 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
Pitrtington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  Jamee  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Rigg,  Richard 
RoMrts,  John  Biyn  (Eijhn) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 


Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  ^Whitechapel) 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shipman.  Dr.  John  G. 
Spencer,  RtHnC.  R.  (NoHhants 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(BadcliJe) 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  (Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  & 
Tomkinson,  Jamee 
Toulmin,  Gewge 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S,y 
Warner.  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley.  G.  (York,  W.  S.) 
Whitley  J.  n,(H€difax) 
Yozall,  Jamee  Menry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Luke  White  and  Mr. 
Levy. 


Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
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1904,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
following  Services  included  in  Class  III. 
of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz  : — 


1. 

0 

•i. 

Law  Charges 
Miscellaneous  Legal 
Expenses    . 

Scotland. 

38,984 
22,489 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 

Law    Charges    and 
Courts  of  Law    . 

Register        House, 
Edinburgh  . 

Crofters'     Commis- 
sion   .... 

Prisons 

Ireland. 

52,405 

27,053 

2,790 
50,840 

14. 

Law    Charges    and 
Criminal  rrosecu- 
tions  •        •        •        • 

33,600 

15. 

Supreme  Court    of 
Judicature       and 
other   Legal    De- 
partments in  Ire- 

land   . 

57,805 

16. 

Land  Commission  . 

76,740 

17. 

County  Court  Offi- 

cers, &c.     . 

66,527 

18. 

Dublin  Metropolitan 

Police 

55,468 

19. 

Royal     Irish     Con- 

stabulary   . 

.       792,002 

20. 

Prisons 

68,508 

21. 

Reformatory      and 

Industrial  Schools 

54,099 

22 

Dundrum   Criminal 

Lunatic  Asylum  . 

3,564 
£1,402,874" 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  193  ; 
Noes,  69.     (Division  List  No.  232.) 


Agff-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
AUhuaeD,  Aug.  Henry  Eden 
AnsoD,  Sir  William  Bevnell 
Arkwnght,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-FoTster,  Hugh  0. 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Bamt,  Gapt.  Joeoeline  FitzRoy 
Bauey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Balcarres.  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manr 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.(Ze«& 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  {Christch. 
Banhuiy ,  Sir  Frederick  Qeorge 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  SirM.  HicJu 
Bigwood,  James 
Bin,  Charles 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bousfield,  M^illiam  Robert 
Bowles,  Col.  H.  F  {Middlesex 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
BrothertoD,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendi8h,V.  C.  W. {Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  WUliam 
Cecil,  Evelvn  {Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hon.  J.(Btrw» 
Chamberlain,RtHn.  J  A(  Wore, 
Chamberiayne,  T.  {Sou^mp^ 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A- 
Oodirane.  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Gecfaill,  Dooglas  Harry 
Conen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cbrbett,  A.  Cameron  {Olasg.) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Dovm,  North) 
Cox,Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 


AYES. 

Craig,CharlesCurti8(i4  ntrim,S 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cro8;»ley,   Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsaale,  Ht.  Hn.  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFredDix'n 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  Edmund  B.  {Hants,  W. 
Faber,  George  Denison  {York) 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wynEd  ward 
Fergusson,  Rt.  HnSir J.(ilfa»cV 
Fielden,  Eklward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescne 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,PhilipS.  ( Warmck,S,  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St.  Albans 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonderry ,  S.) 
Gordon,Maj  E vans(  l^rltmlets 
Gore,HnG.  RC.Ormsby.  {Salop 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.Ormsby-  {Line 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  {Shrewt^mry) 
Greene,  W\  Rayniond  {Camos, 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  Ld.Q.{i£idx 


Hare,  Thomas  Leieh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Gewge 
Heath,  James  {Staffords.N.  W 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  {Stafford,  W. ) 
Hermon-Uodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henr>' 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  {Midd.,  Tote  ham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred. 
Kenyon,  Hon,  G.  T.  (Denbigk 
Lam  bton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wiu 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasrjow 
Lawrence, Sir  Jo9eph( Mon ni  th 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  {LiverjMol 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks.SR 
Lee,  Art  h  urH.  ( Hants.FareJ^m 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Henei^e 
T.eveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskin^ 
Long,  Rt.HnWalter(5rwto/,5. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownies 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  {Cumb.y  Eskdaley 
Lowther,Rt  Hon.  James  {Kent 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reg*ld  J.  {Portsmouth)' 
Lvttdton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M*Arthur,  Charles  {Liverpool) 
M*Iver,SirLewis(-Erftw6«r^A  W 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  {Huntingdon) 
Montagu, Hon.  J.  Scott  {Hants,. 
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Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,DavidJ(  WcUthamstoxo 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Blount,  Willinm  Arthur 
Murray,  RtHn  A.  Graham  {Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  {Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
NidLolaoiL,  William  Graham 
Nolan,CoL  John  V.{Galway,N. 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ra8ch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  {Chreenoek) 


Asher,  Alexander 
^sht<m,  Thomas  Gair 
Bell,  Richard 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Biigg,  John 
Broad  burst,  Henry 
Brown,George  M.  {Edinburgh) 
Caldwell,  James 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dilke.   Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (LonorJb) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Fenwjck,  CSiarles 
Fuller.  J.  M.  F. 
Gnffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Henderson,  Arthur  {Durham) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 

Class  IV. 


Remnant,  Jas.  Farqnharson 
Renahaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomaon 
Robertson,  Herbert  {Hackney 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sandy  9,  Lieut-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Scott,  Sir  S.  {Mari/lefjone,  W.) 
See\y,Ma.}.J.E.B{l8leofWtyht 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  {Renfrew) 
Sinclair,  Louis  {Romford) 
Sktiwes-Cox,  Th'»nia8 
Sloan,  Thoma.s  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  }i,{Hertford,Ease 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  ( Lanarks) 
opear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  ( W,Bromw%cK) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  {OrmMrh) 

NOES. 

Humphrevs-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Hutton,  Alfred  E.  {Morley) 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jones,  Wm.  {CamarvoMhire) 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

M' lia  ren ,  Si  rC  h  arles^Ben  j  amin 

Mansfield,  Horace  Rendali 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Moss,  Samuel 

Nussev,  Thoma««  Willans 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  {Tifperary,  N.) 

Partingron,  Oswala 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Price,  Robert  John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Rigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  Bryn  {Eifion)    . 

Roberts,  John  H.  {Denbighs,)  ' 


Stanley,  Edward  Jas.  {Somerst  t 
Stanley,  Lord.(£a»ic*.) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Huinphrey  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {ChicheMn-) 
Taylor,  Austin  {East  Toxteih) 
Thompson,Dr£C(3fona^A'  »*,iV 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wab-ond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,SirCharle8G.  K(^oW*. ) 
Whiteley,H(^*Aton-wwc?-Lyiic 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson-Todd  ,SirW.  H.  ( Yorks. ) 
Wodehou8e,Rr.  Hn.  E.  K.  *Bath 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wrigbtson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Tellkrs  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland  - 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runcitnan,  Walter 
Samuel,  IlerbertL.  (Cleveland 
Samuel,  S.  M.  {Whltechapel) 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shipman,  I^.  John  G. 
Spencer,RtHn.  C.  ^.{Northants 
Taylor.  Theodore  C.  {Raddiffe 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  {Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  {York,  W,R.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  Lawson (Xe«€29,i9 
Warner,  ThomabCourtenay  T. 
Weir,  Jamee  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (Yorh  B,  R.) 
Whiteley,  G.  (York,  W,  B.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HcUifax) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  — 
Mr.  Layland-Barratt  and 
Mr.  Toulmin. 


5.  Question  put,  "That  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  £854,228,  be  granted  to  His 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
<come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1904,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
ollowing  Services,  included  in  Class  IV. 
iof    the    Estimates    for    Civil    Services, 


,    8.  Public      Education 
(Scotland)  . 

9.  National       Gallery 
(Scotland) 


wiz.  : — 


i6.  Scientific  Investiga- 
tion, &c.  (United 
Kingdom)  . 


Age-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Allnusen  Augustus  Henry  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 


45,000 


808,828 

400 
£854,228  " 


The   Committee  divided  ;  Ayes,  193 ; 
Noes,  66.     (Division  List  No.  233). 


AYES. 

Arkwriffht,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold -Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


Bagot,C  tpt.Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  {Waltvorth) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
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Balfour,RtHnGerald  W.  {Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R  (Chrvttch, 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Beaoh,KtHnSir  Michael  Hioka 
Biffwood,  Jamei 
Bm,  Charles 
Blondell,  Colonel  Henir 
Boecawen,  Arthur  Griffith-       , 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,Col.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Contts*  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  ( Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Birm 
Chamberlain,Rt.  HnJ.  A(  Wore. 
Chamberlayne,  T.  {SotUhmptn 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.A.E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Lonis 
CoUinffs,  Riji^ht  Hon.  Jesse 
Comp£>n,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.Cameron  ( Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Doum,  North) 
Cox,Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Craig,  CharlesCurtisC^  ntrim.S 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Croesley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,Rt.  Hon.  SirJoeephC. 
Dizon-Hartland,SirFredDixon 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durnine-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  Edmund B.  (Hants.W,) 
Faber,  George  Denison(ybrA:) 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wyn  Eid  ward 
Ferga8Son,Rt.  HnSir J.  (-Wanc'r 
Fiefden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbemk,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,Philip  S.  ( Warick,S.  W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,Hn  A.  G.  H(  City  oj  Lond, 
Godson,  SirAugustusFrederick 


Ashtnn,  Thomas  Gkir 

Bell,  Richard 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henrv 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  (EdifUmrgh) 

Bryce,  Rt,  Hon.  James 

Caldwell,  James 

Cawley,  Frederick 


Grordon,  J.  (Londonderry  S, ) 
Gordon,Maj  Evans-lT'r.  Emits 
Gore,HnG.R.C.Onu8by  (Salop 
Gore,Hon.S.F.  Ormsby- (Xinc.) 
Qoulding.  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,Henry  D.(Shrewsbury) 
Greene, W.  Biaymond  (Cambs, 
Greville,  Hun.  Ronald 
Grovee,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(iftrf(fa; 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Heath,  Jas.  (Staffbrds.,  N,  W.) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,  Sir  A.(Staford,  W, 
Hermon- Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard, J.  (Midd., Tottenham) 
Hudson,  George  Bickerste^h 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Johnstone.  Heywood 
Kenvon,  Hon.Geo.T.(Z>«iAwA) 
Lamoton,  Hn.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow^ 
Lawrence, Sir  Joseph (^onm'^A 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,JohnGrant(  Yorks.NR 
Lee,  A.  H.  {Hants,  Fartham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,FrederickN.  S. 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter(J?rt^o/,5 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  {Ken'^) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,Reginald  J .(Portsmouf.h 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
MIver,8irLewis  (Edinb'rghW 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacey 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Waltfutmstow) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur  I 

Murray,Rt.  HnAGraham(Bt«/e 

NOES. 

Channing,  Francis  AUston 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dilke,   Rt.   Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fuller,  J.  M.  P. 


Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  CoK  Wyndham  (Iiafh\ 
M^ers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan.Col.  John  V,(Galtvay  N. 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torr-  ns. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryoe-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S, 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Maior  Frederic  Came 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farqubarson 
Benahaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Rol)ertsoD,  Herbert  (Hachxey) 
BobiuBon,  Brooke 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
BolUt,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandys,Lieut.-Col.Thos  My  lea 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (i^ary;e6one,  V.) 
Seely,Maj.  J.E.B  (Isleof  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  AbelH.  {Hertford, East 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker (Lanarl*.) 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  ( IV,  Bromwirh 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes  ) 
Sturt,  Hn.  Humphrey  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  ToxUth) 
Thom  pson,  DrEC(  .l/onff^rA' M ,  A^ 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  VLseount 
WaIrond,Rt.Hn.SirW^illiamH 
Webb,  ColonelWilliam  George 
Welby,  Sir  Charles  G.  E.  (Notts 
Whiteley,  H.(Ashtonund.Lyne 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald  i 
Wil8on-Todd,SirW.H.  ( Yorks, ) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.  E.R.  (2?a^A) 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.  C.B.  Stuart 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstmther. 


(Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Harms  worth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Horaimsn,  Frederick,  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutt(m,  Alfred  £.  (Morh^) 
Jaooby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  William  ( Carnarvonshire^ 
Kearley,  Hudson  B. 
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Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Comicall) 
La^land-Barratt,  Fnocii 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Heibert 
M*Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benjamin 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 
Markbam,  Arthur  Basil 
Moss,  Samuel 
Murphj,  John 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paultoi,  James  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Price,  Robert  John 


Priestley,  Arthur 
Bea,  Bussell 
Kigg,  Hie  bard 

Boberte,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Bobexts,  John  H.  (DaMglu.) 
Roe,  Sir  Thoman 
Bundman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbert  L. {Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Spencer,RtHn  C.  R.  {Northants 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.(Badcliffe) 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman- (^o^/tm/* 
Thomson,  F.  W.  {York,  W,R.) 
Tomkinson,  James 


Toolmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John .  Law8on(Zeeci9>5. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  {York,  E,R,) 
Whiteley,  George  ( York,  W  .R. 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (ffalifam) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Warner  and  Mr. 
Lough. 


Class  V. 
6.  Question  put,  "That  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  £1,236,998  be  granted  to  His 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
<jome  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
jear  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March, 
1904,  for  the  following  Services  in- 
cluded in  Class  V.  of  the  Estimates  for 
Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 
1.  Diplomatic    and  Consular 

Services.        .        .        .    284,780 


2.  British     Protectorates     in 

Uganda  ....  445.593 

3.  Colonial  Services       .          .  361,525 

4.  Cyprus  (Grant-in- Aid)        .  2,000 

5.  Telegraph    Subsidies    and 

Pacific  Cable  .         .  40,100 

6.  Treasury  Chest  Fund         .  103,000 

£1,236,998" 

The  Committee  divided  : —  Ayes,  195 ; 
Noes,  66.     (Division  List  No.  234.) 


Age-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anhasen,  Aug.  Henry  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  WilHam  Keynell 
Arkwri^t  John  Stanhope 
Amold-I'orijter,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
BaRot,  Capt.  Josceline  Fitzroy 
BaOey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  [Leeds) 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  {Christch. ) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  Georeje 
Beach,  RtHonSirMichaelHicka 
Bell,  Richard 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
BoBcawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bowles,  Col.  H.  F.  {Middlesex) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Ci^rson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  {N,  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  {Binn 
Chamberlain, Rt.  Hn  J  A(  Wore 
Chamberlayne,  TASUhampton ) 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrance,  Hon.Thos.H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collinga,  Rtl  Hon.  Jesse 
Oompton,  Lord  Alwyne 


AYES. 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  {Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bain  bridge 
Craig, CharlesCurtis  {AtUrimS 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  Williajn  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Soott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield 
Dimsaale,Rt.  Hon.  SirJosephC. 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Ducon 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hbn.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  {Hants.  W.) 
Faber,Greorge  Denison  {York) 
Fellowes,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergusson,  Rt  Hn  Sir  J.  {Man'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bumatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  ( tVarwick,  S.  W. ) 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibb8,Hn.  A.G.H(ai7v  ofLond 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonderry  S.) 
Gordon,Mai  EvansCTV.iTin/ete 
Gore,Hn  GRC.0rmsby.(5a^p) 
Gore,  Hon.  F.  S.  Orm%hj'{Linjc 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 


Greene,  Henry  D.  {Shreiosbury 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Gambs 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hamilton,  RtHnLordG(  J^ui^ 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hatch,  Emeftt  Frederick  Greo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  James  {Stagords.  y.  W 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  {Stafford  W. 
Hermon- Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hoare^  Sir  Scunuel 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  {Midd.,  Toteham) 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt,  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kenyon,  Hn.  G.  T.  {Denbigh) 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgoic) 
Lawrence,  Sir  Jos.  {Monm'th) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  {Liverpof*/ 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks.N  U 
Lee,  A.  H.  {Hants,  Fareham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneaffe 
Leveson-Gower,  FrederickN  .S. 
Lock  wood,  Lieut  CoL  A,  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erakine 
Long,  Rt  Hon.  W.  {Bristoi  S,) 
Ix>n8dale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
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Lowther,  C.  {Cunib.,  Egkdale) 
Loyd  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  ReginaldJ.  {Portsmouth 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Commiog 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Iver,SirLewi8(  J5tftn^r^A  W 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  {Huntingdon) 
Monta^,  Hon.  J.  Scott  (JJan/«. 
Moon,  £dward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,David  J(  WcdthamsUno 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt  Hn  A  Graham  {Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  {Bath 
Mjers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,Col.  John  V,{QalwayN, 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-HlgQgins,  Frederick 


Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  >«obert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Battigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  {Chreenock) 
Remnant,  James  Far^harson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Robertson,  Herbert  {Hachney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Sackville.  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandys,  Lt. -Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone.W,) 
Seely,Maj.  J.E.B  (isleof  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  {Renfrew 
Sinclair,  Loais  {Romford) 
Skewes-Coz,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.  {Hertford.East 


Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (LaTiar^^.) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  ( W,  Bromwich) 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Or//wA:ir^ 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  {Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  {Laiies.) 
Stroyan,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chichester) 
Thompson,Dr.  EC{Monagh'nN 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.SirWilliamH. 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
Welby,  Sir  Charles  G.E,{Notls. 
Whiteley  ,H  {A  shton-  und-Lyne 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson-Todd.  Sir  W.  \i,{Yorks 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.R.(5arA 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.C.  B.  Stuart 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyfie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 
Broc^urst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  M.  {Edinburgh) 
Caldwell,  James 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Oremer,  William  Randal 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Delany,  William 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sur  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  {Lanark) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Fenwick  Charles 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Oriffith,  Ellis  J. 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 


NOES. 

Hutton,  Alfred  E.  {Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Wm.  {Carnarvonshire) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid(C7om«?a//) 
La^land-Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
LeNvis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Beni. 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Moss,  Samuel 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  {Tipperary,  N.) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetraan  D. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Risg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  H.  {Denbighs,) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 


Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  {Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  ( Whitechapel) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Spencer,RtHnC  li..{Northants) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  {Radclije) 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  {Hastings 
Thomas,  F.  W.  {York,  E.  R.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Le«?«,  S.) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
White,  Luke  {York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley, George(ror^',  W,R,) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  {Halifax) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Weir  and  Mr.  Bryn 
Roberts. 


Class  VL 

7.  Question  put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £393,521,  be  granted  to  His 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1904,  for  the  following  services  included 
in  Class  VI.  of  the  ^timates  for  Civil 
Services,  viz. : — 


1 .  Superannuation  and  Retired 
Allowances  (including  a 
Supplementary  sum  of 
JB4,000), 


342,914 


2.  Merchant  Seamen's    Fund 

Pensions  ....        1,000 

3.  Miscellaneous    Charitable 

and  other  Allowances       .  646 

4.  Hospitals     and     Charities, 

(Ireland) ....  342 

5.  Savings  Banks*  and  Friendly 

Societies'  Deficiencies       .     48,619 


£393,521" 
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The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  197;  Noes,  67.     (Division  list  No.  •235.) 


Agg- Gardner,  James  T3mte 
AllhuaeD,  Au^.  Heniy  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  J(^ 
Ba^ot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  {Waltoorth) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Lttdn 
Balfour,  Kenneth  M,{Chr%stch, 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
'  Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Heniy 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Grimth 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowle8,Lt.  -Col.HF(  Jtf icW/wear 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotberton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Batcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  {Dublin  Univ 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  {N.  Lanes,) 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  (Derbysh,) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  {Birm 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hn.  J  A  ( Wore 
Chamberlayne,  T.  {Southmptn 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coffhill,  Douglas  Hany 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Ceilings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Lrwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cralg,CharlesCurti»(^n<rim,5 
Crlpps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,l{t.  Hn.  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFredDixon 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rf.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning- Lawrence,  Sir  Eklwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  (HanU,  W,) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fellowee,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergusson,  Rt  Hn  Sir  J.  {Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 


Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Bolton,  ThomJM  Dolling 


AYES. 

Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,PhilipS.(  Warmck,S,  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,HnA.G.  K.{CUyofLond. 
Grodson,  Sir  AugustusFrederick 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  8,) 
Goi-e,HnG.R.C.Onnsby-(SaA;^ 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.Ormsby-  (Line 
GJoulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond   (C7amit 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Ohurdull 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hamilton,Rt.  Hn.  Ld.G.  (Jfuf  a; 
Hare,  Thomas  Leich 
Harris.  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Cliude  George 
Hea,th,Jskmea(Staffords,J^,  W, 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hender8on,SirA.(5to^orrf,  W.) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horaer,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  (Midd. ,  7'ottenham) 
Hudson,  Geoi^e  Bickersteth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Frad 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon,Hon.Geo.  T.  (Denbigh) 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,Sir  J  oseph(itf 07imVA 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks^NB 
Lee,  ArthurH{i/awfe.,^a;  eham 
Legge,  Col.  Hoo.  Heneage 
Le  veson  -Gower,FrederickN.  S. 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S, 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  WiUiara 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumh.  Esidale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  (Portamouth) 
Lyttellon,  Hon.  Alfred 
^lacdona,  John  Cnmming 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Mflver,HirLe\y\8(Edinb*rg?i,  W 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu ,  Hon.  J.  Scott  ( 5a7i/*. ) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paoy 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamst<ni) 
Morrell, George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray  ,Rt.  Hn  A.  Graham(Bu^e 

NOES. 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 


Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventiy) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Mjrers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan ,  Col.  Jolm  P.  ( C^a/u?ay ,  iV. 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrena 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
'Pl&tt-Biggina,  Frederick 
Plnmmer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Oeoree 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pmrvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  (Oreenock) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farqnharaon 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritohie,  Rt.  Hn.  0.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney] 
Robinson,  Brooke 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandys,  Lieut.  -Col.  Thos.  My  les 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
See>\y,Ms±J. K,H,(IsleoJWight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.(iJf»/rett;) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henrr 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  B,) 
Smith,  James  Parker(Xatiar&*. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer^ir  E.  (W  .Bromtinch) 
8tanley,Hon,Arthur(0rwwA:»rJt 
Stanley ,  Ed  ward  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stroyan,  John 

Sturt,  Hn.  Humphrey  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteih) 
Thompson,Dr.EC(^(wa^A'n,iV 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlineon,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  CoL  William  Hal) 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Webb, Colonel  William  George 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (No^s) 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton  und  Lyite 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wil8on-Todd,Sir  W.  H.  ( Yorks, } 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes 
Sir   Alexander    Acland  - 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Cjildwell,  James 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
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Chanoinff,  Fiancis  AlUton 
Citoner,  William  Randal 
Balztel,  James  Henry 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles      i 
J>ougla8,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
£libank,  Master  of  , 

Emmott,  Alfred 
Fenwick,  Qiarles 
PuUer,  J.  M.  F.  , 

Griffith,  EUis  J.  ' 

Hannsworth,  R.  Leioettor 
Hayne,Kt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
H^y,  'nmothy  Michael  | 

Homiroan,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hntlon,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jaoohy,  James  Alfred  | 

JoneB,  William  {CamarvoMh. 
Kearley,  Hudson  £.  I 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cam tpo//  i 
Laylaod-Barratt,  Fnmcii 


Leigh,  Sir  Joaeph 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

M*Arthur,  William  {Cornwall) 

M'Laren,  Sii  Charlee  Benj. 

Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 

Mo88,  Samuel 

Nuisej,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  [Tipperary,  N,) 

PeaiBon,  Sir  Weetman  D. 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Price    Robert  John 

Rea,  Russell 

Rigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Bifion) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (D^nbighi.) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Runciman,  Walter 

Samuel,Herbert  L.  {Cleveland) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  {Whittchaptt) 


Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Spencer,  let  HnC.  R.  {Northants 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.{BadcHffe) 
Thom&8tF.FreemB.Ji-{Hastinqs 
Thomson,  F.  W.  {York,  W.  k. 
Torokinsr.n,  James 
Tonlmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,JohnLawson(Ze^(/jf,«S\ ) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  (ialloway 
White,  Luke  {York,  E.R.) 
Whiteloy^  G.  (Yorh,  W,  B.) 
Whitley,  i.  H.  {Halifax) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

TkLLERH  for  the  NOEiS— 
Mr.  Priestley  and  Mr. 
Partington. 


CiASs  VII. 

8.  Question  put,  "  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £61,082,  be  granted  to  His 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of 
March,  1904,  for  the  following  Services 
included  in  Class  VIL  of  the  Estimates 
for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 


£ 

4.  St.  Louis  Exhibition  .         .      50,000 

5.  Repayment    to    the    Civil 

Contingencies  Fund         .      11,082 


£61,082" 


The  Cpmmittee  divided  : — Ayes,  196  ; 
Noes,  70.     (Division  List  No.  236.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynet 
Allhosen,  Ang.  Henry  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Arkwri^t,  John  Stanhope 
Araold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Joeceline  Fitzroy 
Bailey,  James  {W a' worth) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfonr,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 
Banbary,Sir  Frederick  George 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen.  Arthur  Griffith 
Bonsfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Col.  Henry  ¥.{Midd'x) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutto,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  J.  H.M.  (Lhthlin  Univ 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  VOW  (Derby sh.) 
Cayzer.  Sir  Charies  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Birm 
Chaniberlain,RtHn.  J.  A  ( Wore 
Chamberla^pe,  T.  (Southm/ptn 
Chapman,  Edward 
Clive,  Oaptain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
CoghiH.  Douflrlas  Harry 

VOL.  CXXVII. 


AYES. 

Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox.  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Craig,Charle«Curtls(.4  ntrim,S 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crossley,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingficld- 
Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Joe.  C 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edwai-d 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergu«9on,Rt.  HnSirJ.  (Manc^r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehuret 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescne 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henrv  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  8.W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.  (CityofLond 
Grodson.  Sir  AugustusFrederick 
Gordoo.Mai  Evans-CT'r.  Emits 
Gore,  HnG.  R.  C.Orm^by  .(*S^a/op 

[Fourth  Series.] 


Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.Ormsby-  (Line 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  [Can^ 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  Jamee  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Ham^ro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamillon,RtHnLordG.(A/Mfa; 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Lererton 
Haalett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath, James  (^^aj5rarG&.A\  Tt; 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,Sir  k.{Stafford,  W. ) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homer,  Frederick  William* 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  3.[{Midd.  Tottenliam) 
Hudson.  George  Bickerstetb 
Jameson.  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Johnstone,   Heywood 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Lauibton,Hon.Fredenck  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Sir  Joe.  (MonnCth) 
Lawson,J.  Grant(  Yorks.,N.  R. ) 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants,  Fareham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  FrederickN.S. 

H 
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Lockwood,  Lieut-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Enkine 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Brw<o/,*V 
LoniKiale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francifl  William 
Lowther,  C  {Cnmh.,  Eskdule) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkinan 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  {Ports7noiith 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
^lacdona,  John  Gumming 
M* Arthur,  Charles  {Liverpool 
M*Iver,SirLewi8(^rftnfcV^A,  W 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Molesworth,  Sir  Le^vi8 
Montagu,  G.  (HutUingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants) 
Moon,  Edward  Bobert  Pacy 
M<Tgan,DavidJ(  Walthamstow 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylraer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  RtHn  A .  Graham  ( 5ti/« 
Murray,  Charles  J.  [Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wjndhfim  {Bath) 
Myrav,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan  Joeeph  (Louth,  8.) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Bobert 


Asher,  Alenmder 
Ash  ton,  Thomaa  Gair 
Bayley,  Thomas  {Derbyshire) 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigff,  John 
BrcMtolmrst,  Henir 
Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Caldwell,  Jamee 
Oauston,  Richard  Knight 
Cawle^r,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dilke.   Rt.   Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charies  M.  {Lcmark) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Fenwiek.  Charles 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Gnffith,  Ellis  J. 
Harms  worth,  R.  Leioeiter 
Hayne,  Kt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 


{COMMONS} 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Emeet  Geom 
Pryce-Jonee,  Lt.-Col.  E^rard 
Pun'is.Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Raach,  major  Frederic  Camt 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Reid,  James  {Greenock) 
Remnant,  Jas  Farquharson 
Renahaw,  Sir  Charles  Bime 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  H.  (HacbMy) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  Jamea 
SackviUe,Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandys,  Lt. -Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Scott,  Sir  S.  {Marylebone,W.) 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  B.  {Isleof  Wight 
Sbarpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.H.(i?en/re«j) 
Sinclair,  Louia  (Bomford) 
Skewea-Cox,  Thomaa 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  S.) 
Smith,  Jaa.  Parker  (Lcmaris,) 

NOES. 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jones,  Wm.  {Camarvoi%8hire) 

Kearlev,  Hudson  E. 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Lawson.Sir  Wilfrid  {Cormoall) 

La^laod-Barratt,  Franoia 

Leigh,  Sir  Joaeph 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomaa 

M*Arthur,  William  {Cornwall) 

M'Laren,  Sir  Charlea  Benj. 

Manafield,  Horace  RendaU 

Mooa,  Samnel 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  {Ttpoerary,  N.) 

Partington,  Oswaia 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Prioe    Robert  John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Rigir,  Richard 

Roberts^  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Roberts,  John  H.  {Denbighs.) 
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Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer  ^ir  E.  (W,BrowM9iekV 
Stanley,Hn.Arthur(Or»iMA»VA;) 
Stanley,EdwardJa8.  {Somerset^ 
StauAt;y,  Lord  {Lanes,) 
Stroyan,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  {East  ToxUth} 
Thompeon,DrEC(if ona^AoniV 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,iSir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valenlia,  Viscount 
Walker^  CoL  William  HaQ 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.SirWilliamH. 
Webb.  Col.  William  George 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (i^ottfV 
Whiteley,  H.(^<&<(m-tf.-XyiM) 
Willoz,  Sir  John  Aiohibsld 
Wilson.Todd,8ir  W.  H.  ( Torks. 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  {Bath 
Wortley.Rt.  Hon.C.  B.Stuart- 
Wrighteon,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylle,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir    Alexander     Acland- 
Hood,and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel, Herbert  L.  {Clevelanel} 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Wkiteckapel) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Spencer,Rt.HnC.R.(Aror<Aafi<» 
ikylor,  Theo.  C.  (Badeiife) 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  {Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  {York,  W.H.) 
Tomkinaon,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.) 
Warner,  Thos.  Conrtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  B.  B,) 
Whiteley^  G.  (York,  W.  «.) 
Whitley,  .V.  H.  {Halt/ax) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— - 
Mr.  Alfred  Hntton  and 
Mr.  Nussey. 


ARMY  ESTIMATES,  190a-4. 
8.  Question  put,  "  That  a  sum  not  ex- 
^eding  £783,000,  be  granted  to  His 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  Slst  dav  of  March, 
1904,  for  Expenditure  on  the  following 
Army  Services,  including  Army  (Ord- 
nance Factories),  viz. : — 

£ 
11.  Establishments  for  Mili- 
tary Education  ,  .        134,500 


12.  Miscellaneous   Effective 
Services      .        ,        .         62,000 

13,  War  Office,  Salaries  and 
Miscellaneous  Charges         331,500 

Army  (Ordnance  Fac- 
tories) ....       255,000 


£783,000" 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


229 


Supply — 


{6  August  1903} 


A'i'my  Estimates, 


230 


The  Committee  divided— Ayes,   196  ;  Noes,  69.     (Division  List,  No.  237.) 


K-Oardner,  James 
Losen,  Aug.  Henrv  Eden 
AnsoD,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baeot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  Jamea  ( Wqlioorth) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  O.  W.  [Lud9 
BalfooTjKenneth  R  {Cktistch. 
Banbory,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Beach,Rt.  HnSirMichael  Hicks 
Bigwood,  James 
BluodeQ,  Oolonel  Heniy 
Bond,  Edward 
Boecawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bouafield,  William  Robert 
Bowle8,Lt.  -Col.  R.F{Middlesex 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  8t.  John 
Brotberton,  Edward  Allen 
Bun.  William  James 
Burdett-CoutU,  W. 
Butcher.  John  George 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M{Dublin  Univ. 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N,  Lanes.) 
Cavendish, V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh.) 
CaTser,  Sir  Cbarles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  J^jton  Manor) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  {Birm 
Chamberlain,RtHn.  J.  A.(  Wore 
Ohamberlayne,  T.  {Southmpin 
Chapman,  Edwiuxl 
Churehill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A.  £. 
Coffhill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Compton,  Liord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(  Gf/cwgou>) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Doim,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Craig, Chas.  CnrtiB  {Antrim's. 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Croesley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
DalkeiUi,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
IMckson,  Cbarles  Scott 
Digby,  Jdm  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,  R  t.  Hon.  Sir JosephC. 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duka,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Eklwin 
Elliot,  Hn.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  {HanU,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  {York) 
Fellowe8,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fei^U8Son,Rt  Hn.Sir  J.{Jlian'r 
Fididen,  Edw&rd  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hn.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
FirlMuik,  Sir  Joseph  Tliomae 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Foreter,  Henry  William 

Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 


AYES. 

Foster,  P.  S.  [Warwick,  8.W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gibbs,HnA.Q.H((7«ly  of  Land 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  J.  [Londonderry,  S.) 
Gore,HnG.  R.  C.Ormsby  •  [Sal<^ 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.Ormsly-  (Line 
Gouldmg,  Edward  Alfre<l 
Greene, Henry  D.  {Shrewshury 
Greene,  W.Raymond-  (C'amfe*. ) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Ohurchill 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(^M^a; 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hariett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,Jame8(-S^to/orofe.Jv.  fV.) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,SirA.  {Stafford,  W. ) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robin  T 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  [Midd.,  Toi^ham 
Hudson,  G^rge  Bickersteth) 
Jameson.  Major  J.  Eustase 
Jeflfreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Johnstone,  Heywood 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenvon,  Hon.  G.  T.  {Denbigh 
LamMon,  Hon.  Fiedk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow) 
Lawrence,SirJoseph(jlf(nim'<A 
Lawrence,  Wm.  ff.  (Liverwwl 
Law8on,JohnGrant(  Yorks^if.R 
Lee,  A.  H.  [Hants,  Fareham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneaee 
Leveson-Gower,  FrederickN.  S. 
Lookwood,  Lieut-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  E^kine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  {Bristol.S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  Williimi 
Lowther,  C.  {Cumb.  Eskd^ile) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Re^d  J.  [Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Maodona,  John  Gumming 
M* Arthur,  Charles  {Liverpool) 
M*Iver,SirLewi8(^rfin&wrgr^  W 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewia 
Montagu,  G.  {Huntingdon) 
Monti^,  Hn.  J.  Scott  {Hants 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paoy 
Morgan,DavidJ(  Wa2'hamsfu> 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray  ,RtHnA.  Graham(Btito 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 

NOES. 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 

H2 


Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  {Bath 
Myera,  William  Henry 
Nioholeoin,  William  Graham 
Nolan,CoL  John  V,{Galway,N. 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Terrene 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryc^onee,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvie,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Battigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Beid,  Jamee  {OrtsnocBs 
Remnant,  James  Farqunarson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,  Bt.  Hn.  G.  Thomeos 
Robertson,  Herbert  (i/ocA^n^y) 
Bobinaon,  Brooke 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F  L. 
RolUt,  Sir  Albert  Eaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon..  James 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thoe.  ICyles 
Soott,  Sir  S.  {Marylthotu,  W.) 
Seely,Mai.  J.  E.  B.  {IsleofWight 
Sharpe,  WUliam  Edward  T\ 
Shaw-Stewart,  'iA.l^. {Renfrew 
Sinclair,  Louis  {Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomae  Henry 
Smith,Abel  U.{Hertford,East) 
Smith,  James  Parker  {Lanarks 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer, Sir  E.  {W.  Bromiwich) 
Stanley,  Hon  Arthur(0r7iw)b»rX; 
Stanley,  Edward  Jas.  [Somerset 
Stanley,  Lord  {Ixincs.) 
Stirling- Max  well,  Sir  John  M. 
Stroyaa,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrey  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  [Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  [East  Toxteth) 
Thompson,DrEC{Monagh\N 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Yalentia,  Yiscount 
Walker^  Col.  WUliam  HaO 
Walrond,Rt  Hn.  SirWilliamH. 
Webb,Colonel  William  George 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  0.  E.  (NotU) 
Wh\te\ey,li{Ashton-und'Lyne 
WilloK,  Sir  John  Arohibeld 
WilPon-Todd,SirW.  H.(rorA»^ 
Wodehouse.  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  {Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.  B.  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes. — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Brown,  Geo.  M.  [Edinburgh} 
Caldwell,  James 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
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Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  FranciB  Allaton 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Dalziel,   James  Henry 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Doaglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Elihank,  Master  of 
Emjzjott,  Alfred 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hannsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chaa.  Seale- 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  WilJiam  (CamarwfwA. ) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Comvcall 
Layland -Barratt,  Fraticis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
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Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

M* Arthur,  William  (Comxmll) 

M*Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benj. 

Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 

MoaB,  Samnel 

"Sxumej,  Thomas  WiHaas 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipverary,  N, 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearson,  Sir  Weetiuan  D. 

Pine,  Ihmoan  Y. 

Price,  Robert  John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Defingh$.) 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 

Runciman,  Walter 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  {Clevtand) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  {WhiUchaptC) 
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Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Spencer,RtHoD  CB.{lforthant9 
Taylor,Theodore  C.  {Raddiffe) 
Thomas,F.  Freeniasi-{Hasting$ 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tonlmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robeit 
Walton,  JohnLawson  {Leeds  Ji 
Warner,  Thomas  iXiurtenay  T. 
Weir,  James  Gallow^ 
White,  Lnke  (Torh,  S.  E.) 
Whiteley, George  {York,  W.  R 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Tozall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Whitley  Thomson 
and  Mr.  Rigg. 


Resolutions    to 
Monday  next. 


be     reported     upon 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to,  Rothesay 
Corporation  Order  CJonfirmation  Bill; 
Scottish  Episcopal  Clergy  Widows'  and 
Orphans*  Fund  Order  Confirmation  Bill, 
without  Amendment. 

Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation  Bill ; 
Dover  Corporation  Bill ;  Hainault 
Forest  BiU,  with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to  Education  Board 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London) 
Bill  [Lords]  ;  Gas  and  Water  Orders 
Confirmation  Bill  [Lords];  Bristol  Cor- 
poration Bill  [Lords] ;  Maryport  Harbour 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Manchester  Corporation 
Bill  [Lords];  Somerset  and  District 
Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Birmingham 
District  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  without 
Amendment. 

NAVY     AND     ARMY     EXPENDITURE, 
1901-2. 

(Considered  in  Committee.) 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Navy 
Appropriation  Account  for  the  year  ended 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1902,  and  the 
statement  appended  thereto,  as  follows, 
viz. :— (a.)  That  the  gross  expenditure 
for  certain  Navy  Services  exceeded  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £205,224  2s.    6d.,  as  shown   in 


column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto 
appended;  while  the  gross  expenditure 
for  other  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £220,819  48.  id.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  2  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule,  so  that  the  gross  actual  ex- 
penditure for  the  whole  of  the  Navy 
Services  fell  short  of  the  gross  estimated 
expenditure  by  the  net  sum  of 
£15,595  Is.  7d.  ;  (b,)  That  the  receipts 
in  aid  of  certain  Grants  for  Navy 
Services  fell  short  of  the  total  estimated 
receipts  by  the  sum  of  £89,584  Os.  lid., 
as  shown  in  column  No.  3  of  the  said  ' 
appended  Schedule,  while  the  receipts 
in  aid  of  other  Navy  Services  exceeded 
the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by  a  total 
sum  of  £168,173  16s.  8d.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  4  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule,  so  that  the  total  actual  receipts 
in  aid  of  the  Grants  for  Navy  Services 
exceeded  the  total  estimated  receipts  by 
the  net  sum  of  £78,589  15s.  9d.; 
(c.)  That  the  resulting  differences  between 
the  Exchequer  Grants  for  Navy  Services 
and  the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows, 


VIZ.  :- 


Total  Surpluses 
Total  Deficits 


£ 
275,779 
181,594 


d. 

11 

7 


Net  Surplus     -    £94,184  17     4 

And  whereas  the  Lords'  Commis- 
sioners of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  have 
temporarily  authorised  the  application, 
in  reduction  of  the  net  charge  on  Ex- 
chequer Grants  for  certain  Navy  Servnces, 
of  the  whole   of  the  sums   received  in 
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excess  of  the  estimated  Appropriations-  Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover  the  said 

in- Aid,  in  respect  of  the  same  services;  total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Navy 

and  have  also  temporarily  authorised  the  Services. 

application  of  so  much  of  the  said  total        1.  Resolved,   That   the  application  of 

surpluses  on   certain  Grants    for  Navy  such  sums  be  sanctioned. 


Schedule.' 


Gross  Expenditure. 

Excesses  of 

Surpluses  of 

Deficiencies 

Surpluses 

Actual  over 

Estimated 

of  actual  as 

of  Actual  a< 

Nomberof 

Navy  Services,  1901-1902. 

over  Actual 

compared  with 

compared  with 
Estimated 

Vote. 

Votes. 

Gross 

Gross 

Estimated 

Expenditure. 

Expenditure. 

ReceipU. 

Receipts. 

1. 

2. 

8. 

4. 

£     s.    d. 

£     s.   d. 

£      s.    d. 

£      s.    d. 

1 

Wages,  Ac  of  Officers,  Seamen, 
and  Boys,  Coastguard,  and 
Royal  Marines 

89,828  19    8 

6,168  16  10 

•  • 

2 

Victualling  and   Clothing  for 
the  Navy         

8,749    7    0 

13,768  19    1 

S 

Medical    Establishments  and 

Services 

11,570    2    0 

,, 

608  10    2 

4 

Martial  Law        

92i  10    1 

.. 

,, 

38    4    6 

5 

Educational  Services    . . 

6,881  16    6 

2  14    8 

.. 

& 

Scientiflc  Services 

742    6  10 

,. 

3,247    1    6 

7 

Royal  Naval  Reserve    . . 

.. 

45,778  16  10 

82  14    4 

8 

ShipbuUdinff,   Repairs,    Main- 
tenance, ate. 

Sec  1    .. 

Persoual       

18,822  18    5 

.. 

886    3    1 

Sec  2    .. 

Material       

86,826  19    8 

70,164    7    1 

Sec  8    .. 

Contmct  Work 

.. 

77,974  16    9 

86,800  10  11 

.. 

0 

Naval  Armaments 

,, 

24,989  10    0 

67,440    0    0 

10 

Works,  Buildings,  and  Repairs 

22,062    7    8 

at  Home  aod  Abroad 

88,824  12  9 

11 

Miscellaneous    Etfective    Ser- 

vices        

35,940    0    9 

.. 

44,329    6  10 

12 

Admiralty  Office 

4,976    6    7 

.. 

6          > 

13 

Half -Pay,  Reserved  and  Retired 
Pay        

16,854  11    4 

824  12    0 

14 

Naval   and  Marine  Pensions, 
Gratuities,  and  Compassion- 

ate Allowances 

6,314  19    7 

1,445  12    9 

•  • 

16 

Civil  Pensions  and  Gratuities 

Amount  written  off  as  irre- 
coverable          

3,704  18  11 
8,897    0  10 

12    6  11 

206,224    2    6 

220319    4    1 

89,684    0  11 

168,178  16    8 

Net  Surplus,  £16,596    1    7 
Surplus  surrendered  to  the  Exchequer 


Net  Surplus,  £78,689  16    9 
£94,184  17    4 


Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Army  Ap- 
propriation Account  for  the  year  ended 
the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1902,  and  the 
statement  appended  thereto,  as  follows, 
viz.  : — (a.)  That  the  gross  expenditure 
for  certain  Army  Services  exceeded  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £4,796,909  14s.  lid.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto 
appended ;  while  the  gross  expenditure 
for  other  Army  Services  fell  short  of  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £2,923,978  7s.  2d.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  2  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule;  so  that  the  gross  actual  ex- 
penditure for  the  whole  of  the  Army 
Services  exceeded  the    gross  estimated 


expenditure  by  the  net  sum  of 
£1,872,931  7s.  9d. ;  (b.)  That  the  re- 
ceipts in  aid  of  certain  Army  Services  fell 
short  of  the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by 
a  total  sum  of  £235,231  13s.  6d.,  as 
shown  in  Column  No.  3  of  the  said 
appended  Schedule ;  while  the  receipts 
in  aid  of  other  Army  Services  ex- 
ceeded the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by 
a  total  sum  of  £2,362,289  3s.  8d.,  as 
shown  in  Column  No.  4  of  the  said  ap- 
pended Schedule ;  so  that  the  total  actual 
receipts  in  aid  of  the  grants  for  Army 
Services  exceeded  the  total  estimated 
receipts  by  the  net  sum  of  £2,127,057 
10s.  2d. ;  (c.)  That  the  resulting  differences 
between  the  Exchequer  Grants  for  Army 
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Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  as 

follows,  viz. : — 

£  s.  d. 
Total  Surpluses  -  3,773,058  9  4 
Total  Deficits      -     3,518,932     6  11 


Net  Surplus     -    £254,126     2     5 


And  whereas  by  a  Vote  of  Parliament 
during  the  present  Session  (House  of 
Commons  Paper,  No.  255,  of  1903)  a 
further  sum  of  £100  has  been  granted 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  year  1901-2, 
and     the     appropriation     of    additional 


receipts  in  aid  of  such  expenditure  has 
been  sanctioned  to  the  amount  of 
£1,872,831  7s.  9d. 

And  whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  have  tem- 
porarily authorised  the  application  of  so 
much  of  the  said  total  surpluses  on 
certain  Grants  for  Army  Services  as  is 
necessary  to  cover  the  said  total  deficits 
on  other  Grants  for  Army  Services. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  application  of 
such  sums  be  sanctioned. 


Schedule. 


1 

Gross  Expenditure. 

Appropriations-in-Aid. 

Excesses  of 

Supluses  of 

Deficiencies  of 

Surpluses  of 

•s 

Army  Services,  1901-1902. 

Actual  over 

Estimated 

Actual  as 

Actual  as 

1 

Votes. 

Estimated^ 

over  Actual 

compared  with 

compared  with 

Gross 

Gross 

Estimated 

Estimated 

5z; 

• 

Expenditure. 
1. 

Expenditure. 
2. 

KeceipU. 
3. 

Keceipts 
4. 

£       8.    d. 

£       s.    d. 

£       s.    d. 

£         8.      d. 

1 

Pay,  Ac,  of  Army  (General  SUff,  Eegi- 

roents,  ReserTe,  and  Departments) 
Medical  Establishments :  Pay,  Ac. 

689,068    5    6 

.. 

227,885    8     1 

2 

99,267    3    7 

2,770    9     3 

3 

Militia  -  Pay,  Bounty,  Ac 

Yeomanry  Cavalry:  Pay  and  Allowances. . 

1,066,248'  1    8 

6,802*  5    5 

.. 

4 

141,624  16    8 

0    6    6 

6 

Volunteer  Corps:  Pay  and  Allowances    . . 
Transport  ana  Remoimts 

24,276  14    2 

1,275  12     7 

6 

2,286,30i'l9    3 

168,046    2     7 

7 

Provisions,  Forage,  and  other  Supplies    . . 
Clothing  Establishments,  and  Services    . . 

1,606,876  16    0 

1,168,161  11     0 

f 

160,802  17    3 

79,147  18     4 

9 

Warlike  and  other  Stores  .  Supply  and 

Repair                                    ^^         .. 

1,110,777  16  11 

378,466  18     6 

10 

Works,    Buildings,   and  Repairs :    Cost, 
including  Staff  for  Engineer  Services  . . 

41,394    3    9 

33,896  11     « 

11 

EstablishraenU  for  Military  Education   .. 

6,188*  4    0 

3.614  16  11 

12 

Miscellaneous  Effective  Services.. 

64,448'  5    8 

425,727  14     9 

18 

War  Office  :  Aalnries  and  Miscellaneous 

Charges 

24,676  10    0 

316  16     4 

14 

Non-effective  Cliargee  for  Officers,  Ac.     . . 

414,059' 16    6 

28,207    5     S 

16 

Non-effective  Charges  for  Men,  Ac. 

81,166*  9    4 

77,778  19    9 

16 

Superannuation,  Compensation,   A  Com- 

passionate Allowances 

1,666    3    1 

•• 

44    5    0 

•• 

Balances  irrecoverable    .. 

13,146  18    9 

•• 

4,796,909  14  11 

2,928,978    7    2 

235,231  13    0 

2,362,289    3    S 

Add  Excess  Vote             

100    0    0 

4,796,909  14  11 

2,924,078^7    2 

236,231  13    6 

2,362,289    3    8 

Net  Deficit,  £1,872,831    7    9  Net  Surplu8/£2, 127,067  10    2 


Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 
WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
(Considered  in  Committee.) 
(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.   W.   LowTHER    (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

1.  Resolved,  That,  towards  making  good 
the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  His  Majesty 


Net  Surplus    ..  £254,226    2    5 


for  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1902,  the  sum  of 
£loO  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

2.  Resolved,  That,  towaixis  making  good 
the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  His  Majesty 
for  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the 
3l8t  day  of   March,    1904,   the   sum  of 
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£75,392,969  be  granted  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
(Mr,  EUiot,) 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
next. 

SUGAR    CONVENTION    BILL. 
[Third  Reading.] 
Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  | 
''  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  I 


time." 

♦Mb.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  said  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  necessary  for 
him  to  detain  the  House  for  any  great 
length,  because  there  was  no  reason  why 
he  should  repeat  the  arguments  submitted 
at  the  various  stages  of  the  Bill.  But  the 
situation  they  had  arrived  at  was  in  some 
respects  very  strange.  Owing  to  a  ruling 
of  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  who  held 
that  it  would  be  out  of  order  to  move 
Amendments  not  in  harmony  with  the 
Convention,  the  House  had  been  unable  in 
Committee  to  express  an  opinion  on  the 
most  drastic  proposals  of  this  measure. 
They  had  been  unable  to  express  any 
opinion  on  the  bonding  of  factories,  the 
necessity  for  certificates  of  origin  with  all 
sugar  imports,  and  the  extraordinary 
position  to  which  Parliament  would  be 
reduced  by  the  permanent  Commission 
appointed  under  the  Convention.  The 
eountry  had  been  secretly  committed  by 
the  GrovernmenC  to  all  these  proposals. 
He  thoujght  that  that  was  unprecedented 
in  the  history  of  the  commercial  law  in 
this  country.  At  this  last  stage  he  asked 
the  Committee  to  look  back  and  inquire 
what  was  the  origin  of  this  Bill  ?  Many 
people  thought  that  the  Colonial  Secretary 
was  the  originator  of  this  Bill,  for,  of 
course,  it  was  an  open  secret  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  controlled  not  only  his 
own  Department,  but  the  Foreign  Ofl&ce, 
the  Treaeury,  and  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  indeed  every  Department  of  the 
(Jovemment.  None  of  the  permanent 
officials  in  these  great  Departments  of  the 
State  approved  of  the  Convention,  but 
they  were  forced  by  the  imperious  will  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  carry  out  its 
policy.  The  important  thing,  how- 
ever, for  the  House  to  see  was  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  was  not  the  originator 
of  the  Bill.     The  Bill  had  its  origin  in  a 


narrow  commercial  interest — sugar  refin- 
ing and  producing — and  that  in  itself 
was  a  novelty  in  this  House.  They 
had  been  told  that  the  interests  of  the 
sugar  refiners  depended  on  this  Bill,  but 
the  debates  had  exploded  that  theory.  The 
sugar  refining  industry  in  this  country 
had  not  declined.  It  was  now  as  great 
and  probably  far  more  profitable  than 
ever  it  was.  Therefore,  they  did 
not  find  any  basis  in  the  sugar  refining 
industry  for  this  drastic  legislation.  The 
ColoniaJ  Secretary  had  used  the  language 
of  the  greatest  exaggeration  in  referring  to 
this  industry  whenhe  said  that  if  it  had 
developed  as  it  should  have  developed 
it  would  have  given  employment  to  tens 
of  thousands,  if  not  to  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people.  What  was  the 
truth  of  the  matter  ?  We  at  present  refined 
40  per  cent,  of  the  sugar  introduced 
into  this  country,  and  that  gave  employ- 
ment to  2,418  men;  if  we  refined  the 
whole  of  the  sugar  therefore,  that 
would  onlv  find  employment  for  6,000 
men.  Why,  there  were  many  single 
factories  all  over  the  country  which 
employed  as  many  men  as  that.  He 
mentioned  that  to  show  the  great  ex- 
aggeration in  which  the  Colonial  Secretary 
indulged;  in  fact,  the  figures  produced 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary  showed  that 
he  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  commercial 
affairs  of  the  coimtry.  The  refining 
interest  was  a  small,  a  narrow,  and  a  petty 
interest.  Its  want  of  development  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  much  more 
economical  to  complete  the  process  of 
refining  where  sugar  was  produced.  He 
therefore  dismissed  the  interests  of  re- 
finers as  really  not  affected  by  the  Bill. 
The  other  interest  was  that  of  the  West 
Indies,  which  only  sent  three  out  of  every 
100  lbs.  of  sugar  to  the  British  con- 
sumer. Sir  Neville  Lubbock  was  the 
real  originator  of  the  Bill  That  gentle- 
man, who  was  a  West  Indian  producer, 
had  pressed  this  policy  eloquently  and 
consistently  for  the  last  thirty  years. 
Twenty  years  ago  the  Colonial  Secretary 
refused  to  accept  his  programme,  but  now 
he  had  capitulated,  and  the  credit  for  this 
new  legislation  belonged  entirely  to  Sir 
Neville  Lubbock  and  one  or  two  other  re- 
presentatives of  West  Indian  producers. 
The  Colonial  Secretary  had  said  that  this 
Sugar  Convention  would  give  stability  to 
the  price  of  sugar,  but  that  was  only 
another  way  of  saying  that  it  would  make 
sugar   dearer  to  the   British   consumer. 
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This  country  went  to  the  relief  of  the 
West  Indian  islands  and  spent  on  their 
behalf  a  capital  of  £400,000,  and  was 
giving  them  at  present  a  gift  at  the 
rate  of  between  X30,000  and  £40,000 
a  year.  Of  all  the  sugar  which  the 
West  Indies  produced  we  only  got 
one  fifth.  Four-fifths  went  to  the  united 
States,  and  so  when  this  House,  under 
closure,  voted  last  year  £250,000  to  the 
West  Indies,  £200,000  of  it  went  to  make 
sugar  cheap  to  the  United  States  of 
America.  Or  if  they  looked  at  it  from  an- 
other standpoint  and  had  regard  only  to  the 
fifty  tons  of  sugar  which  we  receive  from 
the  islands,  the  grant  amounted  to  £5 
per  ton  on  all  the  sugar  they  sent  us. 
That  was  a  pi-etty  gift  to  give  to 
a  small  commercial  class.  If  this  Bill 
caused  an  increase  of  a  halfpenny  in  the 
pound  in  the  price  of  sugar,  it  would  cost 
the  country  £7,500,000.  if  the  Bill  in- 
creased the  cost  of  sugar  a  penny  it  would 
represent  a  total  of  £15,000,000.  That 
was  to  be  theresultof  attempting  to  benefit 
this  commercial  interest.  In  mentioning 
these  large  sums  he  did  not  believe  he 
was  indicating  the  real  burden  that  this 
policy  would  involve.  The  real  vice  of 
the  policy  was  contained  in  the  extra- 
ordinary principles  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  accepted,  and  which  the 
Colonial  Secretary  stated  with  perfect 
frankness.  Let  them  look  at  one  or  two 
of  these  statements — 

"  If  I  am  to  compare  industries,  the  Weet 
Indian  industry  is  more  deserving  of  consider- 
ation than  the  jam  industry  ....  which  is  a 
protected  industry  of  tho  worst  kind." 

He  deprecated  any  such  comparison 
of  industries.  It  would  be  an  evil  day 
for  the  country  when  they  started  such 
comparisons,  because  they  would  favour 
one  and  ignore  another,  the  Government 
of  the  country  would  become  corrupt, 
clever  men  would  get  the  ear  of  Ministers, 
and  their  hands  would  be  dipped  secretly 
into  the  money  of  the  taxpayers  to 
assist  a  favoured  industry,  while  others 
were  left  out  in  the  cold.  It  was  a  most 
unfortunate  expression  for  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to  have  used.  What  was  the 
meaning  of  saying  that  jam  was  a  pro- 
tected industry  1  This  was  a  misuse  of 
words.  Jam  manufacturers  got  no  help 
from  Parliament.  He  thought  that  the 
great  interests  represented  in  the  sugar 
industries   of  the  country  would  resent 

Mr.  Lough. 


the  tone  of  the  Colonial  Secretary.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  also  gave  expres- 
sion to  another  remarkable  sentence. 
vi«. — 

*' Justice  is  a  principle,  but  free  trade  is  a. 
policy;  you  may  change  your  policy,  but 
principles  ought  to  be  eternal." 

What  did  that  mean  ?  Unless  it  was  a 
piece  of  mere  clap-trap,  ^it  meant  that 
the  principle  of  justice  required  that 
one  producing  industry  should  be  picked 
out  and  helped.  Why  should  it  be  1 
Did  the  country  send  these  producers  to 
the  West  Indies  to  develop  their  estates  % 
If  they  made  a  profit  would  the  country 
receive  a  share?  No;  they  did  it  for 
their  own  interest,  and  as  they  were 
entitled  to  the  profit,  so  also  they  ought 
to  bear  the  loss.  There  was  no  principle 
of  justice  involved ;  it  was  a  job.  The 
money  already  given  to  these  people  was 
a  job,  and  if  further  millions  of  burden 
were  thrown  on  the  nation  it  would  be  a 
still  greater  job,  and  tie  Colonial  Secre- 
tary and  the  Government  had  no  right 
to  attempt  to  justify  such  a  policy  by 
appealing  to  the  principles  of  justice. 
In  justice  the  interests  of  the  poor  people 
of  the  kingdom  ought  to  be  placed  in 
front  of  any  one  financial  interest.  This 
Bill  was  a  type  of  the  fiscal  revolution 
which  the  Gfovemment  were  trying  to 
work  in  the  country.  The  same  question 
with  regard  to  the  steel  or  any  other 
industry  would  arise  as  in  the  case  of 
sugar.  The  Government  were  not 
carrying  on  an  inquiry ;  thev  were 
effecting  a  revolution.  The  Bill  would 
make  a  complete  change  in  the  com- 
mercial policy  of  Parliament.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated 
yesterday — 

'*  The  proposal  would  seem  to  involve 
placing  the  manufactures  of  all  these  products 
in  this  country  in  bond.** 

The  Privy  Council  would  be  called 
together  next  week  to  prohibit  the 
import  of  sugar  from  all  countries  that 
competed  with  those  which  were  parties 
to  the  Convention,  to  devise  certificates 
of  origin,  and  to  place  in  bond  all  these 
factories  which  had  been  freely  carried 
on  for  generations.  The  Government 
were  placing  shackles  on  the  free  trade 
of  the  country,  and  setting  up  a  system 
of  protection.  Under  such  cireumstances 
the    country    ought    to    be  consulted. 
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It  was  time  a  general  election  was 
arranged  for.  Before  such  a  revolu- 
tionary change  in  the  fixed  policy  of  the 
country  was  effected  by  a  Government 
elected  to  bring  a  war  to  a  conclusion, 
the  voice  of  the  people  ought  to  be 
heard.  What  protection  had  the  House 
or  the  country  from  these  dangerous 
designs  of  Ministers  1  Nothing  but  the 
old  sense  of  honour  which  used  to  prompt 
Ministers  to  appeal  to  the  country  before 
any  departure  was  made  from  settled 
policy.  This  should  induce  the  Govern- 
ment to  consult  the  people  on  this 
occasion.  It  was  because  he  feared  that 
a  revolution,  which  would  have  far- 
reaching  effects  on  trade,  was  being 
secretly  and  uncandidly  carried  out  in 
this  country  that  he  begged  to  move  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  in 
seconding  the  motion,  said  he  was  glad 
to  take  a  humble  part  in  opposing  this 
act  of  criminal  folly  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  He  could  not  remember 
any  measure  in  his  Parliamentary  ex- 
perience which  struck  so  directly  and, 
he  feared,  fatally,  at  the  physical  welfare 
of  the  poor  of  the  country.  The  Bill 
was  the  outcome  of  the  agitation  of  not 
more  than  half  a  dozen  sugar  merchants 
and  manufacturers — an  ajitation  which 
had  been  going  on  for  thirty  years.  He 
first  came  into  contact  with  the  move- 
ment in  1878,  when  the  emissaries  of 
this  West  Indian  interest  organised  an 
agitation  with  certain  working  men  at 
its  head,  but  it  was  perfectly  well  known 
that  the  movement  was  not  financed 
by  the  operatives  engaged.  The  agita- 
tion was  maintained  by  a  few  capitidists 
in  the  City  of  London,  and  by  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  work  of  sugar 
refining.  He  remembered  that  he  was 
one  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  Trades 
Union  Congress  at  the  time,  and  he 
was  unceasingly  assailed  —  even  his 
private  residence  was  not  free  from  the 
attack  and  annoyance  of  an  organised 
band  of  ruffians  employed  by  the  sugar 
interest  to  advocate  the  cause  of  taxing 
bounty-fed  sugar.  The  Board  of  Trade 
at  that  time  was  strongly  opposed  to 
the  movement,  and  he  remembered  that 
he  had  to  make  speeches  against  this 
anti-sugar  bounty  movement  in  many 
parts  of  the  country,  and  that  he  always 


went  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  his 
powder  and  shot.  It  was  at  the  Board 
of  Trade  he  was  supplied  with  ammuni- 
tion for  the  defence  of  the  position 
which  the  majority  of  working-men  took 
up  on  that  subject.  The  agitation  had 
never  died  out  whdly,  and  although  the 
means  employed  in  those  days  had 
ceased  to  be  used  for  many  years  past, 
the  same  interest  was  still  alive,  and  waa 
constantly  working  through  varioua 
channels  as  they  now  saw  with  greater 
success  than  was  obtained  in  those 
times.  It  was  the  sugar  refiners  of 
London  and  Bristol,  and.  in  those  days, 
Greenock,  who  were  the  parties  to  the 
conspiracy  against  cheap  sugar  in  this^ 
country,  and  he  only  regretted  that  the 
position  taken  up  by  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary in  those  days  had  been  abandoned 
by  him  in  his  later  and  more  evil- 
disposed  days,  and  also  that  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  now  surrendered  itself 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  cheap- 
food    for    the    people  of   this  country. 

Dearer  sugar  would  be  the  result  of  the 
Bill,  and,  if  it  were  not  the  result,  how 
was  the  Bill  going  to  satisfy  the  nations^ 
of  Europe,  in  whose  interests  the  Govern- 
ment had  entered  into  the  alliance  to* 
force  it  on  our  people  1  If  there  was  na 
change  in  the  price  of  sugar  produced, 
for  instance,  in  the  West  India  Colonies, 
the  Bill  would  be  a  failure.  He,  how- 
ever, feared  that  the  Bill  would  not  be  a 
failure.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  afraid 
it  would  increase  the  price  of  the  second 
necessity  of  the  people  in  the  matter  of 
food,  and  it  was  on  this  ground  that  he 
opposed  the  Bill.  He  looked  upon  the 
measure  as  an  advance  guard  of  the 
foreign  army  that  was  to  be  let 
in  by  the  Government.  If  the  Govern- 
ment had  their  way  that  foreign 
army  would  invade  the  homes  of  the 

Cr  of  this  country,  and  abide  in  them 
many  years  to  come.  Talk  of  "  Little 
Englanders,"  he  had  never  known  a 
policy  introduced  by  any  Government  of 
this  country  which  more  favoured  that 
policy  than  did  this  Bill.  It  would  be  of 
great  advantage  to  Germany ;  it  would 
also  be  of  great  advantage  to  France.  It 
would  cheapen  articles  in  those  countries 
to  the  consumers  there,  and  it  would 
relieve  the  taxpayers  of  those  countries- 
at  the  expense  of  the  consumers  in  this 
country.     That  must  be  the  result  of  the 
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legislation,  and  he  only  regretted  that  the 
Government  should  have  commenced  on 
a  down-grade  policy  of  that  kind,  and  of 
so  serious  a  nature  without  consulting 
the  country;  he  regretted  that  thev 
should  seek  to  force  the  Bill  througn 
Parliament  at  the  end  of  a  long,  dreary 
and  weary  session  and  after  a  most  in- 
adequate discussion.  He  looked  upon 
the  measure  as  one  of  the  meanest  de- 
scription. There  was  not  a  poor  child  in 
4ihe  country  which  would  not  be  deprived 
of  pleasure  of  some  sort,  and  in  some 
cases  of  necessities,  through  the  increased 
price  of  the  sweetening  materials  used 
in  ordinary  food.  Why  should  the  poor 
little  ones  be  taxed  in  this  way  in  order 
that  those  who  had  made  millions  of 
profit  out  of  the  sugar  trade  of  the 
•country  might  still  further  increase  their 
great  and  rapidly  growing  wealth.  Yet 
that,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  was  the  only 
object  of  the  Bill  which  he  opposea, 
because  he  believed  it  was  inimical  to 
the  real  interests  of  the  poor.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  betraying  the  best  interests 
of  the  welfare  of  the  poor  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  could  well  do  without  the 
Assistance  of  the  House  in  this  great  in- 
dustry, and  he  sincerely  trusted  that 
«ven  at  this  eleventh  hour  some  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
would  rise  superior  to  Party  bondage, 
atd  stand  out,  especially  as  they  were 
nearing  the  time  when  they  would  have 
to  give  an  account  of  their  stewardship. 
He  hoped  they  would  stand  out  fearlessly 
-against  Government  influences  of  this  kind 
and  vote  against  a  measure  of  protection 
to  the  rich  at  the  cost  of  the  struggling 
poor.    He  begged  to  second  the  Motion. 

Amendment  proposed  - 

**  To  leave  out  the  word  *now/  and  at  the 
-end  of  the  QueBtioo  to  add  the  words  *  upon 
lliis  day  three  months.'  " — {Mr.  Longh.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  word 
^  now,'  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool, 
Abercromby)  said  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  apparently  did 
not  remember  that  strong  language  did 
not  make  arguments.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  had  heard  his  speech,  and 
the  speech  which  had  been  delivered 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Islington, 
At  least  a  score  of  times  before  in  that 
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House,  and  he  did  not  think  he  need 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in 
traversing  the  arguments  put  forward 
by  the  hon.  Member.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Leicester  had 
referred  to  a  movement  which  took 
place  some  years  ago,  and  had  he  known 
that  he  was  going  to  do  so,  he  would 
certainly  have  looked  up  his  papers 
upon  the  subject,  because  he  thought 
he  would  have  been  able  to  show 
therefrom  that  the  people  were  strongly 
in  favour  of  this  measure  of  justice 
to  our  sugar-producing  colonies,  and 
also  to  the  refining  interests  at  home. 
He  would  remind  the  House  of  one 
reason  why  the  agitation  had  ceased. 
It  was  because  the  refineries  themselves 
were  silent.  Where,  in  fact,  were  the 
refiners  in  the*  East  of  London?  [An 
Hon.  Member:  "Tate's."]  They  had 
been  broken  up^  and  the  people  who 
had  been  engaged  in  them  had  been 
transferred  to  other  trades,  and  that 
fact  alone  accounted  for  their  silence. 
He  congratulated  the  House  that, 
however  tardily,  it  was  at  least  doing 
justice  to  a  great  industry,  and  that 
it  was  also  doing  justice  to  British 
subjects  whether  at  home  or  in  any 
Crown  colony. 

It  had  been  frequently  stated  that  England 
was  not  a  producing  country,  and  therefore 
was  not  concerned.  He  would  inform  the 
House,  however,  that  the  cultivation  of 
beet  had  been  tried  in  England  for  several 
years,  and  there  was  ample  evidence  to 
show  that  it;  could  be  grown  equally  well 
in  this  country  as  in  the  North  of  France 
or  Germany.  This  Convention  would  be 
a  charter  of  freedom  in  the  cultivation  of 
beet,  and  would  give  people  of  enterprise, 
interested  in  agriculture,  a  fair  opening 
for  introducing  a  valuable  new  cultivation 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land. 


Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  appreciated 
the  indignation  which  had  found  such 
adequate  expression  in  the  speeches  of 
the  mover  and  seconder  of  the  Motion  for 
the  rejection  of  the  Bill,  and  associated 
himself  with  all  the  arguments  they  had 
used,  but  the  feeling  uppermost  in  his 
mind  in  the  course  of  recent  debates  had 
been  one  not  so  much  of  indignation  as  of 
surprise  at  the  action  of  the  Government 
in  agreeing  to  such   a  Convention,  and 
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introducing  such  a  Bill.  Why  had  they 
done  it  ?  He  was  certain  it  was  not  due 
to  the  Treasury  or  to  the  Board  of  Trade ; 
the  speeches  of  the  representatives  of 
those  Departments  showed  that  their  con- 
victions in  the  matter  were  not  very 
deep-seated.  It  was  the  work  of  some 
other  department.  How  were  the  people 
of  this*  country  to  benefit  by  the  policy 
embodied  in  the  Convention  and  the  Bill  ? 
He  could  imderstand  the  benefit  of  the 
policy  to  Germany,  France,  and  Austria, 
who  had  been  paying  money  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  sugar  industry  outof  thepockets 
cif  their  people.  They  had  a  natural 
interest  to  get  rid  of  this  heavy  charge, 
and  in  securing  this  Convention  they 
hadtwistedusroundtheirfingers.  TheBill 
was  obviously  framed  in  their  interests, 
and  had  relation  to  Continental  and 
not  to  British  conditiona  It  was  an 
absurd,  confused,  clumsy  return  to 
protectionist  ideas,  and  was  filled  with 
intricate  devices  in  the  interest  of  protec- 
tionist countries.  This  unlucky  Conven- 
tion was  being  made  by  this  Act  part  of 
the  law  of  Great  Britain,  and  all  the 
permanent  Commission  might  choose  to 
dictate  was  to  be  binding  on  us,  and  we 
had  got  to  follow  in  a  humble  manner 
all  the  behests  of  this  body  sitting  at 
Brussels  on  which  we  had  one  very 
email  voice  and  the  interests  of  most  of 
whom  were  opposed  to  those  of  this 
country.  That  was  the  position  in 
which  we  had  been  landed,  and  what  a 
grotesque  inconsistency  there  was  in  the 
manner  in  which  that  position  h.d  been 
brought  about.  It  was  advocated  nomin- 
ally in  the  interests  of  free  trade,  but  upon 
protectionist  doctrines,  and  by  men 
many  of  whom  were  avowed  protec- 
tionists. It  was  said  that  Great  Britain 
ought  more  and  more  to  make  her  trade 
independent  of  foreign  countries,  and 
yet  here  we  were  binding  ourselves  in  a 
new  set  of  chains,  and  pledging  ourselves 
to  do  what  other  countries  prescribed. 
We  were  told  we  ought  to  suspect  Ger- 
many and  to  regard  her  interests  as 
hostile  to  our  own ;  yet  it  was  under 
the  lead  of  Germany  that  this  Conven- 
tion had  been  made,  and  Germany  more 
than  any  other  country  would  benefit 
by  it.  We  were  told  we  ought  to  give 
all  the  help  we  could  to  our  colonies, 
but  by  this  Convention  we  abandoned 
all  power  of  giving  them  any  preference. 


Lastly,  we  were  told  that  we  ought 
to  do  everything  we  could  to  pro- 
mote British  manufactures.  How 
were  they  going  to  benefit  British 
manufactures  by  this  Act  1  They  were 
going  to  raise  the  price  of  the  raw 
material  to  the  Urge  manufacturers,  and 
in  addition  to  raising  the  price  they  were 
going  to  divert  the  bounties  from  the 
production  of  that  raw  material  which 
they  at  present  obtained  on  advantageous 
terms  to  the  production  of  manufactures 
to  compete  with  ourselves.  With  one 
hand  they  were  raising  the  price  of  the 
raw  material,  and  with  the  other  asking 
them  to  subsidise  those  goods  which 
competed  with  British  goods.  That  was 
indeed  a  new  fiscal  poUcy.  This  new 
fiscal  policy  was  unwise  in  its  conception, 
it  had  been  unskilful  in  its  negotiation, 
and  it  would  be  unprofitable  in  its 
results.  He  had  the  gravest  possible 
doubt  whether  this  Act  would  be  of  any 
benefit  whatever  to  the  West  Indies. 
The  most  that  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  ventured  to  say  for  it  was  that  it 
would  steady  prices.  That  was  not  what 
the  West  Indies  asked  for  or  expected. 
They  expected  the  price  to  be  raised. 
He  had  been  in  both  Cuba  and  Jamaica, 
and  the  belief  there  was  that  the  price 
would  be  raised.  He  greatly  doubted 
whether  prices  would  be  made  much 
more  steady  by  the  operation  of  the  other 
forces  by  which  prices  were  affected. 
They  must  mistrust  prophecies  which 
were  given  them  in  this  way.  The  last 
prophecy  was  the  one  which  they  had 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool. 
The  argument  of  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Liverpool  was  that  this  Con- 
vention might  result  in  the  increased 
cultivation  of  beet  in  this  country.  That 
was  an  argument  they  heard  for  the 
first  time  that  night ;  but  if  the  cultiva- 
tion of  beet  became  a  source  of  profit  to 
the  agriculturists  of  this  country,  it 
would  enter  into  competition  with  the 
West  Indies,  and  then  what  became  of 
the  benefit  which  this  Act  was  to  confer 
on  those  Islands  1 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  said  he  did  not 
take  such  a  partial  view  as  to  consider 
only  the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  that  up  to  the 
present    in    all    the  debates    the    only 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


247 


Sugar 


{COMMONS} 


Conrmiion  Bill 


248 


tangible  benefit  that  was  expected  to 
accrue  from  this  Act  was  expected  to 
accrue  to  the  West  Indies.  The  interests 
of  the  West  Indies  was  the  only  one 
argument  they  had  been  able  to  grasp 
as  being  something  tangible.  He  really 
doubted  whether  there  would  be  any 
benefit  to  the  West  Indies  under  this 
Conrention.  The  commercial  misfortunes 
of  the  West  Indies  were  much  deeper 
than  anything  this  Bill  could  remedy. 
This  was  not  the  right  method.  If  they 
weie  to  spend  money  upon  benefiting 
the  West  Indies  and  giving  them  a 
•hance  of  recovering  their  prosperity, 
they  would  effect  far  more,  in  his 
opinion,  by  establishing  factories  and  by 
encouraging  the  intelligent  cultivation 
of  sugar-cane  and  other  products  than 
they  could  possibly  effect  by  this  Con- 
vention. With  regard  to  the  astonish- 
ment which  this  Convent'on  inspired, 
he  himself  could  not  understand  why 
the  Government  had  entered  into  it. 
As  he  had  already  expressed  his  distrust 
of  prophecies,  he  would  not  venture  to 
make  any.  He  would  not  say  whether 
the  price  would  be  steady  or  whether  it 
would  rise  or  not,  but  he  ventured  to 
express  the  hope  that  the  Grovemment 
would  make  as  few  orders  as  possible  and 
interfere  as  little  as  they  could  with  the 
course  of  trade.  He  hoped  the  Grovem- 
ment would  take  the  first  opportunity 
they  could  of  extricating  themselves  from 
a  very  embarrassing  position  in  which 
the  only  gain  to  Great  Britain  or  her 
colonies  that  he  could  see  would  be  that 
of  learning  by  experience  that  the  best 
policy  was  to  mind  our  own  business,  and 
to  allow  trade  to  go  on  without  inter- 
ference by  Government  or  by  legislation. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  said  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  desired  not  to  put 
trade,  as  it  was  put  by  this  Convention, 
into  its  natural  channels,  but  to  allow 
the  West  Indies  to  live  upon  a  perpetual 
system  of  bounties  and  state-aided 
manufactures. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  that  he  had  antici- 

Eated  any  criticism  of  that  kind  for  he 
ad  made  it  clear  that  he  had  committed 
himself  to  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  said 
that  there  were  grave  objections  to  any 
such  policy ;   but  if  money  were  to  he 
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spent,  it  would  be  spent  more  profitably 
in  that  way  than  in  the  manner  chosen 
by  the  Grovernment.  Surely  that  was  an 
argument  which  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
could  understand. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  that  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  rejected  with  scorn 
and  astonishment  the  policy  of  aiding  the 
AVest  Indies  by  placing  trade  in  its 
natural  channels.  There  were  left,  then, 
the  alternatives  of  aiding  the  West  Indies 
by  subventions — of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  strongly  disapproved — or  of 
not  aiding  them  at  all.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  evidently  leave  the 
West  Indies  in  their  present  position. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  whole  of 
the  Opposition,  including  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Berwick,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  ConMnittee  which  dwelt  upon  the 
difficulties  in  which  the  West  Indies  were 
placed,  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman ;  but  all  he  could  say  was  that 
he  hoped  there  never  would  be  a  Govern- 
ment in  this  country  which  would  take 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  view  of  our 
duties  and  responsibilities  to  the  West 
Indian  colonies. 

Mr,  BRYCE  asked  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  whether  his  argument  was 
mtended  to  justify  a  policy  of  pecuniary 
subsidies  to  the  colonies.  It  was  only 
that  he  had  expressed  disapproval  of,  and 
he  should  like  to  know  whether  the  riRht 
hon.  Gentleman  was  advocating,  that 
policy,  and,  if  so,  where  he  stopped. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  did  not  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  improved 
his  position  by  that  interruption.  The 
Government  had  proposed  a  policy,  of 
which  he  should  have  something  to  say 
directly,  which  at  all  events  had  for 
its  object,  and  would,  he  thought, 
have  for  its  result,  the  making  of 
the  trade  in  sugar  free  trade.  That  i»aa 
the  policy  of  the  Government.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  want  a 
policy  of  subsidies,  and  therefore,  he 
wanted  to  leave  the  West  Indies  alone. 
That  was  the  point  to  which  he  waa 
driving  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
from  that  point  he  could  not  escape.  He 
himself  trusted  that  a  Grovemment  would 
never  be  in  power  in  this  country  which 
took  that  view.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man talked  as  if  this  was  a  recent 
invention,    sprung    upon  an  astonished 
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country.  He  must  know  that  this  had 
been  the  declared  policy  of  the  present 
Grovemment  for  a  long  time.  He  must 
also  know  it  had  been  the  declared  policy 
of  Grovemments  long  antecedent  to  the 
present  Government,  and  not  sharing 
their  general  views  in  politics.  He  must 
surely  know  that  when  Lord  Palmerston 
was  f  rime  Minister  and  Mr.  Gladstone 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  this  very 
policy  was  the  declared  and  deliberate 
policy  of  the  Government,  embodied  in  a 
formal  instrument  with  the  French 
Government. 


Mr.  lough  :  Which  a  surtax  justi- 
fied. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  asked  whether 
the  hon.  Gentleman  thought  that  the 
description  of  it,  a  surtax,  altered  the 
broad  statement  he  had  made.  What 
did  it  matter  how  they  described  it  ? 
These  Grentlemen  might  say  there  was 
the  fact  that  the  British  Government, 
with  Mr.  Gladstone  as  its  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  endeavoured  by  a  formal 
instrument  to  abolish  bounties  on  sugar. 
The  statement  that  the  Government  were 
prepared  to  admit  chocolates  and  other 
manufactures  into  which  sugar  entered, 
which  manufactures  might  be  made  with 
bounty-fed  sugar,  was  based  on  an  entire 
misconception.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
had  the  idea  that  the  more  bounties  the 
better.  They  loved  bounties  in  so  far  as 
they  benefited  consumers  in  this  country. 
They  liked  the  system,  otherwise  why 
did  they  object  to  this  Bill  1  The  Gov- 
ernment objected  equally  to  bounty-fed 
su^r  and  bounty-fed  chocolate,  and  the 
only  reason  why  they  did  not  accept  the 
Amendment  which  was  discussed  at  great 
length  yesterday,  was,  in  the  first  place, 
because  they  did  not  believe  as  a  matter 
of  fact  that  there  would  be  any  chocolate 
or  similar  products  thrown  into  this 
country  made  out  of  bounty-fed  sugar. 
They  did  not  believe  from  the  best  advice 
they  could  obtain  that  there  was  the 
smallest  probability,  or  possibility,  of  that 
result.  They  laid  it  down,  in  the 
second  place,  that  if  this  result  occurred 
it  would  be  the  first  and  most  immediate 
duty  of  the  Government  of  this  country 
to  stop  it  by  legislation ;  and,  in  the 
third  place,  the  only  proper  way  to  stop 
it  was  by  legislation  ad  hoc,  because  if  the 
legislation  was  to  be  embodied  in   this 


Bill  the  manufacturers  of  chocolate  and 
others  in  this  country  would  be  compelled 
to  carry  on  their  manufactures  in  bond 
under  the  control  of  the  Brussels  Con- 
vention. If  this  diflSculty  should  ever 
arise  they  would  deal  with  it  in  their  own 
way,  and  in  the  least  onerous  and  objec- 
tionable way  to  the  trade  they  desired  to 
protect.  On  the  broad  issue,  however, 
he  defended  the  policy  of  the  Bill, 
because  he  desired  to  see  international 
trade  carried  on  upon  the  true  lines 
which  had  always  commended  themselves 
to  the  great  free-traders  of  this  country 
— namely,  without  the  unnatural  stimulus 
given  either  by  foreign  protective  duties 
or  foreign  bounties.  It  was  true,  and  the 
Government  did  dot  deny  it,  that  the 
effect  of  a  foreign  bounty  must  be  to 
benefit  the  consumer  in  this  country. 
But  they  thought  that  the  uncertainty 
thrown  into  trade,  the  impossibility  of 
asking  capitalists  to  invest  their  money 
in  the  most  advanced  machinery,  the 
variations  in  prices,  and  the  fact  that 
when  the  rival  trades  were  destroyed  by 
bounties  their  competitors  obtained  the 
power  to  raise  the  price  beyond  what  it 
was  before — all  these  circumstances  co- 
operated to  make  legislation  of  this  kind 
desirable,  not  in  the  interests  of  the 
manufacturer  or  the  safety  of  cap- 
ital, but  in  the  interest  of  the 
consumer,  whose  real  interest  was  not  to 
have  this  or  that  article  cheap  for  a  year 
or  two,  but  to  have  it  on  terms  on  which 
alone  it  could  be  permanently  produced 
to  advantage,  to  open  up  competition 
with  the  best  machinery  available,  and 
with  security  to  the  capitalist.  In  this 
Bill  the  Government  had  tried  to  cut 
their  way  in  no  new  or  untried  paths. 
They  were  following  in  the  steps  of  their 
predecessors  on  botn  sides  of  the  House, 
and  he  was  confident  that  when  the 
country  came  to  consider  in  its  proper 
aspects  the  policy  which  the  Government 
recommended  they  would  say  that  it  was 
not  only  in  consonance  with  economic 
justice,  but  in  the  real  interests  of  the 
consumer  himself. 


*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  that  the 
Prime  Minister  said  that  he  was  only 
pursuing  the  course  which  had  been 
taken  by  his  predecessors.  No  one  who 
had  followed  the  history  of  this  subject 
during  the  Parliamentary  life  of   those 
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present  could  fail  to  be  aware  of  the  fact 
that  never  at  any  time  until  two  years 
ago  had  the  policy  of  this  Bill  been  even 
dreamt  of.  Statements  were  certainly 
made  by  both  parties  as  to  getting  rid  of 
bounties,  but  there  wa^  an  essential 
change  between  now  and  the  time  of 
Lord  Palmerston.  Cheap  sugar  in- 
dustries had  grown  up  since  that  date. 
He  still  more  sharply  denied  the  amazing 
statement  of  the  Prime  Minister  that  the 
effect  of  this  Bill  was  to  let  trade  flow  in 
its  natural  channel.  Was  it  conceivable 
that  the  Government  could  have  worked 
themselves  into  a  frame  of  mind  that 
prohibition,  destruction,  sinking  of 
cargoes  at  the  Nore,  was  no  more 
than  the  returning  of  trade  to  its  natural 
channels  1  Nor  would  the  arguments  of 
the  Prime  Minister  in  regard  to  the  West 
Indies  bear  the  examination  of  the 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
taunted  them  with  having  no  policy 
for  the  West  Indies.  Why,  many  of 
them  on  that  side  of  the  House  had, 
year  after  year,  until  they  were  tired  by 
the  very  uselessness  of  the  effort, 
developed  a  West  Indian  policy. 
[Ministerial  cries  of  "What  policy  1] 
The  poUcy  of  relying  on  the  coloured 
people  as  a  peasant  proprietary — the 
only  policy  by  which  the  West  Indies 
could  be  saved.  The  policy  of  the 
Government  was  practically  one  of 
bolstering  up  of  a  decaying  and  almost 
dead  industry  which  nothing  could  save. 
The  whole  policy  of  the  Bill  was 
mischievous,  and  more  so  when  sup- 
ported by  such  arguments  as  those  used 
by  the  Prime  Minister,  which  were  fatal 
to  the  whole  fiscal  system  of  the 
country. 

*Mr,  THEODORE  TAYLOR  (Lan- 
cashire,  Radcliffe)  said  that  the  avowed 
object  of  the  Bill,  according  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  was  to  make  sugar  less  cheap 
than  at  present. 

Mr,  A-  J.  BALFOUR  said  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Government  the  price  of 
sugar  would  not  be  raised,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  it  would  be  diminished. 
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♦Mr.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  said  that 
that  did  not  meet  his  point.    He  believed 
that   the  Government   had   an    honest 
Sir  Charl^  DiVce, 


desire  to  deal  with  a  very  difficult  pro- 
blem, but  if  their  policy  would  not  raise 
the  price  of  West  Indian  sugar,  how  was 
it  going  to  help  the  West  Indies  1  If  this 
policy  must  be  undertaken  it  would  be 
better    done    by  countervailing  duties 
which      we     ourselves    could     control. 
This  country   would  then  at  all  events 
have  retained  the  money  paid  by  these 
other  countries.      He  did  not  say  that 
countervailing  duties  were  a  good  thing. 
They  were  but  one  degree  less  bad  than 
the  course  now  being  taken.    The  Govern- 
ment   were  doing  a    bad  thing  in  the 
worst  possible  way  ;  they  were  increasing 
the  cost  of  over  90  per  cent,  of  the  sugar 
for  the  sake  of  3  or  4  per  cent.;   they 
were  throwing  not  a  sprat  to  catch  a 
salmon,  but  a  salmon  to  catch  a  sprat; 
and  in  this  matter  it  was  not  unfair  to  say 
that  the  Government  were  the  friends  of 
every  country  but   their  own.      As  an 
Englishman  he  objected  to  goin^  cap  in 
hand  to  a  foreign  Commission  and  asking 
what  duties  we  should  impose  on  the 
sugar    we   imported.      A    great  fallacy 
underlay   the  arguments  of  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.      They  seemed   to  imagine  that 
they  could   fix   the   normal  or    natural 
price.     In  1884  the  cost  of  the  Colonial 
Company's  sugar  was  £16;    in  3896  it 
was  £8.     Who  could  say  what  was  the 
normal  or    natural    price.       Conditions 
were  continually  changing,  and   by  the 
application  of  science  and  better  methods 
production  was  getting  cheaper.      The 
price  would  continually  vary,   and  not 
even  the   Prime    Minister    of    England 
could  fix  a  figure  as  the  normal  natural 
price.     When   the  Government  Depart- 
ments were  able    to    manage    business 
better  than  business  men,  then  would  be 
the  ^me  for  them  to  begin  to  fix  prices. 
The   West  Indies  were  said   to  be  the 
cause  of  this  legislation.      They  were  the 
enfants    gdtt^s    of   the    British    Empire; 
they  had    been    spoilt    from    time    im- 
memorial.    How  far  did  the  Gk)vernment 
intend  to  carry  this  principle  of  regulating 
prices,  or  the  attempt  to  establish  fresh 
artificial   conditions   to  neutralise  those 
already    in     operation  ?      Was     it     to 
be    applied    to  shipping    preference?  or 
railway    rates?     Was     a  duty    to    be 
placed   on  foreign  cloth   because  wagt!s 
were  lower  and  the  hours  longer  in  coun- 
tries   from   where   it    came  ?     Did    not 
such    conditions    constitute    an     unfair 
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preference  ?  Who  was  to  decide  what 
were  natural  and  what  were  artificial 
advantages?  It  was  impossible  for  any 
Government  or  Party  to  say  what  was 
the  natural  price  of  a  commodity.  There 
was  undoubtedly  an  artificial  bounty  at 
present,  but  the  Government  would 
have  been  better  advised  to  have  let  the 
bounty  die  a  natural  death.  It  was 
because  he  finnly  believed  that  the  Bill 
would  inflict  a  great  injustice  on  the 
people  of  this  country  that  he  had 
ventured  to  intervene  at  so  late  an  hour. 


♦Mr.  CREMER  (Shoreditch,  Haggers- 
ton)  said    that   up   to  the    present   he 
had  contented  himself   with   recording 
silent  votes  in  opposition  to  the  Bill,  and  I 
would  not  have  risen   on   the  present 
occasion  but  for  the  repetition  of  the  I 
statement   that  several    working  men's 
organisations     of     the     country     had  \ 
passed  resolutions    in     favour    of    the  j 
proposals     now     under     consideration.  | 
Having  considerable  knowledge    of  the 
agitation  referred  to,  which  took  place  I 
fifteen    years  ago,  he  desired    to  show 
that    the    statement      was     altogether  I 
erroneous.      During   the    debate  on    a 
former  stage  of  the  Bill,  they  had  read  to  i 
them  a  circular  purporting  to  be  an   ex- ' 
pression    of    the  opinion    of    organised 
bodies    of    workmen    throughout     the 
United  Kingdom.      He  was  astonished 
that  that  circular  should  have  been  read 
out    to   the  House,  and  he  could  only 
account  for  the  temerity  of   the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  read  it  out  by  the  sup- 
possition  that  he  did  not  know  the  real 
nature   and   character  of   the    circular 
and  the  circumstances  under   which  it 
was    issued.       During    the    Committee 
stage  of  the  Bill  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Glitheroe  Division  attempted  to  ex- 
plain— but  he  was    ruled  out  of  Order 
by  the  Chairman  for  attempting  to  do 
80--that  that  circular  was  really  one  of 
the     most      barefaced     attempts     ever 
made  to  impose  upon  the   country  in 
regard  to  the  bond  fide  expression  of  the 
people's  will.    The  agitation  from  first  to 
last  was  absolutely  bounty-fed,  and  there 
were     not    a     half    dozen    workmen's 
organisations   in  the   United  Kingdom 
that  paid  one  single  sixpence  for  the  a^'ta- 
tion,  which  lasted  for  two,  three,  or  four 
years.     Meetings  were  held  throughout 
the  Metropolis,  and  one  notable  meeting 


was    held    at    the  Westminster  Palace 
Hotel  attended  by  one  or  two  hundred 
men   purporting  to  represent  organised 
bodies  of  workmen  in  the  country.     But 
no  man    present  on    that  occasion  waa* 
paid    by     the    organisation     which    he 
professed    to  represent,  but  by  persons 
interested  in  raising  the  price  of  sugar, 
by    getting     the     bounties     abolished. 
It   was    in    the    interest  of  that   class 
that    the    agitation,   which    lasted    for 
two  or  three  years,  was  conducted  with 
an  amount  of  perseverance  which  waa- 
the    only     virtue     it     possessed.      Aa 
enormous    amount   of    money  was  ex- 
pended by  the  promoters  of  the  agitation. 
From  first  to  last  the  men  who  attended 
these    gatherings  were  paid   to    do  so, 
and     their    travelling     expenses    from, 
all   parts    of    the   kingdom    were   also 
paid.     At    the    end    of    the    meetings 
they  were  invited  to  eat  and  drink,  and. 
especially    to   drink,   the  gorging    and 
fuddling  which  went  on  at  the  end  of 
the    meetings    disgusting    clean-handed 
honest  working  men  who  declined  to  lend 
any    countenance    or    support    to    the- 
movement  which  was  organised  by  the 
agency    to    which    he     had     referred. 
He  was  quite  sure  that  the  hon.  Member 
who    had    referred    to    that    agitationi 
had    no    intention    of    misleading    the 
House,  because  he  himself,  like  others, 
had  probably  been  misled  by  statements 
which    had   been    repeatedly    made    in< 
regard  to  the  events  which  transpired 
fifteen    years    ago.    A    newspaper    was 
started  in  connection  with  that  move- 
ment.    It  was  conducted  at  a  loss  from  be- 
ginning to  end  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  knew  something  of  the  channels 
through    which   the   money  came,  and. 
the  means  by  which  it  was  distributed. 
The  promoters  of  the    movement  tried. 
in  vain  to  get  a   legitimate  expression 
of   opinion    in   favour    of    their   policy 
from  the  Trades  Union  Congress.     The 
Congress,  however,  not  only  declined  to 
express  an  opinion  in  favour  of    their 
particular  views,  but  ordered   them   to 
leave  and  upon  their  refusing  to  do  so 
ejected  them  by  force.    That  was  the 
opinion    entertained   by    the    bond   fide 
working  men  of  the  bounty-fed  agitators. 
He  hoped  that,   after  this,   no  further 
attempts  would  be  made  by  hon.  Members 
to  induce  the  House  or  the  country  to 
believe  that  there  had  been  any  honest 
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expression  of  working  class  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House.  He  had  risen  in  order  to  dispel . 
the  illusion  which  he  saw  existed  in  the 
minds  of  many  hon.  Members  of  the 
House.  He  could  only  say  that  every 
vote  he  had  given  in  the  \  arious  divisions 
which  had  taken  place  he  had  given 
because  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  in  his 
^wn  mind  that  the  effect  of  passing  the 
Bill  into  law  would  be  to  make  sugar 
very  much  dearer  and  to  penalise  the 
industries  of  the  country  which  had 
been  created  and  developed  by  cheap 
^ugar.  He  believed  the  masses  of  the 
|)eople — the  poorer  classes,  particularly — 
would  suffer  and  would  be  compelled  to 
pay  a  very  heavy  penalty  for  the , 
folly  of  the  Government,  and  on  behalf  | 
of  the  workers  he  represented  he 
desired  to  register  his  solemn  and  final ' 
protest  against  the  passing  of  the  Bill.       ; 
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Mr.  TOMKINSON  (Cheshire,  Crewe) 
said  he  was  sorry  to  trouble  the  House 
on  the  subject,  but  he  appealed  to  hon. 
Members  to  give  him  a  few  moments,  on 
the  ground  that  he  had  not  so  far  said 
a  single  word,  although  he  had  sat  there 
through  the  debates  upon  the  Bill.  He 
desired  to  register  one  more  protest 
against  the  measure,  because  he  felt  that 
the  day  it  passed  into  law  would  be  an 
evil  one  for  England.  It  would  be  the 
first  time  on  which  our  ports  would  be 
not  partially  closed  by  protective  duties, 
but  wholly  closed  to  an  article  of  food, 
valuable  and  wholesome,  and  most 
necessary  to  the  country.  For  the  first 
time,  he  believed,  many  of  our  ships, 
instead  of  enjoying  that  freedom  of 
navigation  which  they  had  enjoyed  with 
such  beneficial  effects  for  over  half  a 
century,  would  be  precluded  from  bring- 
ing from  certain  parts  of  half  the  world 
cargoes  of  sugar,  and  that  sugar,  if 
brought  here,  would  either  have  to  be 
destroyed  or  would  have  to  seek  a 
market  elsewhere,  to  the  great  loss  of  the 
merchants  engaged  in  bringing  it  to  this 
country.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal 
of  the  somewhat  new-born  enthusiasm 
of  certain  Members  opposite  for  free 
trade,  and  he  appealed  to  them  now  to 
join  with  him  in  condemning  interference 
with  the  natural  course  of  trade.  Some 
interference  with  trade  on  the  part  of 
foreign    countries  might  be  hurtful   to 

Mr.  Cremer. 


this  country,  but  in  other  cases  it  was 
more  harmful  stiJl  to  the  countries 
which  caused  it.  There  were  some  forms 
of  protection  which  contributed  greatly 
to  our  benefit,  and  was  it  to  be  supposed 
that  we  were  to  single  out  those 
particular  forms,  and  out  of  pure 
pedantry,  attack  them  to  the 
detriment  of  our  own  interests  7 
What  was  to  be  said  about  such  a  case 
as  that  of  Spain  ?  Spain  could  produce 
in  abundance  oranges,  sugar,  and  coal, 
and  if  she  allowed  her  people  to  have 
sugar  as  cheaply  as  she  could  produce 
it,  Spain  might  take  the  whole  of  the 
marmalade  trade  from  Dundee.  Why 
should  Great  Britain  take  steps  to  bring 
about  such  a  result  1  This  Bill  was  the 
first  step  in  a  policy  of  closing  our 
ports  and  introducing  a  system  of  pro- 
tection, and  for  that  reason  he  desired 
to  enter  against  it  the  strongest  protest 
in  his  power. 

Mr.  PRIESTLEY  (Grantham),  who 
spoke  amid  cries  of  **  Divide,"  protested 
against  the  Bill  as  an  unjustifiable  and 
pernicious  form  of  legislation.  Apart 
from  the  question  of  different  industries, 
the  measure  was  certain  to  have  a 
serious  effect  on  the  well  being  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  community,  and  he 
desired  to  know  what  compensation  the 
people  generally  were  to  get  for  the 
benefit  to  be  conferred  on  the  sugar 
growers  of  the  West  Indies  and  the 
sugar  refiners  of  this  country.  Bypassing 
this  Bill  the  Government  were  entirely 
neglecting  to  recognise  the  essential 
importance  to  Great  Britain  of  free 
imports  and  cheap  food,  of  which  sugar 
was  one  of  the  most  important  elements. 
He  had  been  to  the  West  Indies  two  or 
three  times,  and  probably  knew  as  much 
about  the  question  at  issue  as  the  average 
Member  of  Parliament.  His  sympathies 
had  always  been  with  the  growers  in 
the  difiSculties  they  had  had  to  encounter, 
and  if  Parliament  was  to  relieve  any  of 
the  distressed  industries  of  the  Empire, 
the  West  Indian  sugar  industry  had  as 
good  a  claim  for  assistance  as  any  be 
knew.  He  questioned,  however,  whether 
this  method  of  relief  woulf<  -e  ctive. 
A  sj'stem  by  which  the  ^-  ers  could 
have  been  enabled  to  develop  the  scientific 
production  of  sugar  would  have  been 
much  more  beneficial  to  the  West  Indies 
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and  far  less  injurious  to  the  consumer  in 
England.  The  last  had  not  been  heard 
of  this  subject  Hon.  Members  might 
refuse  him  a  courteous  hearing,  but  they 
would  have  to  appear  before  long  on  the 
platforms  of  the  country,  and  then  they 
would  be  forced  by  the  people  to  give  a 
little  more  attention  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  said  that  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Haggerston  had 
impugned  the  accuracy  of  his  statement 
that  several  working  men's  organisations 
had  passed  resolutions  in  favour  of  the 
policy    of  the  Government,  he   desired 


to  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  a  letter  in 
The  Times  of  2nd  April,  1888.  That 
letter  was  from  Mr.  Burt,  M.P.,  and 
Dr.  ShiptOQ,  and  enclosed  resolutions 
passed  by  a  conference  of  delegates 
representing  500,000  working  men  in 
favour  *'  of  freeing  British  trade  from 
the  injurious  operations  of  the  foreign 
bounty  system.'* 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  119  ;  Noes, 
57.     (Division  List  No.  238.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Aikwriffht,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Huffh  O. 
Atkinson.  Rt.  Hon.  John 
fiagotfCapt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  ( WcUtvorth) 
Balfoar,Kt.Hon.  A  J.  {ManchW 
Balfoiir,Rt  Hon.  G  W.  {Leeds) 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  {Christch. 
Bigwood,  James 
Blandell,  Colonel  Henr^ 
Buflcawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bowlea,  Lt.-CoL  H.  F.  {MiMx 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (iST.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  ( Derbysh, ) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J.  (B«rm. ) 
ChamberlainRtHn.  J  A(  Wore) 
Chapman,  Edward 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  {Glctsgow 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Doum,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridga 
Craig,  Chas.  Curtis,  {AntnmS,) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disiaeli,  ConingHby  Ralph 
Doughty,  GeoKje 
I>ouglaA,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dnke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning  Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.AilwynEdward 
Fergusson,Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  {Man. ) 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 


AYES. 

Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robetr  Biuinatyne 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  {Warwick,  8.  W.) 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
(f  )dson,Sir  AugastusFrcderick 
Gordon,  J.  {{Londonderry,  S.) 
Gordon,MaiEvau8-(  T'rir  w/e/* 
Gore,HnG.  R.  C.Ormsby-(i5a/o/? 
Gouldinff,  Edwin  Alfred 
(freene,  Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury 
(jrreene,  W.  Raymond  {Catnbs, 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hambro,  James  Eric 
Hare,  Thomas  Leiffh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Greorge 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar,  {Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  {Liverpool) 
Lawaon,  JohnGrant(  Yorks.NR 
Lee,  A  H.  {Hants,  Fareham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneaffe 
Le  veson-Gower,  FrederickN.S. 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  {Bristol,  S. 
Lowther,  C.  {Cumb,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Luca8,Re<^nald  3, {Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M*  Arthur,  Charles  {Liverpool) 
M'lver,  Su-  L.  {EdiiOmrgh,  W) 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  {Huntingdon) 
Morgan,  D.  J.  ( WaltMvmstow) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  {Butt) 
Murray,  Chairles  J.  {Coventry) 


Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  {Bath 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Percy,  Earl 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Georse 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-CoL  ^ward 
Purvie,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Reid,  James  {Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles^ine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.Cha9.  Thomson 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandys,  Lt. -Col.  Tho«.  Myles 
Scott,  Sir  S.  {Marylehone  W. 
Smith,  JamesParker,(  Zan^rA:^) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  {Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  E.  J.  {Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stroyan,  John 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrey  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin,  {East  Toxteth) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  AI. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  CoL  William  Hall 
Walrond,RtHn.SirWiUJamH. 
WelbySirC.  G.  E.  {Notts.) 
Wortley,  Rt,  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hn.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir    Alexander    Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther 


«|^Gair 
yS'(  Derbyshire) 


Ashton, 
Bayley,  Tho^.i'; 
Broadhurst,  Hehry 
Brown,  George  M.  {Edinburgh 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Caldwell,  James 


NOES. 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Channinff,  Francis  Allston 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Dabdel,  James  Henry 
Devlin,  Joseph  {Killcenny,  N. 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
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Doogan,  P.  C. 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Griffiths,  Ellis  J. 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
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Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kemj),  Lt.-Col.  George 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfred  (Cornwall 
Lapland- Barratt,  Francis 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Levy,  Maurice 
Louffh,  Thomas 
MacVeaKh,  Jeremiah 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Moss,  Samuel 
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Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Piiie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robeit  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rieg,  Richard 
Rol^rts,  John  Bryn  (Eifon) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shiproan,  Dr.  John  G. 
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Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire 
Spencer,  Rt.Hn.C  KiiSP^Aanf* 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe 
Thomas  F.  Freeman  (Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  WA 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
White,  Luke,  (York,  E.R.) 
Whiteley,  U.(A8hion^.-Lyne} 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

TELLEltS  FOR   THE  NOES— 

Mr.  Herbert  Gladstoneand 
Mr.  William  M'Arthur. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 


Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.)  said  that 
this  measure  was  a  hardy  annual  which 
might  accurately  be  described  as  an 
anachronism.  There  were  two  classes  of 
Bills  contained  in  this  measure ;  the 
first  consisted  of  Bills  of  undoubted 
value  and  the  rest  were  a  lot  of 
rubbish  which  should  be  cast  into 
the  dustbin  of  the  House.  When 
the  spirit  of  inquiry  was  abroad,  and 
at  a  time  when  the  grand  inquest  of  the 
nation  was  being  held,  they  should  try 
and  separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff, 
and  only  embody  in  this  measure  the  Acts 
which  the  House  desired  to  be  made 
permanent.  One  of  the  Acts  mentioned 
in  this  Bill  was  the  Sunday  Closing 
(Ireland)  Act,  and  everybody  in  Ireland 
was  in  favour  of  that  Act,  and  he  did  not 
see  why  year  after  year  they  should  be 
called  upon  to  renew  that  Act.  Some 
day  the  brewers,  who  were  a  considerable 
power  in  this  House,  would  rush  down  to 
move  the  omission  of  this  Bill  from  the 
Schedule.  Another  Bill  in  the  Schedule 
was  the  Peace  Preservation  Act  of  1881, 
which  was  known  in  Ireland  as  the  Arm? 
Act.  He  thought  it  was  useless  to 
re-enact  that  measure  when  its  adminis 
tration  in  Ireland  had  become  an  absolute 
farce.  He  presumed  that  he  would  not 
be  in  order  in  going  into  its  details,  but 
he  might   be  allowed  to  say   that   the 


complaint  made  by  his  hon.  friend  had  its 
counterpart  in  every  part  of  Ireland.  A 
licence  could  only  be  obtained  under  this 
Act  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  but  there 
was  a  section  of  Irishmen  who  were  in 
the  habit  of  taking  French  leave  in  the 
matter  of  licences.  They  got  arms  when 
they  liked,  and  no  prosecution  was  insti- 
tuted. It  was  twenty  eight  years  now 
since  Lord  Salisbury  and  Mr.  Disraeli 
promised  that  this  antiquated  method  of 
legislation  would  be  abandoned. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
aware  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  discuss  the 
individual  Bills  in  the  Schedule  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  said  he  only  wished 
to  point  out  that  notwithstanding  the 
pledges  given  twenty-eight  years  ago 
they  were  still,  year  after  year,  passing 
this  Bill.  The  Ballot  Act,  which  was 
also  in  the  Schedule,  was  another 
illustration  of  the  absurdity  of  thi& 
whole  process.  He  would  not  give 
much  for  the  chance,  when  an  election 
took  place,  of  any  statesman  who  would 
propose  the  repeal  of  the  Ballot  Act. 
He  suggested  that  the  Cabinet  ought  to 
appoint  a  Committee  to  so  into  the 
Schedule  and  report  to  the  House  what 
Bills  they  thought  ought  and  what  Bills- 
ought  not  to  be  continued.  This  Bill  was- 
exactly  the  same  as  in  1873,  with  the 
exception  that  the  Vaccination  Act  had 
been  tagged  on  since.  The  Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  Bill  should  consist  only  of 
those  measures  on  which  the  House  was 
agreed.  Those  which  were  not  acceptable 
to  the  House  should  be  dropped  out  al- 
together. The  practice  of  asking  the 
House  year  after  year  to  pass  a  ridiculous- 
measure  of  this  kind  was  &  refteotion 
on  their  business  capacity.    He  begged 
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to  more    that   the   Bill    be    read    this 
day  three  months. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  (Kilkenny.  N.) 
aeconded  the  motion.  He  protested 
against  the  system  of  the  Government 
bringing  forward  this  measure  mostly  at 
one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  One 
of  the  Bills  proposed  to  be  continued  was 
the  Peace  Preservation  Act,  which  was 
passed  twenty-four  years  ago  to  meet  an 
emergency  which  had  not  existed  since. 
Now  that  the  Coercion  Act  was  repealed 
he  thought  the  least  the  Government 
oould  do  would  be  to  drop  the  Peace 
Preservation  Act  out  of  the  Schedule, 
and  show  some  consistency  in  their 
policy  in  r^ard  to  Irish  affairs. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  three  months.'  "—{Mr,  MacVeagh,) 


Question  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand 
part  of  the  Question,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  this  day. 


RAILWAYS  (ELECTRICAL  POWER) 
BILL. 

As  amended,  Considered. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
said  that  he  did  not  want  to  oppose  the 
Bill,  but  it  was  rather  awkward  that  the 
House  had  not  got  printed  copies  of  it. 


Thb  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)said  it  was  quite 
true  that  the  Bill  had  not  been  printed, 
but  he  hoped  the  hon.  Member  would 
not  oppose  it,  as  it  was  really  only  an 
unimportant  drafting  Bill. 


Sib  CHARLES  RENSHAW  (Renfrew- 
ahire,  W.)  moved  as  a  new  Clause 
^^Nothinc;  in  this  Act  shall  afifect  any 
power  wnich  a  railway  company  may 
have  independently  of  this  Act.'' 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  pa^  3,  line  29,  after  the  word '  other- 
wise,' to  miert  the  words,  'Nothing  in  this 
Act  shall  afiect  any  powers  which  a  railway 
company  may  have  independent  of  this  Act.' 
—(sir  Chatles  Renshaw, ) 


Question  proposed,  *' That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 


Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  he  had  been  very  anxious 
to  promote  the  passage  of  this  Bill, 
but  he  felt  that,  bemg  forced  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  situation  to  accept 
all  these  Amendments,  the  Government 
had  practically  handed  everything  over  to 
the  railway  companies.  The  dUI  had 
been  so  whittled  down  that  it  was  hardly 
worth  passing. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  understood  that 
this  was  more  or  less  an  agreed  measure. 
He  was  very  unwilling  to  drive  the  House 
at  that  time  of  the  morning,  but  if  it 
could  be  understood  that  the  Bill  would 
pass  at  the  next  sitting,  after  the  rest  of 
the  business,  he  was  ready  to  agree  to  the 
adjournment. 


Mr.  DALZIEL  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  undertake 
that  Members  should  be  able  to  see  the 
Bill  before  the  Third  Reading. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned." — 
(Mr.  Dalziel) 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  but  I 
cannot  promise  to  take  the  Third  Reading 
before  twelve  o'clock. 


Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 


Mr,  CALDWELL  said  it  was  absolutelv 
no  use  inserting  these  words.  It  would, 
in  fact,  do  harm,  because  it  suggested 
that  the  BiU  in  some  way  interfered  with 
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existing  powers.  That  was  not  the  case,  | 
and  words  which  were  not  needed  were  | 
much  better  left  out.  The  hon.  Member  | 
for  Renfrewshire  ought  to  be  sufficiently  i 
satisfied  with  the  way  with  which  the  { 
Bill  had  been  cut  down  in  the  interests  of  i 
railway  companies  without  insisting  on  | 
further  Amendments  of  this  kind. 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Bill   to  be  read   the  third    time    to- 
morrow.    [Bill  316.] 


PATRIOTIC    FUND    BILL. 
As  amended,  Considered. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

**  In  page  1,  line  18,  after  the  word  '  thereof/ 
to  insert  the  words  *  and  all  property  held  in 
trust  therefor.'" — {Mr,  Pretytnan.) 

**In  page  1,  line  23,  after  the  word  'position/ 
to  insert  the  word  *  legally.*" — {Mr,  Bayes 
Fisher.) 


Amendments  agreed  to. 


Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


BOARD      OF      AGRICULTURE     AND 
FISHERIES    [SALARIES,    &c.]. 


Considered  in  Committee. 


(In  the  Committee.) 

Itesolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to 
be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any 
Salaries  and  Expenses  which  may  become 
payable  under  any  Act  of  the  present 
Session  to  transfer  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  powers  and  duties  relating  to 
the  Industry  of  Fishing,  and  to  amend 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  Act,  1889. — 
(Mr.  Elliot.) 


Itesolution  to  be  reported  this  day. 
Mr.  Caldwell. 


HOUSING  OF  WORKING  CLASSES 
(No.   2)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 


iMb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland)  said  that  while  there  was  a 
disposition  to  accept  this  Bill  with  grati- 
tude, that  gratitude  was  as  modest  in  its 
proportions  as  were  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill.  There  were  many  points  connected 
with  the  rural  branches  of  the  subject 
which  required  to  be  dealt  with,  such  as 
the  faciiitation  of  the  acquisition  of  land 
for  houses  and  the  simplification  of  the 
procedure  for  getting  houses  erected  in 
rural  districts,  but  having  made  a 
protest  against  the  homcBopathic  nature 
of  this  dose  of  social  reform,  he  had  no 
doubt  the  House  would  be  glad  to  accept 
the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 

MOTOR  CARS  [EXCISE  DUTY]. 
Resolution  reported,  '*  That  it  is  expedi- 
ent to  authorise  the  imposition  of  an 
Excise  Duty  on  persons  employed  as 
i  drivers  of  motor-cars  of  the  same  amount 
!  as  is  payable  on  male  servants,  in  pursu- 
ance of  any  Act  of  the  present  session  to 
amend  The  Locomotives  on  Highways 
Act,  1896." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 


POST  OFFICE  (CONTRACT  FOR  THE 
CONVEYANCE  OF  MAILS  BETWEEN 
GLASGOW,  GREENOCK,  AND  CAMP- 
BELTOWN). 

Resolved,  That  the  Contract,  dated 
9th  dav  of  March  1903,  with  the 
Campbeltown  and  Glasgow  Steam  Packet 
Joint  Stock  Company,  Limited,  for  the 
conveyance  of  mails  between  Glasgow, 
Greenock,  and  Campbeltown,  printed  in 
Parliamentary  Paper  No.  132,  of  session 
1903.  be  approved."— (Afr.  Elliot.) 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
of  the  House  of  the  28th  day  of  July, 
Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  with- 
out Question  put 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutet  after 
Two  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF    LOEDS. 
Friday,  1th  August,  1903. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
mente  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the 
Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing^  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  been  complied  with  :  Patent 
.  Office  (Extension). 

f       The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


Coventry  Electric  Tramways  Bill;  Stra- 
bane  and  Letterkenny  Railway  Bill,  now 
Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway 
Bill.  Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


^ 


Wood  Green  Urban  District  Council 
Bill,  Commons  Reasons  for  disagreeing 
to  one  of  the  Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered :  The  said  Amendment  not  insisted 
on  :  and  a  message  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
tbe  Commons  to  acquaint  them  therewith. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill ;  Patriotic  Fund 
Bill    Brought  from  the  Commons. 

Liverpool  University  Bill  Fh.l.]  ;  South 
Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.].  Re- 
turned from  the  Commons  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments. 


^  Brighton  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.].  Re- 
^  turned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
^  with  Amendments :  The  said  Amendments 
^  considered,  and  agreed  to. 


I  RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

V, 

-^  

g  PORT  OF  LONDON  BILL. 

^      Report    from    the    Joint   Committee 

made  ou  the  13th   of  July  last,   to   be 

printed.    [No.  183.J 

TRADE  REPORTS   (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.  3052,  China  (Chefoo);   No.  3053, 
Spain    (Barcelona);    No.    3054,  Japan 
(North    Formosa);    No.    3055,    Japan 
(Shimonaseki). 

COLONIES  (ANNUAL). 
St.  Helena.    (Report  for  1902). 
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Addiess  to  His  Majesty  on  Irish 
affairs  from  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Canada,  and  the  reply  thereto. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 
Thirty-second  Annual   Report  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  1902-3. 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE. 
Annual  Report  on  the  distribution  of 
grants  for  ^  agricultural  education  and 
research  in  the  year  1902-3  ;  with  state- 
ments respecting  the  several  colleges  and 
institutions  aided,  the  experiments  con- 
ducted and  the  expenditure  on  agricul- 
tural instruction  by  County  Councils  in 
1901-2. 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


SUGAR  CONVENTION  BILL. 
Read   1*;  to  be  printed;  and  to   be 
read  2»  on  Monday    next :     The  Lord 
President — [Duke  of  Devonshire],      [No. 

PATRIOTIC  FUND  BILL. 
Read    1*;  to   be  printed;  and    to  be 
read  2^  on  Mondav  next :  [Tlie  Earl  of 
Selbome],    [No.  199.] 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 
Second  Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
made;  to  be  printed;     and  to  be  con- 
sidered on  Tuesday  next.     [No.  200.] 


A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMIT- 
TEES (The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  My  Lords, 
I  desire  to  make  a  personal  explanation 
with  regard  to  my  statement  on  July  30th 
in  this  House  during  the  discussion  on  the 
Beckenham  Urban  District  Council  Bill.t 
I  am  sorry  Lord  Monks  well  is  not  in  his 
place,  but  I  see  Lord  Tweedmouth  here, 
and  perhaps  he  will  allow  me  to  make 
the  observations  chiefly  to  him.  In  the 
discussion  on  the  Beckenham  Bill  the 
other  day,  I  said  there  were  many  cases 
in  which  local  authorities  construct  tram- 
ways, with  two-thirds  consent  of  the 
districts  through  which  they  pass,  into 
districts  of  other  local  authorities.  Lord 
Monkswell  controverted  that  statement ; 
and  at  the  time  I  was  not  able  to  support 
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it  by  evidence,  but  I  now  admit  that  I 
made  far  too  wide  a  statement  on  that 
occasion*  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether 
Lor  J  MonksweU  did  not  even  go  a  little  too 
far  himself  in  saying  no  such  cases  had 
ever  arisen,  for  this  reason,  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  tell  what  cases  have 
and  have  not  arisen.  I  have  consulted  the 
examiners  on  the  subject,  and  all  the 
evidence  they  have  is  that  two-thirds  of 
the  local  authorities  through  which  the 
tramways  run  have  given  their  consent ; 
but  it  may  be  that,  although  two-thirds 
assent,  one  authority  may  be  invaded 
against  its  wiil.  Whether  that  is  so  or 
not,  I  am  extremely  anxious  that  no  state- 
ment of  mine  which  is  inaccurate  should 
remain  uncontradicted  by  myself.  I 
%vi8h  to  be  perfectly  frank  on  the  matter. 
I  believe  cases  have  arisen  in  which  com- 
panies have  invaded  the  tramway  areas 
of  local  authorities,  and,  after  all,  when 
a  kcal  authority  is  outside  its  district  I 
regard  it  very  much  in  the  same  position 
as  a  trading  company.  I  was  anxious  to 
put  myself  right  in  this  matter,  and  to 
state  that  I  did  make  a  far  wider  state- 
ment than  was  justified  by  the  evidence. 
At  the  same  time  I  wish  to  say  this,  that 
1  do  not  consider  that  any  principle  is 
involved  in  the  matter.  I  also  wish  to 
say  that  even  if  I  had  not  based  my 
arguments  on  that  point  it  would  not 
have  altered  the  opinion  at  which  1  had 
arrived  with  regard  to  the  particular  Bill 
wiiTch  was  then  under  discussion. 


LordTVVEEDMOUTH;  I  beg  to  ac- 
knowledge  on  behalf  of  my  noble,  friend 
Lord  MonksweU  and  myself,  the 
frankness  of  the  statement  which  has 
just  been  made  by  the  noble  Earl  the 
Chairman  of  Committees.  After  all,  it 
is  only  what  every  one  of  your  Lordships 
would  have  expected  from  him.  We  all 
look  to  the  noble  Earl  as  the  very  model 
of  fairness,  and  I  think  it  is  that  know- 
ledg0  that  commends  him  so  much  to 
your  Lordships.  But  with  regard  to 
what  he  said,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  im- 
portance that  he  acknowledges  that  he 
spoke  without  full  information  on  that 
point.  When  I  was  asked  to  bring 
forward  this  question  of  the  Beckenham 
tramway  I  was  imformed  that  there 
was  no  precedent  with  regard  to  the 
area  of  the  London  County  Council.    I 

The  Earl  of  Motley. 


at  once  told  the  solicitors  to  the  London 
County  Council,  that  that  was  all  very 
well,  but  that  I  should  like  to  know 
what  had  been  the  fact  in  other  cases  in 
other  parts  of  the  country ;  and  I  was 
then  assured  that,  after  full  inquiry, 
they  could  find  no  case  in  which  a  minor 
local  authority  had  invaded  the  territory 
of  a  major  local  authority  anywhere  in 
the  country,  except  with  the  consent, 
either  given  or  implied,  of  the  major 
local  authority.  At  any  rate,  the  only 
case  that  they  could  find,  about  which 
there  was  a  doubt,  was  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Sunderland,  and  there,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  some  arrangement  was 
arrived  at.  I  am  very  glad  my  noble 
friend  has  made  his  statement,  because  I 
think  it  very  much  strengthens  the 
claim  I  made,  that  at  any  rate  the 
decision  of  your  Lordships'  Committee, 
in  respect  to  the  Beckenham  tramway, 
should  not  be  taken  as  a  precedent  by 
future  Committees  of  this  or  the  other 
House  of  Parliament. 


IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
On  the  Order  of  the  day  for  the  House 
being  again  in  Committee  being  read — 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  said  before 
the  House  goes  into  Committee  on  this 
Bill,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  noble  Duke 
the  Leader  of  the  House  on  what  day  he 
intends  to  take  the  Report  stage. 

The  lord  PRESmENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
Of  course,  it  would  be  convenient  if  we 
could  take  the  Report  on  Monday,  but 
as  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Sugar 
Convention  Bill  is  fixed  for  that  day 
probably  there  will  scarcely  be  time  to 
take  the  Report  stage  of  this  Bill. 

The  xMakquess  of  RIPON  :  No. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  Then 
we  must  put  it  down  for  Tuesday. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON :  There  is 
certain  to  be  a  considerable  debate  on 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Sugar  Bill, 
and  I  am  sure  noble  J^ords  would  not 
think  of  taking  the  Report  stage  of  this 
Bill  after  that  debate. 
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Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  Do  we  under- 
stand that  we  are  to  take  all  the  stages 
of  the  Sugar  Bill  on  Monday  ? 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  Yes. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN:  When 
will  the  Third  Reading  of  the  Irish  Land 
Kll  be  taken  1 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I  do 
not  think  we  can  finally  decide  on  the  ^ 
date  for  the  future  stages   of   the  Bill  i 
until  we  see  what  is  done  to-night.     I 
trust  that  the   Committee  may  be  got  | 
through  to-night. 

House  again  in  Committee  (according 
to  order). 

Clause  39  agreed  to. 

Clauses  40  and  41  agreed  to. 

Clause  42. 

Verbal  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  42,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  43  agreed  to. 

Clause  44. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  said  the  object 
of  his  Amendment  was  to  facilitate  pur- 
chase in  the  case  of  large  farms,  where 
the  Estates  Commissioners  were  only 
empowered  to  advance  a  certain  propor- 
tion  of  the  value.  He  moved  as  a  i 
preliminary  a  verbal  Amendment  in 
order,  after  Sub-section  1,  which  provides  I 
"  that  every  advance  shall  be  repaid  by 
means  of  a  purchase  annuity  calculated 
at  the  rate  of  £3  5s.  for  every  £100  of  | 
the  advance,  and  so  on  in  proportion  for 
any  less  sum,"  to  add  "  but  any  advance 
which  shall  not  exceed  three-fourths  of 
the  price  paid  for  a  holding  shall  be 
repaid  by  means  of  |  a  purchase  annuity 
calculated  at  the  rate  of  £3  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  of  the  advance."  There  was 
a  precedent  for  this  in  Section  7  of  the 
Act  of  1891,  which  enacted  that  tenant 
purchasers  who  paid  not  less  than  one 
fourth  of  the  purchase  money  in  cash 
should  be  liable  to  a  purchase  annuity  of 
of  only  3|^  (instead  of  4)  per  cent.  This 
Amendment  was  in  the  interests  both 
of    the     landlords    and     the     tenants. 


There  were  a    considerable   number  of 

farms,     the     value     of      which     would 

be  outside   the  Umits  in  the  Bill,    but 

which    it     was    very    desirable  should 

be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  smaller 

•  farms.    It  would  be  hard  that  the  owners 

of  small  acreage  farms  should  be  able  to 

I  purchase,  and  that  the  owners  of  large 

I  farms  should  not.     It  might  be  said  that 

I  this  Amendment   appUed    more  to    the 

eastern    portion   of    Ireland  where   the 

I  farms  were    usually  large,  but   it  also 

I  applied    to  a  smaller   extent  over    the 

I  whole  of  the  country. 

Amendment  moved — 

*•  In  page  23,  line  29,  after  the  word  *  advance  * 
I  to  insert  the  words,  *  save  as  hereinafter  pro- 
I  vided.'  ''—{Lord  Clonbrock,) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  It  is 
no  doubt  extremely  desirable  that 
facilities  should  be  given  for  the  sale  of 
the  larger  as  well  as  the  smaller  holdings, 
and  with  that  object  a  provision  has 
been  made  in  the  Bill  for  the  extension 
of  the  amount  which  can  be  advanced 
on  the  sale  of  any  particular  holding, 
but  I  do  not  think  we  can  ask  the 
Treasury  to  go  further  than  they  have 
consented  to  do  in  this  direction.  I  was 
not  aware  of  the  precedent  which  the 
noble  Lord  quoted  as  already  existing  in 
the  Purchase  Acts,  but  I  know  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Treasury  immense 
inconvenience  would  result  from  having 
advances  under  this  Act  bearing  two 
different  rates  of  interest — one  the  rate 
of  3J  and  the  other  the  rate  of  3  per 
cent.  In  addition  to  the  inconvenience 
which  would  result  from  the  existence 
of  these  two  separate  rates  at  which  the 
annuities  would  be  charged,  there  is  this 
objection  in  principle,  that  the  annuity 
under  the  proposal  of  the  noble  Lord 
could  scarcely  be  considered  to  be  a 
terminable  one  at  all.  The  proposal  of 
the  noble  Lord  would  reduce  the  sinking 
fund  to  58.  per  cent.,  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  extending  the  period  of  re- 
payment to  over  a  hundred  years.  Noble 
Lords  must  remember  that  the  whole  of 
these  financial  matters  have  been  the  sub- 
ject of  arrangement  with  the  Treasury.  It 
has  been  throughout  the  course  of  these 
discussions  admitted  that  the  Treasury 
have  behaved  in  an  extremely  liberal 
spirit,  and  I  do  not  think  we  can  fairly 
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ask  the  Treasury  to  extend  the  provisions 
beyond  those  to  which  they  have  already 
agreed. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  the 
Amendment  was  merely  for  the  object 
of  bringing  within  the  purview  of 
this  Bill  what  was  actually  existing 
at  the  present  time.  The  Treasury 
would  not  be  inconvenienced  in  any  way 
by  the  fact  that  one-fourth  of  the  pur- 
chase money  was  advanced  by  the  tenant 
purchaser.  Under  the  other  proposals 
of  the  Bill  the  whole  amount  was 
advanced  by  the  Treasury.  He  thought 
it  would  be  one  of  the  most  valuable 
Amendments  in  many  ways.  Large 
numbers  of  men  who  had  money  would 
be  induced,  instead  of  asking  for  the 
whole  of  the  sum,  to  ask  for  three- 
fourths,  and  he  did  not  see  how  that 
would  inconvenience  the  Treasury  at  all. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  In- 
convenience  exists  in  the  circumstance 
that  the  annuities  will  be  charged  on 
different  advances  at  different  rates.    It 


was  said  by  Lord  Clonbrock  that  that 
principle  already  existed.  I  am  told 
that  it  does  exist  nominally  in  some 
previous  Acts,  but  it  has  never  been 
acted  upon,  and  it  would  be  practically 
introducing  for  the  first  time  an  annuity 
charge  at  a  different  rate  on  different 
advances.  The  subject  haa  been  fully 
examined  by  the  Treasury,  and  I  can 
hold  out  no  hope  whatever  that  further 
examination  will  lead  them  to  a  different 
conclusion. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  thought  the 
noble  Duke  had  been  misinformed  when 
he  stated  that  this  principle  had  not 
been  acted  upon.  It  had  been  acted 
upon  on  several  occasions  to  his  know- 
ledge. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  said  this  was 
such  an  important  matter  that  he  felt 
obliged  to  ask  the  House  to  divide  upon 
it. 

On  Question,  their  Lordships  divided  : 
Contents,  54 ;  Not-Contents,  56. 


AbercorD,  M.    (D.  Ahercom.) 

Abingdon,  E. 

Bandon,  E. 

Belmore,  E. 

Dartrey,  E. 

de  Montalt,  £• 

Drogheda,  £. 

Ro8»d,E. 

Westmeath,  E. 

Hutchinson,  V.  {E.  Donotigh- 

more.) 
Powersoourt,  V. 
Templetown,  V. 

Annaly,  L. 

Ardilaun,  L. 

Barrymore,  L. 

Boyle,  L.  {E,  Cork  and  Orrery.) 

BrotMck,  L.  [V.  Midleton). 


CONTENTS. 

Cfiurysfort,  L.  iE.  Cary^ort.) 

Castlemaine,  L. 

Castletown,  L. 

Clan  wil  liam,  L.  ( E  Clanunlliam 

Clements,  L.  [E.  Leitrim.) 

Clonbrock,  L.  [Teller.] 

Cloncurry,  L. 

Colchester,  L. 

Crofton,  L. 

De  Freyne,  L. 

Deraroore,  L. 

Digby,  L. 

Dunalley,  L. 

Donboyne,  L. 

Ellenborough,  L. 

Grey  de  Kuthyn,  L. 

Grinstead,  L.  {E.  EnnishMen.) 

Harlech,  L. 

Inchiquin,  L. 


Kenry,  L.  {E.  Dunraven  and 

Mount-Earl.) 
Langford,  L. 
Leconfield,  L. 
Macnaghten,  L. 
Massy,  L. 

Monck,  L.   (V.  Monek). 
Monteagle  of  Brandon,  L. 
Muskerry,  L.  *.......": 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  L.     ]  \ 

Ponsonby,  L.  (E.  Bessborough.) 

Rathdonnell,  L. 

Rathmore,  L. 

Robertson,  L 

Rossmore,  L. 

Sherborne,  L. 

Sudley,  L.  (E.  Arran.)[TellerJ 

Ventry,  L. 

WorUngham,  L.  {E.  Oos/ord.) 


Halsbury,  E.  (L.  Chancellor.) 
Devonshire,  D.  {L.  President. ) 

Norfolk,  D.    {E.  Marshal.) 
Marlborough,  D. 
Northumberland,  D. 
Wellmgton,  D. 
Lansdowne,  M. 
Ripon,  M. 

Clarendon,   E.    (L.   Chamber- 
lain.) 
Camperdown,  E. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire. 


NOT-CONTENTS. 

Camwath,  E. 

Crewe  E. 

Cromer,  E. 

Denbigh,  E. 

Doncaster,  E.   {D.  Buccleuhc 

and  Queensdetry). 
Durham,  E. 
Hardwicke,  E. 
Morley,  E. 
Onslow,  E. 
Selbome,  E. 
Stamford,  E. 
Vane,  E.   {M.  Londonderry,) 


Waldegrave,  E.    [Teller]. 

Churchill,  V.     [TeUer.] 
Gordon,  V.     {E.  Aberdeen.) 

Ashbourne,  L. 

Balfour,  L. 

Belhaven  and  Stenton,  L. 

Belper,  L. 

Botreaux,  L.     {E.  Loudoun."^ 

Burghclere,  L. 

Cheylesmore,  L. 

Davey,  L. 
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LamingtoxL  L. 

Lawrence,  L. 

Ludlow,  L. 

Meldrom,  L.     (Jf.  Huntly.) 

Methaen,  L. 

Montagu  of  Baaulieu,  L. 

Kibbl^dale,  L. 

Rothschild,  L. 


Land  BiU. 


274 


Bawnay,  L.    (F.  Doume,) 

Etnly,  L 

£rslane,  L. 

Eitoonit^  L. 

Penuana^  L.    {E,  Erne.) 

Fore8ter,Xi. 

James,  L. 

Kintore,  L.     {E.  Kintore.) 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clauae  44,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Glauses  45  and  46  agreed^to. 

Clause  47. 

*ThbEarl  of  WESTMEATH  said  his 
Amendment  was  aimed  at  making  it 
compulsory  on  the  Land  Commission  to 
pay  the  percentage  in  aid  of  sale  in  the 
nresoribed  manner.  At  present  it  was 
left  to  their  discretion,  and  it  would  be 
unfair  if  a  landlord  were  induced  to  sell 
his  estate,  relying  on  a  percentage  being 
paid,  and  was  then  disappointed  of  his 
hopes.  He  did  not  know  whether  there 
was  any  subtle  meaning  in  the 
word  **  may."  It  was  quite  possible 
that  the  Treasury  had  repented  of 
the  bargain  of  £12,000,000  which 
they  had  proposed  to  give,  and  were 
trying  by  something  like  a  dodge  to  get 
fiome  of  it  back. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  24,  line  28,  to  leave  ont  the  word 
*may'  and  to  insert  the  word  'shall.'"— (2%€ 
Earl  of  Westmeath.) 

The  Duke  of  DEVO^I  SHIRE: 
I  think  the  noble  Earl  has  moved  this 
Amendment  under  some  misapprehension. 
The  word  "  may,"  as  I  am  advised,  must 
he  construed  as  "shall"  in  all  cases 
which  properly  come  within  the  section. 
If  the  word  "shall"  was  substituted,  it 
woidd  be  imperative  on  the  Land  Com- 
mission to  pay  the  bonus  to  every  owner, 
though  he  might  have  been  guilty  of 
fraudulent  conduct,  or  might  have  ob- 
«tructed  the  sale,orotherwise  demonstrated 
that  the  bonus,  in  equity,  should  not  be 
paid  to  him. 

♦The  Earl  of  WESTMEATH  said 
that  the  explanation  of  the  noble  Duke 
had  removed  his  apprehension  on  this 
point,  and  he  begged  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 


Sandhurst,  L. 
Saye  and  Sele,  L. 
Silche8ter,L.    (E,  Longford,) 
Stanmore,  L. 
Tweedmouth,  L. 
Windsor,  L. 
Wolverton,  L. 


The    Earl    of    DUNEAVEN    said 
that  this  clause,  which  dealt  with   the 
allocation  of    the    Land    Purchase    Aid 
Fund,  provided  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  the  sale  of  estates,  the  Land  Com- 
mission   may,    out  of  advances  by  the 
National  Debt  Commissioners  from  the 
Land  Purchase  Aid  Fund,   pay  to  the 
vendor  of  each  estate  sold  a  sum  calculated 
at  12  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the 
purchase-money  advanced  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts.     He  moved  to  leave  out 
the  word   "advances"  and  insert  "the 
total  of  the  fund  of  £12,000,000  appro- 
priated for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  advanced."     The  object  of  his  Amend- 
ment was  to  make  sure  that  the  total 
amount  of  the  bonus,  and  not  only  a 
portion  of  it,   should  be  received.     He 
had  spoken  on  this  subject  in  the  Second 
Reading  debate,   and  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  go  into  the  matter  again  at 
any  length.     As  their  Lordships  knew,  a 
definite  sum  of  £12,000,000  was  appro- 
priated for  a  definite  purpose,  as  a  grant 
in  aid  of  sales.     As  was  explained  during 
the  Second  Reading,  that  £12,000,000  was 
to  be  looked  upon  as  an  absolute  grant  to 
the  landlords  to  enable  them  to  sell.     The 
first  essential  attribute  of  a  grant  was 
that  it  should  be  received  by  the  persons 
to  whom  it  was  granted.     If  this  grant- 
in-aid  was  distributed  as  proposed  in  the 
Bill,  at  the  rate  of  12  percent.,  it    was 
obviously    impossible     that    the    whole 
amount  could  be  required.     Twelve  per 
cent,  was  placed   in     the  other  House, 
obviously  under  the  impression  that  they 
would  have  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of 
£100,000,000,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that 
a  considerable  number  of  estates  were  in 
the  Land  Judge's  Court,  and  received  no 
bonus  at  sJl,  the  sum  to  be  satisfied  would 
be   much  less  than    £100,000,000,    and 
therefore  if  a  grant  in  aid  of  £12,000,000 
was  distribute  at  the  rate  of   12   per 
cent,   there  must  remain  a  considerable 
surplus  over,  which  would  go  back  into 
the  hands  of  the  Treasury.     It  must  go 
back    into    the   hands  of  the  Treasury, 
because  it  would  be  obviously  impossible 
to  increase  the  rate  of  distribution  in 
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future.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal 
about  the  generosity  of  the  Treasury. 
He  admitted  that  the  Treasury  had  acted 
very  generously,  and  had  been  very  wise 
in  doing  so.  But  was  the  generosity  to 
be  real  generosity,  or  to  a  certain  extent 
sham  generosity  1  Was  the  bonus  to  be 
a  real  bbnus,  or  to  a  certain  extent  a 
sham   bonus) 

They  were  told  that  the  landlords 
had  been  very  favourably  treated  by 
having  this  grant  in  aid  of  £12,000,000 
given  to  them.  Well,  let  them  have 
the  £12,000,000  and  not  onlv  a  por- 
tion of  it.  When  His  Majesty^  Govern- 
ment said  that  they  were  handing 
over  £12,000,000  he  could  not  believe 
that  they  contemplated  only  in  reality 
handing  over  £8,000,000  or  £10,000,000. 
If  that  were  the  case,  it  would  not  be,  to 
use  a  colloquial  expression,  '^playing  the 
game.''  If  the  Amendment  was  accept^, 
not  only  would  it  do  absolute  justice  to 
the  grantees,  the  owners  of  land  in  Ireland, 
but  it  would  have  a  conciliatory  effect  on 
the  Bill.  It  would  immensely  ease  the 
wheels  of  the  machinery  and  enable  it 
work  smoothly.  Landlords,  unfortunately, 
had  scarcely  any  representation  what- 
ever in  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 
It  was  quite  impossible  for  them  to 
express  their  views  there  on  the  matter, 
but  he  sincerely  hoped  that  in  their 
Lordships'  House,  where  the  landlords  of 
Ireland  were  ably  represented,  they 
would  make  their  opinions  heard.  The 
Amendment  did  not  affect  the  finance 
of  the  Bill  in  the  smallest  degree ;  it  did 
not  affect  the  general  policy  of  the  Bill ; 
neither  did  it  affect  detrimentally  any  of 
its  aims  or  objects.  All  it  did  was  to 
make  effective  a  provision  in  the  Bill 
which,  if  his  Amendment,  or  something 
similar  to  it,  was  not  accepted,  would  not 
be  effective,  but  would  be  to  a  large 
extent  inoperative.  As  the  Bill  stood 
wners  of  land  could  not  by  any  possi- 
bility cet  the  £12,000,000  grant  in 
aid,  and  to  that  extent  not  only  would 
injustice  be  done  to  them,  but  the  objects 
of  the  grant-in-aid  would  be  defeated. 

Amendment  moved — 

*<  In  page  24,  line  29,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  advances,'  and  to  insert  the  words  *  the  total 
of  the  fnnd  of  £12,000,000  appropriated  for 
the  purposes  of  this  Act,  or  so  mncn  thereof  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  advanced.' " — 
{The  Earl  of  Dunraven.) 

The  Earl  of  Dunraven, 


The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (The  Earl 
of  Halsbury)  said  he  had  more  than 
once  had  to  make  the  observation  that  it- 
was  not  the  duty  of  their  Lordships  ta 
insist  upon  the  privileges  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  That  was  a  matter  entirely 
for  the  other  House;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  not  a^ 
very  dignified  proceeding  to  make  altera- 
tions in  this  House  in  respect  of  moneys 
or  the  destination  of  money  which  th& 
other  House  had  provided,  and  with, 
which  they  had  always  refused  to  allow 
the  House  of  Lords  to  interfere.  An  old 
rule,  passed  some  centuries  ago,  was  to 
the  effect  that — 

''It  is  the  sole  right  of  the  Ck>mmonB  to> 
direct,  limit,  and  appoint  in  such  Bills  the 
ends,  pnrposes,  considerations,  conditions^ 
limitations  and  Qualifications  of  such  eranta 
which  ,mast  not  t>e  changed  or  altered  by  the 
House  of  Lords." 

It  seemed  to  him  that  the  Amendment 
now  before  the  House,  and  other  Amend- 
ments on  the  Paper,  offended  in  the  most 
direct  manner  against  the  privileges  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  he  contended 
that  it  was  undesirable  to  pass,  after 
solemn  deliberation,  an  Amendment  which 
they  knew  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  House 
of  Commons  would  refuse,  and  had  a  right 
to  refuse,  to  accept. 

♦The  Marquess  of  RIPON  entirely 
agreed  with  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  and  learned  EarL  Surely  it  would 
be  unwise,  in  regard  to  a  Bill  which, 
everyone  was  anxious  should  pass,  to 
introduce  a  clause  which  would  not  only* 
be  rejected  in  the  other  House,  but  be  re- 
garded with  disfavour,  and  would  not 
ease  the  passage  of  the  other  Amend- 
ments adopted  by  their  Lordships. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said  that 
while,  of  course,  he  would  not  for  a 
moment  pit  himself  against  the  noble 
and  learned  Earl  on  a  matter  of  privilege, 
he  must  point  out  that  it  was  absolutely- 
impossible  that  the  Amendment  could 
affect  the  amount  of  the  grant-in  aid» 
or  the  source  from  which  it  was  derived. 
It  did  nothing  more  than  express  the 
opinion  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  a  pure 
matter  of  administrative  detail.  All  he 
wanted  the  House  to  do  was  to  say  that 
if  the  grant-in-aid  was  distributed  in 
the  manner  suggested,  it  would  not  carrj 
out  its  objects.  Surely  their  Iiordships' 
House  was  not  precluded  from  expressing 
an  opinion  of  that  sort. 
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The  LOED  CHANCELLOR  said  that 
the  noble  Lord  had  put  himself  out  of 
Court  by  his  own  expression.  According 
to  the  noble  Lord's  statement  the 
XI  2,000,000  could  not,  as  the  Bill  stood, 
be  distributed  in  the  way  he  wished 
it  to  be  distributed;  and  by  his 
Amendment,  according  to  his  own 
statement  he  would  effect  such  an  altera- 
tion as  would  enable  it  to  be  distributed 


in  a  manner  in  which  it  could  not  be 
distributed  now.  Therefore,  the  Amend 
ment  offended  in  the  most  direct  manne 
against  the  rule  of  privilege. 


On  Question,  That  the  word  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand   part  of  the   cWse 
their  Lordships  divided : — Contents,  68 
Not  Contents,  51. 
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Lord  MACNAGHTEN  moved  a  series 
of  Amendments  with  the  object  of  pro- 
Tiding  that  in  the  case  of  a  settled  estate 
the  bonus  should  not  wo  to  the  vendor, 
but  should,  subject  to  Wie  payment  there- 
out of  such  costs^  charges,  and  expenses 
as  the  Land  Commission  should  allow,  be 


added  to  and  form  part  of  the  purchase 
money. 

The  Amendments  involved  a  grave  and 
important  principle.  Me  was  quite  con- 
vinced that  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  excellent  and  admirable,  but 
he    thought    they    had  not  sufficiently 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


279 


Iiish 


(LORDS) 


Land  Bill. 


280 


considered  where  those  intentions  might 
lead  them.  Indeed,  he  should  almost  say 
that  the  authors  of  this  provision  hardly 
understood  its  effect.  The  Amendments 
did  not  affect  the  position  of  those  who 
were  absolute  owners  at  all.  He  put 
them  out  of  the  way.  The  Amendments 
only  dealt  with  limited  owners,  where  an 
estate  was  settled  and  a  limited  owner  had 
certain  powers  which  properly  belonged 
to  a  full  owner — powers  of  sale,  but  not 
powers  of  receiving  the  money ;  and  the 
object  of  the  Amendments  was  to  make 
sure  that  when  the  estate  was  sold  the 
purchase  money — tor  this  was  part  and 
parcel  of  the  consideration  for  which  the 
owner  of  the  estate  parted  with  it— should 
be  secured  to  all  the  persons  who  werp 
efititled  under  the  settlement.  The  clause 
as  he  proposed  to  amend  it  would  read — 

*'For  the  purposes  of  aiding  the  sale  of 
estates  under  this  Act,  the  Land  Commission 
may,  in  the  prescribed  manner  and  at  the  pre- 
scribed time,  out  of  advances  by  the  National 
Debt  Gommipsioners  from  the  said  Fund,  in  the 
ease  of  each  estate  soIH  contribute  a  sum  cal- 
culated at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  the  purchase  money  advanced  under  the 
Land  Furchase  Act^,  and  such  contribution 
•hall,  subject  to  the  payment  thereout  of  such 
costs,  changes,  and  expenses  as  the  Land  Com- 
mission shall  allow,  be  added  to  and  form  part 
of  the  purchase  money." 

There  were  two  questions,  and  two  ques- 
tions only,  to  which  he  need  direct  their 
attention.  The  first  was,  the  position  of 
the  persons  to  whom  the  offer  of  the  bonus 
was  made ;  and,  secondly,  the  object  of 
the  offer.  With  regard  to  the  position  of 
the  parties  to  whom  the  offer  was  made, 
he  could  not  do  better  than  quote  to  their 
Lordships  a  statement  that  was  to  be 
found  in  the  Settled  Land  Act  of  1882, 
under  which  these  purchases  and  sales 
were  made.  The  clause,  he  believed,  was 
settled  by  the  great  statesman  and  lawyer 
who  prepared  that  Act,  Lord  Cairns,  and 
certainly  nothing  could  be  clearer  than 
what  it  said.  It  is  there  stated  that  a 
tenant  for  life  should,  in  exercising  any 
power  under  this  Act,  have  regard  to  the 
interests  of  all  parties  entitled  under  the 
settlement,  and  should,  in  relation  to  the 
exercise  thereof  by  him,  be'  deemed  to  be 
in  the  position,  with  the  duties  and 
liabilities,  of  trustee  for  those  parties. 
The  tenant  for  life  selling  under  this  Bill 
was  therefore  as  much  a  trustee  as  if  he 
had  been  regularly  appointed  by  the  most 
solemn  instrument,  sealed  and  signed. 
Then  what  was  the  order  made  for  t  It  was 

Lord  Macnaghieiu 


made  to  facilitate  sales ;  it  was  made  in 
order  to  induce  the  tenant  for  life  to  be  leas 
careful  and  less  vigilant  in  protecting  the 
interests  of  those  in  remainder  than  he 
would  otherwise  be.  It  was  made  to  him 
in  order  that  he  might  be  content  to 
accept  a  price  which,  but  for  the  offer  of 
this  bonus,  he  would  not  have  accepted. 
Was  that  right?  He  thought  that  it  was 
very  wrong  of  their  Lordships'  House  to 
put  any  man  -vrho  was  really  a  trustee  in 
a  position  in  which  his  interests  might 
conflict  with  his  duty.  If  the  provision 
stood  as  Ut  was  in  the  Bill,  his  own  in- 
terests would  conflict  with  his  duty,  and 
in  many  cases  he  would  have  regard  for 
his  own  interests  rather  than  his  dutv. 
He  could  not  think  it  right  that  the 
House  should  pass  a  measure  with  such 
a  clause  as  that.  The  noble  Duke  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  seemed  to  think  that  as 
the  measure  stood,  the  bonus  would  neces- 
sarily be  devoted  to  the  payment  of  the 
costs  and  expenses  of  the  transaction. 
That  was  a  complete  mistake.  Except  by 
the  favour,  and  grace,  and  goodwill  of  the 
tenant  .for  life,  who  received  the  bonus, 
not  one  single  penny  of  it  would  go 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  sale.  It  was 
already  provided  under  the  Settled  Land 
Act  that  one  of  the  purposes  to  which 
capital  'money  provided  under  the  Act 
might  be  devoted  was  to  costs  and 
expenses  incidental  to  the  sale.  Therefore 
the  costs  would  unquestionably  come  out 
of  the  residuum  of  the  purchase  money, 
and  the  bonus  would  be  free  from  this 
charge.  There  was  a  sub-clause  in  Clause 
47,  which  somewhat  counteracted  the  evil 
effect  of  the  offer,  and  which  enacted 
that— 

"  Provided  that  where  an  estate  is  so  incum- 
bered that  the  vendor  is  not  entitled  to  receive 
for  his  own  use,  any  part  of  the  rents  or  profits 
tliereof,  the  percentage  shall  be  added  to  the 
purchase  money,  and  shall  not  be  paid  to  the 
vendor." 

A  more  illusory  provision  he  never  saw  in 
any  Act  of  Parliament.  Was  it  possible 
that  such  a  case  could  occur  1  Take  the 
case  of  a  tenant  for  life  who  had  mort- 
gaged up  to  the  hilt.  He  still  had  power  to 
sell,  however  much  he  was  incumbered. 
Would  not  the  mortgagees  in  such  a  case 
go  to  him  and  say  :  "  If  you  sell  in  the 
condition  you  are,  this  bonus  will  go  into 
settlement,  and  neither  you  nor  we  will 
receive  a  penny  of  it ;  but  we  will,  out  of 
the  rents,  either  reduce  the  interest  or 
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^ive  you  £10  or  £20  a  year  till  the  sale  is 
^effected,  when  we  will  divide  the  spoil." 
He  begged  to  more  his  Amendment 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  page  24,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words 
^pay  to  the  vendor/  and  insert  the  words, 
*•  iQ  the  case.'  " — (Lord  Macnaghten,) 

The  Kajrl  of  DUNRAVEN  said  he 
lioped  their  Lordships  would  not  accept 
4)he  Amendment.  Since  the  Bill  was  in- 
troduced in  the  other  House  it  had  been 
discussed  and  considered  always  on  the 
supposition  that  the  bonus  was  to  be  the 
personal  property  of  the  seUinc  kmdlord ; 
4Uid  it  was  not  fair  to  the  great  oulk  of  the 
iandlords  of  Ireland  who  had  been  con- 
sidering this  measure  from  that  point  of 
^iew,  at  this  stage  to  turn  round  and  sAteT 
completely  the  whole  of  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  as  they  would  affect  the  landlord. 
The  class  of  landlords  they  ought  to  have 
most  in  mind  were  the  poorer  landlords, 
who  constituted  the  great  majority.  It 
was  unnecessary  for  him  to  point  out  the 
«:iormous  benefit  that  a  small  sum  of 
ready  money  would  be  to  those  men.  It 
was  the  one  thing  in  all  probability  that 
would  not  only  induce  them  to  sell,  but 
enable  them  to  sell — the  one  thing  that 
would  enable  them  to  adapt  themselves  to 
their  new  circumstances  and  environment. 
They  would  be  able,  perhaps,  to  stock 
their  demesnes  out  of  uie  money, 
to  invest  a  little  of  it  in  safe 
■securities ;  or  they  might  start  a  younger 
son  in  life,  and  do  a  thousand  things  to 
improve  their  material  position.  The 
Amendment  was  nothing  short  of  a 
wrecking  Amendment,  and  if  their 
Ix>rdships  passed  it  they  would  preclude 
the  possibility  of  the  Bill  working  in  the 
ivay  they  all  desired  that  it  should  work. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  associated  him- 
self with  the  observations  of  Lord  Dun- 
raven.  The  Bill  was  brought  in  with 
the  object  of  assisting  the  poorer  land- 
lords who  were  absolutely  unable  to  sell, 
because  there  would  be  nothing  left  to 
them.  He  knew  many  poor  men  who 
were  counting  on  this  bonus  to  enable 
them  to  emain  in  the  country.  They 
hoped  that  the  demesnes  would  pass  to 
them  when  the  estates  were  sold,  and 
they  trusted  that  this  bonus  would  assist 
them  in  keeping  their  families  within 
their  own  demesnes.     He  could  imagine 


no  Amendment  more  dangerous  than 
this  one.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  brought  it  forward  from  the  legal 
point  of  view ;  he  was  convinced  he  had 
not  thought  out  the  social,  and,  possibly, 
the  human  aspect  of  it.  The  Amend- 
ment would  be  a  great  hardship  to  the 
!)oorer  landlords  who  were  looking 
orward  to  the  bonus  as  their  only 
solatium  and  their  only  hope,  and  he 
trusted  that  it  would  not  be  received 
with  any  favour  by  the  House. 

♦Thb  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne)  desired,  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  to  express  concurrence  in 
what  had  fallen  from  the  two  noble 
Lords  who  last  addressed  the  House. 
The  Government  must  resist  the  Amend- 
ment in  any  case.  They  objected  to  it 
I  on  the  ground  on  which  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
already  asked  their  Lordships  to  reject 
another  Amendment — namely,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  an  encroachment 
upon  the  privileges  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  Resolution  which  the 
noble  and  learned  Earl  the  Lord 
Chancellor  had  read  to  their  Lordships 
was  to  the  effect  that — 

"It  is  the  sole  right  of  the  Commons  to 
direct,  limit,  and  appoint  in  such  Bills  the 
ends,  purposes,  considerations,  conditions, 
limitations  and  qoalifioations  of  such  grants." 

It  seemed  to  him  obvious  that  the 
Amendment  was  distinctly  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a  qualification  and  modification 
of  the  grant  which  could  be  made  under 
this  section.  But  he  did  not  wish  to 
rest  his  case  upon  the  technical  ground, 
for  it  was,  of  course,  perfectly  open  to 
their  Lordships  to  make  an  Amendment 
of  this  kind  just  as  it  was  open  to  the 
House  of  Commons  to  refuse  to  agree  to 
it  As  to  the  bonus,  he  was  quite 
ready,  with  great  submission,  to  take 
his  law  from  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  who  had  moved  the  Amendment, 
and  to  admit  the  force  of  his  contention 
that  in  an  ordinary  case,  where  the 
owner  of  a  settled  estate  received 
any  money  as  part  of  the  consideration 
for  parting  with  the  estate,  that  money 
ought  primd  facie  to  go  to  the  estate  and 
not  into  the  owner's  pocket.  But  this 
Bill  was  not  an  ordinary  Bill,  nor  was 
the  case  with  which  the  clause  dealt  an 
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ordinary  case.  The  object  of  the  clauBe 
was  to  extricate  Irish  landlords  and 
tenants  from  the  almost  intolerable 
position  in  which  they  had  been  placed 
by  the  legislation  of  Parliament.  They 
were  so  closely  tied  up  that  unless  some- 
one intervened  to  cut  the  knot  their 
position  must  be  regarded  as  inextri- 
cable and  hopeless.  The  intervention 
which  took  place  under  the  Bill  was  of  a 
financial  character.  The  British  tax- 
payer was  willing  to  come  to  the  rescue, 
and  did  so  at  one  point  by  offering  an 
inducement  to  the  tenant  to  buy,  and 
at  another  by  offering  an  inducement 
to  the  landlord  to  sell;  the  framers  of 
the  Bill  were  convinced  that  in  many 
cases  the  landlords  would  not  sell  unless 
they  were  offered  some  personal  induce- 
ment of  the  kind  provided  in  this  clause, 
over  and  above  the  purchase  money 
within  the  zones.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  had  suggested  to  their  Lordships 
that  this  arrangement  involved  a  fraud 
on  the  remainoer-men. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  he  did  not 
use  the  word  **  fraud "  nor  any  word 
synonymous  to  it 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
did  not  think  he  would  be  wrong  when 
he  stated  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  contended  that  the  arrangement 
was  grossly  unfair  to  the  remainder-man. 

I^RD  MACNAGHTEN:  That  is  so. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
said  he  was  quite  willing  to  accept  that. 
But  where  did  the  unfairness  to  the  re- 
mainder-men come  in )  If  the  estate 
were  sold  within  the  zones,  it  could  be 
sold  at  a  price  which  might  be  described 
as  a  reasonable  price,  and  which  would 
be  considerably  in  excess  of  the  price  at 
which  Irish  land  had  constantlv  been 
selling  of  late.  In  that  case  he  did  not 
believe  the  remainder-man  was  pre- 
judiced. He  believed,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  transaction  would  be  found 
greatly  to  his  advantage.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  sale  took  place  outside 
the  limits  of  the  zones,  then, 
as  their  Lordships  knew,  it  was 
expressly  laid  down  in  the  Bill  that 
the  Land  Commissioners  were  to  satisfy 
themselves    that    the    interest    of    the 

Hie  Marquess  of  Lansdovme. 


remainder-man  did  not  suffer.  Therefore^ 
they  were  justified  in  contending  that 
this  bonus  should  not  be  regarded  as  part 
and  parcel  of  the  purchase  money,  but 
as  something  altogether  apart  from  and 
outside  the  purchase  money,  properly  so 
speaking,  provided  under  the  BUI ;  and 
it  was  their  belief  that  unless  the  bonus 
were  given  to  the  vendor  in  such  a  way 
that  he  would  be  free  to  dispose  of  it,  it 
would  not  induce  him  to  part  with  his 
estate.  As  Lord  Dunraven  had  pointed 
out,  in  many  cases  it  was  of  vital  im- 
portance that  the  landlord  who  sold 
under  the  Bill  should  be  placed  in 
possession  of  a  sum  of  money  such  as  the 
bonus  represented.  He  required  it  for  a 
number  of  purposes.  It  was  quite  true 
that  the  Bill  contained  proviaons 
for  covering  what  might,  strictly 
speaking,  be  called  the  costs  of  the 
sale ;  but  in  all  these  cases  the  vendor 
obviously  would  have  to  face  a  number 
of  other  out-of-pocket  expenses.  He 
might  have  an  overdraft  at  his  bankers^ 
or  he  might  have  to  spend  money  in 
winding  up  the  affairs  of  the  estate  with 
which  he  was  going  to  part.  During  the 
interval  which  passed  before  the  sale  was 
actually  completed  he  might  have  to  pay 
interest  on  mortgages  though  he  hwi 
ceased  to  receive  rents  from  his 
tenants ;  or,  again,  he  might  desire  to  do 
something  to  provide  for  the  employees 
on  the  estate  from  which  he  was  about  to 
be  separated.  For  all  these  purposes  a 
certain  sum  would  be  requiiw  oy  the 
landlord,  and  it  did  seem  to  him,  as  a 
matter  of  practical  expediency,  that  their 
Lordships  would  be  ill-advised  to  reject 
the  proposal  contained  in  the  clause.  The 
Government  believed  that  it  was  essential 
that  the  bonus  should  not  be  merged  in 
the  estate  of  the  vendor,  but  should  go  to 
the  person  in  possession — namely,  to  the 
person  who  could  sell  if  he  chose,  but  who, 
if  the  inducements  offered  were  not 
sufficient,  was  in  a  position  to  put  a  stop 
altogether  to  the  whole  proceedings. 

Lord  ROBERTSON  said  that  the 
noble  Marquess  had  made  it  perfectly 
plain  that  tnis  money  was  to  be  given  by 
the  State  to  induce  persons  to  sell  who 
would  not  otherwise  be  inclined  to  sell ; 
and  when  the  person  so  induced  was  a 
trustee,  it  was  evident  that  the  transaction 
acquired  a  somewhat  sinister  character. 
The  State  was  coming  forward  and  asking 
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a  trustee  to  exercise  the  power  to  sell 

with  which  they  had  invested  him,  not  in 

order  that  he  should  do  justice  to  those 

for  whom  he  was  trustee,  but  in  order 

that  he  might  reflect  on  the  admirable 

little  essay  which  the  noble  Marquess  had 

given  on  the  uses  of  money  in  various 

emergencies  of    life.      This  was  not  a 

question  of  law  at  all,  it  was  one  of  good 

sense   and  morals.      The    landlord  was 

given  a  power  to  sell  which  he  would  not 

otherwise  have,   and  he  was  bound  to 

exercise  it  on  behalf  of  all  concerned. 

Let  them  suppose  that  the  price  offered 

him  was  one  which  he  woula  not  accept 

were  it  not  for  this  inducement  or  do^iceur. 

Let  them  suppose  thai  the  true  value  of 

the  estate  was  £50,000  and  he  was  offered 

£40,000.      He  would  on  reflection   see 

that  if  he  stood  out  for  £50,000  he  would 

have  only  a  life  interest  in  it-,  but  if  he 

took  the  smaller  figure  he  would  get  solid 

cash.     His  objection  to  this  proceeding 

was  that  it  was  a  bribe.     That  was  the 

plain  English  of  it.     The  State  had  come 

to  the  conclusion  that  some  landlords  in 

Ireland  would  sell  their  property  and 

defeat  the  rights  of  their  remainder-men 

if  this  sum  was  placed  at  their  disposal. 

He  protested  against  that  as  being  a  gross 


injustice  to  the  remainder-men.  He 
thought  also  it  was  a  gross  injustice  to 
the  landlord  class,  because  the  same 
consideration  which  would  lead  a  tenant 
for  life  to  betray  the  remainder-man 
would  also  lead  him  to  lower  the  market 
for  his  neighbours  and  produce  the  im- 
pression that  land  in  Ireland  was  less 
valuable  than  it  really  was.  The  result 
would  be  that  his  neighbour,  who,  he 
hoped,  was  an  honest  man,  would  find 
there  was  no  market  for  him  at  the  true 
value.  He  declined  to  use  his  vote  in 
that  House  in  order  to  pass  a  measure 
which  could  not  stand  on  an  honest  foot- 
ing. The  speech  of  the  Foreign  Secre- 
tary, one  of  the  most  distinguished  and 
honoured  members  of  the  Administration, 
was  a  frank  avowal  of  the  true  nature  of 
these  proceedings.  He  could  not  bring 
himseft  to  think  it  could  be  sound  politics 
to  foist  a  measure  on  the  landlords  of 
Ireland  which  could  only  go  through  by 
this  medium,  and  he  declined  to  soil  his 
fingers  with  any  such  transaction. 

On  Question,  that  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause^ 
their  Lordships  divided  : — Contents,  96 ; 
Not-Contents,  28. 


Halsbar^,  E.(Z».  Chancellor,) 
Devonshire,  D.  (L.  President,) 
Norfolk,  D.     {E,  Marshal,) 
Marlborough,  D. 
Northmnberland,  D. 
Portland,  D. 
Wellington,  D. 


Aberoorn,  M. 
Ailesbory,  M. 
liansdowne,  M. 
Ripon,  M. 


(Z>.  Abercom,) 


Clarendon,  £.  (L.  Chamberlain 

Abingdon,  E. 

Bandon  £. 

Belmore,  £• 

Crewe,  E. 

Cromer,  £. 

Denbigh,  K 

Doncaster,  E.     {D.  Buccletich 

and  Queensberry,) 
Dro^heda,  E. 
Dornam,  E. 
Grey,  E. 
Hardwicke,  E. 
Howe,  £. 
Lvtton,  E. 
llorley,  E. 
Onfilow,  £. 
Belbome,  E. 
Stamford,  E 

Vane,  £.    {M,  Londonderry.) 
WaldeKrave,E    [Teller,] 


CONTENTS. 

Churchill,  V.    [Teller,] 
Gordon,  V.     {E.  Aberdeen,) 
Powerscourt,  V. 
Templetown,  V. 

Addington,  L. 

Annaly,  L. 

Ardilaun,  L. 

Ashbourne,  L. 

Balfour,  L. 

Belhaven  and  Stenton,  L. 

Helper,  L. 

Botreaux,  L.     {E,  Loudoun.) 

Boyle,  L.  {E,  Cork  and  Orrery) 

Burghclere,  L. 

Carysfort,  L.     (E,  Carys/ort) 

Castlemaine,  L. 

Castletown,  L. 

Chaworth,  L.    {E,  Meath,) 

Cheylesmore,  L. 

Cloncurry,  L. 

Crofton,  L. 

Dawnay,  L.    (V.  Downe,) 

De  Freyne,  L. 

De  L'Isle,  and  Dudley,  L. 

Deramore,  L. 

Dnnally,  L. 

EUenborough,  L. 

Eml^r,  L. 

Erslane,  L. 

£stcourt,  L. 

Fingall,  L.     {E,  Fingall,) 

Forester,  L. 

Giinstead,L.  [E, Enniskillen,) 


Harlech,  L. 

Kenry,  L     {E,  Dunraven  and 

Mount-Earl, ) 
Kenyon,  L. 

Kintore,  L.    {E,  Kintore,) 
Lamington,  L. 
Langford,  L. 
Lawrence,  L. 
Leconfield,  L. 
Ludlow,  L. 
Massy,  L. 
Methuen,  L. 
Monck,L.     {V,  Monck.) 
Monk  Bretton,  L. 
Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  L. 
Mount  Stephen,  L. 
Muncaster,  L. 
O'Neill,  L. 
Kathdonnell,  L. 
Rathmore,  L. 
Rosmead,  L. 
Rossmore,  L. 
Rothschild,  L. 
Sandhurst,  L. 
Saye  and  Sele,  L. 
Stanmore,  L. 
Suffield,  L. 
Tweedmouth,  L. 
Ventry,  L. 
Wentworth,  L. 
Windsor,  L. 
Wolverton,  L. 
Worlingham,  L.  {E,  Gosford,} 
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Camperdown,  E. 
Carnwarth,  E. 
Cawdor,  E. 
Be  laWarr,  E. 
do  Mont&ltt  £• 
Powis,  E. 
Rosse,  £. 
Westmeath,  K 


Irish 


Hatcbinson,  V.  {E.  DonougJv- 
more,) 


{LORDS} 

NOT-CONTENTS. 

Barrjraoie,  L. 

Glanwilliam.L.  {E.  danioUliam 

Clonbrook,  L. 

Colchester,  L. 

Davey,  L. 

Digby,  L. 

Dunboyne,  L. 

Fermanagh,  L.  (E.  Erne, 

Inchiqnin,  L. 

James,  L. 

Macnaghten,  L.    [Teller.] 
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Maskerry,  L. 

Newton,  L. 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  L. 

Pon8onby,L.(j&.  Bessborough.) 

RibblescUJe,  L. 

Robertson,  L. 

Silchester,  L.  {E,  Longford.) 

Sndley,  L.  {E,  Arran.) [Teller] 


The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  stated 
that  the  words  in  line  30  **  pay  to  the 
vendor*'  were  not  sufficiently  explicit  in 
the  ease  of  an  estate  sold  by  the  Land 
Judge.  He  therefore  moved  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  his  name. 


Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  24,  line  36,  after  the  word 
*  thereof*  to  insert  the  words  *  or  where  the 
percentage  is  payable  in  respect  of  an  estate 
sold  by  the  Land  Judge.'  ^*—(The  Duke  oj 
Devonshire.) 


On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Lord  DUNBOYNE  moved  an  Amend- 
ment dealing  with  the  4th  sub-section. 
This  sub-section  provided  for  the  sale  of 
an  estate  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner  as  to  price  or  of  an  estate  sold  by 
a  mortgagee  in  possession.  He  said  that 
the  sub-section  would  work  very  serious 
injury  to  many  estates.  When  estates 
were  brought  into  the  Court  of  Chancery 
for  purposes  of  administration  they  were 
usually  dealt  with  by  an  order  of 
reference  to  the  Land  Judge,  who  was 
also  a  Receiver  Judge.  This  order 
requested  him  to  appoint  a  Receiver 
Sunder  his  special  Receiver  Judge  juris- 
diction), and  thenceforth  the  manage- 
ment of  the  estate  and  the  collection  of 
rents  was  carried  out  by  a  Receiver,  who 
acted  under  the  Land  Judge,  who,  in 
his  capacity  as  Receiver  Judge,  examined 
his  accounts,  and  gave  directions  as  to 
all  matters  touching  the  ordinary 
management  of  the  estate.  If  in  the 
course  of  the  administration  suit  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  a  sale  of  the  estate 
should  become  necessary,  the  sale  was 
generally  entrusted  by  the  Court  of 
Chancery  to  the  Land  Judge,  the 
machinery  in  his  Court  being  more  con- 
venient for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
rents  and  selling  land  than  the  machinery 


of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  Very  often, 
also,  the  estates  of  minors  were  similarly 
dealt  with.  Also,  many  solvent  estates 
were  brought  into  the  Land  Court  for 
sale,  and  when  once  any  such  last- 
mentioned  estate  had  come  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Land  Judge,  there 
was  great  difficulty  and  expense  in 
removing  it  therefrom.  In  all  these 
cases  it  would  be  manifestly  unfair  that, 
in  cases  of  a  sale  being  had  under  this 
Bill,  the  bonus  should  be  lost.  It 
seemed  very  hard  that  where  an  estate 
was  brought  into  the  Court  for  [purely 
administrative  purposes,  the  owner  of 
which  might  be  absolutely  solvent,  it 
should  be  debarred  from  the  benefit  of 
this  bonus.  The  sub-section,  as  he 
proposed  to  amend  it,  would  read — 

"  This  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  estate 
sold  by  a  mortgagee  in  possession." 

Amendment  moved — 

*•  In  page  25,  line  8,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  by '  to  the  word  *  a  *  in  line  12.^'— {Lord 
Dunboyne. ) 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  suggested  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  should  either 
redraft  the  clause  or  accept  the  Amend- 
ment leaving  in  the  words  **  by  a 
mortgagee  in  possession,"  which  were 
sufficient  to  cover  the  case.  The  words 
which  provided  that  no  bonus  should 
accrue  to  landlords  who  sold  compul- 
sorily  under  the  Land  Judge's  Court 
should  be  omitted.  If  the  Amendment 
were  accepted  it  would  be  received  with 
approbation. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND (Lord  ASHEOITRNE)  said  that  an 
Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of  the. 
noble  Duke  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  which 
come  would  later,  largely  met  the  objec- 
tion of    the  noble  Lora  who  moved  this 
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Amendment, 
read— 

**  This  section  shall  not  appl^  to  a^y  estate 
sold  by  the  Land  Judge  where  either  a  Keoeiver 
has  Men  appointed  over  the  estate,  or  the 
estate  is  so  circumstanced  that  it  would,  inde- 
pendently of  the  Act  of  1896,  be  sold  without 
the  consent  of  the  owner  as  to  price  or  to  any 
estate  sold  by  a  mortgagee  in  possession." 

The  Amendment  standing  in  the  name 
of  the  noble  Duke  was  to  leave  out  the 
words  "  either  a  receiver  has  been 
appointed  over  the  estate  or.'  Those 
were  the  words  which  led  to  the  diffi- 
culty. An  estate  might  innocently  be 
under  a  receiver. 

Lord  DUNBOYNE  said  he  would  be 
prepared  to  withdraw  his  Amendment 
in  favour  of  the  Amendment  of  the 
noble  Duke. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee,   withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

I'  In  page  25,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  either  a  receiver  has  been  appointed  over  the 
esUte  or.'  "—{The  Duke  of  Devanehire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  25,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  price ' 
to  insert  the  words  'or  to  an  estate  so  circum- 
stanced in  respect  of  which  an  absolute  order 
for  sale  by  the  Land  Judge  was  in  force  at  the 
date  of  the  passing  of  this  Act.'  '*—{The  Duke 
of  Devonshire. ) 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  asked  the  noble 
Duke  not  to  press  this  Amendment, 
because  it  brought  this  clause  back  to 
the  condition  in  which  it  stood  before 
the  words  **  either  a  receiver  has  been  ap- 
pointed over  the  estate  or"  were  omitted. 

Thb  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  If 
the  noble  Lord  will  agree  to  this  Amend- 
ment being  inserted  now,  we  will  see  if 
there  is  anything  which  conflicts  with 
the  previous  Amendment  before  the 
Report  stage. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said  the 
Amendment  seemed  to  go  a  great  deal 
further  than  the  noble  Duke  intended. 
The  whole  of  the  sub-section  was  meant 
to  apply  to  insolvent  estates,  but,  accord- 
ing to  this  Amendment,  if  au  absolute 
order  had  ever  been  made,  however  far 
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back,  the  taint  of  that 
on  the  estate  for  ever. 


order  remained 


♦The  Earl  OF.DONOUGHMOREsaid 
that  an  estate  which  was  in  the  Court, 
being  an  insolvent  estate,  might  be^ 
pulled  round  under  the  management  of 
the  Court  and  taken  out  of  the  Court ;: 
but,  as  the  clause  was  originally  drafted, 
though  that  estate  were  taken  out  of  the- 
Court,  it  would  be  debarred  from  the- 
bonus  when  sold.  He  was  no  lawyer,, 
but  it  looked  to  him  as  if  the  Amendment 
just  moved  by  the  noble  Duke  met  that 
point. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  need 
hardly  say  that  I  am  no  lawyer  either, 
but  I  am  advised  that  the  only  effect  of 
the  Amendment  would  be  to  prevent 
insolvent  estates  from  being  taken  out  of 
the  Court  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the, 
bonus. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  tot 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  that,, 
though  he  understood  His  Majestv's 
Government  were  unable  to  accept  his 
next  Amendment,  they  were  prepared  to- 
look  into  the  matter  later  on,  when  he 
dared  say  they  would  find  an  amending; 
Bill  of  some  type  or  other  necessary  in 
order  to  deal  with  points  that  had  been 
left  out  in  this  Bill.  There  was  little  or 
no  opposition  to  the  proposal  contained 
in  his  Amendment  on  the  part  of  the 
Irish  Members.  The  object  of  the  new 
sub-section  was  to  enable  a  landlord  who. 
chose  to  sell  under  Section  36  of  the  Act 
of  1896  to  have  the  bonus  extended  to 
him  as  if  such  sale  had  taken  place  under 
this  Act. 

Amendment  moved— 

**  In  page  25,  to  insert  as  a  new  sab-section 
the  words  :*  (5)  An  advance  may  be  made  under 
this  Act  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  any  holding 
under  the  provision  of  Section  36  of  the  Act  ot 
1896,  and  the  same  percentageshall  be  payable  in 
respect  of  the  said  advance,  as  if  such  sale  was 
a  sale  under  this  Act.*  "—{Lord  Castletown), 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE< 
LAND  said  he  had  always  entertained  a 
very  favourable  opinion  with  regard  to 
Clause  36  of  the  Act  of  1896,  but 
whether  it  could  be  made  the  subject- 
matter  on  which  to  attach  a  bonus  was 
a  point  in  which  the  Treasury  must  have. 
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a  voice,  and  on  which  he  could  not  ex- 
press an  opinion.  But  he  understood 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  been  assured 
that  it  could  not  be  dealt  with  in  this 
BUI. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  47,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  48  agreed  to. 

Clause  49. 

♦The  Earl  ofDONOUGHMORE  said 
that,  although  he  must  acknowledge 
that  the  Government  had  made  a  very 
graceful  concession  to  all  who  had  to 
work  under  this  Bill,  they  should  not 
forget  that  they  were  dealing  with 
Ireland,  and  that  the  giving  of  a  certain 
amount  afforded  an  opportunity  for 
asking  for  a  little  more.  Under  the  A .  ts 
mentioned  in  his  Amendment  a  duty 
(ranging  from  2s.  6d.  to  10s.  per  cent.) 
on  the  purchase  money  was  levied  on 
all  estates  sold  through  the  Land  Judges' 
Court.  The  object  of  the  Amendment 
was  to  remit  that  duty  if  the  estate  was 
being  sold  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts,  so  as  to  lighten  the  cost  of  such 
sales.  When  those  Acts  were  passed  it 
was  never  contemplated  that  there  would 
be  anything  like  the  wholesale  sale  of 
land  in  Ireland  that  there  would  be 
under  this  Bill,  and  it  would  be  a  grace- 
ful concession  on  the  part  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  if  they  could  see 
their  way  to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

''In  page  25,  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  to  insert 
AS  a  new  sub-section  the  words  :  *(2)  The  provi- 
sioDs  of  this  section  shall  a^ply  to  all  sales  under 
the  Land  Purchase  Acts  in  the  Land  Judges' 
Court,  and  in  these  cases  no  duty  shall  be 
payable  under  Section  88  of  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  (Ireland)  Act,  1858,  or  under 
iSeotions  1  and  2  of  the  Landed  Estates  (Ireland) 
Act  (1858)  Amendment  Act,  1861,  or  under 
Section  4  and  the  schedule  of  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  Act,  1866.' "—(^^  ^arl  of 
DoTWughmore. ) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
think  it  is  scaicely  worth  while  dis- 
cussing this  Amendment,  because  it  is 
one  which  is  more  clearly  than  any  of 
the  others  on  which  we  have  been  en- 

The  Lard  Chancellor  of  Ireland^ 


gaged,  absolutely  out  of  the  competence 
of  this  House  to  legislate  upon.  It  is 
an  Amendment  to  amend  the  Stamp 
Act,  which  I  do  not  think  any  noble 
Lord  can  say  is  within  the  competence 
of  this  House. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMOREsaid 
he  only  brought  it  forward  because,  from 
the  small  experience  he  had  had  of  their 
Lordships'  House,  he  had  found  that, 
whenever  the  Government  wished  to 
break  through  the  privil^e  of  the  other 
House,  the  other  House  did  not  object 
very  much.  He  thought  that  perhaps 
in  this  case  they  might  have  seen  their 
way  to  do  so. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee 
withdrawn. 

Clause  49  agreed  to. 

Clause  50. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said;that  Clause 
50  provided  enlargement  of  the  po  .vers  of 
trustees  in  the  investment  of  the  purchase 
money  for  estates  sold,  and  the  object  of  his 
Amendment  was  to  widen  these  powers. 
To  his  mind,  this  was  one  of  the  most 
important  clauses  that  had  been  dealt 
with  during  the  passage  of  the  Bill 
through  Committee.  It  was  absolutely 
non-contentious.  The  securities  included 
in  the  Amendment  had  been  carefuUy 
considered  by  financial  experts.  In  the 
Act  of  1896  there  was  a  provision  for 
wider  powers  of  investment,  and,  after  a 
good  deal  of  discussion  on  the  subject, 
clauses  were  moved  which  enabled  an 
owner,  where  he  had  sold  without  the 
consent  of  the  trustee,  to  invest  the 
money  he  received  on  a  wider  scale  of 
investments.  The  clause  was  very 
carefully  drafted,  and  was  endorsed  and 
approved  by  Mr.  Balfour  and  the  late 
Lord  Herschell.  Unluckily,  however, 
when  the  clause  came  to  be  tested,  as  it 
was  in  a  certain  case,  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  came  to  the  conclusion  that  whatever 
might  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
Government  and  the  framers  of  the 
clause,  it  did  not  carry  out  that  intention, 
and  he  made  a  ruling  on  the  subject 
which  had  rendered  the  section  inoperative. 
In  the  Bill  the  powers  of  trustees  had 
again  been  widened.  They  now  had,  he 
thought,  a  perfectly  clear  announcement 
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that  trustees  could  do  certain  things,  but 
the  wider  powers  of  investment  did  not 
go  far  enough.  He  was  not  asking  for 
anything  unreasonable.  He  quite  recog- 
nised that  the  remainder-men  must  be 
protected.  He  only  asked  that  the 
powers  of  investment  should  be  widened. 
HSs  Amendment  would  give  a  certain 
fillip  to  sales  under  the  Bill.  He  had 
heard  from  quite  fifty  or  sixty  landlords 
that  if  the  powers  of  investment 
were  widened  they  would  sell,  but 
that  they  could  not  sell  otherwise. 
Sub-section  (/)  of  his  Amendment 
contained  the  provision  that  investments 
might  be  made  in  debentures  or  fully- 
paid  shares  or  stocks  of  any  railway 
or  commercial  or  industrial  company  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  provided  that  the 
sufficiency  of  such  investment  to  realise 
the  sum  invested  therein  upon  the  death 
of  the  tenant  for  life  or  the  termination 
of  the  trust,  should  be  secured  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  public  trustee  under 
this  Act.  He  had  left  the  matter  under 
the  public  trustee,  who  was  put  in 
specially  for  that  purpose. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  pige  25,  line  32,  after  the  word  *  in '  to 
insert  tnc  words '  [a)  Bonds,  debentures,  or  mort- 
gages secured  upon  rates  or  taxes  levied  under 
the  authority  ot  any  Act  of  Parliament  or  Pto- 
Tisional  Order  by  any  municipal  corporation 
or  other  local  authority  in  the  United  Kingdom 
which  shall  be  authorised  to  borrow  on  such 
security ;  (6)  Ground  rents  arising  out  of 
hereditaments  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  not 
exceecUng  in  amount  one-fourth  part  of  the 
annual  value  at  a  rack  rent  of  the  premises 
out  of  which  such  ground  rents  issue;  (c) 
Debentures  or  mortgages  of  railway  companies 
in  the  United  Kingdom  incorporated  by  Act 
of  Parliament ;  {d)  Stocks  or  shares  of  any 
tramway  or  liffht  railway  interest  upon  which 
is  guaranteed  from  or  charged  upon  rates  under 
the  Tramways  (Ireland)  Acts ;  {e)  Bonds, 
debentures,  or  mortgages  secured  upon  any 
investments  in  which  trustees  are  authorised 
by  this  or  any  other  Act  to  invest  trust  funds ; 
(f)  Debentures  or  fully  paid  sliares  or  stocks 
of  any  railway  or  commercial  or  industrial 
company  in  the  United  Kingdom,  provided 
that  the  sufficiency  of  such  investment  to 
realise  the  sum  invested  therein  upon  the 
death  of  the  tenant  for  life  or  the  termination 
of  the  trust  shall  be  secured  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  public  trustee  under  this  Act;  or.'" — 
(Lord  Cdstletown.) 

Viscount  TEMPLETOWN  supported 
the  Amendment.  There  was  a  great 
necessity,  if  they  were  to  induce  Irish 
landlords  to  sell,  to  widen  the  area  of 
investment,    but    he  suggested  to    the 


noble  Lord  who  moved  the  Amendment 
that  it  would  be  wise  to  have  some  guaran- 
tee in  the  clause  that  the  companies  in 
which  money  was  invested  should  only 
be  companies  the  stability  and  value  of 
whose  stock  had  been  approved. 


♦The  Earl  of  BELMORE  called 
attention  to  Subsection  (c)  of  the 
Amendment,  and  stated  that  there  was 
no  provision  that  the  railway  companies 
in  whose  debentures  or  mortgages  money 
might  be  invested  were  paying  dividends 
or  not.  Was  it  intended  that  the 
proviso  in  paragraph  (/) ,  to  the  effect  that 
"the  sufficiency  of  such  investment  to 
realise  the  sum  invested  therein  upon  the 
death  of  the  tenant  for  life  or  the  termina- 
tion of  the  trust  should  be  secured  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  public  trustee  under  this 
Act,"  was  to  govern  the  other  paragraphs 
of  the  Amendment  1 


The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND expressed  his  sympathy  with  the 
ideas  underlying  the  Amendment,  but  he 
recognised  the  necessity  for  prudence  and 
caution.  The  clause  as  it  stood  showed 
an  anxiety  to  approve  of  investments 
which  were  not  permitted  by  the  present 
stringent  rules.  The  objection  which 
had  been  raised  by  Lord  Belmore  was  a 
very  reasonable  one.  One  of  the  heads  of 
investments  in  the  Amendment  was  "  de- 
bentures or  mortgages  of  railway  com- 
panies in  the  United  Kingdom,  incor- 
porated by  Act  of  Parliament."  Of 
course,  some  debentures  and  mortgages  of 
railway  companies  were  extremely  gilt 
edged,  whilst  others  were  worthless; 
and  without  some  qualification  they  could 
hardly  sanction  investment  to  be  made 
in  debentures  or  mortgages  of  any  railway 
company  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
proviso  that  the  sufficiency  of  such 
investment  to  realise  the  sum  invested 
therein  upon  the  death  of  the  tenant  for 
life  or  the  termination  of  the  trust  should 
be  secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public 
trustee  under  this  Act  was  a  very  impor- 
tant one,  but  it  appeared  to  be  confined 
to  Sub-section  (/)  of  the  Amendment. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  stated  that  it 
was  his  intention  that  the  proviso  in 
Sub-section  (/)  should  govern  the  other 
paragraphs  of  his  Amendment. 
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The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  ntE- 
LAND  said  he  was  afraid  the  Amendment 
as  at  present  worded  did  not  suggest 
that. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
believe  that  the  clause  as  in  the  Bill  was 
drafted  to  that  form  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  noble  Earl  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
England,  who  is  not  in  the  House  at  this 
moment.  I  should  be  willing  to  accept 
the  Amendment  on  the  understanding 
that,  if  it  appears  to  be  open  to  objection 
by  that  hign  legal  authority,  it  should 
be  subject  to  reconsideration  on  Report, 
or  possibly  it  would  be  better  if  the 
noble  Lord  postponed  the  Amendment 
till  the  Report  stage,  and  I  will  see  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  the  meantime. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  called  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  England  had  just  entered  the 
House. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said  he 
regretted  he  had  not  heard  this  discussion 
that  had  taken  place  upon  the  Amend- 
ment. So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he 
must  protest  very  strongly  against  the 
further  enlargement  of  the  power  of 
investment  by  trustees  without  very 
careful  consideration.  They  had  had  no 
opportunity  of  considering  the  value  of 
the  investments  suggested  by  the  noble 
Lord,  whereas  every  enlargement  of  the 
power  of  investment  was  carried  out  with 
great  care.  He  could  not  encourage  the 
noble  Lord  with  the  idea  that  in  the  very 
short  interval  between  the  Committee 
and  the  Report  stage  of  this  Bill  he  could 
assent  to  the  proposed  enlargement. 

Amendment,by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

Lord  DUNBOYNE  moved  an  Amend- 
ment, which,  he  said,  only  sought  to 
extend  to  trustees  in  Ireland  a  protection 
already  enjoyed  by  trustees  in  England. 


This  was  especially  desirable  in  order  to 
expedite  sales  under  this  Bill,  because  in 
many  cases  trustees  in  Ireland  had  com- 
mitted a  technical  breach  of  trust,  by 
lending  trust  moneys  on  second  charges 
on  land,  when  the  security  seemed  so 
ample  that  they  would  willingly  have  lent 
their  own  money  upon  it.  The  operations 
of  the  rent-fixing  Act  had  immensely 
reduced  this  security  in  many  cases,  and 
the  mortgage,  or  portion  of  it,  was  very 
often  now  in  daiiger,  and  if  a  further 
reduction  in  the  security  should  take 
place  under  the  present  Bill,  many 
trustees  would  find  themselves  in  a  serious 
position  unless  afforded  a  protection 
similar  to  that  now  enjoyed  by  trustees 
in  England. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  jpage  26,  after  Sub-section  3  to  insert 
the  following  new  Sub-section  :^'(^)  Ix^  the 
case  of  all  proceedings  in  relation  to  any  lands 
sold  in  the  High  Court  or  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  or  any  charees  thereon,  or  any 
moneys  realised  thereby,  if  it  appears  to  the 
Court  that  a  trustee  is  or  may  be  personally 
liable  for  any  breach  of  trust,  whether  the 
transaction  alleged  to  be  a  breach  of  trust 
occurred  before  or  after  the  parsing  of  this 
Act,  but  has  acted  honestly  and  reasonably 
and  ought  fairly  to  be  excused  for  the  breach 
of  trust,  and  for  omitting  to  obtain  the 
directions  of  the  Court  in  the  matter  in  which 
he  committed  such  breach,  then  the  Court  may 
relieve  the  trustee,  either  wholly  or  partly, 
from  personal  liability  for  the  same.'  ''--(Lord 
Dunhoyne,) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  am 
advised  that  the  law  relating  to  trustees 
is  exactly  the  same  in  England  and  in 
Ireland,  and  that  this  proposal  would  be 
entirely  and  absolutely  outside  the  scope 
of  this  Bill.  It  would,  in  our  opinion,  be 
improper  to  attempt  to  alter  the  law  in 
the  case  of  proceedings  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  in  Ireland,  but  it  would 
be  still  more  improper  to  attempt  to  alter 
it  in  the  way  proposed  in  this  clause. 

On  QuHstion,their  Lordships  divided: — 
Contents,  49  ;  Not-Contents,  66. 


Abercom,  M.  (/).  Abercom.) 

Abingdon,  E. 
Bandon,  £. 
Bel  more,  E. 
Dartrey,  E. 
de  Montalt,  E. 
Drogheda,  E. 
RoHse,  E. 


CONTENTS. 
Westmeath,  E. 

Hutchinson,  V.  {E,  Donough- 

more.) 
Templetown,  V. 

Annaly,  L. 

Barry  more,  L. 

Boyle,  L.  {E.  Cork  and  Orrery. ) 

Carysfort,  L.  {E.  Caryafort.) 


Castlemaine,  L. 
Castletown,  L. 
Chaworth,  L.  (E.  Meath.) 
Clements,  L.  [E,  Leitrinu'^ 
Clonbrock,  L. 
Cloncurry,  L. 
Colchester,  L. 
C^ofton,  L. 
De  Freync,  L. 
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Deramore,  L. 
Digby,  L. 
DoDiJIey,  L. 
Dunboyne,  L.  [Teller.] 
Fermanagh,  L.  {E,  EtTie.) 
Fingall,  L.  (E.  Fingidl,) 
Grey  de  Ruthyn,  L. 
Grinstead,  L.  {E,  Enniskillen.) 
Inchiqain,  L. 
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Kilmaine,  L. 

Langford,  L. 

Leoonfield,  L. 

Ma«Ay,  L. 

Monck,  L.  {V.  Monck,) 

Monteagleof  Brandon,  L. 

Munoaster,  L. 

MoRkerry,  L. 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  L. 
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Pon8onby»L.(£.  Bessbcrough,) 

Rathdonnell,  L. 

RoMmore,  L. 

Silcbester,  L.  {E.   Longford.) 

Sudley,  h.{E.  Arran.)  [Teller.] 

Ventry,  L. 

Worlingham,  L.  (E.  Oatt/ord.) 


Hal9biu7,  £.  (X.  Chancellor. ) 
Devonshire,  D.  (Z.  President.) 

Norfolk,  D.  {E.  Marshal.) 
MarlboiOQgh,  D. 
Northumberland,  D. 
Portland,  D. 
Wellington,  D. 

Aileebury,  M. 
LaniMlowne,  M. 
Ripon,  M. 

Clarendon,  £.  (L.  Chamber- 
lain.) 

Caniperdown,  K 

Cawdor,  E. 

Crewe,  E. 

Cromer,  £. 

Denbigh,  E. 

DoiicRstor,  E.  (Z).  Buccleuch 
and  Queensberry. ) 

Durham,  E. 

Eldon,  E. 

Hardwicke,  E. 


NOTCONTENTS. 

Howe,  E. 

Lvtton,  £. 

Morley,  E. 

Onslow,  E. 

Powia,  E. 

Selbome,  E. 

Stamford,  E. 

Vane,  E.  (M.  Londonderry.) 

Waldejrrave,  E.    [Teller.] 

Churchill,  V.    [Teller.] 
Powerscourt,  V. 

Addington,  L. 

Allerion,  L. 

Ashbourne,  L. 

Balfonr,  T.. 

Bvlhaven  and  S''enton,  L. 

Helper,  L. 

Burghclere,  L. 

CheyloHmore,  L. 

Clanwilliam,L(^.  Clanioilliain 

Davey,  L. 

Dawnay,  L.     ( V.  Downe. ) 

De  L'Isle  and  Dudley,  L. 


Ellenborough,  L. 

Emly,  L. 

Erskine,  L. 

Estcourt,  L. 

Forester,  L. 

Kenry,  L.    {E.  Dunraven  and 

Mount-Earl.) 
Kenyon,  L. 

Kintore,  L.     {E.  Kintore.) 
Lawrence,  L. 
Macnaghten,  L. 
Metbuen,  L. 
Monk  Bretlon,  L. 
Mount  Steplien,  L. 
liibbleMlalo,  L. 
RoBraead,  L. 
SandhurHi ,  L. 

Somerhill,  L.(itf.  Clanricarde.) 
St^lbridge,  L. 
Sbanmore,  L. 
SufBeld,  L. 
Tweedmouth,  L. 
Windsor,  L. 
Wolverton,  L. 


Clause  50  agreed  ta 

Clause  51. 

Viscount  TEMPLETOWN  said  the 
object  of  the  Amendments,  six  in  number, 
standing  in  his  name,  was  the  same  in 
each  case.  It  was  simply  to  give  juris- 
diction to  the  Land  Judge  to  act  in  a 
similar  manner  to  that  which  the  Land 
Commission  might  adopt.  Noble  Lords 
from  Ireland  attached  great  importance 
to  this  Amendment  with  a  view  to  the 
economical  working  of  the  Bill. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  26,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  by '  to 
inaert  the  words  *  the  Land  Judge  or.* " — 
(Viscmint  Templetoicn.) 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  Government  would 
accept  the  Amendments,  which  would 
greatly  lessen  the  expense  under  the 
Bill. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  The 
Government  can  assent  to  these  Amend- 
VOL.  CXXVII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


ments  in  substance,  but  it  ought  to  be 
done  in  a  different  way.  I  propose  to 
do  it  by  an  Amendment  on  the  next 
page.  The  Amendment  I  am  prepared 
to  move  is — 

**  In  page  27,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  require,' 
to  insert  the  following  new  sub-aection : — '  The 
powers  conferred  on  the  Land  Commission  by 
the  fore^i^oing  provisionH  of  this  section  may 
be  exercised  by  the  Land  Judge  in  any  case 
M'here  the  purchase  money  of  land  sold  under 
the  Land  Purchase  Acts  is,  or  has  been,  dis- 
tributed by  him,  and  those  provisions  shall 
apply  accordingly,  with  the  substitution  of  the 
Liuid  Judge  for  the  Land  Commission.'" 

I  also  propose  to  move  in  line  12  the 
insertion,  alter  the  word  **by"  of  the 
words  '•  the  Land  Judge  and  "  so  that 
the  subsection  will  then  read — 

**  Rules  may  be  made  by  the  Land  Judge  and 
the  Land  Commission  with  the  approval  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
this  section  into  effect,  and  for  regulating  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  public 
trustee,  and  in  particular  may  provi<Ie  that  the 
trustee  shall,  on  the  request  of  any  person 
proposing  to  sell  an  estate,  give  an  estimate 
of  the  probable  financial  eflfect  of  such  sale." 
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Viscount  TEMPLETOWN   expressed  I     The  Duke  of   DEVONSHIRE :  The 
his    willingness    to     aecept    the    noble  I  Amendments   standing   in    my    name, 


Duke*s  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

^Iq  page  27,  line  11,  after  the  word 
'require*  to  insert  the  following  new  sub- 
section :  '  The  powers  conferred  on  the  Land 
C'ommission  by  the  foregoing  provisions 
of  this  section  may  be  exercised  by  the  Land 
Judge  in  any  case  where  the  purchase  money 
of  land  sold  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  is, 
or  has  been,  distributed  by  him,  and  those 
provisions  shall  apply  accordingly,  with  the 
substitution  of  the  Land  Judge  tor  the  Land 
Commission.'"— (^^  L>u^  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  27,  line  12,  after  the  word  'by' 
to  insert  the  words  *the  Land  Jadge 
and . ' "— ( The  Duke  of  Devonshire. ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  (on  behalf 
of  Lord  Castletown)  moved  to  leave  out 
'*  the  Land  Commission  "  and  to  insert 
^'  a  majority  of  the  Land  Commissioners, 
which  majority  shall  include  the  Judicial 
Commissioner."  The  object  of  his 
Amendment  was  to  place  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  on  an  equality  with  the 
Land  Commissioners.  On  points  of  law 
it  was  very  often  difficult  for  the  Land 
Commissioners  to  come  to  a  proper 
decision  without  the  assistance  of  the 
Judicial  Commissioner. 

Amendlment  moved — 

"  In  pace  27,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  the  Land  Commission,'  and  insert  the  words 
'  a  majority  of  the  Land  Commissioners,  which 
majority  shall  include  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioner.' " — {The  Duki  oj  Ahercom,) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  The 
Land  Judge  has  been  added  to  the  rule 
making  authority,  and  therefore  the 
Amendment  is  unnecessary. 

Amendment,  by  leaveof  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  51,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  52. 


taken  together,  propose  to  make  this 
clause  similar  to  Clause  2,  which  pro- 
vides for  advances  in  the  case  of  the 
sale  of  parcels. 

Amendments  moved — 

"  In  page  27,  line  28,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  that '  to  the  words  *  in  the '  in  line  32 ; 
in  line  34,  after  the  word  *  county '  to  insert 
the  words  *  the  said  limitation  may,  suhject  to 
the  other  limitations  in  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts,  be  exceeded  where  the  Land  Commission 
consider  that'  a  larger  advance  may  be 
sanctioned  to  any  purchaser  without  prejudice 
to  the  wants  and  circumstances  of  other  persons 
residing  in  the  neighbourhood ' ;  and  m  page 
28,  lines  3  and  4,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  under 
the  circumstances  aforesaid,'  and  insert  the 
words  *  where  the  Land  Commission  consider  it 
expedient  under  the  circumstances  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  sub-section.'" — {Ttu  Duke  of 
Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Viscx)UNT  TEMPLETOWN  then  moved 
the  omission  of  Clause  52.  He  said  that 
the  provisions  of  Clause  52  were  in  many 
ways  objectionable,  and  in  some  points 
contrary  to  the  policy  of  the  Bill,  which 
aimed  at  creating  peasant  proprietors. 
By  Sub-clause  1  an  arbitrary  date  was 
fixed-  for  no  apparent  reason — from 
which  date  no  tenancy  could  be  created 
which  would  entitle  its  holder  to  the 
full  benefits  of  this  Bill,  except  in  the 
case  of  evicted  tenants,  or  tenancies 
created  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 
There  was  nothing  to  show  why  these 
two  classes  of  tenants  should  be  favoured, 
whilst  other  deserving  tenants  were  to 
be  penalised,  because  their  tenancies 
were  not  three  years  old.  Besides,  this 
sub-clause  would  deter  a  landlord  who 
might  wish  to  hand  over  to  good  and 
deserving  tenants  a  portion  of  the 
demesne  or  other  lands  in  his  hands. 
The  provisions  of  Sub-clause  2  would 
fetter  the  hands  of  the  Land  Judge,  and 
prevent    a    heavily-embarrassed    owner, 

I  who  had,  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors, 
been  made  a  tenant  of  his  demesne  under 

I  the  powers  of  any  Court,  from  buying  the 
same  by  means  of  the  beneficial  aid  given  to 
other  tenants.  Ah  owner  so  made  tenant 
of  his  own  demesne  by  any  Court  had 
been  paying  rent,  therefore,  like  any  other 
tenant,  should  have  like  benefits 
under  this  Bill.  The  proposed  limit  of 
j£2,000  was  too  small  to  enable  a  vendor 
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to  re-buy  his  demesne  in  many  cases ;  and 
as  he  would,  in  order  to  retain  his  old 
demesne,  be  in  all  probability  willing  to 
^ive  a  higher  price  than  anyone  else  would 
give,  his  creditors  would  suffer  if  he  were 
■deprived  of  the  power  of  so  doing.  Sub- 
clause 3  would  be  inoperative  if  the  rest 
of  the  clause  were  left  out,  and  conse- 
quently, of  course,  it  should  be  left  out 
Also.  There  was  a  great  amount  of 
feeling  against  the  clause,  and  he  hoped 
His  Majesty's  Grovernment  would  permit 
it  to  be  omitted. 

Amendment  moved — 

**In  page  27,  to  leave  out  Clause  52." — 
<  Viscount  Templetoum, ) 

The  Marquess  ofLANSDOWNE  said 
that  the  clause  was  entirely  in  accord- 
ance with  the  general  purpose  of  the 
Bill,  one  of  the  objects  of  which  was  to 
improve  existing  holdings  where  they 
were  now  of  an  uneconomic  character. 
The  opportunities  of  adding  to  and  im- 
proving small  and  badly  situated  hold- 
ings were  not  frequent,  and  one  of  the 
most  usual  forms  in  which  such  an  oppor- 
tunity might  present  itself  was  when  the 
selling  landowner  was  in  possession  of  a 
large  quantity  of  untenanted  and  avail- 
able land  which  could  be  turned  to  account 
for  this  purpose.  It  was  apprehended 
that  in  some  cases  the  owner  of  property 
of  this  description  might  be  induced  to 
let  such  unoccupied  land  in  large  blocks 
to  comparatively  wealthy  and  prosperous 
tenants,  who  would  hire  it  with  the  idea 
that  they  would  eventually  be  able  to 
buy  it  under  the  Act.     In  this  way  con- 


siderable tracts  of  land  at  the  moment  un- 
occupied might  cease  to  be  available  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  existing  hold- 
ings. For  those  reasons  the  Government 
proposed  to  deny  to  newly-created  hold- 
ings the  same  facilities  that  were  offered 
to  holdings  which  had  been  in  existence 
for  a  long  time.  Instead  of  the  limit 
allowed  in  the  case  of  ordinary  large 
holdings,  it  was  proposed  that  within  the 
area  of  a  congested  district  the  limit 
should  be  £500,  and  that  discretion 
should  be  given  to  the  Land  Commission 
where  the  holding  was  not  situated  in  a 
congested  district.  The  Grovernment 
regarded  the  clause  as  one  of  consider- 
able importance. 

Lord  CLON  BROCK  said  it  might 
happen  that  a  landlord  holding  a  certain 
portion  of  his  land  in  his  own  hands 
might  desire  to  divide  it  amongst 
smaller  holders,  in  order  to  let  them 
become  tenants,  and  eventually  purchase. 
He  would  be  precluded  from  doing  so  by 
this  clause. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said 
that  if  the  landlord  was  willing  to  sell 
his  land  in  small  parcels,  the  question  of 
the  money  limit  would  not  arise.  The 
object  of  the  clause,  he  took  it,  was  only 
to  prevent  the  letting  of  unoccupied 
land  in  large  blocks. 

On  Question,  that  Clause  52,  as 
amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  their 
Lordships  divided : — Contents,  54  ;  Not- 
Contents.   50. 


HaUbnry,  E.   (X.  Chancellor.) 
Devonshire,  D.  (X.  President. ) 

Norfolk,  D.     {E.  Marshal. ) 
Marlborough,  D. 
Portland,  D. 
Wellington,  D. 

Ailesbury,  M. 
Lanadowne,  M. 
Ripon,  M. 

Clarendon ,  E.  (L.  Chainberln  in. ) 

Camperdown,  E. 

Crewe,  E. 

Cromer,  E. 

Denbigh,  E.  ,.      ,      ^ 

Doncaster,  E.   [D.    Buccleuch 

and  Queensberry.) 
Eldon,  E. 
Hardwicke,  E. 
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Howe,  E. 

Lytton,  E, 

Morley,  E. 

Sel  borne,  E. 

Stamford,  E. 

Vane,  E.  {M,  Londonderry.) 

Waldegrave,  E.    [TeUer.] 

Churchill,  V.     [Teller.] 
Powerscodrt,  V, 

Allerton,  L. 

Ashbourne,  L. 

Balfour,  L. 

Belhaven  and  Stenton,  L. 

Belper,  L. 

Davey,  L. 

Dawnay,  L.     (V.  Downe.) 

De  L'Isle  and  Dudley,  L. 

Ellenborough,  L. 

Erskine,  L. 


Estcourt,  L. 
Forester,  L. 
Kenry,   L.  {E.   Dunraven  and 

Mount-Earl. ) 
Kenyon,  L. 

Kin  tore,  L.     {E.  Kintore,) 
Lawrence,  L. 
Methuen,  L. 
Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  L. 
Muncaster,  L. 
Newton,  L. 
Ribblesdale,  L. 
Sandhurst,    L. 
Silchester,  L.  {E.  Longfonf.) 
Stalbridge,  L. 
8affield,L. 
Tweedmouth,  L. 
Windsor,  L. 
Wolverton,  L. 
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Abercom,  M.  (/)•  Aberc&m.) 

Abingdon,  E. 
Bandon,  £. 
Belmore,  £. 
Dartrey,  E. 
de  Montalt,  E. 
Drogheda,  K 
RoB8e,£. 
Westmeath,  E. 

Hutchinson,  V.  {E.  Donough- 

inore,) 
Templetown,  V.    [Teller,] 

Ardilaun,  L. 

Barrymore,  L. 

Boyle,  L.  {E,  Cork  and  Orrery, ) 


{LORDS} 

NOT-CONTENTS. 

Carysfort,  L.     {E,  CarysforL) 
Castlemain,  L. 
Caatletown,  L. 
Cianwilliam,L(J?.  ClanwiUiam 
Clements,  L.  {E.  Leitrim,) 
Clonbrock,  L. 
Cloncurry,  L. 
Colchester,  L. 
Crof  ton,  L. 
I  )e  Freyne,  L. 
Deramore,  L. 
Digby,  L. 
Diinalley,  L. 
Danboyne,  L. 
Fermaiuigh,  L.  {E.  Erne,) 
Fingall,  L.  {E,  Fingall,) 
Grey  de  Rutbyn,  8. 
Grinsttad,  h,(E,  Enniskillen,) 
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Inchiquin,  L. 

Kilmaine,  L. 

Langford,  L. 

Leconfield,  L. 

Macnaghten,  L. 

Ma^sy,  L. 

Monck.L.    {V,  Monck.} 

MuskerrVy  L. 

O'Neill,  L. 

Oranmore  and  Browner  L. 

Rathdonnell,  L. 

Rathtnore,  L. 

Rosmead,  L. 

Bossmore,  L. 

Somerhill,  L,{M,Clajmcarde,^ 

Sudley,  L.{E,  Arran  ) [Teller.] 

Ventry,  L. 

Worlingham,  L.  {E^  Gosfard,} 


Clause  52,  as  amended,  agreed  to» 

Clause  53. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  moved 
an  Amendment  in  Sub-section  (c)  of 
Clause  53.  This  sub-section  read  as 
follows — 

«*  (c)  Where  on  the  decease  of  the  proprietor 
the  holding  would,  by  reason  of  any  deyise, 
bequest,  intestacy,  or  otherwise,  become  sub- 
divided or  vested  in  more  than  one  person,  the 
Land  Commission  may  require  the  nolding  to 
be  sold  within  twelve  months  after  the  death 
of  the  tnt>prietor  to  some  one  person,  and  if 
default  is  made  in  so  selling  the  holding,  the 
Land  Commission  may  cause  the  holding  to  be 
sold." 

It  was  doubtful  whether,  under  the 
existing  law,  the  Land  Commission  were 
debarred  from  requiring  a  holding  to  be 
sold  after  twelve  months  from  the  death 
of  the  proprietor,  even  though  they  had 
not  become  aware  of  his  death  before 
the  expiration  of  the  twelve  months. 
He  therefore  moved  after  the  words 
"twelve  months  after  *'  the  insertion  of 
the  words  **  they  become  aware  of.*' 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  28,  line  25,  after  the  word  *  after ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  they  become  aware  of.'  " 
— (The  Duke  of  Devomhtre.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  then 
moved  the  insertion  of  a  new  sub-section. 
He  stated  that  the  provisions  of  the 
clause  against  sub-division  would  be 
nullified  if  the  existing  law  was  allowed 
to  continue. 


Amendment  moved — 

**  In  pi^e  28,  line  34,  after  the  word  *  other- 
wise '  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words: 
'  (2)  Not  more  than  one  person  shall  witbmit 
the  consent  of  the  Land  Commission  be  resis- 
tered  as  the  owner  of  a  holding  under  ^art  IV. 
of  the  Local  Registration  of  Title  (Ireland) 
Act,  ISdV^^-'iThe  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  29,  line  2,  after  the  word  *  part '  to 
insert  the  words  '  the  consent  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission under  this  enactment  may,  in  the 
case  of  a  charse  created  by  a  will,  be  civen  at 
any  time  wheuier  before  or  after  the  death  of 
the  testator.*  **—{The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  said 
the  object  of  the  next  Amendment  was 
to  prevent  the  sub-section  being  retro- 
spective. 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  nage  29,  line  3,  to  leave  oat  the  word 
*a'  and  to  insert  the  word  *the/  and  after 
the  word  *  holding '  to  insert  the  words  *  exe- 
cuted after  the  commencement  of  this  Act.'** 
— ( The  Duke  of  Devonshire. ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  ex- 
plained that  the  next  Amendment  was 
one  which  had  been  accepted  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  29,  line  7,  after  the  word  *  charffe- 
ant,'  to  insert  the  words  *  or,  in  the  case  of  a 
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montiia  frcmi  the  death  of  the  testator. ' " 
Duke  of  Devonshire,) 


—{The 


On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Lord  MONTEAGLE  op  BRANDON 
moved  to  insert  a  new  sub-section,  which 
had  for  its  object  the  protection  of  the 
small  owners  to  be  created  by  this  Bill 
from  the  gombeening  shopkeeper.  He 
«aid  that  the  safeguards  at  present  in  the 
clause  were  not  sufficient  to  meet  this 
class  of  cases,  and  there  would  be  the 
greatest  danger  if  some  such  provision 
were  not  inserted. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  29,  line  8,  after  the  word  *  void,' 
toiiisertas  a  new  sub-Bection  the  words  *  Noshop 
debt  shflkll  be  recoverable  by  the  Bale  of  any  such 
holding,  not  exceeding  ten  {>oQnd8  in  rateable 
value,  on  which  the  proprietor  re^idea."*— 
{Lord  Monteagh  of  Brandon.) 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  regarded  the 
Amendment  as  one  of  supreme  import- 
ance, as  it  would  protect  peasant  pro- 
prietors from  the  gombeen  menand  others 
who  would  undoubtedly  prey  upon  them 
in  the  absence  of  such  a  provision. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND  said  this  matter  could  not  be 
-dealt  with  in  this  Bill.  He  appreciated 
the  excellent  motives  of  his  noble  friend, 
but  they  could  not  deal  with  one  class  of 
debts  in  this  way. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  that  when 
once  these  peasant  proprietors  had  been 
<5reated  they  would  be  liable  to  run  into 
debt  with  the  local  shopkeepers,  who 
would  gradually  take  possession  of  the 
holdings  all  round  them,  by  which  means 
the  old  system  would  be  again  brought 
about,  only  in  a  worse  and  exaggerated 
form.  The  gombeen  men,  by  getting 
the  small  owners  into  debt,  could  become 
owners  of  their  lands.  He  was  anxious 
that  some  arrangement  should  be  arrived 
at  whereby  these  small  owners  could  be 
protected. 

♦Thb  Marquess  op  LANSDOWNE  said 
it  was  perfectly  clear  that  the  Amend- 
ment, as  it  stood,  was  not  one  which  the 
Government  could  accept.  He  did  not 
know  that  it  would  aSord  the  protection 
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desired,  because  a  gombeen  man  might 
not  be  a  shopkeeper.  One  effect  of 
making  this  change  would  be  a  general 
refusal  of  credit  to  these  small  tenants 
But,  besides  that,  it  would  not  be  a  very 
good  kind  of  education  to  give  to  the  new 
proprietors,  whom  they  hoped  to  see 
acquiring  habits  of  thrift  and  self-reliance, 
to  tell  them  that  they  were  to  enjoy  a 
kind  of  immunity  from  the  consequences 
of  running  into  debt  which  was  accorded 
to  no  other  class  of  the  comniunity. 


Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

Clause  53,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  54. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  54,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Viscount  TEMPLETOWN  said  the 
object  of  the  new  clause  which  he  pro- 
posed to  insert  after  Clause  54,  was  to 
enable  a  vendor  to  resume  on  certain 
conditions  little  bits  of  land  which  were 
dovetailed  into  his  demesne. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  Afier  Clause  54,  to  insert  the  following 
Dew  clause:  'The  word  "estate"  in  Section 
5  of  theAct  of  1881  shall  include  such  lands 
of  a  landlord  as  are  retained  by  him,  or  re- 
purchased upon  any  sale  of  an  estate  under  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  including  this  Act,  and 
the  Land  Commission  may  authorise  a  re- 
sumption under  the  said  section,  notwith- 
standing that  the  holding  in  respect  of  which 
such  resumption  is  authorised  is  held  at  a 
judicial  rent  fixed  for  a  first  or  subsequent 
statutory  term,' "--{Viscount  Temphtotm.) 

*The  Earl  of  CREWE  said  he  under- 
stood the  object  of  the  noble  Viscount 
was  akin  to  that  of  his  noble  friend 
Lord  Inchiquin  in  the  Amendment 
which  he  moved  to  Clause  3  on  the  pre- 
vious day,  the  object  being  that  when 
a  landlord  took  advantage  of  Clause  3 
to  re-purchase  his  demesne  he  might  be 
able  to  acquire  certain  parcels  of  land 
in  the  possession  of  his  tenants  for  the 
purpose  of  rounding  off  his  demesne, 
obtaining  access  to  water,  planting,  mak- 
ing roads,  or  preserving  sporting  rights* 
He  suggested  that  the  Amendment 
should  be  amended  by  inserting,  after 
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**  the  Land  Commission  may,"  ihe  words 
"  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  a  re-sale 
under  Clause  3  of  this  Act."  It  seemed 
to  him  only  reasonable  that  this  power 
of  entering  into  the  holding  of  a  tenant 
should  be  in  connection  with  the  power 
given  under  Clause  3  of  re-acquiring  the 
demesne.  If  he  remembered  riehtly, 
the  noble  Duke  the  Leader  of  the  House 
took  exception  the  previous  day  to  any 
provision  of  that  kind,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  foreign  to  the  general  pur- 
pose of  the  Bill,  which  was  to  enable 
tenants  to  buy  holdings,  and  not  to 
enable  landlords  to  buy  holdings  from 
tenants.  But  it  seemed  to  him  that  so 
many  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  were 
singular  that  one  anomaly  more  or  less 
would  make  very  little  difference.  At 
an  earlier  stage  in  the  proceedings  they 
carried,  by  the  only  really  substantial 
majority  that  had  been  obtained  that 
evening,  a  clause  which  was  declared 
on  the  highest  authority  to  be  entirely 
indefensible  on  grounds  of  public 
honesty,  and  the  excuse  which  was 
given  in  the  main  for  that  clause  was 
that  without  it  a  great  number  of  sales 
would  not  take  place.  On  a  much 
smaller  scale  he  thought  the  same  might 
be  said  of  this  Amendment.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  unless  some  power  of  this 
kind  was  granted,  a  considerable 
number  of  sales  would  be  prevented 
from  taking  place,  and  he  hoped  the 
noble  Duke  would  be  able  to  accept  the 
Amendment  in  some  form  or  other. 

Lord  CLONBROCK,  in  supporting  the 
Amendment,  said  its  effect  was  merely  to 
amend  the  Clauses  in  the  Act  of  1881, 
which  authorised  a  landlord  to  resume 
possession  for  certain  purposes — for  the 
purpose,  as  Mr.  Gladstone  stated  at  the 
time,  of  improving  his  demesne  or  home 
farm.  But  it  had  been  construed  by  the 
Court  of  Appeal  that  that  could  only  be 
done  when  the  landlord  derived  no  benefit 
from  it  himself.  The  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment was  to  allow  the  landlord  to  do  it, 
although  it  might  benefit  himself. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said 
be  was  sure  that  if  they  could  find  some 
reasonable  and  convenient  way  of  enabling 
such  rounding-off  operations  of  modest 
character  to*be  carried  out  under  this  Bill, 
they  would  be    glad  to  see  them  added 

T7i€  Earl  of  Crewe. 


to  its  provisions.  But  one  was  bound  to 
look  carefully  and  critically  at  proposals  of 
this  kind,  and  he  was  afraid  that  this  par- 
ticular proposal  contained  a  good  deal  to 
which  exception  might  be  taken.  What  he^ 
understood  to  be  proposed  was  this — under 
the  Act  of  1881,  as  they  all  remembered, 
there  was  a  clause  enabling  a  landlord  to 
resume  a  holding,  or  part  of  a  holding, 
for  the  good  of  the  estate,  but  that  pro- 
vision was  very  carefully  limited,  because 
it  was  not  to  be  taken  advantage  of  in  the- 
first  judicial  term,  and  his  impression  was 
that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  find 
cases  in  which  landlords  had  succeeded  in 
putting  the  clause  into  operation.  Observe 
what  would  be  done  under  this  Amend- 
ment. He  understood  that  the  mover 
piroposed,  not  only  to  allow  these  resump- 
tions, but  to  allow  advances  to  be  made 
for  the  purpose  of  resumption,  and  that 
the  power  of  resumption  should  be  allowed 
in  the  case  of  a  holding  which  the  landlord 
had  thought  fit  not  to  sell  when  he  sold 
the  rest  of  the  estate.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  that  was  an  arrangement  that  would 
lend  itself,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  to  a  great 
deal  of  misconception,  and  that  it  would 
be  precisely  the  kind  of  clause  whick 
would  be  open  to  the  objection  that  it 
would  be  the  means  of  creating  a  source 
of  friction  between  landlord  and  tenant. 
Unless  the  noble  Lord  was  able  to  show 
that  that  would  not  be  the  effect  of  the 
Amendment,  he  could  not  help  hoping  that, 
he  would  not  press  it. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  said  the  noble 
Marquess  had  taken  an  entirely 
wrong  view  of  the  Amendment.  Ail 
the^  asked  was  that  the  powers 
which  landlords  now  possessed  should 
be  extended  to  them  under  this  Bill. 
They  asked  that  the  word  '* estate'* 
should  bear  the  meaning  in  this  Bill 
that  it  bore  in  the  existing  Act. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
that  what  had  urged  them  to  move  this. 
Amendment  was  this,  that  the  dedsion 
in  the  Courts  was  at  variance  with  tlie 
intentions  of  the  Legislature  when  the 
Act  of  1881  was  passed.  They  were 
anxious  that  they  should  have  what  the 
ramers  of  that  Act  meant  to  give  them. 

The  Duke  OF  DEVONSHIEE:  I  do 
not  think  there  can  be  any  doubt  that 
this   proposal  would  be  a  considerable 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


309 


Irish 


{7  August  1903} 


Laiid  BUI. 


310 


alteration  of  the  present  Land  Acts. 
The  object  of  this  Bill,  although  it  may 
deal  in  some  minor  particulars  with  the 
existing  Land  Acts,  is  to  bring  about 
purchases.  Its  object  is  not  to  amend 
the  existing  Land  Acts,  and  therefore  I 
should  be  inclined  to  think  that  this 
Amendment  was  out  of  the  proper 
scope  of  the  Bill.  The  arrangements 
which  have  been  indicated,  as  those  which 
it  is  desired  to  gire  the  landlord  the 
power  of  effecting  under  this  clause,  are 
arrangements  which,  in  our  opinion, 
may  be  greatly  facilitated  by  the  powers 
given  under  the  second  clause  of  the 
Bill.  The  landlord  under  that  clause 
will  have  the  power  of  selling  any  un- 
tenanted land  in  his  possession,  and 
that,  surely,  will  give  him  in  the  most 
desirable  way,  by  a  process  of  voluntary 
arrangement,  the  means  for  bringing 
about  any  such  rectifications  of  the 
land  which  he  retains  in  his  own  hands 
as  may  be  desired.  At  the  same  time, 
it  would  be  much  more  desirable,  and 
equally  efiicacious,  that  this  re  arrange- 
ment of  boundaries  should  be  effected  in 
that  way  rather  than  by  the  drastic 
alterations  of  the  provisions  of  the  ex- 
isting Land  Acts  proposed  in  the 
Amendment. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  doubted  whether 
Clause  2  of  the  Bill  gave  landlords  any 
such  power. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  Clause 
2  gives  the  landlord  power  to  sell 
to  the  Commissioners  untenanted  land. 
That  land  can  be  made  into  holdings, 
which  can  be  exchanged  for  any  ex- 
isting holding  which  the  landlord  wishes 
to  get  into  his  own  hands. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  said  they  would 
have  no  power  of  compelling  the  Land 
Commission  to  return  the  land  to 
them.  They  were  only  asking  in  the 
Amendment  for  what  was  already  the  law, 
H'ith  the  sliji^ht  addition  that  the  word 
''estate"  should  be  extended  to  mean  the 
estate  of  the  landlord  as  well  as  of 
his  tenant. 

Viscount  TEMPLETOWN  said  the 
proposed  new  clause  was  purely  permis- 
sive, and  he  could  not  see  that  the  tenants 
were  likely  to  suffer  by  giving  the  Land 
Commission  the  power  proposed. 


♦The  Marquess  of  LAN8D0WNE 
said  he  had  misunderstood  the  intention 
of  the  noble  Lord.  He  was  under  the 
impression  that  he  meant  that  advances 
should  be  made,  but  he  gathered  that 
that  was  not  his  intention. 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  again  sug- 
gested the  addition  of  the  words  "  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  a  rensale 
under  Clause  3.''  The  proposed  new 
clause  as  he  suggested  it  should  be 
amended,  would  read — 

"  The  word  '  estate '  in  Section  5  of  the  Act 
of  1881  shall  include  such  lands  of  a  landlord 
as  are  retained  by  bim  or  re-purchased  upon 
any  sale  of  an  estate  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts,  includlDK  this  Act,  and  the  Land  Coui- 
mission  may,  tor  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
a  re-sale  under  Clause  3  of  this  Act,  authorise 
a  resumption  under  the  said  section,  notwith- 
standing that  the  holding  in  respect  of  which 
such  resumption  is  authorised  is  held  at  a 
judicial  rent  fixed  for  a  first  or  subsequent 
statutory  term." 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND said  this  would  be  introducing 
considerable  doubt  into  the  construction 
of  existing  Acts.  He  well  remembered 
the  keen  dSscussions  upon  the  power  of 
resumption  in  connection  with  the  Act 
of  1881.  The- power  of  resumption  was 
then  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate, 
and  a  very  broad  meaning  was  given  to 
the  word  "estate."  It  was  obvious  that 
the  Amendment  would  make  a  very 
substantial  change,  and  would  be  at 
variance  with  the  construction  intended 
by  the  Act  of  1881.  He  entirely  repud 
ated  the  suggestion  of  Lord  Donough 
more,  that  they  were  to  seek  for  the 
intention  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  not 
in  its  words,  but  in  some  casual  speech 
that  was  made  in  the  debate  upon  it. 
He  did  not  know  how  they  could  insist 
upon  that.^  What  the  noble  Lord  had 
in  his  mind  was  this,  that  when  the 
Land  Commissioners  were  approached 
and  were  asked  whether  they  would 
sanction  resumption,  that  that  should 
be  done  at  the  time  when  negotiations 
were  in  progress  for  the  re-purchase  by 
the  landlord  of  his  demesne.  It  could 
hardly  be  that  that  could  work  out, 
because,  when  the  landlord  had  sold  and 
was  in  the  process  of  buying  back  his 
demesne,  that  could  hardly  be  the  moment 
when,  as  the  noble  Earl  suggested,  the 
mind  of  the  Land  Commission  should 
be  directed  to  these  terms  of  resumption. 
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He  could  not  say  how  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners would  deal  with  it.  Then 
came  in  the  objection  of  the  noble 
Marquess.  They  were  seeking  to  apply 
these  great  powers  to  every  case.  Sup- 
pose they  were  dealing  with  a  case  where 
the  whole  estate,  except  certain  holdings, 
had  been  sold  under  the  Bill ;  then  they 
would  be  in  this  position — that  it  might 
be  that  the  owner  might  be  open  to  the 
charge  that  he  had  lett  out  of  his  agree- 
ment with  the  Estates  Commissioners 
certain  holdings  in  regard  to  which  he 
wished  afterwards  to  ask  from  the 
Estates  Commissioners  a  power  of 
resumption,  and  that,  if  he  had 
not  intended  to  ask  for  the  power  of 
resumption,  he  would  have  included 
in  his  agreement  for  sale,  and  would 
have  sold  to  the  tenanta  Therefore  this 
was  open  to  a  criticism  of  a  personal 
character.  He  objected  to  it  on  the 
broad  ground  that  it  was  unwise 
to  seek  to  make  in  this  Bill,  and  under 
those  conditions,  a  change  in  the  Land 
Act  of  1881. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  said  the  Land  Act 
of  1881  had  been  so  often  referred  to 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to  read  the 
portion  referred  to — 

"  During  the  continnanoe  of  a  statutory  term 
in  a  tenancy,  save  as  hereinafter  provided,  the 
Court  may,  on  the  application  of  the  landlord, 
and  upon  being  satisfied  that  he  is  desirous  of 
resuminsr  the  holding  or  part  thereof  for  some 
TeaaonaDle  or  sufficient  purpose  having  relation 
to  the  good  of  the  holding  or  of  the  Estate." 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  it  struck 
him  they  hid  gone  too  much  into  small 
legal  details,  and  had  thus  lost  sight  of 
the  broader  question.  The  object  of 
the  Bin,  as  he  understood  it,  was  to 
induce  landlords  to  sell,  and  then  to 
induce  those  who  had  sold  to  remain  in 
Ireland,  if  possible,  and  therefore  to 
allow  them  to  buy  back  their  demesnes. 
Lord  Templetown*s  only  desire  was  to 
empower  them  to  say  to  the  landlord 
who  desired  to  purchase  back  his  de 
mesne,  that  they  had  now  power  to  utilise 
the  Act  of  1881  to  allow  him  to  resume 
for  the  benefit  of  his  demesne  and  for 
the  benefit  of  his  tenants,  to  whom  he 
was  selling  such  and  such  a  holding, 
giving  the  tenant  of  that  holding  com- 
pensation for  the  resum;tion  of  it. 
That  was  the  broad  view. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 


♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
said  he  admitted  that  he  had  not  at 
first  accurately  apprehended  the  inten- 
tion with  which  this  Amendment  was 
moved.  He  understood  it  now,  but  a 
closer  acquaintance  with  that  intention 
did  not  make  him  more  favourably  dis- 
posed towards  it.  The  *'  estate  "  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  1881  had  now 
disappeared.  They  had  now  to  deal,  not 
withanestate,  buta  re-purchased  demesne. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  disagreed,  for  the 
reason  that  this  might  have  occurred 
before  the  sale. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  :  It 
was  said  that  for  the  purpose  of  improv- 
ing the  demesne,  whether  re-purchased 
or  not,  a  power  should  be  given  of  re- 
sumption similar  to  the  powergiven  imder 
the  Act  of  1881  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving an  estate,  as  it  was  understood  in 
the  Act  of  1881.  Not  only  was  that  the 
case,  but  for  the  purpose  of  resumption 
the  noble  Lord  wished  to  do  away  with 
the  limitation  to  be  foimd  in  the  Act  of 
1881,  which  prevented  these  resumptions 
from  taking  place  during  the  first  judicial 
term.  That  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  verv 
dfloigerous  addition  to  graft  on  this  Bill, 
and  he  could  not  accept  it. 

♦Lord  INCHIQUIN  quoted  the  5th  and 
6th  Sections  of  the  Act  of  1881,  which 
met,  he  said,  the  last  objection  of  the 
noble  Marquess  that  the  limitation  was 
done  away  with. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMOEE  said 
be  thought  he  had  been  understood  to 
impugn  a  judgment  of  the  Courts  of 
Dubhn.  He  wished  to  say  that  that  de- 
cision was  given  by  one  of  the  most  learned 
and  impartial  Judges  in  Ireland,  and  he 
had  no  intention  of  impugning  it.  He  also 
understood  that,  from  a  legal  point  of 
view,  the  debates  of  this  House  or  another 
place  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  inter- 
pretation of  an  Act  of  Parliament.  At 
the  same  time  they  thought  it  was  rather 
hard  that  they  had  not  received  what 
Mr.  Gladstone  stated  be  wanted  them  to 
receive.  It  was  from  Mr.  Gladstone's 
speech  that  they  bad  gathered  what  thi^ 
word  "estate"  meant  when  th'»  Act  ^i 
1881  was  carried. 
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Lord  ORANMOEE  and  BROWNE 
said  that  most  landlords  were  anxious  to 
sell  to  their  tenants,  hut  many  had  one 
or  two  holdings  running  into  their 
demesnes,  and  unless  they  could  retain 
those  holdings,  or  acquire  possession  of 
them  in  some  way,  they  would  not  he  ahle 
to  sell  at  all. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said  there  had 
heen  so  much  sympathy  expressed  for 
this  Amendment  that  he  would  ask  the 
Government  if  they  could  not  accept  it, 
whether  they  could  see  if  this  point  could 
not  be  met.  He  hoped  they  might  see 
their  way  on  Report  to  brin^  up  a  clause 
which  should  meet  the  demand  now 
being  made.  He  saw  the  objection  to  the 
clause  as  moved,  and  the  objection  to 
meeting  the  demand  in  that  way,  but,  if 
^e  Government  could  see  their  way  to 
do  80,  he  hoped  they  would  bring  up  a 
dause  on  Report. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  said  it 
was  no  use  to  have  a  hard  and  fast  rule 
of  this  kind.  One  of  the  objects  of  the 
Bill  was  to  retain  the  landlord  in  Ireland, 
and  if  they  took  away  the  advantage  he 
would  have  by  having  a  more  or  less  snug 
little  demesne  they  would  do  away  with 
the  effect  of  this  Bill.  They  would 
prevent  landlords  from  selling  and  the 
tenants  from  selling,  and  would  not  be 
able  to  carry  out  the  effect  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill  in  the  same  satisfactory 
manner  as  they  would  if  the  Government 
listened  to  the  demands  of  the  noble  Lord 
and  gave  way  in  this  slight  measure. 

LoBD  CLONBROCK  said  he  could  not 
divest  his  mind  of  the  idea  that  the 
Government  thought  that  there  was  some 
deep-laid  plan,  some  insidious  design^ 
about  this  Amendment.  It  was  not  that 
they  were  anxious  to  obtain  vast  tracts  of 
land  and  divert  them  from  the  purposes 
of  this  BiU. 

♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND  said  without  affecting  to  deal 
with  the  limits  of  what  the  object  of 
this  Amendment  was,  he  could  not  help 
«nteiing  a  protest  against  the  meaning  of 
the  wora  "^estate  "  as  given  to  it  in  the  Act 
of  1881.  For  aught  he  knew  to  the 
contrary  this  was  a  wise  and  proper  thing 
to  do,  but  not  in  this  way.  The  effort  to 
do  it  in  this  way  might  produce  a  greater 
effect  than  the  noble  Loi-ds  contemplated. 


They  were  giving  a  particular  meaning  to 
the  word  "  estate,"  not  only  in  the  Act 
which  they  were  enacting,  but  a  different 
meaning  to  that  which  was  ^ven  to  it  in 
the  Act  of  1881,  in  which  it  had,  as  he 
understood,  been  given  a  different  mean- 
ing to  that  which  had  been  given  to  it  by 
the  Judges  in  Dublin.  He  did  not  address 
himself  to  the  merits  of  th^  Amendment, 
he  merely  desired  to  suggest  to  the  noble 
Lord  that  it  would  not  be  wise  to  blindly 
make  such  a  revolutionary  concession  as 
this. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  thought  the 
speech  of  the  learned  Lord  Chancellor 
was  an  excellent  argument  for  adopting 
the  course  he  had  suggested.  It  was  only 
a  few  moments  ago  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  read  the  clause  of  the  Act  of  18^ 
with  the  very  expression  which  was  in- 
tended. The  word  in  the  Act  of  1881 
was  given  the  same  meaning. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
have  no  objection  to  undertake  to  recon- 
sider this  question  on  Report,  but  I  cannot 
undertake  what  the  noble  Lord  has 
suggested,  which  is  to  deal  with  it.  In 
our  opinion  we  shall  not  find  any  way 
out  of  the  difficulty  in  any  of  the  wavs 
that  have  been  suggested,  should  we  be 
able  to  deal  with  this  question  at  all. 
But  we  can  undertake  to  carefully  con- 
sider what  has  been  said  as  to  the  Act  of 
1881,  in  connection  with  this  Act,  and  see 
whether  we  can  devise  anything  to  meet 
the  point  so  strongly  pressed  by  the  noble 
Lord  behind  me.  In  my  opinion,  the 
object  this  Amendment  has  in  view  must, 
in  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  be  provided 
for  by  voluntarjr  arrangement  and  ex- 
change, which  IS  the  course  which  the* 
noble  Lord  seemed  to  wish  to  be  em- 
powered to  adopt.  I  do  not  know 
whether  there  is  anv  other  object  in  the 
Amendment,  but  the  object  spoken  of, 
generally  speaking,  is  to  recover  some 
holding  wnich  inconveniently  juts 
into  the  demesne  and  causes  incon- 
venience thereby.  If  the  owner 
were  given  the  power  which  is  asked 
for,  of  resuming  such  a  holding,  he  would 
have  to  pay  a  very  heavy  compensation 
for  it.  That  was  provided  by  the  Act  of 
1881,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would 
be  a  very  much  more  satisfactory  thing 
for  all  parties  if  it  could  be  dealt  with  by 
a  system  of  exchange. 
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Lord  CLONBROCK  said  that  it  might 
be  that  the  landlord  had  no  land  which 
he  could  exchange. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  appealed  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  see  if  he  could  not 
devise  before  Report  some  clause  which 
would  meet  this  suggestion. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN asked  if  theGovem- 
ment  would  look  at  the  case  again  and 
try  and  draft  some  clause  to  meet  them. 

Viscount  TEMPLETOWN  asked 
whether  the  Government  were  giving  their 
undertaking  to  try  and  frame  such  a 
clause  as  would  meet  with  universal 
approval;  if  so,  he  would  withdraw  the 
clause. 

^E  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  do 
nol  think  I  can  extend  the  answer  I  gave 
that  we  would  consider  the  arguments 
that  have  been  used.  I  could  not  give 
any  pledge  which  would  commit  me  to 
the  opinion  that  we  could  adopt  the 
proposal  that  has  been  made  by  the  noble 
Loni  Of  course  if  the  Amendment  is 
pressed  we  are  released  from  our  under- 
taking. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  move 
that  Lord  Balfour  do  take  the  Chair. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Clause  55. 

Amendments  moved — 

**  Id  page  29,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  require '  and  insert  the  words  '  request  to  be 
•furnished  with.' 

"  In  line  26,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
<  holding '  to  the  word  '  an '  in  line  27,  and  in- 
sert the  words  *  in  respect  of  which.' 

"  In  line  27,  after  the  word  *  Acts '  to  insert 
the  words  *has  been  made.'"— (iTAe  Duke  of 
Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  55,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  56. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  the  words 
he  proposed  to  insert  in  the  new  sub-section 
he  intended  to  move  were  merely  words 
to  simplify  the  work  of  the  Bosurd,  and 


he  felt  certain  that  this  would  be  acquiesced 
in  by  the  Grovemment.  He  wished  in  the 
last  paragraph  to  add  at  the  end— "And 
the  same  shall  be  payable  by  the  Land 
Commission  to  the  vendor."  The  object 
of  those  words  was  only  to  make  the 
matter  a  little  clearer. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  30,  line  34,  after  the  word  '  matter ' 
to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words '  In  the 
cases  of  sales  to  tenants  other  than  sales  by  the 
Land  Commission  or  sales  by  the  Land  Jodge^ 
the  date  at  which  interest  on  the  purchase- 
money  payable  under  Sub-section  2  of  Section 
35  of  the  Act  of  1896,  shall  begin  to  be  nayable 
shall  be— (a)  If  the  agreement  for  puronase  be 
made  on  any  first  day  of  May  or  first  day  of 
November,  mnn  the  aate  of  such  agreement ; 
(b)  In  all  other  cases  from  a  date  to  be  speci- 
fied in  the  agreement,  and  not  beins  earlier 
than  the  gale  day  immediately  preceding  the 
date  of  asreement,  and  the  same  shall  be  pay- 
able by  tne  Land  Commission  to  the  vendor.  '* 
{Lord  Castletown). 

♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND  said  his  noble  friend  had 
said  that  his  object  was  to  obtain 
clearness,  and  no  doubt  that  was  80,, 
but  he  did  not  know  that  there  was 
any  object  gained,  or  any  purpose  served, 
by  the  proposal.  Sub-section  2  of  Sec- 
tion 35  of  the  Act  of  1896  stated  that 
the  interest  should  start  from  the  date 
of  the  agreement,  and  if  the  parties  chose 
to  date  their  agreement  the  1st  of  May 
or  the  1st  of  November  the  interest 
would  start  from  that  date. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN:  But  suppose 
the  agreement  was  dated  on  the  Ist  of 
Julyl 

♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND:  Then  the  interest  would 
run  from  that  date. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  :  No;  it  would 
then  come  back  to  May  and  November. 

♦The  IORD  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND :  The  date  of  the  agreement 
regulates  the  first  payment. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  pointed  out 
that  the  gale  day  was  the  Ist  of  May- 
Supposing  a  sale  were  made  on  the  1st 
of  February,  the  gale  day  being  the  Ist 
of  May,  the  landlord  would  not  be  able  to 
receive  any  interest  until  the  Ist  of  the 
November  following,  and  in  that  case  he 
would  be  out  of  his  interest  for  nine 
months. 
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♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND :  I  think  that  the  agreement 
should  regulate  matters. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  56,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  57. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  that  the 
Amendment  which  was  down  in  his 
name  upon  the  Paper  was  practically  the 
same  as  that  put  down  by  the  noble 
Duke  to  come  in  after  Clause  58.  The 
noble  Duke's  clause  was  more  ample  and 
so  he  would  not  moTehis  clause,  he  would 
withdraw  it 

Clause  57  agreed  to. 

Clause  58  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  said 
that  this  clause  was  to  provide  power  to 
ratify  exchange  of  land  in  certain  cases. 
It  was  a  clause  suggested  by  the  Judge 
of  the  Land  Court 

Amendment  moved — 

"After  Clause  58  to  insert  as  a  new 
clans©:  *(1.)  Where,  in  the  course  of  pro- 
ceedings for  the  sale  under  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  (Ireland)  Act,  1858,  or  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  of  an  estate  it  appears 
that  the  owner  or  any  tenants  of  holdings  on 
the  estate  are  in  occupation  of  portions  of  an 
adjoining  estate,  and  that  the  owner  or  any 
tenants  of  holdings  on  the  adjoining  estate 
are  in  occupation  of  portions  of  the  first- 
mentioned  estate,  whether  such  exchange  of 
occufNation  is  the  result  of  an  amement  or  is 
occasioned  hy  the  alteration  of  the  course  of  a 
stream,  or  otherwise,  the  Land  Judge  or  the 
Jadicial  Conunissioner,  as  the  case  may  he, 
may,  if  he  thinks  it  expedient,  with  the  consent 
of  the  owners  of  the  respective  estates,  make 
an  order  ratifying  the  exchange,  and  the  order 
or  a  map  or  ^lan  annexed  thereto  shall  show 
the  lands  given  and  taken  in  exchange 
respectively.  (2.)  The  lands  taken  upon  any 
sadh  exchange  shall  be  deemed  to  he  held  by 
the  same  tenure,  and  shall,  without  any 
conveyance  or  other  assurance  in  relation 
thereto,  go  and  enure  to  and  upon  the  same 
uses  and  trusts  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
rents,  conditions,  charges  and  incumbrances, 
as  the  land  given  upon  such  exchange  would 
have  stood  limited  upon,  and  been  suDJect  to, 
if  the  order  had  not  been  made  ;  and  the  land 
given  upon  such  exchange  shall  be  deemed  to 
Be  held  by  the  same  tenure  and  shall  without  any 
conveyance  or  other  assurance  in  relation  there- 
to, go  and  enure  to  and  upon  the  same  uses  and 
tmsts  and  be  subiect  to  the  same  rents,  condi- 
tions, charges  and  incumbrances,  as  the  land 
taken  upon  such  exchange  would  have  stood 
limited  upon  and  been  subject  to  if  the  order 


had  not  been  made.  (3. )  All  rights  and  remedies 
for  recovery  of  rents  payable  in  respect  of  either 
portion  of  the  lands  so  exchanged  shall  be 
exercisable  in  respect  of  and  may  be  pursued 
against  the  lands  given  or  taken  upon  such 
exchange  as  the  case  may  be,  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  might  theretofore  have  been 
exercised  or  pursued  against  the  lands- 
originally  liable  thereto.^"— (TA^  Duke  of 
Devonshire, ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  59. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  32,  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*the,'  and  insert  the  word  *a..'*'—{The  Duke^ 
of  Devoiishirt. ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  DEOGHEDA  said  the 
reason  they  were  desirous  of  having 
the  words  he  now  proposed  to  move  in- 
serted was  that  a  great  number  of  estates^ 
were  held  under  very  old  patents,  going 
back  in  some  cases  as  far  as  Henry  VIL 
and  earlier,  containing  clauses  for  the 
reversion  to  the  Crown  in  default  of  male 
heirs.  The  chances  of  there  being  any 
such  reversion  were  practically  groundless,, 
yet  the  Crown  persistently  maintained 
their  right.  The  cost  of  the  redemption 
of  such  reversions  in  the  case  of  impor- 
tant rights  sometimes  amounted  to  a  con- 
siderable siun — in  some  cases  1  per  cent, 
of  the  total  revenue.  These  claims  were 
now  practically  surrendered  by  the  Crown^ 
but  they  had  been  re-asserted  by  a  Board 
called  the  Commissioners  of  Woods^ 
Forests,  and  Land  Revenue,  and  they 
could  have  estates  valued  and  bring  these 
claims,  and  they  were  privileged  to  the 
exemption  from  costs  in  cases  where  they 
failed  to  substantiate  their  claim,  except 
where  they  were  represented  by  the 
Attorney-General.  This  exemption  from 
costs  was  objected  to  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  it  was  understood  that  the 
Grovemment  had  yielded  the  point,  but 
when  the  Report  stage  came  on  it  was. 
found  that  no  concession  had  been  made^ 
and  he  therefore  asked  that  it  might  be 
made  now.  There  were  two  ways  in 
which  this  concession  could  be  made- 
One  was  to  render  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenue  liable 
to  costs  when  defeated  when  they  were 
represented  by  their  own  counsel,  and  the 
other  by  providing  that  they  should 
always  be  represented  by  the  Attorney- 
General.     He  begged  to  move. 
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Amendment  moved- 


"  In  page  32,  after  Sub-section  (7)  to  insert  as 
«  new  Bub-section  *  (8)  In  €l11  cases  in  which  the 
Commissioners  of  Woods,  Forests,  and  Land 
Bevenue  are  parties  to  any  proceeding  in  the 
High  Court  or  the  Land  Commission,  the 
Court  or  Judge  shall  have  power  to  award 
costs  to  or  against  said  Commissioners.' " — (The 
Earl  of  Droghedct, ) 

Lord  ROBERTSON  said  it  seemed  an 
anomalous  state  of  things  that  when  the 
Crown  were  represented  by  the  Attorney- 
General  they  should  be  liable  to  costs 
and  that  when  they  were  represented  by 
other  counsel  they  should  not  be  liable. 
A  noble  Lord  said  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  Gk>vernment  would  find 
that  this  was  very  much  a  matter  of  form. 
The  old  rule  that  the  Crown  bears  the  costs 
had  been  entirely  done  away  with.  The 
Government  coidd  have  no  desire  except 
that  the  costs  should  follow  the  unsuccess- 
ful party,  and  if  they  held  on  to  this  then 
they  said  with  confidence  that  the  desires 
of  the  landlords  should  be  satisfied,  and 
that  there  should  be  no  game  of  hide-and- 
seek  amongst  the  Government  officials, 
some  of  whom  were  liable  and  others  not. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND  expressed  himself  as 
being  unable  to  see  what  vestige  of 
•connection  there  was  between  this 
Amendment  and  the  Land  Purchase 
Act ;  it  might  be  that  the  Commissioners 
of  Woods  and  Forests  should  not  have 
-exemption  from  costs  if  the  Court 
thought  they  ought  to  pay  them,  but 
what  it  had  to  do  with  the  question  of 
land  sale  he  could  not  see.  It  was  quite 
true  under  a  special  Act  of  Parliament 
-where  the  Crown  was  represented  by  the 
Attorney-General  a  different  rule  pre- 
vailed. The  practice  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Woods  and  Forests  was,  he  believed, 
that  in  a  proper  case  they  were  willing 
to  do  what  was  right.  He  saw  what 
the  noble  Lord  sought  to  remedy,  and 
would  see  if  it  could  be  dealt  with  before 
Report. 

♦Lord  DUNBOYNE  reminded  the 
Lord  Chancellor  that  the  Land  Com- 
missioners would  have  the  distribution  of 
the  purchase  money,  and  that  when  it  came 
to  be  said  who  was  to  have  the  money 
the  Commissioners  of  Woods,  Forests  and 
Land  Revenue  would  have  a  look  in  and 
•claim  in  right  of  the  Crown ;  therefore,  it 
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seemed  to  him  that  this  Amendment  was 
germane  to  the  matter  in  hand.  However, 
he  would  withdraw  it. 


Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  59,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

*' After  CUuse  59,  to  insert  as  a  new 
clause  the  words,  *Whpn  any  quit  rent 
or  other  perpetual  rent  payable  to  the 
Crown  or  any  portion  thereof  has  been  for  a 
period  of  not  less  than  twenty  years,  or  is, 
under  the  provisions  of  any  contract,  paid  in 
respect  of  any  lands,  such  rent,  or  portion 
thereof,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  aeemed 
to  be  charged  on  those  lands  whether  origin- 
ally so  charged  or  not.'  "—{The  Duke  of  Devon- 
shtre.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  60. 

Amendment  moved — 


•In 


line   36,    after    the    word 


__    page   S_,  _-, 

balance  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  tne 
wordd,  *(3)  Where  in  the  like  case  the 
Court  is  satisfied  that  the  land  sold  is 
entitled  to  be  indemnified  agiinst  any  claim 
in  respect  of  a  superior  interest  by  other  lands, 
and  that  the  other  lands  are  a  sufficient  secori^ 
therefor,  the  Court  may,  upon  such  terms  (u 
any)  and  in  such  manner  as  appears  equitable, 
exclusively  charge  the  whole  of  the  superior 
interest  upon  the  other  lands.  (4)  The  fore- 
going provisioiis  of  this  section  shall  apply 
with  the  necessary  niodificatioos  to  any  supe- 
rior interest  or  portion  thereof  aflfecting  the 
land  sold,  or  to  the  redemption  money  of  such 
interest  or  portion,  as  if  the  same  were  land 
sold,*  **— (7%e  D^ike  oj  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  the  next 
was  a  very  simple  Amendment,  and  car- 
ried out  a  consequential  Amendment 
moved  previously  by  Lord  Templetown. 
He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  32,  Hoe  39,  after  the  word  *  Crovm  ' 
to  insert  the  words  •  Court  in  this  section 
means  the  Land  Judge  or  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioner as  the  case  may  be.' " — {Lord  Castle- 
toton.) 

♦The  MARQUESsoFLANSDOWNEsaid 
j  as  at  present  advised  he  understood  this 
I  Amendment  to  be  unnecessary.  The  ex- 
I  pression,  that  the  Court  must  oe  the  L&nd 
I  Conmiissioner  or  the  Land  Judge  as  the 
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case  might  be,  was  absolutely  unnecessary, 
because  if  the  case  was  one  of  law  it 
would  naturally  be  settled  by  the  Judicial 
Commissioner,  but  if  it  was  a  question  of 
fact  or  value  then  it  seemed  a  pity  to 
trouble  the  Judicial  Commissioner. 

L«>RD  CASTLETOWN  thought  it 
would  be  lust  as  well  to  use  the  powers 
of  the  Juoicial  Commissioner  as  much  as 


The  lord  CHANCiauLOR  of 
Irsland  :  So  they  are,  he  is  worked  to 
death. 

On  Question,  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Clause  60,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  61. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said 
the  Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of 
the  noble  Duke  was  merely  a  drafting 
Amendment.  The  sub-section  was  not 
necessary,  and  its  retention  in  the  Bill 
would  only  be  misleading. 

Amendment  moved — 

3,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  3."— 
{The  3farques8  of  Lansdoume), 


'lu  page  ; 
le  Sfarque, 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Clause  61,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  62. 

*The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE 
said  that  his  Amendment  to  this 
clause  would  come  in  line  17,  in- 
stead of  line  19.  The  Government  had 
consented  to  alter  the  words  in  line 
17  and  leave  out  the  words  "therein 
mentioned  "  and  insert  the  words  "  of  the 
superior  interests."  He  was  much  obliged 
to  the  Government,  and  therefore  should 
not  move  his  Amendment  on  line  19,  but 
move  to  omit  the  words  "  therein  men- 
tioned "  and  insert  the  words  "  of  a 
superior  interest." 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  33,  line  17,  to  omit  the  words 
*  therein  mentioned  *  in  order  to  insert  the 
words  *  of  a  superior  interest.*" — {The  Earl  of 
Oonoughmare,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  the  object 
of  this  Amendment  was  that  where  the^ 
superior  interest  was  dealt  with,  the  v^lue^ 
of  the  redemption  should  be  fixed  by  the 
Judge,  who  dealt  with  it,  on  such  lines 
that  the  owner  of  the  superior  interests- 
might  have  the  advantage  of  finding  that,, 
on  the  superior  interest  so  redeemed,  he 
would  receive  roughly  the  same  rate  of 
income  he  had  received  in  the  past. 
Noble  Lords  of  England  and  Scotlana  did 
not  realise  what  these  superior  interests- 
were,  but  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 
knew  that  they  were  extremely  valuable. 
There  might  be  land  to  the  value  of  £4 
in  the  tenancy  of  a  middleman,  but  out 
of  the  redemption  price  of  that  land  the 
landlord  would  receive  a  very  much  less 
sum  of  money  for  his  £4  than  he  had 
been  receiving  out  ef  the  land,  which 
would  be  very  unfair.  Superior  interests 
were  as  good  security  as  Consols  or 
better,  as  they  were  less  variable.  Should 
they  be  redeemed  at  a  less  price  than 
what  the  lands  of  the  inferior  interests 
were  sold  at,  and  the  middleman  benefits 
by  the  action  and  nobody  else  ?  This 
Amendment  carried  out  the  whole  spirit 
of  the  Bill.  The  spirit  of  the  Bill  of  the 
Land  Conference,  upon  which  the  Bill  was- 
based,  was  that  the  owner  of  the  income^ 
should  receive,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the 
same  income  that  he  was  receiving  when 
the  Bill  passed  into  law.  If  these 
superior  interests  were  redeemed  at  the 
low  rates  they  had  been,  the  interests  of 
the  superior  owner  would  be  seriously 
hurt.  He  would  ask  the  Government  to 
agree  to  this  Amendment,  which  was  a 
very  fair  one,  and  leave  it  entirely  to  the 
Land  Judge  to  decide  what  the  price  of 
the  redemption  should  be.  Lord  Belmore 
had  asked  him  to  insert  a  few  words  at 
the  end  of  this  clause,  and  after  he  had 
heard  what  the  Gk)vemment  had  said,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  insert  them.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  {Mige  33,  line  19,  after  the  word 
*  be  *  to  insert  the  words  *  and  in  determin- 
ing such  price,  regard  shall  be  had 
to  the  rate  of  interest  which  might  be 
obtained  upon  such  redemption  price  if  the 
same  were  invested  in  trustees*  securities."* — 
{Lord  Castletoum.) 


The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said  that 
before  the  noble  Lord  answered  he 
would   like  to    say  a  word    as    to  the 
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fK)sition   of   the   owner  of    superior  in- 
terests.    He  happened  to  be  the  owner 
of  superior  interests,  and  he  also  had  to 
pay  head-rents  to  other  people.     It  so 
iiappened  in  one  case  that  his  head-rent 
was  so  much  in  excess  of  what  he  got 
out  of  the  land  that  not  only  would  it 
take  all  the   purchase   money  of   that 
piece  of  land,  and  the  whole  of  the  bonus, 
which  he  would  not  object  to,   but  he 
would  have  to  put  his  hand  into  his  own  ; 
pocket  and  add  to  it,  if  the  person  to 
whom  he  paid  that  head- rent  was  to  get 
the  same  income  if  it  was  to  be  invested 
at  3  per  cent,  and  what  would  make 
-the  case  more  hard  was  that  the  gentle- 
man who    would   receive    this    money 
would  not  invest  it  at  3  per  cent.,  but 
would  use  it  to  pay  off  a  mortgage  for 
which  he  was  paying  5  per  cent.     He 
<)uite  agreed    that    the   head   landlord 
should  get  all  the  land  was  worth,  but 
iio  man  should  pay  more  money  than  he 
was  getting^  and  in  addition  to  that  a 
43um  he  did  not  owe. 


♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND  said  he  thought  there 
was  considerable  danger  from  the 
^oint  of  view  of  the  noble  Lord  who 
desired  to  ipsert  the  words.  It  was  a 
great  responsibility  to  be  called  upon  to 
fix  the  value  of  such  a  special  and  pre- 
-ferential  interest,  and  therefore  it  was 
•that  the  tribunal  selected  was  the  best 
and  highest  that  could  be  named.  In 
other  Acts  of  Parliament  it  was  left 
to    arbitration,    and    never    had    they 

fot  so  fair  a  system  as  this  of  the  two 
udges  named.  If  they  went  and  told 
them,  instead  of  leaving  it  as  the  Bill 
left  it,  to  look  to  them  to  see  that  a  fair 
sum  was  given,  that  they  were  to  consider 
one  element,  and  only  one  element,  they 
would  inevitably  imperil  theii  taking  a 
broader  view. 


immediately  arose.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  derogatory  to  these  eminent  Judges 
to  suggest  to  them  that  they  should  carry 
out  the  spirit  of  the  Bill,  and  that  the 
men  whose  superior  interests  were  re- 
deemed should  receive  as  much  as  they 
received  from  their  superior  interests 
before  they  were  redeemed.  It  was 
the  same  thing  all  the  way  through 
the  piece.  It  had  always  been, 
"If  you  leave  it  to  the  Judges 
it  will  be  all  right."  What  had  they  heard 
as  to  the  resumption  of  the  holdings? 
They  read  in  the  Act  of  1881  that  these 
holdings  should  be  resumed,  but  it  wa«* 
"  leave  it  to  the  Judges  "  and  they  were 
not  resumed. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND  :  I  repudiate  ever  having  said 
anything  of  the  sort. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  that  was 
so,  but  that  was  the  result — that  was  the 
spirit  of  the  Bill,  and  it  was  discarded. 
He  should  not  press  this  Amendment  to  a 
division,  but  it  did  appear  to  him  to  be  a 
most  extraordinary  thing,  that  whenever 
an  Amendment  was  moved  to  carry  out 
the  spirit  of  the  Bill,  the  noble  Lord  said 
the  Grovernment  could  not  agree  to  it 
because  something  else  might  happen. 

On  Question,  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Clause  62,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  63. 


Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  that  what 
actually  happened  in  fact,  was  that  he  had 
a  superior  interest  which  was  sold,  in 
which  the  Court  fixed  its  value  at  25 
per  cent,  of  the  purchase  price,  so  that 
those  persons  who  had  superior  interests 
received  just  half  the  value  of  their 
superior  interests.  There  were  cases  that 
he  could  quote  where  the  income  from  '\ 
superior  interests  amounted  to  £5,000  or  i  said  the  Amendment  in  the  name  of  the 
£6,000,  and    a  tremendous    diminution  '  Lord  President  was  necessary  in  order  to 

The  Earl  of  Belmwe. 


*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  said 
this  was  a  drafting  Amendment.  It  was 
of  importance  that  the  Land  Commission 
should  have  the  power  conferred  by  the 
clause  for  forcing  a  sale. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  33,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*for  the  non-payment  of  any  sum  due  to 
them. '  "— ( The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. ) 

On  Question,  Amendment   agreed  to. 

.    Clause  63,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  64  agreed  to. 

Clause  65. 

♦The   Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
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provide  for  a  case  in  which  the  Land 
Commission  consented  to  a  portion  of  the 
land  being  sold  to  the  proprietor  of  another 
holding. 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  page  34,  line  6,  after  the  word  '  deposit ' 
to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words  : 
*(3)  Where  any  land  upon  which  portion 
of  a  purchase  annuity  nas  been  arranged 
by  the  Land  Commission  is  conveyed  to 
the  proprietor  of  a  holding  subject  to  a 
purchase  annuity,  that  holding  and  the  land  so 
conveyed  shall  be  deemed  one  holding,  and  of  the 
said  annuity,  and  portion  shall  be  payable  in 
such  manner  and  subject  to  such  conditions  as 
may  be  prescribed. ' " — ( The  Marquess  ofLans- 
doime,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 
hoped  that  the  Gk)vernment  would  be  able 
to  indulge  the  generous  feelings  which 
actuated  them  by  accepting  this  Amend- 
ment. At  present  as  the  Sill  stood  any 
superior  interests  must  be  redeemed  on 
the  sale  of  an  estate.  The  object  of  his 
Amendment  was  to  enable  another  course 
to  be  taken.  If  a  noble  Lord  had  a 
mother  aged  60  with  a  jointure  of 
£1,000,  as  the  Bill  stood,  if  the  estate 
on  which  the  jointure  was  charged  was 
sold,  an  annuity  would  have  to  be  bought 
at  the  cost,  £13,000,  and  this  large  sum 
would  be  for  ever  lost  to  the  inheritants. 
The  sub-clause  which  he  proposed  to 
put  into  the  Bill  would  enable  a  sum 
of  money  sufficient  to  pay  the  jointure  to 
be  put  aside,  and  then  on  the  death  of 
the  tenant  the  capital  sum  would  revert 
to  the  property.  The  case  for  the  Amend- 
ment was  much  stronger  if  instead  of  a 
mother  aged  60  it  was  a  young  step- 
mother, because  in  that  case  a  much 
larger  sum  would  be  required  to  purchase 
the  annuity.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  see  their  way  to  accept 
this  new  clause  he  now  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  34,  after  line  6,  to  insert  as  a  new 
sub-section  the  words  :  *  (3)  The  powers  and 
provisos  for  the  redemption  or  satisfaction  of 
superior  interests  conferred  by  Section  31  of 
the  Act  of  1896  shall  be  varied  and  extended 
40  as  to  enable  the  owner  to  satisfy  a  ter- 
ininable  charge  by  investing  a  capital  sum 
in  investments  authorised  pursuant  to  this 
Act,  the  interest  on  which  >\'i]l  be  sufficient 
to  pay  the  charge,  and  thereupon  the  balance 
of  the  purchase- money  shall  be  discharged 
from  any  lien  in  respect    of    such    superior 


interest,  and  upon  the  termination  of  the 
charge  the  said  capital  sum  so  invested  shall 
revert  to  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the 
benefit  of  the  succession  would  have  accrued 
on  the  death  of  the  annuitant  had  the  estate 
not  been  sold.* ' -(IrOrd  Oranmare  and  Browne. ) 

♦The  Marqttess  of  LANSDOWNE 
said  he  had  been  assured  that  what  the 
noble  Lord  desired  could  be  done  under 
the  existing  law. 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 
said  that  Lord  Wemyss  had  said  it  had 
been  done  but  not  legally. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  he  had  had 
two  or  three  of  these  cases,  and  in  each 
case  had  had  to  put  the  money  into 
settlement. 

On  Question,  Amendment  disagreed  to. 
Clause  65,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  66  agreed  to. 
Clause  67. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  he  had 
two  Amendments  on  this  clause 
both  dealing  with  the  case  of  those 
tenants  who  purchased  their  holdings. 
He  did  not  intend  to  press  them  because 
they  were  very  technical,  and  it  would 
take  a  long  time  to  explain  them.  Their 
object  was  to  bring  into  the  system  the 
principle  to  be  adopted  as  soon  as  a  large 
number  of  tenants  had  purchased.  He 
understood  it  was  proposed  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  next  year  to  deal  with  the  whole 
question,  and  under  the  circumstances 
he  should  not  move  either  clause. 

Clauses  67  and  68  agreed  to. 

Clause  69. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  34,  line  42,  after  the  word  *  may '  to 
insert  the  words  *on  the  application  of  any  person 
interested,  or  without  such  application,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  leave 
out  the  words  *such  authority,  and  insert 
the  words  '  the  Judicial  Commissioner  if  he 
thinks  fit.  *  " — (2  he  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  69,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


327 
Clause  70. 


Iiisk 


{LORDS}  Land  BUL  3S 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  35,  line  17,  after  the  word  *  cent.'  to 
insert  the  words  *per  annum.'  ''—{The  Duke 
of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  70,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  71  agreed  to. 

Clause  72. 

Amendment  moved— 

"  In  page  33,  lino  40,  after  the  word  •  the '  to 
insert  the  words  •  trustees  of  the.' "— (2%«  Duke 
oj  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  72,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  73  agreed  to. 
Clause  74. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  36,  line  18,  after  the  word  *  less'  to 
insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words: 
*  (2)  Snb-seotion  4  of  Section  3  of  this  Act  shall 
apply  in  the  case  of  any  land  in  respect  of 
which  an  advance  is  made  in  pursuance  of  this 
section.*"— (7%e  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  74,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  75  agreed  to. 

Clause  76. 

Amendment  moved— 

"  In  page  36,  line  35,  after  the  word  *  cuttins  * 
to  insert  the  words  *  or  making.' " — (The  Duke 
of  Devonshire. ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  ta 

Clause  76,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  77  to  81  agreed  to. 

Clause  82. 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  page  38,  line  2,  after  the  word  *  Board '  to 
insert  the  words  *  in  lieu  of  the  members  of  the 
Land  Commission  nominated  under  Sub-section 
1  of  Section  34  of  the  Act  of  1891.'"— (3^ 
Duke  of  Devomhire.) 


Clause  82,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  DuKB  OF  DEVONSHIRE:  The 
object  of  the  new  clause  I  now  propose  is 
to  repeal  the  section  which  prevented 
them  spending  any  money  in  the  congested 
districts.  This  is  in  the  interest  of  all 
those  interested  in  that  part  of  IreUnd 

Amendment  moved — 

**  After  Clause  82  to  insert  as  a  new  clatue 
the  words :  *  Section  18  of  the  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  ( IreUnd)  Act,  1899,  which 
makes  provbion  with  respect  to  congested 
districts  counties,  is  herftby  repealed.'  "— (TAe 
Duke  of  Devonshire). 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  83  agreed  to. 

Clause  84. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  the  Amend- 
ment put  down  in  his  name  on  the  Paper 
was  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the 
Civil  Bill  Court  Judge  in  performing  his 
duties.  At  the  present  time,  when  a  case 
came  before  the  County  Court  Judge,  he 
could  call  in  to  his  assistance  an 
eicpert  to  judge  on  the  value,  but  the  men 
called  in  were  not  generally  men  of  very 
high  calibre,  being  generally  broken  down 
farmers.  The  object  of  this  clause  was  to 
obtain  a  man  of  high  calibre.  He  thought 
it  would  facilitate  very  much  the  work  of 
the  County  Court,  and  it  would  un- 
doubtedly give  much  more  satisfaction  and 
knowledge  and  stability  to  the  suitors  in 
that  Court,  because  very  often  now  the 
experts  brought  in  to  assist  the  County 
Court  Judge  were  men  who  touted  for 
the  work,  what  might  be  called  temporary 
men,  who  were  often  very  much  biassed 
one  way  or  the  other,  whereas  the  Lay 
Assistant  Commissioner  would  be  a  per- 
manent servant  of  the  Crown  and  would 
have  absolute  knowledge  of  the  work  he 
would  have  to  do.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  38,  line  35,  after  the  second  word 
*  Commissioner '  to  insert  as  a  new  snb-BOction 
the  words  :  *  (2)  For  the  purp>Be  of  awist- 
ing  the  County  Court  Judge  in  deter- 
mining any  question  under  tbe  Land  Law 
Acts  relatms  to  a  holding,  the  I^nd  Cora- 
mission  shall  assign  to  each  Civil  Bill 
Court  a  Lay  Assistant  Commissioner,  who 
shall  inspect  the  holding,  sit  with,  and  a-^sist 
the  County  Court  Judge  as  a  Lay  Assessor.' '" 
— {Lord  dastletovm.) 
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♦Thb  lord  chancellor  of 
IRELAND  said  he  was  perfectly  sure 
his  noble  friend  understooa  the  working 
of  these  matters  in  Ireland,  but  this 
clause  might  be  appalling  on  the  ground 
of  expenditure.  The  County  Courts  of 
Ireland,  Courts  for  which  he  had  the 
greatest  respect,  administered  the  Land 
Acts  very  slenderly.  The  original  assump- 
tion was  that  the  Act  was  to  l^  left  entirely 
in  their  hands.  It  was  then  su^ested 
that  the  Sub-Commissioners  shouldbe the 
administrators,  and  that  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Commons.  To  add  on  to 
each  of  the  County  Courts  of  Ireland  a 
Lay  Assistant  Commissioner  would 
be  a  Tast  addition  of  expenditure  which 
would  be  entirely  disproportionate  to  the 
result.  The  County  Court  Judge  had 
now  the  opportunity  of  calling  in  the 
Court  valuer  who,  no  doubt,  was  a  tem- 
porary man,  and  there  was  no  doubt  it 
would  be  better  to  have  a  permanent 
official,  but  that  was  the  counsel  of  per- 
fection. Of  course  if  money  were  no 
objecti  and  there  was  likely  to  be  no 
friction  with  the  Treasury  it  would  be 
better  to  have  ^'permanent  lay  assis- 
tants, but  he  thought  that  the  present 
system  worked  fairly  and  reasonably, 
and  in  that  way  it  gave  no  dissatisfac- 
tion. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  he  thought 
the  noble  Lord  was  wrong  about  the 
expenditure,  but,  of  course,  if  the  noble 
Lord  wished  to  fix  these  rents  on  a  cheap 
and  nasty  system  he  could  not  help  it. 
He  would  withdraw  this  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  84  agreed  to. 

Clause  85. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  pa^  38,  line  36,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
clause  to  insert  the  words  *  sabject  to  Uie  pro- 
visions of  this  Act."' — {The  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  hoped  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  would 
not  think  the  Amendment  he  now  pro- 
posed to  move  was  an  appalling  one.    All 
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they  desired  was  that  such  appeals  as 
were  heard  should 'be  heard  in  a  satis- 
factory manner.  The  practice  up  to  this 
time  had  always  been  that  before  the 
Sub-Commissioners  very  little  evidence 
was  brought  in,  because  no  attention  was 
ever  paid  to  it  at  all.  The  objection  he 
had  to  this  proposal  was  that  it  would 
vastly  increase  the  costs,  because  every- 
body would  be  afraid  of  an  appeal  by  the 
other  side,  and  they .  would  bring  in 
reams  of  evidence  in  case  an  appeal 
might  be  taken  by  the  other  party.  He 
did  not  know  what  the  practice  was  that 
his  noble  and  learned  friend  proposed  to 
substitute  by  way  of  appeal,  but  no  evi- 
dence if  it  be  taken  was  admissible  on 
appeal.  The  evidence  had  to  be  taken  in 
the  Court  below,  and  there  seemed  to  be 
no  provision  made  in  that  regard.  To 
him  it  seemed  to  be  inconvenient  and 
unfair.  He  suggested  that  there  should 
be  rehearings  and  no  appeals.  He 
moved  to  omit  '  appeals  "  and  insert 
**  rehearings." 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  38,  line  38,  to  leave  out  word 
'  appeals,'  and  insert  the  words  '  apply  for  a 
re-hearing.'" — {Lord  Macnaghten,) 

♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND  said  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  was  not  perhaps  familiar  with 
the  proceedings  that  went  on  in  the 
Land  Court.  His  Amendment,  though 
not  appalling,  did  contain  some 
points  which  required  some  considera- 
tion. One  of  the  extreme  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  the  Land  Court  was  the 
number  of  appeals  that  were  taken. 
There  were  many  thousands  of  fair-rent 
appeals  still  outstanding,  although  the 
Court  was  sitting  very  constantly.  Owing 
to  the  drafting  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881 
it  came  about  that  the  word  *'  appeal  '* 
was  used  when  in  the  early  drafting 
of  the  Bill  it  was  intended  that 
the  County  Court  Judge  was  to  be 
the  sole  tribunal  to  hear  fair  rent  cases. 
When  they  added  on  to  that  the  fact 
that  Sub-Commissioners  should  be  ap- 
pointed, the  word  ''rehearing  *'  came  in. 
There  were  now  practically  two 
systems — the  appeal  proper  from  the 
County  Court  Judge,  and  the  rehearing 
from  the  Sub-Commissioner.  When  the 
matter  wns    looked   into  now   for  the 
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pmrpose  of  recasting  it  with  a  Tiew  to 
efficiency,  it  was  deemed  .wiae  to  o<mi- 
sider  whether  the  two  systems  should  be 
kept  up,  or  whether  the  appeals  should 
be  kept  up  or  the  rehearings,  and  it 
was  decided  to  keep  the  appeals.  His 
noble  and  learned  friend  appeared  to  be 
more  in  favour  of  keeping  the  system 
of  rehearings.  To  the  end  of  time  there 
might  be  a  difference  with  regard  to 
that,  but,  on  the.  whole,  the  system  of 
appeal  had  worked  as  wdl  as  any 
system  of  the  kind  could,  though  he  did 
not  pretend  to  suggest  it  was  at  all  pi^fect. 
It  was  therefore  provided  that  appeals 
should  be  heard  by  the  Judicial  Commis- 
sioner with  the  assistance  of  a  lay 
assessor  taken  from  a  carefully  prepared 
list. 

Lord  MAGNAOHTEN  said,  so  far  as 
be  understood,  there  was  no  objection  to 
the  appointment  of  a  lay  assessor,  but 
be^  should  be  a  real  assessor;  he  should 
bear  the  evidence  for  himself,  inspect 
the  farm  and  make  a  report  to  the 
Judicial  Commissioner.  That  seemed  to 
fall  in  with  the  suggestions  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  made,  and  would 
make  it  workable  and  satisfactory  so  far 
as  he  was  concerned. 

♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND  said  on  this  particular 
Anendment  he  had  said  all  he 
dosired  to  sav.  He  assumed  that  the 
assessor  would  be  available  and  would 
sit  beside  the  Judge  to  give  the  Judge 
all  the  assistance  he  required.  But  they 
hud  not  come  to  that  yet. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  it  was 
almost  necegsary  that  the  assessor  should 
see  the  property  for  himself. 

The  lord  CHAJ^CELLOR  of 
IRELAND  said  of  course,  very  often  he 
would  require  to. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  asked,  had 
the  noUe  and  learned  Lord  any  objec- 
tion to  accept  his  suggestion  upon  this 
point  ? 

♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND:  We  have  not  got  to  that 
yet. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 


Lc»d  MACNAGHTEN  asked  what 
was  the  difference  between  an  appeal 
and  a  rehearing, 

♦Thk  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND  said  it  had  been  found 
that  they  b^d  to  deal  with  a  par- 
ticular aspect  of  the  question,  and  in 
administration  it  had  been  proved  that 
under  the  rehearing  system  over  and 
over  again  ardly  any  evidence  had  been 
given  in  the  Court  below ;  that  every 
thing  had  been  reserved  for  the  appelate 
Court,  which  was  to  the  last  degree  un- 
satisfactory, because  when  it  came  to  the 
rehearing,  it  had  to  be  begun  ab  ovo. 
There  were  careful  provisions  in  thia  Bill 
to  indicate  th^t,  if  parties  did  keep  back 
their  evidence  and  did  not  make  their 
case  as  perfect  ^  possible  in  the  first 
place,  there  might  be  a  question  of  costs. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  what  he 
was  afraid  of,  most  of  all,  was  that  if  his 
noble  friend  insisted  on  this  provision 
the  expenses  would  be  enormously  in- 
creased. In  many  cases  what  would 
happen  would  be  that  there  would  be  a 
good  deal  of  suspicion.  When  they  went 
to  the  Court  each  side  would  be 
suspicious  of  the  other,  and  each  would 
be  afraid  the  other  would  appeal,  and 
they  would  put  in  enormous  masses  of 
evidence  which  was  absolutely  un- 
necessary, and  thus  increase  the  costs. 

Lord  DUNBOYNE  asked  whether  the 
Sub-Commissioners  took  any  notes  at  all 
of  what  took  place  before  them.  I{e 
was  under  the  impression  they  did  not. 
His  experience,  he  said,  had  been  that 
these  gentlemen  went  down  and  looked 
at  a  property,  and  the  next  thing  one 
knew  about  it  was  that  he  got  a  half- 
penny post-card  on  which  was  '*  landlord 
so  and  so,  tenant  so  and  so,  original 
rent  so  much,  new  rent  so  muck"  That 
was  all  one  knew  about  it.  If  there  wau 
to  be  any  appeal  there  ought  to  be  some 
note  of  the  judgment  below  in  order  to 
enable  the  Court  of  Appeal  to  deal 
thoroughly  with  the  evidence.  So  far  as 
he  knew  in  a  case  of  this  kind  here, 
they  not  only  bad  the  notes  of  the 
Judge  who  heard  the  case  in  the  Court 
below,  but  if  necessary  a  note  of  his 
judgment  as  well. 
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♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
IRELAND  said  so  far  as  he  knew  in  all 
eases  of  appeal  before  the  Land  Com- 
mission for  the  fixing  of  a  fair  rent  a 
rery  full  shorthand  note  was  taken. 

Lord  MAONAGHTEN  said  he  did  not 
like  to  contradict  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  but  as  a  fact  no  shorthand  note 
was  eyer  taken,  and  if  by  chance  one 


was  taken  it  was  not  allowed  to  be  used 
in  the  Court  of  Appeal  and  was  of  no 
use  whaterer. 


On  Question, 
posed  to  be  left 
Clause." 


'*That   the  word  pro 
out  stand  part  of  the 
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Dunalley,  L. 
Dunboyne,  L. 
Elleuborough,  L. 
Fermanagh,  L.  {E,  ErTU,) 
Fingali,  L  {E.  Fingall,) 
Grey  de  Ruthyn,  L. 
Grinstead,  L.  {E.  Enniskillen,) 
Inchiquin,  L. 


Kilniaine,  L. 

Langford,  L. 

Leconfield,  L. 

Macnaghten,  L.  [leller.] 

Massy,  L. 

Monck,  L.  {V.  Monek.) 

Montagn  of  Beaalien,  L. 

Monte^le  of  Brandon,  L. 

Muskerry,  L. 

O'Neill,  L. 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  L. 

Ponsonby,      L.      (E,      Bess- 

borough. ) 
Rathdonnell,  L. 
Kathmore,  ll 
Robertson,  L. 

SUchester,  L.  {E.  Longford.) 
Soraerhill,L.  {M.  Clanrtcarde.) 
Sndley ,  L.  {E.  Arran. )  [  Teller.  ] 
Ventry,  L. 


Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  there  was  a 
small  Amendment  in  his  name  dealing 
with  the  assessor  who  was  to  be  the  brain 
carrier  of  the  Judge.  It  asked  that  the 
assessor  should  go  down  and  see  the 
holding..  If  he  was  to  know  anything  of 
the  case  he  should  go  down  and  see  the 
holding  with  which  he  was  to  deal. 
Lord  Slacnaghten  had  an  Amendment 
which  was,  perhaps,  a  little  fuller, 
and   therefore  he  would  withdraw    his 


Amendment  in  order  that  the  noble  Lord 
might  move  his. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  he  would 
move  his  Amendment  to  include  Lord 
Castletown's. 


Amendment  moved  — 

<*  In  page  39,  line  5,  at  the  end,  to  msert  the 
words,  *who  shall  inspect  the  holding  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Judicial  Commissioner.'  " 
— (Zorrf  Macnaghten.) 

M  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S35 


Irish 


{LORDS} 


Lcmd  Bill, 


336 


*the  lord  chancellor 

OF  IRELAND  said  there  was  not 
much  difference  of  opinion  on  this 
point  between  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
and  himself.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
held  the  opinion  that  such  an  important 
man  as  an  assessor  should  know  what 
the  evidence  was  by  listening  and  other- 
wise, and  it  was  necessary  often  to 
see  the  holding  in  order  to  tell  the 
Judge  its  value.  He  assumed  that  all 
these  topics  would  be  dealt  with  by  rules 
which  would  provide  for  all  these  things. 
He  thought  it  might  be  a  little  danger- 
ous to  put  in  words  which  would  indicate 
the  exact  point  of  time  for  the  inspec- 
tion, because  it  might  well  be  that  the 
Judge  in  particular  cases  might  like  to 
have  an  inspection  in  advance.  He 
would  much  prefer  that  his  noble  friend 
would  somewhat  recast  his  Amendment 
so  that  the  wording  would  leave  it 
possible  for  the  rules  to  cover  the  matter. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  pointed  out 
that  there  was  a  strong  objection  to 
'*  rules,"  but  he  would  be  glad  to  meet 
the  views  of  his  noble  friend,  and  there- 
fore he  would  have  no  objection  to  omit 
the  word  •*  after." 

♦The  lord  chancellor  of  ire- 
LAND  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
accepting  the  Amendment  at  this  stage, 
but  he  must  reserve  his  right  to 
criticise  it  on  Report. 

On  Question,  Amendment,  as  amen- 
ded, agreed  to. 

Amendments  moved — 

"  In  pace  39,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  which ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  should  have  heen  but.' " 

**  In  line  12,  after,  the  word  *  Commissioner ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  who  hears  the  appeal.' " — 
{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  he 
proposed  to  leave  out  after  the  word 
*<  renearings "  in  line  22  all  the  rest  of 
the  section.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  39,  line  22,  after  the  word  're- 
hearings  '  to  leave  out  the  words  to  the  end  of 
line  23.— (Zorcf  Macnaghten.) 


♦The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  of  HtE- 
LAND  said  there  was  one  diflference, 
as  he  had  indicated  already,  in  the 
administration  of  the  Land  Acts  of 
Ireland  with  reference  to  these  appeals. 
He  did  not  like  to  use  such  expressions 
as  blame,  but  it  was  extremely  incon- 
venient that  the  parties,  instead  of  making 
their  case  as  perfect  as  possible  in  the 
Court  of  first  instance,  should  either  make 
no  case  or  a  very  inadequate  case  and 
thus  delay  the  business  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  when  if  they  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  make  a  case  in  the  lower  Court 
they  could  have  had  a  decision  quicker 
and  cheaper.  Unless  there  was  some 
provision  put  in  to  indicate  to  the  parties 
that  they  might  not  only  incur  delaj^  but 
that  they  might  be  mulcted  in  higher 
stamps  or  costs  in  this  section,  no 
doubt  it  would  be  unsatisfactory.  If  the 
words  went  out  it  was  desirable 
that  something  should  be  put  in  in  place 
of  them,  and  if  the  noble  Lord  con- 
sented to  those  words  going  out  on  the 
understanding  that  he  reserved  his  full 
right  to  consider  whether  he  should  put 
in  other  words  on  Report,  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  Amendment. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  the  noble 
Duke  could  add  what  he  liked  on  Report* 
but  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  those 
words  were  struck  out  now. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  85,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Clause  86  agreed  to. 

Clause  87. 

♦The  E  arl  of  WESTMEATH  said 
they  had  considered  this  clause  very 
carefully  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  so  very  mischievous  that 
thev  could  do  nothing  with  it  but  omit 
it  altogether  from  the  Bill.  There  were 
a  great  number  of  landlords  who  had 
tenants  whose  rentals  were  less  than  X5 
a  year,  and  they  rightly  objected  to 
such  a  tribunal  as  this  and  no  case  for 
appeal  unless  the  rent  had  been  varied 
more  than  20  per  cent.  It  was  a  distinct 
invitation  to  the  tribunal  to  varv  the  rent 
each  time  by  19  per  cent,  until  the  rent 
was  reduced  to  nothing  at  aU.  The  only 
ground  upon  which  such  a  clause  could 
be  supported  was  the  ground  of  economy. 
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But  it  was  false  economy  to  take  away 
people's  property  in  this  way.  Not  one 
member  of  the  Government  could 
support  the  clause  and  would  not  desire 
to,  and  he  hoped,  unless  some  satisfactory 
explanation  was  forthcoming,  which 
he  did  not  think  was  possible, 
that  their  Lordships  would  support 
his  Amendment  and  get  the  clause 
taken  out  of  the  Bill  altogether.  He 
moved. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  Clause  Sl."^{The  Earl  of 
Westmeath.) 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN  said  they  all 
hoped,  and  most  of  them  believed,  that 
this  Bill  was  going  to  work,  but  nobody 
eould  be  sure  that  it  was  going  to  be  an 
operative  measure.  Therefore  he  sug- 
gested that  no  economy  should  be  made 
in  the  judicial  procedure  until  they  saw 
how  the  Bill  would  work.  It  would  be 
like  a  man  throwing  away  his  life-belt 
before  he  knew  whether  he  could  swim. 
He  hoped  the  Grovernment  would  agree 
to  the  withdrawal  of  this  clause  and  wait 
two  or  three  years  before  they  sought  to 
incorporate  it  in  the  Bill,  so  that  they 
might  see  if  the  Bill  worked. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  This 
dause,  which  I  cannot  say  I  have  had 
much  opportunity  of  considering,  appears 
to  have  been  introduced  mainly  with 
the  object  of  economy,  which  is  a  very 
desirable  object,  considering  what  a  very 
large  expenditure  of  public  money  in 
Ireland  the  Treasury  has  sanctioned 
under  this  Bill.  This  proposal  was 
chiefly  dictated  by  a  desire  to  give  effect 
to  an  undertaking  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  that  every  effort  would 
be  made  to  reduce  what  appears  to  be 
the  excessive  and  ever-increasing  cost  of 
the  land  laws  of  Ireland.  I  am  unable, 
however,  to  say  that  strong  and  able 
arguments  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
landlords  have  not  been  ur^ed  against 
the  clause,  and  I  shall  not  ask  the  House 
to  divide  against  the  Amendment.  In 
saying  that,  however,  I  must  ask  noble 
Lords  to  understand  that  I  cannot,  in 
iMsenting  to  this  course,  give  an  under- 
taking as  to  what  view  may  be  taken  of 
fluch  an  Amendment  as  this  in  the  House 
of  Commons.    I  believe  it  was  part  of  the 


financial  arrangement,  and  that  it  was 
agreed  to  after  consultation  with  the 
Treasury,  and  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
say  that  the  representatives  of  the 
financial  interests  of  the  country  in  the 
other  House  may  be  able  to  give  their 
consent  to  such  an  important  departure 
as  the  omission  of  this  clause. 

♦The  Earl  of  WESTMEATH  said  he 
was  much  obliged  to  the  noble  Duke,  and 
he  hoped  he  would  use  his  great  influ- 
ence with  his  colleagues  in  the  other 
House  to  induce  them  to  adopt  an 
equally  reasonable  attitude. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  88.  ; ' ; 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  40,  line  17,  after  the  word  *  reason  * 
to  insert  the  word 'solely.'"— (^A«  DuJce  oj 
Devonshire, ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

''  In  page  40,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  word 
Mndicially*  and  insert  the  words  'in  the 
abBenoe  of  other  provisions.' " — {The  Duke  of 
Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  40,  line  21,  after  the  word  *  apply ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  as  from  the  commencement 
of  this  Act*" — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  that  after 
the  debate  which  took  place  last  night 
with  reference  to  Trinity  C jUege,  Dublin, 
and  the  very  eloquent  and  able  appeal 
made  by  his  noble  friend  Lord  Rathmore, 
he  did  not  wish  to  press  the  matter 
farther,  but  would  ask  the  noble  Duke 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  whether  he  could 
not  discuss  with  Mr.  Wyndham  the 
point  that  was  raised  on  this  question 
in  the  other  place  by  Mr.  Healy.  Mr. 
Healy  dealt  with  the  matter  in  an  able 
and  instructive  fashion,  and  in  the  reply 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  it  was  suggested 
that  a  Commission  might  be  appointed 
during  the  next  year  or  two  to  deal  with 
this  very  crucial  point.  Could  not  the 
noble  Duke  consult  the  Chief  Secretary 
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and  obtian  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mission  soon  1  It  would  free  Trinity 
College  from  the  trammels  it  unwittingly 
entered  into  by  which  10.000  or  12,000 
tenants  were  debarred  from  sale,  and  it 
would  enable  the  tenants  to  exercise 
their  rights  under  the  Bill  fairly  and 
squarely.  He  thought  this  would  be  the 
best  solution  of  the  difficulty. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  pa^e  40,  line  24,  after  the  word  *  afore- 
said *  to  insert  as  a  new  sab-section : — ^  Any 
tenant  holding  land  under  a  lease  or  grant 
made  in  pursnance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Church  Tem^ralities  Acts  or  the  Trinity 
College  L^asmg  Powers  Acts  reserving  a 
variable  rent  calculable  as  aforesaid  may,  if 
such  rent  exceeds  one  half  the  annual  rateable 
value  of  such  land,  apply  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission in  the  prescribed  manner  to  have  the 
rent  payable  under  such  lease  or  grant  varied 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  the  said 
Act  of  63  &  64  Vict.  c.  58,  in  respect  of  tithe 
rent-charge,  and  thereupon  the  Land  Com- 
mission shall,  after  giving  such  notice  as  may 
be  prescribed  to  the  owners  of  such  rents, 
determine  the  said  rent  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  the  said  rent  were  tithe  rent-cbaiy^  and  the 
provisions  of  the  said  Act  will  apply  with  the 
necessary  modifications.' '' — {Lord  CttstUtotim.) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  said  he 
would  consult  the  Chief  Secretary,  but 
it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  it  was  a 
matter  that  could  be  dealt  with 
immediately. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

Clause  88,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  89  agreed  to. 

Clause  90. 

Amendment  moved — 

''In  page  40,  line.  30,  after  the  words 
'  1881  *  to  insert  the  words  *  or  under  that 
section.'  " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  pro- 
posed  an  Amendment  providing  that 
rules  under  Section  50  of  the  Act  oi 
1881  should  be  made  by  a  majority  of 
the  Land  Commissioners,  which  majority 
shoud  include  the  Judicial  Commissioner. 
His  object  was  U  secure  that  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  should  be  a  member  of 
the  majority  in  the  case  <rf  a  division  on 
the  rules. 

Lord  CasUetotvn. 


Amendment  moved — 

*"  In  paffe  40.  line  31,  after  the  word  'days' 
to  insert  the  words  '  all  such  rules  shall  be  made 
by  a  majority  of  the  Land  Commissioners, 
\Wiich  majority  shall  include  the  Judicial 
Commissioner.'  "—{Ihe  Earl  of  Donovgkmore.) 

TiJE  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  said 
he  was  under  the  impression  that  this 
question  had  been  disposed  of  in  a 
former  Amendment. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE: 
They  are  different  rules. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND said  that  the  rules  were 
different,  but  he  understood  that 
when  they  were  dealing  with  the 
previous  rules  the  Amendment  was  not 
insisted  upon.  It  might  make  a  variety 
if  there  were  provisions  in  this  clause 
different  from  those  in  a  previous  part 
of  the  Bill. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

Clause  90,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lord  EMLY  said  he  understood  that 
this  Bill  was  a  genuine  attempt  to  settle 
the  Irish  land  question  according  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Irish  people.  Labourers 
and  artisans  formed  a  large  portion  of  the 
Irish  people,  but  they  were  absolutely- 
excluded  from  any  benefits  under  this 
Bill.  He  failed  to  see  why  the  same 
facilities  should  not  be  afforded  to  them 
for  the  purchase  of  their  cottages  and 
their  plots  as  was  contemplated  to  be 
afforded  to  the  farmers.  He  appealed  to 
noble  Lords  who  were  owners  of  property 
in  Ireland  whether  at  a  later  period  the 
support  of  the  Irish  labour  party  in 
Ireland  might  not  be  a  thing  to  be  desired. 
Undoubtedly  the  labourers  and  artisans 
felt  it  exceedingly  hard  that  they  had 
been  excluded  from  all  benefits  under  th» 
Bill.  If  they  were  not  included  in  th» 
Act  he,  for  one,  believed  that  the  land 
agitation  that  was  now  disappearing  would 
be  followed  by  a  labour  a^tation  of  a  far 
worse  and  more  far-reaching  character. 
He  begged  to  move  an  Amendment 
which  would  give  the  labourers  and 
artisans  the  benefits  conferred  by  th^ 
BUI. 
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AaiendmMit  moved — 

"After  ClaoBeSO,  to  insert  as  a  new  olatne  the 
-words '  The  occapier  of  say  cottage  now  or  here- 
after to  he  erected  under  the  Labourers  (Ireland) 
Acts,  1883  to  1896,  shall  be  entitled  to  purchase 
his  homestttui  on  such  terms  as  the  Local 
Government  Board  shall  improve,  not  being 
a  larger  sum  than  the  said  cottage  cost  to  the 
District  Council,  and  the  Land  Commission 
may  advance  to  snch  occupier  the  entire  pur- 
chase money  on  the  same  terms  as  this  Act 
provides  for  agricultural  holdings."— (Lore? 
£mly.) 


♦The  Earl  of  BELMORji:  rose  to 
point  out  the  inconvenience  that 
would  arise  if  the  Amendment  were 
inserted  in  the  Bill.  He  appreciated 
the  benevolent  motives  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  brought  forward  the  Amendment 
but  he  did  not  think  it  would  work  well 
if  it  were  carried  into  effect.  The  noble 
Lord  lived  in  a  part  of  Ireland  where 
there  were  a  great  many  labourers' 
cottages,  built  under  the  Act  of  1883  and 
the  subsequent  Acts,  and  the  noble  Lord 
probably  knew  more  about  the  matter 
than  he  did,  through  having  come  into 
contact,  in  a  private  capacity  with  the 
subject.  In  his  (the  Earl  of  Belmore^s) 
part  of  Ireland,  and  in  all  the  North  of 
Ireland,  labourers'  cottages  had  been  very 
sparingly  built  under  the  Act,  and  in  the 
Union  in  which  he  lived,  and  of  which 
he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of 
guardians  for  a  good  many  years,  after 
the  Act  of  1883  was  passed  not  a  sinde 
cottage  had  been  built.  He  therefore  did 
not  know  much  about  that  subject  in  his 
private  capacity,  but  he  knew  a  great 
deal  about  it  in  hiso£Qcial  capacity  because 
it  had  often  been  his  lot  to  sit  with  the 
Lord  Chancellor  for  Ireland  in  the  Irish 
Privy  Council  in  appeals  on  this  question. 
He  knew  the  immense  amount  of  feeling 
that  was  evoked  when  an  attempt  was 
made  to  put  a  cottage  on  to  a  man  to 
spite  him,  and  he  also  knew  that  very 
often  the  applications  appeared  to  the 
Privy  Council  to  be  quite  unreasonable. 
The  initiative  in  this  matter  was  taken 
by  a  representation,  signed  by  a  number 
of  persons  who  might  be  labourers  or  any- 
body else,  askmg  the  board  of  guardians 
or  the  Local  Government  Board  to  build 
one  or  more  cottages  in  a  union.  '^  The 
object  of  the  Act  was  not  to  provide  a 
house  for  "  A  "  or  *•  B,"  or  any  particular 
ii^urer  so  that  they  could  live  there'  for 
the  rest  of  their  lives,  but  to  pi'ovide  for 


the  labour  wants  of  the  district  or  to 
provide  for  a  sufficient  number  of 
labourers  in  a  particular  district.  WKat 
would  happen  if  this  Amendment  were 
accepted )  A  man  who  happened  for  the 
moment  to  be  in  the  occupation  of  one  of 
these  cottages  built  under  the  Acts,  would 
be  entitled  to  get  an  advance  under  this 
Bill  to  buy  that  cottage,  which  would 
then  become  his  own  property,  and  in 
which  he  would  be  able  to  reside  for  all 
time.  When  he  first  acquired  his  cottage 
he  might  be  a  suitable  person  for  the  district 
and  the  particular  farmer  who  employed 
him,  but  he  might  take  to  drunken 
habits  and  become  useless  as  a  labourer, 
spend  half  his  time  in  bed  getting  over  the 
results  of  a  debauch.  It  might  also  happen 
that  a  respectable  man  might  get  tired  of 
being  a  labourer,  gather  a  little  money 
and  set  up  a  shop.  In  these  cases  the 
man  would  be  useless  for  the  cottage  and 
would  be  keeping  somebody  else  out  of 
it.  That  was  a  practical  objection,  and 
he  hoped  that  their  Lordships  would  not 
agree  to  the  Amendment,  it  would  also 
be  a  pity  if  this  clause  were  put  into  the 
Bill  instead  of  being  embodied  in  a 
separate  Bill.  So  far  as  he  knew,  the 
questions  of  labourers  had  been  dealt 
with  under  a  separate  series  of 
Acts  which  formed  a  sort  of  code 
in  themselves,  and  the  suggested  clause 
would  be  embodied  in  a  BUI  and  added 
to  them  and  considered  on  its  merits ; 
it  was  undesirable  to  mix  up  those 
questions  with  the  Bill  before  them, 
which  was  primarily  intended  to  deal 
with  land  purchase. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  of  BRANDON 
agreed  that  the  question  could  be  dealt 
with  better  under  a  separate  Bill  They 
knew  that  in  another  place  the  Govern- 
ment had  stated  that  they  would  see  if 
they  could  not  deal  with  it  during  the 
next  session  of  Parliament.  But  as  the 
question  had  arisen  in  this  ghape  he 
should  like  to  express  his  approval  of  the 
principle  of  the  clause  moved  hj  his  noble 
friend,  as  he  thought  the  existing  system 
was  not  at  all  satisfactory,  as  many 
Lords  from  the  South  of  Ireland,  where 
most  of  the  cottages  were  built,  must  have 
realised.  It  would  be  better  if  the 
labourers  beiciame*  holders  of  cottages 
instead  Of  tenants  of  a  board  of  guairdiafis, 
for  the  latter  was  not  a  suitable  body  for 
landlotdt;    bbcause   there    wet^e    many 
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difficuItieB  in  the  way,  as  regarded  repairs 
for  instanca  It  would  be  better  for  the 
labourers  and  better  for  the  community 
if  labourers  were  put  into  a  position  of 
independence.  Without  associating  him- 
self altogether  with  the  exact  terms  of  the 
clause  he  wished  to  express  his  approval 
of  its  principle. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSfflRE  said  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  competent  for 
the  House  to  insert  the  Amendment  in 
the  present  Bill,  but  turning  from  a  point 
of  form  to  one  of  substance,  he  under- 
stood that  the  question  was  raised  over 
and  over  again  in  the  Committee  stage  in 
the  other  House,  where  it  was  decided 
that  it  was  not  a  subject  that  could 
j^operly  be  dealt  with  in  the  present  Bill. 
In  reference  to  the  subject  of  labourers  he 
understood  that  a  pledge  was  given  by 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  he  would  look 
into  the  whole  matter  at  his  earliest 
leisure  with  a  view  of  introducing  a  Bill 
in  another  session.  It  was,  however, 
impossible  to  include  any  legislation  on 
the  subject  of  labourers  in  the  present 
Bill. 

Amendment,  by]  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

Clause  9L 

Amendment  moved — 

''In  page  40,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  the  representation,'  and  insert  the  words  *  any 
representation  under  the  lAboorers  (Ireland) 
Acts,  1883  to  1896,  affecting  him.'  "— (7%€  Duke 
tf  Dewmskire,) 

;    On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  EMLY  moved  an  Amendment  i 
which  he  said  would  apply  the  Act  to  any  I 
artisan  wholly  or  mainly  employed  by  the 
agricultural  population.  In  the  speech 
delivered  by  Mr.  Wyndham  when  he  was 
the  guest  of  the  Manchester  Conservative 
Club,  he  said  that  Ireland  was  a  country 
mainly  agricultural,  deprived  of  mineral 
wealth  and  without  the  alternative  open 
to  the  rural  dwellers  in  England.  He 
(Lord  Emly)  wished  to  point  out  that 
no  less  than  3,000  artisans  emigrated 
last  year.  These  statistics  bore  out  the 
remarks  made  by  Mr.  Wyndham.    On 

Lord  Monteaqle  of  Brandon. 


the  other  hand,  Mr.  Wyndham  Went  on 
to  say  that— 

"  It  was  to  our  interest  that  Ireland  should 
be  prolific  and  satisfied.  It  most  be  the  desire 
ana  hone  of  every  tme  Imperialist  that  she 
should  become  a  oridge  instead  of  as  now  a 
chasm  between  ourselves  and  Canada.  *' 

To  those  3,000  artisans  who  left  Ireland 
in  1 902  must  be  added  35,000  emigrants, 
out  of  which  33,000  were  agricultural 
labourers.  In  these  circumstances  he 
shouldliketoknowfromMr.Wyndham,at 
some  other  time,  how  he  expected  Ireland 
to  be  prolific  or  satisfied.  What  was  the 
bridge  of  which  Mr.  Wyndham  spoke? 
He  could  get  no  answer  to  that  question. 
What  was  the  bridge  made  of  f  Were 
the  girders  the  40,000  human  beings 
who  left  Ireland  in  1902.  To  his  mind 
the  only  way  of  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion was  to  deal  very  liberally  with  the 
artisans,  labourers,  and  the  labour 
population  by  extending  to  the  fullest 
degree  the  operation  of  the  Labourers 
Acts.  The  Irish  artisans  had  not  even 
the  same  facilities  as  were  afi'orded  to 
the  English  artisans,  and  were  at  a  great 
disadvantage  compared  with  them.  He 
would  not  detain  the  House  further  in 
consequence  of  the  remarks  made  by 
the  noble  Duke,  who  had  practically 
pledged  the  Government  to  look  into 
the  administration  of  theiLabourers  Acts, 
presumably  at  a  very  early  date. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  40,  line  39,  after  the  word  '  day' 
to  insert  the  words  '  or  any  artisan  wholly  or 
mainly  employed  by  the  agricultural  popula- 
tion in  the  district'^*— (Lorn  Emly,) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

Clause  91,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  92. 

Amendment  moved — 

"Inpaffe41,  line  6,  after  the  word  *repre- 
sent4ition7  to  insert  the  words  '  and  should 
they  propose  to  make  any  alteration  in  the 
said  scheme,  they  must  state  in  writing  the 
reason  or  reasons  for  such  alteration,  and  sub- 
mit this  reason  or  thoee  reasens  so  stated  in 
writing  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  for 
the  sanction,  amendment,  or  rejection  of  such 
alteration  by  the  I.K>cal  Government  Board.'  "— 
(Lord  Emly,) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 
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Clause  92  agreed  to. 
Clause  93. 


Lord  EMLY  proposed  an  Amendment 
to  Clause  93,  page  41,  lines  10  and  11, 
instead  of  *'  a  Court  of  summary  juris- 
diction," to  insert  '*  the  County  Court 
Judge."  The  labourers,  he  said,  had  no 
confidence  whatever  in  the  ordinary 
Court  of  summary  jurisdiction,  which 
was  generally  composed  of  two  or  three 
big  farmers  in  the  district,  and  to  imagine 
that  they  would  do  justice  to  the 
labourers  was  to  imagine  the  millennium. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'In  page  41,  lines  10  and  11,  to  leave 
oot  the  words  *  a  Court  of  summary  jurisdio- 
tion '  and  insert  the  words  '  the  County  Court 
Judge.'  '*-^{Lord  Emly,) 

*The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
tlie  noUe  Lord  had  moved  the  Amend- 
ment on  the  ground  that  the  labourers 
would  not  have  confidence  in  the  Court 
of  summary  jurisdiction,  of  which  the 
Irish  landlords  were  all  members.  He 
<the  Earl  of  Donoughmore),  as  a  land- 
lord, objected  to  the  Court  of  summary 
jurisdiction,  on  the  ground  that  a  great 
many  of  the  labourers  were  members  of 
it,  and  sat  on  the  bench,  so  that  both 
he  and  the  noble  Lord  agreed  that  the 
Court  of  summary  jurisdiction  was  a  bad 
one  for  these  purposes. 

Lord  EMLY  said  he  did  not  think 
the  noble  Lord  quite  understood  his 
point.  He  objected  to  the  Court  of  sum- 
mary jurisdiction  not  because  the  noble 
Xiords  opposite  or  the  landlords  were 
members  of  that  Court,  but  because  on 
those  Courts  they  found  certain  farmers 
—big  farmers — who  naturally  and  in- 
stinctively would  take  part  against  the 
labour  population. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
lie  was  even  still  more  in  agreement 
with  the  noble  Lord  than  he  thought 
lie  was.  The  point  they  had  to  urge  was 
that  under  the  Petty  Sessions  Act,  they 
iiad  no  right  of  appeal  unless  the  decision 
^ve  the  labourer  as  much  as  one 
'fiovereign  compensation.  If  the  Court 
decided  that  the  compensation  was  only  a 
matter  of  shillings  they  would  have  no 
Tight  of  appeal,  and  they  would  have  to 


pay  the  costs.  Look  at  the  way  the 
clause  worked.  A  labourer  applied  for  a 
cottage  and  put  in  his  representation 
paper  in  the  ordinary  way.  If  he  was 
dismissed  for  any  crime  or  fault  he  had  a 
right  within  twelve  months  to  drag  his 
employer  into  Court  claiming  that  he  had 
been  dismissed  because  he  signed  a  re- 
presentation paper,  and  it  wpuld  be  a 
very  difficult  thing  to  prove  that  such 
was  not  the  case.  Ho  shuddered  at  the 
thought  of  the  hard  swearing  there 
would  be  on  both  sides  when  such  a  case 
came  up.  He  (^the  Earl  of  Donouchmore) 
might  explain  to  noble  Lords  who  were 
not  familiar  with  the  working  of  the 
clause  that  when  a  man  made  an  applica- 
tion he  had  to  get  six  others  to  back  him 
up.  Even  if  a  man  backed  up  a  friend 
it  gave  him  a  locos  under  this  clausci 
and  if  he  was  dismissed  within  twelve 
months  for  any  fault  he  could  drag  his 
employer  into  Court  amd  claim  that  he 
had  been  dismissed  because  he  backed  up 
a  friend  who,  perhaps,  lived  miles  away. 
The  employer  nad  no  right  of  appeal,  and 
would  therefore  have  to  pay  all  the  costs  if 
the  compensation  awarded  was  less  than  a 
sovereign.  He  contended  that  this  would 
work  unfairly  to  all  classes,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  Government  would  see  their  way 
to  let  the  parties  go  to  the  County  Court, 
a  Comrt  with  which  all  parties  were  likely 
to  be  satisfied.  If  the  Gk>vernment  did 
that  Members  would  be  the  first  to  admit, 
after  a  few  months  working,  that  the 
change  had  been  of  benefit. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  said  that  he  had 
an  Amendment  down  on  the  Paper  to  omit 
the  whole  clause,  which  he  should  have  to 
press  unless  the  present  Amendment  were 
accepted.  If  the  Court  was  changed  as 
proposed  it  would  alter  his  views  as  to 
the  harm  the  clause  would  do.  As  had 
been  pointed  out,  the  present  procedure 
was  that  when  any  labourer  who  was  in 
receipt  of  less  than  2s.  6d.  a  day  applied 
for  a  cottage,  he  had  to  get  his  applica- 
tion simed  by  twelve  men.  Under  the 
new  Bui  it  ti  as  proposed  to  reduce  the 
number  to  six.  If  a  man  made  an  appli- 
cation or  concurred  in  making  an  applica- 
tion, and  within  twelve  months  afterwards 
was  dismissed,  he  could  apply  to  the 
Court  for  compensation,  alleging  that  he 
had  been  dismissed  because  he  had 
applied  or  concurred  in  an  application  for 
a  cottage.  He  (Lord  Inchiquin)  might 
mention  cases  on  his  own  estate.     Only  a 
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short  time  ago  no  lees  than  twenty -nine 
applications  were  made,  fifteen  for  new 
cottages  and  fourteen  for  the  extra  half 
acre.  Each  of  those  applications  would 
require  under  the  new  Bill  six  signatures, 
but  under  the  old  Bill  it  was  twelve,  so 
that  in  this  instance  no  less  than  203 
persons  would  come  under  this  clause,  and 
that  numjber  practically  represented  the 
whole  of  the  labour  for  the  district.  The 
consequence  would  be  that  if  any  of 
those  labourers  had  to  be  dismissed  from 
their  employment  thej  would  be  able 
to  take  the  employer^  into  Court  and 
claim  three  months  wages.  It  was  also 
proposed  that  instead  of  three  months 
wages  the  labourer  should  be  entitled  to 
six  months  wages.  Three  monthn 
wages  represented  £9  15s.,  and  six 
months  wages  would  mean  £19  10s. 
That  was  a  grossly  unfair  thing,  and  it 
was  impossible  for  a  landlord  to  go  into 
Court  and  prove  that  he  had  not  dis- 
missed the  man  because  he  applied  for 
a  cottage,  unless  the  offence  were  a  grave 
one,  and  the  ground  of  dismissal 
was  that  the  man  was  of  drunken 
habits,  that  he  came  late  every  daj, 
or  that  he  had  refused  to  carry 
out  orders,  all  comparatively  small  things 
which  were  very  difficult  to  prove  before 
any  Court,  and  more  especially  before  a 
Court  of  summary  jurisdiction,  which 
meant  a  petty  sessional  Court.  He  did  not 
wish  to  impute  wrong  motives  to  those 
Courts,  but  he  had  no  confidence  in  them. 
He  asked  their  Lordships  to  accept  the 
Amendment,  which  would  substitute  the 
County  Court  Judge  for  the  petty  sessional 
Court,  and  if  the  Amendment  were  carried 
it  would  remove  most  of  his  objections  to 
the  clause. 


Lord  ROBERTSON  considered  this 
was  a  very  serious  question.  It  was 
entirely  a  new  ground  of  liability  for 
damages,  which  seemed  to  him,  if  it  were 
applicable  to  Ireland,  to  be  equally 
applicable  to  the  rest  of  the  United  King- 
dom. It  appeared  that  the  situation  was 
this:  that  in  order  to  procure  a  claim  to 
three  months  wages,  ail  a  labourer  had 
to  do  was  to  present  an  application  under 
the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to 
1896,  and  then,  supposing  that  he  was 
the  most  drunken  or  incompetent  servant 
going,  if  he  were  dismissed,  and  could 
persuade  a  friendly  tribunal  that  the  ulti- 
mate   motive     of     his     employer     was 

Lord  Inchiquin, 


resentment  at  his  having  made  mA  an 
application,   he  had    the  money  in   his 
pocket.    That  seemed  to  him  to  be  ab- 
solutely monstrous.   What  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Emly)  had  said  was  to  a 
certain  extent  plausible,  but  he  (Lord 
Robertson)  objected  to  all  these  tinkering 
Amendments.    The  proper  plan  would  be 
to  withdraw    them,  and    to   move   the 
rejection  of  the  clause.    They  were  now 
entering  a  region  where  one  oould  hardly 
lift  a  finger    without    being    liable  in 
damages.     The  question  whidi  was  to  be 
submitted     to    the    tribunal    was    the 
very  obscure  and  difficult  one    of  the 
motive  which  actuated    the  landlord  in 
dismissing  a  labourer.    Social  life  would 
be  intolerable  if  a  Court  of  law  were 
called  upon  to  make  a  scrutiny  into  the 
motives  of  an  employer.     They  were  now 
trenching  upon  the  rights  of  private  life  in 
all  the  three  kingdoms,  and  he  objected 
most  strongly  to  assenting  to  a  clause  of 
this  kind,  or  to  acknowledging  procedure 
upon  clauses  of  this  kind,  where  the  basis 
of    liability  was    whether    the    breach 
was  purely  imaginary. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  admitted 
that  the  appearance  of  this  clause  was 
somewhat  strange  to  those  of  their  Lord- 
ships who  might  not  be  aquainted  with  the 
circumstances  which  called  it  into  existence, 
but  he  might  inform  them  that  the  reason 
why  the  clause  was  introduced  was  that 
in  certain  parts  of  Ireland,   he  did  not 
believe  in  the  South  or  West  at  all,  but  to 
a  large  extent  in  the  North,  the  Labour- 
ers   (Ireland)    Acts  had   been  rendered 
completely  nugatory   by    the    action  of 
district  councils  ana  the  tenant  farmers. 
In  a  great  many  districts   the  practice 
had  arisen  of  intimidating  labourers  from 
making  use  of  their  rights   under    the 
Labourers  Dwellings  Act  by  threatening 
them  with  dismissal,  or  by  actually  dismiss- 
ing them.     That  was  the  reason  why  this 
clause    was     introduced    into    the    Bill 
in  the  other  House,  and  it  appeared  to 
have  commended  itself,  and  to  have  been 
supported  by  arguments  which  convinced 
the  other  House  that  such  a  i»x>vi8ion  was 
necessary.    Not  being  aware  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  clause  to  a  greater  extent  than 
he    had  exfdained,   he  must    leave    the 
clause  to  their  Lordships.     He  concurred 
entirely  in  the  view  that  it  would  be 
better  to  abstain  from  any  Amendments 
such  as  had  been  su^^sted  by  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  [Lordl&nly],  and  that  their 
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Lordshipe  should  decide  wketker  the  clause 
should  remain  in  the  Bill  as  a  whole. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPEEDOWN  :  It 
would  be  interesting  indeed  if  the  noble 
Duke  says  he  does  not  know 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  told 
the  House  what  I  knew  of  the  history  of 
the  clause.  If  the  noble  Earl  did  not 
hear  me 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  I 
listened  most  carefully. 

The  Duke  OF  DEVONSHIRE :  It  was 
introduced  by  reason  of  the  working  of 
the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  having  been 
rendered  entirely  inoperative  by  the  action 
of  district  councils  and  farmers. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
he  wished  to  inquire  by  whom  the  clause 
was  introduced.  Was  it  introduced  by 
the  Government  and  was  it  an  original 
clause  in  the  Bill  ?  The  noble  Duke  had 
told  them  he  only  knew  the  history  of 
the  clause  so  far  as  he  stated  it,  and  of 
course  to  that  they  listened  very  carefully 
and  knew  exactly  what  he  said. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  I 
understand  it  was  an  original  clause. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  he  came 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  and  what  the 
noble  Duke  had  told  them  as  to  what 
went  on  in  that  part  of  the  country  was 
entirely  new  to  him,  and  he  knew  of 
nothing  of  the  kind. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  of  BRANDON 
believed  that  there  was  a  sood  deal  of 
that  sort  of  thing  going  on  m  the  South 
of  Ireland.  He  thought  the  labourers 
required  some  protection,  and  that  the 
County  Court  would  be  the  better  tribimal 
^  the  matter. 

The  Earl  of  MEATH  said  that  so  far 
as  lioinster  was  concerned  he  had  not 
heard  of  any  intimidation  of  labourers, 
but  he  had  heard  of  it  with  regard  to  the 


farmers  and  tenants.  In  his  eounty  the 
labourers  were  generally  the  majority  of 
those  who  signed  these  papers.  He  sin- 
cerely  h<»>ed  that  the  clause  woukl  be 
cbrojqped,  because  it  was  one  of  the  most 
dangerous  clauses  ever  introduced  into 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  he  foresaw 
great  difficulties  if  it  was  introduced  into 
an  Irish  Land  Bill 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  contended 
that  labourers  were  treated  extremely 
well  by  district  councils,  and  it  was 
hardly  possible  to  see  a  hill  or  a  valley 
on  which  there  were  no  labourers'  cot- 
tages rising. 

♦The  Earl  of  WESTMEATH  con- 
sidered  that  the  liabourers  Acts  repre- 
sented some  of  the  most  absurd  and 
ridiculous  legislation  that  stood  upon  the 
Statute-book.  He  hoped  that  none  of 
these  tinkering  amendments  would  be 
accepted  and  that  the  clause  would  be 
dropped  altogether. 

Lord  EMLY  said  he  thought  he  had 
shown  why  the  labourers  were  more  or 
less  intimidated  when  seeking  cottages. 
All  he  could  say  was  that  he  spoke  with 
considerable  knowledge  of  the  subject  of 
labourers,  and  that  in  his  own  coimty  and 
also  in  the  South  of  Ireland— and  he  said 
this  emphatically  because  he  had  seen  it 
— men  were  not  only  intimidated,  but 
grossly  intimidated,  and  they  dare  not 
apply  for  cottages.  If  some  of  them 
were  plucky  enough  to  do  so  they  imme- 
diately lost  their  employment,  and  conse- 
quently some  of  thorn  were  compelled  to 
go  to  the  workhouse.  He  certainly 
pressed  his  Amendment. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  decide  on  the 
matter  as  a  whole.  I  certainly  oppose 
the  Amendment. 

On  Question  that  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause, 
their  Lordships  divided : — Contents,  48  ; 
Not-Contents,  66. 


Halflbai^,  E.  (L.  Chancellor.) 
Devonshire,  D.  (i.  President.) 

KorftOk,  D.  {E,  Mar$hal.) 
MarlboTOOgh,  D. 
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Laasdowne,  M. 

Clarendon,   E.   {L.  Chamber- 
lain, ) 
Belmore,  E. 
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Cawdor,  E. 
Denbigh,  £. 
Doncaeter,  E.   (2>.  Bucdeuch 

and  Queensberry), 
Hardwioke,  E. 
Howe,  K 
Lytton,  E. 
Onslow,  E. 
Roflse,  E. 
•Selbome,  E. 

Vane,  E.  (AT.  Londonderry.) 
Waldegrave,  E.  [Teller] 

Churchill,  V.  [TeUer,] 


{LORDS} 

Powersoonrt,  V, 

Ashbourne,  L. 

Balfour,  L. 

Belper,  L. 

Cheyleemore,  L. 

Clanwilliam,L.  (E,  Clanwilliam 

Da>vnay,  L.  {V.  Downe,) 

Ellenborough,  L. 

Erskine,  L. 

Estcourt,  L. 

Forester,  L. 

Kenyon,  L. 

Kintore,  L.  {E,  Kmtore.) 


Zand  BUL 

Lawrence,  L. 
Lvveden, L 
Macnaf^hten,  L. 
Monk  Sretton,  L. 
Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  L 
Mount  Stephen,  L. 
Robertson,  L. 
Rosraead,  L. 
Stalbridge,  L. 
Suffield,  L. 
Windsor,  L 
Wolverton,  L. 
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Abercom,  M.  (D,  Ahercom,) 
Hipon,  M. 

Abingdon,  E. 
Bandon,  £. 
Camperdown,  E. 
Crewe,  E. 
Dartrey,  E. 
-de  Montalt,  E. 
Drogheda,  E. 
Grey,  E. 
Morley,  E. 
Westmeath,  E. 

Gordon,  V.  {E.  Aberdeen). 
Hutchinson,  V.  {E,  Donough- 

more,) 
Templetown,  V. 

Annaly,  L. 
Ardilaun,  L. 
Barrymore,  L. 
£elhaven  and  Stenton,  L. 
xBoyle,     L.     {E,    Cork    and 
^Orrery,) 

Words  inserted. 


NOT-CONTENTS. 

Carysfort,  L.  {E,  Carysfort.) 

Castleroaine,  L. 

Castletown,  L. 

Chaworth,  L.  (E,  MeatK) 

Clements,  L.  [E,  Leitrim,) 

Clonbrock,  \u 

Cloncurry,  L. 

Colchester,  L. 

Crofton,  L. 

Davey,  L. 

De  Freyne,  L. 

De  Lisle  and  Dudley,  L. 

Deramore,  L. 

Digby,  L. 

Dunalley,  L. 

Dunboyne,  L. 

Emly.L.  [Tc/for] 

Fermanagh,  L.  (E,  Erne,) 

Fingall,  L.  {E.  FmgalL) 

Grey,  de  Ruthyn,  L 

Grinstead,  L.  (E.  EnniskUlen.) 

Inchiquin,  L. 

Kenry,  L.  {E.  Dunraven  and 

Mount-Earl.) 
KUmaine,  L. 


Langford,  L, 

Leconfield,  L. 

Massy,  L. 

Methuen,  L. 

Monck,  L.  {V.  Monek.) 

Montea^le  of  Brandon,  L. 
[Teller.] 

Muskerry,  L. 

Newton,  L. 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  L. 

Ponsonby,  L.  (E.  Bess- 
borough.) 

Rathdonndl,  L. 

Rathmore,  Sl 

Ribblesdale,  L. 

RosRmore,  L. 

Sandhurst,  L. 

Sherborne,  L. 

Silchester,  L.  {E.  Longford.) 

Stanmore,  L. 

Sudley,  L.  {E.  Arran.) 

Tweedmouth,  L. 

Ventry,  L. 

Worlingham,  L.  {E.  Gos/ord.) 


XiOKD  EMLY  proposed  to  insert  in  line 
11,  after  the  word  "compensation"  the 
words  "  against  his  employer,"  because,  as 
the  clause  read  at  present,  it  did  not 
exactly  state  against  whom  the  compensa- 
tion was  to  be  recoverable. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  pace  41,  line  11,  after  the  word  'com- 
pensation to  insert  the  words  '  against  his 
employer.' " — (Lord  Emly.) 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  Does 
•it  follow  that  it  was  the  employer  who 
<did  anything  to  the  labourer  ? 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  was 
informed  that  the  words  were  unneces- 
zsary,  as  compensation  could  only  be  given 
Against  the  employer.  Considering  that 
they  were  going  to  take  a  division  upon 
Ihe  whole  clause  he  thought  the  best 


thing  would  be  to  accept  the  clause,  as 
amended. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
that  they  did  not  know  that  they  were 
certain  to  reject  the  clause.  He  hoped 
they  would  do  so,  but  supposing  they  did 
not,  surely  it  would  be  better  to  have  the 
clause  in  a  good  form  than  a  bad  one. 

Amendment  agreed  to.  ^      .j 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  41,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  Court '  and  insert  the  words  *  County  Court 
Jndge.*"—{Lord  Emly.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  41,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  Court   and  insert  the  words  *  County  Court 
Judge  shalL* "— (Xorrf  Emly.) 
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On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  EMLY  moved  an  Amendment 
providing  that  the  labourer  should  be 
entitled  to  six,  instead  of  three  months' 
wages  as  compensation,  and  that  the 
costs  of  the  proceedings  against  the 
employer  and  the  notice  and  order  there- 
on should  be  free  of  stamp  duty.  If  an 
employer  were  found  guilty,  undoubtedly 
six  months  wages  was  not  too  severe  a 
sentence,  because  the  labourer  was  a  poor 
man,  and  in  some  cases  had  absolutely 
nothing.  He  would  then  be  brought  witn 
his  family  to  the  door  of  the  workhouse. 
In  these  circumstances  he  did  not  think 
that  six  months'  wages  were  exorbitant. 
The  reason  why  he  proposed  that  the 

Sroceedings  should  be  free  from  all  stamp 
uty  was  that  the  man  was  so  poor  that 
he  desired  to  make  the  costs  of  proceed- 
ings ill  the  County  Court  as  small  as 
possible. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  41,  line  15,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  three  and  insert  the  word  *  six/  and  after 
the  word  *  wages,'  insert  the  words  '  and  costs 
of  proceedings  against  his  employer,  and  the 
notice  and  order  thereon  shall  oe  free  of  stamp 
d  uty. '  "—(Lord  Emly, ) 

♦The  Earl  of  CREWE  appealed  to  the 
noble  Lord  not  to  press  his  Amendment 
if  he  desired  to  carry  the  clause  as 
amended  as  a  whole.  He  felt  that  the 
noble  Jjord  would  not  be  acting  with 
great  judgment  if  he  attempted  to  press 
the  Amendment  on  the  House. 


Amendment,   by  leave  of    the  Com 
mittee,  withdrawn. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  moved  to  leave  out 
Clause  93.  He  need  not  go  through  tha 
arguments  against  it,  because  he  objected 
to  it  in  toto^  even  with  the  Amendments, 
which  had  been  made.  It  was  a  most 
unjust  thing  that  such  powers  should 
be  ^ven  to  an  immense  number  of 
people.  In  his  own  particular  case- 
the  clause  might  have  the  effect  of 
rendering  no  less  than  203  persons, 
practical^  exempt  from  dismissal  — 
a  most  unjust  thing — unless  the  cause 
had  been  a  very  grave  one.  It  was. 
impossible  to  prove  that  a  man  was  not 
dismissed  because  he  had  applied  for 
a  cottage.  There  might  be  a  great  manv^ 
cases  where  the  reasons  were  very  good 
but  they  would  not  carry  weight  in  any 
Court.  He  therefore  moved  the  rejectioa 
of  the  clause. 


Amendment  moved — 

"To  leaVe  out  Clause  9 
quin,) 


^.''^{Lord  Inchi^ 


Lord  CASTLETOWN  hoped  that  the- 
Amendment  would  not  be  pressed  as  it 
was  one  of  those  clauses  which  had  better- 
be  left  in  the  BUI. 

On  Question  that  Clause  93,  as  amended,, 
stand  part  of  the  Bill  their  Lordships^ 
divided  :— Contents,  44  ;  Not-Contents,, 
68. 


Halsbury,  E.    [L.  Chancellor,) 
Devonshire,  D.   {L,  President. ) 

Marlborough,  D. 
Portland,  D. 
Wellington,  D. 

Ailesbory,  M. 
Lansdowne,  M. 
Ripon,  M. 

Clarendon,   E.  {L.    Chamber^ 
lain,) 

Abingdon,  E. 
Crewe,  E. 
Denbigh,  £. 

Doncaster,  K    {D.  Btuxleuch 
and  Queenaberry.) 


Norfolk,  D.    {E,  Marshal,) 
Northumberland,  D. 

Abercom,  M.    (/>.  Abercom,) 


CONTENTS. 

Grey,  E. 

Hardwicke,  E 

Howe,  E. 

Lytton,  E. 

Onslow,  E. 

Selbome,  E. 

Vane,  E.     (3f.  Londonderry,) 

Waldegrave,  E.    [Teller,] 

Churchill,  V.    [Teller,] 

Ashbourne,  L» 
Balfour,  L. 
Belper,  L. 
Castletown,  L. 
Davey,  L. 
£ml>r,  L. 
Erskine,  L. 
Kenyon,  L. 
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Bandon,  K 
Belniore,  E. 
Camperdown,  E 
Cawdor,  E 


Kintore,  E.     {E,  Kintore^)\ 
Lawrence,  L. 
Lurgan,  L. 
Monk  Bretton,  L. 
Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  L. 
Monte^le  of  Brandon,  L» 
Mount  Stephen,  L.J 
Ribblesdale,  L. 
Rosmead,  L. 
Sandhurst,  L. 
Suffield,  L. 
Tweedmouth,  L. 
Windsor,  L. 
Wolverton,  L. 


Dartrey,  E. 
de  Montalt,  £ 
Droffheda,  K.J 
Morley,  E. 
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KoBse,  E. 
Waldegrave,  E. 
^escmeath,  E. 


Iridi 


[Teller.] 


ChnrchiU,  V.    [Teller.] 
Hat<}hinson,  V.    {E,  Donough- 

more.) 
Powersoourt,  V. 
'Templeton,  Y. 

J^nnaly,  L. 
Ardilaun,  L. 
Barrymore,  L. 
Belhaven  and  Stonton,  L. 
Soyle,L.  {E,  Cork  and  Orrery.) 
•Carysfort,  L.     {E.  Cai^BforU) 
(Oastlemaiue,  L. 
Chaworth,  L.     (E.  Meath.) 
Cheylesmore,  L. 
XDIan William,    L.      (E.     Clan- 
^william. ) 

(Clause  94. 


{LORDS} 

Clementa,  L.     {E.  Letirim.) 
Clonbrock,  L. 
Cloncurry,  L. 
Colchester,  L. 
Crofton,  L. 

Dawnay,  L.     {V.  Ihume,) 
De  Freyne,  L. 
De  L'lele  and  Dudley,  L. 
Deramore,  L. 
Digby,  L. 
Dunnlley,  L. 
Dunboyne,  L. 
EUenborough,  L. 
Estcourt,  L. 

Fermanagh,  L.    {E.  Erne  ) 
Fingall,L.     {E.  Fingall.) 
Forester,  L. 
Grey  de  Ruthyn  L. 
GrinBtead,L.  {E.  EnniskiUen.) 
Kenry,  L.     (E.  Dunraven  and 
Mount  Earl.) 
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Kilmaine,  L. 

Langford,  L. 

Leoonfield,  L. 

Macnaf^teo,  L. 

Ma«iy,L. 

Methnen,  L. 

Monok,  L.     {V.  Monck.) 

Mnskerry,  L. 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  L. 

Ponsonby,li.  (E.  Bessborouffh) 

Ratbdonnell,  L. 

Rathmore,  L. 

Robertson,  L. 

Rossmore,  L. 

Sherborne,  L. 

Silchester,  L.     (E.  Longford.) 

Stalbridge,  L. 

Stanmore,  L. 

Ventiy,  L. 

Worlingham,  L.    {E.  Gosford,) 


flLoRD  EMLY  said  he  had  several 
Amendments  to  propose  on  Clause  94,  but 
he  wished  to  withdraw  them  in  conse- 
quence of  the  promise  of  the  noble  Duke 
that  the  Labourers  Acts  would  be  con- 
,8idered  at  no  remote  date. 

Amendment  moved — 

•"In  page  41,  line  19,  after  the  word  '  shall,'  to 
Insert  the  words  'hold  a  public  and  sworn 
inquiry,  of  which  fourteen  clear  days'  notice 
shall  have  been  previously  conspicuously  given 
by  raeans  of  notices  posted  on  the  police 
.barrack  and  post  office  nearest  to  the  said 
^tate.'  "—{Lord  Emly. ) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
^withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

**In  page  41,  line  21,  after  the  word  *  therefor,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  accommodation  shall  not 
be  deemed  sufficient  unless  there  be  a  cottage 
>nd  an  acre  plot  to  every  fifty  acres  of  such 
estate,  and  such  cottaees  may  be  placed,  and 
such  acres  selected  on  holdings  not  abutting  on 
a  public  highway,  and  the  Land  Commission 
fihill«have  power  to  make  such  provision  for  a 
right  of  way  to  such  oottage^  as  they  may 
deem  reasonable.'  ''—{Lord  Emly.) 


Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  41,  line  23,  to  leave  out  from 
the  word  *  Ireland'  to  the  word  'under' 
in  line  25  and  insert  the  words  '  and  shall  be 
deemed  a  scheme  formulated  by  the  council  of 
the  rural  district  in  which  the  land  comprised 
in  the  scheme  is  situate.'  ''—{Lord  Emly.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
ivithdrawn. 


Clause  94  agreed  to. 
Clause  95. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  41,  line  90,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  must  eitner  be '  and  insert  the  words  *  is 
either.'  "—{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  41,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  be '  and  uisert  the  word  *  is.'  ''—{The  Duke  oj 
Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  95,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  96. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  pro- 
posed an  Amendment  to  Clause  96,  which 
he  said  was  to  secure  that  the  rules  under 
the  general  provisions  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  should  be  made  by  a 
majority  of  the  Land  Commission 
of  which  the  Judicial  Commissioner 
should  be  one. 

Amendment  moved — 

'<  In  page  42,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  'Commission'  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph, 
and  insert  the  words  '  in  the  manzer  direct- 
ed by  Sub-section  6  of  Section  29  of  the 
the  ^ct  of  1891.  The  expression  '*  demesne  " 
includes  anv  mansion  house  or  othw  building* 
thereon  :  The  expression  *'  vesting  order  " 
includa^.  fiat.' " — {The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  42,  line  34,  after  the  word  <  Act 'to 
insert  tiie  words  '  or  enactment, '  and  after  the 
word  I' amending'  to  insert  the  word 'apply- 
ing.' "—{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


357 


Irish 


{7  August  1903} 


La/ndBUl 


358 


On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to 

Clause  96,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  97. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE 
moved  an  Amendment  to  Clause  97,  the 
object  of  which  he  said  was  to  secure  to 
the  tenant  any  sporting  rights  of  which 
he  was  not  at  present  in  possession.  The 
clause  provided  that  "nothing  in  this 
Act  shall  affect  (a)  Any  sporting  rights, 
mineral  rights,  or  water  rights  which  are 
not  in  the  possession  or  enjoyment  of  the 
vendor  at  the  time  of  s^de."  As  he 
explained  last  night,  there  were  a  certain 
number  of  cases — not  many,  but  still  a 
few — in  which  judicial  rents  had  never 
been  fixed,  and  in  which  under  some  old 
laws  the  tenant  was  in  the  enjoyment  of 
sporting  rights.  It  was  quite  fair  that 
the  tenant  should  not  lose  his  rights.  He 
should  like  to  inquire  of  the  Government 
what  was  meant  by  the  word  "vendor" 
iippearing  in  the  clause.  If  trustees  were 
celling  the  estate,  of  course  they  would  not 
3)0  in  possession  of  the  sporting  rights, 
4W  the  owner  for  the  time  being  under 
the  Crown  would  be  in  possession  of  those 
flights.  They  would  not  bind  a  Judge, 
ibut  he  hoped  that  the  word  "  vendor  " 
-would  be  taken  to  include  the  owner, 
although  he  did  not  think  it  would.  It 
would  be  better  to  have  some  definition 
jn  the  clause. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  43,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  vendor/ 
to  insert  the  words  *or tenant.'"— {2%«  Earl 
oj  Danoughmore.) 

*Thb  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
«aid  the  Government  were  advised  that  the 
tenants'  sporting  rights  were  sufficiently 
dealt  with  under  Clauses  13  and  16. 
With  regard  to  the  second  Amendment 
proposedby  the  noble  Earl,  he  believed  he 
was  right  in  saying  that  any  rights  which 
"Were  under  the  existing  law  or  under 
Any  other  dispositions  were  already 
exempted  from  theoperationof  the  Billand 
^would  remain  permanently  exempted. 

♦The  Earl  OF  DONOUGHMORE  said 
ii  that  was  the  opinion  of  the  Gx)vern- 
ment  he  did  not  wish  to  press  the  matter, 
l)ut  he  should  like  to  press  for  an  answer 
to  the  Question  regarding  the  meaning  of 
the   word    "vencfor,**    as    it  was  most 


important.  Under  any  settlement  it 
might  happen  that  the  trustees  would  sell 
and  be  the  vendors,  but  many  would  not 
be  in  the  possession  of  any  sporting  rights. 
The  person  who  held  under  the  settlement 
would  be  in  enjoyment  cf  the  sporting 
rights,  but  he  would  not  be  the  vendor. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
cannot  give  a  definition  on  a  legal 
expression. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE: 
Perhaps  the' noble  Duke  will  deal  with 
the  point  between  now  and  the  Report 
stage. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  It 
has  to  do  with  sporting  rights. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE :  It 
is  a  complementary  clause. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  There 
is  a  new  clause  which  will  appear  in  the 
Bill  on  Report  dealing  with  sporting 
rights.  I  think  it  is  intended  that  the 
clause  shall  be  reconsidered  on  Report, 
and  the  noble  Lords  will  see  whether  it 
meets  with  their  views. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  43,  line  4,  after  the  word  '  gale,'  to 
insert  the  words  *  Provided  that  the  foregoing 
provisions  of  this  Act  shall  apply  to  any  such 
rights  upon  the  termination  of  any  outstand- 
ing estate  or  interest  therein,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  such  rights  had  been  in  the 
pnossession  or  enjoyment  of  the  vendor  at  the 
time  of  sale.*  "^{TheEarl  of  Donoughmore.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  97  agreed  to. 

Clause  98  agreed  to. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  proposed  an 
Amendment  after  Clause  98  to  insert  a 
new  clause,  which  he  said  was  another 
well-meant  attempt  on  his  part  to  afford 
assistance  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland.  Under  an  earlier  clause  in  the 
Bill  advantage  was  taken  of  the  experience 
of  the  President  of  the  Incorporated  Law 
Society  in  making  rules,  but  those  rules 
only  applied  to  the  work  done  by  the 
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Estates  Commissioners.  As  regarded 
rules  relating  to  the  general  work  of  the 
Bill,  the  sales,  purchases,  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  purchase  money,  in  which 
he  should  think  the  help  of  an  experienced 
solicitor  would  be  most  useful,  there  was 
no  provision  for  obtaining  his  assistance. 
Of  course  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
knew  what  ought  to  be  done  much  better 
than  he  did,  but  he  submitted  that  it 
might  be  an  advantage  to  make  the 
President  of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society 
a  member  of  the  Rule  Committee.  Origin- 
ally the  President  of  the  Incorporated 
Law  Society  was  not  made  a  member  of 
the  Committee  which  settled  the  rules 
under  the  Judicature  Act,  but  afterwards 
in  1897  it  was  found  necessary  or  ex- 
pedient to  make  him  a  member.  A  man 
who  was  a  member  of  a  rule-making  body 
would  be  much  more  useful  than  a  man 
who  was  only  occasionally  consulted,  and 
who  therefore  was  not  in  touch  with 
what  was  going  on. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  98  to  insert  as  a  new  clause 
the  words  *  In  the  framing  of  any  rules  relating 
to  legal  procedure,  and  the  remuneration  of 
solicitors  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  as 
amended  by  thi^s  Act,  the  President  of  the  In- 
corporated Law  Society  of  Ireland  for  the 
time  being  shall  be  associated  with  the  Land 
Commission  as  a  member  of  the  rule-making 
authority.*  "—{Lard  Macnaghten.) 

*The  lord  chancellor  of  IRE- 
LAND  said  he  had  nothing  to  say  in  the 
making  of  these  rules,  which  were  to  be 
made  by  a  very  special  rule-making 
authority,  presided  over  by  the  Judicial 
Commissioner  who  was  aided  by  all  his 
colleagues.  He  did  not  feel  it  was  any 
grievance  that  he  was  not  a  member  of 
that  body  and  he  did  not  desire  to  become 
a  member  of  it,  because  he  was  already  a 
member  of  a  quite  sufficient  number  of 
rule-making  authorities.  All  these  rules 
came  within  the  Publication  of  Rules  Act 
and  they  would  not  come  into  force  until 
they  were  published  in  the  Gazette  and 
circulated.  It  was  quite  competent  for 
the  Incorporated  Law  Society  to  make  re- 
presentations to  the  rule-making  author- 
ity, and  he  was  quite  sure  that  such 
representations  would  be  fully  attended 
to. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  he  was 
not  suggesting  that  the  President  of  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society  would  make 

Lord  Macnaghten, 


any  objection  to  the  rules,  but  he  should 
have  thought  that  it  would  have  facili- 
tated the  working  of  the  Bill  if  an 
experienced  solicitor  were  added  to  the 
rule-making  authority,  because  he  must 
know  a  great  deal  about  sales,  purchases, 
and  the  distribution  of  purchase  money. 
He  would  not  press  the  Motion  if  the 
Lord  Chancellor  for  Ireland  thought  it 
was  inadvisable. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND :  Best  leave  it  alone  when  it  was 
objected  to. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, withdrawn. 

Clause  99  agreed  to. 

Clause  100  agreed  to. 

Clause  101  agreed  to. 

Schedule. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  44,  line  21,  after  the  first  word 
*  three '  to  insert  the  words  *  In  Sub-section 
1  of  Section 34, from  "a member' to  " forestry  '* 
and  the  words  'the  Chief  Secretary  when 
absent  shall  be  replaced  by  the  Under  Sec- 
retary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.*"— (TAc  Duke, 
of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 

Title,  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIKE:  In 
moving  that  the  Standing  Committee  be 
negatived,  it  may  be  convenient  that  I 
should  state  when  it  is  proposed  to  take 
the  Keport  stage  of  the  Irish  Land  Bfll. 
The  first  business  on  Monday  will  be  the 
Sugar  Convention  Bill,  but  I  understand 
that  it  will  not  necessarily  take  a  very  long 
time,  and,  if  possible,  I  should  propose 
to  proceed  with  the  Report  stage  of  the 
Irish  Land  Bill  afterwards.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  it  might  give  us  a  better 
opportunity  of  getting  through  both 
these  measures  if  the  House  were  to 
meet  at  an  earlier  hour,  and  I  should 
suggest  that  the  House  meet  on  Monday 
at  3  o'clock.  In  that  case  we  can  then 
take  the  Third  Reading  on  Tuesday. 
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The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  The 
proposal  of  the  noble  Duke  is  a  very  fair 
one,  and  I  am  quite  ready  to  agree  on 
behalf  of  my  friends  to  the  House 
meeting  at  3  o'clock  on  Monday,  and 
that  the  business  should  be  as  stated  by 
the  noble  Duke,  it  being  distinctly 
understood  that  the  Sugar  Convention 
Bill  is  taken  first. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE: 
Cannot  arrangements  be  made  for  us  to 
put  down  Amendments  to-morrow  for 
the  Report  stage 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  Yes. 

Standing  Committee  negatived. 

The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be 
received  on  Monday  next ;  and  Bill  to 
be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  201.) 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure ;  and 
resumed  by  the  Earl  of  Morley. 

ARTILLERY  OFFICERS. 

Viscount  TEMPLETOWN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  His  Majesty's  Government  whether 
Batteries  Nos.  15,  27,  39,  47,  68,  and 
116  have  two  captains,  instead  of  one 
major  and  one  captain ;  and,  if  so,  why 
six  senior  captains  are  not  promoted  to 
command. 

♦The  under  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  FOR  War  (the  Earl  of  Hard- 
wickb):  I  hope  the  noble  Lo.  d  will  besatis- 
fied  at  thislate  hourwith  a  brief  statement. 
In  reply  to  his  Questions,  the  answer 
to  the  first  part  of  his  Question  is  that 
the  batteries  named  have  two  captains 
instead  of  one  major  and  one  captain. 
This  state  of  things  is  brought  about 
by  the  operation  of  Article  26  of  the 
Royal  Warrant,  which  provides  for  the 
succession  of  majors,  extra  regimentally 
employed,  by  captains.  The  Royal 
Artillery  Estimates  provide  for  forty- 
eight  majors  to  be  employed  on  staff  and 
extra  regimental  employments  and  to  be 
succeeded  by  majors.  But  this  number 
is  frequently  exceeded,  and  the  excess 
have  to  be  succeeded  by  captains.  It  is 
in  reality  a  question  of  finance,  as 
I*explained  to  the  House  before  on  the 
Motion  of  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  Heneage. 
If  captains  appointed  to  take  the  place 
of  majors  were  promoted,  it  would  mean 
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an  increased  charge,  which  at  the  present 
time  Army  funds  are  not  able  to 
meet.  I  may  inform  the  noble  Lord, 
as  I  have  already  stated  in  this  House, 
that  the  question  has  been  under  the 
consideration  of  the  military  authorities, 
and  that  it  is  possible  that  during  the 
coming  year  some  alteration  may  be  made 
in  the  existing  system,  No  doubt  from 
the  point  of  view  of  military  eflSciency, 
it  would  be  better  to  replace  majors 
in  such  cases  by  the  promotion  of 
captains.  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to 
do  more  than  say  that  the  matter  is 
under  the  consideration  of  the  military 
authorities  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  and  if  anything  can  be  done 
to  lessen  the  dissatisfaction  which  at 
present  exists,  it  will  be  done  during 
the  course  of  the  coming  year. 

FERTILISERS    AND    FEEDING    STUFFS 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

♦Viscount  TEMPLETOWN  said:  I  ask 
the  patienceof  the  Housefora  few  minutes, 
while  1  try  to  explain  the  object  of 
this  Bill.  In  the  first  place  I  should  like 
to  say  that  the  Bill  is  the  result  of  a 
very  careful  consideration  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Central  Chamber  of 
Agriculture,  and  it  has  received  the 
careful  consideration  and  almost  unani- 
mous support  of  the  local  Chambers  of 
Agriculture  throughout  the  country. 
It  therefore  claims  rather  more  than 
passing  attention  at  your  Lordships' 
hands.  The  history  of  this  Bill  is  very 
simple.  Some  ten  years  ago  the  first 
Bill  was  passed,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  so  far  as  those  who  have  had  to 
deal  with  it,  practically,  are  concerned  they 
consider  the  Bill  to  be  a  failure.  Why 
has  it  been  a  failure?  The  first  and  primary 
cause  has  been  this :  that  those  who  wanted 
to  take  samples  for  the  purposes  of  analysis 
had  to  inform  befoi-ehand  those  from 
whom  they  were  going  to  take  the  sam- 
ples. This  procedure  illustrates  the  truth 
of  the  old  proverb,  "  In  vain  do  you 
spread  the  net  in  sight  of  the  bird." 
Another  reason  that  contributed  to  its 
failure  was  that  there  were  a  great  many 
people   who  purchased  food   stuffs  and 
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fertilisers  and  who  were  on  friendly  terms 
with  the  vendors  and  sellers.  They  did 
not  wish  to  appear  as  doubting  the  latter 
by  asking  that  the  stuffs  they  purchased 
should  be  analysed.  Another  reason  for 
the  failure  is  tnat  this  past  Act  has  been 
worked  under  the  most  minute  instruc- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and 
rightly  or  wrongly,  in  consequence  of 
that,  the  farmers  have  not  been  able  to 
imderstand  very  well  the  practical  work- 
ing of  the  Act.  A  third  reason  for  the 
failure  of  the  Act  is  with  regard  to  the 
invoices.  According  to  the  Act  the 
invoices  are  to  show  the  least  quantity 
of  ingredients  present.  The  proposal  in 
this  Sill  is  that  the  invoices,  which  are 
to  act  as  guarantees,  should  show  exactly 
what  is  in  the  manure  and  especially  in 
the  feeding  stuffs,  which  vary  so  very 
greatly.  There  is  the  further  point  that 
after  no  less  than  ten  years'  working  of 
the  Act  it  has  been  found  that  there 
has  been  practically  no  step  taken  to  en- 
force the  guarantee  of  ingredients  that 
the  invoices  were  supposed  to  give.  One 
pai-ticular  point  which  the  Central 
Chamber  Committee  make  is  that  they 
consider  tliat  feeding  stuffs  should  be 
guaranteed  and  sold  under  the  guarantee, 
which  is  not  done  at  present.  This  Bill 
represents  the  outcome  of  the  most  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  Central  Chamber 
of  Agriculture,  which  has  been  backed 
up  by  the  local  chambers,  and  I  under- 
stand that  the  Government  will  not 
oppose  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill, 
provided  that  there  is  no  objection  to 
its  being  referred  to  a  Committee  which 
I  understand  has  been  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  question.  Without  saying 
more  I  will  appeal  to  the  House  to  give 
the  Bill  a  Second  Reading  in  the  hopes 
that  the  Grovemment  will  see  their  way 
to  accept  it. 

*The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (The  Eari  of  Onslow  : 
My  Lords,  I  am  far  from  saying  that  the 
existing  Act  has  been  a  great  success.  I  am 
perfectly  well  aware  that  the  provisions 
of  that  Act  have  not  been  made  use  of 
to  anything  like  such  an  extent  as  was 
hopea  by  those  who  introduced  it  in  the 
year  1889.  I  have,  as  the  noble  Lord  is 
aware,  appointed  a  Departmental  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  reasons  why 
it  has  not  been  a  greater  success,  and  as 
to  whether  any  Amendment  or  alteration 
Fiscaunt  Templetown, 


can  be  made  in  the  law  which  would 
enable  it  to  be  of  greater  benefit  to  the 
agricultural  community.  I  do  not  wish 
to  express  any  opinion  upon  the  Bfll 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  introduced^ 
but  I  am  quite  willing,  if  your  Lordships 
think  fit,  to  give  it  a  Second  Reading  on 
the  understanding  that  the  noble  Lord 
will  not  proceed  further  with  it,  but  will 
let  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  of  which 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  [Lord  Burghclere] 
has  been  good  enough  to  consent  to  act 
as  Chairman.  I  am  sure  the  Committee 
imder  his  presidency  will  give  the  matter 
every  consideration.  I  hope  the  nobl© 
Lord  will  consent  to  let  the  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time  but  not  proceed  further 
with  it. 

Bill  read  2^  (according  to  order). 

NAVAL  WORKS  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read 
ing  read. 

♦The  first  LORD  OF  THE  ADMIR- 
ALTY (The  Earl  of  Selborne\  in  moving 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  said :  My 
Lords,  at  this  hour  of  the  night  I  would 
willingly  spare  your  Lordships  any  speech 
on  this  subject,  but  it  is  so  important^ 
and  the  Bill  covers  such  a  wide  field,  and 
one  item  in  it  has  been  the  subject  of  so 
much  public  interest,  that  it  is  not  possible 
for  me,  consistently  with  my  duty, 
to  avoid  making  a  statement.  As 
regards  the  existing  works  contained  in 
this  Naval  Works  Bill,  all  I  would  report 
to  your  Lordships  is  that  they  are  going 
on  very  satisfactorily,  with  the  exception, 
perhaps,  of  the  works  at  Simon's  Bay, 
Cape  Colony,  where  there  has  been  a  very 
unfortunate  delay  owin^  to  the  great 
difficulty  in  procuring  labour.  If  any 
noble  Lord  wishes  to  ask  a  question  as 
regards  any  of  the  existing  works  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  answer  him,  so  far  as  lies  in 
my  power,  in  my  reply.  The  principal 
feature  of  this  Bill  is  that  it  is  the  last 
and  final  Bill  of  this  series,  so  far  as  new 
items  are  concerned.  Bills  will  be  re- 
quired in  the  future  to  supply  additional 
money  for  finishing  the  works  either  now 
in  progress  or  at  this  moment  proposed  to 
Parliament  for  authorisation,  but  in  these 
future  Bills  no  new  items  will  henceforth 
be  inserted.  As  regards  the  new  items 
to  which  the  assent  of  your  Lordships  is 
now  asked  I  would  draw  attention  to  the 
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various  provi8ion8  for  completing  the 
equipment  of  the  gunnery  and  torpedo 
schools  at  the  three  great  home  ports. 
The  importance  of  that  item  wul  be 
obvious  to  your  Lordships.  An  item 
which  I  really  believe  is  of  more  conse- 
quence than  any  of  the  others,  except  the 
establishment  of  the  new  naval  base  in 
the  Firth  of  Forth,  is  that  item  by  which 
for  the  first  time  all  our  dockyards  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  all  our  magazines, 
will  be  equipped  with  electric  power  and 
light.  At  the  present  moment,  in  the 
event  of  a  naval  'war,  when  it  might  be 
necessanr  to  work  all  n^ht  as  well  as  all 
day  in  the  dockyards,  there  is  really  no 
appliance  to  mase  it  possible  except  such 
improvised  illuminations  as  can  be  then 
secured.  With  a  proper  installation  of 
electric  light  the  work  can  be  prosecuted 
by  night  as  well  as  by  day.  In  respect 
to  the  magazines  it  is  quite  obvious  that 
the  electric  light  is  the  only  light  under 
which  they  could  be  worked  by  night  and 
day,  and  therefore  the  importance  of 
equipping  them  with  electric  light  is 
obvious.  But  the  installation  of  electric 
light  in  the  dockyards  is  even  of  greater 
importance.  Unlike  the  new  yards  of 
great  firms  like  those  of  Elawick  and  of 
Yickers,  the  dockyards  have  grown  up 
during  the  course  of  generations  and 
centuries,  and  the  power  consists  of  many 
different  kinds  all  scattered  and  uncon- 
nected, and  therefore  uneconomical.  By 
this  installation  of  electric  power,  the 
power  will  be  supplied  in  the  most 
economical  and  e£Scient  form  in  all  the 
dockyards.  Simultaneously  with  this 
proper  equipment  of  the  dockyards  with 

g>wer,  it  has  been  arranged  to  ask  the 
ouse  of  Commons  next  year  and  the 
year  after  in  the  Annual  Estimates,  to 
pass  a  special  Vote  for  bringing  up  all  the 
dockyard  machinery  to  date.  A  great 
deal  of  money  has  in  recent  years 
been  expended  on  the  dockyard  machin- 
ery, but  much  of  that  machinery  is 
of  such  a  character  that  any  modern 
and  up-to-date  employer  of  labour  would 
certainly  discard  it.  I  have  asked  the 
Treasury  to  seize  this  moment  to  put 
all  the  machinery  in  proper  order,  and 
the  Treasury  have  agreed,  and,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  money  will  be  provided 
in  the  Estimates  next  year  and  the 
year  after. 


Next  I  will  pass  to  those  new 
items  which  affect  the  efficiency  of 
the  dockyards  and  the  provision  of 
sufficient  accommodation  there.  It  is 
proposed  to  turn  the  small  yard  at 
Sheemess  into  one  mainly,  if  not  exclu- 
sively, reserved  for  the  repair  of  de- 
stroyers. The  great  works  which  we  are 
commencing  at  Chatham  and  Rosyth — 
the  name  given  to  the  new  base  in  the 
Firth  of  Forth — have  been  rendered 
necessary  by  the  expanaon  of  the  Fleet. 
These  new  basins  and  works  are  required 
at  Chatham,  and  the  anchorage  in  the 
Firth  of  Forth  is  required,  simply  be- 
cause otherwise,  in  a  few  years,  there 
will  be  no  place  in  which  to  stow  His 
Majesty's  ships.  This  question  was  ex- 
haustively examined  by  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Berthing  of  the  Navy^ 
the  Report  of  which  has  been  presented 
and  laid  before  both  Houses  oi  Parlia- 
ment. Therefore  I  pass  to  the  subject 
of  the  new  naval  base.  The  ori^nal 
necessity  for  the  establishment  of  thatbase 
was,  as  I  have  said,  simply  one  of  want  of 
room.  Granted  that  more  room  was 
required  for  the  expansion  of  the  Fleets 
the  question  of  site  became  of  cardinal 
importance,  and  that  site  was  chosen  as 
combining  in  all  respects  the  require- 
ments of  the  Navy  —  requirements 
which  were  industrial,  economical,  and 
strategic.  I  do  not  think  the  policy  of 
establishing  a  naval  base  in  the  North  of 
these  islands  and  on  the  East  coast  wilt 
require  any  defence  from  me.  But  while 
the  policy  of  the  establishment  of  this 
base  has  been  very  generally  approved 
by  the  country,  much  criticism  has  been 
passed  on  the  price  that  has  been  paid 
for  it.  That  is  a  subject  on  which,  I  think , 
the  House  of  Commons  ought  to  be 
exceedingly  careful  and  even  jealous  that 
the  Government  of  the  day  should  be 
economical  and  wise  in  the  price  that 
they  pay,  and  therefore  not  only  do  I  not 
resent  but  I  welcome  the  criticism  that 
has  been  passed,  and  I  welcome  it  all  the 
more  because  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
show  your  Lordships  that,  being  very 
conscious  of  my  responsibility  in  the 
matter,  I  have  made  what  may  fairly  be 
called  a  good  bargain  for  the  country. 

The  criticism  has  been  that  the  vendors 
have  received  more  money  than  they 
ought  to  have  received.  I  submit  that 
is  not  the  point.     The  point  is  whether 
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the  Board  of  Admiralty  have  secured  the 

site  as  cheaply  as  they  possibly  coiUd  do  so 

for  the  country  under  any  process  known 

to  law.     That   the  two  things  are   not 

quite  the  samel  think  I  shall  be  able  to 

show  you  very  shortly.     I  maintain  that 

although  the  vendors  certainly  have  no 

reason  to  complain  of  the  price  they  have 

received,   we  have    acquired    this    land 

cheaper  than  we  could  nave  done  by  any 

other  possible  course.     What  happened  1 

We  asked  the  vendors  what  price  they 

required  for  their  land.     Of  course  they 

naturally  said  they  did  not  want  to  sell ; 

but  thev  understood  that  this  was  a  great 

national  object  and  that  compulsion  was 

in      the      background,      and     therefore 

they    did    not    raise      that     objection. 

But  a  price  was  named  by  the  valuers  to 

the   vendor   which  I  could  not  for  one 

moment  accept.    Therefore  I  endeavoured 

to  get  the  best  valuer  who  could    be 

employed  on  behalf  of  the  Admiralty. 

He  made  a  valuation,  and  the  price  which 

we   have  paid  is    practically    our    own 

valuer's  valuation  with  the  addition  of 

about  ^£9,000.   The  point  I  have  to  make 

is  that  I  could  not  possibly  have  got  this 

land  for  the  country  any  cheaper  than 

the  price  named  by  our  own  valuer,  plus 

^9,000.     What  has  been  the  result  in  the 

first  place  1     We  have  acquired   1,600 

acres  of  land  and  foreshore  for  £122,500, 

or  an  average  of  £76  per  acre  without  the 

minerals.     The  minerals  reserved  are  coal 

and  shale,  and  not  rock  or  granite  or 

the  more  surface  type  of  minerals  which 

are  included  in  the  purchase.     Let  us 

examine  that  price  for  a  moment  from 

the  point  of  view  of  the  State.     Three 

per  cent,  on  the  purchase  price  represents 

a  sum  of  £3,675  a  year.     If  we  are  able 

to  feu  only  200  acres  of  the  1,600  at  the 

very  moderate  price  of  £20  an  acre,  the 

State  will  at  once  have  a  revenue  of 

£4,000  a  vear,  or  a  larger  sum  than  3  per 

cent,  on  the  purchase  price.     But  £20  an 

acre  for  feuing  is  undoubtedly  a  moderate 

rate  to  name,  because,  I  am  informed, 

that  only  within  the  last  few  days  land 

actually  adjoining  that  purchased  by  the 

State  has  been  feued  at  the  rate  of  £50 

an  acre.     In  addition  to  this  there  are 

very  large  stone  quarries,  the  stone  of 

which  is  at  the  present  moment  being 

exported  for  the  building  of  our  docks  in 

the  South  of  England,  and  this  stone  will 

henceforth  belong  to  the  country,  and  the 

country  will  be  able  to  sell  it  or  utilise  it 

The  Earl  of  Selbame. 


for  the  construction  of  its  own  docks.  I 
will  go  back  for  one  moment.  In  taking 
the  1,600  acres  we  had  a  deliberate 
economic  policy  in  view.  What  has 
hitherto  happened  in  respect  to  all  our 
dockyards  1  The  Government  has  begun 
by  taking  a  comparatively  small  piece  of 
land  and  establishing  a  base  or  dockyard 
there.  All  the  land  around  it  has  at 
once  increased  manifold  in  value,  and  the 
whole  of  the  unearned  increment  has 
gone  to  private  proprietors  and  not 
to  the  State  which  has  given  the  value. 
Whenever  the  State  has  required  to  buy 
more  land  for  the  expansion  of  the  estab- 
lishment, it  has  been  compelled  to  pay 
enormous  sums.  In  this  case  the  Beard 
of  Admiralty  determined  to  buy  a  large 
area  so  that  as  much  of  the  increased 
value  as  possible  would  accrue  to  the 
State  and  not  to  private  individuals. 
Therefore  we  have  left  to  the  private  in 
dividuals,  from  whom  we  bought  this 
land,  no  prospect  of  an  unearned  incre- 
ment which  the  State  may  create. 

Let  us  compare  the  price  we  have 
paid  for  this  land  with  the  price  of 
land  sold  for  corresponding  purposes 
in  the  same  part  of  Scotland.  In  the 
year  1890,  or  thirteen  years  ago,  the 
town  of  Kirkcaldy  bought  ninety-five  acres, 
without  any  water  frontage,  a  little  lower 
down  the  Forth,  and  paid  £150  an  acre 
for  it.  The  Edinburgh  Water  Trust  has 
bought  some  agricultural  land  some  miles 
from  Edinburgh  at  over  £400  an  acre.  I 
find  that,  taking  all  the  water-work  sites 
in  Scotland,  and  averaging,  the  price  paid 
for  the  land,  which  is  always  purely 
agricultural,  and  mainly  moorland,  was 
£55  an  acre  or  147  years  purchase  of  the 
average  rental  of  the  land  purchased. 
Such  have  been  similar  purchases  in  that 
part  of  Scotland.  But  what  has  been 
our  experience  in  the  Admiralty  and 
the  experience  of  the  War  Office 
in  these  matters  1  If  we  had  not  accepted 
a  bargain  which  was  the  valuation  of  our 
own  valuer,  plus  £9,000,  what  course 
would  have  been  open  to  us  ?  We  could 
have  put  into  force  the  compulsory  powers 
under  the  Defence  Act  or  the  JVlilitary 
Lands  Act.  But  what  has  been  our  ex- 
perience in  this  matter  ?  Our  experience 
is  that  the  very  first  thing  an  arbitrator 
asks  is  what  is  the  valuation  of  your  own 
valuer,  but  does  he  ever  in  the  final  award 
give  anything  like  the  valuation  of  your 
own  valuer  1    I  will  give  you  some  figures 
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which  are  more  eloquent  than  any  argu- 
ments I  could  use.  The  Admiralty  had 
occasion  to  purchase  some  land  at  U pnor 
compulsorily  under  the  Defence  Act.  The 
vendor  asked  £8,000;  the  Admiralty 
valuer  valued  it  at  £5,500 ;  the  arbitra- 
tor awarded  £15,000.  The  costs  to  the 
Admiralty  were  £3,700  in  addition,  and 
the  time  occupied  in  closing  the  trans- 
action was  seventeen  months.  At  Deal 
the  Admiralty  also  required  some  land. 
The  vendor  first  of  all  asked  £8,000,  but 
before  we  put  the  oompulsorv  powers  into 
force  he  lowered  his  demand  to  £6,000. 
The  Admiralty  valuer  put  the  value  at 
£1,800.  The  arbitrator  awarded  £7,600, 
the  costs  to  the  Admiralty  was  £1,750, 
and  the  time  occupied  was  nine  months.  I 
now  pass  to  the  experience  of  the  War 
Office.  There  was  at  Woking  a  case 
under  the  Military  Lands  Act,  where 
the  vendor  asked  £6,500  for  some  land. 
I  would  ask  your  particular  attention 
to  this  fact,  that  the  price  named 
by  the  vendor  at  the  commencement  of  a 
transaction  such  as  this  is  without  preju> 
dice,  that  is  to  say,  that  if  the  vendor  asks 
one  price  of  the  Admiralty  or  the  War 
Office  and  they  do  not  accept,  and  they 
go  before  an  arbitrator,  the  vendor 
can  ask  any  price  he  likes  of  the  arbi- 
trator. This  one  is  a  very  remarkable  case 
in  point.  For  these  lands  at  Woking 
the  vendor  asked  for  £6,500  from  the 
War  Office,  but  before  the  arbitrator  the 
vendor  asked  for  £26,400.  The  War 
Office  valuer  valued  the  land  at  £5,500 
and  the  award  was  £6,800,  the  costs  to 
the  War  Office  were  £560,  the  time 
occupied  being  fifteen  months.  At 
Dover  the  War  Office  wanted  some 
land.  The  vendor  asked  £85,000,  the 
War  Office  valuer  valued  it  at  £12,000 ; 
the  arbitrator  awarded  £21,800,  and  the 
coBts  incurred  by  the  War  Office 
amounted  to  £2,120,  the  time  occupied 
being  twenty  months.  At  Droughty 
Perry  the  War  Office  also  required  to 
have  some  land  and  the  vendor  asked 
for  it  £23,500.  The  War  Office  valuer 
valued  it  at  £3,500,  and  the  award 
was  £9,300,  while  the  War  Office  were 
mulcted  in  costs  to  the  amount 
of  £5,000,  the  time  occupied  being 
five  months.  Our  universal  experience 
of  compulsion  is  this;  that  the  arbi- 
trator asks  the  value  put  upon  it  by 
your    own    valuer,   he    then   asks   the 


vendor  what  value  he  puts  on  it,  and  the 
award  of  the  arbitrator  is  always  between 
the  two,  generally  a  great  deal  nearer 
the  price  of  the  vendor  than  the  value 
put  on  it  by  the  public  valuer,  while  in 
addition  there  is  always  a  heavy  bill 
of  costs  and  a  grettt  waste  of  time  in 
closing  the  transaction.  I  believe  abso- 
lutely that  if  we  had  not  closed  for  the 
sum  named  by  our  own  valuer  plus 
£9,000,  and  if  we  had  gone  before  an 
arbitrator,  the  country  would  have  had  to 
pay  a  much  larger  sum,  certainly  if  experi- 
ence is  any  guide  in  the  matter,  very 
much  more.  We  should  also  have  run  up  a 
heavy  bill  of  costs,  and  the  time  occupied 
would  have  extended  over  many  months. 
As  it  is,  we  are  practically  getting  the 
land  at  the  value  put  upon  it  by  our 
own  valuer.  We  have  contracted  no 
bills  of  costs,  or  practically  none,  and  we 
get  the  land  at  once.  This  is  my  de- 
lence,  and  I  venture  to  think  it  is  a 
strong  one 

I  can  only  say  that  my  sole  object 
all  through  has  been  to  get  the  land 
as  cheaply  as  I  could  for  the  public, 
and  in  deciding  on  the  course  I  had 
to  take  i  was  bound  to  be  guided  by 
experience  in  this  matter,  and  by  the 
advice  of  those  in  the  locality  who  knew 
what  the  conditions  of  the  sale  of  land 
in  that  part  of  Scotland  were.  I  have 
only  one  further  word  to  say,  and  that 
is  as  to  the  future  of  this  naval  base. 
The  Board  of  Admiralty  have  purposely 
not  attempted  as  yet  to  sketch  to  ParUa- 
ment  what  they  believe  will  be  the  final 
requirements  of  the  country  at  that 
station.  All  we  claim  to  have  done  is  to 
have  provided  in  the  cheapest  and  fullest 
way  possible  for  the  expansion  in  the 
future  which  we  foresee.  A  naval  base 
may  be  one  of  two  things.  ,  It  may  be  a 
naval  base  pure  and  simple,  where  there 
are  dep6ts  of  men,  ammunition  and 
stores,  and  where  ships  can  lie  and  be 
docked,  or  you  can  have  a  great  manu- 
facturing establishment  known  by  the 
name  of  a  dockyard.  The  two  conditions 
are  not  necessarily  connected,  ^ut  neither 
are  they  incompatible.  I  do  not  say  as 
yet,  because  I  do  not  know,  how  far  in 
the  direction  of  a  dockyard  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  country  to  go,  but  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  estaUish  a  great  naval 
base  there  in  the  first  sense  is  certain. 
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Whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  it 
A  dockyard  of  the  same  type  as  at  Ports- 
mouth I  am  not  prepared  as  yet  to  ex- 
fress  an  opinion.  All  I  can  say  is  that 
have  bet'n  greatly  impressed  by  my 
<=xperience  at  the  Admiralty  with  the 
view,  in  which  I  think  my  predecessors 
will  not  differ  from  me,  that  there  are 
very  grave  disadvantages  as  well  as  ad- 
vantages in  the  State  being  a  manu- 
facturer, and  that  the  indefinite  enlarffe- 
ment  of  the  employment  of  labour  by 
the  State  is  attended  with  serious  draw- 
backs. Wherever  it  is  possible  for  the 
private  trade  of  the  country  to  adequately 
and  fully  meet  the  purely  manufacturing 
requirements  of  the  State  lam  of  opinion 
that  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  State 
not  to  increase  its  alr^y  very  large 
manufacturing  establishments.  But  I 
am  not  yet  prepared  to  say  how  far  it 
will  be  possible  at  Eosyth  to  maintain 
the  base  only  in  the  first  category  I  have 
mentioned.  All  I  claim  at  present  for  it 
is  that  in  the  expansion  of  the  Fleet  it 
must  play  a  great  part,  that,  strategic- 
ally, it  is  important,  and  last,  but  not 
least,  I  shall  rejoice  greatly  if  it  brings 
Scotland  into  a  ckwer  touch  with  the 
Navy.  At  present,  all  the  home  of  the 
Navy  being  in  the  South,  necessarily 
naval  matters  and  naval  life  are  tiot  in 
that  close  touch  with  the  Scottish  people 
that  I  hope  they  will  be  in  the  future,  and 
therefore  I  should  rejoice  greatly  if  the 
interest  of  Scotland  in  naval  matters 
grows,  and  more  Scotsmen  are  seen  in 
the  naval  service  of  His  Majesty.  I  beg 
to  move. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2\"— (r^  Earl  ofSeJharM.) 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  ;  My  Lords,  I 
regret  very  much  that  my  noble  friend. 
Earl  Spencer,  was  not  aUe  to  be  present 
here  to-night,  and  I  am  sure  your  Lord- 
ships will  sympathise  with  my  noble 
friend,  because  his  absence  is  owing  to  a 
renewal  of  that  anxiety  which  has  been 
ao  very  p/esent  to  him  during  the  last 
few  weeks.  I  should  have  liked  him  to 
be  here,  because  this  is  a  subject  in  which 
he  has  taken  the  keenest  interest,  a  sub- 
ject on  which  he  is  thoroughly  well 
informed,  and  his  criticisms  and  remarks 
would  have  been  a  value  to  your  Lord- 
ships and  the  country  generaUy.    I  may 

The  Earl  of  Selborne. 


say  this,  that  so  far  as  this  new  naval 
base  at  Eosyth  is  concerned,  my  noble 
friend  is  not  altogether  convinced  of  its 
wisdom.  He  is  doubtful  both  as  to  the 
desirability  of  multiplying  naval  bases, 
and  not  altogether  satisfi^  with  regard 
to  the  particular  place  that  has  been 
chosen  from  a  strategical  point  of  view. 
I  am  bound  to  confess  for  my  own  part, 
being  a  Scotsman,  that  the  station  at 
Rosyth  does  commend  itself  to  me  from 
both  a  sentimental  and  a  practical  point 
of  view.  I  quite  agree  with  the  noUe 
Lord  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
that  I  should  very  much  like  to  see 
Scotland  brought  more  closely  into 
touch  with  the  Navy,  and  I  should  also 
be  glad  that,  if  good  things  in  the  way  of 
employment  and  works  in  connection 
with  the  naval  base  are  going.  Soot- 
land,  and  especially  the  South  of  Scot- 
land, should  come  in  for  a  part  of  them. 
With  regard  to  the  purchase  price  paid 
for  Rosyth,  let  me  at  once  dissociate  my- 
self from  those  who  have  brought  for- 
ward charges  of  mala  fides  and  job- 
bery. I  do  not  think  we  need  talk 
about  them  here,  for  I  would  not  for  one 
moment  suggest  that  anything  of  the 
sort  were  possible,  much  less  probable. 
But  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  iu 
his  statement  proved  very  clearly  that 
both  the  War  Office  and  the  Admiralty 
were  in  the  habit  of  paying  very  exces- 
sive prices  for  the  land  that  they  got  I 
think  his  arguments  went  to  show  that 
enormous  prices  were  charged  to  the 
spending  Departments  by  private  individ- 
uals when  land  was  required,  rather 
than  to  show  that  this  particular  purchase 
had  been  a  very  economical  one. 


*The  Earl  of  SELBORNE :  AU  I  said 
was  that  I  believed  we  cot  this  land  as 
cheaply  as  it  was  possible  to  do  under 
any  process  known  to  the  law. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  I  do  not 
know  that  processes  known  to  the  law 
are  apt  to  be  very  cheap.  One  ought  to 
have  consideration  when  it  comes  to  a 
question  of  purchase  of  land  as  to  what 
price  the  private  individual  would  have 
paid  in  similar  circumstances.  We  should 
remember  that  the  estate  at  Rosyth  is 
not  close  to  any  great  town.  The  cases 
of  Kirkcaldy  and  Eidinburgh  and  Broughty 
Ferry  are  all  very  different  so  far  as 
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aituation  is  concerned  from  that  of  Kosy th, 
in  that  they  are  closer  to  great  centres  of 
population. 

♦The  Earl  of  SELBORNE  :  I  would 
remind  my  noble  friend  that  in  those 
<jase8  neither  of  them  have  water  front- 
a^s.  If  he  ever  adorns  the  position  of 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  he  will  find 
that  water  frontages  are  most  expensive. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  With  regard 
td  the  price  paid  at  Rosyth  the  Govern- 
mient  have  acquired  1,400  acres  of  land. 

♦The  Earl  of  SELBORNE :  No,  no  1  it 
is  1,600  acres. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  I  have  it 
1,100  acres  of  land  and  300  acres  of  fore- 
shore, but  I  accept  the  noble  Lord's 
figures.  At  any  rate  this  land  is  mostly 
agricultural  I  understand  that  the  land 
was  let  at  the  rate  of  22s.  2d.  an  acre 
before  the  Navy  came  into  the  offing  as  a 
purchaser.  The  price  paid  altogether 
was  £122,500,  and  that  works  out  at 
about  £84  an  acre. 

♦The  Earl  of  SELBORNE:  No;  it 
a^veraged  £76  an  acre. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  I  will  not 
quarrel  about  that.  The  noble  Lord's 
subordinate,  the  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  in  the  other  House  stated  that 
this  land  had  a  genuine  value  of  £40  an 
acre.  £40  an  acre  is  not  a  bad  price  for 
land  that  is  rented  at  22s.  2d.  per  acre. 
It  was  further  stated  that  it  was  the 
habit  in  Scotland  to  pay  50  per  cent, 
more  for  compulsory  purchase.  That  50 
per  cent,  for  compulsory  purchase  seems 
a -large  sum,  but  if  you  add  50  per  cent, 
f (H?  compulsory  purchase  tp  £40  per  acre, 
which  is  the  genuine  value,  you  arrive  at 
the  price  of  £60  an  acre.  I  think  that, 
ior  land  fetching  22fi.  2d.  per  acre,  £60 
per  acre  was  a  very  fine  price,  even  if  it 
hfi^d  been  bought  compulsorily.  The 
difference  between  £60  and  £76  is  £16, 
and  even  on  the  basis  of  50  per  cent,  for 
compulsory  purchase  there  is  £16  an 
acre  above  what  might  be  considered 
to  be  a  very  full  price  for  this  land. 
Besides  all  this  land  is  going  to  be 
valuable,  because  we  are  going  to  feu 
it.  I  hope  there  will  be  feuing  on  the 
land,   and  that  the   Admiralty  will  get 


the  benefit  of  it,  but  that  is  not  a  fan- 
question  to  consider  when  arriving  at  the 
price  to  be  paid  to  the  vendor.  K  the 
Admiralty  did  not  go  there  to  make  a 
naval  station,  there  would  have  been  no 
Value  for  feuing  at  all,  because  the  value 
of  feuing  womd  arise  from  the  use  the 
land  was  going  to  be  put  to  by  the 
Admiralty.  The  vendor  has  no  right  to 
be  paid  for  that  now. 

♦The  Earl  of  SELBORNE  :  Will  the 
noble  Lord  say  that  the  land  would  never 
have  had  a  feuing  value  ? 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  Certainly 
not. 

♦The  Earl  of  SELBORNE  :  That  is 
not  the  opinion  of  everybody. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  Ic  certainly 
has  no  feuing  value  at  the  present  time. 
What  I  want  to  insist  on  is  whether,  or 
not,  the  Admiralty  and  the  War  Office 
have  been  forced  to  pay  high  prices  for 
land  in  the  past,  that  even  though  that 
.be  the  case,  and  that  in  comparison  with 
those  transactions  this  one  is  not  so 
extravagant,  I  maintain  that  it  is  an 
extravagant  sum  to  have  paid,  and  one 
which  I  cannot  congratulate  the  Admiralty 
on  having  been  obliged  to  pay.  I  make 
no  charge  of  any  sort  against  the 
Admiralty  or  anybody  else  in  the  matter, 
all  I  say  is  that  the  figures  show  clearly 
to  my  mind  that  a  very  much  larger  sum 
was  paid  than  would  have  been  paid  by 
any  private  individual. 

♦The  Earl  of  SELBORNE :  May  I 
ask  the  noble  Lord  if  in  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  and  our  experience  of 
the  past  he  would  have  gone  for  com- 
pulsory arbitration. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH :  That  is  a 
question  for  the  Admiralty.  I  am  only 
in  the  position  of  a  critic,  and  I  think  I 
have  proved  my  case,  that  a  very  high 
price  was  paid  for  this  land.  That  is  the 
only  point  I  wish  to  make. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according  to 
order),  and  cbmmitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hoxise  on  Monday  next. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 
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Lord  BELPER  :  I  regret  that  1  have 
to  ask  your  Lordships  to  read  this  Bill 
a  secoad  time  at  such  a  late  period  of  the 
evening,  but  I  think  that  I  need  not 
trouble  you  with  many  remarks,  because 
I  beUeve  the  principle  of  the  Bill  is 
approved  widely  and  by  Members  sitting 
on  both  sides  of  the  House.  That 
principle  is  to  give  some  powers  of 
control  and  regulation  over  the  hours  of 
labour  of  children — wage-earning  children 
who  also  have  to  attend  school,  and 
those  whose  case  is  not  met  under  the 
Factories  Act  or  the  Mines  Act  or  Acts  of 
that  sort.  A  good  deal  o^  attention  has 
been  called  to  this  matter,  and  two 
years  ago  a  Committee  was  appointed  by 
Mr.  Ritchie,  who  was  then  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  to 
inquire  into  the  whole  question.  They 
made  a  very  careful  and  searching 
inquiry  and  took  a  lai^ge  amount  of 
evidence.  I  would  state  shortly  that 
their  Report  showed  that  a  very  large 
number  of  children  indeed  were  em- 
ployed in  different  trades  and  that  many 
of  them  were  employed  for  an  excessive 
number  of  hours,  which  had  a  serious 
effect  on  them,  being  both  injurious 
to  their  health  and  an  interference 
with  their  education.  At  the  same 
time  I  should  state  that  that  Com- 
mittee came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
employment  and  conditions  of  employ- 
ment were  so  very  various  and  that  the 
circumstances,  in  places  where  these 
children  were  employed,  differed  so 
largely,  that  they  could  not  recommend 
that  there  should  be  any  general 
statutory  powers  to  prohibit  such  em- 
ployment. Nor  for  the  same  reason  could 
they  see  their  way  to  even  recommend- 
ing any  definite  number  of  hours  which 
should  be  imposed  as  the  proper  number 
of  hours  that  such  children  should  work. 
In  these  circumstances,  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  which  are  founded  very 
much  on  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee's  Report,  are  that  powers 
should  be  given  to  the  different 
local  authorities  in  the  county  for 
regulating  the  conditions  under  which 
children  should  be  employed.  These 
powers  are  shown  in  the  first  clause  of 
the  Bill;  they  define  the  age  below 
which  employment  is  illegal,  the  hours 
in  which  they  should  be  employed  and 
the  number  of  daily  or  weekly  hours. 


The  local  authorities  are  also  given 
powers  of  absolutely  prohibiting  em- 
ployment or  of  permitting  employment 
subject  to  certain  conditions. 

In  addition  to  this  clause  there  is  a 
special  clause  which  deals  with  street  trad- 
ing.  Trading  in  the  street  was  one  of  the 
matters  to  which  the  Committee  turned 
special  attention.  They  found  in  a  large 
number  of  cases  there  were  childrent 
who,  in  addition  to  going  to  school, 
were  occupied  an  excessive  number  of 
hours  in  different  sorts  of  trading  in  the 
streets.  It  is  obvious  that  for  certain 
children,  especially  for  girls,  that  sort  of 
employment  is  of  rather  an  injurious 
character,  both  to  their  morals,  and,  in 
some  cases,  to  their  health.  In  other 
cases  they  found  there  were  a  large 
number  of  children  who,  owing  to  the 
conditions  under  which  they  worked, 
could  do  so  without  injury  to  health  ;, 
they  seemed  to  be  happy  and  contented, 
and  in  no  way  was  their  education 
affected.  With  regard  to  this  particular 
street  trading  your  Lordships  will  see  that 
there  are  some  rather  stringent  regula- 
tions which  have  been  introduced  into  the 
Bill,  although  there  were  some  other 
more  stringent  regulations  still  which 
were  altered  during  their  progress 
through  the  other  House.  No  child 
under  the  age  of  eleven  years  is  allowed 
to  be  employed  in  street  trading  at  all. 
In  addition  to  that  it  is  pointed  out  that 
the  local  authority  may  make  by-laws, 
having  special  regard  to  the  desirability^ 
of  preventing  the  employment  of  girls 
under  sixteen  in  streets  or  public  places. 

I  do  not  think  at  this  hour  I  need  allude 
more  particulariy  to  other  parts  of  the 
Bill.  I  should,  perhap,  mention  that 
the  local  authorities  who  are  defined  to- 
carry  out  the  Bill  are  the  County  Couucik, 
councils  of  boroughs  of  over  10,000 
population,  and  urban  councils  of  over 
20,000  population.  I  wish  to  refer  par- 
ticularly to  that  point  because  there  has- 
been  some  opposition  in  the  other  Houae 
with  regard  to  the  authorities.  It  haa 
been  suggested  that  urban  district 
councils  and  rural  district  counoila 
would  be  more  fitting  authoritiea 
to  carry  out  the  principles  of  the  Bill 
than  the  County  Councils  and  borough, 
councils.  I  do  not  think  you  will  agree 
with  that  view,  which  was  rejected  by  a 
considerable  majority  in  the  other  House. 
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I  will  not  trouble  you  with  many  grounds, 
but  I  may  say  this,  that  the  County 
Councils  have  a  full  opportunity  of  know- 
ing the  special  conditions  in  the  different 
parts  of  their  county,  and  even  in  the 
small  burghs  and  urban  districts.  What 
is  of  much  more  importance  is  that  they 
are  now  the  educational  authority,  and 
have  to  make  by-laws  with  reeard  to 
education  and  employment  of  children  in 
a^cultural  and  other  pursuits  under  the 
Education  Act.  It  would  make  great 
confusions  if  another  authority  were  given 
the  power  of  making  by-laws  in  a  matter 
quite  akin  to  that  1  hope  I  may  be 
excused  from  mentioning  other  points  until 
the  Bill  goes  into  Committee  on  Monday. 
I  think  your  Lordships  will  see  that  the 
discretion  which  is  given  to  local  author- 
it^ies  will  ensure  that,  before  passing  any 
regulations  prohibiting  this  employment 
of  labour  in  their  districts,  they  ^vill  be 
influenced  by  the  knowledge  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  case.  Probably, 
therefore,  in  making  these  regulations 
they  will  be  canying  out  the  sentiments 
of  the  people  amongst  whom  these 
children  live,  and  they  will  be  much  more 
likely  to  make  their  regulations  acceptable 
and  get  them  carried  out  than  if  general 
prohibitions  were  made  applicable,  I  beg 
to  move. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according 
to  order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

IRELAND  DEVELOPMENT  GRANT 
BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

The  Earl  of  DENBIGH :  My  Lords, 
this  Bill  in  its  present  form  was  passed  by 
the  other  House  without  any  opposition. 
It  is  in  reality  a  money  Bill,  which  I 
suppose  places  it  beyond  the  scope  of 
criticism  in  your  Lordships'  House.  I  be^ 
to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Bill  read  2»  (according  to  order): 
Committee  negatived;  and  Bill  to  oe 
read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

GRIEVANCES  OF  RESERVE  OFFICERS. 

Lord  liOSMEAD :  I  l)eg  to  ask  the 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  with 


reference  to  the  statement  made  by  him 
in  this  House  in  answer  to  my  Question 
on  the  5th  May,  1903t  :— (1)  Whether 
the  Committee  therein  referred  to  has 
made  its  report.  (2)  Whether  there  is 
any  truth  in  the  rumour  now  prevalent  to 
the  effect  that  the  Committee  in  question 
has  not  gone  into  the  grievances  of  the 
senior  (pensioned]!  officers  of  the  Reserve^ 
but  confined  itselt  to  amending  the  regula- 
tions with  a  view  to  preventing  grievances 
in  the  future.  My  Lords,  I  must  apologise 
for  rising  to  ask  this  Question  at  this  time 
of  the  evening,  but  I  venture  to  think 
that  the  matter  is  one  of  importance. 
My  Lords,  the  Question  related  to  a  matter 
which  I  brought  to  the  notice  of  His- 
Majesty's  Gk)vemment  in  your  Lordship's 
House  on  the  6th  May  last.  As  I  then 
pointed  out  to  your  Lordships,  there  has. 
been  a  regrettable  disparity  in  the 
financial  treatment  of  the  two  classes  of 
Reserve  officers  who  were  called  up  for 
service  during  the  late  war;  those  who 
had  retired  with  a  pension  having  their 
pension  suspended  while  mobilised,  where- 
as those  who  had  retired  with  a  gratuity 
continued  to  enjoy  that  gratuity,  and  at 
the  same  time  received  the  fml  pay  of 
their  rank  during  mobilisation  without 
any  reduction  whatever.  It  was  stated 
on  the  occasion  in  question  by  the  noble 
Earl  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  that  some  grievances  and  in- 
equalities had  existed,  and  did  at  the 
time  continue  to  exist,  amongst  the  Re- 
serve officers,  and  that  the  reason  why 
the  gratuity  Reserve  officers  continued  to- 
receive  their  Army  pay  in  full  was  be- 
cause the  noble  Marquess  who  was  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  War  at  the  time  the 
Reserve  officers  were  called  up  for  service 
considered,  and  very  rightly  so,  that 
any  such  deduction  would  not  be 
**  altogether  fair."  But,  my  Lords,  on 
the  contrary,  pensions  continued  to  be 
mercilessly  suspended.  The  noble  Earl 
further  informed  your  Lordships  at 
that  time,  that  the  present  Secretary 
of  Stete  for  War  had  recently  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  which  was  en- 
quiring into  the  "  whole  subject "  of  the 
Reserve  officers,  as  he,  the  Secretary  for 
State  for  War,  thought  that  there  were 
special  cases  where  **8ome  redress"  might 
be  necessary.  After  these  remarks  by  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State    for   War,   I 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxii.,  279. 
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naturally  withdrew  my  Motion.  My 
object,  my  Lords,  in  asking  the  present 
<iuestion,  is  to  ascertain  what  steps  have 
been  taken  in  order  to  redress  the 
obvious  grievances  complained  of. 
There  is,  I  may  add,  a  very  strong 
rumour  prevalent,  and  I  trust  an  errone- 
ous one,  to  the  effect  that  the  Committee 
referred  to  hy  the  noble  Earl,  which  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  had  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  "  whole  subject "  of 
the  Reserve  officers,  has  confined  itself 
ezculsively  to  amending  the  regulations, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  future  grievances, 
and  has  not  in  any  way  inquired  into  the 
grievances  of  the  past ;  as  such  a  course 
would  be  most  obviously  unfair  to  those 
officers  who  had  so  ably  come  forward 
to  serve  their  country  at  a  time  when  they 
were  particularly  needed  I  am  glad  to 
afford  the  noble  Earl  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity for  giving  his  official  contradiction 
to  such  a  rumour. 


The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (the  Earl  of 
Hardwickk)  :  My  Lords,  I  will  not  take 
any  exception  to  the  statement  made  by 
the  noble  Lord,  with  regard  to  the  debate 
on  this  question,  which  took  place  on  a 
former  occasion,  but  I  can  hardly  agree 
with  him  that  this  is  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  give  me  of  explaining  the 
matters  referred  to  in  his  Question.  It 
is  perfectly  true  that  the  inequalities  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  referred  have  ex- 
isted, and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  a  great 
many  complaints  have  been  made  by 
officers  who  were  re-employed  for  service 
•during  the  South  African  War,  with  re- 

fird  to  the  suspension  of  their  pensions, 
ut  I  am  afraid  that  I  must  ask  the 
House  to  allow  me  to  read  the  state- 
ment that  I  made  with  reference  to  the 
Committee,  to  which  the  second  part  of 
the  noble  Lord's  Question  refers.  On 
the  11th  May  1903,  I  stated  that— "Not 
•every  officer  who  has  been  re- employed 
has  a  grievance,  but  there  are  special 
•cases  in  which  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  thinks  that  some  redress  may  be 
necessary.  For  that  reason  my  right 
hon.  friend  has  recently  appointed  a 
Committee  which  is  inquiring  into  the 
whole  subject ;  and  if,  on  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  he  is  able  to  see  his  way 
to  put  forward  proposals  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Treasury,  he  will  do  so." 
I  will  now   answer  the  first   part  of 

Lord  Eosmead. 


the  Question  put  to  me.  The  Committee 
has  not  yet  presented  its  Report,  but  I 
am  informed  that  the  Report  will  be 
completed  shortly.  As  to  the  second 
part  of  the  Question  I  am  sorry  that 
the  noble  Lord  did  not  give  me  any 
intimation  as  to  the  source  from  which 
this  rumour  came  or  where  he  came 
across  it,  because  it  is  not,  strictly 
speaking,  correct  to  say  that  the  Com- 
mittee has  not  inquired  into  the 
question  of  the  grievances  of  Reserve 
officers  re-employed  in  South  Africa.  I 
would  refer  to  the  date  of  the  Question 
that  the  noble  Lord  addressed  to  me, 
the  11th  of  May,  1903.  The  Committee 
had  then  just  commenced  its  delibera- 
tions, and  I  was  not  aware  then,  nor 
am  I  really  aware  at  this  moment, 
whether  on  the  particular  point,  referred 
to,  the  Committee  had  come  to  any 
decision.  I  have  consulted  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  and  he  informs 
me  that  early  in  the  deliberations  of 
the  Committee  they  decided  that  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  no  Reserve 
officers  re-employed  in  South  Africa  had 
been  treated  otherwise  than  under  the 
existing  regulations,  •  with  which  all 
Reserve  officers  should  have  been 
fully  acquainted,  they  would  be  unable, 
much  as  they  sympathised  with  the 
feeling  of  officers  whose  re-employment 
had  caused  them  financial  hardship,  to 
recommend  the  idea  of  redressing  the 
grievances  of  any  particular  officer.  The 
Committee  then  proceeded  to  consider 
the  question  of  the  future  and  when 
their  Report  is  presented,  which  I  said 
would  be  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  I 
am  given  to  understand  that  the  Report 
will  contain  recommendations  calculated 
to  avoid  any  of  the  grievances,  with  which 
the  noble  Lord  so  justly  sympathises, 
arising  in  the  future.  I  will  not  detain 
the  House  any  longer  and  I  hope  the 
noble  Lord  will  be  satisfied  with  the  short 
statement  I  have  given.  I  could  go  into 
detail,  but  as  far  as  the  Committee  is 
concerned  I  am  given  to  understand 
that  they  are  unaWe  to  redress  any  of 
the  grievances. 

♦Viscount  TEMPLETOWN  :  I  hope 
the  Report  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
public. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE  :  I 
cannot  promise  that. 
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♦Viscount  TEMPLETOWN:  I  suggest 
that  the  noble  Lord  should  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  again. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE  :  I  shall 
be  very  pleas  e    for  him  to  do  so. 

Lord  ROSMEAD  :  I  can  only  say  I 
am  not  satisfied  with  the  answer  I  have 
received. 


POST    OFFICE    SITES    BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according    to 
order).      Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment,    Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3^  on  Monday  next 


BRITISH   CONSUL-GENERAL   IN 
CRETE. 

Lord  NEWTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aifairs 
whether  the  post  of  British  Gonsul- 
General  in  Crete  is  about  to  become 
vacant;  whether  it  is  intended  to  appoint 
a  gentleman  unconnected  with  the 
Consular  Service ;  and  whether  the  corps 
of  Student  Interpreters  for  the  Ottoman 
Dominions  is  not  maintained  for  the 
express  purpose  of  providing  Consular 
Officers  for  the  Levant.  Like  all  my 
brother  speakers  I  think  I  ought  to 
apologise  for  inflicting  any  observations 
on  the  House  at  the  present  moment.  I 
think  the  proceedings  this  evening  are  an 
example  of  our  folly  in  allowing  the 
greater  portion  of  our  work  to  he  com- 
pressed within  the  closing  weeks  of  the 
session.  With  regard  to  my  Question,  it 
is  necessary  for  me  to  explain  that  about 
twenty  years  a^,  at  the  instigation  of  the 
present  Lord  Uurrie,  with  the  object  of 
getting  rid  of  untrustworthy  Levantines 
who  were  employed  as  go-betweens  be- 
tween ambasaaaors  and  (Mental  Grovem- 
mente,  and  who  acted  as  British  repre- 
eentatives  in  Consular  ports^  it  was  found 
desirable  to  establish  a  special  branch  of 
the  Consular  Service  which  consisted 
of  young  men  who  passed  severe  examina 
tions  in  this  country,  and  who  under- 
went a  special  Oriental  education  with  a 
view  to  eventually  filling  Consular  posts 
in  the  Levant  and  the  Near  East^  it  being 
understood  that,  whenever  vacant,  these 
peets  should  be  reserved  for  the  men 
who    had    qualified    themselves    to    fill 


them.  That  system  has  worked  very 
well,  and  I  regret  that  Lord  Cromer  is 
not  present  here  to-night,  for  I  am  certain 
he  would  corroborate  my  statement. 
Many  of  the  posts  to  which  these  men 
are  appointed  are  extremely  undesirable, 
one  reason  for  that  being  because  they 
are  usually  unhealthy,  resorts,  and  not  in- 
frequently dangerous  resorts,  because  of 
the  fanaticism  of  the  inhabitants.  One  of 
the  best  paid  posts  is  that  of  British 
Consul-General  m  Crete,  shortly  about  to 
become  vacant,  and  to  which  I  am  informed 
the  noble  Marquess  intends  to  appoint  a 
gentleman  who  is  not  connected  with  the 
consular  service  in  any  form  or  capacity. 
There  is  a  certain  himiour  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  my  noble  friend  because  only  a 
short  time  ago  he  appointed  a  Committee 
which  included  three  members  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  to  inquire  into 
and  report  upon  the  Consular  Service,  and 
I  observe  that  this  Committee,  in  their 
Report,  state  that  their  chief  objection 
to  it  at  the  present  moment  is  that  there 
is  no  ^definite  prospect  of  promotion  for 
those  who  enter  it,  for  men  new  to  the 
service  may  be  given  appointments  over 
the  heads  of  others  who  have  been  there 
years  before  them.  This  is  a  disadvantage 
pointed  out  by  the  noble  Marquess's  own 
Committee,  and  his  Under-Secretary  made 
a  high-sounding  declaration  that  a  new  era 
was  going  to  dawn  for  the  Consular  service 
and  that  these  grievances  would  shortly 
be  removed.  I  think  I  am  wholly  justi- 
fied in  saying  that  there  is  a  certain 
appearance  of  humour  about  the  action  of 
the  noble  Marquess  in  this  matter. 

As  for  the  gentleman  who  is,  I  imder- 
stand,  selected  for  this  position,  he  is  a 
Mr.  Howard.  He  may  be  a  most  estim- 
able person  in  private  life  but  I  cannot 
discover  in  him  any  rarticular  qualifica- 
tions for  the  post.  He  was  apparently 
for  some  years  in  the  Diplomatic  Service  ; 
he  entered  the  service  m  the  year  1885, 
and  resigned  in  1890;  therefore  the 
country  enjoyed  his  services  during  about 
five  years,  which  were  spent  at  the  two 
posts  of  Rome  and  Berlin.  In  fact,  his 
experience  is  very  mtich  the  same  as  that  of 
my  own  and  that  of  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  and  upon  the  whole  Ishould 
think  that  our  qualifications  are  about 
equal  to  those  of  the  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion, except  that  he  would  be  wanting  in 
the  doubtful  qualification  of  Parliamentary 
experience.      I  understand  that  the  noble 
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Marquess  contends  that  the  post  requires  a 
Diplomatic  representative  instead    of   a 
Consular  officer.     I  should  like  to  point 
out  that  this  is  an  untenable  proposition, 
because  His  Majesty's  Grovemment  are 
pledged  to  maintain  the  status  quo  in  the 
Near  East,  and  they  cannot  possibly  wish 
to  encourage  Prince  George,  who  is  the 
High  Commissioner  in  Crete  at  the  present 
moment,  to  play  the  part  of  an  indepen- 
dent prince  by  accrediting  a  Diplomatic 
representative  to  him,  for  to  do  that  might 
have  the  effect  of  throwing  him  off  his  bal- 
ance altogether.    Abnormal  importance  is 
sometimes  attached  to  changes  of  this 
nature,    consequently  there    cannot    be 
any    real     reason     for     appointing     a 
genuine  Diplomatist,    because  the  Con- 
suls    to     whom     I    have    alluded,    in 
the  ordinary  course  of  their  duty,  dis- 
charge diplomatic  and  political  work  even 
more  than  commercial  work.      The  noble 
Marquess  will  agree  that  in  Armenia  or 
Macedonia  the  work  is  more    political 
than  commercial.     To  me  it  is  evident 
that  every  one  of  these  men  who  occupies 
the  post  of  Consul-Generai  in  Crete  is 
capable  of    performing    the    diplomatic 
duties  which  fall  to  his  share.     The  noble 
Marquess  has  aggravated  this  offence,  in 
my  opinion,  bv  appointing  a  man  who 
definitely     left     the      service     several 
years  ago,    and    by      this      means      a 
double   hardship  is    inflicted;     on    the 
Consular  Service,  because  a  post  is  with- 
drawn from  them,  and  on  the  Diplomatic 
Service  because  an  outsider  is  introduced 
to  it,  who  takes  precedence  of  everybody 
below  him,  and  thus  checks  promotion. 
I  have  always  consistently  opposed  allow- 
ing men  who  have  once  resigned  com- 
missions being  allowed  to  return.     If  a 
man  goes,  let  him  go  altogether,  and  if  he 
is  employed  again,  let  it  be  temporarily. 
If  I  thought  Mr.  Howard  was  only  to  be 
employed  for  a  short  time  I  should  not 
offer  any  objection,  but  from  experience 
there  is  every  probability  that  he  wfll 
remain  in  the  service  and  eventuallv  rise 
to  higher  rank.    I  should  like  to  ada  that 
the  administration  of  the  noble  Marquess 
at  the  Foreign  Office  has  always  been 
marked  by  so  much  fairness,  justice,  and 
courtesy  to  subordinates  that  I  am  reluct- 
ant  to    criticise  his  action,  but  I  feel 
strongly  that  this  particular  appointment, 
although  it  may  seem  a  trivial  thing  in 
itself,  will  cause  much  discouragement  and 
disappointment  amongst  a  body  of  men 
Lord  Newton, 
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specially  selected  for  a  special  profession^ 
which,  owing  to  various  causes,  slow  pro- 
motion being  one  of  them,  has  already 
lost  much  of  its  popularity. 


♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
The  post  of  British  Consul-Oeneral  in 
Crete  has  been  recently  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  a  gentleman  who  wa& 
formerly  a  member  of  the  Diplomatic 
Service.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  Student 
Interpreter  Service  is  maintained  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  Consular  Officers  for 
the  Levant,  but  the  Secretary  of  State 
reserves  to  himself,  and  I  think  must 
always  reserve  to  himself,  the  power,  as. 
with  the  Diplomatic  Service,  to  recommend 
to  the  King  for  appointment  to  posts  in 
the  Consular  Service  any  persons  whose 
selection  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  of  ad- 
vantage to  the  interests  of  the  public 
service,  and  appropriate  to  the  special 
requirements  of  the  post.  The  noble  Lord 
who  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  foreign 
affairs,  is  perfectly  well  aware  that  tne 
conditions  which  prevail  in  the  Island  of 
Crete  at  the  present  moment  are  of  a 
very  exceptional  character.  In  view  of 
these  conditions  I  am  satisfied  that  no- 
more  suitable  selection  could  have  been 
made  for  the  vacant  appointment  than 
that  of  Mr.  Howard.  The  noble  Lord 
dwelt  upon  the  disappointment  which  he 
thought  would  be  occasioned  to  the  Con> 
sular  Service  by  the  selection  of  a 
gentleman  who  did  not  belong  to  their 
ranks.  I  cannot  help  thinking,  however^ 
that  if  Mr.  Howard's  selection  has  pro- 
voked feelings  of  this  kind  the  balance 
has  to  some  extent  at  any  rate  been 
redressed  by  the  appointment  of  a  member 
of  the  Levant  Consular  Service  to  be 
Consul-General  at  Tabreez.  I  m^  add 
that  all  the  Consular  posts  in  rersiay. 
dependent  on  the  Foreign  Office,  are  in 
future  to  be  filled,  as  a  general  rule,  froncL 
the  Levant  Consular  Service,  which 
hitherto  has  not  been  the  practice.  The 
noble  Lord  was  shocked  at  the  introduc- 
tion into  the  Consular  Service  of  a  former 
member  of  the  Diplomatic  Service.  It  is 
not  a  practice  whidi  is  habitually  resorted 
to,  but  it  is  not  without  precedent. 
His  Majesty's  present  Ambassador  at 
Paris,  who  retired  from  the  Diplomatic 
Service    as  a  Second  Secretary,   subee- 

Juently  received  a  Consular  appointment, 
do  not  make  any  apology  for  the  &elec> 
tion  of   Mr.  Howard  for  this  particular 
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post,  although  I  quite  admit  that  appoint- 
ments of  this  kind  should  not  be  made 
unless  there  is  reason  for  doing  so. 


{7  August  1903}  Bill  B^isiness,  386 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Friday  7th  Aiigust,  1903. 


Lord  NEWTON :  The  noble  Marquess 
has  not  given  any  information  that  the 
gentleman  is  qualified  for  the  post.  His 
own  Committee  strongly  deprecate  '^his 
using  patronage  unless  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  in  special  circumstances.  I 
submit  that  the  noble  Marquess  has  not 
made  out  any  case  for  this  particular 
Appointment  because — 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
<The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  On  a  point 
of  order,  my  Lords,  the  noble  Lord,  after 
asking  a  Question,  has  no  reply. 

Lord  NEWTON  :  I  have  noticed  that 
the  practice  is  frequently  followed. 
Perhaps  by  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  the 
«auivalent  pointed  out  by  the  noble 
Marquess  is  not  really  an  equivalent 
because  the  post  in  Crete  is  one,  of  more 
posts,  reserved  for  the  Consuls  in  question. 

ADDENBROOKE'S  HOSPITAL  BILL. 
Bead    3*    (according    to    order),    and 


COUNTY    COURTS    JURISDICTION 
EXTENSION    BILL. 

Third  Reading  (which  stood  appointed 
for  yesterday)  put  off  to  Monday  next. 

POOR  LAW  (DISSOLUTION  OF  SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS  AND  ADJUSTMENTS) 
BILL. 

Read    3*    (according    to    order),    and 


J^ARINE  STORE  DEALERS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Read  3*  (according  to  order),  with  the 
Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Conunons. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Standing  Order  No.   XXXIX.   to  be 
considered  on  Monday  next  in  order  to 
its  being  suspended  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session.  | 

House  adjourned  at  twenty 
minutes  before  One  o'clock, 
a.m.  to  Monday  next,  Three 
o'clock. 


The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

Cork  Harbour  Bill ;  Ebbw  Vale  Water 
and  Improvemenc  Bill ;  Erith  Tramways 
and  Improvement  Bill;  Great  Central 
Railway  Bill;  North  Eastern  Railway 
Bill;  Sheffield  Corporation  Bill;  South 
Yorkshire  Joint  Railways  Bill  ;  Western 
Valleys  (Monmouthshire)  Sewerage 
Board  Bill.  Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Bury  and  District  Joint  Water  Board 
Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  third  time,  and 
with  Amendments. 


North- Western  Electricity  and  Power- 
Gas  Bill  [Lords].  To  be  read  the  third 
time  upon  Monday  next 

Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich  Tram- 
ways Bill  [Lords].  A  verbal  Amendment 
made;  Bill  read  the  ihird  time,  and 
passed,  with  Amendments. 

Salford  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] 
(King's  Consent  signified).  Bill  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric 
Power  Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 
Ordered,  That  Standing  Orders   220 
and   246,    relating  to  Private  Bills,  be 
suspended  for    the    remainder   of    the 
session. 

That  as  regards  Private  Bills  to  be 
returned  by  the  House  of  Lords  with 
Amendments  such  Amendments,  (if  un- 
opposed) be  considered  forthwith. 

That  as  regards  Private  Bills  to  be  re- 
turned by  the  House  of  Lords  with 
Amendments  such  Amendments  (if  op- 
posed) shall  be  considered  at  such  times 
as  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
may  determine.^f  (J 
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That  when  it  ia  inteDded  to  propose 
any  Amendments  thereto,  a  copy  of  such 
Amendments  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
Private  Bill  Office,  and  notice  given  on 
the  day  on  which  the  Bill  shall  have  been 
returned  from  the  Lords. — (The  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means,) 

'  HastingsHarbourBili  [Lords].  Ordered, 
That  Standing  Orders  211  and  236  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Committee  of 
Selection  have  leave  to  appoint  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill,  to  sit  and  pro- 
ceed on  Tuesday  11th  August. — {The 
Chaimum  of  Ways  amd  Means,) 

South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight 
Junction  Railway  Bill  [Lords].  Reported, 
without  Amendment;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill 
[Lords].  Reported,  with  Amendments; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed   to,  Wick  and 
Pulteney  Harbours  Order  Confirmation 
Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  Railwav 
Bill,  Coventry  Electric  Tramways  Bill, 
Strabane  and  Letterkenny  Railway  Bill, 
now  —  Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy 
Railway  Bill,  with  Amendmenta 

Amendment  to  Amendments  to — 
East  Ham  Improvement  Bill,  without 
Amendment. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  PRICES. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  6th  August;  Mr,  Gerald 
Balfour'] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed    [No.  321.] 

TRADE  (BRITISH  COLONIES  WITH 
FOREIGN  COUNTRIES). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  6th  August;  Mr.  Gerald 
Balfour] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  322.] 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 
Copy    presented,     of     Thirty-second 
Annual  Report  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  1902-3.  [by   Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  (DISTRIBU- 
TION OF  GRANTS.) 

Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Report  on 
the  Distribution  of  Grants  for  Agricul- 
tural Education  and  Research  in  the 
year  1902-3  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

CANADA. 
Copy  presented,  of  Address  to  His 
Majesty  on  Irish  Affairs  from  the  House 
of  Commons  of  Canada,  and  the  Reply 
thereto  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL). 
Copy   presented,  of  Colonial  Report, 
No.  392  (St.  Helena,  Annual  Report  for 
1902)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EAST  INDIA  REVENUE  ACCOUNTS. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Accounts 
and  Papers  which  have  been  presented 
to  the  House  in  this  session  of  Paiiia- 
ment  relating  to  the  Revenues  of  India 
be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. — {Secre^ 
iary  Lord  George  Handlton,) 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon 
Thursday  next,  resolve  itself  into  the 
said  Committee. — (Secreiary  Lord  Oearge 
Hamilton,) 

RAND  MINES  (NATIVE  MORTALITY). 
Address  for  ''  Return  of  the  Statistics 
of  Mortality,  Sickness  and  Desertion 
amongst  the  natives  employed  in  the 
Rand  Mines  during  the  period  October, 
1902  to  March,  1903."— (3fr.  Trevelyan.) 

LONDON  (EQUALISATION  OF  RATESy 
ACT,  1894  (ACCOUNTS  UNDER  SEC- 
TION  1  (7)  OF  THE  ACT). 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  according 
to  the  accounts  for  the  twelve  months 
preceding  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1903, 
furnished  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  under  Section  1  (7)  of  the 
London  (Equalisation  of  Rates)  Act, 
1894 ;  (1)  The  amounts  paid  during  the 
year  out  of  the  Equalisation  Fund  under 
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the  Act  to  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  London  and  each  of  the  Councils  of 
Metropolitan  Boroughs  to  whom  pay- 
ments out  of  that  fund  were  made  ;  (2) 
The  amount  of  the  expenses  incurred 
during  the  year  by  each  of  these  author- 
ities (a)  under  the  Public  Health  (London) 
Act  1891  (including  expenses  of  scaveng- 
ing streets) ;  (b)  in  respect  of  lighting ; 
and  (c)  in  respect  of  streets  (other  than 
the  expenses  of  scavenging);  and  (3) 
The  amount  expended  during  the  year 
by  each  such  authority  out  of  the  sums 
received  by  them  under  the  Act  (in 
continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  301,  of  session  1902)."— (ilfr.  Grant 
Lawson,) 

LOCAL  TAXATION  ACCOUNT,  1902-3. 
Return  ordered,  "  showing,  in  respect 
of  the  financial  year  ended  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1903,  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  Local  Taxation  Licences, 
Estate  Duty,  and  Local  Taxation 
(Customs  and  Excise)  Duties  paid  into 
the  Local  Taxation  Account  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1888,  the  Local  Taxation 
(Oustoms  and  Excise)  Act,  1890,  and 
The  Finance  Act,  1894  (in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  274,  of 
session,  1902)." — {Mr,  Grant  Lawson.) 

DUTIES  ON  BRITISH  GOODS  (FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES). 

Order  [24th  April,  1902]  for  Return 
relative  thereto  read,  and  discharged. — 
{Mr.  Gerald  Balfmir.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Marine  Insurance  Law  Consolidation 
Bill. 

Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islingtou,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  First  Jjord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  desire  of  the 
shipping  and  commercial  community 
that  the  Marine  Insurance  law  Consoli- 
dation Bill  shall  become  law  this  session ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure 
this  end. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfmr.)  I 
have  seen  the  documents  which  contain 
the  evidence  of  the  widespread  desire  on 


the  part  of  the  mercantile  community 
that  this  Bill  should  become  law. 
Personally,  I  should  be  most  glad  to  see 
it  pass.  But  the  Bill  is  a  long  one  ;  it  ia 
fuu  of  detail,  and  as  opposition  has  been 
threatened,  and  is,  indeed,  certain, 
I  cannot  entertain  much  hope  that  the 
necessary  time  for  its  passage  can  be 
found. 


Regulations  as  to  the  Importation  of 
Dogs. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire^ 
K) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Huntingdonshire,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  character  of 
the  regulations  as  to  the  importation  of 
dogsimposed  by  the  Board  eighteen  montha 
ago  has  led  to  considerable  smuggling  o£ 
dogs  into  this  country,  and  has  thus  in- 
creased rather  than  lessened  the  risk  of 
the  introduction  of  rabies ;  and  whether^ 
having  regard  to  the  replies  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to 
Questions  on  the  26th  November  and 
4th  December,  1902,t  to  the  effect  that 
there  have  been  only  two  instances  of 
rabies  in  dogs  imported,  and  that  these 
cases  had  been  promptly  reported  by  the 
owners  under  the  previous  regulations^ 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  revert- 
ing to  the  previous  regulations,  with  such 
modifications  as  experience  has  shown  to 
be  advisable. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellotoes.} 
Detailed  inquiry  is  now  being  made  by 
the  Customs  authorities  as  to  the  allega* 
tion  thata  considerable  numberof  dogs  are 
being  smuggled  into  this  country.  The 
results  of  this  inquiry  will  be  available 
very  shortly,  and  we  shall  then  be  in  a 
position  to  determine  whether  any 
further  amendment  of  the  regulations  ia 
requisite,  in  order  to  prevent  the  risk  of 
the  re-introduction  of  rabies  into  Great 
Britain.  I  may  add  that  the  regulations 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers  were 
extensively  contravened  at  every  point,^ 
and  that  their  administration  waa 
attended  with  a  maximum  of  friction 
and  difficulty.  It  was  on  these  grounds 
that  the  late  President  of  the  Board  de- 
cided to  issue  the  Order  now  in  force. 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxv.,  407  and  1302. 
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Pay  of  Dockyard  Joiners. 
Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  any  decision  has  now  been  arrived 
at  with  regard  to  the  petition  affecting 
the  pay  of  joiners  in  His  Majesty's  Dock- 
yards, presented  in  October  of  last  year. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Arnold- Forster,)  I 
must  beg  to  refer  my  hon.  friend 
to  my  remy  to  a  Question  on  this  subject 
asked  oy  the  hon.  Member  for 
Portsmouth,  which  was  circulated  with 
the  Votes  yesterday,  t 

Oost  and  Plans  of  Proposed  Extension  of 
British  Mosenm. 

Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire,  Chor- 
ley):  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Derbyshire,  as  representing  the 
First  Conunissioner  of  Works,  what  is 
the  total  estimated  cost  of  the  proposed 
extension  of  the  British  Museum,  towards 
which  £150,000  is  allocated  in  the  Public 
Buildings  Extension  Bill. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Victor  Cavendish,)  The 
total  estimated  cost  is  £200,000,  of  which 
£50,000  will,  as  stated  in  the  note  to  the 
schedule  of  the  Bill,  be  provided  out  of 
funds  bequeathed  to  the  trustees. 

Lord  BALCARRES:  To  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Derbyshire, 
.  as  representing  the  First  Commisioner  of 
Works,  if  any  plans  have  been  prepared 
for  the  proposed  extension  of  the  British 
Museum ;  and,  if  so,  by  what  architect. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Victor  Cavendish,) 
Sketch  plans  have  been  prepared  by  the 
principal  architect  of  the  Office  of  Works 
for  an  extension  of  the  Museum  by  the 
erection  of  a  new  block  in  Montague 
Place.  The  designs  have  been  prepared 
to  accord  with  the  architecture  and 
arrangements  of  the  existing  buildings. 
The  First  Commissioner  wiU  undertake 
to  have  the  plans  exhibited  in  the  Tea 
Room  on  Monday  next,  the  10th. 

Model  of  Proposed  National  Memorial  to 
Queen  Victoria. 

Lord  BALCARRES:  To  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Derbyshire,  as 
representing  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works,  if  i:  is  proposed  to  exhibit  a 
model  of  the  national  memorial  to  Her 
late  Majesty  Queen  Victoria. 

t  See  {4)  Debates,  cxxvi.,  1585. 


{Answei'ed  by  Mr,  Victor  Cavendish.) 
The  First  Commissioner  is  informed  that 
the  model  has  been  made  for  the  use  of 
the  architect  and  sculptor,  and  that  there 
is  no  intention  to  exhibit  it  publicly ; 
but  that,  when  the  model  is  placed  next 
October  in  a  convenient  place,  Members 
will  be  allowed  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
it. 

Bates  paid  by  Railway  Companies  to  Local 
Authorities. 

Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth): To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  can  state 
the  total  aggregate  amount  of  rates  paid 
to  local  authorities  by  the  railway  com- 
panies of  the  United  Kingdom  in  each 
of  the  years  1882,  1892,  and  1902. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Gerald  Balfour,) 
The  Returns  furnished  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  by  the  Railway  Companies  do  not 
distinguish  rates  and  taxes  separatdy. 
The  total  amount  of  rates  and  taxes  in- 
cluded in  these  Returns  for  the  year 
1882  was£l,773,634,  for  1892  £2,368,558. 
and  for  1902  £4,227,593. 

Irish  Postal  Order  Department 
Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  can  explain  why  there  is  a 
special  postal  order  branch  of  the 
General  Post  Office  in  London  dealing 
exclusiTely  with  postal  order  work,  while 
there  is  hot  a  corresponding  special 
postal  order  branch  in  Dublin  for  Irish 
postalj  order  work;  why  the  Accountant 
in  Dublin  deals  with  the  Irish  total 
issues  and  payments,  as  they  affect  each 
postmaster  s  cash  account,  only  to  the 
same  extent  that  the  Controller  and 
Accountant  GeneraFs  Department  in 
London  deals  with  English  total  issues 
and  payments ;  and  why  the  details  of 
Irish  postal  order  work  are  mainly  dealt 
with  at  the  postal  order  branch  in 
London. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
As  I  explained  to  the  hon.  Member  on 
the  1st  ultimo,t  for  the  sake  of  simplicity 
of  working,  all  postal  orders  in  the 
United  Kingdom  are  issued  from  and 
returned  to  London,  where  the  detailed 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxlv.,  1028. 
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work    in    connection    with  the    orders 
must  consequently  take  place. 

Irish  Non-Toted  Accounts. 
Mr.  FIELD:  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  if  he  will  sttfte  the 
names  of  the  Irish  non- voted  accounts 
which  are  paid  for  out  of  Irish  moneys, 
not  out  of  Imperial  funds,  and  which 
are  audited  by  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor -General  in  London,  and  the 
amount  paid  out  of  these  Irish  moneys 
to  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General 
for  auditing  each  of  these  accounts  ;  and 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
this  Irish  money  is  at  present  spent  in 
London,  arrangements  will  be  made  to 
have  the  accounts  audited  in  Dublin  so 
that  this  Irish  money  may  be  spent  in 
Ireland. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Elliot.)  All  the 
amounts  paid  out  of  Irish  moneys  for 
the  audit  of  Irish  non-voted  accounts 
are  J&IOO  and  £180  for  the  audit  respec- 
tively of  the  Intermediate  Education  and 
Irish  Church  Temporalities  Accounts. 
The  audit  is  partly  carried  out  in  Dublin, 
and  it  is  not  considered  desirable  to  make 
any  change  in  the  present  arrangements. 

Grant  to  Scottish  National  Gallery. 
Sir  J.  STIRLING-MAXWELL  (Glas- 
gow Coll^) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Committee  on  the  Board  of 
Manufactures  has  been  unable  to  present 
its  Report  in  time  for  consideration  this 
session,  he  will  take  steps  to  prevent  the 
National  Gallery,  Scotland,  from  losing 
during  the  present  financial  year  the 
benefit  of  the  promise  of  a  grant  for  the 
purchase  of  pictures  made  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  on  26th  June 
1902.  t 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Elliot,)  It  will  be 
possible  to  ask  Parliament  for  a  grant 
for  the  National  Gallery  of  Scotland  in 
respe3t  of  the  current  financial  year  if, 
on  consideration  of  the  Committee's 
Report,  it  shall  appear  that  the  conditions 
laid  down  by  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  are  satisfactorily  fulfilled. 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  ex.,  213. 
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Oentral  Telegranh  Office,  London— 
MetOBeliefo. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shor6ditch,Hox. 
ton)  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General, 
whether  the  alteration  of  the  regulations 
concerning  meal  reliefs  for  telegraphists, 
that  on  all  continuous  duties  of  eight 
hours,  day  or  night,  thirty  minutes  for 
meal  relief  are  to  be  granted,  is  to  be 
applied  to  the  Central  Telegraph  Office, 
London ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  state 
when  the  new  ari*angements  will  come 
into  operation  at  this  office. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
A  notification  has  been  issued  to  the 
staff  of  the  Central  Telegraph  Office  ex- 
plaining the  modifications  which  have 
been  made  in  the  rules  relating  to  meal 
reliefs  so  far  as  they  affect  that  office.  If 
any  member  of  the  staff  requires  further 
information  he  should  apply  to  the  Con- 
troller. 

Bynn  and  Black  Biver  Drainage, 
Oounty  Leitrim. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.)  : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the 
area  of  charge  for  the  Rynn  and  Black 
River,  County  Leitrim,  drainage;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  most  of  the  drainage 
works  were  done  on  Colonel  Clements' 
estate,  can  he  state  whether  the  whole 
of  Colonel  Clements'  estate  is  liable  for 
the  tax,  and  will  he  also  explain  why  the 
area  of  charge  has  been  reduced  and 
state  what  area  has  benefited  by  the  re-  ^ 
duction.  ^ 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
area  of  charge  in  the  Rynn  and  Black 
River  Drainage  District  is  4,695  acres,  2 
roods,  and  20  perches.  In  1859  drainage 
works  were  carried  out  on  the  estates  of 
thirty-eight  proprietors,  the  lands  of  each 
of  whom  became  liable  for  repayment  of 
the  loan  advanced,  namely,  £15,000,  in 
proportion  to  the  benefits  derived  by  the 
lands.  The  loan  has  been  repaid.  In 
1894  the  Board  carried  out  works  of 
maintenance  under  the  Drainage  Main- 
tenance Act,  1866,  and  Colonel  Clements 
became  liable  in  respect  of  his  improved 
lands  in  the  district  for  about  one-sixth 
of  the  Board's  charge  at  foot  of  advances 
for  those  works,  which  came  to  £2,713. 
If  Colonel  Clements  has  lands    outside 
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the  drainage  district  they  would  not  be 
subject  to  the  charge.  The  area  of 
charge  has  at  no  time  been  reduced. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  money  was  borrowed  for  the  Rynn 
and  Black  River  drainage  in  County 
Leitrim,  prior  to  1889,  he  will  say  if 
those  tenants  who  purchased  their 
holdings  in  1889  and  1890,  are  to  be 
charged  with  the  repayment  of  a  sum 
their  consent  to  borrow  which  was  not 
asked ;  and  whether  he  will  give  par 
ticulars  as  to  the  nature  hi  the  levies 
made  in  respect  of  these  loans,  the  sum 
realised,  and  state  whether  the  person 
who  superintends  the  drainage  is  the 
collector  of  the  drainage  tax. 

^  {Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The  only 
loan  advanced  by  the  Board  of  Works 
in  respect  of  this  drainage  district,  prior 
to  1889,  was  the  sum  of  £15,000, 
referred  to  in  my  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member's  preceding  Question.  Repay- 
ment of  this  loan  was  completed  in  1881. 
A  sum  of  £2,713  was  advanced  by  the 
Board  in  1894  as  the  cost  of  putting  the 
district  in  order  under  the  Drainage 
Maintenance  Act,  1866.  The  last 
instalment  of  this  advance  will  fall  due 
in  1905.  This  is  the  only  advance  for 
which  the  present  proprietors  are  liable ; 
it  was  made  for  works  of  repair 
executed  by  the  Board  under  their 
compulsory  powers,  and  the  consent  of 
the  proprietors  was  not  necessary.  The 
sum  annually  leviable  on  foot  of  this 
advance  is  £301.  The  principal  realised 
to  the  present  date  is  £2,024.  The 
maintenance  rate  is  collected  for  the 
trustees  of  the  drainage  district,  but  by 
whom  I  have  no  official  information. 

Education  of  Tamil  Children  in  Ceylon. 
Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.  E.) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  ^of  State  for  the  Colonies 
if  he  is  aware  of  the  absence  of  provision 
for  the  primary  education  of  the  children 
of  the  large  Tamil  population  employed 
on  tea  estates  in  Ceylon ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  urge  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  island  the  desirability  of 
establishing  schools  for  their  benefit. 


{Anmered  hy\Mr.  Secretary  Chdmhertain,) 
The  attention  of  the  Governor  of  Ceylon 
has  already  been  called  to  the  subject  of 
the  hon.  Member*8  Question,  and  I  am 
awaiting  his  report. 

Transfer  of  Aden  from  India  Office  to 
Foreign  Office. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE:  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  the  contemplated 
transfer  of  Aden  from  the  Government 
of  India  to  the  Foreign  Office  has  been 
further  considered;  and,  if  so,  whether 
any  decision  has  been  arrived  at. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  A,  J,  Balfour.)  At 
the  present  time  I  can  only  say  that  the 
proposal  is  still  under  the  consideration 
of  Hb  Majesty's  Governnient. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Hooley. 
Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield):  To  ask  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  case  of  Bradf^haw  v.  Kelly, 
tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Darling  at  the 
Royal  Courts  of  Justice  on  6th  August, 
and  to  the  statement  of  the  learned 
Judge  that  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  E.  T. 
Hooley  in  this  case  were  fraudulent, 
that  every  document  in  the  case  was  a 
fraud,  and  that  from  the  inception  of 
the  proceedings  there  had  been  nothing 
but  fraud;  and.  if  so,  whether  he  intends 
to  advise  the  Public  Prosecutor  to  com- 
mence criminal  proceedings  against  the 
person  or  persons  who  have  committed 
these  frauds. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Robert  Finlay.)  I  have 
asked  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions 
to  make  inquiries  as  to  this  case. 

Mr,  MARKHAM  :  To  ask  Mr.  Attor- 
ney-General whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  case  of  Moore  v. 
Hooley,  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Buckley 
at  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice  on  5th 
August,  and  to  the  statement  of  the 
learned  Judge  that  he  did  not  believe  a 
word  of  the  evidence  given  on  oath  by  a 
Mr.  E.  T.  Hooley,  an  uncertificated 
bankrupt ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  intends 
to  advise  the  public  prosecutor  to  com- 
mence proceedmgs  for  perjury  against 
this  man. 
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{Answered  by  Sir  Robert  Finlay.)  I 
have  asked  the  Director  of  Public  Prose- 
cutions to  inquire  into  this  case. 

MOTOR-CARS  BILL  [LORDS]. 
(Considered  in  Committee.) 

(lathe  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1. 

♦Mr.  CHAIRMAN:  The  first  Amend- 
ment on  the  Paper  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Coventry 
ought  to  be  moved  as  a  new  clause. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.)  said  that  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  Committee  he  wished  to 
state  that  he  had  considered  the  sug- 
gestion contained  in  the  Amendment  of 
his  hon.  friend,  and  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  a  great  deal  of  what  they 
were  doing  must  necessarily  be  of  a 
somewhatspeculativecharacter,  he  wished 
to  announce  that  he  should  be  prepared 
in  the  proper  place  to  accept  an  Amend- 
ment to  that  effect. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  (Cam- 
berwell,  Peckham)  said  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  which  he  had  to  move  was 
to  make  it  clear  that  if  the  owner  was 
on  the  car  when  the  driver  contravened 
any  of  the  regulations  of  this  Act,  that 
the  owner  should  be  liable  as  well  as  the 
driver.  In  the  other  House  a  some- 
what similar  Amendment  was  moved, 
and  it  was  stated  hy  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor that  it  was  unnecessary,  because 
under  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  of 
1895  any  person  who  aided  and 
abetted  would  be  equally  liable  with  the 
driver.  It  seemed  to  him,  however, 
that  that  objection  was  unreasonable, 
because  if  the  owner  was  already  liable 
it  could  do  no  harm  to  make  him  liable 
under  this  Act.  He  thought  it  was 
advisable  to  put  all  the  penalties  and 
clauses  into  one  Act,  so  that  there 
would  be  no  confusion  as  to  whether 
any  person  came  under  this  Act  or  not. 
Justices  of  the  peace  might  overlook  the 
Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  and  in  order 


to  make  the  law  perfectly  clear  he 
thought  this  Amendment  should  be 
inserted.  Under  the  Summary  Juris- 
diction Act  they  would  have  to  prove 
that  the  owner  himself  aided  and 
abetted,  and  that  would  be  a  very 
difficult  matter.  He  trusted  that  his 
right  hon.  friend  would  be  able  to 
accept  this  Amendment 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  drives, 
to  insert  the  words  *  or  being  an  owner  per- 
mits when  present.' " — (Sir  Frmerick  Banbury. ) 

Question     proposed,     "That     those 
words  be  there  inserted.'* 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  they  all 
agreed  that  the  person  chiefly  responsible 
for  the  offence  should  be  himself  liable 
to  the  penalties,  but  this  was  not  the 
result  which  would  follow  from  the 
adoption  of  this  Amendment.  The  hon. 
Baronet  had  correctly  stated  what  took 
place  in  the  House  of  Lords,  but  there 
would  be  very  great  danger  if  the  words 
he  had  proposed  were  inserted  that 
the  effect  would  be  to  limit  the  law 
which  now  existed.  The  hon.  Baronet 
had  only  stated  the  effect  in  the 
case  where  the  owner  was  in  the  car, 
but  there  was  another  case  which,  in  his 
humble  opinion,  was  even  more  deserving 
of  punishment  than  the  one  to  which 
he  referred.  Take  the  case  of  an  owner 
who  wished  his  car  to  meet  a  train  at 
the  station,  and  told  his  driver  to 
catch  the  train  at  any  cost.  Under  the 
law  he  would  be  guilty  of  aiding  and 
abetting,  but,  if  the  words  now  suggested 
were  put  in,  there  would  be  a  verv  con- 
siderable risk  of  the  liability  not  extending 
to  the  owner  when  he  was  not  in  the  car. 
If  the  owner  aided  and  abetted  an 
offence,  they  wished  to  make  him  guilty 
of  an  offence,  and  he  had  been  advised  by 
the  law  officers  that  this  Amendment 
would  rather  weaken  than  strengthen 
the  law  upon  this  point. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  said  that  surely  the  contention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  pointed  to  the  with- 
drawal of  the  words  "  when  present." 
those  words  were  omitted  the  Amend- 
ment would  at  once  cover  the  case 
mentioned  by  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 
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Mr.  CRIPPS  (Lancashire,  Stretford) 
said  he  should  like  to  have  the  words 
"  when  present "  inserted,  in  order  that 
the  presence  of  the  owner  should  be 
necessary  to  make  him  criminally  liable. 

Mr.  WALLACE  (Perth)  agreed  that 
the  omission  of  the  words  "  when 
present "  would  be  an  improvement.  If 
the  owner  permitted  a  breach  of  the 
Act  he  should  be  made  responsible.  He 
did  not  think  there  would  be  any  opposi- 
tion offered  to  this  proposal. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  said 
he  was  quite  willing  to  amend  the 
Amendment  by  leaving  out  the  words 
"  when  present." 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
did  not  think  the  v^ords  "  when  present " 
should  be  omitted.  Were  ihey  going 
to  make  the  owner  liable  for  permitting 
dangerous  driving  when  he  did  not 
happen  to  be  in  the  car  himself,  and 
knew  nothing  at  all  about  it  ?  He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not 
accept  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  (Leeds,  S.) 
said  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  given  a  conclusive 
answer  to  the  Amendment.  Permission 
was  a  form  of  abetting,  and  under  the 
law  any  person  who  aided  and  abetted 
was  equally  liable  to  the  principal 
offender,  and  the  law  as  it  stood  was 
quite  as  strong  as  it  would  be  by  the 
insertion  of  these  words.  He  could  not 
conceive  a  case  in   which  it  could  be 


shown  that  the  owner,  whether  presenter 
absent,  would  not  be  liable  just  the  same 
as  the  driver. 

♦Mb.  BURDETT-COUTTS  (West- 
minster) said  they  all  agreed  that  if  an 
owner  permitted  intentionally  a  breach  of 
the  law  he  ought  to  be  made  liable. 
If  the  words  "when  present"  were  to 
remain,  he  would  ask  whether  the 
case  could  not  be  met  by  adding  to 
the  Amendment  the  words  "or  if 
absent,  intentionally  or  knowingly  per- 
mits." It  seemed  to  him  that  those 
words  would  cover  any  case  of  the  owner 
either  ordering  the  driver  to  go  at  an 
excessive  speed  in  his  absence  or  of 
permitting  the  offence  when  he  was 
present. 

The  attorney- general  (Sir 
Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs) 
thought  they  would  only  get  into  greater 
difficulties  if  they  added  the  words 
which  had  been  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Westminster.  The  law 
as  to  aiding  and  abetting  quite  met  the 
case. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 

Amendment — 

"  In  line  2  to  leave  out  the  words  *  when 
present.*  ** 

Amendment  to  proposed  Amendment 
agreed  to. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  37; 
Noes,  72.     (Division  List  No.  239). 


Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hick 
"Rrigg,  John 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Caldwell,  James 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Fran -is  AlUton 
Coben,  Benjamin  Louis 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Delany,  William 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Donelan,  Captain  A 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 


AYES. 

Gouldine,  Edward  Alfred 

Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 

Joyce,  Michael 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Comivail 

Layland-Barratt,  Fraucia 

Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 

Lundon,  W. 

Munts,  Sir  Philip  A. 

O'Kelly,  J.  (Roscommon,  N.) 

Handles,  John  S. 

Rieg,  Richard 

B^inson,  Brooke 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 

Shackleton,  David  James 


Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Snllivan,  Donal 
Thomson,  P.  W.  (York,  W.  B.\ 
Tomkinson,  James  I 

Toulmin,  George 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.JR.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Toxall,  James  Heniy 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Frederick  Banbary  and 
Mr.  Wallace 


Allhusen,  Aug.  Henry  Eden 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balfour.Rt  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r. 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch 


NOES. 

Bajley,  Thomas  (Dei^hyshire 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Broadhurst,  Henry 


Bull,  William  James 
Cavendish,  V.  C^J  .(Derb^hiH 
Chamberlain,Bt.Hn.J  k[W0rc 
Cochrane.Hon.  ThomasH.  A.  E. 
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CfjghiU,  Donglas  Harry 
(Jompton,  Lord  Alwyue 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cromley,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Savile 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dorington,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  £ 
Eli  bank,  Master  of 
FelloweSy  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergasson,Ht  Hn.>)irJ.(AfartcV 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  Qeorffe  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bumatyne 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foirter,  P.  S.  {Warwick,  S.W, 
Foile--,  J.  M.  F. 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eastace 


{7  August  1903} 
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Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart, M.  H.  {Renfrew 
Spencer,BtHnC.  R.  (iVor^/irt/i^« 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  {Ormshiric) 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes  ) 
Stroyan,  John 
Start,  Hon.  Humphry  Namer 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  {Raadiffe 
Thomp8on,DrEC(iI/b«a<yA'«,iV 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,RtHn  Sir  William  H. 
Wal  ton ,  JohnLawson  ( Xcccfe ,  6'. 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— Sir 
Alexander  Acland-Hood 
and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  hoped 
it  would  be  convenient  to  take  the  dis- 
cussion now  on  his  Amendment  proposing 
a  speed  limit  of  fifteen  miles  an  hour. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  it  would 
be  inconvenient  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  hon.  Member  and  those  who  desired 
a  speed  limit  to  take  this  Amendment  at 
the  present  stage.  He  thought  they  were 
all  agreed  on  the  Second  Reading  that  if 
a  speed  limit  was  introduced  into  the  Bill 
it  ^ould  not  form  part  of  that  portion 
which  carried  with  it  the  penalty  of  im- 
prisonment. He  had  himself  put  down 
an  Amendment  that  raised  the  question 
in  a  precise  form  and  dealt  also  with  the 
question  of  penalties.  It  would  be  more 
convenient  if  the  Committee  postponed 
the  discussion  of  the  question  of  a  speed 
limit  until  he  moved  that  Amendment. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  said  he  was 
willing  to  agree  to  that  if  the  suggestion 
woald  meet  the  convenience  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  dalziel  moved  to  leave  out 
"  recklessly  or  negligently,  or "  in  line  6. 
He  had  placed  this  Amendment  on  the 
Paper  with  a  view  of  obtaining  from  the 
President  of  the  Local  (Government  Board 
a  definition  of  the  words  he  proposed  to 
leave  out.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  would 
be  exceedingly  difficult  for  these  words  to 
be  defined,  more  especially  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  it  would 
be  the  local  policeman  who  would  have  to 
interpret  what  was  reckless  or  negligent. 
A  stronger  reason  why  the  words  should 
be  left  out  was  that  they  ^^ere  unpeces* 


sary.  If  they  were  left  out  anyone 
driving  to  the  danger  of  the  public  would 
still  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties  provided 
in  the  Bill.  Surely  a  person  driving 
dangerously  was  driving  recklessly  and 
negligently.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  recklessly  or  negligently,  or.'  "— (3/r.  Dalziel. ) 

Question  proposed  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  hoped  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  think  it  necessary 
to  press  the  Amendment.  It  had  been 
extremely  difficult  to  frame  this  clause 
so  as  to  carry  out  what  they  all  desired. 
Speaking  for  the  Government,  he  said 
that  what  they  desired  was  that  they 
should  not  do  anything  which  would  be 
unjust  to  people  who  owned  motor-cars, 
but  at  the  same  time  they  had  felt  that 
the  present  condition  of  things  made  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  legislate  for  the 
protection  of  the  public.  It  was  not 
only  life  and  limb,  but  the  general  con- 
venience of  the  public  that  should  be 
safeguarded,  and  the  proposals  in  the 
Bill  were  framed  in  order  that  it  should 
be  part  of  the  duty  of  those  using 
motor-cars  to  obviate  as  far  as  possible 
any  discomfort  to  other  people  who  had 
a  right  to  use  the  road.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  leaving  out  of  the 
words  in  the  Amendment  would  very 
much  weaken  the  clause,  and  would  not 
carry  with  it  that  protection  the  public 
had    a  right  to   hiav^.     The  user  of  a 
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motor-car  ought  to  realise  as  he  went 
along  that  he  must  use  the  road  in  a 
way  consistent  with  the  general  con- 
venience of  others  who  used  it.  He 
hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 

Mr.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk,  Stow- 
market)  said  he  did  not  think  that  many 
Meml^ers  of  the  Committee  had  much 
objection  to  the  clause  as  it  stood.  There 
was  an  important  point  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  attention — namely,  that 
the  whole  of  this  clause  was  very 
stringent.  They  hoped  that  later  on 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  would  see  his  way  to  give  a 
more  easy  and  effective  kind  of  appeal 
than  was  provided  for  under  the  Bill  as 
it  stood.  Otherwise  he  thought  the 
clause  would  operate  very  unjustly. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ALLHUSEN  (Hackney,  Central) 
moved  to  leave  out  "  or  at  a  speed "  in 
line  6.  It  would  be  generally  agreed, 
now  that  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
sidered a  speed  hmit  desirable,  that  they 
should  omit  these  words.  He  was  very 
much  afraid  that  if  they  were  left  to  be 
interpreted  by  the  magistrates,  any  speed 
in  excess  of  the  speed  limit  would  be 
regarded  as  reckless  and  careless  driving. 
He  wished  to  make  it  clear  to  the  magis- 
trate that  there  were  two  separate  offences 
in  the  Bill,  one  being  reckless  driving 
and  the  other  exceeding  the  speed  limit. 
With  regard  to  the  first  offence  motorists 
were  agreed  that  very  heavy  penalties 
should  be  imposed,  but  the  second  offence, 
which  might  be  a  mere  technical  infrac- 
tion of  the  law  regarding  the  speed 
limit,  was  one  which  hardly  called  for  the 
same  punishment. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  his  hon. 
friend  was  under  a  misapprehension.  His 
argument  was  not  applicable  to  this 
portion  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ALLHUSEN  said  he  did  not  quite 
agree  with  that.  There  was  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  there  was  a  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  magistrates  and  the 
public  to  regard  mere  speed  as  dangerous, 
and  he  thought  it  was  necessary  to  make 
it  quite  clear  that  driving  in  excess  of 
the  speed  limit  did  not  necessarily  con- 

Mr.  Waltei'  Long, 


stitute  reckless  driving.  He  was  afraid 
that  the  magistrates  would  say  that  the 
speed  limit  fixed  by  the  Bill  was  the  safe 
speed  laid  down  by  Parliament,  and  that 
a  mile  or  two  in  excess  of  it  was  not  a 
safe  speed,  because  Parliament  had  limited 
the  speed  to  a  certain  number  of  miles  per 
hour.  He  thought  motorists  should  have 
some  protection  against  the  prejudices 
which  certain  benches  of  magistrates  had 
already  exhibited,  and  he  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  a  motorist  for  driving 
at  thirty  miles  an  hour- -assuming  the 
speed  limit  to  be  fixed  at  twenty-five — 
would  not  only  be  convicted  of  exceeding 
the  speed  limit,  but  also  of  reckless  and 
careless  driving,  if  these  words  were  left 
in. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words, 
'oiat  a  speed.*  *'— (.l/r.  Allhnsen.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  hoped  his  hon. 
friend  would  not  press  the  Amendment. 
He  was  under  a  complete  misapprehension 
as  to  the  effect  of  insertmg  these  words 
in  the  clause.  What  the  Government 
proposed  would  not  materially  alter  the 
existing  law,  but  collect  the  law  from 
existing  statutes  and  Local  Government 
Board  regulations  into  Sub-section  1  of 
the  clause  in  order  to  make  it  as  clear  as 
they  could  make  it,  that  apart  altogether 
from  the  speed  limit,  whether  it  was 
twelve  or  1 20  miles  an  hour,  there  was  a 
totally  different  offence — namely,  reckless 
and  negligent  idriving.  If  they  took 
these  words  out  of  the  clause  they 
would  weaken  the  law  as  it  now  stood. 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.) 
said  that  the  effect  of  the  Amendment 
would  be  to  wreck  the  Bill  The  danger 
of  a  speed  limit  was  that  a  man  would 
never  be  convicted  of  furious  driving  so 
lon^  as  he  kept  within  the  maximum 
limit. 

MR.BAYLE  Y(Derbyshire,  Chesterfield) 
said  he  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  accept  the  Amendment  which 
did  not  repeal  any  right  that  the  public 
had  under  the  common  law,  but  would 
rather  strengthen  the  common  law. 
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♦Mr.  SOOTT-MONTAGU  (Hauspshire, 
New  Forest)  said  that  the  whole  of  this 
clause  was  very  stringent,  and  he  hoped 
the  President  of  the  Local  (Jovernment 
Board  would  see  his  way  to  give  some 
more  easy  and  effective  power  of  appeal 
than  there  was  in  the  Bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  ALLHUSEN  said  that  after  the 
expression  of  opinion  that  had  been  given 
by  the  Committee  he  would  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BRIGG  (Yorkshire, W.R,Keighley) 
said  that  it  was  very  difficult  for  a  magis- 
trate to  say  what  amount  of  traffic  "might 
be  expected  to  be  on  the  highway  "  at  any 
particular  time.  He  therefore  moved  the 
omission  of  the  words  in  the  sub-section 
of  Clause  1,  "  And  to  the  amount  of 
traffic  which  actually  at  the  time,  or  which 
might  be  expected  to  be  on  the  highway." 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  1,  line  8,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
•highway'  to  the  word  'that,'  in  line  10." 
(Mr,  Brigg.) 

Question  proposed  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  it  was 
rather  curious  that  this  Amendment  had 
been  put  down  on  the  Paper  by  opposing 
sides  on  this  Bill ;  and  that  both  those 
who  desired  to  protect  the  rights  of 
motorists  and  those  who  claimed  to  pro- 
tect the  public,  objected  to  these  words. 
The  insertion  of  these  words,  however, 
was  due  to  the  decision  in  a  case  of 
"  Mayhew  v.  Sutton "  which  was  to 
the  effect  that  the  driver  of  a  motor- 
car must  not  only  have  regard  to  the 
amount  of  traffic  he  saw  on  the  road, 
but  to  what  might  reasonably  be 
expected  to  come  on  to  the  road  from 
cross  roads,  leading  into  it,  or  out  of 
lodge  gates. 

Major  JAMESON  ;Clare,  W.)  said  that 
he  heartily  supported  the  Amendment. 
It  was  the  most  absurd  thing  in  the 
world  to  give  a  magistrate  power  to  say 
what  traffic  might  be  expected  on  the 
highway.     ^ 


Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire, 
Fareham)  said  he  hoped  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  would  accept  this  Amend- 
ment, because  it  was  very  undesirable 
that  vague  terms  should  be  used  in  this 
Act. 

Mr.  WALLACE  said  that  the  magis- 
trates might  .forget  one  important 
circumstance,  and  that  was  the  condition 
of  the  highway.  Although  the  previous 
words  might  be  sufficient,  it  would  be 
safer  to  leave  these  words  in  also.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
stand  by  the  words  in  the  clause. 
Nobody  could  be  prejudiced  by  these 
words. 

Mr.  spear  (Devonshire,  Tavistock,) 
said  that  suppose  a  farmer  opened  his 
gate  to  let  his  cattle  cross  the  road  ;  such 
a  possibility  as  that  ought  to  be  kept  in 
view  by  those  making  use  of  motor-cars. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  hoped  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  would  keep  an  open  mind  on  this 
Amendment.  There  was  not  a  road  in 
the  whole  country  which  had  not 
another  road  turning  into  it.  What 
they  appeared  to  be  doing  was  setting 
traps  in  order  that  motorists  might  be 
caught.  They  might  as  well  call  tliis 
Bill  at  once  a  Motor-car  Abolition  Bill. 
It  was  iniquitous  when  a  road  was  clear 
that  a  man  might  be  summoned  because, 
under  circumstances  not  defined,  there 
might  be  ;traffic  in  the  road  which  was 
then  clear.  He  never  heard  of  such 
words  being  put  into  any  Bill,  and  he 
thought  it  was  absolutely  preposterous. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  be  pre- 
judiced to  such  an  extent  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  people  to  have  motors 
at  all.  He  sincerely  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEELY  (Lincoln)  said  as  he  had 
put  down  an  Amendment  lower  down  in 
order  to  raise  this  discussion,  might  he 
point  out  to  those  who  were  pressing  so 
hard  for  the  retention  of  these  words 
that  the  real  thing  that  caused  aH  the 
difficulty  was  the  extremely  heavy  penalty 
for  the  first  offence.  A  man  was  liable 
to  be  sent  to  prison.  For  that  reason  it 
was  extremely  awkward  to  have  a  lot  of 
loose,  ambiguous    words    put    into    the 
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clause.  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  right  in  his 
endeavour  to  make  this  perfectly  clear  to 
the  public,  that  they  were  to  be  protected, 
but  he  submitted  that  the  real  waj"  out 
of  the  difficulty  was  to  take  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  magistrate  to  send  to 
prison  for  the  first  offence,  and  make 
imprisonment  the  penalty  for  the  second 
offence,  so  as  to  give  people  time  to  find 
out  what  the  opinion  of  the  magistrate 
was  as  to  reckless  driving.  These  were  a 
lot  of  new  words,  ana  nobody  knew 
what  these  particular  words  might  be 
held  to  mean,  or  what  style  of  speed  and 
driving  might  be  held  to  be  covered  by 
the  words.  The  real  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  would  be  to  take  these  words 
out  of  the  clause,  and  give  up  the 
attempt  to  enforce  such  a  heavy  penalty 
in  the  first  instance,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  some  of  the  magistrates  were 
hostile  to  motoring. 

Sir  ALBERT  KOLLIT  said  no 
one  would  wish  to  restrict  unneces- 
sarily a  very  important  branch  of  in- 
dustry, and  to  repeat  the  mistakes  com- 
mitted in  other-  Bills ;  but  on  the  other 
hand  the  personal  safely  of  the  public 
had  to  have  equal  consideration.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  on  the  whole  these 
words  ought  to  be  retained.  It  was  said 
that  previous  words  covered  these  heads. 
That  might  be  so.  The  additional  words 
were  simply  suggestive  to  the  bench  of  a 
consideration  which  under  no  circum- 
stances ought  to  be  lost  sight  of.  There 
was  one  particular  reason  for  the  inclu- 
sion of  these  words,  and  that  was  that 
the  whole  of  the  public  were  entitled  to 
the  use  of  the  roads  at  law,  and  there 
might  be  places  that  were  particularly 
dangerous.  If  that  was  so,  they  ou^ht 
to  be  relieved  of  the  terrible  anxiety  they 
were  under  about  motor-cars  at  points  of 
danger,  and  therefore  additional  caution 
should  be  imposed  on  the  drivers  of 
motor-cars. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  said  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  member  for  Isling- 
ton, although  supposed  to  be  in  favour  of 
the  Amendment,  was  fatal  to  it,  for  the 
reason  that  he  was  trying  to  make  these 
vague  words  explicit.  The  Committee 
had  already  passed  words  which  were  as 
vague  as  they  could  be  "  that  they  shoidd 
have  regard  t9  &11   the  circumstanpes." 

Mr  Seely, 


These  words  covered  all  the  cases  in 
esse  and  in  posse,  and  if  the  extension 
stopped  there  they  would  have  loose, 
vague,  and  ambiguous  language,  which 
would  have  this  two-fold  effect.  It  might 
mislead  the  magistrates,  and  would 
mislead  the  public. 

Mr.  SEELY  said  he  objected  to  the 
latter  half. 

Mr,  LAWSON  WALTON  said  the 
magistrate  had  to  determine  whether 
a  motor  was  being  driven  recklessly 
or  negligently  or  at  a  pace  that 
seemed  to  him  to  be  reckless.  There 
was  a  general  principle  of  law  that 
loose  and  ambiguous  language  should 
be  avoided,  because  the  tribunal  c^Jled 
upon  to  interpret  an  Act  could 
have  no  idea  of  the  intentions  of 
Parliament  when  passing  it,  and  be- 
cause the  public  did  not  know  what 
they  had  to  do  under  the  Act.  If  it 
was  stated  explicitly  that  the  motorist 
was  to  have  regard  to  the  actual  traffic 
in  the  road  and  the  possibility  of  traffic 
arising  the  matter  was  made  clear. 
For  these  reasons  he  trusted  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  oppose  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) 
pointed  out  that  Clause  8  proposed  the 
erection  of  signposts  Iv  the  County 
Councils  at  dangerous  places,  and  sug- 
gested the  erection  of  warning  signals 
also  at  avenues  and  by-roads.  He 
thought  the  words  were  vague  and  that 
it  was  not  an  unreasonable  thing  to  ask 
County  Councils,  at  dangerous  corners 
to  put  up  notices  that  the  motorist 
should  slow  down. 

Mr.  handles  (Cumberland,  Cocker- 
mouth)  opposed  the  Amendment.  He 
said  many  of  the  country  roads  were 
very  narrow,  and  a  speed  which  was 
quite  safe  on  the  average  road  might  be 
very  unsafe  in  such  roads.  It  mieht  ba 
reckless  to  go  at  even  fifteen  miles  an 
hour  in  some  of  these  narrow  lanes. 
He  had  received  notice  of  a  case,  which 
occurred  in  his  constituency,  where  one 
of  his  constituents  was  driving  down  a 
road  which  was  only  seventeen  feet  wide 
from  hedge  to  hedge,  and  only  thirteen 
feet  wide  when  three  feet  was  allowed 
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for  each  ditch.  A  motor-car  which  was  ' 
seven  feet  wide  was  coming  the  other 
way ;  there  was  no  room  for  the  horse 
and  trap  to  pass  and  there  was  the 
inevitable  spill.  He  thought  these 
words  strengthened  the  Bill,  and  made 
the  matter  quite  clear,  and  gave  the 
confidence  that  the  users  of  the  road 
should  rc-ceive  that  consideration  from 
the  motorists  which  they  had  a  right  to 
expect 

Mr.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Prestwich) 
said  although  he  did  not  like  motor- 
cars at  all  he  was  glad  a  Bill  had  been 
brought  in  to  deal  with  them.  He 
thought  those  words  were  a  little  am- 
biguous. What  this  Bill  was  trying  to 
prevent  in  this  matter  was  giving  a 
loophole  to  persecution.  He  thought 
the  clause  was  quite  strong  enough  and 
that  if  prosecutions  were  taken  under 
this  clause,  with  these  words,  in  motorists 
would  be  turned  into  martyrs. 

Mr.  BRIGG  said  the  object  he  had  in 
putting  down  the  Amendment  which 
stood  in  his  name  was  to  make  the  clause 
more  simple  and  to  give  greater  control 
oyer  motor-cars  on  public  highways  and  to 
give  the  magistrates  greater  latitude 
and  discretion  in  this  matter.  But  as 
the  feeling  of  the  Committee  was  in 
favour  of  the  principle  that  the  safety 
must  be  had  regard  to  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  press  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  had  been  asked 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Louth  to  move 
the  Amendment  which  he  had  previously 
suggested.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  able  to  see  his  way 
to  accept  it.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  must,' 
to  insert  the  words  'having  regard  to  the 
provisions  of  Section  8.'  ''—{Mr,  DcUziel.) 

Question  proposed  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'' 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  pointed  out 
that  this  language  had  been  used  in  this 
Bill  in  order  to  make  clear  what  the  law 
was,  because  it  had  been  said  that  the 
bterpretation  by  the  Courts  of  the  words 


in  the  regulations  did  not  appear  to  be 
conveyed  by  those  words.  This  language 
had  been  put  into  this  Bill  in  order  that 
that,  which  was  now  the  law  by  the 
definitions  of  the  High  Court,  should 
not  only  remain  the  law  but  that  it 
should  be  clearly  shown  in  the  statute 
that  the  interpretation  placed  upon  it  by 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  was  justified  by 
the  language  in  the  Bill  It  was  in  the 
interest,  therefore,  of  those  who  used  the 
roads.  The  suggested  Amendment  would 
destroy  this  section  altogether.  Clause 
8  proposed  a  different  thing  altogether. 
Clause  8  proposed  that  in  specially 
dangerous  places  the  local  authorities 
should  mark  them  as  being  specially 
dangerous.  This  section  was  to  deal 
with  the  general  conditions  of  the  road 
under  other  circumstance.^;.  He  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment. 

Mr  KENNETH  BALFOUR  (Christ- 
church)  suggested  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Ge/itleman  could  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment he  might  accept  the  word  "  reason- 
ably." He  thought  the  words  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Louth  would  be 
better,  but  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  not  accept  the  Amendment  he 
would  suggest  that  he  should  accept  the 
word  "  reasonably." 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  the  remarks  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were  no 
answer  to  the  Amendment,  and  therefore 
he  would  be  compelled  to  take  the  feeling 
of  the  Committee  on  the  matter.  What 
was  the  objection  to  County  Councils 
being  compelled  to  put  up  posts  at 
dangerous  places. 

Sir  CHARLES  RENSHAW  (Renfrew- 
shire,*^W.)  said  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Louth  to 
put  up  a  post  at  every  dangerous  point 
would  result  in  every  farm  gate  having  a 
post  put  up  against  it.  That  would  inflict 
an  intolerable  burden  on  the  County 
Council. 

Mr.  BAYLEY  said  that  the  non-erection 
of  a  post  by  the  C/Ounty  Council  might 
result  in  this— a  motorist  could  go  at  any 
space  he  liked,  and  it  would  be  contended 
by  him  in  case  of  an  accident  that  as  there 
was  no  danger-signal  the  pace  was  not 
dangerous.  This  Amendment  would 
remove  all  that. 
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*Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  this  was 
a  matter  upon  which  the  motorist  felt  very 
strongly.  He  suggested  that  if  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  insert  the  word  "  reasonablv"  before 
"  expected  "  it  might  be  accepted. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  there  was  a 
good  deal  to  be  said  against  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  contention.  First  of  all 
they  had  to  deal  with  the  fact  that  the  man 
was  a  stranger.  He  came  to  a  strange 
place,  saw  the  road  clear  and  thought  it  was 
all  right.  He  had  never  been  in  the  place 
before,  but  the  bench  considered  this 
a  dangerous  spot.  He  came  into  a 
district  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
magistrate,  was  an  infected  area.  Surely  | 
it  was  not  uureasonable  to  suggest  to 
tourists  that  certain  places  were  danger-  ' 
0U3,  and  that  a  motorist  should  not  go 
more  than  so  many  miles  an  hour.  A 
man  ought  certainly  be  warned  before 
he  could  be  sent  to  gaol.  Was  human 
liberty  in  England  such  a  small  thing 
that  for  the  sake  of  a  half-crown  gate- 
post they  were  going  to  send  a  man  to 
gaol  for  a  month.  If  so  he  was  glad  he 
was  not  an  Englishman. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the  hon. 
Gentleman  appeared  to  have  forgotten 
that  the  liberty  and  "very  often  the  lives 
of  the  people  who  used  the  roads  was  at  I 
stake.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  put  the  I 
identical  case  in  which  he  wished  t6 
protect  the  people  and  to  insure  that  I 
the  utmost  precautions  should  be  taken 
by  motorists,  who  did  not  know  where  I 
these  places  might  be.  If  these  words  | 
were  necessary,  then  to  assent  to  the 
Amendment  suggested  would  limit  the 
clause  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it 
perfectly  worthless.  If  on  the  other 
hand  every  spot  had  to  be  marked  it 
would  be  placing  work  upon  County 
Councils  which  no  County  Council 
could,  would,  or  ought  to  be  asked 
to  do.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  New 
Forest  Division  of  Hampshire  had 
asked  him  to  accept  the  word  **  reason- 
ably." If  it  was  understood  that  if  he 
accepted  the  word  *'  reasonably "  all 
discussion  upon  this  particular  point 
would  be  determined  he  would  accept 
the  word  as  a  compromise.  If  it  was 
not  so  understood,  and  the  discussion 
was  to  go  on  indefinitely,  of  course  he 
could  not  accept  it. 


Mr.  DALZIEL  having  regard  to  the 
remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
begged  leave  to  withdraw  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  lu  page  1,  line  10,  after  the  word  ^  might,' 
to  insert  the  word  *  reasonably.* " — {Mr,  Scott- 
Montague, ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.    SEELY  pointed  out  that,  after 
all,  motor  cars  had  as  much  right  to  the 
use  of  the  roads  as  any  people  who  used 
horses.    Many  people    thought    motor- 
cars were  purely  a  luxury  for  the  rich, 
and  that  the  people  who  drove  them  de- 
served no  consideration  whatever,  but  the 
drivers  of  these  cars  were  working  men, 
mechanics,   who,    although    they    were 
receiving  good  wages  no  doubt  had  as 
much  right  to  protection   as   anybody 
else.    The    idea  ttat  people  who  drove 
and  rode  on  the  roads  were  never  guilty 
of  any  carelessness  or  recklessness  was 
not  altogether  borne  out    by  the  facts. 
Everybody  knew  what  a  large  number 
of    accidents   occurred   to    horse-drawn 
vehicles,  and    every   body  was  satisfied 
with   the    penalties    imposed    in   those 
cases.    He  had  put  down  .the   Amend- 
ment which  stood   in  his  name  because 
he  could  not  see  why  special  rules  and 
regulations  should  be  attached  to  motor- 
ing, which  carried  special  penalties.    He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  1,  line  11,  to  leave  out  the  words, 
*  this  Act,*  and  insert  the  words,  *  the  Highway 
Act,  1835.*  ''—{Mr.  Seely.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  hoped 
this  Amendment  would  not  be  pressed, 
because  it  was  not  difficult  to  realise 
that  if  it  were  carried  they  would 
entirely  destroy  that  part  of  the  Bill 
which  emphasised  the  gravity  of  the 
offence  which  necessitated  the  imposition 
of  these  penalties.  Everybody  knew 
that  while  the  great  bulk  of  motor- 
car drivers   had  done^ their  best  to  be 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


413 


Motor-Cars 


{7  August  1903} 


Bill 


41 1 


reasonable,  there  were  some  who  dis- 
obeyed  the  law  openly,  paid  their  fines 
time  after  time  and  did  not  care. 
Those  persons  must  be  taught  to  obey 
the  law.  He  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  rose  to 
move  the  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name.  He  moved  it  in  redemption  of 
the  promise  he  had  given  to  the  House 
on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He 
then  undertook  to  bring  up  in  Com- 
mittee an  Amendment  which  should 
impose  a  distinct  limit  of  speed, 
and  which  should  also  indicate  that 
where  that  limit  was  exceeded  the 
penalty  should  not  be  the  penalty  of 
Section  1,  namely,  imprisonment,  but 
a  fine.  Speaking  generally,  h^  believed 
that  was  the  compromise  'arrived  at, 
and  he  now  endeavoured  to  redeem  his 
promise  by  the  Amendment  he  now 
moved.  A  great  many  gentlemen  ap- 
proached this  question  as  if  they  thought 
a  speed  of  twenty-five  miles  vrould  mean 
the  average  speed  during  a  journey. 
He  believed,  however,  it  would  not  be 
unfair  to  assume  that  taken  over  an 
ordinary  journey,  whatever  the  maxi- 
mum, the  average  speed  would  be  little 
more  than  half— that  was  to  say,  if  the 
maximum  was  to  be  taken  at  twenty  five, 
the  average  speed  under  existing  con- 
ditions, and  still  more  under  the  new 
conditions,  would  not  exceed  half  the 
maximum.  He  asked  the  Committee 
to  approach  this  question  from  a 
common-sense  point  of  view.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  desirable  to  set  the 
limit  so  low  as  to  make  it  almost  im- 
possible for  the  driver  to  keep  within  it. 
Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  they 
were  giving  the  pubUc  protection  in  the 
matter  of  car  registration  and  the 
licensing  of  drivers,  was  it  unreasonable 
to  put  the  maximum  limit  of  speed  at  a 
mileage  which  would  enable  the  car  to 
travel  an  average  journey.  He  did  not 
think  it  was.  He  also  did  not  think  it 
was  desirable  to  set  the  limit  so  low  as 
to  make  it  almost  impossible  for  the 
driver  to  keep  within  it.  Another  point 
for  consideration  had  reference  to  those 
parsons  who  broke  the  law  with  regard 
to  the  speed  limit,  but  who  should  not  be 


liable  to  imprisonment.  Those  who  ob- 
jected to  this  portion  of  the  Amendment 
apparently  did  not  realise  what  the 
effect  of  the  Bill  would  be.  There  was 
first  of  all  a  statutory  declaration  that  a 
certain  speed  limit  should  not  be  ex- 
ceeded; but,  if  a  driver  drove  not  merely 
at  a  greater  rate  than  this,  but  at  any 
rate  up  to  the  maximum  so  as  to  en- 
danger the  lives  and  the  limbs  of  the 
general  public,  he  was  liable  to  the  full 
penalties  provided  in  the  Bill,  and  came 
under  the  operation  of  Section  1.  Only 
in  cases  where  the  limit  was  exceeded 
without  there  being  any  risk  to  the 
public  would  the  lesser  penalty  be  im- 
posed. He  asked  the  Committee  to 
accept  this  Amendment  as  a  compromise 
on  a  most  difficult  question.  On  the 
Report  stage  he  would  ask  permission 
to  incorporate  this  sub-section  in 
Clause  7,  because  he  wished  to  see  the 
two  classes  of  offences  kept  quite  distinct. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  11,  at  end  to  insert  the 
words,  •  (2)  A  ^rson  shall  not  under  any  cir- 
cumstances drive  a  motor-car  at  a  speed  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  miles  an  hour,  acd  if  a!»y 
person  acts  in  contravention  of  this  provision 
he  shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction  in 
respect  of  the  first  offence  to  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing £10,  and  in  reppect  of  the  second  offence  to 
a  fine  not  exceeding  £20,  and  in  r^pect  of  any 
subseqaent  offence  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
£m.—[Mr,  Walter  Long,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  these  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir   albert  EOLLIT  thought  it 
necessary  to  insert  in  the  first  line  after 
"  car,"  the  words  **  on  a  public  highway." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  I  agree  to  it. 
I  will  move  it  in  that  form. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  ob- 
jected to  the  insertion  of  the  words, 
"on  a  public  highway."  The  Royal 
Parks  were  not  public  highways,  and 
protection  was  certainly  needed  in  the 
Phoenix  Park,  Dublin,  against  reckless 
drivers. 

Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  said  his  sugges- 
tion was  that  the  sub-section  should 
read,  "  A  person  shall  not  under  any 
circumstances  drive  a  motor-car  *  on  a 
public  highway'  at  a  speed  exceeding 
twenty-five  miles  an  hour."    He  argued 
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that  some  qualification  of  this  kind  was 
needed  in  the  interest  of  industrial 
progress,  otherwise  people  would  not  be 
at  liberty  to  test  the  speeds  of  motor-cars 
even  on  a  private  trialground.  Without 
these  qualifying  words  also  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  country  would  be  unable 
to  compete  with  foreign  competitors, 
and  the  sub-section  would  be  subversive 
of  all  trade  interests. 

Amendment  amended  by  inserting  in 
line  1,  after  the  word  "  car  "  the  words 
"  on  a  public  highway." — {Sir  Albert 
RollU) 

Mr.  BROADHUEST  said  that  in 
moving  to  reduce  the  speed  limit  to 
fifteen  miles  he  would  not  detain  the 
Committee  at  any  length,  for  the  ques- 
tion had  been  fully  argued  on  the 
Second  Reading.  They  desired  to  get 
the  Bill  through  if  possible,  and  he  for 
one  was  not  an  opponent  of  motors  as 
such.  He  was,  indeed,  in  favour  of 
using  them  in  bounds  of  reason,  and 
not  to  the  alaim  and  danger  of  the 
public  using  the  highways.  Even 
fifteen  miles  was  a  great  speed  to  travel 
on  a  public  highway  and  twenty-five 
miles  in  his  judgment  was  far  too  high. 
Such  a  high  limit  would  involve  all  the 
dangers  they  now  ran  from  the  reckless 
driving  of  these  machines  from  the 
nether  regions.  He  did  not  know  if 
many  hon.  Members  had  seen  how 
these  high-speed  motors  on  the  high- 
way caused  alarm,  consternation  and 
dismay  in  the  minds  of  inoffensive 
people  who  be  it  remembered  had  as 
much  right  to  use  the  roads  as  the 
motorist.  He  had  been  personally  in- 
convenienced;  he  had  been  in  danger, 
and  he  felt  very  strongly  that  in  the 
public  interest  the  speed  should  be 
limited.  Fifteen  miles  was  sufficiently 
high,  and  any  one  going  at  a  greater 
rate  could  not  enjoy  the  beauties  of  the 
scenery.  All  they  experienced  was  a 
maddening  sensation  of  rushing  through 
the  air  carehss  of  the  comfort  and 
pleasure  of  other  people.  Unfortunately, 
motor-car  owners  and  drivers  were 
most  unreasonable,  and  by  their  very 
unreason  had  made  this  legislation 
essential.  He  appealed  to  the  House 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  citizens, 
and     not    allow     them    to    be    taken 

Sir  Albert  RoUU. 


Sky^Siy  in  the  interests  of  one  section. 
The  Bill  would  not  unduly  interfere 
with  trade.  It  was  not  the  manu- 
facturers who  wanted  the  high-speed 
regulation;  it  was  only  the  selfisl^ 
pleasure  seeker  who  wanted  to  be 
allowed  to  rush  all  over  the  country, 
and  to  dash  through  the  narrow  streets 
of  our  villages  oblivious  of  the  safety  of 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  children 
whose  sole  playground  was  the  roadway. 
He  hoped  that  the  House  by  a  substantial 
majority  would  reduce  the  speed  limit 
to  fifteen  miles. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  as  amended — 

**  In  line  2,  to  leave  oat  the  words  *  twen^- 
five'  and  insert  the  word  *fifieen.*" — (Afr. 
Broadhursi.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
*  twenty -five '  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Amendment,  as  amended." 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  said  he 
had  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  to 
fix  twenty  miles  per  hour  as  the 
speed  limit,  and  he  thought  that  was 
a  more  reasonable  suggestion  than  the 
proposal  now  before  the  Committee. 
The  Bill  was  very  necessary,  but  he 
recognised  that  if  it  was  to  be  carried 
some  compromise  would  have  to  be 
made.  He  hoped  twenty  would  be 
inserted  instead  of  fifteen,  and  that 
the  representatives  of  the  motor  interest 
would  accept  that  as  a  compromise. 
("No.") 

Major  JAMESON  said  that  many  of 
the  criticisms  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  arose  from  ignorance  of  the 
motorcar  itself.  In  the  recent  public 
trials  at  Glasgow  it  had  been  proved 
that  a  motor-car  going  at  twenty-five 
miles  an  hour  could  be  brought  to  a 
standstill  within  a  distance  of  fifteen 
feet,  whereas  a  horse  and  cart  travelling 
at  only  eight  miles  an  hour  could  not 
be  pulled  up  in  less  than  three  times  that 
distance.  No  motorist  averaged  twenty 
miles  an  hour  over  a  whole  tour;  the 
idea  was  absurd.  There  were  cases  in 
which  five  miles  an  hour  would  be  too 
great  a  speed,  and  the  man  who  went 
at  five  miles  an  hour  when  there  waa 
danger  ought  to  be  punished,  rather 
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than  the  man  who  travelled  at  thirty 
m3es  an  hour  when  there  wad  uo  danger. 
All  these  alarms  were  raised  simply 
because  Members  had  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  study  the  question.  If  thirty 
miles  an  hour  was  fixed  as  the  limit 
it  would  probably  be  found  that  the 
kverase  speed  of  a  journey  would  not 
exceed    fifteen    miles    an    hour.      The 

Knalties  were  out  of  all  reason,  and 
^enty-five  miles  far  too  low  a  limit. 
Throughout  the  whole  year  there  had 
hot  been  a  single  fatal  accident  in  the 
Metropolis,  and  yet  it  was  proposed 
so  to  penalise  this  pursuit  as  to  take 
away  from  it  all  pleasure  and  enjoy- 
ment. 

Mb.  ORIPPS  sa'd  the  larger  question 
was  altogether  outside  this  discussion 
as  it  had  been  decided  that  a  speed 
limit  should  be  imposed ;  the  only  point 
was  whether  or  not  twenty-five  miles 
an  hour  was  a  fair  limit.  No  one 
desired  to  deal  unfairly  with  motorists, 
but  the  question  had  to  be  asked  whether 
in  view  of  the  manner  in  which  the  roads 
were  used  by  children,  pedestrians,  and 
persons  riding  or  driving,  it  was  right 
to  allow  a  four-ton  vehicle  to  be  driven 
along  those  roads  at  twenty-five  miles  an 
hour.  In  his  opinion  it  was  most  certainly 
n  ot.  It  was  a  question  not  of  the  average, 
but  of  the  maximim  speed ;  the  average 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  The 
issue  was  a  simple  one,  and  having  tried 
to  arrive  at  a  fair  conclusion,  he  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Peckham  that 
a  limit  of  twenty  miles  an  hour  would 
protect  the  road  traffic,  and  not  in  any 
way  press  unduly  on  the  motorists.  The 
ruling  consideration  was,  that  nobody, 
whether  motorist  or  otherwise,  ought  to 
use  the  roads  either  to  the  danger  or  the 
inconvenience  of  the  general  public. 

Mr.  WALLACE  understood  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  he  had  fixed 
the  limit  of  twenty-five  miles,  having 
regard  to  the  average  over  the  hour.  If, 
however,  he  was  disturbed  by  a  vehicle 
Pushing  by  at  the  rate  of  thirty  or  forty 
iniles  an  hour,  it  would  be  no  consolation 
to  him  to  be  told  that  the  rate  for  the 
previous  three-quarters  of  an  hour  had  been 
bnly  six  miles  an  hour.  He  was  a 
Itupporter  of  the  fifteen  mile  limit,  but  if 
there   was  a  general  disposition  on  the 


part  of  the  House  to  accept  the  twenty 
mile  limit,  he  would  fall  in  with  it. 

♦Sir  F.  DIXON  HARTLAND  (Middle- 
sex,  T Jxbridge)  thought  the  Committee  had 
no  idea  of  the  feeling  which  existed  in 
the  country  with  regard  to  this  question 
of  speed.  It  was  a  singular  fact  that 
92  per  cent,  of  the  convictions  in  the 
counties  for  furious  driving  had  been  for 
speeds  between  twenty  and  twenty-five 
miles  an  hour,  so  that  the  whole  of  the 
present  dispute  was  as  between  fifteen  and 
twenty.  It  was  not  merely  a  question  of 
danger.  With  a  skilful  driver  the  danger 
might  not  be  great ;  it  was  also  a  question 
of  convenience,  and  there  was  a  general 
feeling,  on  the  part  of  people,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  speed  at  which  motor- 
cars were  driven,  they  dared  not  use 
the  roads,  or  allow  their  children  to 
use  them.  Another  question  was  that 
of  the  dust.  That  constituted  a  most 
obnoxious  annoyance  to  all  parties. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  accept  the  fifteen  iniles  limit.  The 
feeling  was  so  strong  in  certain  districts 
that  if  Parliament  did  not  deal  with  the 
matter  the  people  themselves  would  take 
steps  to  obstruct  the  traffic.  He  had 
heard  it  stated  in  some  of  the  country 
villages  that  if  they  liked  they  could  stop 
all  this  themselves,  for  they  declared  that 
they  only  needed  to  put  down  a  few 
boulders  and  then  the  motor-cars  could 
not  go  along  that  road.  Of  course,  he 
did  not  at  all  agree  with  that  mode  of 
settling  the  question,  but  it  showed  the 
state  of  public  feeling  upon  this  question, 
and  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  a 
reasonable  rate  fixed. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,  R) 
said  he  was  extremely  shocked  to  hear 
the  hon.  Gentleman  suggest  even  remotely 
that  such  an  outrage  as  the  placing  of 
boulders  upon  the  public  highway  should 
be  perpetrated.  He  congratulated  the 
hon.  Member  upon  his  courage  in  making 
that  statement,  and  he  would  remind  him 
that  if  he  had  said  that  in  Ireland  he 
would  have  been  put  in  gaol.  It  was 
quite  evident  that  if  this  Bill  passed  at  all 
it  would  have  to  be  passed  bv  compromise. 
The  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  recognised  the  other  day  that  com- 
promise was  necessary,  and  he  inserted  a 
speed  limit  of  twenty-five  miles.  Now  the 
Member  for  Leicester  had  proposed  that 
the  limit  should  be  fifteen  miles,  and  while 
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he  agreed  with  this  proposal  he  suggested 
that  a  compyomise  should  be  arrived  at  by 
splitting  the  difference  and  making  the 
limit  twenty  miles.  This  limit  referred 
to  rural  districts  and  not  to  towns,  where 
the  speed  would  not  be  more  than  ten 
miles  an  hour.  Under  some  circumstances 
ten  or  fifteen  miles  an  hour  would  be  a 
dangerous  speed,  but  some  outside  limit 
must  be  arrived  at,  and  while  he  thought 
fifteen  miles  upon  ordinary  occasions 
would  be  quite  sufficient,  in  the  interests 
of  this  Bill  passing,  he  suggested  that  they 
should  split  the  difference.  If  they  did 
not  do  this  there  would  be  a  protracted 
discussion.  The  hon.  Member  who  spoke 
about  boulders  had  stated  what  was  per- 
fectly true  in  regard  to  the  public  feeling, 
which  was  most  intense  upon  this  matter. 
He  was  satisfied  that,  from  what  he  had 
seen  in  London,  if  something  was  not 
done  to  check  the  extravagant  speed  of 
motorists  they  would  have  public  rioting 
in  the  streets.  The  feeling  was  so  high 
that  the  public  would  probably  take  tne 
law  into  their  own  hands.  Whilst  riding 
along  a  narrow  country  lane  from  Rich- 
mond on  his  bicycle  he  was  overtaken  by 
a  motor-car  and  because  he  objected  to 
run  into  the  ditch  in  order  to  allow 
the  motor  to  pass  the  driver  abused  him. 
He  was  sure  the  Committee  would  be 
pleased  to  hear  that  he  speedily  convinced 
that  driver  that  if  he  was  an  expert 
motorist  he  was  an  expert  in  the  art  of 
abuse,  and  moreover  he  had  public  feeling 
upon  his  side.  There  was  no  doubt  the 
feeling  of  the  public  was  against  motor- 
cars. 


Sir  CHARLES  RENSHAW  said  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Uxbridge  Division 
had  urged  upon  the  Committee  the 
desirability  of  limiting  the  speed  to 
fifteen,  or  even  twelve,  miles  an  hour 
in  the  interest  of  people  resident  in  the 
country.  He  himself  was  not  sure  that 
it  was  in  the  interest  of  those  who 
resided  in  the  country  districts  to  put 
undue  restrictions  on  t  he  use  of  motor- 
cars. One  of  the  features  of  hopefulness 
for  the  people  in  the  country  districts 
was  the  extraordinary  facility  given  for 
locomotion  by  the  use  of  motor-cars. 
He  had  some  experience  as  a  motorist, 
having  been  for  a  considerable  time  in 
the  habit  of  using  a  motor-car,  and  he 
could  say  that  a  more  useful  vehicle  for 
getting  from  one  place  to  another  they 

Mr.  William  Redmonds 


could  not  find.  He  objected  as  much  as 
his  fellow-men  to  the  abuse  of  motor- 
cars by  those  who  went  at  a  high  speed 
and  inconsiderately  took  the  centre  of 
the  road,  necessitating  others  to  turn 
aside.  That  was  a  reprehensible  practice. 
He  did  not  believe  the  ordinary  user  of  a 
motor-car  found  it  necessary  to  array 
himself  in  strange  habiliments,  or  even  to 
put  on  spectacles,  and  as  one  who  had 
himself  suffered  from  the  abuse  of  the 
road  by  drivers  at  too  great  a  speed,  he 
urged  a  compromise.  He  thought  those 
who  wished  to  keep  the  limit  low 
probably  did  not  realise  the  extraordinary 
rapidity  with  which  a  motor-car  could  be 
brought  to  rest  More  ground  would  be 
covered,  by  a  horse  going  eight  miles  an 
hour,  before  he  could  be  brought  to 
absolute  rest  than  in  the  stoppage  of  a 
motor-car  'going  at  twenty-five  miles  an 
hour.  But,  knowing  the  strong  feeling 
in  the  country,  he  would  be  in  favour  of 
the  reduction  of  the  speed  to  twenty  miles 
an  hour.  As  between  fifteen  and  twenty- 
five  he  would  vote  for  fifteen,  but  he 
hoped  the  hon.  Member  for  Leioester 
would  withdraw  his  Amendment  in 
favour  of  a  proposal  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Peckham  to  fix  twenty  miles  as  the 
limit. 

Mr.  fuller  (sViltshire,  Westbury) 
said  he  was  not  anxious  to  see  a  speed 
limit  imposed  at  all,  but  as  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  was  the  most  important  object 
before  the  Committee  at  present,  he 
joined  in  the  appeal  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
for  a  compromise.  It  was  an  undoubted 
fact  that  a  motor  going  at  twenty-five 
miles  an  hour  was  more  under  the  control 
of  the  driver  than  a  horse  vehicle  going 
at  ten  or  eleven  miles  an  hour. 

Mr.  remnant  (Finsbury,  Holbom) 
said  that,  as  one  who  had  experience  of 
the  Bath  Road,  he  must  say  that  his 
feelings  were  in  accordance  with  those  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  when  he  said  that  he 
would  rather  see  a  speed  limit  of  fifteen 
than  twenty-five  miles,  but  they  could  not 
shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  Bill 
gave  ^eat  advantages  which  they  might 
K)se  if  they  did  not  arrive  at  a  compro- 
mise. He  was  inclined  to  agree  to  the 
twenty  miles  speed  limit.  Motorists  did 
not  seem  to  understand  that,  owing  to 
their  fast  driving  and  the  dust  they 
raised,  life  in  cottages  on  the  country 
highways  was  almost  intolerable. 
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*Mr.  CHANNING  said  what  they  had 
to  face  was  the  fact  that  there  were  number 
of  people  who  were  determined  to  get  out 
of  the  high  road  the  same  sort  of  pleasure 
they  obtained  from  a  fast  run  with  the 
hounds.  The  fact  had  also  to  be  faced 
that  large  profits  were  made  by 
manufacturers  who  built  high  speed 
motor-cars.  [Mr.  Scott  Montagu: 
No,  they  are  not  paying  diviJends.]  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  companies 
paid  dividends*  or  not,  but  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  challenge  the  state- 
ment that  a  much  higher  price  was 
paid  for  a  high-power  car  than  a 
low-power  car.  During  the  eighteen 
years  he  had  been  in  the  House  he  had 
paid  as  close  attention  as  any  man 
to  questions  relating  to  the  ^safety  of 
railway  working.  Did  any  man 
seriously  contend  that  Parliament,  in 
passing  the  Light  Locomotives  Act, 
1896,  ever  contemplated  letting  loose 
express  engines  on  the  high  roads? 
In  the  railway  legislation  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  on  the  railways  the  trains  were 
confined  to  rails,  and  were  checked  by 
the  system  of  block-signalling  and  other 
arrangements  for  securing  the  maximum 
of  safety  to  the  publ'c.  In  the  Light 
Kailways  Act  also  the  greatest  care  was 
taken  with  regard  to  level  crossings  to 
avoid  the  dangers  they  were  now  consider- 
ing in  connection  with  niotor-cai-s  passing 
along  the  public  roads  Were  they,  for 
the  pleasure  of  a  few  gentlemen  who 
wished  to  drive  cars  at  an  excessive 
speed — and  he  called  twenty-five  miles 
an  excessive  speed — to  omit  every  pre- 
caution whatsoever  in.  regard  to  a 
class  of  vehicles  which  were  not  con- 
fined to  rails  nor  worked  by  any  system 
of  signals?  Unless  they  restricted 
the  speed  they  could  not  secure  that 
degree  of  safety  which ^  the  people  of 
the  country  desired.  He  thought  there 
was  very  great  reason  for  asking  that 
the  limit  should  be  reduced  to  fifteen 
miles.  He  knew  that  motors  could  be 
turned  or  stopped  with  great  quickness 
and  in  very  narrow  areas.  That  ought 
to  be  recognised  by  all  who  came  to  deal 
with  the  •  question  practically,  but  he 
wholly  denied  that  with  a  speed  of  over 
fifteen  or  sixteen  miles  an  hour  motor 
traflSc  could  be  safely  managed  in  the 
rural  districts.  It  was  true  that  at  a 
moderate  speed  yehicles  like  the  electric 


coiipds  in  London  could  be  steered  with 
great  skill  and  safety,  but  it  did  not 
follow  that  the  same  could  be  done 
at  a  high  speed  in  rural  districts.  He 
urged  that  the  speed  limit  for  motors 
should  only  be  slightly  in  excess  of  the 
speed  of  horse  traffic.  He  therefore  did 
not  agree  with  the  proposed  compromise 
of  twenty  miles.  If  the  wealthy  men 
who  indulged  in  motoring  desired  a 
higher  speed  let  them  build  roads  for 
themselves  or  take  large  tracts  of  country. 

Mr.  KENNETH  BALFOUR  said 
it  was  in  consequence  of  the  action 
of  a  few  evildoers  that  motorists  were 
placed  in  their  present  position.  The 
hon.  Member  for  East  Northampton- 
shire had  referred  to  the  electric  cars  in 
use  in  London.  The  fact  of  the  matter 
was  that  the  motor  vehicles  which  had 
been  running  during  the  past  year  in  the 
suburbs  of  London  had  been  responsible 
for  one  fatal  accident,  traction  engines 
killed  two,  and  cycles  killed  six  persons. 
What  did  they  find  in  regard  to  the 
slow-going,  horse-drawn  vehicles'?  In 
1901,  in  the  Metropolitan  area,  vans, 
carts,  and  waggons  were  responsible  for 
127  deaths,  cabs  for  fourteen,  and  omni- 
buses for  twenty-three. 

Sir  THILIP  MUNTZ  (Warwickshire, 
Tam worth)  asked  what  was  the  propor- 
tion between  the  number  of  motor-cars 
and  the  number  of  horsed  vehicles  in  the 
NIetropohtan  area  for  that  year  ? 

Mr.  KENNETH  BALFOUR  said  that 
information  was  not  given;  but  he 
thought  the  fact  he  had  quoted  showed 
that  motoring  was  not  attended  with 
danger  to  the  public.  It  was  a  question 
more  of  control  than  of  speed.  Hon. 
Members  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  of 
the  powerful  and  effective  way  the 
brakes  of  motors  worked.  He  sincerely 
hoped  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  would  not  give  way. 

?Mr.  J.  P.  FAERELL  (Longford,  N.) 
said  that  the  whole  of  the  discussion 
had  been  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
rich  man.  It  was  supposed  that  the 
poor  man  could  get  out  of  the  way  of 
danger  when  a  motor-car,  which  had 
cost  £500  or  £600,  was  coming  swing- 
ing  along  at  an    express-train    sp 
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He  might  mention  that  twenty  miles  an 
hour  was  the  speed  of  the  ordinary  Irish 
train,  and  no  matter  what  rate  of  speed 
was  fixed,  there  would  alway;  be  the 
temptation  and  the  inclination  to  exceed 
the  rate  of  speed,  and  therefore  to 
break  the  law,  rather  than  to  keep  it. 
This  practice  of  flying  like  demons  all 
over  the  country  ought  to  be  put  a 
stop  to.  Being  dissatisfied  both  with 
the  twenty  mile  and  the  fifteen  mile 
limit,  he  would  propose  an  Amendment 
to  the  Amendment  limiting  the  rate  of 
speed  to  ten  miles. 

The  chairman  said  that  he  could 
not  accept  an  Amendment  to  an  Amend- 
ment to  an  Amendment. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  (Essex,  Rom- 
ford) said  he  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  adhere  to  the  limit  of 
speed  which  he  had  already  fixed.  In  a 
few  more  years  they  might  be  able  to 
know  a  little  more  of  the  mechanism  of 
motor-cars,  and  the  speed  at  which 
they  might  be  able  safely  to  go,  and 
then  a  Bill  might  be  drawn  fixing  a 
maximum  of  speed  which  would  be 
fairer  in  its  application. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  said  he 
could  not  agree  that  no  distinction  could 
be  drawn  between  the  rate  at  which 
motor-cars  could  be  driven  and  horse 
traffic.  The  effect  of  the  limitation 
was  that,  however  safely  a  motor-car 
might  be  travelling,  and  however 
clear  the  road,  there  should  not  be  a 
user  of  the  highway  by  any  vehicle 
at  a  higher  speed  than  twenty-five  miles 
an  hour.  The  first  section  provided 
against  speed  which  was  dangerous.  But 
mere  speed  by  itself  was  not  dangerous, 
and  if  there  was  no  danger  he  did  not  see 
why  the  speed  limit  should  not  be  high. 
Hon.  Members  ought  to  keep  their  heads 
cool  in  face  of  the  very  strong  feeling 
which  existed  outside  on  this  subject^ 
and  there  was  no  ground  for  inserting 
a  harrassing  restriction  when  there  was 
no  danger.  He  hoped  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  adhere  to  his 
Amendment. 

Sir  PHILIP  MUNTZsaid  he  preferred 
the  present  limit  of  fourteen  miles  an 
hour,  which  was  quite  high  enough  speed 

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell. 


for  any  motor-car.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  President  of  the  Local  (Jovern- 
ment  Board  had  acted  quite  in  the 
spirit  of  the  compromise  agreed  upon  on 
Tuesday  last.  It  was  never  contemplated, 
except  by  mad  motorists,  that  any  speed 
approaching  twenty-five  miles  would  be 
fixed  upon  as  the  limit.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  proposal  was  a  very  wild 
one,  because  cars  would  run  on  the 
roads  whenever  they  had  an  opportunity 
of  doing  so  at  the  maxitnum  speed.  He 
had  received  letters  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  shewing  the  strong  feeling  which 
existed  on  this  subject.  One  corre- 
spondent wrote: — 

**If  these  inhaman  motorists  carry  their 
provisions,  I  should  hope  that  an  anti-motorist 
league  of  electors  ma^  be  formed,  pledged  to 
vote  against  any  candidate  who  keeps  a  motor- 
car, or  hold  shares  in  Motor  Companies." 

He  had  received  letters  from  agricultur- 
ists to  the  effect  that  a  speed  of  twenty 
miles  an  hour  would  not  be  acceptable. 
Any  hon.  Member  who  voted  for  twenty 
or  twenty- five  miles  an  hour  would  dis- 
cover the  efiject  of  his  vote  at  the  next 
general  election.  He  himself  would  cei- 
tainly  vote  against  any  such  speed. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  HALL  (Lancashire, 
Southport)  said  that  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Leeds  had 
uttered  words  of  great  weight  whicli 
would  carry  conviction  to  any  one  who 
would  take  the  trouble  to  understand 
them.  The  difference  between  twenty 
and  twenty-five  miles  was  not  a  question 
of  speed  at  all,  but  a  question  of  expedi- 
ency, so  far  as  the  Committee  was 
concerned.  He  had  an  Amendment  on 
the  Paper  that  the  speed  limit  should 
be  twenty  miles;  and  his  hon.  friends 
on  the  Government  side  of  the  House 
who  were  really  trying  to  deal  with 
this  question  from  the  point  of  view 
of  those  who  were  honestly  interested 
in  motoring  and  wislied  to  use  motors 
and  not  abuse  them,  would,  he  thought, 
be  well  advised  if  they  accepted  a  com- 
promise of  twenty.  The  duty  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  this  matter  was 
to  stand  between  the  public  and  un- 
reasonable prejudice.  He  was  not  a 
motorist,  although  he  hoped  to  have  a 
motor;  nor  was  bemad;  and  he  would 
answer  for  it,  he  was  not  inhuman.  He 
did  not,  therefore,  fulfil  the  conditions 
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nUeh  one  hon.  Member  had  aaoribed  to 
tthoee  who  favoured  motors.  In  dealing 
with  this  question  he  hoped  the  House 
of  Commons  would  not  allow  itself  to  be 
warped  by  prejudice  which  was  really 
t)orn  of  inexperience.  It  was  a  question 
•of  compromise,  and  they  could  not  have 
4t  reasonable  compromise  if  all  the  con- 
^cesdons  were  given  on  one  side.  At  the 
present  moment  motorists  had  conceded 
-everything.  They  had  agreed  to  accept 
•evidence  of  identification  which  of  itself 
would  revolutionise  motorings  through- 
out the  country;  and  therefore  they 
tsaid  they  should  be  allowed  a  reasonable 
Amount  of  maximum  speed.  The  ques- 
tion of  maximum  speed  was  entirelv 
independent  of  Clause  1  of  the  Bill, 
because  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court  a 
man  might  be  driving  recklessly  at  two 
miles  an   hour,   if  he  ran  say  into  a 

Srambulator  on  the  pavement.  The 
nger  of  fixing  too  low  a  maximum  was 
that  the  maximum  of  itself  became  a 
•danger,  because  people  would  take  the 
risk  of  driving  at  a  greater  speed  than 
if  a  limit  were  not  fixed.  He  had  suffi- 
cient confidence  in  those  who  did  not 
4ibuse  the  use  of  motors  to  believe  that 
they  would  educate  the  public  mind  in 
their  favour  and  destroy  the  present  pre- 
judice against  them ;  and,  since  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
accepted  a  three  vears'  limitation  of  the 
Bill,  he  trusted  that  at  the  end  of  that 
time  all  prejudice  against  motors  would 
be  removed ;  that  much  greater  facilities 
would  be  given  to  motorists  who  wished 
to  use  their  cars  fdr  the  purposes  of 
locomotion  in  the  place  of  horses ;  and 
that  it  would  be  made  clear  tliat  motorists 
had  no  desire  to  injure  the  public.  It 
would  be  a  great  shame  if  the  many  were 
punished  for  the  sins  of  the  few.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  would  accept  the 
twenty  mile  limit,  and  that  his  friends 
would  accept  it,  simply  because  he  did  not 
l)elieve  they  would  get  a  twenty-five 
mile  limit. 

Mb.  WALTER  LONG  said  that,  in 
intervening  at  that  stage,  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  quarreUing  with  Ms  hon.  friend, 
the  Member  for  the  Tamworth  Division, 
^though  he  confessed  he  could  not  follow 
the  remarks  of  his  hon.  friend.  His  hon. 
friend  stated  that  no  hon.  (Gentleman  had 
4my  idea  as  to  what  the  limitation  of 
.«peed  should  be, 

VOL.  CXXVIl    [Fourth  Sbrks.] 


Sir  PHILIP  MUNTZ  said  he  himself 
suggested  twelve  miles  an  hour. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  his  hon. 
friend  appeared  to  forget  the  meaning  of 
the  woixl  *'  compromise.'*  His  hon. 
friend's  interpretation  of  a  compronuse 
was  evidently  not  to  meet  dififorences 
half-way. 

Sir  PHILIP  MUNTZ  said  a  compro- 
mise did  not  necessarily  mean  double 
the  existing  speed. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  would 
not  bandy  words  with  his  hon.  friend. 
He  was  satisfied  that  the  majoritv  of  the 
Committee  would  recognise  that  the 
Amend)qaent  he  had  pla<^  on  the  Paper 
was  a  strict  fulfilment  of  the  promise  he 
made  to  the  House  on  the  Second  Reading 
debate  on  the  Bill.  What  were  they 
fighting  about  now  1  Not  as  to  whether 
there  should  be  a  limitation  of  speed 
or  not.  They  had  decided  that.  The 
whole  of  this  controversy  had  been  prac- 
tically limited  to  the  difference  between 
twenty  and  twenty  five  miles.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  Fifteen.1  No.  He  appealed 
to  those  who  had  taken  part  in  the  debate 
whether  the  general  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  not  been  followinc;  out  this 
principle  of  compromise,  and  whether 
speaker  after  speaker,  while  expressing 
his  own  view,  had  not  stated  his  willing- 
ness to  see  a  compromise  effected  %  n% 
did  not  sav  all  Members,  but  that  the 
majority  of  speakers  had  agreed  that  a 
compromise  was  the  best  way  to  settle 
this  question.  All  he  had  risen  for  now 
was  to  ask  whether  it  was  worth  while  to 
go  on  for  the  rest  of  the  afternoon  dis- 
cussing whether  twenty  or  twentv-five 
would  be  the  better  figure  1  He  should 
offer,  on  the  part  of  the  Gk)vemment,  a 
determined  resistance  to  the  Amendment 
of  fifteen  miles.  He  should  like  to  see 
twenty-five  carried,  but  believing  it  to  be 
desirable  to  end  a  discussion  of  this  kind, 
when  everything  had  been  said  that  could 
be  said,  and  that  the  general  sense  of  the 
Committee  tended  towards  a  compromise, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  the  most 
business  like  procedure  would  be  to  agree 
upon  a  middle  figure  and  accept  twenty. 
For  his  own  part  he  was  unable  to  see 
that  there  was  any  material  difference 
between  twenty  and  twenty-five.  He 
regretted  the  interposition  of  a  speed 
Umit  at  all ;  but  the  House  of  Commons 
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had  not  supported  him  in  that  view,  and 
he  had  accepted  its  decision.  Surely 
what  the  Goverament  had  done  other 
hon.  Members  might  do,  and  accept  what 
was,  he  believed,  not  only  the  general 
sense  of  the  Committee,  but  of  the  country, 
and  agree  to  a  compromise,  which  they 
might  accept  without  discredit  to  them- 
selves, and  which  could  not  have  very 
far-reaching  effects  either  on  the  industry 
itself  or  on  the  enjoyment  and  comfort  of 
those  who  were  going  to  use  motors.  He 
could  not  see  tb?t  the  difference  between 
twenty  and  twenty-five  was  a  matter  of 
supreme  importance;  but  one  matter 
that  was  of  supreme  importance  was  that 
this  Bill  must  be  placed  on  the  Statute- 
book,  and  that  they  must  deal  with  this 
question  justly  and  fairly,  and  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  community,  who,  if  legisla- 
tion was  not  passed,  would,  he  was  con- 
vinced, think  they  had  justification  for 
adopting  a  course  which  would  be,  in  the 
best  interests  of  good  government,  de- 
plorable in  the  extreme. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  (Bristol,  W.) 
said  he  came  down  to  the  House  with  the 
intention  of  opposing  a  limit  of  twenty- 
five  miles,  and  of  supporting  the  proposal 
of  fifteen  miles,  because  he  was  well  aware 
of  the  very  strong  feeling  in  this  matter 
in  the  country  districts — justifiable  feeling, 
in  his  opinion — and  because  he  thought 
the  limit  of  twenty-five  miles  was  too 
high.  But  they  had  heard  some  very 
wise  words  from  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
After  all,  they  had  to  think  that  day  not 
only  of  the  question  of  speed,  but  of  the 
question  of  time.  Was  this  Bill  to  become 
law  or  not  ?  He  thought  it  would  be  a 
grave  misfortune  if  it  did  not  become 
law  in  the  course  of  the  present 
session.  Therefore,  although  his  incli- 
nation had  been  towards  a  hmit  of  fifteen 
miles  an  hour,  he  would  be  prepared  to 
accept  the  proposal  of  his  right  hon. 
friend. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
said  he  was  in  favour  of  the  fifteen-mile 
limit,  but  he  was  certain  that  could  not 
be  carried.  Therefore  he  thought  it  very 
desirable  that  this  compromise  of  twenty 
miles  an  hour  should  be  adopted.  They 
must  wait  until  one  Member  of  Parliament 
had  been  killed  and  another  had  been 
hanged  for  killing  him  to  get  a  good  Bill. 

Mr.  Walter  Long, 


*Ur.  SCOTT -MONTAGU  said  he 
agreed  that  for  the  sake  of  the  public  it 
would  be  a  thousand  pities  if  the  Bill 
were  not  passed,  but  he  would  remind 
the  Committee  that  up  to  the  present 
moment  the  concessions  had  been  en* 
tirely  on  the  side  of  the  motorist  Mem- 
bers of  the  House.  He  had  endeavoured 
to  impress  on  his  fn'ends  the  duty  and 
wisdom  of  being  reasonable;  and  he 
thought  his  right  hon.  friend  would 
agree  that  he  had  done  his  best  in 
that  direction.  (Mr.  Long  :  Hear,  bear.) 
Personally,  he  opposed  any  speed  limit  at 
all,  but  as  a  compromise  twenty-five  miles 
an  hour  might  be  acceptable.  He  had  re- 
ceived a  telegram  from  the  Lord  Justice 
Clerk  of  Scotland,  an  expert  motorist,  and 
an  able  lawyer,  stating  that  he  approved 
of  the  twenty-five  miles  limit,  and  that 
should  the  Bill  not  pass  motorists  should 
adopt  voluntary  measures  for  identifi- 
cation, and  thereby  dissociate  themselves 
from  "  scorchers,"  who  ought  to  be  caught. 
They  had  got  to  a  crisis,  and  it  was  very^ 
difficult  to  see  a  way  out  of  it ;  and  he 
would  suggest  to  his  right  hon.  friend 
that,  as  they  were  now  at  the  fag  end  of 
the  session,  and  as  there  was  so  much 
animosity  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  he 
should  appoint  a  Royal  Commission, 
following  the  example  of  the  French 
Government,  who  were  exactly  in  the 
same  position.  That  would,  in  his- 
opinion,  meet  the  case.  He  would  go  one 
step  further,  and  one  only,  in  the  direction 
of  compromise.  At  this  stage  in  the 
session,  if  a  determined  body  opposed  a 
Bill,  that  did  not  improve  its  chances. 
He  was  not  in  favour  of  wanton  obstruc- 
tion, and  he  made  the  following  proposition 
in  order  to  avoid  it.  Let  his  right  hon. 
friend  put  in  the  Bill  twenty-five  milea 
an  hour  as  the  maximum  speed,  just  as 
fourteen  miles  an  hour  was  inserted  in  the 
1896  Act  as  the  maximum  speed  allowed 
by  Parliament,  and  let  him  reduce  that 
subsequently  by  regulation  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  twenty-two-and-a- 
half  or  twenty-two  miles  an  hour.  Unless 
that  suggestion  was  accepted  the  Bill 
would  have  very  little  chance  of  passing. 


Mr.  BROADHURST  said  he  would 
like  to  be  permitted  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment,  as  there  seemed  to  be  a 
general  desire  that  the  compromise  of 
twenty  miles  an  hour  should  be  accepted* 
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Mr.  KILBRIDE  (KUdare  S.)  said  he  , 
wished  to  direct  attention  to  several  ' 
complaints  which  he  had  received  from 
farmers  and  horse-breeders  in  South 
Kildare,  regarding  the  conduct  of  a  certain 
class  of  motorist.  There  was  no  complaint 
whatever  against  the  hon.  Gentleman 
from  the  New  Forest  Division  or  his 
friends;  but  it  certainly  was  not  the 
experience  of  the  farmers  of  South 
Kildare,  that  when  a  youn^  horse  was  on 
the  road  motorists  invariably  slowed  up. 
A  friend  of  his  who  bred  race-horses 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  Cross  of 
Ballyhaunis,  which  was  the  start  and 
finish  of  the  motor  race  for  the  Gordon- 
Bennett  Cup,  lost  two  young  horses, 
through  injuries,  because  a  motorist 
dashed  by  at  twenty-five  miles  an  hour 
while  they  were  being  removed  across 
the  road  from  one  field  to  another.  The 
owner  made  representations  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Automobile  Club,  but  received 
no  satisfaction  whatever.  He  hoped  the 
hon.  (Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  New 
Forest  Division  would  represent  in  the 
proper  quarter  that  motorists  should  not 
travel  at  anything  approaching  twenty 
miles  an  hour  while  young  race-horses 
were  on  the  road. 


Mr.  DALZI£L  said  that  while  he 
appreciated  the  endeavour  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  secure  a 
compromise,  yet  it  was  his  strong  opinion 
that  if  this  so-called  compromise  were 
adopted  its  only  effect  would  be  to  prac- 
tically ruin,  not  only  the  industry  of 
motoring,  but  the  pleasure  of  motoring 
also.  A  motorist  would  be  liable  to  be 
arrested  at  any  moment,  and  to  be 
sentenced  to  three  months'  imprison- 
ment. Further,  a  motorist  driving 
from  London  to  Brighton  might  have 
half-a-dozen  summonses  issued  against 
him  on  one  day  by  people  who  simply 
hated  motor-cars.  Miotorists  would  not 
take  that  great  responsibility. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question 
be  now  put;"  but  the  Chairman  withheld 
his  assent,  as  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
Committee  was  prepared  to  come  to  an 
immediate  decision. 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  *twenty- 
five '  stand  part  of  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, as  amended." 

The  Committee  divided:  Ayes,  42, 
Noes,  183.    (Division  List  No.  240.) 


AIlhusen,Aagustu9Henry£den 
Balfour,  KennethR.  {Christch.) 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Crai^,  Charle8Curti8(^n^nm,iS> 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Poster,  P.  S.  (Warwick,  S.W. 
Gordoii,Maj.Evan8(  T*rH'mlets 
Gore,Hon.  S.  F.Ormahy -{Line. 
Qreeoe,  W.  Baymond  (Camhs 
GrevUle,  Hon.  Ronald 
Uamidworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harris,  Frederick  heeyeacUm 
Hatch,  Emefit  Frederick  G. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayne,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 


AYES. 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  WiUiam  {Camanfonsh.) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Comivall 
LeeyAithiirUi  HantSyFareham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneace 
Leveson-Gower,  FrederickN.  S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lonsdale  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  {Cumh.,  EskcUUe) 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Montagu,  G.  {Huntingdon) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
Norman,  Henry 
O'Brien,  Patrick  {KilUnny) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 


Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Eaye 
Scott.  Sir  S.  (JToryZedone,  W.) 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  {Lincoln) 
Sinclair,  Louisj  {Romford) 
Stanley^  Hon.  A.  (Ormthirh) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thomp8on,DrEC(  JfonayA*n,iV 
Thomt<m,  Percj  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Walton,  JohnLawson  {LeedSjS. 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Scott  Montagu  and 
Mr.  Guest. 


Agg-Gardner.  James  Tynte 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Ansoo,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwridbt,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Asher,  Alexander 
AhhUm,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  J<^ 
Bagot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  {Man'r, 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  {Leeds 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bayley,  Thomas  {Derbyshire) 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  SirM.  Hicks 


NOES. 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
l^rigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Heniy 
Brodrick.  Rt  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Burke,  E.  Haviland 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  J.  H,M.(Z>u6/tn  Univ 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish, V.  C.  W.  {Derbysh,) 

P2 


Cawley,  Frederick 
Chamoerlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  {Birm, 
Chamberiain,RtHn.  J  A  ( Wore, 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Chapman,  Edward 
CUve,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  {Glasg.) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Doum,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  diarlee  Alfred 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
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Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Delany,  ^niliam 
DevliD,  Joseph  {Kilkenny ^  N.) 
DickBOD,  CharlM  Soott 
Digby,  Jdm  K.  D.  Wlngfield- 
Diike,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dizon-Haitland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dormgion,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  J.  £. 
Doughty,  Geon^e 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Darmng-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Emmoit,  Alfred 
Faber,  E.  B.  (HawU,  W,) 
Fanell,  James  Patrick 
FsUowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergosson,  RtHn.  Sir  J.  {Maru^r 
Fields,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescne 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Fylcr,  John  Arthur 
Crardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,  Hn.  A.G.  H.  (CityofLond 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Cknrdon,  J.  (Lmdonderry,  8.) 
Goulding,  Eidwaixl  Alfied 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Hall,  Edwttid  Manhall 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(ifu2(fa; 
Hsre,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Henoerson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homer.  Frederick  William 
Howard,J.  (Midd., Tottenham) 
Hudson,  George  Bickers^-^h 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kemp,  Lieut. -CoL  Greorge 
Kenyon,  Hn.  Geo.  T.[(Denbigh 
Killnride,  Denis 


{COMMONS} 

Kimber,  Henry 

Lambton,  Hn.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Giaegow 
Law,  H.  Alex.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Lawrence,  Sir  Joseph  ( if onmVA 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  JohnGranM  Yorks.N.B 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leirii,  Sir  Joseph 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Wa\ter(BristolJS) 
Lough,  Thomas 
Loweu  Francis  William 
Lowtner,  Rt.  Hn.  James  (Kent 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  {Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
MaoDonndl,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
M*Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Munis,  Sir  PhiHp  A. 
MnrphT.  John 

Murray,Rt  Hn  A.Graham(Sii^ 
Nolan,Ool.JohnP.(Ga/Mwy,J\r. ) 
O^nen,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperaryy  Mid) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tmterary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jae.  (Wickhw,  TT.) 
O^elW,  J.  (Roeeomimon,  S.) 
O'Neilf,  Hon.  Robert  Toirens 
O'Shanghneasy,  P.  J. 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,HerbertPike  (Darltngen 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plumme^Twalter  R. 
Pretyman,  Emeet  G^eorffe 
Pryoe-Jones,  Lt.-CJol.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (Waterfori) 
Bedmond,  William  (CU»re) 
Remnant,  Jas.  Farqnharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renvrick,  George 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg)  Richard 
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Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Samuel,  Hsrbt.  L.CCleveUmH 
Sandys,Lieut.CoLThos.  Myles 
Shadkleton,  David  James 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  (Rtnfrew 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  {ForfairMre) 
Skewes-Cox,  Ihomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smlth,James  Parker(XayiarAv. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spenoer,Rt.  HnC.  R.  (NorthanU 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lance,) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Stroyan,  John 
Snllivan,  Donsl 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(ac/dt7ii»r 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radeliffe 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R. 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valeutia,  Viscount 
Walker,  CoL  William  Hall 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wabx>nd.Rt.Hn.  SirWilliamH. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (NotU. 
White,  Luke  (Ywk,  E,  K) 
W\iiteUY,B.,lAshlonund,  Lyne 
WodehouscRt.  Hn.E.R(iia<A 
Wortley,  Rt  Hou.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Xoes~ 
Sir  Alexander  Adiuid- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstratherg 


Question  put,  "  That  the  word  *  fifteen' 
be  there  inserted."    ' 


The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  51 ; 
Noes,  178.     (Division  List  No.  241). 


Amhrose,  Robert 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Qm 
Bond,  Edward 
Burdett-CoutU,  W. 
Burke,  K  Haviland 
Caldwell,  James 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  FranoiB  AUston 


Corbett,  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  Nt 
Pelany,  William 


Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N,) 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dooffan,  P.  C. 

Dormgton,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  J.  E. 

Doughty,  George 

Faber,  Edmund  B.  (ffants,W. 

parreU,  James  Patrick 


AYES. 

Fergusson,  RtHn  Sir  J.  (Mawfr) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Howard,  J.  (Mid.,  lottenham) 
Jticoby,  James  Alfred 
Joice^,  Sir  James 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Law,Hugh Alex.  (Donegal,W,) 
MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
Murphy,  John 

(yKelly James(.fio«common,i^. ) 
CShaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Remnant,  James  Farqnharson 
Renwiok,  George 
Rigg,  Richard 


Robinson,  Brooke 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stroyan,  John 

Talbot,Rt  nn.J.G.(OxrdUniv 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Eadcliffe) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E,  R) 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Tkllbbs  for  the  Atsb— 
Sir  Philip  Muntz  and  Sir 
FrederiokDix  on-Hartland. 
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A«K-Oardner,  JamM  Tynte 
AuEiisen,  Aoffustiu  Henry  E. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Ai^wriffht,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hogh  0. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baoot,  Capt.  Joeoeline  Fitzroy 
Balfonr,RtHn.A.  J.  {Manch'r) 
Balfonr,  Rt  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Balfonr,  KennethR.(CAm<c^) 
Banbnry,  Sir  Frederick  G. 
Bayiey,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhnrst,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bryoe,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Boll,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
CampbeU,J.H.M(i)uW»n  Univ 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W,{Derhysh're 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.  (Birm, 
Chamberlain,HtHnJ.  A(  Ware, 
Chapman,  Edward 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.E. 
CoffhUl,  Douglas  Hiurry 
Ccmen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Craig,  Charles  O.  (Antrim,  S, 

Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 

Croesley,  Sir  SavUe 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 

DaUdel,  James  Henry 

Davenport,  W.  Bromley 

Dickson,  Charles  Scott 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 

DooRlas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 

Duke,  Heniy  Edward 

Domiiig-LawTBnoe  Sir  Edwin 

Klibank.  Master  of 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Fellowee,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwd. 

Fialden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 

Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 

Finlay.  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 

flower,  Ernest 

Forster,  Heory  William 

Foster,  P.  S.  (JVarwick,  S,  W.) 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Fyler,  John  Arthur 

Gardner,  Ernest 

Gibbe,Hn.  A.G.  H.(CUyofLdn. 

Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 

Gordon,  J.  [Ijondonderry,  S.) 

Gordon,Maj  Evan8(  rr/Tm/cw 


{7  August  1903} 
NOES. 

Gore,  Hon.  S.F.Orm-by-(Zinc. 
Goulding*  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-((7am^. 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Quest,  Hon.  Ivor  Qhurdiill 
Hall,  Edward  MarshaU 
Hamilton,Rt  HnLd  0.(Midd'x 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Healy,  Timo^  Michael 
Hornby,  Sir  WiUiam  Henry 
Homer,  Frederick  William  * 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hudson,  George  Biokersteth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustaoe 
Jefi&eys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  F. 
JoneB/William(Cbrnarwn«AV6 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  Creorge 
Keni^n,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  W. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Sir  J.  (Monmouth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  JohnG.  (Yorks.N.R,) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (ComvoaU 
Layland-Barratt,  Fianois 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
hefge.  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leveson-GowerjFredk.  N.  S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Bristol^S. 
Lonwiale,  John  Brownlee 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb,,  Eskdale) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hn  James  (Kent) 
Lucas,  Regd.  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cummlog 
M'Arthur,  WiUiam  (Corntuail 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hants 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Mormon.  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.  (Galway,N, 
Norman,  Henrv 
O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid) 
O^rien,  Patridc  (KUheMw) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tijiwsrary,  N\) 
O'Connor,  James  ( Wicklow,  W, 
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O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Tonens 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  H.  Pik»  (DofUngton) 
Percy,  Earl 
Pirie,  Dunoan  Y. 
Piatt- Hignns,  Frederick 
PlummeiTWiater  R 
Ptetyman,  Ernest  G^eorse 
Pryoe-Jones,Lt-CoL  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Rickett,  J.  Oompton 
Ritohie,Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Sandys,  Lieut-CoL  Thos  Myles 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seeley,  Charles  H.  (Lincoln) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.JLR9f»/reu^) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  Lonis  (Bomford) 
SkewesCox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henrv 
Smith,  James  Vtaket(Lanarks, 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (8trmnd\ 
Spencer,RtHnC.R.  (Xorthants) 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.Bromvnch) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  JohnM . 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Tidbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thonias,F. Freeman  (Hastings 
Thom^paon,J)rEC(Monagh*nN. 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York  W,  B.) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  CoL  William  HaU 
Wa1rond,Rt.Hn.SirWilliamH 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S,) 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,8irC.  G.  K  (Notts.) 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ash.-und,-Lyne 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  B.(Bath) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.B-Stuart- 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  fob  the  Noes — 
Sir  Alexander  Adand- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstrather. 


Question,  "  That  the  word  *  twenty  ' 
be  there  inserted ;  put,  and  agreed  to.' 

Mr.  MURRAY  (Coventry)  said  after 
the  Amendment  which  had  just  been 
passed  some  consideration  ought  to  be  had 
for  those  who  used  small  motor-cars  and 
motor  bicycles.     He  represented  many 


owners  of  small  cars  and  bicycles,  Hiany 
of  whom  were  working  men  who,  under  a 
system  of  instalments,  were  able  to  pur- 
chase small  motor-cars  and  cycles  at  a  cost 
of  from  £30  to  JUO.  It  was  for  that 
class  for  which  he  now  spoke,  and  he 
submitted  that  for  the  first  offence  a  £5 
fine  was  enough.    He  begged  to  move. 
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Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  as  amended — 

•*  In  line  4,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  ten'  and 
insert  the  word  *five.*" — {Mr,  Murray.) 

Question  proposed  "That  the  word 
*  ten  '  stand  part  of  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, as  amended." 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  hoped  this 
Amendment  would  not  be  pressed. 
Whether  it  was  true  or  not,  and  he  had  no 
reason  to  suppose  it  was  not,  that  these 
small  machines  were  largely  in  the 
possession  of  working-men,  he  did  not 
think  this  was  the  place  where  any  relaxa- 
tion of  the  penalties  should  take  place. 
At  a  later  stage  in  the  Bill  he  would  be 
willing  to  accept  an  Amendment  in  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Southport 
giving  an  appeal  in  cases  where  fines  of 
jB5  and  upwards  were  imposed,  and  he 
would  be  also  prepared  to  consider  the 
suggestion  made  in  so  many  quarters,  that 
the  punishment  by  imprisonment  on  the 
first  offence  should  be  remitted. 

*Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  thought  that 
an  Amendment  appearing  in  his  name  on 
page  35  would,  if  accepted,  greatly  simplify 
this  matter.  It  was  that  fines  or  penalties 
on  motor-cyclists  should  only  be  one-half 
of  those  imposed  on  motor-car  dnvers. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  accept  this  Amend- 
ment. He  personally  thought  that  small 
motors  and  motor-bicycles  were  the  most 
objectionable.  They  made  much  less 
noise,  and  practically  gave  no  warning. 
If  the  Amendment  was  insisted  on,  he 
should  support  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  resisting  it.  He  hoped  that  if  the 
Amendment  was  withdrawn  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  seriously  consider 
the  desirability  of  fixing  some  scale  by 
which  those  of  moderate  means,  who  might 
unfortunately  become  involved  in  these 
matters,  might  not  unduly  suffer.  The 
fines  ought  not  to  be  as  severe  in  these 
cases  as  in  the  case  of  the  millionaire  who 
waji  continually  defying  the  law. 

Mr.  WALLACE  pointed  out  that  the 
penalties  were  not  absolutely  fixed  by  the 
Bill  The  amount  of  the  fine  was  left 
entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  magis- 
trates. 


I  Mr.  CRIPPS  thought  that,  as  the  motor- 
'  cyclist  was  usually  a  poor  man,  and  used 
I  the  machine  for  business  purposes,  there 
I  should  be  a  distinction  drawn  between 
I  him  and  the  motorist  in  the  matter  [of 
i  the  penalty. 

I  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  a 
number  of  hon.  Members  held  views  in 
an  entirely  opposite  direction  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  this  matter,  and  if 
he  showed  no  willingness  to  compromise 
it  was  to  be  feared  that  long  discussions 
would  result 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the  magis- 
trates had  unfettered  power  to  discrimi- 
nate between  the  motorist  and  the  motor- 
cyclist. He  did  not  think  the  maximum 
penalties  were  excessive.  The  amount  of 
the  fine  might  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  magistrates  who,  he  was  sure,  would 
do  full  justice. 

Major  JAMESON  was  astounded  to 
hear  that.  If  it  was  to  be  left  solely 
to  the  discretion  of  the  magistrates  he 
would  be  very  sorry  for  the  people  who 
unfortunately  came  before  them.  It  was 
perfectly  scandalous  that  these  outrage- 
ously high  penalties  should  be  fixed.  A 
wife-beater  was  treated  no  worse  than  a 
motorist  who  might  exceed  the  speed  limit 
by  half  a  mile.  It  was  said  that  the 
matter  might  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  magistrates.  He  had  never  known 
magistrates  to  have  any  discretion,  and 
he  therefore  would  never  consent  to 
leaving  this  matter  to  their  discretion. 
The  Bill  piled  penalty  upon  penalty,  and 
magistrates  would  impose  every  fine 
possible,  and  throw  odium  on  everyone. 

I  They  were  not  going  to  sit  calmly 
down  and  allow  that  to  be  done, 
and   they  would  fight  the  measure,  line 

I  by   line,   in  order  to  secure  that  these 

I  things  were   kept  within  proper  limits. 

j  They  wanted  some  consideration  for  the 
poor  man.  They  did  not  intend  to  have 
these  terrible  and    outrageous  penalties 

I  inflicted  on  people  who  did.  not  deserve 
them,  and  he  could  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  if  he  would  reduce  the 
amount  of  the  fines  it  would  conduce  to 
the  more  rapid  progress  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  albert  ROLLTT  protested 
gainst  the  principle  of  high  penfdties. 
Tne  penalties  imposed  by  the  JBill  were 
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certain  to  operate  unequally.  The  rich 
man  would  pay  the  fine,  the  poor  man 
would  have  to  go  to  prison.  This  unequal 
operation  of  the  law  would  not  deter  peo- 
ile  from  committing  offences.  He  had 
►roughi  under  his  notice  only  the  other 
week  a  case  where  penalty  after  penalty, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  over  xlOO, 
had  been  inflicted  on  the  same  man,  and 
paid  without  demur.  If  the  man  had 
been  poor  he  would  have  had  to  go  to 
prison,  or  he  would  have  refrained  from 
breakiug  the  law  continuously.  The  pro- 
per course  to  take  was  to  fix  moderate 
fines  that  would  affect  all  classes  equally, 
and  in  the  case  of  habitual  offenders  to 
provide  imprisonment.  In  his  view  the 
whole  principle  of  the  clause  was  wrong. 

Mr.  HAVILAND  BURKE  (King's 
County,  Tullamore)  said  he  was  unable 
to  contribute  to  the  cataract  of  tears 
l>eing  shed  over  automobilists  on 
the  subject  of  fines.  After  all,  this 
was  not   a    question  of    fixing  an  arbi- 


trary fine,  it  was  "a  fine  not  exceeding, 
and  it  might  safely  be  left  to  the  loca^ 
Courts  to  take  all  the  circumstances  fairly 
into  account  and  deal  out  justice  accord- 
ingly. The  automobile  car  business  must 
be  brought  under  the  strict  and  rigid 
administration  of  the  law.  Those  wno 
agreed  with  him  were  not  narrow-minded 
or  animated  by  a  dog-in-the-manger 
spirit.  Personally,  he  could  not  afford  a 
six-hundred-guinea  motor,  but  he  did  not 
grudge  any  other  man  the  luxury.  But 
he  woiJd  like  to  point  out  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  most  serious  accidents  had 
occurred  on  country  roads,  where  it  was 
thought  that  rash  driving  was  attended 
with  least  danger.  It  was,  however,  in 
the  villages  where  the  danger  was  greatest, 
for  in  the  towns  the  people  were  more 
alert. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  163; 
Noes,  36.      (Division  List  No.  242.) 


Ag£-Qardner,  James  TjuX/t 
Anson,  Sir  William  ReyneU 
Arnold-Foreter,  Hugh  O. 
JLBher,  Alexander 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt. Joeoeline  FitzRoy 
Bafionr,  Rt.  Hn.  A  J.  {Mwi'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (LudB 
Banbury,Sir  Frederick  George 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond.  Edward 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brodriok,  Rt  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull.  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Burke,  £.  Haviland- 
Butcber.  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
CampbelI,J.H.M.(  DublinUn. 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.  {Derbyshire 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Birm, ) 
Chamberlain,  RtHnJ.  A  ( Wore. 
Channing,  IVancis  Allston 
Chapman,  Edward 
C^e,  Captain  Percy  A 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Corbett,  A.  C&meron  (Glasgow 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Doicn  North) 
Crippe,  Charles  Alfred 
Croesley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkieth,  Earl  of 
Davenport.  William  Bromley 
Delany,  William 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 


AYfcS. 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dile,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Divaeli,  Coninffsby  Ralph 
DizoD-HartlaDa,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  £. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliott,  Hon.  A  Ralph  Dougbis 
Eoimott,  Alfred 
Faber,  Edmund  B.  Hants,  W, 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwd. 
Fergusson,  Rt  Hn  Sir  J .  {Manc'r 
Fieldeii,  Edward  Brocklehnrst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonderry,  S) 
Gore,  Hon.S.F.Ormsbf  •  {Line. 
Goulding,  f^lward  Alfred 
Grant,  Carrie 

Greene,  W.  Raymond-  {Carnbs. 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(ilf*cWa; 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesSeale- 
Healv,  Timothy  Michael 
Henderson,  Arthur  {Durham) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Howard,  J.  {Midd.  Tottenham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 


Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  WilliamlCar/iarvo/wA'e 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kemp,  Lieut-Colonel  George 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  {Denbtgh) 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon.  Fredk.  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow 
Lawrence,  SirJoseph(Afonm'^A 
Lawson,  John  G.  ( forks.  N.B, 
Lecge,  Col.  Hon.  Henea^e 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  E. 
Long,  Rt.Hon.  W.  {Bristol,  S. 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas,  ReginaldJ.  {Portsmouth 
Lvttlelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Alacdona,  John  Gumming 
M 'Arthur,  William  {Cornwall 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Muntz,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,  KtHn  A.  Graham  {But$ 
O'Brien,  Patrick  {Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  {Tipperary,  N. 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Herbert  Pike  {Darlington 
Percy,  Earl 
Pine,  Duncan  V. 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretymwi,  Ernest  Georjge 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Redmond,  William  {Clare) 
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Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Benflhaw,  Sir  Charles  Bia^ 
Renwick,  George 
Riokett,  J.  Compton 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T. 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Sandys,  Lient-CoL  T.  Myles 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  {Renfrew) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 


{COMMONS} 

Sinclair,  John  {Forfarshire) 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  {Strand 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spenoe,rRt  BsiC.B,.{Northante 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  ( W.Bromwich 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chichester. 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.  (k^dUniv. 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman-(ira«(»9t^«) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tomlinson,   Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Valentia,  Viscount 
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Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  W.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,  Sir  C.  G.  E.  {NotU) 
White.  Luke  {York,  E.  R.  ) 
Whiteley,  H.  {Ash.  rmd.  Lyne^ 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  fob  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R. 
Bayley,  Thomas  {Derbyshire) 
Bngg,  John 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Crai^,  CharlesCurti8(i4n/rimiS^ 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Devlin,  Joseph  {Kilkenny,  N. 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Foster,PhilipS.  ( JVanvick  S.  W 
GreviUe,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Harmsworth,  R.  {Leicester) 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 


NOES. 

Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustaoe 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall 
Lee,  A.  H.  {Hants,  Fareham 
Leve8on-€k>wer,  Fredk.  N.  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther.  C.   {Cumb.  Eskdal^ 
MacVea^h,  Jeremiah 
Montagu.  G.  {Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scott  {Hants 
Norman,  Henry 
Rigg,  Richard 


RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Seelv,  CharlesHilton  (Xi^co;» 
Sinclair,  Louis  {Romford) 
Stanley-Hon.  Arthttr(OniwWrAr 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Naples 
Thompson,DrEC  (Monaghn'If 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Ure,  Alexander 

Tellebs  fob  the  Nob»— 
Mr.  Charles  Murray  and 
Mr.  Allhusen. 


Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  said  that 
the  penalty  for  a  second  oflTence  should 
be  subject  to  the  proviso  that  the  second 
offence  was  not  committed  on  the  same 
day,  his  object  being  to  guard  against 
cumulative  fines  if  the  defendant  was  pro- 
secuted in  adjoining  districts  for  the  same 
excessive  running.  He  pointed  out  that 
going  down  hill  made  a  lot  of  differ- 
ence in  the  speed,  and  magistrates  would 
fail  to  take  that  matter  into  account.  It 
had  been  shown  that  these  atrocious 
penalties  were  practically  illegal,  and  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  abuidon 
this  policy  of  eternally  piling  up  fines. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  pointed  out 
that  in  going  down  a  road  a  motorist 
might  unconsciously  be  travelling  just 
over  the  limit,  and  three  or  four  private 
persons,  having  taken  his  number,  mi^ht 
summon  him.  In  this  way  a  man,  with- 
out knowing  he  had  committed  an  offence, 
might  be  fined  £10,  £20,  or  £50,  all  in 
the  same  dav,  and  along  the  same  road. 
That  would  be  a  monstrous  injustice,  and 
he  thought  some  such  words  as  those 
proposed  ought  to  be  inserted. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  thought  it  was 
unreasonable  that  a  man  shoukL  be  liable 


to  be  fined  these  penalties,  for,  perhaps,, 
an  initial  error,  and  suggested  Uiat  tne 
cumulative  penalty  should  not  be  imposed 
for  practically  the  same  offence. 

Mr.  MABSHALL  HALL  said  di» 
dif&culty  might  be  met  by  the  in- 
sertion of  the  provision  that  the^ 
second  fine  on  the  same  day  sheuld 
not  be  incurred  unless  there  had 
been  an  intimation  to  the  person 
driving  that  an  offence  had  been  com- 
mitted in  the  first  instance.  A  man 
might  be  going  twenty-one  miles  an  hour 
without  knowing  he  was  exceeding  the 
limit,  and  four  or  five  persons  might- 
summons  him  for  practically  the  same^ 
offence.  If,  however,  he  had  received  an 
intimation,  and  still  continued  at  th» 
same  pace,  the  initial  penalty  should  be 
repeated. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  thought  there 
was  something  in  the  argument  that  there 
should  not  be  more  than  one  penalty  for 
what  was  practically  the  same  offence,  and 
undertook  to  consider  the  point  before 
the  Report  stage. 

Mr.  WILLLAM  REDMOND  moved 
an  Amendment  providing  that  for  aoj 
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offence  subseauent  to  the  second  the 
penalty  should  be  ''a  tenn  of  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  one  month "  mstead 
of  a  fine  not  exceeding  £50.  He  urged 
that  the  great  object  of  the  Committee 
should  be  to  find  a  punishment  that  would 
fit  the  crime,  and  the  magistrates  should 
be  empowered  to  impose  imprisonment 
for  repeated  offences  against  the  law. 
Fines  were  no  deterrent  to  wealthy  motor- 
car owners,  but  a  short  term  in  prison 
would  produce  a  salutary  effect  even  on  a 
millionaire.  He  acknowledged  that  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Board 
had  gone  a  long  way  in  his  endeavour  to 
bring  about  a  compromise,  and  he  was 
also  aware  that  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
had  declared  he  would  not  allow  imprison- 
ment to  be  inflicted  for  an  infringement 
of  the  speed  limit,  but  he  felt  bound  in 
common  justice  to  move  the  Amendment, 
as  a  fine  which  a  wealthy  man  would  not 
feel  in  the  least  degree  might  be  a  very 
severe  punishment  to  a  poorer  man.  It 
was  true  that  imprisonment  did  not  deter 
Irish  Members  of  Parliament  from 
declaring  their  political  opinions,  but  he 
believed  it  woula  do  some  of  these  ~ 


millionaires  all  the  good  in  the  worl 
He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  as  amended — 

"  In  line  6  to  leave  oat  the  words  *  a  fine  not 
exceeding  £50/  and  insert  the  words  *  a  term 
of  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  month.'  ^' — 
{Mr.  William Bedmond.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment,  as  amended.'' 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  that  the 
Amendment  was  a  departure  from  the 
basis  of  settlement  which  had  induced  his 
right  hon.  friend  to  bring  forward  this 
clause,  and  which  was,  that  imprisonment 
should  not  be  coupled  with  the  laying 
down  of  a  speed  limit.  The  infringement 
of  the  sp^d  limit  was,  after  all,  a  less 
serious  offence  than  driving  to  the  public 
danger.  The  two  offences  were  in 
different  categories,  and  driving  to  the 
danger  of  life  and  limb  was  punished 
more  severely.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

Major  JAMESON  said  he  had  desired 
to  move  to  reduce  the  penalty  for  the 
Mcond  offence  from  £20  to  £10. 


*Tbe  CHAIRMAN  said  the  hoxL  Mem- 
ber should  have  risen  as  soon  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Clare  stated  where  his- 
Amendment  would  come  in. 

Major  JAMESON  said  he  did  not 
hear  the  effect  of  the  Amendment  stated 
until  neariy  the  end  of  the  speech. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  pointed  out  that  the- 
ordinary  course  was  for  a  Member  to  write 
out  his  proposed  Amendment  on  paper 
and  bring  it  to  the  Chair.  If  he  did  not^ 
take  the  trouble  to  do  that,  he  ought  to* 
watch  the  proceedings  carefully  to  sear 
that  he  was  not  shut  out  by  ether 
Amendments  being  moved. 

Major  JAMESON  said  that  while  htf 
thought  the  suggestion  of  imprisonment 
was  not  half  so  bad  as  the  other  penalties 
in  the  clause,  he  must  oppose^jthe 
Amendment.  The  sole  desire  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Clare  was  to 
punish  millionaires.  He  was  not  a 
millionaire,  therefore  the  enactment 
would  not  affect  him.  He  had  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  the  penalty  being 
inserted,  but  things  oueht  to  be  done 
in  proper  order;  it  was  absolutely  unfair 
that  it  should  be  sandwiched  in  at  this 
point,  and  he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND,  in  asking 
leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment,  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  consider  whether 
something  could  not  be  done  in  the- 
direction  he  had  indicated. 

Amendment,  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, as  amended,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  moved  to  add  at  the 
end  of  the  proposed  Amendment  the^ 
words  "  provided  that  proof  of  the  exact 
measurement  and  rate  of  speed  should 
be  produced."  He  said  that  all  he  asked 
was  that  satisfactory  proof  of  the  rate  of 
speed  at  which  the  car  was  travelling, 
should  be  produced  in  Court.  At 
present,  in  many  cases  the  charges  were 
based  on  a  mere  guess  of  a  policeman, 
and  it  was  only  reasonable,  if  these  sub- 
stantial penalties  were  to  be  imposed,, 
that  satisfactory  proof  of  the  offence? 
should  be  forthcoming. 
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Am6^ndment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
mendment,  as  amehded — 

**At  the  end,  to  add  the  words  'provided 
that  proof  of  the  exact  measurement  and  rate 
of  speed  be  produced.'" — {Mr.  DcUziel.) 

,    Question  proposed,  *•  That  those  words 
be  there  added. 

■Mr,  AVALXER  LONG  said  he  did  not 
thiols '  those  who  were  interested  in 
motoring  wore  doing  any  good  to  their 
case  by  invariably  assuming  that  every 
Court  wojuld  be  prejudiced  against 
motorists  and  were  going  to  act  unfairly 
towards  them.  He  could  not  think 
there  was  any-  necessity  in  this  case  to 
impose  on  magistrates  an  obligation  in 
regard  to  evidence  which  was  not  im- 
posed on  them  in  any  other  case. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  if  the  con- 
victions of  motorists  in  England  counted 
for  promotion  in  the  case  of  the  police- 
man. If  it  did,  it  would  be  a  very  easy 
thing  for  him  to  sally  out  from  the 
police  station,  stop-watch  in  hand,  and 
shortly  afterwards  to  find  two  stripes 
blossoming  out  on  his  shoulder.  It 
would  be  a  great  temptation  to  a  poUce- 
man  to;  be  thus  able  to  become  a 
sergeant  **on  easy  terms."  He  was 
surprised  to  hear  that  the  aristocracy 
in  Endand  had  so  much  suspicion  of 
the  police,  as  when  the  peasantry  in 
Ireland  harboured  such  a  feeling  they 
were  at  once  condemned  as  possessing  a 
double  dose  of  original  sin,  and  it  was 
really  most  painful  to  find  this  suspicion 
of  law  and  order  arising  in  England. 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  said  the 
Amendment  was  scarcely  practicable. 
He  would  be  very  sorry  if  any  general 
impression  obtained  that  the  magistrates 
did  not  do  their  best  to  administer 
justice  impartially.  Speaking  with  some 
experience,  he  ventured  to  say  that,  on 
the  whole,  magistrates  did  their  duty 
conscientiously  and  arrived  at  correct 
conclusions.  He  agreed  with  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board 
that  these  matters  were  best  left  to  the 
general  laws  of  evidence. 

Major  JAMESON  said  that  this 
Amendment  ought  to  be  met  in  a 
proper   way,    and  they  ought   to   have 


some  of  that  spirit  of  compromise  for 
which  the  right  hoa  Gentleman  had 
always  hitherto  been  celebrated.  He 
hoped  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  would  give  way  in  this 
matter,  and  he  appealed  to  him  to  do 
this  in  order  that  the  Bill  might  go 
through. 

Mr.    LOUIS    SINCLAIR    said  that, 
taking  it  as  a  whole,  he  thought  they 
got  justice  .from  the   magistrates,   but 
there  existed  an  enormous  amount  of 
prejudice  in  this  matter.     Although  he 
had    not    yet    been    convicted,    unjust 
attempts  had  been  made  to  stop  his  car 
whilst  driving  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
Coming  down  Comhill  upon  one  occasion 
about  five  miles  an  hour,  a  policeman 
stopped  him  and  demanded   his  name 
and  address.    He  gave   his  name,  and 
his  address  as  "  the  House  of  Commons," 
but    the   officer    refused  to  take    that 
address.    He    was  summoned,   but  the 
case   was   dismissed,  and  although  the 
magistrate  agreed  with    him  the  Com- 
missioner  of  Police   disagreed,   and  he 
awarded  this  particular  policeman  two 
days'  holiday.    There  was  an  enormous 
amount  of  prejudice  against  motorists. 
They    had  heard    a    good    deal   about 
stop-watches.    Not  long  ago  a  policeman 
produced   a  stop-watch,   and    upon   ex- 
amination it  was  found  that  the  works 
were  completely  out  of  order,  and  the 
case  was  dismissed.     In  one  case  a  stick 
was  thrown  at  a  motor-car,    and  when 
the  owner  applied  for  a  summons  the 
magistrate    held    that    as    the   motor- 
car    must    have     been     going     at    a 
furious  rate  the   man   who   threw  the 
stick  was  not  responsible  for  the  damage. 
He  thought  it  was  unjust  not  to  issue  a 
summons  against  the  man  who  threw  the 
stick.     He  noped  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man wo»ild  insert  something  in  regard  to 
these  penalties  which  would  satisfy  justice. 
None  of   them  wanted   to  travel  faster 
than  twenty  miles  an  hour,  but  he  thought 
words  should  be  inserted  demanding  some 
proof  as  to  the  rate  of  speed. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  (York- 
shire, Shipley)  said  he  hoped  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  maintain  the  position  he  had 
taken  up.  If  this  Amendment  were 
accepted  no  conviction  would  ever  be 
obtained,     except    by    setting    a    trap. 
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*    Mr.  DALZIEL  :  Not  necessarily. 

Sm  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  said 
if  any  ordinary  person  observed  a  ear 
travelling  at  a  high  rate  of  speed, 
unless  he  could  state  the  exact  sp^  at 
which  the  car  was  going,  and  declare  that 
it  was  twenty  and  a-half  miles  or  twenty- 
one  and  a-half  nules,  or  some  definite  speed, 
no  conviction  could  be  obtained.  Therefore 
this  clause  would  be  rendered  null  and 
Toid.  If  his  hon.  friend  persisted  in  this 
Amendment  he  hoped  it  would  be  rejected. 

*Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  that  as 
it  means  of  getting  out  of  this  difficulty, 
te  would  suggest  that  some  such  words 
.as  those  contained  in  his  Amendment  on 
page  19  should  be  inserted.  He  thought 
the  evidence  of  the  police  constable  should 
be  corroborated  by  some  other  material 
evidence.  He  suggested  that  his  Amend- 
ment should  be  incorporated  in  this  clause. 
If  no  safeguard  were  provided  there 
would  be  no  guarantee  that  the  prose- 
<5Utor  was  any  judge  of  speed  at  all,  and 
A  motorist  might  be  brought  up  200  miles 
from  his  home  to  defend  a  trumped-up 
<;ase.  He  would  suggest  that  the  testi- 
mony of  the  constable  should  be  corrobor- 
ated by  some  other  material  evidence 
implicating  the  accused.    (Cries  of  "  No.") 

Captain  GREVILLE  (Bradford,  E.) 
protested  against  the  aspersion  cast  upon 
certain  hon.  Members  by  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  who  stated  that  they  were 
interested  in  motor-cars. 

Mr.  WALTliJl  LONG  said  he  did  not 
think  his  hon.  friend  was  entitled  to  say 
that.  His  language  had  been  misunder- 
stood, and  he  had  explained  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  was  never  intended  to  be 
so  interpreted.  After  that  explanation 
lie  did  not  think  the  hon.  Member  was 
entitled  to  deliberate)y  ask  the  Committee 
to  accept  that  interpretation  of  his 
language. 

Captain  GREVILLE  apologised  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  withdrew 
bis  statement.  He  said  that  magistrates 
had  not  shewn  themselves  wiSing  to 
accept  definite  proof  on  this  matter.  It 
was  all  very  well  to  say  that  they  were 
not  biassed,  but  they  were,  because  many 
ma^strates  had  given  expression  to  views 
which  showed    clearly   that    they  were 


I  anti-motorists.  Why  should  a  man  hold- 
ing definite  anti-motorist  views  be  allowed 
to  adjudicate  in  regard  to  an  ofience  of 
this  sort  ?  Was  it  unreasonable  to  ask 
that  some  proof  should  be  given  in  regard 
to  the  rate  of  speed  1  There  was  nothing 
more  liable  to  error  than  the  calculation 
of  speed.  Hon.  Members  who  owned 
horses  would  be  very  hard  put  to  it  to 
say  whether  they  were  g'>ing  at  five  miles 
or  ten  miles  an  hour,  and  yet  they  were 
asking  the  House  of  Commons  to  put 
motorists  at  the  mercy  of  an  ignorant 
constable,  who  was  probably  full  of  energy 
and  ready  to  do  his  duty,  but  who  was 
no  judge  of  the  speed  of  motor-cars  going 
along  ordinary  rciads,  unless  he  timed  the 
speed  with  a  reliable  watch  over  a  meais- 
ured  distance  They  had  a  ri^ht  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  allow  a  more 
definite  proof  in  regard  to  the  rate  of 
speed  to  be  bjought  before  the  magistrate 
before  those  almost  savage  penalties  were 
inflicted, 

Mr.  WALLACE  said  that  it  was  an 
extraordinary  thing  to  attack  magistrates 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  so  prejudiced 
againt  motor-cars  that  they  could  not 
discharge  their  ordinary  duties  as  magis- 
trates. He  had  never  heard  of  any 
difficulty  in  magistrates  trying  poachers 
because  they  happened  to  be  interested 
in  the  Game  Laws.  It  had  not  been 
suggested  that  in  regard  to  motorists  they 
were  going  to  convict  without  evidence. 
He  was  not  now  dealing  with  penalties. 
He  was  dealing  with  the  Question  of  con- 
viction. The  hon.  Gentleman  oppoiite 
did  not  suggest  that  because  the  penalties 
differed  the  proof  ought  to  differ  also. 
There  ought  never  to  be  a  conviction 
without  sufficient  evidence.  He  trusted 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  stand 
by  the  clause  as  drawn.  They  were 
greatly  obliged  to  him  for  the  way  he 
had  met  them  in  regard  to  this  Bill. 
There  was,  however,  a  danger  that  unless 
they  got  on  faster  they  would  lose  the 
Bill  altogether. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  thought 
he  could  undertake  to  convince  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  that  some  Amendment  of  this 
nature  was  requisite.  Why  was  that  1 
When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  brought 
in  the  Bill  it  was  without  a  speed  limit, 
because    all    the    chief    constables     of 
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England  were  agreed  that  that  was  the 
proper  course  to  take.  Why  was  it  the 
proper  course  to  take  1  Because  in 
r^ard  to  this  question  of  speed,  above 
all  others,  it  was  almost  impossible  for 
the  human  judgment  to  be  infallible.  In 
a  painful  case  he  was  connected  with  last 
week  he  heard  a  barrister  Hwear  that  the 
ear  was  going  at  forty  miles  an  hour,  a 
law  student  swore  that  the  speed  was 
twenty  miles  an  hour,  and  a  sensible 
policeman  said  it  was  going  very  fast,  but 
he  oould  not  say  how  fast.  He  had  not 
the  least  apprehension  in  regard  to  the 
action  of  the  Irish  police  or  the  Irish 
Bench  in  this  matter  because  they 
always  acted  fairly,  except  in  political 
cases.  Once  they  left  religion  and 
pcditics  out  of  the  question,  in  Ireland 
they  had  far  better  Judges  and  law  and 
magistrates  than  here  in  England.  Of 
course,  the  things  that  aroused  their 
passions  were  questions  of  religion  and 
politics.  So  far  as  Ireland  was  con- 
cerned he  was  not  in  the  least  alarmed 
by  the  proposal  in  the  Bill  as  it  stood, 
but  unless  they  established  a  trap  system 
how  could  a  magistrate,  when  there  was 
a  confli  t  of  testimony,  come  to  a  con- 
clusion in  r^ard  to  speed,  and  the  very 
drastic  penalties  which  were  to  be  im- 
posed ?  His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Perth  had  said  that  it  was  a  monstrous 
thing  to  state  that  the  magistrates  were 
prejudiced.  All  people  were  prejudiced. 
He  hated  motor-cars  himself,  and  he  was 
perhaps  the  most  prejudiced  man  in  the 
House  against  them.  To  say  that  the 
magistrates  were  prejudiced  was  to  say 
that  they  were  human  beings.  Ereryone 
was  prejudiced  very  much  against 
motorists,  unless  he  was  a  motorist  him- 
self. He  should  not  regard  any  one  con- 
nected with  the  motor  industry  as  un- 
prejudiced. He  thought  it  would  be  a 
far  more  profitable  industry  than  the  one 
in  which  he  was  himself  engaged.  [Cries 
of  "No."]  Be  that  as  it  might,  they 
were  dealing  with  a  very  difficult 
question.  They  were  dealing  with  a  case 
where  public  liberty  and  life  and  limb 
were  at  stake,  where  the  tendency  of 
the  Bench  and  the  police  was  to  down 
the  few  men  against  whom  practically 
every  man's  hand  was  turned.  As  he 
understood,  every  man*s  hand  here  was 
against  the  motorist,  but  in  Ireland  it 
was  not  so.  It  might  be  because  they 
Mr.  T,  M,  HecUy. 


had  not  so  many  motorists  in  Ireland. 
It  seemed  to  him  in  regard  to  this  very 
difficult  question  of  speed  that  some 
greater  precision  in  points  of  evidence 
was  desirable.  His  hon.  frigid  the 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  had  suggested  the 
production  of  some  corroborative  or 
particular  form  of  evidence.  He 
did  not  think  that  anybody's  liberty 
was  safe  if  the  man  in  the  street 
was  to  be  entitled  to  say  "  I  believe  that 
man  was  going  at  thirty  or  twenty-five 
miles  an  hour."  It  seemed  to  him, 
therefore,  that  although  motorists  be- 
longed to  a  class  which  had  very  seldom 
been  brought  into  contact  with  the  law, 
they  were  beginning  to  feel  that  they 
were  in  the  position  of  the  common  man 
in  England  or  the  poacher  in  Ireland. 
They  would  begin  to  feel  now  that,  so 
far  as  offence  against  the  law  was  con- 
cerned, they  had  more  interest  in  the 
general  democratic  administration  of  the 
Ukw.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
expressed  himself  as  being  most  anxious 
to  get  this  Bill  The  House  of  Lords, 
conservative  as  it  was,  initiated  this  Bill, 
and  they  might  have  a  word  to  say 
upon  the  Amendments.  While  he  was 
most  anxious  to  see  the  speed  limit 
reduced  he  was  also  most  anxious  to  see 
the  Bill  become  law.  It  might  happen 
in  this  case,  as  happened  in  regard  to  the 
Children's  Bill  recently,  that  there  would 
be  a  strong  fanatical  body  on  one  side 
and  another  strong  fanatical  body  on  the 
other  sida  It  was  for  the  House  itself 
to  take  up  a  position  of  moderation. 
This  Bill  would  go  back  to  the  Lords, 
who  had  no  electors  to  send  them  to 
Parliament,  and,  therefore,  they  might 
take  a  very  different  view  from  the 
House  of  Commons  with  regard  to  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  Therefore,  if  the 
Bill  was  to  become  law,  he  begged  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  consider 
whether  something  more  was  not  neces- 
sary than  the  mere  ipse  dixii  of  a  police- 
man or  a  villager. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  it  would  be  better 
to  adhere  to  the  usual  rules  of  law.  The 
question  of  the  speed  at  which  a  motor 
was  travelling  was  a  question  of  fact» 
and  surely  it  was  better  to  leave  that 
question  of  fact  to  be  determined  by  the 
magistrates.    He  did  not  believe  it  was 
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posflible  to  deTise  any  satisfactory  form 
of  words.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
form  of  words  proposed  was  not  satisfac 
torj.  He  suggested  to  the  Committee 
that,  haying  made  up  their  minds  that 
there  should  be  a  speed  limit,  it  should 
be  left  to  the  magistrates  to  say  whether 
or  not  it  had  been  exceeded. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  if  the  Attorney- 
General  did  not  like  the  form  of  words 
propo^  he  was  willing  to  leave  him  to 
introduce  another  form. 


Sir    ROBERT  FINLAY 
think  it  possible. 


I  do  not 


Mr.  DALZIEL  said  this  matter  did  not 
turn  upon  the  evidence.  There  was 
hardly  a  case  brought  into  Court  where 
there  were  not  halt-a-dozen  witnesses  on 
each  side.  It  was  almost  impossible  to 
say  whether  a  car  was  travelling  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  miles  an  hour  unless  it  was 
properly  timed.  All  that  was  asked  for 
was  that  evidence  should  be  produced 
that  a  test  had  been  made  of  the  speed. 
If  the  magistrates  had  to  decide  between 
three  or  four  men  on  the  car  and  the 
three  or  four  men  on  the  road,  how  on 
earth  were  they  to  get  out  of  their 
difficulty?  It  was  simply  a  case  of  a 
number  of  men  guessing  on  a  matter 
with  respect  to  which  it  was  admittedly 
practically  impossible  to  guess.  They 
were  told  that  this  should  hb  left  to  the 
justices.  That  did  not  come  very  well 
from  a  Government  who  would  not 
trust  the  justices  in  regard  to  drink 
licences,  and  who  were  going  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  on  the  subject  next  year. 
The  whole  history  of  motor-car  cases 
showed  that  the  local  magistrates  were 
prejudiced  against  motorists,  and  many 
of  them  had  stated  that  they  would 
impose  the  maximum  penalty  every 
time  motorists  were  brought  before 
them. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  HALL  thought 
there  was  a  good  deal  to  be  said  for 
the  Amendment.  There  had  been  mis- 
apprehension as  to  its  effect.  It  did  not 
•cast  any  aspersion  upon  either  the 
magistrates  or  the  police.  It  was  fair  to 
state,  what  was  a  well-known  fact,  that  it 
-was  practically  impossible  for  any 
human   being     to     say,    from     mere 


observation,  at  what  pace  a  par- 
ticular vehicle  was  going.  He  had  had 
a  great  deal  to  do  with  cases  involving 
the  speed  of  vehicles  in  London  streets, 
and  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  any 
uniformity  of  opinion  as  to  the  speed  of 
a  hansom  cab,  and  a  fortiori  it  would  be 
more  difficult  to  get  the  speed  of  a 
motor-car.  Some  words  were  wanted 
in  the  Bill  to  preclude  a  bond  fide  mistake 
being  made  as  an  error  of  judgment. 
He  would  suggest  the  insertion  of  the 
following  words : — '*  No  person  shall  be 
convicted  under  this  section  except  upon 
proof  of  a  time  test."  That  would 
practically  carry  out  all  that  was 
wanted.  He  was  not  making  any 
imputation  on  the  honesty  of  the' 
magistrates  or  of  the  police  when  he 
suggested  that  such  words  as  these 
would  meet  the  case — viz.,  *'  No  person 
shall  be  convicted  under  this  section 
except  on  procrf  of  a  time  test.*' 

Major  JAMESON  said  he  wished  to 
protest  against  the  interpretation  of  this 
clause  being  left  to  the  magistrates,  and 
half-educated  barristers-at-law. 

Mr.  BRIGG  said  that  the  Committee 
would  be  wise  in  allowing  the  magis- 
trates to  exercise  their  common  sense 
and  do  justice  in  this  matter. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  that 
the  Amendment  was  not  one  which  the 
Government  could  possibly  accept.  He 
understood  from  the  Solicitor-General 
for  Scotland,  that  in  Scotland,  to  which 
part  of  the  kingdom  this  Bill  appUed, 
the  evidence  of  two  witnesses  would  be 
required  for  conviction.  It  was  well 
worth  considering  whether  the  same 
rule  should  not  be  applied  in  England, 
and  before  the  Report  stage  the  Govern- 
ment could  consider  whether  a  clause 
could  not  be  framed  to  provide  that  no 
conviction  should  take  place  except  on 
the  evidence  of  two  witnesses. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  was  glad  to 
recognise  the  spirit  with  which  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  met 
this  point,  but  the  question  had  nothing 
to  do  with  two,  six,  eiffht,  or  ten 
witnesses ;  for  it  was  humaiuy  impossible 
for  anyone  to  give  correct  evidence  on 
this  point.  ^ere  could  be  no  more 
reasonable  Amendment  than  the  one  now 
placed  before  the  Committee. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


451 


Motor-Cars 


{COMMONS} 


BiU, 


452 


Lord  ALWYNE  COMPTON  (Bed- 
fordshire, Biggleswade)  said  that  he 
wished  to  support  the  Amendment.  There 
ought  to  be  a  proper  tett  of  speed.  He 
approached  this  question,  not  from  the 
point  of  view  of  a  driver  of  a  motor-car, 
because  in  his  own  experience  he  had  had 
the  greatest  desire  in  the  world  to  keep 
within  the  legal  limits  of  speed,  and  the 
magistrates  had  been  often  rather  unwise 
in  their  decisions  upon  that  point.  He 
himself  was  against  a  speed  limit,  because 
he  did  not  believe  tnat  any  man  or 
woman  could  judge  what  was  reckless 
driving.  But  the  Committee  having 
agreed  on  a  speed  limit,  they  should  see 
that  there  was  a  proper  means  of  testing 
whether  that  speed  was  exceeded.  In 
his  judgment  it  was  not  suflBcient  that 
the  test  should  simply  be  out  of  the 
mouth  of  two  witnesses,  as  had  been 
suggested  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney-General. 

Mk.  EENWICK  (Newca8tleK)n-Tyne) 
said  he  sincerely  trusted  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  give  way  and  accept  this 
Amendment* 

Mr,  NORMAN  (Wolverhampton,  S.) 
said  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 


ment Board  ought  not  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  decide  this  matter  with- 
out giving  them  further  information. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken,  said  that  on  some  lonely  road  a 
person  might  be  run  down ;  but  that 
bad  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
speed  limit,  and  was  provided  for  ia 
another  part  of  the  Bill.  He  had  driven 
a  motor-car  a  good  deal,  and  every  ex- 
pert motorist  would  agree  that  he  would 
not  for  a  moment  attempt  to  give  the 
speed  of  a  car  by  watching  it  pass.  Evea 
such  an  experienced  motorist  as  Mr. 
Edge  said  he  could  not  estimate  the  speed 
merely  by  seeing  a  car  pass.  If  this 
Amendment  were  carried  they  would  not 
get  a  speed  limit  really,  but  a  limit  to  be 
provided  by  a  policeman.  If  there  was 
to  be  a  speed  limit  it  should  be  deter- 
mined as  accurately  as  possible. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  they  had 
heard  of  the  "Lady's  Mile,"  but  in  future 
it  will  be  the  "Bobbies*  Mile." 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,   45 
Noes,  140.     (Division  List  No.  243.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Allhusen,  Aug.  Henxr  Eden 
Balfour,  KenuethR.  ( Christch. ) 
Bayley,  Thouias  {Derbyshire) 
Bosoawen,  Arthur  Qriffith 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  {Orunwich) 
CoghiU,  DouglfM  Harry 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Craig,Cbas.  Curtis  {Antrim,S.) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Fo8t6r,PhilipS.(  Warunck.S.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gk)re,Hon.S.  F.  Orm8by-(Zinc. 
Oreene, W.Raymond  (Camhs,) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
HaiTw,  Frederick  LeyertoQ 


AYES. 

Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Georee 
Healj,  Timothj  Micha^ 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  William  [Camarvonsh.) 
Lee,  A.  H.  {Hants,  y  Fareham) 
Leigh,  Sir  Jose^ 
Le  ve8on-Gower,Frederiok  N .  S. 
Lonsdale,' John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumh,  EshdaU) 
Montagu,  G.  {Htintiivgdon) 
Montagu,Hon.  J.  Scot  t(/f ante. ) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
Nolan,Col.  JohnP.  ((;a/tmy,A. 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (WieUaw,  W.) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Rohert  Torrens 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 


Pease,Herht.  Pike  (Darlington 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (MaryUbone,  If.) 
Seelv,  Charles  Hilton  (Ztn(;o/n 
Sinclair,  Louis  {Bam/ard) 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (OrmMrh) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thoma8,F.  ¥TeemHJi{Hast%ngt) 
Walker,  Col.  WUliam  Hall 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Dalziel  and  Mr. 
Norman. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Beynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Eight  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Gapt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
BaUfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  {Mcm^r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  {Leeds) 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond.  Edward 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 


NOES. 

Si'iggy  John 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher.  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  {Dublin  Univ 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  {Derbysh.) 
Cawlev,  Frederick 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  {Birm 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J.  A(  Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 


Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.   H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Olasg.) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Cripps,  CSiarles  Alted 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Sayile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Delany,  William 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
DirMli,  Ooningaliy  Ralph 
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Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Darning- Lawrence,  8ir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  RalphDouglas 
Emmott,  Alfred 
FeUowee,  Hon.  Aiiwyn  Ed. 
Ferguston,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  {ManW 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurat 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flannery,  Sir  Forteecne 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gardner.  Ernest 
God80D,SirAugu8tasFrederick 
Gordon,  J.  {J&ndonderry,  S,) 
Grant,  Corrie 

Greene,  Hy.  D.  {Shrewsbury) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Chorchill 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG.  ( AftVf 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon  Charles  Seale- 
Henderson,  Arthar  {Durham) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homer,  Frederick  Vvilliam 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Howard,  J.  {Midd.,  Totthcm, 
Hudson,  George  Biokersteth 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon,Hon.Geo.T.  {Denbigh) 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
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Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (6^/a«^ou;) 
Law8on,JohnGrant(  Yorks.NR 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Comtoall 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  HflDeag« 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskme 
Long,RtHn.  Wsdter  {Bristol, S 
Lowe,  Frandfi  William 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  {Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
MaoDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 
MacYeagh,  Jeremiah 
M* Arthur,  William  {ComwcUl) 
Morriaon,  James  Axchibold 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Moee,  Samuel 
Mount,  William  Arthar 
Murphy  John 

Murray,  Kt.  HnAGraham(J?t{e« 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
(yBrien.  P.  J.  {Tipperary,  N.) 
O^elly.  J.  (Boseomman,  N.) 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretynian,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis.  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Redmond,  WiUiam  (Clare) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ren  wick,  George 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 
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Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  JoHn  Bryu  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Herbert  {Hackney) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
RoUestou,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Samuel,  U.eTheTth.  {Cleveland) 
Sandvs,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  {Renfrew 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Smith,  James  Parker  {Lanarks 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strandy 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {ChiehesUr) 
Talbot,  Rt.  Hn.  J.G.  {OxfdUnkr 
Thompson ,  DrEC{MonaghanN 
Toulmin,  George 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walrond,Rt.  HnSirWUliamH. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  B.) 
Whiteley ,  H  {A  shtonund-Lyne 
Wortley,Rt.  Hn.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Bt.  Hon.  Oeorfs 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Question, 
amended,  be 
agreed  to. 


"That    those     words,     as 
there  inserted,"   put,   and 


Amendment  proposed — 

"After  the  last  Amendment  to  insert  the 
words,  *  Provided  that  a  person  prosecuted  for 
an  offence  under  this  section  shall  not  be  con- 
victed on  the  evidence  of  one  witness  only.' '' — 
{Mr.  Walter  Long.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  have  two  justices. 
In  England  one  justice  could  convict. 
Would  it  not  be  fair  to  say,  **  a  person 
prosecuted  for  an  offence  under  this 
section  should  not  be  convicted  by  one 
ju8ti«e  only  '*  1 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) 
asked  whether,  in  this  case,  there  would 
be  an  appeal  to  the  quarter  sessions,  or 
whether  the  case  would  be  decided 
finally  by  the  magistrate. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  I  have  already 
said  I  am  prepared  to  consider  that. 


Mr.  MARSHALI.  HALL  pointed  out 
that  there  should  be  two  witnesses  as  to 
speed.  At  present  there  might  be  two 
witnesses,  but  only  one  could  speak  as  to 
speed. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  admitted  that 
there  must  be  two  witnesses  as  to  speed. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  his  next  Amend- 
ment was  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2  of 
Clause  1,  which  provided  that  any  con- 
stable might,  without  warrant,  arrest 
and  take  to  the  police  station  any  driver 
of  a  motor-car  who,  in  his  opinion,  had 
committed  an  offence  under  the  clause. 
That  was  a  pretty  serious  matter  when 
the  Bill  was  first  drafted,  it  was  much 
more  serious  now. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  pointed  out 
that  by  a  subsequent  Amendment  he 
proposed  to  move  this  subsection  into  its 
proper  place  in  Section  7,  so  that  it 
would  not  apply  to  Clause  1. 
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Mr.  DALZIEL  said  then  he  would 
xliscuss  his  Amendment  in  its  relation  to 
:the  Bill  as  drafted.  The  question  was 
whether  a  police  constable  should  have 
power  to  arrest  a  driver  of  a  motor-car 
when  he  thought  he  had  committed  an 
^£fence  under  this  sub-section.  It  was 
a  very  severe  sub-section.  He  thought 
it  was  only  reasonable  that  a  police 
nonstable  should  be  satisfied  with  the 
private  card  of  the  driver  and  the 
number  of  his  car,  by  which  he  could 
.always  be  identified,  and  that  then  he 
•should  be  summoned  in  the  ordinary  way. 
If  a  hansom-cab  driver  ran  his  cab  into 
.another  vehicle,  nine  times  out  of  ten  his 
number  was  taken  and  he  was  sum- 
moned in  the  ordinary  course,  whereas, 
in  this  case,  the  police  constable  had  a 
right  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  driver's 
card,  and  would  have  a  right  to  haul  him 
.off  to  the  police  station. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  Sub- 
eection  2.'^- (ifr.  Dalziel,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  pointed  out 
(that  the  sub-section  only  carried 
^ut  what  was  at  present  the  law 
that,  under  the  Highways  Act 
of  1835,  a  person  causing  an  accident 
could  be  arrested,  not  only  by  a  con- 
jitable  but  by  any  person. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  in  practice  arrests 
^ere  never  made.  What  he  argued  was 
-that,  in  regard  to  this  particular  Bill, 
"where  there  was. so  much  prejudice,  and 
•where  the  mind  of  the  policeman  was 
itbsolutely  poisoned  by  those  who  hated 
motors,  he  would  not  show  that  in- 
.dulgence  to  motorists  that  he  would 
show  to  the  driver  of  a  hansom  cab  or 
'butcher's  cart,  that  it  was  only  right 
<that  he  should  not  have  the  power  to 
itake  the  driver  to  the  station. 

Mr.  WALTER  LON  J  opposed  the 
Amendment,  stating  that  the  sub-section 
jiimply  set  out  the  present  law,  only  it 
rather  weakened  the  law  and  made  it 
more  favourable  to  the  motorist  Under 
^he  EUghways  Act  the  driver  of  a  hansom 


cab  or  a  butcher's  cart  might  be  ar- 
rested, not  by  a  constable  only,  but  by 
any  person,  if  it  was  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  publia  In  the  present 
case  it  was  not  in  the  least  likely  that 
the  power  of  arrest  would  ever  be  put 
in  force  except  in  cases  where  the  driver 
resists  the  authority  of  the  police,  or 
where  he  was  in  a  condition  which  made 
his  further  driving  dangerous  to  the 
public. 

SirFORTESCUE  FLANNERY  asked 
whether  they  were  not  engaged  in 
flogging  dead  horses.  If  all  that 
SulHsection  2  did  was  to  enact  what 
was  at  present  the  law,  it  only 
advertised  really  what  the  law  was,  and 
the  Government  had  nothing  to  gain 
by  it.  He  submitted,  under  the  circum- 
stances, that  they  might  delete  the  sub- 
section, and  leave  the  law  as  it  was  and 
not  unnecessarily  advertise  it. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  (Kent, 
Tunbridge)  said  the  case  was  even 
stronger  than  that  put  by  his  hon. 
frienc[  because,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  pointed  out,  this  sub-section 
weakened  the  law.  He  therefore  ap- 
pealed to  him  to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Major  JAMESON  supported  the 
Amendment.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  told  the  Committee  that  this 
clause  was  more  favourable  to  the 
motorists,  but  if  motorists  preferred  the 
law  as  it  stood,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  have  no  reason  to  retain  it. 
He  objected  to  the  clause  altogether. 
The  Bill  had  been  drawn  under  totally 
difi'erent  circumstances.  In  the  first 
place,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
told  them  that  the  introduction  of  the 
speed  limit  was  the  greatest  folly  that 
had  ever  been  committed.  He  now 
came  down  and  carried  a  speed  limit. 
No  criminal  could  be  found  who  had 
less  justice  shown  to  him  than  would  be 
shown  to  the  motorist  if  a  constable 
was  to  be  allowed  to  pounce  upon  him 
and  drag  him  off  to  durance  vile.  If 
this  Amendment  were  persisted  in  he 
should  support  it  in  the  Division  Lobbies. 

*Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  pointed  out 
that  he  had  down  an  Amendment 
dealing  with  the  case  of  the  man  who 
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refused  to  give  his  name  and  address 
and  whose  car  did  not  bear  marks  of 
identification,  and  he  thought  that 
would  best  meet  the  case. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  if  the  Govern- 
ment accepted  that  Amendment  he  was 
willing  to  withdraw  his  own. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  moved 
to  insert  after  **  constable  "  the  words  "  in 
uniform."  The  object  was  to  limit  the 
power  of  arrest  to  police-constables  in 
uniform.  If  a  man  in  civilian  clothes  was 
to  hold  up  his  hand  to  a  motorist  to  stop, 
how  was  the  motorist  to  know  that  he 
was  not  some  person  intent  on  a  practical 
joke  1  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  accept  this  Amendment  he 
would  be  putting  a  very  severe  disability 
on  motorists,  as  they  would  be  liable  to 
heavy  penalties  for  not  stopping, 
although  they  might  not  know  whether 
the  person  who  told  them  to  stop  was  a 
constable  or  not.  Tuey  might  commit 
the  offence  quite  in  ignorance. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  1,  line  12,  after  the  word  *  con- 
stable' to  insert  the  words  *  in  uniform."* — 
{Mr.  Griffith  Boscawen.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  hoped  the 
hon.  Member  would  not  press  the 
Amendment,  as  it  was  unnecessary.  If 
a  constable  in  plain  clothes  arrested  a 
motorist  he  would,  of  course,  give  proof 
that  he  was  a  constable.  It  was  quite 
Unreasonable  to  insist  that  he  should 
be  in  uniform. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  was  able 
to  say  from  a  wide  experience  extending 
over  many  \ears  that,  whether  one 
was  arrested  by  a  constable  in  uniform 
or  by  a  constable  in  plain  clothes,  the 
sensation  was  exactly  the  same. 

•  ♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  said  it 
was  a  question  of  stopping  the  car  at 
the  behest  of  anyone  who  might  be  a 
private  individual  and  not  a  constable 
even  in  disguise.  Were  motorists  to  be 
expected  to  do  that  Y 

VOL  CXXVn.   [Fourth  Series.] 


Mr.  NORMAN  said  he  should  like  to 
have  cleared  up  a  point  which  puzzled 
motorists.  Was  it  an  offence  for  a 
motorist  not  to  stop  when  he  was 
called  upon  to  do  80  by  a  man  not  in 
uniform  1 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY:  It  is  not  an 
offence. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  said 
that  as  the  object  of  his  Amendment 
was  to  prevent  the  stopping  of  motor- 
cars by  men  not  in  uniform  he  should 
not  press  it  now  that  it  was  laid  down 
that  only  a  constable  in  plain  clothes 
could  stop  a  car. 

*Mr.  SCOTT  .  MONTAGU:  If  a 
constable  is  not  in  uniform  how  can  we 
tell  him  from  a  private  individual  1 

Mr.  BAYLE  Y  said  they  had  just  passed 
an  Amendment  providing  it  should  be 
necessary  to  have  two  witnesses  in 
order  to  secure  a  conviction,  and  yet 
this  clause  would  enable  one  police- 
man in  private  clothes  to  arrest 
a  motorist.  He  hoped  the  Amendment 
would  be  pressed  so  that  only  uniformed 
persons  should  have  the  power  of  arrest. 

*Mr.  SCOTr-MONTAGU  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  press  the  Amendment,  as 
the  Attorney-General  had  assured  the 
Committee  that  no  policeman  could  stop 
a  motorist  unless  in  unform. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  agreed,  as  the  Govern- 
ment had  admitted  it  would  not  be  an 
offence  if  a  driver  ignorant  that  the 
person  who  hailed  him  was  a  constable, 
declined  to  stop. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  repeated 
that  he  would  withdraw  his  Amendment 
if  he  was  assured  that  a  person  who 
failed  to  stop  when  a  plain  clothes  con- 
stable held  up  his  hand  would  not  be 
guilty  of  an  offence. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  there  was 
no  doubt  whatever  on  that  point. 
Obviously  only  a  constable  in  uniform 
had  the  right  to  stop  and  arrest. 

Major  JAMESON  was  glad  of  that 
assurance,  for  only  on  Bank  Holiday  his 
motor  was  pulleJ  up  by  a  fellow  who 
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wanted  to  borrow  half-a-crown.  Nothing 
would  again  induce  him  to  stop  foF  a 
man  in  plain  clothes. 

♦The  chairman  pointed  out  that 
the  section  referred  not  to  stopping,  but 
to  arresting. 

Major  JAMESON  said  a  man  could 
not  be  arrested  until  he  had  been 
stopped. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  said 
that  in  view  of  the  statement  made  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  that  the 
constable  must  be  in  uniform  he  would 
not  press  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT- MONTAGU  formally 
moved  to  amend  Sub-section  2  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "view"  the 
words  '*  who  refuses  to  give  his  name 
and  address,  or  whose  motor-car  does  not 
bear  the  mark  or  marks  of  identification." 

Amendment  proposed — 

**In  page  1,  line  14,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words,  *who  refuses  to  give  his  name  and 
address,  or  whose  motor-oar  does  not  bear 
the  mark  or  marks  of  idenlification.' "—(ATr. 
Scott-Montagu.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  moved  to 
substitute  "or"  for  "and'*  in  line  17. 

Amendment  proposed — 

•*  In  page  1,  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  and '  and  insert  the  word  *  or.*  "—{Sir  Albert 
Rollit) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Major  JAMESON  moved  to  omit 
from  **Aot"  in  line  17  to  the  end  of 
the  clause.  He  thought  the  object  of 
the  Amendment  would  be  apparent  to 
everybody.  Under  the  clause  as  it 
stood  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
owner  of  a  motor-car  to  give  any 
information  within  his  power  to  lead 
to  the  identification  of  a  driver,  and 
failure  to  do  so  would  render  him  liable 
to  be  fined.  Anything  more  groasly 
unfair  was  never  put  into  an  Act  of 
Parliament.     It  was  seriously  proposed 

Major  Jameson, 


that  the  owner  should  act  the  spy  upon 
his  own  driver.  He  did  not  believe 
there  were  three  Members  of  the  Houte 
who  would  dream  of  doing  such  a  thing, 
and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  allow  these  words  to  be  deleted. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  17,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *Act,'  to  end  of  clause." — {Major 
Jameson  ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed   to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 

the  clause.'' 

Mr,  WALTER  LONG  pointed  out 
that  when  a  constable  had  taken  the 
number  of  a  car,  the  only  way  in  which 
the  name  of  the  owner  could  be 
ascertained  was  by  reference  to  the 
register.  In  the  meantime,  the  driver 
might  think  it  advisable  to  attempt 
to  evade  justice.  Surely  in  such  a  case 
the  owner  ought  to  be  called  upon  to 
give  what  assistance  he  could  to  find 
the  driver.  There  was  only  one  alterna- 
tive, and  that  was  to  make  the  owner 
liable  for  the  acts  of  the  driver.  He 
thought  the  better  course  was  to  call 
upon  the  owner  to  give  the  necessary 
information. 

Major  JAMESON  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  couki  conceive 
of  any  owner  coming  forward  to  give 
evidence  against  his  own  driver.  It 
was  a  grossly  unfair  provision. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLHUSEN  thought  it  rather 
hard  that  an  owner  should  be  liable  to 
imprisonment  for  the  offence  here 
provided  against,  and  in  order  to  elicit 
the  view  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
he  moved  to  insert  after  "Act,"  in  line 
22,  the  words,  "  and  shall  be  liable  on 
summary  conviction  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  JGIO." 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  1,  line  22.  after  the  word  *  Act,* 
to  insert  the  words,  'and  shall  be  liable  on 
summary  convictioa  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
ZlO:"--{Mr,  AUhusen.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  wordi 
be  there  inserted." 
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Mr.  WALTER  LONG  thought  the 
hon.  Member  hardly  appreciated  the 
gravity  of  the  Amendment.  Before  this 
penalty  cquld  be  inflicted  the  driver 
must  have  committed  an  o£fence  and 
have  refused  to  give  his  name  and 
address,  or  have  given  a  false  name  or  false 
address.  It  could  not  be  suggested  that  it 
was  not  a  serious  matter  for  a  driver  to 
be  guilty  of  such  conduct,  and  the  owner 
to  refuse  to  assist  in  his  identification. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  moved 
to  add  the  following  new  sulvsection  : — 
"  (4)  If  a  driver  of  a  motor-car  refuses  to 
stop  the  movement  of  the  engine  when 
the  motor-car  is  stationary  when  requested 
to  do  so  by  a  police  constable  or  by  any 
person  having  charge  of  any  horse  or 
mule,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence 
under  this  Act."  He  understood  that  the 
motorists  had  no  objection  to  the  Amend- 
ment provided  certain  words,  which  he 
was  willing  to  accept,  were  inserted. 

Atnendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  22,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
word**,  *  (4)  If  a  driver  of  a  motor-car  refoses  to 
stop  the  movement  of  the  engine  when  the 
motor-,car  is  stationary  when  requested  to  do 
80  liy  a  police  coostahl^  or  by  any  person 
having  charge  of  any  horse  or  mule,  he  shall  be 
gailty  of  an  offence  under  this  Act,'"— {Sir 
Frtderiek  Banbury). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  that 
if  the  Amendment  were  accepted  he 
desired  also  to  insert  the  words, 
after  the  word  "stationary,"  "for  more 
than  three  minutes,  except  when  detained 
by  reason  of  the  traffic." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  hoped  his  hon. 
friends  would  not  press  the  Amendment, 
either  in  its  oiiginal  or  in  its  amended 
form.  This  was  one  of  the  things  that 
ought  to  be  met  by  regulation.  Under 
the  Act  of  1896  the  I^cal  Government 
Board  had  power  to  frame  regulations, 
and  he  was  quite  prepared  to  frame  a 
regulation  dealing  with  this  subject  on 
the  lines  suggested  by  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  expressed  his  surprise 
at  the  action  of  the  President  of  the 
Local  Gk)vemment  Board.      He  thought 


the  right  hon.  Grentleman  hardly  realised 
the  effect  of  this  proposal.  It  simply 
meant  that  any  person  in  charge  of  a 
mule  might  stop  a  car  and  compel  the 
engine  to  be  turned  off. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  what 
he  had  undertaken  to  do  was  to  accept 
the  principle  of  the  proposal ;  he  would 
take  care  that  the  regulation  was  framed 
in  a  fair  and  reasonable  way. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  the  point  of  this 
proposal  was  that  if  a  motor-car  was 
standing  still,  and  the  engine  was  on,  a 
person  m  charge  of  a  mule  could  compel 
nim  to  turn  off  the  engine.  [An  Hon. 
Member:  Why  not?]  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  do  nothing 
so  foolish  as  to  accept  this  proposal  If  a 
driver  of  a  motor-car  saw  a  horse  in 
trouble  he  almost  invariably  slowed  down* 
It  would  be  very  unfair  that  a  person  in 
charge  of  a  mule  should  be  able  to  insist 
upon  a  man  stopping  his  engine. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  said 
the  hon.  Member  opposite  was  quite 
mistaken  in  thinking  that  this  was  not  a 

frievance  to  the  people  who  drove 
orses.  The  other  day  the  driver  of  a 
motor-car  standing  stationary  near  his 
horse  deliberately  refused  to  stop  his 
engine  until  a  police  constable  appeared, 
and  then  he  had  to  do  it.  If  his  right 
hon.  friend  would  give  an  assurance  that 
in  framing  regulations  this  danger  would 
be  guarded  against  he  shoula  be  very 
pleased  to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Mr.  NORMAN  said  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  was  quite 
right  in  his  contention.  If  a  man  held 
up  his  hand  the  motor-car  driver  was 
compelled  to  stop,  and  then  a  person  in 
charge  of  a  mule  could  compel  him  to 
stop  his  engine.  This  would  practically 
prevent  motor-cars  using  the  public  roads 
at  all. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  should  like  to 
point  out  two  of  the  weak  points  of  the 
clause  which  would  very  much  endanger 
the  usefulness  of  this  Sill.  In  the  first 
place  there  was  the  liability  which  they 
were  placing  upon  the  driver  of  the  car, 
and  secondly  there  was  the  question  of 
testing  the  speed.     Upon  this  point  a 
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reasonable  Amendment  had  been  proposed, 
and  if  it  had  been  accepted  it  would  have 
satisfied  many  hon.  Alembers  who  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  Bill  as  it  stood. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU,  in  moving 
the  Amendment  standing  in  his  name, 
asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if  he  had  any  idea  of  the  size 
of  the  numbers  to  be  adopted.  He 
thought  the  numbers  should  be  reason- 
ably conspicuous  but  not  disfiguring. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  ]>age  1,  line  26,  after  the  word  *num- 
l)er/  to  insert  the  words  *  not  exceeding  in  size 
seven  inches  in  lengtli  by  three  inches  in 
width. ' "—  {Mr.  Scott- MontagxL ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Mil.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  the 
size  of  the  numbers  would  have  to  be 
varied  somewhat  according  to  the  size  of 
the  cars,  and  it  was  very  undesirable  that 
any  words  in  the  Bill  should  fix  the  size. 
Tins  was  a  matter  which  could  be  best 
dealt  with  by  regulations. 

Major  JAMESON  said  he  hoped  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  give  them  some  idea  as  to  the  size 
of  these  numbers.  This  was  a  matter 
which  should  not  be  left  to  everybody  to 
decide,  and  some  definite  marks  should 
be  provided  for  in  the  Bill.  He  con- 
tended that  they  had  no  right  to  brand 
a  motor-car  like  a  convict,  and  make  it 
unsightly,  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  Government  should  give  them 
some  declaration  of  their  intention  upon 
this  point.  They  should  have  a  clearly 
defined  mark,  so  that«there  would  be  no 
more  of  this  shilly-shallyuig  which  had 
happened  upon  other  points. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  framing  his 
regulations,  would  take  care  that  the 
cars,  especially  those  for  town  use,  would 
not  be  disfigured  in  any  way. 

Mr.  COREIE  grant  (Warwickshire, 
Rugby) :  asked  if  it  was  intended  to  have 

Mr.  Dalziel. 


the  mark  on  the   front  and  the    back 
or  only  in  one  place. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  these  cars 
varied  immensely  in  size  and  shape  and 
weight.  Probably  in  some  cases  one  in 
front  and  one  at  the  back  would  be 
sufficient,  but  so  long  as  they  secured 
that  the  mark  was  conspicuous  that 
would  be  all  that  they  would  insist  upon. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  STANLEY  (Lanca- 
shire, Ormskirk)  moved  to  insert  the 
following  new  sub-section  : — "  In  any 
case  in  which  the  number  hereinbefore 
referred  to  is  made  use  of  for  the  purpose 
of  a  prosecution,  the  prosecutor  or  in- 
formant shall  by  evidence  prove  that  all 
possible  means  had  been  taken  at  the 
time  that  the  alleged  offence  was  com- 
mitted to  notify  to  the  person  so  prose- 
cuted that  he  was  required  to  stop;  in 
default  of  which,  any  person  or  persons 
instituting  a  prosecution  or  laying  the 
information  under  the  Acts  aforesaid, 
shall  pay  any  costs  and  expenses  incurred 
by  the  person  so  prosecuted."  He  said 
the  reasons  for  the  Amendment  were 
obvious.  As  the  law  at  present  stood,  it 
would  be  possible  for  anyone  walking 
along  the  road  to  institute  proceedings 
under  this  Act  against  a  motorist.  That 
alleged  contravention  might  take  place  at 
Barnet,  and  the  summons  might  not  reach 
him  until  he  reached  Carlisle  some  days 
later.  The  person  prosecuted  would  not 
have  any  means  of  ascertaining  on  which 
part  of  the  road  the  offence  was  committed, 
and  would  be  precluded  from  calling  wit- 
nesses— in  fact,  would  be  able  to  offer  no 
defence  whatever.  It  would  be  only  fair 
that  those  who  intended  to  prosecute 
under  the  Act  should  at  least  take  all 
reasonable  means  of  informing  the  men 
they  intended  to  prosecute. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pace  1,  line  30,  after  the  word  *Act' 
to  insert  the  words  '  In  any  case  in  which  the 
number  hereinbefore  referred  to  is  made  use  of 
for  the  purpose  ot  a  prosecation,  the  proeecutor 
or  Informant  shall  by  evidence  prove  that  all 
possible  means  had  been  taken  at  the  time  that 
the  alleged  offence  was  committed  to  notify  to 
the  person  f(o  prosecuted  that  he  was  required 
to  stop.  In  aefault  of  which,  any  person  or 
persons  instituting  a  prosecution  or  layins  the 
information  under  the  Acts  aforesaid,  shaU  pay 
any  costs  and  expenses  incurred  by  the  person 
so  prosecuted.'  "—{Mr.  Arthur  Stanley,) 
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Mr.  WALTER  LONG  hoped  his  hon. 
friend  would  not  press  the  Amendment. 
To  introduce  at  this  sta^e  an  Amendment 
so  important,  which  had  not  appeared  on 
the  raper,  would  be  a  dangerous  step. 
He  assured  his  hon.  friend  that  he  would 
consider  the  Amendment  before  Report. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  2,  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  word 
•  five,'  and  insert  the  word  *  twenty."*— (3/r. 
Brigg.) 


Question   proposed,    "That  the 
'  five '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 
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Mr.  WALTER  LONG  accepted  the 
Amendment,  but  a  division  was  chal- 
lenged by  a  number  of  hon.  Members. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  22  ; 
Noes,  135.     (Division  List  No.  244). 


Allhusen^AugustusH'n'yEden 
Balf oar, Kenneth  K.  {Christch, 
Boscawen,  Arthur  GriflBth- 
Craig,CharleB  Curti8(  A  ntrim,S 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Foster,PhUipS.(  ^FarMrtc^•,5.  W 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Georffe 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S 


AYES. 

Londsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lucas,  Reg'ld  J.  {Portsmouth) 
Montagu  G.  {Huntitigdon) 
Montagu,  Hon. J.Scott  {Hant^ 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
O'Connor,  James  ( WickloWy  IF. 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Kigg,  Richard 
Ro^rtB,  John  Bryn  {Eifion) 


Seely,  Charles  Hilton  {Lincoln 
Sinclair,  Louis  {Romford) 
Stfinley  jBon  ATth\ir{0nn8kirk 
Thomp6on,DrEC(3fo/wi^A'n,i\r 


Tellers  for  the  Aye 
Mr.   Dalziel  and    Major 
Jameson. 


Agg- Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Ajoson,  Sir  William  ReyneU 
Arkwriffhi,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster.  Hugh  O. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.AJ.(ilf ancA'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  {Leeds 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bigwood,  James 
BlundeD,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond,  Edward 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brigg,  John 

Brodrick.  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,J.H.M(Z)u&^m  Univ 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Su*  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.W,(/>6r6y*Air« 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  {Birm. 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hn.  J.  A(  Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hn.  Thos  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Compton,  Lurd  Alwyne 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  {Glasgow 
Corbett,  T.  L  r{lJonm,  North, 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Croesley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Delany,  William 
Dicksun,  Charles  Scott 
Diaraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 


NOES. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Darning- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hn.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
FeIlowes,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergu  Ason,Rt.  HnSir J.  {Man&r 
Field  en,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
•Gardner,  Ernest 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonderry ^  S.) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Grant,  Corrie 

Greene,  Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury 
Greene, W.  ¥Aymond-{Cambs. 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hamilton,RtHn.  Lord  G{Midd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Henderson,  Arthur  {Durham) 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Horniman,  Frederick  9^ohn 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  William  {Camarvonsh. 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Col.  George 
Ken  yon,  Hon.Geo.T. {Denbigh 
Keswick,  William 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Law,An<lrcwBoiiar  {Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  {Liverpool 
Law8on,JohnGrant(  Yorks,NB 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall 


Lee,  ArthurH.  {EantsFareham 
I^gge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Wa,\ter{Bristol,S. 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M' Arthur,  William  (Corwtm// 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Moss,  Samuel 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray ,  RtHnA.  Graham(  B/<<c 
Nicols^^n,  William  Graham 
Nolan,  Col.  John  ^.{GalwayX. 
O'Brien,  Patrick  {Kilkenny) 
O'Kelly,  Jame8(-Bo«cowwioH,  N, 
Pease,HerbertPike(Z)a?'/t«<7<  n 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plnmmer,  Walter  B. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jonee,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ren  wick,  George 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  {Hackney 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Scott,  Sir  S.iMaryleoone,  W. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw  Stewart,  M.B. {Renfrew 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Smith,  Jaiues  Parker  (La/mr^ 
Spear,  John  Ward 
SUnley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Sullivan,  Donal 
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Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chicheattr) 
Talbot,RtHn.J.G(Oic/rft^mi; 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Valentia,  Viscoiint 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Wall  ond,Rt.  Hn.  SirWiUiam  H 

Word  *  twenty '  inserted. 


{COMMONS} 

Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Weir,  James  Gallowav 
Welby,Sir  Charles  G.  E,  {NotU 
White,  Luke  (Torh  B.  R.) 
Whiteley,  KiAshtan  und  Lyne 
Wortley ,  Rt  Hod.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 


Bill 


408 


Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
8ir  Alexander  Acland  - 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstnitber. 


Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIE  said  he  moved 
this  Amendment  to  prevent  injustice 
being  done  to  a  driver  in  the  case,  for 
instance,  of  his  registered  mark  being 
obscured  in  a  snowstorm. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  2,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  way  *  to 
insert  the  word  *  wilfully.' " — {Mr,  Louis  Sin- 
clair.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'wilfully'  be  there  inserted  in  the  clause.* 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  opposed  the 
Amendment,  and  insisted  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  driver  to  keep  the  means  of 
identification  legible. 

Major  JAMESON  said  that  if  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
wanted  to  deal  fairly  with  everyone,  as 
he  said  he  would,  he  ought  to  accept  this 
Amendment. 

Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  said  he 
hoped  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  would  not  give  way  on  this  point. 
He  thought  it  would  be  •xtremely 
dangerous  to  tamper  in  any  way  with 
the  identification  clause.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  insertion  of  the  word  "  wil- 
fully "  would  relieve  the  motorist  from 
the  responsibility  of  keeping  his  number 
clean  and  legible.  Even  if  a  motorist 
were  driving  along  a  muddy  road,  it 
should  be  his  duty  to  stop  and  dear  his 
number  if  it  were  rendered  illegible. 

•  Mr.  ARTHUR  STANLEY  said  that  a 
motorist  should  not  be  liable  to  a  'fine  if 
the  identification  mark  was  obscured 
by  causes  beyond  his  control. 

I  Mr.  SEELY  said  the  Committee 
ought  to  be  very  careful  not  to  render 
a  man  liable  to  conviction  unless  he  had 
committed  an  offence  wilfully  although 
perhaps  wilfully  was  npt  a  proper  word. 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  was 
very  anxious  that  nothing  should  be 
allowed  to  interfere  with  the  number 
being  distinguishable.  At  the  same  time, 
there  was  a  possibility  of  grave  injustice 
being  done,  aud  therefore  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  would  move  certain  words 
to  meet  such  a  case. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  he  would 
suggest  that  the  following  words  be 
added — 

"  Unless  he  proves  that  the  mark  had  been 
obscured  or  rendered  not  easily  distingaishable 
by  unavoidable  causes  arising  from  natural 
conditions  over  which  he  had  no  control,'* 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  said  he  would 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 
He  hoped,  however,  that  an  Amendment 
would  be  inserted  to  cover  the  case  of  a 
lamp  displaying  the  number  being  broken 
through  no  fault  of  the  motorist. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  2,  line  8,  to  insert  the  words, 
'unless  he  proves  that  the  mark  had  been 
obscured  or  rendered  not  easily  distingnishable 
by  unavoidable  causes  arising  from  natural 
conditions  over  which  he  had  no  control." — [Sir 
Bobert  Finlay,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Claune  2,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  sitting  was  suspended. 

On  the  return  of  the  Chairman — 

Clause  3. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  moved  to 
insert,  after  the  first  word  "  licensed,"  the 
words  "after  an  examination  conducted 
by  experts  appointed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board."  He  said  he  had 
placed  this  Amendment  on  the  Paper  in 
order  to  meet  the  view  generally  expressed 
by  the  House,  and  more  or  less  agreed  to 
by  the  Government,  that  the  licence 
should  not  be  similar  to  a  gun  licence,  but 
should  be  a    certificate  of    proficiency. 
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That  being  so,  he  thought  it  would  bo 
better  that  these  certi^cates  should  be 
granted  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
authorities  rather  than  by  each  separate 
CJounty  Council. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  15,  after  the  word '  liceniKxl ' 
to  insert  the  words  'after  an  examination 
conducted  by  experts  appointed  by  the  I^ocal 
Government  Board.'" — {Mr.  Scott  Montagti.) 

Question  proposed,  **That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.'* 

The  secretary  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Grant 
Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk)  said  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult  for  the  central 
Department  to  appoint  experts  to  conduct 
examinations  all  over  the  country.  Such 
a  plan,  even  if  it  could  be  carried  into  effect, 
would  be,  he  thought,  very  unsatisfactory. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT  -  MONTAGU  asked 
whether  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  undertake  to  ensure  that  on  the 
authority  appointed  by  the  County  Coun- 
cil there  should  be  a  fair  representation 
of  automobilists,  so  that  the  matter  would 
be  dealt  with  by  persons  really  familiar 
with  the  subject. 

Mr.  grant  lawson  thought  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult  for  the  Local 
Government  Boara  to  arrange  the  consti- 
tution of  the  County  Councils  all  over  the 
country. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  that  this  proposal 
raised  a  very  difficult  question,  and  it 
was  doubtful  whether  the  adoption  of  the 
Amendment  would  secure  the  object  the 
Committee  generally  had  in  view — viz., 
that  no  person  should  have  charge  of  a 
car  unless  he  thoroughlv  understood  its 
mechanism  and  was  qualified  to  drive  it. 
The  Committee  ought  to  have  some  idea 
of  the  kind  of  test  that  was  to  be  applied. 
It  would  not  be  sufficient  for  an  official  or 
a  member  of  the  County  Council  to  go  for 
a  ride,  and  then,  because  the  driver 
brought  him  back  without  an  accident, 
to  grant  a  licence.  The  best  drivers 
were  generally  the  most  dangerous  men 
on  the  road,  because  they  would  take 
risks  that  less  experienced  drivels  would 
avoid.  He  would  prefer  the  Ijocal 
(Jovemment  Board  to  the  officials  of 
County  Councils  in  this  matter;  they 
were  less  likely  to  be  prejudiced. 


Mr.  grant  lawson  suggested 
that  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member 
would  be  more  applicable  to  an  Amend- 
ment lower  on  the  Paper  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  regretted  the 
absence  of  the  President  of  the  Locsl 
(government  Board,  as  this  was  a  very 
important  Amendment,  and  the  public 
were  entitled  to  know  whether,  when  a 
man  produced  a  licence,  it  might  be 
taken  for  wanted  that  he  was  qualified 
to  drive.  The  Amendment  referred  to  by 
the  Parliamentary  Secretary  would  not  at 
all  meet  the  case.  How  was  a  man  to  learn 
to  drive  a  car  unless  he  was  given  a  licence? 
If  it  was  to  be  laid  down  that  an  appli- 
cant must  satisfy  the  County  Council  as  to 
his  qualifications,  a  Court  of  experts 
would  have  to  be  established.  What  was 
to  bo  the  test  1  The  Local  Government 
Board  ought  not  to  shirk  their  responsi- 
bilities in  this  matter.  He  thought  the 
Bill  was  better  without  this  Amendment. 
The  licence  should  be  the  same  as  a  gun 
licence  in  the  sense  that  it  was  not  a 
ceitificate  of  proficiency.  It  was  surely 
as  dangerous  to  carry  a  gun  as  to  drive  a 
motor-car. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  STANLEY  asked  how 
a  driver  was  to  learn  in  order  to  get  a 
licence.  Another  point  was  whether,  if 
a  man  obtained  a  licence  to  drive  a  small 
car,  that  licence  would  entitle  him  to 
drive  a  larger  car. 

♦Mr.  pike  pease  (Dariington)  said 
he  was  told  by  motorists  that  in  the 
matter  of  driving  there  was  as  much 
difference  between  one  kind  of  car  and 
another  as  between  a  donkey  and  a  four- 
in  hand.  It  was  therefore  a  somewhat 
important  point  whether  a  man  who 
obtained  a  licence  for  a  simple  car  would 
be  allowed  to  drive  a  more  difficult  one. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  asked  how,  if  a  licence 
was  not  to  be  given  until  a  test  had  been 
passed,  a  man  was  to  qualify  to  pass  that 
test. 

Mr.  MURRAY  instanced  the  case  of  a 
man  who  had  learnt  to  drive  a  motor- 
bicycle  round  a  yard.  Would  he  be 
passed  as  qualified  tfi,  drive  a  powerful 
car  1 
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Mr,  WALTER  LONG  asked  how 
was  a  beginner  to  learn  to  drive  ?  Was  a 
man  not  to  be  allowed  to  drive  a  motor- 
bicycle  unless  he  had  proved  himself 
capable  of  driving  a  motor-car.  There 
were  many  different  kinds  of  cars,  and 
although  a  man  might  be  proficient  in 
driving  one  sort  of  car,  he  might  not  be 
proficient  in  driving  another  sort  of  car. 
He  suggested  that  it  would  be  much 
better  to  discuss  this  point  upon  the 
Amendment  which  stood  in  his  name. 
When  they  reached  that  Amendment  he 
should  be  prepared  to  say  what  procedure 
he  proposed,  and  his  statement  would 
cover  the  questions  raised  by  several 
hon.  Members  upon  this  point. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby)  did  not  think  it  was  sufficient  to 
have  the  vehicles  numbered.  He  sub- 
mitted that  when  a  motor-car  rushed 
past  and  an  accident  occurred  they  would 
not  be  able  to  get  the  number.  If  they 
could  see  the  driver's  face  distinctly  so  as 
to  be  able  to  identify  him  afterwards  that 
would  be  better  than  all  the  numbers 
with  which  they  could  mark  a  vehicle. 
If  his  Amendment  were  carried,  no  doubt 
some  covering  for  the  face  would  be 
devised  which  would  not  conceal  the 
features. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pace  2,  line  17,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words — *  No  p«r8on  shall  drive  a  motor-car  on 
a  public  highway  with  his  face  so  concealed 
as  not  to  be  reasonably  identified.'" — {Mr. 
Lawrence,) 

Question  proposed  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  many 
people  went  to  the  Derby  with  their  faces 
so  concealed  that  it  was  impossible  to 
recognize  them.  But  was  the  recognition 
of  the  countenance  in  the  least  likely  to 
be  a  useful  means  of  finding  out  who  the 
car  belonged  to  ?  The  object  of  the  Bill 
was  not  to  secure  identification  of  the 
individual,  but  to  indentify  the  car  itself, 
and  having  got  that  what  did  it  matter 
about  identification  by  the  face. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  ap- 
pealed to  his  hon.  friend  to  withdraw  this 
ridiculous    Amendment.      If    his    hon. 


friend  had  had  any  experience  of  passing 
through  the  air,  even  on  a  bicycle,  he 
would  find  that  the  current  of  air  agidnst 
the  face  frequently  caused  watering  of  the 
eyes  and  necessitated  the  wearing  of 
goggles. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  borough,* 
to  insert  the  words '  or  in  the  British  Dominions 
beyond  the  seas  or  in  any  foreign  country.' " — 
{Mr.  Murray.) 

Question  proposed — "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  thought 
a  foreigner  would  be  entitled  to  apply  for 
a  licence,  but  he  would  make  inquiries, 
'  and  if  there  was  any  doubt  about  it  he 
would  have  words  inserted  on  the  Report 
stage  to  meet  the  case.  He  did  not 
want  to  restrict  the  number  of  people 
obtaining  licences,  but,  pimd  facte  a 
person  ought  to  get  his  licence  in  the 
county  in  which  he  lived. 

Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  said  that,  under 
the  statute,  residence  meant  the  occupa- 
tion of  any  property  with  an  intention  to 
go  from  and  return  to  it.  It  was  not  a 
question  of  domicile. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  thought  they 
ought  to  allow  a  Frenchman  to  come  to 
this  country  and  get  a  licence  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  was 
already  provided  for.  Provision  was 
made  in  the  preceding  clause  for  reason- 
able facilities  with  regard  to  the  taking 
out  of  car  licences. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  2,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*one  shiliini?,'  and  insert  the  words  *five 
shillings.'  ''—{Mr.  Walter  Long.) 

Questien  proposed — "That  the  words 
one  shilling    stand  part  of  the  clause." 

*Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  that  this 
was  really  in  the  nature  of  an  annual 
tax.  He  suggested  that  motor-cyclists 
should  pay  a  reduced  fee  of  2s.  6d.  or  Is. 
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for  a  licence,  inasmuch  as  motor-bicyclists 
were,  as  a  rule,  men  of  very  moderate 
means. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  could  not 
give  way  on  this  point.  There  was  a 
very  great  distinction  between  motor  and 
ordinary  bicycles.  They  cost  much  more, 
for  one  thing.  He  was  informed  that  a 
motor-bicycle  worth  having  could  not  be 
bought  for  much  less  than  £40  or  £50. 
[An  Hon.  Member:  £28.]  He  did  not 
think  a  charge  of  5s.  was  excessive, 
especially  as  motor-cars  made  no  separate 
contribution  of  their  own  towards  the 
local  cost  of  the  roads. 

Mr.  SEELY  pointed  out  that  motor- 
cycles had  to  pay  an  Inland  Revenue  tax 
of  two  guineas  like  other  motors,  and 
he  suggested  that  if  this  fee  of  58.  was 
put  on,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
use  his  influence  to  obtain  the  reduction 
of  the  tax  to  a  more  reasonable  figure. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  hoped 
his  right  hon.  friend  would  not  give  way. 
This  registration  fee  would  go  some  way 
towards  recouping  County  Councils  for 
their  expenditure  under  the  Act. 


♦Mr.   SCOTT-MONTAGU 
motor-cycles  now   paid   taxes 


said  that 
as  motor- 
ears  and  carriages,  and  paid  more  than  a 
dog-cart.  It  was  now  proposed  that  they 
should  pay  5s.  in  addition  to  the  annual 
tax. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  it  was  per- 
fectly  true  that  the  Inland  Revenue 
charge  on  motor-cycles  was  higher  than 
that  on  dog-carts,  but  he  contended  that 
the  motor-cycle,  in  respect  of  the 
distance  that  could  be  covered,  was 
equivalent  at  least  to  a  dog-cart  and  two 
horses. 


Mr.  ALLHUSEN  said  that  motor- 
cycles were  beginning  to  be  used  by 
artisans  who  purchased  them  on  the 
hire  system,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  too  much  to  add  5s.  to  the  two 
guinea  tax  now  paid^  especially  seeing 
that  other  vehicles  used  for  trade 
purposes  were  not  taxed  at  all* 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  there  was  no 
grumbling  about  the  proposal  to  charge 
Is.,  but  if  in  addition  to  the  two  guineas 
already  paid  there  was  a  charge  of  5s. 
there  would  be  serious  complaints. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  said  if  they 
charged  two  guineas  on  motor-cycles 
they  really  precluded  the  artisan  from 
using  them.  Surely  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  did  not 
pat  forward  the  argument  seriously  that 
a  motor-cycle  was  equivalent  to  a  dog- 
cart and  two  horses.  An  artisan  could 
not  use  a  dog-cart  to  bring  him  to  his 
work,  but  he  could  use  a  motor-cycle. 
He  appealed  to  his  right  hon.  friend 
to  reduce  the  charge  from  two  guineas 
to  15s.,  which  was  as  much  as  working 
men  could  afford  to  pay. 

Mr.  SEELY  said  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  gave  away  his 
own  case  by  the  illustration  of  the  dog- 
cart. A  motor-cycle  cost  £40,  but  a 
dog-cart  and  two  horses  cost  £150,  and 
the  expense  of  keeping  them  up  would 
be  three  or  four  times  as  much. 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,    23  ; 
Noes,  89.     (Division  List  No.  245.) 


Allhusen,  Aug.  Heniy  Eden 
Balfoar,  Kenneth  R.  \Christch 
Boscawen,  Artliur  Griffith 
Craig,  Chas.  CnrtiB  {Antrim's. 
Dabnel,  James  Henry 
Foeter,  P.  S.  {Warwick,  S*W, 
Griffith,  Ellia  J. 
Harmswortb,  R.  Leicester 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 


Agp:-Gardner.  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwrin^ht^  John  Stanhope 


AYES. 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lucas,  Reg*ld  J.  {Portsmouth) 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
Montagu,  (1.  {HntUinydon) 
Montagu,  Hon.  J .  Scott  ( Hants. 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicldow,  F.) 

NOES. 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 


Pease,  H.  Pike  {Darlington) 
Risg,  Richard 
Ro^rts,  John  Bryn  {FAfion) 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  {Lincoiln\ 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirl^ 

Trllbrs  for  thk  Ayes— 
Mr.  Charles  Murray  and 
Mr. 'Louis  Sinclair. 


Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Luds 
Banhu^,  Sir  Frederick  George 
BlundeU,  Colonel  Henry 
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Brigg,  John 
Bull,  William  Jamee 
Caldwell.  James 
Campbell,  J.HM.  {Dublin  Univ, 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  {Derhysh.) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  {hirm 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J  A  ( Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Delany,  Willhun 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Aker^i 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrenoe  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Doug'as 
Fellowet,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergu8son,Rt.Hn.  SirJ  (A/awcV 
Pinch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Pinlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 

Words  inserted. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa«e  2,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  one  shilling '  and  insert  the  words  '  five  shil- 
lings.'"—(^r.  Walter  Long,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  23,  after  the  last  Amend- 
ment to  insert  the  words  *  and  who  (if  he  has 
not  already  held  a  licence)  shows  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Council  that  he  is  competent  to 
drive  a  motor-car.*  **—{Mr,  Walter  Long, ) 


{COMMONS} 

Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonderry y  5.) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Grant,  Corrie 

Hamilton,  Rt  Hn  lA.O.{M%dz 
Henderson,  Arthur  {Durham) 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jone8,'WiUiam(  Camarvonskire 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wm.  V.^verpool 
Lawson,JohnGrant(  YorksrN.R 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  {Bristol,  S 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Moss,  Samuel 

Murray  Rt  Hn.  AGraham(5t/^) 
O'Brien.  P.  J.  {Tipperary,  N,) 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Georsre 
Pryce-Joneg,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
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Purvis,  Hubert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Thomson 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Eaye 
Samuel,  Herbt.  L.  (Cleveland) 
Shiprasn,  Dr.  John  G. 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  {Strand) 
Spear  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
ToXhot.RtnnJ. G{0.rfordUn{r. 
Thomp8on,DrEC(3/o«<r<7A'«,A^ 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  £.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Yalentia,  Yisconnt 
Walker,   CoL   William  Hall 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (Yorh,  E,  R.) 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstmther. 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 


^  That  those  words 


♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  he 
wished  to  suggest  to  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  that  he  should 
add  a  proviso  which  would  read :  "  But, 
nevertheless,  any  person  may  drive  a 
motor-car  for  the  purpose  of  learning  to 
drive,  if  accompanied  by  a  properly  certi- 
ficated person.'  How  otherwise  was  any- 
one to  learn  how  to  drive. 

Mr.  REMNANT  said  he  would  add  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
New  Forest  the  words  "  on  roads  to  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  Council." 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  said  he 
hoped  that  his  hon.  friend  would  with- 
draw the  Amendment. 


Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  said  he 
also  hoped  that  his  hon.  friend  would  not 
press  his  Amendment.  The  possession  of 
a  licence  would  be  the  guarantee  of  the 
competence  of  the  driver.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers should  remember  that  cars  differed 
enormously ;  and  that  a  man  who  could 
drive  one  class  of  car  could  not  drive 
another.  Yet  imder  this  clause  any 
man  would  be  able  to  get  a  certificate 
enabling  him  to  drive  any  class  of  car. 
That  was  perfectly  absurd ;  and  the  test 
proposed  was  not  of  the  slightest  advan- 
tage. 


Major^JAMESON  said  he  hoped  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
would  be  able  to  accept  an  Amendment 
of  the  natiire  proposed. 


Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  said 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  knew  that  there 
were  officials  of  Scotland  Yard  whose 
duty  it  was  to  test  the  skill  of  every 
applicant  for  a  licence  to  drive  a  cab  or 
an  omnibus.  That  being  the  case,  he 
thought  a  similar  condition  should  be 
inserted  in  connection  with  drivers  of 
motor-cars.  He  quite  recognised  the 
diflSculty  which  had  been  pointed  out, 
that  there  was  no  proper  training  ground ; 
but  a  novice  could  be  trained  not  only  on 
private  ground  but  also  on  ground  selected 
by  a  County  Council  for  that  purpose. 
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Mr.  MURRAY  asked  if  the  owner  of 
a  motor-bicycle  who  bad  also  a  motor-car 
would  be  required  to  take  out  two 
licenses. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  replied  in  the 
negative. 

Sir  CHARLES  RENSHAW  said  that 
where  there  were  only  fifty  or  a  hundred 
motor-cars  in  a  county,  it  would  be  un- 
fair to  require  the  County  Council  to 
appoint  particular  officials  for  the  purpose 
of  supervising  them. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  be  was 
quite  prepared  to  leave  the  Amendment 
an    open   question    to    be    accepted  or 


rejected    by    the    Committee,    as    they 
thought  fit. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  said  that  it 
was  desirable  that  the  Committee  should 
understand  what  the  Amendment  meant. 
They  were  asking  the  County  Councils 
to  test  the  ability  of  drivers  of  motor- 
cars. [Several  Hon.  Members  :  Divide, 
Divide.] 

♦TiiK  CHAIRMAN :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  either  to  continue  or  to  dis- 
continue his  speech. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  51 ; 
Noes,  74.    (Division  List  No.  246.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Balfour,  RtHnGeraldW.  {Leeds 
Brigg,  John 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Barke,  E.  Hariland 
Caldwell,  James 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Compton.  Lord  Alwyne 
Corwtt,  A.  Cameron  {Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
CroBsley,  Sir  Savile 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
EHbank,  MasU^r  of 
Fergrii8son,Rt  Hn.Sir  ZAMarCr 
IleldeD,  Ednnard  Brocklehnrst 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Hardner,  Ernest 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 


AYES. 

Qrant,  Corrie 

Griffith.  Ellis  J. 

Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 

Henderson,  Arthur  {Durham) 

Horniman,  Frederick  John 

Jaooby,  James  Alfretl 

Jone8,William(Carjwin?oiwAtr« 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 

KUbride,  Denis 

Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall) 

Lon^Rt.  Hn.  Walter(^rw/o/,5 

Ma^eagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Arthur,  William (Cor/«m^) 

Moss,  Samuel 

Murphy,  John 

O'Brien.  P.  J.  {Tipj^erary^N.) 

O'Connor,  Jae.  (WicHow,  W.) 

Tetoj,  Earl 


Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Rickettj  J.  Compton 
Riffg,  Richard 
RoMrts,  John  Bryn  {Eifion) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
BoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Shiproan,  Dr.  John  G. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.G.(Oa/rft//tty 
Toulmin,  George 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  {York,  K  R.) 

Tellers  roR  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Fortescue  Flannery 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Bayley. 


Aoland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Allhusen,  Aug  Henry  Eden 
Anstmther,  H.  T. 
Arkwrif^ht,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  {Chistrh. ) 
Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bull,  WOliam  James 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  {Derbvshit  e 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hn.  J.  {Binn. 
Cliaraberlain,RtHn.  J.A.(  Jforc 
Chapman,  Edward 
Craig,Charle8Curti8(yl  n<W»/i,5 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dahuel,  James  Henry 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Disraeli,  Coninirsby  Ralph 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
F^owea,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Pinch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Flower,  Ernest 


NOES. 

Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhilipS(  Warwick,S.  W, 
Godson,  Sir  Auinistus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonderry,  i^.) 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  EustJi^i 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  P.  {Liverpool 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneasre 
Leveson-Gower,  Fredk.  N.  S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lucas,  Reg*ld  J.  {Portsmouth) 
Maodona,  John  Cnnmiing 
Montagu,  G.  {Huntingdon) 
Montagu,Hon.  J.  Scott(^an^«. ) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Murray,RtHnAGraham(J?M^e 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 


Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Remnant,  James  Farquhar^OL 
Renwick,  George 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Samuel,  Herbert  \j.{Cleveland) 
Sandys,Lieut.  -Col.Thos.  Mylei 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  {Lincoln 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford^ 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  {Strands 
Stanley,  Hn.  A.ri\i\xT{Oi'mskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes,) 
Thompson,DrEC(J)fo/ia4/A*n,iV 
Tomlinaon,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,   Col.   William   Hall 
Whiteley,H(yl«A<o»  und.  Lyne 
Wylie,  Alexander 

TELLER.S  FOR   THE  NOES— 

Sir    Frederick    Banbury 
and  Sir  Charles  Renshaw. 
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Amendments  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'section,'  and  insert  the  word  *Act.'  " — {Mr, 
Walter  Long.) 

"  In  page  2,  line  29,  to  leave  out  from  begin- 
ning, to  end  of  lineSl."— (Jfr.  Walter  Long,) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

"In  page  2,  line  82,  after  the  word 
*  produced/  to  insert  the  words  *  by  any 
person  driving  a  motor-car.*  *' — (Mr,  Murray,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Major  JAMESON  thought  that  when  a 
constable  demanded  to  see  a  licence  he 
should  be  in  uniform,  otherwise  a  motorist 
would  not  know  whether  he  had  authority 
or  not.  He  was  not  afraid  of  men 
masquerading  in  uniform.  He  begged  to 
move. 


Amendment  proposed — 

•* In  page  2,  line  33,  after  the  word  'con- 
stable, to  insert  the  words  *  in  uniform.' " — 
{Major  Jameson. ) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 


'  That  those  words 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  this 
was  precisely  the  same  point  as  the  Com- 
mittee had  discussed  earlier  in  the  evening. 
He  hoped  the  decision  then  arrived  at 
would  be  adhered  to. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  33,  after  the  word  *  con- 
stable,'^ to  insert  the  words  *  or,  in  the  event  of 
the  licence  not  bemg  in  the  possession  of  the 
person  at  the  moment  of  demand,  he  shall  give 
the  constable  his  name  and  address.'"— (^r. 
Philip  Foster.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  insert^oi." 

*Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  asked 
whether  under  this  Amendment  if  a  man 
were  summoned  ior  an  offence  in  the 
North  of  England,  and  had  his  licence 
locked  up  in  the  South  of  England,  he 
would  be  liable  to  a  fine  for  not  producing 
iti 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  if  the 
licence  was  produced  within  a  reasonable 
period  it  would  be  an  answer  to  the 
charge.  It  would  be  on  the  same  basis 
as  a  gun  licence  in  that  respect. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLHUSEN  moved  an  Amend- 
ment providing  that  "  any  person  who  has 
been  or  shall  be  convicted  of  an  oflTence  of 
which  drunkenness  forma  part  shall  be 
disqualified  for  obtaining  a  licence  for  a 
period  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  such 
conviction,  and  any  licence  which  he  held 
at  the  date  of  such  conviction  shall  bo 
cancelled  by  such  conviction."  He  thought 
it  necessary  that  some  such  provision 
should  be  inserted  for  the  protection  both 
of  the  public  and  of  the  owners  of  motor- 
cars. Everybody  interested  in  the  in- 
dustry would  desire  that  the  ranks  of  the 
drivers  should  be  purged  of  men  addicted 
to  drink,  and  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  able  to  accept  at  any 
rate  the  principle  of  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 


Question  proposed 
be  there  inserted." 


"  In  page  2,  line  33,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words,  *A^y  person  who  lias  been  or  shall  bo 
convicted  of  an  offence  of  which  drunkenness 
forms  part  uhall  be  disqualified  for  obtaining  a 
licence  for  a  period  of  one  year  from  the  date 
That  those  words  '  of  conviction,  and  any  licence  which  he  held  at 
,  the  date  of  such  conviction  shall  be  cancelled 
by  such  conviction.' " — {Mr,  Allhttsen,) 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG   said  he  pro- 1      Question  proposed, 
posed  to  deal  with  the  point  by  regulation,    be  there  inserted." 


'  That  those  words 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  2,  line  33.  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *  If  any  person  .fails  so  to  produce  his 
licence  be  shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction 
in  respect  of  each  offence  to  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing £6.'''— {Mr.  Walter  Long.) 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  hoped  his  hon. 

friend  would  not  press  the  Amendment. 

If  a  motor-car  driver  were   guilty  of  an 

offence  to  which  drunkenness  contributed 

he  would,  of  course,  come  under  the  first 

and  subsequent  sections  of  the  Act.     He 

j  would  be  rather  hard  on  a  man  to  prevent 

I  him  driving  altogether  if  he  were  found 

i  drunk  on  one  occasion. 
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Major  JAMESON  thought  this  the 
most  objectionable  Amendment  he  had 
ever  heard  of.  The  Habitual  Drunkards 
Act  was  not  in  it  with  it.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  would  adhere  to  his 
decision. 

Mr,  SEELY  thought  there  was  a  good 
deal  to  be  said  for  the  Amendment. 
They  had  heard  a  good  deal  about  the 
dangers  |of  motor-cars,  but  surely  one  of 
the  chief  was  a  drunken  man  being  in 
charge. 

Mr.  CORRIE  grant  thought  the 
Amendment  deserved  to  be  treated  much 
more  seriously  than  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  treated  it.  There  was  a  very 
strong  feeling  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  WU.LIAM  M*ARTHUR  (Corn- 
wall, St.  Austell)  presumed  that  before  a 
a  licence  was  granted  to  a  man  inquiries 
would  be  made  as  to  whether  he  was  a 
proper  person  to  hold  one.  Surely  the 
proceeding  would  not  be  a  mere  matter  of 
form.  The  matter  might  well  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  local  authorities. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)  hoped  the  Amendment  would  be 
seriously  considered.  It  was  necessary 
to  guard  the  public  in  this  matter. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY 
thought  that  if  drunkenness  was  to  dis- 
qualify a  man  from  holding  a  licence,  it 


should  be  drunkenness  in  connection  with 
motor-car  driving, 

Mr.  GORDON  (Londonderry,  S.) 
declared  that  nothing  could  be  more 
dangerous  than  to  have  a  man  addicted 
to  drink  in  charge  of  a  motor-car, 
and  a  conviction  for  drunkenness  ought 
surely  to  be  a  sufficient  ground  for 
not  allowing  him  to  have  charge  of  one. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  agreed  with  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman. 
An  individual  who  might  be  bad  personally 
might  still  prove  a  good  motor-car  driver, 
and  they  were  now  only  dealing  with 
him  in  his  capacity  as  a  motor-car  driver. 
Let  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  accept  the 
Act  on  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Shipley,  and  say  that  a  conviction  for 
drunkenness,  to  disqualify  a  man  from 
holding  a  licence,  should  be  one  under 
the  Act,  and  not  altogether  outside  his 
capacity  as  a  motor-car  driver. 

♦Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  said  that  if 
the  Bill  dealt  with  horse  driving  he  would 
gladly  support  the  Amendment,  and  having 
regard  to  the  delicate  and  dangerous 
nature  of  motor-car  driving  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  all  the  more  carefully 
considered. 

Question  put 

Committee  divided  :  —  Ayes,  66  ; 
Noes,  79.     (Division  List  No.  247.) 


Balfoar,  Kenneth  II.  [Chistvh. 
Bay  ley,  Thomsis  {Derbyshire) 
BoBcawen,  Arthur  (rrimth 
Brigg,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
CorTOtt,  A.  Cameron  ((?/as/70tcJ 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Dottm,  North) 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Doke,  Henry  Edward 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry ,  S.) 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Grant,  Corrie 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Harmsworth,  K.  Leicester 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
ArkwHfrht,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Porster,  Hugh  0. 
Asher,  Alexander 


AYES. 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh, 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
I  Lawson,  SirWilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 

Leve8on-Gower,FredericKN.  S. 

Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
I  Montagu, Hon. J. Scott  (iTa/i^. 
I  Moss,  Samuel 

Murphy,  John 
]  Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
.  O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  Jas.  {WiMow,  F.) 
j  Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
!  Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

NOES. 

Atkinson,  "BXajii  Hon.  John 
Balfour,  Kt.  fin.  G.  W.  (Le€d$ 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George  I 
Bigwood,  James  | 


Randies,  John  S. 
Kickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
BoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.(6Yfye/rt/if/) 
Sandys,Lieut.  -Col.Thos.  My  les 
Seely,Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  Louia  {Romford) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (OrrMhirh) 
Thompson,  DrEC(3fo«CT/7A'HA'^ 
Toulmin,  George 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Allhusen  and  Mr. 
Burdett'Coutts. 


Blundell,  Oolonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bull,  William  James 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(/)er6y*Atre 
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Chamberlain,Rt.Hon.J  {Birm, 
Chamberlain,RtHn.  J  A.(  Wore 
Chapman,  £d\vard 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Craig,  Charles  C.  {Antrwiy  S.) 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Disraeli,  Coninesby  Ralph 
Douglas  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Ed. 
Fergii8son,Rc  HnSir  J.  {Manc'r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Kt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  PhilipS.(  Warwirk,S.  W 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner.  Ernest 


{COMMONS} 

GodsoUfSirAagastusFrederick 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Hudson,  George  Bickerstetli 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Kemp,  Lieut.  -Colonel  George 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence.Sir  Joseph  (JtfonmVA 
Lawson,  J.  Grant  ( Yorks,  N.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Briitoh  ^- 
lj\ica»fij9g}naXd  J  (Portsmouth 
Macdona,  Jolin  Curoming 
M'Arthur,  William  (ComtocUl) 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Murray,RtHD  A.  Graham(Bi^e 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Parlington) 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Geo^e 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
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Redmond,  WiUiaan  {Claire) 
Remnant,  James  Farquliarson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  Oeo-ge 
Ritchie,RtHon  Chas.Thonison 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  {Strandj 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes,) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Talbot,RtHn  J.  G.(OxfdUniv, 
Tomlinson.  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Yalentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
WhiUley,  'B.,{A$hUmrU,'Lyiu) 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Alexander  Adand- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  pages  2  and  3,  to  make  Sub-sections  4, 
5,  and  6  a  senate  clause,  with  the  mar^nal 
note  *  Suspension  of  licenses  and  disqualifica- 
tion.'"—(4^'*.  Walter  Long,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  3,  line  30,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
•  The  council  of  a  county  or  county  borough 
may  withhold  for  not  exceeding  two  years  from 
the  commencement  of  this  Act  a  licence  to 
any  person  who  has  before  the  commencement 
of  this  Act  been  three  or  more  times  convicted 
of  offences  in  respect  of  a  motor-car.* " — (Mr, 
Brigg,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Sm  EGBERT  FINLAY  thought  this 
matter  should  more  properly  be  left 
to  the  magistrates  under  the  powers  it 
was  proposed  to  confer  upon  them. 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  suggested 
that  some  limit  should  be  put  on  the  time 
for  which  a  licence  might  be  suspended 
or  a  person  disqualified,  and  that  a  licence 
should  be  taken  away  only  for  reckless 
driving  to  the  danger  of  the  public.  To 
take  away  the  licence  merely  for  infring- 
ing the  speed  limit  would-be  grossly  unfair; 
the  fines  wore  a  sufficient  penalty  in  that 
case.     He  begged  to  move. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3.  line  30,  after  Sub-section  6,  to 
insert  the  following  sub-section  : — 'A  licence 
shall  only  be  taken  away  or  suspend^  or  a 
person  disqualified  for  olitaining  a  licence  in 
conseauence  of  a  breach  of  Section  1  of  this 
K(iV^—(Mr,  Scott'Montagn,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  dalziel  said  that  a  man  might 
drive  beyond  the  limit  under  the  orders 
of  his  master,  and  it  would  be  very  hard 
on  him  that  he  should  lose  his  licence. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment They  had  created  a  series  of 
oftences  under  Clause  1,  and  they  had 
laid  it  down  that  motor-cars  were  not  to 
be  driven  above  a  certain  speed  under 
any  circumstances.  If  a  driver  deliber- 
ately broke  the  law  he  ought  to  be  subject 
to  a  substantial  penalty. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT  -  MONTAGU  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
meet  him  to  this  extent,  that  for  the 
first  and  second  offences  the  licence  should 
not  be  taken  away.  It  seemed  very  hard 
that  for  a  first,  offence,  perhaps  for  ffoin^ 
twenty-one  miles  an  hour,  a  man  shoul< 
lose  his  licence. 

Mr,  WILLIAM  M^ARTHUR  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  adhere 
to  his  decision.  The  Committee  had  just 
decided    that    they    would    not     make 
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drunkenness  a  ground  for  taking  away 
a  licence,  but  if  a  man  was  summoned  for 
the  comparatively  small  offence  of  exceed- 
ing the  speed  limit,  and  it  was  found  that 
he  was  drunk,  there  ought  surely  to  be 
power  to  take  away  his  licence. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  joined 
in  the  appeal  that  a  licence  should  not  be 
taken  away  for  a  first  offence.  It  would 
meet  the  views  of  many  Members  on  that 
side  of  the  House  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  limit  the  suspension  of 
the  licence  to  the  second  and  subsequent 
offences. 

Mr.  MUERAY  pointed  out  that  if  a 
man  was  drunk  while  in  charge  of  a 
motor-car  he  would  come  under  Section  1. 
A  man's  means  of  livelihood  ought  not  to 
to  be  taken  away  unless  he  had  done 
something  to  the  danger  of  the  public, 
and  in  that  case  he  would  be  dealt  with 
under  Section  1. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  M^ARTHUR  said 
that  if  the  discretion  of  the  authority 
were  limited  by  the  adoption  of  these 
words,  drunkenness  would  not  enter  into 
the  question  of  whether  or  not  a  man's 
licence  should  be  taken  away.  A  man 
might  be  blind  drunk  and  driving  a  car 
at  twenty  miles  an  hour,  but  if  there  was 
nobody  about  he  would  not  be  putting 
any  human  being  in  danger,  yet  obviously 
such  a  man  was  not  fit  to  hold  a  licence. 


Mr.  ALLHUSEN  hoped  the  hon. 
Member's  interpretation  was  not  correct, 
and  that  if  a  person  was  found  driving  a 
motor-car  at  even  three  miles  an  hour 
while  in  a  state  of  intoxication  he  would 
be  held  to  be  driving  to  the  danger  of  the 
public.  That  being  so,  it  would  be  very 
hard  that  a  man,  perhaps  for  a  mere 
technical  offence,  perhaps  for  driving 
twenty-one  miles  an  hour,  should  bo  fined 
up  to  JBIO,  and  have  his  licence  suspended 
for  an  indefinite  i)eriod.  That  was  really 
carr^ong  the  penalty  too  far. 

♦The  chairman  said  that  on  recon- 
sideration he  thought  this  Amendment 
ought  to  come  up  as  an  Amendment  to 
tb©  new  clause,  which  would  be  composed 
of  the  old  Sub-sections  4,  5  and  6. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  2,  line  30,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words,  ^  Any  person  under  the  Sjge  of  16  years 
shall  he  disqualified  from  obtaining  a  licence, 
and  any  person  who  already  holds  a  licence 
shall  be  disqualified  from  obtaining  another 
licence  while  the.licence  so  held  by  him  remains 
in  force. "'—(3^r.  Walter  Long,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  these  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  ARTHUR  MORTON  (Deptford) 
moved  to  amend  the  Amendment  by  sub^ 
stituting  17  for  16  as  the  age.  He  should 
be  sorrv  to  say  anything  disparaging 
about  the  age  of  16,  but  he  thought  it 
would  be  wise  to  extend  the  age  lo  17, 
because  motorcar  driving  demanded 
qualities  which  one  could  hardly  expect 
to  find  in  a  lad  of  16  years  of  age.  He 
begged  to  move  as  an  Amendment  to  the 
proposed  Amendment,  to  leave  out  "16" 
in  order  to  insert  "  17." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment — 

*'  In  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  word  '  six- 
teen '  and  insert  the  word  *  seventeen.'" — {Mr, 
Arthur  Morton, ) 

Question  proposed,  "that  the  word 
*  sixteen'  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Amendment." 

♦Mb,  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (York- 
shire,  Cleveland)  said  this  provision  would 
apply  to  motor-bicyclists,  and  such  a 
restriction  of  age  in  that  case  might  con< 
ceivably  be  a  hardship. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  point 
had  not  been  fully  considered.  He  would 
further  consider  it,  and,  if  necessary,  deal 
with  it  on  Report. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  thought 
that  16  was  a  very  fair  age. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR,  in  moving 
the  first  Amendment,  said  that  if  a  man 
forged  a  mark  he  should  have  a  stronger 
punishment  than  was  provided  for  under 
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this  Act,  instead  of  being  fined  J£10  only. 
He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  forses  or  fraudulently.'  "  —  {Mr.  Louis 
Sinclair), 

Question  'proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  he  hoped 
his  hon.  friend  would  not  persevere  in 
his  Amendment.  The  forging  dealt  with 
in  this  case  was  not  the  ordinary  case  of 
forgery  done  with  the  intention  of  per- 
petrating a  fraud. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  32,  after  the  word  •  or  *  in- 
sert the  words  *  knowingly  and.*  "^{Mr,  Scott- 
Montagu). 

Question  proposed,  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  he  could 
not  accept  this  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5. 

Mr.  KENNETH  BALFOUR  said  it 
was  possible  for  an  accident  to  happen 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  driver  of 
a  motor-car,  and  without  him  having  seen 
anything  of  it.  Unless  some  such  woi-ds 
as  he  suggested  were  inserted  he  thought 
many  difficulties  would  arise. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*•  In  page  3,  line  36,  after  the  word  •  occurs/ 
to  insert  the  words  *  within  his  view  or  to  hu 
knowle^e.' " — (Mr.  Kenneth  Balfour.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  could  not  ac- 
cept this  Amendment,  but  said  he  would 
be  willing,  when  the  Committee  came  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  clause,  to  make  it 
read  "  and  if  any  person  knowingly  acts 
in  contravention  of  this  section  he  shall 
be  liable,  &c." 

Mr.  Lovis  Sinclair. 


Mr.  KENNETH  BALFOUR  said  he 
was  willing  to  accept  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  suggestion. 

♦Mr.  moss  (Denbighshire,  E.)  hoped 
no  Amendment  would  be  made  of  the 
nature  suggested.  If  such  an  Amend- 
ment were  agreed  to,  when  a  motor-car 
came  into  collisioii  and  caused  an  accident 
of  any  kind,  the  defence  would  always  be 
that  the  driver  knew  nothing  about  it, 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  it,  and  that  he 
was  not  aware  that  he  had  committed  any 
offence. 

*Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  said  if  a 
motorist  goingalongthe  road  passed  ahorse 
which^became  restive,  and  if  he  was  careful 
not  to  look  behind  to  see  whether  the  horse 
went  into  the  ditch,  he  would  always  be 
able  to  plead  that  it  was  not  with  his 
knowledge  the  accident  occurred.  Surely 
it  would  be  better  to  leave  this  as  it  stood. 
If  an  accident  did  occur  of  which  a 
motorist  could  not  be  expected  to  know, 
he  would  be  able  to  prove  his  case  in 
Court. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  if  the 
driver  of  a  motor-car  did  not  stop,  not 
knowing  that  an  accident  had  occurred, 
he  surely  ought  not  to  be  deemed,  guilty 
of  the  ofience  of  not  stopping. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  thought  it  ought  not 
to  be  supposed  that  motorists  were 
inclined  to  be  perjurers,  or  that  they  were 
bigger  liars  than  any  other  class. 

Mr.  GORDON  said  that  under  the 
clause  as  it  stood  the  onus  of  proving 
that  the  motorist  knew  of  the  accident 
would  be  put  on  the  prosecutor.  He 
was  anxious  that  the  public  should 
be  protected,  and  he  would  suggest 
the  insertion  of  the  following  words 
"unless  he  satisfies  the  Court  that 
he  did  not  see  or  know  of  the  accident 
at  the  time  it  occurred."  That  would 
have  the  effect  of  putting  on  the  motorist 
the  onus  of  proving  that  he  did  not  know. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  his  im- 
pression was  that  it  would  be  better  to 
leave  the  clause  as  it  stood.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  accident  would  speak  for 
themselves  in  most  cases.  He  would 
consider  his  hon.  friend's  suggestion,  but 
he  hoped  in  the  meantime  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  not  accept  the  Amendment. 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  there 
-were  cases  in  which  unattended  horses  ran 
away  on  the  slightest  provocation,  and 
he  thought  motorists  ought  to  have  some 
protection  in  respect  of  such  animals. 
He  begged  to  move — 

Amendment  proposed — 

In  page  3,  line»  36  and  37,  to  leave  out  the 
words  **  owing  to  the  presence  of  the  motor- 
car on  the  road.'* — (Mr.  Scott-Montagu,) 

Question  proposed— **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIE  said  he 
thought  the  drivers  of  motor-cars  should 
be  safeguarded  from  bein^  penalised  for 
something  that  occurred  through  no  fault 
of  their  own. 

Mr.  WALTEK  long  said  his  hon. 
friend  was  under  a  misapprehension  in 
moving  this  Amendment.  If  these  words 
were  not  left  in,  the  driver  would  be 
under  obligation  to  stop,  no  matter  what 
might  be  the  nature  of  the  accident  If 
a  lK>y  fell  off  a  fence  and  broke  his  arm, 
the  driver  would  have  to  stop. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr,  BRIGG  moved  to  leave  out  **  if 
required"  and  insert  '* shall.'*  He 
thought  in  cases  where  accidents  occurred 
the  driver  should  be  obliged  to  give  his 
name  and  address. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  37,  to  leave  ont  the  words 
*  il  required,'  and  insert  the  word  'shall.'  "— 
—{Mr,  Brigg.) 

Question  proposed,  **That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the  obliga- 
tion was  thrown  on  the  driver  to  give  his 
name  and  address,  and  also  that  of  the 
owner,  if  requested.  He  hoped  the 
Amendment  would  not  be  pressed. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
VOL.  CXXVII.    [Fourth  Series.] 
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Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  3,  line  38,  after  the  word  *  owner,* 
to  insert  the  words  '  and  the  registration  mark 
or  number.'  *'—{Mr,  Brigg,) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  in  the 
ordinary  case  the  car  must  be  stopped, 
and  anyone  could  see  the  registration 
mark  or  number  for  himself.  In  these 
circumstances,  the  Amendment  was  un- 
necessary. 

Question  put,  and  negatived* 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  39,  after  the  word  *  person,' 
to  insert  the  word  'knowingly.'"  —  [Mr, 
Walter  Long, ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  moved 
an  Amendment  with  the  object  of  leav- 
ing it  to  the  discretion  of  the  magistrates 
to  inflict  imprisonment  if  they  thought 
proper  in  cases  of  contravention  of  this 
clause. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  3,  line  40,  to  leave  out  from  the 
worrl  *  oe/  to  end  of  clause,  and  insert  the 
words  'guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  Act.'" — 
(Sir  Frederick  Banbury.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause.*' 

Mr.  WALTER  LONlf  hoped  his 
hon.  friend  would  not  insist  on  this 
Amendment.  After  very  careful  con- 
sideration it  was  thought  that  the  penal- 
ties stated  in  the  clause  would  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  This  particular 
clause  was  specially  exempted  from  the 
provisions  of  Clause  9  in  regard  to  penal- 
ties. 


Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  S.W), 
said  if  a  man  drove  away,  knowing  that 
an  accident  had  occurred,  he  ought  to 
be  punished.  For  the  first  offence  he 
would  be  fined,  but  on  a  second  con- 
viction the  magistrates  should  have 
power  to  send  him  to  prison. 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*' In  page  3,  line  41,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*ten,'  and  insert  the  word  *  fifty.' "—(ilfr. 
Brigg.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  ten '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  thought 
it  was  hardly  desirable  to  go  on  adding 
to  these  penalties.  They  had  all  been 
very  carefully  considered,  and  under 
Clause  1  they  had  created  a  series  of 
offences  and  imposed  very  severe  penal- 
ties, including  imprisonment. 

Mr.  brigg  said  that  he  would  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  that 
nothing  could  be  more  cowardly,  or 
more  mean  than  that,  after  an  accident 
had  occurred,  a  man,  who  had  knowledge 
of  the  occurence,  should  take  advantage 
of  the  speed  of  his  motor  to  ride  off  in 
the  endeavour  to  evade  justice,  and 
leave  those  who  might  be  suffering  as  the 
result  of  his  negUgence  unattended  to. 
The  newspapers  proved  that  that  was 
being  done  every  day.  If  a  man  did 
this  once  or  twice  fine  him  by  all  means  ; 
but  if  he  deliberately  behaved  in  such  a 
reprehensible  manner  a  third  time,  then 
he  deserved  imprisonment,  and  at  any 
rate  it  should  be  left  to  the  option  of  the 
magistrate  to  send  him  to  prison. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  42,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
*and,  in  r^pect  of  any  subeequent  offence, 
shall  be  subject  to  a  term  of  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  one  month.'  "—(Mr,  WiUiam  Eed- 
mond.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  that  every- 
one  would  agree  with  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  with  regard  to  motorists 
who  passed  on  when  an  accident  hap- 
pened, but  he  thought  they  should  be 
very  careful  not  to  push  the  penalties 
too  far  in  respect  of  a  new  offence  which 
converted  into  a  crime  what  was  now 
only  a  breach  of  good  feeling. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  McARTHUR  said  this 
was  exactly  the  class  of  case  which  most 
infuriated    the    people  in   the   country 
against      motor-cars.       An       accident 
occurred,  and  it  was  said  that  the  trouble 
had  arisen  through  the  presence  of  the 
motor-car  in  the  road,  and  the  people  in  the 
car  had  gone  off  without  rendering  any 
assistance   or  disclosing   their  identity. 
They  were  not  nowimposing  a  tremendous 
pnalty,  they  were  simply  proposing  to 
leave  it  to  the  magistrate  to  say  how  a 
man  who  had,  on  three  occasions  by  the 
presence  of   his  motor  car  in  the  road, 
caused  an  accident    and    shown    him- 
self to  be   so   absolutely  callous  as  to 
run  away  without  leaving  his  name  and 
address,  should  be  dealt  with.    He  had 
r:o  claim  to  speak  for  gentlemen  who 
owned  motor*,  but  he  knew  some  who 
did,  and  he  did  not  believe  that  there 
was  a  sensible  man  who  would  object  to 
this  provision  being  inserted.    He  hoped 
the      Government    would    accept    the 
Amendment. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  he  rather  agreed  with 
what  had  just  been  said.  He  would  not 
object  to  the  proposal  of  imprisonment 
for  repeated  offences;  nothing  did  so 
much  harm  to  motoring  as  a  man  who 
drove  away  after  an  accident  without 
disclosing  his  identity,  but  he  hoped  that 
when  the  penal  clauses  were  reached  his 
friendly  attitude  to  this  Amendment 
would  be  remembered. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  this  Bill 
would  apply  to  two  countries  and  possiblv 
would  be  made  to  apply  to  Ireland.  He 
wished  to  know,  supposing  a  motorist 
had  been  convicted  of  an  offence  in 
Scotland  and  had  come  down  and  been 
convicted  of  an  offence  in  England  and 
had  gone  over  to  Ireland,  carrying  the 
hump  upon  his  back  of  these  two  con- 
victions, and  committed  an  offence  there^ 
could  thev  produce  those  conviction* 
which  had  taken  place  in  two  other 
countries  against  him?  He  would  like 
the  Attorney-General  of  England,  out  of 
the  vast  store  of  his  learning,  to  explain 
to  him  the  petty  sessions  law  upon 
that  subject. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  the  case 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  was  certainly 
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new,  but  looking  at  it,  not  from  the  point 
of  view  of  his  learning  but  from  the  point 
of  view  of  common  sense,  he  should  say 
that  if  a  man  had  committed  an  offence 
in  Scotland  he  had  committed  one  offence, 
that  if  he  then  committed  a  similar 
offence  in  Northumberland  he  would 
have  committed  a  second  offence,  and 
that  if  then  he  went  to  Ireland  and 
committed  a  similar  offence  he  would 
have  committed  a  third. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  suggested 
in  view  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hoD.  and  learned  Gentleman,  that 
it  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
magistrate  to  impose  a  fine  of  J&30  or 
inflict  a  month's  imprisonment. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  that  if 
the  Committee  was  in  favour  of  the 
Amendment,  so  far  as  the  GU)vemment 
was  concerned  there  would  be  no 
difficulty. 

Mr.  KENNETH  BALFOUR  said  this 
clause  stated  that  in  any  case  when  an 
accident  occurred,  either  to  horses  or 
people,  the  person  driving  a  motor-car 
was  to  stop.  In  the  case  of  a  horse, 
which  was  standing  unattended,  running 
away  down  the  road,  was  the  motor-car 
to  pursue  and  catch  that  horse  or  to  stop  % 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  a  horse 
running  away  was  not  in  itself  an 
accident,  but  if  its  running  away  caused 
an  accident  then  the  motor-car  must  stop. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  McARTHUR  asked 
whether  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
could  not  make  the  clause  more  clear  by 
stating  that  a  motor-car  must  stop  where 
an  accident  was  caused  by  an  unattended 
horse  running  away  and  not  by  the  motor- 
car. 

Major  JAMESON  objected  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  accepting 
this  Amendment.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  was  utterly  unable  to  answer 
the  question  which  had  been  put  to  him, 
and  therefore  he  (Major  Jameson) 
should  certainly  divide  the  House  against 
the  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  MOSS  hoped  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  divide  the  House  on  this 
Amendment.  No  motorist,  however 
enthusiastic  he  might  be,  would  suggest 


that  a  motorist  should  escape  by  a  mere 
fine.  He  knew  of  a  case  where  a 
motorist  sent  his  driver  to  the  clerk  of 
the  magistrates  to  offer  him  a  cheque  for 
£100  with  instructions  that  when  it  had 
been  all  used  in  fines,  if  they  would  send 
round,  they  should  have  another  cheque. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  CHARLES  RENSHAW  said 
before  the  clause  was  passed  he  would 
like  to  ask  the  Grovemment  to  give  the 
Committee  some  information  as  to  what 
the  position  would  be  under  the  clause  in 
the  case  of  a  person  driving  a  motor-car 
meeting  unattended  horses  and  carts. 
That  seemed  to  be  unconsidered,  in  a 
measure,  when  this  clause  was  drafted. 
He  hoped  it  might  yet  be  possible  to 
alter  the  clause  in  such  a  manner  before 
the  Report  stage  as  to  make  it  perfectly 
clear  that  a  liability  would  not  accrue  if  a 
man  did  not  stop  where  a  horse  or  cart 
tiras  unattended  on  the  road. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  said  he  had  had 
experience  of  his  cars,  when  standing 
perfectly  still,  being  charged  by  a  horse 
and  damage  being  done  to  the  car  in 
consequence. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  agreed  that  the 
language  of  the  clause  was  a  little  vague. 
It  was  a  new  clause  which  had  been  intro- 
duced in  the  other  House  and  afterwards 
amended.  It  required  reconstruction,  and 
he  would  consider  it  before  Report. 

Major  JAMESON  objected  to  this 
clause  being  hurried  through  in  such  a 
manner.  It  was  admitted  that  its  lan- 
guage was  vague,  and  that  being  the  case 
he  opposed  its  passage  and  would  move 
its  omission.  It  was  a  perfect  disgrace  to 
civilisation  that  such  a  clause  should  be 
put  into  a  Bill  without  anyone  having  the 
pluck  to  stand  up  and  say  that  they  dis- 
agreed with  a  motorist  being  penalised  in 
this  way. 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clause  6. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**In  pace  4,  line  10,  after  the  word  'entry/ 
to  insert  the  words  *and  giving.' " — {Mr*  Walter 
Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  SHAW-STEWART  (Renfrewshire, 
R)  said  there  were  two  strong  objections 
to  the  lights  now  carried  by  motor  cars. 
One  was  they  were  far  too  dazzling  to 
people  using  narrow  roads  on  a  dark  night, 
and  the  other  was  that  in  the  opinion  of 
many  these  lights  were  only  carried  to 
enable  motor-cars  to  go  at  an  excessive 
speed  on  dark  and  foggy  nights.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
put  some  check  upon  this  matter.  He 
oegged  to  move. 


Amendment  proposed — 

*•  In  page  4,  line  15,  at  end,  to  insert  *  with 
reepect  to  the  size  and  power  of  the  lights  to  be 
used  on  motor  cars;  and.'"  —  {Mr,  Shato- 
Stewart.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Mr,  WALTER  LONG  said  he  hoped  in 
the  regulations  he  proposed  to  devise  there 
would  not  only  be  some  special  regulations 
with  regard  to  lights,  but  also  with  regard 
to  other  questions.  He  hoped  to  greatly 
lessen  some  of  the  discomforts  now  felt  by 
users  of  the  roads. 

*Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  if  they 
had  the  best  light  it  was  possible  to  devise, 
on  a  foggy  night  it  was  pf  no  assistance  to 
enable  them  to  go  at  a  high  speed,  because 
a  strong  lamp  was  no  use  in  a  fog. 

Major  JAMESON  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  was  absurd  that  the  Com* 
mittee  should  be  asked  to  lay  down  how 
much  light  people  should  be  allowed  to 
carry  on  dark  and  foggy  nights.  It  was 
most  astonishing  to  him  that  anyone 
should  suggest  to  motorists  as  to  how  far 
they  were  to  see  at  nights,  and  how  much 
light  they  should  have  for  that  purpose, 
lie  should  certainly  oppose  the  Amend 
mcnt. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  19,  after  the  second  word 
*  licenses,*  to  insert  the  words  *  and  for  pro- 
viding special  facilities  for  ^rantin^  licenses  to 
p>er8ont  not  resident  in  the  United  Kingdom.' " 
—{Mr.  Walter  Long,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  thought  that  this 
Amendment  would  have  a  most  extraordin- 
ary effect.  There  was  not  a  man  on  a  County 
Council  of  Ireland  who  knew  anything 
about  a  motor-car  or  who  would  know  any- 
thing about  issuing  licences  for  motor  cars. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  paf^  4,  line  19,  after  the  word  *  licences/ 
to  insert  the  words  *  and  for  communicating 
particulars  thereof  to  adjoining  c  r  other  County 
or  Ck)unty  Borough  Councils.'^'— (if r.  Brigg.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

♦Mk.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  asked  if  this 
Amendment  meant  that  minute  informa- 
tion should  be  conveyed,  for  instance,  from 
the  County  Council  of  Sussex  to  the 
County  Council  of  Aberdeenshire. 

Mr.  WALTER  long  explained  that  it 
was  simply  in  order  that  one  County 
Council  could  communicate  with  another 
if  necessary. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  this  Amend- 
ment was  to  provide  for  two  things — one 
was  the  change  of  ownership  of  the  car, 
which  would  entail,  of  course,  the  necessity 
of  re-registration,  and  the  other  was  to 
provide  for  the  issue  of  a  signed  copy  of 
the  licence  where  the  original  licence 
had  been  lost.  That  was  a  matter  he  had 
promised  to  provide  for  in  an  earlier  stage 
of  the  Bill.  It  would  now  be  necessary 
to  put  in  words  to  make  re-registration 
consequential  at  a  nominal  fee,  but  that 
could  be  better  done  on  Report.  He 
begged  to  move — 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  4,  tiue  24,  at  end  of  line,  to  insert 
the  words  *and  may  if  authorised  by  those 
regulations  and  in  accordance  therewith  charge 
in  respect  of  the  entry  of  particulars  of  the 
ownership  of  a  car  on  change  of  ownership 
such  fee,  not  exceeding  ten  shillings,  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  regulations,  and  in  respect  *^f 
the  issue  of  a  new  licence  in  the  place  of  a  licence 
lost  or  defaced,  such  fee  not  exceeding  one 
shilling  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  regula- 
tions.'^-(iTr.  Walter  Long.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 
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♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  asked  if  in 
the  case  of  a  motor-bicycle  changing 
hands  the  fee  would  be  as  high  as  10s. 

Mr.  S££LY  suggested  that  in  case  of 
a  motor-bicycle  the  fee  might  be  2s.  6d. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  promised  to 
consider  the  suggestion. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7. 

Mr.  DALZLEL  said  in  order  to  get 
an  interpretation  of  the  clause  he  moved 
its  omission. 

*The  chairman  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  wait  until  they  arrived  at 
the  stage  when  the  clause  was  put  as  a 
whole,  at  present  there  were  Amendments 
to  be  considered. 

Mr.  grant  LAWSON  said  the  object 
of  his  Amendment  was  that  boroughs 
over  10,000  inhabitants  which  were  at 

E resent  the  authorities  under  the  **  Light 
locomotive  Act'*  should  be  the  authorities 
under  this  Bill.  As  the  clause  stood  at 
present  even  the  City  of  London  was  not 
included  in  the  clause.  What  he  wished 
to  do  was  to  omit  in  the  first  sub-section, 
after  the  word  "  application  "  the  words, 
"  Of  the  Council  of  the  County  or  County 
Boroughs''  and  in  their  place  insert 
"the  local  authority." 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  4,  after  the  word  '  application ' 
to  leave  out  the  words,  *of  the  Council  of  the 
County  or  County  Borough '  and  insert  the 
words  *the  local  authority.'"— (J/r.  Grant 
Lawson.) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  was  in 
favour  of  this  Amendment,  because  in 
the  case  of  Dublin  it  would  shift  the 
responsibility  on  to  the  shoulders  of  the 
corporation. 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  said  that,  as 
the  Bill  stood,  the  application  to  the 
Local  Government   Board   to   fix    par- 


ticular places  at  which  the  speed  should 
not  exceed  ten  miles  was  quite  against 
the  principle  of  local  goverment.  It 
was  felt  very  strongly  that  that  matter 
should  rest  with  the  local  authority 
because  it  was  a  purely  local  question, 
and  they  could  be  the  only  people  with 
local  knowledge.  He  welcomed  any 
material  improvement  in  the  Bill,  and 
therefore  did  not  propose  to  move  any 
Amendment  now. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  desiied  to 
point  out  that  there  might  be  a  case  of 
three  Councy  Councils  acting  together 
'to  make  representations.  This  matter 
required  very  serious  consideration,  as  a 
strong  anti-mobilist  feeUng  throughout 
the  country  might  result  in  doing  away 
altogether  with  the  speed  limit. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the  clause 
was  limited  to  particular  places,  in 
respect  of  which  it  was  thought  desirable 
to  make  special  regulations. 

SIR  CHARLES  RENSHAW  said  that 
when  they  reached  the  appUcation  of 
the  clause  to  Scotland,  the  Amendment 
would  have  a  most  serious  eflfect  with 
regard  to  the  administration  of  the 
Act  in  that  country. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  was  there 
no  power  in  the  central  authority  to 
co-ordinate  the  action  of  the  various 
authorities  ? 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  Yes,  we  hav 
a  power  of  co-ordination. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Words  inserted. 

Mr.  bill  (Staffordshire,  Leek)  said  it 
had  now  been  decided  that  twenty 
miles  an  hour  should  be  the  legal 
maximum,  but  the  terrors  of  our  country 
roads  would  be  considerably  increased  if 
the  driver  were  allowed  to  travel  at  that 
pace  by  night.  Bright  nights  were  few 
and  far  between,  and  some  special  pro- 
vision was  needed  on  dark  nights  for  the 
public  protection.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  driver  would  not  be  able 
to  see  a  person  holding  up  his  band  to 
stop  him,  and  he  hoped  that^his  Amend- 
ment would  be  accepted. 
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"In  page  4,  line  30,  after  the  word  '  situate  * 
to  insert  the  words  *or  at  any  time  during 
which  lights  are  required  to  be  carried.'  "—{Mr. 
Bill.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted.*' 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  hoped  that  the 
Amendment  would  not  be  pressed.  He 
thought  the  hon.  Member  was  more 
likely  to  secure  the  public  safety  by 
leaving  the  driver  to  drive  at  night, 
knowing  that  a  very  slight  increase  in 
speed  would  bring  him  within  Section  1. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Major  JAMESON  had  on  the  Paper 
an  Amendment  to  the  clause  in  line  31, 
after  "  exceed  '*  to  insert  •*  such  speed 
as  may  be  approved  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,"  but  he  said  that 
after  the  explanations  they  had  had 
from  the  right  hon  Gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  he  would  not  move  it. 

*Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  moved  that 
the  limit  of  speed  to  be  enforced  by 
regulations  under  this  section  should 
be  extended  from  ten  miles  an  hour  to 
twelve.  In  London  a  good  hansom  was 
often  driven  at  twelve  miles  an  hour, 
and  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  limit  a 
motor-car  to  ten  miles.  They  must  look 
ahead  a  little  bit. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  4,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*t€n,'  and  insert  the  word  *  twelve. '"—(jl/r. 
Scott-Montagu.) 


Question  proposed,   ''That  the 
*  ten  '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


word 


Mr.  WILLIAM  M* ARTHUR  pointed 
out  that  in  some  places  traffic  was  much 
congested  by  big  works  which  were 
proceeding,  and  though  the  limitation 
might  be  imposed  during  congestion, 
it  could  be  withdrawn  when  the  works 
were  completed. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  thought  the 
matter  had  better  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  Department. 


area  were  not  limited  to  ten  miles  an 
hour. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  thought  it 
hard  that  in  a  clear  street  the  motor- 
car should  be  limited  to  ten  miles. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  resisted  the 
Amendment.  Hon.  Members  apparently 
overlooked  the  fact  that  these  regulations 
would  have  to  be  made  by  the  localauthori- 
ties  which  would  have  knowledge  of  the 
districts^  and  in  many  cases  no  doubt 
they  would  make  no  regulations.  Ho 
would  also  like  to  point  out  that  there 
were  many  gentlemen  who  thought  that 
the  limit  should  be  as  low  as  eight  miles 
an  hour.  The}'  might  safely  leave  the 
matter  to  the  local  authorities.  While 
his  hon.  friend  asked  that  the  limit 
should  be  increased,  others  would  ask 
for  it  to  be  decreased,  and  he  thought  in 
the  general  interest  it  would  be  advisable 
to  take  ten  as  a  compromise.  As  to  tram- 
cars,  they  were  not  limited  as  far  as  he 
knew,  and  moreover,  they  ran  on  rails. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  thought 
the  fact  that  other  vehicles  were  allowed 
to  go  at  twelve  miles  an  hour  was  a  strong 
argument  in  favour  of  this  limit  being 
fixed  at  twelve. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  urged  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  accept  the  sufcgestion 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
North  Louth,  that  the  cars  "  should  not 
exceed  the  speed  prescribed." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  pointed  out  that 
in  Ireland  the  electric  trams  were  limited 
to  eight  miles  an  hour  even  outside  the 
city. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  suggested 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  shomd  do 
as  he  did  on  Clause  1.  Some  Members 
favoured  a  limit  of  twelve  miles,  others 
preferred  eight ;  let  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man stick  to  ten  as  a  compromise  between 
the  two. 


Mr.  GORDON  was  in  favour  of  the 
matter  being  left  to  the  Local  Government 
Board.     A  very  moderate  rate  of  speed 
I  ^*®  suflScient  in  populous  districts  and 
Mr.    MURRAY   reminded    the  Com-    urban   areas,  and  a  hard  and  fast  limit 
mittee  that  tram-cars  in  the  Metropolitan  '  was  not  desirable. 
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*Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  said  that 
if  it  was  to  be  a  question  of  ten  miles  or 
nothing  obvious  difficulties  would  arise. 
The  London  County  Council  would  be 
placed  in  a  very  difficult  position  if  they 
nad  to  decide  whether  or  not,  in  the  parks 
under  their  control,  the  speed  shouM  be 
limited  to  ten  miles  an  hour  or  not  at  all. 
Surely  it  would  be  possible  to  meet  all 
parties  by  inserting  words  enabling  the 
local  authority  and  the  Local  Government 
Board,  in  conference,  to  fix  such  a  limit 
between  eight  and  twelve  miles  as  might 
seem  to  them  desirable. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  thought  that 
the  Committee  hardly  realised  what  the 
proposal  was.  It  was  suggested  that  his 
Department  should  undertake  a  duty  in 
re^rd  to  motor-cars  similar  to  that  dis- 
charged by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  regard 
to  tramways.  The  caaes  were  entirely 
different.  It  was  an  easy  matter  to  lay 
down  what  the  speed  on  a  tramway 
should  be,  but  to  say  what  the  speed  of 
motor-cars  should  be  in  scores  of  places 
throughout  the  country  was  a  duty  the 
Local  Government  Board  could  not 
possibly  undertake.  Personally,  he  should 
vote  for  ten  miles,  which  was  the  com- 
promise, but  the  Committee  could  make 
their  own  decision  between  ten  and  twelve. 
He  must  ask  them,  however,  not  to  adopt 


the  suggestion  that  a  general  and  open 
power  should  be  left  to  the  Local  Goveiyi- 
ment  Board. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  said  that  in 
many  places  the  trams  went  at  fifteen  miles 
an  hour,  so  that,  if  the  motors  were 
limited  to  ten,  the  trams  would  charge  the 
motors,  and  not  the  motors  the  trams. 
He  suggested  the  matter  should  be  left  to 
the  lo^  authority  without  any  re- 
striction whatever. 

Mr.  MURRAY  asked  whether  there 
would  be  power  to  fix  varying  rates,  such 
as  seven,  eight,  or  ten. 


Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY : 
ceed  ten  miles  an  hour. 


Not  to  ex 


Mr.  MURRAY : 
six  or  eight  ? 


They  could  not  say 


Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  :  No. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  that  in 
order  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee he  would  move  to  substitute 
"twelve "for  "ten." 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  97; 
Noes,  26.     (Division  List  No.  248.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold-Foster,  Hugh  O. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  Cil^anV 
Balf our,RtHnC;erald  W.  (Leeds 
Banburr,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brigg,  John  • 

BnSrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Ball,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Bntcher,  John  George    ■ 
Caldwel),  James 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Z>er6w«AfVe 
€hamberlain,Rt  Hon.  J.  (Birm. 
Chamberlain,  RtHn  J.  A  ( PTorc. 
Chapman,  £dward 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A  E. 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
CorbettjA.  Cameron  {Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 


AYE8. 

Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Disraeli,  Coningshy  Ralph 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

DouglaSjRt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
£IIio%  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowefl,Hon.Ailwyn  JSdward 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  William  Henry 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
GodsonjSirAugustusFrederick 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonderry ,  S.) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jones^  Wm.  {Carnarvonshire) 
Kilbnde,  Denis 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow) 
Lawrence,Sir  Jopeph(3fonwi*f  A 
Lawson,  JuhnGrant(  Yorks^NR 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(5mto/,iS. 


Luca8,Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M* Arthur, William  {Cormoall) 
Moss,  Samuel 

O'Brien,  Patriok  (JTaiwnfMf) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  {Tipperary,  AT.) 
Percy,  Emrl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Georse 
Pryoe-Jones,  Lt.-CoL  Edward 
Piirvi«,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Benahaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Rickett,  J.  GomptdL 
Rigg*  Richard 

Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Sandy8,Lieut-(^l.Thos.  Myles 
Shaw- Stewart,  M.H.  (i^/reu? 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  W«uxl 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
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Sallivan,  Donal 
Talbot.  Lord  E.  {Chichester) 
Talbot,RtHn.  J.G(Oa;/orrf  Univ 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Toulmin,  George 
Valeotia,  Vieoount 


{COMMONS} 

Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Warde,  Colonel  G.  £. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White.  Luke  {Yorky  E.R,) 
Whiteley,  H.(^«A^on-ti.-Zyn«) 
Wylie,  Alexander 
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Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Gkorge 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland* 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther 


Afljg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anba8en,Augn8tusH*nryEden 
Ark  Wright,  John  Stanhope 
Balf oar,  Kenneth  R  ( Cknstch. ) 
Craig,Charle8Curri8( /I  n^rt'm,  <S 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Fo8ter,PhilipS.  ( f^ar«^ic^^5.  W 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  •(Caw6*. ) 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 


NOES. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  C^or^e 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Lee,  Arth  ur  H(  Hants.yFareham 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneaae 
Le  veson-  Gower,  Fredf  rick  N.  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
Pirie,  Duncan  Y. 


Samuel,  'EetheTtlj,{Cleveland} 
Seely,CharIes  Hilton  {Lincoln) 
Sinclair,  Louis  {Romford) 
Stanley,  Hn.  A rth ur( Ormskirk 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thompeon,Dr.EC(Afonaflr/rniV 

TELLER.S  FOR   THE  NOES— 

Mr.    Scott-Montagu  and 
Mr.  Griffith-Boscawen. 


Mr.  DALZIEL  said  that  after  a 
sitting  of  twelve-and-a-half  hours,  during 
which  there  had  been  no  obstruction 
but  a  careful  discussion  of  the  points  in 
a  difficult  Bill,  he  did  not  think  it  was 
unreasonable  now  to  ask  for  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate.  They  had  now 
arrived  at  a  part  of  the  measure  which 
required  serious  consideration,  and  he 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  be 
content  with  what  he  had  got  up  to  the 
present.  This  was  u  very  important 
Bill,  and  it  was  not  right  to  hurry 
through  the  Committee  stage  a  measure 
which  was  only  placed  before  them 
during  the  present  week.  They  had 
only  been  given  a  few  days  to  prepare 
their  Amendments  and  it  was  not  right, 
at  an  hour  when  the  country  would 
not  know  through  the  Press  what 
they  were  doing,  to  pass  such  important 
penalties  as  those  contained  in  the  next 
part  of  the  measure.  He  could  under 
stand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  desire 
to  pass  this  Bill,  but  hon.  Members  were 
not  responsible  for  the  management  of 
the  business  of  the  House,  and  if  the 
Government  so  managed  affairs  that 
they  had  not  been  able  to  find  time  for 
the  consideration  of  this  Bill  at  a  reason- 
able hour  it  was  not  their  fault.  It  was 
not  fair  to  tire  and  exhaust  the  House 
by  asking,  them  to  sit  any  longer,  and  he 
bagged  to  move  that  Progress  be  now 
reported. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Mr. 
Dalziel.) 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  expressed  the 
earnest  hope  that  the  hon.  Member 
would  not  press  his  Motion.  He  agreed 
that  it  was  very  hard  i  hat  they  should 
be  asked  to  proceed  with  matters  of 
great  importance  at  this  late  hour,  but 
they  had  a  certain  amount  of  work  to 
get  through.  They  had  now  got  through 
the  most  contentious  and  difficult  part 
of  the  measure,  and  he  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee would  now  agree  to  finish  it. 

Mr.  SEELY  said  that  if  the  Govern 
ment  were  reasonable  and  did  not  insist 
upon  such  heavy  penalties  he  thought 
they  would  get  through  with  the  Bill 
much  quicker.  The  Government  had 
given  way  in  the  case  of  the  speed  limit 
and  he  thought  they  might  do  the 
same  with  regard  to  the  penalties. 

Mr.  dalziel  said  that,  as  the  Com- 
mittee apparently  desired  to  finish  the 
Bill,  he  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  h:s 
Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Major  JAMESON  appealed  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  accept  the  next 
Amendment,  which  he  begged  to 
move — 

"  In  page  4,  line  34,  to  leave  out  the  worJ 
*ten,*  and  insert  the  word  *five.'"  —  (-W^V^ 
Jameson.) 

Question  proposed  "That  the  ^ord 
*  ten  *  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  WALTER  long  said  he  hoped 
the   hon.    and    gallant   Member   wouw- 
not  press  this  Amendment.    Other  no 
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Members  had  set  an  example  by  refrain- 
ing from  moving  similar  Amendments. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed— 

<*  lo  page  4,  line  37 » to  leave  out  the  words 
•couQty  or  ooonty  borough,*  and  insert  the 
words  'local  authority  within  the  area.'" — 
{Mr.  Grant  Laioson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  39,  after  the  word  *  public  * 
to  insert  the  words  'and  conspicaous  notice 

tday  and  lighted  by  night.'**— < if r.  Louis 
ficlair. ) 


dr 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  what  he 
suggested  was  that  the  necessary  notices 
should  be  given  by  posts,  differently 
coloured,  as  in  the  case  of  railway  signals. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  thought  that 
as  a  matter  of  justice  the  notices  ought  to 
be  lighted  at  night  with  white  or  red 
lamps  If  coloured  posts  were  placed  at 
the  roadside  a  stranger  would  not  know 
at  night  where  he  ought  to  slow  down. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

''In  page  4,  line  41,  to  leave  oat  from  the 
word  '  regulation,'  to  end  of  line,  and  insert  the 
words  *  "So  prosecutioQ  shall  be  made  in  the 
event  of  an  offence  being  committed  whereby, 
in  consequence  of  fog,  or  insufficient  light,  the 
owner  shall  have  wen  prevented  from  con- 
forminj^  with  this  regulation.*  '* — {Mr.  Louis 
Sinclair. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  hoped  his  hon. 
friend  would  not  press  this  Amendment. 
If  they  were  to  provide  for  all  sorts  of 
unlikely  conditions  a  much  longer  Bill 
would  be  required. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  it  appeared  to 
him  the  meaning  of  this  Amenament  was 
that  every  District  Council  in  Connemara 
should  erect  posts  with  luminous  white 
paint. 


Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  said  Sub- 
section 3  Clause  7,  ran  as  follows  : — 

**  The  Local  C^ovemment  Board  may,  with- 
out any  application  from  the  Council  of  the 
County  or  County  Borough,  after  considering 
any  objections  by  the  Council  of  the  County  or 
Count V  Borough,  revoke  or  alter  any  regulation 
made  by  them  under  this  section." 

He  thought  motor-car  owners  ought 
also  to  have  a  locus  standi  and  an  appeal 
against  injurious  regulations  which  might 
be  inflicted  on  them.     He  moved. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  pages,  line  2,  after  the  word  *  borough,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  or  motor-car  owner.*  ' — 
{Mr.  Louis  Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  the  Gov- 
ernment could  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  said  objection* 
might  be  raised  by  motor  car  owners  as. 
well  as  by  the  Council  of  a  County  or  a 
County  Borough. 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Clause  7,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  8. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  6,  |at  begiunin^  to  insert 
the  words  *  Subject  to  regulation  as  to  sixe 
and  colours  to  be  made  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.*  "—{Sir  Charles  Benshavo.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  worda 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  there  were  few 
motor-cars  in  Ireland,  and  it  would  be 
absurd  to  impose  on  County  Councils, 
everywhere,  the  expense  of  erecting 
danger  boards.  So  far  as  England  was 
concerned  it  should  be  enacted  that 
Councils  of  Counties  and  County  Boroughs 
"  shall "  erect  danger  boards,  but  the  word 
should  be  "  may  "  with  regard  to  Ireland* 
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Mr.   WALTEK  long  said  his  hon. 
friend's  suggestion   was  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  should    prescribe  a  j 
general  system  with  respect  to  size  and  j 
colour.     Whether  they  were  used  or  not ! 
would  depend  on  the  recommendations  of 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

i^uestioii  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  6,  after  the  word  'of '  to  in- 
flert  the  words  *  boroagbs  and  elsewhere  than 
in  boroughs  of.'  ''—(Sir  Albert  Rollit.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  wordR 
*  and  county  boroughs.'  "— (5tr  Albert  Rollit,) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed 
to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause  " 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WYLIE  (Dumbartonshire)  said  he 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  accept  his  Amendment,  which  was 
intended  to  prevent  very  serious  danger 
in  narrow  roads. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  6,  after  the  word '  boroughs ' 
to  insert  the  words '  mn-y  prohibit  motor-oars 
above  any  width  which  they  consider  necessary 
for  safety  from  entering  any  narrow  road 
within  their  areas,  and  may  cause  to  be  put  up 
signposts  to  give  notice  to  this  effect,  and.' 
-{Mr,  Wylie.) 


Question  proposed, 
be  there  inserted." 


"That  those  words 


Mb.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  he 
thought  the  Amendment  was  unnecessary. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen.  No  motorist  would 
want  to  go  up  a  narrow  cross  road. 

Mr.  Walter  long  thought  that  a 
clause  was  needed  to  provide  against  the 
danger  mentioned,  and  promised  to  intro- 
duce one  into  the  Bill 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  5,  line  8,  after  the  word  *  places ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  on  main  roads  where  the 
surface  is  being  re-metalled  before  rolling, 
and.' "—(ikfr.  Scott-Montagu,) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  that 
newly  laid  metal  was  very  dangerous  for 
all  kinds  of  traffic  Most  counties  already 
had  adopted  such  a  system. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  hoped 
that  his  hon.  friend  would  not  press  his 
Amendment.  It  would  put  the  local 
authorities  to  unnecessary  expense. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  8,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  that  he 
had  a  small  drafting  Amendment  which 
he  thought  would  make  the  section 
clearer. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  5,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  under,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  Section  1  of  this  Act.' " 
—(Mr,  Scott-Montagu,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  the 
Amendment  was  quite  unnecessary.  . 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  that 
he  wished  to  make  a  protest  against  the 
severity  of  the  penal  clauses. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  twenty,'  and  insert  the  word  'ten.'" — (Mr. 
Scott- Montagu, ) 

Question  proposed,  "That   the  Jword 

*  twenty '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  this 
question  of  penalties  was  an  exceedingly 
difficult  one  and  it  was  proposed  to 
make  certain  changes  in  them.  In  the 
first  place,  it  was  intended  to  alter  the 
term  of  six  months'  imprisonment  to 
three,  and  in  the  second  place,  to  give 
an  appeal  to  any  person  convicted  of  an 
offence  under  the  Bill,  and  fined  £10. 
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♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  thanked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  concessions 
he  had  made,  and  he  begged  leave  to 
withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Several  formal  Amendments  having 
been  withdrawn, 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Olause  10. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  proposed  to 
omit  the  clause.  It  had  been  intended 
to  deal  with  the  heavier  motors,  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  the  wisest  plan  to 
drop  the  clause,  and  to  [bring  up  words 
on  Beport  to  enable  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the 
heavier  motor  traffic  by  regulation. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  5,  to  leave  out  Clause  10."--(JI/r. 
Walter  Long. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  11. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  asked  what 
to  be  the    policy   of  the    Inland 


was 

Revenue  authorities    m 

charges  on  motor-cycles. 


the  matter  of 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  was  in 
communication  with  the  authorities  at 
the  present  time,  and  hoped  to  be  able  to 
answer  the  Question  on  Report. 

Clause  11  agreed  to. 

Clauses  12  and  13  agreed  to. 

Clause  14. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  asked  as  to  the 
position  of  Volunteers  under  the  Bill. 

Thb  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton)  :  Motor- 
cars used  during  manoeuvres  will  un- 
doubtedly have  to  conform  to  the  law. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  why  it  was 
necessary  in  a  Motor-Car  Bill  to  insert  a 
provision  that  it  should  apply  to  servants 
of  the  Crown. 


Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  it  was 
done  in  consequence  of  a  decision  given 
in  the  Courts  a  fortnight  ago. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  asked  if  the 
police  would  be  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill.  If  they  were,  how 
could  they  pursue  cars  which  were  ex- 
ceeding the  speed  limit. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  agwn  protested 
against  the  insertion  of  this  provision. 
He  held  that  the  point  was  covered  by  the 
ordinary  law  of  the  land,  and  that  it 
would  be  most  dangerous  to  attempt  to 
deal  with  it  especially  in  this  Bill. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  the  result 
of  the  recent  decision  was  such  that  motor 
legislation  would  not  apply  to  persons  in 
the  service  of  the  Crown — for  instance, 
to  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  Post- 
master -  General  driving  motor  -  cars. 
Tested  by  that  decision  the  Volunteers 
using  motor-cars  during  manoeuvres 
would  not  be  subject  to  the  provision. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  certainly 
thought  the  provision  should  be  left  in 
the  Bill,  as  the  Postmaster-General  was 
using  motor-cars  more  and  more  every 
day.  It  would  be  no  earthly  consolation 
to  a  person  knocked  down  by  a  motor- 
car that  it  was  driven  by  a  servant  of  the 
Crown.  He  for  one  objected  to  being 
killed  by  motorists — whether  M.P.'s  or 
servants  of  the  Crown. 

Mr,  HERBERT  SAMUEL  thought  it 
would  be  most  absurd  to  make  a  constable 
liable  for  breaking  the  speed  limit  when 
he  was  chasing  an  offender  under  the 
Act. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  repeated  his 
protest  that  it  was  most  dangerous  and 
unconstitutional  to  insert  such  a  provision. 
Simply  to  meet  the  curse  of  motor- 
cycling they  were  inserting  in  the  law  of 
England  a  constitutional  proposition,  the 
like  of  which  had  never  been  heard  of 
since  the  days  of  the  Stuarts  and  the  Tudors. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  held  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  much  ex- 
aggerated the  importance  of  the  clause. 
He  could  not  see  that  it  raised  any  con- 
stitutional question  at  all.  A  servant  of 
the   Crown  cercainly   ought    not  to    be 
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exempt  from  regulations  laid  down  by  law 
for  the  safety  of  the  public.  He  suggested 
that  the  matter  could  be  met  by  deleting 
the  clause.  The  hon.  Member  opposite 
was  quite  right  in  saying  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  declare  that  a 
criminal  statute  should  apply  to  the 
Crown. 


Mu.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  he 
did  not  care  in  what  legal  form  the  words 
were  put  into  the  Act,  but  something 
should  be  done,  as  the  Bill  at  present 
stood.  At  the  present  time  a  decision 
had  been  given  by  which  men  were 
exempted  from  the  penalties  to  which 
they  had  rendered  themselves  liable 
by  an  offence  under  the  Motor 
Act,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  officers 
of  the  Crown.  If  that  decision  was  to 
stand,  Ministers  of  the  Crown  would  be 
able  to  defy  the  law  with  impunity.  Not 
very  long  ago  he  saw  a  decision  in  the 
case  of  a  motor-car  which  had  been 
driven  at  a  frightful  speed  by  officers  in 
uniform,  where  the  drivers  of  the  car 
were  exempted  from  penalties,  and  he 
had  heard  comments  made  upon  the  fact 
that  men  in  uniform  should  be  allowed  to 
set  such  a  bad  example.  When  it  came 
to  this,  that  officers  of  the  Crown  were 
to  be  exempted,  something  ought  to  be 
done  to  prevent  them  being  exempted  in 
the  future. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  suggested  they 
should  add  after  the  woM  "Crown" 
that  the  penalties  already  in  the  Act 
should  bind  such  persons.  Let  the 
Government  then  amend  the  clause  in 
Keport  if  they  liked,  but  the  clause 
should  state  what  ought  to  be  the  law, 
and  what  he  conceived  was  already  the 
law. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  he  could 
not  accede  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's  sug- 
gestion, but  he  would  consider  the  matter 
and  see  what  could  be  done. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  perhaps 
he  might  be  allowed  to  move  his  Amend- 
ment here. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  37,  after  the  word  *  Crown,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  and  to  the  police.*"— (Jfr. 
Scott- Montagu.) 

Sir  Robert  Fin  Jay. 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  accept  this  Amend- 
ment. It  meant  that  officers  of  State 
could  ride  off  if  they  liked  and  be  exempt 
from  penalties. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  14  agreed  to. 

Clause  15  agreed  to. 

Clause  16. 

Several  drafting  Amendments  proposed 
by  the  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham 
Murray,  Buteshire),  were  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  29,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *Such  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  sheriff 
depute  and  shall  be  heard  summarily.  Such 
appeal  may  be  taken  either  immediately  after 
the  judgment  apptealed  against  has  beeo 
pronounc^ed,  or  within  seven  days  thereafter^ 
and  upon  such  appeal  being  taken  the  sentence 
of  imprisonment  shall  be  suspended  until  the 
appeal  has  been  disposed  of ;  provided  that  the 
appellant  shall,  at  the  time  of  taking  such 
appeal,  lodge  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  Court 
a  bond  with  sufficient  cautioner  or  otherwise 
give  security  satisfactonr  to  the  Court  for 
appearing  before  the  sneriff  depute.  The 
sheriff  depute  is  hereby  authorised  and  em- 
powered on  such  ap{]!eal  to  hear  evidence 
whether  led  at  the  original  hearing  or  not. 
and  to  reconsider  the  merits  of  the  case  and 
reverse  or  confinn  in  whole  or  in  part  the 
judgment  appealed  against,  or  give  such  new 
or  different  judgment  a^  he  in  his  discretion 
shall  think  tit ;  and  save  as  provided  by  the 
Summary  Prosecutions  Appeals  (Scotland) 
Act,  1875,  his  judgment  shaU  be  final  and  not 
subjecc  to  review.  (6)  An  appeal  taken  in 
terms  of  this  Act  by  a  person  hoidinjg  a  lioenoe 
against  an  order  for  suspension  or  d^ualifioa- 
tion  shall  be  taken  and  disposed  of  as  nearly 
as  ma^  be  in  the  manner  and  subject  to  the 
conditions  provided  by  the  immediately  pre- 
ceding sub-sectiun.'  "—{The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  master  of  ELIBANK  (Edin- 
burgh, Midlothian),  in  the  absence  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Forfar,  begged 
leave  to  move  the  Amendment  standing 
in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  29,  at  end,  to  insert  the  word» 
*  (6)  Section  ninety-four  of  The  Local  Govern- 
ment (Scotland)  Act,  1889  (which  relates  to  the 
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recovery  and  application  of  penaltiee  under 
that  Act)  shall  apply  to  the  recovery  and 
application  of  penalties  in  respect  of  otfences 
under  this  Act,  and  the  principal  Act, 
and  in  respect  of  breaches  of  any  by-law  or 
r^nlation  made  under  either  of  said  Acts.' " — 
{The  Master  ofElibank.) 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  said  the 
first  part  of  the  Amendment  he  would 
see  put  right,  but  the  other  part  he 
could  not  agree  to 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  thought  his 
Amendment  was  next  on  the  Paper. 
His  object  in  putting  it  down  was  to  raise 
the  question  of  the  right  of  individuals  to 
sue. 

♦Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  said  as 
the  Bill  stood  they  did  not  prosecute 
except  through  the  procurator  fiscal. 

Clause  16,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  17. 

Major  JAMESON  said  he  wished 
to  move  an  Amendment  to  insert  at 
the  end  of  Clause  17  the  words 
**The  Criminal  Evidence  Act  of  1898, 
except  sections  five  and  seven,  shall  for 
the  purposes  of  this  Act  be  deemed  to  be 
in  force."  Its  object  was  to  allow  all 
those  people  who  were  to  be  penalised  in 
this  extraordinary  way,  to  give  evidence 
on  their  own  behalf  on  oath.  He  felt 
xiertain  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney- 
General  would  accept  this  Amendment. 
He  begged  to  move — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  6,  at  the  end  of  Clause  17, 
to  add  the  words  *The  Criminal  Evidence 
Act  of  189S  except  Sections  five  and  seven 
shall  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  be  deemed  to 
be  in  force.'    — (Major  Jameson.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.)  said  in  special  cases  the  defendant 
had  always  a  right  to  give  evidence. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  With  respect, 
assured  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
.that  that  was  not  so. 


Mr. 


ATKINSON  said  in  ordinary 
cases  of  summary  jurisdiction  the 
defendant  could  give  evidence. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  could 
assure  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
that  was  not  so.  Let  him  take  the 
recent  case  that  occurred  in  Sackville 
Street,  Dublin.  In  this  case  the 
magistrate  refused  to  hear  the  evidence 
of  Sir  Samuel  Smart.  Unless  there  was 
a  special  clause  inserted  a  prisoner  would 
not  be  allowed  to  give  evidence  in  his 
own  defence.  He  suggested  that  as 
under  the  law  in  England  a  man  was 
able  to  give  evidence  on  his  own  behalf, 
it  could  not  be  wrong  to  allow  him  to  do 
so  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  if  the  Amend- 
ment was  necessary  he  would  introduce  it 
on  Report. 

Major  JAMESON  withdrew  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  17  agreed  to. 

Clause  18. 

The  master  of  ELIBANK  said  he 
would  formally  move  the  Amendment 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Leicester, which  he  presumed  would  be 
accepted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  car  *  to 
insert  the  words  *and  a  motor-cycle  and  its 
trailer  shall  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  be 
treated  as  one  vehicle.'"— (TAc  Master  of 
Elibank.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WALTER  long  said  this  was  the 
point  to  which  he  had  referredas  being- 
likely  to  affect  the  Inland  Revenue  De- 
partment. He  could  not,  therefore, 
accept  the  Amendment  without  consult- 
ing that  Department. 

*Mr.  SCOTT- MONTAGU  asked  was 
it  not  the  fact  that  a  motor-cycle  with  a 
trailer,  under  the  present  regulations, 
could  only^go  five  or  six  miles  an  hour. 
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Mb.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  under-      *The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  Acts  re- 


stood  the  object  of  the  mover  of  the 
Amendment,  but  this  proposal  would  go 
a  great  deal  further  and  deal  with  the 
Inland  Revenue  question.  He  could  not 
possibly  accept  the  Amendment  at  this 
point,  but  he  would  undertake  to  give 
the  matter  full  consideration. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  it  was  just  as 
bad  to  be  knocked  down  by  a  tramcar 
as  by  a  motor-car.  It  was  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  that  tram  companies 
who  made  money  out  of  the  public 
should  be  allowed  to  go  at  a  more  rapid 
rate  than  the  motor-cars.  The  same 
rule  ought  to  be  applied  all  round,  and 
if  it  was  in  order  he  would  move 
accordingly* 

*Thk  CHAIRMAN  said  that  such  an 
Amendment  would  be  beyond  the  scope 
of  the  Bill,  which  dealt  only  with  motor- 
cars. 

Mr.  T,  M.  HEALY  said  that  an 
electric  tramcar  was  essentially  a  motor- 
car, and  the  tram-driver  was  called  the 
**  motor-man." 

♦Thb  CHAIRMAN:  But  there  is  a 
class  of  legislation  dealing  with  tram- 
ways. 

*Mr,  SCOTT.MONTAGU  pointed  out 
that  several  private  Acts  had  recently 
been  passed,  enabling  motor-omnibuses  or 
trams  to  run  without  rails  on  the  roads. 
These  were,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
motor-cars. 

*The  chairman  :  There  has  been 
no  public  legislation  to  that  effect. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  that 
several  places  had  obtained  Acts  for  the 
purpose. 


ferred  to  were  private  Acts.  This  Bill 
was  to  amend  the  Locomotives  on  High- 
ways Act,  which  did  not  include 
tramways. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

*Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  moved  to 
insert  "  March  1st "  for  "  January  1st," 
as  the  date  of  the  commencement. of  the 
operation  of  the  Act.  He  pointed  out  that 
it  was  a  very  complicated  measure,  and 
by  the  time  it  had  been  printed  and 
circulated  amongst  the  County  Councils 
there  would  be  barely  three  months  in 
which  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
administration  of  the  Act  would  have  to  be 
made.  He  thought  it  was  only  reasonable 
that  six  months  should  be  allowed. 


Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  7,  line  8,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'January*  and  to  insert  the  word  'March.'  ** 
—{Mr,  Scott-Montagu.) 


Question  proposed,    "That    the  word 
'January '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  had  no 
particularfeelingin  the  matter  himself, but 
he  had  been  pressed  to  take  exactly  the 
opposite  course  to  that  proposed  by  the 
hon.  Member,  and  to  bring  the  Act  into 
force  earlier  than  January  next.  He  did 
not  think  there  would  be  any  practical 
difficulty  in  bringing  it  into  operation  m 
January,  and  he  should  advise  the  Com- 
mittee to  adhere  to  the  date  proposed 
in  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  18  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  LUKE  WHITE  (Yorkshire,  E.R., 
Buckrose),  on  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Inverness,  moved  a  new  clause  standing 
on  the  Paper  which  he  understood  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  prepared  to 
accept. 

Clause  (Power  to  local  authority  to 
regulate  use  of  roads). 

''In  the  case  of  a  pablic  road  or  part  of  a  public 
road  which  in  of  a  less  width  than  twenty  feet, 
the  Council  of  any  County  or  County  Borough 
may  with  the  consent  of  the  Local  (rovemment 
Board  make  such  regulations  in  regard  to  the 
use  of  such  road  or  part  of  a  road  by  motor-cars 
as  they  may  consider  desirable  ;  and  the  Council 
of  any  Couiity  or  County  Borough  may  with  such 
consent  schedule  certain  roads  as  unsuitable  for 
motor  traffic,  and  may  issue  regulations  pro- 
hibiting motor  traffic  on  such  roads." — (Mr,  Luke 
White.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first    time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  had  not 
agreed  to  accept  this.  What  he  had  said 
was  that  he  would  consider  words  to  be 
brought^  up  on  Report  dealing  with  so 
much  of  the  question  as  he  thought  ought 
to  be  dealt  with. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU,  on  behalf  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Southport,  moved  a 
new  clause — "  Mode  of  Summons."  He 
said  it  was  simply  to  prevent  persons 
frivolously  taking  out  summonses. 

Clause  (Mode  of  Summons). 

*•  No  summons  shall  be  issued  against  any 
person  for  an  offence  under  this  Act  except  upon 
an  information  in  writing  signed  by  the  com- 
plainant and  countersigned  by  the  clerk  to  the 
justices,  and  no  summons  shall  be  issued  by  a 
justice  or  justices  except  during  the  sessions  of 
the  petty  sessional  Court."  —  (Mr,  Scott- 
Montagu.) 


Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time.**^ 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  did  not  think 
the  clause  would  give  any  such  security 
as  the  hon.  Member  desired.  There  was- 
no  reason  why  these  cases  should  be 
dealt  with  other  than  in  the  ordinary 
way. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  that  if  the  clause 
were  adopted  it  would  ensure  that  there 
was  some  sort  of  a  case  for  a  summons. 

Mr.  SEELY  thought  that  if  there  was^ 
no  legal  objection  to  the  clause  it  would 
be  advisable  to  insert  it. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  there  wa^ 
a  strong  legal  objection  to  providing  a 
special  procedure  for  these  cases. 

Mr.  MURRAY  said  it  could  hardly  be^ 
held  that  these  cases  were  not  exceptional;^ 
the  whole  Bill  was  exceptional. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  said  that 
something  ought  to  be  done  in  the 
direction  suggested,  otherwise  motorists 
would  have  people  calling  at  their  houses 
and  threatening  to  take  out  summonses 
unless  they  were  given  money. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  that  it  was  only 
reasonable  that  a  man  should  bring  his 
grievance  into  open  Court,  and  bring  it 
within  a  reasonable  time.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  the  Gtovernment  would  not 
accept  this  Amendment. 


I     Question  put. 
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"The  Committee  divided:  Ayes,  19;  Noes  89."   (Division  List  No.  249.) 


Allhasen,AuguBtuBH'nryEden 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R .  ( Christch, ) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Greene,  Raymond-  {(Jamba.) 
Harms  worth,  R.  Leicester 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 


AYES. 

Jones,  Wm.  {Carnarvonshire) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Montagu,  G.  {Huntirwdon) 
Murray,  Charlfs  J.  {Uoventry) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Riokett,  J.  Compton 
Sandy8,Lieut.  -Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Sinclair,  Louis  {Romford) 


Stanley,  Hon.  k,  (Ormskirk) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thomp8on,Dr.  ^Q{MonagKnN 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes- 
Mr.    Scott- Montagu   and 
Mr.  Charles  Seely. 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwri^t,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  ^.{ManW 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
31nndell,  Oolonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
Bull,  William  James 
3urdett-CouttB,  W. 
Caldwell,  James 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  {Derhysh. 
Ohamberlain,Rt.Hn. J  A  {Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Compton.  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbctt,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg.) 
Corbefct.  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 
Craig,CharlesCurtis(^  ntrim,S, 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith.  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doogan,  P.  C 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 

Clause  (Duration)  :— 

"This  Act  shall  continue  in  force  till  the 
thirty -first  day  of  December,  nineteen  hundred 
and  six,  and  no  longer,  unless  Parliament 
shall  otherwise  determine."— (3fr.  Murray,) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^*That  the  tclause  be  read  a  second 
i;ime." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  (Exemptions)  :— 

•♦  A  medical  man  driving  a  motor-car  or 
cycle  for  the  purpose  of  attending  a  patient 
who  is  in  urgent  need  of  his  assistance  shall 
not  be  liable  to  any  penalties  for  exceeding  the 
limit  of  speed  provided  under  this  Act.  "—(ilfr. 
Scott-Montagu.) 


NOES. 
Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fielden.  Edwiard  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Qalloway.  William  Johnson 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonderry,  S.) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leish 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Horniman.  Frederick  John 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  lOkugoie 
Lawrence,  Sir  Jos.  {MonmHh) 
La wson,  John  Gran t(  Yorks^NB 
LawsoD.Sir  Wilfrid  {Comtoall) 
^fSS^*  CoL  Hon.  HeDeaee 
Leveson-Gtewer,  Fredk.  N.  8. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  {Bristol,  S. 
Lucas,  Reginald  J .  {Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Oumjning 
M'Arthur,  William  {Cornwall 
MoBP,  Samuel 

Mnrray,Rt -E[n  AGraharo  (^ii^« 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Killenny) 
Percy,  Earl 
Platt-Higgins,  Fi-ederick 


Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Ldw. 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Rigs,  Richard 

Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  [Eifion) 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Samuel,  Herbert  {Cleveland) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  {Strand 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lancashire) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (ChichesUr) 
T&\hoUB,tnn.J.G.{Oxf  dUniv, 
Tomlinson.  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Weir,  Jamed  Galloway 
White,  Luke  {York,  E.R.) 
Whiteley,  'R.{Aehton-u.'Lyne^ 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland  - 
Hood  and  Mr.  Austmther. 


Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  hoped 
his  hon.  friend  would  not  press  this 
clause.  The  average  medical  man  using 
his  own  car  would  be  in  his  own  district 
and  would  be  the  last  person  the  authori- 
ties would  think  of  proceeding  against. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  he 
founded  this  proposal  upon  several  cases 
where  doctors  h^  been  called  upon  to 
attend  urgent  ca^.      and  were  summoned 
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9r\  ^  actually  fined  for  driving  too  fast.  He 
thought  that  was  a  very  hard  case.  He 
had  received  letters  from  a  number  of 
doctors  upon  this  point. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  he 
had  a  new  clause  to  propose  as  follows  : 
"  That  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  apply  to 
the  present  Prime  Minister."  (Laughter.) 

Bill  reported,  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  317.] 

RAILWAYS  (ELECTRICAL  POWER)  BILL 
Read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


SOUTH    AFRICAN     LOAN    AND    WAR 
CONTRIBUTION  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


NAVY     AND     ARMY     EXPENDITURE, 
1901-2. 

Resolutions  reported. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Navy 
Appropriation  Account  for  the  year  ended 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1902,  and  the 
statement  appended  thereto,  as  follows, 
viz. :—-(«.)  That  the  gross  expenditure 
for  certain  Navy  Services  exceeded  the 
estimate  of  such  exp>,nditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £205,224  2s.  6d.,  as  shown  in 
column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto 
appended ;  while  the  gross  expenditure 
for  other  Navy  Services  fell  short  of  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £220,819  4s.  "d.,  as  shown  in 
Column    No.  2  of    '      ^aid    appended 

VOL.  CXXVIL    \       ;tr  Series.] 


Schedule,  so  that  the  gross  actual  ex- 
penditure for  the  whole  of  the  Navy 
expenditure  by  the  net  sum  of 
£15,595  Is.  7d. ;  {b.)  That  the  receipts 
in  aid  of  certain  Grants  for  Navy 
Services  fell  short  of  the  total  estimated 
receipts  by  the  sum  of  £89,584  Os.  lid., 
as  shown  in  column  No.  3  of  the  said 
appended  Schedule,  while  the  receipts 
in  aid  of  other  Navy  Services  exceeded 
Services  fell  short  of  the  gross  estimated 
the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by  a  total 
sum  of  £168,173  16s.  8d.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  4  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule,  so  that  the  total  actual  receipts 
in  aid  of  the  Grants  for  Navy  Services 
exceeded  the  total  estimated  receipts  by 
the  net  sum  of  £78,589  15s.  9d.; 
(c.)  That  the  resulting  differences  between 
the  Exchequer  Grants  for  Navy  Services 
and  the  net  expenditure  are  as  follows^ 
viz. : — 


Total  Surpluses 
Total  Deficits 


£        s.    d. 
275,779     5  11 

181,594    8     7 


Net  Surplus    -    £94,184  17     4 


And  whereas  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  have 
temporarily  authorised  the  application^ 
in  reduction  of  the  net  charge  on  Ex- 
chequer Grants  for  certain  Navy  Services,, 
of  the  whole  of  the  sums  received  iu 
excess  of  the  estimated  Appropriations- 
in-Aid,  in  respect  of  the  same  services; 
and  have  also  temporarily  authorised  tho 
application  of  so  much  of  the  said  total 
suipluses  on  certain  Grants  for  Navy 
Services  as  is  necessary  to  cover  the  said 
total  deficits  on  other  Grants  for  Navy 
Services. 


S 
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Number  of 
Vote. 


■9 
10 


12 
13 


14 


15 


iSea  1 
Sec.  2 
Sec  8 


Navy  Services,  1901-1902. 
Votea. 


Wages,  Ac  of  Offlcert,  Seamen, 
and  Boys,  Coast  Guard,  and 
Boyal  Marines 

Victualling  and  Clothing  for 
UwNavy  ..        .. 

Medical  Establisliments  and 
Services 

MartialLaw       

Educational  Services    . . 

Scientific  Services 

Boyal  Naval  Reserve    .. 

SblpbuUding,  ftepalrs.  Main- 
tenance, AC 

Personnel 

Materiel       

Contract  Work 

Naval  Armaments 

Works,  Buildings,  and  Repairs 
at  Home  and  Abroad 

Miscellaneous  Effective  Ser- 
vices        

Admiralty  Office 

Half-Fay,  Reserved  and  Retired 
P^y        

Naval  and  Marine  Pensions, 
Gratuities,  and  Compassion- 
ate Allowances 

Civil  Pensions  and  Gratuities 

Amount  written  off  as  irre- 
coverable          


Gross  Expenditure. 


Excesses  of 
Actual  over 

Estimated 

Gross 
Expenditure. 

1. 


£     a    d. 

39,328  19    8 
3,740    7    6 

92i  10    3 
74t    5  10 


18,822  18    5 
86,826  19    8 


35,940    0    9 
4,976    6    7 


6,314  19    7 
3,704  13  11 


3,897    0  10 


I     206,224    2    6 


Surpluses  of 
Estimated 
over  Actual 

Gross 
Expenditure. 


Approprlatious-in-Aid. 


a   d. 


11,570    2    0 

6,88i  16    6 

46,773  16  10 


77,974  16    9 
24,989  10    0 

38,824  12  9 


16,364  11    4 


Deficiencies 

of  actual  as 

compared  with 

Estimated 

Receipts. 


220,819    4    1 


Net  Surplus,  £16,696    1    7 


£      8.    d. 
6,168  16  10 

'2  14    8 

36,866  10  11 

44,320    6  10 
824  12    0 


1,445  12    0 
12    6  11 


Surpluses 

of  Actual  as 

compared  with 

Estimated 

Receipta 


a  d. 


13,763 
503 


3,247 
82 


70,164 
57,440 
22,052 


19    1 


10   2 
4    6 


1    5 
14    4 


3    1 
7    1 


0    0 
7    3 


6    9   9 


89,684    0  11       168,173  16    8 


Surplus  surrendered  to  the  Exchequer 


Net  Surplus,  £78,589  15    9 
£94,184  17    4 


Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Army  Ap- 
propriation Account  for  the  year  ended 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1902,  and  the 
statement  appended  thereto,  as  follows, 
viz.  : — (a.)  That  the  gross  expenditure 
for  certain  Army  Services  exceeded  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £4,796,909  Us.  lid.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  1  of  the  Schedule  hereto 
appended ;  while  the  gross  expenditure 
for  other  Army  Services  fell  short  of  the 
estimate  of  such  expenditure  by  a  total 
sum  of  £2,923,978  78.  2d.,  as  shown  in 
Column  No.  2  of  the  said  appended 
Schedule;  so  that  the  gross  actual  ex- 
penditure for  the  whole  of  the  Army 
Services  exceeded  the    gross   estimated 


expenditure  by  the  not  sum  of 
£1,872,931  7s.  9d. ;  (6.)  That  the  re- 
ceipts in  aid  of  certain  Army  Services  fell 
short  of  the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by 
a  total  sum  of  £235,231  13s.  6d.,  as 
shown  in  Column  No.  3  of  the  said 
appended  Schedule ;  while  the  receipts 
in  aid  of  other  Army  Services  ex- 
ceeded the  estimate  of  such  receipts  by 
a  total  sum  of  £2,362,289  3s.  8d.,  as- 
shown  in  Column  No.  4  of  the  said  ap- 
pended Schedule ;  so  that  the  total  actual 
receipts  in  aid  of  the  grants  for  Army 
Services  exceeded  the  total  estimated 
receipts  by  the  net  sum  of  £2,127,057 
lOs.  2d.;  (c.)  That  the  resulting  differences 
between  the  Exchequer  Grants  for  Army 
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Services  and  the  net  expenditure  are  a» 

follows,  viz. : — 

£  s.  d. 
Total  Surpluses  -  3,773,058  9  4 
Total  Deficits      -     3,518,932     6  11 


Net  Surplus     -    X254,126 


And  whereas  by  a  Vote  of  Parliament 
during  the  present  Session  (House  of 
Commons  Paper,  No.  255,  of  1903)  a 
further  sum  of  .£100  has  been  granted 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  year  1901-2 
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and  the  appropriation  of  additional 
receipts  in  aid  of  such  expenditure  has 
been  sanctioned  to  the  amount  of 
iei,872,831  7s.  9d. 

And  whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  have  tem- 
porarily authorised  the  application  of  so 
much  of  the  said  total  surpluses  on 
certain  Grants  for  Army  Services  as  is 
necessary  to  cover  the  said  total  deficits 
on  other  Grants  for  Army  Services. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  application  of 
such  sums  be  sanctioned. 


Schedule. 


^ 


Army  Services,  1901-1902. 
Vote*. 


2 
3 

4 
6 
6 
7 
? 
9 

10 

11 
12 
IS 

14 
IS 

le 


Pay,  «bc.,  of  Army  (Geueral  SUff,  Begl 

mentiL  Reaenre,  and  Departments) 
Medical  Establishments :  Pay,  ftc. 
Militia  •  Pay,  Bonnty,  Ac. 
Yeomanry  Cavalry:  Fay  and  Allowaneee 
Volunteer  Corps:  Pay  and  Allowaaoes 
Transport  and  Remounts 
Provisions,  Forage,  and  other  Supplies 
Clothing  Establishments,  and  Services 
Warlike  and  other  Stores  :  Supply  and 

Repair  •»  «» 

Works,    Buildings,   and  Repairs :    Cost, 

including  Stan  (or  Engineer  Services 
Establishments  for  Military  Education 
Miscellaneous  Effective  Services. . 
War  Office :  Salaries  and  Miscellaneous 

Charges 
Non-effective  Charges  for  Officers,  Ac. 
Non-effective  Charges  for  Men,  &c. 
Superannuation.  (x>mpen8ation,   &  Com 

passionate  Allowances 

Balances  irrecoverable    . . 


Add  Excess  Vote 


Orosfl  Expenditure. 


Excesses  of 

Actual  over 

Estimated^ 

Gross 

Expenditure. 

1. 


Surpluses  of 

Estimated 

over  Actual 

Gross 
Expenditure. 

2. 


£       s.    d. 

089,068    5    6 
99,267    3    7 


2,285,301  19    3 
1,506376  16    0 


41,394    3  9 

54,446*  5  8 

24,676  10  0 

81,166*  9  4 

1,565    3  1 

13,145  18  9 


4,796,909  14  11 


s.    d. 


1,066,248  1  8 
141,624  16  8 
24,276  14    2 


160^)2  17    8 
1,110,777  16  11 

6,188*  4    0 
414,059*  16    6 


2,923,978    7    2 
100    0    0 


Appropriations-iii-Aid. 


Deficiencies  of 
Actual  as 

compared  with 
Estimated 
Receipts. 


£       s.    d. 

227,385    3    1 

7,802*  5    5 


Surpluses  of 

Actual  as 

compared  with 

Estimated 

Keceipts. 


8.    d. 


2,770    9    3 


0    6 

1,275  12 

168,046    2 

1,168,151  11 

79,147  18 


44    5    0 


235,281  13    6 


4,796,909  14  n     2,924,078    7    2 


878,456  18  6 

33395  11  6 

3314  16  11 

425,727  14  f 

815  16  4 

28,207    5  8 

77,778  19  9 


2362,289    3    S 


Net  Deficit,  £1,872,831    7    9 


285331  13    6     2362389    3    8 
Net  Surplns;'j2, 127,057  10    2 

Net  Surplus  ...  £264,226    2    5 


Resolutions  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  WORKS  BILL. 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  EXPENSES  BILL. 

Bead  the  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday  next. 


SUPPLY  [3bd  August,  Evjsning  Sitting]. 
Besolutions  reported. 


ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1903.4. 

1.  "That  the  sum,  not  exceeding 
£530,000  be  wanted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  cnarge  for  the  pay,  etc,  of 
the  medical  establishment,  and  for 
Medicines,  etc,  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  Aiarch,  1904." 

2.  "That  the  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,838,000  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  charge  for  transport  and 


Digitized  by  V3 


uogle 


527 


Adjournment 


{COMMONS} 


of  the  Uoit^i'. 


52$ 


remounts,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1904." 

3,  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,822,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  charge  for  clothing  estab- 
lishments and  services,  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,1904." 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE  DE- 
PARTMENTS  (SUPPLEMENTARY ) 
ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 

Class  VII. 

4.  •*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8,000, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  a  grant  in 
aid  of  the  expenses  incuned  in  connec- 
tion with  the  visit  of  the  President  of 
the  French  Republic  in  England  in  July, 
1903." 

5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding£  123,334, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
3lBt  day  of  March.  1904,  for  the  Ire- 
land Development  Grant  (Grant-inAid). 

ARMY  (EXCESSES),  1901-2. 

6.  **That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £100, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  make 
good  excesses  of  Army  expenditure 
beyond  the  grants,  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1902." 

Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 

First  two  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Third  Resolution  postponed. 

Subsequent  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Po8tpo;ied  Resolution  to  be  considered 
upon  Monday  next. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES  BILL  [LORDS]. 


Consideted  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment;  to  be  read  the 
third  time  upon  Monday  next. 

ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS)  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without    Amendment;    to  l»e    read  the 
third  time  upon  Monday  next. 

SHEEP   SCAB    BILL. 
As  amended   (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered ;  to  be  read  the  third 
time  upon  Monday  next. 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered ;  Bill  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

TOWN    COUNCILS   (SCOTLAND)    BILL, 
As  amended  (by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee), considered;  Bill  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

MARRIAGES  LEGALISATION  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered  ;  Bill  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

GREENWICH  HOSPITAL. 
Resolved,  That  the  Statement  of  the 
estimated  expenditure  of  Greenwich 
Hospital  and  of  Travers'  Foundation  for 
the  year  1903-4  be  approved.  —  (iff. 
Predjmun.) 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Kesolved,    That    this   House,    at   the 
rising  of  the  House  this  day,  do  adjourn 
till  Monday  next.— (^S'tV  A,  Adand-Hood.) 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
of  the  House  of  the  28th  day  of  July,. 
Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  with- 
out Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before 
Three  o'clock  a.m.  till  Mon- 
day next. 
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VRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tram- 
ways feill.  Read  3a,  with  the  Amend- 
ments, and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons. 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bury 
and    District    Joint    Water    Board  Bill 

(H.L.];  Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich 
Tramways  Bill  [h.L;];  Salford  Corpora- 
tion Bill  [H.L.];  Shropshire  and 
Worcestershire  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments. 


PETITIONS, 


5  ARMY. 

I  Petition  against  putting  any  part  of 
^  the  cost  of  troops  in  South  Africa  on  the 
^  Indian  revenue;  of  Indians  resident  in 
"S  London,  &c. ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
i  on  the  Table. 

CO 

«  HIS  HIGHNESS  MAHENDRA 

'^         MAHARAZA  MADHAVA  SINGH. 

Petition  for  redress  of  grievances ;  of 
His  Highness  Mahendra  Maharaza 
Mdahava  Singh,  de  jure  Ruling  Chief  of 
Panna,  in  Central  India;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

TRADE  REPORTS— ANNUAL  SERIES. 

No.  3056.  France  (Lyons,  St.  Etionne, 
and  Grenoble);  No.  3057.  Portugal 
(Madeira). 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERIES. 

No.  595.  Report  on  the  German 
Veterinary  High  Schools. 

SECONDARY  EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Report   for    the    year  1903,    by    Sir 
Henry  Craik.  K.C.B. 

COLONIAL  CONFERENCE,  1902. 
Correspondence  relating   to    the  pro- 
posed publication  of  the  Report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Colonial  Conference 
in  London  in  1902. 

VOL.  CXXVII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION. 

Statistics  of  proceedings  under  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Acts,  1897 
and  1900,  and  the  Employers  Liability 
Act,  1880,  during  the  year  1902. 

COAL  SUPPLIES  (ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

First  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of 
the  coal  resources  of  the  United 
Kingdom — 

Vol.  I.— Report. 

Vol.  IL — Minutes  of  Evidence  and 
Appendix. 

Vol.  III. — Supplement. 

STATISTICS. 

Statistical  abstract  for  the  United 
Kingdom  in  each  of  the  last  fifteen  years 
from  1888  to  1902.     Fiftieth  number. 

Statistical  abstract  for  the  Colonial  and 
other  Possessions  of  the  United  Kingdom 
in  each  of  the  last  fifteen  years  from 
1888  to  1902.     Fortieth  number. 

Statistical  tables  relating  to  the 
Colonial  and  other  Possessions  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Part  XXVL,  for  the 
year  1901. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (PRO- 
CEEDINGS). 

Return  for  the  month  of  March  1903  ; 
Return  for  the  month  of  April  1903. 
Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS  (CON- 
DITIONAL  LICENCE). 

Licence  granted  to  Michael  Connell,  a 
convict,  to  which  are  annexed  conditions 
other  than  those  contained  in  Schedule 
A  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Act,  1864. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1897. 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  Scotland  constituting  the  local 
authority  for  the  burgh  of  Glasgow,  the 
Port  Local  Authority  of  the  Port  of 
Glasgow. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RAILWAYS  (ELECTRICAL  POWER) 
BILL. 

Read  l'^ ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be 
read  2*  to-morrow. — (Tlie  L<yrd  JVolverton). 
(No.  202.) 

T 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  LOAN  AND  WAR 
CONTRIBUTION  BILL. 

Read  1* ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be 
read  2*  to-morrow. — {The  Dvke  of  Marl- 
boi'&ugh.)    (No.  203.) 

MILITARY  WORKS  BILL. 

Read  I' ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be 
read  2*  to-morrow. — {The  Earl  of  Hard- 
vncke.)    (No.  204.) 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
Read   !•;  to  be   printed;  and  to  be 
read  2»  to-morrow. — {The  Lord  President) 
{D.  Devonshire  )    (No.  205.) 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 

(No.  206). 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 

(No.  207).    ' 

Read  1*;  to  be  printed;  and  to  be 
read  2*  to-morrow.— (TAe  Lord  Balfour.) 

MARRIAGES  LEGALISATION  BILL. 

Read  1*;  to  be  printed;  and  to  be 
read  2»  to-morrow. — {The  Lord  Belper%) 
(No.  208.) 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Standing    Order   No.    XXXIX.   con- 
sidered (according  to  .order),  and  sus- 
pended for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

THE    RETURN    OF    KANAKAS    FROM 
AUSTRALIA. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  My  noble 
friend  Lord  Ribblesdale  had  promised  to 
ask  the  Question  standing  on  the  Paper 
in  the  name  of  Lord  Lammgton,  and  he, 
in  his  turn,  owing  to  his  inability  to  be 
present,  has  passed  it  on  to  me.  I  beg, 
on  behalf  of  Lord  Lamington,  to  ask  His 
Majesty's  Government  whether  a  copy 
of  the  regulations  issued  to  secure  the 
safe  return  from  Australia  of  Kanakas  to 
the  South  Sea  Islands  cannot  now  be  laid 
on  the  Table  of  the  House. 


The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY FOR  THE  COLONIES  (The 
Duke  of  Marlborough)  :  My 
Lords,  under  the  terms  of  the  Pacific 
Islands  Labourers  Act  the  immigration  of 
Kanakas  into  Queensland  from  the 
Pacific  Islands  is  automatically  restricted. 
I  gather  from  the  Question  of  the  noble 
liOrd  that  it  is  to  those  Kanakas  who 
have  remained  in   Queensland  for  many 
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years  that  he  especially  refers.  Apparently 
there  are  between  3,000  and  5,000  of 
them,  and  the  part  of  the  Act  which 
deals  with  them  does  not  come  into 
operation  until  1907,  and  they  cannot 
be  deported  from  Queensland  until  that 
year.  In  the  meantime,  the  Governor- 
General  of  Australia  is  empowered  to 
draw  up  regulations  for  the  deportation  of 
these  Kanakas.  These  regulations  have 
to  be  laid  before  the  Australian  Houses 
of  Parliament  or  they  have  to  appear 
in  the  Gazette,  No  regulations  have  been 
received  by  His  Majesty's  Government, 
and,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  none  have 
been  issued.  But  owing  to  the  great 
interest  which  the  noble  Lord  who  put 
this  Question  on  the  Paper  takes  in  this 
question,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  has  no  objection  to  communi- 
cating with  the  Governor-General  of 
Australia,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  any  regulations  have  been  drawn 
up,  and,  if  not,  when  they  are  likely  to 
be  drawn  up,  and  of  asking  to  be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  such  regulations  as  soon  as 
thev  have  been  issued  and- laid  before 
both   Houses  of  the  Australian  Parlia- 


ment. 

I  mi^ht,  perhapis,  add,  m  order  to  set 
the  noble  Lord's  mind  at  rest,  and  remove 
any  apprehension  he  may  have  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  these  Kanakas  will  be 
treated,  that  only  recently  we  received 
from  the  High  Commissioner  of  the 
Western  Pacific  a  despatch  in  which  he 
stated  that  the  Australian  Government 
had  assured  him  that,  although  they 
had  power  under  the  Pacific  Islands 
Labourers  Act  to  deport  these  Kanakas, 
they  had  no  desire  to  do  so  in  such  a 
way  as  to  cause  them  any  great  incon- 
venience. This  view  of  the  High 
Commissioner  is  thoroughly  endorsed 
by  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Deakin,  copies 
of  which  have  already  been  laid  before 
your  Lordships'  House  in  the  papers 
connected  with  the  Pacific  Islands 
Labourers  Act.  In  his  despatch  Mr. 
Deakin  distinctly  stated  that»  although 
the  Australian  Government  consider  the 
retention  of  4,000  or  5,000  of  these 
Kanakas  less  serious  than  their  constant 
emigration  into  Queensland,  yet  at 
the  same  time  their  retention  is  un- 
doubtedly contrary  to  the  principle  of  a 
**  white  Australia."  He  went  on  further 
to  add  that  it  was  not  part  of  the  policy 
of  Parliament  to  deal  hardly  with  these 
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Kanakas;  but  that  on  the  contrary,  when 
deportation  was  found  to  be  necessary, 
it  would  be  accomplished  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  ensure  their  safety  and 
welfare. 

Noble  Lords  opposite  are  well  aware 
that  this  question  of  Pacific  Island 
labour  has  excited  a  considerable  amount 
of  interest  in  Australia,  and  when  the 
Pacific  Islands  Labourers  Bill  was  brought 
before  the  Australian  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment last  year  its  principle  was  endorsed 
by  both  Parties  in  the  State  without  a 
division.  The  only  difference  of  opinion 
which  existed  at  all  was,  as  to  the  time 
which  should  be  allowed  to  elapse  when 
employment  of  Kanakas  should  be  en- 
tirely done  away  with.  Last  year  the 
Colonial  OflSce  suggested  to  the  Governor- 
General  of  Australia  that  he  should  put 
himself  in  communication  with  the 
Commissioner  of  the  New  Hebrides  and 
the  Resident  Commissioner  of  the  Solo- 
mon Islands,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 
whether  they  would  be  prepared,  when 
the  time  came  for  these  Kanakas  to  be 
deported,  to  receive  them  in  their 
Islands.  The  Commissioner  of  the  New 
Hebrides  has  recently  visited  Queensland 
for  the  purpose  of  becoming  more 
acquainted  with  the  Kanakas,  and  with 
a  view  to  making  arrangements  frr 
their  deportation  to  his  Islands ;  and,  in 
addition,  the  Resident  Commissioner  of 
the  Solomon  Islands  has  promised  that 
he  will  receiver  them  into  his  Islands 
when  the  occasion  occurs. 

I  have  only  mentioned  these  facts  in 
order  to  remind  your  Lordships  of  the 
attitude  of  the  Australian  GU)vernment 
towards  these  Kanakas.  While  the  Aus- 
tralian GU)vernment  hold  to  the  principle 
of  removing  the  South  Sea  Island  labourers 
from  Australian  territory,  at  the  same  time 
they  desire  to  do  so  in  a  manner  which 
will  be  both  humane  and  conducive  to  the 
well-being  of  the  Kanakas.  We  know 
also  that  the  Colonial  Ofl&ce  have  not  been 
unmindful  of  the  welfare  of  the  Kanakas, 
from  the  fact  that  they  only  recently 
communicated  with  the  Governor-General 
of  Australia  on  this  matter.  I  think, 
therefore,  we  may  assume  that,  when  the 
regulations  which  the  noble  Lord  refers  to 
are  drawn  up  and  issued  by  the  Governor- 
General  of  Australia,  it  will  be  found  that 
they  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  ensure  the 
safety,  well-being,  and  future  security  of 


the  Kanakas  when  they  have  to  be  re- 
moved from  Australian  territory. 

Lord  STANMORE  :  Do  I  understand 
the  noble  Duke  to  say,  with  regard  to 
that  large  body  of  Kanakas,  or  so-called 
Kanakas,  who  have  married  and  settled  in 
Queensland,  many  of  whom  have  been 
born  there,and  who  are  practically  civilised, 
that  none  of  them  will  be  removed  from 
Queensland  for  the  next  four  years,  and 
that  then  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Queens- 
land Government  when  the  roots  they 
have  already  struck  in  the  Colony  are 
more  deeply  seated,  to  deport  these  semi- 
civilised  subjects  to  the  South  Sea 
Islands  1 

The  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH: 
Perhaps  I  ought  to  have  explained  that 
there  is  a  clause  in  the  Pacific  Islands 
Labourers  Act  the  operation  of  which  is 
such  as  to  enable  all  Kanakas  who  had 
been  in  Queensland  prior  to  1879  to  re- 
main there.  They  do  not  come  under 
the  operation  of  the  Act. 

POACHING  IN  IRELAND. 
♦Lord  ARDILAUN:  My  Lords,  in 
recent  years  the  take  of  fish  in  many 
rivers  in  Ireland  has  seriously  de- 
clined, and  those  best  qualified  to 
judge  attribute  this  largely  to  poach- 
inK.  The  object  of  all  connected  with 
fisheries  is  to  put  down  poaching,  which 
is  very  common  in  Ireland  To  ieffect 
this  is  exceedingly  difficult  and  expensive, 
entailing  night  watching  in  sufficient  force, 
as  the  poachers  go  m  strong  parties. 
They  are  only  caught  in  a  very  small 
percentage  of  cases,  but  when  caught  the 
poacher  is  tried  by  the  Petty  Sessions 
Court,  As  to  the  procedure,  I  will  quote 
the  words  of  a  well-known  legal  authority : 

**  If  the  poacher  is  an  old  bird  who  has  been 
up  many  times  before  and  knows  the  ropes,  he 
will  appeal  from  the  Petty  Sessions  to  (the 
Quarter  Sessions.  From  the  Quarter  Sessions, 
where  counsel  has  been  employed  on  both  sides, 
he  will  appeal  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  and 
when  his  line  has  been  remitted  he  has  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  his  prosecutors 
have  been  doubly  mulcted  in  costs,  and  that 
they  are  not  likely  to  interfere  with  his  lucra- 
tive pursuit  for  a  considerable  time  to  come." 

The  procedure,  inasmuch  as  its  abuse  de- 
feats the  whole  object  of  the  fishery  laws,  is 
of  some  little  interest.  When  a  convic- 
tion has  been  obtained  at  the  Petty  Ses- 
sions, the  defendant,  if  he  does  not  appeal 
to  a  higher  Court,  sends  his  memorial , 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


555 


Poaching 


{LORDS} 


in  Ireland, 


536 


wgned  either  by  himself  or  by  persons 
living  in  the  district,  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, giving  the  reasons  why  he  con- 
tidcvs  he  is  entitled  to  a  mitigation  of 
the  penalty.  He  may  plead  poverty  (the 
piofessional  poacher  seldom  omits  this 
plea),  or  that  it  was  his  first  conviction, 
or  tie  may  absolutely  deny  the  truth  of 
the  charge.  The  memorial  is  forwarded 
from  the  Chief  Secretary's  oflBce  to  the 
Fishery  Branch  of  the  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  who  in  their  turn 
send  a  form  to  the  Board  of  Fishery  Con- 
servators containing  questions  relating  to 
the-  case.  The  secretary  of  the  board 
answers  these  questions,  and  gives  in  addi- 
tion the  opinion  of  the  conservators  as  to 
whether  the  fine  should  be  remitted  or 
reduced.  Nothing  further  is  heard  of 
the  matter  until  the  result  of  His  Excel- 
lency's opinion  as  to  whether  the  fine 
should  be  remitted  or  not  is  made  known. 
In  the  vast  majority  of  cases  the  fines  are 
reduced  to  a  nominal  amount.  In  many 
cases  they  are  remitted  altogether.  And 
so  in  this  way  a  slap  in  the  face  is  ad- 
ministered to  the  Board  of  Conservators 
or  the  riparian  owner,  or  whoever  prose- 
cuted, for  spending  large  sums  of  money 
ia  interfering  with  the  liberty  of  poachers 
and  others  to  destroy  spawning  fish  and 
ta  deplete  our  rivers,  an  industry  which 
the  Fishery  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  successive  Lords-Lieutenant 
appear  anxious  to  enoourage. 

Allow  me  to  give  your  Lordships  an  in- 
stance of  which  I  have  personal  know- 
ledge. On  October  18th,  1899,  a  certain 
Patrick  Walsh  was  fined  £1  at  Maam 
Petty  Sessions  and  ordered  to  pay  2s.  6d. 
co6t&  in  two  separate  cases.  The  de- 
fendant appealed  to  the  Oughterard 
Quarter  Sessions,  held  on  January  16th, 
1 900,  where  the  magistrates*  orders  were 
confirmed.  The  usual  memorial  was  then 
sent  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  reduced 
both  fines  to  10s.  The  owner,  on  the 
other  hand,  had  the  following  little  bill  to 
settle :  Cost  of  submitting  case  for  advice 
and  opinion  of  counsel,  £4  17s.  4d.  ; 
solicitors'  costs  for  attending  Maam  Petty 
Sessions  three  times  and  Oughterard 
Quarter  Sessions  once,  £19 ;  witnesses' 
expenses  for  attending  Maam  Petty  Ses- 
sions three  times  and  Oughterard  Quarter 
Sessions  once,  £4;  total,  £27  17s.  4d. 
In  this,  as  in  nearly  every  case,  the 
poacher  distinctly  scores.  A  fine  of 
£2  or  £3,  even  if  he  had  to  pay  it,  would 

Lord  Ardiluu/rit 


not,  in  view  of  the  expenses  involved  in 
prosecuting  him,  deter  him  from  con- 
tinuing his  paying  pursuit.  I  could  quote 
many  similar  cases  to  your  Lordships. 

Then  there  is  the  class  of  cases  in  which, 
when  convicted  by  either  or  both  Courts, 
the  poacher  declines  to  pay  the  fine  and 

foes  to  prison,  and  appeals  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant.  Such  a  case  is  that  of  James 
Hanrahan,  of  Limerick  district.  He  was 
fined  £4  for  spearing  spawning  salmon  in 
January  of  this  year.     The  order  came— 

"His  Excellency  decides  that  he  be  dis- 
charged from  prison." 

These  modes  of  dealing  with  convicted 
poachers  are  most  unfair  and  unjust  to 
those  endeavouring  to  improve  fisheries, 
give  employment,  and  increase  the  food 
supply,  and  involve  a  three-fold  injury— 
the  destruction  of  millions  of  ova,  direct 
money  loss  to  the  Board  of  Conservators 
which  cripples  their  action,  and  the  re- 
duction of  half  the  penalties  given  to  the 
bailiffs;  and,  I  may  add,  it  demoralises 
and  discourages  the  watchers.  In  the  last 
seven  years,  in  the  Limerick  district,  the 
fines  inflicted  by  the  magistrates  amounted 
to  £1,352.  On  application  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  these  fines  were  reduced  to 
£289,  and  the  costs  of  solicitors  amounted 
to  £166,  and  of  witnesses  to  £85,  so  that, 
in  all,  the  Board  lost  during  those  seven 
years  £1,458  by  direct  remissions  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant. 

If  the  administration  of  the  law  is  thus 
to  be  paraljfsed,  there  dwill  be  no  use  in 
prosecuting  poachers.  I  do  not  know 
who  advises  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  I  am 
not  making  any  attack  upon  him  per- 
sonally. I  am  only  referring  to  the 
great  injustice  which  is  perpetrated  in 
his  name.  We  all  knew  that  those  who 
occupy  the  position  of  Lord  Lieutenant 
are  always  men  of  high  position  and 
high  honour,  and  many  of  them,  no 
doubt,  hold  fisheries  of  their  own,  and  1 
am  sure  they  would  not  sanction  this 
laxity  against  Irish  owners  cf  fisheries. 
Possibly  the  person  who  advises  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  has  done  a  little  poach- 
ing in  his  own  day,  and  has  some 
sympathy,  therefore,  with  the  offenders 
I  hope  the  Government  will  grant 
the  Return.  If  we  had  the  Return 
in  the  form  in  which  I  ask  for  it, 
we  should  be  able  to  look  into  the 
matter   and    discuss  it?    with    complete 
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knowledge.  The  figures  I  haye,  only 
refer  to  two  or  three  districts.  The 
IJmerick  Board  have  declined  to  pro- 
secute any  more  poachers,  and  when- 
ever a  poacher  is  caught  and  his  name 
is  sent  to  the  Fishery  Board,  they  take 
no  action  in  the  mattei.     In  other  dis- 


tricts the  same  thing,  no  doubt,  obtain ^ 
I  trust  that  the  Return  will  be  granted, 
and  the  matter  thoroughly  inquired 
into. 

Moved — For  a  Return  in  the  foUowiag 
form : — 


FISHERY  RETURNS. 


District. 

Penalties. 

Petty 
Sessionp. 

Amounts 

of  Fines. 

in  eai'h 

Case. 

Soliritor»* 

CosU 

against 

Plaintiffs. 

Witnesses* 
Expense?. 

Reduced  c  m 

Memo)  iaJ 

to  Lord 

Lieutenants 

Summary,  showing  result  of  Columns. — (Lord  Ardilatm.) 


♦Lord  MASSY  :  My  Lords,  as  a  n  em- 
ber of  the  Limerick  Board  of  Conserva- 
tors, I  endorse  every  word  that  has 
fallen  from  my  noble  friend.  We  have 
1,200  miles  of  river  under  our  juris- 
diction, and  a  very  small  income  with 
which  to  safeguard  it.  The  total  amount 
of  income  is,  I  think,  j£2,500  a  year, 
which  is  derived  from  fishery  licences, 
the  fines  when  inflicted  and  enforced, 
some  few  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  a 
10  per  cent,  valuation  upon  the  fisheries 
of  riparian  owners.  With  that  limited 
income  and  1,200  miles  of  river  to  guard, 
we  can  only  afford  to  put  on  fifty 
bailiffs  in  the  open  time  and  140  in  the 
close  time.  It  is  very  hard  with  that 
number  of  bailiffs  to  catch  these 
poachers,  and  when  they  are  caught  it 
is  heartbreaking  to  find  that  nearly  all 
the  fines  are  remitted.  The  last  two 
cases  which,  so  to  speak,  broke  the  cameFs 
back,  occurred  on  a  tributary  of  the 
Shannon.  Two.  men  were  caught  spear- 
ing salmon  in  the  close  time  and  were 
fined  £4  each.  One  could  not  pay  and 
was  sent  to  gaol,  and  the  other  paid ; 
but  they  petitioned  the  Lord-Lieutenant, 
and  in  the  one  case  the  man  was 
ordered  to  be  released  from  gaol,  and  in 
the  other  the  fine  was  remitted.  A 
deadlock  has  now  arisen  between  the 
Limerick  Board  of  Conservators  and  the 
Fishery  Board.  As  we  refuse  to  prose- 
cute we  send  up  the  cases  to  the 
Fishery  Board,  and  they  reply  declining 
to  prosecute  also ;  so   that  the  poacher 


has  an  absolutely  free  and    unfettered 
handt 


I  *The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne)  :  My  Lords, 
I  regret  extremely  that  the  noble  Lord 
who  usually  represents  the  Irish  Office 
is  not  in  his  place  this  evening,  perhaps 

!  owing  to  the  fact  that  we  have  met  at 

I  an  unusual  hour,  or  because  the  absorb- 
ing nature  of  other  Irish  business  which 

'  has  engaged  us,  has  overshadowed  these 
comparatively  minor  matters.  But  I  may 

,  say,  in  reply  to  the  noble  Lord  who 
called  attention  to  this  subject,  that  I 
realise  as  fully  as  he  does  the  immense 

i  importance  of  protecting  the  Irish  sal- 
mon fisheries.  Indeed,  in  some  observa- 
tions I  made  the  other  evening  on  Clause 
13  of  the  Land  Bill,  I  stated  very  dis- 
tinctly what  my  feelings  were  on  the 
subject.  All  that  I  can  promise  the  noble 
Lord  is  that  I  will  bring  hisrepresentations 

,  to  the  attention  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment.   Whether  they  will  be  able  to  sup- 

\  ply  the  information  that  he  desires  in  the 
form  which  he  suggests  I  am,  of  course, 
not  able  to  say  without  further  advice  ; 
but  I  will  certainly  undertake  to*bringto 
the  knowledge  of  the  Irish  Government 
the  facts  and  the  figures  he  has  laid 
before  the  House. . 

♦Lord  ARDILAUN  :  I  beg  to  move 
for  the  Return  standing  in  my  name. 
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Thb  lord  chancellor  of 
IRELAND  (Lord  Ashbourne)  :  I  had 
hoped  that  the  noble  Lord  would 
have  acquiesced  in  the  remarks  made 
by  the  noble  Marquess  and  withdrawn 
his  Motion.  So  far  as  I  have  looked  at 
the  Return  on  the  Paper,  it  would  be 
quite  impossible  to  give  it.  There  is  no 
date,  and  it  would  be  blind  and  mislead- 
ing. It  asks  for  the  number  of  cases 
and  the  amounts  that  were  involved, 
but  nothing  would  be  more  misleading 
without  the  reasons  that  were  operating 
on  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  it  would  be 
quite  impossible  to  give  those  reasons. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  goes  into  the  cases 
with  great  care,  the  reports  of  the  magis- 
trates are  fully  considered,  and  every- 
thing is  weighed  and  balanced  before  any 
decision  is  arrived  at.  Without  indi- 
cating what  were  the  reasons,  which  it 
would  be  quite  impossible  to  give,  the 
Return  would  be  most  misleading.    . 

♦Lord  ARDILAUN  :  I  consent  to  my 
Motion  being  withdrawn  on  the  con- 
ditions mentioned  by  the  noble 
Marquess. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 


PATRIOTIC  FUND  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Thb  first  LORD  op  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (The  Earl  of  Selborne): 
My  Lords,  this  Bill  will,  I  hope,  close  the 
controversy  which  has  centred  round  the 
administration  of  the  Royal  Patriotic 
Fund.  It  establishes  a  body,  on  which 
every  county  and  county  borough  will  be 
represented,  to  deal  with  all  questions  of 
administration,  and  it  establishes  an 
e;cecutive  body  on  which  the  main  work 
will  devolve.  It  has,  I  think,  been  ac- 
cepted as  a  solution  of  the  question  by 
the  public  generally,  and  by  the  other 
House,  and  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
consent  to  pass  the  Bill.    ^^ 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»." 
-  (The  Earl  of  Selbmie.) 


The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
(TheEarlofMOBLEY):  My  Lords,  I  feel 
that  the  Bill  should  ^ot  be  read  a  second 
time  without  some  member  of  the  present 
Patriotic  Fund  Commission  saying  a 
word  or  two  upon  it.  Personally,  I  gladly 
welcome  the  introduction  of  this  Bill. 
I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  was  most 
desirable  that  locaUties  should  be  more 
distinctly  represented  on  the  Con:- 
mission,  and  I  sincerely  hope  and 
believe  that  a  body  constituted  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  this  Bill 
will  have  the  public  confidence,  and  will 
enable  large  funds  to  be  collected  for  the 
benefit  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
soldiers  and  sailors.  I  am  very  glad  to 
see  that  the  Lords-Lieutenant  of  counties 
have  been  introduced,  as  well  as  the 
chairmen  of  County  Councils,  and  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  since  the  Bill  was  read  a 
first  time  in  another  place,  provision  has 
been  made  to  constitute  local  committees 
to  manage  local  funds.  The  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  hitherto  of  avoid- 
ing overlapping  of  local  and  ^eneial 
funds,  but  when  we  get  a  central  body 
such  as  is  proposed  to  be  constituted  by 
this  Bill,  with  a  very  large  general 
council  representing  the  localities,  this 
danger  will  be  largely  minimised,  if  not 
entirely  avoided.  I  am  glad  the  Govern- 
ment have  seen  their  way  to  introduce 
this  Bill,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  tend  to 
the  conciliation  of  public  feeling  and  the 
increase  of  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Commission. 

♦Earl  SPENCER:  My  Lords,  I  only 
rise  to  say  two  words  with  regard  to 
this  Bill.  I  have  been  connected  in 
several  ways  with  the  Patriotic  Fund, 
chiefly  in  my  position  as  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  and  in  raising  funds  dur- 
ing the  South  African  War,  and  I  have 
felt  that  there  was  a  strong  necessity  for 
introducing  this  measure.  Perhaps  the 
committee  is  a  somewhat  large  and 
cumbrous  one ;  but  I  cannot  see  how  this 
is  to  be  avoided,  and  therefore  I  cordially 
support  the  proposals  made  in  the  Bill 
I  entirely  bear  out  what  the  noble  Earl 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  has  said 
about  this  matter.  The  great  thing  is  to 
get  local  interest  enlisted.  When  we  had 
to  collect  funds  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  who  had  fallen  in  the 
late  war,  it  was  perfectly  impossible  in 
the  localities  in  which  I  had  to  work  to 
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fet  people  to  understand  the  work  of  the 
'atriotic  Fund.  I  think  this  will  be 
greatly  obviated  by  the  way  in  which  the 
Koyal  Patriotic  Fund  Corporation  will 
be  constituted  under  this  Bill,  and  I 
give  it  my  support. 

♦Lord  WELBY  :  My  Lords,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Patriotic  Fund  of  many  years' 
standing,  I  entirely  associate  myself  with 
what  has  fallen  from  the  noble  Earl  the 
Chairman  of  Committees.  I  think  the 
time  has  come  when  it  is  necessary  to 
change  the  constitution  of  the  body  which 
administers  the  voluntary  relief  given  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  our  soldiers 
jind  sailors.  The  form  the  Bill  has  taken 
is  one  which  is  completely  satisfactory  to 
the  Patriotic  Fund  Uommissioners,  and  I 
am  glad  that  now  an  opportunity  has 
been  found  for  terminating  a  controversy 
which,  I  think,  has  gone  on  almost  too 
long.  I  hope  the  new  body  will  carry 
on  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  the 
great  object  for  which  the  Patriotic  J?'und 
exists. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according 
to  order):  Then  (Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  having  been  suspended).  Bill 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  forthwith.  House  in  Committee 
accordingly.  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived. 
Bill    read    3',  and  passed. 

SUGAR  CONVENTION  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  I  must  preface  the  observations 
which  I  have  to  address  to  your  Lord- 
ships on  this  Bill  by  an  expression  of  my 
regret  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  lay 
it  before  your  Lordships  earlier  in  the 
session  ;  but,  as  your  Lordships  are  aware, 
we  are  not  entirely  masters  of  the  situa- 
tion ;  I  have,  moreover,  the  consolation  of 
knowing  that  we  cannot  be  accused  of 
springing  upon  the  House  a  subject 
which  you  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  considering.  If  there  had  been 
within  the  last  few  months  a  desire 
10  embark  on  the  discussion  of  this 
subject,  your  Lordships  had  the  power 
to  initiate  such  a  discussion.  The  Bill 
deals  with  a  highly  controversial  question, 


but  up  to  a  certain  point  I  think  we  may 
say  there  is  unanimity  as  to  its  object. 
I  believe  no  Member  of  this  House 
will  be  found  to  contradict  me  when 
I  say  that  bounties  of  the  kind  we  are 
discussing  are  a  bad  and  objectionable 
institution  which  we  shall  all  be  glad  to  get 
rid  of.  We  should  never  dream  of  intro- 
ducing them  ourselves ;  we  believe  that 
they  represent  protection  in  the  most 
dangerous  and  insidious  form,  that  they 
are  bad  for  the  people  who  have  to  sub- 
mit to  them  in  the  interests  of  a  privileged 
class,  and  bad  for  the  countries  with 
which  the  bounty-giving  country  does 
business,  because  they  disturb  the  course 
of  trade,  and  deny  to  the  public  facilities 
for  obtaining  what  they  want  at  its  natural 
price.  If  we  could  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen  or 
the  application  of  the  sponge  obliterate  and 
wipe  out  the  bounty  system,  root  and 
branch,  we  should  be  glad  to  do  so. 
That  is  the  policy  which  I  believe  has 
prevailed  for  many  years  past  in  this 
country,  and  has  found  acceptance  by  all 
Parties  in  politics. 

The  chronology  of  this  question  is  a 
long  record  of  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
bring  about  the  removal  of  the  bounty 
system  by  international  action.  There 
have  been  sugar  conferences  in  London  in 
1862  and  1863,  the  following  year  in 
Paris,  in  London  in  1865,  and  in  Brussels 
in  1866.  In  1868  and  1869  there  were 
conferences  at  The  Hague,  in  1872  in 
London,  in  1873  in  Paris,  in  1875  in 
Brussels,  in  1876  and  1877  in  Paris,  in 
1887  and  1888  in  London,  and  in  1890 
again  in  Brussels.  In  all  these  interna- 
tional discussions  we  have  been  desirous 
of  bringing  about  the  abolition  of  boun- 
ties, and  we  have  always  failed  of  success 
in  achieving  the  desired  end.  Meanwhile 
the  evil  has  been  steadily  increasing. 
In  1896-97  the  Continental  bounties  were 
doubled,  and,  sheltered  behind  the 
system  of  direct  and  indirect  bounties, 
there  grew  up  a  system  of  cartels,  or 
trade  combinations,  which  have  been  able, 
under  cover  of  bounties  received  by  the 
producers  of  sugar,  and  under  cc>ver  of 
the  wide  difference  between  Customs  and 
Excise  duties  in  bounty-giving  countries, 
to  force  up  prices  in  their  own  markets 
and  to  inundate  other  countries  with 
bounty-fed  sugar,  of  which  they  were  able 
to  dispose  often  at  considerably  below 
cost  price.  The  result  has  been  a 
violent  disturbance  of  the  sugar  trade 
affecting    the    commerce  of   the    whole 
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world,  and  affecting  the  interests  of  this 
country  in  particular.  It  did  this  in  two 
directions,  it  affected  the  sugar-refining 
industry  in  this  country  and  it  affected 
the  sugar-producing  industry  of  our  West 
Indian  colonies. 

In  regard  to  sugar  refineries,  all  I  can 
say  to  your  Lordships  is  that  one  after 
another  refineries  in  London,  Liverpool, 
Bristol,  and  Greenock  were  closed,  that 
the  number  of  people  employed  fell  enor- 
mously, and  that  British  refined  sugar,  to  a 
large  extent,  has  been  driven  out  of  the 
market.  With  regard  to  the  West 
Indies,  I  am  sure  your  Lordships  are 
familiar  with  the  interesting  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  of  1897,  and  it 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  quote  that 
Report  at  length.  I  may  summarise  the 
substance  by  reminding  you  that  the 
f  nding  of  the  Commission  was  to  the 
effect  that  the  depression  prevailing  in 
the  West  Indies  was  mainly  due  to  the 
competition  of  bounty-fed  sugar,  and 
was  not  due  to  extravagant  or  imper- 
fect manufactiu-e ;  that  this  depression 
resulted  in  the  abandonment  ot  many 
West  Indian  estates  and  in  great  distress 
among  the  labouring  population,  and  in  a 
condition  of  things  under  which  the 
Governments  of  our  sugar  colonies  found 
themselves  in  many  cases  unable  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  administration.  In  some 
of  our  West  Indian  Islands  the  Commis- 
sioners found  that  no  other  industry 
could  take  the  place  of  sugar  cultiva- 
tion, while  in  others  enterprises  of 
different  kinds  had  eventually  taken  the 
place  of  the  sugar  industry,  but  only 
after  periods  of  transition,  characterised 
by  great  suffering  and  a  painful  and  in- 
convenient disturbance  of  trade. 

The  Royal  Commission  reported  that 
the  best  remedy  for  this  deplorable 
condition  of  things  was  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  system  of  bounties  by 
Continental  States.  The  suggestion  has 
often  been  made  that  the  West  Indian 
planters  should  accept  the  inevitable 
and  turn  their  attention  to  the  dis- 
covery of  other  industries.  In  some 
parts  of  the  West  Indies  no  other  out- 
lets are  possible,  and  even  where 
such  are  possible,  is  it  not  fair 
to  say  there  will  be  grievous  hard- 
ships occasioned  to  those  who  have  to 
close  their  factories,  alter  the  whole 
character  of  their  plant,  and  whose 
employees  will  have  to  unlearn  one  indus- 
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try  and  learn  another  t  And  when  the 
new  outlet  has  been  found,  what  security 
is  there  that  the  new  industry  may  not 
fall  a  victim  to  the  same  unfair  competi- 
tion, and  that  we  may  not  find,  one  after 
another,  all  the  available  outlets  closed  to 
our  industry  and  enterprise  1  Each  time 
the  change  takes  place  some  non-bounty- 
fed  industry  is  sure  to  disappear  and  to  bet 
crushed  out  of  existence. 

These  were  the  circumstances  which, 
prevailed  when,  in  1901,  we  were  asked 
to  take  part  in  yet  another  Sugar  Con- 
ference. We  considered  our  position 
very  carefully,  and  we  came  to  the  con- 
clusion, having  before  us  the  object-lesson 
of  former  failures,  that  we  would  not  take 
part  in  the  Conference  if  it  was  to  be  a 
mere  parade  movement.  We  thought  we 
should  be  playing  a  more  honourable  part- 
if  we  were  to  proclaim  our  indifference 
and  abstain  altogether,  than  if  we  were  tO' 
join  the  Conference  and  take  part  in  its 
proceedings  in  such  a  manner  as  to  add 
one  more  to  the  already  too  long  list  of 
failures.  We  took  part  in  the  Conference ;. 
we  instructed  our  representative  to  ex- 
press our  readiness  to  resort,  if  necessary,, 
to  penal  legislation;  and  the  Conference 
was  not  a  failure,  but  a  success.  It  led 
to  the  Convention  of  last  year,  to  which 
all  the  more  imporant  sugar-producing. 
Powers,  as  your  Lordships  know,  gave 
their  adhesion.  The  main  points  in  the 
Brussels  Convention  were  these :  The 
Powers  undertook  to  co-operate  for  the 
suppression  of  all  bounties,  direct  or  in- 
direct; to  limit  the  surtax,  by  which  I 
mean  the  difference  between  the  Customs 
and  Excise  duties  in  the  bounty-giving 
countries ;  to  appoint  a  permanent  Com- 
mission, whose  duty  it  should  be  to  decide 
in  cases  of  dispute  whether  any  country^ 
gave  a  bounty,  and,  if  so,  what  was  the 
amount  of  that  bounty;  and,  finally,  ta 
accept  a  clause  binding  them  all  to  penalise 
bounty-fed  sugar.  The  policy  of  the 
Convention  was  accepted  by  the  House 
of  Commons  of  this  country,  which  passed 
a  Resolution  to  that  effect  last  year,  anA 
this  spring  we  ratified  the  Convention. 

I  observe  that  the  noble  Earl  opposite 
intends  to  move  the  rejection  of  this  Bill. 
I  can  fully  understand,  knowing  as  I  do* 
something  of  his  opinions,  that  he  should 
desire  to  enter  his  protest  against  the  con- 
duct of  the  Government  in  this  matter ; 
but  I  cannot  believe  that  he  really  desires 
that  the  Bill  should  not  become  law.    Wq 
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could  not  abstain  from  passing  it  into  law 
except  by  a  grievous  breach  of  faith  with 
the  other  adhering  Powers — a  breach  of 
faith  to  which  I  cannot  bring  myself  to 
believe  the  noble  Lords  opposite  would 
desire  to  be  parties. 

The  main  provision  of  the  Bill  enables 
us  to  prohibit  the  entrance  into  this 
country  of  sugar  which  the  permanent 
Commission  has  reported  to  be  bounty- 
fed.  It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  the 
extent  to  which  this  proposed  prohibition 
is  likely  to  operate.  Prohibition  would 
obviously  be  a  very  inconvenient  remedy 
if  it  were  to  be  directed  against  the 
sugar  produced  in  any  large  sugar  export- 
ing country.  But  in  this  case  we  have 
not  to  deal  with  the  countries  which  pro- 
duce large  quantities  of  sugar.  They 
have  all  joined  the  Convention.  Of  the 
Powers  which  have  not  adhered  to  the 
Convention,  one  only — Russia — exports 
sugar  to  this  country  in  any  appreciable 
quantity.  But  should  it  become  desirable 
hereafter  to  resort  to  the  alternative 
remedy  of  the  imposition  of  countervailing 
duties  we  take  power  to  do  so,  but  only 
after  coming  to  Parliament. 

What  are  the  objections  raised  against 
the  Bill  1  We  are  told,  in  the  first  place, 
that  by  becoming  parties  to  this  Conven- 
tion we  have  parted  with  our  fiscal  indepen- 
dence. Surely  thatargument  proves  rather 
too  much.  If  giving  our  adherence  to  an 
international  contract  of  this  kind  is  con- 
sidered as  parting  with  our  fiscal  inde- 
pendence, do  we  not  do  so  in  every  case 
where  we  enter  into  commercial  agree- 
ments with  other  countries  ]  The  essence 
of  all  contracts  is  a  certain  abandonment 
of  one  s  right  to  independent  action,  and 
the  only  question  that  seems  to  me  to  be 
worth  raising  on  that  aspect  of  the  case 
is  whether  we  are  tying  our  hands  for  a 
laudable  purpo*se,  and  whether  we  are 
doing  so  within  reasonable  and  safe 
limits.  As  to  the  purpose,  I  have  already 
spoken.  As  to  the  limits,  let  me  remind 
the  House  that  this  permanent  Commis- 
sion, to  which  we  are  alleged  to  have  de- 
livered ourselves  body  and  soul,  is  only 
entrusted  with  the  duty  of  simply  deter- 
mining the  fact  whether  in  any  given 
case  a  bounty  has  or  has  not  been  given 
by  a  sugar-producing  Power,  and,  if  so, 
what  amount  of  countervailing  duty 
should  be  imposed  if  it  is  desired  to  neu- 
tralise it  by  means  of  a  countervailing 
duty.  There  is  another  safeguard  on 
which    we  have  a  right  to  insist — the 


stipulation  in  the  Convention  that  that 
Convention  itself  comes  to  an  end  at  the 
end  of  five  years  unless  it  is  renewed. 

We  have  heard  many  apprehensions 
expressed  to  the  effect  that  the  abolition 
of  bounties  will  involve  the  complete  dis- 
appearance of  oheap  sugar  in  this  country, 
and  as  a  consequence  the  ruin  of  our 
sugar  industries.  I  shall  not  say  a  word 
in  disparagement  of  those  industries,  or  of 
their  importance.  But  I  am  altogether 
unable  to  share  the  alarm  that  has  been 
expressed,  and  I  must  say  that  I  find  some 
difficulty  in  exactly  comprehending  the 
attitude  of  some  of  those  who  offer  this 
criticism,  because  I  understand  that  they 
would  be  delighted  to  get  rid  of  bounties 
if  they  could  do  so  simply  by  ne- 
gotiation or  remonstrance;  but  what 
they  would  shrink  from  is  the  process 
of  getting  rid  of  them  by  the  threat 
of  penal  legislation.  I  will  venture  to 
suggest  that  the  consequences,  to  the 
sugar  industries  of  this  country  and  to 
those  who  desire  to  buy  cheap  sugar,  will 
be  precisely  the  same  whether  the 
bounties  disappear  as  the  result  of 
negotiation  or  remonstrance,  or  whether 
they  disappear,  as  we  hope  they  will, 
under  this  Convention  as  the  consequence 
of  the  threat  of  penal  legislation. 

My  own  strong  conviction  is  that  it  is 
altogether  incorrect  to  maintain  that  the 
retention  of  the  bounties  will  certainly 
give  us  a  permanent  supply  of  cheap  sugar, 
or  that  the  removal  of  the  bounties  will 
certainly  lead  toa  permanent  enhancement 
of  the  price.  As  to  thefirst  of  these  proposi- 
tions, do  noble  Lords  opposite  seriously 
believe  that,  supposing  the  bounties  remain 
as  they  are,  we  shall  be  allowed  for  all  time 
to  obtain  a  large  supply  of  sugar  below 
cost  price  ?  1  do  not  for  a  moment 
believe  it.  Sugar  has  been  at  extremely 
low  quotations,  mainly  as  the  effect  of 
these  bounties,  but  in  the  last  few  weeks 
I  am  told  that  it  rose  from  6s.  per 
cwt.  to  8s.  3d.  Perhaps  I  shall  be 
told  that  this  is  the  effect  of  the  signature 
of  the  Convention,  but  I  do  not  believe 
that,  because  I  am  informed  on  the  best 
authority  that  you  can  buy  at  the  price 
which  I  have  quoted,  the  sugar  of  next 
year's  crop,  a  fact  which  seems  to  prove- 
that  no  very  extensive  upward  movement 
is  anticipated  by  the  market  as  the  result 
of  the  abolition  of  the  bounties. 

But  the  effect  of  the  bounties — and 
this  cannot  be  too  much  insisted  upon — 
has  been  not  to  give  a  constant  supply  of 
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cheap  sugar,  but  to  produce  perpetual 
fluctuations  and  osciUations.  I  believe  I  am 
right  in  saying  that  within  the  last  few 
years  sugar  has  been  as  high  as  27s. 
per  cwt.,  and  as  low  as  6s.,  or  even 
less.  In  these  cases  the  movement  of 
prices  has  been  exactly  what  one  has  a 
right  to  expect  in  such  circumstances.  You 
begin  with  the  stimulus  of  these  bounties. 
That  leads  to  an  immense  over-production 
and  glutted  markets.  That,  again,  brings 
about  a  fall  of  prices.  The  fall  of  prices 
naturally  leads  to  a  restriction  of  output, 
and  the  restriction  of  output  leads  to  a 
rise  in  price.  That  is  the  obvious 
sequence  of  events,  and  that  is  what  our 
experience  has  shown  has  been  the  case 
in  the  sugar  trade.  Can  anyone  believe 
that  the  Continental  sugar  producers 
would  allow  us  permanently  to  buy  sugar 
from  them  at  below  the  cost  price  when 
they  once  have  complete  control  of  the 
market  7  My  firm  conviction  is  that  if 
sugar  below  cost  price  is  to  be  r^arded 
as  a  privilege,  it  is  a  privilege  which  we 
hold  on  a  most  precarious  tenure  If 
the  bounties  had  been  allowed  to  remain 
we  shoukl  have  had  the  same  fluctua- 
tions in  price  in  the  future  as  we  have 
had  in  the  past— the  same  uncertainty 
and  disturbance  of  trade ;  and  at  each 
crisis,  as  the  price  reached  the  lowest 
mark,  we  should  have  had  the  same  ruin 
■and  sufifering  amongst  those  engaged  in 
the  sugar  trade. 

If  the  maintenance  of  bounties  will 
not  lead  to  cheap  sugar,  neither  does 
the  removal  of  bounties  mean  dearer 
sugar.  There  is  no  reason  whatever  for 
believing  that  a  return  to  natural  prices 
—and  that  is  the  consequence  which  we 
Anticipate  from  this  measure — will  put 
the  price  above  the  average  of  recent 
years.  But  even  it  there  were  some 
slight  increase  in  the  price,  it  would  be 
more  than  compensated  for  by  a  steady 
scale  of  prices  in  the  future,  instead  of 
constant  fluctuations.  It  is  said  that  be- 
cause these  bounties  cost  the  nations  who 
give  them  about  £9,000,000  a  year,  that 
sum  finds  its  way  into  the  pockets  of 
the  consumers  in  this  country.  That  is 
an  absolutely  unsustainaUe  position.  The 
producer  who  receives  bounties  keeps  the 
subvention  in  his  pocket  as  long  as  he 
can.  He  sells  his  sugar  as  near  the 
market  price  as  possible ;  and  when  he 
wishes  to  undersell  his  competitor  he 
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will  do  it  by  the  smallest  amount  neces- 
sary to  drive  that  competitor  out  of  the 
market  The  producer  will  not,  out  of 
his  liberality,  transfer  to  the  consumer  a 
farthing  more  of  the  bounty  than  he  is 
obliged  to  do  ;  and  it  is  only  when  sugar 
is  sold  below  cost  price  that  the  pro- 
ducer begins  to  part  with  any  part  of 
the  bounty. 

As  totheattitude  of  the  sugar  industries 
in  this  country  towards  these  proposals, 
I  have  heard  with  regret  that  some  of 
them  regard  this  measure  with  disfavour. 
But  that  has  not  always  been  their  opinion. 
With  reference  to  the  Convention  of  1889 
for  the  abolition  of  bounties,  Messrs.  James 
Keiller  Son — a  firm  so  well  known 
for  the  excellence  of  its  preserves — 
sa](d — 

"The  abolition  of  bounties  will  not  injure 
the  ^it-growing,  fruit-preserving,  and  confec- 
tionery trades  of  this  country  ;  bat  will  coufer 
a  direct  benefit  on  them  by  giving  them  ulti- 
mately a  cheaper  as  well  aa  a  more  regular  and 
more  reliable  supply  of  sugar." 

Another  firm,  Messrs.  Batger  &  Co., 
wrote: — 

**  After  a  short  interval  this  kingdom  would 
be  provided  with  a  larger,  a  better,  a  cheaper, 
and  a  more  reliable  supply  of  sugar  than  it  iias 
ever  yet  had ;  and  if  once  real  free  trade  in 
sugar  be  established,  we  shall  not  again  be  liable 
to  any  such  sudden  and  immense  rise  as  that 
which  is  now  paralysing  the  confectionery  and 
aUied  trades.'^ 

The  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  the  Em- 
pire, in  which  the  sugar  industries  were  well 
represented,  passed  a  resolution  by  a  large 
majority  at  their  Congress  in  1900,  calling 
on  the  Government  to  enter  into  a  con- 
vention for  the  abolition  of  bounties.  The 
resolution  was  in  the  following  terms  : — 

*'  That  this  Congress  thinks  the  time  has 
fully  arrived  for  a  settlement  of  the  sugar 
bounty  question,  and  requests  Her  Majestv's 
Government  to  enter,  aa  soon  as  practicable, 
into  a  convention  with  Austria,  Germany  and 
other  Powers  who  have  expressed  their  willing- 
ness to  abolish  bounties,  such  convention  to 
contain  a  penal  clause  prohibiting  the  entry  of 
bounty -fed  sugai  into  the  territories  of  the 
contracting  Powers." 

If  the  members  of  the  sugar  trades  have 
changed  their  minds,  I  can  only  attribute 
it  to  the  demoralising  infiuence  which  the 
receipt  of  artificial  aid  of  this  kind  exerts 
upon  those  who  receive  and  become  used 
to  it.  We  hold  strongly  the  belief  that 
these  bounties  are  a  misfortune  to  those 
who  receive  them,  and  to  those  who  do 
business  with  the  recipients.  We  regard 
them  "  as  a  burden  to  the  State  which 
resorts  to  this  ^method  of   feeding  and 
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fostering  industries ;  as  an  injury  to  the 
domestic  consumer;  as  an  uusettling  factor 
in  the  trade  of  the  world ;  and  as  one  of  the 
most  injurious  quack  nostrums  with  which 
the  philosophy  of  protection  has  aflSicted 
modem  States."  Those,  my  Lords,  are 
not  my  words,  but  the  words  of  Sir  Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman.  We  do  not  believe 
that  the  removal  of  the  bounties  will  ruin 
our  sugar  industries ;  and  if  we  are  to  lose 
for  the  moment  by  the  disappearance  of 
sugar  placed  on  the  market  below  cost 
price,  we  shall  gain  by  the  stability  of 
price  in  future,  and  by  the  development 
of^  new  sources  of  supply,  including  our 
West  Indian  Colonies.  It  will  iS  no 
small  satisfaction  to  us  to  have  borne 
a  part  in  destroying  a  scandal  and 
abuse  which  could  not  have  been  de- 
stroyed without  the  loyal  and  hearty 
co-operation  which  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  able  to  afford  in  this  case. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
— {The  Marquess  of  Lansdounie). 

♦Earl  SPENCIiK:  My  Lords,  in 
November  last  I  asked  the  Government 
whether  they  proposed  to  give  the  House 
of  Lords  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
this  Convention ;  and  the  reply  was  that 
there  would  be  an  opportunity  when  the 
Bill  was  introduc^.  Your  Lordships 
liave  waited  for  the  Bill,  and  wo  have  a 
very  sorry  reward  for  our  patience.  Con- 
sidering that  this  Convention  was  made 
in  March  of  last  year,  there  have  been 
ample  opportunities  for  introducing  this 
Bill  earlier.  The  House  is  put  in  not 
■only  an  embarrassing,  but  a  humiliating 
position  in  having  to  deal  with  so  im- 
portant a  subject  in  the  last  few  days  of 
the  session. 

A  Bill  of  this  sort  is  of  enormous  im- 
portance to  the  policy  and  interest  of  the 
country,  and,  though  it  is  true  your 
Lordships  canrtot  interfere  with  the  de- 
tails of  its  finance,  you  can  throw  the 
Bill  out  if  you  choose.  Your  Loi-dships' 
House  stands  in  a  more  independent 
position  than  the  other  House,  inasmuch 
as  we  have  not  passed  a  Resolution  on  the 
subject.  I  cannot  agree  with  the  noble 
Marquess  that  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
honour  or  of  faith  if  we  did  not  pass  the 
Bill.  Article  XII.  of  the  Convention 
begins  by  saying  that  the — 

"  Fulfilment  of  the  mutual  engagements  con- 
tained in  the  present  Convention  is  subordinate, 
as  far  as  it  is  necessary,  to  the  customs,  for- 
malities, and  requirements  established  by  the 
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constitutional  laws  of  each  of  the  contracting 
parties." 

And  are  not  the  customs,  formalities, 
and  requirements  established  by  our 
Constitution  contained  in  the  fact  that 
Parliament  has  the  right  to  give  its 
opinion  on  these  matters  and  to  abso- 
lutely refuse  to  ratify  the  Convention  if  it 
thought  fit  1  Therefore,  I  cannot  see  any 
breach  of  faith  or  honour  in  rejecting  this 
Bill;  and,  as  the  noble  Marquess  has 
challenged  me  on  the  point,  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  how  much  I  dislike 
the  Bill,  and  nothing  would  give  me 
greater  satisfaction  than  that  your  Lord- 
ships should  throw  out  the  Bill. 

The  general  policy  of  the  measure  is  to 
check  or  stop  bounties  in  sugar.  I  at 
once  say,  that  in  this  country  we  should 
never,  as  free  traders,  initiate  bounties ; 
but  we  find  bounties  prevailing  to  a  very 
considerable  extent  in  the  colonies.  Can 
we  go  any  further  than  this  ?  Are  we 
such  international  philanthropists  that 
we  are  ready  to  step  in  to  save  other  coun- 
tries from  the  serere  penalties  which  we 
believe  they  incur  owing  to  this  bounty 
system,  at  the  expense  of  very  great  loss  to 
ourselves?  The  noble  Marquess  mini- 
mised the  loss  which  this  policy  would 
entail ;  but  there'  are  others  of  great 
authority  who  declare  that  the  loss  to  this 
country  will  range  from  between 
£7,000.000  and  £15,000,000  a  year  if 
this  Bill  becomes  law.  I .  see  the  noble 
Marquess  smiles,  but  I  shall  come  back  to 
this  point  presently.  It  has  been 
said  that  this  Convention  is  a 
triumph  of  free  trade.  As  far  as  I  can 
make  out,  the  Convention  itself  adopts 
absolutely  protective  doctrines.  It  pro- 
vides for  "  the  efficacious  protection  of  the 
market  of  each  producing  country"  by 
the  principle  of  the  surtax,  which  is  a 
serious  imposition  of  duty.  I  find  that 
the  chairman  of  the  British  Sugar  Re- 
finers' Association,  writing  to  the  noble 
Marquess,  says  he  is  asked  to  point  out — 

'*  that  the  reduction  of  the  import  duties  in 
Germany  and  Austria  to  2s.  per  cwt.  (the  avLg- 
gestion  put  forward  by  our  delegates)  will  stul 
leave  room  for  the  refiners  of  those  countries  to 
form  a  cartel  of  considerable  importance,  quite 
sufficient  to  grant  very  exteneive  bounties  on 
the  export  of  reQued  sugars." 

There  is  another  mode  of  giving  boim 
ties,  which  is  not  stopped  by  the  Conven' 
tion,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  freights 
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by  sea  and  land.     There  is  a  note  on  the 
Brussels  Convention  to  this  effect — 

"  Man  J  not  inconsiderable  advantages  will 
be  retained  by  European  Bugar-prodacins 
countries,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  preferential 
railway  and  steamer  rates  granted  in  Germany 
anil  Austria- Hungary,  and  the  taxe  de  dis- 
tance granted  in  trance." 

I  understand  that  at  this  very  moment 
the  Government  of  Austria  pay  to  the 
sugar  producer  or  the  sugar  merchant  the 
dues  which  may  be  levied  in  the  Suez 
Canal.  What  is  the  diflference  between 
that  and  bounties  ?  There  is  no  difference 
whatever.  I  say,  therefore,  there  is  prac- 
tically no  free  trade  secured  in  other 
countries  by  this  Convention. 

The  noble  Marquess  boasted  that  they 
would  destroy  the  cartels  and  trade  com- 
binations. I  do  not  think  that  will 
be  the  case.  We  have  already  seen, 
since  the  Convention  has  been  under  dis- 
cussion in  this  country,  that  very  serious 
cartels  have  been  formed  abroad,  which 
will  have  exactly  the  same  effect  as 
bounties.  If  there  fs  no  free  trade 
secured  with  regard  to  foreigners,  what 
is  our  object  ?  It  has  been  very  dis- 
tinctly stated  by  the  noble  Marquess, 
both  in  the  House  this  evening  and  in 
his  instructions  to  our  representative  at 
the  Brussels  Conference,  contained  in  a 
despatch  dated  12th  Decemb  r,  1901. 
Here  is  the  object,  as  expressed  in  those 
instructions — 

"Considering  that  it  is  of  urgent  import- 
ance in  the  interest  of  the  British  West  India 
Colonies  and  the  sugar  refining  trade  of  the 
United  Kingdom  that  effective  steps  should 
be  taken  for  the  abolition  of  bounties,  His 
Majesty's  Government  would  be  prepared," 
and  so  on. 

Again,  on  l7th  January,  1902,  in 
sending  further  instructions  to  the 
British  delegates,  Lord  liansdowne 
wrote — 

"  The  main  reason  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment for  desiring  to  terminate  a  system  which 
has  tended  for  the  time  to  cheapen  the  price  of 
pugar  to  consumers  in  the  United  Kingdom 
has  been  their  conviction  of  its  injurious  effect 
on  their  sugar-prodnclng  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies." 

As  to  the  sugar-reBning  trade,  are  the 
refiners  in  this  country  in  such  a  bad 
position  as  all  that  ?  I  have  no  doubt 
there  are  some  who  have  not  the  most 
modern  appliances  who  are  unsuccess- 
ful.     There  is   the   firm    of  Tait  and 

Eorl  Spencer, 


Sons,  whose  business  in  1900  is  quoted 
at  £91,000,  and  now  it  is  quot'^d 
at  £215,000;  but  if  we  take  the  in- 
dustry as  a  whole,  we  find  that  their 
trade  has  increased  from  591,000  tona 
in  1870  to  640,000  tons  at  the  present 
moment.  That  does  not  look  as  if  the 
trade  was  dying,  and  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  requires  this  assistance. 

Then  we  come  to  the  West  Indies,  which 
has  been  distinctly  stated  to  be  the  great 
object  of  the  Bill.  The  annual  production 
of  sugar  in  the  West  Indies  amounts 
to  about  240,000  tons,  and  of 
that  amount  only  46,000  tons  are  con- 
sumed in  this  country.  The  rest  goes  to 
the  United  States ;  and  I  want  to  know 
how  that  trade  will  be  affected  when,  as 
the  result  of  this  Convention,  the  United 
States  withdraw  their  preferential  duty  ? 
Then  the  West  Indies  will  have  to  com- 
pete on  equal  terras  with  all  the  sugar- 
producing  countries  in  the  world ;  and  I 
am  not  sure  that,  with  their  present 
energies  or  appliances,  they  will  be  able 
to  do  so  successfully.  We  hear  that 
they  cannot  produce  sugar  in  the  West 
Indies,  that  can  be  sold  at  a  profit,  under 
£8  a  ton.  But  in  Cuba,  ever  since  the 
United  States  have  occupied  it,  and  as 
a  result  of  the  vigour  and  activity 
that  have  been  thrown  into  the  industry, 
they  can  produce  sugar  at  £&  a  ton. 
Therefore  you  will  have  a  large  amount 
of  Cuban  sugar  to  compete  with  that 
trade.  I  greatly  fear  that  the  trade  in 
the  West  Indies  will  not  be  improved  by 
this  Act,  but  will  be  very  seriously 
hindered. 

The  noble  Marquess  said  there  would 
not  be  a  rise  in  the  price  of  sugar,  but 
that  this  Convention  would  steady  the 
price.  If  there  is  no  rise  in  the  price, 
how  are  the  objects  of  the  Convention 
to  be  arrived  at  ?  The  object  of  the 
Convention  is  to  enable  the  West  Indies 
to  carry  on  their,  trade  in  sugar  at  a 
profit.  If  they  cannot  do  that  now,  if 
the  price  of  sugar  is  not  to  be  increased 
and  there  is  to  be  much  larger  com- 
petition, I  am  afraid  the  result  will  be 
unfortunate  for  the  West  Indies.  The 
real  fact  is  that  the  trade  in  sugar  has 
been  entirely  revolutionised  within  the  last 
twenty  years  owing  to  the  production  of 
beetroot  sugar.  Beetroot  sugar  is  now,  1 
believe,about  two-thirds  of  all  the  susiur  in 
the  markets  of  the  world.     In  the  iSiited 
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States  of  America  the  production  of  beet- 
root sugar  has  been  going  on  at  a  tremen- 
<lous  rate,  and  if  at  present  there  is  a  very 
email  export  of  su^ar  from  the  United 
States  the  probabihties  are,  if  the  beet- 
root sugar  industry  increases  as  it  has  of 
laie  years,  that  the  United  States  will 
become  a  very  considerable  exporter  of 
su^ar.  The  noble  Marquess  told  us  that 
only  a  small  quantity  ot  sugar  would  be 
prevented  from  coming  into  this  country 
if  the  Convention  was  carried  out.  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  is  a  mistake.  In 
Eussia  alone  there  is  an  enormous  pro- 
duction of  sugar,  and  before  very  Ion 
the  export  of  sugar  from  the  U 
States  will  be  largely  increased. 

There  is  one  point  which  I  cannot 
help  thinking  was  over-looked  at 
the  time  the  Convention  was  framed, 
l>y  his  Majesty's  Government  and  by 
those  who  took  part  in  it.  I  refer  to 
the  way  in  which  various  industries 
which  depend  on  sugar  are  dealt  with  in 
the  Convention.  Article  I.  affects  the  con- 
tracting Powers,  and  deals  not  only  with 
sugar  but  also  with  sugar  products,  such 
as  preserves,  chocolate,  biscuits,  condensed 
milk,  and  other  products.  Clause  4  deals 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  Convention 
is  to  operate  in  regard  to  countries  which 
have  not  entered  into  the  contract.  In 
that  clause  only  the  production  of  sugar 
is  referred  to,  and  nothing  is  said  about 
these  various  sugar  industries.  What  is 
the  result  of  that  1  I  for  one  am  against 
all  interference  with  the  natural  course  of 
trade  ;  but  if  we  are  to  interfere  with  it 
we  must  combine  this  interference  with 
justice  to  all  people  concerned.  Take 
some  country  in  the  centre  of  Europe,  like 
Switzerland,  which  competes  a  great  deal 
with  us  in  the  manufacture  of  condensed 
milk  and  jam.  That  country  would  be 
able  to  get  the  full  benefit  of  the  bounty- 
fed  sugar,  which  they  would  obtain  at  a 
very  cheap  price,  and  then  come  into 
direct  competition  with  our  confectioners 
and  jam  makers,  who  would  have  to  com- 
pete at  the  greatest  possible  disadvantage. 
I  do  not  consider  that  it  is  an  equitable 
mode  of  dealing  with  this  question,  and  it 
shows  what  extreme  difficulties  arise  if 
interference  is  adopted  with  the  natural 
course  of  trade. 

The  noble  Marquess  hardly  referred 
to  one  very  important  question  connected 
with  this  Convention.  We  have  placed 
ourselves  in  the  power  of  a  Commission 
on    which    we    are    barely  represented. 


When  that  Commission  reports  that  a 
certain'  country  has  bounties^  we  are 
bound  either  to  prohibit  altogether  the 
importation  of  sugar  from  that  country 
or  to  impose  duties  equivalent  to  the 
benefits  which  the  producers  get  from 
the  bounties.  That  is  a  perfectly  new 
action.  This  great,  free  country,  proud 
of  its  representative  Government,  proud 
that  the  House  of  Commons  is  the  only 
body  which  can  raise  taxes,  ileal  with 
duties,  or  control  the  whole  fiscal  affairs 
of  the  Empire,  is  put  under  the  orders 
as  it  were,  of  a  foreign  Commission  on 
which  we  have  only  one  representative. 
I  think  a  more  monstrous  change  than 
that  has  never  been  proposed.  We  have 
heard  the  noble  Marquess  before  now 
on  the  subject  of  retaliation.  In  the 
discussion  on  Lord  Goschen's  Motion,  the 
noble  Marquess  said  he  wanted  to  have 
in  his  hands  a  large  revolver.  He  has 
had  his  large  revolver  with  regard  to 
this  Convention,  and  has  presented  it. 
On  25th  January,  he  wrote  — 

"  Should  no  agreement  be  come  to  by  the 
Powers  in  the  couwe  of  a  few  days,  His 
Majesty's  Government  will  be  reluctantly  forced 
to  withdraw  their  delegates  and  submit  to 
Parliament  proposals  for  the  taxation  of  sugar 
in  1902-3,  framed  on  the  assumption  that  the 
object  of  the  Conference  has  not  been 
achieved." 

That  is  the  noble  Marquess's  first 
shot  with  his  large  revolver. 
He  has  brought  down  bounties 
to  a  certain  extent — I  think  he  has 
wounded  them  rather  than  destroyed 
them;  but  at  the  same  time  he  has 
inflicted  a  very  serious  wound  on  his 
own  followers  and  on  this  country.  The 
noble  Marquess  may  say  that  he  wishes 
to  use  this  large  revolver  in  future ;  but 
if  this  Convention  is  carried  he  will  have 
thrown  away  most  part  of  his  ammuni- 
tion. Take  any  country  you  like.  Take 
Germany,  which  may  be  one  of  the 
countries  which  has  raised  up  this  great 
fiscal  wall  against  us.  The  noble  Marq  uess 
throws  awav  the  power  of  imposing 
difierential  duties  on  German  sugar,  the 
value  of  which,  refined  and  unrefined, 
cornc-s  to  nearly  £10,000,000.  No  doubt 
there  are  other  exports  to  this  country, 
but  they  do  not  amount  to  anything 
like  that  sum.  I  have  always  said  that  I 
am  entirely  opposed  to  retaliation.  I  am 
still  opposed  to  retaliation.  But  if  the 
noble  Marquess  still  adheres  to  the  views 
which  he  put  forward  on  the  opening  night 
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of  the  fiscal  debate  in  this  House,  he  has  to 
a  great  extent  damaged  his  own  case.  I 
shall  not  be  sorry  for  it.  I  doubt 
whether  any  Bill  has  ever  been  presented 
to  the  Parliament  of  the  United  King- 
dom which  would  bring  about  such  evil 
and  pernicious  results.  I  use  strong 
words  because  I  feel  strongly  on  the 
subject.  While  this  Bill  inflicts  a  terrible 
loss  on  the  people  by  raising  the  price  of 
sugar,  now  one  of  the  valuable  parts  of 
the  food  used  by  the  population,  it  will 
probably  entirely  fail  in  its  special  object 
in  protecting  the  West  Indies ;  and, 
finally,  it  initiates  a  disastrous  proposal 
wholly  foreign  to  the  constitution  of  the 
country  and  contrary  to  all  our  principles 
of  representative  Government — namely, 
to  give  a  foreign  Commission,  on  which 
we  are  barely  represented,  power  to  direct 
our  law  on  one  very  large  and  important 
item  of  our  fiscal  policy.  I  beg  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  three  months. 

Amendment  moved — 

'  "  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  add  at 
the  end  of  the  Motion  the  words  *  this  day 
three  months.' — {Earl  Spencer.) 

*L0RD  WELBY:'  My  Lords.  I  feel  that 
there  are  very  great  objections  to  be  ad- 
vanced against  this  Convention,  and  it 
is  on  that  ground  that  I  propose  to  vote 
with  the  noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat 
down.  I  doubt  very  much  whether  the 
Convention  will,  in  the  first  place,  ac- 
complish its  object.  Next,  it  appears  to 
me  it  is  open  to  objection,  inasmuch  as 
it  may  involve  us  in  some  very  difficult 
questions  with  foreign  Powers.  It  may 
also  involve  us  in  very  difficult  questions 
with  our  colonies,  and  what  I  attach 
very  great  importance  to  is  that  it  will 
involve  us  in  very  great  difficulties  of 
administration.  Lastly,  I  think  it  is  ob- 
jectionable on  account  of  the  injury 
which  it  does  to  the  poorer  classes  in 
this  country.  To  explain  my  meaning 
I  will  examine  the  Convention  under 
one  or  two  different  heads.  I  will  en- 
deavour to  ascertain,  first  of  all,  what  the 
framers  of  the  Convention  are  aiming 
at ;  secondly,  what  the  intention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  is  in  entering  into 
the  Convention  ;  and,  lastly,  I  will  con- 
sider some  of  the  results  which  the  Con- 
vention will  have  in  our  own  country. 
Earl  Spencer. 


First  of  all,  let  me  say  how  entirely  I 
associate  myself  with  the  noble  Earl  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  in  what  he 
said  with  regard  to  bounties  in  generals 
No  free  trader  has  any  sympathy  with 
bounties;  on  the  contrary,  every  free 
trader  would  be  glad  if  they  were  re- 
moved from  the  tariffs  of  all  countries. 
Free  traders  believe  that  if  moderate 
prices  rule,  consumers  have  much  larger 
powers  of  purchasing,  and  that  in 
general  the  world  would  profit  by  larger 
trade.  But  it  is  quite  a  different  matter 
when  this  country  is  asked  to  interfere. 
These  bounties  are  not  of  our  making. 
We  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
They  are  the  malang  of  foreign  Powers. 
It  is  not  our  business  to  guide  Germany 
and  France  by  the  hand  into  the  right 
way.  If  they  choose  to  be  so  silly  as  to 
give  us  a  large  tribute,  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  not  benefit  by  it.  We  are 
at]  liberty  to  stand  aside  and  let  them, 
so  to  speak,  stew  in  their  own  juice, 
making  the  best  we  can  of  the  tribute 
they  offer  us ;  and  when  the  time  arrives 
that  they  return  to  a  sane  state  of 
mind,  we  should  have  had  very  consider- 
able benefit,  so  far  as  our  population 
were  concerned,  from  the  tribute,  and 
we  could  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  the 
sounder  state  of  feeling  which  the  foreign 
Powers  would  have  arrived  at. 

So  far  as  I  can  understand,  the  object  of 
the  framers  of  the  Convention  was  to 
equalise  the  conditions  of  competition 
between  beet  and  cane  sugar  and  to  pro- 
mote the  consumption  of  sugar.  In  the  first 
place,  the  Convention  does  not  equalise 
the  conditions  between  beet  and  cane. 
On  the  contrary,  it  begins  by  establishing 
a  protective  duty  of  30  per  cent.  From 
the  complaints  that  are  made  of  the 
effect  of  protective  duties,  when  im- 
posed by  foreign  Powers,  I  take  it  noble 
Lords  opposite  do  not  consider  that  a 
protection  of  30  per  cent,  is  at  all 
equivalent  to  free  trade,  and,  therefore,  I 
say  that  so  far  as  that  is  concerned  tho 
Convention  will  not  attain  its  object.  It 
does  not  abolish  protection,  but,  further 
than  that,  it  does  not  promote  consump 
tion,  because  it  is  perfectly  evident  that 
if  you  restrict  trade,  if  you  raise  prices, 
the  only  effect  of  that  must  be  to  check 
consumption.  Therefore,  I  say  that  on 
neither  of  those  two  points  will  the  result 
of    the    Convention  justify    the  objects 
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which  the  framers  state  that  they  had  in 
view. 

I  pass  now  to  the  object  of  His  Majesty's 
Gk)vemment,  as  stated  by  the  Prime 
Minister.  Mr.  Balfour  stated  that  were 
it  not  that  under  the  present  circumstances 
it  was  dangerous  and  difficult  for  capital 
to  flow  into  the  West  Indies,  he  for  one 
did  not  see  why  our  sugar  consumers 
should  not  benefit  by  the  bounty-fed 
sugar  which  the  foreigner  was  so  foolish 
as  to  give  us.  That,  perhaps,  was  rather 
a  more  limited  view  of  the  objects  for 
which  His  Majesty's  Government  entered 
into  the  Convention  than  that  held  by  his 
colleagues,  because  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Colonial  Secretary  alluded  to 
the  injury  being  don*i  to  sugar  refiners. 
With  regard  to  the  Prime  Minister's 
statement,  is  the  Convention  likely  to 
encourage  the  flow  of  capital  into  the 
West  Indies  1  Your  Lordships  are  aware 
that  for  a  long  time  past  this  grievance 
on  the  part  of  the  West  Indies  has  con- 
tinued. It  is  not  long  ago  that  sugar 
was  very  far  above  the  price  to  which 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
hopes  to  raise  it  under  the  Conven- 
tion. Sugar  was  ruling  not  very  long 
ago  at  prices  from  15s.  and  208. 
to  25s.  per  cwt.  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  in  his  modest  estimate, 
hopes  that  it  may  rise  as  high  as  10s. 
under  the  Convention,  and  he  hopes,  also, 
that  if  the  price  rises  to  10s.  capital  will 
flow  from  the  United  Kingdom  into  the 
West  Indies,  and  that  the  West  Indian 
sugar  trade  will  at  once  be  set  upon  its 
legs  again.  But  if  10s.  per  cwt.  is  going 
to  have  this  happy  effect  at  the  present 
moment,  why  did  it  not  have  that  happy 
effect  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago,  when  the 
price  of  sugar  was  10s.,  20s.,  and  even 
25s.  per  cwt.  ?  If  capital  did  not  flow 
into  the  West  Indies  when  sugar  was  at 
that  price,it  is  hardly  likely  to  flow  in  when 
it  is  as  low  as  10s.  Therefore  I  venture 
to  think  that  the  object  His  Majesty's 
Government  aims  at  will  not  be  achieved. 

But  is  there  no  better  reason  why 
capital  does  not  flow  into  the  West  Indies  ] 
We  learn  from  the  Commission  that  the 
West  Indian  Islands  are  behindhand  in 
their  management  of  the  sugar  business, 
and  that  practically  what  it  comes  to  is 
that  they  are  the  old  four-horse  coach 
running  against  the  railway  in  the  shape 
of  the  intelligent,  energetic  and  skilled 
producers  of  other  countries.     Surely,  if 


that  is  the  case  no  slight  amount  of  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  sugar  will  bring 
capital  from  this  country  into  the  West 
Indies.  Therefore,  from  whichever  point, 
we  look  at  it,  the  Convention  will  fail  ta 
achieve  the  object  aimed  at.  But  Hifi^ 
Majesty's  Government  have  another 
object  in  view.  They  have  the  object  in 
view  of  saving  the  refining  industry.  It 
is  curious  that  His  Majesty's  Government, 
should  have  such  very  great  solicitude  for 
the  sugar  refining  industry,  which  only 
employed  at  the  best  time  between  3,000 
and  4,000  persons,  and  which  now  employs 
between  2,000  and  3,000,  and  have  no, 
solicitude  whatever  for  those  other  great 
sugar  industries  which  employ  as  many  as 
100,000  and  more.  Surely  before  the. 
course  of  trade  is  interfered  with  in  order 
to  benefit  a  trade  that  employs  some  2,000 
or  3,000  persons,  some  little  attention 
might  be  paid  to  those  great  trades  which 
have  risen  up  under  this  bounty  system, 
and  which  will  be  in  danger  by  the  new 
system. 

As  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  pointed  out,  the  real  fact  is 
the  refining  industry  of  the  country  is 
not  a  very  suffering  industry.  It  has 
been  stated,  in  tones  of  dismay,  in  another 
place  that  in  1864  there  were  sixty 
refineries,  and  that  they  have  now  shrunk 
to  fifteen ;  but  the  fifteen  are  producing 
much  more  refined  sugar  than  the 
sixty  did  forty  years  ago.  The  noble. 
Earl  Lord  Spencer  mentioned  the  names 
of  two  firms,  and  those  two  firms  alone 
produce  at  the  present  time  as  much 
sugar  as  the  sixty  firms  did  in  1864.  The' 
fact  is,  the  small,  ill-equipped  refineries, 
the  disappearance  of  which  the  members 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  lament,  have, 
made  way  for  better  and  larger  and  more 
efficiently  equipped  establishments,  which 
are  able  to  hold  their  own  before  the 
world.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  real 
ground  shown  for  the  solicitude  enter 
tained  with  regard  to  the  refining  in- 
dustry. 

I  quite  admit  that  the  production  of 
refined  sugar  in  England  at  the  present 
moment  is  not  so  high  as  it  was  twenty 
years  ago.  I  also  readily  admit  that  the 
import  of  refined  sugar  from  abroad  has 
risen  immensely — from  200,000  tons  to. 
nearly  900,000  tons  —in  recent  years,  but 
what  has  been  the  result  of  that  1  It  has 
enabled  the  very  large  industries  of  the 
jam  trade  to  flourish  during  the  last 
twenty  years  to  an  extent  that  will  almost 
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beat  any  other  trade  in  the  United  King- 
dom. It  is  this  large  increase  of  bounty- 
fed  sucar,  with  cheap  rates,  which  has 
enabled  this  immense  number  of  people 
to  be  employed,  and  surely  we  may  have 
«ome  anxiety  as  to  what  will  be  the  effect 
on  those  industries  under  the  new  order 
of  things. 

I  now  come  to  a  point  on  which  I  have 
great  anxiety.      Anyone    who  has  had 
•experience  of  the  great  fiscal  Department 
of  the  State  knows  the  extreme  difficulties 
attending  restrictive  legislation.     I  have 
had  occasion  more  than  once  to  mention 
this  in  your  Lordships*  House,  but  as  it  is 
germane  to  the  subject  I  might  mention 
it  again.     It  is  almost  impossible  for  the 
very  skilled  servants  of  the  Government 
in  the  Customs  Department  to  frame  their 
laws  so  as  to  ensure,   under  restrictive 
legislation,  impartiality  and  fairness  for 
all  the  different  trades  concerned.     It  is 
Also  extremely  difficult  for  them  to  draw 
restrictive  legislation  in  such  terms  as  will 
not     raise    difficult    questions    between 
JUS  and  foreign  Powers.     Even  in  regard 
to  this   very  question  it  was  evident  in 
the  House  of  Commons  the  other  night 
that  the  Government   had    not  realised 
that  under  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  while 
this  country  would  be   prevented   from 
receiving  bounty  fed  sugar  there  was  no 
means  of  preventing  the  import  to  us  of 
preserves    and    other    sugar    products 
which  might  be  made  from  bounty-fed 
raw  sugar ;  and  at  last  the  Minister  in 
•charge  of  the  Bill  had  to  say  that  if  any 
:such  difficulty  arose  no  doubt  it  would 
be  the  subject  of  subsequent  legislation. 
But  does  not  that  bring  out  the  extreme 
xlifficulties   that    attend    this  meddling 
legislation  ?    That,  however,  is  only  an 
instance  of   the  difficulties   that   attend 
this   restrictive  legislation  -—  difficulties 
which  it  is  almost  impossible  to  foresee, 
and  which   when   they   arise  are  most 
difficult  to  meet.     Our  Statute-book  has 
teemed    with    numberless   instances  of 
these  difficulties,  and  I  do  feel  very  great 
regret  that  His  Majesty's  Government 
«hould  not  have  profited  by  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past,  and  should  be  entering 
again  with  a  light  heart  on  this  system 
of      meddling      legislation.        Another 
point     which     arises      in     connection 
with    this    Bill    is    this.       We    should 
have  to  go  back  to  that  old   and  most 
obnoxious  system  of  dealing  with   certi- 
Zorrf  WOby. 


ficates  of  origin.  Thatin  itsdf  isamatter 
most  vexatious  to  trade,  and  no  cours 
which  His  Majestys'  Government  take 
can  do  away  with  the  vexations  arising 
from  that.  The  best  policy  is  not  to 
meddle  in  this  matter  but,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  leave  trade  to  its  own  free  and 
unimpeded  course. 

With    regard     to     the    consequence.") 
to    ourselves.    I   cannot   help   thinking 
with   the   nobe   Earl    who   spoke   last, 
that  it  is  a   very  serious  matter   that 
we  should  put  ourselves  into  the  position 
of  dependence  upon  a  foreign  Conven- 
tion in  matters  of  such  importance  as  our 
fiscal  arrangements.    And  in  connection 
with  that  point  I  cannot  forget  that  there 
has  been  a  very  awkward  opinion  of  the 
law  officers  on  the  subject  of  the  most- 
favoured-nation    clause.       If    in     the 
administration    of  the   new   restrictive 
policy  theconditionsof  the  most-favoured- 
nation  clause    should  really  come  into 
discussion  with  powerful  foreign  nations, 
noble  Lords  on  the  Front  Bench  opposite 
would      regret     very      much     finding 
themselves  in   that   position.       At   all 
events,  most  of  us  would  not  envy  the 
position  of  a  Foreign  Secretary  who  had 
to  deal  with  that  question,'  relating  as  it 
does  to.  what,  under^present  circumstances, 
is   one    of  the  charters  of  our    trade. 
Again,  as  my  noble  friend  has  stated,  the 
cartel   is  not    abolished.      There  is  no 
reason  why  there  should  not  be  even  an 
international  cartel  established.      It  has 
been   said    that  there  is  no   confficting 
interest  between  us  and  the   other  ten 
members  who  will  form  the  permanent 
Commission,  but  ten  of  them  represent 
highly  protective  Powers  while  we  are  a 
free  trade  Power.  Surely  then  they  have  a 
confficting  interest  with  ourselves.     Up  to 
the  present  time   they  have    been    the 
sellers  and   we  the  buyers,  and  I  have 
never  heard  that  the  interests  of  both 
sellers  and  buyers  were  one. 

Lastly,  my  Lords,  there  is  a  point  which 
ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  of  late  years  the  import 
of  sugar  has  very  greatly  increased,  and  it 
has  greatly  increased  under  this  system. 
At  all  events  let  us  acknowledge  how  far 
that  has  been  a  benefit  to  us.  From  1860 
to  1869  the  sugar  retained  at  home  for 
home  consumption  was  about  12,000,000 
cwts.  In  the  next  years,  between  1870 
and  1885,  that  rose  to  about  20,000,000 
cwts. ;  and  since  that  time  has  risen  to 
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considerably  over  30,000,000  cwts.,  and  I 
see  by  the  last  Beturns,   which  go  up 
to  30th  June  last,  that  in  the  current 
years  the  imports  retained  at  home  for 
home    consumption   amounted    to    an 
astounding    figure,  which     works    out 
at     the     rate     of   40,000,000    cwts.  a 
year.       What     has    become    of     this 
diflference  between  the  40,000,000  cwts. 
to-day   and   the    20,000,000     cwts.    of 
twenty   years   ago  1      It  must   be  the 
case,     as    it     was  retained    for   home 
consumption,   that    it   has  either  gone 
to  improve  the   food  of  the    people  or 
to  be  the  raw  material  of  manufacture. 
Many    noble  Lords  will   recollect  how 
deeply   interested  the  House  was  the 
other  day   when    Lord  Meath  brought 
forward  the    question  of  the    national 
standard     of     public    health.      Surely 
the    question   we  are    now  discussing 
has    a  very  considerable  bearing  upon 
the  question  of  the  ph3rsique  of  the  nation. 
If  the    large  masses    of    our    poorest 
population,  on  whom  a  great  part  of  our 
reputation  for  national  physique  depends 
get  such  an  important  article  of  fcKxl  as 
sugar  at  low  rates,  surely  that  is  a  very 
important  item  in  improving  the  physical 
condition  of  the  nation.     If  that  is  the 
case,  I  do  not  think  that  in  this  anxiety 
to  benefit  what  I  think,  and  what  many 
noble  Lords  think,  is  the  somewhat  de- 
caying industry  of  the  West  Indies,  the 
interests  of  the  large  mass  of  the  con- 
suming   population    should    be   entirely 
neglected  and  overlooked  as  they  have 
been  by  His  Majesty's  Government. 
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Lord  FAEEER:  My  Lords,  I  should 
certainly  not  have  ventured  to  make  any 
observations  on  this  question  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  in  another  place  my 
father's  name  was  quoted  as  having 
written  largely  upon  this  subject,  and 
many  deductions  were  drawn  from  those 
pamphlets  and  writings  which  I  hope  to 
show  were  not  founded  on  fact.  But 
before  I  answer  that  particular  point  I 
hope  your  Lordships  will  allow  me  for  a 
very  few  minutes  to  express  my  own 
opinion  as  to  the  danger  of  this  Conven- 
tion. What  is  the  idea  at  the  bottom  of 
it  1  I  do  not  think  that  one  can  possibly 
doubt  what  the  real  intention  of  it  is 
when  one  notes  what  was  stated  by  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
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Foreign  Affairs  on  17th  January,  1902. 
The  noble  Marquess  then  said— 

"The  main  reason  for  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment desiring  to  terminateasystem  whichfor  the 
time  has  tended  to  cheapen  the  price  of  sugar 
to  consamere  in  the  United  Kingdom  has  b^n 
their  oonviction  of  its  injurious  effect  upon 
their  sugar-producing  colonies  in  the  We^t 
Indies." 

Again,  on  26  th  June,  the  Prime 
Minister  stated — 

**  If  it  were  not  in  effect  for  the  case  of  the 
West  Indies  there  is  no  conceivable  reason 
why  we  should  not  allow  the  foreigner  to  tax 
himself  for  the  sake  of  our  consumer." 

And  again,  the  Colonial  Secretary 
stated  in  the  House  of  Commons — 

*<  I  say  that  the  West  Indian  industry,  which 
asks  ooly  for  free  trade  and  fair  trade,  is,  after 
all,  more  deserving  of  consideration  Ihim  the 
jam  industry." 

This  is  particularly  interesting  to  those 
of  us  who  hold  the  old-fashioned  opinion 
that  the  consumer  is  of  much  more 
importance  than  the  producer,  as  it 
shows  that  the  modem  idea  of  politi- 
cians is  to  consider  the  producer  in 
the  first  instance.  I  think  the  idea 
of  protecting  the  consumer  by  pouring 
small  shot  into  him  is  a  very  curious  one. 
As  has  been  well  said,  in  order  that  the 
West  Indian  producer  may  benefit  effec- 
tually, the  English  consumer  must  suffer 
substantially.  Indeed,  the  fact  that  the 
price  of  sugar  will  be  raised  to  the  con- 
sumer in  this  country  is  admitted  by 
advocates  of  the  measure  in  the  other 
House.    Sir  Walter  Thorburn  said — 

'*  I  do  not  sunpoee  that  more  than  a  farthing 
per  pound  will  be  added  to  the  price  of  sugar. 

I  do  not  see  how  these  views  are  in  con- 
sonance with  those  expressed  in  the  early 
fiscal  debates  in  this  House  by  the  noble 
Duke  the  Leader  of  the  House  and  by 
Viscount  Gk>scheu.  After  all,  what  are  the 
figures  of  the  West  Indies  ?  for,  when  you 
come  to  it,  this  is  a  matter  of  figures.  So 
far  as  I  can  make  out,  the  total  produc- 
tion of  the  West  Indies  is  240,000  tons, 
of  which  they  send  to  us  not  50,000  tons, 
whereas  the  total  consumption  in  the 
United  Kingdom  is  2,000,000  tons.  It 
is  inconceivable,  I  think,  that  the  West 
Indies  can  possibly  supply  this  country 
with  all  the  sugar  we  require ;  and  in  this 
connection  I  should  like  to  mention  the 
entire  failure  of  another  attempt  to  pro- 
tect West  Indian  interests.  I  refer  to 
what  is  known  in  Liverpool  as  the  banana 
boat  subsidies.  I  am  told  that  the  £40,000 
a  year  that  has  been  given  to  them  has 
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been  an  absolute  and  complete  failure, 
and  if  you  go  to  Liverpool  you  will  find 
that  the  other  shipowners  laugh  at  it. 
Since  the  Convention  has  been  signed  the 
price  of  sugar  has  cone  up  £2  a  ton. 
Whether  that  is  posinoc  or  propter  hoc  it  is 
difficult  to  say,  but  I  think  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Convention  is  the  cause  of 
it ;  and  I  do  not  see  how  we,  as  a  nation 
of  shopkeepers  as  we  have  been  called, 
can  possiblv  think  that  this  Convention 
is  to  our  advantage. 

Switzerland,  which  is  not  a  party  to 
the  Convention,  has  already  enormous 
manufactories  of  chocolate  and  other 
similar  industries.  It  seems  to  me  ex- 
tremely probable  that,  if  we  tax  the 
makers  of  confectionery,  jam,  and  so  on 
in  this  country,  while  Switzerland  can 
receive  its  products  free,  that  enormous 
trade  will  be  largely  transferred  to 
Switzerland.  The  complicivtions  which 
will  arise  in  caiTying  out  this  Con- 
vention can  easily  be  seen  if  your 
Lordships  will  take  the  trouble  to  read 
the  Paper  which  has  been  circulated.  I 
have  read  a  good  deal  about  this  subject, 
and  I  confess  that  the  difficulties  that 
arise,  and  the  elaborate  arrangements 
which  have  to  be  made  to  carry  out  the 
Convention,  even  the  early  stages  of  it, 
have  baffled  me,  and  I  am  unable  to 
urderstand  it.  After  what  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Welby  has  said,  I  need  not 
refer  further  to  the  great  difficulties 
which  will  arise  in  the  methods  of  in- 
specting the  various  trades  of  this  country. 
Anvone  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
look  back  to  the  days  of  protection  will 
recognise  that  one  of  the  most  serious 
difficulties  the  Government  had  then  to 
contend  with,  was  the  great  cost  of  inspec- 
tion, and,  what  is  far  worse,  the  lobby- 
ing in  Parliament  on  behalf  of  the  various 
interests  affected,  a  process  that,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  has  already  begun.  I  should 
like  to  say  one  word  as  to  the  question 
of  bounties.  The  Colonial  Secretary 
stated  in  the  other  House — 


"  What  is  the  ultimate  object  of  a  bounty  ? 
It  is  to  secure  a  monopoly.  Was  the  bounty 
in  process  of  securing  a  monopoly  ?  Yes,  it 
was." 

The  figures  he  gave  in  respect  of  that 
assertion  were  to  the  effect  that  the 
sugar  of  Austria  and  one  or  two  other 
countries  granting  bounties  had  increased 
enormously  ;  but,  supposing  for  a  moment 
bounties  do  create  a  monopoly  po   tern. 

Lord  Farrer, 


in  a  free  trade  country,  it  is  inconceiv- 
able that  that  monopoly  will  last.  I 
believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  in  no 
great  trade  in  this  country  has  any  large 
monopoly  ever  been  able  to  be  instituted 
since  the  adoption  of  our  free  trade 
system.  I  think  it  is  probable  that  the 
Convention,  if  it  is  passed,  will  ultimately, 
after  the  five  years,  be  found  so  unsatis- 
factory that  it  will  be  abolished;  but 
that,  of  course,  is  a  question  of  the 
future.  I  should  like  before  sitting 
down  to  correct  the  statements  made  in 
the  House  of  Commons  from  my  father's 
pamphlets  with  respect  to  the  question 
of  bounties.  Mr.  Duke  said  that  my 
father  stated  six  years  ago  that — 

**  We  must  admit  to  the  fullest  degree  that 
sugar  bounties  are  an  abomination/' 

The  Colonial  Secretary,  in  the  same 
debate  said — 

"Gentlemen  have  quoted  passages  that 
serve  their  purpose,  and  very  rightly  omitted 
passages  that  do  not  serve  their  purpose." 

That  was  quite  true,  for  what  did  my 
father  say  1  As  &  matter  of  fact,  what  he 
said  was  that — 

**  Su^ar  bounties  are  an  abomination  to  the 
countnes  granting  them." 
which  is  a  very  different  thing. 


♦The  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH: 
My  Lords,  perhaps  your  Lordships  will 
permit  me  for  a  very  few  moments 
briefly  to  dipcuss  this  measure,  which  is 
connected  with  that  Office  which  I  fear 
somewhat  inadequately,  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent  in  your  Lordships' 
House.  It  would  not  be  right  or  proper 
for  me,  in  the  short  time  at  my  disposal, 
to  attempt  to  reply  to  all  those  questions 
which  were  raised  with  regard  to  the  con- 
stitutional and  diplomatic  aspect  of  this 
case  by  the  noble  Earl  who  moved  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill.  No  doubt  the 
noble  Marquess  will  reply  later  on  to 
that.  But  there  is  one  point  which  the 
noble  Earl  raised  with  which  I  think  I 
may  deal.  As  far  as  I  understood  him, 
he  based  one  of  his  chief  arguments  for 
the  rejection  of  this  measure  on  the  fact 
that  the  consumer  in  Great  Britain  had 
benefited  to  a  very  great  extent  from 
the  bounties.  I  know  that  distinguished 
Members  of  the  Party  opposite  have 
estimated  that  benefit  'at  £5,000,000  or 
£6,000,000  or  £8,000,000  a  year,  but  it 
has  been  left  to  the  noble  Earl  himself 
to  raise  that  figure  to  £15,000,000. 
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What  are  the  facts  1  Great  Britain  at 
the  present  time  takes  from  Europe 
about  1,500,000  tons  of  sugar.  Of  that 
Amount  1,200,000  tons  is  bounty-fed. 
The  natural  price  of  sugar  at  the  present 
time  is  about  £9  lOs.  per  ton,  and,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  I  will  assume,  in 
order  to  give  the  producer  a  good  profit, 
that  he  sells  his  sugar  at  £10  a  ton. 
The  artificial  price  of  sugar  quoted  for 
the  month  of  August  is  £S  a  ton  ;  that 
is  to  say,  the  consumer  in  Great  Britain 
has  been  benefiting  to  the  extent  of 
X2  a  ton  during  the  last  few  months.  It 
is  not  diflScult  to  multiply  the  1,200,000 
tons  by  £2  a  ton,  and  we  find  that  the 
<;onsumer  in  Great  Britain  has  been  bene- 
fited to  the  extent,  not  of  £15,000,000. 
or  £7,000,000,  or  even  £5,000,0i)0  but 
to  no  more  than  £2,500,000.  That 
is,  as  far  as  I  can  understand,  about 
the  benefit  that  the  British  consumer  and 
those  who  are  mixed  up  in  the  biscuit  and 
jam  industries  have  been  receiving.  If 
we  balance  against  that  the  loss  to  the 
sugar  refineries  in  this  country,  we  shall 
find  that  the  British  consumer  has  bene- 
fited very  little  from  bounties.  And 
even  if  we  had  some  slight  advantage, 
how  long  was  that  advantage  likely  to 
last  7  Was  it  likely  to  be  a  permanent 
advantage  or  one  that  might  be  removed  ] 
Undoubtedly  it  would  not  have  lasted. 
Bounty-fed  countries  are  enabled  to  sell 
sugar  below  cost  price,  and  at  the  same 
time  gain  a  benefit  to  themselves,  with 
the  result  that  those  countries  which  do 
not  give  any  bounty  have  to  pay  the 
difference  between  the  artificial  price  and 
the  natural  price  out  of  their  own  pocket. 
The  consequence  is  that  those  countries 
which  do  not  give  bounties  gradually 
cease  to  produce,  so  that  there  is  less  sugar 
produced;  the  production  is  confined  to 
the  countries  where  bounties  are  given, 
and  the  price  necessarily  goes  up. 

In  the  bounty-fed  area  the  tendency 
has  been  for  one  bounty-fed  country  to 
destroy  another.  Several  years  ago  the 
sugar  bought  by  us  from  Europe  came  in 
almost  equal  proportions  from  the  bounty- 
fed  countries,  but  the  figures  of  the  last  few 
years  show  conclusively  that  a  monopoly 
was  gradually  being  acquired  by  Austria 
and  Grermany.  What  do  these  tendencies 
all  point  to  1  They  all  point  to  the  fact 
that  eventually  the  result  in  bounty-fed 
countries  would  be  thata  monopoly  would 


be  formed,  and  that  in  consequence  an 
artificial  increase  of  price  would  take 
place.  Noble  Lords  opposite  will  pro- 
bably say  that  if  Germany  and  Austria 
together  were  able  to  create  a  monopoly 
and  raise  the  price  of  sugar  to  a  pro- 
hibitive figure,  that  would  enable  other 
countries  to  come  in,  and  consequently 
the  price  would  fall ;  but  it  would  take 
certainly  some  time  for  a  country  like 
France,  after  having  her  sugar  industries 
partially  destroyed,  to  be  able  again  to 
come  in  and  compete  against  the  more 
powerful  combinations  on  the  part  of 
Austria  and  Germany,  and  during  that 
long  time  the  consumers  in  this  country 
would  be  paying  the  higher  price  and  the 
manufacturers  dependent  on  the  cheap- 
ness of  sugar  would  be  placed  in  a  serious 
position.  The  noble  Earl  said  he  was 
afraid  that   monopolies    might   still  go 


on. 


Earl  SPENCER:  Cartels. 

The  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH: 
That  cartels  might  still  go  on,  and  that 
nothing  was  very  definitely  settled  about 
the  surtax;  but  my  information  is  that 
under  this  Convention  the  siurtax  has 
been  limited.  It  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  import  duty  and  the  Excise — 
28.  t:d.  per  cwt. — and  I  am  assured  that 
it  would  be  impossible  at  that  figure  for 
any  very  powerful  combination  to  be 
effected.  If  His  Majesty's  Government 
had  declined  to  join  in  this  Convention  ; 
if,  as  a  result,  the  bounties  on  sugar 
had  not  been  abolished,  and  a  few  years 
afterwards  a  monopoly  had,  in  conse- 
quence, been  created  in  Europe,  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  noble  Lords  opposite 
would,  with  reason,  have  criticised  His 
Majesty's  Government  for  not  having 
anticipated  such  a  possible  event  and 
taken  an  opportunity  when  it  was  offered 
to  them  of  removing  that  danger.  We 
believe  that  the  time  has  come  when  the 
advantages — if  indeed  they  were  ad- 
vantages— which  we  derived  from  the 
Bounties  have  been  exhausted,  and  that 
the  monopoly  for  which  they  were  created 
is  in  view.  I  was  very  pleased  to  hear 
one  statement  made  by  the  noble  Earl  in 
the  course  of  his  speech.  He  seemed  very 
concerned  as  to  the  future  prosperity  of 
the  West  Indies,  and  that  gave  me  source 
of  very  great  satisfaction,  because  I  felt 
that  at  least  there  was  one  point  in  this 
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measure  up  on  which  we  were  all  agreed.  I 
understood  the  noble  Earl  to  say  that  the 
West  Indies,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  countervailing  duties  in 
America,  would  lose  the  benefit  that 
they  had  been  saining.  I  do  not  deny 
that,  on  the  one  hand,  they  will  lose  those 
advantages,  but,  on  the  other,  they  will 
gain  advantages  from  the  fact  that  bounties 
no  longer  exist  in  Europe,  and  that 
consequently  they  can  compete  on  favour- 
able and  even  terms  with  their  competi- 
tors in  the  English  market. 

The  noble  Earl  expressed  his  great  con- 
cern for  the  future  of  the  West  Indies. 
I  certainly  agree  with  him.  He  pointed 
out  that  they  had  a  considerable  trade  with 
the  United  States,  but,  my  Lords,  the 
tendency  of  America  is  to  grow  all  her 
sugar  in  Cuba,  in  Porto  Rico  and  Hawaii. 
I  think  it  is  probable  that  these  su^ar  indus- 
tries will  be  highly  protected  in  the  future, 
and  that  in  consequence  the  sugar  trade 
which  the  West  Indies  has  with  America 
to-day  will  be  removed  from  her  in  the 
fut\ire.  Where  else  can  the  West  Indies 
then  turn  but  to  the  mother  country  for 
their  markets,  and  if  these  bounties  had  not 
been  removed  they  woidd  have  even  this 
last  market  cut  awav  from  them.  I  under- 
stand that  the  trouble  in  the  West  Indies 
has  not  been  due  to  the  low  price  at  which 
they  have  had  to  sell  their  sugar,  but  more 
to  the  fluctuations  of  price  and  the  conse- 
quent insecurity  of  capital.  Over  and  over 
again  they  have  enaeavoured  to  induce 
capitalists  to  invest  money  in  the  West 
Indies  without  success,  and  the  con- 
sequence has  been  that  their  industry 
has  been  seriously  crippled.  It  is  believed 
by  many  men  who  nave  studied  this 
question  for  a  long  time  that,  if  freedom 
of  competition  is  secured  to  the  West 
Indies  in  other  markets,  if  security  from 
artificial  bounties  is  created,  capitol  will 
be  invested  in  our  West  Indian  Colonies, 
and  that  in  consequence  modem  machinery 
will  be  employed  and  modem  methods  of 
production  adopted,  with  the  result  that 
the  West  Indian  Islands,  which  by  nature 
are  peculiarly  suited  in  many  circum- 
stances for  the  production  of  sugar,  will 
be  able  in  the  future  to  compete  upon 
favourable  and  equal  terms  with  otner 
competitors  in  the  British  market.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  removal  of  these  su^r 
bounties,  which  will  be  the  result  of  wiis 
Convention,  will,  in  the  first  place,  give 
us  unrestricted  trade  in  our  sugar ;  that 

The  Duke  of  MarlhoroitgK 


the  fear  of  monopoly  and  the  consequent 
dislocation  of  those  trades  dependent  upon 
the  cheapness  of  sugar  will  vanish ;  that, 
above  all,  we  shall  be  able  to  restore  a 
once  flourishing  and  prosperous  industry 
in  our  West  Indian  colonies,  and  extricate 
them  from  that  undesirable  and  unfor- 
tunate position  in  which  they  have  been 
placed  through  circumstances  over  which 
they  have  no  control. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  My  Lords,  I 
am  very  glad  that  it  has  fallen  to  me  to 
reply  to  the  speech  that  my  noble  relative 
has  just  delivered.  I,  and  all  of  your 
Lordships,  I  am  sure,  congratulate 
him  on  his  first  appearance  in  this 
House  as  a  Minister.  He  comes  of  a 
stock  which  has  produced  many  able  men 
in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  we  all 
recognise  the  high  promise  which  the 
speech  he  has  just  delivered  shows.  I  am 
sure  we  congratulate  him  on  the  cleamess 
with  which  he  has  presented  his  facts,  and 
I  myself  acknowledge  the  difficulty  there 
may  be  in  endeavouring  to  answer  them. 
My  noble  relative  began  by  attacking 
Lord  Spencer,  another  of  his  noble  re- 
latives, and  he  said  that  my  noble  friend 
had  asserted  that  this  Bill  was  going  to 
result  in  a  charge  being  put  on  the  people 
of  this  country  of  £15,000,000. 

♦Thk  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH : 
What  I  said  was  that  it  had  been  stated 
that  the  removal  of  these  bounties  would 
diminish  the  benefit  to  the  consumer  in 
this  country  to  the  extent  of  between 
£7,000,000  or  £8,000,000  a  year,  and 
that  the  noble  Earl  had  estimated  the 
figure  at  between  £7,000,000  and 
£15,000,000. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  That  is  ex- 
actly what  I  understood  the  noble  Duke 
to  sav.  It  has  never  been  said  that  the 
people  of  this  country  have  benefited  in 
the  past  to  this  amount.  It  is  absolutely 
clear  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
bounty  has  not  gone  into  the  pockets  of 
the  consumer  in  this  country.  That  I  do 
not  think  is  contended,  but  what  we  da 
contend  is  this,  that  if  the  removal  of  the 
bounty  causes  a  rise  in  the  price  of  sugar 
of  a  half  penny  per  pound,  then  the  ad- 
ditional cost  to  the  consumer  in  this 
country  will  be  something  like  £7,500,000, 
and  that  if  the  effect  of  the  abolition  of 
,  the  bounties  be  to  add  a  penny,  then  the 
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consumer  in  this  country  will  suffer  to 
the  extent  of  £15,000,000.  Those  are 
the  statements  we  have  made,  and  I  do 
not  think  they  are  exactly  the  same  as 
the  interpretation  put  upon  them  by  the 
noble  Duke. 


The  noble  Duke  admitted  that  a 
certain  benefit  had  arisen  to  the  consumer 
in  this  country  owing  to  the  bounties.  I 
think  we  are  all  aereed  as  to  that,  but 
the  noble  Duke  said  that  that  was  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  loss  arising 
through  the  refineries  being  diminished. 
Even  if  the  loss  to  the  refiners  had  been 
very  considerable,  I  would  point  out  that 
that  loss  has  fallen  upon  very  few  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects,  whereas  the  benefit  of 
the  low  price  of  sugar  has  been  felt 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  coimtry  ;  but  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  case  for  saying  that  there  has 
been  this  great  loss  to  refineries.  It 
is  true  that  the  number  of  refineries  has 
been  largely  reduced,  but  at  this  moment 
the  refineries  which  do  exist  in  this 
<x>untry  are  refining  a  larger  aiaount  of 
sugar  than  was  refined  forty  years  ago, 
when  a  larger  number  of  refineries 
existed,  and,  at  any  rate,  taking  the  bi^- 
^er  refineries,  they  are  doing  very  well, 
^nd  are  making  very  large  profits.  There- 
fore, I  cannot  admit  that  there  is  a  case 
made  out  of  any  real  loss  arising  to 
the  refineries. 

Then  my  noble  friend  broke  out  into 
prophecy.  He  said  that  in  the  future 
these  advantages  arising  from  bounty-fed 
sugar  would  not  be  maintained,  and  that 
we  should  very  soon  find  that  we  should 
lose  by  it ;  in  fact,  thafc  eventually  the 
1>ounties  would  really  restrict  production. 
All  I  cin  say  is  that  I  prefer  the  testi- 
mony of  the  facts  of  the  past.  What  are 
the  facts  of  the  past  ?  They  are  rather 
remarkable.  In  the  year  1840  the  total 
sugar  crop  of  the  world  was  only  1,150,000 
tons;  in  1870  it  had  risen  to  2,416,000 
tons ;  in  1890,  to  5,702,000  tons ;  and  in 
1900  it  had  risen  to  8,800,000  tons,  so 
that  I  think  I  may  fairly  claim  that  the 
•experience  of  the  past  has  shown  that  the 
effect  of  bounties  nas  been  largely  to  in 
<srease  the  production  of  sugar  and  not 
to  reduce  it.  The  noble  Marquess  de- 
nounced bounties.  He  said  they  were  the 
worst  form  of  protection.  We  on  this 
4side  of  the  House  agree  with  the  noble 
Mar«quess    in    his    denunciation   of    the 


system  of  bounties.  We  could  join  hands 
with  him  in  the  desire  to  see  them 
abolished;  but  the  fault  we  find  is  not 
with  the  fact  that  the  bounties  are  going, 
but  with  the  method  in  which  they  are 
going.  The  intention  is  excellent,  but  the 
method  of  giving  effect  to  that  intention 
leaves  much  to  be  desired.  I  will  quote 
the  opinion  of  a  late  Member  of  your 
Lordships'  House,  who  was  a  champion  of 
sugar  bounties.  He  took  part  in  conven- 
tion after  convention,  and  was  a  great 
champion  of  sugar  bounties.  I  alluae  to 
the  late  Lord  Pirbrightl 


♦The  president  ofthr  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (The  Earl  of  Onslow)  : 
I  beg  the  noble  Lord's  pardon  for  inter- 
ruptmg  him,  but  Lord  Pirbright  and  I 
were  members  of  the  Conference  of  1887, 
the  whole  object  of  which  was  to  get  rid 
of  the  bounties.  Lord  Pirbright  was  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  get  rid  of  them.  I 
do  not  think  he  was  ever  a  champion  of 
sugar  bounties,  but  quite  the  reverse. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  I  may  have 
expressed  myself  badly,  but  what  I  meant 
to  say  was  that  the  late  Lord  Pirbright 
was  a  champion  of  the  abolition  of  sugar 
bounties. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
You  omitted  the  word  "  abolition." 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  I  am  veiy 
sorry.  Now,  what  was  Lord  Pirbright's 
opinion  with  regard  to  this  proposal  to 
abolish  sugar  bounties  1  I  have  here  the 
conclusion  of  a  letter  that  he  wrote  to 
The  Times  on  this  subject.  He  wrove— 

"  I  have  attempted  impartially  to  examine 
the  Brussels  Ck>nventioD,  and,  for  the  reasons 
I  have  stated,  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  ratified  by  Great 
Britain.  Our  sucar-growing  colonies  could 
not  be  benefited  by  the  acceptance  of  a  Con- 
vention which  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  interests  of  their  staple  indus- 
try really  confers  special  advantages  on  the 
bounty-giving  Powers,  while  denying  to  Great 
Britain  the  right  to  grant  any  special  benefits 
to  her  own  possessions,  while  the  omi&sion  from 
the  Convention  of  the  provision  protecting  the 
signatory  Powers  agamst  reprisals  under  the 
most-favoured-nation  clause  exposes  this 
country  to  the  dangers  attendant  upon  denun- 
ciation  of  commercial  treaties,  and  the  conse- 
quent grave  losses  to  our  export  trade." 

At  any  rate,  Lord  Pirbright,  champion 
as  he  was  of  this  policy,  was  absolutely 
against  the  method  that  has  been  adopted 
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in  this  Convention  by  His  Majesty's 
Government.  There  are  two  questions 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  noble  Marquess. 
The  first  is,  whether  a  country  granting 
special  railway  rates  to  sugar  would  be 
considered  to  be  giving  a  bounty.  That 
is  an  important  point,  especially  in  the 
case  of  countries  in  which  the  railway 
system  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  admit  that  if  Parliament  should 
so  desire  it,  and  the  Government  should 
so  determine  in  the  future,  it  is  possible, 
under  the  Bill,  to  return  to  countervail- 
ing duties,  but  still  the  policy  which  is 
adopted  in  the  Bill  is  one  of  total  pro- 
hibition. It  is  said  that  this  proposal  in- 
volves the  securing  of  free  trade.  There  is 
one  great  bar  to  that  in  the  Bill,  and  that 
is  the  proposal  with  regard  to  the  siutax. 
The  surtax  is  nothing  in  the  world  but  a 
bounty  under  another  name.  That  view 
is  accepted  even  by  such  a  body  as  the 
Anti-Bounty  League  of  the  West  Indies. 
Here  is  a  quotation  from  a  letter  addressed 
by  them  in  January,  1902,  to  the  Colonial 
Office.    They  say — 

"In  connection  with  this,  we  would  refer 
you  to  the  letter  recently  forwarded  by  us  to 
the  Marquess  of  Lanftdowne,  a  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  cartel 
has  doubled  the  German  bounty,  which  was 
£1  5tf.  Od.  per  ton.  It  is  now  £2  109.  Or/.,  and 
can,  with  the^onsent  of  the  Grerman  Govern- 
ment, be  increased  to  £3  158.  Od.  without 
any  alterations  of  the  existing  Customs  and 
Excise  duties.  Thus,  if  the  cartel  is  allowed 
to  continue,  the  German  Government  can  well 
ffive  up  its  official  export  bounty  and  still 
leave  the  industry  with  double  the  bounty  it 
enjoyed  last  year." 

The  surtax  which  is  allowed  under  thisBiil 
is  exactly  that  sum  of  £2  lOs.  Od.  per 
ton,  and  it  is  evident  that  in  the  opinion 
of  those  engaged  in  the  sugar  industry 
a  surtax  of  £2  iOs.  Od.  wotild  leave  the 
industry  with  double  the  bounty  it 
en  joyed  last  year,  and,  as  they  sav,  the 
German  Government  might  well  give 
up  its  official  export  k)unty.  The 
noble  Marquess  made  a  great  point  of 
the  fact,  that  he,  at  any  rate,  did  not 
expect  any  material  enhancement  of 
the  price  of  sugar,  owing  to  the  Con- 
vention. I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  I 
do  not  rather  agree  with  the  noble 
Marquess  in  that  opinion.  If  that  is 
the  case,  it  there  is  no  material  enhance- 
ment of  the  price,  then  it  is  true  that 
no  harm  is  done  to  the  consumer  in 
this  country;  but,  also,  no  good  what- 
Lord  Tweedmouth. 


ever  is  done  to  the  producer  in  the  West 
Indies.  The  West  Indies  do  not  gain  and 
this  country  does  not  lose,  and  we  are 
all  very  much  as  we  were  in  spite  of 
all  the  disturbance  to  trade  and  all  the 
fuss  and  debates  in  Parliament  that 
this  proposal  has  caused,  is  it  altogether 
certain  that  we  are  doing  a  kindness 
to  the  West  Indies  by  going  out  of 
our  way  to  foster  an  industry  which, 
after  all,  despite  the  great  demand  for 
sugar  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  has  not 
done  very  well  in  the  past? 

I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  with 
regard  to  the  positionof  someof  the  islands 
inthe  West  Indies,  and  I  will  refer  to  none 
that  I  have  not  myself  visited.  The 
prosperity  of  the  West  India  Islands 
varies  precisely  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  to  which  they  have  givett 
up  sugar  cultivation  and  taken 
up  other  forms  of  industry.  Take 
Trinidad.  The  industry  of  Trinidad  was 
largely  sugar  growing.  It  still  exports  a 
considerable  amount  of  sugar,  and  it  has 
the  very  best  factories  and  the  very  best 
machinery,  but  Trinidad  has  also  other 
great  sources  of  industry.  It  grows  a 
great  amount  of  cocoa,  and  it  also  under- 
takes a  good  deal  of  trade  as  between  this 
country  and  South  America.  Trinidad, 
I  think  it  will  be  admitted,  is  in  conse- 
quence a  prosperous  island.  Go  to  To- 
bago, an  island  close  by,  which  is  a  de- 
pendency of  Trinidad,  and  you  find  that 
that  island  is  extremely  badly  off.  Then 
if  you  go  north  to  Grenada,  you  find  an 
island  which  has  entirely  given  up  sugar 
growing.  It  is  very  prosperous,  and  it 
grows  large  quantities  of  cocoa.  Then  go 
to  St.  Vincent.  That  is  an  island  that  has 
also  given  up  sugar,  but  has  been  brought 
to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy  through  the 
frightful  eruption  which  took  place  there, 
and  also  •by  the  severe  competition  it  has 
had  to  meet  in  arrowroot.  Then  go  to 
Barbados,  that  is  an  island  94  per  cent 
of  whose  exports  is  sugar,  an  island  that 
has  not  got  any  modern  machinery,  and 
produces  very  Httle  except  the  common 
muscovado  sugar.  There  you  have  an 
island  which  barely  gets  on,  and  it  is 
certainly  not  prosperous.  Then  go  on  to 
Antigua.  You  there  have  an  island  ex- 
porting 95  per  cent,  of  sugar,  and  in  very 
much  the  same  position  as  Barbados.  I 
should  like  to  quote  a  Report  by  Governor 
Sir  H.  M.  Jackson  to  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
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dated  25th  February,  1902,  in  which  he 
says — 

"  What  the  effect  of  the  abolition  of  boaDties 
may  prove  to  he  in  large  colonies  producing 
high-grade  aa^rs  it  is  not  for  me  to  say,  since 
the  Leeward  telands  are  not  among  them ;  but 
it  is  only  too  certain  that  in  these  islands  pro- 
ducing only  muscovado,  and  that  by  means  of 
indifferent  machinery,  the  immeaiate  effect 
will  be  the  reverse  of  beneficial.  The  American 
market  is  now  the  only  one,  a  precarious  one 
at  best,  but  still  the  only  one,  now  open  to  the 
low-grade  sugars  of  these  islands." 

And  he  goes  on  to  say — 

'*  So  far  then  from  the  possible  abolition  of 
the  bounties  making  the  question  of  central 
factories  less  pressing,  at  least  so  far  as  Antigua 
is  concerned,  it  only  makes  it  of  more  vital  im- 
portance. If  the  bounty  system  is  continued, 
the  industry  may  linger  on  for  a  short  time, 
yet  in  a  gradually  diminishing  condition,  but 
Avith  its  abolition,  and  without  central 
factories,  there  will  be  immediate  stoppage  in 
many  of  the  largest  estates." 

I  think  that  is  pretty  good  proof  that  the 
remedies  you  are  proposing  are  not,  at 
any  rate,  certain  to  bring  prosperity  in 
their  w&ke.  The  (Governor  also  points 
out  that  America  must  be,  from  geo- 
graphical reasons,  the  only  market  for 
these  islands.  I  go  on  to  Jamaica. 
Jamaica  is,  I  think,  as  large  in  acreage  as 
the  whole  of  the  other  West  Indian 
Islands.  It  is  a  very  prosperous  island, 
yet  it  hardly  exports  any  sugar  at  all  now. 
Here  is  a  list  of  its  exports :  Fruit,  51*6 
per  cent.;  coffee,  7*8;  sugar,  7*0;  rum, 
6-4  ;  dyewoods,  6*2  ;  pimento,  4*0  ; 
minor  produce,  17*0.  Tliere,  I  think, 
is  proof  that  the  island  that  relies 
on  other  products  than  sugar  is  the 
one  that  is  really  more  likely  to  succeed 
and    remain     permanently     prosperous. 

I  now  come  to  Demerara.  There  you 
have  a  large  territory  which  has  not  been 
developed  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
because  the  sugar  planters  have  refused 
to  allow  men  to  settle  in  the  interior 
and  develop  it  It  is  a  country  where 
sugar  is  produced  under  the  best  con- 
ditions, where  they  have  the  best 
machinery,  with,  I  think,  an  import  duty 
of  £14  per  ton  placed  on  sugar  coming 
into  the  country,  and  with  everything 
that  the  sugar  planter  requires  for  his 
trade  admitted  free  of  duty ;  yet  that 
country  has  only  just  succeeded  in  good 
years  in  making  a  profit  on  its  sugar. 

The  view  that  I  am  venturing  to  put 
forward  is  also  supported  by  the  Report 
of  the  West  Indian  Commission.  That 
Commission  looked  into    the    question 


from  the  point  of  view  especially  of  the 
sugar  interest,  and  it  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  while  the  imposition  of 
countervailing  duties  would  inflict  in- 
jury on  the  people  of  this  country,  it 
was  not  certain  that  such  a  plan  would 
resuscitate  the  sugar  growing  industry. 
Here  are  one  or  two  quotations  from 
their  Report,  which  will  show  what  their 
view  was.    The  Report  says — 

"  Owin^  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  climate 
such  articles  of  human  food  as  are  yielded  hy 
cultivation  in  the  tropics  can,  as  a  rule,  be 
readily  produced  in  larse  quantities,  and  there 
is  consequently  no  likeuhood  of  any  permanent 
deficiency  of  the  bare  necessaries  of  existence 
for  the  labouring  classes.  It  seems  to  us  that 
no  reform  afforas  so  good  a  prospect  for  the 
permanent  welfare  in  the  future  of  the  West 
Indies  as  the  settlement  of  the  labouring  popu 
lation  on  the  land  as  small  peasant  propiMetorn. 
The  settlement  of  the  labourers  on  the  land 
has  not,  as  a  rule,  been  viewed  with  favour  in 
the  past  by  persons  interested  in  the  sugar 
estates.  What  suited  them  best  was  a  large 
supply  of  labourers  entirely  dependent  on 
being  able  to  find  work  on  the  estates  and 
consequently  subject  to  their  control  and 
willing  to  work  at  low  rates  of  wages." 

The  Report  then  remarks  on  the  evils 
arising  from  absentee  landowners  and 
the  influence  of  sugar  capitalists  with 
the  Government,  and  winas  up  by  say- 
ing— 

**  It  is  the  special  duty  of  your  Majesty's 
Government  to  see  that  the  welfare  of  the 
general  public  is  not  sacrificed  to  the  interests 
or  supposed  interests  of  a  small  but  influential 
minority  which  has  special  means  of  enforcing 
its  wishes  and  bringing  its  claims  to  notice." 

I  do  not  think  that  you  can  lightly 
put  aside  the  recommendations  of  that 
Commission,  and  they  are  recommenda- 
tions which  I  would  press  on  His  Majestpr's 
Grovernment.  The  Convention  earned 
out  by  this  Bill  will,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  confer  a  very  doubtful  bene- 
fit on  the  West  Indies,  and  I  think 
it  will  confer  still  more  doubtful  benefit 
on  Great  Britain.  In  order  to  get  that, 
you  are  proposing  to  place  your  fiscal 
arrangements,  so  far  as  sugar  is  con- 
cerned, under  the  control  of  foreim 
Powers.  You  are  going  to  hand  over  the 
decision  of  all  fiscal  matters  relating  to 
the  taxing  of  sugar  in  this  country,  to  a 
Commission,  consisting  of  eleven  mem- 
bers, of  whom  ten  are  foreigners  and  the 
representatives  of  producing  countries, 
and  you  alone  have  a  single  representative. 

Then  there  is  a  still  more  extraordinary 
provision.  In  this  Bill  you  propose  abso- 
lutely    to     exclude     raw    sugar    from 
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•producing  countries  which  have  not 
come  under  the  Convention  and  which 
give  bounties,  but  while  it  is  proposed  to 
make  that  exclusion,  you  admit  the  manu- 
factured article  made  from  that  bounty- 
fed  sugar.  That  is  the  most  extraordinary 
proposal  that  ever  emanated  from  any 
British  Government.  Let  us  take  Italy. 
You  forbid  her  sugar  coming  into  this 
country,  yet  you  receive  from  her  readily 
and  without  duty,  sweets  made  out  of  that 
very  sugar.  If  the  Bill  is  to  be  success- 
ful in  what  I  maintain  to  be  its  main 
object — namely,  the  assistance  of  the  West 
Indies,  you  must  increase  the  price  of 
sugar  considerably  to  the  consumer  here 
in  England,  and,  if  you  do  that,  I  main- 
tain that  you  violate  the  first  principles 
of  free  trade.  For  these  reasons  I  sup- 
port the  Amendment  which  has  been 
moved  by  the  noble  Earl  beside  me. 


♦The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  :  My  Lords, 
sugar  is  the  natural  and  only  product 
of  a  large  number  of  the  West  India 
Islands,  and  its  production  employs  a 
large  amount  of  labour.  By  destroying 
the  sugar  industry  in  the  West  India 
Islands  by  this  system  of  bounties  you 
kill,  by  artificial  means,  an  industry  which 
nature  intended  should  be  carried  on, 
and  which  is  most  beneficial  to  the 
peofde.  It  is  said  that  the  labouring 
population  can  be  settled  on  the  land  by 
giving  them  small  holdings.  The  Govern- 
ment have  gone  as  far  in  that  direction 
as  is  possible,  but  it  is  not  very  far.  The 
advantages  which  we  believe  this  Bill 
will  give  to  the  West  Indies  are  not  that 
it  will  raise  the  price  of  sugar,  nor  that  of 
itself  it  will  result  in  an  increased  con- 
sumption of  cane  sugar  from  those  is- 
lands— though  we  believe  it  islikely  to  have 
that  efi'ect— but  that,  when  it  is  known 
that  the  price  of  sugar  is  not  liable  to 
violent  fluctuation  owing  to  bounties, 
and  that  there  will  be  security  for 
capital,  people  will  be  willing  to  invest 
capital  in  those  islands,  and  a 
greater  quantity  of  machinery  will  be 
made  and  sent  from  this  country  to 
the  West  Indies.  The  noble  Earl  who 
moved  the  rejection  of  this  Bill  said  that 
we  were  handing  over  to  a  foreign  Com- 
mission the  control  of  our  fiscal  system 
80  far  as  sugar  is  concerned.  We  are 
doing  nothing  of  the  kind.  This  Bill 
gives  effect  to  a  convention  which  his 

Lord  Tweedmouth, 


Majesty's  Gk)vernment  have  entered  into. 
All  the  Bill  does  is  to  lay  down  certain 
propositions  to  which  Parliament  have 
assented,  and  asks  the  permanent  Com- 
mission to  decide  whether  those  condi- 
tions are  being  carried  out  by  the  several 
countries  concerned.  Lord  Tweedmouth 
asked  whether  a  preferential  railway  rate 
would  be  a  bounty.  That  is  one  of  the 
things  which  the  permanent  Commission 
will  be  called  upon  to  examine  and 
decide. 

Earl  SPENCEE  :  I  quite  admit  that. 
My  contention  was  that  if  certain  coun 
tries  produced  sugar  by  bounty  we  should 
be  bound  to  meet  it  by  countervailing 
duties. 

*The  Earl  of  ONSLOW :  The  Com- 
mission are  a  jury,  not  judges,  and  will 
have  to  decide  on  a  question  of  fact.  The 
Convention  gives  power  to  each  of  the 
contracting  parties  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  Dounty-fed  sugar,  but  it  will 
be  in  the  competence  of  rarliament,  in- 
stead of  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
sugar  from  a  bounty-giving  country,  to 
impose  countervailing  duties.  If  at  any 
time  since  bounties  came  into  existence 
this  country  had  possessed  the  revolver 
which  the  noble  Marquess  has  asked  for, 
and  had  been  able  to  impose  countervail- 
ing duties,  those  bounties  would  not  have 
lasted  twenty-four  hours.  All  the  parties 
to  the  Convention  have  agreed  that  the 
time  has  come  when  bounties  should  be 
removed,  and  the  Government  think  that 
the  least  this  country  can  do  is  to  under- 
take to  impose  a  penalty  if  any  of  them 
break  the  Convention.  The  Government 
do  not  lay  great  stress  upon  the  advant- 
ages which  will  be  derived  by  the  refining 
industry  in  this  country  from  prohibition 
or  the  imposition  of  countervailing  duties 
on  sugar.  In  the  first  place  we  do  not 
believe  it  will  ever  be  necessary  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  sugar,  except 
possibly  sugar  from  some  countries  such 
as  Russia,  whose  exportation  to  England 
is  trifling.  We  believe  that,  while  the 
price  of  sugar  will  probably  not  rise  higher 
than  the  average  price  during  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years,  this  Bill  will  prevent 
Germany  and  Austria,  who  were  rapidly 
obtaining  a  monopoly  of  our  market,  from 
obtaining  that  monopoly  and  dictating  to 
us  what  should  be  the  price  of  sugar  in 
this  country.     We  believe  that  the  Bill 
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will  encourage  the  investment  of  capital  and  that  the  Bill  will  restore  real  free 

in  the  West  Indies,  and  that  the  result  trade. 

will  be  enormously  to  increase  the  growth 

of  sugar  all  over  the  world.     We  believe  On  Question,   "That  the   word  now 

that  the  price  of  sugar  will  not  be  mate-  stand  part  of  the  iMotion."    Their  Lord- 

rially  increased,  because  it  will  be  regu-  ships    divided : — Contents,     108 ;    Not- 

lated  by  the  law  of  supply  and  demand.  Contents,  16. 
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Bill  read  2^  accordingly.  Committee 
negatived.  Then  (Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  having  been  suspended),  Bill 
read  3*  and  passed. 

LICENSING  ACTS  (SCOTLAND)  CON- 
SOLIDATION  AND  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Bill  read  3a  (according  to  Order)  with 
the  Amendments. 


The  SECEETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  BuitwiOH) :  I  have  a 
large  number  of  Amendments  to  move  to 
this  Bill,  but  with  one  or  two  exceptions 
they  are  of  an  entirely  drafting  character. 
Many  of  them  have  been  necessitated  by 
the  great  number  of  changes  that  were 
made  in  the  Bill  in  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. I  have  very  carefully  considered 
the  Amendments,  and  can  assure  your 
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Lordships  that  with  a  very  few  exceptions 
they  are,  as  I  have  said,  of  a  formal 
nature.  One  of  the  Amendments  is  in 
pursuance  of  a  promise  I  gave  to  my 
noble  friend,  Lord  Camperdown,  to  allow 
Membei*s  representing  boroughs  on  the 
County  Council  to  vote  for  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Appeal  Courts.  There  is  also 
an  Amendment  in  the  second  schedule  to 
add  the  Burgh  of  Haddington,  which  has 
a  population  of  4,000.  We  propose  to 
give  it  the  privilege  of  retaining  its  own 
licensing  Court  the  same  as  the  other 
burghs  of  similar  population. 

Further  Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed , 
and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

IRISH    LAND    BILL. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order). 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN  said  the  first 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name  had 
been  put  down  with  the  object  of  pro- 
testing against  what  was  really  an  in- 
justice to  the  owners  of  many  estates.  It 
was  laid  down  in  the  Bill  as  it  now  stood 
that  all  estates,  the  rents  of  which  had 
been  fixed  before  the  year  1896,  should 
be  treated  under  Sub-section  (6)  of  Clause 
1  of  the  Bill.  That  meant  that  the 
highest  percentage —20  per  cent. — must 
be  given  on  every  rent  on  those  estates 
which  were  sold  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  It  was  an  injustice  to  include 
all  estates,  the  rents  of  which  were  fixed 
before  1896,  because  from  1885,  as  could 
be  proved  by  reference  to  the  Cowper 
Commission  in  fixing  rents,  the  great  fall 
in  agricultural  prices  was  taken  into  full 
consideration.  In  the  year  1886,  rents 
were  reduced  24*1  per  cent;  in  1887  they 
were  reduced  31*3  per  cent ;  and  in  1888 
28*3  per  cent.  That  showed  that  ample 
consideration  was  taken  for  the  fall  in 
prices.  He  did  not  bring  the  Amend- 
ment forward  with  any  nope  that  the 
Grovernment  would  accept  it ;  but  as  a 
strong  protest  against  what  he  believed  to 
be  a  great  injustice  under  the  BilL 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  1,  lines  17  and  18,  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  passing  of  the  Act  of  1896  *  and  to  insert 
*lst  day  of  ,fi«iuary,  1886.'"— (^^  Earl  of 
Arran.) 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
The  noble  Earl  has  admitted  that  he  has 

Laid  Balfour  of  Burkigh. 


moved  this  Amendment  without  any  ex- 
pectation that  it  can  be  accepted  by  the 
Gk)vernment,  and  therefore  it  is  hardly 
necessary  that  I  should  detain  your 
Lordships  at  any  length  upon  it.  The 
noble  Earl  did  not  move  the  Amendment 
in  Committee,  and  I  did  not  understand 
that  it  was  coing  to  be  moved  on  Report. 
The  noble  £arl  must  be  aware  that  the 
Amendment  would  entirely  alter  and 
revolutionise  the  whole  basis  upon  which 
the  proposals  of  this  Bill  have  been  made. 
The  date  1896  was  taken  for  two  reasons. 
Firstly,  it  was  the  fifteenth  year  after  the 
Act  of  1881  had  been  passed,  when  a 
second  revision  of  rents  became  necessary, 
(t  was  also  the  date  of  an  amending  Act 
of  Parliament  which  introduced  many 
important  and  essential  changes  into  the 
mode  by  which  a  fair  rent  was  arrived  at 
Many  of  those  Amendments  were  intro- 
duced by  the  desire  of  the  landlords 
themselves,  including  one  which,  I 
recollect,  led  to  a  great  deal  of  discussion 
in  this  House — I  refer  to  the  introduction 
of  what  was  called  the  Pink  Schedule; 
and  1896  must  be  accepted  as  the  year 
at  which  a  serious  attempt  was  made  for 
the  first  time  to  lay  down  the  scientific 
principles  upon  which  a  fair  rent  can  be 
oased.  The  whole  of  the  discussions  on 
this  Bill  have  proceeded  in  the  other 
House,  and,  so  far,  also  in  this  House,  o» 
the  basis  that  second-term  rents  should 
be  held  to  be  those  which  had  been  fixed 
after  1896,  and  it  really  would  be  an 
unwarrantable  waste  of  time  if  we  were 
to  attempt  at  this  stage  in  our  proceedings 
to  go  back  on  that  date. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House^ 
withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  had  an 
Amendment  on  Clause  3,  which  provides 
that  where  the  owner  of  an  estate  has 
entered  into  agreements  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  for  the  sale  to  persona 
other  than  the  Land  Conunission,  of  the 
estate,  the  Commission  may  purchase  from 
him  any  demesne  or  other  land  in  his 
occupation  and  adjacent  to,  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  of,  the  estate,  at  the  sell- 
ing value  of  that  land,  and  in  such  case 
may  resell  the  whole  or  any  portion  of 
that  land  to  him. 

He  moved  to  leave  out  the  words  "and 
adjacent  to,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of^ 
the  estate."  In  all  the  speeches 
he     had    made,     and     the     votes    he 
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had  given,  he  had  attempted  to 
keep  within  the  spirit  o!  the  Bill  and  to 
respect  the  compact  which  he  understood 
had  been  made  between  His  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Irish  Members  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  He  did  not 
think  his  Amendment  attacked  that  com- 
pact in  any  way.  He  had  read  that  day 
that  a  great  deal  of  disappointment  had 
been  experienced  by  their  friends  in 
Ireland  with  regJird  to  the  small  amount 
of  improvement  in  the  Bill  from  their 
point  of  view  which  they  had  been  able 
to  effect.  He  confessed  they  had  not 
obtained  many  concessions,  but  they  had 
seciu-ed  some  alterations  with  regard  to 
procedure  which  were  valuable.  When 
the  Bill  was  introduced  one  of  the  boons 
offered  by  Mr.  Wyndham  to  the  Irish 
landlords  was  that  they  would  be  allowed, 
if  they  chose,  to  sell  their  demesnes  to 
the  new  Estates  Commissioners  and  buy 
them  back  again  by  means  of  an  advance 
made  to  them  at  3i  per  cent,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years ;  but  when  the  Bill  appeared 
they  found  that  this  privilege  was  very 
largely  restricted.  There  were  a  great 
many  demesnes  which  were  not  attached 
to  the  estates  of  the  owners.  The  result 
of  the  clause  as  it  stood  would  be  that 
many  landlords,  whose  demesnes  were 
not  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their 
estates,  would  be  unable  to  take 
advantage  of  its  provisions.  He 
now  came  to  the  main  Treasury 
objection.  The  Treasury,  as  he  imder- 
stoiyd,  thought  they  saved  money  by  this ; 
but  since  the  debate  the  other  night  a 
Return  had  been  furnished  which  he  had 
moved  for  last  month,  showing  the  total 
advances  made  since  1870  and  the  repay- 
ments under  the  whole  of  the  Land  Acts 
since  1870.  That  Return  was  only  circu- 
lated on  Saturday,  and  he  found  from  it 
that  in  the  thirty-three  years  that  had 
elapsed  since  1870  the  total  advances  had 
been  £23,000,000  odd  of  which 
£3,000,000  had  been  repaid.  In  making 
this  Return  the  authorities  had  done  some- 
thing for  which  He  had  not  asked.  They 
had  divided  the  advances  into  four  separ- 
ate heads.  They  had  taken  the  advances 
under  Mr.  Gladstone's  Act  of  1870,  where 
the  advances  were  small ;  the  advances 
under  the  Act  of  1881  which  were  not 
much  larger.  But  when  they  came  to 
what  they  call  the  Ashbourne  Acts  of 
1885  he  found  the  increase  very  con- 
siderable,  and  for    the   series  of  years 


between  1885  and  1891,  advances  were 
made  at  a  considerably  larger  rate 
than  they  had  been  since.  Speaking  on 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  he  had 
stated  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  more 
than  £1,000,000  worth  of  land 
through  the  land  Court  in  one  year  owing 
to  the  searches.  He  found  from  this  re- 
port that  he  was  mistaken,  because  under 
this  Act  they  had  succeeded  in  getting 
£1,500,000  worth  through,  and  this  might 
be  extended  to  £2,000,000,  but  even  then 
it  would  take  fifty  years  to  get  this 
£100,000,000  spent.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  be  able  to  get  them 
out  of  that  difficulty. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  3,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  and  adjacent  to  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  estate.'  ''—(The  Earl  of  Belmorc.) 

Lord  CLONCURRY  said  all  must  be 
well  aware  of  the  importance  of  this 
Amendment.  For  some  hundreds  of  years 
numerous  landlords  had  taken  up  their 
residence  within  what  was  called  the 
"  pale,"  and  although  they  no  doubt  did  so- 
principally  for  safety,  they  did  not  at  the 
same  time  relinquish  the  ownership  in 
their  tenanted  land  in  the  western  and 
southern  counties  of  Ireland.  If  these 
objectionable  words  were  allowed  to  re- 
main in  the  clause  these  landlords  would 
be  excluded  from  the  benefit  offered  by 
the  clause,  and  so  intense  would  be  the  feel- 
ing of  resentment  against  such  an  injustice 
that  he  knew  several  landlords  who  would 
postpone  the  sale  of  their  lands  until  these 
woros  were  struck  out.  He  .submitted 
that  this  benefit  should  be  given  to  the 
landlords,  and  that  these  words  should  be 
struck  out. 

The  Earl  of  CREWE  said  he  under- 
stood the  interpretation  put  upon  the 
clause,  as  it  stood,  by  Lord  Belmore  and 
other  speakers,  was  that  the  Land  Com- 
mission could  only  purchase  the  demesne 
of  any  landlordprovided  that  that  demesne 
was  adjacent  to,  or  in  the  neighbourhood 
of,  an  estate  which  was  sold,  and  conse- 
quently a  landowner  with  a  demesne  in 
the  County  of  Kildare  and  an  estate  in 
Cork  would  be  excluded  from  taking 
advantage  of  this  clause.  He  would  like 
to  know  if  that  was  the  right  interpreta 
tion  of  the  clause,  because  he  had  heard 
it  stated  that  the  demesne  was  not- 
governed  by   the  words  "land  adjacent 
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to  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  estate," 
but  that  an  entirely  different  meaning 
was  placed  upon  >it  If  the  noble  Lord 
was  ri^ht  in  his  contention  then  it  was 
a  considerable  hardship  to  a  landlord  so 
situated,  and  an  entirely  unnecessary 
hardship.  He  could  not  understand  how 
it  could  interfere  with  the  working  of  the 
Act  to  allow  a  landlord  having  a  demesne 
which  he  wished  to  sell,  to  take  advantage 
of  this  Clause  3.  He  thought  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  should  accept  this  Amendment. 

The  Dukk  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
believe  the  noble  Earl  behind  me  and  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  have  quite  clearly 
interpreted  the  effect  of  this  clause. 
Under  the  clause  when  "  the  owner  of  an 
estate  has  entered  into  an  agreement 
under  the  Act  for  a  sale  to  persons  other 
than  the  Land  Commission,  of  the  estate, 
the  Land  Commission  mav  piu*chase  from 
him  any  demesne  or  other  land  in  his 
occupation  adjacent  to,  or  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  estate."  **The,"  I 
understand,  means  that  estate.  I  con- 
ceive, therefore,  that  the  interpretation 
placed  upon  the  clause  is  quite  correct. 
As  I  said  the  other  day,  the  Amendment 
that  has  been  moved  is  one  which  we 
regard  with  a  great  deal  of  sympathy. 
The  noble  Earl  opposite  said  he  did  not 
understand  on  what  ground  or  principle 
it  could  be  refused,  and  I  am  very  much 
Klisposed  to  agree  with  him,  but  the  ob- 
jection which  the  Treasury  takes  is  that 
it  may  very  much  increase  the  amount 
ivhich  they  are  called  upon  to  advance 
under  this  clause, and  when  they  assented 
to  this  clause  they  did  it  with  the  object 
of  providing  that  the  demesne  attach- 
ing to  the  estate,  having  been  sold,  the 
o>vner  should  be  assisted  to  re-claim 
it.  Although  we  view  this  Amend- 
ment with  sympathy  there  has  not 
been  time  to  ascertain  what  view  the 
Treasury  will  take  on  it  when  they 
have  it  pkced  before  them,  but  I  shall  be 
happy  to  accept  the  noble  Earl's  Amend- 
ment on  the  condition  that  I  cannot 
guarantee  as  to  what  reception  it  will  meet 
^'ith  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  DUNBOYNE  said  the  next 
Amendment  related  to  the  same  subject 
:matter  as  the  last.  The  object  of  this 
additional   clause    was   to    enable    ven- 

The  Earl  of  Cretce, 


dors  who  had  scattered  eatates  and  who 
desired  to  purchase  their  demesne,  to  be 
able  to  do  so,  which  the  Bill  as  it  now 
stood,  did  not  permit.  In  the  Bill,  as  it 
now  stood,  if  an  owner  were  to  sell  estate 
"  A"  and  subsequently  desired  to  re-pur- 
chase his  demesne  '*  B,"  he  would  not  be 
allowed  to  aggregate  the  two  sums  of  pur- 
chase money,  but  could  only  take  one- 
third  of  the  purchase  money  of  the 
demesne,  and  therefore  would  not  be  al- 
lowed to  take  into  account  the  money  he 
had  received  for  his  other  estate.  The 
estates  in  the  West  of  Ireland  were  very 
scattered,  and  it  certainly  did  seem  a 
great  hardship,  if,  on  estates  sold  to 
tenants  at  different  times,  the  landlord 
should  not  be  in  a  position  to  re-purchase 
his  demesne,  simply  because  the  estates 
had  been  sold  at  different  periods.  The 
object  of  this  Amendment  was,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  estates 
were  sold  at  different  periods,  the  money 
should  be  aggregated,  so  that  the  amount 
which  the  landlord  would  receive  should 
be  one-third  of  the  total,  not  exceeding 
J&20,000.  The  new  clause  which  he 
now  had  the  honour  to  move  would,  he 
thought,  meet  this  point  fairly  and 
properly.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  4,  line  6,  after  the  word  '  it '  to 
insert  as  a  new  eub-section :  *  (5)  In  estimating 
the  amount  which  may  be  advanced  under 
this  section  for  the  re-purchase  by  the  vendor 
of  any  demesne  or  other  land,  ana  any  mansion 
or  dwelling-house  or  other  buildings  thereon, 
the  Land  Commission  may  take  into  account 
the  aggregate  amount  of  the  purchase  money 
of  thenoldings  and  other  parcels  of  land  sold 
by  the  same  vendor  or  by  his  m^ecessors  in 
title  under  this  Act.*  '* — {Lord  Dunhoyne,) 

Lord  CLONBROCK  said  he  would 
like  to  support  what  had  fallen  from  his 
noble  friend.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  support  the  Amendment.  He  had 
very  little  to  add  to  what  had  been  said, 
the  noble  Lord  having  stated  the  facts 
fairly  and  well.  Of  coarse  they  would 
understand  that  with  the  best  will  in  the 
world  it  would  take  a  landlord  a  con- 
siderable time  to  sell  his  property  The 
matter  would  drag  over  a  considerable 
number  of  years,  if  his  estateis  were  of  a 
composite  character,  that  is  a  combination 
of  several  estates  which  could  not  always 
be  sold  together.  What  harm  did  this 
do  1  A  man  could  [not  get  the  benefit 
'  except  under  the  agreement  of  sale.     It 
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seemed  very  hard,  because  his  property 
was  not  in  the  ring  fence  but  was  so 
situated  that  it  could  not  be  all  sold  at 
one  time,  that  this  provision  should 
exclude  him.  He  did  not  see  that  any 
objection  could  be  made  to  the  Amend- 
ment. 

The  Dukk  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  am 
afraid  that  there  is  not  the  smallest  possi- 
bility that  the  Treasury  will  be  induced 
to  consent  to  this  further  extension,  when 
I  look  at  the  concessions  they  have  made 
to  the   landlords  in   this  respect.     Lord 
Dunboyne  said  it  was  a  very  great  hard- 
ship that  this  extension  should  not  be 
considered.     I  think  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  whole  clause,  and  the  Acts 
embodied  in   that  clause,  were  a  very 
great  concession  indeed  to  landlords,  and 
one  that  is  by  no  means  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Act.   It  was  not  impera- 
tive that  any  concession  should  be  given, 
but  this  is  an  attempt  the  Gk)V8mment 
have    made    to    satisfy    the   resolution 
which    was    agreed    upon  by  the  Con- 
ference—  that    inducement    should    be 
offered  to  the  landlords  in  Ireland,  after 
the  sale  of  their  estates  to  the  tenants, 
to  reside  there  in   occupation   of  their 
own  houses  and  demesnes  ;  and  in  order  to 
facilitate  that,  in  order  to  assist  and  en- 
able them  to  do  so,  the  Treasury  made  a 
yery  considerable  concession  which  would 
enable  landlords  to  pay  off  a  considerable 
amountof  the  encumbrances  which  existed 
on  their  demesnes,  and  substitute  for  those 
encumbrances  a  far  more  moderate  rate 
of  interest.    Such  a  concession  as  that,  it 
is   evident,   must  be    limited  if  the  de- 
mands upon  the  Treasury  are  to  be  kept 
within  reasonable  bounds  ;  and  it  must  be 
recognised  that  the  Treasury  have  some 
voice  as  to  the   limits  it  is  necessary  to 
impose  in  this  concession.     In  regard  to 
the   former  Amendment  that  I  have  con- 
sented to,  I  have  said  that  the  Treasury 
will    possibly  agree  to    it;   but   I    am 
perfectly  certain  that   this  Amendment 
would  be  one    which   they   would   feel 
themselves  justified  in  refusing. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said  the 
next  Amendment  he  had  to  move  related 
to  three  different  subjects  ;  therefore  it 
would  be  better  to  take  each  subject 
separately.  The  first  paragraph  was  one 
which  explained  itself,  and  if  he  was  not 


mistaken  the  Amendment  left  things  in 
the  same  state  as  existed  under  the 
Land  Act  of  1881.  If  that  was  so  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  exceptioa 
taken  to  it.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  4,  line  12,  after  the  word  '  settle- 
ment'  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-seotion  the  words 
'(5.)  Where  any  settled  land  is  so  purchased 
and  re-8old  to  the  vendor,  or  sola  to  such 
other  person  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  free  and 
discharged  from  all  saperior  or  intervening 
interests  and  encumbrances  whatsoever,  and 
from  ad  terms  of  years,  powers,  and  other 
provisions  for  securing  the  same,  and  the  same 
shall  be  transferred  to  the  purchase  money  in 
like  manner  as  immediately  before  the  sale 
they  attached  to  the  said  lands.'  ''—{The  Earl 
of  Belmort.) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIKE  :  I  am 
advised  that  this  is  an  Amendment  whick 
is  absolutely  unnecessary,  and  that  the 
noble  Lord  has  overlooked  one  eircum* 
stance.!  If  the  noble  Lord  will  refer 
to  Clause  16,  very  nearly  at  the  bottom  of 
page  10,  he  will  find  that  Clause  16  states 
that,  provided  a  vesting  order  shall  be 
made,  it  shall  be  effectual  to  vest 
in  the  Commission  the  fee-simple  of 
the  land  purchased  subject  to  certain 
rights  that  '*save  and  as  aforesaid  and  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  with 
respect  to  minerals  discharged  from 
the  claims  of  all  persons  who  are 
interested  in  the  land,  whether  in 
respect  of  superior  or  intervening 
interests  or  encumbrances  or  other- 
wise,'' I  cannot  go  into  the  legal 
arguments,  but  I  am  advised  that  that 
clause  makes  the  proposal  of  the  noble 
Earl  absolutely  unnecessary. 

The  Earl  of  BELMOEE  :  If  that  is 
the  case  I  agree  with  the  noble  Duke 
that  it  is  no  use  pressing  the  Amend- 
ment, and  I  withdraw  it 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,, 
withdrawn. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
may  say  that  the  Sub-section  6  the 
noble  Lord  now  propo  es  to  add  can  do 
no  harm,  and  if  he  likes  to  move  it  we 
should  accept  it. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said  he 
was  advised  that  it  was  necessary,  but 
as  the  Government  were  willing  to  accept 
he  would  not  waste  time  by  arguing  the 
case. 
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Amendment  moved — 


**  In  pa^  4,  line  12,  after  the  word  '  settle- 
fnent,'  to  insert  as  a  new  sub- section  the  words 
^  (6. )  The  said  lands  when  re-sold,  or  sold 
as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Local  Registration  of  Title  Act, 
1891,  relating  to  the  tenure  upon  which  such 
land  shall  be  held." — {The  Earl  o/Belmare.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

*The  lord  chancellor  of 
IRELAND  said  he  did  not  wish  to 
object  to  this  clause,  but  there  was 
some  modification  in  the  drafting  which 
might  be  necessary,  and  if  it  could  not  be 
dealt  with  now  might  it  be  put  in  at  the 
Third  Reading. 

Thk  lord  chancellor  (The 
JEarl  of  Halsbury)  said  it  was  too  late 
to  put  it  in  now. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  said  the  Amend- 
ment standing  in  his  name  apy)lied  to  the 
question  of  arrears,  but  only  to  a  limited 
extent,  viz.,  in  the  case  of  a  sale  in  the 
Land  Judge's  Court.     There  were  three 
-ways   in  which  land    might    be  sold  — 
first,     in     the     Land    Judge's      Court, 
secondly,  to  the  Estates  Commissioners ; 
.thirdly,   by  direct  agreement   with   the 
tenant.     The  object  of  this  Amendment 
was  to  distinguish  the  amount  paid  for  the 
purchase  of  the  land  from  the  amount  of 
arrears.     At  present,   according  to   the 
Bill,  there  was  merely  a  lump  sum  paid 
to   the  landlord,  and  he  was   none  the 
wiser.     He  did  not  know  what  the  value 
of  the  land  was  or  what  the  amount  of 
arrears  was.     This  Amendment  applied 
to   the   two  other  forms  of  sale  which 
would  come  before  the  House  on  Clause  j 
18,  when  an  Amendment  would  be  moved  , 
by  Lord^Belmore,  and  also  on  Clause  24  , 
in  an  Amendment  to  be  moved.     He  did 
not  know   whether    it   would    be    con- 
venient to  debate  the  whole  question  at ' 
present,  because   this   Amendment  only 
applied  to  a  limited  number  and  was  not 
of  the  importance  that  the  other  Amend- 
ment, which  would  be  moved  by  Lord 
Belmore,  was.     But  the  reason   was  the 
same.     They  considered  that  it  would  be 
far  better  for  the  landlord  to  know  what 
he  was  receiving  in  respect  of  each  case, 
what  had  been  done  in  the  case  of  aVrears, 
and  whether  they  had   been   collected ; 
that  the  account  that  was  given  should 
show  the  amount  representing  the  value 


of  the  land  and  that  of  the  arrears.  His 
Amendment  merely  provided  for  that, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  accepted.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

"la  page  6,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  otTer '  to 
insert  the  wonls  *  and  the  amount  ot  purchase 
money  therefor.' " 

line  5,  after  the  word  *  Com- 
mission *  to  insert  the  words  *  and  the  amount 
of  purchase  money  therefor. ' '' 

line  6,  after  the  first  word  *  the ' 
to  insert  the  word  *  total.*" — {Lerd  Clon- 
brock.) 

*The     lord      CHANCELLOR     of 
IRELAND   said   his    noble   friend  sug- 
gested  what    might   not    be  in     order, 
but  what   might   be   convenient,  if  he 
desired    to    state  his    view,  which   was 
that  there  should  be  a  clear  distinct  line 
drawn  between  the  price  proper,  as  he 
would  call  it,  and  the  price  advanced  in 
respect  to  the  arrears.    It  was  not  deemed 
convenient  to  attempt  that  sub-division, 
the  bargains  for  the  sale  would  be  taken 
as  a  whole,  and  the  landlord  would  know 
what  he  was  going  to  get.     He   would 
know  when  he    would  get    one    year's 
arrears  and  no  more,  and  he  would  him- 
self know  what  arrears  were  outstanding, 
and  therefore  would  not  be  misled.     He 
would  know  he  was  going  to  get,   for  in- 
stance, ^5,000,  a  portion  of  which  might 
and    would    be    due     to    the     amount 
of  arrears,  and  he  would  know  what  that 
portion  was.    Anything  outside  that,  the 
landlord  should  take  into  account  when 
making  the  bargain,  when  he  would  be 
able    to   say  if    it  did    not    suit    him. 
The     view     of     the     Government     all 
through   was   that   the    parties    dealing 
under    this    Act   should     consider     the 
question  as  a  whole.     Any  question  of 
sub-di\nsion   would   only  lead  to  doubt 
and  confusion,  and  therefore  he   hoped 
the  Amendment  would  not  be  pressed. 

Lord  CLONBROCK  said  that  as  this  was 
the  same  question  as  that  which  would  be 
raised  by  the  Amendment  on  Clause 
18,  they  attached  great  importance 
to  it,  therefore  he  must  press  this  par- 
ticular Amendment. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said  he  did 
not  attach  the  importance  to  this  Amend- 
ment that  his  noble  friend  attached  to  it. 
He  thought  Clause  18,  dealing  with 
the  question  later  on  in  a  different  way. 
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i¥as  far  more  important,  and  he  suggested 
tiat  his  noble  friend  should  withdraw 
the  Amendment. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  said  the 
Amendment  which  he  now  mored  was 
the  same  as  that  which  he  moved  on  the 
Committee  stage.  He  did  not  press  it 
then,  because  the  Government  expressed 
sxi  opinion  that  it  was  imdesirable. 
Since  then  he  had  consulted  with  his 
friends  and  those  for  whom  he  acted,  in 
whose  opinion  this  Amendment  if  adopted 
would  be  of  great  advantage,  because  it 
would  promote  sales,  which  was  one  of 
the  main  objects  of  the  Bill.  He  trusted 
that  the  Government  having  now  con- 
sidered the  Amendment  womd  think  it 
desirable  to  accept  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  Page  7.,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  the  foiegoing  provisions/  and  insert  the  words 
-*  Subsection  1  of  Section  1.— (7%€  DukeofAhcr- 
€om,) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  The 
Oovemment  do  not  think  it  would  be  at 
all  desirable  to  accept  this  Amendment, 
but  as  the  landlords  appear  to  attach  a 
great  deal  of  importance  to  it  I  do  not 
say  we  shall  go  the  length  of  negativing 
it.  I  may  state  again  what  seems  to  us 
to  be  the  strong  reason  against  the 
acceptance  of  this  Amendment,  and  which 
-we  are  strongly  of  opinion  will  probably 
prove  fatal  to  it  in  fhe  other  House  if  it 
is  passed.  We  believe  that  although  the 
intention  may  be  very  different,  the  im- 
pression which  may  be  conveyed  would 
le  that  this  Amendment  was  introduced 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  landlord 
to  get  a  larger  price  for  his  holding 
than  that  which  the  holding  would  secure, 
or  for  which  the  holdingwas  good  security. 
Our  idea  throughout  the  Sill  has  been 
iihat  the  Commissioners  should  satisfy 
themselves  that  on  the  advance  to  be  made 
in  respect  of  any  holdings,  the  holdings 
themselves  should  be  sufficient  security. 
We  think  it  better  to  adopt  that  plan. 
No  exception  can  be  taken  to  any  advance 
if  it  is  such  an  advance  as  the 
Commissioners  may  satisfy  themselves 
is  right,  but  that  impression  would 
certainly  not  be  produced  by  the  adop- 
tion of  this  Amendment,  if  by 
the     powers   of    retaining  a  guarantee 


deposit  the  Commissioners  might  be  in- 
duced to  sanction  an  advance  for  which 
the  holding  itself  did  not  offer  adequate 
security.  We  cannot  therefore  say  that 
we  think  such  an  Amendment  would  be 
desirable.  On  the  contrary,  we  think  it 
would  interfere  with  the  principle  on 
which  this  Bill  rests,  but  we  are  ready 
to  allow  it  to  go  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  it  is  insisted  upon,  with 
the  almost  confident  belief  that  such  a 
departure  from  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
will  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said  he 
might  perhaps  say  a  word  upon  this 
Amendment,  because  he  could  give  an 
illustration  of  it  which  would  give  a 
totally  different  impression  to  that  which 
the  noble  Duke  had  given.  He  knew 
of  two  cases  in  which  the  holdings 
would  never  have  been  sold  at  all  except 
under  the  discretion  which  the  Land  Com- 
missioners had  with  regard  to  the  guaran- 
tee deposit.  In  one  case  they  said  they 
did  not  think  20  per  cent,  guarantee  was 
sufficient,  but  they  said  to  the  landlord  if 
he  would  allow  one-third  instead  of  one- 
fifth  to  remain  as  a  guarantee  deposit, 
they  would  be  glad  to  sanction  the  ad- 
vance. In  the  other  case,  which  occurred 
in  the  county  of  Gralway,  the  Commis- 
sioners said  they  would  sanction  the  ad- 
vance to  the  tenants  if  the  landlord  would 
allow  the  whole  of  the  purchase  money  to 
be  retained  as  a  guarantee  deposit.  He 
allowed  it  to  remain,  and  if  he  had  not 
his  estate  would  not  have  been  sold  and 
he  and  his  tenants  would  have  been 
damnified.  He  hoped  when  the  matter 
came  to  be  considered  in  the  House  of 
Commons  they  would  consider  those  two 
cases. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  the 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name  was  to 
get  rid  of  the  difficulty  which  he  had 
mentioned  to  his  noble  friend  the  other 
night  when  he  asked  him  the  meaning  of 
exclusive  sporting  rights.  The  Amend- 
ment was  in  the  words  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  then  suggested.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  8,  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  the  exclusive  ' ;  in  line  14,  after  the  first  word 
*  right*  *  to  insert  the  word**  *  exclusive  of  the 
tenant. ' " — ( Lord  Macnagh ten. ) 
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♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
I  don't  think  this  Amendment  alters  the 
clause. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  :  Oh  yes;  the 
exclusive  rights  will  not  affect  the  person 
who  has  a  concurrent  right  with  the  land- 
lord himself,  exclusive  of  the  tenant,  if 
this  Amendment  is  accepted.  As  I 
understand,  this  Bill  does  not  seek  to 
interfere  with  those  rights. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

♦The  Earl  orDONOUGHMOREsaid 
he  moved  the  next  Amendment  in  conse- 
quence of  the  noble  Marquess  having  told 
him  that  this  matter  would  be  considered  on 
Report.  This  sub-section  slightly  differed 
from  the  one  he  moved  in  Committee, 
because,  while  it  was  intended  to  reserve 
the  right  to  prosecute,  it  also  included 
the  right  to  enter  This  Amendment  was 
to  ensure  that  when  the  landlords  had 
sold  their  lands  to  their  tenants,  but  had 
retained  exclusive  sporting  rights  over 
those  lands,  that  they  should  have  a  right 
to  go  into  the  Court  and  prosecute  in  case 
of  trespass  under  the  game  laws.  He 
had  taken  very  eminent  advice  upon  this 
subject,  and  he  had  been  assured  that  all 
previous  ^me  laws  were  based  on  the 
relations  between  landlord  and  tenant. 
But  this  Bill  had  wiped  out  all  this. 
If  they  had  no  right  to  prosecute  it  would 
be  absolutely  ridiculous  that  they  should 
have  sporting  rights  at  all,  because  thev 
would  be  unable  to  enforce  them.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  After  Sub-section  3,  in  Clause  13,  to 
insert  as  a  new  sab-section  the  words : 
*  (2)  Where  a  sale  has  taken  place  nnder  the 
Liand  Purchase  Acts  of  holdings  or  an  estate, 
and  the  purchase  agreement  provides  that  the 
sporting  nghts  shall  belong  to  the  vendor,  or 
where  the  sporting  rights  vest  in  the  Land 
Commission  under  this  Act,  there  shall  be 
vested  in  the  vendor  or  the  Land  Commission, 
and  their  respective  successors  and  assigns,  the 
light  to  prosecute  trespassers  in  pursuit  of 
game  or  fish  thereon,  as  fully  and  effectually  as 
if  they  were  the  legal  occupier  of  the  land,  and 
for  all  such  purposes  they  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  such  occupier.' " — (Tne  Earl  of  Donough- 
more.) 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
said  he  understood  there  was  some  doubt 
attaching  to  the  law.  The  Gk)vemment 
were  perfectly  content  to  accept  the  prin- 


ciple for  which  the  noble  Lord  contended, 
but  they  did  not  consider  that  the  words 
they  were  asked  to  accept  met  the  case^ 
and  they  therefore  proposed  an  altemative 
Amendment,  which  would  read  thus— 

*'  Any  person  authorised  by  or  in  purBaance 
of  the  last  preceding  sub-section  to  enter  on 
land  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  sporting 
rights  shall  have  the  same  authority  to  prose- 
cute for  trespass  in  pursuit  of  game  or  fish  as 
if  be  were  the  owner  of  that  land." 

He  thought  that  would  meet  the  view  of 
the  noble  Lord. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Hous^ 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  After  Sub-section  3,  in  Clause  13,  to  insert 
as  a  new  sub-section  the  words :  '  (2)  Any 
person  authorised  by  or  in  pursuance  of  the 
last  preceding  sub-section  to  enter  on  land  for 
the  purpose  of  exercising  sporting  rights  shall 
have  the  same  authority  to  prosecute  for  tree- 
pass  in  pursuit  of  game  or  fish  as  if  he  were  the 
owner  of  that  land.'" — {The  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  of  BRANDON 
said  he  had  re-drafted  this  Amendment 
since  the  Committee  stage  in  consequence 
of  the  suggestion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor^ 
and  he  now  begged  to  move  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  9,  line  20,  after  the  word  *  CJom- 
missioners,*  to  insert  as  a  new  Sub-section  the 
words:  *(2)  Where  those  Commissioners  refuse  to- 
consent  to  the  vesting  of  any  such  monument 
in  them,  the  Land  Commission  may,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Council  of  the  County  within 
which  the  monument  is  situate,  make  an  cider 
vesting  the  monument  in  that  Council,  and 
Sub-section  2  of  Section  19  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  shall  thereupon 
apply.  * "— ( Lord  MorUeagle  of  Brandon, ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  BELMOBE  said  he  had 
been  asked  to  move  the  next  Amend* 
ment,  whicb  had  been  put  down  !in 
the  name  of  Lord  Clonbrock.  The 
noble  Lord  when  he  moved  a  similar 
Amendment  on  the  Committee  stage  of 
the  Bill  did  not  succeed  in  obtaining  the 
support  of  the  Government,  and  tibere- 
fore  it  had  been  thought  better  that  on 
this  occasion  somebody  else  shoaid 
argue  again.  Those  were  the  circum- 
stances under  which  Lord  Clonbrock 
had  asked  him  to  move  this  Amendment,. 
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and  he  now  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  while  he  attempted  to  do  so.  It 
was  very  technical.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor speaking  on  Clause  6  had  clearly 
indicated  what  were  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  with  regard  to  what 
were  called  arrears,  but  which  were  really 
uncollected  rents,  under  the  different 
modes  of  purchase.  The  noble  Lord 
said  in  effect  that  they  got  a  proper 
price  for  their  land;  and  in  addition  to 
that  there  should  be  added  to  the  pur- 
chase money  an  amount  equal  to  one 
year's  rent  for  the  arrears  of  uncollected 
rent,  and  that  ail  other  uncollected  rent 
they  would  have  to  forego.  Translated 
into  plain  English  it  meant  that  the  land- 
lord was  to  get  the  price  of  the  estate 
and  the  tenant  was  to  be  absolved  from 
the  necessity  of  paying  more  than  one 
year's  rent.  He  was  not  to  pay  it  in 
cash,  the  Land  Commissioners  were 
going  to  lend  him  the  amount  to  be 
repaid  over  a  long  period.  What  they 
feared  was  that,  in  making  the  calcu- 
lation, this  matter  of  arrears  would  not  be 
kept  in  mind,  and  to  use  a  proverbial 
expression,  in  getting  one  year's  rents 
they  would  be  Uke  the  dog  who  was  fed 
on  a  bit  of  his  own  tail.  They  would 
only  get  the  value  of  the  land,  and  the 
remainder-man,  the  tenant  for  life,  would 
get  a  year's  rent  not  paid  over  to  the 
landlord.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
difference  on  this  subject.  The  noble 
Lord,  when  he  asked  him  to  consider 
the  matter,  advised  him  to  speak  to 
somebody  else  who  advised  the  Gk>vem- 
ment,  and  who  gave  the  same  opinion 
which  the  noble  Lord  Chancellor  had 
given  just  now ;  but  other  persons 
whose  advice  he  had  taken  on  the 
matter  took  a  different  view  altogether, 
and  their  opinion  was  that  this  would 
result  in  the  landlords  losing  a  sum  of 
money  amounting,  possibly,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, to  about  £70,000,000,  and  more 
than  half  their  rents  would  be  involved 
under  a  subsequent  section  of  the  Bill. 
He  wanted  this  matter  to  be  perfectly 
dear.  They  asked  no  favour  of  the 
Government ;  they  only  asked  that  they 
should  get  their  arrears  of  rents  as 
promised. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
rent  did  not  go  entirely  into  the 
pocket  of  the  landlord;  that  it  was 
subject  to  chaiges  and  jointures,  and  it 
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was  so  mixed  up  with  the  purchase 
money  that  it  might  be  in  Court  for  a 
considerable  period,  subject  to  the  pay* 
ment  of  interest  to  the  tenant  for  life, 
and,  in  that  case,  how  were  the 
jointures  and  chaiges  on  that  particular 
part  to  be  met  ?  As  Lord  Ulonbrock 
had  said,  there  were  three  ways  of  selling 
land  under  this  BiU.  One  was  thrcugh 
Judge  Ross's  Court,  of  which  he  had  had 
no  experience  for  many  years,  and  as  to 
which  he  did  not  say  anything.  He  had 
had  experience  of  the  other  methods, 
but  before  he  explained  what  happened 
with  regard  to  a  sale  made  direct  to  the 
tenant,  perhaps  he  might  be  allowed  to 
read  a  letter  received  by  him  a  few 
days  ago  from  a  very  experienced 
solicitor  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  who 
had  conducted  sales  for  him  in  Tyrone 
and  other  {daces — 

"  My  Lord, 

"  I  have  just  gone  through  the  new 
Irish  Lajid  Bill  as  amended  in  Committee,  « 
and  I  with  to  direct  vour  attention  to  the 
unfair  position  in  which  landlords  are  placed 
who  seU  direct  to  their  tenants,  with  respect  to 
arrears  of  rent  You  will  observe  that  by 
Section  7  of  the  Act,  the  Land  Commission 
can  buy  up  the  arrears  of.  rent,  and  by  Sub- 
section 5  they  are  entitled  to  have  the  arrears 
vested  in  them  with  the  right  of  coUecting  the 
same,  and  by  Section  18  the  arrears  of  rent 
bought  can  be  recoverable  as  instalments,  but 
if  the  landlord  sdls  direct  to  the  tenants,  he  is 
limited  as  to  priee  by  the  first  section,  and  he 
is  not  allowea  to  recover  any  arrears  at  all. 
No  doubt  under  Section  -24,  Sub-section  7,  a 
sum  not  exceedmg  one  year's  rent  may  be 
paid  to  him  out  of  the  purchase  money*  but 
that  simply  means  that  he  loses  a  year's  rent 
on  the  arrears,  because  he  is  limited  as  regards 
the  purchase-money  by  the  first  section ;  in 
fact,  the  arrears  are  paid  out  of  his  own 
pocket  This  latter  sub-section  should  be 
modified  by  enabling  the  landlord  to  recover 
arrears  of  rent  notwithstanding  the  agreement 
to  purchase,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one 
year's  rent" 

Having  read  the  letter,  which  he 
thought  put  the  matter  very  clearly,  he 
would  explain  what  happened  when  a 
sale  direct  to  the  tenant  was  made. 
First  of  all  the  landlord  agreed  with  his 
tenant  as  to  the  price  the  tenant  was 
going  to  give  ;  the  agreement  was  then 
prepared  on  a  Land  Commission  form 
which  had  to  be  filled  up  and  sent  for 
approved,  but  before  it  was  signed  and 
sent  up,  there  must  be  stated  in  it  that 
all  unpaid  rents,  including  the  broken 
gale,  was  paid  by  the  tenant.  The  in- 
terest on  the  purchase  money  ran  from 
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the  date  of  the  agreement,  and  on  that 
the  landlord  womd  lose  the  interest  on 
the  amount  he  would  have  received  from 
the  tenant  by  way  of  rent.  If  a  landlord 
sold  to  the  Land  Commissioners  under 
this  Bill  what  would  immediately  happen 
would  be  that  he  would  go  to  the  Land 
Commissioners,  who  would  give  him  a 
form,  and  to  that  a  schedule  of  the 
rents  must  be  attached,  and  the  land- 
lord would  ask  them  what  they  would 
give  him  for  it  after  they  had  looked 
into  the  matter  and  seen  what  the  pro- 
perty was  worth.  He  was  afraid  that 
the  looking  into  the  matter  would  take 
a  consivlernHi'  met  and  during  that 
time  the  landlords  were  afraid  the  Land 
Commissioners  might  say:  "You  must  not 
collect  any  more  rents,  because  we  are 
looking  at  this  on  the  basis  that  no 
more  rent  will  be  paid."  Rent  would  be 
then  difficult  to  collect.  Honest  tenants 
would  come  and  pay,  but  '*  processing  '* 
tenants  took  a  long  time,  and  if  a  land- 
lord wished  to  evict  a  tenant  he  could 
not  issue  process  against  the  tenant 
unless  he  was  owing  a  year's  rent.  The 
landlords  were  therefore  afraid  they 
would  get  into  a.  hideous  mess  in  about 
a  year  from  the  passing  of  this  Act,  if 
this  clause  was  not  made  perfectly  plain. 
That  was  the  reason  he  now  moved  this 
Amendment,  which  only  asked  that  the 
landlords  should  get  their  own. 


Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  pace  12,  line  4,  after  the  word  '  holdings 
to  insert  the  words  '(2)  The  value  of  such  arrears 
of  rent,  if  not  agreed  npon  between  the  vendor 
and  the  Land  Commission,  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Judicial  Commissioner,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Land  Commission  to  the  vendor  over  and  above 
the  purchase  money  of  the  lands.' " — {The  Earl 
of  Bdmore,) 


♦The  Lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND said  the  Amendment  had  been 
moved  with  great  clearness,  but  the 
Amendment  was  in  the  following  words — 

<*  The  value  of  such  arrears  of  rent,  if  not 
agreed  u|K>n  between  the  vendor  and  the  Land 
C^mmiMion,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Judicial 
CommiBsioner,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Land  Commission  to  the  vendor  over  and 
above  the  purchase  money  of  the  iands.*' 

Those  words  were  perfectly  clear  and 
distinct    and    intelligible.      It    was    an 

TheEwrlofBehnore. 


Amendment  to  Clause  18,  and  Clause  18 
said — 

''  The  rents  and  profits  of  any  land  agreed  to 
be  purchased  by  the  Land  Commission,  together 
witn  any  interest  under  Section  35  of  the  Act 
of  1896,  and,  subject  to  the  provlBions  of  this 
section,  any  arrears  of  rent  due  at  the  date  of 
the  purchase  agreement,  and  not  remitted  by 
the  Commission,  shall  from  the  date  of  the 
agreement  be  payable  to  and  recoverable  by 
the  Commission  in  like  manner  as  if  they  were 
instalments  of  purchase  annuities  charged  upon 
holdings." 

That  was  equally  clear.  It  was  dear 
from  that  that  when  the  Land  Commission 
became  the  purchasers  of  land  they  were 
entitled  to  rents,  profits  and  arrears. 
The  Amendment  proposed  said:  ''No, 
vou  may  be  owners  of  rents  and  profits 
but  not  of  arrears.  The  value  of  those 
arrears  is  to  be  ascertained  by  the  Judicial 
Commissioner,  who  isalready  over-worked, 
and  when  it  is  ascertained  it  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Land  Commission  to  the  landlord 
over  and  above  the  price  of  the  land." 
He  thought  that  was  unreasonable. 
Under  this  Bill  the  landlord  was  given  a 
right  under  the  clause  to  get  arrears  up  to 
twelve  months,  but  this  Amendment  pro- 
posed that  he  should  have  the  value  of 
the  whole  of  the  arrears  measured  and 
assessed. 


The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said  that 
they  neither  exjpected  nor  asked  for  what 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  appeu^ed  to 
think  they  did.  All  they  asked  was  that 
the  uncollected  rents,  which  in  this  Bill 
were  called  arrears,  but  which  were  really 
uncollected  rents,  should  not  be  lo^ 
sight  of. 


♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  or  IRE- 
LAND  said  if  that  was  the  case  the 
drafting  of  this  Amendment  was  most 
infelicitous,  because  under  the  dause 
the  arrears  were  to  become  the  property 
of  the  Land  Commissioner.  The 
Amendment  was  applied  to  that,  and 
the  Amendment  said  *'the  value  of 
such  arrears."  It  was  aU  referential 
That  was  a  clear  and  intdligible  pro- 
position, which  could  not  be  accepted. 
His  noble  friend,  who  was  so  learned  on 
this  subject,  had  not  discuased  the 
Amendment,  but  something  in  his  own 
mind,  which  was  an  entirely  different 
matter.  He  did  not  know  whether  he 
would  be  in  order 
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The  lord    CHANCELLOR:  I  am 
afraid  you  are  out  of  order. 

♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  op 
Ireland:    I   have  not  spoken  twice. 

Tbb  lord  chancellor  :  Yes,  you 

baye. 

♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of 
Ireland  said  he  had  been  inter- 
rupted, and  submitted  that  if,  when 
addressing  the  House,  a  speaker 
was  interrupted,  and  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy  sat  down,  when  the  interrup- 
tion had  ceased  and  he  resumed  his 
speech  he  could  not  be  held  to  be  speak- 
ing a  second  time.  However,  he  had 
not  intended  to  bring  his  observations 
to  a  close  at  that  point,  and  perhaps  by 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  he  might 
be  permitted  to  conclude  what  he  desired 
to  say.  He  submitted  that  the  words  of 
the  Amendment  were  intended  to 
^vern  the  words  of  the  clause,  which 
were  that  the  rents,  profits,  and  arrears 
should  be  the  property  of  the  Land 
^Commissioners,  and  that  being  so,  the 
Amendment  was  to  the  last  degree  un- 
reasonable. Suppose  a  bargain  had  been 
made  with  the  full  knowledge  that  there 
were  three  years  arrears,  and  the  Land 
Oommissioners  had  become  the  owners  of 
the  land,  it  would  be  most  unreasonable 
to  come  there  and  say  that  the  Land 
-Commissioners  should  assess  the  value  of 
those  arrears  and  add  it  to  the  purchase 
money.  The  Government  could  not 
•accept  the  Amendment. 


Lord  CLONBROCK  said  it  was  | 
little  use  his  asking  a  Question  to 
which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
•could  not  reply,  but  what  seemed  clear 
to  him  was  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  had  overlooked  the  hanging  gale, 
which  could  only  be  described  by  the  word  [ 
:arrears.  Therefore  there  must  be  a  dis- 
tinction drawn  between  the  old  arrears 
;and  the  money  due  to  the  landlord,  but 
mot  enforced  under  the  hanging  gale.  That 
was  what  the  noble  Lord  wish^  to  have 
paid.  With  regard  to  the  old  arrears 
they  were  either  worth  something,  or 
they  were  worth  nothing,  and  all  they 
asked  was  that  whatever  they  were 
worth  should  be  paid  by  the  Land  Com- 
anissionors  to   the   landlord.     The  Land 


Commissioners  had  got  the  land  and  if  the 
arrears  were  worth  anything  they  should 
be  paid  as  well  as  the  value  of  the  land. 

♦The  Marquess   of  LANSDOWNE 

said  that  as  he  understood  the  noble  Lord's 

iroposal,  it  would  work  in  this  way.     The 

nalord  received,  to  begin  with,  the  pur- 
chase money ;  he  also  received  the  bonus, 
and  he  was  also  entitled  to  one  year's 
aiTcars  out  of  the  purchase  price,  but 
it  was  now  proposed  that,  in  addition 
to  all  that,  the  landlord  was  to  be  entitled 
to  claim  through  the  Land  Commissioners 
a  still  further  sum  on  account  of  arrears. 
If  there  were  outstanding  arrears  which 
were  recoverable,  would  it  not  be 
reasonable  that  the  landlord  should 
come  to  an  arrangement  .  with  his 
tenants  before  the  sale,  and  make  a 
special  bargain  with  regard  to  those 
arrears  ?  If  the  tenant  could  not  find 
the  money,  would  not  the  matter  be  met 
by  the  landlord  taking  those  arrears 
into  consideration  in  fixing  the  purchase 
money.  He  thought  the  Amendment 
was  of  doubtful  policy.  It  was  hardly  wise 
in  his  opinion  to  entrust  the  Land  Com- 
missioners with  the  duty  of  collecting 
these  old  arrears. 

♦The  Earl  op  DONOUGHMORE  ad- 
mitted that  he  was  becoming  hopelessly 
mixed  in  this  matter,  but  said,  so  far  as  he 
could  see,  the  position  was  this :  Hither- 
to, where  purchase  had  not  been  carried 
out  by  direct  agreement  with  the 
tenants,  that  was  to  say,  where  it  was 
carried  out  through  the  Land  Judge,  or 
through  the  Land  Commissioners,  it  had 
been  absolutely  impossible  for  the  land- 
lord to  say  what  amount  had  been  received 
for  arrears,  and  how  much  he  had  received 
tor  his  land.  They  had  received  a  lump 
sum,  and  had  been  unable  to  distinguish 
what  was  paid  for  arrears  and  what  was 
paid  for  the  property  they  had  soM.  The 
Oovemment  wanteid  to  continue  the 
practice,  but  the  landlords  wanted  the 
moneys  ear-marked.  They  wanted  to 
know  what  they  were  getting,  not  from 
any  motive  of  wicked  or  youthful  curi- 
osity, but  because  it  was  necessary  to 
know  in  the  settlement  of  arrears,  how 
much  of  the  settlement  belonged  to  the 
remainder-men.  Clause  6  of  the  Bill 
was  the  clause  that  authorised  the  Land 
Commission  to  carry  out  these  sales 
They  could  not  give  one  halfpenny  for 
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the  arrears,  because  under  the  clause 
they  had  no  authority  to  do  so.  Prob- 
ably, as  had  often  been  the  reply  of  the 
Grovernment,  they  did  get  a  year's 
arrears.  It  was  perfectly  true  that  one 
year's  arrears  was  taken  out  of  the 
purchase  money  and  put  into  the  ven- 
dor's pocket,  but  the  Commission  bad 
not  collected  a  year's  arrears  and  added 
them  on  to  the  purchase  money,  which 
was  what  they  wanted.  Their  idea  was 
that  the  Land  Commission  would  force 
every  tenant  to  give  an  extra  year's 
purchase  and  hand  the  whole  thing 
over  to  the  landlords,  but  Clause  6  gave 
no  power  whatever  to  do  that.  He  sub- 
mitted the  proper  thing  to  do  was  for 
the  Land  Commission  to  value  the 
arrears,  and  to  give  so  much  for  the 
arrears  and  so  much  for  the  land.  By 
Section  35  of  the  Act  of  1896,  the  vendor 
was  forbidden  to  collect  arrears  after 
sale.  In  the  present  case  the  vendor 
would  be  the  Land  Commission.  There- 
fore if  that  section  was  unrepealed,  he 
contended  the  Land  Commission  did  not 
intend  to  collect  a  half-penny  of  arrears 
because  they  could  not  collect  them  after 
sale,  and  it  was  not  suggested  that  they 
should  hang  up  the  ^es  while  they 
engaged  in  as  fine  a  land  war  as  had  ever 
taken  place.  To  sum  up  he  would  say 
that  there  was  no  such  a  power  under 
Clause  6,  and  that  there  ought  to  be  such 
a  power ;  and  that  in  the  year's  rental 
that  was  to  be  taken  there  would  not  be 
a  ha'p'orth  of  arrears. 

He  would  just  instance  the  pro- 
cedure in  one  particular  case,  because 
this  was  most  important.  The  House 
would  imagine  a  landlord  had  sold  to 
the  Land  Commission.  By  Sub-section 
2  the  moment  he  had  signed  his  agree- 
ment with  the  Commission  he  would  ^gin 
to  receive  3J  per  cent,  on  the  purchase 
money  at  once.  If  the  sale  should  fail, 
as  he  presumed  it  might,  by  the  title  prov- 
ing defective — and  he  could  not  imagine 
any  other  reason  why  the  sale  should  fail — 
what  would  happen  ?  After  the  Commis- 
sion had  signed  an  agreement  with  the  land- 
lord to  purchase  from  him,  the  procedure 
ordered,  in  case  the  sale  failed,  that  an 
account  should  be  rendered  to  the  Com- 
missioners, that  the  landlord  must  return 
the  3^  per  cent,  he  has  received,  and  he  is 
reinstated  in  his  estate.  Let  them 
assume  that  the  sale  did  fail.     In  that 

The  Earl  of  Donaughmore, 


case  the  landlord  had  to  repay  the  3^ 
per  cent.,  and  the  Commission  re- 
instated him  in  the  right  to  collect  these 
arrears  which  he  claimed  they  had 
practically  remitted  while  they  had  the 
estate,  so  that  the  landlord  would  not  get 
a  penny  of  them.  It  might  be  said  the 
Land  Commission  could  not  remit  a 
ha'p'orth  of  arrears  during  the  time  the 
estate  vested  in  them.  It  was  true  they 
could  not  sign  a  legal  document  to  do  so^ 
but  Section  35  of  the  Act  of  1896  pro- 
vided that  no  proceedings  should  be  taken 
for  the  recovery  of  arrears  pending  the^ 
carrying  out  of  any  sale.  Therefore,  for 
the  time  that  the  arrears  were  vested  in 
the  Land  Commission  before  the  sale  fell 
through,  the  tenant  knew  he  was  not 
going  to  be  worried  about  the  arrears, 
and  when  a  man  once  began  to  think  h& 
did  not  owe  money  it  was  a  very  difficult 
matter  to  persuade  him  that  he  did. 
Section  18  over-rode  Sub-section  35  of  the 
Act  of  1896,  but  the  operation  of  thi» 
Bill  would  be  guided  by  the  Act  of  1896. 
For  what  had  been  engrained  into  the 
minds  of  the  people  by  nine  year» 
custom  and  use  could  not  be  smoothly 
set  aside  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen. 
The  landlord  having  sold  to  the  Land 
Commission,  the  Commission  would  have 
gone  down  to  the  tenants  to  find  out^ 
what  price  they  were  likely  to  get  from 
them  when  they  sold  the  holdings  ta 
them,  and  the  tenants  would  have  dis- 
cussed the  prospect  of  these  arrears  being 
remitted.  The  whole  matter  would  have 
been  talked  over  from  end  to  end  of  the 
district  and  become  engrafted  in  the 
people's  minds,  and  then  what  would 
happen  ?  It  would  be  inevitable  that 
when  the  landlord  got  back  the  right  to 
collect  these  areas  he  would  have  abso- 
lutely lost  them. 

Three  thoughts  came  into  his  mind 
as  to  the  intention  of  the  Gk>vemment 
in  the  working  out  of  the  scheme,, 
and  he  did  not  like  any  of  the 
three.  Either  they  intended  to  collect 
the  arrears  and  get  them  out  of  the 
purchase  money,  or  dse  thev  intended 
not  to  collect  them  and  embody  them 
in  the  purchase  money,  or  else  they 
intended  not  to  collect  them  and  not  to 
take  them  out  of  the  purchase-money. 
And  that  was  most  likely.  The  persoD 
who  would  get  done  was  the  remainder, 
man    and    as    this     question    affected 
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iiundreds  and  thousands  in  Ireland,  they 
would  not  be  doing  their  duty  in  this 
House  if  they  did  not  make  an  emphatic 
protest  against  all  these  arrears  being 
dropped  and  being  taken  out  of  the 
landlords'  pockets. 


Question  put,  "  That  those  words  be 
there  inserted." 


The  House  divided: — Contents,   50; 
Not-Contents,  56. 


Abercom,  M.     (Z>.  Abercom.) 

Abingdon,  E. 
Bandon,  £. 
Belmore,  E.     [TeUer,] 
Camperdown,  E. 
Dartrey,  E. 
•de  Montalt,  E. 
Drogheda,  £. 
Malmesbory,  E. 
Kosse,  E. 
Weetmeath,  E. 

Hutchinson,  V.    (E,  Donough- 

more. ) 
Templetown,  V. 

^rdflaun,  L. 
Barrymore,  L. 


Canterbury,  L.  Abp. 
Halfibury,  E.   {L.  Chancellor,) 
Devonshire,  D.  (L,  President.) 

:N  orfolk,  D.    {E.  Marshal. ) 
Beaufort,  D. 
'Grafton,  D. 
Marlborough,  D. 
Portland,  D. 
"Camden,  M. 
Cholmondeley,  M. 
Lansdowne,  M. 
Zetland,  M. 

•Clarendon,  E.    (L.  Chaniber- 

lain.) 
Bathurst,  E. 
•Crewe,  E. 
Dartmouth,  E. 
Denbigh,  E. 
Doncaster,  E.     {D.  Bucclettch 

and  Queensherry.) 


The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  In  the 
Oommittee  stage  of  this  Bill  the  noble 
Lord  the  Duke  of  Abercom  obtained  the 
insertion  of  words  at  the  end  of  Sub- 
section 1  of  Clause  23,  to  this  effect — 

"  Provided  that  any  person  aggrieved  by 
«ny  decision  of  an  Estates  Commissioner 
fitting  alone,  may  require  his  case  to  be  re- 
<;onsiaered  by  the  three  Estates  Commissioners 
fitting  together,  and  any  person  interested 
may  require  that  any  question  of  law  shall  be 
referred  for  the  decision  of  a  Judicial  Com- 
missioner." 

Since  the  Committee  stage  there  has  been 
some  commimication  between  the  noble 
Duke  and  the  advisers  of  the  Gk)vem- 


CONTENTS. 

Boyle,     L.      {E.     Cork   and 

Orrery.) 
Carysfort,  L.     {E.  Carysfort.) 
Castlemaine,  L. 
Chaworth,  L.     {E.  Meath.) 
Clements,  L.     {E.  Leitrim.) 
Clonbrock,  L. 
Cloncurry,  L. 
Colchester,  L. 
De  Freyne,  L. 
Digby,  L. 
Dnnalley,  L. 
Dunboyne,  L. 
Ellenborough,  L. 
Fermanagh,  L.    {E.  Erne.) 
Fingall,  L.    {E.  Fingall.) 
Qctey  de  Ruthyn,  L. 
Inchiquin,  L. 
Kilmaine,  L. 

NOT-CONTENTS. 

Hardwicke,  E. 

Howe,  E, 

Lathom,  E. 

Morley,  E. 

Mount  Edgcumbe,  E. 

Onslow,  E. 

Selborne,  E. 

Stamford,  E. 

Stanhope,  E. 

Vane,  E.    (if.  Londonderry.) 

Waldegrave,  E.     {Teller.^ 


Churchill,  V. 
Cross,  V. 


[Teller.-] 


Alverstone,  L. 
Ashbourne,  L. 
Ashcombe,  L. 
Balfour,  L. 

Belhaven  and  Stenton,  L. 
Belper,  L. 
Braybrooke,  L. 


Langford,  L. 

Leconfield,  L 

Macnaghten,  L. 

Massy,  L. 

Meredyth,  L.  {L.  Athlumney.) 

Monck,  L.     (F.  Monck.) 

Monteagle  of  Brandon,  L. 

Maskerry,  L. 

O'NeUl,  L. 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  L. 

Pon8onby,L.  {E.Bessborottgh.) 

Rathdonnell,  L. 

Rossmore,  L. 

SUchester  L.    {E.  Longford.) 

Sudley,    L.        {E.      Arran.) 

[Teller.] 
Tyrone,  L.     (M.  Water/ord.) 
Worlingham,  L.  {E.  Goa/ord.) 


Bum  ham,  L. 

Cottesloe,  L. 

Denman,  L. 

Emly,  L. 

Gage,  L.     (V.  Gage.) 

Glanusk,  L. 

Hatherton,  L. 

Kenyon,  L. 

Kintore,  L.     {E.  Kintore.) 

Lawrence,  L. 

Lurgan,  L. 

Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  L. 

Rayleish,  L. 

Rothschild,  L. 

Wenlook,  L. 

Windsor,  L. 

Wolverton,  L. 

Zouche  of  Haryngworth,  L. 


ment,  and  a  modification  of  his  Amend- 
ment has  been  suggested  to  which  I 
believe  he  assents.  The  modification 
will  be  to  substitute  for  the  words  I  have 
read  the  following — 

"  Providing  that  any  question  of  law  may, 
f  the  Estates  Commissioners  think  fit»  and 
shall,  on  the  application  of  any  person  in- 
terested, be  referred  to  the  deciision  of  the 
Judicial  Commissioner,  unless  the  Estates 
Commissioners  certify  in  writing  that  the 
application  is  frivolous." 

It  will  be  necessary  to  insert  the  further 
provision — 

"  That  any  person  aggrieved  by  any  refusal 
of   the  Commissioners  to  so  refer  any  auoh 
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question,  may  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
rules  of  Ck>urt  and  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  Judicial  Commissioner  apply  to  the  High 
Court  or  any  Judge  thereof  tor  an  order  re- 
quiring the  Commissioners  to  so  refer  the 
question,  and  the  decision  of  the  High  Court 
or  Judge  upon  any  such  application  shall  be 
final." 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  13,  line  38,  after  the  word  *  that*  to 
leave  out  to  the  endof  the  sub-section,  and  insert 
the  words,  'Provided  that  any  question  of  law 
may,  if  the  Estates  Commissioners  think  fit, 
and  shall,  on  the  application  of  any  person 
interested,  be  referred  to  the  decision  of  the 
Judicial  Commissioner  unless  the  Estates 
Commissioners  certify  in  writing  that  the 
application  is  frivolous."*  —  {The  Duke  of 
Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  To  insert  at  end  of  last  Amendment  the 
words  *  Any  person  aggrieve«l  by  any  refusal  of  the 
Jommissioners  to  so  refer  any  such  question, 
mav  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  rules  of  Court 
and  within  the  time  precribed  by  the  Judicial 
CommiBsioner  apply  to  the  High  Court  or  any 
Judge  thereof  for  an  order  requiring  the 
Commissioners  so  to  refer  the  question,  and  the 
decision  of  the  High  Court  or  Judge  upon  any 
such  application  shall  be  final.*  ''—{The  Duke 
of  Devonshire,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
understand  that  the  Earl  of  Mayo  does 
not  move  the  Amendment  standing  in 
his  name  on  this  clause,  but  we  propose 
to  insert  instead  of  that  another  Amend- 
meiit  of  which  notice  has  not  been  given — 
namely,  "  on  page  14,  line  42,  we  propose 
to  leaVe  out  the  words  'agents  or 
solicitors'  and  insert  Mand  agents, 
solicitors,  or  land  clerks.' " 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  14,  line  42,  to  leave  out  the  words, 
agents  or  solicitors,  *  and  insert  the  wor^s  *  land 
asents,  solicitors,  or  land  clerks.'  *' — {The  Duke 
of  Devonshire.) 


On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  op  DEVONSHIRE :  The 
last  Amendment,  I  belieVe,  is  only  a 
verbal  one  of  which  I  have  given  notice. 
It  is  on  page  1 5,  line  2,  after  '*  nomination  " 
insert  "  may  be  negotiated." 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire. 


Amendment  moved —  ^ 

"  In  pa^e  15,  line  2,  after  the  word  *  nomina- 
tion *  to  insert  the  words  *  may  be  neg^- 
tiated.'**— (JAe  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  co. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
the  next  Amendment  stoqd  in  his  name,, 
and  he  begged  to  move  it,  but  he  hoped 
he  would  be  allowed  to  add  certain  words. 
The  Amendment,  as  put  down,  read  a» 
follows— 

*'  Where  in  the  case  of  the  sale  of  an  estate 
to  persons  other  than  the  Land  Commission  an 
agent  has  been  employed  by  the  vendor  to- 
negotiate  the  sale,  such  sum  asmay  be  sanctioned 
bv  the  Estates  Commissioners  may  be  paid  to- 
that  agent  out  of  the  purchase  money  as  part^ 
of  I  he  cost  connected  with  the  sale.  For  th» 
purposes  of  this  sub-section  Vendor*  shall 
mcludo  the  limited  owner  or  a  trustee.'* 

The  alteration  he  wished  to  make  was^ 
after  the  second  "  may "  to  add  "  with. 
the  consent  of  such  vendor. "    This  would 

eye  them  a  power  of  which  he  thought  no> 
ndlord,  in  their  Lordships'  House  or  out 
of  it,  would  not  be  most  glad  if  they  could 
see  their  way  to  give  it.  It  gave  the 
landlord  a  chance  of  remunerating  a  class 
of  men  who  were  unique  in  the  world,  and 
who  had  done  yeoman  service  for  their 
employers.  The  position  of  an  agent  in 
Irebind  was,  as  noble  Lords  who  knew 
anything  about  the  matter  would  agree, 
undoubtedly  different  to  that  of 
an  agent  aujrwhere  else,  for  the  reason* 
that  owing  to  the  extremely  complicated 
nature  of  their  land  system  they  wer& 
most  highly-trained  specialists.  He  had 
no  experience  of  a  large  estate  in  England,, 
but  he  believed  that  an  agent  in  England 
had  really  to  be  a  good  financial  man,  one 
who  could  keep  good  accounts,  and  that 
nothing  more  was  needed,  although  of 
course  there  were  other  qualities  which 
were  desirable.  But  in  Ireland  the  agent 
had  to  be  a  highly-trained  specialist  in 
the  land  laws  of  the  country,  and  if  the 
Bill  worked,  as  they  all  hoped  it  woidd 
work,  these  men  would  be  absolutely 
thrown  out  of  employment.  They  wantM 
the  opportunity  of  compensating  them. 
He  could  assure  their  Lordships  tnat  the 
bonus  was  not  enough,  because  all  the 
estates  did  not  get  the  bonus.  He  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  a  sbght  alteration  of 
the  Settled  Lands  Act,  but  he  would 
plead  with  their  Lordships  that  they  were 
dealing  with  a  very  special  case,  and  that 
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in  no  case  out  of  Ireland  could  it  be  turned 
into  a  preoedent.  It  had  already  been 
done  in  Ireland  more  than  once,  though 
they  were  not  quite  certain  whether  or 
not  their  course  of  action  had  been 
absolutely  legal.  The  passing  of  this 
Amendment  would  absolutely  satisfy  the 
qualms  of  the  most  crusty  trustee,  and  at 
the  same  time  it  would  be  a  great  boon 
to  landlords  in  Ireland,  for  it  would 
enable  them  to  remunerate  men  who  had 
served  them  faithfully  and  loyally  for  a 
long  time. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  or  IRE- 
LAND :  I  would  like  to  point  out  to  my 
noble  friend  that  with  the  general  pur- 
port and  body  of  the  Amendment  I 
entirely  agree.  I  also  agree  with  all 
that  he  has  said  about  the  land  agents, 
who  are  a  very  desenring  body  and 
entitled  to  every  sympathy  and  respect. 
But  I  suggest  that  the  closing  words  of 
the  Amendment  might  be  a  little 
dangerous.  All  through  the  Bill  the 
woid  "  vendor "  does  include  limited 
owners  or  trustees,  and  to  select  this 
particular  Amendment  to  say  that,  will 
be  to  cast  some  doubt  upon  other  parts 
of  the  Bill.  Would  it  not  be  better  to 
leave  out  the  last  lines.  The  person 
responsible  for  drafting  the  Bill  drew  my 
attention  to  this  matter,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  is  right. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  if  those  lines  were  left 
out. 

♦Thb  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE:  I 
beg  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  andwill  leave  out  from 
the  Amendment  the  words  "  for  the  pur 
pose  of  this  sub-section ''  vendor  *'  shall 
include  a  limited  owner  or  a  trustee." 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  15,  line  6,  after  the  word  '  Com- 
miasion^  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words 
'(11)  Where  in  the  case  of  the  sale  of  an  estate  to 
persons  other  than  the  Land  Commission  an 
agent  has  been  employed  by  the  vendor  to 
negotiate  the  sale  such  smn  as  may  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Estates  Commissioners  may  with 
the  consent  of  such  vendor  be  paid  to  that  agent 
out  of  the  purchase  money  as  part  of  the  costs 
connected  with  the  safe.'''— (^^  Earl  of 
Donoughmore,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 


The  Earl  of  ARRAN  said  the  Amend- 
ment which  stood   in  his  name  on  the 
Paper  was  one  as  to  which  he  could  not 
but  feel   a   certain   confidence    that  it 
would  be  accepted  by  the  Government 
and  would  meet  with  the  i^roval  of  the 
majority  of  their  Lordships,  because  it 
provided  equally  for  the  interest  of  the 
tenant,  the  interest  of  the  landlord,  and 
the   interest  of   the    British  taxpayer. 
Those  of  their  Lordships  who  knew  Ire- 
land well  would  recognise  that  there  had 
been  for  a  very  long  time  an  old  accusa- 
tion made  against  the  Government  of 
Ireland  on    account  of    their   secrecy, 
simply  because  there  was  not  sufficient 
Ught  thrown  upon  the  dealings  of  their 
genera]  policy.     He   had  heard   it   de- 
scribed by  prominent  Nationalists  as  the 
hole-and-corner  policy  of  Dublin  Castle. 
He  could  not  but  think  that  if  this  Bill 
was  to  work  pacifically,  and  if  it  was 
to    enjoy   the  confidence  of   all  those 
afi'ected  by  it,  that  all  grounds  for  such 
an  accusation  should  be  removed.    But 
he  regretted  to  see  that  in  the  Bill  not 
only  were  those  grounds  not  removed 
but  there  remained  much  more  serious 
grounds  than  existed  bdore  in  previous 
measures  for  that  dd  suspicion.    Under 
Section  23  of  the  Kll,  to  which  he  would 
trouble   their   Lordships  to  turn,  and 
under  Sub-sections  7  ana  1 1  of  that  dause, 
it  would  be  seen  that  under  Sub-section 
7  certain  regulations  were  not  to  be  pub- 
lished, or  atany  ratetherewas  no  provision 
to  that  effect,  whereas  the  rules  under 
Sub-section  11   were  to  be  published. 
He  believed  it  might  be  maintained  that 
the  reason  whv  rules  under  Sub-section 
7  were  not  to  be  published  was  because 
they  were    departmental    regulations; 
whereas  the  rules  under  Sob-section  11, 
which  were  to  be  published,  were  rules 
affecting  the  general  policy  of  the  Bill. 
With  all  due  deference  he  ventured  to 
assert  emphatically  that  it  was   just  the 
other  way  about,  and  the  reason  why  he 
thought  so  was  that  if  they  looked  at 
Sub-Mction  11  they  would  see  that  the 
President    of    the    Incorporated    Law 
Society  of  Ireland  was  to  be  consulted  on 
matters  affected  thereby.    He  could  not 
for  the  life  of  him  see  what  the  President 
of  the  Incorporated  Law  Society  of  Ire- 
land had  to  do  with  the  general  pdicy 
of  this  Act.     If   their  Lordships   read 
further  they  would  see  that  these  rules 
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should,    among  other    things,    provide 
for — 

"  The  making  of  such  investigation  and  the 
performance  of  each  other  duties  by  the  afore- 
said officers  and  persons  as  may  be  requisite 
and  practicable,  with  a  view  to  limiting  the 
costs  and  expenses  of  persons  applying  to  the 
Land  Commission  to  purchase  uaia  in  pursu- 
ance of  those  provisions,  and  the  expression 
*  prescribed '  in  those  provisions  means  unless 
tne  context  otherwise  requires  prescril>ed  by 
those  rules." 

These  rules  were  surely  not  stamped 
as  departmental  regulations. '  But  if  they 
turned  to  Sub-section  7,  which  were 
supposed  to  be  departmental  regulations, 
what  did  they  find  ?  The  sub-section  read 
as  follows— 

'*  The  Estates  Commissioners  in  carrying  the 
foregoing  provisions  of  this  Act  into  eflect  shall 
be  under  the  general  contol  of  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  and  shall  act  in  accordance  with  such 
regulations  as  may  be  made  by  him  from  time 
to  time." 

What  were  the  foregoing  provisions  of 
the  Act  1  They  included  under  Clause  1, 
the  fixing  of  prices ;  under  Clause  2,  the 
dealing  with  evicted  tenants,  under 
Clause  3,  the  re-sale  to  an  owner,  under 
Clause  5,  the  sanction  of  advances  in 
cases  outside  the  zones ;  under  Clause  6, 
the  purchase  of  estates  by  the  Land 
Commission ;  under  Clause  7,  the  great 
question  of  the  congested  estates  and  the 
purchase  from  the  Land  Judge ;  under 
Clause  13,  provisions  with  regard  to 
sporting  ana  mineral  rights.  In  fact, 
they  contained  the  whole  spirit  of  the 
purchase  scheme.  He  would  call  their 
attention  to  one  further  thing  which  was 
absolutely  in  the  interest  of  the  tenants, 
namely,  that  Clause  19  contained  a  com- 
pulsory power  declaring  that  unwilling 
tenants  must  become  purchasers.  He 
could  not  see  how  in  the  worid  it  could 
be  contended  that  these  were  depart- 
mental r^ulations.  They  dealt  with  the 
whole  spirit  of  the  Act  and  the  most 
important  parts  of  the  Act.  He  would 
also  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
powers  under  these  twenty- two  fore- 
going clauses  must  be  exercised  ex- 
clusively by  the  Estates  Commissioners. 
As  the  Bill  now  stood  the  whole  of  the 
working  of  that  part,  which  was  the 
most  important  part  of  the  Bill,  would 
therefore  be  in  the  hands  of  a  secret 
despot.  He  had  no  doubt  that  he 
would  be  a  benevolent  despot,  but 
he  did   not  think  that  secret  despotism 

The  Earl  of  Air  an. 


of  any  kind  had  ever  had  any  success 
in  Enghnd,  nor  had  it  ever  had  any 
success  in  Ireland.  He  thought  that 
proceedings  under  a  measure  of  such  vast 
importance  as  this,  which  dealt  with  such 
very  great  issues,  should  rather  be  made 
public  and  the  full  light  of  day  thrown 
upon  the  general  poUcy  under  which  the 
measure  was  to  be  carried  out,  rather 
than  that  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
any  secret  despot,  whoever  he  might  be. 
He  would  add  that  this  concession  was 
one  which  he  thought  was  earnestly 
hoped  for  by  all  concerned  and  one  which 
he  hoped  that  the  Government  woukl 
make.  It  had  already  been  conceded  in 
another  place,  and  he  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  therefore  see  their  way  to 
concede  it  now.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved— 

*<  In  page  15,  line  21,  after  the  word '  all,' to 
insert  the  words  'regulations  and.'"^(rA« 
Earl  of  Arran,) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  This 
Amendment  was  not  moved  in  Com- 
mittee, and  I  have  not,  therefore,  been 
able  to  give  very  much  time  to  its  con- 
sideration, because  the  very  brief  time 
which  was  at  our  disposal  hat  been  taken 
up  by  considering  Amendments  of 
which  notice  has  been  given.  In  fact,  I 
have  only  seen  this  Amendment  a  very 
few  hours  ago,  and  I  have  not  had  any 
opportunity  of  consulting  the  Chief 
Secretary  upon  the  subject  further  than 
that  I  am  informed  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  could  not,  on  behalf  of  the 
Irish  Gk>vernment,  give  his  consent  to 
the  Amendment.  I  did  not  quite  catch 
the  concluding  words  which  the  noble 
Lord  the  Earl  of  Arran  used.  I  think 
he  stated  that  the  Amendment  had  been 
accepted  in  the  other  House  of  Pariia- 
ment.  If  it  was,  I  do  not  understand 
why  it  does  not  find  a  place  in  the  Bill 
now. 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN :  Am  I  per- 
mitted to  speak  a  second  time  % 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  I  did 
not  quite  catch  what  you  said. 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN :  It  was  practi- 
cally the  same  Amendment  as  was 
accepted  in  the  other  House,  and,  if  I 
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may  give  names  and  dates,  it  was  an 
Amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Butcher  on 
July  1st. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I  am 
afraid  that,  not  being  aware  of  what  took 
place  on  that  occasion,  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  assent  to  the  Amendment. 

Lord  DXJNBOYNE  said  it  was  a  very 
undesirable  thing  that  landlords,  owing 
to  the  way  in  which  previous  Land  Acts 
had  been  <;arried  out  in  Ireland,  should 
have  no  intimation  of  the  manner  in 
which  this  Bill  was  to  be  administered. 
These  rules  were  suiq>06ed  to  guide  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  but  they  were  to 
be  secret  rules.  He  did  not  know  who 
desired  them  to  be  secret.  So  far  as  he 
knew,  one  class  of  people  did  not  desire 
it,  and  they  were  the  landlords.  He 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  particu- 
larly in  the  interests  of  the  tenants  that 
this  provision  had  been  put  in,  or  whether 
it  was  in  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  certainly  the  landlords  did 
not  desire  these  secret  regulations  for 
they  desired  that  every  possible  publicity 
should  be  given  to  the  working  of  the 
measure.  It  seemed  a  strange  thing 
that  the  regulations  which  were  to 
govern  the  administration  and  the  acts 
of  the  Estates  Commissioners  were  to  be 
flecret,  while  those  which  were  to  govern 
their  subordinates  were  to  be  published. 
He  saw  no  reason  for  this,  and  therefore 
hoped  that  the  Amendment  would  be 
pressed. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
he  would  like  to  add  one  remark  on  the 
subject.  The  noble  Lord  the  Earl  of 
Arran  had  dealt  with  the  subject  very 
fully,  and  had  given  a  list  of  the  various 
things  which  under  the  preceding  clauses 
would  be  affected  by  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions in  question.  Glancing  his  eye  down 
the  list,  he  noticed  that  there  were 
Tery  few  things  in  it  which  were  not 
absolutely  new,  and  therefore  there  could 
be  no  precedent  for  them.      But  there 


were  two  things  which  were  practically 
not  new.  These  were,  firstly,  the  pur- 
chasing from  owners  direct  by  the  Land 
Commissioners.  That  was  in  this  Bill,  and 
it  had  been  part  of  the  land  system  before 
the  Bill  was  introduced.  He  would 
remind  the  noble  Duke  that  this  very 
subject  was  dealt  with  by  rules  in  March, 
1897,  Order  No.  38,  which  was  published 
in  all  the  big  books  on  the  Land  Law  in 
Ireland.  Secondly,  the  purchasing  of 
estates  from  the  Land  Judge  was  also 
dealt  with  under  the  rules  of  March,  1897, 
Order  No.  37.  If  it  was  found  to  be 
possible  and  advisable  to  publish  those 
things  in  1897,  he  could  not  see  why  it 
should  not  be  possible,  advisable,  and  just 
that,  they  should  be  published  in  the 
autumn  of  1903. 

The  Earl  of  AERAN  :  May  I  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  correct  an 
unfortunate  mis-statement  I  unwittingly 
made  just  now.  I  stated  that  this 
Amendment  was  accepted  in  the  other 
House.  I  must  correct  that.  I  find  it 
was  promised  that  if  the  House  wished 
the  rules  to  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  a  clause  would  be  brought  up  on 
the  Report  stage  to  deal  with  the  matter. 
Apparently  nothing  more  was  heard  of  it. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  If  I 
may  add  one  word  before  the  Amendment 
is  put,  I  should  say  that  I  should  have 
thought  that  all  that  it  was  desired  to 
criticise  in  Parliament  was  the  action  of 
the  Estates  Commissioners,  and  not  the 
regulations  under  which  they  took  action. 
The  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  are  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament,  and  I  should  think  that 
that  would  give  a  full  opportunity  for 
discussing  anything  in  connection  with 
the  action  of  the  j^tates  Commissioners 
which  it  may  be  desirable  to  discuss  in 
Parliament. 

On  Question  "That  those  words  be 
there  inserted,"  their  Lordships  divided : — 
Contents  46  ;  Not-Contents  62. 


CONTENTS. 


Abercorn,  M.     {D,  Abercorti.) 

Abingdon,  E. 

Bandon,  £. 

Belmore,  E. 

Oamperdown,  E. 

Dartrey,  E. 

Drogheda,  E. 


Rosse,  £. 
Westmeath,  E. 

Hutchinson,  V. 
more.) 

Ardilaun,  L. 


[Teller,-] 
(E.  Donough- 


Barrymore,  L. 

Carygfort,  L.     {E.  CarysforL) 

Castletown,  L. 

Chaworth,  L.     {E.  Meath.) 

Clements,  L.    (E.  Leitrim,) 

Clonbrocic,  L. 

Cloncurry,  L. 
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Colchester,  L. 
De  Freyne,  L. 
Digby,  L. 
Dunalley,  L. 
Dunboyne,  L. 
EUeDborongh,  L. 
Fennaniu;h,  L.    {E.  Erne,) 
FingaU,  L,    {E,  FingalL) 
Grejr  de  Ruthin,  L. 
InchiqmD,  L. 
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Kilmaine,  L. 

Langford,  L. 

Leconfield,  L. 

Macnaghten,  L. 

Massy,  L. 

MeredythyL.  (L.  Athlumney,) 

Monck,L.     (V.Monck.) 

Monteagle  of  Brandon,  L. 

Muskerry,  L. 

0*Nem,  L. 
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Oranmore  and  Browne,  L. 

Ponsonby.L.  {E,Be$9bartmgh,'^ 

Rathdonnell,  L. 

Rossmore,  L. 

Silchester,  L.    {E.  Longford.^ 

Sudley,      L.      {E.     Arrati.'^ 

[TeUer.] 
Tyrone,  L.    [M.  WaUrfonL\ 
Ventry,  L. 


Canterbury,  L.  Abp. 
Habbury,  E.  (L,  Chancellor.) 
Devonshure,  D.  {L.PreMent) 

Norfolk,  D.    {E.  Marshal.) 
Beaufort,  D. 
Grafton,  D. 
Marlborough,  D. 
Portland,  D. 
Wellington,  D. 

Camden,  M. 
Cholmondeley,  M. 
Lansdowne,  M. 
Ripon,  M. 
Zetland,  M. 

Clarendon,  K    (Z.  Chamber- 
lain.) 
Bathurst,  £. 
Craven,  £. 
Denbigh,  £. 
Derby,  E. 
Hardwieke,  E. 


NOTCONTENTS. 

Hillsborough,  E.     {M.  Down- 

shire.) 
Howe,  E. 
Lathom,  E. 
Malmesbury,  E. 
Morley,  E. 
Onslow,  E. 
Selbome,  E. 
Shrewsbunr,  E. 
Spencer,  £. 
Stamford,  £. 
Stanhope,  E. 

Vane,  E.     {M.  Londonderry.) 
Waldegrave.  E.    [Teller.] 
Yarborough,  £. 


Churchill,  V. 
Cross,  V. 


[Teller.] 


Alverstone,  L. 
Ashbourne,  L. 
Ashcombe,  L. 
Balfour,  L. 
Belhaven  and  Stenton,  L. 


Belper,  L. 

Braybrooke,  L. 

Bumham,  L. 

Burton,  L. 

Cottesloe,  L. 

Denman,  L. 

Emly,  L. 

Gage,  L.    {V.  Gage.) 

Glanusk,  L. 

Hatherton,  L. 

Kenyon,  L. 

Kintore,  L.     {E.  Kintore. } 

Lawrence,  L. 

Lursan,  L. 

Rayleigh,  L. 

Ribblesdale,  L. 

Rothschild,  L. 

Wenlock,  L 

Windsor,  L. 

Wolverton,  L. 

Zoucbe  of  Haryngwortfa,  L. 


The  Earl  op  AREAN  said  the  next 
Amendments  were  consequential  on  the 
one  the  House  had  just  divided  upon. 
He  asked  leave  to  withdraw  them. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  15,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  the  last  preceding  sub-section '  and  insert  the 
words  *  this  section.' "— (2%«  Earl  of  Arraru) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  5,  line  23,  after  the  word  '  made '  to 
insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words  :  *  (13)  On 
the  sale  of  an  estate  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts  whether  to  the  Land  Commission  or  other- 
wise, the  land  clerk  or  land  clerks  of  such  estate, 
of  not  less  than  ten  years  service  in  estates 
offices  in  Ireland,  may  be  transferred  to  the 
offices  of  the  Estates  Commissioners  and  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  with  the  assent  of  his 
employer,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  Lord  lieutenant,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Treasury,  may  determine.*  "—(TA«  Earl  of 
Arran.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 


Lord  DIQBY  moved  to  insert  a  new- 
clause  providing  that  land  clerks  of  ten 
years'  service  in  an  estate  office  in  which 
a  gross  annual  rental  of  more  than 
£6,000  was  accounted  for  should 
be  eligible  for  employment  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners.  He  said  that 
this  would  remove  to  some  extent,  the 
hardships  which  would  be  inflicted  on  a 
very  worthy  and  trustworthy  body  of 
men,  who,  through  no  fault  of  their  own^ 
were  to  be  thrown  out  of  employment. 
The  Local  Government  Act  of  1898, 
provided  that  the  collectors  for  poor  rates 
should  receive  compensation  for  their  losa 
of  office.  He  thought  their  position  was 
about  the  same  as  that  of  the  land  clerks, 
whose  services  had  been  found  to  be  very 
valuable  in  carrying  out  the  Land  Acts. 

Amendment  moved — 

*' After  Clause  23,  to  insert  the  following 
clause :  *  Land  clerks  of  ten  years*  service  in  an 
estate  office  in  which  a  gross  annual  rental  of 
£5,000  is  accounted  for,  shall  be  eligiUe 
for  employment  by  the  Estates  CommlB- 
sioners.  *  "--{Lord  Digby. ) 
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♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  op  IRE- 
LAND :  My  noble  friend  has  referred  to 
a  class  of  men  who  are  veiy  deserving. 
Everyone  connected  with  Ireland  has 
personal  knowledge  that  these  clerks 
working  in  the  land  oflSce  are  a  very  de- 
serving bodr  of  men.  I  know  many  of 
them  myself  and  the  principal  of  them  is 
chairman  in  the  estate  office  of  my  noble 
friend.  Bat  accepting  the  Amenchnent  is 
quite  another  question.  Everyone  would 
be  glad  that  every  field  of  employment 
should  be  opened  to  them,  and  that  they 
should  be  deemed  to  be  elidble  for  any 
employment  in  the  service  of  the  State  or 
of  any  private  individuals  who  may  wish  to 
employ  them.  But  I  am  informed  it 
might  lead  to  legal  difficulties  and 
questions  if  we  were  to  declare  in  the 
Bill  that  these  persons  were  eligible 
for  employment  in  a  particular  way. 
"  Eligible  for  emjrfoyment  by  the  Estates 
CommissioDers "  might  mean  that  they 
would  have  some  claim  to  be  transferred 
to  that  body  and  to  be  appointed  by  them. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Lord  CLONBROGE  said  that  the 
Amendment  which  stood  in  his  name, 
did  so  erroneously,  because  it  should 
have  been  in  the  name  of  his  noble 
friend  the  Earl  of  Donoughmore,  but 
in  his  absence  he  would,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  House,  move  it.  The 
Amendment  referred  to  the  same 
subject  that  was  discussed  on  Clause 
18,  namely,  that  of  arrears,  but  in  this 
case  it  applied  to  sales  made  direct 
to  the  tenants.  He  thought  that  the 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  Amendment 
were  very  much  the  same  as  those  urged 
in  the  case  of  the  other  Amendment. 
The  matter  in  this  instance  was  not 
quite  so  complicated,  because  the  land- 
lord in  dealing  direct  with  his  tenants 
might  make  agreements  with  his  tenants 
ad  to  the  manner  in  which  arrears  should 
be  dealt  with,  although  there  would 
always  be  the  difficulty  that  the  tenants 
would  have  practically  to  paj^  one  year's 
rent  in  one  half-year,  in  addition  to  which 
there  was  the  difficulty  that  if  the  arrears 
were  collected  by  the  Land  Commission 
the  vendors  would  be  anxious  to  have 
some  arrangement  so  as  to  know  how 
much  of  the  purchase  money  was  paid 
for  the  land  and  how  much  for  arrears. 


Whatever  arrears  were  handed  to  them,, 
if  they  were  of  any  value,  the  vendor 
oi^ht  to  have  them,  and  if  there  was  no- 
viJue  in  them  the  matter  would  rest  and 
he  would  get  nothing.  He  hoped  that- 
the  (Government  would  see  their  way  to 
accept  the  Amendm^t  he  had  phiced  on- 
the  raper. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  16,  line  28,  after  the  word  *  estate ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  to  personB  other  than  the^ 
Land  Ck>mniiB8ion.'  "—{Lord  Clonbrock,) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND :  The  Amendment  moved  so 
temperately  is  consequential  upon  dis- 
cussions which  have  taken  place,  and  I 
hope  the  noble  Lord  will  be  satisfied 
with  them. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  moved — 

•*  In  page  16,  line  29,  to  leave  out  the  word 
•  hereinafter  mentioned '  and  insert  the  word  m- 
•of  the  agreement  for  the  purchase   of  the 
holding.*  **—{Lord  Clonhrock.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  moved — 

•*  In  page  16,  line  33,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *use'  to  the  end  of  the  sub-section."— 
{Lord  Clonbrock,) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
on  behalf  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
moved  the  following  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved. 

"  In  page  17,  line  42,  after  the  first  word 
'payable^  to  insert  the  words  'out  of  the 
purchase-money  or  otherwise.'"— (rA«  Duke  of 
Vevonshire.) 

On  question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN  said  the  next 
Amendment,  which  stood  in  his  name, 
had  the  same  object  as  that  moved  by  the 
Lord  President.  The  reason  he  moved 
it  was  that  it  was  considered  in  many 
quarters  that  the  Lord  President's  Amend- 
ment scarcely  protected  the  legal  owner  of 
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an  estate.  Their  Lordships  would  re- 
collect the  fact  that  this  Amendment  was 
moved  by  him  (the  Earl  of  Arran)  in  (Com- 
mittee with  the  object  of  preventing  a 
mortgagee,  in  a  case  where  be  refused  to 
prove  his  title,  and  the  interest  originally 
amounted  to  4  per  cent.,  or  5  per  cent., 
irom  taking  the  31  per  cent,  merely  as 
an  instalment,  and  from  proceeding  against 
the  owner  of  the  estate  for  the  balance  of 
the  money  on  other  securities  or  lands  he 
might  hold.  It  would  be  remembered 
that  all  well-drawn  mortgages  gave  two 
securities,  one  by  the  property,  and  the 
other  by  the  personal  covenant.  Under 
the  previous  section  when  an  estate  was 
sold  direct  to  the  Land  Commission  or 
sold  direct  to  the  tenants 


The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
<The  Earl  of  Mqrley)  :  The  words  after 
"purchase-money  or  otherwise"  were 
adopted.  I  do  not  think  the  Amendment 
is  receivable  after  that. 

Thb  Earl  op  ARRAN  :  Then  I  beg 
leave  to  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  17,  line  42,  after  the  first  word 
'  payable  to  insert  the  words  '  out  of  the 
purchase-money,  or  recoverable  under  any 
agreement  or  covenant,  or  chargeable  on  any 
otner  lands  or  securities  which  may  be  subject 
to  such  claim  along  with  the  lands  sold.' " — 
iTTie  Earl  of  Arran,) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
^thdrawn. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  moved  an 
Amendment  which  he  said  was  intended 
to  meet  the  case  where  there  was  a 
covenant  in  a  mortgage  that  the  monev 
should  not  be  called  in  for  a  certain  period. 
If  an  estate  were  sold  it  would  be  only 
right  to  relieve  the  vendor  from  the 
covenant.  He  understood  that  his  noble 
aed  learned  friend  had  no  objection  to 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  18,  line  2,  after  the  word  'advances ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  provided  that  in  case  of 
the  sale  of  an  estate  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts  a  vendor  shall  be  entitled  to  pa^r  off  any 
charge  or  incumbrance  thereon,  notwithstana- 
in^  any  direction,  proviso,  or  covenant  oon- 
tamed  m  any  deed  or  other  instrument  to  the 
contrary.'"-— (Xord  Afacnaghien.) 

The  Earl  of  Arran. 


♦The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND  :  Anything  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  suggests  would  receive  every 
respectful  consideration.  I  do  see  that 
it  might  be  some  hardship  under  the  cir- 
cumstances that  a  vendor  should  be  pre- 
cluded from  paying  off  any  encumbrance  or 
charge  when  he  has  ceased  to  be  connected 
with  the  old  property.  The  people  who 
have  lent  the  monev  might  feel  the 
proposal  possibly  to  be  some  grievance. 
Very  likely  under  the  altered  conditions 
they  would  not  object,  but  I  cannot  be 
certain  that  it  may  not  be  challenged  on 
the  grounds  I  have  indicated  in  the  other 
House,  if  not  here. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  moved  an 
Amendment  providing  that  the  sub- 
section should  not  api^y  in  cases  where 
the  Land  Commission  were  satisfied  that 
it  was  not  owing  to  any  act  or  default  of 
the  mortgagee  that  his  title  was  not 
established  and  his  money  invested. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  insert  after  the  last  Amendment  the 
words :  *  Provided  also  that  this  sub-section 
shall  not  apply  in  any  case  where  the  Land 
Commission  are  satisfied  that  it  is  not  owin^  to 
any  act  or  default  of  such  person  that  his  title 
is  not  established,  and  the  amount  of  his  claim 
invested  as  aforesaid.'* — {Lord  Macnaghten,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  said 
the  next  Amendment  dealt  with  a  purely 
legal  point.  He  would  ask  permission  to 
make  a  slight  alteration  in  the  Amend- 
ment as  printed.  The  Amendment  read 
as  follows — 

"  (4.)  Notwithstanding  anything  in  this  sec- 
tion any  vendor  or  incumbrancer  may  require 
the  Court  to  invest  the  purchase  money,  pend- 
ing distribution,  in  any  of  the  securities  from 
time  to  time  authorised  by  law  for  the  invest- 
ment of  trust  funds.*' 

He  desired  to  leave  out  the  word  "re- 
quire "  and  insert  the  words  "  apply  ta" 
The  object  of  the  Amendment  was  simply 
to  give  a  suitor  the  right  to  apply  to  the 
Court  to  invest  the  purchase  money. 
Under  the  present  circumstances  the 
Court  might  say  to  him  "  Why !  you  have 
no  business  here,  you  have  no  locus  standi" 
The  Amendment  was  moved  with  the 
object  of  ensuring  that  such  a  person 
should  have  that  loais,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  accepted. 
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Amendment  moved- 


"  In  pa^e  18,  after  line  12,  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing new  sub-section  :  *  (4)  Notwithstanding 
anything  in  this  section  any  vendor  or  incum- 
brancer may  apply  to  the  Court  to  invest  the 
purchase  money,  pending  distribution,  in  any 
of  the  securities  from  time  to  time  authorised 
by  law  for  the  investment  of  trust  funds.' " — 
{The  Earl  of  Donoughmore,) 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
The  noble  Ijord  has  altered  the  Amend- 
ment in  an  important  respect,  by  pro- 
posing to  substitute  for  the  words 
"require  the  Land  Commission  "  the  words 
"  apply  to  the  Land  Commission."  That  is 
a  very  material  alteration.  The  Amend- 
ment as  it  originally  stood  was  one  we 
could  not  accept.  Under  the  Bill 
it  would  not  be  necessary  for  the  Land 
Commission  as  a  general  rule  to  call  upon 
the  National  Debt  Commissioners  for  the 
allowance  of  any  money  until  the  tide 
to  the  money  had  been  ascertained.  If 
the  Amendment  were  accepted  I  am  told 
it  would  seriously  interfere  with  the 
financial  scheme  of  the  Bill.  Whether  the 
modification  of  the  Amendment  would 
remove  that  difficulty  I  am  unable  to  say, 
but  it  is  placing  your  Lordships  rather 
at  a  disadvantage  that  we  should  have  an 
Amendment  not  on  the  Paper  put  before 
us  at  the  last  moment. 

Lord  MACN  AGHTEN  said  he  thought 
the  Amendment  with  the  alteration  was 
perfectly  reasonable,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  would  put  the  Land  Commission  or 
the  Treasury  to  any  expense  whatever. 
It  would  simply  authorise  the  person  who 
was  interested  in  the  purchase  money  to 
apply  to  the  Court  to  invest  the 
purcnase  money  in  any  of  the  securities 
from  time  to  time  authorised  by  law  for 
the  investment  of  tnist  fimds.  The 
object  was  to  give  such  person  a  l<mm 
sUmdi;  nothing  more  than  that.  Of 
course  the  Court  did  not  act  on  its  own 
motion,  it  required  that  it  should  be  put 
in  motion  by  somebody.  The  Amend- 
ment meant  that  any  person  interested 
in  the  matter  should  be  authorised  to  say 
"Please  invest  the  money  in  such  and 
such  a  security."  It  would  be  for  the 
Court  to  say  whether  or  not  they  would 
do  so.  It  was  only  reasonable  that 
persons  interested  in  the  money  should 
have  the  right  to  apply  to  the  Court. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE : 
In  view  of  the  explanation  given  by  the 


noble  and  learned   Lord  we  may  accept 
the  Amendment  in  its  altered  form. 

On  Question,  Ame  ndment  agreed  to. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN,  on  behalf  of 
Lord  Dunboyne,  moved  to  insert  the 
following  new  sub-section.  He  said 
that  this  Amendment  was  moved  in 
Committee,  when  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland  said  he  thought  that  there 
was  no  such  Act  referred  to>  and 
that  n  applied  to  Ireland  as  well  as 
to  England.  In  point  of  fact  the  law 
only  applied  to  England. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND:  That  is  BO. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  the 
object  of  the  Amendment  was  that 
trustees,  who  had  acted  honourably  but 
had  not  complied  strictly  with  the 
requirements  of  the  trust  in  accepting  a 
security,  might  apply  to  the  Court  and 
get  relief  from  that  breach  of  trust,, 
which  was  purely  technical.  That  was^ 
a  more  common  thing  in  Ireland  than 
in  England  in  consequence  of  the  fall  in 
the  value  of  landed  securities.  There 
were  many  cases  in  which,  according  ta 
the  strict  rules  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
a  person  who  had  a  beneficial  interest 
might  call  upon  the  trustees  to  replace 
money  lost  through  no  fault  of  their 
own.  All  that  the  Amendment  pro- 
posed was  that  trustees  in  Ireland  should 
have  the  same  relief  as  they  were  en- 
titled to  in  England  in  proper  cases.  It 
was  said  that,  unless  they  gave  immunity 
of  that  sort,  trustees  would  be  slow  to 
go  into  the  Court  of  Chancery,  because 
there  might  be  evils  of  this  kind  for 
which,  if  they  went  into  Court  and  the 
whole  history  of  the  estate  and  the- 
dealings  with  it  were  made  public,  they 
might  be  made  answerable.  As  this 
was  the  law  in  England  he  did  not  think 
his  noble  and  learned  friend  would  have 
any  objection  that  it  should  also  be  the 
law  in  Ireland. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  27,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  seotioD,' 
to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  :  *  (4)  In  the  case 
of  all  proceedings  in  relation  to  any  lands  sold 
under  the  Land  Farohase  Acts,  or  any  ohai|^ 
thereon,  or  any  moneys  realised  thereby,  if  it 
appears  to  the  Court  that  a  trustee  is  or  may 
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^  persoDally  liable  for  any  breach  of  trust, 
whether  the  transaction  alleieed  to  be  a  breach 
of  trust  occurred  before  or  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  but  has  acted  honestly  and  reason- 
ably, and  ought  fairly  to  be  exeused  for  the 
breach  of  trust,  and  for  omitting  to  obtain  the 
-directions  of  the  Court  in  the  matter  in  which 
he  committed  such  breach,  then  the  Court  may 
relieve  the  trustee,  either  wholly  or  partly, 
^rom  personal  liability  for  the  same.'"— (Xom 
JUacnaghUn.) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
XAND  :  I  am  very  much  in  sympathy 
with  this  Amendment.  It  is,  as  my 
noble  and  learned  friend  says,  the  law  in 
England  under  the  Judicial  Trustee  Act 
(passed  in  1896.  I  see  no  objection  to  the 
Amendment.  As  it  is  the  law  in  England 
there  is  no  primd  fade  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  the  law  in  Ireland  where 
-we  have  just  as  many  difficulties  to 
meet.  It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  we 
•should  amend  the  general  law  relating 
to  trustees  in  a  Land  Purchase  Act 
There  is  a  clause  which  states  that  no 
trustee  shall  be  liable  for  any  default 
hy  proceeding  under  that  particular 
section  and  investing  the  funds.  The 
noUe  Lord,  Lord  Dunboyne,  wishes  to 
;give  a  clean  'hUl  of  health  to  a  trustee 
for  everything  he  has  done  and  is  doing 
now  under  the  Trustee  Act.  When 
my  noble  and  learned  friend  Lord 
3ilacnagiiten  gives  all  the  great  weight 
of  his  legal  position  to  this  Amendment, 
and  is  not  appalled  by  the  fact  that  he 
is  seeking  to  remedy  what  is  a  deficiency 
in  Irish  legislation  under  a  Bill  which 
•can  hardly  be  said  to  be  germane  to  it, 
I  can  hardly  justify  myself  in  resisting 
Jiis  contention. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  ta 

Lord  CLONBROCK  moved  a  series 
of  Amendments  which  he  said  were  for 
the  object  of  inserting  the  words  *'  Land 
Judge''  instead  of  "Land  Commission." 
They  were  advised  by  those  who  were 
familar  with  the  working  of  such  matters 
that  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  and 
:saying  of  expense  if  the  Land  Judge  had 
power  to  act  in  cases  under  this  section 
instead  of  it  being  necessary  for  him  to 
refer  the  appointment  of  a  public  trustee 
in  each  case  to  the  Land  Commission. 

Amendments  moved — 

'*  In  page  27,  line  36,  after  the  word  *by '  to 
insert  the  words  '  the  Land  Judge,  or ' ;  in  line 

Lord  Macnaghieru 


41,  after  the  words  *  apply  to'  to  insert  the 
words  *  the  Land  Judge,  or  \" 

"  In  page  28.  line  1,  after  the  word  '  and '  to 
insert  the  words  '  the  Land  Judge,  or ' ;  in  line 
3,  after  the  word  'to'  to  insert  the  words 
*  the  L«nd  Judge,  or  * ;  in  line  5,  after  the  word 
'  and '  to  insert  the  words  '  the  Land  Judge, 
or ' ;  in  line  8,  after  the  word  '  section '  to  insert 
the  words  'the  Land  Judge,  or'."— (lorrf 
Clonhrock,) 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
If  the  noble  Lord  looks  at  Sections  14 
and  15  he  will  find  that  the  Land  Judge 
has  already  been  introduced  into  the 
matter. 

Lord  CLONBROCK :  In  that  case  I 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendments. 

Amendments,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

''After  Clause  56  to  insert  the  following 
clause :  '  The  word  "  estate "  in  section  5  of 
the  Act  of  1881  shall  include  such  lands  of  a 
landlord  as  are  retained  hy  him  or  re-porchased 
upon  any  sale  of  an  estate  under  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts,  including  this  Act,  and  the  Lsnd 
Comnussion  may  autnorise  a  resumption  under 
the  said  section,  notwithstanding  that  the  hold- 
ing in  res^t  of  which  such  resumption  \s 
authorised  is  held  at  a  judicial  rent  fixed  for  a 
first  or  subsequent  statutory  term.'  "-^Lord 
Inckiqiiin.) 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE 
said  that  an  Amendment  to  this  clause 
had  been  put  down  in  his  name  because 
his  noble  friend  Lord  Castletown,  whose 
Amendment  it  was,  wasnotcertain  of  beinfi" 
present.  He  noticed  that  his  noble  friend 
was  present,  but  would  not  move  the 
Amendment.  As  his  noble  friend  had 
left  him  in  the  lurch  he  would  try  to  do 
his  best  with  it  The  reason  for  moving 
the  Amendment  was  that  it  was  im- 
possible in  practice  to  get  the  purchase 
agreements  signed  by  all  parties  at  the 
same  time.  They  must  get  them  signed 
at  the  time  and  moment  when  the  tenant 
was  agreeable  to  buy.  The  law  was 
absolute  that  once  an  agreement  was 
signed  they  could  not  coffect  any  rent 
behind  the  date  of  the  agreement,  and 
from  that  date  they  were  to  receive  instead 
of  rent  the  interest  on  the  purchase 
money.  Tenants  in  Ireland  paid  rent 
either  half-yearly  or  yearly.  If  purchase 
agreements  were  executed,  say,  in  March, 
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on  an  estate  where  the  rents  were 
paid  on  the  Ist  of  November,  the  owner 
would  lose  under  the  existing  law  of  the 
land  all  the  rent  that  had  accrued  since 
the  1st  of  the  preceding  November  until 
the  date  he  signed  the  agreement.  That 
was  to  say  that  in  many  cases  he  might 
lose  one-third  or  even  a  half-year's  rent. 
The  object  of  the  Amendment,  as  he 
xmderstood  it^  was  to  ensure  that  he 
^should  not  lose  that  rent  and  for  that 
reason  he  hoped  their  Lordships  would 
«ee  the  reason  and  justice  of  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  page  32,  line  15,  after  the  word  <  matter ' 
to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words : '  (6. )  li^ 
the  casee  of  sales  to  tenants  other  than  sales  by 
1  he  Land  Commission  or  sales  by  the  I^and  Judge, 
the  date  of  which  interest  on  the  purchase 
money  payable  under  Sub-section  2  of  Section 
35  of  the  Act  of  1896  shall  begin  to  be  nayable 
«ball  be — (a)  If  the  agreement  for  purchase  be 
made  on  any  first  day  of  May  or  first  day  of 
November  from  the  date  of  such  agreement; 
ib)  In  all  other  cases  from  a  date  to  be  specified 
in  the  agreement,  and  not  beins  earlier  than 
the  gale  day  immediately  preceding  the  date 
of  agreement ;  and  such  interest  shall  be  dealt 
with  according  to  the  terms  d  the  said  sub- 
•section. — ( The  Earl  of  Donoughmort, ) 


Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  he  did  not 
move  the  Amendment  at  the  instance  of 
Lis  noble  friend  the  Earl  of  Donough- 
more  for  the  very  sufficient  reason  that 
he  had  always  been  very  jealous 
of  the  proceedings  in  their  Lordships' 
House.  When  ne  found  an  Amend- 
ment that  he  had  moved  last  night 
was  put  down  in  the  name  of  his  noble 
friend  the  Earl  of  Donoughmore,  he 
felt  that  the  latter  was  the  proper  person 
to  move  it.  Haying  regaro,  however,  to 
the  able  speeches  they  had  heard  from 
him  during  the  last  two  nights,  he  felt 
that  the  Amendment  was  in  far  safer  hands 
than  his  own.  The  noble  Lord  the  Earl 
of  Donoughmore  had  often  had  the 
pleasure  of  dealing  with  these  Amendments 
and  sometimes  there  had  been  a  friendly 
friction  between  them  which  mi^ht  have 
lost  a  valuable  Amendment  to  him.  He 
<Lord  Castletown)  felt  that  if  he  left  this 
Amendment  in  the  hands  of  his  noble 
friend,  there  would  be  much  more  chance 
of  its  bein^  carried.  He  could  not  for 
the  life  of  him  see  why  His  Majesty's 
Government  could  not  accept  the  Amend- 
ment^ as  it  was  a  remarkably  simple  one.  It 
inflicted  no  grievance  on  the  Treasury  and 
merely    earmarked  the  fact    that  when 


an  agreement  was  come  to  between  the 
tenant  who  had  purchased  and  the  land- 
lord who  sold,  the  interest  which  the 
Treasury  had  agreed  to  produce  should 
start  from  that  moment  and  be  paid  to 
the  landlord,  who  had  sold  his  property, 
and  was  entitled  to  the  interest. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  said  the 
noble  Lord  had  put  into  the  Amendment 
the  first  day  of  5f  ay  or  the  first  day  of 
November,  but  these  were  by  no  means 
universal  days  on  which  agreements 
were  made,  for  sometimes  the  dates  were 
the  25th  of  March  and  the  25th  of 
September.  He  did  not  know  why  the 
Amendment  was  worded  that  way. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  :  This  Amend- 
ment was  drafted  by  one  of  the  ablest 
men  on  the  judicial  body  in  Dublin,  with 
a  view  to  lessening  the  trouble  that 
might  arise  under  these  agreements. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE:  He  evi- 
dently  forgot  that  there  were  other  dates. 

The  Lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND :  This  matter  was  discussed  some- 
what on  the  Committee  stage,  and  then  I 
five  the  reasons  that  occurred  to  me  why 
did  not  think  the  noble  Lord,  who  then 
moved  his  own  Amendment,  had  made  out 
his  case.  I  have  listened  very  attentively 
to  both  my  noble  friends,  one  who  ex- 
plained why  he  did,  and  the  other  who 
explained  why  he  did  not,  move  the 
Amendment.  I  have  heard  no  reason 
for  making  the  change  proposed.  I 
think  every  reasonable  provision  is  made 
to  deal  with  these  matters.  It  may  lead 
to  elements  of  difficulty  and  confusion  if 
the  Amendment  is  accepted,  while  at  the 
same  time  it  does  not  add  any  substan- 
tial clearness  to  the  operation  of  the 
clause. 


Amendment, 
withdrawn. 


by  leave  of  the  House, 


Amendment  moved — 

<'In  pace  34,  line  38,  after  the  word  '  Com- 
missioner to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section :  *(8)  In 
all  cases  in  which  the  Commssioners  of  Woods, 
Forests,  and  Land  Revenues  are  parties  to  any 
prooeodings  in  the  High  Court  or  the  Land 
ConmiiBsion,  the  Court  or  Judge  shaU  have 
power  to  award  costs  to  or  against  said 
Conunissioners.' '' — {The  Earl  of  I^rogheda), 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 
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Bill,  as  it  stood,  presented,  and  he  hoped 
the  Grovernment  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. 


•*  (3)  The  powers  and  provisoes  for  the  re- 
demption or  satisfaction  of  superior  interests 
conferred  by  Section  31  of  the  Act  of  1896 
shall  be  varied  and  extended  so  as  to  enable 
the  owner  to  satisfy  a  terminable  charge 
by  investing  a  capital  sum  in  investments 
authorised  pursuant  to  this  Act,  the  interest 
on  which  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  charge, 
and  thereupon  the  balance  of  the  purchase 
money  shall  be  discharged  from  any  lien  in 
respect  of  such  superior  interest,  and  upon  the 
termination  of  the  charge  the  said  capital  sum 
so  invested  shall  revert  to  the  person  or  persons 
to  whom  the  benefit  of  the  succession  would 
have  accrued  on  the  termination  of  the  terra- 
minable  charge  had  the  estate  not  been  sold/' 

He  said  that  he  moved  this  Amendment 
in  Committee  and  desired  to  know  if  the 
Government  were  prepared  to  accept  it. 
He  was  told  that  there  were  already 
powers  in  the  Bill  to  carry  out  the  object 
ne  had  in  view,  which  was  to  enable 
moneys  to  be  set  aside  to  pay  a  jointure 
instead  of  purchasing  an  annuity.  The 
noble  Marquess  stated  that  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  this  could  already 
be  done,  but  he  had  looked  into  the 
matter  and  found  cases  on  the  point  in 
Cherry's  Irish  Land  Law  as  follows  : — 

''  Section  31 :  Land  Act  of  1896,  and  notes 
thereon,  page  567  et  sequitur" 

** Note  *U*  page  569:  Where  a  'superior 
interest'  is  redeemed  under  this  section  it 
becomes  a  lien  upon  the  purchase  money,  and 
must  be  didcharsed  by  payment  of  its  capital- 
ised value  as  a  Dulk  sum,  even  though  it  is  a 
terminable  annuity,  such  as  a  jointure,  the 
owner  of  which  objects  to  be  paid  off :  Owens 
Estate  (No.  3),  1900,  l.I.T.  161  (CjV.)  And  the 
annuitant  can  insist  on  this  right,  even  though 
the  owners  desire  to  have  the  money  retained 
in  Court,  and  the  annuity  paid  as  it  falls  due: 
AUxander' 8 Estate  (W^Y  l.I.R.  20.  (Roes  J.)." 

**  Note  *  /*  The  term  *  superior  interest,'  as 
deBned  by  this  sub-section,  is  one  of  very  wide 
signihcation.  It  is  not  con6ned  to  pjaramount 
estates,  or  perpetual  charges,  but  includes  a 
life  annuity,  secured  by  a  term  of  years  and 
charged  upon  the  land:  Alexanders  Estate 
(1000).  l.I.R.  20.  (Roes,  J.)  It  includes  also, 
an  annuity  by  way  of  jointure  not  secured  by 
a  term,  even  where  an  order  has  been  made  by 
the  Land  Judge  to  sell  the  estate  dischaiged 
from  the  jointure :  Owens  Estate  (No.  3), 
(1900)  l.LR.  151  (C.A)." 

"It  apparently  also  includes  a  contingent 
liability  for  any  annuity,  rent-charge,  or  rent ; 
as  to  which  see  Sec.  34  (3)  and  note  thereto, 
page  575." 

He  thought  the  amendment  was  a  most 
reasonable  one  to  propose.  He  had 
mentioned  all  the  drawbacks  which  the 


Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  36,  line  29,  after  the  word  *  deposit,' 
to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section :  *  (3)  The  powers- 
and  provisoes  for  the  redemption  or  satisfaction 
of  superior  interests  conferred  by  Section  31  of 
the  Act  of  1896  shall  be  varied  or  extended  so 
as  to  enable  the  owner  to  satisfy  a  terminable 
charge  by  investing  a  capital  sum  in  invest* 
ments  authorised  pursuant  to  this  Act,  the 
interest  on  which  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
charge,    and  thereupon  the   balance   of   the 

{>urchase  money  shall  be  discharged  from  any 
ien  in  respect  of  such  superior  interest,  and 
upon  the  termination  of  the  charge  the  said 
capital  sum  so  invested  shall  revert  to  the^ 
person  or  persons  to  whom  the  benefit  of  the- 
succession  would  have  accrued  on  the  termina- 
tion of  the  terminable  charge  had  the  estate 
not  been  sold.* "  {Lord  Oran/inore  and  Browne, ) 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I 
understand  that  the  Land  Commission 
have  no  power  without  the  consent 
of  all  parties  to  do  what  is  pro- 
posed in  this  new  sub-section.  If  it  is 
desired  that  they  should  exercise  this- 
power  without  the  consent  of  all  parties 
interested,  the  Amendment  should  be 
made  in  Clause  24,  which  deals  with  the 
distribution  of  purchase  money.  The 
subsection,  which  is  proposed  here,  haa 
nothing  whatever  to  ao  with  Clause  67, 
with  which  we  are  now  dealing.  It  is  also 
imperfectly  drafted,  because  the  purchase 
money  is  distributed  by  the. Land  Com- 
mission, and  not  by  the  owner,  as  has 
been  pointed  out.  There  would  be  ne 
objection,  I  am  advised,  to  giving  an 
undertaking  to  insert  an  Amendment  te 
Clause  24,  as  I  have  suggested,  on  the 
Third  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House^ 
withdrawn. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  These 
words  ought  not  to  have  been  omitted 
in  Committee,  lliey  were  not  conse* 
quential  upon  the  Amendment  carried 
out  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Lord  Mac^ 
naghten. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  42,  line  23,  after  the  word  're- 
hearings  '  to  insert  the  words  '  and  those  rules 
shall  amone  other  things  provide  for  an  ad 
valorem  scale  of  fees  to  bepaid  on  notices  of 
or  re-hearing.'  "— (2%«  Duke  of  Devon- 


shire. ) 
On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
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♦Lord  MONTEAGLE  of  BRANDON 
moved  to  insert  the  following  clause  : — 

"  Where  any  agricultural  labourer  has  made, 
or  concurred  in  the  making  of,  a  representation 
under  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to 
1896,  and  within  12  months  thereafter  is 
•ditmissed  from  his  employment,  he  may  apply 
to  the  County  Court  Judge  for  compensation, 
on  the  ground  that  he  has  been  dismissed  by 
reason  of  his  ha\4ng  made,  or  concurred  in 
making,  the  representation,  and  if  in  the 
opinion  of  the  County  Coart  Judee  he  was 
dismissed  for  the  reason  aforesaid  the  County 
•Court  Judge  may  award  him  compensation  not 
•exceeding  three  months*  wages." 

He  said  that  it  would  be  within  the 
recollection  of  their  Lordships  that  a 
•clause  somewhat  similar  to  this  was  in 
the  Bill  as  it  came  up  to  that  House,  but 
that  clause  was  amended  by  altering  the 
Court  to  which  the  application  for  com- 
pensation should  be  made  from  the  Court 
•of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  or  the  Petty 
Sessional  Court,  to  the  County  Court. 
"Subsequently  to  that,  the  clause  as  a 
i^hole  was  rejected  on  a  Division  without 
:any  further  discussion.  As  the  clause  in 
its  amended  form  was  hardly  discussed, 
«nd  he  thought  that  the  second  Division 
was  taken  somewhat  hastily,  he  ventured 
to  put  it  down  aeain  in  its  amended  form 
in  order  to  give  their  Lordships  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fiuther  considering  it.  He  did 
not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
xmduly  on  the  matter,  but  if  their  Lord 
•ships  thought  that  it  was  advisable  to 
reconsider  the  matter,  they  would  now 
have  the  opportunity  of  doing  so.  He 
•entertained  a  strong  opinion,  as  he 
texpressed  in  Committee  the  other  night, 
in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the  clause, 
although  he  did  not  pledge  himself  to 
all  its  details.  He  thought  it  was 
substantially  improved  by  the  words 
•**  County  Court  »Tudge  "  being  inserted, 
and  that  some  protection  for  the  labourer 
was  needed.  He  did  not  think  that 
noble  Lords  opposite  need  have  any  serious 
:grounds  of  apprehension  if  the  clause 
were  entertained,  and  if  it  were  rejected 
l)y  their  Lordships'  House  it  might  give 
rise  to  an  unf ortimate  feeling,  and  produce 
friction  at  the  time  when  the  labouring 
•classes,  as  well  as  all  other  classes,  in 
Ireland,  hoped  that  an  era  of  peace  might 
be  inaugurated.  He  therefore  begged  to 
move  the  insertion  of  the  clause  in  its 
amended  shape. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  After  Clause  94  to  insert  the  following 
<cla*ise — *  Where  any  agricultural  labourer  has 


made,  or  concurred  in  the  making  of,  a  repre' 
sentation  under  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Act^, 
1883  to  1896,  and  within  twelve  months  there- 
after is  dismissed  from  his  employment,  he 
may  apply  to  the  County  Court  Judge  for  com- 
pensation, on  the  ground  that  he  hak  been  dis- 
missed by  reason  of  his  having  made,  or  con- 
curred in  making  the  representation,  and  if  in 
the  opinion  of  the  County  Court  Judige  he  was 
dismissed  for  the  reason  aforesaid,  the  County 
Court  Judge  may  award  him  compensation 
not  exceeding  three  months  wages.  ' — {Lord 
Mont  eagle  of  Brandon.) 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  said  that  when 
the  clause  came  up  in  the  Committe  he 
moved  its  rejection,  although  he  then 
stated  that  aa  it  was  amended  he  had 
less  objection  to  it  than  when  ii  appeared 
in  its  original  form.  He  still  had  certain 
objections  to  it,  and  one  of  them  was 
the  fact  that  they  were  to  go  into  a 
higher  Court  to  settle  the  matter,  and 
therefore  the  costs  would  have  to  be  paid 
on  a  higher  scale.  Those  costs  were  wholly 
irrecoverable  from  a  labourer  who  was 
only  earning  2s.  6d.  a  week. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  :  He  draws 
28.  6d.  per  day. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN  said  he  intended 
to  say  2s.  6d.  per  day.  That  fact  was 
the  reason  why  he  moved  the  rejection  of 
the  clause  in  Committee.  The  strongest 
argument  against  the  clause  which  he 
had  heard  was  urged  by  the  noble  Lord, 
Lord  Robertson,  who,  he  thought,  well 
maintained  that  the  clause  raised  before 
the  Court  the  question  of  motive.  He 
did  not  think  that  anything  would  be 
able  to  get  over  the  question  of  the  land- 
lord's motive  in  dismissing  a  labourer 
when  the  question  was  brought  before  a 
Petty  Sessional  Court  or  a  County  Court 
Judge.  While  they  were  in  Committee 
he  also  mentioned  a  case  which  came 
under  his  own  notice,  in  which  no  less 
than  203  persons  might  act  under  this 
clause,  and  if  he  or  their  employers 
dismissed  any  of  them,  they  would 
be  able  to  proceed  against  their  em- 
ployer to  the  extent  of  a  sovereign,  with- 
out any  power  of  appeal  being  given  to  the 
employer.  He  still  objected  to  the  clause 
on  these  grounds. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  felt  rather 
strongly  about  the  Amendment  brought 
forward  by  his  noble  friend  Lord  Mont- 
eagle  of  Brandon,  and  he  hardly  thought 
that  his  noble  friend  Lord  Inchiquin  had 
proved  any  justification  for  striking  out 
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the  clause.  He  felt,  however,  that  the 
justification  for  the  clause,  which  he 
granted  was  rather  a  serious  one,  was 
this.  One  knew,  and  anyone  who  had 
lived  in  the  agricultural  parts  of  Ireland 
where  labourers  were  employed  knew, 
that  very  often  some  of  those  men  made 
a  representation  in  order  to  have  a  good 
house  given  to  them,  where  at  present 
they  had  a  hovel.  They  put  forward 
that  representation,  which  came  before  the 
District  Council,  and  eventually,  perhaps, 
the  Council  were  prepared  to  build  the 
house.  It  was  very  likely  that  some  objec- 
tion would  be  raised  by  a  farmer.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  a  case  of  the  landlords 
objecting,  because  he  had  always  found 
that  the  landlords  of  Ireland  had  been 
very  generous  to  the  labourers,  and  had  not 
insisted  upon  their  strict  rights.  '  The 
men  who  had  insisted  upon  their  strict 
rights  had  been  the  niggardly  fanners 
who  refused  to  give  aie  labourers  a 
small  portion  of  land,  which  might  give 
him  a  good  home  and  very  likely  the 
advantage  of  labouring  in  other  parts  of 
his  county.  It  was  against  such  men  that 
this  Amendment  was  aimed,  and  he 
thought  it  was  justifiably  aimed  at  them. 
They  were  men  who  were  very  often 
determined  to  get  Qwery  atom  of  land 
they  could  into  their  own  hands.  They 
resisted  the  chance  of  these  labourers 
getting  a  small  holding,  labourers  who 
worked  not  so  much  for  them  as  for  the 
outside  public.  He  strongly  advised  his 
noble  friend  Lord  Monteagle  of  Brandon 
to  persist  in  this  Amendment.  He 
thought  it  was  a  perfectly  fair  one, 
although  his  noble  friend  had  not  put 
forward  the  strong  point  which  he  (Lord 
Castletown)  had  ventured  to  place  before 
the  House,  namely,  that  the  labourers, 
when  they  were  dealing  with  tenant 
farmers,  and  as  they  would  eventually  deal 
with  tenant  purchasers,  would  find  their 
position  a  very  difficult  and  a 
very  unfavourable  one.  There  were  many 
cases  in  which  a  landlord  had  placed  a 
labourer  on  a  plot  of  land  where  that 
labourer  would  be  required,  and  he  also 
knew  of  many  cases  in  the  South  of 
Ireland  where  the  labourer  had  been 
placed  on  a  plot  of  land  because  he  would 
give  labour  to  the  district  round  him.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  likely  that  the  land- 
owner who  placed  the  plot  of  land  at  his 
disposal  would  refuse  employment  to  or 
attempt  to  dismiss  a  labourer  because  he 
Lord  Castletown. 


might  make,  or  concur  in  making,  an 
application  for  a  cottage  or  a  piece  of  land. 
It  was  not  impossible,  however,  that  the 
tenant  farmers,  some  of  whom  were 
district  councillors,  would  take  that  action^ 
and  in  such  cases  he  thought  that  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done  for  the  labourers 
who  had  very  few  friends,  and  belonged 
to  a  deserving  class.  He  thought  that 
the  Amendment  would  preserve  in  Ireland 
one  of  the  most  valuable  classes,  and  he 
should  therefore  support  it. 

The  Puke  of  ABEECORN  said  there 
appeared  to  be  great  diversity  of  opinion 
in  the  House  respecting  this  clause,  and 
the  question  of  labourers.  He  ventured 
to  suggest  to  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  Mont- 
eagle of  Brandon,  that  he  should  not 
press  the  Amendment  at  the  present  time,, 
but  if  when  the  Bill  came  back  from  the 
other  House,  and  the  latter  had  thought 
it  necessary  and  requisite  to  re-insert  the 
clause,  they  should  give  them  the  liberty 
of  doing  so. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  That 
is  impossible. 

The  Earl  of  WESTMEATH  observed 
that  the  noble  Lord  was  mistaken  in 
saying  that  the  conclusion  they  came  to 
the  other  day  was  arrived  at  without  due 
consideration.  This  particular  clause  had 
been  debated  in  Committee,  and  had  been 
considered  from  every  point  of  view. 

♦Lord  MONTEAGLE  of  BRANDON: 
I  was  simply  talking  about  what  occurred 
in  this  House,  and  was  not  referring  to 
any  discussion  in  private  Committee* 
outside. 

The  Earl  of  WESTMEATH  said 
they  objected  to  the  clause  altogether. 
They  only  accepted  the  Amendment 
which  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  Emly,  pro- 
posed in  Committee,  and  which  put  the 
decision  of  the  matter  into  the  hands  of  the 
County  Court  Judge,  because  they  thought 
it  would  make  matters  somewhat  better^ 
and  not  because  they  were  in  favour  of 
the  clause.  They  had,  however,  rejected 
the  clause  by  a  very  large  majority  after 
arguments  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
unanswerable.  He  strongly  deprecated 
the  fact  that  the  noble  Lord,  without  con- 
sultation with  any  of  them,  should  have 
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come  forward  and  proposed  to  upset  the 
arrangement  made  so  recently.  He 
should  most  strongly  oppose  the  insertion 
of  this  clause. 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  strongly 
objected  to  including  any  clause  at  all 
relating  to  the  labourers  in  the  Land 
Bill.  This  matter  of  the  labourers 
had  hitherto  been  dealt  with  under  a 
separate  set  of  Acts  which  in  themselves 
practically  formed  a  code.  They  were 
not  under  the  Land  Commission  in  any 
way  but  were  administered  by  the  Local 
Grovemment  Board  with  power  of  appeal 
to  the  Privy  Council.  It  had  been  his 
lot  to  sit  on  those  appeals  under  the  pre- 
sidency of  his  noble  and  learned  friend, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland.  It  was 
said  that  the  Government  intended  to 
bring  in  a  Labourers  Bill  next  session, 
and,  if  so,  would  it  not  be  better  to 
leave  this  matter  to  be  dealt  with  when 
that  Bill  was  introduced,  for  really  the 
clause  was  outside  the  scope  of  the 
measure  they  were  now  discussing. 

♦The  Earl  of  MEATH  said  he 
yielded  to  none  in  his  sympathy  with 
agricultural  labourers,  but  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  Mont- 
eagle  of  Brandon,  that  it  would  be  a  wise 
thing  to  pass  this  clause.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  it  would  be  creating  suspicion, 
animosity,  and  quarrels  between  em- 
ployers and  employed,  for  employers 
would  be  afraid  lest  one  of  their 
labourers  should  sign  one  of  these  appli- 
cations, and  every  labourer  would  be 
thinking  whether  he  could  get  money  out 
of  his  employer.  That  would  in  a  great 
measure  be  encouraging  fraud.  He  had 
never  known  of  an  instance  in  which  any 
labourer  about  him  or  in  his  county  haa 
ever  been  intimidated  because  he  sent  in 
one  of  these  requisitions,  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  had  known  large  numbers 
of  labourers  who  signed  the  requisitions 
but  had  absolutely  no  interest  in  them, 
and  who  did  not  even  know  the  labourer 
for  whom  the  cottage  was  demanded,  or 
where  the  cottage  was  to  be  placed. 
They,  in  fact,  only  sicned  the  requisitions 
because  they  were  asKed  by  one  of  their 
friends  to  do  so,  and  they  knew  no  more 
about  the  matter  than  the  man  in  the 
moon.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  listen  to  the  arguments  adduced  by 
his  noble  friend.  Lord  Monteagle  of 
Brandon 


♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
This  question  was  discussed  at  some 
length  the  other  evening  when  we, 
who  sit  on  this  Bench,  voted  in  favour  of 
the  clause  as  it  stood  in  the  Bill,  and 
against  the  Amendment  then  put  for- 
ward. The  amended  clause  moved  this 
evening  by  the  noble  Lord,  Lord  Mon- 
teagle of  Brandon,  substitutes  the  County 
Court  Judge  for  the  Petty  Sessions 
Court,  which  is  an  additional  safeguard 
to  the  clause,  and  if  he  presses  the 
Amendment  we  shall  support  him. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  had 
not  the  honour  of  being  an  Irishman,  but 
on  an  occasion  like  this,  when  they  were 
dealing  with  component  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  he  thought  they  mieht 
be  allowed  to  read  the  clause  and  consider 
what  it  meant.  He  did  not  know  what 
might  be  the  term  of  enea^ement  of  an 
agricultural  labourer  in  Ireland  ;  he  pre- 
sumed it  was  a  fortnight  or  a  month. 
What  did  the  clause  say  ? 

"  Where  any  agricultural  labourer  has  made 
or  concurred  in  the  making  of  a  representation 
under  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts  1883  to 
1896,  and  within  twelve  months  thereafter  is 
dismissed  from  his  employment,  he  may  apply 
to  the  County  Court  Judge  for  compensation 
on  the  ground  that  he  has  heen  dismissed  by 
reason  of  his  having  made  or  concurred  in 
making  the  representation,  and  if  in  the  opinion 
of  the  County  Court  Judge  he  was  dismssed 
for  the  reason  aforesaid  the  County  Court 
Judee  may  award  him  compensation  not  ex- 
ceeding three  months'  wages.'' 

He  put  it  to  the  House  whether  or  not 
that  was  a  most  extraordinary  assump- 
tion to  make.  Could  it  be  made  m 
England,  in  Scotland,  or  anywhere  except 
in  Ireland,  and  could  it  be  made  m 
Ireland  under  this  Bill  1  He  submitted 
that  unless  some  very  strong  reason  were 
given  for  making  an  arrangement  of  this 
the  clause  was  one  which  in  common 
justice  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  was  pro- 
ceeding to  put  the  Question  when 

♦Lord  MONTEAGLE  of  BRANDON 
said :  May  I  ask  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl  on  the  wool-sack  a  Question  before 
he  puts  the  Question  1 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  Order, 
order. 

Y2 
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♦Lord  MONTEAGLE  of 

BRANDON : 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR :    Order, 

I  only  wish  to  say 

order. 

The  lord  CHANCETiLOR  :  Order, 

On  Question,  "  That  the  clause  be  in- 

order. 

serted." 

♦Lord  MOMTEAGLE  of 

BRANDON  : 

Their  Lordships  divided,  Contents,  63 ; 

!May  I  ask  a  Question  ? 

No^Contents,  62. 
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Marlborough,  D. 
Portland,  D. 

Onslow,  E. 

Kenry,  L.  {E.  Dun/raven  and 

Selbome,  E. 

Mount-Earl.) 

Wellington,  D. 

Shrewsbury,  E. 

Kenyon,  L. 

Spencer,  E. 

Kintore,  L.    {E.  Kintore.) 

Camden,  M. 

Stamford,  E. 

Lawrence,  L. 

Vane,  E.     {M.  Londonderry.) 

Lurgan,  L. 
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Waldegrave,  E.     [Teller.] 

Montagu  c  f  Beaulien,  L. 

Yarborough,  E. 

Monteagle  of  Brandon,  L. 

Ripon,  M. 
Winchester,  M. 

Redesdale,  L. 

Churchill,  V.     [Teller.] 

Ribblesdale,  L. 

Zetland,  M. 

Cross,  V. 

Sandhurst,  L. 
Suffield,  L. 

Clar^don,£.(Z.  Chamberlain, 

Hereford,  L.  Bp. 
Rochester,  L.  Bp. 

Trevor,  L. 

Chesterfield,  E. 

Wenlock,  L. 

Craven,  E. 

Windsor,  L. 

Crewe,  E. 

Alverstone,  L. 

Wolverton,  L. 

Denbigh,  E. 

Ashbourne,  L, 

Zouche  of  Haryngworth,  L. 

Doncaster,  E    {D.  Bucclevch 

Ashcombe,  L. 

and  Queensberry.) 

Balfour,  L. 

Hardwicke,  E. 

Belper,  L. 
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Grafton,  D. 

Annaly,  L. 

Inchiquin,  L. 
Iveagh,  L. 

Northumberland,  D. 

Ardilaun,  L. 

Barrymore.L. 

Kilmaine,  L. 

Abingdon,  E. 

Carysfort,  L     {E.  CarysfoH.) 

Langford,  L. 

Bandon,  E. 

Castlemaine,  L. 

Leconfield,  L. 

Bathurst,  E. 

Chaworth,  L.     {E.  Meath.) 

Macnaghten,  L. 

Belmore,  E.    {Teller.-] 

Clements,  L.     {E.  Leitrim.) 

Massy,  L. 

CamperdowD,  £. 
Cawdor,  E. 

Clonbrock,  L. 

Meredyth,L.  {L.  Athlumney.) 

Cloncurry,  L. 

Monck,L.    iV.Monck.) 

Dartmouth,  E. 

Colchester,  L. 

Muskerry,  L. 
O'Neill,  L 

Dartrey,  E. 

Cottesloe,  L. 

de  MontAlt,  E. 

De  Preyne,  L. 

Oranmore  and  Browne,  L. 

Derby,  E. 
Drogheda,E. 
Lathom,  E. 

Digby,  L. 
Dunalley,  L. 
Dunboyne,  L. 

Pon8onby,L.(J?  Bessborough,) 

Rathdonnell,  L. 
Ros8more,L. 

Morley,  E. 

EUenborough,  L. 

Silchester,  L.     {E.  Lonaford.) 
Sudley.  h.{E.  Arran.)  [Teller.] 

RoMe,E. 

Fermanagh,  L.    IE.  Erne.) 
FingalL  L.    (E.  FingaU.) 
Gage,£.    {V.  Gage.) 

Weetmeath,  £. 

Tyrone,  L.     {M.    Waterjord,) 
Ventry,  L. 

Goschen,  V. 

Hutchinson,  V.    {E.  Donough- 

Glanusk,  L. 

Worlingham,  L.  {E.  Gosford.) 

more.) 

Grey  de  Ruthyn,  L. 

Templetown,  V, 

Hatherton,  L. 

The  Eabl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  I  beg 
to  give  notice  that  this  question  having 
been  decided  by  so  small  a  majority,  I 
shall  raise  it  again  on  the  Third  Reamng 
of  the  Bill. 


The  Earl  of  WESTMEATH:  The 
noble  Earl  has  only  anticipated  what 
several  of  us  are  going  to  do. 


Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow,  and  to 
be  printed  as  amended.     (No.  209.) 
NAVAL  WORKS  BILL. 
House   in    Committee    (according    to 
order) ;  Bill  reported    without   Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived. 
[Thikd  Readikq.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  Third  Reading 
read. 
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Earl  SPENCER :  My  Loi-ds,  I  think  I 
have  a  right  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
Third  filing  of  this  Bill.  I  was  unable 
to  be  here  on  the  occasion  of  the  Second 
Beading,  otherwise  I  should  have  wished 
to  make  some  remarks  upon  it.  I  do 
not  like  to  leave  it  without  saying  some- 
thing, as  I  attach  very  great  importance 
to  this  question.  My  Lords,  the  question 
of  the  Navy  is,  I  need  hardly  say,  one  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  this  country, 
and  one  in  which  I  have  always  taken 
the  greatest  possible  interest. 

With  regard  to  the  expenditure  on 
the  Navy  we  are  getting  to  very 
large  sums,  and  I  think  a  word  of 
caution  ought  to  be  uttered  with  regard 
to  the  continual  increase  of  the  Naval 
Votes.  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  the 
whole  question  of  the  Naval  Votes  to- 
night, but  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  question  which  intimately 
belongs  to  it,  namely,  the  question  of 
these  naval  works.  I  am  quite  aware 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  when  the 
Fleet  was  so  altered  and  the  dimensions 
of  the  vessels  were  so  altered  that  better 
accommodation  in  the  dockyards  should 
be  provided.  No  one  felt  that  more 
than  I  did  when  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
there  was  nothing  in  the  work  of  the 
Board  of  the  Admiralty,  over  which  I 
presided,  in  which  I  took  a  greater  in- 
terest, or  felt  a  greater  pride,  tbui  that  of 
seeing  that  the  works  and  the  dockyards 
should  be  put  into  a  proper  condition.  Up 
to  that  time  there  was  really  no  accom- 
modation for  the  increased  Fleet  or  the 
larger  vessels,  and  it  was  absolutely 
essential  both  with  regard  to  the  size  and 
number  of  ships,  and  to  the  altered  mode 
of  warfare  which  had  come  into  vogue, 
that  very  large  alterations  should  be 
made  in  the  naval  works.  The  Board 
over  which  I  presided  initiated  the 
principle  of  the  works  of  which  the 
present  Bill  is  the  enlargement.  But 
what  we  proposed  then  was  very  humble 
and  small  in  comparision  with  the  enor- 
mous dimensions  to  which  the  Navy  has 
now  grown.  I  think  I  am  right  in 
saying  that  the  naval  loans  now  amount 
to  something  like  £31,000,000  and 
that  very  soon  they  will  amount  to 
£40,000,000.  I  look  upon  this  as  a 
very  serious  matter.  I  do  not  at  all  say  that 
the  great  works  are  not  necessary,  but 
I  cannot  iielp  thinking  that  some  check  or 


some  greater  caution  than  has  hitherto 
been  shown  should  be  shown  in  regard 
to  the  increase  of  these  large  works. 

I  do  not  want,  particulail y  at  this  late 
hour,  to  go  at  length  into  the  details  of 
the  Bill  which  is  now  before  your  Lord- 
ships, but  I  should  like  to  refer  to  two 
points.  There  is  a  proposal  for  establish- 
ing a  new  naval  base  or  a  dockyard— 
we  do  not  know  which  it  is  to  be— in 
Scotland.  I  quite  admit  that  there  is  a 
very  important  report  in  the  hands  of 
the  Admiralty  with  regard  to  the  berth- 
ing of  ships  which  shows  that  there 
must  be  a  very  considerable  increase  in 
the  size,  and  the  quantity  of  basins  and 
berthing  places  in  our  different  yards. 
But  I  do  think  it  is  a  very  serious 
matter  indeed  to  start  a  new  base,  for 
my  experience  of  having  new  centres  is 
this,  that  directly  you  get  a  new 
centre,  and  an  independent  centre, 
you  increase  enormously  the  expenditure 
which  has  to  be  found.  So  far  as  I  can 
see  I  should  very  much  prefer  to  see 
almost  double  the  amount  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  going  to  be  spent  on  this 
new  Scotch  base  spent  on  the  old  dock- 
yards and  the  old  naval  bases,  rather  than 
on  a  new  one,  for  the  reason  that  I  have 
given,  namely,  that  the  moment  you  get 
a  new  establishment  you  increase  the 
expenditure  enormously.  With  regard 
to  this  new  naval  base  itself  there  is  no 
doubt  a  great  deal  to  be  said  about  want 
of  accommodation,  but  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  though  this  report  has  a 
very  great  deal  in  it,  I  am  not  convinced 
after  reading  the  report  that  a  great 
deal  more  might  not  have  been  done  in 
regard  to  increasing  the  accommodation 
at  the  existing  naval  yards.  When  I 
was  at  the  Admiralty  we  set  in  motion 
enormous  works  at  Devonport,  and  those 
have  not  yet  been  finished.  It  might  be 
difficult,  but  it  would  not  be  impossible 
to  increase  the  two  basins  there  by  taking 
up  new  ground.  Then  there  is  also 
Chatham.  A  great  deal  has  been  said 
about  the  increase  of  the  works  there, 
but  I  think  there  is  still  an  enormous 
amount  of  expansion  to  be  done  to  the 
dockyard  there.  Then  there  is  Portland, 
for  which  I  am  responsible.  There,  too, 
a  great  deal  of  additional  accommodation 
might  be  had,  while  at  Portsmouth  there 
could  be  a  considerable  expansion. 
Therefore,  although   I  am  quite  aware 
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of  the  necessity  of  considerable  expansion 
in  our  Dockyards.  I  deprecate  the 
necessity  of  founding  this  new  naval  base 
as  I  feel  it  will  increase  enormously  the 
already  heavy  expenditure  on  the  Navy 
and  on  the  dockyards. 

I  should  like  to  make  one  remark 
upon  this,  and  it  is  that,  at  present, 
we  have  no  estimate  whatever  as  to 
what  the  cost  of  this  new  base  — I 
call  it  a  new  base— at  Eosyth  will 
be.  There  is  nothing  approaching 
an  estimate  as  to  what  will  he  the  ex 
penditure  there.  It  is  said  that  it  is 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  accomoda- 
tion, but  it  is  also  said  that  it  is  desirable 
on  account  of  strategical  reasons.  We 
have  not  had  that  point  threshed  out 
sufficiently.  I  am  not  myself  convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  having  a  new  naval  base  on 
account  of  strategical  reasons.  My  Lords, 
of  course  we  all  acknowledge  that  an 
enormous  change  has  taken  place  in 
regard  to  the  Navy  by  the  introduction 
of  steam,  but  I  do  not  think  the  intro- 
duction of  steam  has  materially  altered 
the  circumstances  that  existed  in  the  old 
days  when  we  were  more  often  in  great 
naval  wars  than  we  are  at  the  present 
time.  In  the  old  days  the  saiL'ng  Mpa 
used  to  lie  in  the  Downs,  and  we  also 
had  the  Nore  a  little  further  north,  but 
since  then— and  that  also  commenced 
when  I  had  the  honour  of  being  at  the 
Admiralty — we  commenced  the  very 
large  harbour  at  Dover  which  will  be  a 
very  important  strategical  position  for 
the  Navy  in  the  future.  It  will,  as  I 
beheve,  amply  take  the  place  and  very 
efiSciently  take  the  place,  that  the  Downs 
formerly  occupied  and  which  has  now 
become  impossible  on  account  of  torpedo 
attacks.  Well,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  at 
all  sure  that  we  are  increasing  our  naval 
strength  by  giving  another  point  of 
defence  as  we  shall  be  doing  if  this 
northern  port  is  created.  One  thing 
with  regard  to  defence  is  that  the  fewer 
points  of  defence  we  have,  unless  they 
are  absolutely  necessary,  the  better  it  is 
and  the  stronger  we  are.  I  therefore 
doubt  that  on  strategical  grounds  this 
great  expenditure  in„the  North  will  be 
necessary.  I  have  very  little  doubt 
myself  that  a  very  large  expenditure 
will  be  involved  by  this.  If  we  are  to 
have  a  dockyard  there,  such  as  we  have 
at  Portsmouth,  or  Chatham,  or  at  some 
Earl  Spejicer. 


of  the  other  ports,  there  will  be  an 
enormous  expenditure  involved.  I  do 
not  like  to  let  this  BiU  pass  through  your 
Lordships'  House  without  expressing 
my  douDts  as  to  the  policy  of  this,  and 
my  protest,  although  it  may  not  be  a 
very  strong  one,  against  the  continual 
and  increasing  expenditure  of  the  Navy. 
No  one  wishes  more  than  I  do  that  the 
Navy  should  be  absolutely  strong  for  all 
the  great  piu'poses  for  which  we  require 
it  as  a  nation,  but  I  think  there  is  a 
necessity  in  the  present  day  of  someone 
occasionally  sounding  a  warning  note  as 
to  the  enormous  continual  expenditure 
upon  it,  for  I  am  afraid  that  there  will 
come  a  day  when  there  will  be  a  serious 
reaction  if  we  go  on  without  some  limit 
to  this  expenditure.  My  Lords,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  with  increased  ships  and 
with  the  increased  size  of  ships  there  is 
continual  expenditure  in  other  ways,  and 
I  thought  it  right  to  draw  attention  to 
this,  for  I  am  wraid  that  in  the  present 
day  we  have  got  into  enormously  lavish 
expenditure  without  always  demanding 
sufficient  reasons  why  this  expenditure 
should  be  necessary. 

♦The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY  (The  Earl  of  Selborne)  :  My 
Lords,  I  am  very  far  from  complaining  of 
what  the  noble  Earl  has  said.  On  the  con- 
trary I  agree  with  much  of  the  matter  of  his 
speech.  The  naval  expenditure  which  is 
forced  upon  this  country  is  undoubtedly 
in  itself  an  evil,  though  I  believe  it 
to  be  an  absolutely  necessary  and 
unavoidable  evil  because,  what  governs 
the  conditions  of  this  expenditure  is  not 
the  option  of  this  country  but  what  other 
naval  Powers  choose  to  spend.  All 
parties  and  conditions  in  this  country  are 
united  in  agreeing  that  we  cannot  allow 
our  naval  strength  to  fall  below  a  certain 
point,  and  therefore  I  maintain  in  the 
fullest  possible  manner,  without  the  least 
reserve,  that  the  naval  expenditure  to 
which  this  country  is  now  committed  has 
been  forced  upon  it.  When  you  talk  of 
naval  expenditure  you  do  not  only  mean 
expenditure  on  ships,  for  there  is  no  use  in 
having  ships  unless  you  have  the  men  to 
man  them.  If  you  have  the  men  to  man 
the  ships,  you  must  have  barracks  and 
hospitals  and  everything  the  men  re- 
quire ;  and  if  you  have  the  ships  you 
require  the  stores  for  them;  the  maga- 
zines to  hold  the  ammunition ;  places 
where  the  ships  can  be  repaired,  and 
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what  is  more  immediately  the  subject  of 
our  debate  to-night,  places  where  they 
can  be  housed,  or,  as  naval  parlance  goes, 
berthed.  I  go  a  little  further  than  the 
noble  Lord  in  one  respect.  I  do  not  think 
be  will  differ  from  me,  but  he  did  not 
make  the  exact  point.  I  say  that  every 
penny  we  are  obliged  to  spend  on  what  I 
call  bricks  and  morur  for  the  Navy  is  in 
itself  an  evil,  but  you  must  have  this 
accommodation  for  men  and  ships.  I 
think  the  noble  Earl  will  see  how  far  I 
>am  in  agreement  with  the  principal 
matter  of  his  speech,  when  I  would  ask 
him  to  remember  that  I  am  responsible 
for  making  this  Naval  Works  Bill  the 
iinal  Bill  as  regards  new  items.  I  have 
arranged  with  the  Treasury,  and  an- 
nounced publicly  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  that,  although  further  Bills 
will  be  required  to  complete  the  esti- 
mates for  works  already  authorised,  or 
now  bein^  authorised,  no  new  works  will 
be  added  m  the  future,  and  that  is  in  itself 
I  think  a  large  contribution  to  that  cau- 
tion for  which  the  noble  Earl  pleaded. 
This  series  of  works  loans  was  initiated 
by  the  noble  Earl  himself,  and  I  think  it 
was  by  no  means  the  least — if  he  will 
allow  me  to  say  so — of  his  remarkable 
contributions  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Fleet. 
The  noble  Earl  did  two  things.  He 
insisted  that  the  expansion  of  the  Fleet 
should  be  a  real  one  and  not  a  sham  one ; 
th&t  besides  providing  the  ships,  the 
men,  docks,  and  stores  should  also  be 
provided.  He  went  further,  and  he 
made  up  for  the  arrears  of  the  past. 
What  your  Lordships  and  the  country  are 
now  pajring  for  is  not  only  the  expan- 
sion of  the  Fleet,  but  also  what  I  do  not 
besitate  to  describe  as  the  gross  neglect 
of  the  auxiliary  services  of  the  Navy  in 
generations  gone  by.  Of  this  neglect 
there  was  nothing  more  glaring  than  the 
want  of  provision  of  dockyard  accom- 
modation. 

The  noble  Earl,  after  his  preliminary 
remarks,  passed  on  to  deal  with  the 
particular  base  at  Rosyth.  The  Berth- 
ing Committee,  to  which  he  alluded,  and 
the  Report  of  which  is  not  only  in  the 
possession  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  but 
IS  in  the  possession  of  your  lordships, 
proved,  I  tnink,  to  absolute  demonstrar 
tion  that  without  the  creation  of  a 
new  naval  base  there  simply  was  not 
room,  and  room  could  not  be  made  in 
which  to  place  the  ships.  The  noble 
Earl  does  not  quite  agree  with  me,  but  I 


venture  to  differ  from  him  entirely.  I 
think  the  Committee  proved  that  there 
was  no  further  room  for  expansion  at 
Portsmouth,  that  when  the  works  to  be 
authorised  under  this  Bill  were  completed 
there  would  be  no  room  for  further 
expansion  at  Chatham,  and  that  although 
there  was  the  possibility  of  a  little 
further  expansion  at  Devonport,  tbe 
expansion  would  not  meet  the  case,  and  it 
would  be  far  more  expensive  in  proportion 
to  what  it  would  supply  for  the  fulfilments 
of  the  demands  of  the  Fleet,  than  the  new 
base.  The  noble  Earl  also  alluded  to 
Portland,  but  for  these  purposes  Portland 
does  not  meet  the  case.  Portland,  as 
Dover  will  be,  is  no  more  than  an  anchor- 
age. There  are  no  barracks,  no  stores, 
no  magazines,  and  there  is  no  opportunity 
of  doing  the  smallest  repairs,  it  is  simply 
an  enclosed  anchorage,  as  Dover  will  be 
in  the  future,  and,  therefore,  it  belongs  to 
a  totally  different  class  of  naval  base 
from  that  which  we  are  now  considering. 
It  is  tine  that  there  is  no  final  estimate 
in  this  Bill  for  Rosyth.  It  would  not 
have  been  possible,  my  Lords,  for  the 
Admiralty  to  supply  that  for  two  reasons. 
In  the  first  place,  because  as  I  pointed  out 
the  other  night,  what  we  claim  to  have 
done  is  to  have  provided,  in  the  cheapest 
manner  possible,  and  most  effective  man- 
ner possible  for  the  expansion  of  the 
Fleet,  which,  in  the  future,  we  foresee  to 
be  inevitable.  I  desire  personally  to 
limit,  as  far  as  possible,  the  extension 
of  this  particular  base.  It  may  be  turned 
into  a  complete  dockyard  like  Portsmouth. 
It  may  only  be  a  base  for  men,  stores,  and 
ships,  and  for  minor  repairs,  and  not  a 
manufacturing  establishment  in  any  sense. 
Either  of  these  possibilities  lie  before  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  in  the  future.  I  do 
not  wish  to  prejudge  the  matter.  All  I 
feel  to  be  my  function  at  the  present 
moment  is  to  see  that  instead  of  allowing 
the  establishment,  whatever  it  is,  to  grow 
in  the  haphazard,  inconvenient,  and  un 
economical  way,  as  has  necessarily  been 
the  case  with  all  the  other  dockyards, 
that  this  base  should  be  planned  out  from 
the  beginning,  and  that  whatever 
in  the  future  is  added  should  fit  into  one 
harmonious  scheme. 

The  noble  Earl  dealt  with  Rosyth 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a  strategical 
station,  i  do  not  think  I  ever  said 
that  the  sole  object  of  the  establish- 
ment of  this  base  was  a  strategical 
object.     What    I   have  said,    and  now 
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repeat,  is  this  ;  that  given  that  a  new 
base  was  required,  it  oecame  necessary 
to  consider  the  strategical  aspect  of  that 
base    as    well    as    the    industrial    and 
economical  aspects.     The  present  Board 
of  Admiralty    considered    that    Rosyth 
fulfilled  all   three  requirements  equally, 
and  therefore  we  thought  it  to  be  the 
best  available  place.     Another  point  on 
which  the  noble  Lord  touched  was  that 
of  defence.     He  did  not  mean  that  it  was 
the  function  of  the  Navy  to  defend  this 
base,  but  that  an  obligation  was  added  to 
the  Military  Forces  to  defend  it.     If  he 
would  carry  in  his  mind  the  particular 
situation  of  St.  Margaret  s  Hope  anchor- 
age, and  of  Rosyth— St.  Margaret's  Hope 
is  the  Spithead,  and  Rosyth  is  the  Ports- 
mouth of  the  new  base — he  will  remember 
that  it  is  practically  inaccessible  to  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  sea  attack.     If 
once  your  Lordships   plunged   into   the 
question  of  the  liability  of  a  naval  base 
to  invasion,  you  would  be  going  further 
than   I   think   the  noble  Earl  meant  to 
go   to-nicht.      I  think   on  consideration 
that    although    the     noble     Earl    may 
not    revise    his    judgment    as    to    the 
absolute  necessity  for  this  base  he  will 
admit  that  it  is  as  immune  from   sea 
attack  as  a  base  can  possibly  be.     I  am 
sure   he   will   admit  that  it  fulfils  the 
economical   and  industrial  requirements 
of  a  base  and  I  think  if  he  had  been  at 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  still,  he  would 
also  have  admitted    that  it  had  a    stra- 
tegical value  of  no  little  importance. 

Standing  Order  No.    39   ha\'ing  be  en 
suspended.   Bill  read  3*  and  passed. 

POST   OFFICE  SITES   BILL. 
Read    3*   (according    to   Order),   and 
passed. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF   CHILDREN   BILL. 

House    in    Committee    (according    to 
Order). 

Title  agreed  to. 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2 — 

♦The  lord  BISHOP  of  ROCHESTER 
moved  to  omit  the  provision  which 
empowered  local  authorities  in  making 
by-laws  to  have  special  regard  to  the 
desirablity  of  preventing  the  employment 
The  Earl  of  Selbmie. 


of  girls  under  sixteen  years  of  age  ia 
streets  or  public  places.     He  said  that 
there  was  one  alteration  which  he  should 
like  to  ask  their  lordships  to  consent  to 
on  this  clause,  though  he  should  have  pre- 
ferred them  to  have  done  so  upon  Clause  3. 
He  understood,  however,  that  the  order 
of  the  Bill  made  it  necessary  to  raise  the 
question  now,  and  in  the  form  of  moving 
to  omit  the  second  provision  at  the  ena 
of  the   second  clause.     He  need  hardly 
say  thac  the  provision  was  one  with  which 
he  was  in  entire  sympathy  so  far  as  it 
went,  but  his  objection  to  it  was  that  he^ 
would  wish  it  to  go  a  great  deal  further* 
The  object  of  his  Amendment  was,  that 
•when  they  came  to  Clause  3,  they  might 
add  to    the  statutory  prohibitions  there 
made,  one  more  which  would  prohibit 
generally  the  employment  of  girls  under 
sixteen   in  streets  or  public  paces.     He 
understood  that  if  they  left  the  proviso  at 
the  end  of  the  second  clause  as  it  now 
stood,  they  would  foreclose  the  question 
he  desired  to  raise,  for  the  House  would 
have  then  decided,  and  the  Bill  would 
then  provide,^that  it  should  be  open  to 
municipalities  and   local    authorities    to 
deal  with  this  question  as  they  pleased. 
Therefore,    they    could    not    raise    the 
question  of  prohibition  again  on  the  third 
clause,  and  his  only  course  was  to  mova 
to  omit  the  second  provision  at  the  end  of 
Clause  2.    It  was  not,  he  hoped,  improper 
for  him  to  express  a  word  of  complaint 
such  as  had  not  been  heard  for  the  first 
time  in  this  House,  ac  the  stage  and  the 
condition  of  things  under  which  this  Bill 
reached  them.     'Die  Bill  got  out  of  the 
Standing  Committee    in    the  House  of 
Commons  at  the  beginning  of  May,  and 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  it  was. 
really    deplorable    that    a    Bill   of    this, 
character  should  have  been  delayed  in  the 
House  of  Commons  so  long  a  time  before 
it   reached   their  Lordships'  House.     He 
said  this  because  it  seemed  to  him  that  it 
should  belong  to  the  reputation  of  thia 
House  that    they  should    have  a  voice 
in     matters    of    this     particular     kind^ 
which  so    nearly  affected  the    practical 
welfare  of  large  classes  of  the  community, 
and  also    because    this    particuhir    case 
seemed  to  be  one  in  which  their  Lordships" 
House  might  very  well  have  said  its  say* 
For  what  he  desired  to  submit  to  their 
Lordships  was  approved  in  even  a  stronger 
form  by  the  Grand  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  it  went  back  to 
the  other  House  containing  the  complete 
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prohibition  which  he  should  like  now  to 
see  inserted.  The  Government,  through 
the  Home  Secretary,  threw  its  weight  m 
the  House  of  Commons  the  other  way. 

Lord  BELPER  :  They  also  did  so  in 
the  Grand  Committee. 

♦The  LORDBISHOP  of  ROCHESTER 
admitted  that  was  so,  but  not  having 
succeeded  there  they  threw  it  out  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  result  was  to 
fall  back  upon  what,  with  ail  respect,  he 
thought  he  must  call  these  rather  feeble 
words  in  the  second  proviso.  That  proviso 
expressed  what  might  be  called  a  pious 
hope  that  the  local  authorities  would 
prevent  the  employment  of  girls  under  16 
in  streets  or  public  places.  As  his  pro- 
posed Amendment  was  drawn  it  would 
revert  towards  what  was  approved  by  the 
Grand  Committee,  but  it  modified  the 
decision  of  the  Grand  Committee  in  order 
to  meet  the  ^vest  kind  of  objection  to 
it.  The  object  which  they  hsA  before 
them  was  to  make  impossible  the  employ- 
ment of  girls  upon  the  streets  and  in 
public  places  in  those  divers  casual  occu- 
pations by  which  they  were  led  to  so 
much  evil.  It  was  answered  "that  it 
might  be  excellent  and  perfectly  neces- 
sary," and  when  they  quoted,  as  they 
were  able  to  quote,  some  of  the  highest 
official  witnesses  and  some  of  the 
great  public  bodies  in  great  cities,  it 
was  replied  "  that  that  was  all  very  well, 
but  they  had  to  consider  the  country  at 
large,  and  the  different  state  of  things  in 
country  districts.''  They  were  also  told 
that  they  must  not  impose  any  general 
prohibition  which  would  do  well  in  one 
class  of  place  but  badly  in  others.  It  was 
to  meet  that  objection  that  the  last  words 
of  his  Amendment  which  he  should  press 
on  Clause  3  were  framed.  He  should 
propose  on  that  Clause  to  move  : — 

"  That  a  girl  under  the  age  of  16  years  shall 
not  be  employed  in  street  trading,  except  under 
the  provisions  of  a  specific  by-law  of  the  local 
authority  sanctioning  the  same  for  the  disposal 
of  agricultural  produce,  being  produced  by  girls 
between  the  ages  of  14  and  16. 

He  thought  he  had  made  clear  what  he 
desired,  and  would  briefly  justify  it.  The 
employment  of  young  girls  under  16  in 
street  trading  in  towns  was  an  evil  which 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  over  estimate. 
Instead  of  arguing  that,  one  might  quote 
from  results.    Figures  were    taken  not 


long  ago  in  Birmingham  as  to  the  char- 
acter  of  these  children,  and  it  was  found 
that  about  two-thirds  out  of  a  total  of  a 
little  over  700  had  within,  he  thought 
the  previous  year,  been  under  sentence 
for  offences  of  some  kind.  Their  Lord- 
ships would  know  what  that  im^died  as 
to  the  practices  the  children  were  allowed 
to  engage  in.  If  they  employed  girls 
between  14  and  16  in  irregular  ways, 
running  about  the  town  at  late  hours  of 
the  evening,  and  so  on,  they  would 
unfit  them  at  the  age  when  they  ought 
to  be  settling  down  to  regular  employ- 
ment. If,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
could  keep  them  out  of  such  things  up^ 
to  the  age  of  16,  girls  would  then  prob- 
ably get  into  regular  emyloyment,  and 
by  the  time  they  reached  the  age'  of  16 
they  would  have  no  desire  to  run  about 
th»  streets. 

Casual  labour  was  always  demoralising, 
to  any  class,  but  could  there  be  any 
class  to  which  it  would  be  more  sa 
than  to  children,  and  especially  young, 
girls.  It  was  said  that  it  was  very 
hard  on  the  poor  costermonger  that 
he  or  she  could  not  have  their  girl 
to  help  them.  It  was  replied  on 
behalf  of  those  who  knew  pretty 
well  the  habits  of  costermongers  that  theyr 
themselves  had  no  desire  to  do  this,  and 
that  they  did  not  take  their  children  out 
in  this  way.  Then  it  was  argued  : — "  If 
you  do  not  let  them  work  in  this  way 
they  probably  will  not  be  able  to  get  any 
other  kind  of  work,"  and  it  was  suggested 
that  worse  moral  results  would  follow,, 
because  they  would  have  to  add  to  the 
family  earnings  somehow.  Was  that 
really  a  true  reply  ?  He  believed  on  the 
other  hand  that  there  was.  a-  very  strong 
demand  for  girl  labour  between  those 
ages  of  fourteenand  sixteen  in  restaurants, 
caf^,  and  so  on,  as  well  as  in  factories. 
It  was  often  impossible  to  get  the 
number  of  girls  to  undertake  the  amount 
of  work  that  was  required,  for  that 
particular  market  was  not  fully  stocked. 
He  believed  it  was  argued  that,  although 
it  was  true  that  girls  were  competent 
workpeople,  there  were  the  weak  and 
poorly  ones  who  were  not  fit  for  steady 
labour,  and  for  whom  they  ought  to  leave 
this  clause  as  a  safety  valve.  His  own 
strong  impression  was  that  this  was  one 
of  those  many  cases  out  of  where  they  were 
asked  to  abstain  from  doing  a  great  good. 
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and  protecting  a  large  class  for  the  sake  of 
a  minority  with  whom  they  ought  to  deal 
in  some  other  way,  and  for  whom  they 
ought  to  make  other  special  provision. 
Of  course,  when  anyone  proposed  a 
Motion  of  this  kind,  which  was  of  a 
general  character,  and  intended  to  make 
prohibitions  by  statute,  the  answer  was 
always  ready,  namely — that  they  need 
not  trouble  about  them,  because  the  Bill 
was  giving  large  powers  to  municipal 
authorities,  who  could  make  any 
by-laws  they  thought  just,  in  a  way 
perfectly  applicable  to  certain  circum- 
stances, ana  that  while  a  general 
prohibition  might  do  some  good,  it 
would  also  do  some  evil.  rossibly 
they  could  trust  their  principal  local 
authorities  in  the  great  cities,  where  the 
authority  was  generally  of  the  best  type. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  evidence  to 
show  that,  in  the  big  towns,  the  men 
irho  cared  most  about  the  public  wel- 
fare were  strongly  and  keenly  in 
favour  of  by-laws  of  that  kind.  But  in 
putting  forward  that  argument  it  was  for- 
gotten that  there  were  a  number  of 
smaller  authorities  on  whom  they  could 
-depend  much  less,  and  he  could  not 
but  think  that  in  cases  of  that  kind, 
where  so.  much  was  at  stake  for  the 
weaker  part  of  the  people,  it  behoved 
Parliament  to  follow  the  lead  of  the 
better  municipalities  and  bring  the 
backward  ones  up  to  the  mark.  They 
had  not  now  got  such  a  House  as  they 
had  a  few  minutes  ago.  He  was  afraid 
that  the  interests  of  the  unrepresented 
children  were  not  as  powerful  in  the 
House  as  the  rights  of  a  certain  class  in 
.another  country.  But  their  rights  could, 
he  believed,  appeal  very  stron^y  to  some 
•of  their  Lonjships.  And  unless  they  adopt- 
ed some  general  prohibition  they  would 
not  prevent  those  street  disorders,  and 
•especially  that  kind  of  ruin  to  which  young 
girls  were  exposed.  He  believed,  therefore, 
that  such  a  prohibition  as  he  asked  the 
House  to  impose  would  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  bodies  and  souls  of  their  youn^ 
citizens,  and  he  asked  the  House  to  look 
carefuUy  into  the  matter  and  drop  the 
jtramo  at  the  end  of  the  second  clause 
with  the  object  of  inserting  an  Amend- 
ment in  Clause  3. 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  page  2,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the  words  <  (2) 
the  local  authority  in  making  by-lavs  under 
Ihie  flection  shall  have  special  regard  to  the 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Rochester, 


desirability  of  preventing  the  employment  of 
girls  under  sixteen  in  streets  or  public  places.' '' 
—(The  Lord  Bishoft  of  Rochester.) 

♦The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of 
CANTERBURY  hoped  the  House  would 
listen  with  favour  to  the  arguments 
adduced  by  his  right  rev.  Brother.  He 
was  not  himself  prepared  to  argue 
in  favour  of  the  precise  clause 
which  the  Bishop  of  Rochester  wished 
to  substitute.  He  wished  to  make  it 
not  so  specific  in  one  particular  as  the 
Bishop  desired  to  do,  and  he  should 
propose,  if  this  sub-clause  were  left 
out  and  an  opportimity  were  dven  of 
their  moving  the  other,  to  make  the  words 
a  little  more  general  by  saying  that  "  No 
ffirl  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years  shall 
be  employed  in  street  trading  except 
under  the  provisions  of  a  specific  by-law 
of  the  local  authority  sanctioning  such 
employment."  This  Amendment  would 
be  more  businesslike  and  in  better  con- 
venancewith  the  position  which  Parlia- 
ment ougtit  to  take,  while  it  would 
still  leave  to  the  local  authority  the 
responsibility  of  sanctioning  the  trading 
for  local  and  specific  reasons.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  consent 
to  leave  out  the  sub-clause  with  a 
view  to  inserting  words  of  that 
kind.  When  the  matter  was  before  the 
House  of  Conunons  he  looked  into  it 
with  a  great  deal  of  care.  It  was  so  long 
ago  as  March  that  this  Bill  passed  the 
Second  Reading  in  the  House  of  Commons 
and  it  actually  left  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee in  the  House  of  Commons  early  in 
Majr.  It  was  very  hard  upon  those  of 
theu*  Lordships  who  desired  to  deal  with 
matters  of  this  kind  that  after  such  delaj 
they  should  now  be  told  that  it  was 
impossible,  owins  to  the  approaching 
prorogation,  to  debate  such  a  question, 
and  it  was  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
that  the  House  of  Lords  should  be  allowed 
to  give  proper  attention  to  it.  He  did  not 
blame  the  Government,  but  it  was  none 
the  less  the  fact  that  the  Bill  had  been 
read  a  second  time  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
momine,  when  discussion  was  absolutely 
impossible.  That  was  not  the  way  in  which 
a  subject  of  this  importance  should  come 
before  the  House,  which  was  specially 
competent  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

When  the  question  was  before  the  House 
of  Commons  so  many  months  ago,  he  had 
made  private  enquiries  of  his  own,  and 
had  studied  with  care  the  evidence  of  the 
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various  officials,   who  could  speak  from 
daily  experience  of  what  was  needed  in 
the  large  towns.   He  waa  surprised  to  find 
how  marked  waa  the  unanimity  on  the 
part  of  those  from  whom  they  might  expect 
an  authoritative  opinion  on  this  matter, 
as  to  the  advantage  which  would  accrue 
if  it  were  definitely  enacted  that  young 
^rls  should  not  be  employed  in  the  streets 
for  trading  purposes.     The  chairmen  of 
School  Boards  and  the  best  known  and 
most    trusted    officers   of    philanthropic 
societies  spoke  in  favour  of  such  an  enact- 
ment. Thismight  perhaps  have  been  antici- 
pated, but  let  anybody  look  at  what  had 
been  said  by  superintendents  of  police  in 
larce  towns  on  this  question.  Let  anybody 
look  at  the  expressions  of  opinion  by 
magistrates  who  had  had  to  deal  with  the 
management  of  public  morals  in  those 
places,  and  see  what  they  felt  upon  this 
subject,  and  then  let  them  recognise  the 
responsibility  the  members  of  the  House 
of    Lords    would    incur    if    they    were 
to  refuse  to  take  away  from  the  local 
authorities    the    temptation      to     look 
casually  into  this  matter  and  let  it  alone. 
He  ventured  to  hope  that,  if  the  House, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Government, 
omitted  this  particular  sub-clause,  and 
allowed    the  clause   he  proposed  to  be 
added  afterwards,  the  Bishop  of  Roches- 
ter would  not  be  unwilling  to   accept 
the  modification  he  had  suggested.     His 
own  Amendment  did  not  single  out  any 
particular  form  of   street  trading,   such 
as    trading  in    farm  produce,    so  as  to 
^ve  it  an  mvidious  or  special  advantage 
over    all    the     other    forms    of    street 
trading.       He     should    like     to    urge 
upon    those    who    had    not    considered 
this  matter,  the    real    importance    that 
attached  to  it,  and,  if  there  were  time,  to 
look  into  the    evidence   which    was    in 
their  hands  before  they  refused  to  give 
effect  to  what  he  believed  to  be  the  wish 
of  those  who  had  at  heart  Xh^  highest 
gfyoA    of  the    community.    The    House 
ought,   he  thought,  to  have   particular 
re^utlto  a  class  which  was  not  represented 
in    Parliament,  and  which  might  throw 
itself  with  some  confidence  upon  the  deci- 
sion which  would  be  given  in  this  House. 
He  earnestly  asked  the  House  to  agree  to 
the  Amendment 


♦The  Earl  of  MEATH  said  that  an 
apology  was  due  from  him  to  the  right 
rev.  delate  and  the  most  rev.  Primate 


for  venturing  to  express  an  opinion  which 
was  not  in  accordance  with  their  views  on 
this  matter.  No  one  couJd  sympathise 
more  than  he  did  with  the  objects  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  had  in  view,  but  he 
was  afraid  in  this  particular  instance  he 
could  not,  as  he  had  done  on  other  social 
questions,  support  him.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  whatever,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  suffering,  that  girls  under  the  age 
of  sixteen  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  oe 
upon  the  streets  for  purposes  of  sale  and 
labour,  but  he  knew  that  in  many  in- 
stances there  were  poor  women  who  were 
compelled  to  send  their  girls  to  earn  their 
living  on  the  streets,  and  unless  they  did 
so,  they  would  eitber  starve  or  have  to 
go  into  the  workhouse.  In  this 
case  they  were  acting,  not  without  some 
knowledge  because  they  had  before  them 
the.  example  of  Liverpool,  where  street 
trading  had  been  regulated.  It  had  been 
found  there  that,  by  the  regulations  which 
were  put  into  force,  a  great  deal  of  the 
evil  which  followed  from  the  employment 
of  girls  in  the  streets  was  avoided.  He 
thought  the  Government  had  been  wise 
in  so  drawing  up  this  Bill  that  it  should 
not  be  made  impossible  that  in  the  case 
of  a  poor  widow  who  was  sick  and  unable 
to  work  herself,  and  who  had  only  one  girl, 
that  that  girl  should  be  enabled  to  earn 
money  sufficient  to  maintain  herself 
and  her  mother.  Otherwise,  it  meant 
that  they  would  go  into  the  workhouse. 
It  was  with  very  great  reluctance  that  he 
found  himself  unable  to  agree  with  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  on  this  occasion. 

♦Earl  SPENCER  :  I  do  not  agree  with 
my  noble  friend  on  the  Cross  Benches  in 
the  view  he  has  taken  of  the  proposals 
made  by  the  right  rev.  Prelate.  I 
have  great  sympathy  with  what  he  says 
as  to  certain  poor  people  who  require  to 
^et  assistance  to  gain  their  d^ily  bread, 
but  I  feel  it  is  a  very  serious  matter  to 
leave  this  question  in  the  position  in 
which  it  is.  We  have  heard,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  is  perfectly  correct, 
for  it  was  stated  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Rochester,  and  confirmed  by  the  most 
rev.  Primate  that  serious  consequences 
have  been  proved  to  have  followed  the 
employment  of  these  girls  in  selling  in  the 
streets.  What  the  nght  rev.  Prelate  has 
proposed  is  not  altogether  to  prevent  this, 
but  it  is  to  strengthen  the  advice  given  by 
the  Imperial  Parliament  to  the  local 
authorities.     The  local  authorities   will 
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certainly  be  put  under  greater  pressure 
if  the  Amendment  of    the    right  rev. 
Prelate  is  adopted  than  if  the    clause 
stands  as  it  is  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment.    I  feel,  therefore,  if  it  came  to  a 
division   that    I    should   support  it.     I 
would  press  on   the  Government   very 
much  that  they  should  consider  if  they 
cannot  accept  the  proposal  of  the  Lord 
Bishop  of    Rochester  with  the  Amend- 
ment as  proposed  by   the    most    rev. 
Primate.      I  think  the  most  rev.   Pri- 
mate's Amendment  is  better,  because  it  is 
impossible  to  satisfy  one  particular  trade, 
and  it  is  best  to  leave  it  in  the  general 
terms  which  the  most  rev.  Primate  pro- 
poses.    If,  therefore,  we  have  to  go  to  a 
division,  I  should  certainly  support  the 
omission  of  this  sub-clause  in   order  to 
insert  the  Amendment  as  suggested. 

The  lord  BISHOP  of  ROCHES- 
TER :  May  I  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  am 
fully  prepared  to  accept  the  Amendment 
suggested  by  the  most  rev.  Primate. 


Lord  BELPER:  My  Lords,  in  the 
first  place  I  should  like  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  to  understand  that  I,  equ^y  with 
him,  regret  the  period  of  the  session  and 
the  time  when  this  Bill  has  been  brought 
forward.  I  hope,  however,  that  he  will 
acquit  me  of  any  blame  in  the  matter, 
for  it  would  certainly  have  been  more 
pleasant  to  me  to  bring  forward  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  at  a  time  when  it  could  be 
discussed  and  the  arguments  against  it 
could  have  been  employed  here.  I  will 
only  say  one  thin^  before  I  speak  to  the 
Amendment.  The  Amendment  of  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  is,  I  understand,  not 
the  Amendment  which  he  has  put  on 
the  Paper,  but  I  do  not  complain  of  that, 
because  I  think  the  course  he  has  adopted, 
namely,  that  of  moving  the  omission  of 
Sub-section  2,  is  more  convenient  before 
any  change  is  made  in  the  Bill.  May  I 
remind  the  House  in  the  first  instance,  as 
there  was  no  discussion  on  this  Bill  on  the 
Second  Reading,  of  the  principle  of  this 
measure.  It  is,  that  owing  to  the  very 
varied  circumstances  of  the  different 
trades,  the  varying  conditions  in  the 
different  localities,  and  the  varying 
conditions  not  only  in  which  the  differ- 
ent trades  are  carried  on,  but  in 
which  the  same  trades  are  carried  on 
in  various  localities — the  principle 
adopted  in  the  Bill  is  not  to  make  any 

JUarl  Spencer. 


statutory  prohibition  under  the  Bill* 
but  to  leave  it  absolutely  in  the 
power  of  the  local  authorities  to  deal  with 
the  question  of  the  employment  of  wage- 
earning  children,  in  whatever  way  tiSat 
they,  having  full  knowledge  of  the  whole 
circumstances,  think  best.    That  was  the 

Srinciple  upon  which  the  Bill  was  intro- 
uced,  and  the  regulations  which  will  be 
made  by  the  local  authorities  will  refer  to 
street  trading  as  well  as  to  other  employ- 
ments. The  right  rev.  Prelate  says 
we  have  introduced  into  this  Bill  a 
certain  statutory  regulation.  There  are 
no  doubt  two  statutory  prohibitions  ;  one 
is,  that  a  child  shall  not  be  employed 
between  the  hours  of  nine  in  the  evening 
and  six  in  the  morning.  That  is  a  pro- 
hibition that  very  few  Members  of  this 
House  will  take  exception  to,  but  it  was 
not  in  the  Bill  originally,  and  the 
clause  was  introduced  by  the  Standing 
Committee,  and  remained  in  the  Bill  after 
it  got  through  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  other  statutory  prohibition  is  one 
which  prevents  street  trading  being 
carried  on  by  any  child  under  the  age  o! 
eleven  years. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  proposal  of 
the  right  rev.  Prelate.  Wnat  is 
the  real  difference  that  he  suggests! 
The  Bill  gives  powerto  the  local  authorities 
to  prohibit  absolutely  all  street  trading 
within  their  locality.  As  to  the  cases  of 
Liverpool  and  the  other  large  towns  which 
had  been  mentioned,  the  local  authority 
will  have  power  to  prohibit  any  street 
trading  in  the  municipality  if  they 
think  fit  to  do  so.  The  clause  also 
gives  them  power  to  regulate  the  condi- 
tions under  which  a  licence  for  street 
trading  should  be  granted  or  suspended, 
so  that  the  local  authority  will  be  able 
to  prohibit  those  kinds  of  street  trading 
which  they  think  undesirable,  and  to 
allow,  subject  to  conditions,  those  kinds 
of  street  trading  to  which  they  consider 
there  is  no  objection.  In  fact,  they 
have  full  power  in  the  matter.  The  pro- 
posal of  the  right  rev.  Prelate  is  to 
prohibit  all  children  under  sixtjeen  years 
of  age  from  any  kind  of  street  tradings 
except  the  sale  of  farm  produce  by  gins 
between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  sixteen 
years. 


♦Earl  SPENCER  said  he  understood 
the  right  rev,  Prelate  to  accept  the 
Primate's  Amendment. 
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Lord  BELPER  said  he  had  not  a  copy 
of  the  Amendment,  as  it  was  not  printed, 
but  he  would  come  to  the  most  rev. 
Primate's  Amendment  in  a  moment.  The 
proposal  showed  the  great  difficulty  of 
making  any  exceptions,  because  if  one 
exception  was  made  others  had  to  follow. 
What  really  was  the  case  with  regard  to 
this  street  trading ) 

♦Earl  SPENCER  pointed  out  that  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  had  given  up  his 
Amendment,  and  accepted  that  of  the 
most  rev.  Primate. 

The  lord  BISHOP  of  ROCHESTER 
explained  that  just  as  the  noble  L^rd 
rose  he  stated  that  he  would  accept  the 
Amendment  of  the  most  rev.  Primate  in 
place  of  his  own. 

Lord  BELPER  said  in  that  case  he 
need  not  make  any  further  remarks  on 
that  point.  The  reason  the  Government 
could  not  accept  a  proposal  involving 
absolute  prohibition  of  all  street  trading 
was  this :  there  were  girls  occupied  in 
street  trading,  as  Lord  Meath  had 
pointed  out,  many  of  whom  came  from 
the  poorest  and  worst  educated  class, 
and  were  entirely  unsuited  for  other 
occupations ;  they  would  be  unable  to  get 
places  as  domestic  servants  or  in  factories 
or  workshops,  and  if  they  were  deprived 
of  this  means  of  getting  a  livelihood  there 
was  great  danger  that  their  families 
would  starve  or  suffer,  or  that  they  would 
be  driven  into  making  a  living  in  the 
streets  in  a  less  desirable  way.  It  had 
to  be  borne  in  mind  that  any  general 
prohibition  would  apply  also  to  girls 
helping  their  mothers  to  sell  flowers  or 
farm  produce — cases  in  which  the  eirls 
were  under  the  control  of  their  mothers 
and  exposed  to  no  danger  whatever. 
Such  a  provision  would  in  many  cases 
inflict  a  great  injustice,  and  therefore  it 
seemed  to  the  Government — and  he  had 
heard  no  arguments  to  cause  them  to 
change  their  view — to  be  safer  not  to 
enact  any  general  statutory  prohibition, 
but  to  leave  it  to  each  local  authority  to 
act  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
their  own  particular  case. 

As  to  Sub-section  2,  the  history  of  that 
part  of  the  Bill  in  the  other  House  was 
that,  in  Standing  Committee,  in  spite  of 
the  protest  of  the  Government,  an  absolute 
prohibition  was  put  in,  but  when  it  came 
down  to  the  House  after  a  very  full  dis- 


cussion,   although    not    without     some 
difference  of  opinion,  the  prohibition  was 
struck    out,    and   the  Government  con 
sen  ted,  as  a  concession,  to  put  in  Sub-section 
2.      That  sub-section  had  been  alluded  to 
as  being  a  feeble  provision  and  merely  a 
pious  opinion,  but  he  thought  it  really 
went  further  than  that.    The  object  of 
the    sub-section  was  to  strengthen   the 
hands  of  the  local  authority  if  they  de- 
sired  to  prohibit    any    form   of    street 
trading  which  they  thought  undesirable. 
The  most  rev.  Primate's  Amendment,  as 
he  understood  it,  would  prohibit  street 
trading  in  every  case,  unless  the  local 
authonty   made  a  by-law  permitting  it. 
He  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  sub- 
mitting   the    Amendment    for    proper 
consideration,  but  the  ar^ment  which  he 
fancied  would  hold  good  against  it  was 
that,  instead  of  leaving  the  local  authority 
to  do  absolutely  as  they  thought  best 
under  the  circumstances,  it  would  prac- 
tically be  saying  that  Parliament  thought 
there  should  be  a  general  prohibition  of 
all  street  trading.  That  would  throw  upon 
the  local  authority  the  responsibility  of 
making  exceptions,  which  in  many  cases 
they  would  be  unwilling  to  make  if  they 
thought   Parliament    had   laid  down   a 
direct  statutory  indication  in  the  opposite 
direction.     That  was  his  impression  with 
regard  to  the  Amendment,  but  he  could 
not  give  a  decisive  answer,  as  the  matter 
had  not  been  considered  by  the  authori- 
ties at  the  Home  Office.    If  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  would  put  the  Amendment  on  the 
Paper  for  the  Keport  stage  he  would  take 
care  that  it  was  duly  considered  by  the 
proper    authorities,   but  at  the  present 
stage  he  could  not  accept  it. 

The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY asked  whether  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  passage  of  this  clause  now 
would  not  preclude  the  consideration  of 
the  Amendment  on  its  merits  at  the 
Report  stage. 

LORD  BELPER  said  the  Amendment 
could  be  moved  at  a  later  stage  in  any 
form.  Nothing  done  at  the  present  stage 
would  preclude  the  Amendment  being 
brought  forward  subsequently. 

The  lord  BISHOP  of  ROCHESTER 
said  that  after  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  Lord  he  would  not  press  the  Amend- 
ment now. 
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Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  to. 

Clause  5. 

The  Duke  of  NORTHUMBERLAND, 
who  had  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper,  said 
he  understood  his  proposal  was  covered  by 
the  Amendment  standing  in  the  name  of 
Lord  Newton,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
propose  to  move  it. 

Clause  5  agreed  to. 

Clauses  6, 7,  8,  9, 10, 11,  and  12  agreed 
to. 

Clause  13. 

♦The  Duke  of  NORTHUMBER- 
LAND, on  behalf  of  Lord  Newton,  moved 
to  omit  the  words  from  "  profit  "  to  "shoe- 
blacking."  The  only  effect  of  the  Amend- 
ment would  be  to  exclude  from  the 
category  of  prohibited  street  trading  the 
carrying  of  luggage  and  messages.  It 
was  sometimes  forgotten  that  children, 
by  being  excluded  from  all  kinds  of 
street  trading,  were  not  necessarily 
relegated  to  a  better  or  more  suitable 
occupation.  He  was  not  at  all  sure  that 
carrying  messages  and  luggage,  provided 
the  latter  was  not  of  such  a  character  as 
to  do  the  children  any  injury — and  that 
was  safeguarded  against  by  another  clause 
in  the  Bill — was  not  a  more  healthy 
occupation  for  gutter  children  than  either 
playing  in  the  gutter  or  being  knocked 
about  at  home  by  a  drunken  father  or 
mother.     He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  6,  line  16,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  •  proiit '  to  the  word  *  shoe-blacking.'" — 
{The  Duke  oj Northumberland,) 

The  Earl  of  MEATH  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  agree  to  the 
Amendment.  If  there  was  one  employ- 
ment which  ought  to  be  regulated,  it  was 
that  which  the  noble  Duke  proposed  to 
omit.  He  failed  to  see  why  the  carrying 
of  messages  and  luggage  should  not 
be  as  much  regulat^  as  other  work. 
The  noble  Duke  had  spoken  as  though 
the    Bill    was  a  measure    for    entirely 
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preventing  the  employment  of  children  in 
the  streets.  That  was  not  the  case.  The 
Bill  was  not  for  the  prevention,  but  for 
the  regulation,  of  street  trading — except 
so  far  as  age  was  concerned ;  it  was  simply 
for  the  regulation,  after  a  certain  age,  and 
unless  better  reasons  were  given  for  the 
exemption  of  this  employment,  he  hoped 
the  Amendment  would  be  negatived. 

Lord  BELPER  said  the  carrying  of 
luggage  and  messages  was  an  employment 
which,  after  some  consideration,  had  been 
put  into  the  definition  clause  as  street 
trading.  The  fear  had  been  expressed 
that  if  anybody  desired  his  luggage  carried 
to  or  from  a  station  by  a  sno^  boy,  such 
service  would  be  prevented,  and  on  the 
whole,  seeing  that  the  local  authorities 
had  full  power  to  make  regulations  con- 
cerning all  these  matters,  the  Government 
were  prepared  to  accept  the  Amendment. 
The  only  effect  of  it  would  be  that  this 
employment  was  excluded  from  the  defini- 
tion of  street  trading,  but  the  local 
authority  would  be  able  to  regulate  it  if 
they  thought  it  desirable  to  do  so. 

The  LORD  BISHOP  of  ROCHESTER: 
That  means  that  this  class  of  work  will 
be  excepted  from  the  operation  of 
Clause  3. 

Lord  BELPER :  It  means  that  it  does 
not  come  under  the  definition  of  street 
trading. 

The  LORD  BISHOP  of  ROCHESTER 
said  he  could  not  help  feeling  that  the 
Amendment  weakened  the  Bill 

In  Question,  Amendment  ^igreed  to. 

Clause  13,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  14, 15, 16, 17  and  18  agreed  to- 

Standing  Committee  negatived:  The 
Report  of  the  Amendment  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

IRELAND  DEVELOPMENT  GRANT 
BILL. 

Read  3*  (accordingto  order),  and  passed 

COUNTY  COURTS  JURISDICTION 
EXTENSION  BILL. 
[Third  Reading]. 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing read. 
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Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD  had 
given  notice  of  the  following  Amendment  — 

**  After  Clause  5  to  insert  as  a  new  clause  : 
*  Subject  to  rules  of  Court  service  of  an  ordinary 
summons  shall  be  effected  by  delivering  the 
same  to  the  defendant  personally ;  provided 
that  in  any  case  where  it  ai)pears  that  for 
sufficient  cause  peisonal  service  cannot  be 
effected,  leave  may  be  given  to  serve  the  sum- 
mons in  such  other  way  and  by  such  persons 
as  may  be  prescribed.' ' 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  stat^ 
that  he  had  been  in  communication  with 
Lord  James  as  to  his  Amendments  on  the 
subject  of  personal  service.  The  (xovern- 
ment  had  determined  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  and  advise  as  to  any 
amendment  of  the  law  and  procedure 
relating  to  peraonal  service  of  County 
Court  process,  so  as,  on  the  one  hand,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  charges  of  injustice  and 
oppression  which  were  alleged  to  arise, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  prevent  un- 
reasonable expense.  An  amending  Act 
would  be  necessary  next  session  in  order 
to  make  provision,  without  which  the 
present  Bill  would  be  unworkable,  and 
the  subject  of  Lord  James's  Amendment 
would  be  brought  before  Parliament  for 
discussion  in  that  way. 

Bill  read  3*  (according  to  order),  with 
the  Amendments  :  Further  Amendment 
(Privilege)  made :  Bill  passed  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  BILL  [h.l.] 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Acts,  1894  to   1900,  was  presented   by 
the  Lord  Wolverton  ;  read  P ;  and  to  be 
printed.     (No.  210.) 

House  adjourned  at  half  -  past 
Eleven  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
Two  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 

Monday f  lOth  August,  1903. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


ways  Bill ;  Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junctioa 
Railway  Bill.  Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

Hastings  Harbour  District  Railwar 
Bill  [Lords]  (King's  Consent  signified). 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  Amendments. 

Mid- Yorkshire  Tramways  Bill  [LordsV 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  witni 
Amendments. 

North  Western  Electricity  and  Power- 
Gas  BiU  [Lords]  (by  Order).  Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. J 

Auchterarder  Town  Council  Order 
Confirmation. — Bill  to  confirm  a  Pro-^ 
visional  Order  under  the  Private- 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  relating  to  the  Burgh  of  Auchter-^ 
arder,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  The 
Lord  Advocate  and  Mr.  Solicitor-GeneraL 
for  Scotland: 

Auchterarder  Town  Council  Order 
Confirmation  Bill.  "  To  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  the  Private  Legis- 
lation Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
relating  to  the  Burgh  of  Auchterarder/* 
presented  accordingly ;  and  ordered  ta 
be  considered  to-morrow. 


PETITIONS, 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS 

Dover  Corporation  Bill;  Hainault 
Forest  Bill;  Kingston-upon-Hull  Cor- 
poration Bill;  Coventry  Electric  Tram- 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
(No.  2)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Kensington,  in  favour ;. 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MOTOR-CARS  BILL  [LORDS.] 
Petition  from  Chiswick,  for  alteration  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PREVENTION  OF  CORRUPTION  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour ;  from  Kettering, 
and  Enfield  Highway ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


655 


Returns^ 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Statistics  of  Pro- 
ceedings under  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Acts,  1897  and  1900,  and  the 
Employers'  Liability  Act,  1880,  during 
i;he  year  1902  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

•COAL  SUPPLIES  (ROYAL  COMMISSION). 
Copy  presented,  of  First  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  do  inquire  into 
the  subject  of  the  Coal  Resources  of  the 
United  Kincdonu  Vol.  L,  Report. 
YoL  II.,  Minutes  of  Evidence  and 
Appendix.  Vol.  IIL,  Supriement  [by 
•Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ADVERTISEMENTS  (FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  9th  March  ;  Mr.  Bryce] ;  to  lie 
iupon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  fNa 
323.] 

^SECONDARY  EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  for  the  year 
1903  by  Sir  Henry  Craik,  K.C.B.  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1897. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  of  the  Local 
•Government  Board  for  Scotland  con- 
Btituting  the  Local  Authority  of  the 
Burgh  of  Glasgow,  the  Port  Local 
Authority  of  the  Port  of  Glasgow  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT  (UNITED 
KINGDOM). 

Copy  presented,  of  Statistical  Abstract 
ioT  the  United  Kingdom  in  each  of  the 
last  fifteen  years  from  1888  to  1902, 
Fiftieth  Number  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
tupon  the  Table. 

COLONIAL  STATISTICS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Statistical  Tables 
relating  to  the  Colonial  and  other  Pos- 
ses.<»ions  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Part 
XX  VL  for  the  year  1901  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT  (COLONIES). 
Copy  presented,  of  Statistical  Abstract 
ior  the  Colonial  and  other  Possessions 
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of  the  United  Kingdom  in  each  of  the 
last  fifteen  years  from  1888  to  1902, 
Fortieth  Number  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TRAMWAYS    AND    LIGHT   RAILWAYS 
(STREET  AND  ROAD). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  6th  July;  Mr.  GeraM  Balfour]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  324.] 

HARBOUR  AUTHORITIES. 
Return    presented,    relative    thereto 
[ordered  13th  August,  1901 ;  Mr.  GmM 
Balfour];  to  lie  upon   the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed    [No.  325.] 


COLONLAL  CONFERENCE,  1902. 
Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence 
relatmg  to  the  proposed  publication  of 
the  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Colonial  Conference  in  London  in  1902 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (PRO- 
CEEDINGS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Proceed- 
ings during  the  months  of  March  and 
April,  1902  [by  Command]  :  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS  (CONDI- 
TIONAL  LICENCE). 

Copy  presented,  of  licence  granted  to 
Michael  Connell,  a  convict,  permittinff 
him  to  be  at  large,  to  vhich  are  annexed 
conditions  other  than  those  contained  in 
Schedule  A  of  the  Penal  Servitude  Act, 
1864  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE     REPORTS    (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series, 
No.  595  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nob. 
3056  and  3057  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  BILL 
Copy  ordered,  "of  Memorandum  ex- 
planatory of  the  provisions  of  the  Penal 
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Servitude    Bill.** — {Mr,    Secretary   Akers 
Douglas,) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
326.] 

ASSESSMENTS  (COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND 
BUKGHS)  (SCOTLAND). 

Return  ordered,  "showing  the  total 
amounts  of  assessments  collected  by 
County  Councils  and  by  councils  of 
cities  and  burghs  in  Scotland  for  the 
year  ended  the  15th  day  of  May,  1902, 
with  the  total  cost  of  collection,  and  the 
cost  of  collection  per  cent.,  of  assessments 
in  each  county,  city,  and  burgh.'* — (Sir 
/.  SH^ling-MaxwelL) 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSJVERS  CIR- 
CULATED WITH  THE  VOTES, 


Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  and 
Volunteer  Oorps. 

Mr.  MELLOR  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Sowerby) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners 
decline  to  give  any  particulars  of  the 
fees  charged  by  them  to  Volunteer  corps 
in  respect  of  loans  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  drill  halls  or  other  premises 
for  the  use  of  the  corps ;  and  that  in  a 
recent  case  of  the  headquarters  at 
Reading  of  the  Ist  Volunteer  Battalion 
Berkshire  Regiment  their  fees  amounted 
to  £14  3s.  6d.  on  a  loan  of  £2,017 ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  make  representa- 
tions to  the  Commissioners  in  the  interest 
of  the  Volunteer  forces. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  A,  J,  Balfour.)  I 
have  made  inquiries  into  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  complaint  concerning  the 
fees  charged  by  the  Public  Works  Loan 
Commissioners  in  respect  of  the  loans 
referred  to  in  the  Question.  Under  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Works  Loans 
Act  of  1875,  and  the  regulations  made 
thereunder,  fees  are  chargeable  in  respect 
of  all  loans  made  by  the  Board.  I 
gather  that  the  fees,  payable  in  respect 
of  transactions  of  the  kind  mentioned  by 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman,  are  fixed  by 
the  Commissioners  according  to  the 
amount  of  the  loan  and  the  legal  work 
and  correspondence  involved;  such  fees 
never  exceeding,  and   frequently   being 
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coniiderably  below,  the  fees  on  rate- 
secured  loans.  I  am  informed  that 
neither  the  Act  nor  the  regulations 
require  the  Commissioners  to  give  par- 
ticulars as  to  how  their  fees  are  arrived 
at,  and  that  in  practice  they  always 
decline  to  furnish  the  information. 

Preferential  Tariffs— Import  of  Wool  into 
Canada. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  (Yorkshire.  W.R.. 
Otley) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if  he  can  say  -whether 
merino  wool  is  admitted  free  into  Canada, 
irrespective  of  its  source  of  origin ;  and 
if  wool  that  competes  with  Canadian 
wool,  coming  from  Australasia,  is  entitled 
to  the  preferential  tariff  granted  to  similar 
wools  coming  from  Great  Britain. 

{Answered  hy Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain,) 
As  regards  the  first  part  of  the  Question, 
if,  as  I  presume  is  the  case,  merino  wool 
is  not  produced  in  Canada,  it  is  admitted 
free,  if  not  futher  manufactured  than 
being  washed.  Australasia  is  not 
entitled  to  the  preferential  tariff. 

First  Imposition  and  Yield  of  Dnty  on 
Oocoa  Batter. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  if  he  will  say  when  the  duty 
on  cocoa  butter  was  first  imposed,  and 
what  has  been  its  total  yield  to  31st  July, 
1903. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Ritchie,)  The  duty 
on  imported  cocoa  butter  was  first  im- 
posed on  the  7th  August,  1896,  and 
yielded,  from  that  date  to  the  31st 
ultimo,  £20,877. 

Experiments  on  Living  Animals  for  Pur- 
poses of  Justice. 

Mr.  moss  (Denbighshire,  E.):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  a  Judge  of  the 
High  Court  has  in  any,  and,  if  so,  in 
what  case  or  cases,  exercised  the  power 
conferred  on  him  by  Section  12  of  the 
Cruelty  to  Animals  Act,  1876,  by  ordering 
experiments  to  be  made  on  living  animals 
for  the  purposes  of  justice  in  a  criminal 
case. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas.)  The  only  case  of  this  nature  of 
which  I  have  any  record  is  one  in  which  a 
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Scotch  Judge  made  an  order  in  1883  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  the  nature  of  a 
poison  alleged  to  have  been  dispensed  by 
mistake. 

Publication  of  Bedistribution  Maps. 

Mr.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  when  it  may  be  expected 
that  the  redistribution  maps  which 
were  ordered  in  an  early  part  of  the 
session,  and  are  understood  to  be  in  pre- 
paration by  the  Ordnance  Survey  Depart- 
ment, will  be  distributed  to  the  Members 
of  this  House,  in  order  to  provide 
material  for  Members,  as  invited  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  to  prepare  and  suggest  a 
definite  plan  of  redistribution;  and 
whether  he  will  state  the  cause  of  the 
delay,  and  if  the  delay  extends  beyond 
the  next  registration  period,  whether  he 
will  have  the  figures  of  the  electorates 
which  are  to  be  shown  on  the  maps 
brought  down  to  date. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Akers 
Dmiglas,)  I  am  informed  by  the  printers 
that  the  maps  will  be  ready  for  distri- 
bution in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  In 
view  of  the  nature  of  the  work  involved 
in  preparing  them,  I  do  not  think  there 
can  be  said  to  have  been  any  delay  in  the 
matter. 

Land  in  rear  of  Natural  History 
Mosemn. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent)  : 
To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Derby- 
shire, as  representing  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works,  u  he  can  state  what 
is  being  done  with  the  land  at  the  back 
of  the  Natural  History  Museum,  South 
Kensington,  lying  between  Exhibition 
Road  and  Queen's  Gate ;  how  long  the 
sheds  and  huts  now  on  it  are  to  remain ; 
and  if  the  ground  can  be  preserved  as  an 
open  space. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Victor  Cavendish,)  The 
land  above  named  is  being  temporarily 
used,  principally  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  several  branches  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  will  be  required  for  that 
purpose  for  some  time  to  come,  probably 
not  less  than  five  years.  The  sheds  and 
huts  will  therefore  have  to  remain  on  the 
land  for  that  time.  In  all  probability  the 
ground  will  not  be  available  for  preserva- 
tion as  an  open  space,  as  constant  demands 
are  made  for  additional  accommodation 
for  art  and  science  requirements. 


Mail  Oontracts— Obligations  daring  War. 
Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great 
Yarmouth)  :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  if  he  can  state  whether  existing 
postal  contracts  bind  steamship  companies 
concerned  to  continue  the  mail  service 
under  all  circumstances,  war  included, 
during  the  term  contracted  for ;  and,  if 
not,  whether  a  state  of  war  would  ter- 
minate the  obligation  of  the  companies 
to  perform  the  mail  service  contracted 
for. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
It  would  be  obviously  impossible  lo  make 
contracts  which  would,  in  terms,  bind 
packet  companies  to  continue  their  ser- 
vices **imder  all  circumstances,  war 
included."  On  the  other  hand,  no  stipu- 
lations are  introduced  with  the  view  of 
releasing  contractors  on  the  outbreak  of 
war.  A  state  of  war  might  or  might 
not  affect  the  performance  of  any  indi- 
vidual contract,  out  would  not  necessarily 
terminate  it 

Telegraph  Messengers  at  Edinbui|^  and 
Dundee— Payment  for  Sunday  Work. 

Mr,  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Posmaster-General  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  adult  night  telegraph 
messengers  employed  at  Edinburgh  and 
Dundee  are  not  paid  for  Sunday  duty ; 
and  whether  he  can  arrange  to  have  the 
alleged  grievance  redressed. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  weekly  wages  of  the  adult  night 
telegraph  messengers  at  Edinburgh  and 
Dundee  include  payment  for  Sunday 
duty. 

Miscarriage  of  Letter  Oontaining  Postal 
Order. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  he  will  state  what 
efforts  have  been  made  for  the  recovery 
of  a  letter  containing  a  postal  order  for 
twenty  shillings,  posted  at  West  Calder 
on  13th  June  last  and  addressed  to  Mr. 
James  Wylie,  27,  City  Street,  Belfast. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain,) 
The  missing  letter  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  appears  to  have  been  posted 
on  the  13th  January  last,  not  on  the 
13th  June  as  stated  in  the  Question. 
Inquiry  has  been  made  at  each  of  the 
post  offices  through  which  the  letter 
would  pass,  and  also  at  the  returned 
letter    offices   at   Edinburgh,    Glasgow, 
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Dublin,  and  Belfast,  but  no  trace  of  the 
letter  can  be  found.  I  understand  that 
the  sender  of  the  letter  is  the  sub-post- 
master of  West  Calder,  and  that  he  did 
not  keep  any  record  of  the  number  of  the 
postal  order,  and  cannot  say  whether  he 
£lled  in  the  name  of  the  payee,  but  that 
in  any  case  he  did  not  fill  in  the  name 
of  the  paying  office.  The  postal  orders 
for  twenty  shillings  issued  at  West 
Calder  on  the  13th  Januarjr  have  all 
l>een  paid,  but  on  examination  none  of 
them  can  at  present  be  identified  as  that 
stated  to  have  been  enclosed  in  the 
missing  letter.  I  propose,  however,  to 
make  rarther  inquiry  into  the  matter. 

Tnmk  Telephonic  Oommimication  in  the 
South  of  Ireland. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork  Co.,  R) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  resolution  has  been  re- 
cently adopted  by  the  Cork  Industrial 
Development  Association  directing  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  want  of  trunk 
telephonic  communication  in  the  south  of 
Ireland  is  seriously  hindering  Irish  trade  ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  take  steps  to 
place  Ireland  upon  an  equality  with  Eng- 
land in  the  matter  of  telephonic  com 
munication. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain,) 
1  have  received  from  the  hon.  Member  and 
irom  the  Cork  Industrial  Development 
Association  copies  of  the  resolution  re- 
ferred to  in  his  Question,  and  I  shall  be 
^lad  to  consider  any  requests  for  the 
extension  of  the  trunk  telephone  system 
in  Ireland  on  the  same  conditions  as  are 
applicable  to  such  extensions  in  other  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Demands  of  Indian  Gk)venmient  on  Dalai- 
.Lama  of  Lhassa— Action  of  Foreign  Office. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  what  part,  if  any,  has  the 
Foreign  Office,  through  its  representative 
at  P^ing,  taken  in  urging  the  Chinese 
Oovemment  to  put  pressure  on  the 
Tibetan  authorities  in  support  of  the 
demands  which  the  Indian  Government 
is  making  on  the  Dalai-Lama  of  Lhassa. 

(Answered  by  Lord  Crcmbome,)  The 
attention  of  the  hon.  Member  has,  no 
doubt,  been  called  to  the  answer  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  on  the  6th 
instant,  t    The  Chinese  Gk)vemment  were 

t  See  page  131. 


informed  in  May  by  his  Majesty's  Charge 
(T Affaires  at  Peking  that  the  Viceroy  of 
India  would  appoint  Commissioners  to 
meet  the  Chinese  and  Tibetan  representa- 
tives at  Khambajong  for  the  settlement 
of  pending  questions.  No  other  communi- 
cations have  passed  at  Peking  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  negotiations. 

Betirement  of  Mr.  Oonsol  Longford. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  KEDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has  in- 
quired into  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Consul 
Longford,  and  whether  that  gentleman 
can  be  reinstated  in  the  Consular  Service 
at  some  suitable  post. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Cranborne.)  The 
Japan  Service  is  entirely  distinct  from 
the  General  Consular  Service,  and  Mr. 
Longford  had  no  reason  to  expect  a  post 
outside  Japan.  When,  however,  he  was 
unwilling  to  return  to  Japan  he  was 
offered  Manilla,  but  declined  to  go  there. 
It  remained  open  to  him  to  return  to 
Nagasaki  or  to  retire,  and  he  chose  the 
latter  alternative. 

BelationB  between  Tibet,  China  and 
India. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he  will 
state  what  is  the  present  position  of  affairs 
as  regards  the  progress  oi  the  Commission 
arranged  for  by  the  Indian  Government 
to  proceed  into  Tibet  to  enter  into  certain 
negotiations  with  Chinese  and  Tibetan 
authorities;  what  are  the  terms  that 
these  Indian  Commissioners  are  to  demand 
from  the  Tibetan  Government,  and  can 
the  copy  of  the  instructions  under  which 
our  Commissioners  are  acting  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  before  Parliament  rises ; 
what  is  the  extent  of  the  military  escort 
now  stationed  at  Tangu ;  is  that  force  in- 
tended to  proceed  into  Tibetan  territory 
in  support  of  those  Commissioners ;  and 
under  what  circumstances  would  such 
invasion  of  foreign  territory  be  entered 
upon. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  Oeorge 
Hamilton,)  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the 
lon^  statement  which  I  made  on  the 
subject  on  the  6th  instant,  in  reply  to  a 
Question  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Denbighshire.! 


Z2 
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Capital  for  Indian  Railways  subBcribed 
in  this  Ooontry. 

Mr.  KIMBER  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  what  is  the  amount  of 
British  capital  subscribed  in  this  country 
at  3  per  cent,  and  other  low  rates,  and 
employed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  as 
capital  in  India  for  railways  which  yield 
rates  of  interest  or  dividends  exceeding 
the  borrowing  rate,  and  amounting  in 
some  cases  to  upwards  of  6  per  cent. ; 
what  is  the  total  amount  of  the  dividends 
and  interest  earned  over  and  above  the 
3  per  cent,  or  other  rate  which  the 
money  costs  in  this  country,  and  is  it 
credited  to  the  Indian  or  to  the  British 
,  exchequer ;  and  will  he  say  if  it  is  more 
or  less  than  any  increase  of  cost  of 
British  soldiers  in  India,  apart  from  the 
security  and  peace  given  to  India  by  the 
presence  of  a  British  Army. 

(Ansuoered  by  Se/^-etary  Lord  Gmge 
Hamilton.)  The  capital  raised  in  this 
country  for  Indian  railways  has  been 
subscribed  at  various  rates,  through 
various  agencies,  and  under  a  great 
variety  of  conditions.  In  many  cases  the 
capital  for  a  line  has  been  provided 
partly  in  this  country  and  partly  in  India 
in  rupees.  I  am  therefore  unable  to 
answer  my  hon.  friend's  Question  in  its 
present  form ;  but  information  as  to  the 
net  revenue  derived  by  the  Indian 
Government  from  railways  will  be 
found  on  page  22  of  the  Explana- 
tory Memorandum  recently  presented 
to  Parliament.  It  will  be  seen  that 
it  amounted  to  £846,616  in  1901-2, 
and  to  £160,600  in  1902-3  (revised 
estimate),  and  that  in  the  Budget  for 
1903-4  it  is  estimated  at  £40,900. 

Education  Rates  in  Wales— Fixing  of 
"Appointed  Day." 

Mr.  GEOEGE  KENYON  (Denbigh)  : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  he  is  aware  that  most 
of  the  County  Councils  in  Wales  have 
provisionally  adopted  30th  September  as 
the  day  to  bring  the  Education  Act  into 
operation,  and  have  levied  an  increased 
rate  in  view  of  the  expenses  which  will 
devolve  upon  the  Councils  from  that 
date,  and  that  it  is  now  in  contempla- 
tion to  defer  the  date ;  and  if  so,  will  he 
make  inquiries  as  to  the  necessity  of  any 
longer  delay  in  the  matter. 


{Aiiswered  by  Sir  William  Anson.} 
The  30th  September  was  fixed  by  the 
Board  of  Education  as  the  appointed  day 
for  most  County  Councils  who  did  not 
desire  to  bring  the  Education  Act  into 
operation  before  that  date,  provisionally 
on  no  difficulty  arising  which  should 
necessitate  a  postponement.  County 
Councils  desirous  of  postponing  an 
appointed  day  once  fixed  will  neces- 
sarily state  their  reasons  for  requesting 
a  postponement. 

German  Official  Export  Beturns— Basis  of 
Oalculation. 

Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  the  values  of  German 
exports  in  German  official  tables  are 
based  upon  the  conventional  prices  of  the 
articles  exported,  determined  by  a 
board  of  expert  valuers  in  the  pay  of 
the  German  Government;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  values  so  determined  are 
based  upon  the  prices  actually  paid  to 
the  exporter  by  the  foreign  purchaser 
or  upon  the  prices  charged  for  similar 
articles  in  the  home  market  to  the 
German  consumers. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  Yes, 
Sir.  The  values  of  the  German  exports 
are  determined  annually  by  an  official 
valuation  commission,  and  they  are 
stated  to  represent  the  values  paid  by 
the  foreim  buyers  to  the  German  sellers 
at  the  place  of  production  of  the  goods 
plus  freight  or  other  charges  up  to  the 
German  frontier. 

Social  Condition  of  the  Island  of  Lewis. 
Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Government  have  with- 
drawn the  Congested  Districts  (Scotland) 
(No.  2)  Bill,  will  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  state  how  and  when  he  pro- 
poses to  deal  with  the  recommendations 
contained  in  the  Report  on  the  social 
condition  of  the  Island  of  Lewis. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.) 
The  Secretary  for  Scotland  greatly  regrets 
the  necessity  for  withdrawing  the  Bill, 
and  it  will  undoubtedly  hamper  him 
seriously  in  his  efforts  to  improve  the 
condition  of  matters  in  the  Island  of 
Lewis.    Until  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
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receives  the  Report  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  reply  to  the  Question  of 
the  hon.  Member  on  29th  Julyt  he  cannot 
form  an  opinion  as  to  what  he  will  be 
able  to  do,  and  what  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  him  to  manage. 

Causeway  over  the  Ayre,  Longhope. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
■and  Shetland) :  To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
if  he  will  state  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
causeway  over  the  Ayre,  Longhope,  sub- 
mitted on  behalf  of  the  district  com- 
mittee to  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
at  the  time  the  construction  of  the 
Longhope  Pier  was  sanctioned ;  if  any 
plans  were  submitted  to  the  Board,  and 
if  the  work  is  being  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  same  ;  and  if  any  pro- 
vision is  made  for  a  boat  slip  for  the 
<;onvenience  of  fishermen  requiring  to 
cross  the  causeway. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  A,  Graham  Murray,)  (1) 
The  estimated  cost  of  this  causeway  was 
stated  in  1899  to  be  £800.  (2)  It  was 
part  of  the  bargain  when  the  grant  for 
Longhope  Pier  was  sanctioned,  that  the 
causeway  was  to  be  made  by  local  effort, 
and  no  grant  for  the  causeway  has  been 
made.  (3)  Plans  were  submitted  by  the 
county  surveyor.  (4)  No  suggestion  that 
a  boat  slip  is  required  seems  to  have  been 
made  so  far  as  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
is  informed. 

Begnlatdons  as  to  Importation  of  Dogs. 

Mb.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Hunts,  as  representing  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  he 
has  considered  the  representations  of  Mr. 
Sewell,  the  veterinary  surgeon  employed 
by  the  Board  for  the  isolation  of  im- 
ported dogs,  that  dogs  might  without 
risk  be  detained  at  their  owners'  homes, 
a  subject  to  regular  examination  by  a 
qualified  veterinary  surgeon  during  a 
period  of  three  months ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  present  regulations  have 
imposed  and  are  imposing  inconvenience 
and  pecuniary  loss  on  many  invalid 
persons  who  have  been  accustomed  to 
take  pet  dogs  abroad  ;  and  whether  the 
Board  will  withdraw  both  the  present 
and  the  former  regulations  and  make  a 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxvi.,  687. 


new  order  on  the  lines  suggested  by  Mr. 
Sewell,  with  a  view  of  lessening  the 
motives  for  smuggling  dogs,  and  of 
greatly  increasing  the  penalties  for  any 
infraction  of  such  order,  and  thus  ot 
minimising  the  risk  of  introducing 
rabies. 


{Answered  by  Mr,  Ailwyn  Fellowes,)  We 
have  only  been  made  aware,  very 
generally,  of  the  nature  of  Mr.  Sewell 's 
suggestions  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers.  If  he  will  submit  them  to  us  in 
writing  and  in  more  detailed  form,  my 
noble  friend  will  be  glad  to  give  them 
careful  consideration. 


Grievances  of  Bosral  Irish  Oonstabulary. 
Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  it  is  intended 
to  introduce  legislation  dealing  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Commission  which 
sat  to  inquire  into  the  grievances  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  as  to  pay  and 
pension. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  JVyndliam,)  Effect 
has  been  given  to  such  of  the  recommend- 
ations of  the  Committee  as  do  not  involve 
legislation.  I  cannot  fix  a  date  for  the 
introduction  of  the  latter. 


Payment  of  Teaching  Fees  at  Oorryglass 
West  Evening  SchooL 

Mr,  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  will  explain  why  the  fees 
accruing  for  the  teaching  of  the  Corry- 
glass  West  Evening  School,  District  13, 
Roll  No.  3,793,  have  not  yet  been  paid. 


(Anstvered  by  Mr,  Wyndham,)  The 
Commissioners  of  National  Education 
state  that  the  inspector's  report  on  this 
school  is  of  a  most  unsatisfactory  char- 
acter, and  that  he  declines  to  recommend 
any  grant  of  fees.  He  describes  the 
reading,  composition,  and  arithmetic 
as  "  bad,"  and  writing  and  spelling  as 
only  "  middling."  These  are  the  only 
subjects  taught.  As  the  work  done  in  the 
school  is  worthless,  no  fees  will  be  paid, 
and  the  school  will  be  removed  from  the 
list  of  evening  schools. 
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Beftuutls  of  Irish  Local  Gk) vemment  Board 
to  sanction  Increase  of  Salary  to 
Dispensary  Doctors. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,N.):  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  why  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  refused  in  several 
instances  recently,  to  sanction  an  increase 
of  salary  granted  to  dispensary  doctors 
by  boards  of  guardians. 


(Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndhxxm.)  Every 
application  for  an  increase  of  salary 
receives  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  in  any 
case  in  which  the  Board  refuses  to 
sanction  an  increase  the  reasons  are  fully 
communicated  to  the  board  of  guardians 
concerned.  If  the  hon.  Member  will  give 
a  reference  to  the  particular  case  in  which 
he  is  interested,  the  reasons  upon  which 
the  Board's  decision  was  based  will  be 
ascertained. 


Boyal  Visit  to  Ireland— HoUday  for  Bank 
Officials  in  Oonntry  Distncts. 

Dr.  THOMPSON :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  can  explain  why  a  bank 
holiday  was  denied  to  the  bank  officials 
in  Irish  country  districts  during  the 
recent  visit  of  His  Majesty  to  Ireland, 
while  it  was  granted  in  the  cities  the 
King  visited. 

(Anstvered  by  Mr,  JVyndham.)  The 
days  on  which  the  King  visited  the 
cities  referred  to  were  observed  as  a  bank 
holiday  for  the  convenience  of  banking 
business  in  these  cities.  The  same  con- 
sideration did  not  apply  to  the  business 
of  banks  elsewhere. 


Oontracts  for  Supply  of  Army  in  Egypt. 
Mr.  FLOWER  (Bradford,  W.):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  contracts  have  been  entered 
into  for  the  supply  of  the  army  of 
occupation  in  Egypt  for  a  longer  period 
than  the  six  months  prescribed  in  the 
regulations  of  the  23rd  June  of  this 
year;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  the 
circumstances  under  which  such 
contracts  have  been  concluded,  and  if 
tenders  were  invited  from  all  those 
firms  who  are  usually  in  competition 
for  Government  orders  at  Cairo. 


{Answeied  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick,) 
The  points  raised  in  the  Question 
cannot  be  answered  without  reference 
to  the  general  officer  commanding  the 
troops  in  Egypt.  A  letter  has  accord- 
ingly been  despatched,  asking  for  the 
necessary  information. 

Future  Operations  in  SomalilancL 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
communications  received  from  General 
Egerton  have  yet  enabled  the  War 
Office  to  arrive  at  a  decision  as  to  the 
future  operations  to  be  undertaken  in 
Somaliland ;  and  whether  he  can  under* 
take  to  communicate  the  decision  of  the 
Grovernment  to  the  House  before  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Appropriation 
BUI. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick,} 
The  communications  received  from 
General  Egerton  have  not  yet  enaUed 
the  Government  to  arrive  at  a  decision 
concerning  future  operations  in  Somali- 
land;  further  communications  are 
awaited.  I  am  not  therefore  in  a 
position  to  reply  to  the  second  part  of 
the  Question. 

Length  of  Training  of  Militia. 
Dr.  THOMPSON :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  War,  if,  considering  the 
fact  that  five  days  are  at  present  ex- 
tracted from  the  twenty-seven  days 
training  of  the  Militia  by  the  included 
Sunda3rs  and  the  date  of  arrival  and 
dismissal  after  training  of  the  men,  h^ 
will  next  year  increase  the  length  of 
training  to  forty-two  days,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  late  Royal  Commission. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick,) 
It  would  be  premature  to  discuss  such  a 
Question  until  the  Royal  Commission 
now  sitting  has  reported. 

Beport  on  Barrack  work  of  Rosral 
Engineers. 

Mr.  McKENNA:  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire-  into  the 
barrack  work  of  the  Royal  Engineers 
has  presented  a  Report ;  if  so,  whether 
that  Report  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table ; 
and  whether  any  action  has  been  taken 
on  it. 
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{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodiick,) 
The  inquiry  was  a  departmental  inquiry 
and  it  has  not  been  decided  to  publish 
the  Report.  The  recommendations  have 
been  very  carefully  considered,  and 
action  is  being  taken  upon  it. 

Exports  to  the  Oolonies—Increases  due 
to  Wars. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  THOMSON  (York- 
shire, W.R.,  Skipton) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he 
will  state,  for  the  years  1900,  1901,  and 
1902,  what  are  the  amounts  of  increases 
in  the  exports  to  the  colonies,  due  to 
wars  in  South  Africa,  Nigeria,  and  else- 
where, specifying  the  amounts  of  the 
increase  to  each  colony. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Secretary  Chamberlain,) 
I  cannot  undertake  to  say  to  what 
extent  the  increases  in  the  exports  to  the 
colonies  are  due  to  the  wars  in  South 
Africa,  Nigeria,  and  elsewhere ;  but  it 
may  interest  the  lion.  Member  to  know 
that  the  value  of  the  exports  of  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  South  and  West  African 
Colonies  respectively  for  the  last  five 
years  have  been  as  under : — South 
Africa,  1898,  £12,199,810;  1899, 
£11,370,125;  1900,  £12,757,875;  1901, 
£17,154,380  ;  1902,  £24,436,739.  West 
Africa,  1898,  £1,999,445;-  1899, 
£2,116,080;  1900,  £2,148,149;  1901, 
£2,347,319 ;  1902,  £2,737,486. 


Medical  and  Veterinary  Officers  with  the 
Nortiiem  Nigeria  Force. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  will  state  how 
many  medical  officers  and  veterinary 
surgeons  were  serving  with  the  Northern 
Nigeria  Force  during  the  month  of  June 
last ;  and  what  were  the  total  casualties 
of  that  force  in  action  in  the  months  of 
April,  May,  and  June. 

{Anstoered  hy  Mr,  Secretary  CJiamlerlain,) 
The  establishment  of  the  medical  de- 
partment in  Northern  Nigeria  whose 
duties  include  attendance  on  both 
the  military  and  the  civil  officials,  contains 
twenty-seven  medical  officers,  of  whom, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  the  remainder 
on  leave,  about  eighteen  are  usually  in 
the     protectorate.       The    Kano-Sokoto 


expeditionary  force  was  formally  broken 
up  in  March,  and  the  small  body  of  troops 
which  has  since  been  in  the  field  has  been 
engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  the  ex-Sultan  of 
Sokoto.  I  have  no  information  as  to  the 
number  of  medical  officers  or  veterinar}'^ 
surgeons  attached  to  this  small  force.  In 
answer  to  the  second  part  of  the  Question, 
the  casualties  in  action  during  April, 
May,  and  June,  were  three  British  officers 
slightly  wounded;  one  British  non-com- 
missioned officer  severely  wounded  ;  four 
native  rank  and  file  killed,  four  severely 
wounded,  and  seventy-seven  slightly 
wounded.  These  include  an  engagement, 
the  date  of  which  is  not  precisely  known, 
and  may  have  been  early  in  July. 

Sugax  Oonvention— Number  of  White 
Population  of  West  Indies  who  will 
benefit. 

Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  will  he  state  the 
approximate  number  of  white  British 
subjects  in  the  West  Indies  whom  His 
Majesty's  Government  anticipate  will 
benefit  under  the  Sugar  Convention ;  and 
whether  he  has  any  particulars  of  the 
mortgages  on  the  estates  of  the  sugar 
planters  and  the  number  of  absentee 
landlords. 

{Answ&red  by  Mr.  Secretary  Chamberlain.) 
I  have  not  the  information  necessary  to 
answer  the  hon.  Member's  Question.  In 
some  of  the  West  Indian  Colonies  no 
regular  census  was  taken  in  1901,  owing 
to  inability  to  bear  the  cost,  and  reference 
to  cases  in  which  a  census  was  taken 
shows  that  as  a  rule  no  enumeration  is 
made  by  colour.  I  may  add  that  the 
Sugar  Convention  is  intended  to  benefit 
the  coloured  British  subjects  in  the  West 
Indies,  who  form  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  population,  quite  as  much 
as  the  white.  I  have  no  particulars  of 
mortgages  on  sugar  estates  or  of  absentee 
landlords. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE, 


Recovery  of  Boer  Bibles. 
Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  can  state 
how  many  Bibles  that  were  looted  from 
Boer  farms  by  British  or  Colonial  troops 
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during  the  late  war  have  been  received 
and  restored  to  their  owners  in  response 
to  Lord  Roberts's  Memorandum  on  the 
subject. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford): Lord  Roberts  has  taken  this 
matter  up  privately — not  oflScially.  I 
am  not  aware  of  the  results. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney-General  whether,  in  order 
to  induce  the  restoration  of  Bibles  looted 
from  Boer  farms  in  response  to  Lord 
Roberts's  Memorandum  on  the  subject, 
he  can  promise  that  persons  voluntarily 
giving  up  the  same  will  not  be  prose- 
cuted for  receiving  stolen  goods,  knowing 
the  same  to  have  been  stolen. 

The  attorney -general  (Sir 
Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs) :  I 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  may  dismiss 
from  his  mind  any  apprehension  that 
any  promise  of  the  kind  will  be  necessary. 

Somaliland— AmTnnnition. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
is  the  nature  of  the  ammunition  with 
greater  stopping  power  which  has  been 
sent  to  Somaliland;  and  whether  he 
will  give  directions  that  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  applies  shall  be  supplied  with 
specimens  of  the  ammunition. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  ammunition 
sent  to  Somaliland  is  Mark  Y.  I  am 
afraid  that  I  cannot  agree  to  supply 
specimens  as  suggested,  but  I  will  have 
a  sample  bullet  sent  to  the  tea-room. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cornwall, 
Camborne j:  Does  ''stopping  power" 
mean  **  killing  power  **  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

''  Blessing  the  OoIohtb"— Boman  Catholic 
Ecclesiastics. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
under  what  conditions  or  regulations  are 
Roman  Catholic  ecclesiastics  invited  to 
bless  military  flags ;  is  this  invitation 
extended  in  the  case  of  the  presentation 
of  all  new  colours  to  Roman  Catholic 
ecclesiastics ;  if  not,  is  it  extended  in  all 
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cases  to  Protestant  clergymen  ;  are  there 
any  cases  in  which  Protestant  clergymen 
are  invited,  in  which  Roman  CathoUc 
clergymen  are  not  invited  ;  in  how  many 
cases  in  the  last  ten  years  have  Protestant 
clergymen  been  asked  to  bless  colours 
when  Roman  Catholics  were  not  invited, 
and  in  how  many  were  Roman  Catholics 
invited  to  participate  with  Protestant 
clergymen  ;  were  Roman  Catholic  clergy- 
men ever  asked  to  officiate  without  the 
attendance  of  Protestant  clergymen ; 
under  what  circumstances  was  the  Bishop 
of  Cork  asked  to  bless  colours  along  with 
a  Protestant  cler^man  on  the  occasion  of 
His  Majesty's  visit  to  Cork,  when  an  Irish 
regiment,  mainly  Roman  Catholic,  was 
presented  with  regimental  colours  by  the 
King ;  and  would  the  War  Office,  before 
issuing  such  invitations,  endeavour  to 
ascertain  the  conditions  upon  which  alone 
Roman  Catholic  ecclesiastics  can  officiate 
on  such  ceremonies. 


♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  arrangements 
for  the  consecration  of  regimental  oolours 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  general  officer  com- 
manding and  the  officer  commanding  the 
regiment.  Where  the  regiment  is  an  Irish 
one,  the  representative  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  is  usually  invited  by  the 
commandingofficertotaketheconsecration, 
the  Anglican  chaplain  taking  a  share  in 
the  ceremony  by  agreement,  as  representa- 
tive of  the  Protestants  in  the  regiment 
The  statistics  for  which  the  hon.  Member 
asks  could  not  be  obtained  without 
considerable  trouble.  As  regards  the 
particular  case  mentioned,  the  Bishop 
of  Cork  offered  personally  to  perform 
the  ceremony,  but  at  the  last  moment, 
realising  that  the  ceremony  was  to  be 
mixed,  declined  to  take  part  and  refused 
to  allow  any  of  his  priests  to  officiate.  In 
the  case  of  the  Irish  Guards  the  Roman 
Catholic  priest  performed  the  dedication 
and  then  >vithdrew  ;  and  subsequently 
the  Chaplain-General  performed  his  part 
of  the  ceremony. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  What  is  a 
"  mixed  consecration  "  1 

*  Mr.  BRODRICK  :  A  mixed  consecra- 
tion is  one  at  which  the  representatives 
of  both  Churches  attend,  and  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
takes  one  part  of  the  ceremony  and  the 
representative  of  the  Protestant  Church 
the  other. 
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Imperial  Irish  Yeomanry. 
Mr,  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will 
state  by  whom  and  under  what  warrant 
or  authori^  a  body  of  Yeomanry,  called 
Imperial  Irish  Yeomanry,  have  been 
raised  in  County  Limerick,  where  this 
body  is  training,  and  who  is  in  command ; 
and  whether  the  person  enlisting  for  this 
corps  receives  a  capitation  grant ;  and,  if 
so,  how  much. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  This  body  is  beinc 
raised  under  the  Militia  Act,  1882,  and 
the  Militia  and  Yeomanry  Act,  1902, 
by  its  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lord  Waterford.  The  regiment 
is  being  trained  at  the  Curragh.  The 
usual  capitation  ^rant  of  £3  will  be 
granted  to  the  regiment  for  efficients. 

(Government  Oontractors— Underwood 
and  Son. 

Sib  CARNE  RASOH  (Essex,  Chelms- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Messrs.  Underwood  and  Son,  hay  dealers, 
were  struck  off  the  Ust  of  contractors 
to  the  War  Office  j  that  they  subse- 
quently tendered  through  the  firm  of 
Bennett  and  Son,  and  that  they  have 
since  contracted  through  the  firm  of 
Prentis,  of  Great  Tower  Street,  for  com- 
pressed fodder,  the  last  lot  of  200  tons 
of '  which  was  condemned ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  say  what  the  War  Office  propose 
to  do  in  the  matter. 

Mk.  BRODRICK  :  When  the  contract 
was  made  there  was  no  reason  whatever 
for  supposing  that  Mr.  Prentis  had  any 
connection  with  Messrs.  Underwood.  The 
fodder  referred  to  has  been  sold  and  the 
difference  between  its  cost  to  the  public 
and  the  amount  realised  by  its  sale  will 
be  recovered  from  the  contractor.  Mr. 
Prentis  will  be  removed  from  the  list. 

Savings  Banks  Bill. 
Sir  albert  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.)  ; 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Cliancellor  of  the 
Excheouer  whether  it  is  intended  to 
proceed  with  the  Savings  Banks  Bill  re 
ferred  to  in  His  Majesty's  Speech  at  the 
opening  of  Parliament 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
No,  Sir,  it  has  not  been  found  possible 
to  proceed  with  this  B.IL 


Holloway  Prison. 
Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether,  seeing  that 
the  original  intention  was  that  the 
prison  at  Holloway  should  merely  be 
used  as  a  house  of  detention,  and  having 
regard  to  his  promises  in  the  matter 
and  to  the  character  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, he  has  been  able  to  arrange  that, 
no  further  death  sentences  shall  be 
carried  out  there. 

*The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
the  home  department  (Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's): 
I  have,  as,  promised,  considered  this 
matter  very  carefully  in  all  its  aspects. 
The  only  other  promise  I  have  made  on 
the  subject  was  to  the  effect  that,  unless 
means  were  found  by  which  the  death 
sentence  could  be  carried  out  at  Hollo- 
way Prison  in  such  a  manner  that  no 
part  of  the  proceedings  could  be  seen 
from  anywhere  outside,  executions  would 
not  be  continued  at  that  prison.  As  I 
stated  the  other  day,  I  believe  such 
means  can 'be  found;  and  I  am  not 
prepared  to  alter  the  arrangement  by 
which  in  London  the  death  sentences 
on  women  (which  are,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  few)  will  be  carried  out  at  Holloway 
Prison. 

Workmen's  Trains  on  the  South*  Eastern 
and  Chatham  Bailway. 

Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  South  Eastern  and 
Chatham  Railway  Comptmies  are  not 
carrying  out  the  obligations  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  Act  of  1899  to  run  an 
efficient  service  of  trains ;  that  there  are 
several  stations  within  the  twenty  miles 
radius  at  which  no  workmen's  tickets  are 
issued,  and  that  persons  holding  workmen's 
tickets  are  not  allowed  to  return  from 
Ludgate  Hill  station  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
state  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take 
against  these  companies  for  non- 
compliance with  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
trade  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  Representations  in  this  matter 
have  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
who  have  communicated  thereon  with  the 
Managing    Committee  of    the    Railway 
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Companies.  The  Committee  take  the 
view  that  there  is  no  reasonable  necessity 
for  the  issue  of  workmen's  tickets  at 
those  stations  (within  a  radius  of  twenty 
miles)  at  which  they  are  not  already 
issued.  Whether  the  Committee  are 
right  in  contending  that  a  sufficient  ser- 
vice, as  prescribed  by  the  special  Act  of 
1899,  is  already  supplied,  would  be  for 
inquiry  in  the  manner  provided  by 
Section  32  of  that  Act.  If  representa- 
tions of  the  nature  there  prescribed  are 
made  to  the  Board,  I  will  cause  a  hearing 
to  be  held.  As  regards  Ludsate  Hill 
station,  the  Companies  state  that  great 
Complaint  was  formerly  made  of  the  over- 
crowding on  the  small  platforms  at  this 
station,  involving  danger  to  the  crowds 
collected  there,  and  they  suggest  that  it 
is  in  the  interests  of  all  concerned  that 
the  present  arrangement  whereby  holders 
of  workmen's  return  tickets  are  required 
to  travel  from  neighbouring  stations, 
instead  of  from  Ludgate  l£ll,  should 
remain  undisturbed.  This  contention 
appears  primd  facie  reasonable. 

Belgian  Sugar  Legislation. 
Mr.  lough  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  Bill  which  has  been  introduced 
into  the  Belgian  Parliament  with 
reference  to  sugar  and  sugar  products 
under  the  Convention,  and,  if  so,  will  he 
state  whether  the  rates  on  the  import  of 
confectionery  from  this  country  have  been 
fixed  in  accordance  with  Article  III. ;  and, 
if  not,  does  the  Government  propose  to 
take  any  steps  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  :  I  have 
seen  the  Bill  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member.  The  point  as  to  whether  the 
measure  is  in  accord  with  the  Convention 
is  one  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Permanent  Commission. 

Trade  Statistics. 
Sir  CHARLES  RENSHAW  (Renfrew- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Royal  Commission  on  Trade 
Depression  reported  in  1886  that  the 
declared  value  of  imports  and  exports  in 
1873  and  1883  compared  with  the  com- 
puted values  (on  the  assumption  that  the 
values  of  the  whole  trade  are  aifected  by 
differences  in  prices  as  are  the  values  of 


enumerated  articles)  were  as  follows,, 
viz.,  in  the  year  1873  actual  values 
£626,000,000,  and  in  the  year  1883 
actual  values  £667,000,000,  values  com- 
puted at  prices  of  1873,  £861,000,OOK),  he 
could  give  figures  on  the  same  basis  for 
the  years  1893  and  1902. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  cannot 
rive  the  figures  in  the  precise  form  asked 
for  without  exhaustive  investigation* 
The  Board  of  Trade  have,  however,  cal- 
culated an  Index  number  showing  the 
average  level  of  general  prices  in   each 

Ctr  since  1871,  and  the  following  figures 
ed  on  that  estimate  may  be  of  interest 
to  my  hon.  friend.  Declared  value  of 
imports  and  exports  in  1893  £682,000,000; 
ditto  in  1902  £878,000,000.  Approxi- 
mate  computed  value  of  imports  and 
exports  at  1873  values  on  the  assumption 
that  the  average  value  of  the  articles  of 
our  foreign  trade  has  followed  the  general 
movement  of  prices  of  commodities  as 
shown  by  the  Board  of  Trade  Index 
number,  in  1893,  £1,029,000,000;  in 
1902,  £1,323,000,000.  If  the  above 
method  were  applied  to  the  figures  of 
1883  the  result  would  be  £821,000,000. 
It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  level  of 
prices  in  1873  was  higher  than  in  any 
year  since  1826. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man give  the  imports  and  exports 
separately  on  the  same  basis  ? 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  Yes ;  that 
can  be  done. 

West  Hampstead  Telephone  Service. 

Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
he  is  aware  that  inhabitants  in  the 
Cricklewood  and  Brondesbury  districts 
of  West  Hampstead  are  anxious  to 
use  the  Post  Office  telephone  service; 
that  the  general  manager  of  the  tele- 
phone department  has  oeen  written  to 
with  a  view  to  have  th6  telephone  laid  on 
to  the  houses  while  the  road  is  up,  and 
that  no  satisfactory  cause  of  the  delay 
has  been  riven ;  and,  if  so,  whether,  con- 
sidering that  the  ratepayers  will  be  put 
to  unnecessary  expense  if  the  road  is 
repaired  before  the  telephones  are  sup* 
plied  to  the  houses,  he  will  see  that  they 
are  supplied  without  any  undue  delay. 
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The  postmaster-general  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
K):  The  Hampstead  Exchange,  which 
will  serve  the  district  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  opened 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  underCTOund 
wires  for  the  service  of  a  considerable 
part  of  the  area  to  be  served  have  already 
been  provided,  and  no  difficulty  is  antici- 
pated in  providing  the  lines  of  the  hon. 
Member  and  other  subscribers  now  await- 
ing connection,  by  the  time  the  Exchange 
is  ready.  I  am  making  inquiry  as  to  the 
particular  work  in  the  roadway  referred 
to  in  the  Question.  No  expense  is,  how- 
ever, caused  to  ratepayers  in  connection 
with  the  laying  of  Post  Office  wires  under 
roadways.  If  the  Postmaster-General 
breaks  up  a  road,  he  has  to  restore  the 
surface,  or  at  least  pay  for  its  restoration. 

Discharged  InTalid  Maryborough 
Oonvicts. 

Mr.  DELAN Y  (Queen's  Co.,  Ossory) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  discharged  invalid  convicts 
from  Maryborough  Convict  Prison  have 
been  sent  to  the  Mountmellick  Workhouse 
and  become  chargeable  upon  the  local 
rates ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  state  by 
whose  order  those  convicts  have  been  so 
sent,  and  why  they  were  not  deported  to 
their  native  unions,  or  to  those  in  which 
they  were  located  at  the  time  of  their 
conviction. 

The  attorney -general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  ATKiNSON,Londonderry, 
N.,  for  Mr.  Wyndham):  The  facts,  I 
understand,  are  correctly  stated.  I  am 
making  further  inquiry  in  the  matter 
and  would  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  repeat 
the  Question  on  Wednesday  next. 

Evicted  Tenants  and  the  Land  Bill. 

Mr,  DELANY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  fact  of  an  evicted 
tenant  being  in  possession  of  a  holding 
debars  him  under  the  Land  Bill  from 
purchasing  a  larger  and  more  valuable 
holding  from  which  he  had  been  evicted 
within  the  last  twenty-five  years,  or 
another  farm  of  equivalent  value. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
The  answer  to  this  Question  is  in  the 
negative. 


Dalkey  Polling  District 
Mr.  MOONEY  (Dublin  Co.,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  resolutions 
of  the  Dalkey  and  Killiney  Councils  in 
favour  of  the  establishment  of  a  revision 
Court  at  Dalkey ;  and,  if  so,  whether, 
seeing  that  the  present  system  of  holding 
at  Kingstown  the  revision  Court  for  the 
Dalkey  Polling  District  causes  incon- 
venience and  loss  to  the  labouring  classes 
owinc  to  the  distance  of  the  Court  from 
the  Killiney  and  Dalkey  districts,  he  will 
now  grant  the  revision  Court  asked  for. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
This  question  has  been  carefully  investi- 
gated by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  finds 
no  sufficient  reason  for  making  the  sug- 
gested change. 

Irish  Caretakers  and  the  Land  Bill 
Mr.  DELANY  :  I  be§  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact,  as 
shown  by  the  quarterly  Return  ending 
30th  June  last,  that  580  tenants  in 
Ireland  were  converted  into  caretakers 
under  Section  7  of  the  Land  Law  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1887,  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  repealing  this  section,  or 
in  the  meantime  taking  some  other 
steps  to  suspend  its  operation  pending 
the  passing  into  law  of  the  Land  Bill  at 
present  beu)re  Parliament. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
The  operation  of  this  enactment  could 
not  be  suspended  without  legislation.  It 
is  not  practicable  to  consider  the  question 
of  such  legislation  at  the  present  period 
of  the  session,  and  my  right  hon.  friend 
cannot  give  an  undertaking  with  respect 
to  a  future  session. 

Bondorrhagha  Pier. 
Dr.  AMBROSE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  -  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
during  the  recent  visit  of  Their  Majesties 
to  the  village  of  Bundorrhagha  on  Killery 
Bay,  the  Koyal  yacht  could  not  come 
alongside  the  pier  owing  to  the  shallow- 
ness of  the  water ;  and  whether,  consider- 
ing the  inconvenience  caused  on  such 
occasion,  and  the  fact  that  the  present 
pier  does  not  extend  into  deep  water,. 
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and  the  advantage  it  would  be  to  the 
fishermen  of  the  village  to  be  able  to 
land  fish  at  all  tides,  he  will  use  his 
influence  with  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  with  a  view  to  inducing  that 
Board  to  extend  the  pier  into  deep 
water. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
The  locality  is  not  in  a  congested  district. 
The  Department  of  Agriculture  will 
inquire  if  the  fishing  industry  there  is 
capable  of  development.  Until  this  has 
been  ascertained  I  cannot  express  an 
opinion  whether  the  local  requirements 
would  justify  the  large  expenditure  that 
would  be  involved  in  an  extension  of  the 
pier  to  deep  water. 

Irish  NationalTeachers'  Increments. 

xMr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
K) :  I  bee  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  the 
promised  increments  will  be  paid  to  the 
national  teachers  ;  and  when  the  revised 
programme  for  pupils  will  be  issued  to 
the  teachers. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
The  increments  are  in  process  of  payment 
at  present.  The  revised  programme  for 
pupils  has  long  since  been  issued.  Modi- 
fications of  this  programme  will  be  made 
from  time  to  time  as  may  be  found 
necessary,  but  the  Commissioners  have 
110  immediate  intention  to  issue  an 
entirely  new  revised  programme. 

Labourers'  Question  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  MURPHY  (Kerry,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  proposes  to 
take  any  evidence  in  connection  with  his 
inquiry  into  the  labourers'  question  ;  and 
if  so,  where  he  proposes  to  receive  it,  or 
how  it  may  be  furnished  to  him,  and  by 
whom;  and  does  he  undertake  to  introduce 
legislation  dealing  with  the  question  early 
next  session. 

Mr. ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham): 
It  is  not  proposed  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mission to  take  evidence  on  this  subject. 
The  Local  Government  Board  has  already 
an  abundance  of  information  on  the 
general  question,  but  it  has  taken  steps 
to  supplement  this  by  a  series  of  special 
reports  from  its  inspectors  throughout 
the  country.     In  reply  to  the  concluding 


inquiry,  I  fear  I  cannot  usefully  add  to 
my  right  hon.  friend's  former  statements 
on  the  matter. 

Mr.  DELANY:  Will  the  Local 
Government  Board  consult  the  district 
councils  on  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  They  will  be  haw)y 
to  get  information  and  suggestions  from 
any  source. 

Railway  and  Canal  Rates  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  if 
any  arrangements  have  been  made  between 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Rail- 
way and  the  Grand  Canal  Company 
fixing  the  minimum  rate  to  be  charged 
for  goods  traffic  at  competitive  stations, 
such  as  Monasterevan,  Athy,  Carlow,  and 
Bagnalstown;  whether  the  Grand  Canal 
Company  is  to  receive  any  percentage  on 
the  receipts  of  the  carrying  trade  to  these 
railway  stations  ;  and,  if  so,  whether,  in 
view  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  the 
waterways  of  Ireland  open  as  competitive 
routes,  and  of  the  eflFect  of  such  arrange- 
ments on  means  of  transit,  he  will  state 
what  steps  will  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

Mr,  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
The  Department  has  no  knowledge  of 
any  arrangements  such  as  suggested, 
and  no  representations  have  been  made 
to  it  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE:  Is  there  any  truth 
in  the  allegation  ? 

Mr,  ATKINSON  :  We  have  no  know- 
ledge of  any  arrangement  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE:  Will  the  Depart- 
ment inquire  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  The  Department 
can  only  take  action  upon  specific  repre- 
sentations made  to  it  by  persons  aggrieved. 

Mb.  KILBRIDE :  When  shall  I  put 
down  the  Question  as  to  the  result  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  When  the  hon. 
Gentleman  thinks  proper. 

London  Financiers  and  Irish  Estates. 
Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :   I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
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Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  prospectus 
issued  by  a  financial  company  in  London 
viith  the  object  of  acquiring  Irish  estates 
under  the  Land  Bill  and  re-selling  to 
the  tenants  at  a  profit  to  the  money- 
lenders; and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
undertake  that  financial  schemes  of  this 
character  will  not  be  allowed  to  be 
carried  out  with  the  use  of  public  credit 
or  of  public  money. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
I  have  not  seen  the  prospectus  referred 
to.  The  Land  Bill  affords  no  special 
facilities  for  carrying  out  such  projects. 
On  the  contrary,  the  creation  of  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  with  the  powers 
conferred  upon  them,  would  seem  to 
dispense  with  the  necessity  for  such  com- 
panies. I  have  no  power,  however,  to 
interfere  in  the  manner  suggested,  if  the 
companies  act  within  the  law. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Can  nothing  be 
done  to  prevent  estates  being  withdrawn 
from  the  process  of  the  Court  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  They  are  bound  to 
give  the  tenants  the  option  of  buying. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Is  it  not  the  case 
that  any  outside  company  can  come  in 
and  offer  such  a  sum  that  the  tenants 
could  not  pay  and  thus  get  them  out  of 
the  road  ]    Cannot  that  be  stopped  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  do  not  think  it 
is  possible  to  prevent  the  landlord  selling 
to  a  syndicate. 

Mr.  ^rACVEACTH:  Would  the  land- 
lord receive  the  bonus  in  such  a  case  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  Certainly  not.  He 
is  only  entitled  to  it  if  he  sells  either  to 
the  tenants  or  to  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  You  have  already 
rejected  two  Amendments  dealing  with 
this  matter. 

Irish  Police  and  Arrests  for 
Drunkenness. 

Mr.  p.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland   whether  he 


is  aware  that  on  a  night  about  10.30  in 
the  month  of  OctoW,  1902,  a  young 
man  named  Patrick  Meagher,  of 
Borrisoleigh,  North  Tipperary,  proceed- 
ing to  his  home  was  arrested  by  Police 
Constables  Murphy  and  Butler  and 
locked  up  in  a  cell  in  the  barracks  till  th& 
morning;  that  at  Borrisoleigh  Petty 
Sessions  Meagher  was  charged  with 
being  drunk  and  incapable,  that  th& 
Court,  comprised  of  two  resident  magis- 
trates. Major  Dease  and  Mr.  Heard,  on 
hearing  the  evidence  of  these  two  con- 
stables, in  addition  to  that  of  Sergeant 
M*Cabe,  who  all  swore  that  Meagher 
was  drunk,  and  that  of  Father  Finn  and 
seven  other  witnesses  for  the  accused, 
who  deposed  to  knowing  him  to  be  a 
total  abstainer,  dismissed  the  case ;  that 
(2)  Constable  Murphy  (who  is  at  present 
stationed  at  Puckane,  Nenagh  District) 
arrested  in  February  of  this  year  on  a 
Sunday  at  Borrisoleigh  a  boy  named 
Hammond  on  a  charge  of  drunkenness, 
and  that  Hammond  was  released  on  his 
friends  having  him  examined  by  Dr. 
Power,  who  certified  to  his  sobriety ;  and^ 
if  so,  will  he  cause  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  conduct  of  the  constables 
responsible  for  these  arrests,  with  a  view 
to  guarding  against  similar  occurrences 
in  future. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
The  case  against  Patrick  Meagher  was 
dismissed  without  prejudice.  In  the 
second  case,  the  facts  of  which  arc 
correctly  stated,  Constable.  Murphy  was 
severely  reprimanded  for  his  action  by 
the  county  inspector  and  has  been 
transferred  to  another  district. 

Mr.  p.  J.  O'BKIEN  :  I  want  to  protect 
my  constituents  against  this  sort  of 
thing. 

Railway  Rates  on  Irish  Agricultural 
Produce. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  action  of 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
in  arranging  local  conferences  in  respect 
of  railway  rates  in  England;  and, 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  recommend 
similar  action  •  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  Ireland  with  the  view  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


683 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions, 


684 


securing  for  Irish  agriculturists  and 
traders  more  favourable  rates  for  the 
carriage  of  their  produce. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  xMr.  Wyndham)  : 
The  course  suggested  has  already  been 
adopted  by  the  Irish  Department.  Con- 
ferences have  taken  place  with  repre- 
sentatives of  railway  companies  and  local 
bodies  on  the  subject,  and  the  Depart- 
ment is  in  constant  communication  with 
railway  and  shipping  companies  on  such 
matters.  The  action  of  tne  Department 
has  been  attended  by  beneficial  results. 

Dublin  City  Loans. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O^BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Corporation  of  Dublin 
have  had  to  complain  frequently  through 
their  City  Treasurer  of  the  delay  of  the 
Local  Gfovemment  Board  to  sanction 
advances  of  money  made  by  the  Cor- 
poration for  schemes  under  the  Small 
Dwellings  Acquisition  Act;  and,  if  so, 
whether,  seeing  that  these  delays  tend 
to  discourage  all  applications  under  the 
Act,  can  he  explain  the  cause  of  these 
delays  and  especially  with  reference  to 
six  applications  made  on  24th  June  last, 
which  have  not  been  sanctioned  yet; 
and  will  he  see  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  give  prompt  attention  to 
applications  in  future. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
There  has  been  no  avoidable  delay  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  in  sanctioning 
advances  for  schemes  under  this  Act. 
The  six  applications  referred  to  were 
received  on  the  27th  June.  Much 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  identifjring 
the  property  included  in  the  applications, 
which  were  sanctioned  on  Frioay  last. 

Irish  Poor  Law  Medical  Oflcers. 
Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  NO :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  of  the 
dissatisfaction  existing  amongst  the  Irish 
Poor  Law  medical  officers;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will,  in  the  interests  of  the 
sick  poor,  consent  next  session  to  appoint 
a  Boyal  Commission  to  consider  the 
whole  question  of  the  administration  and 
working  of  the  Irish  Poor  Law  service, 
including  the  position  and  grievances  of 
the  medical  officers. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
My  right  hon.  friend  replied  to  a  similar 
Question  by  the  same  hon.  Member  on 
the  16th  June,  t  He  has  nothing  to  add 
to  that  reply  except  to  refer  to  his 
statement  in  answer  to  the  Question  on 
Thursday  last  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilkenny.  X 

Tnllamore  Medical  Oflcer. 
Dr.  THOMPSON :  I  bee  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  will  explain  why  the 
Local  Grovemment  Board  for  Ireland 
have  informed  Dr.  McCarthy,  who 
recently  held  for  a  few  days  the  tem- 
porary appointment  of  medical  officer  of 
Tullamore  dispensary,  that  his  conduct 
in  resigning  the  appointment  would  be 
inquired  into  by  a  medical  inspector,  and 
that  if  it  was  found  he  had  resigned 
without  sufficient  cause  he  would  be 
prohibited  in  future  from  holding  any 
Poor  Law  appointment;  and  if  he  will 
state  under  what  statute  or  by-law  the 
Local  Grovernment  Board  have  so  acted. 

Mr,  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
Dr.  McCarthy  refused  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  the  office  to  which  he  had  been 
appointed  with  the  approval  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  Board  there- 
upon requested  the  guardians  to  call 
upon  him  to  take  up  his  duties,  and 
stated  that  in  the  event  of  his  still 
refusing  to  do  so  an  inquiry  would  be 
held  into  the  circumstances,  with  a  view 
to  his  removal  from  office  by  Sealed 
Order.  The  authority  for  the  Board's 
action  in  the  case  will  be  found  in  Sections 
8  and  16  of  the  Poor  Relief  Act  of  1851. 

♦Mr.  DELANY  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  take  steps  to  prevent  young 
medical  practitioners,  willing  to  earn  a 
livelihood,  from  being  intimidated  by 
the  Irish  Medical  Association  1 

Belturbet  Rate  Collector. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARKELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  will  he  re- 
consider his  decision  not  to  interfere  in 
the  case  of  surcharge  a^inst  James 
Dolan,  rate  collector  of  Belturbet  urban 
district,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Dolan    has    been    unable    to    bear    the 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxiii.,  1055. 
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expense  of  a  madamus  motion ;  and  will 
he  direct  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  hear  an  appeal  from  the  auditor*8 
decision  in  the  case. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
The  Board  has  already  heard  an  appeal 
from  the  auditor's  surcharge  in  this  case. 
Under  Section  63  (2)  (b)  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1898,  the  decision  of 
the  Board  in  the  matter  is  final. 

liongford  and  Leitrim  Drainage  Boards. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  will  he  grant  a  Eeturn 
showing  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
drainage  boards  of  CJounty  Longford,  and 
also  of  the  Bynn  and  Black  River  Drainage 
Board  in  County  Leitrim;  and  will  he 
state  whether  in  cases  of  non-elected 
boards  now  managing  districts,  the  owners 
of  the  lands  in  which  have  become  peasant 
proprietors,  any  change  will  be  made  to 
admit  representatives  of  tenants  on  these 
boards. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham): 
The  information  desired  in  the  first  part 
of  the  Question  will  be  communicated  to 
the  hon.  Member.  The  second  part  of 
the  Question  appears  to  be  based  on  a 
misconception.  There  are  no  non-elected 
drainage  boards.  Tenants  who  have 
become,  or  who  may  hereafter  become 
proprietors  of  lands  benefited  by  drain- 
age works,  have  a  statutory  right  to  vote 
in  the  election  of  drainage  boards. 

Rathcline  (Annally)  Estate. 
Mr,  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  how 
many  of  the  tenants  on  the  Rathcline 
{Annally)  Estate  are  still  denied  the 
rights  of  purchase ;  and  whether,  in  the 
case  of  those  so  remaining,  he  will  repre- 
eent  to  the  Receiver  uie  advisability, 
in  the  interests  of  the  estate,  of  accepting 
the  tenants'  offers,  and  let  the  sales  go 
through. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham)  :  I  am  awaiting  a  report  from  the 
Land  Judge's  Court  in  this  matter. 
Perhap  the  hon.  Member  will  be  good 
enougn  to  repeat  the  Question  to- 
morrow. 
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Bangor  (County  Down)  Postal  Sendee. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  (KUkenny, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  representations  have  been  made 
to  the  authorities  in  favour  of  a  better 
postal  service  for  Bangor,  County  Down ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  present 
system  of  collection  and  delivery  of 
letters  has  caused  inconvenience,  especially 
to  the  Belfast  business  men  resident 
in  Bangor ;  and  whether  he  will  provide 
for  a  better  service,  which  will  include  an 
earlier  delivery  in  the  morning  and  a 
later  collection  of  letters  in  the  even- 
ing. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
Representations  have  been  made  by  the 
Bangor  (County  Down)  Urban  District 
Council  respecting  additional  postal 
facilities  at  that  place,  and  I  have  under 
consideration  arrangements  for  improving 
the  service,  including  an  earlier  delivery 
in  the  morning  and  a  later  collection  of 
letters  in  the  evening. 

Lough  Swilly  Bailway. 
Dr.  THOMPSON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  can  explain  why  the 
Londonderry  and  Lough  Swilly  Railway 
Company  are  not  obliged  to  obey  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  I  regret 
that  I  am  unable  to  add  to  the  reply 
made  to  the  hon.  Member  s  Question  in 
this  matter  on  the  6th  July,t  except  to 
say  that  the  Board  have  communicated 
with  the  company  as  recently  as  the 
28th  of  that  month,  and  are  pressing 
for  a  reply. 

Port  of  London  BilL 
Sir  albert  ROLLIT  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  public  interest  in 
the  Port  of  London  Bill,  it  is  intended 
to  proceed  with  it  this  session;  and,  if 
not,  whether,  being  cognate  to  a  private 
Bill^  it  cannot  be  carried  over  and  re- 
sumed next  session. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  K) :  In  answer 
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to  my  hon.  friend,  I  have  to  say  that  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  practicable  at 
the  present  period  of  the  session,  and  in 
the  present  state  of  public  business,  to 
proceed  with  the  discussion  of  this  Bill 
on  Report.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
quite  clear,  I  think,  that  the  Bill,  for  all 
essential  purposes,  ought  to  be  ranked  as 
a  private  Bill  and  treated  as  a  private 
Bin,  so  that  the  immense  expenditure 
incurred  by  persons  interested  in  the 
Bill  should  not  be  entirely  thrown  away, 
as  it  would  be  if  the  Bill  .were  dropped. 
I  propose,  therefore,  to  apply  to  this 
Bill  the  practice  which  the  House  has  so 
long  sanctioned  in  regard  to  private 
Bills,  and  I  shall  put  down  a  Motion  the 
effect  of  which  will  be  to  carry  it  over 
to  next  session,  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  resume  it  next  session  at  the 
precise  point  we  leave  it  this  session. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  I  suppose  it  will  be  made 
perfectly  clear  that  this  course,  being 
taken  with  general  concurrence,  and 
under  exceptional  circumstances,  will 
not  be  regarded  as  a  precedent  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR;  I  can  entirely 
reassure ;  my  right  hon.  friend  on  that 
point  of  view.  I  have  had  that  point  of 
view  very  carefully  in  my  mind,  and  I 
can  assure  him  that  this  will  not  be 
applied  as  a  precedent  for  dealing  with 
public  Bills. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  propose  to  take  the  Motion 
to-morrow  ] 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  As  to  general 
business,  I  may  say  that  I  propose  to 
take  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Ap- 
propriation Bill  to-morrow  instead  of  on 
Weanesday,  because  the  course  of 
business  in  another  place  makes  it  im- 
possible to  take  the  Lords  Amendments 
to  the  Irish  Land  Bill  to-morrow.  They 
will  be  taken  on  Wednesday,  and  the 
Resolution  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
refers  will  j»  Iso  be  taken  on  Wednesday. 
The  Lords  Amendments  will  come 
first,  and  the  Cunard  Agreement  next. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  hope  the 
Motor-Car  Bill   will   not  be   taken   till 


to-morrow,  as  we  have  not  yet  had  an 
opportum'ty  of  seeing  the  j^omised 
Amendments. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  hope  to  take 
the  Motor-Car  Bill  to-morrow,  after  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Approptiation 
Bill.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  wiU  not  lead  to  any  prolonged 
debate. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  What  does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man propose  to  do  with  the  Prevention 
of  Corruption  Bill  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  If  I  had 
reason  to  believe  it  was  a  non-contentious 
Bill  I  should  be  most  happy  to  do  any- 
thing I  could  to  pass  it,  but  I  cannot 
hold  out  any  expectation  either  to  my- 
self or  to  the  House  that  that  is  the  case. 

Mr.  CHANNING  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  consider 
the  desirability  of  giving  the  Bill  a  good 
place  in  the  programme  of  next  session  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Govern- 
ment are  quite  alive  to  the  importance 
of  the  subject. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  When 
does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  propose  to 
take  the  First  Reading  of  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill,  and  will  the  orders  on  the 
Paper  be  taken  to-night  as  they  stand  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Not  precisely 
as  they  stand.  I  have  given  a  pledge  to 
bring  on  the  Public  Building  Expenses 
Bill  before  twelve  if  possible,  and  that 
will  come  on  after  Report  of  Supply  and 
the  First  Reading  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill.  Then  will  come  the  Lonis  Amend- 
ments to  the  Education  Bill,  the  Expiring 
Laws  Continuance  Bill,  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes,  and  the  Revenue.  I 
shall  only  then  take  Third  Readings. 

Sir  F.  DIXON-HARTLAND  (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge) :  WiU  the  Bills  of  Exchange 
Act  (Second  Reading)  be  taken  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  I  have  said 
in  addition  to  the  Bills  I  have  named  I 
shall  only  take  Third  Readings. 
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Mr.  lough  :  Does  that  statement  as 
to  Third  Readings  apply  to  the  rest  of 
the  week  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  it  applies 
to  to-night. 

Mr.  CROOKS:  Will  there  be  any 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  Ordnance 
Votel 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  it 
very  desirable.  I  will  see  what  can  be 
done  after  Class  5  has  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  And 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  Vote,  which 
we  have  only  given  six  minutes  to  this 
session  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  say  it 
will  not  be  brought  on.  It  does  not  rest 
with  me. 


NEW  WRIT. 

New  Writ  for  the  County  of  Argyll, 
in  the  room  of  Donald  Ninian  Nicol, 
esquire,  deceased.— (^ir  A.  Acland-Hood.) 

NEW  BILL. 


PENAL  SERVITUDE  BILL. 

'*  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Penal 
Servitude  in  England  and  Wales,'* 
presented  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas;  supported  by  Mr.  Cochrane; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  318.] 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (SUPPLY). 

Ordered,  '*That  on  this  day,  notwith- 
standing anything  in  Standing  Order 
15,  Business  other  than  Business  of 
Supply  may  be  taken  before  Midnight, 
and  Proceedings  on  Report  of  Supply 
may  be  taken  after  Midnight." — {Mr. 
A.  /.  Balfour,) 


SUPPLY  [23rd  Allotted  Day]  [6th 
August,  Evening  Sitting]. 

Resolutions  reported. 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 

Class  I. 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £321,697, 
be    granted    to   His  Majesty,    to  com- 
plete   the    sum    necessary    to    defray 

VOL.  CXXVII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  Rates 
and  Contributions  in  lieu  of  Rates,  etc., 
in  respect  of  Government  Property,  and 
for  Rates  on  Houses  occupied  by  Re- 
presentatives of  Foreign  Powers,  and 
tor  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the 
Rating  of  Government  Property  De- 
partment, and  for  a  Contribution 
towards  the  Expenses  of  the  Metropohtan 
Fire  Brigade." 

Class  I. 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£133^,342,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1904,  for  the  following  services  included 
in  Class  I.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services,  viz. : — 

£ 

13.  Public  Works  and  Budd- 

ings, Ireland  -        -        -  106,128 

14.  Railways,  Ireland      -        -     27,214 


£133,342" 


Class  II. 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £366,072, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  following 
Services  included  in  Class  11.  of  the  Esti- 
mates for  Civil  Services,  vie.  :— 

£ 

1.  House  of  Lords  Offices      -      4,507 

2.  House  of  Commons  Offices  16,820 
5.  Foreign  Office  -  -  -  34,887 
7.  Privy  Council  Office  -  .  5,130 
9.  Mercantile  Marine  Services     68,860 

13.  Civil  Service  Commission  .     25,393 

14.  Exchequer  and  Audit        -     38,321 
15    Friendly  Societies  Registry     4,581 

21.  Public  Works  Loan  Com- 

mission    -        -        -        -  13 

22.  Registrar-GeneraFs  Office  -    22,942 

25.  Works    and    Public   Build- 

ings Office      -        -        -    37,200 

26.  Secret  Service  -        -        -    25,000 
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27, 

28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 


32. 
35. 

37. 

38. 
39. 
40. 


Scotland. 
for    Scotland's 


Secretary 

Office 

Fishery  Board  - 

Lunacy  Commission  - 

Kegistrar-Generars  Office  • 

Local  Government  Board  - 

Ireland. 

Lord    Lieutenant's    House- 
hold      .... 
Charitable    Donations    and 

Bequests 
Public  Record  Office  - 
Public  Works  Office  - 
Registrar-GeneraFs  Office  - 
Valuation     and    Boundary 
Survey  - 


£ 

9,985 
10,837 
.3,162 
3,145 
9,157 


2,817 

997 

3,348 

20,053 

6,894 

12,023 


£366,072" 

Class  III. 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
Xl,402,874,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1904,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
following  Services  included  in  Class  III. 
of  the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz : — 

£ 

38,984 


1.  Law  Charges 

2.  Miscellaneous 
Expenses 


Legal 


Scotland. 

10.  Law     Charges    and 

Courts  of  Law     . 

11.  Register         House, 

Edinburgh  . 

12.  Crofters'      Commis- 

sion   . 
18.  Prisons    . 

Ireland. 

14.  Law    Charges    and 

Criminal  Prose- 
cutions 

15.  Supreme    Court    of 

Judicature  and 
other  Legal  De- 
partments in  Ire- 
land   . 

16.  Land  Commission    . 

17.  County   Court   Offi- 

cers, &c. 


22,489 

52,405 

27,053 

2,790 
50,840 

33,600 


57,805 
76,740 

66,527 


18.  Dublin  Metropolitan 

Police 

19.  Royal     Irish    Con- 

stabulary    . 

20.  Prisons 

21.  Reformatory      and 

Industrial  Schools 

22.  Dundrum     Criminal 

Lunatic  Asylum  . 


£ 

.      55,468 

792,002 
.       68,508 

54,099 

3,564 

£1,402,874  " 


Class  IV. 

'*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £854,228, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
3l8t  day  of  March,  1904,  for  Expendi- 
ture in  respect  of  the  following  Services, 
included  in  Clause  IV.  of  the  Estimates 
for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 


6.  Scientific  Investiga- 
tion, &c.  (United 
Kingdom)     . 

8.  Public     Education 

(Scotland)     . 

9.  National      Gallery 

(Scotland) 


Class  V. 


45,000 
808,828 
400 
£854,228  '^ 


"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,236,998, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1904,  for  the  following 
Services  included  in  Class  V.  of  the  Esti- 
mates for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

£ 
1.  Diplomatic     and     Consular 


2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 

Services  . 
British     Protectorates 

Uganda  . 
Colonial  Services 
Cyprus  (Grant-in- Aid) 
Telegraph     Subsidies 

Pacific  Cable   . 
Treasury  Chest  Fund 

.    284,780 

in 

.    445,593 

.    361,525 

2,000 

and 

.      40,100 
.    103,000 

£1,236,998" 

Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 
First  Five  Resolutions  postponed. 
Sixth  Resolution  considered. 
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Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  said 
that  before  the  House  entered  upon  the 
discussion  of  the  specific  question  relating 
to  the  Protectorate,  which  he  understood 
was  to  be  raised,  he  should  like  to  put 
one  or  two  questions  regarding  a  matter 
which  was  of  very  grave  and  urgent 
importance.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  Prime  Minister  would  be  able  to  add 
much  to  what  they  had  learned  from  the 
public  prints,  or  tell  them  much  with 
regard  to  the  policy  which  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  follow,  but  he  believed 
there  was  so  much  anxiety  on  the 
subject  that  he  thought  an  indication 
from  the  Prime  Minister  would  be  gladly 
received.  He  need  hardly  say  that  he 
referred  to  the  state  of  things  which  at 
present  existed  in  Macedonia.  According 
to  the  public  prints  and  advices  of  the 
last  two  or  three  days  they  had  learned 
that  the  state  of  things  existing  in 
Macedonia  was  that  the  insurrection, 
which  had  been  smouldering  over  most 
of  the  country,  had  now  burst  into  violent 
flame,  particularly  on  the  western  por- 
tion adjoining  Albania.  He  assumed 
that  the  Government  would  do  all  that 
was  in  their  power  to  induce  the 
Turkish  Government  to  keep  its  head, 
and  to  impress  upon  its  soldiery  the  neces- 
sity of  behaving  with  as  much  restraint 
as  possible;  and,  above  all,  that  they 
would  endeavour  to  prevent  tha  Albanians 
from  being  let  loose  upon  the  unfortunate 
peasantry  of  the  provinces  which  ad- 
joined the  Albanian  frontier.  This  poor 
peasantry  had  suflfered  for  the  sins  of 
both  parties.  On  the  one  hand  they 
were  liable  to  be  plundered  by  the  in- 
surgents, and  on  the  other  hand  by  the 
Albanians  and  Turkish  troops.  In  view 
of  their  sufferings  it  seemed  most  im- 
portant that  everything  that  could  be 
done  should  be  done  to  prevent  the 
AJbanians  from  throwing  themselves 
headlong  into  a  situation  which  is  already 
fraught  with  elements  of  danger  and 
suffering.  There  had  been  a  rumour  to 
the  effect  that  the  Turks  were  going  to 
withdraw  that  part  of  their  forces 
which  it  was  contemplated  should  be 
placed  on  the  Albanian  frontier,  and 
which  to  some  extent  was  keeping 
the  Albanians  in  check.  To  do  so 
would  be  to  aggravate  the  danger 
of  the  situation,  and  he  hoped  that 
they  would  hear  that  the  Government 
would  do  all  that  was  possible  to 
dissuade  the  Turks  from  such  a  course. 


He  was  afraid  that  a  great  many  shocking 
and  cruel  things  were  being  done  on  both 
sides,  but  he  would  ask  the  House  to 
remember,  when  stories  of  atrocities  were 
brought  to  this  country,  that  it  was  largely 
Europe  itself  that  was  to  blame  for  the  state 
of  things  in  these  provinces. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  the  Treaty  of 
Berlin  was  concluded,  under  which  there 
were  schemes  of  reform  settled  for  these 
provinces,  which,  if  carried  out,  would 
have  removed  the  evils  that  had  followed 
and  the  present  deplorable  state  of  things. 
Nothing  had  ever  been  done  to  carry  out 
those  schemes  of  reform.  He  mentioned 
this  not  only  for  the  sake  of  asking  the 
House  to  bear  in  mind  the  provocation 
given  by  the  non-fulfilment  of  promises, 
but  to  warn  them  of  the  results  which 
necessarily  followed  when  a  question 
which  was  full  of  peril  and  which  in- 
volved so  much  misery  to  a  suffering 
population  waa  perpetually,  from  time  to 
time,  adjourned.  If  the  steps  had  been 
taken  in  1878  which  Europe  pledged 
itself  to  take,  they  would  not  have  had 
these  twenty-five  years'  of  misery  nor  the 
dangerous  ; position  in  which  Eastern 
Europe  now  stood.  He  could  not  help 
hoping,  if  the  present  dangers  were  sur- 
mounted, if  the  insurrection  was  reduced 
or  quelled,  and  some  sort  of  order  and 
peace  was  restored,  that  the  two  Powers 
principally  concerned — Austria  and  Russia 
—  would  not  be  satisfied  with  the  feeble 
attempt  which  was  made  to  introduce 
reforms  some  six  or  eight  months  ago, 
and  which  were  never  effectively  carried 
out,  because  no  proper  powers  were  given 
to  the  official  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
administration ;  but  that  they  would 
endeavour  to  do  something  which  would 
give  some  promise  of  a  permanent  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  and  which,  for  the 
next  few  years  at  any  rate,  would  enable 
the  people  to  live  with  something  ap- 
proaching peace  and  security.  He  should 
like  to  ask  His  Majesty's  Government 
whether  they  could  give  any  further 
information  with  regard  to  the  existing 
state  of  things ;  and  whether  they  could 
give  any  indication  of  the  news  they  had 
obtained,  the  course  they  proposed  to 
take,  and  the  course,  which,  so  far  as 
they  knew,  was  likely  to  be  taken  by  the 
Tiu:ks  on  the  one  hand  and  by  Austria 
and  Russia  on  the  other.  He  could  well 
understand  that  the  Government  would 
not  do  well  to  go  far  in  disclosing  their 
views,  but,  inasmuch  as  the  House  was 
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separating  for  some  months,  and  they 
might  have  no  opportunity  of  referring 
to  the  question  again,  it  was  only  right 
that  this  opportunity  should  be  given  to 
the  Government  of  stating  the  views  they 
entertained  and,  if  possible,  of  indicat- 
ing the  course  they  would  follow. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  lam  afraid  I 
have  little  to  say  to  the  House  of  a  re- 
assuring or  consolatory  character  as  to 
the  news  which  reaches  us  from 
Macedonia.  That  portion  of  Europe 
has  been  long  a  source  of  difficulty  and 
anxiety  to  European  statesmen;  and  I 
am  not  going  to  follow  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  his  criticism  of  the  action, 
or  perhaps  I  ought  to  say,  the  inaction, 
of  Europe  during  the  five-and-twenty 
years  which  have  elapsed  since  the 
Treaty  of  Berlin  was  signed.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  knows  as  well  as  any- 
body the  extreme  difficulties  that  attach 
to  the  problem  which  Europe  then  set 
itself  to  settle ;  and  though  1  should  be 
the  first  to  admit  the  little  success  with 
which  those  efforts  have  been  met,  I 
do  not  think  that  critics  of  European 
diplomacy  ought  to  forget  the  extra- 
ordinary and  complex  difficulties  with 
which  the  task  is  surrounded.  As  the 
House  knows,  it  is  not  merely  a  question 
of  dealing  with  the  misrule  of  the 
dominant  Government ;  it  is  a  question 
which  raises  local  and  national  animos- 
ities, not  alone  among  Mahomedans, 
but  among  the  Christians  in  the  areas 
concerned  ;  and  it  is  also  a  question 
which  touches  to  the  quick  some  of  the 
most  complicated  problems  of  large 
European  diplomacy.  These  are  great 
aggravations  of  a  deep-seated  disease; 
and  much  as  I  deplore,  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  total  unsuccess  which 
so  far  has  attended  the  efforts  of  Europe 
to  relieve  the  situation,  I  mention  it  with 
more  regret  than  I  do  with  surprise.  I 
confess  that  I  had  hoped,  and  still  hope, 
that  the  more  modest  and  simpler  plan, 
Thich  we  have  recently  desired  to  aid  to 
the  best  of  our  ability,  may  be  more 
happy  in  its  result — I  mean  the  simpler 
plan  of  admitting  that  it  is  Russia  and 
Austria  who  are  chiefly  concerned  in  this 
problem,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
rest  of  Europe  rather  to  support  them, 

Mr,  Bryce, 


and  to  further  their  ends,  so  long  as  we 
are  convinced  that  those  ends  are  directed, 
in  no  ambitious  spirit,  to  the  ameUora- 
tion  of  the  population,  and  further  them 
all  the  more  heartily  because  the  adminis- 
trative reforms  which  they  have  suggested 
— doubtless  totally  inadequate  as  a  final 
solution  of  the  question — may,  neverthe- 
less, from  their  very  modesty,  be  more 
easy  of  adaptation  and  of  adoption.  It 
is,  unfortunately,  true  that  the  disorders 
which  have  prevailed  in  Macedonia  ever 
since  Russia  and  Austria  took  this  (dan 
in  hand,  have  made  it  almost  impossible, 
with  the  best  will  in  the  world,  to  do 
anything  very  important  or  very  far- 
reaching  in  the  direction  even  of 
carrying  out  that  measure  of  refornL 
And  I  am  afraid  we  have  sorely  to  admit 
that  it  is  these  very  insurrectionary  and 
revolutionary  bands  themselves  who  have 
been  one  of  the  chief  obstacles  to  the 
success  of  the  joint  schemes  of  Russia  and 
Austria,  which  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and,  I  think,  all  the  Governments 
of  Europe,  are  anxious  to  the  best  of  their 
ability  to  further.  I  have  to  admit  that 
the  picture  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  painted  of  the  condition  of  the 
peasantry  in  Macedonia,  lurid  as  it  was, 
was  not  painted  in  colours  too  dark  for 
the  situation.  The  lot  of  these  unhappy 
people — many  of  them  Bulgarians,  some 
Servians,  some  Greeks,  and  Roumanians, 
belonging  to  different  sections  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  belonging  by  blood 
to  different  nationalities — has  been, 
between  the  outrages  deliberately  plaiuied 
by  those  revolutionary  bodies  of  men  and 
the  licence  of  the  Turkish  troops,  a 
miserable  one  indeed.  So  far,  I  believe 
that  the  historic  truth  requires  us  to  say 
that  the  balance  of  criminality  lies  rather 
with  the  revolutionary  bands  than  with 
the  Turkish  troops ;  and  everything  His 
Majesty's  Government  can  do  to  impress 
upon  the  Porte  the  absolute  necessity  of 
keeping  the  troops  in  hand,  and  every 
assistance  we  can  give  to  the  Porte  in 
carrying  out  that  object,  will  be  given. 
I  believe  the  Porte  is  as  keenly  alive,  I 
will  not  say  to  the  humanitarian  side  of 
the  question,  as  we  are,  but  to  the 
absolute  necessity,  from  the  political  side, 
of  repressing  any  excesses  on  the  part  of 
the  Turkish  troops — not  a  very  easy  task, 
let  me  say,  when  there  is  a  deliberate 
attempt  made  by  provoking  such  excesses 
to  compel  overt  European  intervention 
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I  am  convinced  the  Porte  is  sincerely 
desirous  of  carrying  out  this  policy,  which 
is  not  merely  a  policy  of  humanity,  but  a 
policy  of  obvious  wisdom.  At  all  events, 
such  influence  as  we  have  will  be  exerted 
strenuously  and  without  intermission  in 
that  direction.  We  have,  unfortunately, 
no  corresponding  authority  with  the 
revolutionary  bands.  Their  deliberate 
and,  I  believe,  avowed,  object  is  to  make 
the  condition  of  Macedonia  so  intolerable 
that  there  must  be,  at  whatever  cost  to 
the  general  peace  of  the  world,  some 
intervention  on  the  part  of  Austria  or 
Russia,  or  both.  That  is  not  the  policy 
which  we  desire  to  foster.  The  policy 
which  we  desire  to  further  is  the  one  I 
have  described,  which  I  think  meets  with 
the  general  sympathy  of  the  House,  and 
is  probably  in  conformity  with  the  views 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  and 
that  is,  to  aid  Austria  and  Russia  in 
introducing  those  elementary  principles 
of  sound  government  which,  far  as  they 
may  be  removed  from  what  we  should 
ourselves  desire  to  see,  and  which,  perhaps, 
we  may  some  day  live  to  see,  is  yet 
probably  the  best  plan  of  dealing  in  the 
immediate  future  with  the  deep-seated 
evils  of  these  most  unhappy  portions  of 
the  European  nations. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  the  whole 
House  would  regret  that  on  this  occasion 
tihe  Prime  Minister  had  not  received  the 
assistance  of  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  AflTairs  in  this  debate,  and  it 
was  partly  for  the  purpose  of  allowing 
the  ngbt  hon.  Gentleman  to  reply  to  the 
further  portions  of  the  debate  that  he 
proposed  to  move  a  reduction.  In  dis- 
cussing Class  5  or  any  of  these  classes  on 
Report  they  ha  1  to  discuss  at  once,  all  the 
various  items  which  that  class  contained 
80  far  as  it  was  desirable  to  discuss  them 
at  all,  and  so  speak  only  once,  so  that  the 
whole  of  the  subjects  on  which  it  was 
desired  to  speak  must  be  treated  at  one 
time.  The  large  question  of  policy 
raised  by  his  hon.  friend  had  been  disposed 
of.  There  were  other  questions  on  which 
they  felt  very  strongly,  some  of  which 
were  of  an  unusual  or  a  biennial 
character  and  were  continually  arising, 
but  the  question  upon  which  he  propos^ 
to  move  the  reduction  was  one  which  was 
greatly  deserving  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  was  now  raised  for  the  first  time. 


A  short  time  ago  a  Resolution  was  moved 
in  this  House  with  regard  to  the  Congo 
Free  State,  and  that  ^solution  as  passed 
admitted  the  evils  of  that  State  with 
regard  both  to  monopoly  and  the 
natives.  At  that  time  an  answer  had  been 
given  by  the  Foreign  Secretary  with  re- 
gard to  some  negotiations  which  were 
supposed  to  be  pending  at  Brussels 
between  our  Foreign  Office  and  the 
Congolese  State  Office  with  regard  to  the 
cession  to  the  Congolese  of  some  portion  < 
of  the  Anglo-Egyptian  sphere  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Bahr-el-Ghazal.  The  House  liad  * 
been  relieved  by  the  statement  then 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  because 
they  understood  from  that,  that  while 
there  might  have  been  some  negotia- 
tions notnin^  was  going  to  be  done. 
They  would  have  anticipated  that 
nothing  would  have  come  of  any 
such  negotiations  because  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Congo  Free  State, 
and  of  the  denunciation  of  its  policy 
by  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this 
country,  and  at  that  very  moment 
it  could  not  be  conceived  that  \ 
we  should  hand  over  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Congo  Free  State  a  number 
of  persom  living  in  the  Anglo  Egyptian 
sphere  of  influence  The  King  of  the 
Belgians,  as  Sovereign  of  the  Congo 
Free  State,  was  in  temporary  occupa- 
tion on  lease  of  the  liado  enclave, 
but  that  lease  was  a  lease  strictly 
limited  to  the  life  of  the  present 
Sovereign  of  the  Congo  Free  State ;  it 
was  a  lease  that  would  not  have  been 
given  if  they  had  known  what  they 
did  now ;  and  given  the  fact  that  the 
life  of  the  Sovereign  of  the  Congo  Free 
State  was  not  what  was  known  as  a 
good  life,  he  being  an  old  man,  it  was 
a  very  difl'erent  thing  to  contemplate  a 
lease  given  on  the  life  of  an  aged 
Sovereign,  and  to  contemplate  the 
cession  of  a  portion  of  the  Anglo- 
Egyptian  sphere  of  influence  for  ever. 
What  he  wanted  to  ask  the  Government 
was  how  matters  stood  at  the  present 
time,  and  if  they  were  going  to  carry 
out  those  negotiations.  If  they  were, 
then  the  House  ought  to  warn  the 
Government  of  the  responsibility  they 
would  incur  in  handing  over  to  the 
Congo  Free  State  any  portion  of  the 
Anglo  -  Egyptian  sphere  of  influence. 
These  doubts  had  been  raised  by  what 
had  been  said  by  the  Prime  Minister  in 
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the  last  few  days.  This  Question  had 
been  put  by  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Carnarvon,  Eifion,  "What  is  the 
result  of  the  negotiations  for  the 
transfer  of  part  of  the  6ahr-el-  hazal 
to  the  Congo  Free  State ;  and  whether 
any,  and,  if  so,  what,  steps  have  been 
taken  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the 
inhabitants  as  to  the  proposed  transfer/' 
In  reply  to  that  Question,  the  Prime 
Minister  gave  an  answer  which  suggested 
that  some  such  transfer  of  territory  wafc 
in  contemplation.  The  Congo  Free  State 
had  been  denounced  as  guilty  of  the 
charges  brought  against  it ;  the  House  had 
unanimously  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  proceedings  of  that  State  were  contrary 
to  the  Act  bv  which  it  was  created ; 
the  Cabinet,  Dy  whom  the  lease  was 
granted,  had  admitted  that  it  was  a 
temporary  lease,  and  that  it  would  not 
have  been  grantee  had  the  circumstances 
with  which  the  Committee  were  now 
familiar  been  then  known;  and  in  the 
face  of  all  these  facts  he  thought  the 
House  ought  to  force  on  the  Government 
a  declaration  that  no  such  permanent 
transfer  of  territory  to  the  Congolese 
Cjovernment  should  be  perpetrated. 

Upon  this  Vote  there  also  arose  ques- 
tions connected  with  that  miscellaneous 
collection  of  protectorates  which,  in  his 
opinion,  indefinitely  extended  the  charges 
upon  this  country  without  any  commensu- 
rate result.  The  recent  Report — "  Africa, 
No.  9,  Memorandum  " — showing  the 
position  of  the  four  African  Protectorates 
administered  by  the  Foreign  Office, 
presented  a  miserable  financial  picture. 
Vast  sums  of  money  had  been  sunk  by 
this  country  in  the  virtual  annexation 
of  these  protectorates,  but  the  prospect 
of  any  return  was  remote.  The  protec- 
torates were  mostly  inland  countries, 
growing  tropical  produce  of  the  same 
kind  as  the  West  Indies,  and  if  the  West 
Indies,  with  a  good  climate,  fertile  soil, 
and  magnificent  geographical  positions, 
could  not  be  made  to  pay,  he  feared  we 
should  never  make  these  internal  pro- 
tectorates pay.  In  order  to  procure  cheap 
labour,  what  was  virtually  a  system  of 
slavery  had  been  set  up.  In  connection 
with  the  Protectorate  of  Zanzibar,  the 
Government  had  year  after  year  been 
asked  what  steps  they  were  taking  to  get 
rid  of  the  system  of  slavery,  of  which  we 
forced  the  recent  Zanzibar  Local  Grovern- 
ment  to  proclaim  the  abolition,  but  which 
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we  had  not  ourselves  abolished.  Since 
the  matter  was  discussed  last  year,  the 
Report— "Africa  No.  6  (1902) "—had 
been  laid  before  the  House,  in  which  Mr. 
Farler,  who  was  described  as  "His 
Highness'  Commissioner,"  related  the 
steps  he  had  taken  "  to  search  for  and 
collect  all  vagrants  and  masterless  men," 
who  were  "  at  once  sent  off  to  pick  cloves.*^ 
"By  these  various  means,*  said  Mr. 
Farler,  "we  soon  had  a  large  body  of 
labour  available."  Although  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Sugar  Convention, 
Zanzibar  and  Pemba  constituted  a  foreign 
country,  it  could  not  be  denied  that  the 
authorities  were  directly  responsible  to 
the  Foreign  Office,  and  by  their  acts, 
both  in  the  time  of  the  recent  Govern- 
ment, and  since  the  government  had  been 
directly  in  their  own  hands,  the  Foreign 
Office  hadassumed  the  fullest  responsibility 
for  the  system  of  slavery  which  continued 
to  exist  in  the  country.  Year  by  year 
the  Foreign  Office  related  with  some  com- 
placency the  steps  which  had  been  taken 
to  put  down  the  system,  but  the  shameful 
fact  remained  that  slavery  still  con- 
tinued. As  regarded  the  East  Africa 
Protectorate,  on  page  28  of  the  Report 
of  His  Majesty's  Commissioner,  there 
appeared  the  following  statement  by  Sir 
C.  Eliot  :— 

**  I  have  never  hesitated  to  publicly  express 
my  regret  at  this  recognition  of  slaveiy,  but 
it  must  be  remembered  that  two  principles  are 
involved,  namely,  the  freedom  of  the  indi- 
vidual in  British  or  quasi-British  possessions, 
and  the  sanctity  of  British  promises.  Now» 
when  we  first  occupied  the  Coast  we  promised 
the  Arabs  to  respect  the  institutions  of  Mahom- 
medanism,  including  domestic  slavery.*' 

Time  after  time  it  had  been  shown  in 
the  House  that  nobody  had  power  to 
make  such  a  promise,  and  that  no  such 
promise  was  understood  to  have  been 
made,  but  as  the  House  did  not  always 
remember  previous  debates  he  would 
quote  a  letter,  which  had  appeared  since 
the  debate  of  last  year,  from  Bishop 
Tucker,  who,  though  not  now  respon- 
sible for  these  districts,  had  been,  and 
knew  them  as  well  as  anybody,  and  bad 
been  mixed  up  in  the  controversy  on 
this  subject.  In  this  letter,  addressed  to 
the  Undei^Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Bishop  Tucker  said — 

"There  are  those  who,  as  you  observe,  do 
not  look  upon  Sir  Lloyd  Mathews's  words  as  a 
pledge.  I  am  among  that  number.  I  wa» 
present  at  the  Baraza  when  they  were  spoken, 
and  certainly  never  connected  them  with  the 
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question  of  slavery.  But  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment I  am  Willi og  to  assume  that  they  do 
constitute  a  pledee.  We  have,  however,  on 
the  other  side  a  pledge,  distinct  and  definite  in 
its  term«,  given  by  Sir.  Balfour  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  In  my  previous  letter  I  quoted 
the  words,  and  therefore  will  not  repeat  them. 
That  they  were  regarded  by  the  Government 
as  a  pledge  is  proved  by  Mr.  Curzon's  words, 
spoken  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  year  later — 
early  in  1898.  Evidently  referring  to  Mr. 
Balfour's  speech  in  June,  1897,  he  said — *■  Then 
as  regards  the  mainland,  a  pledge  was  given 
last  year  that  at  the  earliest  possible  date  the 
abolition  of  slavery  would  be  carried  out  on  the 
maiuland.'" 


He  denied  that  any  pledge  to  maintain 
slavery  was  or  could  have  been  given ; 
and  contended  not  only  that  this  coun- 
try was  free  to  abolish  slavery  in  this 
strip  of  territory,  but  tliat  the  time  had 
long  since  come  when  slavery  ought  to 
be  abolished  in  what  was  virtually  a 
British  colony.  It  was  to  be  regretted 
that  into  several  of  these  protectorates 
there  had  been  introduced  the  system  of 
concessions — the  very  system,  although 
doubtless  in  a  mitigated  form,  which  had 
been  condemned  in  the  Congo  Free  State. 
The  replies  to  questions  which  had  been 
put  to  the  Government  showed  that 
concessions  were  being  granted,  which, 
if  not  absolutely  illegal,  were  neverthe- 
less of  such  a  nature  as  to  require  the 
closest  scrutiny  and  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  House.  The  answer  of  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  to  a  Question 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Cambridge  University,  with 
reference  to  a  rubber  concession  to 
an  Italian  firm,  was  that  the  text 
of  the  concession  had  not  yet 
reached  the  Foreign  Office,  thereby 
showing  that  concessions  were  being 
granted  by  the  local  authority.  He 
implored  the  Government,  if  they  could 
not  stop  it  altogether,  to  guard  most 
scrupulously  this  policy  of  granting 
rubber  concessions,  because  unless  it  was 
so  watched  it  was  bound  to  have  the 
frightful  results  which  had  been  seen  in 
the  Congo  Free  State.  The  whole  policy 
with  regard  to  these  protectorates  was 
one  in  which  he  had  never  believed.  In 
his  final  report  on  the  subject,  Sir 
C.  Eliot  expressed  the  hope,  as  regarded 
both  the  interior  of  Uganda  and  British 
East  Africa — 

"  That,   in  view  of    the  really  great  possi- 
bilities offered  for  raising  stock  and  growing 


oom.  His  Majesty's  Government  may  see  their 
way  to  assist  the  establishment  of  these 
industries.'" 

It  was  actually  suggested  that,  after  the 
enormous  sums  of  money  which  had 
been  spent  in  those  protectorates  without 
any  return,  and  the  frightful  waste  \n 
connection  with  the  Uganda  Railway, 
the  British  taxpayer  should  be  called 
upon  to  start  beef  and  corn-growing 
industries.  The  idea  seemed  to  be  that 
we  were  to  make  it  more  difficult  to 
obtain  supplies  from  the  places  from 
which  at  present  it  was  easiest  to  secure 
them,  and  to  spend  money  on  producing 
food  in  districts  so  far  from  the  coast  as 
to  be  of  little  benefit  to  us.  It  was  an 
absurd  idea,  and  there  was  no  prospect, 
as  far  as  he  could  see,  to  justify  any  such 
expenditure.  It  was  true  that  we  could 
not  draw  out  of  our  engagements,  but 
there  was  surely  need  tojproceed  carefully, 
and  not  to  embark  on  new  schemes 
of  expenditure  in  connection  with 
these  protectorates  which  nothing 
in  the  past  or  in  the  prospects  for 
the  future  seemed  to  justify. 

With  regard  to  Cyprus,  he  should  like 
to  ask  a  question.  There  appeared  to 
have  been  a  certain  contention  set  up  in 
regard  to  a  recent  motion,  said  to  have 
been  brought  before  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Cyprus  by  the  Turkish 
member,  of  a  most  curious  descrip- 
tion. The  Turkish  member  moved 
a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  if  it  was 
the  intention  of  England  to  evacuate 
Cyprus  it  should  be  handed  back  to  the 
Turks.  He  did  not  know  that  the  Chair- 
man of  that  assembly  ought  to  have 
allowed  that  question  to  have  been  put ; 
but  he  was  told  that  it  was  put,  and 
it  seemed  to  have  had  the  support  of 
the  official  members.  Any  prudent 
person  would  have  taken  the  view  that 
His  Majesty's  Government,  after  hav- 
ing repeatealy  said  that  they  would  not 
hand  Cyprus  back  to  any  other  rule  but 
ours,  would  not  have  supported  a  motion 
of  that  kind.  The  effect  of  that  motion 
having  been  put  and  voted  for  by  the 
official  members,  was  that  public  opinion 
was  being  inflamed  and  rioting  had 
occurred.  He  also  understood  that  the 
native  members  of  the  Council  had 
only  been  called  once  to  the  meetings 
of  the  Council  since  the  time  they 
were  sworn  in,  and  they  had  never  since 
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been  summoned  to  its  deliberations  dur- 
ing eighteen  months,  although  the 
Council  had  met  several  times  during 
that  period.  He  begged  to  move  a 
reduction  of  this  Vote  by  £1,000. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  * £1,236,998'  and  insert. 
*  £l,235.998.»"-('S^»r  Charles  DUke.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  £1,236,998 
stand  part  of  the  Resolution." 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge 
University)  said  he  desired  to  call 
attention  to  the  whole  policy  of  the 
Foreign  Office  in  regard  to  the  native 
races  in  the  African  Protectorates  for 
which  this  country  was  responsible.  He 
wished  to  know  what  action  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  in  regard  to  the  unani- 
mous Resolution  passed  by  the  House  of 
Commons  to  which  the  rrime  Minister 
and  the  Government  had  given  their 
assent.  The  object  of  those  who  sup- 
ported that  Resolution  was  that  the 
attention  of  the  other  signatory  Powers 
should  be  called  to  the  present  condition 
of  the  Congo  State,  and  that  some  joint 
action  should  bo  suggested  by  the 
Grovernment  in  order  to  mquire  into  the 
serious  allegations  which  had  been  made 
in  regard  to  the  government  of  the 
Congo  State,  and  which  had  hardly  been 
denied  by  anyone.  He  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  would  make  a  statement 
to  the  House  as  to  what  steps  had  been 
taken  in  consequence  of  the  Resolution  of 
the  House,  and  what  prospect  there  was 
of  some  really  practical  step  being  taken 
to  put  an  end  to  the  present  condition  of 
things  in  the  Congo  State.  He  joined 
in  pressing  upon  the  Government  the 
expediency  of  concluding  any  treaty 
with  the  Congo  State  for  the  transfer  of 
any  portion  of  the  Anglo  -  Egyptian 
Protectorate  to  the  Congo  State.  He 
hoped  that,  at  all  events  for  the  present, 
until  these  matters  were  cleared  up, 
if  there  was  any  idea  of  transferring 
any  of  our  Anglo-Egyptian  sphere  of 
influence  to  the  Congo  State  it  would 
be  reconsidered.  Anybody  who  had 
watshed  these  matters  must  be  impressed 
with  the  great  danger  there  was  of  a 
new  species  of  slavery  being  established 
in  Africa.    This   arose  from  the  same 
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cause  as  the  institution  of  foreign  slavery 
itself.  There  was  a  growing  demand  for 
india-rubber  in  Europe,  and  it  was  a 
commodity  of  great  value  which  could 
only  be  collected  by  native  labour,  and 
if  this  question  was  not  watched  by  the 
civilised  Powers  the  system  would  un- 
doubtedly degenerate  into  slavery.  The 
same  thing  happened  in  the  Spanish 
mines  in  America,  where,  notwithstand- 
ing all  the  efforts  made  by  the  enlight- 
ened States,  who  did  their  best  to  pre- 
vent the  system  degenerating  into 
slavery,  it  did  degenerate  into  a  species 
of  slavery  which  proved  to  be  very  cruel 
to  the  natives.  They  had  now  a  speci- 
men of  this  in  the  Congo  State,  where 
the  nece  sity  of  making  the  State  pay 
was  pressed  upon  by  the  persons  who 
administered  it,  and  they  found  that  the 
only  way  to  make  the  Congo  State  pay 
was  by  the  collection  of  rubber-  When 
it  was  found  to  be  impossible  to  persuade 
the  natives  to  devote  themselves  to  the 
collection  of  rubber,  then  began  a  sj^tem 
of  forced  labour  and  skvery  atrocities  of 
every  kind  to  compel  them  to  bring  in 
the  rubber,  which  had  produced  a  state 
of  things  appalling  to  all  modern 
ideas  of  humanity.  Although  the  state 
of  things  was  not  quite  so  bad  as  in  the 
Belgian  Congo,  it  was  nevertheless  fol- 
lowing in  the  same  direction,  and  those 
who  had  watched  these  proceedings 
were  greitly  alarmed.  It  wasthe  same  kind 
of  commercial  policy  which  had  produced 
the  frightful  state  of  things  now  exist- 
ing in  the  Belgian  and  French  Colonies. 
The  regulations  which  had  been  referred 
to  by  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  to  be  effective,  required 
to  be  administered  by  an  independ  nt 
officer  and  watched  with  great  vigilance. 
He  thought  the  collection  of  rubber  as  a 
commercial  policy  was  one  which  ought 
not  to  be  imitated  by  this  House.  If  it 
was  found  neces-ary  to  continue  this 
policy,  it  should  be  most  carefully 
watched  by  the  Home  Government, 
and  everything  that  went  on  there 
reported,  because  in  this  House  the 
proceedings  both  of  the  commercial 
bodies  who  collected  the  rubber  and 
the  Government  officials  who  controlled 
it  would  be  very  jealously  watched,  and 
he  trusted  that  might  prevent  any  de- 
generation into  such  practices  as  existed 
in   other  parts  of   the  Congo.     He  also 
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wished  to  call  attention  to  the  experi- 
ment which  was  going  on  in  Nyasaaland 
in  reference  to  the  transfer  of  native 
labour  from  that  protectorate  to  the 
Transvaal  Colony.  They  had  no  infor- 
mation as  to  what  the  permanent  regula- 
tions were  going  to  be  in  Nyassaland 
Protectorate.  He  did  not  think  the 
regulation  which  specified  the  conditions 
under  which  labour  might  be  engaged 
within  the  protectorate  were  at  all  suffi- 
cient to  procure  the  proper  treatment  of 
natives  when  they  were  sent  outside  the 
protection  of  the  State  to  which  they 
belonged  into  other  colonies. 

If  they  contrasted  the  elaborate  arrange- 
ments and  safeguards  re^jxiing  the  ex- 
portation of  cooSes  from  British  colonies 
to  other  countries  with  the  very  perfimc- 
toiy  arrangements  to  which  he  was  now 
calling  attention,  he  thought  the  Gk)vern- 
ment  would  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
if  this  experiment  in  the  exportation  of 
native  labour  was  to  continue,  very  much 
more  careful  and  elaborate  regulations 
would  be  necessary.  He  should  like  in 
particular  to  call  attention  to  one  part,  of 
the  present  system  which  was  very  far 
from  sufficient.  It  would  be  remembered 
that  1,000  natives  were  sent  as  an  ex- 
periment to  the  Transvaal  colony.  It 
was  stated  in  this  House  that  they  all 
had  the  nature  of  their  engagement  ex- 
plained to  them  by  an  officisd  or  ii^^s- 
trate  of  the  Nyassaland  Protectorate.  The 
regulations  required  that  a  magistrate 
was  not  to  approve  of  an  agreement  under 
which  a  native  was  engaged  to  serve  else- 
where than  in  the  protectorate  unless  he 
was  satisfied  that  the  labourer  or  the 
porter  fully  understood  iho  nature  of  the 
service,  the  distance  to  be  travelled,  and 
such  other  conditions  of  service  as 
might  seem  to  him  proper  to  be  under- 
stood. That  seemed  perfectly  sensible 
where  porters  were  engaged  to  accom- 
pany an  expedition  in  Nyassaland,  or  a 
traveller  going  in  search  of  big  game,  or 
anything  of  that  kind.  But  how  was  a 
magistrate  in  Nyassala  nd  to  explain  to  a 
native  such  a  thing  as  underground 
labour  in  a  gold  mine  1  The  magistrate 
had  probably  never  been  in  one,  and  the 
native  had  no  idea  of  the  kind  of  labour 
he  was  engaging  for.  He  had  read  in  the 
newspapei-s— he  did  not  know  whether 
the  statement  was  authentic  —  that 
no  less  than  100  of  the  Nyassaland 
natives  had    been    brought   before   the 


magistrate  at  Johannesburg  and  had 
declared  that  they  were  unacquainted 
with  the  kind  of  labour  to  which  they 
were  going  to  be  put.  They  declined  to 
go  underground,  and  said  they  were  not 
informed  when  engaged  of  the  nature  of 
the  work.  They  were  all  sent  to  jail 
because  they  would  not  fulfil  their  con- 
tract, which,  it  was  said,  was  explained 
to  them.  If  anything  like  a  regular 
deportation  of  labour  from  Nyassaland 
was  to  take  place  he  thought  some 
further  regulations  and  precautions 
would  have  to  be  taken  in  order  to  secure 
that  the  natives  who  were  engaged  really 
knew  what  they  were  engaging  them- 
selves to.  The  natives  required  a  kind  of 
protection  which  Europeans  or  highly 
civilised  men  did  not  want,  audit  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  of  the  pro- 
tectorate to  see  when  they  were  brought 
before  a  magistrate  to  sign  a  paper  that 
they  really  knew  before  signing  that  they 
were  going  to  engage  themselves  for 
underground  labour  in  a  foreign  country. 

Another  question  he  wished  to  ask  was 
— What  steps  are  to  be  taken  to  secure 
that  the  results  of  this  experiment  will 
be  adequately  brought  before  this  House 
and  the  country  ?  The  thousand  natives 
who  had  gone  to  work  in  the  Transvaal 
mines  had  gone  notoriously  as  an  experi- 
ment. It  was  stated  in  this  Hou^e  that 
the  Foreign  Office  most  reluctantly  gave 
its  consent  to  the  experiment  being  tried. 
Pressure  was,  no  doubt,  brought  to  bear 
by  other  Departments  of  the  Govemmentj 
and  the  Foreign  Office  were  induced  to 
agree  to  it  as  an  experiment.  He  thought 
the  Foreign  Office  themselves  must  take 
some  steps  to  have  reported  the  results 
of  the  experiment.  He  did  not  under- 
stand that  these  natives  were  being 
watched  by  any  official  representing  the 
Foreign  Office  in  Johannesburg.  The 
statement  was  made  that  a  great  many 
had  fallen  ill,  and  that  many  of  them 
had  died.  What  he  wanted  was  that  the 
House  of  Commons  should  have,  on  the 
authority  of  the  Foreign  Office  and  the 
Government  next  session,  some  informa- 
tion as  to  how  the  thousand  natives  had 
fared  in  Johannesburg ;  how  many  were 
put  in  prison  because  they  did  not  under- 
stand the  nature  of  the  contract ;  how 
many  died  ;  how  many  became  sick  ;  and 
how  many  had  returned  to  Nyassaland 
with  their  wages.      He  hoped  that  steps. 
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if  not  already  taken,  would  be  taken  to 
secure  that  the  results  of  the  experiment 
would  be  placed  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  that  no  additional  natives 
would  be  exported  from  Nyassaland  to 
work  in  Transvaal  mines  until  it  was 
known  that  no  material  injury  could 
take  place  to  them  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  responsible. 

Mr  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field), said  he  wished  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  a  question  arising  out  of  the 
Memorandum,  "Africa,  No.  9  (1903)," 
issued  by  the  Foreign  Office,  dealing  with 
the  Somaliland  Protectorate.  In  that 
document  they  had  clearly  and  definitely 
for  the  first  time  a  statement  of  what  the 
(Jovernment  were  really  fighting  for  in 
Somaliland.  It  appeared  that  the  policy 
now  was  entirely  the  reverse  of  the  policy 
declared  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  when 
Somaliland  was  taken  over  by  this  country. 
Then  our  policy  was  to  protect  those  who 
dwelt  in  Somaliland  against  the  raiding  of 
the  Abyssinians,  and  up  to  the  present 
time  the  House  had  been  in  the  very  un- 
fortunate position  of  not  quite  knowing 
what  we  were  fighting  for  and  endangering 
the  lives  of  our  orave  troops  in  that  region. 
He  asked  whether,  in  this  document* issued 
by  the  Foreign  Office,  the  true  policy  was 
declared,  and  whether  the  Government 
had  no  better  and  higher  policy  than  that 
which  had  been  laid  down  by  the  Foreign 
Office  in  their  own  Report.     They  said — 

*•  In  present  circumstances,  it  is  useless  to 
forecast  the  future  of  the  protectorate,  but  it 
is  not  impossible  that  the  military  operations 
will  leave  behind  them  assets  in  the  way  of 
wells  and  improved  mt^ans  of  communication 
which  may  lead  to  the  future  development  of 
the  little  known  resources  of  the  country." 

The  following  sentence  was  one  in  which 
the  Foreign  Office  seemed  to  take  great 
pride — 

"  There  have,  indeed,  already  been  api)1ica- 
tions  for  concessions  to  work  mica  and  fibres 
and  for  licences  to  prospect  for  minerals." 

According  to  the  Foreign  Office  Report, 
therefore,  the  real  thing  we  were  fighting 
for  was  to  give  concessions  to  Stock  Ex- 
change speculators.  The  Report  stated 
that  one  of  the  assets  would  be  the  wells. 
The  wells  were  a  means  of  living  for  the 
natives  themselves,  and  were  we  going  to 
take  the  wells  and  form  them  into  limited 
companies  for  the  supply  of  waterworks  1 
He  really  thought  the  Committee  ought 

Sir  John  Gorst. 


to  have  some  explanation  of  the  policy  in 
Somaliland.  His  own  impression  was  that 
if  we  got  back  to  the  true  policy  of  pro- 
tecting the  natives,  as  declared  some  years 
ago,  we  should  very  soon  find  some  way 
by  which  war  would  be  stopped. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Poplar)  said  that  there  was  a  strong 
feeling,  not  only  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  in  the  country,  in  regard  to  our  action, 
both  moral  and  commercial,  in  the  Congo. 
He  was  quite  sure  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  Government  would  be 
very  ill-advised  if  they  went  contrary  to 
public  opinion  in  this  matter,  and  if  they 
carried  out  what  was  alleged  to  be  their 
policy.  He  trusted  it  was  not  correctly 
stated  that  they  were  coming  to  some 
arrangement  with  the  Congo  State  where- 
by a  portion  of  what  was  British  territory 
would  be  handed  over  in  perpetuity  to 
the  Congo  State  in  exchange  for  what 
was  a  mere  temporary  lease  of  another 
portion  of  territory.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  hold  their  hand,  unless 
they  could  show  a  very  strong  case  for 
acting  otherwise,  until  they  had,  as  pro- 
mised, co-operated  with  other  States  and 
brought  pressure  to  bear  in  order  that 
there  might  be  some  alleviation  on  ques- 
tions of  humanity  and  monopoly  in  the 
Congo  State.  His  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Cambridge  University  had 
raised  the  question  of  labour  in  British 
East  Africa  and  Central  Africa. 

He  had  been  reading  a  Report  by  Mr. 
Marsden,  of  the  East  African  Protec- 
torate, who  took  a  very  broad-minded 
view  of  our  duty  in  regard  to  the  native 
labour  question.  That  official  would  not 
allow  any  recruiting  of  natives  in  East 
Africa  for  South  African  mines  on  any 
condition  whatever.  Further  information 
was  wanted  in  regard  to  the  point  raised 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member 
for  Cambridge  University.  It  had  been 
raised  a  little  time  ago  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Norfolk,  viz.,  the  experiment 
that  was  to  be  tried  of  recruiting  1,000 
natives  in  Nyassaland  for  the  South 
African  mines.  According  to  the  infor- 
mation given  to  him — although  he  could 
not  vouch  for  its  absolute  accuracy — 350 
out  of  the  proposed  1,000  were  actually 
recruited  and  were  taken  down  to  Johan- 
nesburg. Of  these,  68  refused  to  work 
underground  because,  they  said,  they  were 
not  aware  that  they  had  been  recruited  for 
underground  labour.     It  was  quite  clear 
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that  the  difficulty  of  explaining  to  the 
natives  of  Nyassaland  made  it  quite  prob- 
able that  they  did  not  understand  they 
were  to  work  underground,  as  there  was  no 
such  labour  in  their  own  land.  The 
magistrate,  however,  did  not   take   that 


£400,000,  and  for  the  coming  year  it  was 
estimated  at  £550,000.  Against  that 
there  was  an  increase  of  revenue  from 
£132,000  to  £140,000.  They  were  told 
that  as  soon  as  the  country  passed  into 
British  control,  and  the  railway  was  made. 


view,  and  these  68  men  were  fined  in  £1  |  the  expenditure  would  be  diminished  and 


each  and  sent  to  prison  for  a  fortnight. 
He  believed  that  the  remainder  of  the 
original  350  had  since  absolutely  declined 
to  go  underground.  This  was  a  very  serious 
matter  to  the  men  if  they  had  been  recruited 


the  revenue  increased.  Instead  of  that, 
the  expenditure  had  increased  to £550,000, 
but  there  was,  in  addition  to  that, 
£250,000  interest  on  the  sinking  fund  for 
the  railway,  or  a  total  expenditure  of 


under  false  representations  ;  and  it  would   £800,000,  and  a  revenue  of  £140,000, 


be  of  advantage  to  future  recruiting  if 
misunderstandings  could  be  avoided  be- 
tween the  natives  and  the  recruiters.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wouldgive 
the  House  lull  information  on  the  point. 

There  was  a  limited  portion  of  the  East 
African  Protectorate  kno^  as  the  Ten-    i^^^H  onVb^m^rto^^^^^^ 
mile  Stnp  under  direct  British  control,  '^•<.  y^      .    .  '^ 

in  which  slavery  still  prevailed.  The 
Foreign  Office  had  been  left  behind  by 
public  opinion,  both  inside  and  outside  the  ^,,^^  ^  ^  ,,^„^  ^^ 
House,  on  this  question  of  taking  sterner  \  ^ents  should  be  carried  on  slowly, 
and  stncter  measures  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  on  that  Ten-mile  Strip.  His 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Forest  ^ 

of    Dean  stated  that  Sir  Charles  Eliot  j  tion  would  be  given  as  to  the  situation 


leaving  £700,000  to  be  spent  by  the 
British  taxpayer  for  the  upkeep  of  these 
protectorates.  Sir  Charles  Eliot,  in  his 
Report,  looked  forward  to  a  largely  in- 
creased instead  of  a  diminished  expendi- 
ture, because  the  railway  was  of  no  prac- 
tical use  for  revenue-producing  purposes. 


iiig  the  country,and  by  establishing  indus 
tries.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
look  seriously  into  this  matter,  and 
attempt  to  reduce  expenditure.     Develop- 


*Mr.  REGIN  ALDLUC  AS(Port8mouth) 
said  he  hoped  some  satisfactory  explana- 


gave  as  the  reason  for  not  taking  action 
that  certain  British  promises   were    in-  ■ 
volved.      This     particular     question    of  1 
British  promises  had  been  discussed  more 
than  once,  and  it  had  been  shown  in  a 
letter  to  The  Times,   by   the   late  Lord  i 
Kimberley,  who  was  supposed  to  be  re- 1 
sponsible  for  these  promises,  that  they 
did  not  refer  to  slavery  at  all,  but  to  the 
religious  question.     Definite  plede:es  had  ' 
been   given   by  the  Foreign  Office  that ; 
slavery  in  that  region  would  disappear  ;  | 
but    the    official   representatives  of  the  i 
British  Government  told  them   to   wait 
patiently,  and  the  inevitable  collapse  of  i 
slavery  would  come.     They  had  waited 
for  more  than  ten  years  for  this  consum- 
mation, and  it*  was  rather  too  much  to 
ask  them  to  wait  longer.     He  hoped  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  able 
to  give  the  House  some  satisfaction  by  stat- 


in Somaliland.  As  he  understood  it,  the 
tribes  which  we  had  undertaken  to  pro- 
tect had  been  raided,  and  that  we  were 
bound  to  protect  them.  From  the  n- 
formation  he  had  received  from  Somali- 
land,  he  recognised  that  there  were  great 
difficulties  in  the  situation.  A  friend  of 
his  wrote  that  a  letter  had  been  received 
from  the  Mullah,  in  which  he  said: — 
"  What  are  you  doing  here  1  Silver  and 
gold  have  [none,  nor  walled  cities.  I  have 
naught  but  stones  and  ant-hills ;  and 
the  sun  is  hot.  Why  are  you  here  1  ** 
As  his  friend  remarked,  all  these  state- 
I  ments  were  true.  The  position  was  very 
'  difficult,  and  under  the  circumstances 
j  he  thought  the  Government  had  not 
shown  any  want  of  energy.  He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  able 
to  say   that   there  was    every  prospect 


ing  that  the  Foreign  Office  were  going  to  !  ^^    ?  ^P^®^)'  .»°^  successful  termination 
keep  their  pledge  on  thisimportant  matter.    ^  *^®  operations  in  that  country. 

As  to  the  financial  position  of  the  Uganda  ;  Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  said 
and  the  East  African  Protectorates,  which  he  wished  to  refer  to  the  North  Sea 
were  practically  one,  he  confessed  that  it  j  fisheri^.  and  also  to  the  trawling  fishing 
was  a  source  of  the  greatest  disappoint- ,  jn  the  Moray  Firth.  A  conference 
ment,  after  all  the  prophecies  and  pro- j  considered  these  questions  in  Christiania ; 
mises  which  had  been  made.  The  total  |  and  he  wished  to  ask  whether  the 
expenditure  in  1902  was,  in  round  figures.    Foreign   Office  had  taken  any  further 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


711      Supply-'Civil  Services  and      {COMMONS}       Bevenue  Depts,  Estimates.       712 


action,  in  conn  ction  witii  other  Powers, 
regarding  them.    They  were  questions 
of    vital    importance    to    the    fishing 
population    in    these    countries.    With 
reference  to  Egypt,  he  asked  a  question 
the  other  day  as  to  whether  the  policy 
of  the  Government  remained  unchanged ; 
and  the  reply  was  that  there  was  no 
change  of  policy.     He  had  occasion  to 
cill  the  attention  of  the  Under-Secretary 
for  Foreign)!  Affairs   to  Lord   Cromer's 
Report,  in  which  the  limited  accommoda- 
tion for  the  insane  in  Egypt  was  referred 
to.    There  was  only  one  asylum  in  the 
whole    country,   and    that  could    only 
accommodate  2,000  patients,  the  result 
being  that   many  ol  them   had  to  be 
hberated  much  sooner  than  they  should. 
He  could  cite  cases  where  lunatics  were 
at  large,  to  the  terror  of  the  native 
population    as    well    as    to   their  own 
danger.     He  hoped  the  Foreign  Office 
would  take  steps  in  this  matter;  and 
that  it  would  receive  the  consideration 
it  deserved.    He  also  wished  to  mention 
another    question,   viz.,    the    stringent 
regulations    which   had    been    laid    on 
pilgrims    from    Egypt    to    Mecca,   the 
result   being  that   last    year  only  two 
pilgrims   went  to  Mecca,  as  compared 
with     thousands     in     previous    years. 
Nothing  touched  people  more  than  to 
strike  at   their    religion;    and,   as   an 
enormous     number    of    Mohammedans 
were  British  subjects,  he  sincerely  trusted 
tliat    the    Foreign   Office     would  take 
steps    to     have     these     rules    relaxed 
in     order     that     trouble     might      be 
avoided     in     E^gypt.      This     country 
could    not  affor^i   to   have  any  trouble 
in  Egypt  ^  and  it  would  be  a  sorry  day 
for   England   if   Egypt  were  given  up. 
It  was  better  under  British  control  than 
under  the  control  of  any  other  Power ; 
but    it    should    be    administered    satis- 
factorily.    He  thought  it  desirable  to  call 
attention  to  these  matters  on  the  present 
occasion,  because,  when  he   had  offered 
Questions    on    the    subject,    they    were 
refused  at  the  Table. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  discuss  whether  Questions  were,  or 
were  not,  properly  refused  at  the  Table. 

Mr.  weir  said  he  did  not  wish  to 
dwell  on  the  matter,  although,  if  his  Ques- 
tions had  been  accepted,  the  time  of  the 

Mr.  Weir, 


House  might  have  been  saved.  He  was 
sorry  the  noble  Lord  the  Under-Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs  was  not  able  to 
be  present;  but  he  should  like  to  ask 
whether  the  abolition  of  the  likin  dues  in 
China  was  working  satisfactorily.  He 
should  also  wish  to  know  whether  steps 
had  been  taken  to  remove  the  barrier  to 
the  Canton  river.  The  head  of  the 
Customs  Department,  Sir  Robert  ELart, 
was  now  well  on  in  years,  and  he  wished 
to  ask  whether  any  arrangements  had 
been  entered  into  regarding  his  successor. 
He  further  hoped  that  the  Forei^  Office 
would  push  forward  the  new  railway  in 
China,  tor  which  a  concession  had  been 
received.  Neglect  in  such  a  matter  was 
not  calculated  to  improve  the  prestige  of 
this  country  in  China. 


♦Mr.  moon  (St.  Pancras,  N.)  said  that 
when  the  Consular  Vote  was  last  discussed, 
the   Inter-departmental  Report    on    the 
Consular  service  was  brought  forward,  and 
was,  he  thought,  received  with  imiversal 
approval.     His  noble  friend,  whose  absence 
they  all  regretted,  was  one  of  the  signa- 
tories to  that  Report,  and  indicated  that 
he  thoroughly  approved  of  it.    He  would 
not  dwell  on  all  the  points  mentioned  in 
the  Report ;  but  he  would  refer  to  two 
which   had    not    been   commented    on 
previously.    One  was  the  limited  possi- 
bilities   of    transfer    between    different 
branches  of  the  consular  service.    The 
Report   proposed   interchangeability    in 
one   sphere,    viz.,     from    the    Siamese 
service  to  the  general  service.    He  would 
venture    to    suggest    that    the    right 
of  transfer  should  exist  as  between  the 
general   Eastern  Consular  service — that 
was  to  say  the  Chinese  and  Japanese 
service— and  the  consular  service  gener- 
ally.   The  other  day  they  had  to  listen 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare,  for 
half  the  period  the  VoteVas  under  dis- 
cussion, who  was  referring  to  the  case  of 
an  Irish  gentleman  in  the  Eastern  con- 
sular   service    whose   career   had    been 
determined    because    his   health    would 
not  permit  him  to  return  to  the  East 
If  he  recollected  right,  the  extra  amount 
involved  in   carrying    out  the  reforms 
suggested  in  the  report  would  only  be 
£3,250.    That  sum  might  be  saved  in  the 
diplomatic   expenses  in   Grermany.    He 
did  not  know  whether  the  Government 
were  providing  for  the  time  when  the 
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German  Empire  would  resolve  itself  into 
its  component  parts ;  but  diplomatic  ex- 
penditure was  now  being  incurred  in 
various  places  in  Germany  outside 
Berlin,  where  a  sum  considerably  ex- 
ceedinjj  £10,000  was  spent.  At  Munich 
J&1,700  was  paid  for  our  diplomatic  service, 
,£1150  at  Dresden,  ,£700  at  Darmstadt ; 
total  £3,550.  He  hoped  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  would  be  able  to  give 
the  House  a  definite  assurance  on  the 
subject,  which  had  been  the  subject  of 
recommendation  of  more  than  one  earlier 
Report. 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  (Islington, 
S.)  said  he  wished  to  refer  to  a  matter 
which  was  of  great  importance  to 
British  trade,  namely,  the  treaty  which 
wa^  being  negotiated  between  Rou mania 
and  Germany,  the  results  of  which, 
unless  the  interests  of  this  country  were 
closely  watched,  might  be  much  the 
same,  in  diminishing  British  trade,  as 
the  results  of  a  similar  treaty  which  was 
made  with  Russia  a  few  years  aga 
He  was  informed  that  at  Bucharest  there 
was  no  adequate  commercial  representa- 
tion of  British  interests,  and,  what  to 
him  was  a  singular  fact,  that  Roumania 
appeared^to  beoutside  the  sphere  of  action 
of  any  commercial  attache.  That  was  a 
state  of  things  that  ought  to  be  redressed. 
This  was  the  one  part  where  our  trade  had 
been  unprogressive.  He  hoped  there 
fore  the  suggestion  which  he  had  made 
previously  would  even  now  be  con- 
sidered. That  suggestion  was  that  a 
special  commercial  representative  should 
be  sent  to  Bucharest.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  give  an  assurance 
that  this  urgent  matter  would  be 
attended  to  he  would  greatly  oblige  the 
commercial  community  of  this  country. 
He  regretted  that  there  had  been  an 
increase  in  the  vote  for  Cyprus,  but 
he  hoped  that  that  would  not  be  con- 
sidered a  deterrent,  because  last  year  was 
an  exceptional  year  owing  to  the 
drought,  and  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  had  only  been  postponed,  and  in 
many  instances  would  be  recovered,  and 
the  debit  balance  shown  by  this  estimate 
would  be  largely  reduced.  The  revenue 
itself  had  exceeded  the  estimate,  and 
gave  indications  of  the  island  being  in  a 
satisfactorycondition.  With  regard  to  the 
tribute,  the  unanimous  feeling   among 


the  British  in  Cyprus  was  that  not 
only  was  the  tribute  a  great  burden  but 
it  was  the  dominating  fact  with 
regard  to  the  island,  and  unless  some- 
thing was  done  with  regard  to  it  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
Secretary  could  not  hope  to  develop  the 
resources  of  the  country.  The  Cyprists 
were  no  parties  to  the  agreement  with 
Turkey ;  the  bargain  was  decidedly  a 
bad  one,  and  owing  to  the  depressing 
effect  of  the  tribute  he  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  at  last  endeavour  to  take  some 
steps  with  a  view  of  converting  it  and 
making  the  payment  less  burdensome  to 
the  people.  He  desired  to  acknowledge 
the  great  debt  of  gratitude  which  was 
due  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Colonial  Secretary  for  his  policy  of 
developing  the  resources  of  the  island. 
Improvement  was  apparent  in  all 
directions;  justice  was  excellently 
administered  ;  the  military  police,  as  was 
seen  from  those  in  this  country  during 
the  Coronation  celebrations,  were  a  noble 
body  of  men ;  education  was  improved,  and 
the  reform  and  simplification  of  the  fiscal 
policy  had  been  of  the  greatest  benefit  to 
the  people.  The  advantage  of  the 
afforestation  all  over  the  island  was  easy 
to  be  perceived ;  and  the  establishment  of 
good  roads  and  bridges,  for  which  a  tribute 
should  be  paid  to  the  High  Commis- 
sioner as  well  as  the  Colonial  Secretary 
had  greatly  contributed  to  the  perfection 
of  communication ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
local  scourge,  he  believed  the  measures 
adopted  had  been  very  successful. 

The  silk  industry  had  been  so  improved 
that  he  could  not  name  a  place  where  it 
existed  under  better  conditions  or  better 
prospects.  They  were  in  want  of  new 
fields  for  the  growing  of  cotton,  and  if 
sufficient  means  could  be  provided  for 
the  growth  of  cotton  in  Cyprus  it  would 
be  of  great  benefit  to  the  island,  and  we 
should  be  able  to  receive  the  best  quality 
of  cotton  from  our  own  possession.  He 
would  like  to  know  how  far  the  irrigation 
works  had  been  successful.  He  under- 
stood that  judgment  must  be  suspended 
with  regard  to  them  forsome  time  till  they 
were  more  perfect,  when  it  could  be  better 
judged.  The  works  were  of  a  most  import- 
ant character,  and  if  the  island  could  be 
protected  against  those  great  droughts 
which    occurred   both   in   historic   and 
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modem  times,  thej  would  be  of  the 
greatest  benefit.  He  thought  the  harbours 
and  the  shipping  communications  might 
be  improved.  The  attractions  and  the 
security  for  capital  were  very  great,  and  if 
better  communication  in  the  way  of  ship- 
ping, especially  for  mails  and  passengers, 
were  provided,  a  great  work  might  be 
rapidly  brought  to  a  very  high  point  of 
development  Communication  with  the 
island  was  still  very  bad,  and  left  a  good 
deal  to  be  desired.  The  development  of 
the  island  was  creditable  to  British 
administration,  and  the  High  Com- 
missioner was  entitled  to  the  greatest 
credit,  as  were  also  the  Commissioners  of 
the  various  districts  He  hoped  the 
great  work  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  taken  in  hand  would  be  continued, 
and,  above  all,  that  the  tribute  would  be 
converted  and  a  more  reasonable  rate  of 
payment  secured.  The  conversion  of  the 
tribute  would  form  a  fitting  completion 
to  the  great  work  for  which  grati- 
tude was  felt  both  here  and  in  the 
island  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  My  hon. 
friend's  speech  touched  partly  on  that 
portion  of  the  Vote  whicn  would  natur- 
ally fall  to  be  answered  by  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Aflfairs  and  partly 
to  that  portion  which  concerns  the 
Colonial  Office.  I  shall,  of  course, 
abstain  from  touching  the  questions 
affecting  the  Colonial  Office ;  and,  indeed, 
-even  as  regards  the  points  raised  which 
relate  to  the  Foreign  Office,  it  is  not 
possible  for  me,  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  to  have  a  detailed  knowledge 
of  them.  I  can  only  indicate  in  a  general 
outline  the  policy  of  the  Government 
with  respect  to  them.  As  to  the  Treaty 
of  Commerce  now  being  negotiated 
between  Kou mania  and  Germany,  we 
have  sent  the  commercial  attacM  from 
Oonstantinople  to  watch  the  proceedings. 
He  is  eminently  qualified  to  deal  with 
the  matter,  and  I  am  sure  that  under 
his  superintendence  everything  will  be 
done  that  can  be  done  to  safeguard 
British  commerce.  With  regard  to  the 
consular  service  and  the  point  raised  by 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  St. 
Pancras,  the  report  of  the  Departmental 
Committee  to  which  he  referred  is  engag- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Foreign  Office ; 
Jjut  the  report  was  signed  only  on  2nd 

Sir  Albert  RoUit. 


July,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  make 
any  great  change  in  the  system  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks.  I  will  take  care 
that  the  matter  is  brought  before  the 
Foreign  Office  should  they  require  to  be 
reminded  on  the  subject. 

As  I  do  not  see  the  hon.  Member  for 
Rose-shire  present,  it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  follow  him  on  the  wide  excursion 
he  took  from  the  North  Sea  to  China, 
stopping  at  Egypt  on  the  way.  I  have 
been  asked  whether  I  could  throw  any 
light  on  the  general  policy  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  in  Somaliland. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Derbyshire  sug 
gested  that  we  are  animated,  in  the 
military  operations  still  going  on  there, 
chiefly  with  a  desire  to  please  the  con- 
cession holders;  and,  indeed,  the  hon. 
Member  went  the  length  of  saying  that 
that  was  the  formally  declared  poncy  of 
the  Foreign  Office.  I  do  not  know  on 
what  information  the  hon.  Gentleman 
bases  that  statement ;  but  if  it  is  on 
some  Foreign  Office  document,  he  has 
entirely  misunderstood  it.  Our  policy  in 
Somaliland  is  simple  and  clear.  We 
find  ourselves  responsible  for  a  protec- 
torate there ;  we  find  the  Mullah  and 
his  followers  interfering  with  tribes  to 
whom  we  have  promised  protection; 
and  we  have  taken  the  only  action  open 
to  us  as  a  protecting  Power — that  is  to 
say,  to  endeavour  to  the  best  of  our 
ability  to  carry  out  our  obligations. 
But  i  have  to  admit  that  when  the  hon. 
Gentleman  expresses  regret  for  the 
heavy  costs  which  the  expedition  involves 
he  has  His  Majesty's  Grovernment  entirely 
with  him.  We  deplore  the  expenditure 
which  has  already  taken  place;  and 
that  which  I  am  afraid  is  still  likely 
to  take  place.  The  whole  subject  is 
a  very  intricate  and  embarrassing  one, 
but  it  is  not  more  difficult  to  us  than  it 
has  been  to  other  civilised  nations  who 
have  had  to  deal  with  these  nomad 
tribes.  It  is  impossible  to  strike  them 
in  any  walled  city  or  cultivated  area, 
because  they  have  no  walled  cities  and 
do  not  practise  cultivatioa  They 
vanish  into  their  fastnesses  whenever 
an  attempt  is  made  to  strike  them; 
and  from  the  dawn  of  history  down  to 
this  very  day,  these  operations  above  all 
others  have  proved  onerous,  and,  rela- 
tively to  the  difficulties  in  carrying  them 
out,    have   been    fruitless    in    a    great 
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measure  to  the  nations  who  have  en-  ]  no 
gaged  in  them.  But  much  as  I  regret 
the  sacrifices  which  these  operations 
have  entailed,  and  are  likely  to  entail  in 
the  future,  we  cannot,  conformably  with 
our  obligations,  withdraw  our  hands 
from  the  plough  or  turn  our  backs  upon 
the  task  we  have  deliberately  undertaken. 

Then  there  were  various  questions  asked 
with  respect  to  the  protectorates.  The 
cost  they  throw  upon  the  British  Ex- 
chequer was  deplored ;  and  it  was  pointed 
out  that  although  the  revenue  is  increas- 
ing, the  active  expenditure  for  this  year 
and  next  year  is  increasing  at  an  even 
greater  ratio.  That  is  true,  and,  of 
course,  it  is  to  be  regretted.  But  I 
would  point  out  in  the  first  place  that 
the  amounts  involved  are  not  relatively 
very  considerable,  and  in  the  second 
place  that  it  is  premature  to  despair  of 
these  protectorates  ever  being  a  source 
of  wealth  to  this  country.  I  hold  a  very 
different  view  of  their  future.  I  do  not 
say  that  next  year,  or  the  year  after,  or 
the  year  after  that,  we  are  going  to  have, 
large  favourable  balances  to  show;  but 
I  do  say  that  in  this  period  of  our  com- 
mercial history  more  than  any  other  it 
is  urgent  that  we  should  develop  markets 
that  cannot  be  wrested  from  us  by  the 
hostile  tariff  action  of  any  foreign  Power. 

There  was  a  question  asked  by  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Cambridge 
in  regard  to  the  experiment  now  being 
carried  on  in  the  migration  of  labour 
from  Nyassaland  to  the  Transvaal.  My 
right  hon.  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary 
is  much  more  competent  than  I  am  to 
deal  with  this  question ;  but  I  am  in  the 
position  to  say  that  the  experiment  is 
being  most  carefully  watched  by  the 
Government,  and  that  every  effort  is 
being  made  to  see  that  no  injury  or 
hardship  is  inflicted  upon  these  migratory 
labourers.  It  is  perfectly  clear  that  if, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to 
suppose,  there  is  a  danger  of  these 
labourers  having  gone  to  the  Transvaal 
under  some  misconception  as  to  the 
character  of  the  work  which  they  were 
expected  to  perform,  or  as  to  the  re- 
muneration they  were  to  receive,  that  is 
an  evil,  which,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
will  remedy  itself.  Those  who  return 
will  report  as  to  the  remuneration 
they  received  and  as  to  the  character 
of   the  work  they  had   to  do,   and  as 


pressure  or  compulsion  is  put 
upon  them  it  will  rest  with  the 
people  of  Nyassaland  whet  her  they  con- 
tinue to  go  to  the  Transvaal  in  the 
circumstances.  It  is  manifest  that  if 
the  labour  is  of  a  kind  which  is  unsuitable 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Nyassaland  there  is 
no  chance  of  any  large  number  of 
labourers  making  the  experiment  of 
leaving  their  own  country. 

There  was  one  question  raised  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean  as  to  the  negotiations  with 
the  King  of  the  Belgians  with  reference  to 
what  is  known  as  the  Lado  enclave  and 
other  territories  upon  the  left  bank  of 
the  Nile.  The  House  knows  that  all 
the  difficulties  in  which  we  now  find 
ourselves  arose  out  of  the  arrangement 
come  to  in  1894  during  Lord  Rosebery's 
Government.  I  think  Lord  Kimberley 
was  Foreign  Secretary  at  the  time,  but  I 
am  not  quite  sure.  An  anangement  was 
made  by  which  we  were  to  have  a  strip 
of  territory,  or  rights  over  a  strip  of 
territory,  running  north  and  south,  con- 
necting our  southern  protectorates  with 
the  north  of  Africa.  The  Belgians  were 
to  have  a  lease  on  the  Nile  which  was  to 
terminate  with  the  life  of  the  present 
King  of  the  Belgians,  and  there  was  also 
a  still  larger  portion  of  territory  in 
perpetuity  to  the  Congo  State  so  long  as 
the  Congo  State  should  either  be  under 
the  Kin^  of  the  Belgians  or  should  be  an 
independent  State  or  should  belong  to 
Belgium.  No  sooner  was  the  agreement 
made  than,  under  circumstances  which 
were  not  very  satisfactory  at  the  time,  and 
circumstances  which  are  not  very  satis- 
factory to  look  back  upon,  the  con- 
sideration which  we  expected  and  the 
consideration  which  the  Belgians  expected 
were  lost.  Subsequently  the  situation 
was  complicated  by  the  battle  of  Omdur- 
man  and  the  re-establishment  of  the 
rights  of  Egypt  over  the  Sudan.  That 
has  produced  a  situation  of  considerable 
diplomatic  perplexity.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  say  what  are  the  rights  of  the 
King  of  the  Belgians,  but  it  would  be  as 
difficult  to  hold  that  he  is  wholly  without 
any  equitable  interest  in  these  regions  at 
all.  I  should  not  like  to  say  more  on 
this  subject  of  delicacy  than  that  we  are 
fully  alive  to  the  difficulties  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  that  the  view  which  the  House 
of  Commons  has  expressed  in  the  most 
formal  manner  as  regards  the  methods  of 
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administration  of  the  Congo  region  must 
undoubtedly  form  an  element  in  determin- 
ing the  policy  of  this  country. 

So  far  as  Zanzibar  and  Pemba  are 
concerned,  the  question  of  slavery  may 
be  regarded,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  said,  as  in  a  fair  way  of  settle- 
ment. If  language  as  sanguine  can 
hardly  be  used  in  regard  to  the 
mainland,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
slavery  is  dying  there  as  fast  as  it 
can  well  die.  As  our  influence  extends 
slavery  disappears.  I  believe  in  a  few 
years  the  whole  question  will  be  a 
matter  raerelv  of  historical  interest. 
Even  during  the  last  few  years  there  can 
be  no  question  whatever  of  hardships  or 
any  of  the  graver  evils,  and  in  Zanzibar 
and  Pemba  the  difficulty  is  not  so  much 
the  freeing  of  slaves  as  the  inducing  the 
slaves  to  accept  freedom.  In  many  cases 
it  is  the  master,  who,  against  the  wish  of 
his  slave  and  in  order  to  obtain  compensa- 
tion, compels  the  slave  to  accept  that 
which,  if  left  to  himself,  he  is  reluctant 
to  take.  There  is  always  a  double  and 
an  opposite  danger  in  these  questions  of 
transition  from  slavery  to  freedom. 
There  is  the  danger  that  people  on  the 
spot  >vill  be  too  keenly  alive  to  the 
difficulties  incidental  to  transition.  They 
see  with  too  critical  a  gaze  the  undoubted 
evils  which  always  accompany  transition. 
They  are  apt  to  magnify  those  evils, 
and  undoubtedly-  they  are  occasionally 
irritated  by  extreme  statements  whicn 
are  made  with  the  best  possible  intention 
by  those  engaged  in  the  task  of  attacking 
slavery  on  the  platform  or  in  the  Press — 
a  task  which  everybody  in  this  House 
will  admit  is  sometimes  accompanied  by 
a  certain  amount  of  exaggerated  state- 
ment. The  other  danger  is  a  danger 
much  less  serious,  but  a  danger  which  we 
must  not  forget,  because  it  is  one  \i  hich 
attaches  to  our  own  action.  While  the 
people  on  the  spot  are  almost  certain  to  ' 
see  the  difficulties  attending  the  transition 
in  an  exaggerated  light  and  on  an 
extreme  scale,  we,  on  the  other  hand, 
firmly  impressed  as  we  are  that  there  is 
nothing  which  can  be  worse  than  slavery, 
are  perhaps  too  oblivious  of  the  fact  that 
any  step  which  may  be  taken  to  mitigate 
the  transition  from  the  stcUiis  of  slavery 
to  freedom  is  not  an  easy  task.  In  this 
particular  case,  as  the  House  is  aware, 
great  evil  has  been  produced  by  turning 
some  of  the  younger  female  slaves  loose 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


upon  society,  and    there    has  been  an 

increase  of  prostitution  in  consequence, 

with  all  its  attendant  evils.     But  of  these 

j  two  dangers  the  second  is  by  far  the  less, 

j  and  probably  there  has  been  an  incalcul- 

I  able  amount  of  good  done  by  the  pressure 

which  this  House  has  found  it  necessary 

to  exercise  in  order  to  overcome  the  vis 

inertiae  which   too  easily  besets  officials 

on  the  spot. 

The  right  hon.  Member  for  Cambridge 
drew  attention  to  the  great  land  con- 
cessions in  Uganda  in  connection  with 
the  trade  in  indianibber.  He  pointed 
out  that  these  were  analogous  con- 
cessions to  those  made  in  the  Belgian 
and  French  Congo,  and  he  asserted  that 
to  a  certain  extent  in  the  French  Congo 
and  to  a  greater  extent  in  the  Belgian 
Congo  those  concessions  had  been  accom- 
panied by  very  great  abuse ;  that  some- 
thing like  forced  labour  had  been  estab- 
lished there;  and  not  merely  forced 
labour  but  forced  labour  accompanied  by 
a  great  deal  of  cruelty  and  barbarity.  I 
do  not  offer  any  opinion  as  to  what  has 
been  or  is  going  on  in  any  other  countries 
.besides  our  own.  That  is  not  my  busi- 
ness at  the  present  time,  but  I  can 
reassure  my  right  hon.  friend  and  the 
House  that,  as  far  as  the  concessions  in 
Uganda  are  concerned,  we  are  fully  alive 
to  the  perils  which  naturally  beset  con- 
cessions of  this  character.  We  are 
watching  them  with  the  closest  attention, 
and  we  think  we  are  in  a  position  to  give 
a  guarantee  to  the  House  and  the  country 
that  they  will  be  attended,  at  all  events  in 
Uganda,  with  no  abuses  of  the  kind  to  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  has  called  attention. 
I  apologise  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Ross 
and  Cromarty  for  not  following  him  in 
his  remarks  upon  the  Fisheries  Commis- 
sion, the  administration  of  Egypt,  or 
the  general  condition  of  Chinese  trade. 
These  are,  no  doubt,  all  questions  of 
great  interest  and  importance,  but  they 
have  been  discussed  at  great  length  in 
this  House  during  the  course  of  this 
session. 

*Mr.  PIERPOINT  (Warrington)  wid 
the  object  he  had  in  view  in  drawing 
attention  to  the  Island  of  Cyprus  he 
did  not  expect  to  be  aocomplished 
now.  The  conditions  this  year  as 
regarded  Cyprus  were  abnormal.  The 
grant-in-aid  this  year,  instead  of 
being    some     £30,000     was     £87,000. 
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That  was  absolutely  neces^ry,  because 
Cyprus  had  just  gone  through  a  drought 
such  as  had  not  been  experienced  since 
the  year  1873,  five  years  before  our 
occupation  of  the  island.  It  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  this  country  should 
supply  that  £87,000.  He  would  not 
say  that  a  profit  was  made  out  of  the 
isUud,  but  he  would  say  that  a  saving 
was  made.  The  French  saving  this  year 
was  £40,000  to  £41,000,  but  our  loss 
this  year  was  £47,000,  or  thereabouts. 
Since  our  occupation  of  the  island  the 
French  saving  liad  been  somewhere  not 
far  off  £1.000,000,  whilst  the  English 
saving  had  only  been  about  £170,000. 
It  might  be  said  that  they  could  get 
this  money  from  Turkey,  if  not  out  of 
the  Cyprus  tribute,  but  after  Turkey 
repudiated  its  liability  for  the  1855  loan 
France  paid  her  share,  andso  did  England, 
and  it  was  not  until  the  accumulated 
money  of  Cyprus  had  been  seised  that 
France  wag  repaid  her  advance,  and  the 
English  Treasury  was  also  repaid.  The 
figures  did  not  appear  to  be  very  large, 
but  they  should  remember  that  they  were 
dealing  with  a  very  small  island  with  a 
population  of  about  240,000  people.  The 
revenue  of  Cyprus  he  would  roughly  call 
£180,000  a  year,  and  the  result  was  that 
the  island  had  to  pay  £60,000  out  of 
that  total,  which  was  spent  elsewhere. 
He  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary  what 
would  happen  if  imder  some  old  treaty 
Canada  were  bound  to  pay  one-third  of 
her  revenue  to  be  spent  elsewhere? 
In  those  circumstances,  how  long  would 
Canada  remain  a  part  of  the  Empire  ? 
He  noticed  in  the  Cyprus  Report  for 
1901-1902  a  quotation  from  an  article 
by  Sir  Robert  Lang  Hamilton.  He 
would  read  to  the  House  the  extract — 

"An  entirely  independent  observer,  Sir 
Hamilton  Lang,  K.C.M.O.,  lately  the  head  of 
the  Imperial  Cntoman  Bank  at  Const€mtinople, 
who  resided  in  Cyprus  and  knew  it  well,  before 
the  occupation,  thus  writes  in  a  recent  article  in 
Blackwood's  Magazine — *  In  Cyprus  an  honest 
administration  has  supplanted  a  corrupt 
regime,  Financial  order  nas  taken  the  place 
of  oppressive  exactions.  Liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject has  dispelled  the  miasma  of  fanatical  sus- 
picion. Civilly,  financially  and  morally  the 
position  of  the  people  has  been  raised.' " 

Broadly,  he  agreed  with  what  Sir 
Robert  Hamilton  Lang  had  written  on 
this  matter.  He  had  never  denied  that 
Cyprus  had  benefited  from  the  present 
government  of  the  island,  but  his  desire 
VOL.  CXXVH.    [Fourth  Series.] 
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was  that  the  people  of  the  island 
should  benefit  a  great  deal  more, 
and  enjoy  their  own  taxation.  He 
would  read  a  few  words  from  a  letter 
by  Sir  R.  Hamilton  Lang  written  from 
Cairo  in  1896.  If  Sir  R.  Hamilton 
Lang  was  worth  quoting  in  the  High 
Commissioner's  Report  he  was  worth 
quoting  in  the  House  of  Commons  con- 
cerning the  tribute.    He  wrote  — 

**Its  enormity  needs  only  one  demonstra- 
tion. It  represents  ICs.  |)er  head  of  the 
population,  or  £2  10s.  per  family.  F&noy 
rich  and  fertile  Egypt  paying  a  tribute  of 
£3,250,000  sterling  to  the  Sultan,  or  rich 
£nffland  having  to  ins  ribe  £19,000,000  on  her 
Budget,  pavab^  out  of  the  country  to  a  foreign 
Power,  and  yet  both  countries  could  better 
afford  flouble  these  amounts  than  a  poor 
island  like  Cyprus  its  £92,000  of  tribute.  Sir 
Robert  Biddufph  was  said  to  have  calculated 
that  the  surplus  revenues  of  Cyprus  amounted 
to  the  last  mentioned  sum  ;  but  the  details  of 
the  calculation  were  never  published,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  he  \os.  himself  in  the 
maze  of  debased  currencies  in  which  the 
revenues  of  Cyprus  were  paid." 

In  the  same  letter  he  wrote — 

*'  This  expHnation  is  necessary  to  remove  it 
false  impression  in  England  that  Cyprus  has. 
been  a  pecuniary  loss.  Its  possession  has 
savo'l  the  Treasury  from  a  bad  debt  which 
threatened  to  be  £90,000  a  year,  but  which, 
taking  into  account  the  grants-of -aid  to  Cyprus, 
has  been  reduced  to  £30,000  a  year." 

In  another  letter  he  wrote  (1896)  — 

"What,  however,  is  clearly  evident,  and 
which  interests  the  British  taxpayer,  is  that  by 
the  possession  of  Cyprus  the  British  Treasury 
has  been  enabled  to  encash  more  than 
£1,000,000  sterUng  of  a  bad  debt  with  Turkey." 

Sir  Thomas  Brassey  wrote  in  1878  or 
1879— 

**  It  is  impossible  that  the  condition  of 
Cyprus  can  materially  improve  so  long  as  it 
remains  subject  to  an  annual  tribute  to  the 
Ottoman  Empire.  England  should  pay  the 
tribute,  remit  all  injurious  taxes,  and  make 
Cyprus  a  free  port,  and  the  Hong  Kong  and 
Singapore  of  the  Eastern  Mediterranean.' 

Sir  Robert  Biddulph  wrote  in  1880  to 
Lord  Granville — 

*'  It  is  obvious  that  it  is  unreaonable  to 
suppose  that  the  revenue  will  at  present  ad- 
mit of  such  an  enormous  subsidy  to  Turkey, 
and  it  is  hard  on  a  country  which  has  a  revenue 
which  is  double  its  expenditure  to  be  compelled 
to  postpone  necessary  public  works,  or  to  con- 
tinue a  number  of  taxes  which  press  heavily  oi 
the  people." 

He  urged  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
consider  whether  anything  could  be 
done  in  regard  to  this  tribute.  They 
could  not  wonder  at  the  people  of  Cyprus 
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being  somewhat  discontented  when  they 
had  to  pay  such  a  very  large  sum  of 
money,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
they  were  far  from  being  a  very  rich 
people.  It  was  our  desire  when  we  took 
possession  of  the  Island  of  Cyprus  that 
it  should  be  an  object  lesson  to  the 
peo|>les  of  the  Eastern  Mediterianean 
as  to  the  beneficence  and  the  benefits 
of  the  English  Government.  We  had 
given  them  the  benefits,  but  he  wanted 
them  to  have  the  beneficence  and  justice 
of  this  country.  This  wa^  a  subject 
in  which  he  took  very  great  interest, 
and  he  should  cons'der  himself  wanting 
in  his  duty  if  he  did  not  avail  himself  of 
every  opportunity  that  offered  for  bring- 
ing it  before  the  House. 


The  secretary  of  STATE    for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.)  said  he  felt  inclined  to 
congratulate  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Warrington  on  the  pertinacity,  but  he 
would  prefer   to  say   the   perseverance, 
with  which  he  reverted  to  the  question 
of    the    Cyprus    tribute.     He    thought 
that    since    he     had    held    his   present 
office    the    hon.  Gentlemen    had    made 
the     same     speech     every    year,    and 
he  had  made  the  same  speech  in  reply 
to  his   hon.  friend  ;   but  he  was    sorry 
to    say    that   they   had   not   got  much 
further.    His  hon.  friend   was  now  re 
inforced  by  the  hon.  Member  for  ^outh 
Islington,   who  put  forward  very  much 
the  same  argument.     He  did  not  agree 
with    either   of   his    hon.  friends  as  to 
the   circumstances  connected  with    this 
tribute,  but  he  did  agree  in  their  opinion 
that  it  constituted  a  very  heavy  burden 
on  the  island.     We  took  possession    of 
Cyprus   at  a  time  when  this   mortgage 
on  its  resources  was  estimated  at  £80,000 
or  £90,000  a  year.     If  we  had  not  taken 
Cyprus  the  people  would   not  only  have 
been  paying  this  sum  now  without  enjoy- 
ing the  collateral  advantages  of  our  rule, 
but  there  would  have  been  no  reduction 
of  the  tribute.     Since   we  had  been  the 
owners  of  the  island  Cyprus  had  received 
a  reduction  in  the  shape  of  a  contribu- 
tion   voted  annually  by  Parliament   for  I 
the  benefit  of  the  people.     J'his  reduction  I 
averaged  £30,000  a  year,  and  this  year  '  '**®  season, 
it  had  reached  a  sura  of  £87,000.     But    state  of   the 


position,  inasmuch  as  £40,000  or  £47,000 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  loan,  which  it  wai 
expected  would  be  repaid.     The  contribu- 
tion this  year  had  been  raised  owing  to 
the   unfortunate  fact   that  Cyprus  had 
been   subject   for  two  years   to  one  of 
those  exceptional  droughts  against  which 
no  science  appeared  to  be  of  any  avail. 
He  did   not   regard   the    fact   that  the 
tribute  as  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
loan  had  been  a  saving  to  this  country  or 
to  France,  and  he  denied  altogether  that 
if  the  tribute   had  not  been  so  applied 
either  France  or  this  country  would  nave 
wiped  out  the  loan  as  a  bad  debt,  because 
they  could  have  found  other  resources  of 
Turkey,   upon    which    they  could  have 
made  a  claim.     He  did  not  think,  there- 
fore,   that    this   country    stood    in    the 
position  of  having  benefited  directly  or 
indirectly  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  had  been 
losers.      We  should  have  been  richer  if 
we  had  never  taken   Cyprus,  and  there 
were  many  persons  who  thought  that  it 
would  have  been  better  on  all  grounds  if 
we   had   never   taken   possession  of  the 
island.     But   since  we  had  taken  it  we 
were  bound  to  do  our  duty  by  it.     Our 
rule  had  been  of  enormous  advantage  to 
the    people,     and    he    hoped    that    the 
advantages  they  enjoyed  would  be  still 
further  increased.    He  could  not,  however, 
hold   out  any   hope   of  a  change   with 
regard  to  the  tribute,  unless  by  means  of 
negotiations  we  were  able  to  transpose 
the  loan  and  to  obtain  money  at  a  lower 
rate  of  interest.     Ever  since  he  had  been 
in  office  he  had  been  in  conference  with 
the  Foreign  Office,  endeavouring  by  one 
means   or  another   to  secure   a  certain 
alteration,  but  they  had  failed.       They 
could   not  force    their  views    on  other 
parties     concerned,     of     whom,    unfor- 
tunately,  there    were  many,   and    they 
had  been  unable  up  to  the  present  time 
to  come   to  a  satisfactory  arrangement. 
If    they    could    do    so   no   one    would 
rejoice  more  than  he  should. 


that  sum  did  not  correctly  represent  the 
Mr.  PierpoirU. 


He  had  been  under  the  impression  that 
the  irrigation  works  were  a  great  success. 
He  still  hoped  that  they  would  prove  of 
much  utility,  but  the  drought  had  come 
U[  on  the  island  inopportunely,  with  the 
result  that  the  reservoirs  contained  an 
insufficient  supply  of  water  during  the 
That  Was  the  cause  of  the 
finances.     He  hoped    tht 


this   exceptional  state  of  afi'airs  would 
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soon  pass  away;  for  he  believed  that 
these  works  would  not  only  be  a  great 
advantage  to  the  Island,  but,  inasmuch 
as  they  would  pay  their  way,  the  fact 
would  be  a  great  encouragement  to  carry 
out  other  works  of  the  same  description. 
The  other  works  of  improvement,  in- 
cluding the  harbour  at  Famagusta,  and 
the  preparations  for  the  railway,  were 
being  pressed  forward  as  fast  as  possible, 
and  the  only  reason  which  might 
prevent  the  authorities  from  undertaking 
works  of  further  development  was  that 
in  the  present  state  of  the  finances  he 
did  not  feel  disposed  to  make  a  larger 
demand  on  the  Treasury  this  year.  If 
we  had  better  resources  the  island  would 
be  able  to  carry  on  these  internal  im- 
provements. The  right  hon.  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean  had  asked  a 
question  as  to  a  Resolution  about  Turkish 
rule  succeeding  ours  in  Cyprus.  He 
thought  that  the  House  need  hardy 
trouble  itself  about  a  hypothetical  state- 
ment like  that. 

*  Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  that  what 
was  stated  was  that  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  CypruF  had  passed  a  Motion 
brought  forward  by  a  Mohammedan 
member,  declaring  that  in  the  event  of 
the  retrocession  of  the  island  it  should  be 
retroceded  to  Turkish  rule. 

Mr,  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  said  he  did 
not  know  exactly  how  the  case  was 
presented  to  the  Legislature  of 
Cyprus,  nor  was  he  aware  that 
it  had  been  presented.  He  thought 
that  the  complaint  arose  through  some 
statement  of  the  Government,  which  said, 
as  he  believed  correctly,  that  under  the 
terms  of  the  cession  of  Cyprus  to  this 
coimtry  it  would  not  be  in  our  power  to 
transfer  the  island  to  any  other  country, 
but  only  to  re-transfer  it  to  Turkey. 
That  was  an  entirely  premature  question. 
The  Government  had  not  the  slightest 
intention  to  do  so.  At  present  he  could 
not  say  what  the  scheme  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  was,  nor  could  he  conceive 
of  any  Resolution  which  could  have 
come  forward  as  part  of  the  business  of 
the  session.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
wished  to  know  what  would  happen  in 
the  extremely  improbable  event  of  the 
Government's  deciding  to  give  up  Cyprus, 
he  must  go  to  the  terms  of  the  cession 


itself.  He  would  find  that  we  should  be 
bound  to  offer  it  to  Turkey.  That  was 
a  matter  of  fact,  and  no  Resolution  could 
alter  it  in  the  slightest  degree.  The  sub- 
ject, however,  was  not  one  of  the  slightest 
practical  interest.  He  knew  nothing 
about  the  other  Question  raised  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  as  to  the  native  members 
of  the  Upper  House  not  being  invited  to 
attend  Court  since  their  swearing  in.  As 
to  steamship  and  postal  communication, 
he  said  that  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  already  arrangements  existed  by 
which  a  subsidy  was  given  to  the 
Austrian  Lloyd  in  order  to  improve  the 
communication  between  Cyprus  and 
Alexandria. 

Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  said  that  the 
arrangement  was  with  another  company. 
The  Austrian  Lloyd  would  be  satisfactory 
if  it  could  be  employed  for  a  small  subsidy. 
The  existing  communication  was  highly 
unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  said  he 
personally  preferred  that  the  communi- 
cation should  be  by  a  British  line,  if 
that  were  possible.  At  the  same  time, 
something  was  done  by  a  subsidy  to  im- 
prove the  communication.  He  under- 
stood that  what  his  hon.  friend  suggested 
was  that  something  more  should  be 
done. 

Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT :  The  results  are 
not  satisfactory,  and  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  give  his  attention 
to  the  matter. 

Mr.    J.     CHAMBERLAIN    said    be 
would  make  inquiry  as  to  what  improve- 
ments had  been  made  in  the  altered  con- 
tract, and  if  he  found  it  was  capable  of 
further  improvement  he  would  make  it. 
I  It  had  been  recognised  by  the  islanders 
themselves,  and  by  others,  that  a  great 
"  deal   had  been  done  for  the  island.     It 
I  was  only  one  out  of  a  great  number  of 
I  His  Majesty's  possessions,  and  we  could 
j  not  put  on  the    Exchequer   a    dispro- 
j  portionate  charge  for  it,  but  it  could  not 
I  be  said  that  we  had  not  done  our  part 
I  in  endeavouring  to  improve  the  condition 
of    the  island    since   it   came  into   our 
possession. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  said  that  as  the 
repiv  of  the  Prime  Mini|Si§iciii^  i:egai^tnie 
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the  Congo  Free  State  bad  been  satis- 
factory, under  the  circumstances  he 
would  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. 

7.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£393,521,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  the 
following  services  included  in  Class  VI.  of 
the  Estimates  for  Civil  Services,  viz. : — 

1.  Superannuation    and    Re- 

tired Allowances  (includ-        £ 

ing  a  Supplementary  Sum 

of  £4,000        .         .         .  342,914 

2.  Merchant  Seamen's  Fund 

Pensions         .         .         .       1,000 

3.  Miscellaneous     Charitable 

and  other  Allowances      .  646 

4.  Hospitals    and     Charities. 

Ireland  ....  342 

5.  Savings  Banks' and  Friendly 

Sorieties*  Deficiencies      .     48,619 


£393,521" 


Class  VII. 

8.  *'That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£61,082,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904, 
for  the  following  Services  included  in 
Class  VII.  of  the  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services,  viz. : — 

£ 
50,000 


4.  St.  Louis  Exhibition 

5.  Repayment  to  the  Civil 

Contingencies  Fund     - 


11,082 


£61,082  " 


ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£783,000  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904,  for  ex- 
penditure on  the  following  Army  Services, 

Sir  Charles  Dilke. 


including    Army   (Ordnance    Factories)^ 
viz. : — 

£ 

1 1 .  Establishments  for  Military 

Education       .         .         .  134,500 

12.  Miscellaneous        Effective 

Services  .        .     62,000 

13    War   Office,    Salaries  and 

Miscellaneous  Charges    .  331,500 
Army  (Oi-dnance  Factories)  2.'>5,000 

£783,000*^ 


Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 

Seventh  and  Eighth  Resolutions 
postponed. 

Ninth  Resolution  considered. 

Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich)  said  he 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  recent  exfJosion  at  Woolwich  ^ 
and  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  d<Hn^ 
something  to  make  the  recurrence  of 
such  accidents  impossible.  He  supposed 
they  would  be  told  that  adequate  com- 
pensation would  be  given  to  the  victims 
of  this  explosion,  or  their  representatives  > 
but  no  amount  of  compensation  could, 
under  any  circumstances,  take  the  place 
of  a  breadwinner.  Their  duty  was 
rather  to  prevent  accident  than  to  deal 
with  compensation.  He  recognised  that 
there  must  be  danger  in  the  Arsenal,  but 
they  were  bound  to  minimise  it  as  far  as 
possible.  He  had  heard  it  said  that  but 
for  the  precautions  which  had  been  taken, 
the  loss  of  life  would  have  been  infinitely 
worse.  Theserious  charge  was  made,  and  it 
was  somewhat  backed  up  by  the  finding  of 
the  coroner's  jury,  that  the  accident  was 
preventable,  and  that  in  a  measure  the 
Government  were  responsible  for  it. 
The  men  were  paid  partly  on  their  out- 
put, and  on  the  Thursday  morning  of 
the  accident,  when  the  books  were  made 
up,  these  men,  in  order  to  make  an  extra 
shilUng  or  two,  rushed  their  work  ;  and 
it  was  this  bustle  and  hurry  which  was 
responsible  for  the  explosion.  The  rate 
of  wages  paid  was  not  sufficient  to  make 
them  careful ;  they  became  very  reckless, 
Uke  soldiers  in  the  field.  He  made  an 
appeal  |to  the  Department  to  give  the 
men  [a  regulation  rate  of  wages  and  sa 
prevent  t^em   bustling    and    hurrymg: 
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round  on  the  day  the  books  were  made 
up.  Major  Barlow  at  the  inquest  was 
asked  whether  this  piecework  did  not 
tend  to  increase  the  danger,  and  lie 
replied  that  it  was  difficult  to  say  ;  that 
something  must  be  done  to  encourage 
the  men  to  give  their  best  service.  His 
experience  was  that  if  the  men  were 
bustledi  they  did  not  give  their  best 
service  to  the  nation ;  the  best  way  to 
^et  good  service  was  to  pay  them  a 
decent  rate  of  wages,  and  trust  to  their 
honour.  He  thought  the  present 
hospital  was  too  far  away.  It  took 
eighteen  or  twenty  minutes  to  get  these 
poor  men  to  the  hospital  on  \  he  railway. 
He  pointed  out  that  there  was  a  site 
within  the  reach  of  the  danger  zone 
where  a  comparatively  cheap  building 
for  hospital  purposes  could  be  put 
up,  and  to  which  injured  men  could 
be  taken  in  a  very  few  minutes.  Of 
course  the  present  hospital  could  remain 
where  it  was.  Then,  would  the  House 
helieve  it,  the  injured  men  were  charged 
a  shilling  a  day  for  maintenance  in  the 
hospital  as  a  result  of  an  accident  in  the 
Arsenal !  That  was  penny  wise  and 
pound  foolish,  because  the  chances  were 
that  the  men  would  ask  for  their  discharge 
from  hospital  before  they  ought  to  be,  in 
order  to  get  back  to  their  wives  and  ; 
families,  and  their  work.  He  thought ' 
that  that  system  ought  to  be  speedily  \ 
Altered,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  earn  the  gratitude  of  the  men  if 
be  abolished  the  charge  altogether. 

Another  matter  was  that  there  was 
always  a  feeling  among  the  men  that  they 
were  not  properly  treated  in  regard  to 
wages.  It  was  said,  in  answer  to  a  Question 
put  the  other  day,  that  the  wages  ranged 
rrom  32s.  to  36s.  a  week,  but  on  July  5th 
they  were  only  paid  24s.  lOd.  a  week. 
Again,  in  the  Arsenal  there  was  a  difficulty 
in  the  men  getting  properly  recognised  for 
services  rendered.  When  a  man  was  put 
to  a  machine  he  acquired  skill,  and 
machinists  ought  to  be  kept  at  that  work 
and  their  pay  advanced  to  30s.  a  week. 
There  was  also  the  question  of  fellowship 
work.  Suppose  a  mistake  was  made  on 
account  of  some  order  given,  and  the 
result  was  that  damage  was  done,  instead 
of  the  man  really  responsible  for  the 
damage  being  charged,  the  whole  cost  of 
the  damage  was  charged  against  the 
fellowship.  Complaints  frequently  reached 
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him  that  the  standard  of  inspection  in  the 
Arsenal  was  more  critical  and  more  severe 
in  regard  to  work  turned  out  in  the 
Arsenal  than  in  regard  to  the  work  done 
by  private  contractors.  Generally  the 
contractors  complained  that  they  were 
subject  to  a  heavier  and  more  critical  ex- 
amination of  their  work  than  was  the 
case  with  the  articles  manufactured  in  the 
Arsenal.     That  was  positively  not  so. 

Another  point  he  thought  worthy  of 
consideration  was  that  where  they  had 
men  of  proved  capacity,  the  heads  of  the 
departments  should  be  encouraged  to 
have  more  sympathy  with  them  than  was 
shown  at  the  present  time.  That  would 
lead  to  excellent  results,  because  more 
work  was  obtained  from  men  who  had 
over  them  a  sympathetic  head  than  if  he 
were  a  martinet  and  a  disciplinarian  of 
the  first  water.  He  also  wanted  to  know 
whether  the  Department  was  thoroughly 
content  with  all  the  experiments,  whether 
those  experiments  were  made  under  the 
orders  of  the  War  Office,  and  whether  the 
returns  were  sent  in  giving  the  time  and 
materials  expended  upon  them.  Those 
particulars  were  necessary,  because 
there  was  a  suspicion  abroad  that  a 
good  many  experiments  were  made  at 
the  whim  of  those  with  control  of  the 
departments,  in  which  case  expenses  must 
be  cut  down  in  one  department  to  make 
up  for  loss  in  another  department. 
Returns  ought  to  be  made  of  ail  experi- 
ments, giving  their  cost  and  the  authority 
under  which  they  were  made. 

Another  question  to  which  he  desired  to 
call  attention  was  that  of  the  payment  of 
the  men.  The  Government  were  going  to 
institute  a  new  system  of  premiums,  and 
were  doingthe  proper  thing  in  encouraging 

I  men  to  take  an  interest  in  the  output  If 
they  started  this  premium  system — and 
they  might  do  so  anywhere  except  in  the 
danger    department — they   ought  to   fix 

I  as  the  stanaard  a  decent  living  standard 
to  begin  with,  and  encourage  the  men  to 
go  on.  Lower  wages  were  accepted  in 
the  Arsenal  because  men  were  in  receipt 
of  a  pension,  and  he  thought  that  it  was 
very  hard  for  the  Government  to  prac- 
tically take  those  pensions  into  account, 
and  then  cut  the  wages  of  other  men 
down  in  proportion.  It  frequently 
happened  that  workmen  were  offered  a 
starvation  rate  of  wages,  and  had  to 
accept  it  or  go  without  entirely.      He 
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remembered  paying  a  visit  to  a  Govern- 
ment department  where  women  were 
getting  eleven  shillings  a  week,  and  when 
he  remarked  the  rate  was  "absolute 
starvation,"  he  was  told  that  on  the 
other  hand  it  was  "constant."  The 
Government  should  realise  that  the 
wages  often  paid  could  not  keep  a 
single  man  in  decency,  to  say  notning 
of  a  married  man  with  a  family.  Every  i 
year  in  London  there  was  given  out  to  I 
people  at  work,  including  paid  Government 
employees,  no  less  than  £232,000  to ' 
supply  them  with  medical  treatment,  and 
they  nad  to  have  these  medical  comforts 
simply  because 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  AVAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  Will  the  hon. 
Member  say  between  how  many  people 
this  £232,000  is  shared  ? 

*Mr  crooks  said  it  might  be  spread 
over  any  part  of  five  millions,  but  his 
complaint  was  that  owing  to  the  lowness  of 
wages  many  men  were  unable  to  get 
proper  medical  treatment  for  their  wives 
and  children.  Many  of  them,  when  upon 
applying  for  a  medical  order  were  asked 
the  amount  of  their  wages,  would  reply 
one  guinea,  and  in  order  to  satisfy  the 
requirements  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  the  relief  was  given  in  the  form  of 
a  loan.  But  the  hard  fact  remained  that 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling 
was  spent  in  a  year  on  medical  treatment 
for  able-bodied  men  and  their  wives  and 
families  in  consequence  of  the  low  rate  of 
wages  paid.  The  Government,  moreover, 
were  the  worst  offenders  in  that  respect. 
They  had  passed  a  pious  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  these  low  wages,  but  un- 
fortunately children  could  not  be  fed  on 
pious  resolutions.  What  was  wanted 
was  more  money  to  be  spent  on  the 
people  who  stood  in  most  need  of  it.  Only 
a  few  weeks  ago  there  was  a  case  of  a 
labourer  leaving  home  in  the  morning 
and  having  to  send  in  a  neighbour's  wife 
to  look  after  his  wife  who  was  in  dire 
distress,  and  the  total  sum  that  could  be 
left  in  the  house  was  fivepence.  That 
instance  showed  that  a  man,  even  in 
regular  work  and  earning  one  guinea 
a  week,  could  not  leave  anything  for  the 
moment  when  it  was  needed  the  most. 
His  argument  was  that  the  money  of  the 
coimtry  was  spent  in  the  wrong  way.     If 

Mr,  Crooks. 


the  Government  would  only  give  a  little 
more  consideration  to  the  men  at  the 
bottom,  there  was  plenty  of  room  to  cut  a 
little  off  those  at  the  top.  The  lower 
grade  men  never  had  a  chance.  What 
the  House  wanted  badly  was  a  Minister  of 
Industry  who  would  know  something^ 
about  the  toilers.  The  fact  remained  that 
it  was  bad  distribution  of  the  money  that 
compelled  men  to  work  at  so  low  a  wage. 
The  Secretary  for  War  might  say  that  the 
the  state  of  things  had  gone  on  for  a  long 
time,  but  he  wanted  the  right  hon.  Gentle-^ 
man  to  start  a  new  record  and  let  the 
men  at  the  bottom  of  the  tree  get  a  little 
ease  and  comfort.  With  that  he  would  move 
a  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £1,000. 

Amendment  proposed — 
"To     leave     out    '£783,000/    and    insert 
* £782,000.' "—(^r.  Crooks.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  * £783,000  ' 
stand  part  of  the  Kesolution." 

!      Mr.    REGINALD    LUCAS    (Ports- 
I  mouth)     said     he    desired    to    raise    a 
point    of     interest     with     his    constitu- 
ency,   as    it    dealt    with    the    question 
,  of  pay  in  the  Army   Ordnance  Depart- 
I  raent.     They  had  the  Army  Ordnance 
j  and  the  Navy  Ordnance  Department  side 
by  side. 
I 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
I  WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  I  am  not  aware  that  these  wa^ges 
can  be  discussed  on  this  Vote.  The 
Army  Ordnance  Department  is  a  depart- 
ment in  which  ordnance  stores  are  kept. 

j      *Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Gentleman 

i  is  not  in  order  in  raising  the  question  on 

i  this  Vote. 

! 

;      Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS :  If  that  ia 

I  so  I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 


♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said 
one    or  two    questions   to   put  on 


he  had 
this 
Vote.  There  was  a  recent  Report  of  the 
'  Public  Accounts  Committee  which  dealt 
I  with  this  Department.     It  said  : — 

.      '*  Your  Committee  have  had  before  them  the 

'  correspondence  between  the  War  Office  and 

'  the  Treasury,  which  arose  out  of  their  Sixth 

!  Report  of  last  year.    That  Report  dealt  with 

the  ff reat  waste  that  had  been  discovered  at 

the  Ordnance  Factories,  and  with  the  question 

of  the  management  of  those  factories.    The 
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Committee  olwerve  from  the  coi  respondence 
that  the  Chief  Superintendent  eeeks  to  show, 
in  a  long  memoraodum  to  the  Director-General 
of  Ordnance,  that  the  amount  of  waste  which 
had  actually  taken  {>lace  was  not  so  great  as 
the  Report  in  question  would  indicate.  The 
Conumttee  had  no  evidence  before  them  on 
the  subject  besides  that  of  the  Chief  Superin- 
tendent, who  himself  furnished  the  main  facts 
upon  which  they  formed  their  opinion.  Those 
facts  are  not  mateiially  affectea  by  the  corres- 
pondence ^vith  the  Treasury,  and  the  Com- 
mittee entirely  agree  with  the  view  expre<-sed 
by  that  Department  in  their  letter  of  22nd  of 
April  last,  and  adhere  to  their  Report  of  last 
seasion.  In  the  answer  of  the  War  OflBce  to 
that  letter,  reference  is  made  to  the  large 
amount  of  pay  necessary  to  secuie  the  services 
of  thoroughly  competent  civilian  managers. 
Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that,  looking 
at  the  vast  sums  which  will  e^suredly  be 
wasted  year  after  year  under  incompetent 
management  in  an  enormous  manufaciuring 
business  like  the  Royal  Arsensal,  it  would  bS 
true  economy  to  offer  salaries  to  persons  placed 
in  control  of  the  several  departments  commen- 
surate with  those  given  in  civil  life." 

He  would  like  to  ask  the  Government 
whether  their  attention  had  been  called 
to  that  Report,  and  whether  any  steps 
were  to  be  taken  in  the  direction 
suggested.  There  were  large  outside 
establishments  paying  high  salaries,  and 
although  the  War  Office  succeeded  in 
obtaining  officers  at  comparatively  low 
salaries,  it  was  very  doubtful  whether 
that  pobcy  was  in  the  interest  either  of 
economy  or  the  State.  Another  little 
matter  to  be  mentioned  on  that  Vote  was 
a  recent  circular  issued  which  asked 
officers  commanding  battalions  whether 
they  wanted  to  have  their  bayonets  repaired, 
and  if  it  were  the  case  whether  they 
could  spare  them  in  order  to  be  sent  back 
to  the  contractors.  In  several  cases 
officers  commanding  battalions  had  sent 
back  their  bayonets  under  the  impression 
that  they  would  not  be  wanting  them  for 
long,  but  it  proved  that  a  long  time 
elapsed  before  they  got  them  back  again, 
and  it  was  foimd  they  were  sent  by 
water.  That  was  a  small  matter  worthy 
of  attention. 


Mb.  BRODRICK  said  the  circular 
mentioned  was  new  to  him,  and  he  had 
not  seen  it.  He  would,  however,  make 
inquiries.  With  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ments at  the  ordnance  factories,  there  was 
no  question  that  many  officers  of  expe- 
rience had  been  tempted  away  from  the 
ordnance  factories  by  the  large  salaries 
ofTered  by  private  firms.  The  best  men 
should  certainly  be  chosen,  but  the  diffi- 


culty M  as  that  the  pay  and  other  emolu- 
ments, by  way  of  legitimate  commission 
and  so  forth,  given  by  private  firms  made 
it  very  difficult  for  the  Government  to 
compete  with  them.  He  did  not  wish  to 
say  anything  disrespectful  of  the  Report 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  but 
the  main  point  on  which  they  based  their 
decision  that  large  sums  of  money  were 
lost  to  the  public  in  the  ordnance  factories 
was  the  consideration  of  the  treatment  of 
refuse,  and  they  declared,  he  thought  a 
little  hastily,  that  the  loss  to  the  public 
amounted  to  ^250,000.  On  behalf  of  the 
officials  engaged  he  must  say  that  he 
thought  that  deduction  of  the  Committee 
a  little  unfair,  because  it  assumed  two 
premises,  neither  of  which  was  correct. 
The  first  was  that  the  system  under  which 
refuse  could  be  utilised  so  as  to  obtain 
from  it  all  the  metal  that  was  thrown 
away  had  been  in  use  in  private  firms,  and 
might  have  been  in  use  in  the  ordnance 
factories,  for  ten  years  past.  But  it  had 
been  shown  that  the  treatment  of  refuse 
had  only  very  recently  been  brought  into 
use  in  private  firms,  within  the  last  five 
years.  Secondly,  there  was  a  yery  con- 
siderable error  as  to  the  amount  of  the  loss, 
which  did  not  amount  to  more  than  one- 
fifth  of  the  sum  the  Committee  mentioned. 
He  could  only  say  that  it  was  the  desire 
of  the  War  Office  to  get  the  best  and  the 
most  practical  men  for  the  ordnance 
factories,  and  he  bad  been  in  communi- 
cation with  the  Treasury  with  a  view 
to  ascertaining  what  would  be  the 
largest  sum  they  would  be  justified 
in  paying  for  a  superintendent.  He 
recognised  that  the  work  was  ex- 
ceedingly onerous,  to  some  extent  compli- 
cated and  extremely  responsible,  and,  a*j 
everybody  knew,  unless  he  was  well 
served  the  superintendent  of  a  small  arm* 
factory  could  not  exercise  proper  control. 
He  did  not  intend  to  make  any  change, 
except  to  bring  the  chief  superintendent 
up  to  the  War  Office,  not  to  reside  there, 
but  to  be  there  on  stated  occasions,  to 
confer  with  the  Financial  Secretary,  so 
that  they  might  have  his  own  official 
statements  from  him  and  not  the  state- 
ments from  a  person  in  an  inferior  position. 
He  was  sure  the  House  would  not  desire 
him  to  say  more  at  the  moment. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport)  asked 
what  reply  was  given  by  the  Treasury  to 
the  right  hon.  Grentlomen's  representation 
as  to  salary. 
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Mr.  BRODRICK  said  they  were  dis- 
posed to  take  a  practical  view  of  the 
situation;  but,  of  course,  as  every  one 
knew,  in  the  public  service  payments 
were  not  made  according  to  results,  and 
it  was  difficult  to  make  one  single  excep- 
tion. He  had  once  put  that  fact  before  a 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whose 
reply  was  that  he  had  saved  the  country 
milbons,  and  that  if  ffb  was  to  have  a 
commission  he  would  be  a  cheap  man  at 
£100,000  a  year,  and  that  he  should 
expect  that  if  he  went  into  the  employ  of 
a  private  firm.  The  great  difficulty  at 
the  present  time  was  that  there  were  a 
number  of  great  firms  who  had  simply  to 
consider  the  commercial  value  of  the  man 
they  employed.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Woolwich  had  brought  forward  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  danger  of  employing 
men  on  piecework  in  dangerous  work. 
He  had  been  in  communication  with  the 
chief  superintendent  at  Woolwich  on  the 
subject,  and  he  was  awaiting  his  reply ; 
but  he  understood  that  the  view  the  hon. 
Member  took,  that  piecework  was  not 
applicable  to  dangerous  work,  was  one 
which  the  officials  might  be  able  to  adopt. 
As  to  stoppages,  the  system  used  to  be 
that  men  were  paid  full  pay  in  hospital, 
but  made  a  contnbution  of  a  shilling  a 
day  for  hospital  charges.  That  held  good 
for  all  who  came  into  the  service  before 
August,  1900.  jMen  who  had  entered 
since  were  placed  on  half  their  scheduled 
pay,  which  was  quite  a  different  thing  to 
their  real  earnings,  and  nothing  was 
deducted  for  hospital  charges.  He  had 
never  heard  any  complaint  of  that  system, 
and  he  believed  it  was  considered  a  fair 
arrangement. 

Mr.  crooks  pointed  out  that  the 
men  were  worse  off  now,  because  a  man 
earning  24s.  a  week  only  got  12s.,  whereas 
formerly  he  would  get  17s. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  understood  that  half 
of  the  rate  a  man  was  earning  without 
stoppages  was  very  often  as  much  to  his 
advantage  as  full  pay  with  the  stoppages, 
but  he  undertook  to  look  into  the  point, 
and  also  into  the  allegation  of  undue 
expenditure  on  experiment.  The  com- 
plaints of  severity  of  inspection  were 
interesting  as  giving  the  other  side  of  the 
case  sometimes  presented  to  him  by  con- 
tractors, who  were  apt  to  say  that  the 
inspectors  were  more  severe  upon  their 
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work.  With  regard  to  the  wages  of  the 
lowest  class  of  employees  the  Government 
were  anxious  to  deal  fairly  with  these 
men  and  at  the  same  time  to  remember 
that  they  were  trustees  of  the  nation's 
money. 


Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  said  that  as  a  representative  of 
a  town  which  had  more  to  do  with  ord- 
nance factories  than  any  other  town  in 
the  kingdom,  he  might  perhaps  be  allowed 
to  say  that  the  best  opinion  was  always 
entertained  by  private  firms  of  the  military 
officers  in  charge  of  ordnance  factories. 
Their  high  standard  of  honour  and  great 
courtesy,  and  the  desire  to  do  all  they 
could  within  the  limits  of  their  function  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  private  manufac- 
turers, were  fully  recognised.  It  was  his 
duty  to  impress  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  the  absolute  necessity  of  setting 
his  face  against  any  extensions  at  the 
ordnance  factories  at  Woolwich.  I- 
would  not  be  politic  to  extend  these 
factories  if  it  were  calculated  to  interfere 
with  the  private  trade  of  the  country. 
There  was  no  greater  mistake  than  to 
concentrate  all  the  work  from  the  Army 
and  Navy  at  Woolwich.  The  Secretary 
of  State  would  remember  that  he  himself, 
and  his  predecessors,  had  encouraged  the 
setting  up  of  a  costly  plant  in  Sheffield, 
and  elsewhere,  by  private  persons  in  order 
that  the  Government  might  have  a  second 
string  to  their  bow  besides  the  ordnance 
factory.  It  was  very  important  that 
however  zealous  the  superintendent  of 
the  ordnance  factory  might  be,  and 
anxious  to  show  that  an  extension  of  the 
factory  might  be  of  advantage  to  the 
public  service,  that  he  should  do  all  he 
could  to  afford  remunerative  employment 
to  this  very  costly  plant  put  down  at  the 
Department's  express  instance.  There 
was  one  matter  that  pressed  very  hardly 
upon  the  working  men  in  Sheffield,  and 
that  was,  the  holding  back  of  orders  by 
the  Government  until  the  very  last 
moment,  and  then  throwing  a  large  order 
into  the  hands  of  the  contractors.  This 
was  attended  with  considerable  evil,  be- 
cause it  caused  an  inflation  of  trade,  and  a 
large  number  of  workmen  were  attracted 
to  the  town.  The  time  came  when  work- 
men were  discharged,  and  at  the  present 
moment  relief  works  were  in  progress  by 
the  corporation  of  Sheffield  on  account  ol 
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the  number  of  men  unemployed  at  the 
various  industries. 


Mr.  weir  complained  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  nothingin  respect 
to  the  question  of  machinery,  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Woolwich  raised.  He 
protested  that  men,  when  they  had 
mastered  a  particular  machine,  should  be 
taken  away  and  put  upon  another,  and 
never  be  allowed  to  make  any  progress. 
He  hoped  the  matter  would  be  looked 
into,  and  the  men,  when  they  had 
plastered  a  machine,  would  be  kept  to 
it,  and  be  enabled  to  turn  out  perfect 
work.  With  regard  to  the  experiments 
that  were  being  made  no  one  knew 
whether  they  were  being  made  on  behalf 
of  the  foremen  of  the  works  or  the 
Government.  These  experiments  might 
be  necessary,  but  they  should  know  what 
the  cost  of  them  was  going  to  be.  The 
Government  should  also  commence  these 
men  at  a  living  wage  and  raise  them  j 
from  that,  and  not  start  them  at  a 
starvation  wage. 


Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire,  Fare- 
bam)  said  he  understood  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  lay  down  the  principle  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  Government  of 
this  country  to  pay  the  heads  of  its  great 
departments  the  same  salaries  which 
private  firms  paid  to  the  gentlemen  at 
the  head  of  their  great  departments.  He 
desired  to  know  whether  the  appointment 
of  military  officers  to  important  depart- 
ments at  Woolwich  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  their  services  could  be  secured 
without  payment  of  such  high  salaries 
as  would  have  to  be  paid  to  civilians, 
and  whether  it  was  considered  that  part 
of  their  payment  consisted  in  the  prestige 
of  the  appointments,  prospect  of  honours, 
and  so  forth,  or  upon  what  system  the 
value  of  their  services  was  calculated. 
He  thought  the  country  would  view  with 
alarm  the  theory  that  the  Government 
oould  not  afford  to  employ  the  best  men 
because  they  could  not  afford  to  pay 
them  the  best  salary  in  competition  with 
private  firms.  The  business  done  by  the 
Government  was  so  much  greater  than 
that  done  by  private  firms,  and  this 
would  be  a  very  dangerous  principle  to 
Jay  down.  Perhaps  his  noble  friend 
would  explain  just  what  the  principle 
was  on  which  those  salaries  were  based. 


Lord  STANLEY  said  he  did  not  think 
there  was  any  reason  to  anticipate  that 
they  would  have  any  difliculty  with  the 
Treasury   in  fixing    the    salary  to    be 
I  given  to  the  head  of  the  factory  establish- 
ment in  accordance  with  the  view  of  all 
those   who   wish  to   see  a  man  paid  a 
proper  salary  for  the  responsibility  im- 
posed upon  him.    At  the  same  time  they 
must  recognise  that  there  was  a  differ- 
ence in  the  case  of  a  salary  paid  to  the 
head  of  an  ordnance  factory  for  constant 
work,    which   was  not   bound   by    the 
amount  of  output,  and  which  was,  so  to 
speak,    a    permanent    situation,  which 
many  men  would  be  glad  to  take  for  a 
salary  lower  than  they  would  be  willing 
to  take   in  the  case  of  a   private  firm 
where  the  work  might  not  be  so  constant 
or     the     employment     so    permanent. 
Therefore,  they  would  see  that  there  was 
a    perceptible    difference    between    the 
situation  of  those  two  men.    At  the  same 
time  he  might  say  that  his   right  hon. 
friend  was  in   communication  with  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  they  would    be  able  to 
arrange  for  such  a  salary  as  would  secure 
the  best  available   man    for    this   par- 
ticular post,  whether  military  or  civilian. 
That  was  the  only  answer  he  could  give 
to  his  hon.  friend.     The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Sheffield  put 
forward    a  proposition  with  which    he 
was  in  entire  agreement,  to  the  effect 
that,  in    time    of    peace   they  should 
preserve  in  the  factories  a  large  measure 
of  extension  for  time  of  war,  and  that,  in 
addition  to  having  their  own  ordnance 
factories  they  should  be  careful  not  to 
put  all  their  eggs  into  one  basket,  but 
should   have    private    firms     who,   like 
themselves,  were  kept  alive   in  times  of 
peace  by  the  orders  which  the  War  Office 
gave  them,  and  who  would  be,  in    time 
of  war,  an  enormous  increase  of  strength. 
This  would  result  in  excellent  economy, 
because,  in  time  of  war,  they  would  find 
that  large  power  of  extension  without 
further   payment,   instead  of    that   ex- 
tension which  only  came  by  degrees,  and 
for    which   they   had  to  pay  so  heavily 
during  the  late  war. 

The  hon.  Member  for  Woolwich,  whose 
remarks  had  been  added  to  and  repeated  by 
the  hon.  Member  sitting  next  to  him,  asked 
a  question  about  the  machinists,  and  said 
that  some  machinists,  after  having  been 
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taught  their  work,  were  put  back  to 
Sweeping  the  floors.  That  had  been 
done  because  those  persons  had  been 
found  unfit  for  the  work  which  they  had 
been  given  to  do.  After  making  careful 
inquiries  he  could  find  no  instance  of 
the  kind  which  had  l)een  mentioned. 
There  was  no  instance  of  taking  an  accom- 
plished machinist  from  his  ordinary 
work,  but  where  a  machinist  had  been 
tried  and  found  wanting  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  reduce  him.  With 
regard  to  payment  for  damages,  although 
it  did  appear  hard  on  the  face  of  it, 
if  they  relieved  these  men  altogether 
from  responsibility  for  n^ligence  in 
their  work  it  would  be  hardly  fair  to 
the  State.  He  quite  admitted  that  it 
might  be  hard  in  some  ca  es  that  the 
men  should  suffer  for  mistakes,  but  | 
where  mistakes  could  be  proved  to  be 
pure  mistakes  in  most  of  those  cases  the 
fines  had  been  remitted.  Jn  cases  where  ' 
it  could  be  proved  that  there  had  been 
negligence  they  had  some  right  to  im- 
pose punishment  for  that  negligence. 
Hd  did  not  know  that  there  were  any 
other  points  which  had  been  raised 
except  those  into  which  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  promised  the  fullest  inquiry. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  said 
he  could  not  follow  the  logic  of  the 
noble  Lord.  The  hon.  Member  had 
complained  that  the  heads  of  depart- 
toents  did  not  appear  to  be  satisfied 
with  their  stipends. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  said  he  had 
suggested  nothing  of  the  kind,  for  he 
merely  made  an  inquiry  as  to  what  was 
the  system  upon  which  the  salaries  were 


Mr.  BROADHURST  said  that  if  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
meant  anything  at  all,  it  meant  that 
the  heads  of  those  departments  were 
worth  more  money  than  they  were 
receiving.  The  noble  Lord  opposite 
had  said  that  w!th  regard  to  these 
positions  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
finding  men. 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  said  that  was 
what   he  understood  the   noble  Lord  to 

state. 

Lard  Stanley. 


Lord  STANLEY  said  he  did  not  say 
that  at  all;  on  the  contrary,  he  said 
they  were  difficult  to  find. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  said  the  noble 
Lord  stated  that  the  heads  of  thes^ 
departments  were  receiving  a  satisfac- 
tory salary,  or  they  would  not  stay^ 
and  he  pointed  out  the  enormous 
advantage  these  men  at  present  possessed 
because  they  had  a  certain  salary  paid 
to  them,  no  matter  what  the  condition 
of  the  work  of  the  department  might  be  ;. 
or,  in  other  words,  be  said  their  stipend 
did  not  depend  upon  the  output.  In 
many  private  firms  the  heads  of  de- 
partments had  great  competition  to> 
face,  and  they  had  to  show  profits,  and 
upon  their  capacity  to  show  profits- 
depended  their  retention  in  their  posi- 
tions. The  noble  Lord's  argument  was 
that  all  was  well  and  satisfactory,  and 
then  he  suddenly  left  that  position  and 
said  that  they  were  about  to  put  them- 
selves into  communication  with  the 
Treasury  to  see  what  increase  could  be 
made  in  the  salaries  of  the  heads  of 
departments  and  what  amount  could  be 
paid.  If  all  was  satisfactory  and  writ 
and  they  had  the  best  men  doing  the 
best  work,  and  the  War  OflSce  were 
satisfied  with  their  position,  why  od 
earth  should  they  apply  to  the  Treasury 
for  an  increased  salary  for  a  class  of 
men  who  were  satisfied  with  what 
they  were  receiving  at  the  present 
time.  He  did  not  see  the  logie 
of  the  position  at  all.  He  sincerely 
trusted  that  the  Treasury  would  refuse 
this  increase  unless  a  substantial  case 
was  made  out  in  justification  of  that 
increase.  There  was  waste  enough  at 
the  War  OflSce  already,  for  waste  was 
constantly  going  on  there  in  all  branches 
of  its  work  without  this  further  un- 
necessary increase  in  the  stipends  of  the 
heads  of  those  departments. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.)  said 
that  upon  this  question  one  of  the 
arguments  put  forward  was  that  mili- 
tary men  could  be  got  for  these  positions 
at  about  half  the  price  of  good  civilians. 
No  doubt  the  position  of  superintendent 
of  any  of  these  departments,  if  they 
only  gave  £300  a  year,  would  command 
plenty  of  applications.  If  they  put  a 
civilian  at  the   head    of   a  department 
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he  must  have  a  certain  amount  of 
experience  and  prestige,  and  a  certain 
market  value  in  the  engineering  world ; 
and  to  get  a  man  of  that  character 
would  cost  at  least  double  as  much  as 
a  military  man  —  he  had  heard  the 
salary  put  at  £2,500.  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  had  put  forward  the 
argument  that  there  should  be  a  certain 
amount  of  military  and  naval  men 
employed.  He  did  not  know  where  the 
War  OflSce  were  to  get  their  good 
technical  advice.  If  they  had  a 
manufacturing  civil  service  trained  up, 
no  doubt  they  would  be  just  as  faithful 
to  that  service  as  the  military  men,  but 
even  Woolwich  was  not  big  enough  to 
make  a  profession  of  that  kind.  There- 
fore they  had  either  to  train  up  a  certain 
number  of  military  men,  or  go  into  the 
engineering  market  It  was  most  im- 
portant to  have  a  few  men  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  on  whom  they  could  rely 
possessing  sufficient  technical  knowledge 
and  whom  they  could  trust.  Such  men 
ought  to  work  with  the  workmen  in 
the  department  ten  or  fifteen  years 
before  they  were  appointed  as  heads  of 
those  departments,  and  in  every  country 
it  had  been  found  necessary  to  have  a 
certain  number  of  military  and  naval 
men  employed  in  the  great  arsensals. 
It  would  be  a  pity  to  depart  from  that 
position.  He  did  not  think  they  should 
be  exclusively  military  or  naval  men. 
They  would  never  get  a  good  civil 
engineer  on  the  same  terms  as  they 
would  get  a  military  man,  who  had  other 
propects  in  his  profession,  including 
pension.  He  instanced  the  case  of  Sir 
Andrew  Noble,  who,  if  he  had  remained 
in  the  Government  service,  would  prob 
ably  have  got  about  £1,000  a  year.  He 
left  the  artillery  service  and  joined  Lord 
Armstrong,  and  he  was  popularly  supposed 
to  have  done  extremely  well.  In  regard 
to  tenders,  the  hon.  Member  said  they 
could  never  have  a  thoroughly  healthy 
system    until   the    public    knew    more 


about  the  contracts.  The  amount  of 
power  the  Director  of  Contracts  had  waa 
enormous,  and  ought  not  to  be  permitted. 
He  thought  the  contracts  and  the  tendeiu 
ought  to  be  published. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  It  is  out  of  order 
to  discuss  contracts  now.  There  is  no 
provision  for  contracts  in  this  Vote. 

Colonel  NOLAN  said  the  hon. ^Mem- 
ber for  Sheffield  had  complained  that 
they  did  not  get  enough  contract* 
for  that  town.  He  did  not  see  how  he 
could  reply  to  that  without  commenting 
on  the  subject  of  contracts. 

Mr.  SHACKLETON  (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe)  said  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Woolwich  had  referred  / 
to  the  question  of  a  minimum  wage. 
They  thought  something  should  he 
done  in  this  matter.  They  did  not 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  make 
any  definite  promise  at  present,  but  they 
thought  he  should  give  an  assurance 
that  he  would  consider  the  matter 
There  were  600  men  who  had  no  hope 
of  any  increase  at  all,  and  they  were 
receiving  wages  of  21s.  to  24s.  a  week. 
He  thought  the  House  would  agree  that 
men  should  not  be  in  the  position  of 
receiving  such  wages  without  any  hope 
of  increase.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  promised  to  receive  a  deputation 
from  the  clothing  department.  That 
was  the  proper  thing  to  do  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  feeling  of  the  workpeople 
themselves.  If  he  would  promise  to 
receive  a  deputation  from  those  men  he 
and  his  friends  would  be  satisfied,  but 
to  treat  the  request  that  had  been  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Woolwich  \iith 
silence  was  not  satisfactory. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— A  ves,  146 ;  Noes, 
54.     (Division  List,  No.  250.) 


Anson,  Sir  vVilliam  Reynell 
/rkwrid^t,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hngh  0. 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Baffot,  Capt.  Joaceline  FitzBoj 
BaUey.  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 


AYES. 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (LudB 
Ban buiV,  Sir  Frederick  Geor^je 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bi^ood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bouefield,  William  Robert 
Brodridc,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 


Burdett-Coutta,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Ht.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  (Derhysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Oreenwich) 
Cham berlain,  Rt.  H  n .  J .  ( Birtn, 
Chamberlain,RtHn.  J.  A.(  Wore 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


743 


Supply— 


'Chapman,  Edward 
Oharriiiffton,  Spencer 
Clive,  Cuptain  rercy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coffhill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoEen,  Benjamin  Loois 
Collines,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  ChftB.  Edw  H.  Athole 
Corbett.  T.  L.  {Domn,  North) 
Craig,  Charle8Curtis(-4  iitr%m,S 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dizon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawpenoe,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Deoiion  {7ork\ 
Fello  wes,  Hon .  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergusson,RtHn.  SirJ.  (Manc'r 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay.  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thonuui 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fiton,  Frederick  William 
Flanneiy,  Sir  Forteacue 
Forster  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhilipS.(  Warwick,S.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
<Tardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,HnA.G.  H(Ct7v  ofLmd, 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonaerry^  8.) 
Cordon,Maj.  EvH,nB{TrH*mrts 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goechen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Oouldinj?,  Edward  Alfred 
Gieene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Orenfell,  William  Heniy 

Abraham,  William  {Rhondda) 

Atherley-Jonea,  L. 

Bayley,  Thomas  [Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Richard 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  (ieorge  M.  {Edinburgh 

Bums,  John 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell.  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

DaTies,  Alfred  (Ccu^^rlhen) 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Fuller,  T.  M.  F. 

Griffith.  Ellis  J. 

<»urdon,  Sir  Wra.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Scale 


{COMMONS} 

Guept,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hambro,  (diaries  Eric 
Hamilton,Rt.Hn.Ld  G.(Midlx 
Hardy, LaurenceCATew/,  Ashfd 
Hare,  1  horn  as  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  Jamea  Homer 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  {HarUey) 
Henderson.SirA.  {Stafford,  W. ) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  1 . 
Horner,  Frederick  William 
Hudson,  George  Biokersteth 
Jeffrejrs,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  iOUugotr 
Lawson,JohnGrant(  Yorks.NR 
Lee,  ArthurH  ( Hants.  Fareham 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Henea^e 
Le  veson-Gower,  FrederickN.  S 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lodcwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Wal  teT{Bristol,S 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee  * 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowiher,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
^cdona,  John  Cumming 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
M*Killop,  W\  (Sligo,  North) 
Majendie,  Jamee  A.  H. 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  ^cott{Hants. 
Morgan,  David  J(  WcUthamstoto 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray ,  RtHnA.  Qv9.\iHm(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nich<Jion,  William  Graham 

NOES. 

Healv,  Timothy  Michael 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Dtirkam) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jamef^on,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  William  {Carnurvonsh, 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Lambert,  George 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Comiro// 
MacYeagh,  Jeremiaii 
M'Govem,  T. 
Moss,  Samuel 
Murphy,  John 

Nolan,Col.  JohnP.lG^o/tmyiNT. 
O'Doherty,  WilUam 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ri^g,  Richard 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
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PeaM,  H.  Pike  (DarHngUm) 
Fbtcj,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plnmmer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Carne 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Skeffeld) 
Robertson,  Herliert  (Hackney 
Holies' on,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Rutherford,  John  (Larwashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  B.  {IsleofWiaht 
Sharoe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair,  Louia  {Romford) 
Skewea-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jn.  M. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  {East  Toxteth) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Valeotia,  Viscount 
Vincent,ColSirC.  E.  UiSheffield 
Walker,  CoL  WilUam  Hall 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  0.  E. 
Whiteley,  U.(AshUm^.'Lyne) 
Wodehou8e,Rt  Hn  E  R.  (Bath 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland-Hood 
and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Samuel,  Herbert  L  (Cleveland 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Spencer,  RtHnC.  R.  (Xorthants 
Thomas,  F.  ¥reeman{Hastings 
Thompson,DrEC(3/o/Mii^*n,iV^ 
Thomeon,  F.  W.  (7orh,W.  R,) 
Tonlmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Weir,  Jamee  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

Tellers  fop.  the  Noes^ 
Mr.  Crooks  and  Mr. 
Shackleton. 


Resolution  agreed  to. 
First  Resolution  considered. 


Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
•Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  com- 
plained that  the  Government  had  refused 
to  pay  £700  or  £800  a  year  in  lieu  of 
rates  on  Gk)vernment  property  in  Dublin, 
and  had  also  deprived  them  of  the  right 
to  test  the  validity  of  the  refusal  in  the 
law  courts.  Ireland  received  in  lieu  of 
the  rating  of  Government  property  the 
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sum  of  X50,000,  although  it  was  quite 
true  that  in  recent  years  there  had  been 
a  decided  increase  of  that  contribution, 
largely  because  of  the  building  of 
barracks  in  Ireland.  But  whereas  in 
England  there  was  a  Treasury  valuer  to 
compute  the  amount  which  the  Treasury 
should  pay,  they  in  Ireland  were  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  a  Grovernment  depart- 
ment, which  seemed  to  be  completely 
under  the  thumb  of  His  Majesty  s 
Treasury;  and  although  they  had  to  pay 
half  of  the  officiars  salary,  they  had  no 
control  over  his  appointment,  or  over  the 
principles  under  which  he  acted.  Con- 
sequently, it  might  be  assumed  that  he 
allocated  in  lieu  of  rates  on  Government 
property  in  Ireland  the  least  sum  that  he 
could  allocate.  For  instance.  Phoenix 
Park,  in  Dublin,  which  was  the  largest  \ 
park  in  the  United  Kingdom,  was  rated  i 
at  £1,700.  This  park  was  acquired  \ 
under  the  Act  of  Union,  although  it  had 
been  entirely  paid  for  by  the  Irish  Par- 
liament, and  the  English  Government 
had  no  more  right  to  it  than  to  the 
watch  which  he  had  in  his  pocket  or  the 
coat  upon  his  back.  But  they  had  also 
taken  all  the  advantages  of  the  sites  of  the 
Viceregal  lodge,  of  the  Chief  Secretary's 
Lodge,  of  the  Under-Secretary's  Lodge,  the 
headquarters  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, and  for  the  hospital.  Again, 
they  had  recently  allowed  Wellington 
Barracks  an  entrance  into  the  Park,  and 
indeed  had  converted  this  park,  which  had 
been  grabbed  under  an  Act  in  1869,  into 
one  vast  military  training  ground,  al- 
though it  had  been  a  common  for  the 
people  of  Dublin  for  thousands  of  years, 
under  a  decision  of  a  case  in  England, 
called  the  Brockwell  Park  decision,  the 
Government  had,  by  secret  communica- 
tion, directed  their  valuer  in  Dublin  to 
strike  out  of  his  valuation  of  the  sums 
due  in  lieu  of  rates,  the  sum  of  XI, 700 
for  Phoenix  Park,  the  share  of  which  fall- 
ing to  the  Dublin  County  Council  would 
have  amounted  to  X700  or  £800.  What 
made  this  matter  more  extraordinary  was 
that  when  the  County  Council  system 
for  Ireland  was  inaugurated  the  Dublin 
County  Council,  which  represented  the 
old  Grand  Jury,  were  deprived  of  the  use 
of  the  Hall  in  the  Four  Courts,  where  the 
Grand  Jury  had  met  for  fifty  years,  and 
compelled  the  Dublin  County  Council  to 
build  a  hall  of  their  own  at  a  cost  of 
£5,000  or  £6,000. 


I«et  him  examine  for  a  moment  the 
grounds  on  which  this  extraordinary 
decision  had  been  come  to.  The  decisions 
of  the  law  courts  in  regard  to  rateable 
hereditaments  were  very  conflicting,  and 
very  frequently  irreconcilable,  but  a  sort 
of  rule  had  been  arrived  at,  according 
to  the  length  of  the  Lord  Chancellor'a 
foot,  and  of  which  no  one  would  speak 
with  any  great  respect  or  veneration. 
The  County  Council  of  London  had  a 
place  called  Brockwell  Park,  for  the 
advantage  of  the  citizens  of  London,  and 
the  rating  authority  of  Lambeth  asserted 
that  that  was  a  rateable  hereditament^ 
and  that  the  London  County  Council 
should  pay  rates  thereon.  The  Queen's 
Bench  decided  that  it  was  rateable,  but 
the  County  Council  went  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  where  it  was  decided  that  the 
Brockwell  Park  was  not  a  rateable 
hereditament,  on  two  grounds — first,  that 
the  County  Council  of  London  drew  no 
revenue  whatever  from  Brockwell  Park^ 
which  had  been  dedicated  by  a  private 
Act  to  the  ratepayers  of  London  for  ever. 
They  charged  no  tolls  and  got  no  revenue, 
and  therefore  the  test  of  rateability  on 
that  ground  disappeared.  The  other 
principle  of  the  decision  was  that  there 
was  no  tenant  of  this  park,  and  that  the 
London  County  Council  could  not  in 
any  sense  be  considered  to  be  a  tenant  of 
it.  Let  the  House  have-  regard  to  those 
decisions  in  the  case  of  the  Royal  parks 
in  Dublin.  Was  the  King  not  a  tenant 
of  his  own  park  and  messuage  in  Ireland  1 
And  if  the  King  was  not  a  tenant,  the 
Lord-Lieutenant,  as  his  bailiff,  in  a  legal 
sense  might  be  considered  to  be  his 
tenant  for  all  purposes.  Could  it  be  said 
also  that  the  Government  did  not  derive 
profit  out  of  the  park  1  To  the  great 
inconvenience  of  the  public,  the  Board  of 
Works  in  Ireland  turned  into  the  park 
droves  of  cattle,  from  which  they  derived 
an  annual  grazing  rent  of  over  £700. 
So  that  the  two  principles  of  the 
decisions  on  which  the  Brockwell  Park 
case  went  were  not  applicable  to 
Dublin.  In  the  latter  case  a  tenant 
existed,  and  an  income  existed  in  the 
shape  of  the  grazing  rents.  On  what 
principle,  then,  should  the  Government, 
by  an  official  decision  which  they  had  refused 
to  allow  to  be  tested  in  the  law  coiu™ts — 
which  some  clerk  in  the  Treasury,  whom 
they  could  not  get  at,  had  given— deprive 
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the  ratepayers  of  Dublin  of  the  contri- 
bution from  the  Government  in  lieu  of 
rates  which  they  had  employed  foi  more 
than  fifty  years  1  He  had  written  to  the 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  reasons 
on  notepaper  in  regard  to  this  point,  for 
he  had  always  found  the  right  hon. 
•Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol 
-very  fair  in  his  attitude  of  mind  towards 
Jrish  rating  questions;  but  unfortunately 
it  he  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  then  on 
the  point  of  resignation,  and  it  was  very 
proper  and  natural,  perhaps,  that  he 
should  not  have  regarded  Irish  rating 
rxights  in  Dublin  as  of  very  great  impor- 
tance, at  a  time  when  he  was  fighting 
a  rearguard  action  with  the  Colonial 
.Secretary.  He  had  taken  privately  the 
utmost  pains  to  convince  the  Treasury 
of  the  justice  of  the  Dublin  case,  and  on 
two  occasions  he  had  asked  questions  in 
the  House  upon  it.  The  first  answer 
given  to  him  was  by  the  present  Post- 
master-General. Of  course,  the  great 
case  made  out  by  the  Government  was 
that  the  Brock  well  Park  decision  applied 
to  England  and  Scotland,  and  that 
^therefore  there  was  no  injustice  done  to 
Ireland.  He  had  tried  to  get,  but  failed, 
rhow  much  Scotland  and  England  had 
been  robbed  of  by  that  decision.  The 
.Postmaster-General  said — 

*'  As  regards  the  rating  of  the  Phcenix  Park, 
I  he  Treasury  have  decided  that  in  future  no 
contribution  in  lieu  of  rates  shall  be  made  in 
respect  of  such  portion  of  the  Phoenix  as  is 
unenclosed  and  ojien  to  the  public,  or  of  the 
bailiffs  residencje  and  certain  lodges.  I  rcjyjret 
that,  by  an  oversight,  the  lociu  authorities 
were  not  informed  oi  the  reason  of  this  change. 
No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  valuation 
of  the  park,  nor  has  the  Treasury  made  anv  legal 
decision  on  the  subject.  They  have,  however, 
always  reserved  to  themselves  the  right  to 
decide  in  the  last  resort  upon  any  disputed 
question  in  connection  with  the  contribution 
voluntarily  made  by  His  Majesty's  Government 
in  lieu  of  rates  in  whatever  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  it  may  arise.** 

It  was  argued  that  this  payment  of 
rates  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
was  a  voluntary  act — an  act  of  grace. 
What  would  English  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment say  if  the  £500,000  sterling 
contributed  in  England  were  suddenly 
withdrawn  from  the  local  authorities 
without  even  the  courtesy  of  an  intima- 
tion that  it  was  to  be  done  1  Would 
it  then  be  said  that  the  payment  was 
an  act  of  grace  on  the  part  of  the 
Govern  u^ent.      The     whole     idea     was 

Mr.  T.  ^f.  Heahj. 


absurd.    In  England  there  were  officials 
and  clerks     receiving   salaries    to    the 
amount  of  £2,329  per  annum  to  look 
after    this   "  act   of  grace.'*     What   an 
extraordhiary  kind  of  grace  it  was  that 
required  so  many  officials  to  look  after 
the    '*alms."    The   matter  showed   the 
vice  of  permitting  these   things   to  be 
decided  by  some  obscure  person  at  the 
Treasury — if  anybody  at  the    Treasury 
could     be     obscure.       An      additional 
absurdity    was     the     fact     that      the 
Treasury,      while      withdrawing      the 
pastoral     portion    of    the    park     from 
rating,    had    consented,    in    the    teeth 
of  the  Brock  well  Park  and  other  cases, 
to  continue  to  pay  rates  upon  the  Vice- 
regal Lodge,  the  Royal  Irish  Barracks, 
and   other  buildings,   which    no    hypo- 
thetical tenant   would   ever    take.      If 
the  decision  turned  upon  the  hypothetical 
tenant,  let  the  Government  put  a  placard 
in  the  window  of  the  Viceregal  Lodge, 
and   see   how   much   rent    they    would 
get.      Nobody  would  take  it  as  a  gift. 
And  what  about  a  hypothetical  tenant 
for   Woolwich  Arsenal  1    The  Treasury 
therefore   were  in  the  absurd  position, 
of  continuing  to  pay  rates  on  a  losing 
property    which    required    expenditure 
to  keep  up,  while  depriving  the  County 
Council  of  rates  on  a  profitable  property. 
Such   a  position    appeared    to    be    not 
only    illegal    but    inconsistent    and   re- 
pugnant.    When  he  brought  the  matter 
before  the  House  in  October  last  year 
and    asked    the     amount    which    had 
been  stopped  by  the  Treasury  in  England 
and  Scotland  in  this  connection,  he  was 
first  told  he  could  be  given  the  details 
privately  and  then  referred  to  a  return 
from  which,  if  he   had    been  a  skilled 
arithmetician — which    he    regretted    to 
say    he    was   not — he   could    spell   out 
some  information     for    himself.     That 
return,  however,  was  not  totalled,  and 
was   useless  for  his  purpose.     His  con- 
tention was  that  the  Government  had. 
without  inquiry,  committed  an  injustice, 
basing  their  action  on  a  case  which  was 
really   not    analogous.      Because    both 
Brockwell  Park  and  Phoenix  Park  were 
parks,  it  did  not  necessarily  follow  that 
the  law  which   applied  to  one  applied 
equally    to   the  other.     There   was  no 
resemblance  in    either  occupiership  or 
revenue  between  the  two,   and  to  use 
the  Brockwell  Park  decision  as  a  meafts 
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to  deprive  the  Dublin  authority  of  rates 
was  most  uujust.  More  barracks  had 
been  built  elsewhere,  and  consequently 
more  rates  would  have  to  be  paid  in 
respect  thereof,  and  the  idea  of  the 
Treasury  was  to  rob  Ireland  as  far  as 
possible,  and  prevent  her  getting  any 
increase  of  rates.  If  this  was  a  question 
of  law — as  the  Government  admitted  it 
to  be — the  fair  thing  would  be  to  let 
the  matter  be  tested  on  a  petition  of 
right.  That  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury 
should  of  his  own  volition  deprive  a 
public  authority  of  £700  or  £800  a 
year  could  not  be  tolerated,  and  no 
reply  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
would  be  satisfactory  unless  it  was 
agreed  to  lemit  the  matter  for  the 
decision  of  a  competent  court  of  law. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) 
«aid  the  question  as  it  presented  itself 
to  the  Treasury  was  a  far  simpler 
matter  than  it  appeared  to  be  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  North 
Louth.  If  the  matter  was  looked  at 
in  an  impartial  manner  there  was  really 
no  question  of  robbing  anybody,  or  of 
treating  Ireland  with  injustice.  The 
rule  whach  had  been  applied  to  Phoenix 
tPark  was  exactly  the  same  as  had 
been  applied  in  London  to  Hyde 
Park,  St.  James's  Park,  and  others,  and 
the  rates  involved  amounted  to  about 
the  same  sum  as  in  the  case  of  Phcenix 
Park.  The  principle  of  the  matter  was 
this.  As  a  matter  of  constitutional  law 
the  Crown  was  not  liable  to  pay  rates, 
but  in  recent  years  it  had  become  the 
practice  for  the  Crown  to  p  y  rates  as  an 
:act  of  grace  and  favour.  Having  ascer- 
tained to  the  best  of  their  abihty  the 
amount  of  the  rate  for  which  a  private 
owner  or  occupier  would  be  liable,  the 
Crown  as  an  act  of  grace  paid  the  same 
amount  to  the  local  rates.  In  the 
Brock  well  Park  case,  on  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  had  argued  with 
his  usual  acumen,  it  was  held  that  as  the 
^ark  was  held  for  the  public  use  and  was 
entirely  used  for  public  purposes  there 
was  no  rateable  occupier,  as  the  County 
Council  were  merely  the  custodians  or 
trustees  for  the  public.  That  being  so, 
the  Treasury  held  that  as  the  County 
Council  was  not  a  rateable  occupier 
neither    was    the    Crown,  and  as   the 
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Crown  simply  paid  as  an  act  of  grace 
the  sum  of  which  a  rateable  occupier 
would  be  liable  they  ought  not  to  con- 
tinue to  pay  as  they  had  been  doing. 
That  was  the  whole  of  the  case.  The 
Treasury  would  continue  to  pay  the 
rates  for  which  a  private  occupier  would 
be  liable,  but  a  decision  having  been 
given  that  in  such  a  case  there  was 
no  rateable  occupier — [Mr.  Healy: 
There  was  no  such  decision.]— the 
Crown  were  entitled  to  say  that  they 
would  not  pay  where  a  private  owner 
would  not  That  was  the  case  for  the 
Treasury,  and  he  could  not  add  anything 
to  it. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  further  Consideration  of  the  Post- 
poned Resolutions  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

SUPPLY[23rd  Allotted  Day]  [6th  August, 
Evening  Sitting]  KEPORT. 

Order  read,  for  further  Consideration  of 
Postponed  Resolutions : — 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  said  it  was 
wrong  in  principle  and  unfair  in  practice 
that  the  Government  should  be  its  own 
valuer  for  rating  purposes.  There  ought 
to  be  some  mode  of  appeal,  it  might  be 
to  the  County  Court  Judge,  or  to  an 
independent  arbitrator,  but  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  say  arbitrarily  that  they  could 
or  would  not  be  rated,  and  that  if  they  were 
to  be  rated  they  would  be  their  own  valuers 
for  rating  purposes,  that  was  unfair  in 
the  extreme,  l>ecause  the  deficit  in  that 
case  had  to  be  paid  by  the  general  body  of 
ratepayers,  which  was  a  very  great  hard- 
ship, seeing  that  the  property  got  all  the 
benefit  of  local  government.  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  said  this  was  Crown 
property,  and  that  the  principle  which 
had  been  applied  to  Phoenix  Park  had 
been  applied  in  the  case  of  Hyde  Park, 
and  in  similar  cases.  But  many  wrongs 
did  not  make  a  right,  and  it  was  a  purely 
technical  point  to  say  it  was  Crown 
property.  It  was,  in  effect,  the  property 
of  the  Stat^. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  said  the  Crown  paid 
rates  only  in  cases  where,  if  the  property 
were  owned  or  occupied  by  private  indi- 
viduals, rates  could  be  lawfully  exacted, 
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but  in  the  case  of  the  Brockwell  Park  or 
the  Phoenix  Park  it  had  been  found  that 
there  was  no  liability  to  pay  rates,  and 
therefore  the  Crown  refused  to  be  liable. 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  pointed  out 
that  although  the  Crown  was  under  no 
liability  to  pay  compensation  in  the  case 
of  one  of  His  Majesty's  ships  running 
down  a  merchantman  they  had  always 
paid  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  :  Exactly  ;  but  if  it  waa 
held  that  there  was  no  liability  in  the 
case  of  a  privately  owned  ship  in  similar 
cases  the  Crown  would  not  accept  any 
liability. 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  said  the  Crown 
had  taken  up  not  a  legal  position  but  a 
moral  and  equitable  position.  The 
Government  and  the  private  individual 
were  not  in  an  analogous  position.  Ths 
private  individual  had  limited  means; 
the  Government  had  the  whole  means  of 
the  community  behind  it.  The  whole 
community  could  pay  where  the  private 
individual  might  not  have  the  resources  ; 
for  many  years  the  Crown  had  paid  in 
respect  of  its  property,  and  had  thereby 
set  up  a  standard.  Although  not  prim- 
arily liable  where  the  property  was  not 
expressly  named  by  statute,  yet  to  with- 
draw the  contribution  on  a  technical 
ground  was  at  variance  with  the  higher 
moral  standard  which  the  Government 
had  itself  set  up. 

Mr.  GORDON  (Londonderry,  S.)  said 
the  case  of  Phoenix  Park  in  respect 
of  rating  wds  very  different  from  that 
of  Hyde  Park  and*  other  parks  in  Lon- 
don and  elsewhere,  because  while  in  the 
case  of  the  latter  the  whole  of  the  park 
was  available  to  the  pubb'c as  a  recreation 
ground,  in  the  case  of  the  former  a  large 
portion  was  cut  off  for  the  purpose  of 
grazing,  and  thus  the  inhabitants  of 
Dublin  lost  the  advantage  of  the  park  by 
so  much.  The  whole  of  Phoenix  Park 
was  in  the  county  of  Dublin,  and  there- 
fore the  County  Council  should  derive  the 
benefit  of  the  rates  from  it,  but  this  they 
did  not  do.  There  was  a  considerable 
revenue  derived  by  the  Crown  from 
Phoenix  Park  for  grazing,  and  he  did  not 
think  his  hon.  friend  was  far  out  when 
he  estimated  it  at  £700.  They  all  knew 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  favour  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown  to  pay  these  rates,  but  having 

Mr.  Elliot. 


'  paid  them  so  long  he  would  suggest  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the^  mat- 
ters (Mr.  Elliot)  that  it  would  be  well  for 
the  Government  to  reconsider  the  matter 
and  continue  the  grants  in  lieu  of  rates. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  altogether  denied  that 
in  this  matter  there  was  any  Irish  griev 
ance  at  all.  There  happened  to  have  been 
a  decision  by  the  House  of  Lords  in  the 
Brockwell  Park  case,  to  the  effect  that  the 
park,  being  held  by  virtue  of  a  statute  for 
the  public  benefit,  was  therefore  not 
rateable.  The  Crown  had  always  paid 
rates  upon  an  ascertained,  definite  prin 
ciple.  Where  the  courts  of  law  had 
decided  that  certain  property  was  rateable^ 
then  where  that  kind  of  property  was  held 
by  the  Crown  the  Crown  would,  as  a 
matter  of  favour,  pay  rates.  The  Crown 
said  that,  although  not  bound  by  the  law, 
they  would  pay  rates  on  that  kind  of 
property  on  which  rates  were  payable, 
out  they  would  not  pay  rates  on  that 
kind  of  property  on  which  rates  were  not 
payable.  It  was  a  question  of  the  law  of 
the  land. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  ex- 
pressed  his  sorrow  that  the  Government 
should  take  up  this  position.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  two  countries  were  quite 
different.  He  was  a  ratepayer,  both  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Dublin,  and  he  could 
assure  the  House  the  rates  were  burdensome 
to  a  degree.  If  there  had  been  no  decision 
in  the  Irish  Courts  exempting  the  Phoenix 
Park,  and  it  was  conceivable  that  if  the 
matter  came  before  them  they  might  take 
a  different  view  to  that  which  had  beea 
taken  in  this  country,  he  thought  it 
was  very  inconvenient  at  this  stage  of  the 
session  to  make  a  change  which  would  so 
seriously  affect  the  ratepayers  of  the 
county  of  Dublin. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Second  Resolution  agreed  to. 
Third  Resohition   considered. 

Mr.  WEIR  called  attention  to  the  un- 
satisfactory state  of  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  Referring  particularly  to  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  he  complained 
that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Scottish 
Office  to  hoard  up  the  money  available. 
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He  was  anxious  to  hear  from  the  Lord- 
Advocate  that  night  whether  the  negotia- 
tions were  likely  to  result  in  the  Scottish 
Oongested  Districts  Board  getting  control 
of  any  of  these  farms.  A  statement  had 
been  made  that  the  sites  set  aside  at 
Stornaway  had  not  been  taken  advantage 
of.  Why  was  iti  Because  they  were 
available  only  for  cottars  who  had  broken 
the  law!  The  Hon.  Member  next  pro- 
•ceeded  to  complain  that  the  CJongested 
Districts  Board  were  accumulating  un- 
•expended  balances,  when  the  money  could 
be  advantageously  laid  out,  and  he  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that  the  Lord- Advocate 
-would  visit  the  Island  of  Lewis  and  see 
the  condition  of  the  houses  there,  a  con- 
dition which  not  so  very  long  since  led  to 
a.  serious  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever,  one 
result  of  which  was  that  a  school  had  to 
be  closed  for  a  period  of  six  months. 
{The  hon.  Member  was  almost  inaudible 
m  the  Press  Gallery  throughout  this 
speech.] 


Amendment  proposed — 

•*To  leave    out    *  £366,072,'    and 
*  £365,972.'  ''—{Mr  Weir.) 


insert 


Question  proposed,  **That  £366,072 
fitand  part  of^ the  said  Resolution.'* 

Sir  CHARLES  RENSHAW  (Renfrew- 
shire,  W.)  said  he  was  convinced,  from  what 
he  read  in  the  Reports  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  that  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  was  proceeding  on  sound  lines  for 
the  permanent  relief  of  the  Highlands  and 
Islands.  He  had  been  struck  by  the  care- 
ful manner  in  which  it  carried  out  its 
duties.  He  was  not  inclined  to  criticise 
the  moderation  of  the  schemes  which  they 
carried  out ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought 
they  were  entitled  to  some  credit  because 
they  did  not  rush  into  a  series  of  haphazard 
schemes.  Their  policy  was  to  perma- 
nently, and  not  merely  temporarily,  relieve 
the  congested  districts  in  which  they  took 
action.  They  had  done  substantial  work, 
and  in  the  past  year  had  made  pur- 
chases of  land  in  the  Island  of  Skye.  They 
were  dealing  with  the  question  on  broad 
lines,  and  it  was  to  be  regretted  that  hon. 
Members  opposite  had  blocked  a  Bill  now 
before  Parliament  which  would  have  en- 
abled the  Scottish  Ofl&ce  to  carry    out 


certain  proposals  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

Mr.  weir  said  he  had  communicated 
to  Lord  Balfour  of  Buileigh  his  earnest 
desire  that  the  Bill  should  be  charged,  and 
the  hon.  Baronet  was  not  therefore  en- 
titled to  accuse  him  of  blocking  it. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  that  according  to  the  reports  of  the 
Board  itself  only  XI  5,000  had  been 
actually  spent  on  the  main  purpose  of  the 
Board  during  the  four  years  of  its 
existence — namely,  the  migration  of 
crofters  from  the  congested  districts  to 
larger  holdings  in  other  districts.  At  the 
same  time  the  Board  had  accumulated 
£86,000  out  of  their  annual  grants.  What 
were  the  purposes  for  which  the  grant  was 
made  ?  First,  in  regard  to  agriculture  they 
included  the  provision  of  seed  and  agri- 
cultural implements  and  dairy  utenr^ilp, 
and  then  land  was  to  be  purchased  upon 
which  cottars,  migrated  from  congested 
districts,  could  settle.  The  Board  was 
established  chiefly  for  the  purpose* 
of  increasing  the  holdings  and  settlinp; 
the  people  on  new  crofts,  and  yet, 
during  the  five  years  of  its  existence, 
out  of  £175,000  it  had  expended 
only  £35,000  on  these  purposes,  and 
as  £20,000  had  been  taken  from 
the  crofters,  the  amount  so  spent  was 
really  only  £15,000.  As  to  the  erection 
of  fishermen's  dwellings,  not  a  single 
case  had  been  carried  out.  It  was 
true  that  twenty-seven  fishermen's 
dwellings  were  proposed  at  Stornaway, 
but  the  transaction  had  not  yet  been 
completed.  Although  the  Board  had 
the  most  ample  powers,  it  had  not  spent 
a  single  penny  on  the  erection  of  fisher- 
men's dwelUngs  in  the  Island  of  Lewi-, 
the  most  congested  district  in  Scotland. 

And,  it  being  Ten  of  the  Clock,  Mr. 
Speaker,  in  pursuance  of  Standing  Order 
15,  put  forthwith  the  Question  necessary 
to  dispose  of  the  Resolution  then  under 
consideration. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  158; 
Noes,  58.     (Division  List  No.  251.) 


AnsoD,  Sir  Williaiii  Keynell 
Arkwrif^ht,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 


AYES. 
Bjitot,Capt.JoscelineFitzRoy  I 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord  | 
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Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  idian'r 
BaHour,RtHnGerald  W.  {Leedg 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch  . 
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Hanbuiy,  Sir  Frederick  (George 
BestiDcky  Lord  Heniy  G. 
Bigwood,  James 
Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Boosfield,  William  Robert 
l^rodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  Janie:) 
Burdett-Couite,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
(Larson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Heniy  Strother 
Cavendi8h,V.C.W.(/)er6y«Wr« 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Mu4ior) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  IGreenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  [Birm, 
Chamberlain,RtHnJ.A.(  Jrorc. 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
(/oUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  T.  L.   {Doum,  North) 
Craig,  CharlesCurtisI  A  ntritn,S 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFredDixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  {HanU,  W,) 
Faber,  George  Denison  [Tori) 
FelloweSjHon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
FergU8son,RtHn  Sir  J. {Mant^r 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Iliomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescae 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo»ter,Vh\\ipS.(Warunck,S,  W 


Abraham,  William  {Rhondda) 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Baylev,  Thomas  {Derbyshire) 
Bell,  Richard 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  Qeo.  M.  {Edinburgh) 
Caldwell,  James 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crooks,  Wi'liam 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fuller.  J.  M.  F. 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Healr,  Timothy  Michael 
Henderson,  Arthur  {Durham) 
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Fyler,  John  Aithur 
G'ibb8,HnA.G.H(Ctly  of  Land 
Godson,  Sir  A  ugustusFred^ck 
Gordon,  J.  {Londoiiderry,  S,) 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Groschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joeohim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D  (Shretcshury) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hamilton,Rt.Hn.Ld.G.  {Midx 
Hardy,  Laurence  {Kent,Ashfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Lei^h 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson, Sir  A.  (iS'to/orrf,  W.) 
Hermon- Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J,{Midd.,  Tottenham 
Hudson,  Georse  Bickersteth 
Jeffreys,Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Keny  on,  Hon.  Geo.  T.  (Den  high) 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wni.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks.NR 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Hemy 
Lockwood,  Lieut.  -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.Rt.  Hn.  Walter{^m<o/,5 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb,  Bskdah) 
Lowtiier,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Keni) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
LucaSjReginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
^lacdona,  John  Gumming 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  Jas.  (StirlingAirt) 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Monta^ra,  O.  (HunHngdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
UoTgnn,  D.  J.  (Walthamstoti^ 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 

NOES. 

Hobhouse,  C.  E.  B..(Bristol,E,) 

Horniman,  Frederick  John 

Jacob}-,  James  Alfred 

Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 

Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Lambert,  George 

Lawson,  SirWilfrid(C(wwwa//) 

Lewis,  John  Heibert 

M'Govem,  T. 

Mobs,  Samuel 

Norman,  Henry 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Malley,  William 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Priestley.  Arthur 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Rigg,  Richard 

Roterts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 
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,    Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray ,  RtHn  A .  Graham(i;u/^ 
Murray,Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nolan,Col.  John  P.  (Gal^cay^N. 
O'Doherty,  William 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (DoKin^toa) 
Pemberton,  John  8.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert  * 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plnmmer,  Walter  B. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lfc.-Col.  fklward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rusch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.Cha8.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Shefidd) 
Robertson,  Herbert(  Hadcney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
RolUt,  Sir  Albert  Eaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Rutherford,  Jo\Ln(Lancashire) 
Sackville.  CoL  S.  G.  Stopfoid 
Sandys,  Lt.  Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B(/*/e(>/  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  1*. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {(Ohichtster) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxtefh) 
Thompson,DrEC(Jlfona^A<inA' 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinaon,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,Col.SirC.EH(iS^#«/r^ 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Whiteley.H.  (^*A/on  imrf.i>ync 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 

'  Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  A  eland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther 


Samuel,HerbertL.  (Clet^Iand) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Shackle  ton,  David  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John   (Forfarshire) 
Spencer,  RtHnC.  R.  (Northant* 
Thomas,DavidAlfred(3f er/Ayr 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  (Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (Tarh,  fF.  B.) 
Toulmio,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (ror>t,i.i?.) 
Whiteley.  G.  (York,  W.  B.) 
Whittaker,  Thomac  Palmer 
Wilson,HenryJ.  (York.W.B.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  - 
Mr.  Weir  and  Mr.  Harms- 
worth. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


757  Supply — 

Eesolution  agreed  to. 


{10  August  1903} 


Mr.  Speaker  then  proceeded,  in  pursu- 
ance of  Standing  Order  15,  to  put  forth 
with  the  Questions,  That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect 
of  each  Class  of  the  Civil  Services  Esti- 
mates, the  Navy  Estimates,  and  the 
Army  Estimates. 


Report. 
Class  II. 
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Question  put,  "That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect 
of  Class  ^n.  of  the  Civil  Services  Esti- 
mates." 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  162  ; 
Noes,  60.     (Division  List  No.  252.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Beyndl 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Bagot,  Oapt.  Josceline  Fitzroy 
Bailey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
iialcarres.  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  {ManchW 
Balfour,Rt.Hn6eraldW(Zeed;9 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  {Christch. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bentinek,  Lord  Heniy  0. 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Bordett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautlev.  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  (Derhysh,) 
Cayser,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain, Rt.  Kn,J.(Bimi. 
Chamberlain,  RtHn  J.  A(  Wore, 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A  E. 
Coehill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,  CharlesCurtiflCil  ntrim,S 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Croesley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faiber,  E.  B.  {Hants,  W,) 
Faber,  George  Denimn  (York) 
Fellowe8,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergusson,  RtHn.  Sir  J.  ( MancW 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  Geore  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatjrne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  HaycH 


AYES. 

Fison,  Frederick  WiUiam 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhilipS.(  Warwick.S.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gibl)8,Hn.A.G.H.(C7»^vo/Zanc?. 
Godson,SirAugustust  rederick 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry^  S.) 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gk^chen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Qoulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Greene.  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hamilton,  Kt.  Hn.Ld.G.  (Mid'x 
Hardy, Laurence(  Kent^Ashfrd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  (67a^orrf,  W, 
Hermon- Hodge,  Robert  Sir  T. 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  (Midd. /Tottenham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jameson,  Major  J .  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  {DerOngh 
Keewick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks^NR 
Lee.  A.  H.  (Hants,  Fareham) 
L^go*  ^l*  Hon.  Heneage 
Le  veson-Gower,  FrederickN.  S, 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(fim/o/,5. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francos  WiUiam 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb,,  EskdaZe) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  (Keni) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reginald  3 , (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Wly%T,^\.rhGw'\s(Edinbnrgh  W 
M*Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
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Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morg^,  D.  J.  {Walthamstow) 
Morriaon,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  RtHn  A  Graham(  J?u^e 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nolan,  Col.  JohnP  (Galway,N^ 
Pea8e,HerbertPike(2>ar/i«^^'» 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plumnier,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Battigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,Ro.Hn.Cha^.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (nachtep) 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashviv 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopfoid 
Sandy8,Lieut.-Col.  Thos.  Myle.> 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(/5/eo/J<rt^;rf 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T, 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Larics.) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Ta,y\0Ty  AuBtin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thomp8on,DrEC(3fo7ra^A*7i,JV' 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemaohe,  Henry  Jameg 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,ColSirC.  E.  E(SheMeld 
Walker,  Col.  WUliam  Hall 
Walrond,  Rl.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Whiteley, B^Ashton-und-Lyne 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr,  Anstrutber. 
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Abraham,  William  (Bhondda) 

Atherley- Jones,  L. 

I^ayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  George  M.  {Edinburgh 

Caldwell,  James 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

D&lziel,  Jame^  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 

DUke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

IHinn,  Sir  William 

Elibcuik,  Master  of 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Trriffith,  Ellis  J. 

^turdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Harwood,  George 

Hi\yne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale 

Healy,  Timothy  Michael 

Class  III. 


{COMMONS} 

NOES. 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Henderson,  Arthnr  {Durham) 
Hobhouse,  C.E.  H.  (Bristol.E. 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  William(  Carnarvonshire 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Lambert,  George 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
M'Govem,  T. 
MoflB,  Samuel 
Norman,  Henry 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  {Tipperary,  N.) 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Ricketr,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 
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Roberts.  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robson,  William  Suowdon 
Rose,  CharlcM  Day 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  {Cleveland 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (WhUtchaftX) 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Sliipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Spencer,  RtHn.C.  Vi{NoHhanis 
Thomas,Da\Hd  Alfred(if er^yr 
Tbomas,F.  Freeman- (-fffw^fw* 
l^homson,  F.  W.  {York,  W.  R. 
Ure,  Alexander 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  {Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  {York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,George  (ro^^^^^.i^.) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  ( York,  W.R,) 

TaLLERS   FOR  THE  NOES— 
Mr.  Bell  and  Mr.  Touhiiin. 


Question  put,  "That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect 


of  Class  III.  of  the  Civil  Services  Esti- 
mates." 

The     House    divided  : — Ayes,     165 ; 
Noes,  59.     (Division  List  No.  253.) 


Anson,  Sir  W^illiam  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Baffot,  Oapt.  Josceline  FitzBoy 
i'«d3ey,  James  {Wailworih) 
B  lin.  Colonel  James  Robert 
B^dcarres,  Lord 
iUlfour,  KtHnGeraldW.(Zcec& 
Bilfonr,  Kenneth  ^.{Christch. 
Iiaubury,Sir  Frederick  George 
Bentinck,  Lord  Heniy  0. 
lUgwood,  James 
lilandell,  Colonel  Henry 
B->scawen,  Arthur  Griftith- 
liousfield,  William  Robert 
Ikodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
liull,  William  James 
Hurdett-Coutts,  W. 
lUitcher,  John  (ieorge 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cantley,  Heniy  Strother 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  {DtrbyBh,) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  Williujii 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (A»ion  Manor) 
Cceil,  Lord  Hngh  {Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  H  on.  J.  ( Birm 
Chamberlain,RtHn.J.  A{  Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Tho*^.  H.  A.E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Loais 
Ceilings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Coiomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbet t,  T.  L.  {Dotim,  North 
Craig,CharlesCurti9(yl  H^r»m,iS^ 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Croesley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 


AYES 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dixon  -  Har tIand,Sir FredDix'n 
Donglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edwaid 
Durning- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  {HanU,  IF.) 
Faber,  Georsre  Denison  {York) 
Fellowe^,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergu8son,Rt  Hn.Sir  J.(ifanV 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Pinlay,  Sir  Robert  Bwmatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Ha^es 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Flannery,  Sir  Fort^scne 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,PhilipS.  ( W'anrtdt,^.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Qibbs,HnA.G.H((7t/y  of  Lond 
Godi'onjSir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonderry,  S.) 
Gordon  Maj  E van«(  TrlTmlets 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goechen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Greene,  }A.QnT\T>. {Shrewsbury 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hamilton,Rt.  Hn.Ld.G  {Mictx 
Hardy,  Laurence  {Kent^ABhfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Healv,  Tiiiiothv  Michael 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  {Hanley) 


Henderson,SirA.  {Stafford,  W.) 
Hermori- Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Homer,  brederick  William 
Hoaston,  Robert  Paters'ya 
Howard,  J. {Midd., Tottenham 
Hudson,  Geoi^  Bickersteth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  Greorge 
Kenyon,  Hon.  Q.  T.  (Denbigh 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool 
Lawson,JohnGrant(  Yorks,NR 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants,  Fareham) 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveeon-Gro  wer,Frederick  N .  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Crerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,RtHonWalter(i?mto/,6\ 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe.  Franois  WiUiam 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb,,Eskdale) 
Jx>wther,  Rt.  Hon.  Ja«.  (Keni) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkmaa 
Lucas,  ReginaldJ.  (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Livw^p9oD 
M'lvw,SirLewis{EdinbwghW 
M*Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Montaifa,  G.  (HunUngdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan.  D.  J.  (WaUkemslaw) 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
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Murray  ,Rt.  Hn  A.  Graham  {Bute 
Mnnay,  Charles  J.  {Coventry) 
Murray, Col.  Wyndham  {Bath 
Nolan,CoI.John  F.{Galtmy,N. 
Pease,HerbertPi  ke(  Darling  f  n 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgins,  FrisHerick 
Plumiuer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Battigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 


{10  August  1903} 

Ritchie,RtHon.Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield 
Robertson,  Herbert  {Hackney 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rntherford,  John  {Lancashire) 
SaokviUe,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
SandysXieut.  -('ol.  Thos.Myles 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  {Lincoln 
Seely.Maj.  J.  E.  B  {Meof  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes,)   • 
Stmt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxtetk) 
ThompBonJ)rEC{M  onagh'n^N 


Bepwi. 
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Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,Col.  SirCEH.  {Sheffield 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  G.  E. 
^\h\te\ey,}i{Ashton-und'Lyfie 
Wodehouse.  Kt.  Hn.  E.  R,{Bafh 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir.  Alexander  Aclaiwl- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  {Ehondda) 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Bayley,  Thomas  {Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Richard 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  George  M.  {Edinburgh 

Caldwell,  James 

Channinc,  Francis  A llston 

Crooks,  William 

Dalziel,  James  Heniy 

Davies,  Alfred  {Carmarthen) 

Dilke,   Rt.   Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dnnn,  Sir  William 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Fuller.  J.  M.  F. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Harwood,  George 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Hemphill,  Kt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 


NOES. 

Henderson,  Arthur  {Durham) 

Hobhouse,  C.  £.  H.  {Bristl,  B 

Horniman,  Frederick  John 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jones,  William(  Carnarvonshire 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Lambert,  Georee 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

M'Govem,  T. 

Mobs,  Samuel 

Norman,  Henry 

O'Brien.  P.  J.  {Tipperary,  N,) 

Panlton,  James  Mellor 

Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Waiden) 

Pirie,  Duncan,  V. 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rickett,  J.  Com p ton 

Rigg,  Richard 

Rok^rts,  John  Bryn  {Efiion) 


Robson.  William  Snowdom 
Rose,  Cnarles  Day 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.{Cleveland 
Samuel,  ».  M.  {Whitechapcl) 
Shack  letoD,  David  James 
Sbipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Spencer,RtHn.C.  }i{NorthafHs 
Tliomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  {Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  {York,  W,Jti. 
Tonlmin,  George 
Tire,  Alexander 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
Whiteley,  G.  (fork,  W.  B) 
Whittaker,  Thoma«  Palmer 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (Yorh,  W.  B.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Cremer  and  Mr. 
Luke  White. 


Class  IV. 
Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect 


of  Class  IV.  of  the  Civil  Services  Esti- 
mates. *' 

The     House     divided : — Ayes,     168, 
Noes,  59.     (Division  List  No.  254.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Baffot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
BaOey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarreo,  Lord 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.  {Leeds 
Balfour, Kenneth  R.  {Christch, 
Banbury,Sir  Frederick  George 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bigwood,  Jame^ 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
OsnUey.  Henrr  Strother 
Cavendish,V.C.W.(Der6y#MVe 


AYES. 

Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  {Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.  J.  (^irm. 
Chamberlain,RtHD  J.  A.  ( Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  rercy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collines,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
ColomOfSirJohnCharles  Ready 
Compion,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 
CraigjCharles  CvLiti»{Antrim,S 
Crippe,  Charles  Alfred 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Diokson,  Charles  Scott 
Dixoii-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 


Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
F*ber,  E.  B.  {HanU,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  {York) 
Fellowett,Hon.  Ailw^n  Edwaid 
Fergu8Son,Rt.Hn.  Sir  J.  {Man*r 
Finch,  Rt  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sur  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbauk,  Sir  Joseph  Thomss 
Fisher,  Williaun  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  WiUism 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhilipS.(  Warunck,S.W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gibbs,HDA.G.H.(C%  o/Zo7wi 
Godson,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonderry,  S.) 
Gopdon'.Maj  Evans-(2rr.  HmU$ 
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Grorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Emeet  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury 
Greene, W.  Raymond-  {Cambs, 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hamilton,RtHn.Ld.G(AftflWa? 
Hardy^  Laurence  {KetU,A»hfd 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Horner 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (HaiUey) 
Henderson^Sir  A.  {Stafford,  W. ) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Horner,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,  ToUtiam 
Hudson,  George  Bicken>teth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred. 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon,  Hon.  Geo.  T.  ( Z>en6t^A 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow) 
Lfvwrence«Wil]iamF(  Lirei-pool 
Lawson,JohnGrant(  Yorks,NR 
Lee,  Arthur  H.  {Hants,  Foreham 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneaffe 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.  8. 
Llewellyn.  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R 
Lo<ler,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Loiig,RtHn.  Walter(i?mto/,-S. 


{COMMONS} 

Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  {Cumb,,  Etkdale) 
Lowther,Rt.  Hon.  James  (Zen^ 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  {Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M* Arthur,  Charles  {Liverpool) 
M*Iver,SirLewi8(i?din6'r^A,  W 
M'EiUop,  Ja».  (^Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,David  J(  Walthamstow 
MorriBon,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,RtI{  n  A.  Graham  (^M(f« 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventri/) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  {Bath) 
Nolan,  Col.  John  V.{Galv?ay,N, 
CDoherty,  William 
Pease,  Her  bertPike{/>ar/tn^f» 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rasoh,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 


lleport. 


764 


Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Clias-Thomaon 
Robert^  Samuel  {Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Heihert  {Backney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Rutherford,  John  {Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandys,  Lieut-Col.  Thos-Myles 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.B.{IsleofWighi 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  1*. 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes,) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {ChichesUr) 
Taylor,  Axmtin  (East  Toxteih) 
Thomi»9onJ)rEC{Mon(igh\N 
Thornton,  Percy,  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vinoent,ColSirC.  E.  ^{Sheffield 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.SirWUliamH. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Whiteley,H.  (^  *A/o»-wnrf-Xyn« 
Wodehouse,  Rt  Hn.  E.  R.  {Bath 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  {Ehondda) 

Atkerley-Jones,  L. 

Bayley,  Thomas  {Derbyshire) 

BeU,  Richard 

Btroadhurt't,  Henry 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  {Ediiiburgh) 

Okldwell,  James 

Channin^,  Francis  All«ton 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  {Carmart?ien) 

IXlke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Giiffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gurdoo,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Harwood,  Gkorge 

Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Class  VL 
Question  put,  "  That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the   Committee  in  the  out- 
standing Resolutions  reported  in  respect 


NOES. 

Hemphill,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Henderson,  Arthur  {Durham) 
Hobhouse,C.E.H.  (Bristol^E.) 
Horniman,  Frederick,  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  William  {Camarvomh,) 
Kearley,  Hudson  £. 
Lambert,  George 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
M'Govem,  T. 
Moss,  Samuel 
Norman,  Henry 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  {Tippcrai^j,  N,) 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetiiian  I> 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Safron  Walden) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ri^t  Richard 
Rotert",  John  Bryn  {Eifion) 


Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Rose  ,Charle8  Di^ 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.(C/et?e/aMcO 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (^WhitechapOj 
Shack  leton,  David  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Spencer,  Rt.  Hn  C.  R.  {NoHh'nU 
Thomas,  David  A.  (^Mtrikyr) 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  {Hastings) 
Toulmin,  George 
Ure,  Alexander 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  {York,  E.  A) 
Whiteley,  George(  York,  W,R. ) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  {York,  W.E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Priestley  and  Mr. 
Whitley  Thomson. 


of  Class  VL  of  the  Civil  Services  Esti- 
mates." 

The     House    divided  : — Ayes,     1 C9  ; 
Noes,  60.     (Division  List  No.  255.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hngh  0. 


AYES 

Baeot,  Capt.  Joficeline  FitzRoy  |  Balcarres,  Lord 

Bailey.  James  [Walworth)         I  Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W,  {Leeds 

Bain,  Colonel  Jam'^s  Robert      J  Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  {Christch, 
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iianbury, Sir  Frederick  George 
Bentinok,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
BoBcawen,  Arthur  (Griffith 
Bonsfield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Ht.  Hn.  Si.  John 
Bull,  William  Janjes 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Oautley,  Heniy  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W  {Derby  shire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Cliarles  Willlain 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  {Greenioxdi) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hon  J  {Birm 
ChamberUiu,RtHn.J.  A(  IVorc 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Uagtain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
CollinffB,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohnCharle8  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  North) 
Craig,  CharlesCur  ti8(  A  ntrim,  S 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson.  Charles  Scott 
Dixon-  Hartland  ,Sir  Fred  Dixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hn.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fal)er,  Edmund  B.  [Hants.,  W 
Faber,  George  Denison  ( York) 
Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergu8son,RtHn.  Sir  J.  {Mant^r 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
FiBher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Flannery.  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,PhUipS.(  WarxtyickS-  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gi  Hbe,Hn  A.  G.  H.  {City  ofLond 
€rodson,SirAugustusFrederick 


{10  August  1903} 

ijiOT^on,3. {Londonderry  ySouih 
Gordon,  Mai  Evans(  Tr  H'inleis 
Gorat,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Gouldiui^,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  {Shrewsbury 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  {Cambs. 
Qrenfell   William  Henry 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hamilton,  KtHnLd.G.(A/icWa? 
Hardy,Laur6nce  {Keni,Ash/*d 
Hare,  Thomas  Leish 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Healy.  Timotliy  Michael 
Heath,  ArthnrHoward(Z/an/ey 
Henderson, Sir  A.  {Stafford,  W, 
Hermon-Hodge.  Sir  Robert  T. 
Homer,  Fredenck  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  {Midd.,  Tottenham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jefifreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon,  Hn.  Geo.  T.  {Denbigh 
Keswick,  Wiliiam 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow 
Lawrence,  Sir  Jo»eig>h{MonmUh 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  {Liverpool) 
Lawson,JohnGrant(  Yorks,NR 
Lee,  ArthurH(^anto.  Fartiiam 
L^gCf  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Leve8on-Gower,Fr©derickN.  S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  \^9\i%v{Bristol,S 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  {Cumb.,Eskdale) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hn.  James  {Kent 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,Reginald  J.  {Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M* Arthur,  Charles  {Liverpool) 
M*lyeT,^\v\jbyf\B{Edinburgh  W 
M*Killop,  James  {Stirlingshire 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Montagu,  G.  {HutUingd4)n) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,DavidJ.(  WaZtKinstoto 
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Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mnrray,RtHn  A.  Graham(J?ti/(; 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventiy) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  {Bath 
Nolan,  Col.  JohiiP.{GaIway,N. 
O'Doherty,  William 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike  {Darlington 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pre ty man,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  {Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  {HackTiey) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Rutherford,  John  {Lancashire 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thoe.  Myles 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,Mai.  J.E.B(/s/co/  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
SkeweflhCox,  Thomas 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  {East  Toxfeth) 
Thompson,  Dr.Eu{Monagh'nN 
Thomton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,ColSirC.  E.  H  {Sheffield 
Walker,  Col.  WUliam  Hall 
Wahx)nd,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Whiteley ,  H(^  shton-und^Ijyne 
Wodehouse,Rt.Ho.  E.R.(i^a«A 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland-Hood 
and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  {Shondda) 
Atherley-Jone«i,  L. 
Bay  ley,  Thomas  {Derbyshire'] 
Bell,  Richard 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  M.  {Edinburgh 
Caldwell,  James 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Oremer,  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  {Cannarthen) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elibmk,  Master  of 
Fu'  er,  J.  M.  F. 


NOES. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Hemphill.  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  fl 
Henderson,  Arthur  {Durham) 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  {Bristol,  E. 
Horaiman,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  William  {Carnarvonsh. 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
LaiDbbert,  George 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  {Corntcall 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
M'Govem,  T. 


M*Laren,  Sir  Chas.  Benjamin 
Norman,  Henry 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  {Tipperary,  N. 
Paul  ton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Peaee^.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pine,  Duncan  v. 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  {Ei/ion) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Samuel,  Herbert  L  {Cleveland 
Samuel,  S.'M.  (Wkitechapel^ 
Shaokleton,  David  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
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SDencer,KtHii.C.R.(A"(w/Aan/* 
Tnomas,  David  A.  (Merihyr) 
ThoinaSjF.  Freeman  (Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  {York,  W.B.) 
Toulmin,  George 

Class  VII. 


{COMMONS} 

Ure,  Alexander 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  QeoTge  (Norfolk) 
White,  Lake  (York,  E  H.) 
Whiteley,  George  ( Yoi^k,  W,R. 


Means, 


768' 


Whittaker,  Thomai  Palmer 
Wilson,  H.  J.  {York,  W,  Jf.) 

Tellers   for   the    Noes— 
Mr.  Moss  and  Mr.  Rigg. 


,  3l8t  day  of  March,  1902,  the  sum  of  £100 
Outstanding  Resolutions  reported   in  I  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
respect  of  Class  VII.  of  the  Civil  Services  '  of  the  United  Kingdom." 
itlstimates,  agreed  to. 


NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 
Outstanding  Resolutions   reported   in 
respect  of  the  Navy  Estimates,  agreed  to. 

ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1903-4. 
Outstanding  Resolutions  reported   in 
respect  of  the  Army  Estimates,  agreed  to. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS  [6th  August]. 

Resolutions  reported. 

1.  "  That,  towards  making  good  the 
Supply  to  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  for 
the  service  of  the  year  ending  on   the 


2.  "That,  towards  making  good  the 
Supply  to  be  granted  to  His  Majesty  for 
the  seiTice  of  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1904,  the  simi  of 
£75,392,969  be  granted  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom." 

Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  First  Resolution. 


The     House     divided  : — Ayes, 
Noe8,  60.     (Division  List  No.  256.) 


167  i 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwriffht,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Ba^ot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres.  Lord 
Balfour,RtHnGerald  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  B,.(Christch, 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  G. 
Big  wood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick.  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  E<iw.  H. 
Oantler,  Henir  Strother 
Cavendi8h,V.C.W.(i}«r6y*A»re 
Cayxer,  Sir  Charles  Willmm 
Cecil,  Evel>Ti  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenunch) 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,RtHn.  J.  A.  ( Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Olive,  CSiptain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Ohas.  Ready 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,Charle8Curti8(^  ntrim.S 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crosflley,  Rt.  Hon,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 


AYES. 

Dixon-Hartdand,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Douglas.  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-LaM'rence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  E.  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wynEd  ward 
Fergii8Son,RtHn.  SirJ.  (MancW 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Ba^natyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomaa 
Fisher,  WilMam  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,PhilipS.(  W^rtrMrw;A:,5.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gibbs,HnA.G.H.(C%o/Z<w^. 
God8on,SirAugU8tu9Frederick 
Grordon,  J.  (Londonderry, Smith 
Gorst,  Rt.  If  on.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joaohim 
Gouldinj?,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Emeet  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Hv.  D.  (Shrevj^r^) 
Greece,  W.  Raymond  (Canihs 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Guest,  Hofn.  Ivor  Ohnrchill 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(ilft/Wjr 
Hardy,  Laurence(.^cn^,^*A/rf) 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Heath,  Arthur  H.  (Hanley) 
RenderBon,Sir A.(Staford,  W. ) 
Hermon-Hodffe,  Sir  Hubert  T. 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard, J.  (ilfu/rf..  Tottenham) 


Hudson,  George  Bickersteth) 
Jamtson,  Major  J   Eustace 
J  etfrey  8,  lit.  Hon.  A  rthnr  Fred.. 
Kemp,  Lieut.  -Colonel  George 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  (Denbigh 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  \Glasgijm 
Lawrence,  Sir  Joe.  IMonrnW 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Law80u,JohnGrant<  Yorks,NR 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants,  Fareham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
LevesonGower,  FrederickN.S. 
Llewellyn.  Evan  Heniy 
Lock  wood,  Lieut. -Col.  A  K. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walter(.Bmo/>'. ). 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb,,  EskdaU\ 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,ReginaldJ.(jPor^^moii/A 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Iver,SirLewi8(i&rf»n6M/iA  W 
M'Killop,  Z9kme&(Stirling^ire\> 
Majendie,  James  A.  M. 
Manners,  Loid  Cecil 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan.  D.  J.  {WaUhamttowy 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Ajlmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray  ,Rt.HnA.Graham(2;u^ 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventrjfi 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath^ 
0*Doherbf,  William 
Pease,  H.  Pike  rZ)0rl<iiptofi> 
Pemberton,  John  B.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Fiederick 
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Plummer,  Walter  R. 
PretymaD,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 

Baach,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rattigao,  Sir  William  Henry 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  {Sheffield) 
Bobertaon,  H.  (Httckny) 
Bolleaton,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Bollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Bound,  Bt.  Hon.  Jamea 


{10  August  1903} 

Rutherford,  John  {Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandy8,Lieut.  -  Col .  Thoe.  Myles 
Seely,Charles  Hilton  {Lvwoln) 
Seely,Mai.  J.  E.  B.  {Idcof  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  1*. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lan4i8.) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  CEast  Toxieth) 
Thom^psoUyDT.Et{Monaghn,N 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
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Tollemache,  Henry  Jamea 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,ColSirC.E.  ^..Sheffield 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Walrond,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Whiteley,  H.(^«*<<m-w.-2iyn«> 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.  ( fio^A 
Wyndham,  Bt.  Hon.  (Jeorgre 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  Alexander  Aclnnd- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther.. 


Abraham,  William  {Rhondda) 
Atherley-Jonee,  L. 
Bayley,  Thomas  {Derbyshire) 
Bell,  Bichard 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  Geo.  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Caldwell,  James 
Cbanninff,  Francis  AllstoD 
Cremer,  William  Rendall 
Crooks,  William 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  {Carmarthsn) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Griffith,  Ellis 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haimsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon,  Chas.  H. 


NOES. 

Henderson,  Arthur  {Durham) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Wm.  {CamarvonMrt) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Lambert,  Qwtn 
Law8on,Sir  Wilfrid  {Comtoali) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benj. 
Moss,  Samuel 
Murphy,  John 
Norman,  Henry 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson.  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  J.  A.  {Saffron  Walden) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rickety  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 

B<3^rt8,  John  Bryn  (Eifian) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 


Rose,  Charles  Day 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  {Cleveland)' 
Samuel,  S.  M.  {Whitechapeiy 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Sbipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Spencer,RtHuC.R.(iV^or/Aart/5 
Tliomas,  Dayid  A.  (Merihyr)- 
Thomas,F.  Freeman  {Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  B.^ 
Toulmin,  George 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  {Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  {York,  E,  It.) 
Whiteley,  G.  {York,  W.  i?.> 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  H.  J.  {York,  W.  B,y 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Ure  and  Mr.  Charh  h 
Hobhouse. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 
this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  Second  Resolution. 


The     House     divided: — Ayes,     16.*^;. 
Noes,  59.     (Division  List  No.  257.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Bagot,Capt.  Josoeline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (ManW 
Balfour,Rt.  HnGerald  W(Z<ec& 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  {Christch. 
Banburr,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  0. 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutto,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir&iward  H. 
Oautley.  Hennr  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  {Derbyshire 
Gayser,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  {Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  {Oreenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hon.  J.  (^irm. 


AYES, 

Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.  J  A  ( Wore 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Ciive,  Captain  rercy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohnCharlesKeady 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Down,  Nonh) 
Craig,  CharlesCurtis(i4  n^rtm,jS 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  W.  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFredDix*n 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faiber,  E.  B.  {Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  {York) 
FeUowes,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergus8on,Rt.  Hn.  SirJ(if ancV 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 


Fin  lay,  Sir  Robert  Banuat}  ne^ 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fosier,  PhilipS. ( Wanmck.S.  W 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gibb8,Hn  \.G.H(6%  of  Loud, 
Godson,SirAugnPtu8Fre(lerick 
(Jiordon,J  .{Londondern/,South 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Kldon. 
Goschen,  Hon.  Qeo.  Joachim. 
Gouldiog,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  {Shrewsbury)' 
Green**,  W.  RAymond {Cainbs.y 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Harail  ton,RtHnLordG(3f*ofora; 
Hardy,  Laurence  [Kent,Ashfdl 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Levert^n 
Haslott,  Sir  Janes  Horner 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
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Heath,  Arfchur  H.    HarUey) 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  (Stafford,  W. 
Hermon- Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T, 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
H  oward, J.  {Midd. ,  Tottenham) 
J  eflfrey 8,  Rt.  Hon.  At  thur Fred. 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.  {Denbigh 
Keswick,  WillianT 
Xaw,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
L.awrence,Sir  Joseph  (Mourn' ih 
Lawrence,  Wra.  F.  (Liverpool) 
J^awson,  JohnGrant(  YorksN.  R 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants,  Fareham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Love8on-Gower,FrederickN.S. 
LleweUyn.  Evan  Henxy 
Lockwooa,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Bmto/,iS'. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas, Reginald  J.  (Poi'tsmotUh 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M'Artimr,  diaries  {Liverpool)  -^ 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

At herley- Jones,  L. 

Bay  ley,  Thomas\Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Richard 

Br  'adhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  Geo.  M.  (tldinhurgh) 

Oa'dwell,  James 

Clianninff,  Francis  Allston 

Cremer,  Willinm  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

DaVies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Fulkr,  J.  M.  F. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Harwood,  George 

Hayne,Rt.  Hon  .Charles  Seale- 


{  COMMONS} 

M*Iver,SirLewis(  JJcKnftMr^rA  W 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,DavidJ(  JValthamstotc 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray ,  RtHn  A .  Graham(jBie^e 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoiiit,  Robert 
Plummer,  Wa'ter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Geortje 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-CoI.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 

Raach,  Major  Frederic  Cams 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Ritohie,RtHon.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 

NOES. 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristl,  E 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jones,  William  ( Carnarvonshire 

Lambert,  George 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  ( Corn-wail) 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Ml4iren,  Sir  Charles  Benj. 

Moss,  Samuel 

Murphy,  John 

CDoherty,  William 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 

Pease.  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Rigg,  Richard 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 
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Sackville,  Col  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sandy8,Lieut.  -Col.Thos.My  les 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,Maj.  J.  E.  B(Isle  of  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Ix)rd  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thompson,  Dr.  FjC(Monagh'nN 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Win.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent.ColSirC.E.Hl^'Ac^f/*/ 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Walrond,litHon8irWilliamH. 
Warde.  Colonel  C.  E. 
Whiteley,  H.(^sA/on-u.-£yne) 
Wodehou8e,Rt.Hn,  KR.(Batk 
Wyndham,  Bt.  Hon.  G«orge 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Rose,  Charles  Day 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Samuel,  8.  M.  (Whitechapelj 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Spencer,RtHn.  C.  K(Northant^ 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,  F.  Freeman  (Hastings 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W,  B,) 
Toulmin,  Greorge 
Ure,  Alexander 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E,  R,) 
Whiteley,  G.  (York,  W.  £.) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Whittaker  and  Mr. 
Pirie. 


r  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr. 
Arthur  Elliot. 

CONSOLIDATED    FUND    (APPRO- 
PRIATION)  BILL. 

"To  apply  certain  sums  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  to  the  service  of  the 
years  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
two  and  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
four,  and  to  appropriate  the  supplies 
^granted  in  this  session  of  Parliament," 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  to- 
morrow. 


PUBLIC  BUILDINGS   EXPENSES  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Chair.] 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  said  he 
thought  that  the  Committee  should  have 
a  word  of  explanation  in  regard  to 
Clause  1,  which  they  were  unable  to 
obtain  on  the  Second  Reading.  That 
Clause  provided  that  £1,790,000  should 
be  issued  from  the  Exchequer  to  defray 
the  cost  and  purchase  of  buildings,  and 
the  works  specified  in  the  Schedule.      In 
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the  Schedule  it  was  said  that  the  addi- 
tional sum  of  £500,000  was  the  revised 
estimate  under  the  Public  Buildings  Act 
of  1898,  presumably  due  to  the  increased 
cost  of  the  work.  There  was  also  a  sum 
of '£80,000  which  arose  from  the  difference 
between  the  sum  granted  under  the  Act 
of  1898  and  the  sum  estimated  to  be 
available,  and  it  was  said  that  that  was 
due  to  depreciation  in  securities  in  which 
the  money  granted  had  been  invested. 
That  £80,000  required  some  explanation, 
because  they  had  it  on  evidence  in  the 
Fourth  Eeport  of  the  Public  Accounts' 
Committee,  that  there  had  already  been 
realised  a  loss  of  £110,000,  and  that 
there  remained  an  amount  of  £1,288,000 
Consols,  which  had  been  bought  at  an 
avenge  price  of  109 J,  so  that  there 
remained  an  impending  loss,  not  of  16 
per  cent.,  but  of  18  per  cent.,  on  the 
Consols  not  yet  realised.  He  hoped 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  be  able  to  explain  how  the  sum 
due  to  depreciation  of  securities  was  only 
estimated  at  £80,000,  when  there  had 
already  been  a  loss  of  £110,000,  and  an 
impending  loss  of  £320,000.  There  was 
another  important  subject  involved  in 
the  investment  of  these  funds.  He  sub- 
mitted that  temporary  funds  ought  to  be 
investea  in  temporary  securities,  because 
the  latter  were  free  from  the  fluctuations 
which  had  resulted  in  so  disastrous  a 
loss. 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)  said 
of  course  it  was  very  easy  to  be  wise 
After  the  event.  There  was  no  doubt  at 
all  that,  as  his  hon.  friend  had  suggested, 
if  the  money  required  for  these  public 
buildings  had  been  invested  in  Treasury 
Bills  they  should  not  have  had  to  deplore 
60  large  a  loss  as  they  had  to  deplore  at 
the  present  time.  But  it  must  be 
remembered  that  when  this  money  was 
invested  in  Consols,  Consols  were  not 
considered  to  be  the  speculative  stock 
which  his  hon.  friend  thought  they  were 
now.  The  investments  were  made  at  an 
Average  price  of  109^ ;  but  the  average 
price  of  Consols  for  the  three  years 
1897-8-9,  during  which  investments  were 
made,  was  one  or  two  points  higher. 
Personally,  he  had  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  invtfstment  at  that  time,  but  he 
<}OuId  find  no  fault  with  what  had  been 
<ione  by  the  Treasury.  If  the  money  had 
not  been  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of 


public  buildings,  it    would    have   gone 

naturally  to  the  reduction  of  the  National 

Debt    and     it     would     have     all    the 

same  been  invested  in  Consols.     So  far 

as  the  public  purse  was  concerned,  he  did 

not  think,  therefore,  it  had  suffered.    His 

I  hon.  friend  had  asked  why  money,  likely 

to  be  required  soon,  was  not  invested  in 

j  temporary  investments  1    There  was  then 

I  a  very  small  amount  of  Treasury  Bills  in 

I  the  market  as  compared  with  now ;  and 

I  they  desired  to  keep  Treasury  Bills  as  a 

favourite  security  with  the  public.    It  was 

I  therefore  not  desirable  that  the  Govern- 

I  ment  should  come  in  as  large  purchasers. 

It  was  very   different  now,  when  there 

I  were  large     numbers  of   Treasury   Bills 

I  on  the  market. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  said  that 

,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not 

explained  the  difference  between  £80,000 

in  the  schedule  as  due  to  depreciation  of 

the  securities,  and  the  £1 10,000  mentioned 

['in  the  Report  of  the   Public  Accounts 

I  Committee. 

I  ♦Mr.  RITCHIE  said  that  the  loss  would 
j  have  been  considerably  more  than  £80,000 
I  if  it  had  not  been  reduced  by  the  dividends 
j  they  received  on  the  stock,  Thataccoimted 
I  for  the  difference  mentioned  by  his  hon. 
friend. 

Mr.  lough  said  that  the  First  Esti- 
mate for  Public  Buildings  Expenses  was 
£2,550,000,  and  the  revised  Estimate  was 
£3,050,000,  or  a  difference  of  £500,000. 
How  was  it  that  the  First  Estimate  of 
1898  was  so  far  wrong  ? 

Mr.  VICTOR  CAVENDISH  (Derby- 
shire,  W.)  said  that  the  additional  sum  of 
£500,000  was  required  for  public  offices 
in  Whitehall,  public  offices  in  Westminster, 
and  for  the  Science  and  Art  Department  in 
South  Kensington.  In  the  case  of  the  White- 
hall site,  now  known  as  the  newWarOffice, 
it  was  found,  after  the  original  Estimate 
had  been  made  up,  that  it  was  necessary 
to  acquire  a  further  plot  of  land.  In 
addition  to  that,  the  cost  of  labour 
and  materials  in  the  building  trade 
had  risen  very  largely  since  the  time  that 
h  e  former  Bill  had  been  introduced. 

Mb.  CREMER  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston)  said  that  there  had  been  no 
addition  to  the  wages  in  the  building 
trade  in  London  for  the  last  eight  or 
nine  vears,  and  he  could  not  see  how  a 
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rise  in  wages  could  possibly  have  affected 
this  contract. 

Mr.  victor  cavendish  said  that 
the  Estimates  whichappeared  in  the  Bill  of 
1898  were  necessarily  only  rough  Esti- 
mates, and  there  were  no  contracts 
entered  into  before  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced into  Parliament.  He  was  in- 
formed that  I  he  rise  in  wages  took  place 
at  the  end  of  1898  or  the  beginning  of 
1899. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
that  perhaps  it  might  be  as  well  if  theie 
were  no  contracts. 

Mr.  CREMER  said  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  imposed  upon, 
although  he  believed  himself  to  be 
strictly  accurate. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  to 
be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — Adden- 
brooke's  Hospital  Bill;  Poor  Law  (Dis- 
solution of  School  Districts  and  Adjust- 
ments) Bill,  without  Amendment; 
Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  Bill; 
Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill ;  County  Courts 
Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill ;  Croydon 
and  District  Electric  Tramways  Bill,  with 
Amendments. 

That  they  do  not  insist  on  their 
Amendment  to — Wood  Oreen  Urban 
District  Council  Bill,  to  which  this  House 
have  disagreed. 

That  they  have*  agreed  to — Amend 
ments  to  Brighton  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendment. 

EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Chair.] 

Schedule  : — 

♦Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.)  said  the  Amendment  he  had  placed  on 
the  Paper  was  to  omit  from  the  Bill  the 
Coercion  Act  of  1881  and  the  amending 
Acts  of  1886  and  1887.  The  Act  was 
passed  for  five  years ;  but  in  1886  it 
Mr.  Cremer, 


was  continued  to  the  end  of  1887,  and 
was  afterwards  renewed  for  five  years- 
Whatever  reason  there  might  have  been 
for  the  passing  of  this  Act,  there  was  no 
reason  now  for  its  continuance.  It  was  no- 
torious that  there  was  more  crime  in  one 
English  county  than  in  the  whole  of  Ireland. 
The  question  was,  Do  you  tmst  Ireland  or 
do  you  not  1  If  you  trust  Ireland  you 
ought  to  remove  these  insulting  Acts  from 
the  Statute-book.  They  had  heard  that 
a  brighter  dawn  was  coming  for  Ireland. 
They  had  also  been  told  that  the  loyalty 
of  the  Irish  people  had  been  fully  expressed 
on  the  occasion  of  the  King's  visit ;  but 
if  that  were  true,  why  was  not  this  Act 
removed  1  He  should  like  an  explanation 
from  the  Chief  Secretary  as  to  the  reasons 
why  the  Government  considered  it  neces- 
sary to  keep  a  Coercion  Act  on  the 
Statute-book  ;  and  as  a  protest  against 
its  continuance  he  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  4,  to  leave  out  lines  25  and  26." — 
{Mr,  James  O'ConTwr ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word:* 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
schedule.'* 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  said  he 
could  not  pretend  to  bring  any  novel 
matter  into  the  debate  on  this  well-worn 
theme.  Without  touching  on  agrarian 
questions,  the  Government  held  that  in 
many  parts  of  Ireland  these  Acts  were  a 
salutary  precaution.  It  was  common 
knowledge  that  they  were  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Gladstone,  thai  each  Government  in 
turn  had  been  urged  to  repeal  them,  and 
that  no  Government  had  thought  it 
right  to  do  so.  The  right  hon.  GenUeman 
the  Member  for  Montrose  had  spoken  of 
the  Peace  Preservation  Act  as  in  no  sense 
anything  but  a  measure  of  police  pre- 
caution. It  was  not  so  many  days  ago 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  who  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Member  had  iirged  upon  him 
the  necessity  of  restraining  a  meeting  at 
Rostrevor.  Ireland  had  recently  r&ised 
two  corps  of  Yeomanry,  who  would  be 
armed.  The  only  practical  alignment  of 
the  Irish  Members  was  no  longer 
apphcable.  He  need  say  no  more,  but 
if  hon.  Members  were  not  satisfied  with 
the  length  of  his  speech  he  would  refer 
them  to  what  he  said  last  year. 
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Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said  the 
^eat  charm  of  membership  of  that  House 
was  its  surprises.  The  latest  surprise  was 
that  the  Nationalist  Members,  having 
implored  the  Irish  Government  to  apply 
the  law  equally  in  various  parts  of 
Ireland  and  not  to  allow  arms  to  be 
carried  by  Orangemen  on  12th  July  for 
the  purpose  of  firing  upon  Irish 
Catholics  in  a  Catholic  district,  this  was 
now  urged  as  a  reason  for  opposing 
the  Amendment  before  the  House. 
Because  on  this  one  aaint*s  day— the 
only  saint  in  the  Protestant  calendar  in 
Ireland — when  the  incense  of  gun- 
powder was  offered  up,  they  suggested 
to  the  Government  that  as  these 
people  had  all  the  rest  of  the  North 
of  Ireland  it  might  be  reasonable  that 
'  they  should  be  prevented  from  going 
into  a  peaceful  Catholic  district  and 
firing  their  guns.  That  was  solemnly 
advanced  by  the  Chief  Secretary  as  a 
reason  for  keeping  all  Catholics  arm- 
less. On  an  occasion  like  the 
present,  when  a  plain  demand  had 
been  made  for  something  like  equality, 
the  fact  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  have  strayed  into  an  historical 
pastoral  on  the  Irish  question  was  a 
fresh  illustration  of  the  charm  attaching 
to  his  character,  but,  having  regard  to 
the  great  exertions  he  had  recently 
been  making  in  connection  with  the 
Land  Bill,  the  speech  he  had  just 
delivered  could  only  be  attributed  to 
the  overwrought  condition  of  his 
constitution. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  (Kilkenny, 
N.)  said  that  when  the  Bill  was  before 
the  House  in  a  previous  stage  he  pro- 
tested against  people  in  Ireland  being 
prevented  from  carrying  arms.  More- 
over the  Act  was  not  carried  out  in  an 
impartial  spirit,  because  Orangemen  in 
the  North  of  Ireland  were  allowed  to 
carry  arms  and  to  work  havoc  in 
peaceful  districts  and  maintain  a 
reign  of  terror  at  certain  periods  of  the 
year.  They  had  heard  a  great  deal 
about  the  peace  and  order  and  the 
spirit  of  loyalty  which  prevailed  in 
Ireland  at  the  present  time;  but  if 
all  that  were  true,  why  were  the 
Government  continuing  this  measure 
on  the  Statute-book  1  To  him  it  was 
Absolutely  inexplicable.     The  only  con- 


clusion he  could  come  to  was  that 
Irishmen  were  not  as  loyal  as  British 
newspapers  represented  them  to  be. 
The  Chief  Secretary  having  performed 
to  some  extent  a  great  act  of  national 
pacification,  should  now  withdraw 
this  Act.  An  hon.  friend  of  his  the 
other  day  put  a  Question  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  reference  to 
the  withdrawal  of  a  licence  from  a 
gunsmith  who  was  managing  the 
business  .  on  behalf  of  his  mother.  In 
his  opinion  that  licence  was  withdrawn 
because  the  man  was  a  Nationalist. 
He  objected  to  a  Nationalist  being 
treated  in  that  manner,  and  he  would, 
therefore  support  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.)  said  it 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  recapitulate 
the  arguments  against  the  continuance 
of  this  measure.  He  contended  that  the 
Act  was  not  administered  impartially  in 
the  North  of  Ireland.  If  it  were,  the 
authorities  ought  to  be  able  to  ascer- 
tain whether  a  man  was  carrying  arms 
in  the  North  just  as  they  were  able  to 
ascertain  it  in  the  South  of  Ireland. 
No  man  had,  however,  ever  heard  ol  a 
raid  for  arms  in  the  North  of  Ireland. 
The  Chief  Secretary  himself  admitted 
that  Ireland  was  in  a  peaceful  state  ;  and 
he  contended  that,  as  the  Act  was  not 
administered  impartially  throughout 
Ireland,  it  ought  to  be  abandoned.  He 
hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  proceed  to 


a  division. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  said  he  re- 
gretted that  the  Chief  Secretary  did  not  at 
least  hold  out  some  hope  that  he  would 
consider  the  desirability  and  justice  of 
removing  this  obnoxious  and  offensive 
statute.  His  hon.  friends  were  perfectly 
correct  in  stating  that  the  Act  was  not 
impartially  administered.  There  was 
never  any  attempt  to  search  the  house  of 
an  Orangeman  for  arms,  nor  was  an 
Orangeman  ever  arrested  for  carrying 
arms.  An  Orangeman  might  possess  as 
many  revolvers  and  rifles  as  he  could 
afford  to  buy;  but  no  warrant  would 
ever  be  issued  against  him.  If  the  Act 
were  impartially  administered  he  would 
not  be  so  much  opposed  to  its  con- 
tinuance; but,  as  it  was,  he  regretted 
very  much  that  the  Chief  Secretary  did 
not  hold  out  any  hope  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  such  an  offensive,  insulting, 
and  outrageous  Act  would  be  limited. 
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Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  (Galway) 
thought  the  Peace  Preservation  Act  might 
very  well  under  present  circumstances 
be  repealed.  Application  for  permission 
to  carry  a  rifle  or  a  revolver  had  to  be 
made  to  the  resident  magistrate,  and 
recently  one  of  his  constituents,  although 
his  recommendation  was  signed  by  all 
the  leading  magistrates  in  the  city  of 
Ga'way,  had  his  application  refused. 
The  resident  magistrate  who  refused  the 
licence  was  well-known  in  Ireland  as 
one  who  did  not  dispense  favours  to 
Nationalists,  and  his  record  had  been 
brought  before  the  notice  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  on  more  than  one  occasion 
He  could  give  another  case,  similarly 
recommended,  which  also  was  refused, 
the  only  possible  ground  of  refusal  being 
the  fact  that  the  applicant  was  a 
Nationalist.  When  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment were  thus  administered,  how 
could  any  respect  for  the  law  be  expected 
in  the  West  of  Ireland  ?  He  sincerely 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
look  into  this  matter,  and  see  whether 
fairer  treatment  could  not  be  meted  out 
to  these  people. 

Mr.  DOOG an  (Tyrone,  E.)  was  under- 
stood to  quote  a  case  showing  that  the 
Act  was  not  administered  fairly  as  be- 
tween different  classes  of  the  community. 


Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.)  said  that 
no  reason  whatever  had  been  given  why 
the  most  crimeless  country  in  the  three 
kingdoms  should  be  treated  so  differentlv 
in  this  matter  from  England  or  Scotland 
Not  only  so,  but  the  North  of  Ireland 
was  treated  exceptionally  as  compared 
with  the  rest  of  the  country,  and  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know  why  the 
police  were  less  active  in  the  North  in 
the  matter  of  fire-arms  than  in  the 
South.  In  the  South  ofj  Ireland  if  a 
farmer  on  the  Nationalist  side  wanted  a 
gun  for  the  necessary  protection  of  his 
farm  he  had  practically  to  go  on  his 
hands  and  knees  to  get  a  licence  from 
the  resident  magistrate.  The  suggestion 
that  some  limit  should  be  put  on  the 
duration  of  this  Act  was  well  worthy  of 
consideration,  because  as  long  as  Ireland 
was  treated  differently  in  this  matter 
from  the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom 
Irishman  would  feel,  no  matter  what 
was  said  about  their  loyalty,  that  the 
English  Government  were  not  prepared 
to  trust  them  with  a  ripht  enjoyed  by 
all  other  subjects  of  the  King. 

Question  put — 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  121; 
Noes,  38.    (Division  List,  No.  258.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwrieht,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Bagot,  Capt.  Joeceline  Fitzroy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfonr^Rt.  Hon.  A  J.(i>fancAV 
Balfour,Rt.  HnGerald  W(Zc€cfe 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  [Christch. 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John. 
Bull,  William  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  [Oreenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Birm, 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.JA(  Wore. 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Colomb,  Sir  John  CAias.  Ready 
Compton.  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett.  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,  Charle8Curti8(^  ntrim^S 
CroBpley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 


AYES. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowe8,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  B. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bemnatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,PhilipS(  fran^mjA:,^.  W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(Ct<yo/Xonrf. 
Godson,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry,  S.) 
Groschen,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 
Greene,  Hy.  I).  {Shrewshuryl 
Greene,  W.  Raymond (Catnbs.) 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(3f irfcTa; 
Hardy,Laurence(Ze?i<,k«A/'rrf 
Hare,  Thomas  Leieh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay,  Hou.  Claude  George 
Heath,  ArthurHowat  d(^a?»/^ 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hermn-Hoodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 


Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Keswick  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgate 
Lawrence,  Wra.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  JobnGrant(  Yorks,NH 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,Frederick  N .  S. 
Lock  wood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  K. 
Loder,  Grerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt  Hn.  Walt«r(-Bm^o/,^ 
Lowther,  C.  (C«m6.,  EskdaU) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reginald  ^  .(PortsmotUk 
Maodona,  John  Cummin;^ 
M  *Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles   Benj. 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Montagu,  6.  (Huntingdon) 
M  organ,  Da  vid  J  ( Walthatnstow 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,RtHnA.Graham(Bw^«? 
Murray,  Charles  J.  {Coventrff) 
Murray,  Col.  Wjndham  (/Ja/A 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Pease,  Herbert  Pike(/>aWtn^r/i 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 

Piatt- Hig^s,  Frederick 
PlummerTWalter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
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Pry<^-Jone8,  Lt.-CoL  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Raach,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Reamant,  James  Farqaharson 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hd.  Ghas.  Thomson 
Boberta,  Samuel  (SheiiM) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Rutherford,  John  {Lanccuhire) 
Sa«kville,  CoL  S.  G.  Stopford 
Samuel, HerbertL.  {Cleveland) 


{10  August  1903} 

Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylehone,  W,) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  {East  Toxteth) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 


BUL 


T&I 


Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  WUliam  Hall 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.SirWilliamH. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  K 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.R.  (Bath 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Georc^ 

Telleks  for  the.  Ayes — 
Sir  Alexander  Aclaiid- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Caldwell,  James 
Cremer,  WUlia'ii  Randal 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Delany,  William 
I>evlin,Chas.  Mskmssiy  (Gal%aay) 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny ^  iV.) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
FuUer,  J.  M.  F. 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hobhouse,C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 


NOES. 

Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 

Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh. 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Lambert,  George 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall 

Lough,  Thomas 

M'EUop,  W.  {Sligo,  North) 

MoflB,  Samuel 

Murphy,  John 

O'Doherty,  William 

Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 

Peaae,  J.  A.  (Safran  Waldtn) 

Rea,  Russell 

Rickett.  J.  Compton 


Biegr*  Richard 

B<H^rts,  John  Bryn  (Bifiony 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (l^  hitec\apel) 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Thomas.David  Alfred  (Merthyr 
Thomp8on,DrEC(Jfo?W5^A'n,Ar 
Toulmin,  George 
Whittaket,  Thomai  Palmer 
Wilson,  Honry  J.  (York,  W.R} 

Tellebs  fob  the  Noes — 
Mr.  MacVeagh  and  Mr. 
James  O'Connor. 


Bin  reported,   without    Amendment; 
to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


LONDON  EDUCATION  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  asked 
whether  the  effect  of  one  of  the  Amend- 
ments made  by  the  Lords  would  be  that 
two  schools  could  not  have  one  body  of 
managers.  He  understood  that  there 
were  at  present  many  cases  in  London 
where  two  or  three  schools  had  the 
same  body  of  managers. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
(Sir  WiLUAM  Anson,  Oxford  University) 
said  that  when  the  Bill  was  before  this 
House  questions  were  raised  as  to  whether 
a  local  education  authority  might  create 
one  body  of  managers  for  all  its  schools, 
and  whether  one  school  might  have  two 
bodies  of  managers.  The  Bill  as  amended 
by  the  Lords  would  secure  that  there 
would  be  one  body  of  managers,  and  not 
more  than  one  body  for  each  individual 
school — unless  it  was  thought  desirable 
by  the  local  education  authority  to  group 
schools. 


Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 


SHEEP  SCAB  BILL. 
[Third  Rkadino.] 

Order  for  the  Third  Reading  read* 

*  Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,  Forest  of ^ Dean)  said  most  of  the 
powers  given  by  the  Bill  were  sufficiently 
given  by  the  present  law,  and  he  was- 
afraid  this  Bill  might  be  harshly  enforced 
by  the  County  Councils  in  the  case  of  small 
owners  of  sheep.  But  he  and  othera 
who  had  doubts  about  the  Bill  recog 
nised  the  fact  that  the  highest  auth- 
orities in  this  House  on  the  subject  were 
in  favour  of  the  Bill.  In  the  face  of  that 
feeling  they  had  not  ventured  to  obstruct 
the  Bill.  He  represented  a  constituency 
consisting  largely  of  miners,  many  of 
whom  had  a  few  sheep.  The  power  to- 
enter  sheds  and  other  places  to  inspect 
and  examine  sheep  was  extended  by  this 
Bill  to  cases  where  the  existence  of  the 
disease  within  thirty-six  days  was  not 
suspected,  and  that  power  might  be 
harshly  enforced. 

Mr.  SPEAR  (Devonshire,  Tavistock) 
did  not  apprehend  that  the  difficulty 
would  arise  which  the  right  hon.  Bart, 
had  suggested.  The  Act  would  cause  some 
inconvenience  to  agriculturists,  perhaps, 
but  the  very  valuable  measures  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture with  reference  to  other  diseases 
had  caused  inconvenience,    though  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


783       Housing  of  the  Working       {COMMONS}  Classes  {No.  2)  Bill. 


784 


result  had  been,  on  the  whole,  to  conduce 
much  to  the  healthy  state  of  flocks  and 
herds.  He  felt,  therefore,  that  it  was 
worth  some  sacrifice  of  convenience  and 
some  expense  on  the  part  of  the  agricul- 
turists to  deal  with  sheep  scab  in  an  eifica- 
<;ious  way.  He  believed  the  County  Couuci  Is 
would  be  considerate  in  the  administration 
of  the  Act.  Although  it  might  be  some- 
what drastic,  he  believed  it  would  be 
effectual  in  stamping  ouc  the  disease. 
This  was  only  anotner  proof  of  the 
great  efforts  which  the  present  and 
previous  Government  had  made  in  deal- 
ing with  and  stamping  out  disease. 

Mr.  AILWYN  FELLOWES  (Hunting- 
donshire, Ramsey) :  said  that  the  powers  of 
the  Board  in  Section  22  of  the  parent  Act 
did  not  cover  the  matter  dealt  with  in 
Clause  1  of  this  Bill,  which  was  devised 
for  the  better  enforcement  of  the  original 
Act  in  preventing  the  spread  of  disease  in 
any  manner.  The  other  point  raised  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  applied  only  to 
the  existence  of  sheep  scab  in  the  counties, 
whereas  this  Bill  proposed  to  prevent  it 
appearing  altogether.  The  Borough  and 
County  Councils  had  hitherto  done  their 
work  very  well,  and  the  Board  con- 
sidered that  they  would  be  able  to  carry 
out  this  Bill  without  hardship. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
said  his  main  objection  to  the  Bill  was 
that  it  was  legislation  by  reference; 
although  it  might  prove  inconvenient  to 
persons  who  oaly  kept  a  few  sheep,  he 
would  not  oppose  the  Third  Reading. 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
(NO.  2)  BILL. 

Oonsidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Chair.] 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  that  this 
clause  was  generally  approved  by  every- 
body, and  it  carried  out  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the 
housing  of  the  working  classes,  presided 
over  by  himself.  But  the  extension 
of  the  loan  was  not  applicable  to 
certain  districts,  such  as  those  where 
.the   mines  were  being  rapidly   worked 

Mr,  Spear, 


ouc,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  thd  Act 
would  be  administered  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  with  due  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  (Liverpool, 
E.  Toxteth)  said  there  were 
localities  which  already  had  powers 
under  local  Acts,  and  these  might  find 
themselves  in  a  less  advantageous 
position  than  those  which  would  come 
under  thi3  general  law.  He  hoped  if 
these  localities  tried  to  get  a  Provisional 
Order  to  put  them  on  the  same  terras 
as  other  localities,  the  Local  Government 
Board  would  regard  these  Provisional 
Orders  benevolently. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  said 
that  there  was  another  suggestion— 
that  the  Act  might  be  made  ret roipective, 
as  had  been  done  in  some  cases  in 
Ireland. 

The  PRESIDENTT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bri  tol,  S.)  said  that  the 
point  raised  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
was  important.  It  was  obvious  that 
they  could  not  extend  the  duration  of 
the  loan  where  the  conditions  would 
not  justify  it  in  the  matter  of 
security.  As  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Liverpool  in  regard 
to  Provisional  Orders,  these  would  be 
considered  in  a  very  friendly  way  hy 
the  Department.  Those  localities  which 
had  tried  to  do  their  work  under  local 
Acts  should  not  be  penalised  by  those 
which  had  waited  for  the  passinor  of  thl< 
Bill.  *^    " 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  asked  what 
was  the  opinion  of  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  on  the 
Amendment  which  had  been  submitted 
to  him  to  introduce  the  Public  Health 
Acts. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment,  because  the 
Public  Health  Acts  would  not  applj- 
This  was  a  Bill  to  remove  some  practical 
difficulties  of  minor  importance ;  andif 
they  attempted  to  deal  with  the 
graver  questions  serious  difficulty  might 
arise. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  said  that  at 
present  it  was  difficult    to    get  closed 
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buildings  demolished.  A  justice  had  to 
be  satisfied  that  they  were  dangerous  to 
the  public  health ;  and  that  was  often  a 
very  difficult  thing  to  prove.  There 
was  a  very  strong  reason  why  some 
simpler  method  should  be  adopted  to 
secure  the  demolition  of  closed  houses. 

^SirGHARLES  DILKE  said  that  there 
was  an  understanding  that  Clause  12, 
would  be  dropped ;  and  his  hon.  friends 
and  himself  would  have  to  adhere  to  it. 

Mr.  WILLlAVf  JONES  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Arfon)  said  there  was  a  strong 
reason  why  the  clause  should  be  added 
to  the  Bill,  because  it  simply  meant  an 
extension  of  the  Small  Dwellings  Act. 
It  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very  reason- 
able clause ;  but  if  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  wished  to  omit  it,  he  would 
not  prejudice  the  Bill  by  opposing  that 
course. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  the 
clause  might  be  useful  in  carrying  out 
the  object  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
in  view ;  but  there  was  a  general  desire 
that  it  should  be  struck  out,  and  that 
the  whole  subject  would  be  dealt  with 
next  session. 

Schedule  amended. 

Bill  Reported,  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered To-morrow. 

REVENUE  BILL. 
Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  to  Question  [30th 
July],  "That  the  Bill  bo   now   read  a 
second  time." 

Which  Amendment  was — 

**To  leave  out  the  word  *now*  and  at  the 
end  o!  the  Question  to  add  the  words  *upon 
this  day  three  months.'  "^{Mr.  Dalziel.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
word  *  now  *  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Debate  resumed. 

Mr,  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid.) 
said  that  when  the  Bill  was  last  before 
the  House  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  promised  to  issue  an  ex- 
planatory Memorandum.  That  promise 
had  been  carried  out,  and  the 
Memorandum  certainly  bore  out  the 
statement  that  the  Bill  made  concessions 
to   the   us^rs  of  various  articles.     The 
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only  point  he  desired  to  make  was  with 
regard  to  the  remission  of  the  duty  on 
molasses.  When  the  Bill  came  into 
operation  there  would  probably  bb  large 
stocks  on  hand,  and  he  would  suggest 
that,  following  the  precedent  of  the  corn 
duty,  a  drawback  should  be  given  where 
it  could  be  shown  the  stocks  were  in  store 
on  a  jparticular  date.  There  could  be  no 
possible  difiiculty  on  the  part  of  the  Excise 
authorities,  and  he  hoped  ths  right  hon. 
Gontleflian  would  be  able  to  make  such  a 
modification. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  N.)  agreed 
that  the  Memorandum  issued  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  put  the  Bill 
in  a  very  different  light  from  that  in 
which  many  Members  were  previously 
disposed  to  regard  it.  Clause  1,  which 
was  a  very  clumsy  and  ill-drawn  clause, 
stated  that  molasses  used  for  feeding 
cattle  was  to  be  free  from  duty,  and  it 
took  power  to  make  such  molasses  unfit 
for  human  food.  He  thought  that  was  a 
strange  provision,  and  asked  whether  it 
was  worth  while  making  this  distinction 
between  one  sort  of  molasses  and  another. 
He  also  asked  whether  this  concession 
was  not  contrary  to  the  Brussels  Con- 
vention, and  whether  certificates  of 
origin  would  not  be  necessary.  It  cer- 
tainly could  not  be  argued  that  molasses 
was  not  a  sugar  product  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Convention.  As  to  the 
other  provisions  of  the  Bill,  he  under- 
stood they  were  all  in  the  nature  of 
exemptions  or  remissions,  and  probably 
the  reason  they  were  not  included  in 
the  Finance  Bill,  as  they  ought  to  have 
been,  was  that  they  would  have  made 
that  measure  altogether  unwieldy. 

♦l^E  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) 
thought  the  attitude  adopted  by  hon. 
Members  to-night  justified  his  action  in 
adjourning  the  discussion  and  pro- 
mising an  explanatory  Memorandum. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  force  in  the 
contention  that  these  matters  ought 
to  be  dealt  with  in  a  Finance  Bill,  but 
hon.  Members  would  see  that  if  they 
were  all  included  it  would  be  imposi>ibIe 
to  pass  that  measure  within  a  reasonable 
limit  of  time.  The  provisions  in  the  Bill 
with  respect  to  molasses  were  dependent  in 
some  respect  upon  the  passing  of  the  Sugar 
Convention  Bill,  and  therefore  it  was  not 
possible  to  include  them  in  the  Finance 
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Bill  The  hon.  Member  for  West  Isling- 
ton feared  that  some  difficulty  might 
arise  in  connection  with  the  Convention. 
That  was  not  the  case,  as,  if  the  Bill  was 

Eassed.  no  duty  whatever  would  be 
»vied  on  molasses,  and  the  question  of 
certificates  of  origin  or  of  breach  of  the 
Convention  could  not  possibly  arise.  He 
had  been  asked  to  extend  the  provision  to 
all  molasses.  What  he  was  proposing  was 
to  put  the  legislation  of  this  country  in 
the  same  position  as  that  of  every  other 
country  in  Europe  with  respect  to 
molasses.  This  was  the  only  country 
where  a  duty  was  levied  on  molasses 
used  for  feeding  stuffs.  He  was  sure  he 
would  carry  the  House  with  him  in  en- 
deavouring to  relieve  the  agricultural 
community  of  taxation  which  was  not 
borne  by  their  competitors  in  any  other 
country.  He  understood  that  in  anti- 
cipation of  this  Bill,  the  West  Indies 
were  preparing  to  send  a  large  supply 
of  molasses  for  feeding  purposes  to  this 
country.  He  pledged  himself  to  secure, 
by  whatever  arrangement  he  could,  that 
molasses  introduced  duty  free  should  not 
be  molasses  other  than  molasses  used  for 
feeding  stuffs.  As  to  traders  getting 
rid  of  their  present  stocks  before  the  Act 
came  into  operation,  he  was  convinced 
that,  if  there  was  some  slight  loss  in- 
curred, that  would  be  compensated  for 
by  the  much  larger  business  that  would 
be  done  ultimately.  He  proposed  to  put 
down  an  Amendment  providing  that  the 
Act  should  not  come  into  force  till 
September  1.  He  should  be  prepared  to 
prolong  that  date  if  necessary,  but  he 
hoped  that  by  that  time  tho«e  in  posses- 
sion of  stocks  would  have  been  able  to 
get  rid  of  them.  He  believed  the  Bill 
would  be  cordially  welcomed  by  those 
interested  in  the  matter.  All  the  other 
items  in  the  Bill  were  concessions  to 
demands  which  had  been  repeatedly  made 
on  the  Treasury,  and  he  hoped  the  meas- 
ure would  now  be  read  a  second  time. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

BOARD   OF  AGRICULTURE   AND 
FISHERIES  BILL   [LORDS]. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Mr,  Ritchie, 


Bill  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  in  respect  of  Clause 
1. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported; as  amended,  considered;  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

ISLE  OF  MAN   CUSTOMS  BILL. 
[TuraD  Reading.]* 
Order  for  the  Third  Reading  read. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  asked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  had 
considered  the  question  of  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Sugar  Convention  Bill  to  the 
Isle  of  Man,  and  whether  it  would  not 
be  necessary  to  introduce  a  separate  Bill 
dealing  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  N.)  understood 
the  object  of  the  Bill  to  be  to  apply  to  the 
Isle  of  Man  our  system  of  sugar  duties  and 
the  method  of  collecting  them.  Under 
the  Sugar  Convention  Bill  a  different 
method  was  to  be  adopted,  and  he  asked 
whether  that  would  not  alter  the  circum- 
stances with  regard  to  the  Isle  of  Man. 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)  was 
understood  to  say  that  he  was  advised, 
though  the  legal  authorities  were  not 
altogether  afi;reed,  that  we  could  prohibit 
sugar  being  landed  in  the  island  contrary 
to  the  Sugar  Convention.  If  the  law 
did  not  give  them  power  to  prohibit 
sugar  being  landed  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  consider  between 
now  and  next  year  what  could  be  done 
in  the  matter.  He  was  unable  this  session 
to  ask  the  House  of  Commons  to  pass 
any  other  Bill  dealing  with  this  matter. 
Whatever  miffht  be  the  correct  legal 
position  of  the  Isle  of  Man  he  was 
perfectly  certain  that  no  difficulties  were 
likely  to  arise  in  future  with  regard  to 
this  measure. 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Whereupon  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
of  the  House  of  the  28th  day  of  Jul?, 
Ml*.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  with- 
out Question  put. 

Adjoarned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
after  One  o'clock. 
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HOUSE      OF      LORDS. 

Tuesday,  Uth  Au^icst,  1903. 


COMMISSION. 
The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal 
Assent : 

1.  Borough  Funds. 

2.  Local      Gk)vernment     (Transfer    of 

Powers). 

3.  Metropolitan  Streets. 

4.  Public  Offices  (Dublin). 

5.  Pistols. 

6.  Poor    Law    (Dissolution    of    School 

Districts  and  Adjustments). 

7.  Patriotic  Fund. 

8.  Sugar  Convention. 

9.  Naval  Works. 

10.  Ireland  Development  Grant. 

11.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  2). 

12.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  3). 

13.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  4). 

14.  Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  5). 

15.  Gras  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1). 

16.  (Jas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2). 

17.  Water  Orders  Confirmation. 

18.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  5). 

19.  Local  GU)vernment  Provisional  Orders 

(No.  8), 

20.  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 

(No  13). 

-21.  Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Lands 
(Ireland)  Provisional  Order. 

:22.  Local  Grovernment  (Ireland)  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  3). 

23.  Local    Government    (Ireland)    Pro- 

visional Orders  (No.  5). 

24.  Local    Government    (Ireland)    Pro- 

visional Orders  (No.  7). 
:25.  Perth  Corporation  (Tramways)  Order 
Confirmation. 

26.  Aberdeen    Corporation    (Tramways) 

Order  Confirmation. 

27.  Metropolitan       Police      Provisional 

Order. 

25.  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 

1). 

29,  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No. 
2). 

^0.  Irvine  and  District  Water  Board 
Order  Confirmation. 

.31.  Rothesay  Corporation  Order  Confirm- 
ation. 
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32.  Scottish  Episcopal  Clergy  Widows 

and  Orphans'  Fund  Order  Con- 
firmatipn. 

33.  Education  Board   Provisional  Order 

Confirmation  (London). 

34.  Gras  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation. 

35.  Glasgow  Coiyoration  (Police)  Order 

Confirmation. 

36.  Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Con 

firmation. 

37.  Wick  and  Pulteney  Harbours  Order 

Confirmation. 

38.  Addenbrooke's  Hospital. 

39.  Post  Office  Sites. 

40.  Scottish  American   Mortgage    Com- 

pany, Limited. 

41.  South  Lancashire  Tramways. 

42.  Didcot,  Newbury  and  Southampton 

Railway. 

43.  Great  Southern  and  Western  Rail- 

way. 

44.  St.  Philip  8  Chapel  (Regent  Street). 

45.  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo    Rail- 

way. 

46.  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of 

Ireland. 

47.  Walker  and  Wallsend  Union  Gas. 

48.  Blackheath  and  Greenwich  District 

Electric  Light. 

49.  Derby  Gas. 

50.  Dudley,   Stourbridge   and    District 

Tramways. 

51.  Poole  and  District  Electric  Traction. 

52.  Tynemouth  and  District  Tramways. 

53.  Middlesbrough  Corporation. 
*  54.  Taff  Vale  Railway. 

55.  Sutton  Coldfield  Corporation. 

56.  City  and  South  London  Railway. 

57.  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Sup- 

ply- 

58.  Romford  and  District  Tramways. 

59.  Wigan  Corporation  Tramways. 

60.  Woolwich  Borough  Council. 

61.  Bournemouth     (S)rporation     Tram- 

ways. 

62.  Alexandra  Park  and  Palace. 

63.  Chatham  and  District  Light  Rail- 

ways. 

64.  Willesden  Urban  District  Council. 

66.  Exeter  Corporation. 

65.  Barry  Railway. 

67.  Dewsbury,     Batley,     and     Birstal 

Tramways. 

68.  Worthing  Corporation  Tramways. 

69.  Great    Northern,    Piccadilly,    and 

Brompton       Railway      (Various 
Powers). 

70.  London  County   Council    (General 

Powers). 
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London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend 
Railway. 

Watford  and  Edgwa^e  Railway. 

Harrow  Road  and  Paddington 
Tramways. 

London  United  Tramways. 

Birmingham  Corporation. 

Manchester  Southern  Tramways. 

Castleblayney,  Keady,  and  Armagh 
Railway  (Extension  of  Time). 

Gkwport  and  Fareham  Tramways. 

Great  Western  Railway. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and 
London  and  North- Western  Rail- 
ways (Steam  Vessels). 

Neath,  Pontardawe,  and  Br3rnaman 
Railway. 

Chard  Corporation  Gas  and  Elec- 
tricity. 

Rochester  Corporation  Tramways 
and  Improvements. 

ELip's  Patents. 

Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire 
Tramways. 

West  Bromwich  Corporation. 

Hove,  Worthing,  and  District  Tram- 
ways. 

South-Eastem  and  London,  Chat- 
ham, and  Dover  Railways. 

Scottish  Ontario  and  Manitoba 
Land  Company. 

Bath  Corporation  Water. 

Dublin,  vVicklow,  and  Wexford 
Railway. 

Bournemouth  Gras  and  Water. 

Carmarthenshire  Electric  Power. 

Bristol  Corporation. 

Maryport  Harbour. 

Manchester  Corporation. 

Somerset  and  District  Electric 
Power. 

Birmingham  District  Tramways. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Rail- 
way (Extension  of  Time). 

Beckenham  Urban  District  Council. 

London  County  Council  (Money). 

London  County  Council  (Tram- 
ways and  Improvements). 

MulUngar,  Kells,  and  Drogheda 
Railway. 

Fife  Electric  Power. 

South  Shields  Corporation. 

East  Ham  Improvement. 

Wood  Green  Urban  District  Coun- 
cil. 

Brighton  Corporation. 

Lochnell  Estate. 

Pentillie  Estate. 


Bill  Business. 
SAT  FIKST. 


in 


The  Marquess  Townshend — Sat  first  in 
Parliament  after  the  death  of  his  father. 


PBIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill 
rH.L.l,  Liverpool  University  Bill  [H.L.], 
Bradford  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.1,  Bury 
and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  rH.L.  J,. 
Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich  Tram- 
ways Bill  [h.l.1,  Salford  Corporation  Bill 
Ih.l.],  Shropshire  and  Worcestershire 
Electric  Power  Bill  [h.L:],  Commons 
Amendments  considered  and  agreed  to 


Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Railways- 
Bill,  Read  3%  with  the  Amendments  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.1,  Hast- 
ing l£irbour  District  Railway  Bill  [R.h.\ 
Mid  Yorkshire  Tramways  Bill  fk-L.], 
North-Westem  Electricity  and  rower- 
Gas  Bill  [H.L.],  Scottish  Central  Electric 
Power  Bill  [h.l.].  Returned  from  the 
Commons  agreed  to,  with  Amendments. 
The  said  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill,  [h.l.],  South-Westem 
and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction  Railway  Bill 
[h.l.],  Returned  from  the  Commons 
agreed  to. 

Gateshead  Corporation  Bill,  Stroud  and 
District  Tramways  Bill,  Cork  Harbour 
Bill,  Ebbw  Vale  Improvement  Bill,  Erith 
Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill,  Great 
Central  Railway  Bill,  North-Eastem  Rail- 
way Bill,  Sheffield  Corporation  Bill,  South 
Yorkshire  Joint  Railways  Bill,  Western 
Valleys  (Monmouthshire)  Sewera^  Board 
Bill,  Dover  Corporation  Bill,  Hainault 
Forest  Bill,  Kingston-upon-Hull  Corpora- 
tion Bill,  Coventry  Electric  Tramways 
Bill,  Seaforth  and  Sefton  Junction  Rail- 
way Bill,  Croydon  and  District  Electric 
Tramways  BUI.  Returned  from  the 
Commons,  with  the  Amendments  agreed 
to. 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill,  Lerwick  Harbour  Im- 
provements Act,  1877,  Amendment  Order 
Confirmation  Bill.  Read  3*  (according  to 
order),  and  passed. 
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PETITIONS,  RUSSIA,  No.  1.  (1903). 

Despatch  from  His  Majesty's  Consul- 
General  at  Odessa  forwarding  a  report 
on  the  riots  at  Eishiniev. 


HIS  HIGHNESS  MAHENDRA  MAHA- 
RAZA  MADHAVA  SINGH. 

Petition  for  redress  of  grievances  of  ; 
of  Inhabitants  of  Cambridge ;  West- 
minster ;  London  ;  and  other  towns  in 
England  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


TRAMWAYS  ACT,  1870. 
Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  their 
proceedings  under  the  Act,   during  the 
session  of  1903. 

RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 
Returns  of  accidents  and  casualties  as 
reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the 
several  railway  companies  in  the  United 
Kingdom  during  the  six  months  ending 
30th  June,  1903,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1871  ; 
together  with  the  reports  of  the  inspect- 
ing officers,  assistant  inspecting  officers, 
and  sub-inspectors  of  the  Railway  De- 
partment to  the  Board  of  Trade  upon 
certain  accidents  which  were  inquimi 
into. 

FOREIGN  IMPORT  DUTIES. 
Statement  of  the  rates  of  import  duties 
levied  in  European  countries,  in  the 
United  States,  in  Japan,  and  in  China, 
upon  the  produce  and  manufactures  of 
the  United  Kingdam. 


GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS, 
Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  their 
proceedings  imder  the  Gas  and  Water 
Works  Facilities  Act,  1870,  during  the 
session  of  1903. 

RAILWAY  SERVANTS  (HOURS  OF 
LABOUR). 

Return,  in  pursuance  of  Section  4  of 
the  Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1889, 
of  railway  servants  of  certain  classes  who 
were  on  one  or  more  occasions  during 
the  month  of  December,  1902,  on  duty 
on  the  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom 
for  more  than  twelve  hours  at  a  time,  or 
who,  after  being  on  duty  more  than 
twelve  hours,  were  allowed  to  resume 
work  with  less  than  nine  hours  rest. 


ALIEN    IMMIGRATION    (ROYAL    COM- 
MISSION). 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  aUen 
immigration ;  with  minutes  of  evidenc  e 
and  appendix.     Vol.  L  Report. 

SUPERANNUATION    (CIVIL    SERVICE) 
(ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  superannua- 
tion in  the  Civil  Service  ;  with  minutes 
of  evidence,  appendices,  and  index. 

PUBUC  WORKS  (IRELAND). 
Seventy-first    Annual   Report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works   in  Ire- 
land,   with    appendices,    for    the    year 
ended  31st  March,  1903. 

INDIA  (AGRICULTURAL  BANKS). 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
establishment  of  co-operative  credit 
societies  in  India. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

I.  Return  showing  the  number  of  per- 
sons whose  names  have  been  placed  upon 
the  Teachers'  Register  under  Regulation 
5  (2)  (a)  of  the  Teachers'  R^stration 
Regulations,  and  the  qualifications  of 
each  one  so  registered  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Council,  has  qualified  the 
person  to  be  so  registered : 

II.  Statement  of  schemes  for  the  for- 
mation of  education  committees,  approved 
during  the  month  of  July  1903,  by  the 
Board  of  Education,  under  section  IT 
of  the  Education  Act  of  1902  (in  con- 
tinuation of  Parliamentary  Papers 
(Command  Nos.  1564,  1613,  1659,  and 
1675)  of  Session  1903)  showing- 
Name  of  local  authority ; 

Name  of  the  council; 

Number  of  members  on  the  education 

committee ; 
Number  of  members  on  the  education 

committee  who  are  necessarily  mem« 

hers  of  the  council ; 
Number  of  women  who  are  necessarily 

on  the  education  committee; 

2  E  2  n  \ 
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Forms  of  educational  experience  to  be 
represented  on  the  committee ; 

Becommendations  or  nominations  (if 
any). 

JUDICIAL  STATISTICS  (IRELAND),  1902. 
Part  I.  Criminal  Statistics. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  Table* 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (PURCHASE 
OF  LAND  (IRELAND)  ACT,  189L 

Return  of  advances  under  the  Act 
during  the  year  ended  the  31st  March 
1903. 

RAILWAY  SERVANTS  (HOURS  OF 
LABOUR). 

Keport  by  the  Board  of  Trade  respecting 
their  proceedings  under  the  Railway 
Regulation  Act,  1893,  56  &  57  Vict.  c. 
29,  during  the  year  ended  27th  July 
1903. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 
Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  their 
proceedings    and    business   under    the 
Weights  and  Measures  Acts. 

GAS  COMPANIES  (METROPOLIS). 
Accounts    of    the    Metropolitan    Gas 
Companies,  for  the  year  1902. 

PAWNBROKERS  RETURNS  (IRELAND). 
Returns  from    the   City   Marshal  of 
Dublin,  for  the  year  1902. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuantto  Act,) 
and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION. 
Return  of  the  total  number 'of  law 
clerks  serving  in  the  several  divisions  of 
the  High  Court,  giving  the  number, 
ages,  salaries,  and  length  of  service  of  such 
clerks  as  are  over  the  age  of  60.  Laid 
before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Older  of 
the  23rd  of  July  last),  and  to  be  printed. 
(No  211). 

LONDON  EDUCATION  BILL. 
Returned  from    the  Commons,  with 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

MOTOR-CARS  BILL  [H.u]. 

The  secretary  por  SCOTLAND 

(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  :  I  think 

it  probable  that  the  House  of  Commbns 

will  finish  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  to 
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regulate  motor-cars  to-night.  As  most 
of  your  Lordships  know,  some  Amend- 
ments have  been  made  ]  and  I  think  it 
would  be  convenient  to  the  House  if  I 
were  to  say  that,  if  possible,  we  propose 
to  take  the  consideration  of  those  Amend- 
ments as  the  first  business  to-morrow.  I 
will  not  press  that  arrangement,  however, 
if  it  is  inconvenient  to  the  House. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  That 
means  that  the  Oovemment  propose  that 
we  shall  sit  to-morrow.  It  is  not  usual  to 
sit  on  Wednesdays,  but  I  do  not  suppose 
there  will  be  any  objection  in  the  circum- 
stances. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  It 
seemed  to  me  so  obviously  necessary  that 
we  should  sit  to-morrow  that  it  did  not 
occur  to  me  to  ask  whether  it  would  be 
to  the  convenience  of  the  House  generally 
to  do  so. 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Reading 
read. 

.Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH: 
My  Lords,  in  asking  the  House  to  read  a 
Bill  of  this  size  a  second  time  at  this 
period  of  the  session,  I  feel  that  a  few 
words  of  explanation  are  necessary  from 
me.  The  Bill  itself  affects  nothing  but 
the  administration  of  burghs  in  Scotland. 
It  is  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act  passed  in 
1892.  That  statute  is  a  very  lengthy 
one,  and  during  the  lapse  of  time  wnich 
has  occurred  since  it  was  passed  a  great 
number  of  defects  have  been  foimd  in  it, 
and  a  considerable  number  of  Amend- 
ments are  really  necessary  to  make  it 
work.  The  fact  has  been  painfully 
brought  to  my  notice  many  and  many  a 
time  during  the  years  that  I  have  ad- 
ministered the  Scottish  Office,  and  several 
attempts  have  been  made  on  the  part  of 
the  Convention  of  Royal  and  Parlia- 
mentary Burghs  to  amend  that  Act  A 
Bill  to  amend  it  was  introduced  in 
1901,  and  again  last  year,  but  in  both 
those  cases  there  were  so  many  points  of 
friction  and  difficulty  that  it  was  found 
impossible  to  get  time  to  pass  the  Bill 
through  another  place.  After  all,  this 
Bill  is  one  which  involves  no  principle, 
because  burghs  must  be  regulated,  and 
they  require  regulation  in  many  matters 
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which  are  applicable  to  country  districts. 
It  is  essentially  a  Bill  containing,  a  mass 
of  detail.  Further,  those  details  are  often- 
times important,  not  only  to  the  burghs 
themselves,  but  to  the  country  distncts 
immediately  around. 

A  proposal,  therefore,  was  made  to  my 
Office,  or  rather  to  me  on  behalf  of  the 
Office,  that  those  who  advised  me  in  such 
Uiatters  as  this  should  consult  the  officials 
of  the  Convention  of  Royal  and  Parlia- 
mentary Burghs,  and  see  whether  we 
could  not  produce  to  Parliament  an  agreed 
measure,  and  this  Bill  as  introduc^  by 
Mr.  Asher  in  another  place  was  the  result 
of  many  conferences  which  took  place  in 
the  autumn  of  last  year.     A  good  many 

gwnts  were  left  over  for  discussion  in 
arliament,  and  although  no  time  has 
been  taken  up  of  the  House  of  Commons 
as  a  whole,  a  great  many  negotiations 
have  taken  place,  and  the  m\\  ultimately 
passed  through  Orand  Committee  in  the 
other  House  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  pre- 
sented to  your  Lordships.  Many  Amend- 
ments were  proposed  on  behalf  of  Govern- 
ment Departments,  County  Councils, 
and  private  interests,  and  a  settlement  of 
every  outstanding  question  has  actually 
now  taken  place.  This  Bill  might  have 
reached  this  House  a  week  or  two  ago,  but 
there  is  a  mysterious  process  which  goes 
on  in  the  other  House  of  blocking  Bills, 
not  perhaps  always  on  their  ment«i,  but 
on  account  of  a  variety  of  considerations. 

I  think  1  can  safely  ask  your  Lordships 
to  pass  this  Bill.  I  can  assure  you  that 
the  Lord  Advocate  has  watched  it  in  all 
its  stages  and  has  been  privy  to  all  the 
negotiations  to  which  I  have  referred. 
It  has  been  through  the  Grand  Committee 
on  Law,  and  I  believe  with  some  drafting 
Amendments  on  one  or  two  points,  which 
I  shall  have  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  to-morrow,  it  may  be  assumed  to 
be  an  absolutely  agreed  measure — indeed, 
the  Amendments  are  also  agreed.  On 
the  contents  of  the  Bill  I  think  I  need 
only  say  that  the  first  part  of  it  is  pure 
amendment,  in  minor  details,  of  the 
Burgh  Police  Act,  1892,  and  is  compul- 
sory on  all  burghs.  The  second  part 
of  the  Bill  is  an  adoptive  part,  which  a 
burgh  may  accept  or  not;  but  if  it 
wants  the  reforms  contained  in  the 
clauses  dealing  with  the  width  of 
streets,  buildings,  squares,  sky-signs, 
advertisement  sites,  the  supply  of  milk, 
and  so  forth,    it  will  be    a   great   con- 


venience that  there  should  be  a  set  of 
model  clau^  which  the  burgh  can  adopt. 
We  hope  to  do  in  this  Bill,  for  Scottish 
Burghs,  what  was  recommended  by  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, to  whom  were  referred  all  private 
Bills  promoted  by  municipal  and  loeal 
authorities.  They  suggested  that  their 
labours  would  be  materially  lessened,  and 
better  co-ordination  of  local  legislation 
would  be  secured,  if  model  clauses  were 
agreed  upon  in  the  way  proposed  in  this 
Bill.  That  is  an  extremely  wise  and 
sensible  recommendation,  and  I  am  glad 
to  be  able  to  say  that  so  far  as  Scotland 
is  concerned  we  are  by  this  Bill  making  a 
step  to  carry  it  out  for  the  first  time.  I 
hope  in  these  circumstances  that,  late  as 
it  is,  your  Lordships  will  allow  the  Bill  to 
proceed. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*.** 
— {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,) 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  : 
This  is  an  instance  of  what  happens  at  this 
period  of  the  session.  This  is  a  Bill  of 
over  one  hundred  clauses.  It  has  not 
been  circulated,  and  there  is,  of  course,  no 
possible  means  of  considering  it.  I  should 
like  to  ask  my  noble  friend  what 
day  he  proposes  to  take  the  Committee 
stage. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
propose  to  take  the  Committee  stage  to- 
morrow. I  do  not  wish  to  repeat  what  I 
said  before  the  noble  Lord  came  into  the 
House,  but  I  think  I  did  give  rather  a 
full,  and,  I  hope,  a  satisfactory,  explana- 
tion of  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
Bill  has  been  introduced. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN :  I 
must  apologise  to  the  noble  Lord  for  not 
having  been  in  the  House.  If  the  Bill  is 
to  be  taken  in  Committee  to-morrow,  the 
best  thing  I  can  do  is  to  confer  with  my 
noble  friend  privately  on  one  or  two 
points.  Consideration  of  the  Bill  is,  of 
course,  out  of  the  question.  The  con- 
gested state  of  your  Lordships'  Paper 
furnishes  a  further  illustration  of  what 
Lord  Newton  said  earlier  in  the  session, 
that  in  the  month  of  August  this  House 
is  forced  to  pass  Bills  without  having  the 
opportunity  of  knowingwhat  is  contained 
in  them.     At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  say 
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that  this  Bill  is  not  a  verj  satisfactory  one; 
buti  protest  against  our  having  to  pass 
it  without  opportunity  for  considera- 
tion. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 
am  obliged  to  the  noble  Earl  for  the  way 
he  has  met  my  su^estion  that  we  should 
proceed  with  the  Kll.  I  admit  that  it  is 
asking  a  good  deal  of  the  House  to  pass 
it  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  I 
will  endeavour  to  meet  the  noble  Earl's 
wishes  as  far  as  possible. 

On  Question,  fall  read  2*  (according  to 
order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

TOWN    COUNCILS    (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  : 
This  Bill  is  a  very  short  one,  and  can 
easily  be  mastered  by  anyone  who  will 
give  five  minutes  to  the  operation.  It  is 
a  Bill  purely  of  details,  and  really  the 
details,  although  important  to  the  town 
councils  themselves,  are  so  relatively  un- 
important to  anyone  else  that  unless  I  am 
asked  a  Question  in  regard  to  them  I  will 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  with 
further  explanation. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
— (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according  to 
order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

RAILWAYS  (ELECTRIC  POWER)  BILL, 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  LOAN  AND  WAR  CON- 
TRIBUTION  BILL, 

MILITARY  WORKS  BILL, 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL, 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL, 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Read    2'^   (according    to    order),  and 

committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

House  to-morrow. 

MARRLAGES  LEGALISATION  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order    of    the   Day    for   the   Second 
Reading  read* 

The  Earl  of  Campei'down. 


Lord  BELPER  :  My  Lords,  this  is  a 
very  small  Bill,  for  the  purpose  of  legal- 
ising certain  marriages  which  have  been 
performed  by  inadvertence  in  churches 
not  properlv  licensed  for  the  purpose. 
There  is  nothing  unusual  in  the  form  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  beg  to  move  that  it  be  read 
a  second  time. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
— {Lard  Belper.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*  (according  to 
Order):  Then  (Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX.  having^  been  suspended)  Bill 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  forthwith:  House  in  Committee 
accordingly:  Bill  reported  without 
Amendment :  Standing  Committee  nega- 
tived :  Bill  read  3%  and  passed. 

IRISH    LAND    BILL. 

[Third  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Reading, 
read. 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  3*.— 
{The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

The  Earl  of  BELMORE  :  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  make  a  suggestion  with  regard  to 
the  position  of  thelessees  under  Trinity 
College.  I  would  suggest  to  the  noble 
Duke  the  desirability  of  the  Government 
considering  seriously  the  question  of 
appointing  a  small  Commission  during  the 
autumn,  to  go  into  the  case  of  these 
lessees,  which  need  not  take  more  than  a 
few  weeks,  with  a  view  to  seeing  whether 
something  cannot  be  done  to  meet  it. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN:  I  would  re- 
mind the  noble  Earl  that  on  a  former 
occasion,  when  this  Question  was  under 
discussion,  the  noble  Duke  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  stated  that  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment had  under  contemplation  the 
appointment  of  a  small  Commission  to 
consider  the  whole  subject. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN:  My 
Lords,  I  am  sorry  the  Grovemment  have 
not  seen  their  way  to  remove  two  blots 
from  the  Bill  which,  in  my  opinion,  may 
affect  injuriously  its  usefuhiess  as  a  final 
Act  for  the  settlement  of  this  question. 
I  allude  to  the  fact  that  the  amount  of 
legal   expenses  which  will  fall  upon  in 
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<diyidual8  is  still  left  uncertain  in  the  Bill, 
^nd  to  the  method  of  the  distribution  of 
the  grant-in-aid.  It  is  impossible  for 
•any  owner  who  desires  to  sell,  to  ascertain 
what  legal  expenses  will  fall  upon  him, 
4uid  how  much  of  those  expenses  will  be 
defrayed  by  the  Land  Commission.  I 
^should  not  have  thought  it  beyond  the 
power  of  His  Majesty  s  Government  to 
have  laid  down  in  the  schedule  a  definite 
scale  of  expenses,  or  in  some  other  way 
to  have  intimated  accurately,  or  even 
approximately,  what  portion  of  the  legal 
expenses  it  is  intended  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  Land  Commission,  and  what  pro- 
portion will  fall  upon  the  individual  owner. 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  not 
thought  fit  to  enter  into  any  real  ex- 
planation of  this  subject.  I  think  that 
the  consequences  will  be  that  owners  will 
hold  back  from  selling.  A  man  desiring 
to  sell,  will  naturally  hesitate  to  do  so 
until  he  is  perfectly  assured  as  to  what  his 
financial  position  will  be  afterwards,  and 
I  fear  owners  will  hang  back  to  see  what 
happens  to  their  neighbours  and  to  find 
out  by  practical  experience  how  much  of 
these  legal  expenses  will  fall  on  their  own 
-shoulders.  If  I  am  at  all  correct  in  what  I 
fear,  all  I  can  say  is  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  nobody  but  themselves 
to  blame  for  it.  As  to  the  distribution 
•of  the  grant-in  aid,  I  had  the  honour  of 
moving  an  Amendment  to  the  effect 
"that  it  should  be  distributed  initially  at 
the  rate  of  15  percent,  instead  of  12  per 
-cent,  and  I  pointed  out— and,  I  think, 
successfully  pointed  out  —  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  initial  rate 
should  be  15  per  cent,  if  we  are  to  be 
•certain  that  the  whole  of  the  bonus 
will  be  received.  It  was  suggested  that 
my  Amendment  involved  an  infringe- 
ment and  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  my  Amend- 
ment could  not  possibly  have  added  one 
tfarthing  to  the  sum  already  appro- 
priated, namely,  £12,000,000.  As  the 
House  of  Commons  appropriated  a 
definite,  specific  sum  of  £12,000,000,  and 
<as  my  Amendment  could  not  add  one 
farthing  to  that  sum,  I  submit  that  the 
reason  why  it  was  suggested  that  my 
Amendment  involved  a  breach  of  privilege 
^as  that  His  Majesty's  Government  had 
no  other  or  better  reason  to  give  a^inst 
it.  As  a  matter  of  fact.  His  Majesty's 
■Government  have  given  no  reason,  except 
an  absolutely  non  posswrrms  one.     I  regret 


this  more  than  I  can  say.  I  should  be 
very  sorry  to  pose  as  a  prophet  of  evil, 
and  I  hope  that  facts  will  prove  that  my 
fears  are  unfounded ;  but  of  this  I  am 
certain,  that  if  His  Majesty's  Government 
had  allowed  the  Bill  to  be  amended  in 
such  a  way  as  to  have  defined  the  amount 
of  legal  expenses  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
Land  Commission,  and  to  ensure  that  the 
landowner  received  the  whole  of  the 
bonus,  the  success  of  the  Bill  would  have 
been  assured. 


*The  Earl  of  W^MYSS  :  My  Lords,  I 
have  abstained  from  taking  any  part  in 
the  discussions  on  this  Bill,  as  I  did  not 
wish  to  figure  as  the  proverbial  fly  in  a 
pot  of  what  is  considered  to  be  healing 
ointment.  I  did  not  wish  to  strike  a 
jarring  note  in  regard  to  this  question, 
where  general  harmony  is  supposed  to 
prevail,  out  Lord  Hampden,  in  a  speech 
which  he  made,  I  think,  on  the  Second 
Reading,  denounced  the  Bill  so  strongly 
that  I  feel  myself  free  to  speak  exactly  my 
feelings  with  regard  to  it.  He  called  it  a 
corrupting  Bill,  and  also,  I  think,  a  mis- 
chievous and  monstrous  measure.  It  is 
no  doubt  a  Bill  to  induce  the  landlords  of 
Ireland  to  give  up  their  property.  They 
have  accepted  this  offer — I  will  not  call  it 
a  bribe — and  who  can  blame  them  for  it  t 
It  is  not  this  Bill  that  is  in  fault,  but  the 
legislation  which  has  led  to  this  Bill — the 
legislation  which  began   in    1870,  when 

Erinciples  were  introduced  into  our  legis- 
ition  that  had  never  been  heard  of  before, 
when  the  Grovernment  turned  their  back 
upon  themselves  and  did  the  very  thing 
which  they  exist  not  to  do.  What  does 
Grovemment  exist  for  but  to  maintain 
contracts  inviolate  and  to  protect  pro- 
perty ?  The  legislation  of  1870  broke  all 
contracts,  and  robbed  the  landlords  in- 
stead of  protecting  their  property.  It 
has  resulted  in  further  legislation  of  the 
same  kind;  and  this  legislation  has  ex- 
tended beyond  Ireland  and  taken  root  in 
the  crofts  in  the  West  of  Scotland  and  in 
every  farm  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales  through  the  Agricultural  Hold- 
ings Act.  Indeed,  if  you  look  at  the 
list  of  measures  in  another  place,  you  will 
find  that  these  principles  are  attempted 
to  be  applied  to  everything.  There  is 
interference  of  the  State  everywhere, 
taking  the  property  of  one  class  and 
giving  it  to  another. 
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I  have  from  the  very  first  resisted  this 
kind  of  legislation.  I  resisted  the  Land 
BiU  of  1870  and  the  Land  Bill  of  1881, 
and  I  resisted  the  policy  in  1896  of  trying 
to  kill  Home  Rule  by  kindness  and  the 
introduction  of  another  Land  Bill,  against 
which,  there  being  no  division  in  your 
Lordships'  House,  I  entered  my  written 

Ciest  under,  I  think,  seven  heads, 
king,  as  I  have  recently  done,  through 
the  Journals  of  this  House,  what  do 
I  find  ]  I  find  that  in  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  which  is  supposed  to  be 
the  great  Court  of  Appeal  and  the  House 
which  gives  protection  to  property,  con- 
tracts, and  everything  else,  and  puts  its 
foot  down  on  wrongful  legislation,  in  all 
this  course  of  Irish  legislation  from  1870 
down  to  the  present  time,  there  has  not 
been  a  single  Division  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  any  of  these  Buls.  This  legis- 
lation has  resulted  in  the  necessity  m  a 
measure  such  as  this,  which  is  to  get  rid 
of  the  loval  Iri^h  IftncJlQrd?,  Having 
resisted  all  this  legislation,  I  accept  this 
Sill  heartily  in  this  sense — that  it  is  a  Bill 
that  does  partial  justice,  and  only  partial 
justice,  to  Irish  landlords.  For  what  has 
been  the  effect  on  the  landlords  of  Ireland 
of  your  legislation  1  Ho^  much  the  dis- 
turbance clause  of  the  Land  Act  of  1870 
cost  your  Lordships  I  know  not,  but  it 
gave  any  tenant  of  a  tenancy  of  £50  a 
year  rent,  or  under  seven  years  value  of 
his  rent  if  disturbed  by  his  landlord  for 
any  cause.  Thus,  if  a  landlord  wished  to 
resume  his  property  he  would  have  to 
pay  the  outgoing  tenant  £350  if  the  rent 
was  jB50.  This  might  mean  many  millions 
taken  from  the  landlord  and  transferred 
to  the  tenant.  I  have  placed  myself  in 
communication  with  one  of  the  best- 
known  land  agents  in  Ireland,  and  I  asked 
him  whether  it  was  true  that  landed  pro- 
perty in  Ireland  had  gone  down  something 
like  40  per  cent.,  and  he  replied  in  the 
affirmative.  I  then  asked  how  much  of 
that  was  due  to  our  legislation,  and  he 
replied  20  per  cent.  Two  days  ago  I 
wired  to  him  to  know  how  much 
20  per  cent,  on  the  landed  income 
of  Ireland  would  amount  to  if  capitalised, 
and  the  answer  came  back,  £70,000,000 
at  twenty-two  and  a-half  years'  purchase. 
Therefore,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
one  of  the  most  competent  land  agents  in 
Ireland,  past  legislation  has  reduced  the 
capital  value  of  the  property  of  Irish  land- 
lords by  £70,000,000. 
The  Earl  of  Wemyss, 


This  Bill,  then,  presents  itself  to 
me,  an  independent  Scottish  Member, 
as  but  an  act  of  incomplete  justice  to 
Irish  landlords.  I  think  the  amounts 
that  we  pay  under  it,  £12,000,000, 
constitutes  a  very  small  penalty  for  our  past 
legislation,  by  which  we  have  caused  them 
to  lose  £70,000,000.  WTiat  the  effect  of 
the  Bill  will  be  it  is  not  for  me  to  say — 
the  Irish  landloids  and  tenants  know 
more  about  that  than  I  do ;  but  I  fear 
there  are  elements  in  the  Bill  which  will 
not  conduce  to  peace.  It  is  possible  that 
again  a  hostile  feeling  may  arise  ;  but,  at 
any  rate,  yoiu*  Lordships  have  done  your 
best.  After  all,  we  know  that  there  is 
much  loyalty  in  the  Irish  people.  Their 
loyalty  is  shown  in  the  gallant  Irish 
soldiers  who  fight  the  battles  of  the 
Empire,  in  that  splendid  body  of  men  the 
Irish  Constabulary,  and  recently  that- 
loyalty  was  called  forth  by  the  peace- 
making visit  of  our  Sovereign,  who,  by 
his  happy  speeches,  never-failing  tact, 
and  genial  manner,  succeeded,  assisted  by 
our  gracious  Queen,  in  winning  thehearta 
of  the  Irish  people.  I  trust  that  this  Bill 
may  make  for  peace,  and  that  the  Irish 
farmer,  when  he  is  made  proprietor,  will 
be  less  amenable  to  the  seductions  of  the 
Irish  patriot,  whether  that  patriot  be 
found  in  Parliament  or  in  Ireland.  It  is 
never  sufficiently  taken  into  consideration 
that  we  are  dealing  with  a  country  wMck 
is  very  close  to  these  shores.  Many  Irish 
Nationalists  still  look  forward  to  separa- 
tion,  and  Mr.  Pamell  said  in  America 
that  he  would  not  take  off  his  coat  for 
anything  else.  I  hope  this  Bill  will  tend 
to  knock  all  these  ideas  out  of  the  head 
of  the  Irish  patriot.  Recently  we  sent- 
250,000  men  6,000  miles  across  the  sea  to 
maintain  the  int^rity  of  our  Empire 
in  South  Africa.  Ireland  is  only  eleven 
miles  from  Great  Britain  at  the  nearest^ 
point.  That  is  the  distance  from  Hyde 
Park  to  Woolwich  in  one  direction,  and  to 
Richmond  in  another,  or  one  mile  less, 
than  the  distance  between  the  south 
or  north  sides  of  the  Firth  of  Forth; 
\  and  I  venture  to  say  that  nothing  on 
\  earth  will  induce  the  people  of  this  country 
I  to  allow  Ireland  to  be  in  a  diflferent  poai- 
i  tion  from  that  of  Scotland  or  Wales* 
j  What  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  South 
,  Africa  will  be  done  with  a  hundred  timea 
j  more  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of  the  unit^ 
I  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
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The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
follow  the  noble  Earl  through  his  eloquent, 
though  somewhat  discursive,  review  of 
the  course  of  legislation  on  Irish  land 
since  1870.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
much  of  the  legislation  has  been  excep- 
tional in  character;  and  to  enter  with 
advantage  into  this  review  it  would  be 
necessary  to  refer  to  the  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances which  induced  Parliament 
from  time  to  time  to  make  special  legisla- 
tion affecting  this  kind  of  property  in  Ire- 
land. The  existence  of  such  special 
circumstances  must  be  evident,  and  the 
noble  Earl  has  mentioned  that  not  one  of 
these  special  measures  have  been  resisted 
in  the  House  on  the  Second  or  Third 
Readings.  This  House,  if  it  represents 
nothing  else,  does,  at  any  rate,  very  much 
represent  the  interests  of  property  ;  and 
the  noble  Earl  must  agree  that  these 
measures  would  not  have  been  assented 
to  without  challenge  on  the  part  of  any 
Member  of  the  House,  if  circumstances 
had  not  existed  which  made  exceptional 
legislation  in  regard  to  Irish  land  a  matter 
of  absolute  and  urgent  necessity.  1  am 
very  glad  to  hear  that,  though  the  noble 
Earl  disapproves  of  the  whole  of  this 
legislation  which  has  hitherto  been  en- 
acted in  regard  to  land  in  Ireland,  he 
accepts  the  present  measure  as  a  necessity 
following  the  legislation  he  has  eloquently 
condemned. 

It  only  remains  to  answer  questions 
raised  by  other  noble  Lords.  The  first 
of  these,  from  the  Earl  of  Belmore,  was 
on  the  subject  of  the  leases  held  imder 
Trinity  College.  On  a  former  occasion  I 
stated  that  the  Question  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Government,  and 
that  we  had  in  contemplation  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  small  Commission  to  consider 
the  whole  subject.  I  am  not  able  to  say 
that  an  absolute  decision  on  that  point 
has  been  arrived  at,  but  I  can  give  the 
assurance  that  the  matter  is  still  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Irish  Grovemment, 
and  that  it  is  possible  that  a  Commission 
will  be  appointed.  The  questions  raised 
by  the  Earl  of  Dunraven  have  reference 
to  two  points.  The  first  deals  with  the 
extent  to  which  vendors  under  the  Bill 
will  be  relieved  from  the  costs  attend- 
ing transfer  of  estates.  The  Grovemment 
are  unable  to  make  the  clause  to  which 


than  it  is,  because  the  extent  to  which 
vendors  can  be  relieved  of  the  cost  is  not 
yet  determined,  and  cannot  be  deter- 
mined without  previous  very  careful 
investigation  of  the  administrative 
machinery,  and  the  reference  of  the  results 
of  that  investigation  to  the  Treasury.  It 
is  not  intended  under  the  clause  that  the 
State  shall  pay  the  whole  of  the  vendor's 
costs.  I  repeat  in  more  general  terms 
that  which  I  have  said  previously  in 
debate,  the  Commissioners  will  be  an 
administrative  body  acting  under,  and 
directly  instructed  by,  the  Government  to 
facilitate  as  far  as  possible  the  transac- 
tions they  will  be  appointed  to  carry  out, 
and  with  such  limitations  of  cost  as  mav 
be  possible.  They  will  do  their  best,  with 
the  machinery  at  their  disposal  for  the 
purpose,  to  reduce  the  cost  of  transfer. 

The  noble  Earl  thinks  that  it  is  quite 
possible  that  the  whole  of  the  ^12,000,000 
provided  in  the  Bill  will  never  be  dis- 
tributed in  the  mode  proposed.  On  that 
point  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  say  more 
than  that  the  opinion  of  the  Government 
does  not  agree  with  that  of  the  noble 
Earl.  The  sum  of  £12,000,000  was 
arrived  at  on  as  careful  an  investigation 
as  could  be  framed  of  the  amount  which 
might,  in  all  probability,  be  required 
in  order  to  enable  the  Commission  to 
distribute  a  bonus  of  12  per  cent,  upon  the 
sales  which  they  sanctioned.  The  noble  Earl 
said  that  if  the  Grovernment  had  accepted 
his  proposal  and  increased  the  percentage 
from  12  to  15,  it  could  not  possibly  have 
affected  the  total  sum  to  be  advanced  in 
this  way.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  noble 
Earl  what,  in  his  opinion,  would  have 
been  the  result  if  it  had  been  found 
before  the  conclusion  of  these  transac- 
tions that  the  sum^of  £12,000,000  was  not 
sufficient  for  the  purposes  for  which  it 
had  been  allotted  by  Parliament.  Would 
not  appeal  have  been  made  to  Parliament 
to  add  a  further  sum  to  the  amount  which 
had  been  found  inadequate  1  All  the 
Government  promise  to  the  vendors  in 
each  transaction  is  that,  with  certain 
exceptions,  a  bonus  of  12  percent,  shall 
be  given.  The  noble  Lord  contended 
that  it  would  have  been  more  satisfactory 
— and  no  doubt  it  would  have  been — if 
the  bonus  had  been  made  at  the  rate  of 
15  per  cent.  But  it  is  not  open  to  the 
noble  Earl  to  suggest  to  the  Government 
that  his  estimate  of  the  total  sum  needed 


reference  has  been  made  more  definite    is  more  likely  to  be  accurate  than  ours. 
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And,  because  he  thinks  £12,000,000  may 
not  all  be  wanted,  to  require  us  to  adopt 
his  estimate  and  increase  the  percentage 
from  12  to  15  per  cent. 

I  observe  that  there  are  still  some 
Amendments  to  be  moved  to  the  Bill. 
I  have  only  seen  them  since  I  entered 
the  House,  and  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
state  beforehand  how  the  Government 
will  deal  with  e\ery  one  of  them.  There 
are  some  which  are  of  a  drafting  or 
consequential  nature.  There  are  two  or 
three,  I  believe,  which  are  not,  in  the 
-opinion  of  the  Grovemment,  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  and  which  they  may  be  able  to 
accept.  There  are,  however,  one  or  two 
Amendments,  which  apparently  propose 
to  revive  questions  which  nave  alreiuiybeen 
discussed,  and  on  which  the  (Government 
and  the  House  have  already  expressed  a 
strong  and  definite  opinion.  I  earnestly 
trust  that  the  Amendments  of  that  nature 
-will  not  be  pressed.  I  am  not,  of  course, 
able  to  forecast  with  any  approach  to 
•certainty  what  view  may  be  taken  in  the 
other  House  of  the  Amendments  which 
have|either.beencarriedagainst  the  Grovem- 
inent,  or  to  which  the  Government  have 
assented  more  or  less  under  protest.  But 
I  am  able  to  say  that  I  do  not  think  the 
position  of  the  Government,  at  all  events 
in  the  other  House,  will  be  altogether 
irreconcilable  with  reference  to  some 
of  these  Amendments.  If  contentious 
questions  raised  by  Amendments  still  on 
the  Paper  are  not  insisted  upon,  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Government 
"will  be  prepared  to  suggest  to  the  other 
House  that  the  two  Amendments  which 
^ere  carried  by  Lord  Macnaghten  with 
regard  to  procedure  on  the  rent-fixing 
clauses,  at  all  events,  should  be  accepted. 
That  is  to  say,  we  shall  not  be  indisposed 
to  recommend  the  House  of  Commons  to 
put  back  rehearings  in  place  of  appeals, 
iind  to  assent  to  the  Amendment  which 
abolished  special  procedure  for  the  case  of 
£5  rents. 

There  is  another  Amendment  to  which 
very  considerable  importance  seemed  to 
be  attached  by  a  noble  Lord  from  Ireland, 
which  the  (Government  will  not  be  able 
to  accept  in  its  entirety,  but  which  with 
certain  modifications  would,  I  think,  go  a 
long  way  to  meet  the  views  which  have 
been  expressed.  It  was  agreed  last  night 
to  omit,  in  the  clause  relating  to  the  re- 
purchase of  demesnes,  the  words  **Ad- 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire. 


jacent  to  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  es- 
tate sold."  These  wonls,  I  think,  will  have 
to  be  restored,  but  at  the  same  time  we  shall 
suggest  to  the  other  House  that  words 
should  be  added  which  will  give  a  dis- 
cretion to  the  Estates  Commissioners, 
when  they  consider  that  such  a  quali- 
fication might  with  advantage  be  omitted, 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  sale  of  the 
estate.  Before  I  sit  down,  I  think  I  may 
say  that  the  Government  have,  perhaps, 
been  somewhat  disappointed  at  the  extent 
to  which  the  very  large  concessions 
which  have  been  made  by  this  Bill 
appear  to  be  deemed  to  be  insufficient 
and  unsatisfactory  by  those  to  whom 
those  concessions  have  been  made. 
Very  large  concessions  have,  I  think, 
been  made  to  the  present  owners  of 
landed  property  in  Ireland,  which 
previous  to  the  discussions  in  the  con- 
ference of  last  year  it  could  scarcely  have 
been  expected  would  ever  have  been 
proposed  by  any  Government  or  accepted 
by  any  British  Parliament.  I  think  that 
on  a  calm  review  of  these  concessions, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  accepted  by  the  British  Parliament, 
they  will  be  disposed  to  admit  that  this 
measure  has  been  conceived  in  no  un- 
worth  V  spirit  of  parsimony  or  distrust ; 
and  although  we  do  not  expect  that  they 
will  ever  be  satisfied  with  the  great 
change  which  has  been  made  in  their 
position  by  twenty  years  of  land  legis- 
lation, I  hope  they  will  see  that  this  is  not  an 
inadequate  measure,  and  will  relieve 
them  of  some,  at  all  events,  of  the  in- 
juries or  losses  to  which  they  have 
been  exposed.  I  trust  the  Bill  will  now 
receive  its  Third  Reading,  and  that  the 
discussion  upon  the  Amendments  may 
be  conducted  in  the  spirit  of  the  de- 
claration which  I  have  been  able  to 
make. 

Lord  MUSKERRY  :  My  Lords,  the 
danger  of  this  Bill  is  that  it  gives  a  very 
imperfect  guarantee  that  it  will  be  the 
final  settlement  to  the  agrarian  ques- 
tion in  Ireland.  This  Bill  is  only  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  the  Irish  policy 
initiated  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  that 
policy  throughout  has  been  unjust  Uk 
the  Irish  landowners.  Lord  Salisbury's 
excuse  for  continuing  this  pcJicy  was 
that  a  continuity  of  policy  which  was  so 
necessary  in  foreign  affairs  was  also 
necessary  in    home  afi'air&       I    would 
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remind  your  Lordships  that  if  the 
Goyemment  had  been  consistent  in  these 
views  you  would  have  had  no  South 
African  war,  but  a  South  African 
Republic  would  be  at  present  in  exist- 
ence. I  cannot  see  why  Irish  affairs 
should  be  dealt  with  differently  from 
those  of  the  rest  of  the  Empire. 

With  all  the  discussion  about  the  Land 
Conference  terms,  it  has  been  admitted 
by  Mr.  Wyndham  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  this  Bill  goes  much  nearer  the 
tenants*  terms  under  that  arrangement 
than  the  landlords.  How,  then,  can  the 
latter  be  expected  to  receive  it  with 
enthusiasm!  When  old  opponents  like 
Mr.  Redmond  and  Mr.  William  O'Brien 
assent  to  terms  more  favourable  than 
those  advocated  by  the  Party  which  we 
have  helped  to  place  in  power,  it  is  time 
to  inquire  who  are  the  present  custodians 
of  Conservative  principles  ?  I  was 
elected  to  your  Lordships*  House  as  a 
Conservative  representative  Peer,  but 
for  some  time  I  have  been  wondering 
what  has  become  of  the  Conservative 
Partv  1  Past  Governments  who  claim  to 
be  Conservative  have  been  anything  but 
Conservative  as  regards  their  Irish 
policy.  Each  new  Irish  Secretary  has 
tried  his  prentice  hand  on  Irish  land 
legislation,  and,  so  far,  each  attempt  has 
made  matters  worse. 

Now,  my  Lords,  when  with  no  desire 
to  obstruct  Mr.  Wyndham's  policy,  we, 
who  are  acquainted  far  more  perfectly 
with  the  circumstances  of  Irish  property 
than  Ministers  can  be,  as  has  been  proved 
in  the  recent  debates,  put  forward  most 
moderate  suggestions  for  making  land 
purchase  work  more  smoothly,  little  as 
we  like  being  expropriated,  we  are  met 
by  an  almost  continuous  mm  possvmus  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  The 
Government  have  thrown  over  their 
loyal  supporters  in  favour  of  the 
Nationalist  Party,  who  have  often  de- 
clared their  disloyalty  and  hatred  to 
anything  Saxon.  I  would  remind  your 
Lordships  that  the  Liberal  Government 
were  thrown  out  on  the  question  of 
Home  Rule.  This  Bill  now  before  your 
Lordships  is  in  reality  a  strong  step  to 
brinff  Home  Rule  about.  The  whole  of 
this  legislation  has  not  only  been  unjust 
and  dishonest,  but  it  has  shown  great 
cowardice  on  the  part  of  successive 
Governments,  who  have  prostituted  their 


sense  of  justice  to  the  outcry  of  agitators' 
and  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  a  few 
votes  or  disarming  opposition  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  This  Bill  has 
received  the  assent  of  some  landlords,  it  is 
true,  but  what  is  the  reason  they  have 
accepted  it  1  They  have  accepted  it  from 
their  experience  of  the  tender  mercies  of 
the  British  Government  during  the  last 
thirty  years. 

The  agitators  to  whom  this  Govern- 
ment ana  preceding  Grovemments  have 
listened  so  attentively  have  claimed  as  a 
I'eason  for  legislation  that  the  Irish 
farmer  was  down-trodden  and  over- 
rented. I  would  draw  your  attention  to 
what  Mr.  Redmond  said  the  other  day  at 
Burnley  — 

"  The  very  moment  the  Bill  became  law  and 
the  people  became  owners  of  the  land,  it  was 
hia  firm  conviction  that  the  soil  of  Ireland 
would  produce  double  the  value  it  produced  at 
present." 

If  that  is  true,  my  Lords,  it  shows  that 
the  agitation  on  the  land  question  has 
been  fictitious,  and  that  the  land  has 
never  been  assessed  at  its  true  value. 
Again,  this  bonus  of  £12,000,000,  which 
is  so  often  and  so  untruly  described  as  a 
dole  to  the  Irish  landlonis,  is  nothing  of 
the  kind.  It  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  gift  to  the  tenant  farmers  of  Ire- 
land to  enable  them  to  purchase  at  consider- 
ably under  value;  for  remember,  that  when 
it  is  added  to  the  purchase  money  which 
the  tenants  give,  not  one  landlord  in  a 
hundred  will,  as  the  Bill  stands,  enjoy 
his  present  net  income,  heavily  reduced 
as  it  has  been  by  Land  Courts,  three- 
fourths  of  whose  members  are  tenant 
farmers,  whereas  every  tenant  purchaser 
will  obtain  a  substantial  reduction  in  his 
expenses. 

Again,  we  hear  that  this  £12,000,000 
is  a  gift  to  Ireland,  but  it  is,  in  fact,  Irish 
money.  It  is  proposed  to  be  paid  off  by 
certain  savings  in  Irish  Administration, 
and  thus  once  more  the  Irish  dog  has  to 
be  fed  with  a  joint  ofif  his  own  tail. 
€k)vernments  that  professed  free  trade 
principles  have  been  exercising  the  highest 
form  of  protection  as  regards  Irish  land, 
from  which  they  have  taken  away  every 
vestige  of  free  contract  so  far  as  it  could 
possibly  benefit  the  landlord.  And  now, 
after  the  very  bitter  experience  we  have 
had  from  the  Irish  legislation  of  past 
years,  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  ask  the 
Government  to  ^arantee  that,  at  all 
events  on  their  side  of  the  House,  there 
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will  be  no  further  legislation  bringing 
forward  compulsory  sale,  no  matter  how 
disguised  the  measure  may  be.  Of  course, 
I  am  aware  that  they  cannot  bind  those 
who  are  in  opposition,  but  the  least  they 
can  do  is  to  guarantee  that  while  their 
Party  are  in  power,  now  and  hereafter, 
they  will  not  initiate  further  unjust 
legislation,  and  inflict  perfectly  undeserved 
penalties  on  the  Irish  landlords,  who  have 
been  admitted,  both  by  Mr.  Gladstone 
and  other  statesmen  who  have  certainly 
not  shown  themselves  our  friends,  to  have 
been  most  reasonable  in  their  dealing  with 
their  tenants  and  most  mideserving  of  the 
treatment  they  have  met  with. 


The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  :  My 
Lords,  I  will  not  enter  into  all  the  argu- 
ments which  the  noble  Lord  who  has  just 
sat  down,  has  addressed  to  your  Lord- 
ships with  regard  to  this  Bill  and  the 
action  of  his  Majesty^s  Government  upon 
it,  but  I  feel  bound  to  repudiate  most  of 
the  words  the  noble  Lord  has  used  in  re- 
gard to  this  Bill,  because  I  consider  that 
they  are  not  at  all  appropriate  to  the 
present  occasion.  On  the  contrary,  I 
would  venture,  on  behalf  of  the  Irish 
landowners,  to  thank  the  noble  Duke  not 
only  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
introduced  the  measure  into  your  Lord- 
ships' House  but  also  for  the  courteous 
way  in  which  he  has  received  the  various 
Amendments  proposed  in  Committee. 
We  naturally,  as  representing  the  land- 
owners' section  in  Ireland,  have  to  fight 
their  battles  and  obtain  the  best  terms 
that  we  possibly  can  for  them,  but  we 
have  endeavoured  to  do  so  with  modera- 
tion. I  think  that  the  manner  in  which 
noble  Lords  have  brought  forward 
their  Amendments,  and  especially  the 
ability  which  some  of  the  younger  Mem- 
bers have  shown,  must  have  met  with  the 
approval  of  the  House.  It  is  very  pleasant 
to  find  that  among  the  rising  generation 
there  are  noblemen  who  may  be  looked  to 
as  future  Statesmen,  and  I  am  sure  their 
appearance  in  these  debates  will  be  wel- 
comed. I  hope  that  the  other  House  will 
treat  the  measure,  as  sent  down  to  it,  with 
the  same  moderation  which  it  has  met 
with  at  the  hands  of  your  Lordships' 
House,  and  that  before  many  days  are 
past  this  great  Land  Bill — for,  whether 
you  object  to  it  or  approve  of  it,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  great  mea- 
sure,  originated  in  the  mind  of  a  great 


man — will  come  back  to  your  Lordships 
without  any  alteration,  and  will  be  firmly 
placed  upon  the  Statute-book. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  3*. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  moved  an 
Amendment  to  Sub-section  1  of  Clause 
7,  which  ran  as  follows : 

"  The  Land  Jadge  may,  at  the  request  of  the 
Land  Commission,  cause  the  Commission  to  be 
furnished  with  such  particulars  and  docnmenU 
as  they  may  require  respecting  the  estate,  in- 
cluding a  schedule  in  the  prescribed  form  of 
the  tenancies  thereon,  and  a  statement  of  the 
superior  interests  (if  any)  to  which  the  estate 
is  subject." 

He  moved  to  insert,  after  the  word 
"Commission,"  the  words  "unless  he 
thinks  it  inequitable  under  the  circum* 
stances  that  the  estate  should  be  dealt 
with  under  this  section."  He  said  that 
great  apprehension  was  felt  about  this 
clause  in  Ireland.  It  was  thought  that 
the  Land  Commission  might  seize  upon 
the  most  solvent  estates  and  insist  on 
their  being  sold  at  once.  He  did  not 
himself  think  that  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  clause,  but  a  great  many  people  be- 
lieved that  the  I^nd  Judge  would  be 
merely  a  passive  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  the  Commission,  and  would  be  bound 
to  do  what  they  told  him.  Speaking  for 
himself,  he  did  not  think  that  was  the 
meaning  of  the  clause,  but  he  moved  the 
insertion  of  the  words,  contained  in  his 
Amendment,  in  order  to  allay  apprehen- 
sion that  undoubtedly  existed. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  5,  line  31,  after  the  word  •  Com- 
mission,' to  insert  the  words  '  unless  he  thinks 
it  inequitable  under  the  circumstancee  that  the 
estate  should  be  dealt  with  under  this  section.'  '* 
— {Loi'xl  Macnaghten.) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND (Lord  Ashbourne^  said  the  Land 
Judge  was  given  very  wide  powers  with 
respect  to  tne  whole  of  the  administra- 
tion. He  need  not  accept  the  offer  made 
to  him  by  the  Land  Commission  unless 
he  thought  it  right,  and  when  he  put  the 
estate  up  to  auction  he  was  not  bound  to 
accept  the  price  unless  he  thought  it  a  just 
one.  He  did  not  think  it  was  at  all  neces- 
sary to  insert  the  words  proposed  in  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House^ 
withdrawn. 


Lord  Mmkerry, 
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Amendment  moved — 


**  In  page  16,  alter  line  24,  after  the  word 
**  money '  to  insert  as  a  new  sab-seotion  the 
words  *  (6)  For  the  purpose  of  givinjgefifect  to 
this  enactment,  the  Land  Commission  may, 
if  they  think  nt,  in  the  case  ot  a  terminable 
charge,  satisfy  the  same  by  the  investment 
in  any  securities  in  which  trustees  are  by  law 
authorised  to  invest  trust  money  of  a  capital 
sum,  the  annual  income  of  which  will  be 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  annual  amount  of  the 
charge.'  "—(The  Duke  of  Devonshire.) 

The  Earl  of  WESTMEATH  said 
the  Amendment  went  a  long  way 
towards  meeting  their  views,  but  he 
suggested  the  omission  of  the  words 
**  may,  if  they  think  fit,"  and  the  inser- 
tion, in  their  place,  of  the  words  "  shall 
on  the  application  of  the  vendor/' 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE:  I 
suppose  the  question  as  to  the  use  of 
the  word  **may"or  "shall "has  been 
debated  thousands  of  times  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  I  conceive  that 
the  words  "may,  if  they  think  fit" 
mean,  *^  shall,  if  in  their  opinion,  the 
case  is  one  in  which  effect  ought  to  be 
given  to  the  provisions  of  the  sub-sec- 
tion," and  that  discret  on  must  neces- 
sarily be  left  to  them.  In  all  such  cases 
.as,  in  their  opinioji,  come  within  the 
meaning  of  the  sub-section  the  word 
**  may,"  I  conceive,  is  equivalent  to 
^*  shall." 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  ARRAN  had  an  Amend- 
ment on  the  paper  to  omit  Sub-section 
2  of  Clause  25,  which  provided  that — 

**  If  on  the  closing  day  the  title  of  any  per- 
son whose  claim  has  been  so  attached  to  the 
purchase  money,  whether  as  vendor,  oi  incum- 
brancer, or  owner  of  a  superior  or  intervening 
interest,  is  not  established,  and  if  a  portion  ol 
the  parchase  money  equivalent  to  the  amount 
•of  his  claim  has  not  being  invested  in  pur- 
suance of  the  powers  conferred  by  Sub-section 
I  of  Section  14  of  the  Act  of  1887,  then,  until 
his  title  i»  established,  interest  in  respect 
of  the  claim  shall  not  be  payable  out  of  the 
purchase  money  or  otherwise  at  a  higher  rate 
than  the  rate  payable  by  the  Land  Commis- 
sion to  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  in 
respect  of  outstanding  advances." 

He  moved  to  leave  out  the  words  **  out- 
of  the  purchase  money  or  otherwise," 
iind  to  insert  **out  of  the  purchase 
money,  or  recoverable  under  any  agree- 
ment  or  covenant,  or  chargeable  on  any 


other  land  or  securities  which  may  be 
subject  to  such  claims  along  with  the 
lands  sold.''  He  said  he  understood  that 
the  Government  were  willing  to  accept 
his  Amendment  down  to  the  word 
**  covenant,"  in  which  case  he  would 
withdraw  the  second  part  of  the  Amend- 
ment. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND said  the  deletion  of  the  latter 
half  of  the  Amendment  would  meet  the 
objection  taken  to  the  words  as  they 
appeared  on  the  Paper,  and  if  the 
Amendment  were  moved  in  that  form 
he  would  offer  no  objection  to  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  page  18,  line  20,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  out  of  the  purchase  money  or  otherwise ' 
and  to  insert  the  words  *  out  of  the  purchase 
money,  or  recoverable  under  any  agreement  or 
covenant.'  "— (7%e  Earl  of  Arratu) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  said  the  next 
Amendment  was  intended  to  correct  a 
slip  which  had  been  made  in  an  Amend- 
ment carried  the  previous  day. 

Amendment  moved— 

"  In    paee    18,    line   22,  after    the    word 

*  advances  to  insert  the  words  '  Provided 
that,  in  case  of  the  8-i.le  of  an  estate  under 
the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  any  charge  or 
incumbrance  thereon  may  be  paid  off  not- 
withstanding any  direction,  proviso,  or 
covenant  contained  in  any  deed  or  instrument 
to  the  contrary.'  " — (Lord  Macnaghten.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  27,  line  27,  after  the  word  '  in ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  (a.)  Bonds,  debentures, 
or  mortgages  secured  upon  rates  or  taxes 
levied  under  the  authority  of  any  Act 
of  Parliament  or  Provisional  Order  by 
any  municipal  corporation  or  other  local 
authority  in  the  United  Kingdom  which  shall 
be  authorised  to  borrow  on  such  security  ;  (6. ) 
Ground  rents  arising  out  of  hereditaments  in 
the  United  Kingdom  and  not  exceeding  in 
amount  one-fourth  part  of  the  annual  value  at 
a  rack  rent  of  the  premises  out  of  which  such 
ground  rent'i  issue  ;  (c.)  Debentures  or  mort- 
eages  of  railway  companies  in  the  United 
Kingdom  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament  ; 
(rf.)  Stocks  or  shares  of  any  tramway  or  light 
railway  interest  upon  which  i^  guaranteed 
from  or  charced  upon  rates  under  the  Tram- 
ways (Ireland)  Acts;  (e.)  Bonds,  debentures, 
or  mortgages  secured  upon  any  investments  in 
which  trustees  are  authorised'  by  this  or  any 
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other  Act  to  invest  trust  funds  ;  (/.)  Deben- 
tures or  fully-paid  shares  or  stocks  of  any  rail- 
way provided  that  the  sufficiency  of  any  such 
investments  to  realise  the  sum  invested  therein 
upon  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life  or  the 
termination  of  the  trust  shall  be  secured  to 
the  Hatisfaction  of  the  public  trustees  under 
this  Act.'  "— (Lorrf  Castletown.) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury)  said  he  was  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  Amendment  on  con- 
dition that  after  the  word "  invest- 
ments," in  Sub-section  (/.),  the  noble 
Lord  would  agree  to  insert  the  words  "  as 
are  hereinbefore  in  this  section  recited." 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  he  was 
quite  willing  to  accept  the  addition  of 
these  words. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  the  new 
sub-section  which  he  now  moved  to 
Clause  57  would  prove  very  useful  in  the 
working  of  the  Bill.  He  could  not  see 
what  objection  there  could  be  to  it. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  In  page  33,  line  15,  after  the  word  *  matter,'  | 
to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the  words :  '  (6)  In  ' 
the  cases  of  sales  to  tenants  other  than  sales  by 
the  Land  Commission  or  sales  by  the  Land 
Judge,  the  date  at  which  interest  on  the  pur- 
chase money  payable  under  Sub-section  2  of 
Section  35  of  the  Act  of  1896  shall  begin  to  be 
payable  shall  he — (a.)  If  the  agreement  for 
purchase  be  made  on  any  first  dav  of  May  or 
nrst  day  of  November  from  the  date  of  such 
agreement ;  (6. )  In  all  other  cases  from  a  date 
to  be  specified  in  the  agreement,  and  not  being 
earlier  than  the  gale  day  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  date  of  agreement ;  and  such  in- 
terest shall  be  dealt  with  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  said  sub-section.' " — (Lord  Castle- 
town,) 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE 
LAND  said  that  no  difficulty  had  arisen 
which  rendered  it  at  all  necessary  to 
make  such  an  important  change  as  that 
proposed  in  the  ordinary  and  settled 
practice.  When  people  entered  into  a 
bargain  to  buy  or  sell  they  could  enter 
into  a  complete  arrangement  both  as  to 
the  date  and  amount.  He  did  not  think 
it  would  be  wise  or  prudent  to  seek  to 
make  the  change  proposed  by  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Lord  Macnaghten, 


Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  that  wheu 
Clause  87  was  in  Committee,  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland  stated  with  regard  to  an  Amend- 
ment then  brought  forward,  similar  to 
the  one  now  on  the  Paper,  that  the 
Treasury  would  be  terrified  by  the  ex- 
pense that  would  be  put  upon  them  if 
the  Amendment  were  agreed  to.  He 
(Lord  Castletown)  had  since  received 
information  from  Dublin  that  every 
County  Court  Judge  had  a  Court  valuer 
who  was  paid  £3  5s.  a  day  when  em- 
ployed. The  experts  he  proposed  to 
substitute  would  get  exactly  the  same 
salary,  and  therefore  the  Treasury  would 
not  lose  anything  on  that  head.  The 
only  difference  was  that  the  Lay  Assistant 
Commissioner  would  be  paid  annually, 
and  that  during  the  time  he  was  not 
assisting  the  County  Court  Judge  in  these 
cases  he  would  be  assisting  the  Land 
Commission. 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  pa^  42  line  33,  alter  the  second  word 
<  Commissioner  *  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-saotioD 
the  words :  *  (2)  For  the  purpose  of  assisting  the 
County  Court  Judge  in  determining  any  ques- 
tion under  the  Land  Law  Acts  relating  to  a. 
holding,  the  Land  Commission  shall  assign  to 
each  Civil  Bill  Court  a  Lay  Assistant  Com- 
mi5>sioner,  who  shall  inspect  the  holding,  sit 
with,  and  assist  .the  County  Court  Judge  as  a 
Lay  Assessor. — (Lord  Castletown.)* " 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  of  IRE- 
LAND said  he  was  not  able  to  follow  the 
sanguine  view  of  the  noble  Lord  that  the 
Amendment  would  not  involve  any  ad- 
ditional expenditure.  It  was  quite  true 
that  the  Court  valuer  when  employed  re- 
ceived ^3  5s.  a  day ;  but  if  he  wad  en- 
gaged for  only  two  or  three  days  on  two 
or  three  occasions  a  year,  the  sum  in* 
volved  was  a  small  one.  If,  however,  he 
was  employed  at  the  same  rate  for  the 
whole  year  it  would  come  to  a  substantial 
sum.  It  would  necessitate  a  very  sub- 
stantial increase  in  the  large  staff  of 
Assistant  Commissioners  if  each  of  the 
twenty-two  County  Court  Jud^  in  Ire- 
land required,  when  their  hina  sessions 
came  on,  to  have  the  assistance  and  th^ 
presence  of  an  Assistant  Commissioner. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN  said  he,  of 
course,  bowed  to  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  and  would  withdraw  his  Amendment 
At  the  same  time  he  did  not  think  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  was  right. 
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Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  moved 
to  leave  out  Clause  95,  which  was  inserted 
on  Report  on  the  Motion  of  LordMonteagle 
of  Brandon.  He  said  he  felt  that  he  owed 
some  apology  to  their  Lordships  for  Ven- 
turis to  submit  a  Motion  witn  regard  to 
this  Bill.  If  the  matter  had  been  one  of 
detail  he  would  not  have  intruded,  be- 
cause the  details  of  the  Bill  were  so  many 
and  so  complicated  that  they  could  only 
be  dealt  with  by  noble  Lords  from  Ireland, 
many  of  whom,  especially  some  of  the 
younger  ones,  had  shown  a  very  full  and 
complete  knowledge  both  of  the  probable 
operation  and  of  the  details  of  the  Bill 
But  the  matter  which  he  ventured  to  raise 
was  one  of  principle.  Clause  95  contained, 
as  he  thought,  a  most  injurious  principle. 
His  first  objection  had  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion- of  order.  On  the  previous  Friday  this 
clause  was  under  consideration  and  was 
then  amended  by  their  Lordships.  After 
it  had  been  amended  and  had  assumed  the 
form  in  which  it  now  stood,  a  Motion  was 
made  to  omit  it,  and  their  Lordships,  by 
66  votes  to  4S,  struck  the  clause  out  of 
the  Bill.  If  there  was  any  rule  to  which 
their  Lordship  always  bowed  it  was  this, 
that  when  a  aecision  had  been  arrived  at 
by  a  substantial  majority,  whatever  might 
be  noble  Lords'  opinions  with  regard  to 
the  merits  of  that  decision,  it  was  accepted, 
and  the  decision  remained  recorded  in  the 
Bill.  [The  Marquess  of  Ripon  dis- 
sented.] He  understood  the  noble  Mar- 
quess near  him  to  challenge  that. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  said  he  cer- 
tainly challenged  it  as  a  rule  of  order. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said  it 
occasionally  happened  that  when  a  de- 
cision was  arrived  at  by  a  very  narrow 
majority  the  matter  was  reconsidered  by 
the  House,  but  it  was  always  usual  to  rive 
formal  notice  that  the  House  woula  be 
invited  to  reconsider  its  decision.  In  this 
particular  case  no  such  notice  was  given, 
and  the  Amendment  was  in  direct  con- 
travention of  the  decision  at  which  their 
Lordships  arrived  on  Friday.  He  thought 
business  in  their  Lordships'  House  would 
become  very  difficult  of  transaction  if  they 
were  constantly  to  revise  the  decisions  at 
which  they  had  arrived  after  due  considera- 
tion.   If  he  had  noticed  the  Amendment  on 


the  Paper  on  Monday  he  would  certainly 
have  asked  their  Lordships  to  reject  it,, 
because  it  asked  the  House  to  reverse  its 
decision.  In  the  House  of  Commons  the 
Speaker  would  not  have  allowed  the 
Amendment  to  be  put  on  the  Paper. 
This  clause  made  a  material  change  in 
the  whole  scope  and  policy  of  the 
Labourers  Acts.  The  expression  "agri- 
cultural labourer  "  was  altered  not  merely 
with  regard  to  this  Act,  but  with  regard 
to  the  Labourers  Acts  of  1SS3  and  1S96. 
The  definition  as  it  stood  in  the  Act  of 
1883  was  that  an  agricultural  labourer 
meant  "  a  person  who  habitually  works, 
for  hire  in  agricultural  work  on  the  land 
of  some  other  person,  and  whose  princi- 
ple means  of  living  is  such  hire.''  It  was 
amended  in  1S96  to  mean  a  "man  or 
woman  whose  occupation,  during  the 
ordinary  season  of  agricultural  work,  is- 
the  doing  of  agiicultural  work  for  hire  on 
the  land  of  some  other  person  or  persons."' 
But  in  this  Bill  it  is  provided  that — 

'*  The  expression  *  aericultural  labourer '  in 
the  Laboarers  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883  to  1896— ancL 
this  A'lt,  shall  include  any  person  (other  thai^ 
a  domestic  or  menial  servant)  working  for  hire 
in  a  rural  district  whose  average  wages  in  the> 
year  preceding  the  lodgment  of  any  repre- 
sentation under  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Act<4, 
1883  to  1896,  affecting  him,  do  not  exceed  two 
shillings  and  sixpence  a  day,  aud  who  is  not  in 
occupation  of  land  exceeding  one  quarter  of 
an  acre." 

Therefore  this  Bill  enlarged  the  defini- 
tion of  "  agricultural  labourer "  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  would  comprehend  almost 
anybody  who  lived  in  a  rural  district. 
Clause  95  provided — 

'*  Where  anj  aKricultural  labourer  has  made,, 
or  concurred  m  the  making  of,  a  representa- 
tion under  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883 
to  1896,  and  within  twelve  months  thereafter 
is  dismissed  from  his  employment,  he  may 
apply  to  a  County  Court  Judge  for  compensa- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  he  hits  been  dismissed 
by  reason  of  his  having  made,  or  concurred  in 
making,  the  representation,  and  if  in  the 
opinion  of  the  County  Court  Jud^e  he  was 
dismissed  for  the  reason  aforesaid,  the  County 
Court  Jud^e  may  award  him  compensation 
not  exceedmg  three  months'  wages." 

In  Ireland  agricultural  labourers  were 
employed  for  short  periods,  and  they  had 
no  right  whatever  to  claim  employment. 
Under  this  clause,  if  a  labourer  was  lazy 
or  had  bad  habits,  and  it  was  not  unlikely 
that  he  would  be  dismissed,  the  best  thing 
he  could  do,  in  his  own  interests,  would  be 
to  join  in  making  an  application  for  a 
cottage,  and  then,  in  the  event  of  his  being. 
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dismissed,  to  apply  to  the  Judge  for  com- 
pensation. He  protested  strongly  against 
the  introduction  of  any  enactment  of  this 
kind.  He  objected  to  the  insertion  of 
this  clause  because  it  tended  to  establish, 
as  a  system,  the  custom  of  building 
cottages  out  of  the  rates  Why  should 
Ireland  in  this  matter  be  nmnaged 
on  principles  quite  different  from  those 
which  obtained  in  England  and  Scotland  ? 
Mr.  Wyndham  had  stated  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
consider  all  the  Irish  Labourers  Acts 
during  the  autumn,  and,  after  consulta- 
tion with  his  colleagues,  to  frame  a  £ill 
dealing  completely  with  the  subject. 
That  being  so,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
to  introduce  into  this  Bill  such  a  clause 
as  this  was  a  yery  great  mistake.  They 
did  not  know  what  the  intentions  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  were,  but  if  he  really  in- 
tended to  enlarge  the  application  of  the 
Labourers  Acts,  and  to  create  a  system 
of  building  cottages  upon  the  rates,  the 
whole  of  the  efforts  in  this  Bill  to  create 
peace  in  Ireland,  at  very  great  cost  to 
the  taxpayer,  would  be  thrown  away, 
and  a  foundation  would  be  laid  for  a 
new  war  between  the  new  owners  of  the 
land  and  the  labourers.  He  urged  their 
Lordships  to  revert  to  their  former 
decision  and  omit  the  clause. 

Amendment  moved — 

**  To  leave  out  Clause  95,  which  was  inserted 
on  Report  on  Motion  of  Lord  Monteagle  of 
Brandon." — {The  Earl  of  Camperdmmi,) 

The  chairman  of  COMMITl^EES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  I  do  not  wish  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  this  clause,  though 
I  voted  against  it,  but  I  cannot  agree 
with  my  noble  friend  that  there  is  any 
point  of  order.  There  is  no  rule  of  order 
that  the  House  cannot  at  one  stage  of 
the  Bill  cancel  or  alter  an  Amendment 
moved  at  another  stage. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  said  that 
all  he  stated  was  that  there  was  no  rule 
of  order  against  the  procedure  that  had 
taken  place.  He  was  glad  to  be  sup- 
ported in  that  view  by  the  Lord  Chair- 
man of  Committees. 

Lord  INCHIQUIN,who  at  the  Com- 
mittee stage,  moved  the  rejection  of  this 
clause,  said  that  at  the  time  of  moving 
it  he  admitted  that  the  alteration  which 

The  Earl  of  Camperdovm. 


had  been  made  by  substituting  the 
County  Court  Judge  for  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  Court  very  largely  met  his, 
view,  but  did  not  entirely  remove  his 
objections.  One  of  the  chief  objections 
to  the  clause  was  that  it  placed  an  unjust 
power  in  the  bands  of  labourers,  not  only 
against  Undlords,  but  against  all  em- 
ployers ot  labour  in  Irdand.  He  had 
the  greatest  objection  to  the  clause  even 
as  it  stood,  but  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  and  after  the  substantial  conces- 
sions that  had  been  given  them,  he 
appealed  to  his  noble  friend  to  withdraw 
his  Amendment,  especially  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  they  had  been  promised  a  Bill 
next  year  dealing  with  the  whole 
question. 

The  Earl  of  MEATH  associated  him- 
self with  the  protest  made  by  Lord 
Camperdown  against  this  clause.  He 
did  not  think  many  noble  Lords  had 
realised  how  dangerous  the  clause  was. 
If  it  was  passed  there  was  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  within  a  very  short  period 
its  principles  would  be  extended  to 
England  and  Scotland. 

Viscount  GOSCHEN  desired  to  as- 
sociate himself  with  the  Earl  of  Camper- 
down  in  his  protest  against  this  clause. 
There  was  only  one  adjective  which  could 
be  applied  to  it,  and  that  was  the  word 
"  preposterous."  It  contained  a  dangerous 
precedent,  and  he,  at  all  events,  joined  in 
entering  a  protest  against  it. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  said  un- 
doubtedly  the  clause  as  it  stood  was  less 
objectionable  than  it  was  in  its  original 
shape.  The  portion  of  the  Bill  which 
dealt  with  the  labourers  was  of  a  pro- 
visional character,  for  they  all  knew  that 
there  was  to  be  a  Bill  brought  in  next 
session.  He  hoped  th^  Amencunent  would 
not  be  pressed. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN,  while  admit- 
ting  that  the  clause  contained  an  un- 
pleasant germ,  yet  upon  consideration 
advised  that  the  objection  to  it  should 
not  be  pressed.  Surely  it  was  only  fair, 
if  they  were  going  to  assist  these  men  to 
obtain  decent  dwelling,  to  give  them  the 
power  to  resist  the  intimidation  which 
everyone  who  lived  in  Ireland  knew  ex- 
isted. The  members  of  the  rural 
district  councils  were  the  chief  offenders, 
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*nd  it  would  have  been  better,  he  thought, 
if  a  provision  could  have  been  inserted  by 
which    they  could    be    punished.     The 
representations  of  the  labourer  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  a  cottage  takes  the 
form  that  a  certain  number  of  labourers 
«lub  together  and  make  a  representation 
for  a  certain  cottage  to  be  given  to  a  man.  , 
An  inspector  goes  down  to  the  place  to ' 
hear  objections;  he  finds  out  the  best  place  j 
for  putting  the  cottage,  and  the  arrange- 
ment is  carried  out  under  those  lines.  I 
The  owners  in  Ireland  are  perfectly  pro- ' 
tected  in  that  way.     The  only  person  to  I 
run  any  risk  or  danger  is  the  farmer  on  I 
whose  land  they  desire  to  place  these 
houses,  and  these  are  the  men  who  have  , 
made  the  difficulty.     A  farmer,  especially 
in  the  South  of  Ireland,  will  not  allow 
two  or  three  labourers'  cotti^es  to  be  I 
placed  on  his  land,  and  the  only  way  to  I 
force  him  to  do  it  is  by  these  representa- ' 
tions.     He  hoped  his  noble  friend  would  | 
withdraw  his  opposition  to  this  clause.     If  I 
he  knew  the  country  as  well  as  they  did, 
he  would  realise  that  it  had  been  put  for- 
ward with  the  best  intentions,  although, 
he    must   admit,  there  might  be  an  un- 
pleasant germ  contained  in  it. 

Lord  MACNAGHTEN  :  I  quite 
agree  with  the  noble  Viscount  who  des- 
cribed this  clause  as  "preposterous." 
Indeed  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  it  is  not 
grotesque.  But  as  there  is  a  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  the  House  about  it,  I 
think  it  would  be  a  pity  to  go  to  a 
division  and  rekindle  old  fires.  I  must 
also  say  that  I  do  not  think  it  afiects  the 
landlords  in  the  least.  No  one  has  ever 
said  that  the  landlords  were  engaged  in 
this  difference  of  opinion,  and  perhaps,  as 
the  noble  Duke  directly  hinted,  it  is 
in  my  county  that  the  mischief  is 
brewing.  I  may  say  I  know  perfectly 
well  that  in  Antrim  the  farmers  have  the 
greatest  possible  objection  to  it.  I  made 
enquiries  there  last  summer,  however,  and 
found  that  the  objection  had  almost 
entirely  disappeared,  and  they  are  not 
unwilling  now  to  part  with  their  land  for 
the  erection  of  houses  thereon,  if  they  are 
paid  a  good  price  for  it.  The  real  great 
difficulty  to  the  working  of  these 
Labourers  Acts  is  the  enormous  cost, 
the  absolutely  preposterous  legal  cost 
that  is  involved  in  taking  a  small  patch 
of  land.  If  you  take  only  one  acre  they 
go  back  100  years,  and  they  make  the 
mortgagee  or  any    person    who  may  be 
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entitled  to  the  dower,  join  in  the  deed. 
That  is  the  real  difficulty  in  working 
these  Acts,  and  I  hope  my  noble  and 
learned  friend,  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland,  will  do  his  best  to  get  rid  of 
that  difficulty.  That  is  what  makes 
County  Councils  and  District  Councils  so 
averse  to  building  these  -houses.  It  is 
not  the  cost  of  the  land  or  of  the  build- 
ing, but  the  legal  costs  incurred  in  getting 
the  land. 

The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  :  As 
one  of  the   younger   Members   of   your 
Lordships'   House,  who  was  particularly 
vigilant  in  opposing  this  clause  on  the 
Committee  stage,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed 
to  join  in  the  appeal  and  ask  my  noble 
friend  not  to  press  the  clause  to  a  division. 
I  objected  to  the  clause  directly  I  saw  in 
the  Bill  that  we  were  to  be  confined  to  the 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  to  which, 
in  the  absence  of  any  appeal,  I  am  not 
particularly  keen  to  take  any  cause  very 
often.     The  clause  no  longer  contains  this 
very  great  defect.     From  the  very  first  I 
felt  that  this  clause  was  particularly  hard, 
more  especially  as  I  think  the  landowners, 
in  the  part  of  the  country  from  which  I 
come,  have  done  their  best  to  make  some 
of  these  Labourers  Acts  a  success.     Per- 
sonally, I  was  always  glad  to  find  one  of 
these  representation  papers  come  in,  and 
for  the  labourer,  instead  of  having  a  hor- 
rible hovel  situate  in  a   filthy   yard,  to 
have  a  chance  of  getting  hold  of  a  decent 
house  with  an  acre  of  land,  and  so  better 
his  position.     But  I  did  feel  it  hard  that, 
whereas  some  of  us  had  done  our  best  to 
encourage  this  improvement,  the  only  re- 
sult was  to  raise  the  sword  of  Damocles 
over  our  heads.     That,  however,  we  shall 
have  to  put  up  with  in  the  future,  and  I 
hope  that  the  prophecy  of  my  noble  friend 
that  the  landlords  are  to  be  separated  from 
the  farmers  in  this  matter,  by  some  action 
that  I  confess  I  do  not  understand,  may  be 
realised.     Personally,  I  think  the  action  of 
this  Bill  will  be  the  opposite  to  what  my 
noble  friend  thinks.     I  have  an  idea  that 
we  shall  all  become  farmers  ourselves,  and 
possibly  in  a  few  years  hence  I  may  be 
found  driving  my  pigs  into  the  market 
and  bargaining  for  the  sale  of  them  with 
the  noble  Lord  below  me.     But  I  under- 
stand now  what  I  did  not  know  at  first, 
that    these    Labourers   Acts   have   been 
abused  by  certain  individuals  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  and  I  only  hope  that 
we,  who  have  not  offended,  will  not  suffer 
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in  conjunction  vrith  those  who  it  is  only 
right  and  proper  should  suffer. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  of  BRANDON  : 
My  Lords,  as  regards  the  point  of  order, 
I  was  quite  unaware  that  I  was  infring- 
ing any  rule  of  this  House,  written  or  un- 
written, and  if  I  did  so  I  beg  to  apologise 
for  it.  From  a  practical  point  of  view,  it 
seems  to  me  that  a  notice  on  the  Paper 
is  a  more  effective  notice  for  this  purpose 
than  CO  get  up  after  a  division  and  say 
you  are  going  to  do  so-and-so  on  a  future 
day.  I  will,  however,  observe  the  un- 
written law,  to  which  the  noble  Earl 
called  attention,  on  future  occasions.  With 
regard  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  I  should 
like  to  say  that,  as  I  have  been  denounced 
for  bringing  this  clause  on  again,  it  ap- 
peared to  me  that  whatever  were  the 
merits  of  this  particular  proposal,  you 
might  fairly  lay  down,  as  a  fundamental 
maxim  of  law,  that  there  should  be  no 
wrong  without  a  remedy.  Is  it  not  a 
MTong  that  the  labourers  should  be  sub- 
ject to  such  intimidation  1  I  perfectly 
grant  that  the  noble  Lords  opposite  would 
not  practise  such  intimidation  or  tyranny. 
I  do  not  believe  this  affects  the  landlords 
in  any  way  whatever,  and  I  quite  acquit 
my  noble  friends  of  the  charge  of  not 
acting  in  the  interests  of  the  labourers, 
or  in  the  public  interest.  But,  if 
there  is  a  wrong  there  should  be  a 
remedy,  and  I  say  that  something  should 
be  done.  I  most  cordially  welcome  the 
expressions  of  opinion  from  the  other ! 
side  of  the  House,  and  especially  from 
the  noble  Earl  who  has  just  sat  down, 
and  whom  I  venture  to  compliment  on 
the  distinguished  debating  power  he 
has  shown  in  the  course  of  this  dis- 
cussion. I  appeal  to  the  noble  Earl  not 
to  press  this  clause  to  a  division. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE  :  My 
Lords,  after  the  speeches  which  have 
been  made  on  bcth  sides  of  the  House,  | 
it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  more 
than  a  few  words,  and  I  hope  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  may  not  be  disposed  to 
press  his  Motion  to  a  division.  My 
Lords,  I  think  the  objection  which  the 
noble  Earl  took,  on  what  he  described 
as  a  point  of  order,  has  been  pretty 
conclusively  proved  not  to  be  well 
founded.  It  has  been  amply  shown  that 
it  is  certainly  no  question  of  order.  It 
may  be  a  question  of    ordinary    practice 

The  Ea/rl  of  Donoughmore. 


I  of  the  House.     I  should  be  disposed  to 
think  it  was  more  contrary   to  the  or- 
dinary practice   of  the   House   when  a 
question  had  been  discussed  and  divided 
upon    in    the    Committee    and    Report 
stages,  because  a  final  decision  come  to 
on  Report  is   not  very   frequently  dis- 
turbed by  an  Amendment  moved  on  the 
Third  Reading.     On  the  merits  of  the 
question  I   shall   say  very   little.    The 
noble  Earl  in  his  speech,  I  think,  went 
somewhat    beyond    the    limits    of    the 
clause  which  ne  proposes  to  delete,  and 
discussed  to  a  certain  extent  the  policy 
of  the  Irish  Labourers  Acts.     My  Lords* 
I  think  that  although  it  may  not  have 
been  very  obvious  at  first  sight,  a  little 
consideration    will    show    one    of    the 
reasons  why  it  was  thought  necessary,  in 
this  Bill,  to  introduce   any  clause  upon 
the  subject  of  these   Acts.    This   Bill, 
as  has  been  repeatedly  stated,  is  an  at- 
tempt, and  I  think  a  great  attempt,  to 
restore  agrarian  peace  in  Ireland,  and  we 
all  trust  it  may  have  that  effect,  as  be- 
tween the  owners  and  the  occupiers    of 
the  land.     But  we  must  remember  thai 
the  owners  and    the    occupiers    of    the 
land  in  Ireland  are  not  the    only    clasa 
connected  with  the  land,  and   that  the 
interests  of  the  labourers  also  have  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.  Well,  my  Lords, 
I  think  it  might  very   well  have  been 
apprehended,  if  this  measure  had  been 
entirely     confined    to   questions   which 
affected  the  interests  of  only  the  landlords 
and  the  tenants,  that  the  labourers  of 
Ireland,  who,  according  to  the  information 
we  have  received,  do  consider  themselves 
in  certain  parts  of  Ireland — a  very  limited 
portion  of  Ireland — to  be  suffering  under 
certain  grievances,  would  have  felt  ne- 
glected had  they  found  no  notice  whatever 
taken  of   their  grievances  in  this  ^reat 
measure  of  industrial  peace  for  Ireuind. 
My  Lords,  I  believe,  although  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Labourers  Acts   may,   like 
other  things  in  Irish  legislation,  be  open 
to    some    question     upon      economical 
grounds,  in  practice  it  has  been  found 
that  the  Labourers  Acts  have  worked  not 
unsatisfactorily.    Certainly  in  the  opinion 
of  a  great  many  landlords  their  operation 
has  not  been  unsatisfactory,  and  I  bdieve 
they  have  been  very  generally  approved  of 
and  acted  upon  by  the  tenant  farmers. 
But  it  does  appear  that  in  certain  parts 
of  Ireland  obstacles  have  been  placed  in 
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the  way  of  the  intentions  of  Parliament 
being  carried  out,  not^enerallj  by  land- 
lords, but  by  a  certain  number  of  tenant 
farmers,  ieind  this  clause  has  been  undoubt- 
edly placed  in  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  remedy  for  that  attempt  to 
obstruct  the  intentions  of  Parliament. 
My  Lords,  since  the  subject  was  first  dis- 
cussed here,  I  have  ascertained  that  there 
is  a  very  strong  feeling  in  the  other  House 
upon thissubject, and  it  is  certain  that  the 
deleting  of  this  clause  would  lead  to  very 
protracted  debate,  and  the  other  House 
would  insist  upon  its  restoration.  I 
think  after  the  yery  near  approach  to 
reconciliation  at  which  we  have  arrived, 
every  one  will  agree  that  it  is  most 
desirable  that  the  remaining  subjects  of 
possible  difference  between  this  House 
and  the  other  House  should  be  made  as 
few  as  possible.  Therefore,  I  trust  that 
this  Amendment,  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  raising  additional  questions  to 
those  which  exist  between  us  and  the 
other  House,  may  not  be  persisted 
in. 

The  Eael  of  CAMPERDOWN: 
After  the  appeal  which  has  been  made  to 
me  by  noble  Lords,  both  by  those  who 
are  in  favour  of  the  clause  and  by  those 
who  dislike  it,  I  do  not  think  I  should 
be  doing  right  to  put  your  Lordships  to 
the  trouble  of  a  division.  Of  course,  I 
do  not  wish  to  repeat  anything  I  have 
said  with  regard  to  my  own  opinions, 
which  remain  the  same  as  they  were, 
but  with  regard  to  those  friends  of  mine 
who  like  the  clause,  I  will  only  say  that 
I  wish  they  would  take  it  and  keep  it  to 
their  own  estates.  I  hope  and  trust  we 
shall  never  have  anything  of  this  kind 
brought  to  this  side  of  the  Channel.  I 
beg  to  withdraw^ 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN:  My  Lords,  the 
next  Amendment  is  really  an  explana- 
tory Amendment,  and  I  will  simply  ask 
the  noble  Duke  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
whether  the  Government  see  their  way 
to  accept  it.  It  bears  on  the  question  of 
those  proprietors  who  have  already  sold 
a  portion  of  their  holdings  to  the  ten- 
ants under  the  Acto  of  1886  and  1891. 
In  some  cases  the  tenants  refused  to  buy. 


and  there  have  been  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  landlords  some  half  a  dozen  or  per- 
haps twenty,  or  even  thirty  farms.  I 
am  anxious  to  find  out  whether  in  those 
estates,  when  they  are  put  forward  again 
for  sale  under  this  Bill,  the  owners  will 
be  entitled  to  the  bonus.  It  is  only  an 
explanatory  Amendment,  and  I  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page45,  line  17,  after  the  word '  Act '  to  in- 
sert the  words  'and  shall  inolade  any  holdings  on 
an  estate  which  before  the  date  upon  which  thi» 
Act  comes  into  oueration  had  been  the  subject 
matter  of  proceedings  for  sale  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  but  as  to  which  holdings  the 
sales  had  not  either  been  agreed  upon  or 
carried  out. ' " — {Lord  Ccutletown.) 

The  Dukb  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  am 
advised  that  this  Amendment  would  un- 
duly and  unnecessarily  fetter  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Estates  Commissioners.  The 
Bui  leaves  the  Estates  Commissionera 
entire  discretion  in  the  decision  of  what 
they  will,  and  will  not,  consider  an  estate, 
and  this  Amendment  would  introduce  an 
element  of  compulsion  on  that  consider- 
ation which  could  not  be  admitted. 

Lord  CASTLETOWN :  The  answer  of 
the  noble  Duke  quite  clears  the  air,  and  I 
beg  to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House 
withdrawn. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  I  beg 
to  move  that  this  Bill  be  passed. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Com- 
mons. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 
Lord  BELPER:  I  beg  to  move  that 
the  Report  be  now  received. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

♦The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TEEUBURY  asked  their  Lordships  to  give 
attention  to  an  Amendment  which  he 
brought  forward  on  the  previous  night, 
but  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of 
the  Grovernment,  who  promis^  to  give 
to  it  fiuther  consideration,  did  not  tnen 
press.    The  Bill  as  it  stood  left  it  open  to 
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the  local  authority  to  decide  whether  or 
not  a  by-law  should  be  passed  for  the 
restriction  of  street  trading  by  girls 
under  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  His 
Amendment  Sid  exactly  the  same,  leaving 
the  local  authority  discretion  as  to  whether 
the  restriction  should  be  ultimately  made, 
but  saying  in  definite  form  that  in  the 
opinion  of  Parliament  such  trading  was 
imdesirable.  He  did  not  wish  to  repeat 
the  arguments  he  had  used  on  the 
previous  evening  but  there  was  one 
X)oint  upon  which  he  was  anxious  to  say 
a  word,  because  he  had  learned  that  the 
subject  had  been  misunderstood  by  some 
Members  of  their  Lordships'  House.  It  was 
asked  why  should  they  be  so  particular 
about  the  restriction  of  street  trading  by 
girls  of  fourteen  years  when  they  allowed 
it  by  girls  of  sixteen  years  for  whom 
the  perils  of  such  employment  were  much 
greater.  No  one  would  make  that  objec- 
tion who  was  at  all  familiar  with  the  real 
working  of  the  matter  in  the  ordinary 
life  of  a  great  city.  The  true  principle  of 
action  lay  in  the  prevention  of  girls 
from  entering  at  an  early  age  upon 
a  course  likely  to  lead  to  a  life  of 
degradation  and  crime.  They  must 
for  the  first  few  years  make  that  course 
impossible,  and  the v  need  not  be  afraid  but 
that  in  that  case  if  the  girl  belonged  to  a 
poor  family,  she  would  obtain  during 
these  safeguarded  years  some  regular 
employment  of  a  suitable  sort,  and 
would  thus  by  the  time  she  reached  six- 
teen years  be  safe  from  the  perils  of  the 
kind  dealt  with  in  this  clause.  He  hoped 
that  the  Government  would  consent  to 
accept  a  clause  which  he  believed  to  be  of 
very  high  value  for  the  maintenance  of 
morals  and  discipline  in  our  streets,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  those  on  whose  behalf 
he  was  pleading. 

Amendments  moved — 

**  In  Claoee  2,  page  2,  line  6,  to  leave  oat  from 
the  word  *  trade'  to  the  end  of  the  clause." 

**  After  Ciaase  3,  insert  as  a  new  clause : 
-*  A  ffirl  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years  shall 
not  be  employed  in  street  tradings,  except 
under  the  provisions  of  specific  by-law  of  the 
local  authority  sanctioning  such  employ- 
ment.'"— {The  Lord  Archbtshop  of  Canter- 
bury.) 

.  ■  Lord  HELPER  said  he  was  fully  aware 
of  the  weight  and  authority  with  which 
the  most  rev.  Primate  spoke  on  that 
matter,  which  affected  the  material  and 

The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 


moral  well-being  of  children.  He  should 
have  been  very  glad  to  have  been  able  to 
take  the  same  view  en  the  point,  but  the 
matter  having  been  fully  considered  since 
the  debate  of  the  previous  day,  he  was 
obliged  to  say  that  the  Government  could 
not  accept  the  Amendment.  The  most 
rev.  Primate  seemed  to  think  that 
this  was  really  a  small  change  in  the  Bill. 
Far  from  that,  it  was  really  a  rather 
serious  one.  What  he  propoised  was  to 
put  in  the  place  of  local  authorities  having 
power  to  both  make  by-laws  and  to  de- 
cide the  conditions  on  which  trade  should 
be  carried  on,  or,  if  they  liked,  to  pro- 
hibit it,  an  absolute  statutory  prohibition 
of  girls  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
being  employed. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  No. 

The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY: No. 

Lord  BELPER  said  the  most  reverend 
Piimate  added  to  that  a  provision  that 
the  local  authority  should  be  allowed, 
where  they  thought  well,  to  make  a 
specific  by-law  giving  special  exemptions 
to  that  statute.  With  regard  to  thatt  he 
ventured  to  say  that  it  was  a  most  un- 
usual course,  and  there  was  no  precedent 
for  by-laws  being  made  on  the  terms 
for  Parliament  to  make  an  absolute 
general  prohibition,  and  then  for  the 
local  authorities  to  be  allowed  to  make 
special  exceptions  in  certain  cases  and 
places.  What  was  likely  to  be  the  effect 
of  that  ]  He  ventured  to  say  that  the 
effect  would  be  that  no  local  authoritv, 
knowing  that  Parliament  had  deliberately 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  ought 
to  be  an  absolute  prohibition  of  girls 
below  sixteen  years  of  age  being 
allowed  to  trade,  would  make  by-laws 
ezemptmg  them  from  that  prohibition 
except  under  very  exceptional  circum- 
stances indeed.  No  doubt  it  was 
possible  that  in  some  cases  they 
might  make  them,  but  he  ventured  to 
think  that  the  central  authority,  in  the 
shape  of  the  Home  Office,  would  be  put  in 
a  very  invidious  position  to  agree  to  a 
by-law  which  would  give  power  to  a  local 
authoritv  to  except  from  this  general 
prohibition,  and  which  would  be  laid 
down  if  the  Lord  Archbishop's  Amend- 
ment were  to  be  accepted.     He  ventured 
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to  think  that  the  result,  if  ihu  Amend- 
ment was  carried,  would  be  practically 
a  general  prohibition,  except  in  a  very 
few  cases.  He  woidd  not  repeat  the 
ar^ments  of  the  previous  day,  but  would 
point  out  that  the  matter  was  very 
carefully  considered  in  the  other  House. 
It  was  discussed  not  only  in  Grand  Com- 
mittee, but  afterwards  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  actually  the  words  of 
the  Amendment,  moved  by  the  most 
rev.  Primate  were  put  on  the 
Paper  for  discussion  in  the  other  House, 
and  the  Amendment  was  only  with- 
drawn, on  a  compromise,  when  the  sub- 
section was  put  in,  to  which  attention 
was  called  the  previous  day — viz..  Sub- 
section 3  of  Clause  2,  which  provided 
that  the  local  authority  should  have 
regard  to  the  desirability  of  preventing 
the  employment  of  girls  under  sixteen 
years  of  ase.  He  earnestly  appealed  to 
their  Lordships  not  to  alter  the  Bill  in 
the  manner  suggested,  and  not  to  make 
the  provisions  with  regard  to  street 
trading  more  stringent  than  they  already 
were. 

There  was  no  doubt  that  there  was 
considerable  difference  of  opinion  on 
this  and  some  other  matters  in  the  Bill. 
A  certain  number  like  the  most  rev. 
Primate  would  like  to  make  this  clause 
more  stringent,  and  take  away  optional 
control  from  the  local  authority ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  were  others  who 
thought  the  Bill  went  a  great  deal  too 
far  already.  The  Government  did  not 
wish  to  alter  the  Bill  in  that  respect. 
They  thouajht  it  would  be  fair  to  adhere 
to  the  Bill  as  it  stood,  and  give  the 
power  to  every  local  authority  to  deal 
with  the  district,  over  which  they  had 
control,  in  whatever  way  they  thought 
best,  they  fully  knowing  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  By  leaving  the 
piower  to  the  local  authority  it  was  more 
likely  that  the  sentiment  of  the  country 
would  be  carried  out,  and  it  would  not 
excite  the  same  opposition  and  friction 
as  would  be  raised  if  a  general  statutory 
prohibition  were  to  be  imposed.  There- 
fore in  the  future,  if  it  was  thought 
desirable  to  strengthen  this  clause,  there 
would  be  much  more  chance  of  doing  so 
when  the  country  had  had  experience 
of  the  working  of  the  by-laws  imposed, 
and  fairly  wonced,  by  the  local  authori- 
ties. The  Government  could  not  accept 
the  Amendment. 


*Earl  spencer  said  he  regretted  to 
hear  the  decision  of  the  noble  Lord. 
Without  going  into  the  question  of  the 
principle  discussed  the  previous  night,  he 
should  like  to  refer  to  two  points  touched 
upon  by  the  noble  Lord,  who  said  this 
subject  had  been  threshed  out  and  con- 
sidered in  another  place,  and  it  would 
therefore  be  a  pity  to  alter  it.  What 
happened  in  another  place  1  The  Grand 
Committee  adopted  the  principle  put  for 
wai-d  by  the  most  rev.  Primate,  and 
it  was  only  reversed  when  the  Gk)vern- 
ment  opposed  it  in  the  other  House.  The 
other  point  was  that  the  noble  Lord 
talked  as  if  this  Bill  absolutely  compelled 
the  local  authority  to  forbid  these  ^irls 
working.  It  did  nothing  of  the  land. 
The  n<H)le  Lord  qualified  his  statement 
afterwards,  but  at  the  outset  he  put  it 
very  broadly  that  the  Amendment  would 
practically  prevent  the  employment  of 
these  children. 

LordBELPER:  I  said  it  imposes  an 
absolute  statutory  obligation  of  a  prohibi- 
tion of  these  children  being  employed, 
but  I  went  on  to  say  that  it  gave  special 
power  of  exemption  in  certain  cases  to  the 
bcal  authority,  which  I  thought  was  very 
unusual. 

*Earl  spencer  said  the  noble  Lord 
had  also  told  them  that  this  was  a  very 
unusual  form  of  dealing  with  by-laws. 
But  Clause  3  put  it  almost  in  the  very 
same  form,  with  regard  to  children,  as  the 
most  rev.  Primate  put  it  in  the 
Amendment.  He  deeply  regretted  that 
the  Government,  on  what  he  ventured  to 
describe  as  very  flimsy  reasons,  objected 
to  the  proposal  of  the  most  rev. 
Primate,  which  would  indicate,  without 
compelling  the  local  authority  to  adopt, 
what  Parliament  thought  should  be  done 
in  a  matter  that  was  really  of  very  great 
importance  to  a  large  class  of  the  com- 
munity.! 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  said  tho 
noble  Earl  seemed  to  think  that  the 
I  Amendment  now  proposed  by  the  most 
rev^  Prioiate  had  some  similarity 
to  that  which  was  presented  by  the  Grand 
Committee  and  was  rever&ed  by  the  wish 
of  the  other  House.  There  was  no 
parallel  between  the  two.  The  Amend- 
ment of  the  Grand  Committee  was  in 
favour  of  an  absolute  prohibition  of  all 
street    trading  by   girls   under    sixteen 
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years  of  age.  That  might  be  right  or  it 
might  be  wrong,  but  it  was  not  the 
Amendment  of  the  most  rev.  Pri- 
mate. The  only  difference  between  the 
Government  and  the  most  rev. 
Primate  was  on  which  side  the  presump- 
tion should  lie.  The  Bill  gave  the  pre- 
sumption that  the  girls  should  be  em- 
ployed unless  they  were  prohibited, 
whereas  the  Amendment  of  the  most 
rev.  Primate  gave  the  presumption 
that  they  should  not  be  employed  unless 
they  were  specially  exempted.  That 
was  the  issue  before  the  House.  He 
had  had  experience  in  framing  by-laws 
for  a  good  many  years,  and  was  bound 
to  say  that  the  ordinary  form  was  the 
one  in  which  the  Bill  now  stood.  He 
also  believed  it  to  be  the  preferable  form, 
and  that  it  would  be  the  more  satis- 
factory of  the  two.  The  most  rev. 
Primate  and  the  noble  Earl  seemed  to 
forget  that  some  of  the  great  evils  which 
came  from  utterly  unregulated  forms  of 
street  trading,  had  so  arisen  because  there 
had  been  no  power  of  prohibiting  these 
girls  from  street  trading  at  any  period  of 
their  lives.  They  were  now  going  to  pro- 
hibit it  up  to  fourteen  years,  and  surely 
it  was  a  fair  presumption  to  say  that,  if 
they  did  that,  the  girls  would  have  passed 
the  dangerous  age  for  running  about 
the  streets  touting  for  custom.  That 
experiment  was  well  worth  trying, 
and  it  was  extremely  undesirable  to 
go  further  and  run  the  risk  of  defeating 
their  object  by  over  stringency.  Different 
regulations  were  necessary  for  different 
places.  For  instance,  in  the  case  of  the 
smaller  towns  where  girls  came  in  from 
the  country  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  their  families,  there  was  no  case 
for  interference  at  alL  The  Government 
had  said  that  each  pc^ularly  elected  body 
should,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Home 
Office  or  the  Education  Department,  make 
the  regulations  most  useful  for  their 
particular  districts,  and  he  hoped  their 
Lordships  would  not  reverse  the  decision 
that  had  Ijeen  arrived  at. 

The  lord  BISHOP  of  ROCHESTER 
said  the  noble  Lord  had  really  stated  a  case 
for  the  Amendment.      He  had  told  them 


that  the  effect  of  the  Amendment  would 
be  not  to  prohibit  entirely  this  practice, 
but  to  set  up  a  strong  presumption  against 
it.  That  was  exactly  what  the  mass  of 
instructed  opinion  outside  the  House  was 
in  favour  of  doing.  Sir  John  Gorst  had 
stated  during  the  debate  in  the  House  of 
Commons  that  the  overwhelming  body  of 
opinion,  of  those  who  knew,  was  in  favour 
01  total  prohibition.  He  (The  Bishop  of 
Rochester)  was  glad  that  the  noble  Lord 
pointed  out  that  the  Amendment  which 
was  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  from 
the  Grand  Committee  was  not  by  any 
means  the  sarae  as  that  which  had  been 
submitted  by  the  most  rev.  Primate. 
The  Grand  Committee  passed  h  clause  of 
total  prohibition,  and  ho  thought  they 
might  fairly  say  that  the  independent 
opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons  was 
decidedly  in  favour  of  what  they  were 
urging.  That  was  the  clause  which  the 
Government  rejected  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  the  Amendment  now  pro- 
posed was  very  much  milder  in  character, 
and  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  if 
the  noble  Duke  were  able  to  apply  in 
this  matter,  the  same  treatment  that  had 
been  ^ven  to  the  details  of  the  Irish 
Land  Bill,  they  could  very  fairly  have 
looked  to  him  to  meet  them  on  this 
point.  They  had  ^one  as  far  as  they 
could  towards  meetmg  the  objections  of 
the  Government,  and  had  tried  different 
forms  of  this  Amendment.  The  present 
form  did  no  more  than  to  ask  the  House 
to  throw  out  the  presumption  against  this 
form  of  trading.  He  could  not  believe 
that  local  bodies  were  so  servile  in  their 
respect  for  the  opinion  of  Parliament 
that  they  would  not  venture  to  differ 
from  that  opinion.  It  was  only  a  small 
thine  for  which  they  asked,  but  it  would 
be  of  some  real  value  for  the  purposes  of 
morality,  and  he  earnestly  asked  the 
Government  whether  upon  further  con- 
sideration they  could  not  make  any  con- 
cession in  the  matter. 

On  Question,  "That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill."  Their  Lordships  divided:— 
Contents,  46;  Not-Con  tents,  14. 


HaUbury,  E.   (X.  Chancellor,) 
Devonshire,  D.  (L,  President.) 

Marlborough,  D. 

Lord  Balfour  of  BurUigh. 
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Portland,  D. 
Wellington,  D. 

Ailesbury,  M. 


Winchester,  M. 

Clarendon,  E.     {L.  Ghaimhtr- 
latn.) 
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Abingdon,  E. 

Camperdown,  £. 

Cawdor,  £. 

Craven,  B. 

Dartrey,  E. 

Donoaster,  E.    (2>.  Buccleuck 

and  Queentherry,) 
Droghada,  £. 
Grey,  E. 
Hardwioke,  £. 
Howe,  E. 
Morley,  E. 
Ooslaw,  E. 
Bone,E. 


Canterbury,  L.  Abp. 
Northumberland,  D. 
Ripon,  M. 
Crewe,  K 
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Selbome,  E. 

Vane,E.    (M.  Londonderry,) 
Waldegrave,  E.    [Teller.] 
Weetmeath,  £. 

Churchm,V.    [Teller,] 

Ashbourne,  L. 
Balfour,  L. 
Belper,  L. 
Bumham,  L. 
Burton,  L. 
Cheyleemore,  L. 
Crawshaw,  L. 

NOTCONTENTS. 

Northbrook,  E. 
Spenoer,  E. 
Stamford,  K. 
Hereford,  L.  Bp. 
Rochester,  L.  Bp.      i 
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Cork 
'ery.)    [feller.] 


Boyle,    L.      {E. 
Om 


and 


Ellenborougb,  L. 

Kenyon,  L. 

Kintore,  L.    {E,  Kintore,) 

Lawrence,  L. 

Rathdonnell,  L. 

Redesdale,  L. 

Silohester,  L.    (£.  Longford.) 

Suffield,  L. 

Wemyss,  L.    {E,  Wemyss.) 

Win<faor,  L, 

Wolverton,  L. 

Worlingham,  L.  {E.Gosfbrd,) 

Zouche  of  Haryngworth,  L. 


Emly,  L. 

Monteagle  of  Brandon,  L. 
Ribblesdale,  L.  [Teller.] 
Welby,  L. 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  said 
the  next  Amendments  were  entirely  mat- 
ters of  machinery. 

Amendments  moved — 

*'  In  Clause  14,  page  6,  line  23,  after  the  word 
'jurisdiction'  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section  the 
words :  •  (3)  Any  fine  or  jpenalty  under  this  Act 
shall  be  recoverable  by  imprisonment  in  terms 
of  the  Summary  Jurisoiction  Acts.'  In 
line  27,  after  the  word  'having'  to  insert 
the  words  *  within  its  boundary  for  police 
purposes.'  "— (Xorrf  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Lord  BELPER  said  he  had  been  handed 
an  Amendment  which  was  not  on  the 
paper.  It  was  merely  a  drafting  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  Clause  16,  page  7,  line  37,  to  leave  out 
Sub-section  1." 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  3*,  with  the  Amendmenta, 
and  passed^  and  returned  to  the  Com- 
mons. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS   OFFICES. 
Second  Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
considered    (according    to    order),    and 
agreed  to. 

SHEEP  SCAB  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons.     Read  1*^; 
to   be  printed;  and  to  be  read  2»  To- 
morrow.— {The    Earl  oj    Onslow,)    (No. 
212.) 


ISLE   OP   MAN    (CUSTOMS)    BILL 

Brought  from  the  Commons.  Read  1*^ ; 
to  be  printed;  and  to  be  read  2*  To- 
morrow. --{The  Lord  President,  (D, 
DewnsfUre).)    (No.  213.) 

BOARD    OF    AGRICULTURE    AND 
FISHERIES    BILL   [H.L.] 

Commons  Amendments  considered  (on 
Motion)  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minntes 
past  Seven  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow, a  quarter-past  Four 
o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  lUh  August,  1903, 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


Message  to    attend  the    Loixls  Com- 
missioners. 

The  House  went —  and,  being  returned, 
Mr.    Speaker    reported    the    Koyal 
Assent    to    a    number    of    Bills.      [See 
page  789]. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tram- 
ways Bill.  Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 
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South  Western  and  Isle  of  Wight 
Junction  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  [not 
amended],  considered. 

Ordered,  that  Standing  Orders  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time. — {The  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means,) 

(King's  Consent  signified,)  Bill  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
without  Amendment. 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill 
[Lords].  Ordered,  that,  in  the  case  of 
the  Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill 
[Lords],  Standing  Orders  84,  214,  215, 
and  239  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  taken  into  consideration,  provided 
amended  prints  shall  have  been  previously 
deposited. 

Bill,  as  amended,  accordingly  con- 
sidered. 

Ordered,  that  Standing  Orders  223  and 
243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  the  third  time.— (TAi?  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means,) 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  with  Amendments. 

Hastings  Harbour  Bill  [Lords].  Re- 
ported, with  Amendments;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to  Patriotic 
Fund  Bill;  Si^r  Convention  Bill; 
Naval  Works  Bill;  Post  Office  Sites 
Bill ;  Ireland  Development  Grant  Bill ; 
without  Amendment.  Airdrie  and  Coat- 
bridge Tramways  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill;  Lerwick  Harbour  Improvements 
Act  (1877)  Amendment  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bill ;  without  Amendment. 

Ulster  and  Comiaught  Light  Railways 
Bill ;  with  an  Amendment. 

Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway 
Bill  (by  Order).  Lords  Amendments  con- 
sidered. Lords  Amendment,  in  the 
Title,  page  1,  line  2,  leave  out  *«  Rail- 
ways," and  insert  "a  Railway,'  the  first 
Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Lords  in  the  said  Amendment."  Debate 
arising. 


Mr.  O^DOHERTY  ^Donegal,  N.), 
speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Donegal 
County  Council  and  the  urban  and 
rural  districts,  protested  against  the 
way  in  which  the  line,  as  originaDy 
proposed  by  the  promoters,  had  b^n  cut 
short  by  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Lords. 


The  chief  SECRETARY  K)B  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  expressed 
the  hope,  on  the  principle  that  haH  a 
loaf  was  better  than  no  bread,  that 
objection  would  not  be  taken  at  this 
stage  to  the  Lords  Amendments.  At 
the  same  time,  speaking  on  behalf  of 
the  Irish  Grovernment,  he  regretted 
that  the  Bill  did  not  authorise  t£e  con* 
struction  of  the  railway  to  Letterkenny, 
which  would,  undoubtedly,  have  been 
of  enormous  benefit  to  the  fish  industry 
of  Donegal,  and  would  have  helped  to 
give  proper  efi'ect  to  the  large  sums  of 
public  money  which  had  been  spent  at 
Burtonport  and  other  places.  But  he 
hoped  the  promoters  of  the  Bill,  having 
so  good  a  case,  would  resume  their 
eflForts  on  a  future  occasion. 

Mr.  MOONEY  (DubUn  Ca,  S.)  con- 
curred in  the  views  expressed  by  Mr. 
O'Doherty  and  the  Chief  Secretary. 

And  it  being  after  a  quarter  past  Two 
of  the  Clock,  the  proceedings  on  con- 
sideration of  the  Lords  Amendments 
were  postponed,  by  direction  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  till  this 
Evening's  Sitting. 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION  ACT,  1902. 
Petition  from  Loughborough,  for  re- 
peal ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TRAMWAY  ORDERS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  their  Prooeedinga 
under  The  Tramways  Act,  1870,  during 
the  session  of  1903  [by  Command];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Returns  of  Acci- 
dents and  Casualties  as  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  by  the  several  Railway 
Companies  in  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  six  months  ending  30th 
June,  1903.  together  with  Reports  of 
the  Inspecting  Officers  of  the  Railway 
Department  to  the  Board  of  Trade  upon 
certain  Accidents  which  were  inquired 
into  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

RAILWAY  SERVANTS  (HOURS  OF 
LABOUR). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return,  in  pursu- 
ance of  Section  4  of  The  Regulation  of 
Railways  Act,  1889,  of  Railway  Servants 
of  certain  classes  who  were  on  one  or 
more  occasions  during  the  month  of 
December,  1902,  on  duty  on  the  railways 
of  the  United  Kingdom  for  more  than 
twelve  hours  at  a  time ;  or  who,  after 
being  on  duty  more  than  twelve  hours, 
were  allowed  to  resume  work  with  less 
than  nine  hours  rest  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

FOREIGN  IMPORT  DUTIES. 
Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  the 
Rates  of  Import  Duties  levied  in  Euro- 
pean Countries,  in  the  United  States,  in 
Japan,  and  in  China,  upon  the  Produce 
and  Manufactures  of  the  United  Kingdom 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  their  Proceedings 
under  The  Gas  and  Water  Works  Facili- 
ties Act,  1870,  during  the  session  of 
1903  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EXPORTS  (WOOLLEN  AND  COTTON 
GOODS  AND  CUTLERY). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
ordered  23rd  July ;  Colonel  Denny] ;  to 
le  upon  the  Table,   and  to  be  pnnted. 

:No.  327.] 

TRADE  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED 
KINGDOM,  CANADA,  AND  GERMANY. 

Return    presented,    relative    thereto 
ordered  24th  June ;   Mr.  Loder] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No. 
328.] 


PREFERENTIAL  TRADE. 
Return    presented,     relative    thereto 
[ordered  2nd  July  ;  Sir  Edgar  Vincent] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed* 
[No.  329.] 

GAS  UNDERTAKINGS  (LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
ordered  1st  May;  Mr.  Bonar  Law] ;  to 
ie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
No.  330.] 

GAS  UNDERTAKINGS. 
Return    presented,    relative     thereto 
ordered  Ist  May;  Mr.  Bonar  Law];  to 
ie   upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
No.  331.] 

GAS  COMPANIES  (METROPOLIS). 
Copy   presented,  of  Accounts  of  the 
Metropolitan   Gas    Companies  for   the 
year  1902   [by  Act] ;  to   lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  332.] 

RAILWAY  SERVANTS    (HOURS  OF 
LABOUR). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  their  proceedings  under  the 
Railway  Regulation  Act,  1893,  during 
the  year  ended  27th  July,  1903  [by  Act]  ^ 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  333.] 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  the^ 
Board  of  Trade  on  their  Proceedings  and 
Business  under  the  Weights  and  Measures- 
Acts  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table^ 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  334.] 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  for  the^ 
year  1902  on  the  Museums,  Colleges,, 
and  Institutions  under  the  administration 
of  the  Board  of  Education  [by  Command]  p 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  General  Reports  on 
Higher  Education,  with  Appendices   for 
the  year   1902   [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy   presented,  of  Return  showing 
the  Number  of  Persons  on  the  Teachers 
Register  imder  Regulation  52  ^a)  of  the: 
Teachers'  Registration  Regulations  1903> 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of 
Schemes  for  the  Formation  of  Education 
•Committees,  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Education,  during  the  month  of  July 
1903  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

alm:n  immigration  royal 
commission. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
■Commissioners  appointed  to  uiquire  into 
the  subject  of  Alien  Immigration,  with 
Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendix. 
Vol  I.  Report  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

8UPERANNUTI0N  (CIVIL  SERVICE) 
(ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Oommissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the.  subject  of  Superannuation  in  the 
Civil  Service,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence^ 
Appendices,  and  Index  [by  Command] ; 
to  fie  upon  the  Table. 

CRIMINAL  AND  JUDICIAL  STATISTICS 
(IRELAND). 

Copy'  presented,  of  Criminal  and 
Judicial  Statistics  of  Ireland  for  the 
year  1902.  Part  I.  Criminal  SUtistics 
[by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAWNBROKERS'  RETURNS  (IRELAND),  i 

Copy  presented,  of  Returns  from  the 
City    Marshal   of  Dublin   for  the  year  | 
^nded  Slst  December,  1902   [by   Act]; I 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  (IRELAND).  ' 

Copy  presented,  of  Seventy-first ' 
Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
•of  Public  Works  in  Ireland,  with  Appen- 
<]icee,  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1903  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (PURCHASE 
OF  LAND  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1891).  | 

[.  Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Advances 
under  the  Act  during  the  year  ended 
^Ist  March,  1903  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  335.] 

RUSSIA  (No.  1, 1903). 

Copy  presented,  of  Despatch  from  His 
Majesty'p     Consul-General    at    Odessa, 


forwarding  a  Report  on  the  Riots  at 
Kithiniev  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3052  to  3055  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (AGRICULTURAL  BANKS). 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Establishment  of  Co- 
operative Credit  Societies  in  India  [by 
Command] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  TaUe  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House. 

CHARITABLE  ENDOWMENTS 
(IX)NDON). 

Further  Return  relative  thereto 
[ordered  2nd  August,  1894;  Mr.  Francis 
Stevenson]  ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  336.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES 


Disposal  of  Sewage  from  Walmer 
Marine  Bairacks. 

Mb.  HARWOOD  (Bolton) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if  the 
Admiralty  intend  that  the  sewage  from 
the  marine  barracks  and  the  hospital  at 
Walmer  shall  continue  to  be  discharged 
crude  into  the  sea  unless  the  Walmer 
District  Council  establishes  an  improved 
sewage  system ;  and  will  he  explain  why 
the  Admiralty  have  refused  to  bear  the 
cost  of  relaying  the  drain  pipes  on  its 
own  property. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Prelyman.)  The  posi- 
tion as  between  the  Admiralty  and  the 
Deal  Council  is  as  follows:  The  Ad- 
miralty look  to  the  council,  as  the  sanitary 
authority  within  whose  district  the 
marine  barracks  are  situated,  to  provide 
an  efficient  drainage  svstem,  and  imtil 
that  is  done  the  Admiralty  drainage  must 
of  necessity  go  into  the  sea  as  hitherto. 
The  refusal  of  the  Admiralty  to  bear  the 
cost  of  relaying  the  barrack  drains  is  due 
to  this  work  being  rendered  necessary 
solely  through  the  omission  of  the  council 
to  make  proper  provision  in  their  drainage 
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scheme  for  dealing  with  the  Admiralty 
property.  The  council  have  been  re- 
peatedly urged  to  revise  their  scheme  in 
such  a  way  that  it  will  take  the  sewa^ 
from  the  Admiralty  property  without  the 
necessity  of  relaying  the  drains,  the  cost 
of  which  they  at  present  wish  to  put  up- 
on the  shoulders  of  the  Admiralty.  The 
Admiralty  have  endeavoured  to  meet  the 
{council  in  a  generous  spirit,  and  have 
offered  to  relieve  them  of  a  portion  of  the 
expenditure  to  the  extent  of  £1,450, 
including  £500  for  re-connecting  the  house 
drains,  provided  the  council  wiU  bear  the 
remainder,  viz.  the  cost  of  relaying  the 
main  barrack  drains,  estimatedat  £1,600. 


Priie  Firing  on  H.M.8. ''  Highflyer/' 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness- 
shire^:  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  will  explain  why 
prize  firing  was  not  carried  out  during 
the  current  year  on  H.M.S.  "Highflyer, 
which  is  the  flagship  of  the  admiral  com- 
manding on  the  East  Indian  Station. 


{Answered  hy  Mr,  Arnold-Farster.) 
Prize  firio^  was  last  carried  out  by 
H.M.S.  "  ffighflyer  "  on  the  24th  and  25th 
September,  1902.  No  special  report  has 
been  received  as  to  the  reasons  for  prize 
iiring  not  having  been  carried  out  up  to  the 
present  date  in  the  current  year,  but  it  is 
probable  that  there  has  been  no  con- 
venient opportunity,  the  vessel  being 
under  orders  to  return  home.  I  may  add 
that  the  "  Highflyer ''  has  expended  the 
full  practice  allowance  of  ammunition  on 
other  firings,  and  has  lately  carried  out 
some  very  instructive  exercises  in  the 
shape  of  long  range  firing,  with  regard 
to  which  useful  and  interesting  reports 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  Admiralty. 


long  Bange  Firingin  the  Mediterranean 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  contest  for  the  trophy  for  long  range 
firing  in  the  Mediterranean  Fleet  has 
ehown  that  only  135  hits  were  scored  out 
of  962  rounds  with  the  six-inch  gun; 
and  whether  any  report  has  been  received 
by  the  Admiralty  explaining  the  fact 
that  only  14  per  cent,  of  hits  were  made. 


(Answered  by  Mr,  Arnold-Farster,)  The 
reports  on  the  recent  Mediterranean  long 
range  firing  have  not  yet  been  received  at 
the  Admiralty. 

Legal  Proceedings  against  the  Irish 
Inland  Revenue  Office. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  statement  of  Judge  Gibson  that 
the  Inland  Revenue  Department  have 
always  insisted  that  they  were  outside 
the  judicature  ruks ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  say  if  such  instructions  have  been 
issued  to  the  Irish  Inland  Revenue  OflSce ; 
and  whether  in  future  income  tax  payers 
in  Ireland  will  have  the  same  facilities 
in  legal  proceedings  as  taxpavers  in 
Great  Britain.  ~ 


{Answered  hy  Mr.  Rikhie,)  I  have  seen 
a  newsfiaper  report  of  the  recent  case  of 
the  Attorney-General  v,  Humphrys,  to 
which  I  presume  the  hon.  Member  refers, 
but  I  am  informed  that  it  does  not  give 
an  accurate  account  of  Mr.  Justice 
Gibson's  remarks.  The  procedure  in 
revenue  cases  in  Ireland  is  regulated  by 
the  Rules  of  the  Supreme  Court  (Ire- 
land), 1900  (Revenue),  made  by  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  of 
whom  Mr.  Justice  Gibson  was  one,  and 
the  Rules  are  signed  by  him.  If  any 
change  is  desired  in  the  procedure,  it  is 
open  to  the  Judges  to  make  new  Rules. 
It  is  not  consider^  that  income  tax  payers 
in  Ireland  are  at  any  disadvantage  as 
regards  legal  proceedings,  as  compared 
with  taxpayers  in  Great  Britain. 

Postal  Order  Business  in  England  and 
Ireland. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  will  give  the 
respective  amounts  of  issues  and  pay- 
ments of  postal  orders  during  each  of 
the  last  ten  years  in  Ireland  and  England 
respectively;  also  the  amount  expended 
for  each  of  those  years  on  the  upkeep  of 
the  postal  order  branch  in  London,  as 
distinct  from  the  amount  expended  in 
connection  with  postal  order  work  in 
the  Accountant's  Office,  Dublin,  and  the 
Office  of  the  Controller  and  Accountant- 
General,  I^ndon. 
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{Answered  hy  Mr.  Austen  CJtamherlain.) 
The  respective  amounts  of  issues  and 
payments  of  postal  orders  during  each 
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of   the  last  ten  years  in  Ireland   and 
(including    Wales) 


England 
follows  :— 


were     as 


P'inoviA 

i«i  \ 

EngUnd  (and  Wales). 

• 

Issues. 

Payments. 

Issues. 

Payments. 

1893-4   . 
18945    - 
1896-6    - 
1896-7    - 
1897-8    - 
1898-9    - 
1899-1900 
1900-1901 
19012    - 
1902-3    - 

£ 
19,183,000 
20,019,000 
21,000,000 
21,784,000 
22,791,000 
23,815,000 
25,036,000 
26,076.000 
27,100,000 
27,986,000 

£ 
19,637,000 
20,464,000 
21,637,000 
22,386,000 
23,402,000 
24,480,000 
26,816,000 
27,103,000 
28,616,000 
29,315,000 

£ 
1,031,000 
1,086,000 
1,131,000 
1,166.000 
1,219,000 
1,260,000 
1,302,000 
1,376,000 
1,404.000 
1,448,000 

£ 
966,000 
1,015,000 
1,068,000 
1,091,000 
1,161,000 
1,228,000 
1,297.000 
1,403,000 
1,442.000 
1,429.000 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  details 
asked  for  in  the  second  part  of  the 
Question,  but  the  total  cost  of  clerical 
work  in  the  Post  Office  in  connection 
with  postal  orders  (account  work  ex- 
cluded) was  about  £44,000  a  year  for 
the  old  issue  of  fourteen  denominations. 

Decentralisation  of  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  decentralisation  of  the  War 
Office,  with  branches  in  Dublin,  Alder- 
shot,  and  other  places,  has  led  to  greater 
administrative  convenience  and  economy 
than  when  all  the  War  Office  accounts  of 
the  United  Kingdom  were  kept  at  one 
central  institution  in  London,  he  will 
explain  in  what  way  the  decentralisation 
of  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank,  with  a 
branch  in  Dublin  for  Irish  depositors, 
would  lead  to  lesser  administrative  con- 
venience and  economy. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
As  regards  the  advantages  of  centralising 
the  business  of  the  Post  Office  Savings 
Bank  in  London,  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  the  replies  which  were  given  to 
him  on  the  30th  Junet  and  the  14th 
ultimo.  J  As  regards  the  general  question 
of  decentralisation,  the  circumstances  of 
the  War  Office  and  the  Savings  Bank  are 
not  the  same,  but  much  of  the  other  work 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxiv.,  927. 
X  See  (4)  DehaUs,  cxxv.,  582. 


of  the  Post  Office  might  well  be  decen- 
tralised if  Members  of  this  House  did  not 
so  frequently  insist  upon  the  personal 
intervention  of  the  Postmaster-General  in 
matters  of  detail. 

British  Cemetery  at  Ck>rfti. 

Major  SEELY  (Isle  of  Wight):  To  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreij;n 
Affigdrs  whether  he  has  any  fiuther  m- 
formation  as  to  the  proposed  acquisition 
by  the  local  authorities  of  Corfu  of  the 
old  British  naval  and  military  burying 
ground. 

{Answered  hy  Lord  Cranbome.)  No 
further  information  has  been  received  on 
this  subject  since  my  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wakefield  on  17th  June,  to 
which  I  beg  to  refer  my  hon.  and  gallant 
friend,  t 


Disturbances  at  KishinieT— Report  of 
Consul-Qeneral  at  Odessa. 

Mr.  STUART  SAMUEL  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Whitechapel) :  To  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  a  Report  has  been  re- 
ceived from  His  Majesty's  Consul- 
General  at  Odessa  on  the  recent  dis- 
turbances at  Kishiniev,  and  the  measui-es 
taken  for  punishing  the  rioters;  and,  if 
so,  when  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Mem- 
bers. 


t  See  (4)  DebateSj  cxxiiL,  1159. 
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{Answered  by  Lord  Cranbome.)  The 
Report  has  heen  received,  and  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  Members  to-morrow. 


New  Boflso-Oerman  Oommerdal  Trea^— 
Trusts  and  Syndicates. 

Mr.  DAVID  MORGAN  (Essex,  Wal- 
thamstow) :  To  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  can 
give  the  particulars  of  the  paragraph  in 
the  new  Russo-G^rman  commercial  treaty, 
relating  to  cartels,  trusts,  and  syndicates, 
which  the  Russian  Finance  Minister  has 
arranged  shall  be  included  in  the  com- 
mercial treaty. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Cranbome.)  His 
Majesty's  Grovernmeut  are  in  possession 
of  no  information  as  to  the  commercial 
negotiations  now  proceeding  between  the 
Russian  and  German  Gt)vemment8. 


Post  Office  and  Wireless  Telegraphy. 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH:  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether,  before  con- 
cluding an  agreement  with  the  Marconi 
Company  for  wireless  telegraphy,  any, 
and,  if  so,  what,  inquiry  was  made  into 
the  merits  of  other  systems  of  wireless 
telegraphy  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  what 
reports  were  made  as  to  their  efficiency 
and  economy ;  and  whether  any  facilities 
were  given  to  competitors  with  Marconi. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  have  not  yet  concluded  any  agreement 
with  the  Marconi  Company,  but  I  may 
perhaps  say  with  reference  to  'the  hon. 
Member's  Question,  that  other  systems  of 
wireless  telegraphy  have  been  under  trial 
or  examination  by  the  Post  Office,  and 
reports  made  upon  them.  It  would  not, 
however,  be  desirable  that  such  reports 
should  be  disclosed. 


Postal  Facilities  at  Bhosneigr. 

Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  last  collection  of  letters  at 
Rhosneigr  takes  place  as  early  as 
5.10  p.m. ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  mail  train  does  not  pass 
Tycroes  station  until  8.20,  he  will  make 
arrangements  to  extend  the  time  for 
posting  letters. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  CJiamberlain.) 
The  Question  whether  a  later  despatch 
of  letters  from  Rhosneigr  can  be  afforded 
is  now  under  consideration. 


India— Berars  8iiri»las  Revenue. 

Mr,  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire,  W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  alleged  errors  in  the 
calculations  upon  which  the  annual  sum 
of  twenty-five  lakhs,  as  representing  the 
surplus  revenue  of  the  Berars,  is  paid  to 
His  Highness  the  Nizam  of  Hyderabad 
under  the  agreement  of  December,  1902, 
and  to  the  fact  that,  according  to  the 
Berars  Administration  Report  of  1901-2, 
the  surplus  revenue  of  this  district  is 
estimated  at  over  fifty  lakhs ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  refer  these  accounts  for 
revision  to  an  independent  arbitrator; 
and  whether  the  joint  reports  of  Colonel 
Fordyce  and  Mr.  Brunyate  (made  in 
1900)  will  be  presented  to  Parliament, 
together  with  the  essential  portions  of 
the  correspondence  and  State  papers 
referred  to  in  paragraphs  4  and  5  of  the 
Despatch  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  dated  the  28th  of  March  1878, 
dealing  with  this  subject. 

{Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton.)  I  am  not  aware  of  any  errors 
in  the  calculations  connected  with  the 
fixing  of  the  perpetual  rent  of  twenty- 
five  lakhs  to  be  paid  to  the  Nizam  under 
the  agreement  of  the  5th  November, 
1902,  relating  to  the  Assigned  Districts. 
The  Administration  Report  of  the 
Districts  for  1901-2  shows  a  surplus  of 
thirty  one  lakhs,  as  against  a  deficit  in 
the  previous  year,  the  improvement 
being  caused  by  the  cessation  of  drought 
and  the  collection  of  arrears  of  land 
revenue.  I  see  no  reason  to  refer  these 
accounts  to  an  independent  arbitrator, 
or  to  lay  on  the  Table  the  Reports 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member  and  the 
Papers  referred  to  in  the  Despatch  of 
the  28th  March,  1878. 


Charges  on  Indian  Revenue  for  Military 
Works. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  if  he  will  state  what  were 
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the  annua]  average  net  charges  on  the 
Indian  Revenues  Tot  the  Army  for  Mili- 
tary Works,  and  for  Special  Defence 
Works,  in  the  periods  1863-1872,  1873- 
1882,  1883-1892,  and   1893-1902,  with 


the   corresponding  figures  for  the  year 
1902-3,  and  the  fitimates  for  1903-4. 

{Anstvered    hy  Secretary  Lord    Oeorge 
HamiUon,) 


Average 

annaal  net  Expenditure  on 

Period. 

Army, 

Military  Works. 

Special  Defence 
Works. 

1862-3  to  1871-2     - 

£ 
10,865.989 

£ 

801,097 
(gross)* 

£ 
NU. 

1872-3  to  1881-2     -        -        - 

12,023,224 

737,022 

NU. 

1882-3  to  1891-2     - 

12,894,742 

687,382 

229,584 

1892-3  to  1901-2     - 

15,016,932 

761,836 

77,268 

1902-3  (ReviBed  Estimate)     • 

16,234,900 

1,044,500 

NU. 

1903-4  (Budget)      - 

16,652,300 

1,009,700 

120,000 

*  Receipts  under  this  bead  not  shown  separately  in  the  Accounts  for  this  decade. 


Charge  on  Indian  Revenue  for  Delhi 
Durbar. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  K) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
if  he  will  state  what  has  been  the  total 
charge  on  the  revenues  of  India,  imperial 
and  pro\ancial,  for  the  Delhi  Durbar. 

{Answered  hy  Secretary  Lard  George 
Hamilton,)  Information  on  the  subject 
has  already  been  laid  before  Parliament 
in  paragraphs  138  to  140  of  the  Financial 
Statement  for  1903-4,  and  on  page  14  of 
Command  Paper  1644  (Account  of  the 
Durbar  held  at  Delhi).  I  have  no  later 
figures. 

Increase  of  British  Troops  in  India. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  India  whether  any 
request  has  been  received  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  India  in  the  course  of  the 
past  year  for  an  increase  of  the  perman- 
ent British  force  in  India. 


{Answered  hy  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton,)  In  reply  to  this  Question  I 
can  only  say  that  the  question  of  the 
adequacy  of  the  present  strength  of  the 
Jiritish  force  in  India  has  been  and  still  is 
under  consideration  of  myself  and  of  the 
Government  of  India. 


Workmens  Oompensation  Act. 
Mr.  CHARLES  CAYZER  (Barrow- 
in-Fumess) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  accidents  to  work- 
men in  or  near  buildings  of  less  than  30 
feet  in  height  for  which,  under  the 
Employers  Liability  Act,  they  or  their 
families  are  not  entitled  to  compensation 
in  case  of  injury  or  death,  and  to  the  fact 
that  at  Leeds  lately  a  working  painter 
fell  28  feet  6  inches  and  was  kuled,  and 
his  family  received  no  compensation 
because  the  building  was  not  30  feet 
high ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  see  his 
way  to  introduce  legislation  to  amend 
the  Act. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,)  "NLj 
right  hon.  friend  has  asked  me  ta 
answer  this  Question.  I  {»*esume  that 
the  hon.  Member  intends  to  refer 
to  The  Workmens  Compensation  Act, 
1897,  as  there  is  no  30  feet  limit  with 
reference  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Employers  Liability  Act.  I  am  aware 
that  under  this  limit,  as  fixed  by  the  for- 
mer Act  in  regard  to  accidents  in  the 
course  of  building  operations,  cases  such 
as  that  mentioned  in  the  Question  must 
occur ;  and  it  has  been  stated  more  than 
once  by  myself  and  my  predecessors  that 
this  is  a  point  which  must  receive  atten- 
tion in  connection  with  the  Amendment 
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of  the  Act  which  the  Gk>vemment  have 
under  consideration. 

Safety  of  Hansom  Cabs. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CAYZER :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, whether  his  attention  has  oeen 
directed  to  an  accident  on  Sunday,  26th 
July,  to  a  hansom  cab  in  Piccadilly,  when 
the  driver  and  a  lady  on  the  footpath 
were  killed  and  another  person  was 
injured  ;and,  if  so,  can  he  slate  the  cause 
of  the  accident,  and  whether  the  position 
of  the  driver  enabled  him  to  have  control 
over  the  horse ;  and  whether  he  can  now 
state  the  result  of  the  experiments  which 
the  Commissioner  of  rolice  has  been 
making  with  the  view  of  securing  the 
safety  of  passengers  in  cabs. 


{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas,)  The  circumstances  of  this 
accident  were  investigated  by  the 
coroner's  jury,  who  found  a  verdict  of 
"  Accidental  death,  owing  to  the  horse  in 
the  cab  havingtaken  fright  from  a  cause 
imknown."  The  driver  is  reported  to 
h&ve  been  in  his  proper  position,  and  to 
have  done  his  best  to  check  the  horse, 
which  was,  however,  beyond  control.  As 
regards  the  last  part  of  the  Question,  I  do 
not  think  I  can  add  anything  to  the 
Answer  which  I  gave  the  hon.  Member 
on.  the  28th  July.t 


Bemoneration  of  "Witnesses  in  Criminal 
Cases. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool.  Aber- 
cromby ) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  has  considered  the  Report  of  the  De- 
partmental Committee  on  the  remunera 
tion  of  witnesses  in  criminal  Cases ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  proposes  to  take  any 
steps  to  carry  out  its  sugg'estions  at  an 
early  date. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas,)  The  Report  of  this  Committee  is 
now  under  my  consideration,  and  I  hope 
to  be  able  shortly  to  make  an  Order, 
under  14  and  15  Vic,  c.  55,  8.  5,  giving 
effect  to  the  principal  recommendations 
of  the  Committee. 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxvi.,  540. 


Lead  Poisoning  Boles—Final  Award. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester* 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean) :  To  ask  t  h& 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment if  he  is  in  a  position  to  state  when 
the  final  award  in  respect  of  the  lead 
poisoning  rules  will  be  published. 


{Ansioered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Akers 
Douglas,)  As  the  right  hon  Baronet  is 
aware,  the  formal  arbitration  upon  the 
lead  poisoning  rules  has  been  closed,  and 
it  was  hoped  that  the  new  rules  would 
have  been  promptly  published.  In  view, 
however,  of  the  fact  that  a  scheme  of 
insurance  which  was  contemplated  is 
somewhat  detailed  the  Umpire  gave  an 
undertaking  that  the  persons  interested 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing, before  it  came  into  operation,  the 
probable  effect  of  the  scheme.  Unfor- 
tunately a  difficulty  has  arisen  in  respect 
of  a  meeting  for  the  purposes  of  such 
consideration,  but  the  Umpire,  notwith- 
standing the  approach  of  the  recess, 
will  press  the  matter  on  as  strenuously 
as  possible. 


Suggested  Amendment  of  Poor   Belief 
Act. 

Lord  EDMUND  TALBOT  (Sussex, 
Chichester) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  amending  thd 
Poor  Relief  Act,  13  and  14  Vic ,  c.  101, 
s.  4,  by  an  alteration  of  the  words,  "  in  or 
near  the  union,''  to  remove  doubt  as 
to  whether  justices  near  the  place  where 
the  children  are,  can  receive  the  declara- 
tion  referred  to,  and  thus  remove  the 
doubt  now  existing  as  to  whether  these 
words  may  be  taken  as  directory  and  not 
mandatory. 


{Answered  by  Mr  Walter  Long,)  I  am 
advised  that  the  provision  referred  to 
may  be  regarded  as  directory  and  not 
mandatory,  though  of  course  the  ques- 
tion is  not  one^which  I  am  empowered 
to  decide.  I  could  not  promise  to  intro- 
duce legislation  to  remove  any  doubt  on 
the  subject,  but  the  point  shall  receive 
my  consideration. 
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Victoria  and  Albert  Miueiiin— Exhibition 
of  CoUectionB. 

Sir  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  any  decision  has 
been  arrived  at  as  to  the  plans  of  the 
Victoria  and  Albert  Museum  so  far  as 
regards  the  arrangements  for  art  and 
the  exhibition  of  the  collections. 

{Answered  by  Sir  WUliam  Anson,)  The 
Board  of  Education  have  decided,  with 
the  approval  of  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
revert  to  the  original  plans  for  the 
exhibition  of  the  art  collections.  The 
matter  awaits  the  consideration  of  the 
Treasury. 

'Covering  over    Shrine  in  Westminster 
Abbey. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.): 
To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Derbyshire,  as  representing  the  First 
<Commissioner  of  Works,  why  the  cover- 
ing which  was  put  over  the  Shrine  of 
King  Edward  the  Confessor  in  West- 
minster Abbey  at  the  time  of  the 
xCoronation  has  not  been  removed. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish,) 
The  covering  referred  to  was,  the  First 
-Commissioner  understands,  put  up  by 
the  ofScers  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter, 
and  the  Office  of  Works  have  no  control 
-over  it. 

Evictions  in  County  Carlow. 

!^Mr.  HAMMOND  (Carlow):  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  what  has  been  the 
number  of  tenants  formerly  resident  in 
Carlow  County  who  have  been  evicted 
from  their  holdings  during  the  period 
from  1878  to  the  present  time ;  and  if 
he  can  furnish  the  names  and  addresses 
of  said  tenants. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  A  Return 
was  recently  circulated  showing,  by 
counties,  the  number  of  tenants  evicted 
in  Ireland  within  the  past  twenty-five 
years  (H.C.  No.  125,  of  1903).  I  am 
inquiring  whether  it  is  practicable  to 
give  a  nominal  Return  on  the  same 
subject. 


Irish  National  School  Teachers'  Pensions. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan.  E.): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state 
what  is  the  maximum  number  of  years' 
service  required  from  a  second  class  male 
teacher  to  entitle  him  to  full  pension,  and 
what  is  the  amount  of  said  pension  per 
annum ;  and  what  is  the  provision  made 
for  such  a  teacher  in  case  of  retirement 
through  ill-health  before  full  service  is 
rendered. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  JVyndham.)  A  second 
class  male  teacher  of  a  national  school 
who  elected  to  pay  premiums  in  Class  A 
must  give  forty  years'  service  after  the 
age  of  twenty-one  to  entitle  him  to  the 
maximum  pension  of  his  class,  £46  a 
year.  In  the  event  of  retirement  through 
ill-health  before  full  service  is  rendered 
he  might,  if  between  the  ages  of  thirty- 
five  and  fifty-five,  receive  a  disablement 
grant  under  the  terms  of  Pension  Rule 
10.  If  fifty-five  years  of  age  or  upwards 
he  could  claim  a  voluntary  pension,  the 
amount  of  which  would  depend  on  his 
age  and  service  at  the  time  of  his  retire- 
ment 

Report  of  Commission  on  Dysentery. 

Sir  MICHAEL  FOSTER  (London 
University)  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  Commission 
appointed  in  South  Africa  to  inquire  into 
the  causation  and  prevention  of  dysentery 
in  armies  in  the  field  have  made  their 
Report ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  is  willing 
to  lay  it  upon  the  Table. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  Report  was  circulated  to  Members 
on  the  8th  instant. 

Porthcawl  Rifle  Range. 
Mr.  FULLER  (WUtshire,  Westbury) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware,  with  regard  to  the 
proposed  abandonment  of  the  proposed 
new  rifle  range  at  Porthcawl,  that  the 
Urban  District  Council  has  expended  a 
sum  of  £1,000  upon  an  alteration  of  the 
local  drainage  outlet,  made  necessary  for 
the  sake  of  the  proposed  new  range ;  and 
whether,  under  the  circumstances,  he  is 
prepared  to  refund  to  the  Urban  Distriot 
Council  the  amount  of  their  outlay. 
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{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick.)  It 
has  been  decided  to  proceed  with  the 
construction  of  this  range. 

September  Army  Manoeuvres— Cost. 

Mr.  fuller  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  what  is  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  proposed  manoeurres  in 
September ;  and  whether  he  can  state 
the  details  of  the  two  forces  which,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  manoeuvres,  will 
constitute  respectively  the  lit  and  2nd 
Army  Gorps< 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick,) 
£130,000  has  been  taken  in  Estimates 
to  cover  the  cost  of  these  manoeuvres. 
The  numbers  and  composition  of  the 
forces  will  not  be  published  before  the 
manoeuvres  begin. 

South  African  War— Honorarv  Bank  for 
Volunteer  Officers— Bight  to  wear  the 
Uniform. 

Mr.  SHAW  (Stafford):  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he 
will  state  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
War  OflSce  Order,  in  reference  to  uni- 
form, that  for  services  in  South  Africa 
officers  of  Volunteers  were  given  hono- 
rary rank  in  the  Army,  with  permission 
to  wear  the  uniform  of  their  company, 
corps,  or  battery,  as  the  case  may  be, 
seeing  that  officers  of  Volunteer  corps 
who  have  acquired  this  distinction,  and 
are  now  again  serving  with  their  Volun- 
teer corps,  having  provided  themselves 
with  the  uniform  of  the  Line  battalion 
to  which  they  are  affiliated,  and  with 
which  they  served  in  South  Africa,  have 
been  informed  that  they  have  no  right 
to  wear  such  uniform,  but  only  the  right 
to  wear  the  uniform  worn  in  South 
Africa,  although  such  uniform  however, 
being  a  special  service  uniform  of  khaki, 
is  one  which  officers  on  Home  service, 
and  especially  those  serving  with  Volun- 
teer battalions,  have  no  opportunity  of 
wearing. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
Volunteer  officers  who  were  attached 
to  Regular  battalions  in  South  Africa 
and  granted  honorary  Army  rank  are 
entitled  to  wear  the  uniform  they  served 
in  -when  in  South  Africa,  but  it  was 
not  contemplated  they  would  desire  to 
purchase  the  full  or  mess  dress  of  the 
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Regular  battalion.     The  Question  will 
receive  further  consideration. 

Orants  to  Militia  Begiments  for  Bands* 
Dr.  THOMPSON:  To  ask  the  Secre 
tary  of  State  for  War  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  increasing 
the  ^ant  to  Militia  regiments,  so  as  to 
enaUe  them  to  be  supplied  with  at 
least  a  drum  and  fife  band  at  their 
dep6ts,  se^ng  that  at  these  centres 
there  is  no  military  music  available. 

{Answei'ed  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick,) 
No  representations  to  this  effect  have 
been  made  by  any  corps,  and  I  should 
not  be  justified  in  proposing  an  increase 
of  the  grant  towards  band  expenses,  and 
thereby  throwing  fresh  expenditure  upon 
the  public  funds,  without  strong  reasons. 

Busbies  for  Militia  Fusilier  Begiments. 
Dr.  THOMPSON:  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will  explain 
why  the  Militia  Fusilier  Regiments  are 
not  supplied  with  busbies,  seeing  that  on 
the  visit  of  the  King  to  Derry  last  month 
the  officers  of  the  3rd  and  5th  Battalions 
Royal  Inniskilling  Fusiliers,  which 
formed  part  of  the  guard  of  honour,  were 
obliged  to  hire  the  busbies  for  their  men 
from  a  London  dealer,  who  is  in  the 
habit  of  buying  the  left-oS*  busbies  of 
Fusilier  Line  Regiments,  and  who  resells 
or  hires  them  to  Militia  regiments. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick,) 
Militia  Fusilier  Regiments  are  not  sup- 
plied  with  full  dress  headdress  owing  to 
the  heavy  expense  involved.  Nothing 
is  known  of  the  hiring  mentioned. 

Bights  of  Discharged  Non-Commissioned 
Officers  to  wear  Uniform. 

Mr.  MOSS  (Denbighshire,  R) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he 
will  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  into  the 
case  of  F.  Edmed,  formerly  a  sergeant 
instructor  in  the  Royal  Webh  Fusiliers, 
as  to  wb.ether,  by  wearing  the  Ring's 
uniform,  he  was  enabled  to  get  credit 
from  and  defraud  certain  tradesmen  in 
Rhosllanerchrugog,  North  Wales,  and  as 
to  whether  he  was  on  retirement  or  dis- 
charge from  the  Army  specially  recom 
mended  by  his  commanding  officer  to 
wear   his    uniform;    and,  if  not,  what 
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stepi  he  proposes  to  take  to   prevent 
suck  conduct  in  the  future. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secrdary  Brodrick.) 
This  is  a  case  in  which  I  think  any  action 
which  may  be  considered  necessary  may 
safely  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
(jeneral  Officer  commanding  the  district 
concerned. 

Deportation  of  British  Snbjects  on  the 
Island  of  Tristan  d'Acimha. 

Mr.  fuller  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  will 
communicate  to  Lord  Milner  and  the 
Colonial  Goyernments  in  South  Africa  the 
wish  of  the  British  subjects  in  the 
Island  of  Tristan  d'Acunha  that  they 
should  be  deported  to  South  Africa; 
and  further,  if  no  objection  is  taken  to 
such  deportation,  whether  he  wiU  confer 
with  the  Admiralty  and  the  Treasury  as 
to  the  necessary  steps  for  carrying  it 
into  effect. 

(Ansrvered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Chamhei  lain,) 
I  have  communicated  with  the  Governor 
of  Cape  Colony  on  the  subject,  but  I 
fear  that  in  any  case  no  definite  arrange 
ments  could  be  come  to  for  some  time. 

OontroUer  and  Auditor-Oeneral— Amount 
Audited  — Oost  of  Auditing  Irish 
Public  Accounts. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  what  is  the  total  amount 
audited  by  the  Controller  and  Auditor- 
General  during  each  of  the  past  ten  years 
for  Ireland  and  England  respectively ; 
and  what  is  the  actual  or  approximate 
cost  during  each  of  those  ten  years  for 
auditing  the  Irish  public  accounts. 

(Ansvjered  by  Mr,  Arthur  Elliot.)  The 
approximate  cost  during  each  of  the  last 
ten  years  of  auditing  the  Irish  public 
accounts  is  as  follows: — Estimated  cost, 
1892-3  £7,128,  1893-4  £7,478,  1894-5 
£8,051,  1895-6  £8,505,  1896-7  £9,182, 
1897-8  £9,538, 1898-9  £9, 200, 1899-1900 
£8,882,  1900-1901  £9,161,  1901-2 
£9,928.  The  above  sums  are  inclusive 
of  non-effective  charges,  works,  rates, 
postage,  and  stationery,  etc.     It  is  im* 

niWe  to  give  the  hon.  Member  the 
res  for  which  he  asks  in  the  first  half 
of  his  Question,  but  I  would  refer  him  to 
the  annual  Financial  Relations  Return. 


Money  Expended  on  Maseoms,  Art 
GaUeries,  etc.,  in  Scotland  and  Ireland- 

Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS  (Flint  Boroughs): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
if  he  can  state  the  total  amount  of 
money,  including  sums  provided  from 
local  sources,  expended  on  buildincs  for 
national  museums,  libraries,  ana  art 
galleries  in  Scotland  and  Ireland 
respectively. 

{Aimoered  by  Mr,  Elliot,)  The  follow- 
ing are  the  figures,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain  them  : — Edin- 
burgh :  National  Gallery  and  Royal 
Institution— £33,620  from  public  funds, 
£20,430  spent  by  the  Board  of  Manu- 
factures; the  site  was  given  by  the 
City  of  Edinburgh.  Museum  of  Anti- 
quities and  National  Portrait  Gallery— 
From  public  funds,  £24,286  ;  Board  of 
Manufactures,  £2,500;  from  private 
sources,  £30,000 ;  Museum  of  Science 
and  Art— From  public  funds,  £97,395 
(exclusive  of  cost  of  widening  Chambers 
Street,  which  was  carried  out  by  the  City 
Council  of  Edinburgh  at  a  cost  of 
£51,000).  Dublin:  Science  and  Art 
Museum  and  National  Library — From 
public  funds,  £219,031.  I  am  unable  to 
state  the  original  cost  of  the  Natural 
History  Museum  prior  to  its  transfer  to 
the  Board  of  Works  in  1868;  National 
Gallery— From  public  funds,  £47,306; 
from  Dargan  Trustees,  £5,000. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Illegal  Arrest  for  Desertion— Potter's  case 

Mr.  PATKICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny): 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Donegal,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  observations  of  the 
magistrate  in  the  Southwark  Police 
Court  in  the  case  of  Henry  Potter,  a 
carman  charged  with  desertion  from  the 
16th  Lancers,  stationed  at  Ballincollig, 
Ireland,  who  was  not  a  soldier  of  that 
regiment  but  a  Keservist,  the  holder, 
with  five  clasps,  of  the  South  African 
medal,  and  a  repeated  applicant  at  the 
War  OflSce  for  a  sum  of  £50  due  to  him 
for  reserved  pay,  upon  the  neglect  of 
the  War  Office  authorities  in  wrongly 
arresting  this  man  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
say  what  steps  the  War  Office  intend  to 
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<take  in  this  matter,  and  what  explana- 
tion, if  any,  has  he  to  make  for  this 
•occurrence. 

♦The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Lord  Stanley, 
Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  I  regret  to 
«aj  that  a  serious  error  was  committed 
in  this  case.  The  military  authorities 
inform  me  that  the  chief  paymaster, 
Home  District,  overlooked  the  fact  of 
this  man  having  reported  himself  on 
transfer  to  the  Reserve,  and  he  was 
accordingly  arrested  by  the  police.  On 
investigation  he  was  immediately  released. 
No  appUcation  had  been  received  at  the 
War  Office  for  the  money  in  question, 
which  was  mainly  due  on  a  savings 
bank  account  which  had  not  been 
transmitted  by  his  regiment  from  South 
Africa.  His  reserve  pay  and  his  savings 
bank  balance  have  been  paid.  His 
<;laim  to  deferred  pay  is  being  investi- 
gated. The  officer  to  blame  carried  on 
an  exceptionally  arduous  charge  during 
the  War  with  great  success,  but  the 
failure  in  this  instance  is  none  the  less 
regrettable. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  Will  the 
man  get  any  compensation  for  this  illegal 
arrest  ? 

Lord  STANLEY:  No.  Sir. 


Army  Entrance  Examinations. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire, 
Fareham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  Board 
appointed  to  advise  the  Inspector  General 
of  Military  Education  have  yet  recom- 
mended a  syllabus  for  use  at  examina- 
"tions  for  entrance  to  the  Army ;  if  so, 
will  he  state  what  action  he  proposes 
to  take  on  their  recommendation,  and 
^hen  the  new  regulations  governing 
iuture  examinations  will  be  made 
pubHc. 

♦Lord  STANLEY:  The  Advisory 
Board  have  recommended  a  syllabus 
-which  will  shortly  be  issued.  I  know 
the  importance  of  getting  this  out 
before  the  beginning  of  the  school  term, 
iind  I  will  do  my  best  to  hurry  on  the 
publication. 
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Mr.  CHARLES  M* ARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool, Exchange) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  conduct  of  subjects  of  the  Republic 
of  Liberia  in  forcibly  boarding,  looting, 
and  interfering  with  the  salvage  of 
the  British  steamer  "  Haussa,"  which 
went  ashore  on  the  8th  June  at  Garaway, 
Liberia;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  has 
made  any  representations  to  the  Liberian 
Government  on  the  subject. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.,  for  Lord 
Cranborne):  My  attention  was  drawn 
to  thjs  case  by  the  owners,  and  the 
Acting  British  Consul  at  Monrovia  was 
instructed  by  telegraph  that  if  the 
alleged  plundering  of  the  ship  was  true, 
he  was  to  remind  the  Liberian  Govern- 
ment of  their  treaty  obligations  in 
regard  to  wrecks.  But  before  this 
telegram  reached  the  Acting  Consul  he 
had,  on  information  received  from  the 
Sierra  Leone  Coaling  Company,  already 
communicated  with  the  Liberian  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Liberian  Secretary  of 
State  had  ordered  the  superintendent 
at  Cape  Palmas  to  give  Lloyd's  agent 
absolute  control  over  the  hull  and  the 
cargo. 

Cattle  Shipments  firom  Boston. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M^ARTHUR :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Hunts,  as 
representing  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  whether  the  Board  have  been 
notified  of  the  removal  by  the  United 
States  Government  on  20th  July  last  of 
the  embargo  on  the  shipment  of  cattle 
from  Boston,  the  New  England  States 
having  been  declared  free  from  disease ; 
and,  if  so,  why  the  prohibition  at 
present  existing  against  the  importation 
into  this  country  for  slaughter  of  cattl 
shipped  at  Boston  is  still  maintained; 
ana  when  its  removal  may  be  expected. 

Mr.  AILWYNFELLOWES  (Hunting 
donshire,  Ramsey) :  We  have  received 
a  copy  of  the  Order  issued  by  the 
United  States  Government  withdraw- 
ing, as  from  the  20th  ult.,  the  pro- 
hibition  against     the     exportation     of 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


859 


Quesdomt, 


{COMMONS} 


Quesisons, 


860 


animals  from  Boston.  The  informa- 
tion communicated  to  us  by  that 
Grovernment  as  to  the  history  of 
the  recent  outbreaks  of  foot-and-mouth 
disease,  and  the  reasons  which  have  led 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  disease  has 
been  completely  extirpated,  is,  however, 
not  as  yet  sufficient  to  justify  my  noble 
friend  in  concluding  that  all  danger  of 
its  introduction  into  the  United  King- 
dom is  at  an  end.  I  have  made 
inquiry  as  to  when  the  further  infor- 
mation required  is  to  be  expected,  and  I 
understand  that  a  detailed  despatch  on 
the  subject  may  be  expected  at  any 
moment.  It  will  receive  consideration 
immediately  it  comes  to  hand.  We  are 
well  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject so  far  as  shipowners  are  concerned. 


Board  of  Education— Oonsnlting 
Architect 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  S. 
Molton):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Education^  what 
length  of  time  Mr.  Robson  has  served 
as  consulting  architect  to  the  Board 
of  Education;  whether  he  has  re- 
ceived notice  that  his  services  will 
be  terminated  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber ;  is  such  notice  due  to  his  incompe- 
tence ;  if  not,  what  is  the  reason  for  it ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  appeals  permitted 
by  the  Education  Act  to  be  made  by  the 
denominational  managers  to  the  Board 
of  Education,  he  will  take  steps  to  secure 
that  the  highest  expert  assistance  shall 
continue  to  be  at  the  service  of  the 
Board. 


The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCA- 
TION (Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford 
University):  Mr.  Robson  has  been 
engaged  for  eighteen  and  a  half  years 
as  consulting  architect  to  the  Board 
of  Education.  His  engagement  will 
terminate  on  30th  Septemben  No 
question  of  t^he  competency  of  Mr. 
Robson  is  involved.  The  Board  of 
Education  are  making  new  arrangements 
to  meet  new  conditions,  and  will,  of 
course,  take  care  that  they  are  now 
properly  provided  with  expert  assistance 
in  the  matters  to  which  the  Question 
refers. 


Mr.  LAMBERT  asked  what  were  the 
new  arrangements. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  They  are 
incomplete  as  yet. 

Donegal  Magistracy. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  On  be- 
half of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Donegal  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what 
is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  appoint* 
ment  of  a  local  magistrate  for  the  parish 
of  Eillaghtie  ;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
on  Monday  the  3rd  August  a  lunatic  in 
the  Dunkineely  district  had  to  be  taken 
over  five  miles  to  KiUybegstown,  owing 
to  the  want  of  a  local  magistrate  in 
Eillaghtie,  this  state  of  things  will  be 
imm^ately  rectified. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  No 
representation  appears  to  have  been 
made  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  as  to  the 
necessity  for  additional  magistrates  in 
this  district.  Inquiry  is  being  made  in 
the  matter,  however. 

St.  Jolm*8  Point. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Donegal, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
explain  why  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  have  delayed  the  splitting  up  into 
suitable  holdings  of  the  grass  farms* 
purchased  two  years  ago  for  the  fisher- 
men of  St  John's  Point,  who  at  presoit 
have  no  land ;  and  whether  the  neces- 
sary steps  for  this  purpose  will  be 
immediately  taken. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Congwted 
Districts  Board  is  not  responsible  for  the 
delay  that  has  occurred.  The  tenants  on 
the  estate  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
refused  to  give  their  labour  in  the  erection 
of  boundary  fences  for  the  new  holdiogs 
at  the  wages  offered  by  the  Board  (2s.  6d. 
a  day  for  able  bodied  men).  Another 
effort  to  resume  work  will  be  made  k 
X)ctober. 

Boyal  Irish  Oonstabalarjr- 
Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
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Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware 
of  a  circular  issued  from  the  office  of  the 
Inspector-General  of  the  Royal  Irish 
€onstabular7,  dated  20th  July,  1903, 
which  forbids  the  medical  attendants  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  calling  in 
consultation  any  other  medical  man  or 
specialist  under  any  circumstances ;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  cause  the  instant  withdrawal 
of  the  circular. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  The  circular  merely 
recited  a  rule  which  has  been  in  operation 
for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  The  rule  in 
no  way  prevents  sick  members  of  the 
force  from  employing  medical  men  other 
than  the  police  medical  attendants.  It 
merely  points  out  that  such  medical 
assistance  cannot  be  paid  for  from  public 
iunds.  It  is  not  proposed  to  withdraw 
the  circular. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  :  Then,  in  the  event 
of  a  constable  suffering  from  a  severe 
surgical  illness  he  is  expected,  should  a 
specialist  be  called  in,  to  pay  the  fees  out 
of  his  own  pocket. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  They  cannot  be 
paid  out  of  public  funds. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  But 
the  man  can  be  treated  at  the  hospital 
M  the  ratepayers'  expense. 

Corglass  and  Oonnakelly  Estates. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any 
fresh  proposak  have  been  made  to  the 
Land  Commission  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Corglass  and  Connakelly  properties, 
the  owners  of  which  are  willing  to  sell 
to  the  tenants. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  There  are  no  pro- 
oeedings  pending  in  the  Land  Commission 
for  the  sale  of  the  lands  in  question.  In 
accordance  with  the  undertaking  given 
by  me  to  the  hon.  Member  on  a  former 
occadont,  I  referred  the  matter  to  the 
Land  Judge.  He  interrogated  the 
solicitor  having  carriage  of  the  sale  on 
the  9th  July,  and  was  satisfied  that  the 
solicitor  was  not  responsible  for  any 
delay.    There  appears  to  have  been  a 

t  See  (4)  Debates^  cxxiiL,  1179. 


difficulty  with  one  of  the  owners  in  pro- 
curing the  lodgment  of  deeds  to  prove 
title.  The  Land  Judge  will  have  the 
matter  before  him  again  after  the 
vacation. 

Ooonty  Longford  Market  Tolls. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  practice  of 
levying  tolls  at  fairs  and  markets,  at 
present  exercised  by  landlords  in  several 
small  towns  of  county  Longford,  will  be 
continued  if  these  owners  sell  their 
interests  to  the  tenant ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  these  tolls  are  levied  mostly 
for  private  gain  and  not  for  the  upkeep 
of  any  easements  to  the  fairs  or  markets; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  provide  for 
their  withdrawal. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  tolls  cannot 
be  levied  by  landlords  unless  the  legal 
right  to  do  so  is  vested  in  them.  Section 
31  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1898, 
confers  on  urban  authorities  power  to 
purchase  these  rights. 

Ireland— Labonrers  Acts. 

Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  E)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  letter  dated 
2l8t  June,  1901,  No.  11,337,  written  on 
behalf  of  the  Lord  Justices  on  the  subject 
of  the  unissued  balances  of  the 
Labourers  Cottages  Grant,  1890,  stating 
that  the  shares  of  the  unions  which  had 
not  put  the  Labourers  Acts  into  operation 
would  be  forthwith  distributed  amongst 
the  unions  which  had  done  so ;  and,  if 
so,  will  he  explain  why  this  course  has 
not  been  adopted,  and  will  it  be  adopted 
in  the  near  future. 

I  Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  letter  referred 
I  to  in  the  Question  stated  that  the  shares 
of  the  unions  which  had  not  put  the 
Labourers  Acts  in  force  would  be  dis- 
tributed amongst  those  unions  which 
had  done  so,  and  that  the  money  would 
be  remitted  not  to  the  local  authorities 
direct,  but  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works  to  be  applied  by  them  in 
reduction  of  loans  granted  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Acts.  This  course  was 
accordingly  adopted. 
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Bathcllne  (Annually)  Estate. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  aak 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  how 
many  of  the  tenants  on  the  Rathcline 
(Annually)  Estate  are  still  denied  the 
right  of  purchase ;  and  whether,  in  the 
case  of  those  so  remaining,  he  will  repre- 
sent to  the  receiver  the  advisability,  in 
the  interests  of  the  estate,  of  accepting 
the  tenants'  offers,  and  let  the  sales  go 
through. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  number  of 
tenants  on  the  estate  who  have  not  been 
declared  purchasers  is  nineteen.  The 
right  to  purchase  has  not  been  denied 
to  any  of  these.  In  four  cases  the  Land 
Commission  decided  that  the  tenants 
should  buy  their  holdings  for  cash.  In 
seven  cases  the  Commissioners  required 
certain  holdings  to  be  consolidated  before 
making  advances.  In  the  r^natning 
eight  cases  no  applications  for  advances 
have  been  made. 

BelfMt  Water  Supply. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  (Kilkenny, 
N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Belfast  Water  Com- 
m'ssioners  have  compulsorily  taken  over 
some  hundreds  of  farms  within  the 
catchment  of  area  in  the  district  of 
Carrickfergus,  and  that,  although  it  is 
almost  a  year  since  evidence  was  taken 
before  the  arbitrator  for  the  purpose  of 
assessing  compensation  to  the  tenants, 
the  awards  have  not  yet  been  made; 
and,  if  so,  whether  in  view  of  the  incon- 
venience caused  by  the  delay,  the  arbi- 
trator will  be  requested  to  at  once  make 
his  awards. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  final  awards 
of  the  arbitrator  have  been  made  and 
published  in  respect  of  four  sections  of 
the  proposed  works.  The  award  in  the 
case  of  the  remaining  section  will  be 
completed  after  the  approaching  harvest. 
The  delay  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
tenants. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  (Hackney,  N.) : 
May  I  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
if  he  intends  to  proceed  with  the  Poor 
Prisoners'  Defence  Bill  ? 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Poor 
Prisoners'  Defence  Bill  is  in  an  exceptional 
position,  having  passed  the  Report  stage. 
I  hope,  in  the  circumstances,  it  will  be 

Sossible  to  pass  it  into  law,  but  I  cannot 
erogate  from  the  position  I  have  laid 
down,  that  unless  it  is  treated  as  uncon- 
troversial  it  cannot  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  under- 
stand it  is  intended  to  take  the  Third 
Reading  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  oa 
Friday. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  I  see  on  the  Orders, 
three  Bills  which  I  understood  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  indicate  would  be 
dropped.  Has  anything  occurred  to 
change  that  decision ) 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No.  The  Pre- 
vention of  Corruption  Bill ;  the  Bills  of 
Exchange  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  and  the 
Light  Railways  Bill  cannot  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  I  propose,  of  course,  to 
carry  over  the  Port  of  London  Bill. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  Would  it  not  be  well 
that  at  the  beginning  of  next  session  the 
House  should  meet  at  a  somewhat  later 
hour  than  two  o'clock,  seeing  that  there 
is  a  general  feeling  in  favour  of  such  an 
alteration  of  the  rule.  Would  it  not  be 
possible  to  agree  to  the  necessary  altera- 
tion of  the  rme  this  session. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  quite 
ready  to  meet  at  a  later  hour  provided 
that  public  business  be  begun  at  three 
o'clock  as  at  present.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Waterford,  however, 
is  quite  ready  to  meet  at  a  later  hour, 
but  is  not  ready  to  begin  public  businesa 
at  the  same  hour  as  at  present,  and  there- 
fore there  is  not  that  common  agreement 
on  the  matter  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  appears  to  suppose. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Glouceater- 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  What  will  be  the 
business  on  Thursday  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Indian 
Budget  will  be  taken  on  Thursday. 
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♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  There  is 
likely  to  bo  a  prolonged  aebate  on  the 
Indian  Budget  this  session  ? 

Mr.  a,  J.  BALFOUR:  I  recognise 
that  is  so. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Carmarthen 
Boroughs):  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man say  how  the  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  South  African  War  is 
going  on,  and  when  we  shall  have  the 
printed  Report  in  our  hands  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  That  is  a 
Question  of  which  I  should  have  notice, 
for  we  have  no  control  whatever  over  the 
proceedings  of  the  Commission. 

UGHT  LOAD  LINE. 
Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to 
the  Lords  to  request  that  their  Lordships 
will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  this 
House  a  copy  of  the  Report  from  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  by  their 
Lordships  on  the  Light  Load  Line,  with 
the  Proceedings  o!  the  Committee, 
Minutes  of  Evidence,  etc. — (Mr,  Gerald 
Balfow.) 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to,  Marriages 
Legalisation    Bill ;    Irish     Land     BUI ; 
Employment    of    Children    Bill,    with 
Amendments* 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
to-morrow,   and    to   be  printed.      [Bill 
322.] 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
323.] 

MILITARY  LANDS  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments   to  be  considered 
upon  Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill 

324.] 

IRISH  VALUATION  ACTS. 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
with  Minutes  of  Evidence,  brought  up, 
and  read  [Inquiry  not  completed]; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  337.] 
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ECCLESIASTICAL  SUITS  BILL. 
*'  To  repeal  certain  enactments  and 
otherwise  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Ecclesiastical  Suits,  *'  presented  by  Lord 
Hugh  Cecil ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Friday,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
321.] 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  ROBSON  (South  Shields)  said  he 
gathered  from  information  given  to  the 
House  that  a  substantial  number  of  the 
servants  of  the  State  were  engaged  in 
collecting  statistics  for  the  ostensible 
purpose  of  enabling  the  Government  to 
make  up  its  mind  as  to  what  was  to  be 
its  future  fiscal  policy.  The  collection 
of  statistics  for  such  a  purpose  must  be 
conducted  on  a  very  elaborate  and 
costly  scale,  at  the  expense  of  the  State, 
and  in  fact  out  of  funds  appropriated 
by  this  Bill  The  House  was  entitled 
and  even  bound  to  discuss  that  expendi- 
ture. Hitherto  the  House  had  not  been 
asked  to  authorise  the  expenditure  which 
they  were  informed  had  been  incurred. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  I  have  given 
no  information  to  that  effect,  and  I  do 
not  know  that  any  other  Minister  has. 
I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  such 
expenditure  incurred. 

Mr.  ROBSON  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  scarcely  have  reflected 
on  what  was  involved  in  the  information 
he  had  already  given.  They  had  been 
informed  that  tnis  inquiry  was  being 
conducted  by  the  servants  of  the  State. 
The  servants  of  the  State  were  paid  by 
that  House.  Therefore  this  inquiry  must 
be  additional  to  their  ordinary  work  of 
administration. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No.  Sir,  that 
is  a  mistake.  The  collection  of  statistical 
information  is  part  of  their  ordinary 
duties. 
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Mil  ROBSON  was  much  obliged  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  In  that  case,  the 
collection  of  statistics  for  a  general  inquiry 
into  the  fiscal  policy  was  part  of  the 
ordinary  duty  of  the  servants  of  the  State. 
Prior  to  that  answer,  there  might  have 
been  some  doubt  as  to  whether  the  ex- 
penditure on  these  inquiries  ought  not  to 
be  left  over  for  discussion  on  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates.  But  the  hesitancy 
and  uncertainty  that  had  existed  in  the 
in  the  minds  of  hon.  Members  of  the 
House  as  to  how  far  this  debate  would  be 
allowed  to  proceed  on  these  lines  must 
how  he  thought  disappear. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  It  must  not  be  taken 
by  the  hon.  Member  that  I  have  any 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  it  is  not  com- 
petent to  discuss  on  this  Bill  the  future 
fiscal  policy  of  the  Gk)vemment,  or  the 
merits  of  the  inquiry  which  is  to  be  gone 
into.  They  are  not  relevant  to  anything 
in  this  Bill.  If  it  were  otherwise,  it 
would  be  possible  on  a  statement,  or  even 
a  suggestion,  by  a  Minister,  that  in  the 
next  session  the  Government  proposed  to 
bring  in  a  particular  Bill,  to  discuss  that 
Bill,  or  the  policy  of  that  Bill,  on  the 
Appropriation  Bill,  of  the  preceding 
session.  Nothing  of  that  character  is 
permissible. 


Mr.  ROBSON  •  On  the  point  of  order, 
was  sure  the  Speaker  would  acquit  him 
either  of  contesting  his  ruling  or  unduly 
arguing  it ;  but  one  might,  in  a  matter  of 
such  interest  and  importance,  submit 
some  considerations  which  did  not  appear 
to  enter  into  the  observations  just  made 
from  the  Chair.  He  submitted  that  this 
was  a  matter  relating  to  the  ordinary 
expenditure  of  the  year,  and,  although  its 
ultimate  issue  in  legislation  might  not  be 
discussed,  the  expenditure  for  the  present 
was  an  administrative  act,  and,  like  every 
other  administrative  act  it  would  be  in 
order  to  refer  to  it  in  a  discussion  in  regard 
to  the  salary  of  any  particular  Ministercon- 
cemed.  That  consideration  alone  might 
be  conclusive  as  r^arded  the  practice  of 
the  House.  But  he  submitted  another. 
According  to  the  invariable  practice  of 
the  House,  the  Appropriation  Bill  had 
been  adopted  as  the  means  of  a  general 
discussion  of  not  merely  the  acts  of 
this  or  that  particular  Minister,  but  of 
the  acts  of  all  the  xMinisters  and  their 
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Departments  taken  together.  The 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  had  always 
seized  the  occasion  presented  by  this 
Bill  to  discuss  at  large  not  merely  the 
past  conduct  of  the  Ministry,  but  the 
conduct  of  the  Ministry  in  relation  to 
its  future  general  administrative  policy. 
Lord  Hartington  did  this  year  after 
year.  Mr.  Wsraeli  did  it  year  after 
year  when  Leader  of  the  Opposition; 
and  if  that  privilege  was  lost  one  of  the 
most  essential  and  vital  privileges  of 
the  House  would  be  gone.  This,  that, 
or  the  other  matter  might  be  discussed 
on  a  vote  of  censure,  but  for  a  discussion 
of  the  whole  policy  of  the  Administration 
they  had  only  the  Appropriation  Bill  or 
nothing.  He  had  every  confidence  that 
the  Speaker  desired  to  interpret  the 
traditions  of  the  House  in  a  sense 
conformable  to  its  general  practice,  but 
surely  there  could  be  very  little  doubt 
that  they  were  entitled  to  raise  the 
whole  policy  of  the  Ministiy  and  its 
administrative  acts  on  that  occasion. 
That  the  direction  of  this  inquiry  was 
an  administrative  act  was  clear  from 
the  statement  just  made  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury.  If  they  had  not 
the  power  to  discuss  that  act,  then  they 
had  not  got  the  power  possessed  by 
every  other  legislative  Assembly  in  the 
world  of  discussing  on  some  occasion 
the  whole  policy  of  the  Ministry.  It 
could  not  surely  be  said  that  their 
power  to  raise  the  discussion  depended 
entirely  on  the  will  of  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  with  regard  to  a  vote 
of  censure.  It  should  be  a  part  of  their 
regular  procedure.  He  submitted  it 
hi^  alwavs  been  a  part  of  their  procedure, 
and  if  they  were  not  allowed  now  to 
adopt  it  the  House  would  lose  a 
privilege  and  right  which  was  essential 
to  the  proper  performance  of  its  duties 
to  its  constituents. 


Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) 
asked  whether  it  would  not  be  in  order 
on  the  Appropriation  Bill  to  bring  in 
an  Amendment  censuring  a  particular 
Minister ;  whether,  if  that  were  in  order, 
it  would  not  also  be  in  order  to  comment 
on  the  conduct  of  a  particular  Minister ; 
and  whether  that  would  not  only  apply 
to  the  conduct  and  administration  of  a 
particular  Department,   but  also  to  so 
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much  of  his  political  conduct  as  was 
reasonably  relevant,  and  to  the  confidence 
the  House  felt  in  a  Minister  or  any  body 
of  Ministers. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  My  answer  to  the 
noble  Lord  would  partly  depend  on  the 
meaning  to  be  attached  to  the  words 
'•reasonably  relevant."  With  reference 
to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Shields,  if  I  thought  that— if  there 
^as  the  slightest  doubt  in  my  mind  as 
to  whether  or  not — by  any  ruling  of 
mine  I  was  taking  away  any  piivilege 
of  the  House,  the  House  will  believe 
that  I  would  not  run  any  risk  of  doing 
«o;  but  I  am  confident  that,  whenever 
the  question  has  been  raised,  it  has 
Always  been  ruled  that  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill  stands  exactly  in  the  same 
position  as  other  Bills.  Whatever  is 
debated  must  be  relevant  to  the  clauses 
of  the  Bill.  The  hon.  Member  justly 
«ays  this  Bill  includes  the  salaries  of  the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown,  and  therefore, 
their  administrative  conduct  may  be 
discussed  on  the  Appropriation  Bill.  But 
the  right  goes  no  further.  The  hon. 
Member's  proposal,  as  I  understand  it,  is 
to  go  further  than  that,  and  to  discuss 
the  collection  of  information  with  a  view 
to  a  policy  which  can  only  be  carried  out 
by  legislation  in  a  future  session.  I  do 
not  think  anything  the  hon.  Member  has 
said  is  an  answer  to  what  I  have  said  as  to 
such  a  proceeding.  If  it  were  pro- 
posed to  bring  in  a  Redistribution  Bill  in 
a  future  session,  and  somebody  asked  a 
question  in  answer  to  which  he  learned 
that  clerks  in  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
other    offices  were    being  employed    in 

gjtting  up  statistics  with  regard  to  popu- 
tion  and  so  forth,  you  cannot,  on  tnat 
answer,  claim  to  discuss  the  proposed 
legislation  of  the  future  session.  That  is 
the  ground  on  which  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  hon.  Member  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fifeshire,  R):  On  the 
point  of  order,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ^ther  from 
your  ruling  that  it  would  be  m  order  on 
the  Appropriation  Bill  to  discuss  the 
administrative  action  or  inaction  of  any 
particular  Minister.  May  I  not  also  sub- 
mit to  you  that  it  is  clearly  in  order  on 
the  Appropriation  Bill  to  discuss  the 
action  or  inaction  of  the  Government,  as 
a  whole,  in  their  administrative  capacity  ? 
If,  for  the  sake  of  hypothesis,  the  Govern- 


ment as  a  whole  propose  in  their  ad- 
ministrative capacity  to  undertake  a 
particular  inquiry  into  a  particular  sub- 
ject matter,  and  if,  for  the  purposes  of 
that  inquiry,  the  services  of  persons  in  the 
employment  of  the  State,  whose  salaries 
and  expenses  are  paid  by  this  House,  are 
admitted  to  be  necessary,  is  it  not  within 
the  competence  of  the  House,  on  the 
Appropriation  Bill,  to  discuss  the  circum- 
stances out  of  which  the  inquiry  has 
arisen,  the  manner  in  which  it  is  being 
conducted,  and  the  results  which  it  is 
likely  to  produce,  entirely  without 
reference  to  any  legislative  proposal  which 
may  hereafter  be  produced  t 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  do  not  think  it  is 
possible  to  debate  the  question  entirely 
without  reference  to  legislative  action. 
A  debate  on  the  inquiry  as  to  the 
future  policy  is  a  debate  on  the  policy 
itself.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  the 
debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  Do  I  understand 
you  to  rule  it  is  not  open  to  us  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill  to  discuss  whether  or  not  there  is 
any  necessity  for  such  an  inquiry  to 
take  place  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Yes,  exactly  in  the 
same  way  in  which  it  is  not  open  to  the 
House  on  the  Appropriation  Bill  to  dis- 
cuss whether  or  not  there  is  any  neces- 
sity for  collecting  information  for  9* 
Redistribution  Bill. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs)  said  he  was  not  contesting  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair,  but  he  had  a  new 
point. 

♦Mr.J  speaker  :  I  hope  it  is  a  new 
point.  I  hope  there  will  be  an  end  to 
this  discussion  after  the  ruling  I  have 
given. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  he  should 
Uke  to  ask  whether  they  could  discuss 
the  inquiry  itself  without  any  reference 
at  all  to  its  object  or  method. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  if  any  hon. 
Member  could  discuss  the  question 
without  reference  to  future  legislation 
he  should  hear  him,  and  he  would  inter- 
vene when  he  thought  it  right. 
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Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldj  Burghs) 
said  he  had  a  Question  to  ask  with 
reference  to  the  action  of  the  Treasury 
officials. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order.  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Shields  is  in 
possession  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ROBSON  said  he  did  not  propose 
to  proceed,  having  regard  to  the  limited 
scope  to  which  the  ruling  of  the  Speaker 
confined  the  discussion. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  asked  whether  any 
report  had  been  received  from  any 
Treasury  official  in  response  to  the 
inquiry  by  the  Government  for  such  a 
Return,  and  if  it  had  been  received  what 
was  its  character,  and  would  it  be  made 
public.  He  wished  to  point  out  that  the 
permanent  officials  were  the  servants  of 
the  House,  paid  by  the  House,  and  the 
House  therefore  had  a  right  to  inquire 
as  to  how  they  discharged  their  duties. 
If  Returns  had  been  made  with  regard 
to  the  fiscal  policy  of  this  country  they 
were  of  an  important  character,  and  it 
was  desirable  that  the  House  should 
know  the  purport  of  them.  He  would 
ask  further  if  any  Returns  had  been 
received  from  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
would  they  be  published. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  published  a  good 
deal  of  information  with  regard  to  the 
hours  of  labour,  wages,  and  the  con- 
ditions of  employment  in  particular 
trades  of  particular  d  stricts  at  home, 
and  also  some  invaluable  documents 
with  regard  to  trade  abroad.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  the  Board,  in  the 
course  of  the  inquiry  it  was  now  con- 
ducting, could  extend  that  information 
with  respect  to  all  trades  in  France  and 
Grermany;  and  also  give  particulars  as 
to  the  cost  of  living  abroad.  It  was 
very  difficult  to  discover  from  the  official 
documents  of  the  Board  of  Trade  what 
the  real  condition  of  the  trade  of  the 
country  was.  He  had  been  told  that 
the  method  of  obtaining  these  statis- 
tics was  not  reUable.  Information 
with  regard  to  the  shipping,  engineering 
and  textile  trades  was  obtained  only 
from  particular  districts,  but  now  that 
so  much  importance    attached    to   the 


subject     the    information     should      be 
obtained  from  the  whole  country  and 
not   from   particular  districts.    It   was 
very    desirable   to  let  the  public  know 
what   was    the    aggregate    amount   of. 
wages  earned  in  this  country,  also  as  to 
the  cost  of  living  abroad  and  the  hours  of 
labour.   He  should  like  to  know,  further,, 
how  the  figures  with  regard  to  exports 
and    imports    were  arrived   at     There 
ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  accu- 
rate official   information  as  to  the  cao^ 
dition  of  our  trade.    On  the  face  of  it, 
the  position  seemed  to  be  that  we  were 
losing  something  like  £1 50,000,000.    It 
was  very  desirable  to  have  a   balance- 
sheet.     He  was  told  that  this  country 
was  earning  between  £70,000,000    and 
£80,000,000  in  respect  of  shipping.    The 
trade  Returns  showed  nothing  of  that. 
Then,   as  to   our   investments   abroad. 
He   was  told  we   had  invested   abroad 
some  £200,000,000.    [A  Voice  :  More.) 
Very   well    then,  let  the    House     and 
the  country  be    informed.      All      this 
information     ought    to     be   published 
year     after  year  so     that    the    nation 
might  be  able  at   any   moment  to  see 
what    its     commercial    position      was. 
That  was    the  most   effective    way    to 
stop    these    foolish    panics    about    our 
trade.     We    heard  a   good   deal  about 
our  trade   abroad,    but    we   got    little 
information  about  our  trade  at  home. 
The  Board  of  Trade  ought  to  make  it 
its>  business  to  get  statistics  with  r^ard 
to  the  value  of  our  industries  at  home. 
In  the  case  of  Canada  and  the  United 
States     the     fullest    information     was 
collected  by  the  Government  and  issued 
in  Parliamentary   Papera     Why   could 
not  the  same  be  done  in  this  country  t 
I  think  that  with  regard  to  **  dumping'* 
we  could  get  a  lot  of  information.    This 
is  a  sort  of  thing  which  is  very  mislead- 
ing unless  you  get  accurate  information. 
I  think  we  should  get  this  information  in 
our  official   books.     We   hear  a  great 
deal  about  Germany  sending  sted  bars 
and  how  that  affects  certain  industries. 
We  want  information  as  to  how  it  acts 
for  the    benefit   of    another    industry. 
This  is  the  sort  of  in  ormation  which 
the  President  of   the    Board  of  Trade 
knows  can  be  obtained  and  ought  to  be 
obtained  and    published.      I    am    sure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  the 
first  to  admit  that  it  is  important  that 
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these  books  should  be  brought  up  to 
date  and  made  more  complete.  Take 
for  instance  steel  bars  which  we  call 
"dumped"  from  Germany.  You  will 
not  get  in  the  Board  of  Trade  books  the 
fact  that  these  steel  bars  dumped  here 
have  been,Jkeeping  the  tin  plate  trade  in 
this  country  al  ve.  That  is  the  kind  of 
information  we  want,  and  which  I  hope 
will  be  published.  I  may  say,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  this  has  no  reference 
whatever  to  fiscal  inquiry,  but  I  am 
simply  asking  that  these  books  should 
be  brought  up-to-date,  because  this  is 
one  way  of  exploding  the  road  theories 
which  are  in  the  air  now. 

The  Prime  Minister  has  been  taking 
soundings  for  the  last  few  months,  and! 
should  like  to  know  if  he  has  yet  discovered 
where  he  is  and  when  he  is  going  to 
publish  all  this  information.  I  understand 
that  he  is  going  to  publish  certain  figures 
with  regard  to  our  trade.  I  think  1  am 
entitled  to  ask  when  that  information  is 
going  to  be  published  and  whether  it  will 
be  published  by  the  Board  of  Trade  or  by 
the  Cabinet  as  a  whole.  What  steps  are 
the  Board  of  Trade  taking  to  obtain  a  full 
knowledge  with  regard  to  the  position  of 
our  industries  1  Are  they  obtaining  full 
information  with  regard  to  shipbuilding  1 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  our  ship- 
building industry  will  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  inquiry,  and  what  condition 
it  is  in  and  whether  its  prosperity  is  not 
very  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  we  are 
importing  cheap  steel  bars  from  abroad. 
The  House  and  the  country  ought  to  be 
in  possession  of  these  facts.  Nobody  is 
afraid  of  inquiry  and  all  we  want  is  a 
bond  fide  inquiry  and  not  one  which  is 
conducted  within  sealed  doors.  We  are 
quite  willing  to  take  the  information 
given  to  us  by  the  Government,  and  we 
want  all  these  facts  and  figures ;  we  do 
not,  however,  want  them  given  partially, 
or  with  any  bias,  but  we  want  information 
that  extends  all  round  and  gives  the  con- 
dition of  wages  in  this  country.  I  see 
that  the  statistics  of  the  wages  of  the 
stonemasons  are  published  this  year.  But 
you  cannot  produce  figures  for  a  fair 
comparison  unless  they  are  complete,  aixd 
that  is  the  sort  of  information  we  want.  I 
trust  the  right  hon.  gentleman  will  not 
get  information  which  is  sufficient  for  him 
to  make  up  his  own  mind  because  we 
want  complete  information.     I  believe  the 


Cabinet  are  collecting  lots  of  information* 
and  I  should  like  to  know  when  he  is 
going  to  publish  it.  I  heard  something 
stat^  about  September.  Is  the  Cabinet 
going  to  consider  what  they  are  goin^  to 
publish,  and  are  they  going  to  decide  wnat 
information  will  be  useful  and  what  is 
not  ?  I  believe  there  is  going  to  be  a 
Cabinet  Council  held,  and  it  is  going  to  be 
opened  at  Sheffield  at  the  beginning  of 
October.  No  doubt  the  Prime  Minister 
will  call  upon  the  Colonial  Secretary  to 
open  the  matter,  and  we  should  have 
somebody  replying  upon  the  whole  thing. 
We  ought  to  get  the  information  ourselves, 
and  I  hope  the  Prime  Minister  will  give 
it  as  soon  as  he  possibly  can  and  get  evi- 
dence, not  depending  upon  anonymous 
letters  in  The  Times  bv  Revenue  officials 
which  carry  no  weight — and  which  are 
written  by  persons  who  are  probably  not 
Revenue  officiak  at  all — but  something, 
that  will  be  given  upon  the  responsibility 
of  a  responsible  Department  like  the  Board 
of  Trade  or  the  Treasury.  That  is  the 
sort  of  information  we  want,  and  if  we 
get  that  I  do  not  think  we  need  fear  the 
result. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  perfectly 
true,  as  I  have  told  the  House  over  and 
over  again,  and  even  this  afternoon,  that 
the  Board  of  Trade  are  supplementing  the 
not  inconsiderable  body  of  information 
they  already  publish  annually;  and  I 
have  also  tola  the  House  on  previous 
occasions  that  we  trust  a  considerable 
instalment  of  the  Papers  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  Members  at  no  distant 
date.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that 
it  is  not  only  the  collection  of  figures 
and  the  preparation  of  statistical  tables 
that  is  involved,  but  the  verification  of 
the  figures,  afterHhe  proofs  have  been 
prepared,  is  itself  a  very  long  and  very 
responsible  duty.  It  would  be  very 
unfortunate  if  the  Board  of  Trade  were  to 
issue  figures  which  might  be  inaccurate, 
when  by  waiting  a  few  weeks  longer  they 
could  be  revised. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  allow  me  to  ask  him  to  be  a 
little  more  specific.  What  does  he  mean 
by  the  phrase  *^  at  no  distant  date  ? " 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  follow  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  am  at  the 
beginning  of  my  speech,  not  at  the  end 
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of  it,  and  I  hope  he  will  allow  me  to 
reply.  I  hope  that  certainly  in  the 
course  of  the  next  four  weeks — I  will 
not  pledge  myself  to  the  date — there  will 
be  a  very  large  and  very  important 
instalment  of  information  in  addition  to 
the  information  which  the  Board  of  Trade 
already  publish.  This  will  not  necessarily 
conclude  the  investigation.  I  have  no 
doubt  whatever  that  when  this  instal- 
ment, this  body  of  Papers,  is  published, 
there  will  be  other  subjects,  and  they 
will  themselves  probably  surest  other 
-subjects  on  which  the  feoara  of  Trade 
may  very  properly  exercise  themselves. 
I  daresay  such  other  subjects  will  suggest 
themselves  to  the  Grovemment,  and  I 
daresay  they  will  suggest  subjects  to 
Members  on  both  sides  and  to  inde- 
^ndent  critics  in  the  country.  We  have 
no  desire  whatever  except  to  give  all  the 
information  in  our  power  to  the  House 
and  the  country,  in  order  to  enable  them 
to  make  up  their  minds,  so  far  as  statistics 
will  give  the  desired  knowledge,  upon  any 
important  problem  that  may  have  been 
raised  or  may  be  hereafter  raised.  On 
some  of  those  points  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  will  obtain  great 
enlightenment  from  the  volume  about  to 
be  published.  But  it  must  be  remembered 
that  it  is  most  desirable,  when  dealing 
with  GU)vemment  Departments,  that  you 
should  not  allow  the  region  of  conjecture 
to  play  too  great  a  part.  There  are  some 
statistical  works  which  must  have  con- 
jecture in  them,  and,  if  that  is  clearly  set 
out  as  an  element  of  doubt,  there  may  be 
great  advantage  in  introducing  a  certain 
amount  of  the  conjectural  element.  But 
it  ought  to  be  done  cautiously — and  for 
this  reason.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
very    violent    feeling    existing    at    the 

F resent  moment.  How  long  it  will  last 
do  not  know.  I  see  it  reflected  in  the 
agitated  minds  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  As  soon  as  you  get  public 
opinion  into  a  heated  and  excited  condi- 
tion it  is  all  important  that  you  should 
keep  the  permanent  Civil  Service  of  this 
country  outside  the  vortex.  For  my 
part,  and  I  think  I  can  speak  for  all  my 
colleagues,  we  are  clearly  of  opinion  that 
that  is  our  first  duty.  If  you  are  going 
to  ask  the  Departments  to  prepare  Papers 
into  which  very  large  conjectural, 
theoretical,  and  controversial  elements 
*nter,  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  do  it 
without  introducing  the  personal  equa- 
Mr,  A.  /.  Balfour, 


tion,  or  how  it  is  possible  to  ask  them 
to  deal  with  the  subject  in  that  way 
without  endangering*  that  absolutely 
non-Party  aild  impartial  attitude  of 
mind  which  is  the  safety  of  our  per- 
manent Civil  Service.  Therefore  I 
would  never  think  of  asking  a  public 
Department  to  provide  the  public  with 
information  for  a  theoretical  discussion 
on  questions  that  have  been  raised 
or  anything  which  contained  too 
much  of  the  theoretical  element. 
I  believe  hon.  Members  opposite,  if  they 
can  consider  this  subject  apart  from  the 
rather  heated  atmosphere  in  which  it  has 
been  started,  will  agree  that  the  rules  I 
have  laid  down  are  the  right  ones.  It 
is  a  limited  consideration  when  we  are 
dealing  with  some  of  the  information 
which  is  constantly  asked  for,  but  subject 
to  that,  and  to  the  inherent  difficulties 
which  necessarily  attach  to  a  great  deal 
of  the  statistical  work,  we  are  only  too 

flad  within  the  physical  capacity  of  the 
department  that  the  information  which 
the  House  and  the  country  desire  shouM 
be  supplied.  I  do  not  think  that  I  can 
add  anything  useful  to  these  observations. 
A  considerable  amount  of  information 
asked  for  is  in  the  Papers  published,  and 
I  am  sure  that  if  the  hon.  Member  will 
communicate  with  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment his  inquiry  will  receive  that  con- 
sideration which  it  undoubtedly  deserves, 
I  understand  that  this  question  has  been 
raised  on  the  salary  of  the  President  of  the 
]3oard  of  Trade.  I  have  seen  something 
of  the  work  of  that  Department,  and  I 
can  assure  the  House  that  there  is  not  a 
more  hard-working  and  more  absolutely 
impartial  body  of  men.  At  all  events,  I 
have  not  the  smallest  idea  what  the 
opinion  of  any  single  official  is  in  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  any  of  these  con 
troversial  questions.  I  have  never  asked 
them,  never  put  a  leading  question  to 
them,  and  they  have  never  proffered  an 
opinion.  That  is  the  proper  way  to  deal 
with  a  public  Department,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  be  supported  in  that  policy. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  There  were  two 
remarks  that  fell  from  the  Prime  Minister 
which  I  think  justify  the  closeness  of  the 
inquiry  addressed  to  him,  and  justify  my 
hon.  friends  who  have  raised  this  very 
limited  debate  The  Prime  Minister  said 
that  the  results  of  this  inquiry  will  be 
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published  at  no  distant  date,  and  in  reply 
to  the  interruption  across  the  Table  of 
my  right  hon.  friend,  he  was  precise  and 
said  that  within  the  next  four  weeks  a 
considerable  portion  of  this  inquiry,  if  not 
the  whole,  would  be  in  the  hands  of 
Members.  Now  the  Leader  of  the  other 
House  said  he  had  every  hope  that  before 
the  end  of  the  session  the  greater  portion 
of  the  information  would  be  furnished. 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUE:  I  can  assure 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  that  the  Board  of 
Ti-ade  has  been  working  as  hard  as  it  is 
physically  possible  for  men  to  do,  and  the 
thing  could  not  be  done. 

*SiR  CHAKLES  DILKE  :  We  are  not 
responsible  for  the  way  in  which  this 
inquiry  has  been  forced  upon  the  Board 
of  Trade,  nor  for  the  suddenness  with 
which  the  issue  has  been  raised.  The 
other  remark  of  the  Prime  Minister  was 
where  he  spoke  of  the  part  played  by  the 
conjectural  element.  He  said  the  element 
of  conjecture  should  be  used  cautiously. 
Our  complaint  is  that  the  element  of 
conjecture  has  not  been  used  cautiously. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  which  Re- 
turn of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  it  not 
been  used  cautiously  ? 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  am  in  the 
hands  of  the  House,  and  I  deplore  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  forcing  this 
question  upon  the  country.  In  my 
opinion  it  is  a  matter  we  should  have 
been  able  to  discuss.  The  Prime  Minister 
says  that  the  element  of  conjecture  should 
be  used  cautiously. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  Government  Official 
Returns. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  he  speaks  for  all  nis 
colleagues  in  this  direction,  and  yet  when 
it  is  being  attempted  to  show  that  the 
suddenness  with  wnich  the  matter  has  been 
forced  upon  the  country,  and  that  the 
disturbance  to  trade  the  raising  of  the 
issue  has  produced,  has  been  the  act  of  a 
single  Minister,  other  Ministers  are  going 
round  the  country  saying  that  it  is  for 
this  reason  that  they  support  the  Colonial 
Secretary  in  the  wise  declarations  he  has 
made.     I  think  the  House  will  see  that 


the  element  of  conjecture  has  not  beea 
used  with  that  caution  which  the  Prime 
Minister  promised  for  all  his  colleagues. 
We  hold  the  Government  responsible  for 
having  disturbed  the  trade  of  the  country,, 
by  the  manner  in  which  they  have  forced 
this  question  on  the  country. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL :  I  understand  that 
we  are  entitled  to  refer  to  the  salaries  of 
ministers.     The  Bill  includes  the  salary  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,, 
who  has  been  officially  declared  to  have- 
given  a  general  approval  to  the  issue  of  a 
very    large    number    of    leaflets,    which  . 
certainly  import  into  the  inquiry  a  very 
large  amount  of  the  conjectural  element. 
We  are  reasonably  entitled  to  complain 
that  a  Minister   of    the  Crown  should 
approve  of  private  uttei*ances  on  a  public 
question  when   the  Government  of  the^ 
day  are  supposed  to  be  conducting  an 
inquiry.     I  am  auite  unable  to  under- 
stand why  it  is  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  the  Treasury  are  confined  rigidly  to 
official  utterances  and  official  documents, 
and    the    Secretary    of    State    for    the 
Colonies    is    allowed    larger    discretion,, 
and  is  allowed    to  publish  on  a   scale 
of  almost  legendary  magnitude,  leaflets, 
alleged   by    those     who  act    with    him 
to  be  no  less  numerous  than  50,000,000^ 
and  to  distribute  them  broadcast  over  the 
whole  country,  as  a  contribution,  I  sup- 
pose, to  the  inquiry.     I  really  think  hon. 
Members  of  this  House  are  very  closely 
concerned    with    the    assumption    by  a 
Minister  of  the  right  at  once  to  use  the 
prestige  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  and 
the  liberty  of  a  private  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment.    I  do  not  believe  there    is  any 
precedent  in  the  whole  of  our  constitu- 
tional history  for  such  a  proceeding,  and 
it  creates  an  aspect  of  the  matter  about 
which  we  are  entitled  to  comment  this 
afternoon,  and  which  evidently  affects  the 
confidence  we  are  able  to  feel  in  that 
Minister.     The  position  in  which  we  are 
placed 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  On  a  point  of 
order,  Mr.  Speaker.  Do  I  understand  it- 
would  be  in  order  for  any  Member  of  the 
House  to  discuss  the  salary  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  1 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) :  Oh ;  muzzle  the  House  of  Com* 
mons. 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :   The  question  /  the  attitude  which  my  right  hon.  friend 


I  am  putting  is  whether  it  is  in  order  for 
the  House  to  discuss  the  salary  of  a 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  ground  of  the 
distribution  of  pamphlets  by  an  associa- 
tion of  which  that  Secretary  of  State 
happens  to  be  the  president. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  :  And  which  his 
colleagues  say  are  issued  with  his  general 
approval. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  I  do  not  know  what 
the  facts  are.  They  seem  to  hi  in 
dispute ;  but  what  I  have  said  is  that  it  is 
not  competent  to  discuss  a  policy  which 
is,  I  presiune,  set  forth  in  those  leaflets. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  May  I  further 
ask  whether  it  is  competent  for  the  House 
to  discuss  this  alleged  action,  not  under- 
taken by  the  Colonial  Secretary  as  an 
administrative  act,  on  his  salary  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  do  not  think,  so 
far,  the  noble  Lord  is  out  of  order. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL :  My  right  hon. 
friend's  repugnance  to  discussion  carries 
him  now  almost  to  the  point  of  extrava- 
gance.      The    mere    approach    to    any 
criticism  of  the  policy  of  his  colleague, 
the   mere   suggestion   that    a    finger-tip 
should  be  laidiipon  so  fragile  a  subject, 
leads  my  light  hon.  friend  to  seek  by 
every  means  in  his  power  to  restrict  and 
limit  within  the  closest  dimensions  the 
deliberative  powers  of  the  House.     His  is 
the  policy  of  silence  ;  let  his  .also  be  the 
discredit  of  it.     It  is  not  we  who  are 
afraid  of  discussing  this  matter  to  the 
bottom.     I  will  not  enter  in  any  length 
upon  the  issue  of  these   leaflets,  but  I 
think  that  this  debate  ought  not  to  close 
without    a  protest  against   the   extraor- 
dinary   use    which    the    Secretary    of 
State    for    the    Colonies    has    made    of 
his    official    position.      The    right    hon. 
Gentleman  is  combining  together  all  the 
resources   which  are  not  his  own,  and 
which  are  given  to  him  by  the  House 
and    by     many     hon.    Members    who 
strongly  disapprove  of  the  poUcy  he  is 
pursuing — combining  the   prestige  of  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  with  the  liberty 
•stretched  to  its  utmost  limits  which  an 
ordinary  poUtician  may  exercise  in  the 
-discussion  of  political  matters.    It  is  a 
<  constitutional  scandal  scarcely  less  than 


the  Prime  Minister  takes  up  in  respect  of 
all  proposals  to  discuss  the  policy  which 
has  been  thrust  upon  the  country. 

Mr.  ASQUITH:  This  discussion  is  so 
unreal  in  many  of  its  aspects  that  I  do 
not  think  it  need  be  prolonged,  but  I 
rise  merely  to  take  note  of  one  or  two 
observations  of  the  Prime  Minister.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  that  this  information, 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
promised  to  us  on  the  highest  authority, 
and  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  before 
Parliament  was  prorogued,  is  to  see  the 
light  within  the  next  four  weeks.  Let  us 
all  take  note  of  that.  In  the  second 
place,  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  assurance  that  the  informal 
tion,  when  it  is  furnished  on  the 
authority  of  the  Departments,  will  be 
information  confined  to  facts  and  not 
conjectures  or  hypotheses  or  theoretical 
inferences. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  What  I  said 
was  that  we  desired  to  have  as  little 
conjecture  or  hypothesis  lying  at  the 
root  of  these  matters  as  possible.  We 
cannot  avoid  conjecture  altogether. 

Mr.  ASQUITH :  I  must  confess  that 

this  inquiry  now  assumes  gigantic  and 

interminable  proportions,  because  we  are 

told  that,  if  the  information  given  is  not 

satisfactory,   it  will  be  open   to  anyone 

to  ask  for   further    information     and 

develop  further  sources  of    supply,   to 

increase    the    quantity     of    facts     and 

inferences    given    to    the    public.       It 

appears     to     me    ,that    the     position 

of    the    Government    in    this     matter 

is  going  very    much   to  resemble  that 

of    persons  puffing   a  great    work    of 

reference.    The  more  questions  you  ask 

the  more  gratified  they  will  be,  the  more 

copies  they  will  be  prepared  to  supply, 

and  the  larger  the  body  of  information 

they  will  be  enabled  to  supply  to  the 

country.      But  there  is  a  question  to 

which    we    should  like  to    have   some 

definite  answer.    When  is  the  inquiry  to 

be  concluded  ?    I  am  not  asking  for  a 

date,  but  for  a  logical  term  to  this  process 

of  what  appears  to  be  an  interminable 

investigation,  because  it  is  of  the  utmost 

importance,  having  regard  to  the  vast 

issues  raised,  that  we  should  have  some 
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indication  as  to  when  the  information 
wUch  the  Government  has  vouchsafed 
will  be  completed,  and  when  the  country 
will  be  asked  to  come  to  a  final  decision 
with  reference  to  this  matter  I  am 
afraid  we  cannot  carry  the  question  any 
further  to-day,  and  that  we  must  be 
grateful  for  the  promise  we  have  received. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.)  :  I  am 
sorry  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  himself 
is  not  here  to  take  part  in  the  discussion. 
Whv  does  he  keep  hiding  himself  be- 
hind what  are  called  "  Rules  of  Order  1 " 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Why  should 
lie  be  here  1 

Mr.  CLANCY  (DubUn  County,  N.) :  In- 
asmuch* as  the  discussion  on  the  fiscal 
question  appears  to  be  over,  I  want  to 
<lirect  attention  to  some  Irish  interests. 
Within  the  last  few  days  a  petition  was 
presented  to  the  Irish  Government  to 
'establish  Registration  Revision  Courts  at 
Dalkey  and  Killiney,  in  the  County  of 
Dublin,  and  although  that  request  had 
been  supported  by  the  two  local  councils 
elected  by  the  people,  the  answer  of  the 
Government  has  been  in  the  negative.  I 
think,  for  my  own  part,  that  had  a  similar 
request  been  made  by  any  local  body  in 
England  there  would  have  been  no  hesita- 
tion whatever  in  granting  it  This  refusal 
casts  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  manner 
and  spirit  in  which  the  government  of 
Ireland  is  carried  on.  The  fact  is  that 
this  same  Dublin  constitutency  is  one  of 
two  or  three  in  Ireland  in  which  there  is 
A  balance  of  Parties  gn  the  electoral  lists, 
^nd  if  either  side  is  able  to  buy  the 
Oovernment  of  the  day,  it  is  possible,  by 
manipulation  of  one  land  or  another,  to 
secure  the  victoryintheRe  vision  Court,  and 
therefore  at  the  polls.  In  South  Dublin 
the  Unionist  party  is  in  the  majority,  but 
they  refused  to  re-elect  a  member  of  the 
present  Government,  Mr.  Horace  Plunkett, 
BO  extreme  are  these  gentlemen  in  their 
Tiews.  That  party  have  made  up  their 
mind  to  capture  that  constitutency  per  fas 
H  nefas,  and  the  Government,  instead  of 
standing  impartially  between  the  con- 
tending parties,  have  deliberately  taken 
«ides  with  one  of  them.  I  say  that 
deliberately,  and  that  that  party  is  the 
Orange  party.  As  I  have  said,  two  of  the 
local  councils  have  petitioned  foraRevision 
Court ;  and  why  should  not  facilities  be 


f;iven  to  the  people  to  record  their  votes  i 
s  there  any  treason  in  making  a  request 
of  that  kind  ?  Would  there  be  anything 
against  the  Constitution  in  granting  it 
without  a  moment's  hesitation  ?  I  defy 
the  Attorney-General  or  the  Solicitor- 
General  to  mention  a  single  instance  in 
which  the  request  of  the  elected  councils 
would  not  be  granted  without  more  ado  I 
These  coimcils  are  of  great  account  when 
loyal  addresses  are  to  be  presented  to  the 
King  when  he  comes  over  to  Ireland,  or 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  when  he  comes  into 
the  district.  When  they  resolve  to  present 
these  addresses  they  are  lauded  to  the 
skies  and  told  that  thev  are  great  and 
important  bodies  ;  but  when  they  ask  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Revision  Court  for 
the  registration  of  voters  in  their  own 
district,  they  are  kicked  downstairs  by 
Dublin  Castle  as  if  they  were  rebels. 
Possibly,  if  they  had  been  more  rebellious 
than  they  are,  adifierent  answer  would  have 
been  returned  to  them.  As  I  have  stated, 
the  Government  are  in  league  with  the 
officials  of  the  Unionist  Registration 
Association  of  South  Dublin.  I  state 
that  deliberately  ;  and  I  say  that  it  is 
within  the  knowledge,  at  any  rate,  of  one 
of  the  two  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown ;  and 
I  further  say  that  it  is  because  they  are 
in  league  with  them  that  they  are  bound 
to  refuse  a  Registration  Revision  Court 
at  Dalkey,  unless  leave  is  given  to  them 
from  the  headquarters  in  Dublin.  Is  not 
that  a  scandal  1  Is  that  the  way  in  which 
the  battle  of  the  Union  is  going  to  be 
fought  in  Ireland  1  We  are  told  that  we 
have  a  Constitution  and  that  we  should 
play  the  same  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
Constitution  ;  but  when  we  play  the 
game  according  to  the  Constitution 
we  find  the  other  party  playing 
with  loaded  dice,  and  that  Ihey 
are  indulging  in  practices  in  which  they 
would  not  dare  to  indulge  in  England. 
I  do  not  expect  that  my  remarks  will 
have  much  effect  on  the  Orange  party  in 
the  Government,  but  I  make  them  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  into  view  the 
manner  and  spirit  in  which  Ireland  is 
governed.  No  matter  what  is  said  here ; 
no  matter  what  reception  is  given  to  the 
Ring  and  Queen  in  Ireland ;  Ireland  is 
governed  in  the  same  way  it  has  been 
ruled  for  the  last  100  years. 

There  is  another  topic  which  was  dis- 
cussed, unfortimately  in  my  absence,  last 
night,  because  I  represent  the  county  which 
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is  concerned  most  in  it.  The  Government 
have  taken  lately  to  refuse  to  pay  a  sum 
of  about  £700  in  respect  of  rates  for 
Phoenix  Park,  Dublin.  That  is  justified 
on  the  ground  that,  in  England,  a  similar 

rrk  had  been  treated  in  the  same  way. 
am  not  sure  that  the  statement  is 
correct  that  any  park  in  England  has 
been  treated  in  the  same  way  as  Phoenix 
Park.  I  know  the  case  of  Brockwell 
Park,  for  I  have  taken  care  to  read  up 
the  law  reports  upon  it.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  be  a  legal  authority,  but,  still,  I 
maintain  that  there  is  the  widest  possible 
distinction  between  the  two  cases.  I 
invite  the  attention  of  the  Attorney- 
General  to  this  matter.  I  do  not  think 
that,  as  an  Irishman,  he  can  complacently 
look  on  the  abstraction  of  £700  a  year 
from  the  County  of  Dublin,  and  the  rate- 
payers of  the  city  of  Dublin.  I  have  been 
honoured  on  two  or  three  occasions  by 
my  colleagues  by  being  asked  to  intro- 
duce into  this  House  the  question  of  the 
financial  relations  between  Ireland  and 
Great  Britain,  but  have  declined.  How- 
ever, I  have  been  thinking  over  the 
matter  since  and  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
County  of  Dublin  is  the  proper  person, 
because  that  county  has  been  the  subject 
of  special  ill-treatment  in  financial  matters 
at  the  hands  of  the  Government  of  the 
day.  What  did  the  Government  actually 
do  1  They  revalued  the  county  of 
Dublin  in  anticipation  of  a  certain  valua- 
tion Bill  which  was  to  be  introduced 
into  Parliament ;  and  they  compelled  the 
ratepayers  of  the  County  of  Dublin  to 
pay  the  costs !  The  operation  was  entirely 
illegal ;  and  although  it  was  so,  the  money 
which  was  extracted  from  the  ratepayers 
of  the  county  of  Dublin  has  never  been 
refunded  to  them.  The  pretence  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  last  night,  as 
it  has  been  the  pretence  of  some  of  his 
predecessors,  was  that  the  Phoenix  Park 
would  not  pay  rates  in  England ;  and 
that,  therefore,  it  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  a  sort  of  property  in  respect  to  which 
the  Grovernment  should  make  a  grant 
in  lieu  of  rates.  The  Brockwell  Park 
case  was  that  that  park  was  entirely  and 
exclusively  devoted  to  public  purposes; 
whereas  in  the  case  of  the  Phoenix  Park, 
what  has  been  done  year  after  year  ? 
Encroachments  have  been  made  on  the 
domain  of  the  park  ;  public  buildings  have 
been  erected  on  it  for  the  public  service ; 
Mr,  Clancy^ 


and  the  Government  has  made  an  income 
out  of  it  from  grazing  rents.  Would  any 
man  pretend  that  a  park  like  that  should 
not  be  liable  to  rates  1  Of  course  it 
would  be  liable  to  rates  in  England ;  and 
I  contend  that  the  County  Council  of 
Dublin  ou^ht  to  receive  a  bounty  in  lieu 
of  rates  given  in  every  other  case.  It 
is  a  shabby  and  mean  attempt  to 
make  ends  meet  by  indulging  in  smali 
economies,  when  the  Government  have 
been  spending  millions  on  war  abroad 
and  thousands  on  objects  in  Ireland 
itself  which  will  never  bring  them  in 
an  adequate  return.  Seven  hundred 
pounds  is  a  very  considerable  sum  to 
throw  on  the  rates  of  the  county  of 
Dublin  ;  but  it  is  a  very  little  sum 
indeed  so  far  as  the  Grovernment  are 
concerned.  The  Grovernment  are  grasping 
at  a  shadow  in  order  to  indulge  in  this 
meanness^  although  Ministers  faiow  very 
well  that  the  ^glish  case  is  different 
from  the  Irish  case.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  my  remarks  will  have  any  weight; 
but  I  would  not  be  doing  my  duty  to  my 
constituents   if    I   did  not  join  in  the 

Frotest  which  was  made  last  night,  and  if 
did  not  inform  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  that  he  has  by  no  means  heard 
the  last  of  this  matter,  and  that  it  will  be 
introduced  session  after  session  until  the 
injustice  is  remedied, 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  said 
that  on  the  previous  evening  he  had 
brourfit  certain  matters  to  the  notice  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  notably,  the  im- 
portant question  of  trawling,  the  adminis- 
tration of  Egvpt,  and  certain  affiurs 
connected  with  China.  He  did  not 
expect  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  in  a  position  to  give  him 
information  with  reference  to  the  admin- 
istration of  EWpt  or  on  affairs  connected 
with  China.  But  as  the  Lord  Advocate 
was  now  present  he  wished  to  direct  his 
attention  to  the  question  of  trawling  in 
the  Moray  Firth.  Some  few  years  ago 
a  conference  was  held  at  Chnstiana  at 
which  this  country  was  represented,  and 
a  resolution  was  carried  to  the  effect  that 
certain  areas  such  as  the  Moray  Firth 
should  be  closed  against  all  trawlers. 
He  had  endeavours  to  ascertain  by 
means  of  Questions  whether  any  action 
had  been  ts^en  on  that  resolution ;  but  he 
was  unable  to  get  any  information.  He 
would    now    ask    the    Lord    Advocate 
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whether  anything  had  been  done  with 
reference  to  it.  The  matter  was  getting 
worse  from  day  to  day.  The  Report  of 
the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  showed 
that  in  1886  the  number  of  steam 
trawlers  was  109,  whereas  in  1892  they 
numbered  275.  Meantime,  there  was  no 
increase  in  the  number  of  protecting 
<5rui8ers.  There  was  a  great  want  of 
cruisers  around  the  coast  of  Scotland ; 
and  he  could  not  understand  when  such  a 
number  of  ships  were  lying  idle  at 
Portsmouth,  Chatham  and  elsewhere, 
mhy  they  should  not  be  commissioned  to 
protect  the  fishing  industry  off  the  coast 
of  Scotland,  It  seemed  to  him  that 
torpedo  boats  and  cruisers  now  lying  idle 
might  well  be  utilised  when  the  fishing 
industry  was  being  devastated  and  ruined, 
and  when  a  fine  race  of  men  were,  in 
consequence,  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
the  large  towns.  It  should  be  the  duty 
of  any  Government  to  protect  such  men, 
as  far  as  possible,  on  such  an  industry,  as, 
in  the  event  of  a  naval  war,  they  would 
be  found  invaluable.  He  hoped  the  Lord 
Advocate  would  be  able  to  give  him  some 
information  on  the  subject,  and  that  he 
would  place  the  matter  before  Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh,  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  with  a  view  to  his  approaching 
the  Admiralty  in  order  that  a  sufficient 
number  of  protecting  cruisers  might  be 
secured.  The  Colonial  Office  and  the 
War  Office  seemed  to  be  able  to  get  all 
they  required,  but  the  Scottish  Office 
was  not  so  successful. 

With  reference  to  Port  Ness  harbour, 
he  had  been  told  that  the  matter  was  still 
under  consideration ;  but  unless  the  work 
were  undertaken  within  the  next  month 
or  two  it  would  have  to  stand  over  for 
another  year,  because  it  could  not  be 
carried  on  during  the  winter  months  in 
such  an  exposed  part  of  the  country. 
With  regard  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  it  had  now  been  established  for 
five  years,  and  half  its  income  had  been 
hoarded  up.  He  thought  that  the 
Qouse  of  Commons  should  be  told  what 
was  to  be  done  with  it.  He  wanted  to 
see  land  secured  for  the  people.  Land 
*  had  been  purchased  on  lease  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board ;  but  he 
'contended  that  such  land  should  be 
freeliold,  as  otherwise,  in  course  of  time, 
the  people  would  be  no  better  off  than 
they  were  at  present.  He  thought  it 
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was  time  that  the  present  policy  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  was  stopped, 
and  that  the  income  of  the  Board  should 
be  expended  for  purposes  which  wee 
contemplated  by  JParliament.  Not  a 
single  shilling  had  been  expended  in 
the  purchase  of  laud  in  his  own  county. 
In  the  Island  of  Lewis,  where  there  was 
more  distress,  suffering,  and  misery 
than  in  any  other  part  of  His  Ma;esty*s 
Dominions,  very  little  action  had  been 
taken  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board. 
He  would  invite  the  Lord  Advocate  to 
visit  the  Island  of  Lewis  and  see  the 
state  of  affairs  with  his  own  eyes.  If 
the  Lord  Advocate  did  that  he  would 
then  know  what  he  was  talking  about, 
and,  if  he  had  any  heart  at  all,  he  would 
set  to  work  to  remedy  the  evils  which 
existed.  The  Congested  Districts  Board 
was  working  most  unsatisfactorily,  and 
he  would  urge  on  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  necessity  of  making  the  con- 
ditions of  life  of  the  crofters  more 
satisfactory  than  they  were  at  present. 

With  reference  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Scotland,  they  did  very 
well  in  the  Lowlands,  but,  in  regard  to 
the  Highlands,  they  did  their  work  very 
badly  indeed.  Whenever  an  outbreak 
of  fever  occurred  they  never  sent  a 
medical  officer  of  their  own  to  inquire 
into  it,  but  left  local  medical  men  to 
report  on  it.  When  an  outbreak  oc- 
curred in  the  Island  of  Lewis  he  was 
informed  that  it  was  typhoid  fever;  but 
afterwards  he  was  informed  on  high 
medical  authority  that  it  was  typhus 
fever.  That  was  the  kind  of  informa- 
tion that  was  supplied  to  Parliament. 
The  local  school  had  to  be  closed  for  six 
months,  and  what  chance  had  a  High- 
land boy  or  girl  of  getting  on  in  the 
world  unless  they  were  well  educated  1 
The  Government  should  do  their  very 
best  to  educate  to  the  highest  possible 
degree  boys  and  girls  in  the  Highlands, 
through  technical  schools,  workshops, 
and  by  other  means.  They  should  not 
be  sent  out  into  the  world  to  always 
remain  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water.  Further,  he  thought  the  medical 
officers  in  Scotland  should  be  treated 
as  regarded  holidays  in  the  same  way 
as  medical  officers  in  Ireland  were  treated. 
In  Scotland  a  medical  officer  could  only 
have  a  holiday  if  he  provided  a  substitute 
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out  of  his  own  small  salary.  In  Ireland 
the  locum  tenons  was  provided  by  the 
Local  Government  Board.  He  thought 
a  similar  system  should  be  introduced 
in  Scotland,  and  that  medical  officers 
should  be  given  an  opportunity  to  visit 
hospitals  and  learn  something  further  of 
their  profession,  because  it  was  a  pro- 
fession in  which  something  fresh  was 
always  to  be  learned. 

He  could  not  for  the  life  of  him  under- 
stand why  there  was  no  vaccine  station 
provided  for  Scotland.  The  Boyal  Com- 
mission which  considered  the  question 
strongly  recommended  that  vaccination 
from  arm  to  arm  should  cease ;  but  the 
Scottish  Office  apparently  overruled  that. 
There  was  no  conscience  clause  in  Scot- 
land, and  if  the  Government  compelled 
people  to  be  vaccinated  it  was  their  duty 
to  supply  proper  lymph.  At  present  a 
system  of  arm  to  arm  vaccination  went 
on,  a  little  lymph  being  supplied  here 
and  there.  I.iast  year  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  Scotland  paid  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  England  £120 
for  lymph,  although  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  England  said  they  never 
received  it.  He  did  not  know  whether 
they  did  or  not,  but  certainly  that  was 
a  very  unsatisfactory  way  of  conducting 
business.  Then,  Dr.  Blaxall,  who  was 
a  paid  officer  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  London,  and  who  had  the  use 
of  Government  calves  and  Government 
apparatus  in  the  preparation  of  lymph, 
was  paid  £105  by  the  Local  Government 
Boaitl  for  Scotland  for  Ijrmph.  Surely 
a  Government  official  should  not  be 
allowed  to  use  Government  property 
to  earn  money  for  his  own  benefit. 

There  was  one  question  connected  with 
the  Colonial  Office  to  which  he  desired  to 
refer,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  people  of  Hong-Kong. 
In  Chinese  houses  there  were  sometimes 
as  many  as  200  inmates,  and  when  plague 
broke  out  the  authorities  instead  of  segre- 
gating the  victims  told  them  to  remain 
at  home.  Seeing  that  there  were  so  many 
people  in  the  houses  it  was  no  wonder  the 
plague  spread.  Medical  experts,  who  had 
been  sent  out,  had  made  certain  recom- 
mendations, all  of  which  were  ignored  by 
the  Hong-Kong  Government.  He  hoped 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  give  his 

Mr,  Weir, 


attention  to  this  matter.  His  last  point 
was  with  regard  to  Ceylon.  On  the  tea 
plantations  there  were  100,000  Tamil 
children,  of  whom  only  1,000  could  read 
or  write.  The  school  accommodation  was 
most  inadequate,  and  as  the  British 
Government  were  responsible  for  these 
people,  he  thought  that  necessary  accom- 
modation ought  to  be  provided. 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire):  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  satisfy  the  hon.  Member's 
appetite  for  information  by  going  through 
the  whole  scope  of  his  observations 

Mr.  WEIE  :  I  expect  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate to  reply  only  about  Scotland. 


Tl 


*Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  I  will  re- 
ly so  far  as  my  Department  is  concerned, 
'he  hon.  Member  asked  me,  first  of  all, 
whether  I  could  tell  him  anything  about 
the  progress  of  the  negotiations  concern- 
ing the  North  Sea  fisheries.  The  hoiu 
Member  has  asked  many  Questions  on 
that  subject,  and  the  answers  he  ha» 
received  show  that  the  question  of  the 
policing  or  shutting  up  of  areas  such 
as  the  Moray  Firth  was  mooted  at  the 
conference.  But  it  is  perfectly  obvious 
that  no  action  in  the  direction  suggested 
could  possibly  be  taken  by  the  foreign 
Powers  until  they  had  arrived  at  som& 
conclusion  npon  the  question  primarily 
submitted  to  the  conference,  viz.,  of  the 
depletion  or  otherwise  of  fish  in  the  North 
Sea.  The  hon.  Member  must  surely  see 
that  what  his,  or  our  views,  may  be  as  to 
the  desirability  of  keeping  areas  like  the 
Moray  Firth  as  a  ground  wherein  the 
line  fishermen  may  exercise  their  vocation 
undisturbed  by  foreigners,  that  coui-se  is 
not  at  all  likely  u>  commend  itself  ta 
foreign  Powers  who  by  international  law 
have  as  much  right  in  the  Moray  Firth 
as  we  have,  unless  we  can  show  that  it  is- 
in  the  interests  of  the  foreign  Powers- 
themselves  that  such  an  arrangement 
should  be  made.  That  depends  not  upon 
the  view  of  line  fishermen  versus  trawlers, 
but  upon  the  much  larger  question  of  the 
food  supply  of  the  North  Sea.  The  hon. 
Member  must  be  aware  that  there  is  un- 
fortunately no  consensus  of  opinion  as  to 
the  actual  state  of  affairs  in  the  North 
Sea.  Undoubtedly  until  you  have  an 
answer  from    the  scientific    experts    of 
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whom  the  conference  is  composed  it  is 
useless  to  expect  any  effective  action 
on  the  part  of  foreign  Powers,  and  with- 
out such  action  it  is  obvious  that,  what- 
ever your  views  may  be,  you  cannot  close 
an  area  which  is  at  present  open  under 
international  law.  As  to  patrolling,  the 
Scotch  otiice,  so  far  from  beinff  supine  in 
the  matter,  have  always  pressed  admirably 
for  the  maximum  of  service  obtainable, 
and  Irishmen  at  any  rate  hold  the  view 
that  Scotland  is  much  better  treated  in 
this  matter  than  Ireland  has  ever  been. 
"With  regard  to  Ness,  that  is  a  matter  of 

f'eat  difficulty,  in  connection  with  which 
am  afraid  the  hon.  Member  must  ex- 
ercise the  virtue  of  patience  a  little  longer. 

The  last  point  with  which  lam  concerned 
is  the  Congested  Districts  Board.  First, 
let  me  say  that  the  hon.  Member  puts 
hie  own  gloss  entirely  oa  the  Act  when 
he  says  it  was  passed  mainly  for  the 
migration  of  crofters.  The  Act  is  for 
the  purpose  of  administering  sums  avail- 
able for  the  improvement  of  the  congested 
districts,  and  when  you  come  to  the 
various  powers  which  are  to  be  exercised 
for  improvement  of  the  congested  districts, 
the  migration  of  crofters  is  only  one 
among  many,  and  it  is  not  even  first  on 
the  list.  The  hon.  Member's  remarks 
therefore  are  altogether  beside  the  mark 
when  he  tries  to  force  upon  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  the  policy  of  spending  the 
whole  of  the  money  at  his  disposal  on 
the  migration  of  crofters  and  nothing 
else.  The  Secretary  for  Scotland  has 
explained  his  policy ;  it  is  well  set  forth 
in  the  Reports  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  and  he  is  not  to  be  forced  from  it. 
He  believes,  and  the  Grovemment  agree, 
that  it  would  be  no  boon  at  all  to  the  High- 
lands to  migi-ate  persons  who  are  not  in  a 
proper  position  to  be  migrated ;  that  is 
to  say,  who  have  no  chance,  by  what  they 
are  possessed  of  themselves,  of  using  with 
advantage  any  holding  they  might  get. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  ways 
in  which  the  money  might  be  spent.  I 
will  do  the  hon.  Member  the  compliment 
of  saying  that  so  far  as  he  is  concerned 
we  should  have  got  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  (Scotland)  Bill,  No.  2.  '  That  Bill 
would  have  given  power  to  the  Board  to 
spend  money  in  the  very  way  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  says  it  ought  to  be 
spent,  but  through  the  action  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lanark,  the  Bill  was 
sacrificed. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  that  if  the  Lord  Advocate  was  going 
into  the  question  of  the  sacrifice  of  the 
Bill  he  was  quite  prepared  to  justify  his 
opposition  to  it. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  I 
thought  it  only  right  to  pay  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Ross  and  Cromarty  that  tribute. 
I  say  quite  plainly  that  progress  upon 
those  lines  is  the  object  of  the  policy  of 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  that  we  do  not 
admit  that  the  migration  of  crofters  is 
the  only  or  even  the  main  object  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Board,  and  that  it  is 
far  better  to  accumulate  the  money  until 
there  is  an  opportunity  of  spending  it 
properly. 

Mr.  MOONEY  (Dublin  Co.,  S.)  desired 
to  associate  himself  with  the  action  taken 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Dublin. 
In  his  opinion  the  Irish  Office  had  been 
guilty  of  a  gross  breach  of  faith,  because, 
when  on  a  former  occasion  he  addressed 
an  inquiry  on  the  matter  to  the  Chief 
Secretary,  he  was  told  that  no  recom- 
mendation had  been  made  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  that  if  such  a  recom- 
mendation were  made,  the  matter  would 
be  inquired  into,  and,  if  found  necessary, 
it  would  be  granted.  The  representatives 
of  the  two  districts  concerned  passed 
unanimous  resolutions  in  favour  of  this 
Court,  and  they  were  sent  to  the  proper 
authorities,  but  nothing  further  was 
heard  about  the  matter  for  some  time. 
Afterwards,  in  reply  to  a  question,  the 
Attorney-General  said  there  was  no  reason 
for  granting  this  Court  at  all,  and  a  letter 
was  sent  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  had  made  inquiries,  and 
that  there  was  no  reason  whatever  for 
granting  the  Court  which  was  asked  for. 
He  wished  to  know  upon  whose  advice 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  came  to  that  con- 
clusion, more  especially  when  the  people 
in  the  districts  concerned  had  declared 
that  sufficient  facilities  were  not  provided 
to  enable  them  to  conveniently  exercise 
the  franchise.  The  local  authorities  were 
informed  in  the  first  instance  that  they 
would  get  this  Court  if  they  applied  for 
it,  and  they  did  so  by  a  unanimous  vote 
of  their  elected  representatives.  They 
were  afterwards  told  that  inquiry  had 
been  made,  and  that  there  was  no  reason 
for  granting  this  Court.  He  believed 
that  the  only  inquiry  which  was  made 
was  from  a  representative  of  the  political 
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Party  opposite,  and  in  this  way  the  views 
of  the  people  were  overruled.  No  ex- 
planation would  convince  him  that  the 
Government  in  this  matter  had  not  been 
influenced  by  political  motives. 

The  attorney -general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  said  he  quite  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Member  that  no  explanation 
he  could  give  would  remove  from  his 
mind  the  opinion  that  the  Government 
had  been  actuated  by  base  motives  in 
this  matter.  He  denied  that  there  had 
been  any  breach  of  faith  in  regard  to  this 
Court  at  Dalkey. 

Mr.  MOONEY  said  the  reason  why  a 
Court  was  asked  for  in  Dalkey  was  to 
secure  for  the  Dalkey  and  Killiney  dis- 
tricts proper  facilities  for  voting. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  both  Dalkey 
and  Killiney  were  within  easy  reach  of 
Dublin  both  by  railway  and  by  tramways. 
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had  been  to  have  certain  days  for  the 
revision  of  the  Dalkey  lists,  and  certain 
days  for  Kingstown.  Arrangements  were 
made  tor  the  Dalkey  lists  to  be  kept  open 
80  that  a  voter  from  Dalkey  could  come  in 
either  during  the  afternoon  or  evening 
and  have  his  vote  registered.  The  Dalkey 
list  was  kept  open  till  the  last  so  that 
during  the  whole  time  no  voter  had  any 
difficiSty  whatever  in  getting  his  vote 
registered.  Special  arrangements  were 
made  to  suit  the  convenience  of  all  parts 
of  that  district,  and  the  Government  had 
no  interest  whatever  in  the  matter. 
When  complaint  was  made  they  referred 
the  matter  to  the  revising  barrister,  who 
was  the  person  best  acquainted  vdth  the 
facts,  who  was  disinterested,  and  who  had 
no  partisan  purposes  to  serve.  The 
Government  actea  upon  his  advice,  and 
not  from  any  unworthy  motives  such  as 
hon.  Members  opposite  were  so  ready  to 
impute  to  the  Government. 


Mr.  CLANCY  asked 
inquiries  were  made. 


from  whom  the 


Mr,  ATKINSON  said  there  was  not 
the  slightest  foundation  for  saying  that 
inquiries  were  actuated  by  political 
motives. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  who  were  consulted  upon 
this  matter  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  MOONEY  said  if  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  did  not  know  by  whom  the 
inquiry  was  conducted  how  could  he  deny 
his  statement. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  that  the 
permanent  revising  barrister  was 
asked  his  opinion,  and  his  reply  was 
that  the  change  suggested  was  entirely 
unnecessary,  and  that  no  complaint  had 
ever  been  made  bv  the  local  people  in 
regard  to  getting  their  votes  registered. 
No  complaint  had  been  made  to  him  that 
there  was  no  separate  Revision  Court  for 
Dalkey.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  did  not 
know  whether  a  Revision  Court  at  Dalkey 
would  be  beneficial  to  either  Nationalists 
to  the  opposite  Party.     An   arrange- 


or 

ment  was 

to  suit  all 


le  last  year  which  was  found 
parties.     Hitherto  the  custom 


Mr,  Mooney. 


Mr.  CLANCY  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  that  the  revising  barrister 
is  a  better  authority  upon  this  question 
than  the  elected  representatives  of  Dalkeyl 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  he  thought  the 
revising  barrister's  opinion  was  quite  as 
good  as  the  opinion  of  either  of  those  two 
bodies. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) 
said  the  reply  of  the  Attorney- 
General  was  singularly  unconvincing, 
because  it  was  quite  evident  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  willing 
to  give  the  full  facts  to  the  House.  It 
was  inconceivable  that  the  chief  Law 
Ofl&cer  of  the  Crown  for  Ireland  should 
not  know  the  facts  of  this  case.  It  was 
a  well-known  fact  that  the  permanent 
revising  barrister  was  regai-ded  as  preju- 
diced upon  these  matters.  He  had 
risen  for  the  purpose  of  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  action  of  Major  Ei^les, 
who  had  recently  been  appointed  auditor 
to  the  Local  Government  Board.  He 
wished  to  call  particular  attention  to 
the  case  of  an  uiifortunate  collector  who 
had  been  surcharged  by  this  auditor. 
The  salary  of  this  collector  was  only 
about  £14  a  year.  It  seemed  to  him  to 
be  as  difficult  to  alter  the  rules  of  the 
Government  auditor  as  it  was  to  alter 
the  laws  of  the  Modes  and  Persians. 
Major  Eccles  went  down  to  the  Belturbet 
district  and  found  that  for  a  long  period 
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of  years  a  number  of  houses  had  been 
lying  idle  in  respect  of  which  at  some 
time  rates  were  collected.  They  still 
stood  on  the  books  of  the  district, 
and  in  respect  of  the  collector's  failure 
to  do  an  impossible  thing,  namely,  to 
collect  rates  on  these  houses,  the  collector 
M'as  surcharged  £216  Us.  Od.  When  he 
went  into  the  presence  of  Major  Eccles  it 
would  seem  that  he  was  not  deferential 
enough.  The  auditor  instead  of  receiving 
him  with  courtesy  and  civility,  ordered 
him  forthwith  to  retire  from  his  august 
presence,  and  not  to  come  again  until  he 
was  accompanied  by  a  solicitor.  When 
he  returned  with  a  solicitor  he  was  in- 
formed that  in  consequence  of  the  default 
to  collect  rates  on  these  houses  he  had 
decided  to  surcharge  him  in  the  amount 
stated.  This  collector  had  been  thirty 
years  in  the  service  of  the  district  and 
there  was  no  charge  of  dishonesty  against 
him.  He  appealed  against  the  auditor's 
decision  to  the  Local  Groverment  Board, 
and  they  after  some  inquiry  confirmed 
the  decision  of  the  auditor.  He  was  then 
served  with  a  notice  to  appear  before  two 
magistrates  of  the  Petty  Sessions  of  the 
district,  who  decided  that  he  must  either 
pay  the  amount  of  the  surcharge  or  go  to 
gaol.  If  this  man  had  fraudently  got  the 
money  and  converted  it  to  his  own  use, 
he  could  understand  this  procedure,  but 
this  was  a  case  of  a  faithful  servant  who, 
because  a  mere  technicality  of  the  law 
was  not  complied  with,  was  treated  in 
this  way  by  a  comparatively  new  officer, 
on  the  principle,  ne  supposed,  that  "a 
new  broom  sweeps  clean."  He  himself 
had  appealed  to  the  Government  to  take 
some  steps  in  the  interest  of  justice  in 
this  case,  and  he  had  received  the  usual 
stereotyped  official  reply,  that  the  matter 
was  decided  and  must  remain  so.  In 
other  words  this  unfortunate  man,  or  his 
friends,  must  get  the  money  which  he  was 
not  legally  or  morally  responsible  for, 
otherwise  his  liberty  was  in  peril  and  he 
might  at  any  moment  be  committed  to 
prison.  This  was  a  monstrously  unjust 
state  of  things,  and  it  was  illegal.  Some 
of  the  man's  friends  had  thought  of  taking 
proceedings  in  the  King's  Bench  to  get 
the  decision  quashed,  but  so  far  nothing 
had  been  done  in  that  direction,  as  they 
could  not  face  the  costs  which  the  appeal 
would  involve.  He  asked  the  Attorney 
General  to  give  some  explanation  of  the 
matter  other  than  that    given    in    the 


official  reply  the  other  day.  Major  £ccles 
in  this  case  from  the  beginning  had  not 
treated  the  man  fairly.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
office,  he  would  see  that  there  was  another 
inquiry  into  the  matter,  by  an  indepen- 
dent auditor  if  necessary.  He  appealed 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  direct  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  reconsider 
this  matter. 


The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) : 
said  he  thought  it  would  be  satisfactory 
if  he  made  a  short  reply  at  this  stage 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Dublin, 
thouffh  he   had  little   to  add  to    what 
he     had    already      said     on     previous 
occasions  within  the  last  week.     What 
happened    in     regard    to    the    Phoenix 
Park  was  this.     Formerly  the  Crown  paid 
the  rates  in  respect  of  the  Phoenix  Park. 
The  principle  on  which  the  Crown  acted . 
was,  that  though  they  were  not  legally 
bound  to  pav  rates  at  aU,  they  did  out  of 
grace  and  favour  contribute  voluntarily 
to  the  rates,  on  property  which  was  sub- 
ject to  lawful  rating  when  in  other  hands. 
Where  the  Crown  was  the  owner  and 
occupier  of  property  which  in  other  hands 
would  not  be  rated,  the  Crown  did  not 
consider  it  expedient  and  wise  to  come 
forward  and  pay  rates  in  respect  of  that 
property.       The  Phoenix  Park,   Dublin,, 
stood  formerly  in  the  same  position  as 
Hyde  Park,  St.  James's  Park  and  other 
London  Parks.     In  regard  to  these  park:* 
it  was   the  custom,   previously,  for  the 
Crown  to  pay  rates  in  aid  of  the  local 
ratepayers,  but  the  House  of  Lords  had 
given  a  decision  in  regard  to  a  particular 
park  in  South  London,  known  as  Brock- 
well  Park,  which  had  been  dedicated  to  the 
public  by  statute  for  recreation  for  ever^ 
the  Trustees  being  the  London  County 
Council.      The  House  of   Lords  decided 
that  that  park  was  not  rateable,  and  that 
the  County  Council  owed  no  rates  what- 
ever in  respect  of  it.     In  consequence  of 
that  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Treasury 
to  consider  whether,  under  those  circum- 
stances, they  ought  to  go  on  paying  rates 
on  other  London  parks,  and  they  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  they  must  be  guided  by 
the  principle  that,  inasmuch  as  the  House 
of  Lords  had   decided    that    Brockwell 
Park  was  not  rateable,  the  Crown  ought 
not  to  pay  rates  in  respect  of  Hyde  Park, 
St.  James's  Park,  or  the  Phoenix  Park^ 
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That  was  the  whole  case,  as  the  hon. 
member  would  see  if  he  read  the  judg- 
ment in  the  case  oi  Brock  well  Park.  In 
Hyde  Park,  as  in  the  Phoenix  Park,  some 
revenue  was  made  from  the  grazing  of 
sheep.  Therelore,  the  case  for  the 
Treasury  was  that  the  decision  of  the 
House  of  Lords  bound  them,  and  if  they 
were  not  to  depart  from  the  old  principle, 
namely,  that  they  must  consider  whether 
the  character  of  the  property  was  such  that 
it  would  be  rateable  in  other  hands,  then 
the  Crown  must  proceed  in  the  way  they 
had  proceeded.  With  regard  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  House  of  Lords,  it  was  not 
for  them  to  reason  why.  The  Hon. 
Member  might  think,  and  possibly  others 
might  afijree  with  him,  that  property  of 
that  kind  should  be  liable  to  pay  rates. 
That  was  not  the  question  before  the 
House  at  present.  The  Treasury  had  to 
follow  the  law  as  laid  down  by  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  the  general  principle  on 
ivhich  for  many  years  the  Crown  had 
acted. 

Mr.  CLANCY  said  the  bon.  Gentleman 
knew  perfectly  well  that  the  circumstances 
of  thoae  parks  differed.  They  were  not 
the  same  in  any  case.  What  he  and  his 
friends  contended  was  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Phoenix  Park  were  not  at 
all  identical  with  those  of  Brockwell  Park. 
He  asked  whether  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  give  a  pledge,  now,  that  he  would 
facilitate  the  discussion  and  determination 
of  this  question  in  a  Court  of  law  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  said  that  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned  he  did  not  see  how  the  question 
could  be  raised  as  against  the  Crown, 
because  it  was  quite  clear,  as  a  matter  of 
constitutional  law,  that  the  Crown  was 
not  rateable  at  all  in  respect  of  any  of 
those  properties. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  Supposing  it  can  be 
raised,  will  the  hon.  Gentleman  consent  to 
have  it  discussed  1 

Me.  ELLIOT  said  he  should  hardly 
like  to  say  what  he  would  do  in  circum- 
stances which  he  thought  could  not  arise. 
But  if  the  hon.  Member  could  suggest 
any  method  by  which  the  question  could 
be  raised,  he  did  not  see  any  objection  to 
having  it  tested. 

Mr.  EllioL 


♦Mr.  WYLIE  (Dumbartonshire)  :  I 
wish  to  make  d  few  remarks  on  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
ventilation  and  sanitation  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  as  there  was  positively  no 
other  occasion  on  which  this  subject  could 
be  discussed  this  session.  When  I  men- 
tion the  delay  that  has  taken  place  in 
bringing  forward  the  Report  of  that 
Committee,  the  necessity  of  my  submit- 
ting this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
House  at  this  late  period  of  the  session 
becomes  more  apparent.  On  the  14th 
March,  1902, 1  moved  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
matter,  and  in  the  meantime  to  carry  out 
sanitary  improvements  the  necessity  for 
which  was  quite  apparent,  and  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  very  kindly  con- 
sented that  a  Committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed immediately  after  Easter.  He 
was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  on  the  16th 
April  the  Committee  was  appointed.  I 
was  sanguine  enough  to  imagine  that  the 
Report  would  be  presented  before  the  end 
of  last  session,  and  by  Questions  in  the 
House,  by  private  interviews,  and  by  i^in 
speaking  on  the  subject  last  August,  I  en- 
deavoured to  accelerate  matters.  When 
the  House  reassembled  on  24th  February 
this  year,  I  put  a  Question  to  the  hon 
Member  for  North  Hunts,  as  representing 
the  First  Conmiissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  asking  when  the  Report  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  ventilation  of 
the  House  of  Commons  buildings  would 
be  issued,  and  the  answer  was  that — 

*'  TlieSelect  Committeehad  found  it  impossible 
to  conclude  their  inquiry  last  session,  and  that 
it  was  proposed  to  ask  the  House  to  re-appoint 
the  Committee  at  an  early  date.  During  the 
recess  the  authorised  improvements  in  the 
ventiltttion  of  the  Commons'  Commitiee 
Rooms  had  been  completed,  and  new  fitUngs 
have  been  supplied  to  the  sanitary  offices  on 
the  ground  6oor  terrace  front,  and  mechanical 
ventilation  has  been  introduced  into  them  wiih 
excellent  effects.  Other  sanitary'  offices  in  the 
building  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as 
opportunities  arise." 

This  refers  to  a  state  of  things 
which  was  not  at  all  creditable  to 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  But  the  Committee  was  not 
re-appointed  till  17th  June.  I  now  wish 
to  urge  that  the  recommendations  of  that 
Committee,  issued  on  28th  July,  1903, 
which  are  very  admirable  so  far  as  they 
go,  should  be  carried  out  before  the  House 
meets  next  year.  I  think  we  are  very 
much  indebted  to  the  members  of  that 
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fourths  of  the  insanitary  arrangements 
result  from  an  absolute  disregard  of 
the  most  ordinary  and  well-understood 
principles  of  sanitation;  and  the 
sooner  that  a  Hercules  in  sanitary 
work  is  appointed  and  set  to 
work  to  cleanse  the  Augian  Stable 
where  many  more  than  a  thousand 
are  sometimes  congregated  together  with 
in  a  small  space,  and  to  keep  it  clean 
and  pure,  the  better  will  it  be  for 
all  concerned.  Then  I  am  glad  of 
the  suggested  substitution  of  electric 
fans  for  the  present  ante-deluvian  system 
of  exhaust  furnaces,  and  of  a  more 
powerful  new  improved  intake  fan  for 
the  present  one.  They  recommend  also 
the  institution  of  an  inquiry  into  the 
problems  of  ventilation  still  unsolved,  with 
the  view  to  introducing  further  improve- 
ments. This  is  a  very  necessary  part  of 
the  inquiry,  and  the  sooner  it  is*  under- 
taken the  better,  and  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  carrjnng  out  the  present  recom- 
mendations, for  they  are  admirable  so  far 
as  thev  go.  But  I  have  been  disappointed 
that  the  Committee  have  not  made  any 
recommendation  on  some  points  which  I 
think  very  much  needing  improvement. 
I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  they  have  made 
no  recommendation  for  a  change  in  the 
heating  apparatus  from  steam  pipes  and 
radiating  plates,  which  are  a  most  un- 
wholesome means  of  warming  the  air.  I 
am  sorry  that  they  have  not  recommended 
that  the  system  should  be  discontinued  at 
once.  I  regret  that  they  have  not  seen 
their  way  to  give  a  better  supply  of  air  to 
the  Strangers ,  the  Reporters ,  and  to  the 
Ladies'  Galleries.  The  Reporters,  next 
to  ourselves,  should  be  in  a  position  to 
have  their  intellectual  faculties  unimpaired 
by  bad  air.  But  apart  from  the  Reporters' 
Gallery  in  the  House,  anyone  who  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  going  into  their 
other  accommodation  premises  must  have 
been  struck  with  the  fact  that  their  con- 
ditions are,  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view, 
most  deplorable.  I  believe  that  when  a 
sanitarv  inspector  for  the  House  is  ap- 
pointed, the  first  report  he  makes  will  be 
that  the  sanitation  of  some  of  th<^ 
Reporting  rooms  and  their  accessories  is 
not  at  all  creditable  to  the  House.  Under 
present  conditions  I  am  certain  that  if  this 
House  were  under  the  Factory  Acts,  the 
sanitary  regulations  of  which  have 
recently  been  made  much  more  strin- 
gent,  my  hon,   friend  the  Member  for 


Committee,  some  of  whom  are  men  of 
great  scientific  attainments,  for  the  time 
and  attention  which  they  have  devoted 
to  this  prosaic  subject.  Their  recom- 
mendations confirm  what  I  had  formerly 
stated  both  as  to  the  insanitary  conditions 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  as  to  the 
best  means  that  can  be  adopted  for  their 
removal.  Their  Report  is  very  moderate 
in  its  language.  As  to  the  condition  of 
the  House  itself,  they  state  that 

"  When  the  House  is  ordinarily  full  the 
supply  of  air  exceeds  the  quantity  generally 
€8timated  to  be  desirable,  viz.,  50  cubic  feet 
per  minute  per  head  ;  but  there  is  reason  to 
think  that  the  present  arrangements  do  not 
provide  an  adequate  margin  for  a  very  crowded 
House  .  .  .  that  the  air  of  the  Chamber 
**  lacks  freshness/  that  there  are  sime  qualities 
possessed  by  it  which  lead  to  a  stay  for  a 
length  of  time  in  the  Chamber,  causing  in  the 
Members  a  lassitude  and  feeling  of  heaviness 
which  tends  to  interfere  witn  a  due  per 
formance  of  their  duties,  and  that  as  !  the 
main  entrance  of  air  is  mainly  through  th« 
grating  of  the  floor  of  the  House  and  on  the 
gangways,'  it  must  become  *  laden  with  the 
dust  and  various  impurities  oontinuallj  beins; 
brought  in  by  the  Members'  feet,  as  they  walk 
over  the  floor  and  along  the  sangways/  'and 
t  hat  the  supply  of  air  to  the  galleries,  especially 
the  Strangers',  Ladies'  and  R^poiters'  galleries, 
is  undoubtedly  susceptible  of  improvement.'" 

Then  the  Committee  said  that  the 
■e\adence  placed  before  them  also  showed 
that— 

"The  condition  of  the  Committee  room*, 
corrridors,  and  some  other  parts  of  the  House 
was  far  less  satisfactory  than  that  of  the 
chamber  itself.  Since  the  Committee  began 
its  labours,  however," 

the  Report  went  on — 

"**  considerable  improvement  has  been  effected 
by  the  introduction  of  fans  into  the  Committee 
room*,  and  the  worst  of  the  evils  previously 
complained  of  have  been  remedied  ;  consider- 
a^»le  improvements  also  have  been  introduced 
into  the  lavatories." 

That  1  consider  very  euphemistic. 

As  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  they  are  very  cautious  and 
very  moderate,  and  I  would  say  very 
economical ;  but  so  far  as  they  go 
they  should  be  complied  with  im- 
mediately. I  will  only  refer  to  two  or 
three  of  the  most  important.  One  of 
them  refers  to  the  placing  of  the  whole 
ventilation  and  cleaning  arrangements 
under  one  authority ;  and  the  appomtment 
of  a  sanitary  officer  under  the  Office  of 
Works  to  direct  and  superintend  the 
ventilation  of  the  House.  The  divided 
Authority  has  been  the  source  of  very 
much  inefficiency.     I  believe  that  three- 
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West  Derby,  as  the  representative  of 
the  Board  of  Works,  would  be  im- 
mediately summoned  and  fined. 

In  this  connection  let  me  mention  that  a 
very  large  number  of  Civil  servants,  both 
in  London  and  the  provinces,  are  compelled 
to  work  in  the  most  insanitary  surround 
ings  and  conditions ;  and  I  would  suggest 
to  the  Board  of  Works  that  when  ap- 
pointing a  sanitary  officer  for  the  House 
they  would  also  appoint  one  for  the 
various  Government  offices  throughout 
the  country.  The  Government  as  an 
employer  of  labour  should  set  an  example 
to  other  employers.'  The  vitiated  atmos- 
phere in  which  we  spend  so  much  of  our 
time,  especially  under  the  unnatural  con- 
ditions imposed  by  the  suspension  of  the 
twelve  o'clock  rule,  has  been  the  cause  of 
much  of  the  dulness,  depression,  and  even 
acerbity  of  temper  which  sometimes, 
though  rarely,  overshadows  this  gener- 
ally cheerful  and  good-natured  Assemblv. 
It  has  caused  a  large  amount  of  sick- 
ness and  suffering  to  many  hon. 
Members  who  would  have  been  hale 
and  well  under  ordinary  sanitary  con- 
ditions, and  it  has  caused  the  loss  of 
many  noble  lives  which  the  Country  and 
this  House  could  ill  afford  to  spare — the 
latest  addition  to  this  fatal  roll  being  one 
of  the  most  amiable  and  popular  of  our 
Scotch  colleagues,  whose  devotion  to  duty 
caused  him  to  give  far  too  close  and  pro- 
longed attendance  here.  On  all  these 
grounds  I  urge  on  the  Board  of  Works, 
through  its  representative  the  Member 
for  West  Derby,  to  carry  out  all  the  re- 
conunendations  of  the  Select  Committee 
before  the  House  meets  again,  so  that 
we  shall  then  find  the  House  and  its 
precincts  in  a  very  much  better  sanitary 
condition. 

Sm  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston)  said  he  had  not  the  same 
amount  of  belief  in  the  vitiated  atmos 
phere  of  the  Chamber  itself  as  some  hon. 
Nfembera  He  believed  that  the  air  in 
the  Chamber  was  as  good  as  the  air  in 
any  other  doted  chamber  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  On  one  occasion,  he  was 
almost  continually  in  the  House  for 
nearly  forty  days  and  nights  but  was 
never  affected  by  the  atmosphere.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
London  University,  who  presided  over 
the  Committee,  had  the  atmosphere 
tested;   and  the  rei^ult  showed  that   it 

Mr,  Wylie. 


was  Letter  than  atmosphere  elsewhere 
under  similar  conditions.  Although  he- 
did  not  agree  entirely  with  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman, bethought  that  his^ 
suggestion  with  reference  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  permanent  sanitary  ofiScer 
should  be  carried  out.  The  yentilation 
outside  the  Chamber  was  exceeding 
defective,  and  that  was  due,  until 
recently,  to  windows  not  being  opened. 
There  was,  however,  an  improvement 
in  that  respect;  but  he  thought  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  perfectly  right 
in  stating  that  one  of  the  most  important 
recommendations  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  was  that  a  permanent 
sanitary  officer  should  be  appointed  ta 
take  charge  of  the  entire  building,  which 
had  a  considerable  resident  population 
and  a  very  large  visiting  population,  and 
which  would  offer  an  opportunity  for  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  to  a  skilled 
sanitarian.  In  many  respects  the 
arrangements  were  defective;  but  they 
were  being  improved  detail  by  detail,, 
session  after  session.  They  did  not,  how- 
ever, represent  that  standard  of 
excellence  which  ought  to  belong  to  the 
building  occupied  by  the  Mother  of 
Parliaments.  He  quite  agreed  with  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  with 
reference  to  the  Reporters*  Gallery  and 
the  Indies'  Gallery.  The  atmosphere  in 
the  Ladies'  GaUery  was  excessively 
oppresiiive ;  and  the  ventilation  in  that 
part  of  the  building  was  exceedingly 
defective.  Some  of  the  worst  parts  of 
the  building  were  those  connected  with 
the  accommodation  given  to  the 
Reporters.  Several  of  the  rooms  in  which 
the  Reporters  had  to  work  were  not  only 
dirty  and  undesirable  but  exceedingly 
bad  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  and 
should  receive  the  attention,  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  of  the  respon- 
sible officials.  In  his  opinion,  various 
matters  could  be  greatly  improved.  For 
instance,  the  present  method  of  heating 
might  very  well  be  improved,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  felt  bound  to  enter  a 
protest  against  anything  approaching  * 
wholesale  condemnation  of  the  atmos- 
phere of  [the  Chamber.  That  certainly 
should  not  be  held  responsible  for  the 
gaps  which  occurred  in  their  ranks  from 
time  to  time,  as,  for  instance,  the  boi^ 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Argyll,  to 
whom  the    hon.    Gentleman    referrtd. 
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whose  death  thej  all  deplored  and  who 
was  one  of  the  most  estimable  Members 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
mortality  among  hon.  Members,  how- 
ever, should  not  be  put  down  to  the 
condition  of  the  Chamber  itself. 


Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  said  he  wished  to  refer  to  the 
electric  fans  in  the  lobbies.  Members 
had  no  means  of  stopping  them, 
although  they  might  find  the 
draught  too  great  for  their  comfort. 
An  electric  fan  had  now  been  placed 
over  each  table,  but  there  was  no  means 
by  which  it  could  be  stopped  if  desired. 
He  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  to  the  matter.  There  was 
another  matter  to  which  he  wished  to 
refer,  which  was  connect^  with  the 
comfort  of  the  visitors.  He  knew  from 
his  own  exprience  that  in  [foreign 
Legislatures  facilities  were  provided  for 
depositing  coats  and  hats  before  entering 
the  strangers'  galleries.  A  stranger 
entering  the  gallery  in  this  House  ^ight 
have  to  pass  with  his  coat  and  hat 
twenty  or  thirty  other  visitors  to  the 
general  discomfort  of  all.  It  would  be 
perfectly  easy  to  provide  accommodation 
for  hats  and  coats  under  the  charge  of 
an  attendant,  and,  if  necessary,  a  small 
fee  might  be  charged.  Lord  Windsor 
was  very  anxious  to  do  everything  in 
his  power  to  promote  the  comfort  of 
all  sections  of  the  House;  and  he  was 
quite  sure  he  would  give  attention  to 
the  matters  he  had  mentioned. 


Mr  victor  CAVENDISH  (Derby- 
shire,  W.):  Unfortunately  there  has 
been  a  delay  in  the  presentation  of 
the  Committee's  Report  on  ventilation, 
with  the  result  that  it  was  impossible 
to  carry  out  the  work  before  Parlia- 
mfnt  met.  I  had  only  the  privilege 
of  sitting  on  the  Committee  on  two 
occasions ;  but,  of  course,  I  am 
prepared  to  take  my  full  share  of 
responsibility  for  the  Report,  though 
I  believe  everyone  will  fully  re- 
cognise that  the  credit  of  the  Report 
is  due  entirely  to  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  the  London  University, 
who  devoted  an  immense  amount  of 
labour   and  trouble    to    the    work    of 


the  Committee.  With  reference  to  the 
remarks  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Dumbartonshire,  as  a  matter  of  fact 
it  was  a  surprise  to  many  hon.  Members 
when  they  found  by  experience  and 
experiment  that  the  atmosphere  of 
the  Chamber  was  so  very  satisfactory. 
Nevertheless,  I  do  not  wish  to  make 
things  better  than  they  are.  Speaking 
for  the  Board  of  Works,  I  can  only  say 
we  are  only  too  glad  that  we  have'  had 
the  advantage  of  a  strong  Committee,, 
which  enabled  us  to  have  the  service 
of  their  recommendations.  The  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  has  already 
approached  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex 
chequer,  who,  I  understand,  will  allow  us 
to  bring  in  a  Supplementary  Estimate 
next  year,  which  will  enable  us  to  deal 
more  effectually  with  the  first  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee,  and  I  hope 
if  those  recommendations  do  not  make 
the  ventilation  perfect  they  will  go  a  long 
way  towards  it.  It  is  a  very  difficult 
thing  to  ventilate  this  Chamber.  I  have 
heard  that  it  is  almost  heartbreaking,  and 
without  coiasiderable  alteration,  which 
would  result  in  considerable  disfigure- 
ment and  comparatively  little  use,  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  ventilate 
it.  So  far  as  the  appointment  of  a  sani- 
tary officer  is  concerned  we  have  not 
had  time  to  give  that  matter  considera 
tion.  The  Report  was  only  issued  on  the 
24th  July,  and  a  subject  of  that  sort  re- 
quires considerable  consideration,  as  is 
well  known  to  those  who  take  an  interest 
in  the  matter.  Our  engineer,  Mr. 
Rivers,  is  extremely  well-qualified  to  carry 
out  this  business.  He  has  not  only  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  House  itself,  but 
also  of  the  Members,  and  he  knows  how 
difficult  it  is  to  please  everybody.  One 
case  in  point  is  the  ventilation  of  the 
division  lobbies.  Hon.  Members  always 
thought,  and  the  First  Commissioner 
always  thought  he  had  taken  steps  to 
considerably  improve  the  ventilation  of 
the  division  lobbies.  It  is  now  wished 
that  some  further  alterations  should  be 
made.  My  hon.  friend  wishes  hon. 
Members  to  have  the  power  to  regulate  the 
fans.  That  would  prove  a  most  unsatisfac- 
tory system,  and,  with  the  attendance  we 
have,  any  hon.  Gentleman  is  able 
very  rapidly  to  call  attention  to  a  matter 
of  which  he  complains.  So  far  as  the 
other  cases  are  concerned,  I  will  see  into- 
the  matter,  and  bring  the  facts  to  the 
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attention  of  the  First  Commissioner,  es- 
pecially with  regard  to  the  more  frequent 
cleaning  of  the  floor.  We  are  bringing 
in  a  machine  called  the  vacuum  cleaner, 
which  will,  no  doubt,  have  the  best 
possible  effect 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queens  County, 
Ossory)  called  attention  to  the  case  of 
Miss  Blanc,  the  late  assistant  to  the  post 
office  at  Portarlingtop,  who,  after 
twenty-eight  and  a  half  years  true 
and  faithful  service,  during  the  earlier 
portion  of  which  she  worked  sixteen 
hours  a  day,  was  discharged  on  the  30th 
of  April  last  without  either  pension  or 
gratuity.  He  contended  that,  being  dis- 
charged by  the  surveyor,  she  was  a 
servant  of  the  Postmaster-General,  and 
as  such  was  entitled  either  to  a  gratuity  of 
£A  or  one  week's  salary,  whicnever  was 
the  greater  amount,  for  every  year's  service. 
Such  a  gratuity  in  her  case  would  amount 
to  £28  10s.  That  was  aU  he  claimed  for 
her.  If  the  law  was  so  framed  that  it  was 
possible  for  such  an  injustice  to  be  done 
to  persons  who  had  rendered  long  and 
faitnful  service,  it  ought  to  be  changed 
without  delay. 

♦Mb.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Carmarthen 
Boroughs)  said  that  for  some  time  past  he 
had  been  pressing  for  the  establishment  of 
gea  post  offices  on  the  Cunard  Line  of 
steamers,  and  he  congratulated  the  Post- 
master-General on  the  fact  that,  imder  the 
fresh  contract,  new  steamers  were  to  have 
such  offices  provided.  He  desired  to  ask  if 
anything  had  been  done  in  regard  to  the 
steamers  at  present  running  across  the 
Atlantic.  The  Postmaster-General  at 
New  York  had  urged  that  the  British 
Postmaster-General  should  take  up  the 
matter  energetically.  On  other  lines  of 
Reamers  on  which  sea  post  offices  were 
provided  he  found  that  the  space  required 
was  onlv  small  and  the  amount  paid  incon- 
f^iderable.  It  was  of  urgent  importance 
that  letters  by  the  Cunard  Line  should 
be  delivered  as  quickly  as  letters  by  the 
Hamburg-American,  North-German  Lloyd 
or  the  American  Lines,  but  under  present 
arrangements  they  were  some  hours  later. 
He  thought  that  if  pressure  had  been 
brought  to  bear  before  the  new  contract 
was  signed,  the  Cunard  Line  could  not 
have  refused  to  establish  these  sea  post 
offices.  There  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  have  been  insisted  upon,  and  he 
hoped    that    the  right  hon.   Gentleman 

Mr,  Victor  Cavendish. 
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would  push  the  matter  forward,  as  it  was 
of  great  importance  to  business  men  and 
others. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.)  said  he  had  already  informed  the  hon. 
Member  that  he  had  this  matter  under 
consideration  and  that  communications 
were  passing  between  himself  and  the 
other  parties  concerned.  Ho  was  not 
able  to  give  any  more  definite  information. 
At  the  same  time,  there  was  in  the  new 
Cunard  contract  a  provision  that,  if  at 
any  time  post  office  accommodation  should 
be  required,  the  company  would,  in  terms 
to  be  arranged  by  arbitration,  provide 
such  accommodation  on  all  steamers 
employed  in  the  mail  8er\dce.  But  the 
question  whether  he  exercised  his  right 
under  that  provision  must  depend  on 
what  he  found  to  be  the  attitude  of  the 
American  postal  administration.  He  was 
making  informal  and  unofficial  inquiries 
and  until  they  were  concluded  he  could 
not  say  more  on  the  subject,  except  that 
the  parallel  the  hon.  Member  drew  with  the 
German  steamers  was  not  a  fair  criterion 
of   the    value    of   such   accommodation. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES:  May  I  hope 
that  we  shall  soon  have  these  poet 
offices  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
the  hon.  Member  might  hope,  but  he 
must  not  expect  more  than  could  be 
fairly  drawn  from  what  he  had  said. 
As  to  the  case  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Queen's  County,  the  hon. 
Member  was  under  some  misapprehension 
as  to  the  facts,  and  under  a  complete 
misapprehension  as  to  the  position  of  the 
Postmaster  General.  The  Postmaster- 
General  had  no  authority  with  regard  to 
pensions  or  gratuities  to  any  members  of 
the  staff;  he  could  only  make  or  refrain 
from  making  recommendations  to  the 
Treasury,  'fiie  limit  of  his  power  was  to 
refuse,  in  the  case  of  a  person  whom  he 
thought  undeserving,  to  give  the  certificate 
required  under  the  Superannuation  Act 
that  the  person  in  question  had  served 
with  diligence  and  fidelity  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  head  of  his  Department  The 
power  to  give  a  pension  was  expressly 
reserved  by  statute  to  the  Treasury, 
whose  decision  was  bindhig  and  final 
The  lady  to  whom  the  hon  Member 
referred  had  never  been  in   the  direct 
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service  of  the  Postmaster-General,  The 
postmaster  at  Portarlington  received,  in 
■addition  to  his  ordinary  remuneration,  a 
special  allowance  out  of  which  he  had  to 
provide  whatever  assistants  he  required. 
Miss  Blanc  was  one  of  the  assistants  so 
provided.  She  was  not  paid  by  the 
Postmaster-General  out  of  monies  placed 
at  his  disposal  by  Parliament;  she  was 
not  his  servant,  but  the  servant  of  the 
postmaster.  It  was  quite  true  that  she 
was  given  notice  of  discharge  by  direction 
of  the  Postmaster  -  General,  because, 
^though  she  was  not  his  servant,  she  was 
-employed  for  post  office  purposes,  and  it 
was  necessary  in  the  public  interest  to  see 
that  efficient  assistants  were  provided. 
Miss  Blanc  was  given  three  months' 
notice  to  retire  because  she  was  reported 
to  be  inefficient.  The  hon.  Member  had 
not  attempted  to  disprove  that  statement; 
-all  he  had  done  was  to  contend  that 
because  she  was  discharged  by  direction 
of  the  Postmaster-Greneral  she  was  his 
servant  and  not  the  servant  of  the  post- 
master. 

Mr.  DELANY  pointed  out  that   she 
was  discharged  under  the  age  limit. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
she  had  reached  the  age  of  60,  but  she  was 
not  discharged  under  the  age-rule  applic- 
able to  established  servants.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Treasury,  assistants  en- 
gaged by  the  postmaster,  and  paid  by  him 
out  of  the  allowance  which  he  received 
for  the  purpose,  were  not  qualified  under 
the  Superannuation  Act  for  pensions  or 
gratuities.  He  would  have  been  very 
^lad  4iad  it  been  in  his  power  to  obtain  a 
^gratuity  in  this  case,  but  in  the  opinion  of 
thej  Treasury,  whose  discretion  was 
4ibsolute  and  decision  final,  the  law  did 
mot  permit  any  such  grant  to  be  *  made. 
It  was  suggested  that  if  that  was  the  case 
he  oi'^ht  to  effect  a  change  in  the  law. 
JHe  doubted,  however,  whether  any 
Minister  wouJd  be  in  a  hurry  to  re-open 
the  question  of  superannuation.  It  was 
sufficiently  difficult  to  deal  with  in  the 
old  days  when  discussions  were  briefer 
than  to-day,  but  there  would  be  little 
•encouragement  to  take  up  so  large  a  ques- 
tion at  the  present  time.  In  any  case 
it  would  not  be  for  him  as  Postmaster- 
<}eneral  to  re-open  the  question.  The 
rule  was  applicable  to  all  branches  of  the 
Service,   and  any  amending  Bill   would 
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have  to  be  introduced,    defended,   and 
carried  through  by  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  DELANY  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  give  a 
certificate  for  £1  for  every  year  of 
service  rendered  by  this  lady. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
it  was  no  use  giving  such  a  certificate,  as 
the  Treasury  held  that  they  had  no 
power  to  make  a  grant. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  pressed  for  a 
reply  on  the  point  he  had  previously 
raised. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  k)R 
IRELAND  (Mr.  James  Campbell,  Dublin 
University)  said  the  complaint*  of  the  hon. 
Member  was  that  a  rate  collector  had 
been  surcharged  by  one  of  the  auditors 
appointed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.  In  such  a  case  the  rate  collector 
had  two  remedies.  The  first  was  to  apply 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a 
rehearing,  and  the  Board  had  jurisdiction 
to  hear  the  matter  on  any  legal  point  or 
on  its  meiits.  This  rate  collector  did 
appeal  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  as  he  understood  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers statement,  confirmed  the  decision 
of  the  auditor.  The  second  remedy  was 
for  the  person  who  thought  himself 
aggrieved,  to  enter  the  Kmgs  Bench 
Division  and  apply  either  for  a  mandamus 
or  for  a  certiorari  according  to  the  facts  of 
the  case.  According  to  the  hon.  Member 
the  rate  collector  threatened  that  remedy, 
but  owing  to  his  poverty  his  solicitor  was 
not  provided  with  the  necessary  funds,  and 
the  case  was  not  proceeded  with.  From  the 
hon.  Member^s  statement  he  should  draw 
the  inference  that  the  rate  collector  to 
whom  he  referred  must  have  had  a  hope- 
lessly bad  case.  He  did  not  think  there  was 
much  cause  for  complaint  in  this  case  be- 
cause the  rate  collector  had  an  appeal  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  they 
decided  the  matter  against  him. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  asked  if  the 
Solicitor-General  would  undertake  to  ask 
the  Local  Gbvernment  Board  to  reconsider 
this  matter. 

Mr.  JAMES  CAMPBELL  said  he 
doubted  whether  they  had  power  to  re- 
consider it  because,  once  they  had  given 
their  decision,  he  feared  it  was  final.  At 
the  same  time  he  would  mention  it. 
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Bill    read    a  second    time,    and  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow. 

THE  MOTORCARS  BILL  [LORDS]. 

As  amended,  further  considered. 

Clause  (Suspension  of  licence  and  dis- 
qualification)— 

**  In  page  3,  after  Clause  3,  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing clause  :  *(1)  Any  Court  before  whom 
a  person  is  convicted  of  an  offence  under  this 
Act,  or  of  any  offence  in  connection  with  the 
driving  of  a  motor-car,  other  than  a  first 
offence,  which  consists  solely  of  exceeding  an^ 
limit  of  speed  fixed  under  this  Act — (a)  may  if 
the  person  convicted  holds  any  licence  under 
this  Act,  suspend  that  licence  for  such  time  as 
the  Court  thinks  fit,  and,  if  the  Court  thinks 
fit,  also  declare  the  person  convicted  disquali- 
h(Hl  for  obtaining  a  licence  for  such  further 
time  after  the  expiration  of  the  licence  as  the 
Court  thinks  fit;  and  (6)  may,  if  the  person 
convicted  does  not  hold  auy  licence  under  this 
Act,  declare  him  disqualified  for  obtaining  a 
licence  for  such  time  as  tlie  Court  thinks  fit  ; 
and  {c)  if  the  person  convicted  holds  any  licence 
under  this  Act,  shall  cause  particulars  of  the 
conviction  and  of  any  order  of  the  Court  made 
under  this  section,  to  be  endorsed  upon  any 
licence  held  by  him,  and  shall  also  cause  a 
copy  of  those  particulars  to  be  sent  to  the 
council  by  whom  any  licence  so  endorsed  has 
been  ffranted.  (2)  Any  person  so  convicted,  if 
he  holds  any  licence  under  this  Act,  shall  pro- 
duce the  licence  within  a  reasonable  time,  for 
the  purposes  of  endorsement,  and  if  he  fails  to 
do  so  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under  this 
Act.  (3)  A  licence  so  suspended  by  the  Court 
shall,  during  the  term  of  suspension,  be  of  no 
effect,  and  a  person  whose  licence  is  suspended 
or  who  is  declared  by  the  Court  to  be  disquali- 
Hed  for  obtaining  a  licence  shall  during  the 
))eriod  of  suspension  or  disqualification  be 
disqualified  for  obtaining  a  licence.  (4)  Any 
person  who  is  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  the 
Court  under  this  seciion  disqualified  for  obtain- 
ing a  licence  may  appeal  again»t  the  order  in 
the  same  manner  as  a  person  may  appeal  who 
is  ordered  to  be  imprisoned  without  the  option  of 
a  fine ;  and  the  Court  may,  if  the^  think  fit,  pend- 
ing the  appeal,  defer  the  operation  of  the  order. 
(5)  If  any  person  who  unaer  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  is  disqualified  for  obtaining  a  licence, 
applies  for  or  obtainF  a  licence  while  he  is  so 
disqualified,  or  if  any  person  whose  licence  has 
been  endorsed  applies  for  or  obtains  a  licence 
without  giving  particulars  of  the  endorsement, 
that  person  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under 
this  Act,  and  any  licence  so  obtained  shall  be 
of  no  effect. — (Mr,  WcUter  Long,) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  <*  That  the 
clause  be  read  a  second  time  "  put,  and 
agreed  to. 


Mr.     SCOTT  .  MONTAGU    (Earn 
shire,    New    Forest)   said    he    tnougl 
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they  ought  to  have  some  assurance 
that  licences  would  not  be  taken  away 
except  for  serious  offences.  It  might 
be  right  to  take  away  a  licence  for  offences 
under  Clause  1,  but  to  deprive  a  man  of 
his  licence  for  simply  exceeding  the  speed 
limit  was  rather  narsb|  and  an  excessive 
punishment.  If  his  right  hon*  friend 
could  meet  them  upon  this  point,  he 
should  be  very  much  obliged.  His 
friends,  generally,  loyally  accepted  the 
decisions  which  the  House  had  arrived 
at  the  other  night,  although  they  did 
not  think  the  Bill  was  perfect,  and 
their  only  object  now  was  to  amend 
the  measure  in  such  a  way  that  it  would 
be  easily  workable,  and  be  a  real  benefit 
to  the  community.  He  begged  to  move 
his  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  proposed  clause,  to  add 
the  words  '  A  licence  shall  not  be  taken  away 
or  suspended,  or  any  person  disqualified  frooi 
taking  a  licence  under  this  Act,  except  in 
consequence  of  a  conviction  for  an  offence 
under  Section  1  of  this  Act,  or  for  drunken- 
ness whilst  in  charge  of  a  motor-car.' " — {Mr, 
Scott'MmUagu,) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

The  president  of  thb  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walito 
Long,  Bristol,  S.)  said  that  it  had 
been  represented  to  him  that  so  far  as  this 
provision  applied  to  professional  chauffeurs 
there  might  be  some  hardship  involved  in 
depriving  a  man,  who  depended  on  driving 
a  motor-car  for  his  livelihood,  of  his  licence 
for  a  first  offence  of  exceeding  the  speed 
limit  by  even  a  small  amount.  He 
suggest^  the  Amendment  he  had  db  the 
Paper  which  would  avoid  drivers  being 
deprived  of  their  licence  for  the  first 
offence  but  expose  them  to  that  penalty 
for  the  second  offence. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  that 
did  not  exactly  meet  his  point,  and  he 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  con- 
sider whether  he  could  not  put  in  the 
words  "or  second  offence,"  and  deal  with 
the  third  offence  as  the  one  upon  which 
the  1  icence  would  be  taken  away. 

Mr.   WILLIAM  REDMOND  ((Jlare^ 

E.)  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

might  accept  this  suggestion  because  an 

offence  against  the  speed  limit  might  be 

I  committ^  quite  unconsciously. 
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Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  also 
appealed  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
agree  to  this  suggestion,  because  a  ser- 
vant, driving  his  master  out,  had  to  go  at 
the  speed  his  master  wished,  and  it  would 
be  rather  hard  if  in  consequence  a  driver 
lost  his  licence,  and  thereby  lost  his 
means  of  livelihood. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  the  Amend- 
ment  in  its  present  form  would  not  carry 
out  the  object  of  the  clause  because  the 
first  sub-section  dealt  with  this  penalty 
and  imposed  it  with  regard  to  the  first 
offence.  It  was  a  little  difficult  to  alter 
the  clause  as  it  stood  on  the  Paper  in 
order  to  adopt  the  Amendment  of  his  hon. 
friend.  He  did  not  wish  to  make  the  Bill 
unduly  harsh,  but  he  thought  there  ought 
to  be  a  distinction  between  the  nrst 
and  second  and  subsequent  offences,  and  he 

{referred  the  clause  as  it  stood  on  the  Paper, 
f,  however,  the  House  desired  to  suspend 
the  licence  after  the  second  offence  he  had 
no  objection. 

Mr.  SPEAE  (Devonshire,  Tavistock) 
said  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ivould  not  accept  this  Amendment.  The 
public  ought  to  be  protected  from  reckless 
driving,  and  it  was  to  the  driver  they 
must  look  for  protection.  The  knowledge 
that  a  driver  would  suffer  severely  for 
breaking  the  law  was  a  necessary  protec- 
tion in  order  to  secure  the  safety  of  the 
public.  •Therefore  he  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  stand  firm  against 
this  Amendment. 

♦Mr.  MURRAY  (Coventry)  said  that 
if  any  person  drove  a  motor-car  recklessly 
he  would  be  dealt  with  severely  under 
the  1st  Section  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  WALTER  LpNG  said  it  would 
l)e  necessary  to  strike  out  the  words 
^*  which  consists  "  in  the  third  line  of  his 
new  clause,  and  insert  after  the  word 
"first"  the  words  "or  second  offence 
consisting  solely  of  exceeding  any  limit  of 
«peed  under  this  Act."  That  would  not 
Apply  to  reckless  driving  or  other  offences. 
If  his  hon.  friend  would  withdraw  his 
Amendment  he  would  move  those  words. 

*Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  asked  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  ty  leave,  withdrawn. 


Amendment  proposed- 


'*  In  line  3  of  proposed  claose,  after  the  word 
*  first,'  to  leave  out  the  words  '  offence  which 
oopsiste/  and  insert,  the  words  'or  second 
offence  consisting.'  **^Mr,  Walter  Long,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  (Power  to  prohibit  Motor-cars 
on  special  roads). 

"  In  page  4,  after  Clause  6,  to  insert  the  fol- 
io wins  clause:  *The  Local  Government  Board 
unay,  Dyreffulations  made  nnder  Section  6  of  the 
principal  Act,  prohibit  or  I'estrict  the  driving 
of  any  motor  cars,  or  of  anv  special  kind  of 
motor-cars  on  any  specified  highway,  or  part 
of  a  highway,  which  does  not  exceed  sixteen 
feet  in  width,  or  on  which  ordinary  motor-car 
traffic  would,  in  their  opinion,  be  especially 
dangerous.' " — {Mr.  Walter  Long). 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time 

Motion  made  and  Question,  "  That  the 
Clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  (Regulations  as  to  maximum 
weight  of  cars). 

**  In  pa^e  5,  after  Clause  9,  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing clause:*  (I)  The  Local  Government 
Board  by  regulations  made  under  Section  6 
of  the  principal  Act  may,  as  respects  any  c!a8s 
of  vehicle  mentioned  in  the  regulations,  in- 
crease the  maximum  weights  of  tnree  tons  and 
four  tons  mentioned  in  Section  1  of  that  Act 
subject  to  any  conditions  as  to  the  use  and 
construction  of  the  vehicle  which  may  be  made 
by  the  regulations.  (2)  The  power  of  the 
Liocal  Government  Board  to  make  regulations 
under  Section  6  of  The  Locomotives  on 
Highways  Act,  1896,  shall,  as  respects  motor- 
cars  exceeding  two  tons  in  weight  unladen, 
include  a  power  to  make  regulations  as  to 
speed.' " — {Mr.  Walter  Long), 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time,"  put, 
and  agreed  to. 


Clause  added  to  the  Bill 

The  next  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
was  a  new  clause  standing  in  the  name 
of  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  providing  for  the 
payment  of  compensation  for  accidents 
resulting  in  a  child's  death. 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Member 
for  North  Louth  was  not  present, 
but  as  he  had  intended  to  put  down  a 
similar  clause,  he  presumed  ne  would  be 
in  order  in  moving  that  standing  in  the 
name  of  his  hon.  friend. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  am  afraid  not. 
A  new  clause  can  only  be  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member  who  puts  it  down. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Is  it 
not  then  within  my  right  to  move  a 
similar  clause  now  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  No,  the  hon. 
Member  has  not  given  the  notice  which 
must  be  given  of  a  new  clause. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  at  this 
point  entered  the  House  and  moved  the 
clause  standing  in  his  name.  He  said  that 
the  change  in  the  law  which  he  proposed 
would  make  the  law  in  England  and 
Ireland  similiar  to  that  now  existing  in 
Scotland.  There  were  dangers  attaching 
to  motor-car  running,  and  when  accidents 
resulted  in  the  death  of  a  child  it  was 
])articularly  desirable  that  the  motorist 
should  be  liable  to  pay  some  amount  at 
any  rate.  He  did  not  think  it  was  an 
unfair  proposal,  and  the  Grovemment,  at 
all  events,  should  not  oppose  it  in 
principle.     He  begged  to  move. 

Clause  (Compensation  for  accidents 
resulting  in  child's  death). 

**Froin  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
where  the  death  of  a  minor  is  caused  in 
England  or  Ireland  by  a  light  locomotive  under 
circumstances  which  would  amount  to  an 
offence  a^nst  thi^  Act,  the  father  or  mother 
of  the  child  may  recover  damages  against  the 
owner  of  the  liffht  locomotive,  although  no 
direct  pecuniary  loss  resulted  from  such  death 
—{Mr.  T,  M.  Mealy.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  he 
took  great  interest  in  this  matter  also. 
He  thought  it  would  be  recognised  by 
everybody  that  the  clause  dealt  with  what 
was  undoubtedly  a  grievance.  In  the 
case  of  an  accident  where  a  child  was 
seriously  injured,  damages  could  be 
recovered  from  the  person  responsible  for 


the  accident,  but  if  a  person  caused  an 
accident  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  a 
child,  there  was  absolutely  no  remedy  in 
the  way  of  compensation.  Of  course,  if 
the  child  was  aead,  and  there  was  no 
monetary  loss  to  the  parents,  there  was  no 
action  for  damages  as  in  the  case  of  the 
death  of  a  person  upon  whose  labour  his 
relatives  might  have  to  depend.  Id  the 
case  where  there  were  a  number  of 
young  children,  one  of  whom  was  killed 
through  the  negligence  of  a  motor- 
car driver,  the  father  might  reasonably 
and  fairly  ask  to  be  compensated 
for  the  loss,  and  the  sum  of  money 
received  mistht  be  used  for  the  educatioD 
of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  child 
killed.  It  might  be  said  that  they  should 
not  limit  compensation  to  accidents 
resulting  from  motor-cars,  and  that  the 
same  law  should  apply  to  four-in-hand 
carriages.  They  were  dealing  with 
motor-cars  at  the  present  time,  and  that 
was  why  the  question  came  up.  But  he 
thought  they  were  all  agreed  that  the 
law  ought  to  be  altered. 

The  ATTORNEY- general  (Sit 
Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)  said 
the  proposal  was  to  apply  what  was  at 
present  the  law  of  Scotland  to  accidents 
occurring  through  motors  in  En^and 
and  Ireland.  He  was  not  surprised  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  had 
brought  forward  this  matter.  A  most 
deplorable  case  of  accident  was  brought 
under  his  notice  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Glare.  Of  course  he  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Member  that  thei  e  were  many 
points  in  the  law  of  Scotland  which 
might  be,  with  advantage,  applied  south 
of  the  Tweed.  Though  he  was  an 
English  lawver  he  was  still  a  Scotchman. 
The  law  of  England  and  Ireland  was^ 
well  settled  on  the  matter  that  compensa- 
tion could  be  given,  under  such  circum- 
stances, only  where  pecuniary  loss  was^ 
occasioned  by  the  death.  It  might  be  a 
matter  for  consideration  at  some  future 
time  whether  that  principle  might  not  be 
modified,  and  the  giving  of  a  solaiium 
allowed,  as  it  was  allowed  by  the  law  of 
Scotland.  But  he  thought  everyone 
would  agree  that  it  would  be  a  very 
extraordinarything  to  have  one  law,  in 
a  matter  of  this  kind,  in  the  caaeof  motors 
and  another  law  in  the  case  of  carriages. 
This    Bil)    dealing    with    the    law    ol 
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motors  would  render  the  law  almost 
grotesque  if  one  principle  was  applied 
in  this  case  and  another  in  all 
other  cases.  Under  those  circumstances, 
while  he  appreciated  the  motive 
which  had  led  to  the  moving  of  the 
Amendment,  and  more  particularly  in 
view  of  the  deplorable  accident  to  which 
his  attention  had  been  caUed,  he  would 
suggest  to  the  House  that  the  Amend- 
ment ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  said 
the  clause  only  proposed  to  give  effect 
to  the  volume  of  feeling  in  the  country 
that  the  law  should  be  altered  in  the 
direction  indicated.  One  of  the  most 
competent  County  Councils  in  the 
country  had  passed  a  resolution  exactly 
on  the  lines  ot  the  clause  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member.  The  argument  as  to  the 
application  of  a  different  law  to  a  motor- 
car from  that  applied  to  a  coach  wa^ 
one  which  would  not  hold  water.  A 
coach  or  a  carriage  did  not  inflict  the 
injury  and  the  devastation,  and  was  not 
guilty  of  the  massacres  of  which  motor- 
cars had  been  guilty.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
Member  would  take  the  opinion  of  the 
House  on  this  clause.  It  would  con- 
siderably assist  the  Attorney-General  in 
pressing  on  the  Government  the  desir- 
ability of  bringing  the  English  and  Irish 
law  up  to  the  high  standard  of  that  of 
Scotland. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston)  said  he  did  not  think  the 
objection  made  to  this  clause  by  the 
Attorney-General  was  altogether  a  valid 
objection.  It  was  based  merely  upon 
the  pedantry  of  the  law  as  it  existed. 
He  did  not  see  why  a  motorist  who  was 
responsible  for  an  aci^ident  in  England 
should  not  suffer,  while  in  Scotland  he 
would  have  to  pay  a  considerable  penalty. 
That  was  a  condition  of  things  which 
ought  to  be  remedied. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  he 
admitted  that  there  should  be  a  general 
alteration  of  the  law,  and  that  there 
should  not  be  one  law  for  motorists 
and  another  for  carriages. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  said  that  was 
just  what  he  ventured  to  describe  as  the 
pedantry  of  the  legal  view.     He  did  not 


see  why  they  should  not  modify  the  law 
whenever  they  had  an  opportunity.     He 
thought  they  should  modify  it  in  this 
case    and    say     that     the     killing    of 
a     child      in     England      or      Irelandi 
would  be  followed   by  the  same  penalty 
as  it  would  be  in  Scotland.    He  knew 
himself  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
dread    and    fear    on  the   part   of    tha 
public  with  regard  to  motor-car  driving, 
and    every  little  provision    they  could 
put  into  this  Bill  which  would  reassure 
the  public,  would  be  to  the  advantage 
both    of     the    motorists    and    of    the 
public.    He  did  not  see  any  objection 
to  this  clause  being  inserted  from   the- 
point  ot  view  of   motorists  themselves. 
They  drove  generally  with   great  care- 
and  skill,  and  he  had  nothing  to  say 
against  them.    Of  course  there  were  ex- 
ceptions, and  the  exceptions  were  those- 
particular  gentlemen  who  were  described 
as  '*road  hogs."    These  gentlemen  did 
not   receive    any  sympathy  from    any 
section  of  the  House  of  Commons.    But 
the    motorists    who    drove   their   cars- 
carefully    though     rapidly    would     be^ 
anxious  to   have    everything  put  into- 
this  Bill  that  would  reassure  the  public 
mind.     The  acceptance  of   this   clause- 
would  have  the  additional  advantage  of 
improving  the  general  law  and  placing 
it  on  the  same  high   level  as   that  of 
Scotland. 

Mr.  spear  said  he  certainly  thought 
that  where  a  motorist  broke  the  law 
and  killed  a  child  he  ought  to  pay 
compensation. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  said  if 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  went  to  a 
division  he  would  vote  for  this  clause. 
It  proposed  to  extend,  to  a  particular 
class  of  cases,  the  obviously  just  and. 
righteous  law  which  prevailed  in* 
Scotland.  Motor  car  traflSc  was  a  new 
feature  on  the  highways,  and  these 
vehicles  were  much  more  likely  to  lead- 
to  loss  of  life  than  horse  drawn  vehicles. 
Therefore,  when  they  had  a  Bill  dealing 
with  this  new  invention  of  science,  they 
should  apply  the  principles  of  equity,, 
and  not  be  hampered  by  any  mere 
technicality  or  analogy  with  other  laws. 
There  was  a  precedent  for  what 
was  proposed  in   the   law  of  Scotland. 
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What  has  happened  would  happen  con- 
stantly. Nothing  would  operate  as  such 
a  deterrent  to  drivers  of  motor-cars  as  to 
have  the  terror  of  this  clause  before  them. 
It  would  touch  them  upon  the  most 
sensitive  part;  and  there  would  be  a 
dread  that  if  a  child  was  run  over,  the 
parent  of  that  child  would  have  compensa- 
tion adjudicated  to  him  by  a  jury.  The 
clause  only  provided  for  compensation  to 
a  parent,  but  the  child  might  be  an  orphan, 
and  he  su^ested  that;  the  clause  mi^ht 
be  extendedso  as  to  include  compensation 
to  guardians. 

♦  Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  he  did 
not  oppose  the  clause,  and  he  might  say 
that  he  had  never  heard  of  a  child  who 
bad  been  killed  by  being  run  over  by  a 
jnotor-car.  He  hoped,  however,  that  if 
this  clause  were  accepted,  the  principle 
would  be  extended  so  as  to  include  every 
vehicle;  otherwise  they  would  have  the 
anomaly  of  motor-vans  being  liable  while 
horse-drawn  vans  were  not,  and  that 
would  be  unjust. 

Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.)  said  he 
^ould  sjpport  the  clause  of  his  hon. 
And  learned  friend ;  but  it  was  most 
annoying  to  hear  the  useless  reiteration 
of  certam  hon.  Members  in  their  talk 
about  massacres,  as  if  every  motor-car 
driver  was  a  sort  of  a  Herod  who  went  out 
on  to  the  road  to  murder  children.  He 
knew  that  the  public  mind  had  been 
alarmed  unnecessarily  about  motor-cars, 
and  that  was  largely  due  to  the  speeches 
and  writing  of  prejudiced  men,  who  had 
resolved  that  this  industry  should  be 
knocked  on  the  head  if  they  could  manage 
it.  He  asked  hon.  Members  to  vote  for 
this  clause,  and  to  realise  that  the  people 
connected  with  the  motor  industry  had 
every  desire  to  see  it  conducted  with  safety. 

♦Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.) 
said  it  did  not  seem  to  him  to  be 
necessary  to  have  such  a  display  of 
feeling  on  either  side  in  regard  to  this 
clause.  He  thought  that  the  proposal  in 
the  clause  was  only  fair  —that  where  there 
had  been  a  breach  of  the  Act,  either  by 
reckless  driving,  or  excessive  speed,  and 
a  fatal  accident  occurred,  there  should  be 
a  right  of  compensation.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  parents  had  an  accruing 
interest  in  the  lives  of  their  children. 

Mr,  Hemphill 


♦Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  (West- 
minster) said  he  would  be  sorry  if  all  the 
support  for  this  clause  came  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  He  entirely 
approved  of  the  principle,  and^if  this  were 
a  Bill  dealing  with  horse-drawn  vehicles 
he  should  like  to  see  it  applied  to  them. 
If  it  was  necessary  to  prove  pecuniary 
loss  before  an  action  for  damages  could 
lie,  surely  the  parents  lost  all  they  had 
spent  on  the  child  up  to  the  time  of  its 
death,  and  all  the  support  they  might 
expect  in  their  old  ace  when  the  child 

frew  into  a  man.  He  confessed  that 
e  would  be  naturally  influenced  by  the 
legal  or  constitutional  argument  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney- 
General,  but  if  they  waited  till  a  general 
law  were  passed  on  such  matters  as  that 
dealt  with  by  the  clause  under  discussion, 
they  might  have  to  wait  till  Doomsday. 
As  the  Attomey-Greneral  only  objected 
to  this  clause  on  the  groiyid  of  its  being 
special  legislation,  and  otherwise  approved 
of  the  principle,  he  would  make  a  sugges- 
tion wnich  would  relieve  the  situation 
and  possibly  induce  the  hon.  Memher 
(Mr.  Healy)  to  withdraw  the  clause. 
Would  the  Attorney-General  undertake 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  next  session  to  amend 
the  general  law  in  this  respect  1  If  not, 
he  (the  speaker)  would  vote  for  the  clause. 

Mr.  SEELY  (Lincoln)  said  that  this 
was  a  clause  which  he  would  be  very 

flad  to  see  applied  to  all  traffic  on  the 
ighways.  It  was  very  seldom  that  one 
noticed  in  the  papers  the  death  of  a  child 
by  being  run  over  by  a  motor-car,  but 
very  often  they  saw  reports  of  children 
being  killed  by  being  run  over  by  drays 
or  vans.  He  supported  the  clause,  but 
expressed  the  hope  that  at  some  future 
date  the  Attorney-General  would  apply 
the  principle,  by  means  of  a  general  law, 
to  all  classes  of  traffic  on  the  highways. 

Sib  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  that  he 
should  certainly,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  and  the 
Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland,  take  the 
matter  into  consideration ;  but  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  it  was  surrounded  with 
a  great  man^  difficulties  which  were  not 
fully  appreciated  by  the  House,  and  he 
must  not  be  understood  to  pledge  the 
Government  in  any  way  to  legislation. 

Mr.  bond  (Nottingham,  E.)  said 
that  as  he  understood  the  law  at  present. 
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a  master  was  not  responsible  for  an  acci- 
dent caused  by  his  coachman  when  act- 
ting  outside  the  scope  of  his  proper 
employment.  Why  should  the  owner 
of  a  motor-car  be  made  responsible  for 
the  acts  of  his  driver  if  he  were  acting 
outside  his  responsible  duty  ?  He  there- 
fore  deprecated  any   alteration  at  this 


stage,  and  in  the  present  Bill,  of  the 
well-established  principles  of  the  law 
relating  to  responsibility  for  accidents. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes  69;  Noes. 
123.    (Division  List,  No.  259.) 


Abraham,  W.  {Cork,  N.B.) 
Atheriej-Jonec,  L. 
Baffoi,  GM)t.  Jocoeline  FitsRoy 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
BroadliTirst,  Heoir 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  Jamee 
Bnrdett-CouttB,  W. 
Bums,  Jobn 
Caldwell,  James 
OampbeH,  Jc^  (Armaghf  8,] 
ClaDcy,  John  Joseph 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Dovm,  North 
Crooks,  William 
Davies,  Alfred  {Cartnarthen) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dnnn,  Sir  William 
FarreU,  James  Patrick 
Finch,  Rt.  Hn.  George  H. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  {Derby  Co. 
Toller,  J.  M.  F. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  HerBeri  J. 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Grant,  Corrie 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Amold-FoTBter,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Bain,  Otdonel  James  Robvt 
Balfour,Rl.  Hn.  A.J.(Aroii«AV 
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Roberts,  John  H.  {Denbighs. 
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Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
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Homer,  Frederick  William 
Howard,Jno.  ( Kent,Faversham 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {Glasgow 
Lawrence,Sir  Joseph  {Afonm^th 
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M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
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Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Manners,  Lord  Cecil 
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Mount,  William  Arthur 
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Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Pease,  H.  Pike  {Darlington) 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
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Plummer,  Walter  B. 
Pre  t  J  man,  Emest  George 
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Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rattigao,  Sir  William  Henry 
Bea,  Bussell 

Ritchie,Rt.Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
BoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rntherford,  John  {Lancashire 
Sackville,  Col.  8.  G.  Stopford 
Seely,Maj  J.  E.  B,{l3le  ojWight 
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Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinoudir,  Looia  (iZomf  ore/) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  {La}ics.) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Tomlinaon,  Sir  Wm.  E.  M. 
Yalentia,  viscoiint 
Walrond,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Col.  William  George 
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'Wh{te\9y,Il{A8hton'ttnd  Lyne 
Wodehoase,Rt  Hn.E.R.(Bff/^ 
Wylie,  Alezandei 
Wyndham,  Bt.  Hon.  Georgia 

Tellkbs  for  thb  Nois— 
Sir  Alexander  Aoland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  did  not 
wiah  to  occupy  time  by  discussing  this 
matter.  The  Amendment  was  a  reason- 
able one,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be 
accepted.    He  begged  to  move. 

Clause  (Cars  at  rest  upon  highways.) 

"  Where  the  driver  of  a  motor-car  requires  to 
Tisit  any  house  or  shop  for  the  purpose  ot 
business  or  refreshment  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
him  so  to  do,  provided  the  engine  of  the  car 
has  been  stopped ;  but  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  relieve  from  any  penalty  for 
causing  obstruction  when  the  driver,  after  a 
reasonable  interval,  has  been  required  by  a 
constable,  or  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any 
adjacent  premises,  to  proceed.**— (Ifr.  T.  M, 
Healy.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  clause  be  read  a  second 
time.*' 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  the  clause 
was  not  desirable.  It  was  lawful  for  a 
motorist,  so  long  as  he  did  not  create  an 
obatruction,  to  stop  in  the  road  for  any 
length  of  time. 

Motion  and  clause,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

*'In  page    1,  line  12,    to    leave    out    Sub- 
ion  27- 


seotion 


1,  line  12,    to    leave 
^—{Mr.   Walter  Long.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  nase  1,  line  22,  after  the  word 
'  constable,  to  insert  the  words  *  in  uniform  on 
duty.*  "--^Mr,  Louis  Sindmr,) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words 
be  there  insertcKi  in  the  Bill.'' 

Mr.  DALZIEL  supported  the  Amend- 
ment on  the  ground  that  if  there  had 
been  no  offence  committed  the  constable 
had  no  right  to  stop  him  at  all. 


Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  the  clause 
which  they  were  now  discussing  was  a 
clause  for  apprehending  any  driver  who 
committed  an  offence.  If  an  offence  had 
been  committed  no  objection  could  be 
raised. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  (Kent, 
Tunbridge)  asked  who  was  going  to 
be  the  judge.  A  man  nught  be 
stopped  for  committing  an  offence 
which  a  policeman  thought  he  had 
committed,  but  that  offence  had  to 
be  proved.  He  hoped  the  Amendment 
would  be  pressed. 

♦Sir  albert  ROLLIT  said  it  seemed 
to  him  only  right  and  consistent  with  th» 
duty  of  a  constable  that,  whether  in  or 
out  of  uniform,  he  should  apprehend  if  he 
saw  an  offence  had  been  committed. 

Major  JAMESON  said  this  clause 
ought  certainly  to  be  altered.  He  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  Amendment  and 
hoped  it  would  be  passed. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  appealed  to  the 
Committee  to  arrive  at  a  decision  on  this 
question.  The  provision  in  this 
section  gave  less  power  of  arrest  than 
any  other  Act  dealing  with  ordinaiy 
tra^c  on  the  highway,  and,  therefore, 
it  could  not  be  contended  that  motorists 
were  penalised  to^a  greater  extent  than 
other  people. 

*Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said 
motorists  were  also  under  the  Highways 
Act  of  1835,  and  therefore  could  w 
arrested  by  any  person.  How  was  a 
motorist  to  know  if  a  man  came  out 
from  behind  a  building  in  a  tweed  coat 
and  pot  hat  that  he  was  a  policeman  t 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  (Essex.  Rom- 
ford) said  he  now  desired  to  move  the 
Amendment,   which    provided    that   a 
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policeman  should  only  be  able  to 
arrest  when  he  actually  saw  the  offence 
committed.    He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  1,  line  23,  leave  out  the  words 
'  who  commits/  and  to  insert  the  words  '  whom 
he  sees  commit.' " — {Mr,  L<yui$  Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  **That  the  words 
'who  commits '  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  hoped  this 
Amendment  would  not  be  pressed.  The 
clause  was  perfectly  clear,  and  no  good 
could  be  done  by  altering  the  words. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

*<  In  page  1,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  words, 
<  and  wno,'  and  insert  the  words  *  if  he.'  *' 

"  In  page  1,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  word, 
•  whose,  aDd  iosert  the  words  *  if  the.*" — {Mr, 
Walter  Lonff.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  word  *'  and,"  in  line 
28 should  read  "or." 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
Clock,  further  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
as  amended,  stood  adjourned  till  this 
Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING, 


STRABANK,  RAPHOE.  AND  CONVOY 
RAILWAY  BILL  [BY  ORDER]. 

Lords  Amendments  further  considered. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"In  the  Title,  page  1,  line 2,  to  leave  oat 
the  word  *  railway,*  and  insert  the  words  *  a 
railway.' " 

The  first  Amendment,  again  read. 

Question  again  proposed,  ''That  this 
House  doth  agree  with  the  Lords  in  the 
said  Amendment.'' 

Mr.  MOONEY  said  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee  which  considered  this 
Bill  upstairs.  The  Bill,  as  originally 
draited,  proposed  three  railways,  one  of 


which  was  dropped.  The  other  two 
railways  formed  a  continuous  line  from 
Strabane  to  Letterkenny,  but  the  Lords 
had  struck  out  railway  No.  2  and  had 
only  granted  the  railway  as  far  as  Convoy. 
The  Committee  upstairs  sanctioned  the 
two  railways  because  they  considered 
that  they  would  link  up  the  whole  County 
of  Donegal.  The  Bill,  as  amended  by  the 
Lords,  would  only  provide  for  a  spur 
railway.  He  was  authorised  to  say  that 
if  this  Bill  had  come  to  that  House  earlier 
in  the  session  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  himself  have  moved  the 
rejection  of  the  Lords  Amendment.  In 
view  of  the  statement  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Chief  Secretary,  he  hoped 
the  promoters  would  take  the  Bill  as  it 
stood  and  come  to  Parliament  next 
session  for  railway  No.  2. 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Done«J,  W.)  said 
as  a  portion  of  the  County  Donegal  was 
affected  By  the  difference  which  had 
been  made  in  this  Bill  in  the  other  House, 
he  would  just  like  to  say  a  few  words 
in  support  of  the  Amendment  of  his 
hon.  friend.  If  the  Bill  had  been  carried 
in  its  original  form  it  would  have  afforded 
a  speedy  transit  for  fish,  which  was  the 
main  industry  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
with  only  one  transhipment  to  the 
port  of  exportation  for  England,  and 
thus  conduced  in  all  probability  to  a 
large  fresh  fish  trade  growing  up.  Having 
regard  to  the  efforts  made  this  session,  and 
last,  to  develop  this  industry,  it  was  of  great 
importance  that  any  Bill  to  promote  the 
industrv  should  not  be  mutilated.  As 
the  Bill  stood  they  were  no  better  off 
than  they  were  before.  He  associated 
himself  with  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  friend, 
and  protested  against  what  had  been 
done  in  the  other  House. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.):  As 
representing  the  constituency  in  which 
Strabane  was  situated,  he  hoped  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  be  able  to  carry 
out  his  promise  to  have  this  length 
of  railway  completed.  As  originally 
suggested,  Letterkenny  at  one  end  and 
Strabane  at  the  other  were  to  be  the 
termini  of  the  railway,  and  if  that  idea 
were  carried  out  there  would  be  a  direct 
means  of  transhipment  to  England. 
As  the  Bill  now  stood,  the  object  of  the 
promoters  had  been  completely  defeated 
by  what  had  taken  place.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Donegal  was  not  desirous  of 
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pushing  this  Motion  to  a  conclusion  and 
80  lose  the  Bill  altogether.  He  had  only 
moved  it  to  call  attention  to  what  had 
been  done. 

♦Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan.  N.) 
trusted  the  Government  next  session 
would  do  all  they  could  to  help  this 
very  important  undertaking.  It  would 
be  a  most  profitable  railwav,  and  he 
hoped  the  protest  of  the  Irish  Members 
would  have  its  e£fect.  These  lines  would 
be  a  great  benefit  to  the  people  in  that 
part  of  Ireland.  He  protested  against 
what  had  taken  place  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  where  a  number  of  Scotch  Lords, 
entirely  unconnected  with  Ireland,  had 
ruthlessly  thrown  out  a  Bill  which  had 
the  unanimous  support  of  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  would 
have  greatly  benefited  a  very  prosperous 
and  thickly-populated  district  of  Ireland. 

Dr.  MACDONNELL  (Queen's  Ca, 
Leix.)  said  before  the  Bill  left 
the  House  he  might  say,  after  the 
strong  expressions  of  opinion  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the  afternoon 
sitting,  he  thought,  on  behalf  of  the 
promoters  of  the  line,  he  would  not  be 
further  justified  in  opposing  the  Lords 
Amendments.  The  promoters  thought 
that  not  only  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man but  to  the  Irish  Government,  they 
owed  a  deep  debt  of  j^ratitude  for  the 
strong  position  they  had  taken  up  in 
the  matter. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Subsequent  Lords  Amendments  agreed 
to. 

NORTH  METROPOLITAN  ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL  [LORDS]  (BY 
ORDER). 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  235  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read 
a  second  time. — {Mr,  Caldwell.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed. 

AUCHTERARDER  TOWN  COUNaL 
ORDER  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

1^ Considered ;  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed 
Mr.  HemphiU. 


MOTORCARS  BILL  [LORDS]. 
As  amended,  further  considered. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"  In  pa«e  1,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  and '  and  insert  the  word  *  or.*  ''^{Mr,  Walter 
Long,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mb.  LOUIS  SINCLAIR  said  the  clause 
did  not  say  who  the  false  address  was 

S'ven  to.  It  might  be  to  a  little  boy  and 
en  an  offence  was  committed.  This 
as  at  very  important  point.  This  clause 
was  a  present  set  up  would  knock  the 
motor  industry  on  the  head.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

<*  In  page  1,  line  29,  after  the  word  *  address' 
to  insert  the  words  *  to  a  police  constahle  in 
nniform  on  duty.'  *  —  {Mr.  Louis  Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  insertea  in  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  ventured  to 
appeal  to  his  noble  friend  not  to  press 
this  Amendment,  and  not  to  move 
any  similar  Amendments  on  the  Paper. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  realise  that 
there  was  considerable  interest  at 
stake  on  this  Bill  passing  through  the 
House,  and  on  its  operation  after  it  passed; 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  insisted  on  moving 
Amendments  of  this  kind,  in  future,  he 
would  be  doing  the  greatest  possible 
damage  to  the  motor  traffic  of  this  country. 

Question  put^  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

>age  2,  to  lea 
Valter  Long.) 


**  In  page  2,  to  leave  oat  lines  15  to  24." 
^(Mr.  Walk    ' 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Me.  WALTER  LONG  said  in  regard 
to  the  next  Amendment,  whilst  he  was 
anxious  that  no  injustice  should  be  done 
to  the  driver,  at  the  same  time  thev  were 
determined  to  throw  upon  him  the  re- 
sponsibility of  seeing  that  his  number  was 
distinct.  The  object  of  die  Gk>vemment 
was  to  make  it  clear  that  the  driver 
should  see  that  his  number,  which  was  the 
means  of  identification,  was  not  obscured. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


925 


Motor-Cars 


{U  August  1903} 


Bm. 


926 


In  Order  to  insure  that,  be  proposed  to  in- 
sert these  words.  If  then  he  had  taken 
reasonable  and  practical  means  to  keep 
his  number  clear,  he  would  not  be  liable. 
He  asked  the  Committee  to  accept  these 
words. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

*'  In  page  2,  line  30,  after  the  word  *  that ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  He  has  taken  all  Btens 
reasonably  practicable  to  prevent.'  ** — (Afr. 
Walter  Long,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill" 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  that 
personally  he  would  prefer  the  words  he 
had  suggested. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

*'  In  page  2,  line  30,  to  leave  ont  the  words 
'had  been,'  and  to  insert  the  word  *  being.'  '* 

"  In  page  2,  lines  31  and  32,  to  leave  ont  the 
words  *by  unavoidable  causes  arisins  from 
natural  conditions  over  which  he  had  no 
control ' " 

*'In  page  2.  line  37,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *and  (b)  the  Council  of  any  County 
or  County  Borough  in  which  the  business 
premises  of  any  manufacturer  of  or  dealer  in 
motor-cars  are  situated,  may,  on  payment  of 
such  annual  fee,  not  exceeding  £3,  as  the 
council  require,  assign  to  that  manu- 
facturer or  dealer  a  general  identification 
mark  which  may  be  used  for  any  car  on  trial 
after  completion,  or  on  trial  by  an  intending 
purchaser,  and  a  person  shall  not  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  under  this  section  while  so  using  the 
car  if  the  mark  so  assi^ed  is  fixed  upon  the 
car  in  the  manner  required  by  the  council  in 
accordance  with  regulations  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  made  under  this  Act.'" — 
{Mr,  Walter  Long,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LOUIS  SINCLAIK  said  the 
Amendment  he  now  desired  to  move 
simply  proposed  to  make  a  person  who 
transgressed  the  clause  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  £5  instead  of  imprisonment.  Me 
instanced  the  case  of  a  man  taken  ill  on 
a  journey  and  handing  his  car  over  to 
another  person  to  take  to  its  destination ; 
under  such  circumstances  a  fine  would 
be  quite  sufficient. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — ^ 

*'  In  page  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  of  line  1 2, 
and  insert  the  words  *  liable,  on  summary 
conviction,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £5.' "— (Jfr. 
Louis  Sinclair,) 


Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
~  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


Ml." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  it  must  be 
assumed  that  a  certain  amount  of  common 
sense  would  be  exercised  in  dealing  with 
such  a  measure  as  this,  and  nobody  would 
t^e  the  word  "  emplov  "  to  include  the 
case  mentioned  by  the  hon*  Member 
Apart  from  such  extreme  cases,  the 
Grovemment  held  that  every  driver  must 
have  a  licence,  and  they  could  not  accept 
the  Amendment  on  the  slender  grounds 
which  had  been  put  forward. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn* 

Mr.  ARTHUR  MORTON  (Deptford) 
moved  to  raise  from  sixteen  to  seventeen 
years  the  age  at  which  a  person  would 
be  eligible  to  obtain  a  licence.  A  youth 
of  sixteen  could  hardly  be  expected  to 
possess  those  qualities  of  nerve,  judg- 
ment, and  skill  which  were  generally 
associated  with  older  persons.  The  age 
for  calnirivers  and  locomotive-drivers 
was  higher  than  sixteen  years,  and  he 
hoped  the  Amendment  would  commend 
itself  to  the  House. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

*'  In  page  3,  line  16,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  sixteen '     and     insert    the     word    *  seven- 
teen.' **— (ilfr.  Arthttr  Morton,) 

Question   proposed,  "That  the  word 

*  sixteen  *  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  had  had 
representations  made  to  him  from  both 
sides  on  this  question.  On  the  one  hand, 
it  was  said  that  a  boy  of  sixteen  might 
run  amuck  and  do  an  enormous  amount 
of  damage,  while  it  was  urged,  on  the 
other  hand,  that^  if  the  age  were  limited, 
a  great  injury  would  be  done  to  a  grow- 
ing industry,  and  that  lads  trained  in  a 
motor-school  were  just  as  capable  to 
drive  at  sixteen  as  at  seventeen  or 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  had  en- 
deavoured to  arrive  at  fair  oonclusiona 
on  the  various  matters  dealt  with  in  the 
Bill,  but  this  was  one  with  regard  to 
which  he  had  no  definite  opinion,  and  h» 
would  leave  it  to  the  House  to  say  for 
themselves  whether  the  age  should  be 
sixteen  or  seventeen. 
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Mb.  BROADHUKST  thought  that 
Bixteen  was  an  exceedingly  low  age  for  a 
lad  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  one  of  these 
powerful  machines,  which  were  as  diflS- 
oult  and  dangerous  as  a  torpedo  boat, 
and  whose  terrors  would  be  enormously 
increased  if  they  were  to  be  driven  by 
mere  schoolboys.  According  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy,  it  took  five 
years  to  learn  to  drive  a  motor-car,  so 
that  a  lad  would  have  to  begin  at  the 
age  of  eleven,  or  three  years  before  he 
was  permitted  to  leave  the  elementary 
school.  Hie  age  ought  certainly  not  to  be 
lower  than  seventeen,  and  if  the  proposal 
could  be  amended  to  make  it  eighteen 
he  would  gladly  support  the  higher 
limit. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  thought  the  Amend- 
ment was  not  oneof  first-class  importance. 
Some  of  the  best  drivers  of  motorcars 
were  young  men  of  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  he  knew  of  one  young  lady  of  fifteen 
who  would  drive  with  anv  expert  he 
knew.  With  regard  to  the  period  of 
training  necessary,  what  he  had  said  was 
that  to  learn  to  take  the  machine  to  pieces 
and  to  understand  every  possible  dis- 
organisation would  take  the  best  part  of 
three  years.  But  what  the  House  had  to 
bear  in  mind  was  the  case  of  parents,  who, 
looking  round  for  a  calling  for  their  sons, 
saw  that  this  industry  was  growing  into 
popularity,  and,  believing  that  in  it  was 
to  be  found  a  congenial  and  remunerative 
empioyroent,  paid  considerable  premiums 
in  order  that  their  sons,  at  the  age  of 
twelve  or  thirteen,  might  be  taught  the 
mastery  of  the  machine  with  a  view  to 
becoming  drivers.  He  did  not  think  it 
a  vital  point  of  the  Bill,  but  he  hoped 
the  age  of  sixteen  would  be  adhered  to. 

♦Mb.  BUEDETT-COUTTS  understood 
the  object  of  the  Bill  to  be  to  give  reason- 
able privileges  to  a  new  invention,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  protect  the 
pubUc  against  the  dangers  and  in- 
conveniences which  had  been  constantly 
felt  in  connection  with  motor-cars.  If 
these  complicated  machines  were  to  be 
allowed  to  travel  along  the  highways  at 
an  unprecedented  rate  of  speed,  involving 
dangers  which  required  great  judgment 
and  decision  on  the  part  of  the  driver, 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  objects  of 


the  Bill  to  place  in  charge  youths  of  siz- 
t  een  years  of  a^e.  Considering  the  general 
intention  of  the  Bill,  he  thought  it  was 
more  in  consonance  with  the  public 
interest  that  the  age  should  be  seventeen. 

*Mb.  SCOTTMONTAGU  maintained 
that  the  modem  motor-car  was  so 
controllable  in  its  nature  that  there  was 
really  no  harm  in  a  boy  of  sixteen  being 
in  charge.  He  believed  that  any  person  of 
average  intelligence  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
was  fit  to  betrustedwith  a  motor-car.  One 
of  the  great  evils,  which  motorists  hoped 
to  counteract,  was  the  driving  of  cars  by 

Eersons  who  were  not  properly  qualified, 
ut  if  the  age  were  raised  to  seventeen  it 
would  be  difficult  to  commence  to  train 
men  as  young  as  was  desirable.  He  hoped 
to  see  the  day  when  a  proper  body  would 
give  certificates  for  motor-driving  just 
as  the  Jockey  Club  gave  licenses  to 
jockeys,  but  if  the  aije  at  which  inen 
could  begin  to  drive  was  placed  so  high 
there  would  not  be  the  same  opportunity 
of  training  them.  If  men  were  to  be 
properly  trained  they  must  be  **  caught 
young,"  and  sixteen  was  not  too  low  an 
age  if  they  were  to  be  trained  as  they 
should  be. 

Mb.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden)  thought  that  boys  of  sixteen 
were  in  many  cases  competent  to  con- 
trol motor-cars,  and  that  parents  and 
guardians  might  be  trusted  to  prevent 
their  undertaking  duties  of  this 
character  unless  they  were  competent  to 
do  so. 

SiB  WILLIAM  TOMLINSON  (Preston) 
expressed  the  opinion  that  owners  of 
such  costly  machines  as  motor-cars 
were  not  likely  to  entrust  them  to  incom- 
petent persons. 

Mb.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 
approved  of  beginning  to  train  the 
drivers  of  these  powerful  machines 
as  early  as  sixteen  years  of  age,  and 
urged  that  they  should  have  two 
or  three  years*  training  in  the  work 
shop.  Boys  were  not  permitted  to  drive 
locomotive  engines,  although  they  had 
a  couple  of  rails  to  run  on.  Moreover, 
lads  of  sixteen  had  not  the  sufficient 
strength  of  wrist  to  turn  a  spanner  or 
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screwdriyer.  He  thought  that  eighteen 
or  nineteen  would  be  a  more  suitable  age 
for  allowing  them  to  take  the  full 
responsibility  of  drivers. 

Mr.  LLEWELLYN  (Somersetshire,  N.) 
contended  that  for  powerful  machines, 
which  were  most  dangerous  if  carelessly 
handled,  it  was  necessary  to  have  drivers 
with    an    experience    of    the   road,    a 


knowledge  of  what  horseii  and  drivers 
could  do,  and  of  what  was  likely  to 
happen,  which  could  hardly  be  expected 
from  a  boy  of  sixteen. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  79  ;  Noes, 
85.    (Division  List  No.  260.) 


AYES. 


Abraham,  W.  (Corh.  N.B,) 
Anson,  f>ir  William  Keynell 
Anstrnther,  H.  T. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
BaJl^,  Jamei  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Oolonel  James  Robert 
Balfoiir,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  {Manch'r 
Balfoar.Rt.  HnGeraldW(/.ee<^ 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henxr 
Campbell  J.H.M(Z>u6/»w Univ. 
Caraon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V  C  W  (Derhysh,) 
Cecil,  Lord  Haj^h  (Greenwich) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  ThoR.  H.  A.  E. 
Cohen.  Benjamin  Lonis 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
'i>nke,  Henry  Edward 
Dummg-Lawrence.  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Dougks 
Tellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fison,  Frederick  William 


Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  P.  S.  (Wartvicky  8.W, 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Goscben,  Hon.  Geo.  Joachim 
Gouldinff,  Edward  Alfred 
Grant,  Corrie 
Hambro,  Cttarlee  Eric 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Jameson.  Major  J.  Enstace 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh,) 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (GUisgaw) 
Lawrence.  Sir  Joe  {Manm*th) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cormcail 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  He&eage 
LncaSfReginald J.  (Por^«mou^A) 
Maodona,  John  Cumming 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M* Arthur,  William  (CormocUl 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Montagu,  G.  (Huniingtion) 
Murray,RtHn  A.  Graham(Bti<e 
O'Connor,  Jae.  (WicJdow,  W.) 
O'Dohertr,  William 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 


Peate,  H.  Pike  (Darlinffton) 
Peaae,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edw^jurd 
Bea.  Bnssell 

Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Clevland) 
Seely,  Chas.  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,  Maj.  J.E.B.(/*/ro/iri^A/ 
Sinclair,  Lonis  (Romford) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Talbot,  Lord  E  (Chichester) 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Scott- Montagu  and 
Mr.  Griffith  Boscawen. 


NOES. 


Aclaud-Hood,  Capi.  Sir  A.  F. 
Agjff-Oardner,  James  Tynte 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Bi^ood,  James 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brodiick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Burdett-Coutte,  W. 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  {Armagh^  S,  '• 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Crooks,  William 
Crossley,  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Eari  of 
DaTiet,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Tarrell,  James  Patrick 
Finch,  Rr.  Hon.  George  H. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 


Flannery ,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Gardner,  Ernest 
GodsonjSirAugustnsFrederick 
Gordon,  J.  (Londonderry^Souih 
Greene, Henry  D.  (Shretosbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Ca/nbs,) 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Qurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesSeale- 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Helder,  Augastns 
Hemnhill,Kt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Henaer8on,SirA.  (Stctfford^W, 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Lhtrham) 
Hermon-Hodge.  Sir  Robert  T. 
Howard,  Johu(  ^en^,/at?er«A'm 
Hudson,  Georce  Bickersteth 
Joyce,  Michael 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  H.  Alex.  (Donegal,  W,) 
Lawson,  Jn.  Gran  t<  Yorks,  N,  B, 


Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-Georffe.  David 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
M^enna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  Jas.  (Stirlingshire) 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Piatt- Higgins.  Frederick 
PlummerTSVaUer  R. 
Purvis,  Robert 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
SackviUe,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Sharps,  William  Edward  T. 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Slrcnid) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
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SpeDoer,RtHon  CB,{NoHhafU8 
Sullivan,  Doaal 
Thomas^David  Alfred  {Merthyr 
Thomp6on,DrEC(Afcma^AnjY. 
Walrond.  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
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Wair,  Jamas  Oallowaj 

Whittakar,  Thomaa  Palmar 
Wilaon.  H.  J.  (York,  W.  S,) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wodehonse,  Rt.Hn.E.R(Ba/A 
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Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Morton  and  Mr. 
Llewellyn. 


Word 
the  BUL 


' seventeen"  there  inserted  in 


Question  put,  and  agreed  ta 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

"In  page  3,  line  17,  after  the  woid  *  licence/ 
to  insert  the  wordn  *  except  that  a  licence 
limited  to  driving  motor-cycks  may  be  gnmted 
to  a  person  over  the  age  of  fourteen  years.'''— 
{Mr,   Walter  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  3,  line  25,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  or  his  horse  or  vehicle,'  and  insert  the  words 

*  whether  on  foot,  on  horseback,  or  in  a  vehicle, 
or  to  any  horse  or  vehicle  in  charge  of  any 
person.' " 

**  In  page  3,  line  29,  after  the  word  *  liable '  to 
insert  the  words  *  on  summary  conviction.' " 

"In  page  3,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'each,'  and  insert  the  words  *the  first.* " 

"In  page  3,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  on  summaiy  conviction.' " 

"  In  page  3,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  wwds 
•or  in  the  case  of  a,'  and  insert  the  words  *and 
in  respect  of  the.'  " 

"In  page  3,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  conviction,'  and  insert  the  words  'offence  to 
a  fine.' " 

"  In  page  3,  line  33,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  shaU  be  subject' '*—{Mr,  Walter  Long.) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 
"In  page  3,  line  33,  after  the  word  *or '  to 

insert   the   words   *in    the  discretion  of  the 

Court.'" -(^r  Walter  Long.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

*Mr,  SCOTT-MONTAGU  asked  why 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  in- 
sert those  words. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  it  was 
simply  a  small  drafting  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  2,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*and  giving.'  ^—{Mr.  Walter  Long.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  3,  after  the  word  '  register  *' 
to  insert  'and  the  giving  of  those  ptoti- 
culars.'"— (3fr.  Walter  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  4,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  provided  that,'  and  insert  the  words  *  but  a- 
person  shall  not  under  an^  circumstances  drive 
a  motor-car  on  a  public  highway  at  a  speed  ex* 
ceeding  twenty  miles  per  hour,  and.'  '  —{Mr^ 
Walter  Long.) 

Question  "That  the  words  'provided 
that'  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put,  and 
negatived. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  word» 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  Bill — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  and '  and  insert 
the  words  '  between  sunrise  and  one  honr 
after  sunset,  or  at  a  speed  exceeding 
twelve  miles  an  hour  from  one  honr  after 
sunset  until  sunrise  on  the  following  day.'  '*— 
{Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'and'  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Amendment  to  the  Bill.'' 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  his 
objection  to  the  Amendment  was  that  he 
believed  it  would  constitute  a  fresh 
danger  to  the  public.  Under  this  Bill 
the  House  was  enacting  that  every  one 
must  drive  to  the  i^eneral  safety  of  the 
public.  There  were  nights,  no  doubt^ 
when  a  driver  might  be  able  to  see  as 
well  as  in  the  day  time ;  but  in  his  judg- 
ment it  would  be  very  dangerous  to  put 
in  the  Bill  a  provision  that  the  rate  of 
speed  at  night  time  should  be  twelve  miles 
an  hour.  It  was  incumbent  on  drivers 
of  motor-cars  to  exercise  cauti(Mi  as  to  the 
speed  at  which  they  drove  cars  on  dark 
nights,  for  over  a  great  part  of  the 
journey  they  would  be  passing  through 
dark  and  narrow  roads.  Twelve  miles 
an  hoiu*  would  be  an  excessive  speed  ia 
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the  majority  of  cases  at  night,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  impose  the 
obligation  on  drivers  to  consider  the 
safety  of  the  public.  This  proposal  con- 
stituted a  very  great  danger  to  the 
public,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  accept  it. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion)  saw  no  reason  why  a  limit 
should  not  be  put  in  for  driving  at 
night.  Even  upon  moonlight  nights, 
imder  the  most  favourable  circumstances, 
twelve  miles  an  hoiu*  could  not  be 
exceeded.  He  thought  twelve  miles  an 
hour  was  quite  as  reasonable  for  the  night 
as  for  the  day.  It  was  most  important  that 
in  the  night  the  limit  should  be  fixed. 

Mr.  WHiLIAM  M'ARTHUR  (Corn- 
wall, St  Austell)  thought  that  twelve 
miles  an  hour  was  too  high  a  speed  for 
nigbt  time.  The  main  consideration  for 
drivers  should  be  the  safety  of  the  public 
rather  than  any  adherence  to  a  hanl  and 
fast  limit.  He  sincerely  hoped  the 
Government  would  not  accept  the 
Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend  behind 
him. 

♦xMr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  (Ports- 
mouth) said  he  belonged  to  a  class  of 
people  who  still  rode  a  bicycle,  and  he 
confessed  that  motor-cars  interfered  with 
his  enjoyment  by  day.  If  a  man  saw  his 
way,  and  the  road  and  the  night  was 
clear,  whv  should  he  not  go  as  fast  as  he 
liked  ?  There  was  less  chance  cf  destroy- 
ing anybody  else.  If  he  was  driving  on 
an  intricate  and  difficult  road,  he  would 
not  wish  to  drive  at  a  reckless  speed. 
If  there  was  any  occasion  on  which  they 
could  give  licence  to  drivers  and  leave  the 
matter  of  speed  to  their  discretion,  it  was 
at  night.  A  man  would  not  wish  to 
destroy  himself,  or  his  motor-car.  He, 
therefore,  would  not  limit  the  speed  as 
proposed. 

*SiR  ALBERT  ROLLIT  said  the 
different  natural  conditions  of  day  and 
night  dictated  the  speeds.  Days  were, 
for  motor  purposes,  practically  uniformly 
light,  but  the  light  at  night  varied  from 
almost  daylight  to  pitch  darkness,  and 
a  night  limit  would  be  both  useless 
and  wrong,  especially  as  there  was 
generaUy  less  traffic  at  night.  The 
proposed  limit  was  absolutely  un- 
necessary. 


Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Proposed  words  there  inserted  in  the 
BiU. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  BiU. 

*'  In  page  4,  line  32,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  the  spo^  of  any,'  and  insert  the  words  *  a 
perK>n  shall  not  drive  a.*"— (-^y*.  Walter 
iong.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  moved  an  Amendment 
providing  that  no  conviction  should 
take  place  under  the  section  unless  the 
exact  and  measured  rate  of  speed  was 
produced.  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  thought  it  ri^ht 
to  insert  a  speed  limit  in  the  BiU.  He 
stiU  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  wrong,  and  he  ventured  to  say, 
if  the  question  were  properly  discussed, 
the  House  would  support  that  opinion. 
But  they  had  now  to  recognise  the  fact 
that  twenty  mUes  an  hour  would  be  the 
speed  limit,  at  aU  events  for  a  time.  If 
they  were  to  have  a  speed  Umit,  it  was 
o«ly  fair  that  a  person,  charged  with 
going  beyond  it,  should   have  the  fact 

roperly  proved  before  being  convicted. 

'o  policeman  should  be  entitled  to  say 
that  in  h  s  opinion  a  car  was  going  at  a 
certain  speed.  The  highest  experts  said 
it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  tell, 
simply  by  looking  on,  whether  a  car 
was  goinff  at  twenty,  twenty-five,  or 
thirty  miles  an  hour.  It  was  surely 
reasonable  to  ask  that  exact  evidence 
of  speed  should  be  produced.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  BUI — 

<*  In  pa>;e  4,  line  38,  at  the  end,  to  insert  ttie 
words,  *  Provided  always  that  the  exact  and 
measured  rate  of  speed  is  produced.* " — 
{Mr.  Dalziel.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill.'' 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  the  speed 
would  ordinarily  be  taken  by  police 
constables,  and  he  submitted  that  it 
would  be  quite  unreasonable  to  say  that 
there  should  never  be  a  conviction  for 
going  at  a  grossly  excessive  rate  of  speed, 
unless    there  bad    been   such    a   speed 
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measure  aa  was  contemplated  by  the 
faon.  Member.  The  Amendment  which 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  was  going  to 
move,  was  the  right  one.  He  proposed 
to  provide  that  ''a  person  shall  not  be 
convicted,  under  this  provision,  for  exceed- 
ing the  limit  of  speed  of  twenty  miles 
merely  on  the  opinion  of  one  ^«  itness  as  to 
the  rate  of  speed."  That  fairly  met  the 
circumstances.  The  effect  of  the  Amend- 
ment now  before  the  House  would  be 
that  although  there  were  numbers  of 
witnesses  to  prove  that  a  car  was  travel- 
ling at  a  grossly  excessive  rate  of  speed, 
no  conviction  could  be  obtained  unless 
the  exact  rate  of  speed  was  certified. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich)  said 
it  was  little  short  of  absurd  to  expect  a 
mere  looker-on  to  give  a  really  reliable 
statement  as  to  the  speed  at  which  a  motor- 
car was  travelling.  How  could  anyone 
tell  whether  a  car  was  going  at  eighteen 
miles  or  twenty-four  miles  an  hour  ?  It 
was  utterly  beyond  the  capacity  of  the 
human  eye.  U  nless  they  had  a  mechani- 
cal means  of  testing  the  speed,  he  did  not 
believe  they  could  enforce  the  speed  limit 
at  all.  He  believed  the  solution  of  the 
question  would  be  not  to  have  a  speed 
limit. 

Major  JAMESON  said  that  all  they 
asked,  now  that  there  was  a  speed  limit, 
was  that  there  should  be  a  legal  test 
of  the  speed,  but  the  right  hon.  GenUe- 
man  absolutdv  refused  to  allow  that. 
He  asked  the  dommittee  if  there  was  ever 
anything  so  outrageous  as  the  proposal 
that  a  motor  driver  should  be  liable  to  be 
sent  tx)  prison  on  the  mere  ipse  dixit  of  an 
ordinary  person,  who  ^ve  an  opinion  on 
a  matter  of  speed  which  was  admittedly 
difficult  to  determine. 

*Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  that 
anybody  who  had  tried  to  test  speed 
knew  how  difficult  it  was.  A  friend  of 
his  own  had  recently  made  some  tests  in 
Victoria  Street  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
and  the  follovnng  figures  gave  the  result 
of  his  observations.  He  found  that  in 
some  instances  the  speed  per  hour  of 
omnibuses  was  1 1  miles ;  covered  vans 
11^  miles;  private  carriages  and  coster 
carts  12^  miles ;  hansom  cabs  12$  miles  ; 
4tnd  bicycles  1 6|  miles.     He  thougnt  there 

Sir  Robert  Finlay. 


was  a  great  deal  to  be    said    for   the 
amendment. 

♦Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  said  a 
constable  would  find  it  extremely  diflfi- 
cult  to  ascertain  the  exact  speed  of  a 
motor,  unless  he  had  a  stop  watch  in 
his  hand.  A  stop  watch  would  enable 
him  to  tell  fairly  accurately  a  speed  of 
say  twenty-five  miles  an  hour,  but  if  he 
was  taking  the  test  over  a  short  distance 
and  the  motor-car  was  going  (as  miuiy 
did  now)  forty  or  fifty  miles  an  hour,  it 
would  be  a  great  question  if  he  could 
take  the  rate  of  speed  quite  accurately. 
To  make  a  prosecution  dependent  on  his 
doing  so  would  nullify  the  safeguard  of 
the  speed  limit  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  that 
if  this  Amendment  were  agreed  to,  they 
might  rest  satisfied  there  would  be  very 
few  con  vie  lions.  In  the  eventuality  of 
this  Amendment  being  accepted,  would 
the  Automobile  Club  undertake  to  supply 
stop  watches  to  everybody  ?  He  hoped 
the  Amendment  would  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  GORDON  (Londonderry,  S.) 
thought  they  might  trust  the  police  to 
deal  as  effectively  with  motor  traffic  as 
they  now  dealt  with  ordinary  traffic.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  this  Amendment  con- 
tained two  assumptions,  firstly,  that  the 
witnesses  in  motor  cases  would  deliberately 
state  what  they  knew  to  be  untrue,  and, 
secondly,  that  the  magistrates  would 
always  accept  the  evidence  of  people  un- 
worthy of  credence.  He  thought  the 
House  would  do  wrong  not  to  trust 
the  men  who  looked  after  the 
public  interest  in  regard  to  ordinary 
traffic  and  other  matters  which  related 
to  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  to  look 
after  the  public  intei'est  in  regard  to 
motor-car  traffic.  Why  should  they 
have  some  different  method  applied  in 
regard  to  evidence  on  this  particular 
class  of  offence  from  that  appUed  to 
other  offences  ?  He  hoped  the  House 
would  not  consent  to  this  change  in  the 
ordinay  law. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  (York- 
shire, Shipley)  said  he  hoped  that  his 
right  hon.  friend  would  stand  to  his 
position.  He  was  certain  that  if  the 
Amendment  were  adopted,  the  confidence 
of  the  public  in  the  efficacy  of  the  Act 
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to  restrain  the  speed  of  motor-cars  on 
the  highways  would  be  considerably 
weakened. 

Mr.  PHILIP  FOSTLK  ( ^Warwickshire, 
Stratford-upon-Avon)  said  he  thought 
that  if  this  proposed  test  of  speed  was 
adopted  there  would  be  endless  traps  set 
all  over  the  country  for  motorists. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  that 
there  were  three  classes  of  persons  who 
had  business  on  the  highways  to 
whom  the  speed  limit  should  not  be 
appUed^-first,  firemen ;  second,  bishops 
or  priests  who  were  going  to  minister  to 
a  dying  soul;  third,  doctors  who 
were  hurrying  to  attend  a  patient. 
He  begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  4»  line  38,  at  the  end,  to  insert 
the  words  'Provided  always  that  a  medical 
man  driving  a  motor-oar  or  cycle  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  a  patient  in  ux|^nt  need 
of  his  assistance,  or  a  member  of  a  fire  brigade 
attending  a  fire,  shall  not  be  liable  for  ex^«d- 
ing  the  speed  limits  under  this  Act.'  ** — {Mr, 
ScoU'Montagtu) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill.*' 

Mr. WALTER  LONG  said  that  he  hoped 
that  his  hon.  friend  would  not  press  his 
Amendment,  which  really  meant  that  a 
medical  man  should  have  a  licence  to 
risk  the  lives  of  various  persons  in 
order  to  save  the  life  of  another  person. 
In  that  way  he  wastikely  to  do  more  harm 
in  one  direction,  than  he  was  likely  to  do 
good  by  his  professional  skill  in  another. 
Then,  if  a  medical  man  was  to  be  allowed 
to  go  at  a  greater  speed  than  twenty 
miles  an  hour,  was  he  going  to  have  a 
special  mark  on  his  car  in  the  daytime, 
and  a  special  light  at  night  ? 

Sm  WALTER  FOSTER  said  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  had  really 
disposed  of  the  Amendment.  He  knew 
that  his  hon.  friend  had  been  in  com- 
munication with  a  large  number  of  the 
medical  profession  who  felt  strongly  on 
the  point ;  but  as  most  of  them  had 
been  going  for  many  years  past  at  a 
much  less  speed  than  twenty  miles  an 
hour,  h^  did  not  think  they  would  be 
called  upon  to  go  at  any  greater  speed 
in  the  future. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

♦Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  said  he 
would  like  to  suggest  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  could  not  find 
some  words  to  prevent  the  fines 
being  made  unduly  cumulative.  He 
moved — 

*'  In  line  38,  insert  these  words,  *  That  the 
fines  under  this  Act  shall  not  be  accamulative 
wiUiin  the  spaoe  of  twenty-four  hours.' '' 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

*'  In  paffe  4,  line  38*  at  the  end,  to  insert  the 
words  *tbe  fines  under  this  Act  shall  not  be 
accumulative  within  the  space  of  twenty-four- 
hours.* "—(if r.  Scott-Montagu.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  BilL^' 


Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  that 
what  his  hon.  friend  really  proposed  was 
that  after  being  fined  for  his 
first  offence,  a  motorist  could  go 
on  breaking  the  law  with  impunity 
for  the  rest  of  the  twenty-four  hours. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  he  had  an 
Amendment  to  move  in  redemption  of 
a  promise  made  in  CJommittee. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

'*  In  page  4,  line  38,  at  end,  to  add  the  words 
'but  a  person  nhall  not  be  convicted  under 
this  provision  for  exceeding  the  limit  of  speed 
of  twenty  miles  merely  on  the  opinion  of  one 
witness  as  to  the  rate  of  speed.' "—(ilfr. 
Walter  Long,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

'*  In  page  4,  line  38,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words 
*  (2)  Where  a  person  is  prosecuted  for  an  offence 
under  this  section,  he  shall  not  be  convicted 
unless  he  is  warned  of  the  intended  prosecution 
at  the  time  the  offence  is  committed,  or 
unless  notice  of  the  intended  prosecution  is 
sent  to  him  or  to  the  owner  of  the  car  as 
entered  on  the  register  within  such  time  after 
the  offence  is  committed,  not  exceeding  twen^- 
one  days« as  the  Court  think  reasonable.' " — ( Azr. 
Waiter  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill. 


section 


In  page  4,  line    39,   to  leave   out    Sub- 
ion  2^ 
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Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  page  5,  line  14,  at  beginning,  to  insert  the 
words  *  (1)  Local  authorities  within  the  meaning 
of  the  last  preceding  section  shall  give  public 
notice  of  any  regulation  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  made  in  pursuance  of  this  Act  pro- 
hibiting or  restricting  the  use  of  motor-cars  on 
any  highway  or  part  of  a  highway,  or  limiting 
the  speed  of  motor-cars  within  any  limits  or 
place,  and  for  the  put  pose  of  giving  effect  to 
any  such  regulation  shall  place  notices  in  con- 
spicuous places  on  or  near  the  highway*  part 
of  a  highway,  limits,  or  place  to  which  the 
regulation  refers.'  " — {Mr  Walter  Long.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

'*In  page  5,  lines  15  and  16,  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  the  councils  of  boroughs  and  elsewhere 
than  in  boroughs  of  counties,'  and  insert  the 
words  *  local  authorities  within  the  meanins  of 
the  last  preceding  section.'"— (if r.  WdUter 
Long,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill.'' 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  said  that  he  was 
informed  that  County  Councils  had  no 
control  over  the  highways,  although 
they  had  the  power  of  making  by-laws 
which,  however,  they  could  not  enforce. 
In  order  to  safeguard  the  interests  of 
the  pubUc,  he  would  suggest  that 
instead  of  'Mocal  authorities''  in  the 
Amendment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
there  should  be  inserted  the  words 
•*road  authorities." 

*SiR  ALBERT  ROLLIT  said  that  in 
the  boroughs  the  County  Councils  had 
no  right  of  entry,  and  the  former 
objected  strongly  to  this  provision.  The 
boroughs  were  entitled  to  the  control 
of  the  roads  and  their  surfaces  in 
their  own  areas.  He  objected  to  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  that  though 
many  County  Councils  had  no  direct 
jurisdiction  over  the  highways,  no  right 
of  entry  and  no  right  to  put  up  notice 
boards,  it  would  be  easy  for  them  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  with  the 
highway  authorities.  The  County 
Councils  would  receive  the  fees  for 
the    registration    of    motor    cars,    and 


were   best   chosen,  therefore,   to   bear 
the  expense  of  putting  up  these  notices. 

Question  put,  and  negatived 

Proposed  words  there  inserted  in  the 
Bill. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill  — 

**  In  page  5,  line  26,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'convicted  of  an  offence  under  this  Act  and.' " 
—{Mr.  Walter  Lang.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

**  In  page  5,  line  27,  to  leave  out  the  wordi 
'  ten  pounds '  and  insert  the  words  '  twenty 
shillings  under  this  Act:  "—{Mr.  Walter 
Lang.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  ^ords 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Bill" 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  this  was  a 
compromise  to  meet  the  difficulties  raised 
in  various  quarters  on  the  question  of 
appeal. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  presumed  it 
was  useless  to  challenge  the  decision 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  But  he 
would  point  out  that  the  right  of  the 
appeal  would  be  of  comparatively  little 
value,  for  after  all  it  would  be  an  appeal 
from  magistrates  in  Petty  Segnoofl 
to   magistrates   in  Quarter   Sessions— 

Eractically  the  same  men.  They  would 
e  the  same  type  of  anti-motoring» 
unreasonable  men.  He  therefore  did 
not  attach  much  importance  to  the 
appeal. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Proposed  words  there  inserted  in  the 
Bill    ^.  ^ 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill— 

**  In  page  6,  line  1,  at  beginning,  to  insert  the 
words  *  It  is  hereby  declaml  that.' " 

•*In  pace  6,  line  1,  leave  out  the  word, 
*shall'  and  mseit  the  words  *and  the  prin- 
cipal Act.'  "—{Mr.  Walter  Long.) 

Amendments  agreed  to.^ 

Amendment  proposed  to^the^Bill— 
In  page  6,  line  22,  at  beginning,  to  !«»▼« 
the  word  'to.'"— <-^»'-  Walter  Lang.) 
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Amendment  agreed  to. 


Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  6,  line  22,  to  leave  oot  the  word 
*to.'" 

'*  In  page  6,  line  31,  at  end,  to  insert  the  words 
*  (5)  Ally  fine  under  this  Act  shall  be  recover- 
able hy  imprisonment  in  terms  of  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  Acts.'  **—{The  Lord  Advocate,) 

Amendment  agreed  ta 

Amendments  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

<*In  page  7,  line  19,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words :  '  (2.)  Sub-sections  1  and  3  of  Article  32 
of  The  Local  Government  (Application  of 
Enactments)  Order,  1898,  shall  be  substituted 
for  Sub-sections  1  and  5  of  Section  87  of  the 
The  Local  Government  Act,  1888.' " 

*'In  page  7,  line  25,  at  end,  to  insert  the 
words :  '  (3)  Sections  1  to  4,  inclusive,  of  The 
Oiminal  Evidence  Act,  1898,  shall  extend  to 
Ireland  in  the  case  of  a  person  charged  vnth  an 
offence  under  this  Act.'   —(Afr.  Walter  Long,) 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Major  JAMESON  moved  an  Amend- 
ment excluding  motor-cycles.  He  said 
it  was  dear  that  motor-cycles  were  not 
nearly  so  dangerous  as  motor-cars, 
indeed  the  rider  of  a  motorcycle, 
himself,  ran  by  far  the  greatest  risk,  and 
was  the  first  one  to  be  hurt  if  an  acci- 
dent happened.  It  was  generally  the 
poor  man  who  invested  his  £5  in  a 
motor-cycle  to  enable  him  to  travel 
to  and  from  his  work,  and  he  therefore 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
as  far  as  possible  strike  motor-cycles 
out  of  the  Act. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"In  page  7,  line  31,  after  the  word  *car' 
to  insert  the  words  *nor  shall  it  include  a 
motor-cycle.* " — (Major  Jameson, ) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  Bill'* 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  hoped  his 
hon.  friend  would  enlighten  the  House 
as  to  where  motor  cycles  could  be  got 
for  £5,  He  opposed  the  Amendment 
and  would  like  to  r^nind  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  that  only  the  other  day 
41  most  lamentable  and  deidorable 
iusoident  was  caused  by  a  motor  cycle. 


the  magistrates,  and  the  maximum  and 
not  the  minimum  was  fixed. 

Major  JAMESON :  I  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  pointed  out  that, 
under  Standing  Order  45,  provision  as 
to  the  duration  of  the  Bill  must  be  put 
in  a  clause  by  itself,  whereas  it  was  part 
6{  Clause  17.  It  had  better  be  made 
Clause  18. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  That  will  be  done. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG  appealed  to  the 
House  to  read  the  Bill  a  third  time  at 
once. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  Amendments. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
(No.  2)  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered. 

Thb  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.)  moved  various  drafting 
Amendments,  which  were  agreed  to. 

Sir  WALTER  POSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston)  thought  the  Bill  a  very  reason- 
able one.  But  he  desired  to  point  out, 
though  it  went  some  way  towards  making 
it  possible  for  local  authorities,  in 
town  districts,  to  provide  buildings  for 
people  who  were  (Lriven  to  reside  out- 
side towns,  there  were  a  large  number 
of  other  subjects  to  be  dealt  with  be- 
fore they  could  consider  that  adequate 
and  sufficient  powers  were  given  to  the 
local  authorities  to  deal  with  the  serious 
conditions  that  existed  in  our  large  towns 
and  rural  districts.  The  powers  con- 
ferred would,  sooner  or  later,  have  to  be 
made  much  more  stringent  if  they  were 
to  deal  with  a  growing  and  crying  evil. 
A  scandalous  state  of  things  existed  in 
rural  districts  especially,  because  of  the 
scarcity  of  houses,  and  they  wanted  a 
much  stronger  Bill  than  the  one  for 
which  they  were  now  thanking  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman. 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  trusted  that  *Sm  ALBERT  ROLLIT,  as  a  member 
the  Amendment  would  not  be  pressed,  of  the  Committee  which  dealt  with  the 
The  penalties  were  in  the  discretion  of  I  question,  also  expressed  his  thanks  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


943 


Revenve 


(COMMONS} 


Bill. 


944 


fc 


t^e  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  having 
)ressed  the  Bill  forward,  and  espeeially 
or  the  extension  of  the  period  of  repay 
ment  of  loans  from  sixty  to  eighty  years. 
That  was  a  material  advance  in  solving 
a  great  social  problem,  for  which  those 
interested  in  municipal  action  must  be 
grateful.  But  land  ousht,  as  he  recorded 
in  Committee,  to  have  oeen  treated  as  a 
permanent  asset  or  the  terms  of  repay- 
ment made,  in  respect  of  land,  100  years. 
This  would  have  enabled  rents  to  be 
reduced,  and  so  the  classes  contemplated 
by  Parliament  to  be  served  by  better 
houses,  which  ought  to  be  done. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton)  also  desired  to  tender  his  thanks  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  having  brought 
forward  this  Bill  so  promptly  and  re- 
moved so  many  difficulties. 

♦Mr.  THORNTON  (Clapham) :  As  the 
representative  of  a  large  working  class 
constituency  joined  in  the  expression  of 
thanks  for  a  measure  which  would  help 
to  get  rid  of  the  slums  of  London.  This 
Bill  provided  just  the  requisite  link 
between  previous  enactments  which  gave 
local  authorities  power  to  clear  out 
insanitary  areas.  Hesitating  Borough 
Councils  confronted  with  such  evils 
would  now  be  obliged  to  act.  He  looked 
forward  to  a  brighter  future  for  our 
poorest  population. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  EXPENSES  BILL. 

[Third  Bkadino.] 
Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  R) : 
entered  a  further  protest  against  the 
action,  taken  for  the  first  time  this  year, 
in  this  and  the  Naval  and  Military 
Works  Bills  of  dating  the  period  for 
the  repayment  of  borrowed  money  from 
the  time  the  money  was  actually  lent 
instead  of  from  the  date  of  the  com- 
mencoment  of  the  works.  He  hoped 
that  system  would  not  be  extended. 

The  CHANCELLOR  or  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  RrrcHiE,  Croydon) 
replied  that  the  plan  seemed  to  be  a 
most  reasonable  one. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Sir  Albert  Rollit, 


EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

REVENUE  BILL 
(Considered  in  Committee.) 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  agreed  ta 

Clause  2. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid.) 
suggested  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  that,  considering  the  laU 
period  of  the  session,  and  the  fact  that 
this  clause  had  not  been  considered  by 
the  home  manufacturers,  the  Committee 
should  not  proceed  with  it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  asked 
for  an  explanation  of  the  clause.  The 
Gk>vernment  which  was  po  divided  on  the 
question  of  free  trade  versus  protection 
were,  by  this  Bill,  proposing  to 
give  the  importer  of  foreign  goods 
an  advantage  over  home  manu- 
facturers. The  German  would  set  up  a 
little  distillery  and  manufacture  cheap 
spirit  at  an  enormous  profit,  because  he 
was  not  hampered  by  the  restrictions 
that  the  Government  placed  upon  the 
man  at  home.  This  clause  was  need- 
lessly in  favour  of  the  German  spirit 
manufacturers  as  against  the  home  dis- 
tiller. It  simply  said,  *'  pity  the  sorrows 
of  the  poor  importer,"  and  it  put  him  on 
the  same  level  as  the  man  who  was 
living  on  the  home  soil,  paymg  the 
country's  taxes  and  was  bound  by  all 
the  restrictions.  The  English  did  not 
make  very  much  spirit,  but  that  was 
not  the  case  with  the  Irish  or  Scotch, 
and  kwing  regard  to  the  rapid  develop- 
ment of  the  motor-car  assassination 
industry,  they  were  looking  forward  to 
making  a  much  larger  quantity  of  cheap 
spirit.  He  went  into  this  question  in 
Committee  upstairs  some  years  ago,  and 
his  experience  told  him  that  the  man 
who  was  connected  with  the  Customs 
Department  was  to  some  extent  a 
patriot  and  was  in  favour  of  his  own 
country  as  against  the  foreigner,  but 
the  exciseman,  who  had  only  to  do  with 
the  Excise  Department,  was  a  parochial' 
minded  man  who  cared  for  nothing  but 
getting  in  the  revenue.  He  strongly 
opposol  the  acceptance  of  this  clause. 
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♦The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  RrrCHiB,  Croydon) 
said  he  was  not  surprised  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  failed  to  under- 
stand the  practical  meaning  of  the  clause. 
If  there  was  any  real  objection  to  the 
clause  he  could  not  press  it,  but  it  was 
really  brought  forward  in  the  interest 
of  home  manufacturers  of  xylonite  and 
other  articles,  because  an  old  law 
practically  imposed  on  articles  imported 
in  which  spirit  was  used,  duty  to  the 
extent  of  lis.  6d.  a  gallon.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  this  duty  had  collected  because 
of  its  highly  protective  character 
while  the  home  manufacturers  paid 
only  6d.  a  gallon.  It  was  in  the 
interest  of  the  home,  manufacturers  that 
the  Grovernment  was  induced  to  bring 
forward  this  clause. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Split  the  Cabinet 
and  resign  on  it. 


♦Mr.  RITCHIE  said  the  intention  of 
the  clause  was  to  make  the  foreign  im- 
porter pay  duty  on  the  articles  imported 
and  thus  establish  an  equality.  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  thought  this  clause 
ought  not  to  be  proceeded  with,  he 
would  not  press  it. 


Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.)  said  he 
agreed  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man that  nothing  could  be  more 
detrimental  to  the  home  manufacturers 
than  to  encourage  the  importation  of 
xylonite  and  other  articles  in  the  pro- 
duction of  which  cheap  foreign  spirit 
was  used.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer wanted  these  articles  made,  why 
did  he  not  give  the  people  of  this 
country  an  opportunity  of  making  them. 
The  spirit  employed  could  be  distilled 
here  and  would  be  no  worse  than  the 
stuff  that  came  from  Germany  and  was 
drunk  by  the  English  people  as  Irish  and 
Scotch  whisky.  He  could  quite  under- 
stand a  split  in  the  Cabinet  taking  place 
on  the  subject  of  xylonite,  and  he  hoped 
the  difference  would  increase  until  some- 
thing was  done  to  help  the  home  manu- 
facturers. He  begged  to  move  the  re- 
jection of  the  clause. 


Amendment  proposed— 

**  To  leave  out  ClAtt8e2." — {Major  Jameson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clauses  3,  4,  and  5  agreed  to. 
Clause  6. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  in  page  3,  line  28,  to  leave  oat  from  the 
first  word  *  company '  to  end  of  clause."— (Jfr. 
Herbert  Robertson.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  7  and  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. 

Amendment  proposed— 

<*  To  leave  oat  Clause  9.'Mlfr.  Caldwell.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clauses  10  to  17  agreed  to. 

•Clause  18. 

♦Sir  albert  ROLLIT  (Ishngton,  S.) 
asked  questions  regarding  the  regula- 
tions concerning  the  National  Debt  and 
Savings  Banks. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THB  TREASURY  (Mr.  Eluot,  Durham) 
said  these  regulations  were  of  a  technical 
character,  but  he  would  consider  them. 

Clause  18  agreed  to. 

Clause  19. 

.  Amendment  proposed-- 

"  In  page  6,  line  35.  after  the  word  'Act'  to 
insert  the  words  *  shall  come  into  operation  on 
the  first  day  of  September  nineteen  hundred 
and  three  and.'  ''—{Mr.  Chancelhr  of  the  Ex- 
chequer.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Schedules  agreed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
to-morrow. 
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PREVENTION    OF   CORRUPTION  BILL 
[LORDS]. 

Order  for  consideration,  as  amended 
(by  the  Standing  Committee),  read,  and 
discharged.    Bill  withdrawn. 

LONDON  SCHOOL  BOARD  (HILLDROP 
ROAD  SITE)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.    Bill  withdrawn. 

METROPOLITAN  IMPROVEMENTS 
(FUNDS)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.    Bill  withdrawn. 

BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE  ACT  (1882) 
AMENDMENT  BILL  [LORDS]. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.    Bill  withdrawn. 

POOR  PRISONERS*  DEFENCE  BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


COUNTY  COURTS  JURISDICTION 
EXTENSION  BILL. 


Order    for    Consideration    of 
Amendments  read. 


Lords 


Motion  made,  and  question  proposed, 
*^  That  the  Lords  Amendments  be  now 
considered."— ('^^  ^^^^  RollU.) 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich)  said 
the  Bill  as  it  stood  was  almost 
an  absurdity.  As  the  BiU  had 
come  down  from  the  Lords,  it  was 
absolutely  unworkable,  for  it  could  not 
become  operative  until  another  Bill  had 
been  passed. 

^Mr.  speaker  said  the  course  taken 
by  the  noble  Lord  was  very  unusual. 


Lord  HUGH  CECIL  said  he  was  in 
fact  moving  the  rejection  of  the  Bill, 
which  ought  to  be  postponed  until 
another  session.  It  was  made  to  depend 
upon  the  Crown  whether  it  would 
work,  and  the  Crown  could  not  be  latis 
fied  that  it  would  work  unless  another 
Bill  was  passed.  This  Bill  might  be 
hung  up,  in  a  condition  of  suspended 
animation,  because  the  (^rown  was  not 
satisfied  that  it  would  work.  There 
ought  not  to  be  any  attempt  to 
prejudge  the  action  of  Pariiament  in  a 
future  session,  when  the  matter  would 
have  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  proper  way 
on  the  initiative  of  the  Ministry,  and  with 
a  proper  provision  out  of  public  funds. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  accept  his 
Motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
the  Lords  Amendments  for  three 
months. 


Amendment  proposed — 

'<To  leave  oot  the  word  'now'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Qneetion  to  add  the  words  'this 
day  three  months.'  "—{Lord  Hiigh  Cecil,) 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

♦Sir  albert  ROLLIT  contended 
that  the  Bill  was  perfectly  workable, 
under  the  existing  County  Court 
Statutes,  and  that  the  Questions  brought 
forward  by  the  noble  Lord  had  all 
been  argued  on  the  previous  stages 
of  the  Bill.  The  promoters  of  the 
Bill  did  not  think  the  Lords  Amend- 
ments were  necessary,  but  the  Lord 
Chancellor  had  expressed  a  desire  to 
improve  the  Bill,  and  therefore  they 
were  ready  to  accept  them  in  defer- 
ence to  and  out  of  respect  for  the 
opinions  of  His  Lordship. 
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Mr.  spear  (Devonshire,  Tavistock) 
said  he  had  been  urged  by  his  con- 
stituents to  support  the  Bill  as  rendering 
it  easier  for  a  man  of  smaU  means 
to  obtain  justice. 

LOBD  HUGH  CECIL  asked  for  an 
explanation  of  its  meaning.  As  far  as 
he  could  see,  the  King  might  be  satisfied 
in  one  year  and  not  in  another,  and  the 
Bill  might  be  put  into  force  and  taken 
back  again. 

♦Sir  albert  ROLLIT  said  the  noble 
Lord  was  under  some  misapprehension. 
The  clause  merely  provided  that  a  cause 
might  be  transferred  from  one  Court  to 
another  for  the  purposes  of  trial.  It  did 
not  interfere  at  all  with  the  jurisdiction 
of  ..each  Court;  that  would  be  full,  com- 
plete, and  permanent  under  the  Bill. 
But  the  Lords  had  inserted  an 
Amendment  that  before  that  totnsfer 
took  place  His  Majesty  should  be 
satisfied  that  the  Court  to  which  the 
transfer  was  to  be  made  was  able  to 
perform  the  duty  without  being  over- 
crowded with  work.  The  clause  was 
sub{»idiary;  it  only  touched  transfers, 
and  it  did  not  deal  with  the  primary  juris- 
diction conferred  by  the  Bill.  On  this,  as 
on  all  other  points  he  had  criticised,  the 
noble  Lord  was  entirely  misinformed  and 
in  error,  e,g.,  the  jury  question  and  also 
the  remuneration  of  registrars. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Lords    Amendment   to    the    Amend- 
ment— 
**  In  page  2,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2.'' 
VOL.  CXXVIL    [Fourth  Series.] 


Agreed  to. 


Lords  Amendment — 

*'  In  page  2,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  2,  and 
insert  clause :  'A — (I)  Where  two  or  more 
districts  are  consolidated,  notwithstanding 
anything  in  Section  45  of  the  County  Courts 
Act^  1888,  contained,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Treasury,  may  make  such 
provision  for  the  duMes  of  the  registrar  and 
otherwise  as  he  may  think  fit.' " 


The  next  Amendment  read  a  second 
time. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) 
said  they  were  now  considering  the 
Lords  Amendments.  He  wished  to 
ask  why  the  phrase,  "concurrence 
of  the  Treasury"  should  be  intro- 
duced in  this  clause.  That  was  not 
one  of  the  Lords  Amendments,  and  be 
suggested  that  it  could  not  be  moved  now. 
Unless  the  Lords  Amendment  was  first 
agreed  to  he  contended  that  this  Amend- 
ment could  not  be  moved. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Is  it  relevant  to  the 
Lords  Amendments  1  You  can  always 
amend  the  Lords  Amendments  by  some, 
thing  which  is  relevant  to  the  subject 
matter. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  understood 
that  the  Lords  had  no  power  to  deal  with 
what  was  underlined.  They  had  no 
power  to  insert  the  underlined  matter. 

Thb  financial  secretary  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) 
contended  that  they  had  a  right  tf> 
amend  the  Lords  Amendments  in  the 
way  he  had  proposed. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  think  the  second 

sub-section  is  relevant  to  the  first    It  is 

quite  common  for  one  House  to  amend 
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the  Amendments  of  the  other  House  and 
send  the  Bill  back  again. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  they  had  no 
power  to  make  these  Amendments. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  It  is  now  proposed 
to  amend  thi&  Amendment  by  adding 
those  words, 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  submitted  that 
Sub-section  2  was  entirely  divorced  from 
Sub-section  1.  It  was  a  financial  propo- 
sition, and  the  Lords  had  no  power  to  put 
in  a  financial  proposal.  He  thought  they 
must  first  agree  to  the  Lords  Amendment 
before  they  could  amend  it.  They  had 
not  yet  agreed  to  the  Amendment,  and 
the  proposal  now  was  that  it  should  be 
amended  first  and  then  agreed  to. 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  think  this  proposal 
is  quite  in  order.  The  Question  is  **  that 
those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  again  respectfully 
submitted  that  no  such  Question  could  be 
put.  He  submitted  that  the  first  Question 
to  be  put  was  "  that  this  House  do  agree 
with  the  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." 
The  Question  now  being  put  was  "  that 
those  words  be  there  added."  He  sub- 
mitted that  they  should  first  agree  with 
the  Lords  Amendment,  and  then  put  the 
Question  that  they  agree  with  the  Lords 
Amendment  as  amended. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  Amendment  is 
quite  in  order.  The  Question  has  been 
abready  put  that  the  House  do  agree. 
When  the  Amendment  has  been  made 
the  House  will  be  asked  to  agree  with 
the  Lords  Amendment  as  amended. 


Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
added,'*  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question,  "  That  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Lords  Amendment  as  amended,'' 
put,  and  agreed  to. 


Subsequent  Lords  Amendments  agreed 


to. 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  BILL  [LORDS]. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. — Bill  withdrawn, 

PRIVATE    LEGISLATION    PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1899. 

Return  ordered,  "  of  all  the  Draft  Pro- 
visional Orders  under  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  which  in  the  session  of  1903  have 
been  reported  on  by  the  Commissioners ; 
together  with  the  names  of  the  Com- 
missioners ;  the  first  and  also  the  last 
day  of  the  sittings  in  each  group;  the 
number  of  days  on  which  each  body  of 
Commissioners  sat ;  the  number  of  days 
on  which  each  Commissioner  has  served  ; 
the  number  of  days  occupied  by  each 
Draft  Provisional  Order  before  Com- 
missioners ;  the  Draft  Provisional  Orders, 
the  Preambles  of  which  were  reported  to 
have  been  proved  ;  and  the  Draft  Pro- 
visional Orders,  the  Preambles  of  which 
were  reported  to  have  befen  not  proved." 
—{The  Lord  Advocate). 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
of  the  House  of  the  28th  day  of  July, 
Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  with- 
out Question  put. 


Adjourned    at   twenty    mioates 
after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Hastings  Harbour  Bill  [h.l.].  Re 
turned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments.  The  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy*  Rail- 
way Bill.  Returned  from  the  Commons 
with  the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Ulster  and  Connaught  Light  Railways 
Bill.  Returned  from  the  Commons, 
with  the  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Auchterarder    Town    Council     Order 

Confirmation    Bill.      Read     1*;    to    be 

printed  ;  and  (pursuant  to  the  Private 

Legislation  Precedure    (Scotland)    Act, 

1899)  deemed  to  have  been  read  2»  {The 

I  Lord  Balfour)';  and  reported    from  the 

:  Committee ;  and  to  be  read  3»  to  morrow. 

;  (No.  219.) 
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pointing  the  Committee.  Minutes  of 
evidence,  with  a  digest  of  the  evidence, 
appendices  and  index. 


I- 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


I  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

I  L  Report,  for  the  year  1902,  on  the 
i  museums,  colleges,  and  institutions  under 
I  the  administration  of  the  Board  of 
I  Education. 

^  II.  Greneral  Reports  on  higher  educa- 
"^  tion,  with  Appendices,  for  the  year  1902. 

^  III.  Lists  of  secondary  schools,  science 
t^  and  art  schools  and  classes,  and  evening 
^  schools  under  the  administration  of  the 
I  Board,  1902-1903. 

^      IV.  Grants  to  School  Boards— Grants 

^  paid  to  School  Boards  under  Section  97 

^  Elementary      Education     Act,     1870 ; 

School  Board  accounts;  List  of  loans, 

1902-1903. 

Butter  Regulations:  Final  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  other 
Industries  and  Technical  Instruction  for 
Ireland,  to  inquire  and  report  upon  the 
desirability  of  regulations  under  Section 
4  of  the  Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act, 
1899,  for  butter;  with  the  Minute  ap- 

VOL.  CXXVII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


CUSTOMS. 
Forty-seventh  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  His  Majesty's  Customs  (for  the 
year  ended  3l8t  March,  1903). 

COLONIES  (ANNUAL). 
No.   393.       Hong-Kong    (Report   for 
1902).     Presented   [by  Command],   and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PACIFIC  CABLE  ACT,  1901  (ACCOUNT 
1902-1903). 

Account  showing  the  money  issi^d 
from  the  Consolidated  Fund  under  tho 
provisions  of  the  Pacific  Cable  Act,  1901 
(1  Edw.  7,  c.  31),  and  the  money  received, 
expended,  and  borrowed,  and  securities 
created  under  the  said  Act,  to  the  31st 
March,  1903. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE, 
i  Account,  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  Paymaster-General  on  behalf 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in 
respect  of  the  funds  of  Suitors  of  tlfe 
Court,  in  the  year  ended  28th  February, 
1903:  Also,  account  of  the  National 
Debt  Commissioners  for  the  same  period 
in  respect  of  funds  held  by  them  on 
behalf  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature, 
together  with  the  Report  of  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor-General  thereon. 

Laid  before  tbe  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  Table. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 
Return    respecting — laid    before     tbe 
House  (pursuant  to  Order  of  the  12th  of 
June  last),  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  214,) 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (No.  2) 
Bill-^The  Lord  Kenyon.)  (No-  215.) 
Public  Buildings  Expenses  Bill— (T^« 
Loi'd  Windsor.)  (Na  216.)  Expiring 
Laws  Continuance  Bill.) — The  Lord  Presi- 
dent, D.  Devonshire.)  (No.  217.)  Poor 
Prisoners'  Defence  Bill. — {The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor.) (No.  218.)  Brought  from  the 
Commons ;  read  1*  ;  to  be  printed ;  and 
to  be  read2»  to-morrow. 


PATENT  OFFICE  (EXTENSION)  BILL. 
Committed :    The  Committee  to  meet 
forthwith. 
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MOTOR-CARS  BILL  [H.L.]. 
The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  :  I  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  moving  that  the  Amend- 
ments made  by  the  House  of  Commons 
in  regard  to  this    Bill    be    considered, 
and   next   I  shall    move  that  they  be 
agreed  to.     Having  regard  to  the  interest 
which  was  taken  by  many  Members  of 
this  House   when    the   Bill   was  before 
your  Lordships,  I  think  it  would  perhaps 
bo  convenient  that  I  should  briefly  state 
the  changes  which  have  been  made — or 
at  any  rate  the  main  changes — by  the 
House  of  Commons.     As  they  appear  on 
the  Paper,  the  Amendments  seem  to  bulk 
very  largely,  but  having  watched  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Bill   through  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  having  spent  a  considerable 
time  in  studying  the  actual  Amendments 
made,  I  am  able  to  say  with  confidence 
that  they  appear  on  the  Paper  much  more 
formidable  than  they  are  in  fact.     I  may 
even  go  so  far  as  to  say  that,  as  the  Bill 
is  returned   to   us,    there    is    only    one 
Amendment  of    outstanding  importance 
which  has  been  made  in  the  Bill  since  it 
left  this  House  a  week  or  two  ago,  and 
that  Amendment  is  the  insertion  of  a 
Fpeed  limit  of  twenty  miles  an  hour  in 
Clause  7.     That  subject  was  very  fully 
debated  in  this  House  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  and  the   position  I  then  took 
up  on  behalf   of    the   Government,  and 
with  which  personally   I  most  strongly 
agreed,  was   that   the   imposition   of  an 
arbitrary  speed  limit  was  a  tactical  mis- 
take and  would  not  serve  the  real  purpose 
which  its  advocates  had  in  view.     The 
real  outstanding  objection  to  it — an  ob- 
jection   to  which  I   have  not  seen    an 
answer — is  that  it  obviously  must  tend 
to  obscure  the   real   importance  of  the 
provisions  in  the  first    clause  of  the  Bill, 
which    provides    for    the   imposition   of 
serious  penalties  for  the  offence,  in  itself 
equally    serious,    of    driving   recklessly, 
n^ligently,  or  to  the  danger  of  the  public. 
I  may  say  now,  as    I   said  before,  that, 
taken  by  itself,  a  speed  limit  of  twenty 
miles  an  hour,  or,  indeed,  of  any  other  num- 
ber of  miles  an  hour,  is  not  of  itself  of  much 
importance    for    the    protection    of  the 
public.     The  real  protection   which   this 
Bill  gives  to  the  public,  as  distinguished 
from  the  present  state  of  things,  is  two- 
fold.    In  the  first  place,  the  Bill  provides, 
for  the  first  time,   an  easy  and  ready 
means  of  identifjdng  those    who  offend 


against  good  conduct,  and  it  also  puts 
upon  them,  when  they  are  convicted 
before  a  proper  Court,  serious  and  severe 
penalties.  I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion 
as  I  was  then.  I  would  have  preferred 
that  the  Bill  should  become  an  Act  with- 
out any  arbitrary  speed  limit,  but  I  know 
perfectly  well,  from  the  state  of  feeling  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  that  to  press  the 
Bill  through  without  such  a  limit  would 
have  been  practically  impossible.  I  think 
it  may  even  be  said  that  the  strength  of 
feeling  on  this  matter  in  the  House  of 
Commons  increased  after  the  discussions 
which  took  place  in  this  House.  Strong 
arguments  were  used  to  the  effect  that 
roads  were  made  for  the  convenience  of 
thegeneralpublic,andnotfor  any  such  high 
rates  of  speed  at  all,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
anything  like  sufficient  weight  was  given 
to  the  consideration  that  a  motor-car  in 
the  hands  of  a  driver  who  at  all  knows 
his  business  is  much  more  under  control  ^ 
than  many  a  horsed  carriage  which  goes 
along  our  roads  at  present. 

The  real  cause  of  the  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject is  thi^.*  Beyond  all  question,  there 
has  been  repeated  over  and  over  again  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  offences 
against  courtesy,  against  the  unwritten 
laws  of  good  conduct,  and  against  con- 
sideration for  the  feelings  and  privileges 
of  other  users  of  the  road.  That  has 
really  been  the  foundation  of  the  strong 
feeling  which  has  grown  up  against  this 
particular  description  of  traffic.  I  should 
like,  if  I  may,  to  turn  aside  for  a  moment, 
and  say  that  I  think  there  is  an  entirely 
erroneous  impression  abroad  that  these 
offences  are  mainly  committed  by  those 
who  use  motor-cars  for  their  amusement, 
and  are  of  the  class  generally  spoken 
of  as  gentlemen  or  gentlefolk.  There 
have  undoubtedly  been  some  conspicuous 
instances  in  which  offences  have  been 
committed  by  persons  who,  from  their 
social  station,  might  have  been  expected 
to  know  better,  and  those  particular 
cases  get  into  the  newspapers,  while  scores 
of  other  cases  in  which  persons  of  a 
different  class  are  concerned,  but  who  are 
equally  guilty,  do  not  get  into  the  news- 
papers. In  this  way  an  entirely  erron- 
eous impression  has  got  about  that  it  is 
only  gentlemen  or  gentlefolk  who 
offend  in  this  matter.  A  magistrate, 
who  has  been  a  friend  of  mine  for  many 
years,  on   whose  judgment  I  can  rely. 
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&nd  wlio  k  a  perfectly  competent  ob- 
server and  by  no  means  prejudiced  either 
for  or  against  motor  traffic,  has  told  me 
that  within  the  last  year  he  has  had  to 
sit  on  sixty  or  seventy  cases  in  which 
offences  against  the  Act  were  alleged, 
and  he  assured  me  that,  having  carefully 
analysed  those  cases,  not  more  than 
10  per  cent,  or  12  per  cent,  of  the 
offenders  were  in  a  social  position  which 
in  any  way  entitled  them  to  the  appella- 
tion of  gentlefolk.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
am  quite  certain  that  without  really 
good  cause,  there  would  not  have  been 
all  this  outcry  against  this  form  of 
traffic. 

I  am  sure  your  Lordships  will  bear 
me  out  when  I  say  that  the  British 
public  are  not  jealous  of  the  amusement 
of  others,  they  are  not  anxious  to  put 
down  sport  for  the  mere  pleasure  of  put- 
ting it  down  ;  they  are  glad  to  see  others, 
to  whatever  social  class  they  belong, 
enjoying  themselves;  they  are  tolerant 
within  very  wide  bounds  of  the  amuse- 
ment of  others ;  and  when  we  are  told 
that  in  regulating  the  motor  traffic 
as  we  are  doing,  we  are  the  enemies  of 
a  growing  industry,  and  that  we  are 
destroying  the  potential  prosperity  of 
that  industry,  I  say,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  the  real  enemies  of 
the  industry  are  those  who  have  mis- 
used the  power  which  this  new  invention 
has  given  them.  I  know  that  those 
who  are  in  favour  of  the  motor  industry 
are  hostile  to  the  insertion  of  this  speed 
limit,  but  I  think  1  may  say  that  the 
House  of  Commons  has  held  the  balance 
very  fairly.  If  it  has  put  in  this  Amend- 
ment which  is  distasteful  to  the  advocates 
of  the  motor  industry,  the  other  Amend- 
ments which  have  been  made  have, 
almost  without  exception,  been  in  favour 
of,  or  are  likely  to  be  satisfactory  to, 
the  drivers  of  motor-cars. 

I  will  go  very  briefly  over  the 
points  on  which  Amendments  have 
been  made,  and  if  I  fail  to  cover 
the  whole  ground,  I  will  gladly  g\ye 
any  further  explanation  that  I  am  able. 
I  have  mentioned  the  Amendment  im- 
posing a  speed  limit  of  twenty  miles 
an  hour.  There  is  also  a  small  Amend- 
ment of  the  provision  which  enables 
a  police  constable  to  apprehend  a  person 
whom  he  sees  committing  an  offence. 
That  power  is  now  limited  to  cases  in 


which  the  individual  refuses  to  give  his 
name  or  address.     A  provision  has  been 
inserted  enabling  manufacturers  of  motor- 
cars and  dealers  in  motor-cars  to  have  a 
general  identification  mark  which  can  be 
used  when  cars  are  out  on  trial  and  for 
that  purpose  only.    A  slight  Amendment 
has  been  made  m  the  clause   which  pro- 
vides for  the  identification  mark.    That 
clause,  as  it  left  this  House,  laid  an  abso- 
lute obligation  on  the  driver  of  the  car, 
under  all  circumstances  and  in  all  cases, 
to  be  sure  that  the  mark  was  unobscured. 
That  obligation  is  now  mitigated  to  the 
extent  that  he  is  only  bound  to  take  all 
steps  reasonable  and  practicable  to  keep 
the  mark  unobscured,  and  he  has  to  prove 
that  he  has  done  so.     The  onus  of  proof 
lies  upon  him  to  prove  that  he  has  done 
all  that  he  could  to  keep  the  mark  unob- 
scured.    I  have  already  referred  to  the 
speed  limit.     In  all  cases  of  penalties  for 
offences  which  consist  merely  of  exceeding 
the  speed  limit,  the  prosecution  is  safe- 
guarded   in    various   ways.      A    person 
cannot  be  convicted  for  exceeding  the 
limit  of  twenty  miles  an  hour  upon  the 
evidence  of  one  witness  only ;  two  wit- 
nesses are  required,   and   notice  of   all 
intended  prosecutions  must  be  given  to 
the    motorist    either    at    the    time   the 
offence  is  committed  or  within  a  reason- 
able period,   not  exceeding   twenty-one 
days,  after.      Twenty-one  days    is    the 
maximum,  and  having  regard  to  all  the 
circumstances  I  do  not  think  it  is  an 
undue  length  of  time,  because  the  men 
who  desire  to  initiate  a  prosecution  must 
first  make  sure  of  the  county  in  which 
the  motor-car  is  registered,  then  ascertain 
the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  car  or  the 
offender,  and  finally  communicate  with 
the  offender.     Twenty-one   days  is   the 
maximum  period,  and  it  is  not  supposed 
to  be  the  ordinary  time  which  will  be 
required.     When  the  Bill  left  this  House 
a  motorist  convicted  for  reckless  driving 
was  liable   to    imprisonment  for    three 
months  for  the  first  offence,  and  to  six 
months   for  the  second,  or  subsequent, 
offence.     In  the  Bill  at*  amended,  he  is 
not  liable  to  imprisonment  at  all  for  the 
first  offence,  and  for  the  second  or  subse- 
quent    offence    he     is    only    liable    to 
imprisonment   for   three  months.      The 
right  of  appeal  has  also  been  considered 
and  extended.     A  good  deal  of  discussion 
has  raged  around  the  question  of  whether 
magistrates  in  petty  sessions  were  always 
2  L  2 
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as  careful  and  impartial  as  they  might  be. 
In  all  cases  when  any  serious  fine  is  im- 
posed there  will  now  be  an  appeal.  As 
regards  all  these  Amendments,  it  is 
perfectly  obvious  that  the  Bill  is  made 
much  less  drastic  as  regards  the  driver  of 
the   car. 

I  think  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  ex- 
plain some  of  the  other  changes  also. 
There  is  an  increase  in  the  penalty  in 
what  is  known  as  the  **  Good  Samaritan  " 
clause.  If  a  man  offends  more  than 
twice  against  that  clause  he  is  now  liable 
to  imprisonment.  The  age  limit  for  the 
grantmg  of  licences  has  been  raised  from 
sixteen  to  seventeen  yearn,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  licensed  driver  of  a  motor-cycle. 
A  clause  has  been  inserted  enabling  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  prohibit  or 
restrict  the  use  of  motors  on  certain 
narrow  or  dangerous  roads.  The  fee 
for  registration  has  been  increased 
from  5s.  to  £1,  and  the  fee  for  the 
annual  licence  from  Is.  to  5s.  In  con- 
nection with  this,  I  ought  to  say  that 
that  increase  is  in  place  of  the  idea  which 
was  thrown  out  here,  that  possibly  there 
should  be  an  increase  in  the  Inland 
Revenue  licence,  but,  on  mature  con- 
sideration, it  has  been  thought  better  not 
to  increase  the  Inland  Revenue  licence, 
but  to  allow  the  increase  of  the  fees  to  go 
to  the  local  authority,  in  consequence  of 
the  extra  trouble  and  difficulty  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  administration  of  this 
Act.  Those,  I  think,  are  all  the  Amend- 
ments which  I  need  specially  refer  to. 
In  sitting  down,  I  ou^ht  perhaps  to  say 
that  the  operation  of  the  Bill  has  been 
limited  to  three  years.  I  hope  that  dur- 
ing that  time  further  experience  will  lead 
both  parties  in  this  controversy  to  a  better 
state  of  feeling.  I  believe  the  general 
public  will  become  more  accustomed  to 
seeing  these  cars  upon  the  roads,  and  I 
firmly  believe  that  by  means  of  the 
identification  provisions  in  this  Bill,  those 
who  misuse  their  powers  will  be  punished, 
and,  so  to  speak,  weeded  out,  and  that 
the  class  of  motorists  will  not  be  dis- 
credited by  the  excesses  of  a  minority  of 
their  number.  If  this  endeavour  to 
introduce  a  better  state  of  affairs  is 
successful,  a  reconsideration  of  the  matter 
may  reasonably  be  asked  lor  at  the  close 
of  three  years.  Having  regard  to  all  the 
circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed,  I 
sincerely  hope  your  Lordships  will  be 
good  enough  to  accept  the  Amendments 

Loj-d  Balfour  of  Burleigh, 


which  have  been  made  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  to  agree  to  the  proposals 
which  are  now  before  the  House.  In 
the  meantime,  I  beg  to  move  that  these 
Amendments  be  considered. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Commons  Amendments  be 
now  considered." 

*Earl  SPENCER :  Although  I  do  not 
propose  to  trouble  your  rx>rd5hips  at  any 
length,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  better  that 
I  should  say  a  few  words  now,  rather 
than  later,  in  the  consideration  of  this 
matter.  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
remarks  which  have  fallen  from  the  noble 
Lord  in  charge  of  the  Bill  with  regard  to 
the  changes  introduced  in  another  place. 
I  supported  him  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
in  tne  attitude  he  adopted  with  regard 
to  the  speed  Umit,  and  I  entirely  share 
his  view  on  that  point.  I  still  hold  the 
view  that  the  imposition  of  a  speed  limit 
is  improper,  that  it  will  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  enforce,  and  may  add  con- 
siderably to  the  danger  which  now  exists 
in  connection  with  travelling  by  motor- 
cars. I  fully  admit,  however,  that  tlie 
feeling  in  the  country,  and  in  another  place, 
was  so  very  strong  on  the  subject,  that 
unless  a  speed  limit  had  been  introduced 
there  would  have  been  great  difficuhy 
in  carrying  the  Bill  through.  I  certainly 
prefer  the  Bill  in  its  amended  form  to  no 
Bill  at  all ;  therefore  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  support  the  noble  Lord  in  acquiescing 
in  the  changes  which  have  been  made. 

With  regard  to  the  other  changes  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  referred,  I  pre- 
sume that  they  will  not  do  very  great 
harm.  I  confess,  however,  that  I  am  a 
little  surprised  that,  where  there  was  such 
a  very  strong  feeling  expressed  against 
motor-cars,  the  Government  should  have 
agreed  to  modify  the  penalties  to  which 
motorists  were  rendered  liable.  At  the 
same  time,  there  is  this  to  be  said — that 
severe  penalties  do  not  always  have  the 
greatest  effect.  All  I  will  say  in  con- 
clusion is  that  I  hope,  with  the  noble 
Lord  who  has  just  spoken,  that  that  class 
of  motorists  who  have  brought  such  dis- 
grace and  dislike  upon  motor-cars  will 
now  realise  what  a  strong  feeling  has 
been  aroused,  and  that  they  will  l>e 
generous  and  just  to  people  other  than 
motorists  who  are  using  His  Majesty's 
highways.  A  great  deal  depends  upon 
them,  because  I  believe  that  much  of  the 
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feeling  which  has  heen  aroused,  has  been 
causea  bv  a  number  of  these  reckless 
individuals  not  considering  the  respon- 
sibilities attaching  to  them  when  in 
charge  of  motor-cars.  I  feel  sure  that  at 
a  future  day,  if  this  Bill  proves  ineffec- 
tive, a  much  stronger  measure  will  be 
introduced,  and  the  responsibility  for 
that  will  rest  upon  those  persons  who  are 
so  reckless  in  their  use  of  the  roads. 


On  Question,  Motion  put,  and  agreed 


to. 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  I 
believe  the  usual  practice  is  to  move  that 
these  Amendments  be  agreed  to.  I  will 
make  the  Motion  formally,  and  if  ob- 
jection is  taken  to  any  particular  Amend- 
ment I  will  do  my  best  to  answer  it. 

On  Question,  Commons  Amendments 
agreed  to." 

RAILWAYS(ELECTRICAL  POWER)BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX 
having  been  suspended).  Bill  read  3a, 
and  passed. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  LOAN  AND  WAR 
CONTRIBUTION  BILL. 

On  Motion  to  go  into  Committee. 

*Earl  spencer  :  I  am  afraid  I  ought 
to  have  made  the  remarks  I  am  about 
to  offer  to  your  Lordships  on  a  previous 
occasion,  but  I  confess  that,  with  the 
enormous  number  of  Bills  which  are 
being  rushed  through  in  the  last  days  of 
the  session,  I  did  not  notice  yesterday 
that  this  Bill  was  on  the  Paper  for  Second 
Heading.  I  regret  the  noble  Viscount, 
who  is  so  great  an  authority  on  finance, 
is  not  in  the  House,  as  I  had  hoped  that 
he,  rather  than  I,  would  have  Drought 
the  matter  forward.  This  Bill  is,nodoubt, 
a  finance  Bill,  and  we  in  this  House  are 
unable  to  make  any  alterations  in  detail, 
although  we  have  the  power,  which  wo 
hardly  ever  exercise,  of  rejecting  the 
Bill. 

This  Bill  introduces  some  very  large 
questions  of  policy  seriously  affecting 
both  this  country  and  these  colonies.  It 
guarantees  a  loan  of  £35,000,000,  and  it 


is  also  intimately  connected  with  another 
loan  of  £30,000,000  which  is  to  be  raised 
in  the  Colonies.     I  am  not  going  at  any 
length  into  these  matters,  but  I  am  not 
quite    clear — though  possibly  this  is  a 
point  rather  for  another  place  than  here 
— as  to  how  the  security  is  obtained  for 
the  repayment  of  these  loans.     I  under- 
stand that  it  was  stated  elsewhere,  that 
the  £30,000,000  was  to  be  repaid  to  this 
country  as  part  of  the  expenses  of  the 
war,  and  was  to  be  a  permanent  unre- 
munerative   debt    of    the    Colonies.      I 
believe  that  loan  was  underwritten  to  the 
extent  of  £10,000,000  by  a  large  body  of 
financiers  in  South  Africa,  but  I  do  not 
see  in  the  Bill  any  provision  for  carrying 
out  that  arrangement,  or  any  security 
for  it  being  done.    No  doubt  the  Colonial 
Secretary   in  his  visit   to  South  Africii 
made  arrangements  with  regard  to  this, 
and  I  do  not  for  a  moment  say  that  the 
arrangements  will  not   be  carried  out. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  a  very  important 
matter.     It    is      possible      that     that 
£10,000,000  will  be  all    that  we  shall 
receive  of  the  £30,000,000,  and  it  seems 
to  be  a  strong  order  that  there  should  be 
nothing  in  the  Bill  to  show  how  that 
£10,000,000  is  to  be  paid.  ,^ 

What  are  we  doing  1  We  are  prac* 
tically  conniving  at,  or  approving,  of  an 
enormous  debt  being  left  on  the  Trans- 
vaal I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that 
this  transaction  refers  only  to  the 
Transvaal,  and  that  a  separate  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  with  regard  to  the 
Orange  River  Colony.  When  we  come  to 
consider  the  probable  annual  income  of 
the  Transvaal  in  relation  to  this  enor- 
mous loan,  we  see  at  once  what  a  heavy 
debt  we  are  placing,  or  approving  of 
being  placed,  on.  the  colony.  Various 
estimates  have  been  made  as  to  the  future 
revenues  of  the  Transvaal.  Taking  all 
the  railroads,  which  are  to  be  purchased 
out  of  this  loan,  the  revenues  come  to 
something  like  £7,000,000  a  year;  not 
countiiig  the  railroads,  I  believe  the  re- 
venues amount  to  £4,000,000  or 
£4,500,000.  If  those  amounts  represent 
the  revenues  of  the  country,  this  is  a  very 
heavy  debt  for  them  to  start  with. 

Mixed  up  in  this  Bill  there  are  some 
very  important  matters  indeed.  The 
way  in  which  the  £35,000,000  are  to  be 
expended  is  set  out.  A  part  of  the  ex- 
penditure is  to  be  unremuneiative.  There 
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are  such  items  as  the  large  deficit  of  the 
Transvaal  for  1901-2,  the  former  debt  of 
the  South  African  Eepublic,  compensation 
to  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  River 
Colony,  to  loyalists  in  Cape  Colony 
and  Natal.  Those  items  account  for 
£16,000,000.  Then  there  is  £3,000,000 
advanced  by  way  of  loan  for  repatriation 
and  compensation  in  the  Transvaal  and 
the  Orange  River  Colony.  All  these 
items  will  not  be  reproductive.  There 
are  other  items  which  will  be  reproductive, 
and  as  to  those  I  am  not  quite  clear. 
£14,000,000  is  put  down  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  existing  railroads.  Does  that  in- 
clude the  Netherlands  Railway  1  A  few 
years  ago  the  revenue  from  the  railways 
was  a  very  small  sum.  In  the  time 
of  Mr.  Kruger  it  amounted  to  only 
£300,000  or  £400,000  a  year,  but  a  much 
larger  sum  is  now  estimated  to  be  re- 
ceived. It  is  estimated  that  when  the 
railroads  are  acquired  a  revenue  of  some- 
thing like  £2,500,000  will  be  derived.  I 
have  seen  it  placed  even  so  high  as 
£4,000,000,  which  I  suppose  would  in- 
clude the  revenue  from  the  Netherlands 
Railway.  Perhap  the  noble  Earl  will 
explain  whether  this  £14,000,000  for  the 
acquisition  of  railways  includes  the 
Netherlands  Railway.  Next  we  come  to 
£5,000,000  for  new  railways.  In  view  of 
the  enormous  size  of  the  country, 
£5,000,000  will  go  a  very  small  way  in 
extending  the  railways  in  the  two  colonies. 
I  do  not  for  a  moment  say  that  railways 
are  not  necessary  for  the  development  of 
the  country.  On  the  contrary,  I  should 
think  that  the  construction  of  railways  is 
one  of  the  surest  methods  of  improving 
the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  areas  in 
question,  but  £5,000,000  is  a  very  small 
sum  for  the  work. 

Then  there  is  the  important  question  of 
land  settlement.  On  more  than  one  occa- 
sion we  have  had  conversation  or  discus- 
sion in  this  House  on  that  subject.  It  is 
an  extremely  important  matter.  I  have 
sometimes  thought  that  the  statements 
which  have  been  made  here  in  the  direction 
of  encouraging  Scotch  or  English  farmers 
to  go  out  and  settle  in  South  Africa  hardly 
constituted  wise  or  safe  advice.  I  have 
8Pen  and  heard  many  accounts  from  per- 
sons who  have  been  out  there,  and  I  doubt 
extremely  whether  the  farmers  of  this 
country  would  find  it  a  profitable  under- 
taking to  settle  in  the  Transvaal.  I  incline 
to  the^view  that  we  are  holding  out  de- 

Earl  Spencer, 


lusive  hopes  when  we  encourage  them  to 
go  out. 

Another  matter  of  great  importance  on 
which  we  should  like  further  information 
is  the  question  of  irrigation.  No  doubt,  in 
a  country  like  South  Africa,  the  scarcity 
of  water  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  much  of 
the  rich  tenitory  there  is  not  cultivated,, 
and  a  judicious  system  of  irrigation  may 
be  a  very  desirable  thine.  But  we  may 
easily  be  led  into  a  gigantic  expenditure  in 
this  direction.  I  do  not  know  whether  that 
is  included  in  the  £3,000,000,  or  whether 
that  sum  refers  to  other  public  works. 
The  provision  is  rather  vague  on  that 
point. 

As  far  as  I  can  see,  all  these  are  mat- 
ters of  considerable  interest  and  import- 
ance, not  only  to  this  country  which  is 
guaranteeing  such  large  sums  of  money> 
but  also  to  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange 
River  Colony,  who  also  are  responsible 
for  this  money.  Had  it  been  an  earlier 
period  of  the  session  I  should  have  en- 
deavoured to  go  farther  into  the  matter,, 
but  I  did  not  like  to  let  the  Bill  pass 
without  a  word,  because  I  think  your 
Lordships'  House  ought  to  feel  that  it  has 
a  responsibility! with  regard  to  these  great 
matters  of  policy  in  different  parts  of  the 
Empire,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  give  up 
its  oppoitunities  of  criticising  the  pro- 
posals made,  or  of  obtaining  information 
m  regard  thereto.  It  was  for  that  reason 
I  have  ventured  to  make  these  few  re- 
marks, and  I  hope  some  member  of  the 
Government  will  give  an  explanation  on 
the  points  I  have  raised. 

♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (The  Earl  of  On 
slow)  :  This  Bill  deals  almost  entirely 
with  financial  questions,  and  I  confess  I 
was  not  prepared  for  the  noble  Earl 
raising  a  lengthened  discussion  upon  it. 

♦Earl  SPENCER  :  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  owe  the  noble  Earl  an  apology 
for  not  giving  him  notice  of  my  intention 
to  speak  on  the  subject,  but  I  thought  it 
was  rather  a  matter  of  course  that  some- 
body would  desire  to  speak  on  so  import- 
ant a  matter. 

♦The  Earl  of  ONSLOW :  I  was  not 
suggesting  that  the  noble  Earl  should 
apoK>gise  to  the  Government  ;  I  was 
really  going  to  apologise  to  the  noble 
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Earl  for  the  meaffreness  of  the  infonna 
tion  which  I  shall  be  able  to  give  him,  at 
such  short  notice,  in  reply  to  the  Ques- 
tions he  has  asked.  I  was  not  in  the 
House  when  the  noble  Earl  comuienced  his 
remarks,  but  I  understand  that  he  was 
doubtful  as  to  whether  the  revenues  of 
the  Transvaal  would  be  altogether  suffi- 
cient for  the  considerable  sum  of  money 
to  be  guaranteed  by  the  Imperial  (govern- 
ment. I  think  the  noble  Earl  knows 
Lord  Milner  pretty  well ;  he  knows  Lord 
Milner's  financial  capacity,  and  he  must 
be  aware  that  in  these  respects  Lord 
Milner  is  not  a  very  sanguine  man.  We 
had  considerable  experience  of  Lord 
Milner's  financial  ability  in  the  discharge 
of  somewhat  similar  duties  in  Egypt,  and 
when  I  say  that  Lord  Milner  has  not  a 
shadow  01  doubt  as  to  the  superabund- 
ant revenue  of  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  Kiver  Colony  over  any  liability 
which  may  be  imposed  by  these  loans,  I 
think  the  noble  Earl  will  be  satisfied  on 
that  point.  Lord  Milner  is  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  Transvaal  will  be  more 
than  able  to  bear  this  burden,  and  that  it 
will  be  a  comparatively  light  one. 

Then  the  noble  Earl  asked  whether  the 
loan  to  be  raised  would  be  sufficient  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  Netherlands  Rail- 
way. That  matter  has  been  the  subject 
of  negotiation  between  His  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  representatives  of 
the  bond-holders  and  shareholders  in 
different  countries  in  Europe.  His 
Majesty's  Gk)vernment  had  never  accepted 
any  liability  whatever  for  compensation 
for  taking  possession  of  that  railway,  but 
ex  ffratia  they  have  consented  to  pay  off 
the  Debentures  and  to  pay  a  certain  sum 
of  money  per  share  to  those  who  bond 
fde  held  snares  in  the  company  before 
war  was  declared,  and  the  money  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose  is  included  in  the 
XI 4,000,000  under  head  (2)  "Acquisi- 
tion of  existing  railways  in  the  Trans- 
vaal and  the  Orange  Kiver  Colony." 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  Can 
the  noble  Earl  tell  us  the  amount  that  will 
be  paid  for  that  railway  1 

♦The  Earl  of  ONSLOW:  I  am  not 
sure  that  it  is  yet  settled.  A  definite 
proposal  has  been  made  to  the  share- 
nolders,  but  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say 
whether  they  have  consented  to  accept  it. 
But  whether  they  have  consented  or  not, 
they  will  not  get  any  more.    The  noble 


Earl  then  asked  whether  any  provision  has 
been  made  for  irrigation  ?  Some  provision 
is  made  for  irrigation  under  the  heading 
"  Other  public  works,"  but  I  entirely  agree 
with  what  I  understood  the  noble  Earl  to 
say —viz.,  that  in  all  probability  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  might  profitably 
be  spent  in  the  development  of  irrigation 
in  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  River 
Colony.  We  must,  however,  proceed  by 
degrees,  and  Lord  Milner  thought,  and 
the  Gk)vemment  agreed,  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  see  w&t  would  be  the  result 
of  irrigation  on  a  somewhat  small  scale, 
before  the  finances  of  the  Transvaal  were 
asked  to  bear  any  heavy  charge  for  an  ex- 
tensive system  of  irrigation  in  the  new 
colonies.  But  under  any  circumstances,  I 
can  assure  your  Lordships,  those  who 
have  gone  very  carefully  into  these  ques- 
tions, putting  great  faith  in  Lord  Milner's 
capacity  to  estimate  expenditure  and 
revenue,  have  satisfied  themselves  that  th:» 
liability  this  country  is  asked  to  accept 
under  the  Bill  is  not  a  liability  that 
it  will  ever  be  likely  to  be  callea  upon 
to  discharge. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order):  Bill  reported  without  Amendment : 
Standing  Committee  negatived :  Then 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having 
been  suspended).  Bill  read  3%  and  passed. 

MILITARY  WORKS  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing^  Committee  negatived : 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.XXXlX.  having 
been  suspended).  Bill  read  3%  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOANS  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived : 
Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  oeen  suspended),  Bill  read  3*,  and 
passed. 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order). 

[The  Earl  of  Morley  in  the  Chair.] 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
said  he  ought,  perhaps,  to  explain  why  so 
many  Amendments  appeared  on  the 
Paper,  although  he  had  stated  yesterday 
this  was  an  agreed  Bill.     The  matter  had 
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been  the  subject  of  prolonged  and   in- 
tricate  negotiations  between  officials  in 
the  Scotch  Office  and  the  officials  and 
representatives    of    the    Royal    Burghs, 
other    Government     Departments,    and 
f  ertain  private  interests.     The  Bill  went 
through  Grand  Committee  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  was  reported  therefrom 
ori  15th  July.   All  the  Amendments  on  the 
Paper  were  either  drafting  Amendments 
or  matters  of  agreement,  and  which  would 
have  been    inserted    in    the    House    of 
Commons  had  it  been  possible  to  get  the 
Bill  on.     It  was  not  then  a  Government 
Bill,  but  it  had  since  gone  through  the 
process  known  as  "starring";  that  was, 
being  an  agreed  Bill,  it  had  been  taken 
up  by  the  Government  in  order  that  much 
valuable  time  should  not  be  lost.     Before 
It  became  a  Government  measure,  how- 
ever, one  Member  was  able  to  stop  all 
further  progress  with  it,  and  from  15th 
t^uly  to  7th  August  nothing  was  done, 
swnply    because  objection  was  taken  to 
the  Bill  coming  on.     But  during  all  that 
time  not  the  slightest  opposition  had  de- 
veloped to  the  Bill  itself.     He  thought 
these    facts    were  very  eloquent  of  the 

ffeat  difficulty  of  getting  even  agreed 
jJls  through  Parliament.  He  would  say 
nothing  farther  at  this  point,  but  would 
explain  any  Amendments  of  substance  as 
they  arose. 

Claus<js  1,  2,  and  3  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  4,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  5  to  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  9,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  10  to  16  agreed  to. 

Clause  17. 

Lord  BALFOUR  op  BURLEIGH 
said  the  next  Amendment  replaced  a 
provision  more  stringent  in  its  nature 
which  WAS  struck  out  in  Committee.  The 
clause  previously  cave  the  town  council 
power  to  prohibit  the  carriage-ways  men- 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 
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tioned  in  the  section,  whereas  the  Amend' 
ment  empowered  the  town  council  to 
oblige  the  owners  to  make  and  keep  them 
m  repair.    He  begged  to  moved. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  7,  line  25,  after  Suh-section  2, 
to  insert  as  a  new  suh-section  the  words 
In  cases  where  it  is  desired  to  take 
carnages  across  a  footway  maintainable  by  the 
town  council  into  the  premises  of  any  abutting 
owner,  the  town  council  may  require  the 
formation  and  maintenance  by  such  owner  of  a 
crossmg  of  the  description  above  specified,  or 
may  require  such  owner  tx)  maintain  the 
portion  of  the  footway  used  by  such  carriages 
to  their  satisfaction.*"  — (iorrf  Balfmir  of 
Burleigh.)  '' 


On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  17,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  18  and  19  agreed  to. 

Clause  20. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  20,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  21  to  36,  agreed  to. 

Clause  37. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  37,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  38  and  39  agreed  to.  ^ 

Clause  40. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
said  the  next  Amendment  was  for  the 
purpose  of  exempting  low  advertisements, 
not  exceeding  twelve  feet  in  height,  from 
the  stringent  regulations  imposed  on 
advertisements  of  greater  height. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  page  14,  line  9,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  externally'  to  the  word  Hhe*  in  line 
\\."—{L(jrd  Balfour  ofBurhigh.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  40,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  41  to  43  agreed  to. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


969 


Burgh  Police 


{12  August  1903} 


{Scotland)  Bill. 


970 


Clause  44. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  44,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 

Clauses  45  and  46  agreed  to. 

Clause  47. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  47,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  48  agreed  to. 

Clause  49. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  49,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  50  agreed  to. 

Clause  51. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
said  the  Amendment  was  to  extend  the 
provisions  relating  to  betting  in  public 
places  or  any  common  stair.  The  Amend- 
ment was  found  to  be  necessary,  and  it 
was  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  the 
House  of  Lords  Committee. 

Amendment  moved — 

**In  pa^e  19,  line  41,  after  the  word  *con- 
fltahle '  to  inseit  the  words  *  in  this  section  the 
expression  '* street"  inclndes  any  common 
stair.'  ' — {Lord  BcUfour  of  Burleigh, ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  51,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  52  to  54  agreed  to. 


Clause  55. 


'ii-^#ir    f'.-.; 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
said  the  next  Amendment  on  the  Paper 
was  proposed  in  pursuance  of  an  agree- 
Tuent  with  the  JiCith  Harbour  Board. 
The  Leith  town  council  tried  to  put 
certain  costs  upon  the  Harbour  Board 
which  that  body  thought  it  ought  not  to 
bear.  This  Amendment  would  exempt 
the  dock  from  a  certain  public  health  rate, 
which  those  who  had  considered  the 
matter  thought  it  should  not  bear. 


Amendment  moved — 


"In  page  21,  line  16,  after  the  word 
*  determine^  to  insert  the  words  '  Provided 
that  any  ratepayer  who  is  entitled  to  an  ex- 
emption from  any  assessment  leviable  by  the 
town  council  may  appeal  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  against  any  such  determination,  and 
his  decision  shall  be  final.'   Provided  further— 

"  *(1.)  That  any  such  appeal  shall  be  made 
within  fourteen  days  from  the  publication  or 
advertisement  in  manner  provided  by  Section 
340  of  the  principal  Act,  or  otherwise,  of  the 
assessment  appealed  against;  and 

"  ^  (2.)  That  in  the  event. of  any  such  appeal 
being  sustained  in  whole  or  in  part,  ana  any 
such  assessment  being  quashed  or  varied,  it 
shall  be  competent  to  the  town  council,  not- 
withstanding anything  in  the  principal  Act  or 
any  other  Act  contained,  to  forthwith  rectify 
and  re-adjust  in  accordance  with  the  decision 
of  the  Secretary  of  Scotland,  the  assessment 
so  quashed  or  varied.  * " — {Lord  Balfour  of  Bur- 
leigh. ) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  55,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  56  and  57  agreed  to. 

Clause  58. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  58,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  59. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  59,  as  amended,  £tgreed  to. 

Clause  60. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  60,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  61. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  61,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  61  to  63  agreed  to. 

Clause  64. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  64,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  65  to  68  agreed  to. 
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Clause  69. 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH,  in 
pursuance  of  a  pledge  given  in  the  other 
House,  moved  to  omit  Clause  69. 

The  clause  enabled  the  town  council  to 
put  upon  the  occupiers  the  expense  of 
clearing  away  snow.  Under  the  existing 
law  the  town  council  had  to  carry  out 
this  duty,  and  it  was  proposed  to  leave 
the  law  as  it  stood. 

Amendment  moved — 

••  To  leave  out  Clause  69."-^Zorrf  Balfour 
of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clauses  70  to  81  agreed  to. 

Clause  82. 

Drafting  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  82,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  83  to  86  agreed  to. 
Clause  87. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  87,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  88. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  88,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clauses  89  to  93  agreed  to. 

Clause  94. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  94,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  95  agreed  to. 

Clause  96. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed' to. 
Clause  96,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  97. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  said 
the  Amendment  on  the  Paper  was  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  adjustments  be- 
tween counties  and  burghs. 


Amendment  moved — 

'*In  page  45,  line  15,  to  leave  out  fromi 
the  word  'bui^gh'  to  end  of  clause,  and 
insert  the  words  *  Section  50  of  the  Local 
Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1889,  relating  U>> 
the  adjustment  of  property  and  liabilities  con- 
sequential on  an  alteration  of  boundaries,  shall 
apply  as  if  in  lieu  of  that  Act,  and  the  Boun- 
danr  Commissioners,  the  fiurgh  Police  Acto, 
and  the  sheriff  (not  being  a  sheriff's  subetitute> 
were  respectively  mentioned  therein ;  provided 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  require  the- 
sheriff  to  entertain  any  application  made  after 
the  expiry  of  one  year  from  the  date  when  such 
formation  or  extension  takes  effect.'  '*—(Lord 
Bed  four  of  Burleigh.) 

TheEarl  of  CAMPERDOWN  thought 
the  Amendment  would  prove  effectual  in  pre- 
ventingmany  of  the  vexatious  proceedings^ 
both  in  Parliament  and  before  the  sheriffs 
to  which  they  had  been  accustomed.  He- 
supposed  there  was  a  power  by  which  the^ 
county  or  the  burgh  might  assess  itself 
for  any  sum  required  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  agreements. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
could  not  give  an  answer  off  hand,  but  he 
thought  it  must  be  so. 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  97,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
moved  to  insert  after  Clause  97  a  new 
clause,  which,  he  said,  had  been  unani- 
mousljr  asked  for  by  the  County  Councils 
Association  of  Scotland.  Unless  the 
clause  was  inserted,  it  was  believed  that 
the  reflations  of  the  institutions  referred 
to,  inside  the  burgh,  would  have  the  effect 
simply  of  drawing  them  outside  the  lino 
between  the  burgh  and  county.  It  was  un- 
desirable that  kind  of  limit  should  exists 
and,  therefore,  he  moved  to  insert  the  new 
clause  standing  on  the  Paper. 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  After  clause  97,  to  insert  as  a  new 
clause  the  words  '  A  County  Council  may, 
at  a  meeting  called  after  due  notice,  by 
resolution  adopt  the  sections  of  this  Act 
whereof  the  marginal  notes  are  respectivelT 
«  Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream^" 
and  "Ice  cream  shops,  etc,  to  be  r^;istered,'*' 
or  either  of  such  sections,  and  after  a  date  to- 
be  specified  in  the  resolution,  the  adopted  sec- 
tion or  sections  shall  have  effect  throughout 
the  county,  with  the  substitution  of  "county'" 
for  ••burgh,"  of  ••  County  Council "  for  **  town 
council,  and  of  The  Local  Government  (Scot- 
land)  Act,  1889,  and  Section  57  thereof  for  the 
principal     Act,     and   Section     316    thereof. 
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In  thw  section  the  expression  "county" 
shall  mean  a  county  excluding  any  burgh  or 
police  burgh  situate  therein/  "—{Lord  Balfour 
o/Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  98. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to.    ;'  * 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  said 
the  new  sub-section  of  which  he  had 
given  notice  was  also  in  pumuance 
of  a  pledge  given  to  the  Leith  Harbour 
Board   It  was  an  agreed  clause. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  page  46,  line  43,  after  the  word 
*  t'Tistees'  to  insert  as  a  new  sub-section : 
'Nothing  in  ^  this  Act  contained  shall 
alfect  or  prejudice  the  provisions  of  any  Act 
relating  to  the  Harbour  and  Docks  of  Leith, 
Aberdeen,  Dundee,  or  Greenock.*" — {Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  98,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Glauses  99  to  100  agreed  to. 

Clause  101. 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
said  this  clause  was  unnecessary.  It 
was  inserted  in  both  the  present 
Bill  and  the  Town  Councils  (Scotland) 
Bill,  which  would  be  considered  later  in 
the  afternoon ;  it  was  not  required  in 
both  Bills,  and  it  was  proposed  to  omit 
it  from  the  'Burgh  Police  Bill. 

Amendment  moved — 

"To  leave  out  Clause  101."— (Lore?  Balfour 
of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clauses  102  and  103  agreed  to. 

Clause  104. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  1 04,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  105. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Clause  105,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Schedule. 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  said 
there  was  only  one  Amendment  of  im- 
portance in  the  Schedule,  and  that  was  in 
connection  with  slaughter-houses.  An 
Amendment  had  been  inserted  in  the 
other  House,  the  effect  of  which  was  to 
allow  slaughter-houses  to  be  erected  close 
up  to  the  boundary  of  the  burgh.  It  was 
thought  to  be  fair  that,  as  slaughter- 
houses in  burghs  were  under  public  con- 
trol and  regulation,  private  enterprise 
should  not  m  allowed  to  undersell  them 
just  outside  the  burgh,  and  that  if  there  were 
to  be  other  slaughter-houses,  as  he  thought 
there  ought  to  be,  they  should  be  under 
the  regulation  of  a  public  authority— 
either  the  Burgh  Council  or  the  County 
Council.  That  was  the  effect  of  the 
Amendment,  and  he  thought  he  might 
say  the  proposal  was  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  page  63,  colaran  2,  after  line  10,  to 
insert  at  end  of  section  the  words  *  or 
is  provided  hy  a  local  authority  other  than  a 
town  council,  and  in  such  last-mentioned  case 
notice  of  the  proposal  to  provide  a  slaughter- 
house shall  he  ^ven  by  such  local  authority  to 
the  town  council  of  the  burgh,  and  the  town 
council  may,  within  one  month  after  receipt  of 
such  notice,  appeal  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  Scotland  against  such  proposal,  and 
the  decision  of  the  Board  shall  be  final.' " — 
{Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Drafting  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Schedule,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Moved,  to  leave  out  pages  64,  65,  and 
66.-~(Z{Wfi?  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negitived.    Then 


(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having^ 
been  suspended).  Amendments  reported. 
Bill  read  3%  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

House    in    Committee    (according    to 
Order). 

[The  Earl  of  MORLEY  in  the  Chair.] 

Clauses  1  to  6  agreed  to. 

Clause  7. 
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Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
said  he  was  obliged,  with  great  regret,  to 
ask  the  House  to  strike  out  this  clause. 
The  point  was  that  at  present  there  was 
one  register  for  Parliamentary  voters,  and 
the  municipal  and  County  Council  registers 
were  practically  the  same.  The  muni- 
cipal elections  were  held  in  November 
upon  the  new  register,  which  came  into 
force  on  1st  November,  but  the  nomina- 
tions had  to  take  place  in  October  on 
the  old  register.  Candidates  were  thus 
nominated  on  one  register  and  elected  on 
another.  That  arrangement  had  caused 
a  certain  amount  of  inconvenience,  and 
the  object  of  the  clause  was  to  do  away 
with  the  difficulty  by  bringing  the  new 
register  into  force  before  20th  October, 
the  date  of  the  nominations.  He  was 
sorry  to  say  that  had  been  found  to  be 
impossible,  and  that  reform  could  not  be 
effected.  He  had,  therefore,  with  reluct- 
ance, to  move  the  omission  of  the  clause. 

Amendment  moved — 

•*  To  leave  out  Clause  7.'*— {Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Clause  8. 


The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
that  in  two  or  three  places  there  occurred 
a  word  to  which  he  had  before  objected — 
namely,  the  word  "  retiral."  He  moved 
to  substitute  the  word  "  retirement." 


Amendment  moved — 

'*  In  page  2,  line  33,  to  leave  oat  the  word 
•*  retiral '  and  insert  (he  word  *  retirement."' — 
{The  Earl  of  Camperdotrn.) 


Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH 
hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  not  press 
the  Amendment,  as  the  Bill  was  to  amend 
another  Act  in  which  the  word  "retiral  " 
appeared,  and  he  would  not  like  to  make 
that  change  in  the  present  Bi]]. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  said 
that  under  the  circumstances  he  would 
not  press  the  Amendment  to  a  Division. 
He  would  only  say  that  if  this  word  had 
l^een  used  in  Scotch  Acts  it  must  have 
been  employed  by  some  of  the  less 
cultivated  of  the  earliest  Scotch  kings. 


Amendment,    by  leave  of    the  Com 
mittee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  8  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived  :  then 
(Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  having 
been  suspended),  Amendments  reported  ; 
Bill  read  3%  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

ISLE  OF  MAN  (CUSTOMS)  BILL. 

Read  2»  (according  to  order):  Com- 
mittee negatived  :  then  (Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX.  having  been  suspended), 
Bill  read  3^  and  passed. 

I  SHEEP  SCAB  BILL. 

'  [Second  Reading.] 

,     Order    of   the  Day    for    the  Second 
Readng,  read. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*. 

The  Duke  of  NORTHUMBER- 
,  LAND:  In  moving  that  this  Bill  be  read 
I  a  second  time  this  day  three  months, 
I  1  have  to  say  that  there  has  been  a 
somewhat  serious  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  agriculturists  of  this  country 
and  the  Board  of  Agriculture  ;  but  I 
hope  I  may  be  allowed  at  the  outset  to 
say  that  I  do  not  in  any  way  wish  to 
impute  anything  approaching  a  breach 
of  faith  to  my  noble  friend  the  Premdent 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  Everyone 
who  knows  my  noble  friend  knows  that 
he  is  incapable  of  committing  a  breach 
of  faith,  and  I  should  be  the  very  last 
person  in  this  House  to  wish  even  to 
hint  at  such  a  thing.  But  I  do  think 
that  probably  the  fact  that  he  was  not 
at  the  Board  of  Agriculture  when  this 
BUI  was  brought  forward,  and  was  not 
personally  acquainted  with  the  negotia- 
tions which  took  place  at  that  time,  hai 
led  him  into  some  error  with  r^ard  to 
what  then  passed  and  ^as  understood 
to  be  the  course  subsequently  to  be 
pursued  in  regard  to  this  measure. 

This  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  House 
of  Commons  on  24th  March,  read  a 
second  time  on  31st  March,  and  sent  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  the 
same  day.  The  moment  the  Bill  was 
introduced  there  was  a  very  strong  feel- 
ing against  it  on  the  part  of  laree  sheep 
farmers,  at    any  rate  in  the  North  of 
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England,  and  I  know  the  feeling  existed 
in  other  p  ;rts  of  the  country.  The  next 
thing  that  happened  was  that  the 
northern  branch  of  the  Land  Agents 
Society  —  a  very  important  society  of 
land  agents,  embracing  most  of  the 
leading  land  agents  in  England  — 
the  northern  branch  covering  Northum- 
berland, Durham,  and  Yorkshire — 
passed  a  resolution  against  the  measure. 
That  Resolution  was  forwarded  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture.  The  same  thing 
was  done  in  divers  parts  of  the  country  ; 
I  cannot  say  how  many  districts  took 
that  course,  but  I  know  that  the  Oswestry 
Town  Council  petitioned  against  the 
Bill,  and  that  the  Cheshire  Chamber  of 
Agriculture  passed  a  resolution  against 
it.  Then  there  was  an  interview  between 
many  of  those  interested  in  the  question, 
and  the  late  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  who  was  also  to  have  met 
the  northern  agriculturists  at  Newcastle 
towa  ds  the  end  of  April,  but  un- 
fortunately his  sad  illness  prevented  him 
going.  Major  Craigie  took  his  place, 
and  there  was  a  large  and  important 
gathering.  I  may  mention  that  those 
who  appeared  on  that  occasion  included 
such  men  as  Sir  Jacob  Wilson,  who  is 
known  to  many  Members  of  this  House  ; 
Mr.  Stevenson,  one  of  the  leading 
Veterinary  surgeons  in  the  North  of 
England  ;  and  Sir  Henry  Scott,  who 
was  selected  by  theBoard  of  Agriculture,  as 
a  typical  sheep  farmer,  to  be  placed  upon 
the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board 
to  consider  the  question  of  the  dipping 
of  sheep.  The  result  of  all  these  negotia- 
tions was  that  it  was  understood,  at  any 
rate  by  those  who  went  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  that  this  Bill  was  practically 
dead,  and  that  an  inquiry  would  be  held 
into  the  question  of  sheep  dips,  as  it 
appeared  that  nobody  knew  what  was 
the  best  dip  to  be  used. 

Lest  it  should  be  said  that  that  Com- 
mittee to  which  I  referred  was  appointed 
to  consider  only  the  particular  kind  of 
dip  to  be  used,  I  may  remind  your 
Lordships  that  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  also  included — 

**  The  times  and  intervals  at  which  sheep 
should  be  treated  or  dressed,  regard  being  had 
to  the  life  history  and  characteristics  of  sheep 
scab  and  other  parasites,  and  to  the  practical 
conditions  under  which  sheep  farming  is  carried 
on  in  various  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom." 


It  was  clearly  understood  by  these 
gentlemen  that  that  meant  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  matters  which 
are  included  in  this  Bill  would  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee,  and  that  any 
legislation  which  took  place  would  be 
based  upon  the  Report  of  that  Com- 
mittee. The  Committee  has  not  yet 
reported,  and  there  is  not  much  chance 
of  its  reporting  for  some  months  ta 
come.  What  corroborates  my  statement 
that  the  objectors  to  the  measure  were- 
justified  in  considering  that  the  Bill  was 
dead  is  the  fact  that  from  dlst  March 
down  to  7th  August  nobody  ever  heard  of 
the  Bill  at  all.  I  suppose  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Trade  heard  of  it,  but 
nobody  outside  that  Committee  were^ 
aware  of  its  continued  existence.  On 
7th  August,  to  the  astonishment  of  every 
one,  it  was  brought  up  in  the  House  of 
Commons  to  be  consulered  as  amended. 
I  at  once  received  representations  from 
the  gentlemen  who  had  objected  to  the 
Bill  before  calling  attention  to  the 
matter.  I  naturally  leplied  that  it  was 
no  use  mv  doing  anything  unless  the- 
objectors  bestirred  themselves  and  repre- 
sented  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  their 
view  of  the  situation.  Your  Lordsliipa 
are  awarj  how  very  difficult  it  is  ta 
move  people  in  the  country,  especially 
agriculturists,  but  notwithstanding  that, 
I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  during 
the  last  week  a  considerable  number  of 
letters,  protesting  against  this  measure- 
being  proceeded  with  in  its  present  forni^ 
have  been  rece  vtxi  by  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture. I  think  it  is  a  somewhat  strong 
proceeding  to  leave  a  measure  untouched 
from  31st  March  to  7th  August,  and  then 
to  carry  it  through  its  stages  in  the  House- 
of  Commons  and  bring  it  up  to  this  House^ 
on  12th  August  and,  as  I  suppose  is  the 
intention,  to  take  all  its  stages  inoneday^ 

It  is  true  that  the  Bill  comes  before 
your  Lordships  as  amended,  but  theie 
is  only  one  Amendment  of  any  im- 
portance, and  that,  I  admit,  is  a  very 
valuable  one.  In  the  original  Bill  it  was 
proposed  that  public  dipping  placea 
should  be  established.  Everybody  who 
knows  anything  about  sheep  scab  knows 
perfectly  well  that  you  can  have  no 
better  plan  for  spreading  the  disease  than 
that  of  public  dipping  places  to  which 
all  sheep  must  go.  This  evil  has  been 
avoided  by  the  Amendment,  but  that  is 
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theorily  Amendment  of  any  importance 
which  has  been  made  in  the  Bill.  In  all 
other  respects  the  Bill  is  exactly  the 
.«ame  measure  as  was  so  strongly  objected 
lo,  and  which  it  was  supposed  had  been 
•dropped.  The  representations  to  the 
•Board  of  Agriculture  have  come  from 
.all  pirts  of  the  country.  I  cannot  state 
them  all,  but  I  know  that  they  have 
•come  from  Wales,  Cheshire,  Lancashire, 
Wiltshire,  Yorkshire,  Shropshire,  and 
Northumberland  ;  they  have  come  from 
landowners,  farmers,  land  agents,  and 
veterinary  surgeon?.  In  fact,  there  have 
teen  protests  against  the  Bill  from  all 
«ides,  and  I  should  like  to  know—as 
KJoubtless  there  are  some  parts  of  the 
country  which  are  anxious  for  the  Bill — 
how  many  representations  have  been 
made  in  its  favour.  I  will  read  a  short 
extract  from  a  letter  which  I  received 
from  Sir  Henry  Scott  who,  as  I  have 
isaid,  was  appointed  upon  the  Sheep 
iDipping  Committee  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.    He  writes — 

"Farmers  generally  are  much  against  the 
Bill  The  feeling  in  the  North  of  England  was 
expressed  strongly  by  the  farmers  who  met 
Major  Craigie  in  conference  at  Newcastle.  I 
have  never  seen  so  numerous  or  influential  a 
meeting  of  farmers.  I  believe  most  farmers 
-were  of  the  opinion  that  the  Bill  would  never  be 
•brought  forward." 

I  think,  therefore,  I  am  justified  in 
•saying  that  it  was  understood  that  the 
Bill  would  be  dropped.  I  had  better  reiwi 
another  sentence  from  this  letter.  Sir 
Henry  Scott  says— 

"  I  have  a  good  excuse  for  having  a  decided 
opinion  on  such  matters.  Probably  there  is  no 
man  living  who  has  had  a  more  extended 
experience  than  I  have  in  the  counties  of 
Sutherland,  Ross-shire,  Inverness-shire.  Argyll- 
shire, and  Northumberland,  in  hill  land, 
pasture  land,  and  arable  land." 

Under  these  circumstances  I  ask,  is  it 
«>  very  necessary  to  pass  this  Billl  If 
there  is  such  a  very  strong  feeling 
against  it,  is  it  necessary  to  force  it 
through  this  session  against  the  desire  of 
those  who  are  interested  that  it  should  be 
dropped,  and  who  have  not  carried  on 
the  agitation  against  it,  which  no  doubt 
they  would  have  done,  if  they  had  had 
any  idea  that  it  was  to  be  proceeded 
with  ]  There  is  another  reason  why  the 
Bill  should  not  be  carried  farther.  One 
of  the  provisions  is  that  there  should  be 

The  Dvke  of  Northumberland. 


an    effective   dipping  of    sheep.     It   is 
admitted,  I  believe,  that  nobody  has  ye 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  what  an  effective 
dip  is.    Your  Lordships  are  aware  that 
sheep  dipping  may  be  a  very  dangerous 
operation     and    one    which     may  be 
conducted    in    a    manner    which    will 
do  great  harm   to    sheep   and  to  the 
farmers.   I  was  told  the  other  day  by  a 
leading    agriculturist    that    there    was 
only  one  dip  in  the  world  really  worth 
anything.     I  do    not   know   how  that 
may  be,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  to  be 
a  little  thing  to  ask  that,  if  that  is  really 
the  case,  this  Committee  which  the  Boaid 
of  Agriculture  have  themselves  appointed, 
should    report  before  you    pass  a  Bill 
requiring  effective   dipping,  which  you 
are  not  at  present  in  a  position  to  define. 
That  is  an  important  matter,  but  it  is 
not  the  real  crux  of  the  Bill.     What  is 
felt   very  strongly    by  agriculturists  is 
that  if  you  want  to  put  a  stop  to  sheep 
scab  you   must  do   it  by  a  compulsory 
and  universal   measure.    No  infectious 
disease   amongst  animals,   so   far  as  I 
know,    has  ever    been   put   a   stop  to 
except   by   universal  compulsion.    You 
have  stamped  out  cattle  plague,  foot-and- 
mouth  disease,  and  hydrophobia  by  enact- 
ments of  universal  application,  and  you 
have  failed   to  stamp  out   swine  fever 
because  you  have  not  had  provisions  of 
general  application. 

I  must  remind  your  Lordships  that 
interference  with  the  business  of  a 
farmer,  saying  he  shall  not  do  this  or 
he  shall  do  that,  is  a  great  annoyance, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  an  injury 
to  his  trade.  Farmers  are  perfectly 
willing,  nay  anxious,  to  submit  them.- 
selves  to  such  restrictions,  if  they 
are  necessary  and  well  adapted  to  the 
purpose  of  putting  a  stop  to  infectious 
disease,  but  they  are  not  willing  to  allow 
a  code  of  rules  to  be  brought  in  which 
shall  apply  to  one  part  of  the  countiv 
and  not  to  another — rules  which  will 
render  a  farmer  liable  to  be  infected 
from  districts  to  which  the  provisions  do 
not  apply,  while  he  himself  is  restricted 
in  every  way  in  the  following  of  his 
calling.  I  want  to  make  it  perfectly 
clear  that  those  for  whom  I  am  speaking 
are  most  anxious  for  some  legislation  on 
the  point.  I  copied  this  extract  the 
other  day  from  a  letter  which  appeared 
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lin  the  Press  from  a  leading  sheep-farmer 

in  the  North — 

"There  is  not  a  single  Sheep-breeders'  As- 
sociation in  Northumberland  that  has  not  over 
:and  oyer  again  urged  on  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture  the  necessity  of  making  dipping  com- 
pulsory—the National  Sheep-bi^eders'  Associa- 
tion among  them.  But  it  is  a  very  different 
thing  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  local  authorities 
to  carry  it  out,  and  only  to  have  it  carried  out 
^here  these  local  authorities  wish  to  do  so." 

I  have  here  a  letter  from  a  leading  land 
agent ;  he  is  agent  to  a  very  lar^e  landed 
property,  and  he  has  had  much  experi- 
ence in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
He  writes — 

**  I  hope  I  have  made  it  clear  that  there  is 
«  strong  feeling  in  favour  of  compulsory  dip- 
ping. The  objection  to  the  present  Bill  is  that, 
after  taking  the  necessary  powers,  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  hand  them  over  to  the  local 
authorities,  who  can  act  only  within  their  own 
areas.  If  a  man  in  Scotland  has  scab  in  his 
£ock,  and  sells  500  sheep  in,  say,  five  lots,  to 
different  purchasers  in  different  parts  of  the 
•country,  one  of  whom  resides  in  Oxfordshire, 
the  man  may  report  scab,  and  the  Oxfordshire 
^County  Council  may  act  promptly,  but  though 
it  may  stamp  it  out  there,  it  has  no  machinery 
to  trace  where  the  taint  originally  came  from, 
nor  will  it  trouble  itself  about  where  the  other 
€our  lots  have  gone.  All  it  can  do  is  to  report 
to  the  Board ;  so  that  the  owner  of  the  original 
^otch  flock  may  escape  a  dipping  order 
altogether,  and  continue  to  spread  the  disease 
:year  after  year,  and  the  Board  can  only  say 
that  the  local  authorities  have  powers  if 
they  think  fit  to  use  them.  The  authority 
And  responsibility  alike  should  rest  with  the 
•central  authority,  and  no  other  course  can 
«tamp  out  the  disease  or  satisfy  agriculturists." 

I  think  1  have  given  sufficient  reasons 
for  rejecting  a  Bill  brought  in  under 
these  circumstances,  and,  as  it  appears 
to  me,  so  far  as  the  agriculturists  are 
^concerned,  by  a  misunderstanding. 
The  measure  is  not  calculated  to  do 
what  agriculturists  wish,  and,  like  all 
legislation  of  this  kind,  which  simply 
tinkers  with  a  big  and  important  ques- 
tion, it  will  cause  the  maximum  amount 
of  annoyance,  while  doing  the  minimum 
amount  of  good.  I  cannot  myself  see 
why  the  whole  thing  should  not  be  de- 
ferred to  another  session.  By  that  time, 
I  presume  this  Committee  will  have 
reported ;  we  shall  then  be  in  a  better 
position  to  consider  the  whole  question  ; 
the  noble  Lord  wil  then  be  able  to  hear 
^1  there  is  to  be  said  on  the  subject, 
and  I  sincerely  trust  we  shall  have  a 
thoroughly  good  Bill  dealing  with  what 
is  really  a  very   important  matter.     I 


beg  to   move  that   the   Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  three  months. 

Amendment  moved — 

'*  To  leave  out  the  word  'now'  and  add  at 
the  end  of  the  Motion  the  words,  '  this  day 
three  months.'  " — {The  Duke  of  Northwmher- 
lancL) 

♦The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (The  Earl  of  Onslow)  : 
I  am  very  sorry  indeed  that  the 
noble  Duke  should  think  that  there 
has  been  any  misunderstanding  between 
the  officials  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  the  farmers  who  are  interested  in 
this  question.  I  have  looked  very  closely 
into  the  records — which,  of  course,  are 
kept  in  the  Department — of  the 
interviews  between  officials  of  the 
Board  and  the  parties  interested,  and 
into  the  reports  of  the  conferences  which 
have  taken  place,  especially  the  one  at 
Newcastle-on-Tjme,  to  which  the  noble 
Duke  has  referred,  but  I  have  utterly 
failed  to  find  any  hint  or  suggestion  that 
it  was  not  intended  to  proceed  with  this 
Bill  It  is  quite  true,  as  the  noble  Duke 
says,  that  in  another  place  a  con- 
siderable time  elapsed  between  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  and  its  consideration 
in  Grand  Committee  and  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole^House,  but  your  Lordships 
are  aware  that  there  is  great  pressure  on 
the  time  of  another  place,  and  some  Bills 
have  naturally  to  wait  until  near  the 
close  of  the  session.  But  it  must  have 
been  perfectly  well  known  to  all  those 
who  represent  those  parts  of  the 
country  which  the  noble  Duke  says  are 
opposed  to  the  Bill,  that  the  measure 
was  proceeding  on  its  normal  course. 
No  representations  Vere  made ;  the  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time,  I  believe, 
without  debate ;  it  was  fully  considered 
in  Grand  Committee;  alterations  to 
which  the  noble  Duke  has  referred  were 
made ;  and  I  do  not  think  at  any  stage 
of  its  proceedings  there  was  any  sug- 
gestion that  the  Bill  would  be  dropped. 
If  there  has  been  any  misunderstanding, 
I  venture  to  say  it  has  been  on  the  part 
of  the  farmers  themselves.  I  think 
that  misunderstanding  more  particularly 
relates  to  the  intention  and  object  of 
this  Bill.  This  is  not,  as  the  noble 
Duke  seemed  to  convey  to  your  Lord- 
ships, a  Bill  for   subjecting  farmers  to 
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great  annoyance  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. What  the  Bill  does  is  to  confer 
on  the  Board  of  Agriculture  certain 
powers  for  makins^  orders  for  the  com- 
pulsory dipping  of  sheep.  The  Board  of 
Agriculture  has  been  in  existence  a 
good  many  years,  and  I  venture  humbly 
to  say  that  after  my  short  experience 
it  appears  to  me  to  command  a  consider- 
able amount  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  the  agricultural  interest.  If  the 
House  is  of  opinion  that  the  Board  can- 
not be  safely  entrusted  with  the  power 
of  making  these  orders,  that  will  be  a 
good  reason  for  rejecting  the  Bill;  but 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Board  is 
regarded — as  I  venture  to  think  it  is — as 
the  friend  of  the  farmers,  and  not 
in  the  least  likely  to  pass  any  order 
which  would  inflict  hardship  on  or  work 
adversely  to  the  sheep-farming  interest, 
I  think  your  Lordships  may  safely  be 
asked  to  entrust  to  the  Board  the  power 
which  it  asks.  I  can  assure  the  noble 
Duke  that  in  his  county— where  I 
think  the  opposition  to  this  Bill  originated, 
and  whence  it  has  spread,  I  do  not  know 
by  what  means,  to  the  other  counties 
to  which  he  has  referred — the  Boai*d 
would  put  no  order  into  operation  under 
this  Bill,  should  it  become  an  Act,  with- 
out consulting  those  who  are  principally 
interested  in  the  sheep-farming  industry 
in  Northumberland. 

The  noble  Duke  asked.  How  are 
you  to  know  what  is  the  best  dip 
or  what  is  an  efficient  dip?  He  said 
there  was  only  one  such  dip  known. 
I  am  glad  the  noble  Duke  did  not 
mention  the  name  of  that  dip;  it 
would  have  been  too  great  an  advertise- 
mentforthe  individuals  who  manufacture 
it.  I  can  assure  the  noble  Duke  that  it  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  Board  to  specify 
any  dip  until  the  Committee  to  which 
he  has  referred  has  reported  When  we 
get  that  report  we  shall  know  what  is 
the  best  dip  to  adopt.  But  that  is  no 
reason  for  delaying  the  passage  of  this 
Bill.  1  think  the  noble  Duke  may  trust 
the  Board  to  see  that  only  an  efficient 
dip  is  employed.  When  the  Committee 
was  appointed,  Mr.  Laurence  Hardy,  its 
chairman,  undertook  the  duty  of  presid- 
ing over  the  proceedings  on  the  distinct 
understanding  that  it  was  not  to  hinder 
the  passage  of  thi^  Bill.  That  assurance 
was  given,  and  it  is  because  we  wish  to 

The  Earl  of  Onslow 


have  this  power  conferred  upon  us  that 
we  desire  to  press  the  measure  forward. 
H  the  Bill  is  postponed  until  next  year 
we  shall  waste  a  whole  year,  whereas,  if 
it  is  passed  now  the  Committee  will 
report  in  the  course  of  the  winter  and 
we  shall  be  able  to  bring  our  order  into 
operation  for  the  time  of  year  when 
^heep-dipping  is  best  carried  out  The 
noble  Duke  stated  that  sheep-dipfHng 
could  not  be  carried  out  at  all  times  of 
the  year,  and  I  quite  agree  with  him.  I 
would  remind  the  noble  Duke  that  there 
are  other  counties  in  England  besides 
those  he  has  referred  to.  In  the  counties 
of  Kent  and  Shropshire  there  is  a  great 
demand  for  the  passing  of  this  measure. 
I  was  down  at  Maidstone  only  a  very 
few  days  ago,  and  it  was  then  strongly 
pressed  upon  me  by  several  of  the  large 
sheep-farming  interests  in  Kent,  that  the 
measure  ought  to  be  proceeded  with  as 
speedily  as  possible.  The  noUe  Duke 
seemed  to  be  very  much  afraid  that 
unless  the  order  were  made  universal 
throughout  England  that  there  would 
be  a  danger  of  introducing  disease 
from  a  coimty  which  had  not  put  tbe 
order  into  force  into  a  county  which  had 
put  it  in  force.  But  I  would  point  out 
to  the  noble  Duke  that  there  is  ample 
power  taken  to  prevent  such  sheep  from 
coming  into  a  county.  Any  local  author- 
ity may  prevent  a  diseased  animal  from 
coming  in,  and  can  appoint  inspectors 
who  shall  inspect  the  sheep  before  it 
comes  into  a  county. 

The  Duke  of  NORTHUMBERLAND  : 
How  is  he  to  tell  that  it  is  diseased  1 


*The  Earl  of  ONSLOW:  I  am  not 
an  expeit  in  these  matters,  but  I  under- 
stand that  though  you  cannot  tell 
whether  a  bovine  animal  is  suffer- 
ing from  foot-and-mouth  disease^ 
and  whether  a  pig  is  suffering 
from  swine  fever,  because  it  is 
always  difficult  to  say  whether  a  disease 
is  latent  in  any  animal,  I  am  told  that 
experienced  persons  can,  by  inspecting  a 
sheep,  tell  whether  it  has  scab  or  not- 
I  can  assure  the  noble  Duke  that  if 
such  a  case  arises  as  he  mentions — 
namely,  that  there  is  an  infected  aiea 
from  which  desjase  is  being  disseminated 
and  its  situation    is   known,    we  shiJJ 
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at  once  take  steps  to  send  an  in- 
spector down  to  discover  what  that 
area  is,  and  to  inform  evjry  County 
Council  of  that  affected  area,  when  I 
have  no  doubt  whatever  that  they 
would  restrict  the  movement  of 
diseased  animals  into  their  own  area. 
I  hope  the  House  will  noi  object 
to  the  Bill,  and  I  would  point  out 
that  the  objection  of  the  noble 
Duke  to  it  arises  from  a  misconception 
of  its  object.  It  simply  confers  powers 
upon  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  is^ue 
an  order  for  the  compulsory  dipping 
of  sheep.  That  power  is  •  nly  to  be 
exercised  after  very  careful  considera- 
tion, and  it  can  only  be  done  by  the 
local  authority,  because  the  local 
authority  alone  have  the  machinery 
by  which  the  order  can  be  carried 
into  effect,  and  they  alone  have  the 
power  to  raise  the  necessary  funds 
under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  for 
carrying  it  into  effect.  If  you  do  not 
trust  your  County  Councils,  if  you  do 
not  trust  your  Board  of  Agriculture 
that  is  a  very  good  reason  for  rejecting 
the  Bill  But  if  you  do  trust  the 
machinery  of  a  Government  Depart- 
ment and  the  County  Councils  who 
are  the  loc^l  authorities  elected  by  the 
people,  I  think  we  may  safely  entrust 
to  the  one  the  framing  of  these  orders 
and  to  the  other  the  duties  of  inspection. 

The  Duke  of  NORTHUM  BERL  AND : 
May  I  be  allowed  to  explain  one  matter. 
The  noble  Lord  said  that  he  certainly 
excepted  Northumberland.  I  never 
asked  for  Northumberland  to  be 
excepted. 

♦The  Earl  of  ONSLOW:  I  did  not  say 
that.  I  said  that  no  steps  would  be 
taken  without  consulting  his  Northum- 
berland friends  and  those  interested 
in  sheep-farming  in  Northumberland. 

♦Earl  SPENCER:  My  Lords,  I  should 
like  to  say  something  on  this  matter. 
Although  I  was  never  connected 
officially  with  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
I  was  connected  with  the  Department 
that  carried  out,  I  think  exceedingly 
efficiently,  the  different  matters 
connected  with  the  diseases  of  animals 
and  with  agriculture  before  that  Board 
was  created — namely,  the  Privy  Council, 
VOL.  CXXVIL    [Fourth  Series.] 


I  have  had  very  considerable  experience 
in  the  ad  ninistration  of  all  these  Acts, 
particularly  those  with  regard  to 
pleuropneumonia  and  foot-and-mouth 
disease,  n  )t  only  as  President  of 
t  le  Council,  but  also  as  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  and  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  in  my  own  county  which 
managed  these  things.  My  Lords,  what 
I  feol  about  this  matter  is  that,  in  the 
country,  farmers  are  very  apt  to  refuse 
to  accept  the  experience  of  people  other 
than  themselves.  They  have  the  utmost 
confidence  in  their  own  judgment,  some- 
imes  very  rightly,  but  when  any  Board 
of  Agriculture  or  any  scientific  body  has 
got  up  all  the  facts  regirding  a  par 
ticular  disease,  they  absolutely  refuse  to 
accept  the  recommendations  made  to 
them.  I  have  had  sad  trouble  aboui; 
that  myself,  and  more  than  once,  after 
I  had  with  great  difficulty  carried  a 
severe  measure  with  regard  to  the  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  and  pleuro-pneu- 
monia  against  the  feeling  of  farmers, 
who  expressed  their  feelings  exceedingly 
strongly,  they  came  to  me  and  told  me 
that  I  was  right  and  tliat  they  were  wrong 
in  the  matter.  We  have  the  very  same 
thing  here.  I  quite  admit  that  the 
noble  Duke  named  some  important 
agriculturists  who  are  opposed  ta  this 
measure,  but,  at  the  same,  time  I  am 
quite  convinced  from  what  I  know  that, 
unless  some  measure  of  this  sort  is 
carried  out,  we  shall  never  be  able  to 
stamp  out  this  scab  disease  which  causes 
so  very  serious  a  loss  to  agriculturists  in 
the  country.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
noble  Duke  cheer  my  remark,  but  I  am 
afraid  we  differ  as  to  the  means  of  doing 
this.  My  Lords,  if  I  am  not  wrong,  the 
Bill  gives  very  extensive  powers  indeed 
to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  for  they 
can,  if  there  should  be  a  serious  crisis, 
impose  compulsory  dipping  all  over  the 
country  at  once. 

♦The  Earl  of  ONSLOW :  That  is  so. 

♦Earl  SPENCER:  I  thought  I  wag 
correct.  When  the  noble  Duke  was 
speaking  I  read  the  clause  carefully  arid 
I  found  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
have  that  power,  and  they  also  have  the 
alternative  of  submitting  it  to  the  local 
authorities.  They  clearly  have  the 
power  to  do   it  themselves.    From  my 
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fxperience  I   am    convinced    that    His 
Majesty's    Government    are     right     in 
assuming  that,  unless  some  measure  of 
this  sort  is  carried  out,  all  the  attempts 
to  stamp  out  this  disease  will  fail  abso- 
lutely.    The   noble    Duke    alluded,  and 
verv   properly,   to    the  great  hardships 
which  might  be  inflicted  if  the  Act  were 
not  properly  administered.     He  said  that 
dipping    was    dangerous   both    to   the 
animals  and  to  those  who  dipped  them. 
I  am  quite  certain  of  this— that  I  have 
sufficient  confidence   in  the    Board    of 
Agriculture  to   believe   that  they     will 
frame  regulations  to  prevent  any  dangers 
of    that  sort,  and  that  the  regulations 
made  by  them  will  not  enforce  dipping 
at  periods  of  the  year  when  it  would  be 
exceedingly  dangerous  to  the  sheep   if 
this    process    were  carried   out.     With 
regard  to  the  lateness  of  the  time  of  the 
session  at  which  this  Bill  is  introduced 
I  am  almost  ashamed  of  again  stating 
my  feelings  as  to  the  House  being  put 
into  this  position  of  having  Bills  brought 
in  so   very  late.     But,  my  Lords,  I  feel 
so  very  strongly   the     importance     of 
dealing  with  this  matter  that  I  should  be 
exceedingly  sorry  to   see  this   measure 
lost  when  it  has  got  so  far,  after  having 
passed    through   that  dangerous   place 
the   House  of  Commons,  which  is  very 
dangerous  in    these    matters.      Having 
run    through     that     fire   and    having 
escaped  without  harm,  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  see  it  destroyed  in  this  House 
by  the  fire  of  the  noble  Duke  and  those 
who  support  him.    I  hope  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  be  able  to  carry  the 
Bill  through,  as  I  believe  it  is  very  much 
in  the  interests  of  the  agriculturists  in 
this  country  who  own  sheep,  although 
some  of  them  may  not  think  so. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 


Bill  read  2*. 

Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended),  Bill  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
forthwith. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 
Earl  Spencer. 


♦Thb  Earl  of  ONSLOW :  I  move 
Amendments  on  this  clause  at  page 
1,  line  16,  leave  out  "that"  and 
insert  "the,"  and  after  "authority,"" 
insert  •*  appointing  the  inspector."  These 
provide  that  the  inspectors  of  a  local 
authority  shall  not  be  able  to  act  except 
under  the  directions  of  the  local  authority, 
and  not,  as  it  were,  off  their  own  bat. 

Amendment  moved — 

**In  page  1,  line  16,  to  leave  out^the  worcf 
•that'  and  insert  the  word  *the,'  and  after 
he  word  *  authority '  to  insert  the  word» 
*  appointing  the  inspector.' "—(TAe  Earl  of 
Onslow.) 

On  Question,  Amendments  agreed  to- 

Clause  2,  as  amended,  agreed  ta 


Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  NORTHUMBEit 
LAND  moved  to  insert  after  Clause  4  a 
new  clause  limiting  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  to  three  years.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  noble  Lord  had  finally 
decided  to  agree  to,  the  Amendment,  but 
he  (the  Duke  of  Northumberland)  thought 
it  was  a  reasonable  provision,  as  there 
was  so  much  objection  to  the  Bill  in  so 
many  parts  of  the  cotmtry.  He  desired 
to  explain,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  be  mis- 
understood, that  he  agreed  with  almost 
everything  that  had  fallen  from  the  lips 
of  the  noble  Lord,  Earl  Spencer.  He 
hoped  the  noble  Lord  and  the  House  did 
not  understand  from  anything  he  had 
said  that  his  objections  to  this  measure 
were  objections  to  its  stringency.  The 
objection  to  be  raised  to  it  was  that  it 
was  not  compulsory  for  the  whole  of 
the  country,  so  that  he  wished  it  to 
be  made  even  more  stringent  than  it 
was.  He  agreed  that  the  Bill  was 
necessary. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  After  Clause  4,  to  insert  as  a  new  clause 
the  words  :  '  This  Act  shall  continue  in  force 
till  the  31st  day  of  December  1906,  and  no 
longer,  unless  Parliament  shall  otherwise  deter* 
mine.'  "    {The  DtiJce  of  Northumberland,) 


♦The   Earl   of   ONSLOW 
afraid    I    cannot    accept    the 


I  am 
Amend 
ment.  It  does  not  increase  the  stringency 
of  the  Bill,  and  would  very  likely  con- 
siderably upset  the  arrangements  under 
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it,  because  orders  under  it  might 
be  enforced  in  some  counties  and 
not  in  others,  and  if  it  were  found  de- 
sirable to  extend  them  we  should  be 
met  with  the  difficulty  that  all  of  a 
sudden  the  Act  would  come  to  an  end  at 
the  expiration  of  three  years.  If  that 
were  to  happen  I  am  afraid  we  should 
find  the  country  in  an  almost  chaotic 
state. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  5  and  Title  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived. 
Amendments  reported.  Bill  read  3%  with 
the  Amendments;  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

COUNTY   COURTS   JURISDICTION  EX- 
TENSION BILL. 

Commons  Amendment  to  Lords 
Amendments  considered  (on  Motion), 
and  agreed  to. 

PATENT  OFFICE  (EXTENSION)  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment.  Com- 
mittee negatived;  and  Bill  to  be  read 
3*  to-morrow. 

FREIGHT  CONTRACTS. 

Earl  GREY:  I  beg  to  ask'  His 
Majesty's  Government  whether  they  can 
inform  the  House  what  is  the  present 
practice  of  the  Crown  Agents  in  the 
placing  of  freight  contracts  on  cargoes. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (The  Duke 
of  Marlborough)  :  My  Lords,  I  think 
what  the  noble  Earl  wishes  to  know  is 
whether  the  Colonial  OflSce  will  depart 
from  a  practice  which  they  have 
hitherto  pursued,  or  whether  they  are 
prepared  to  submit  their  freights  to 
public  contract.  I  believe  the  noble 
Earl  considers  that  the  system  adopted 
by  the  British  South  Africa  Company 
secures  more  favourable  rates  for  freights 
than  those  hitherto  obtained  by  the 
Crown  Agents.  I  am  sure  he  will  bear 
in  mind  this  fact,  that  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  consignments  which 
the  Crown  Agents  have  to  undertake  are 
made  up  of  very  small  amounts,  and  they 
have  to  do  so  in  response  to  very  urgent 


appeals,  and,  in  consequence,  they  cost  a 
certain  sum  of  money.  1  think  it  is 
clear  that  these  shipments  made  under 
these  conditions  must  be  more  eostiv 
than  in  the  case  where  requirements  for 
freights  are  more  regular,  and  where 
they  can  bo  dealt  with  sufficiently  far  in 
advance  as  to  enable  favourable  rates  to 
be  secured.  I  can  assure  the  noble  Earl 
that  whenever  the  Crown  Agents  have 
been  able  to  foresee  shipments  of  sufii- 
cient  amounts  to  render  it  worth  whie 
to  place  it  out  in  competition,  they  have 
invariably  succeeded  in  securing  rates 
which,  I  believe,  compare  very  favourably 
with  similar  transactions  by  other  ship- 
ping agencies.  With  regard  to  the 
exceptional  conditions  which  have  pre- 
vailed recently  in  the  South  African 
shipping  market,  especially  during  the 
last  eighteen  months,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  has  decided  to 
test  this  system  of  open  competition. 
He  has  decided  to  test  it  in  connection 
with  the  large  shipments  that  the  Crown 
Agents  anticipate  that  they  will  have  to 
make  to  our  new  colonies  in  South 
Africa  between  the  present  time  and  tli« 
year  1904.  Under  his  instructions  they 
will  accordingly  invite  open  competition 
tenders  in  the  course  of  the  next  few 
weeks  for  100,000  tons  to  be  shipped  up 
to  the  31st  of  December  next,  with  th« 
option  of  extending  the  amount  to 
200,000  tons.  It  is  hoped  that  the  result 
of  this  experiment  may  be  to  show 
whether  there  is  any  advantage  to  be 
gained  by  open  competition  in  comparison 
with  the  practice  that  has  hitherto  pre- 
vailed. I  trust  that  this  answer  in  con- 
nection  with  this  matter  will  give  ade- 
quate and  sufficient  information  in  a 
matter  which  I  know  the  noble  Eari 
considers  to  be  extremely  important,  and 
one  upon  which  he  holds  very  strong 
views. 

Earl  GREY:  My  Lords,  I  under- 
stand from  the  noble  Duke  that  the 
Colonial  Office  has  not  yet  invited 
tenders  for  freights  to  South  Africa, 
but  that  it  is  their  intention  to  invite 
tenders  for  big  freight  contracts  —  I 
understood  him  to  say  of  100,000  tons. 

The  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH: 
They  have  not  done  so  up  till  now. 

2  M  2 
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Earl  GREY :  I  am  very  glad  to 
fear  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
(▼overnment  to  advertise  for  tenders 
for  their  South  African  cargoes.  I  only 
regret  that  the  noble  Duke  limits  the 
;i|[^ication  of  the  principle  of  inviting 
tenders  for  Government  cargoes  to 
htrge  consignments.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  unce  we  had  a  little 
discussion  in  this  House  upon  this 
question  earlier  in  the  year»  that 
notices  have  been  posted  up  in  the 
shipping  market  asking  for  tenders 
for  Government  cargoes  to  Colombo,  a 
practice  which  has  not  existed  for  years. 
I  should  very  much  like  to  know  from 
the  noble  Duke — and  although  I  have 
not  given  notice  of  the  Question,  if  he 
has  the  information  in  his  possession 
I  am  sure  the  House  will  be  glad  to 
know— whether  the  practice  of  advertis- 
ing for  tenders  for  Government  cargoes 
to  the  Crown  colony  of  Ceylon  has  been 
replied  to  by  shipping  companies 
tendering  who  have  never  yet  been 
allowed  to  tender  at  all.  The  noble 
Duke  said  my  interest  in 

The  Lord  CHANCELLOR  (The  Earl 
of  Halsbury)  :  May  1  point  out  to  the 
noble  Earl  that  after  he  has  asked  a 
Question  he  has  no  right  of  reply. 

Earl  GREY :  I  bow  to  your 
ruling,  my  Lord.  Am  I  in  order  in 
asking  the  noble  Duke  another  Question 
without  notice  % 

The  Lord  CHANCELLOR:  Usually 
notice  is  given,  but  it  is  not  usual  and 
not  in  order  after  an  answer  has  been 
given  to  raise  a  debate  upon  it. 

Earl  GREY:  I  will  obey  your 
ruling.  May  I  give  notice  of  my  in- 
tention to  ask  the  noMe  Duke  tomorrow 
if  he  will  give  the  HoUse  a  Return  of 
the  rates  of  freight  contracts  for  rails 
obtained  by  the  British  South  Africa 
Company,  to  which  he  has  referred, 
and  give  the  points  in  South  Africa 
for  which  they  are  intended.  I  will 
move  for  that  Return  to-morrow. 

PREFERENTIAL  AND  RETALIATORY 
DUTIES. 

Lord  WELBY:  I  beg  to  move 
for  a  Return  relating  to  tariff  regula- 
tions, which  I  believe  is  unopposed,  as 


follows  :  Return  o;  preferential  and 
retaliatory  duties  imposed,  raised,  re- 
duced, or  repealed  in  the  years  1823, 
1824,  1825,  1826,  1842,  1843,  1844, 
1845,  1846,  1853,  and  1860,  stating  (1) 
the  rate  of  duty  levied,  and  (2)  the 
revenue  derived  from,  and  the  quantities 
imported  of  the  articles  concerned  in  the 
three  years  preceding  and  in  the  three 
years  following  such  change. 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
There  is  no  objection,  1  believe,  to  this 
Return. 

Lord  WELBY  :  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  conferring  with  the 
Customs  upon  the  Return,  and  at  theii 
suggestion  I  have  made  some  alterations 
which  I  showed  to  the  noble  Duke  a  day 
or  two  ago  and  to  which  he  agreed. 

Return  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the 
House— (n«  Lord  Welby.) 

House  adjonmed  at  twenty-five 
minutes  past  Six  o'clock  till 
to-morrow,  a  quarter  past 
Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wedrutsday  \2th  Av^ust,  1903. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


ULSTER  AND  CONNAUGHT  LIGHT 
RAILWAYS  BILL. 

Lords  Amendment  considered,  and 
agreed  tOg 

HASTINGS  HARBOUR  BILL  [LORDS]. 

Ordered,  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
Hastings  Harbour  Bill  [Lords],  Standing 
Orders  84,  2U,  215,  and  239  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  Bill  be  now  taken 
into  consideration  provided  amended 
prints  shall  have  been  previously  de- 
posited. 

Bill,  as  amended,  accordingly  con- 
sidered : 
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Ordered,  that  Standing  Orders,  223 
and  243  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill 
be  now  read  the  third  time.— -(^A^  Chair- 
mom  of  Ways  and  Means,) 

(King's  consent  signified).  Bill  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
with  Amendments. 

NORTH  METROPOLITAN  ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL  [LORDS]. 

Ordered,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  Morth 
Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill 
[Lords],  Standing  Orders  211,  223,  236, 
237,  and  243  be  suspended.— (TAa  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means.) 

NORTH  METROPOLITAN  ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL  [LORDS]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment;  Bill 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 
Amendment. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
They  have  agreed  to  Amendments  to 
South     Staffordshire      Tramways     Bill 


Lords 
[Lords 
Lords 
Board 


Liverpool  University  Bill 
Bradford  Corporation  Bill 
Bury  and  District  Joint  Water 
Bill  [Lords].  Preston,  Chorley, 
and  Horwich  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]. 
Salford  Corporation  Bill  [Lords].  Shrop- 
shire and  Worcestershire  Electric  Power 
Bill  [Lords].  Bangor  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords].  Hastings  Harbour  District 
Railway  Bill  [Lords].  Mid-Yorkshire 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords].  North  Western 
Electricity  and  Power  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. 
Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendment. 


PETITION. 


LICENSING  LAW  (COMPENSATION  FOR 
NON-RENEWAL)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Tunbridge  Wells,  against; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


LONDON  (EQUALISATION  OF  RATES) 
ACT,  1894  (ACCOUNTS  UNDER  SEC- 
TION  1  (7)  OF  THE  ACT). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  7th  August;  Mr  Orant  Lawson\ ; 
CO  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  338.] 


BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  (BUTTER 
REGULATIONS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Final  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  )»^pointed 
by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  the  desirability  of 
Regulations  for  Butter,  with  copy  of  the 
Minute  appointing  the  Committee  [by 
Command] ;  lo  He  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD    OF    AGRICULTURE  (BUTTER 
REGULATIONS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Minutes  of  Evidence 
to  the  Final  Report  of  the  Departmental 
Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  the  desirab  lity  of  Regulation!  for 
Butter,  with  a  digest  of  the  evidence, 
appendices,  and  index  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD    OF  EDUCATION. 

Copy  presented,  of  (1)  Grants  paid  to 
School  Boards  under  Section  97  of 
Elementary  Education  Act,  1870,  (2) 
School  Board  Accounts,  (3)  List  of  Loans, 
for  1902-3  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Copy  presented,  of  Lists  of  Secondary 
Schools,  Science  and  Art  Schools  and 
Classes,  and  Evening  Schools  under  the 
administration  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
1902-3  [by  Command];  to  lie  upbn  the 
Table. 

CUSTOMS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Forty-seventh 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs 
for  the  year  ended  3l8t  March,  1903  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

IMPERIAL  DEFENCE  AND  CONSULAR 
SERVICE. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered30th  July ;  Mr.  Caihcart  Wason]-, 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  339]. 

CONDITION  OF  TRADE  AND  PEOPLE. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  30th  June;  Mr.  Gibson  Bawksy, 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  pnnted. 
[No.  340.] 
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KOYAL     COMMISSIONS    AND    SELECl  WORKMEN'S   TRAINS. 

Return  ordered,  •*  showing  (1)  the 
number  of  Workmen's  Trains  running 
on  all  Railways  within  the  Metropolitan 
area ;  (2)  the  distance  run  and  the  fares 
charged  on  each  particular  train  (in  con- 
tinuation of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
187,  of  session  1900/*)— (Afr.  Lmgk) 


COMMISSIONS    AND 
COMMIT lEES  (COST). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  27th  May ;  Mr,  Malcolm]  ;  to 
he  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Na  341.] 

GOVERNMENT    DEPARTMENTS    (CON- 
TRACTS). 

Return-  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ofdered  6th  July;  SirHotoard  ViiijceiU]; 
lo  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

[No.  342.] 

PACIFIC  CABLE  ACT,  1901. 
Account  presented,  showing  the 
raoney  issued  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund  under  the  provisions  of  The 
Pacific  Cable  Act,  1901,  and  of  the 
inoney  received,  expended,  and  borrowed, 
and  securities  created  under  the  said 
Act  to  the  3l8t  March,  1903  [by  Act]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  343.] 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE. 

Account  presented,  of  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  the  Paymaster-General 
on  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judi- 
cature in  respect  of  the  funds  of  suitors 
of  the  Court  in  the  year  ended  28th 
February,  1903,  and  of  account  of  the 
National  Debt  Commissioners  for  the 
same  period  in  respect  of  funds  held 
by  them  on  behalf  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature,  with  the  Report 
of  the  Comptrollor  and  Auditor 
General  thereon  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  344.] 


CYPRUS. 
Return  ordered,  '*  (1)  of  all  sums  paid 
in  each  year,  1900-1901,  1901-2,  by 
direction  of  His  Majesty's  GovernmeDt, 
out  of  moneys  arising  from  the  revenues 
of  Cyprus,  in  discharge  of  the  interest 
upon  the  Turkish  Loan  guaranteed  by 
this  country  under  the  Statute  18  and  19 
Vic,  c.  99  ;  and  (2)  of  all  sums  voted  by 
Parliament  during  the  same  period  in 
aid  of  the  Administration  of  Cyprus; 
and  also  of  the  surplus  remaining  in 
each  year  over  and  above  the  payments 
made  out  of  such  revenues  on  account 
of  the  said  Turkish  Loan  and  laid  aside 
by  ^yay  of  sinking  fund,  together  with 
the  interest  thereon  (in  continuation  of 
Parliamentary  Papers,  No.  42,  of  Session 
1899,  and  No.  4,  of  Session  1902).' — 
(Afr,  Fierpoint) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCU- 
LATED WITH  THE  VOTES. 


COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL). 
Copy    presented,   of  Colonial  Report, 
No.   393   (Hong-Kong,    Annual   Report 
for   1902)  [by  Command];  to  lie   upon 
the  Table. 

RAND  MINES  (NATIVE  MORTALITY). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  7th  August ;  Mr,  Trevelyan\  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  345.]  ^ 

NAVAL  SAVINGS  BANKS. 
Account  presented,  of  deposits  in 
Naval  Savings  Banks,  and  the  payments 
theireof,  and  the  interest  thereon,  etc., 
during  the  financial  year  1901-1902  i 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.     [No  346.] 


Condemned  Rations  in  South  Africa. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  To  ask  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  War  Office,  whether, 
in  1900,  there  were  reports  received  as  to 
large  quantities  of  meat .  and  vegetable 
rations  having  been  found  bad  in  South 
Africa ;  and,  if  so  whether  he  can  state  if 
these  were  rations  supplied  from  home  or 
from  elsewhere. 

{Answered  by  Lard  Stanley.)  The  only 
bad  reports  on  meat  and  vegetable  rations 
in  1900  aflFected  some  20,000  N.A.O. 
rations  which  were  supplied  from  this 
country.  The  contractor  was  permitted 
to  replace  the  lot  condemned.  Similar 
action  took  place  regarding  subsequent 
supplies  in  1901.  Further  consignments 
afterwards  supplied  were  favourably  re- 
ported on.  Over  ten  million  meat  and 
vegetable  rations  of  various  brands  were 
shipped  from  England  to  South  Africa. 
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Cnstoiiui  Service— Promotion  in  the 
Watencnard  DeiMurtment 

Mr.  LUKE  WHITE  (Yorkshire,  E.R., 
Buckrose) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  the  Board  of  Customs 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  employ- 
ing preventive  officers  on  duties  at  present 
performed  by  examining  officers,  in  order 
to  reUeve  the  stagnation  in  promotion  iu 
the  waterguard  department. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Elliot)  It  is 
not  contemplated  to  employ  preventive 
officers,  generally,  on  duties  at  present 
performed  by  examining  officers,  who 
belong  to  a  different  branch  of  the  out- 
door service  of  the  Customs. 

JDogs  for  Viyisection  Pniposed. 

Sir  JOHN  ROLLESTON  (Leicester): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  is  aware 
of  the  source  from  which  the  dogs  are 
-obtained  which  are  used  by  vivisectors 
for  experiments ;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
cau«e  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  this. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Akers 
D<mglas,)  I  have  no  information  as  to 
the  sources — no  doubt  many  and  various 
— from  which  dogs  are  obtained  for  the 
purposes  of  experiments ;  and  I  do  not 
think  that  any  good  purpose  would  be 
served  by  my  attempting  to  make 
inquiry  on  the  subject. 

Woman  Inspector  in  the  Pottery  Trade. 
Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, whether  he  can  state  what  steps 
have  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  promise 
to  consider  the  appointment  of  a  district 
woman  inspector  for  the  Potteries,  which 
was  given  by  Mr.  Boskill  on  behalf  of 
the  Home  Office  on  Wednesday  the  1st 
July,  the  seventh  day  of  the  arbitration 
on  the  use  of  lead,  held  under  the 
JPactory  Act,  1891. 

{Answaed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers 
DoTiglas.)  This  matter,  as  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  is  'aware,  involves  questions  of 
considerable  difficulty.  I  cannot  do  more 
than  promise  to  take  it  into  very  careful 
consideration  after  the  publication  of 
the  award  and  in  connection  with  any 
review  of  the  staff  of  inspectors  which 
may   be  necessary   for  the  purposes  of 
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next  year's  Estimates.  In  the  meantime 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  secure 
for  the  Potteries  district  the  largest 
share  of  the  attention  of  the  women 
inspectors  which  is  possible  without 
interfering  with  the  efficiency  of  the 
staff  in  its  present  organisation.. 

Motor-Car  Accidents. 
Mr.  BAILEY  (Newington,  Wal- 
worth) :  To  ask  the  Swr^tfiry  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether 
cases  of  accidents  by  motor-car  are 
reported  by  the  police,  if  so,  can  he 
state  what  number  of  accidents  have 
occurred  to  vehicles  and  what  number  of 
persons  have  beennnjured  during  the 
year  1902;  and  whether  any  proceedings 
have  been  taken  by  the  poUce  against  the 
drivers.  .  I 

(Anstvered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Akers 
D(mglas,)  I  have  no  doubt  that  motor- 
car accidents  are  reported  by  the  police 
to  the  police  authorities  of  counties  and 
boroughs,  but  my  information  in  the 
matter  extends  only  to  the  Metropolitan 
Police  District  in  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  the  police  authority.  In  that 
district  195  accidents  were  reported 
during  the  year  1902,  by  which  one 
death  and  personal  injury  in  194  cases 
were  caused.  Accidents  are  not  neces- 
sarily due  to  neglect  or  other  wrongful 
act ;  but  proceedings  are  invaribly  taken 
by  the  police  in  London  when  an  offence 
is  committed  by  a  motor-car  driver 
within  their  cognisance. 

Schools  in  Bnral  Districts. 
SmMARKSTEWART(Kirkcudbright- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  expense 
incurred  by  shepherds  and  other  persons 
who  reside  in  parts  of  the  country 
remote  from  schools,  for  the  education  of 
their  children  ;  and  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  bring  in  a  Bill  next  session  to 
allow  School  Boards,  showing  good  cause, 
to  apply  for  assistance  from  the  Treasury 
to  enable  them  to  board  out  their 
children  near  a  school. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  A,  Graham  Murray.) 
The  matter  referred  to  is  one  which  has 
frequently  been  before  the  Department, 
and  every  effort  is  made,  in  specific 
cases,    to    bring   about    a  satisfactoiy 
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arrangement,  consistent  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Education  Acts.  The 
question  of  extending  the  powers  of 
School  Boards,  by  enabling  them  to  pay 
for  the  board  of  children,  and  still  more 
that  of  making  a  Treasury  grant  for  the 
purpose,  are  very  grave,  and  I  am 
unable  at  present  to  commit  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  direction  suggested. 

British  Merchants  in  the  French  Congo. 
Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool, Exchange):  To  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affaiis 
what  is  the  present  position  of  the 
negotiations  with  the  French  (Jovem- 
ment  with  respedt  to  the  claims  of 
British  merchants  for  restitution  of 
trading  rights  and  compensation  for 
losses  sustained  through  the  action  of 
the  concessionaire  companies  in  the 
French  Congo ;  has  it  been  arranged  to 
refer  these  claims  to  arbitration ;  and,  if 
so,  when  is  the  arbitration  to  be  held. 

(Anstvered  by  Lord  Cranbome,)  The 
negotiations  referred  to  are  still  in 
progress,  and  it  would  not  be  advisable 
at  this  stage  to  make  any  detailed  state- 
ment. 

Venue  of  Ulster  Winter  Assizes. 
Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.) :  To 
ask  Mr.  Attorn ey-General  for  Ireland 
whether  the  Irish  Government  will  con- 
sider the  advisabih'ty  of  holding  the 
coming  Ulster  Winter  Assizes  in  the  city 
of  Londonderry  now  that  the  city  has  a 
venue  distinct  from  that  of  the  county. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Atkinson.)  The 
question  of  the  selection  of  the  venue 
for  the  holding  of  winter  assizes  ia  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

Charitable  Loan  Fund  Act. 

Dr.  THOMPSON    (Monaghan,  N.) : 

To  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland 

if,  next  session,  he  will  bring  in  a  Bill  to 

amend  the  Charitable  Loans  Fund  Act. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Atkinson )  I  much  re- 
gret that  the  Bill  which  I  introduced  on 
this  subject  as  an  uncontroversial 
measure  had  to  be  withdrawn  owing  to 
threatened  opposition.  I  think  the  entire 
subject  requires  to  be  dealt  with  in  a 
compr3hen  ive  measure,  but,  of  course,  it 


is  impossible  to  give  any  undertaking  as 
to  the  legislation  of  next  session. 

Assimilation  of  Bonndaiies  of  Parliam  en- 
tary  and  Municipal  Boroughs. 

Mr.  H.  C.  RICHARDS  (Finsbury  E): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  if  he  will  re  introduce 
at  an  early  date  in  next  session  und 
persevere  with  the  measure  for  making 
the  Parliamentary  Boroughs  of  the 
metropolis  coterminous  with  the 
municipal  borough  boundaries,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  desire  of  the  local  govern- 
ing and  registration  authorities  in  the 
Metropolis. 


(Ansueied  by  Mr.  frailer 
not  at  present  promise  to 
Bill  next  session.  Perhaps 
will  allow  me  to  refer  to 
Questions  on  this  subject 
April  last.t  I  could  not 
expectation  that  I  should 
dealing  with  this  matter, 
satisfied  that  it  would  be 
unopposed  measure. 


Long.)  I  could 
introduce  this 
my  hon.  friend 
my  replies  to 
in  March  and 
hold  out  any 
propose  a  Bill 
unless  I  was 
treated  as  an 


Accommodation  of  Bristol  Union 
Infirmaries. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (York- 
shire,  Cleveland)':  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  in- 
firmary accommodation  in  the  Bristol 
Union,  resulting  in  the  occasional  crowd- 
ing of  over  750  sick  people  in  wards  in 
two  workhouses  certified  for  450,  and 
the  exclusion  of  cases  of  a  mild  lunacy 
type,  which  have  consequently  been 
treated  at  a  greater  cost  in  the  Bristol 
Lunatic  Asvlum;  and,  whether,  seeing 
that  the  old  infirmary  wards  were  con- 
demned by  the  inspectors  in  1898,  and 
that  plans  for  a  ne^  infirmary  have  Iteen 
prepared,  he  will  say  what  steps  he  pro- 
poses to  take  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Waiter  Lor^g.)  My 
attention  has  been  caUed  to  the  need  for 
further  accommodation  for  the  indoor  poor 
of  the  Bristol  Union,  and  I  have  for  s:)me 
time  past  been  in  communication  with 
the  guardians  on  the  subject.  I  have 
pressed  them  to  submit  to  me  a  complete 
scheme  for  the  provision  of  the  neces&ary 
accommodation,  and  I  am  now  expecting 
to  hear  from  them  on  the  subject. 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxviu.,  1645. 
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Corporal  Ponishinent  for  a  Oirl  in 
Chatham  Poor  Law  Schools. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  ! 
Local  Government  Board  whether  his  j 
attention  has  been  called  to  the 
chastisement  of  a  girl  by  a  Poor  Law  I 
schoolmistress  at  Chatham;  whether,  i 
seeing  that  the  corporal  punishment  of . 
female  children  in  Poor  Law  schools  is  I 
forbidden  by  the  regulations  of  the  Local ' 
Government  Board,  he  will  state  what  I 
steps  the  Local  Government  Board  will  | 
take  in  this  case  to  vindicate  the  authority  i 
of  their  regulations. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long)  A 
newspaper  report  has  been  forwarded  to 
me  with  respect  to  this  matter,  and  I  am 
making  inquiry  with  regard  to  it.  | 

Average  Age  at  Marriage.  | 

Mr,  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merihyr  Tydvil) :  | 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  \ 
Government  Board  if  he  can  state  the  j 
mean  age  at  marriage  of  men  and 
women  respectively  married  in  the  | 
quinquennial  periods  1851-5,  1856-60,  | 
1861-5,  1866-70.  1871-5,  1876-80,  | 
1881-5,  1886-90,  1891-5,  1896-1900.      ! 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Waltei-  Long.)  The 
mean  ages  of  marriage  were  not  cal- 
culated in  the  earlier  periods  referred  to. 
The  mean  ages  in  the  groups  of  years 
from  1867,  however,  are  :— 1867-1870 
(four  years)  men,  28  0  ;  women,  25*7. 
1871-1875,  men,  27-9;  women,  25-7. 
1876-1880,  men,  279; 
1881-1885.  men,  28  0; 
1886-1890,  men,  283; 
1891-1895,  men,  284; 
1896-1900,  men,  284; 
I  understand  from  the 
oral  that  in  1867-1870 
per  cent,  of  the  people  married  did  not 
state  their  ages,  but  that  there  has  been 
a  gradual  improvement  in  the  statement 
of  ages,  until  in  1900  only  about  1^  per 
cent,  did  not  state  their  ages.  For  these 
and  other  reasons,  however,  comparisons 
between  the  average  ages  at  marriage  in 
the  earlier  years  with  those  in  the  later 
years  cannot  be  regarded  as  altogether 
trustworthy. 

British  Exports  and  Imports. 
Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he 


women,  25*7. 
women,  25*7. 
women,  260. 
women,  26 '2. 
women,  26*2. 
Registrar  Gen- 
more  than  30 


will  state  what  was  the  declared  value 
of  British  imports,  and  the  \alue  of 
exports  of  British  produce,  in  187.3,  and 
the  value  of  those  imports  and  exports, 
separately  from  one  another,  in  the  years 
1883,  1893,  and  1902,  calculated  accord- 
ing to  the  Board  of  Trade  index  number 
on  the  basis  of  1873  values,  and  ex- 
cluding ships  from  the  figures  of  exports 
in  1902. 


{Anstvered  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  The 
declared  values  of  the  imports  into,  and  of 
the  exports  of  British  produce  from,  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1873,  were  as  follows  ; 
—Imports,  £371,000,000.  Exports  of 
British  produce,  £255,000,000.  Ap- 
proximate values  of  total  imports  and  of 
exports  of  British  produce,  exclusive  of 
ships,  in  the  undermentioned  years,  at 
1873  prices,  computed  according  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  index  numbers,  on  the 
assumption  that  the  average  value  of 
the  articles  of  our  import  and  export 
trade  have  followed  the  course  of  general 
prices :— Imports,  1883.  £526,000,000; 
1893,  £61 1,000.000;  1902,  £797,000.000. 
Exports  of  British  produce,  1883, 
£295,000,000;  1893,  £329,000,000;  1902, 
£418,000,000.  As  1  stated  in  reply  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Renfrewshire  West,! 
the  level  of  prices  in  1873  was  higher 
than  in  any  other  year  since  1826. 

Paris  ''  Tube  "  Accident. 

Mr.  H.  C.  RICHARDS :  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he 
will  give  directions  that  the  Department 
shall  be  represented  by  an  expert  at  any 
inquiry  which  may  be  held  by  the  French 
authorities  on  the  accident  on  the  under- 
ground railway  at  Paris  on  Monday  last, 
in  order  that  proper  precautions  may  be 
recommended  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
similar  undertakings  in  this  country  with 
a  view  to  obviate  a  similar  disaster  in 
this  country. 

(Answeied  by  Mr,  Gerald  Balfour,)  The 
Board  of  Tradfe  will  take  steps  to  obtain 
a  report  of  the  proceedings  at  any  inquiry 
which  may  be  held.  The  expert  officers, 
of  the  Department  have  made  themselves 
acquainted  with  the  construction  and 
working  of  the  French  railway. 

t  See  page  676. 
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3oard  of  Education— OonsoltatlTe  and 
Registration  Oonunittees. 

Mr.  GEORGE  BROWN  (Edinburgh, 
Central) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  whether  he  will 
consider  the  ad\nsability  of  strengthen- 
ing the  Consultative  and  Registration 
Committees  by  the  addition  of  specialists 
in  infant  school  teaching. 

{Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson,)  In 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
the  Consultative  Committee  and  the 
Registration  Council  are  sufficiently 
representative  of  ihe  various  kinds  of 
education,  and  there  is  no  present  inten- 
tion of  adding  members  to  either  of  these 
bodies. 


.Lincoln  Education  Oommittee— Appoint- 
ment of  a  Solicitor. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire,  Spald- 
ing) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Education  whether  the  appointment 
by  the  education  committee  of  the  city 
of  Lincoln  of  a  solicitor  to  carry  out  its 
legal  work,  instead  of  reporting  the  work 
required  to  the  city  council  and  requesting 
the  council  to  have  the  work  undertaken, 
will  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 

{Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson.)  If 
the  education  committee  of  the  city  of 
Lincoln  are  employing  a  paid  official 
without  authority  from  the  citv  council, 
the  case  is  one  which  may  call  for  the 
consideration  of  the  city  council,  or  of  the 
auditor  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
It  is  not  a  matter  in  which  the  Board  of 
Education  would  take  action. 

Tostal  Facilities  at  Battersbridge,  County 
Cavan. 

Mr.  McGOVERN  (Cavan.  W.)  :  To 
-ask  the  Postmaster-General  is  he  aware 
that  inconvenience  is  caused  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Buttersbridge,  and  that 
locality,  in  the  county  of  Cavan,  owing 
to  the  want  of  a  post  office,  money  order 
•office,  or  telegraph  office ;  and,  seeing 
that  the  telegmph  wires  come  to  within 
^bout  200  perches  of  the  village,  will  he 
get  telegraph  or  telephone  connection 
between  it  and  Cavan,  and  also  establish 
a  money  order  office,  which  will  be  very 
little  expense  on  the  Department. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  vhaniberlain ) 
I  assume  that  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  refers  to  Buttersbridge,  at 
which  place  there  is  already  a  post 
office,  but  neither  telegraph  nor  money 
order  business  is  transacted  there.  I 
have  offered  to  provide  telegraphic 
facilities  if  a  guarantee  of  £19  a  year  for 
seven  years  is  given,  but  I  have  had  no 
reply  to  this  offer.  The  maximum 
liability  under  such  a  guarantee  Mould 
be  only  £9  10s.  The  question  of  estab- 
lishing a  monev  order  office  there  does 
not  appear  to  nave  been  raised,  but  I 
will  have  it  considered.  Probably  a 
guarantee  will  be  required*  also  in  that 
case. 

Promotion  in  the  Bristol  and  Cheltenham 
Post  Offices. 

Mr.  JAMES  O^CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  will  explain  why  a  sorting 
clerk  and  telegraphist  at  Bristol,  who 
was  removed  temporarily  to  Exeter  to 
assist  the  surveyor's  staff,  was  upon  his 
return  to  Bristol,  placed  over  the  heads  of 
seventy  of  his  senior  colleagues.  Alsotoask 
the  Postmaster-General,  whether  he  will 
state  by  what  authority  the  postmaster 
of  Cheltenham  states  that  no  appoint- 
ments as  postmen  in  that  town  will  be 
given  to  assistant  postmen  for  some  time ; 
and  whether  any  steps  can  be  taken  to 
confer  appointments  on  those  assistant 
postmen  at  Cheltenham  who  were 
passed  over  some  time  ago,  because 
they  were  not  eighteen  years  of  age, 
but  who  have  since  become  qualified. 

{Ansivered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  regret  to  say  that  I  am  unable  to 
answer  these  Questions  at  such  short 
notice.  The  Questions  only  appeared 
on  the  Paper  to-day,  and  I  have  had  no 
time  to  make  inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances. 


Post  Office  Committee  on  Wages—Names 
of  Members- 
Ma.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  he  has  appointed 
the  Committee  on  Wages ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  can  announce  the  names  of 
the  gentlemen  selected. 
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(Answered  hy  Mr,  Austen  ChainherUiin.) 
I  have  not  quite  completed  the  com- 
position of  the  Committee,  but  I  hope  to 
be  in  a  position  to  announce  the  names 
in  a  few  days. 

Pensions  for  Widows  of  Seamen  and 
Marines  killed  in  Time  of  Peace. 

Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  (Ports- 
mouth) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  he  can  announce  the 
final  decision  arising  out  of  the  inquiry 
concerning  the  pensions  to  be  paid  to 
widows  of  seamen  and  marines  who  lose 
their  lives  in  time  of  peace ;  and  whether 
this  charge  will  be  transferred  from  the 
funds  of  Greenwich  Hospital  to  the  Con- 
solidated Fund. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Uitchie.)  I  may 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  an  answer 
given  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  on  15th  June.t 

Delay  in  Appointment  of  Mr.  P.  J.  Boyle 
as  Light-Keeper. 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) :  To 
iisk  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  say  why 
Mr.  Patrick  James  Boyle,  of  Rutland 
Island,  county  Donegal,  who  passed  the 
necessary  examination  some  15  months 
^o,  has  not  yet  been  appointed  to  the 
position  of  light-keeper,  whilst  other 
persons  have  been  appointed  whose 
^^amination  was  subsequent  to  his. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Wyndham) :  No 
peraons  have  been  examined  for  this 
position  since  the  date  at  which  Mr. 
Boyle  was  examined. 

British  Musenm  Beading  Boom  and 
National  Library  of  Ireland— Staff 
and  Number  of  Beaders. 

Mk.  HUGH  LAW  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  will  give  the  number  of 
readers*  attendances  for  the  year  1902-3 
(or  the  last  year  for  which  figures  are 
obtainable)  at  the  reading-room  of  the 
British  Museum  and  at  the  National 
Library  of  Ireland  respectively ;  and  also 
the  number  of  the  library  staff  in  each 
case. 

{Answered  hy  Mr  Wyndham,)  The 
cumber  of  readers'  attendances]^  at  the 

tSee  (4)  Debates,  cxxiii.,  954. 


reading  room  of  the  National  Library  of 
Ireland  in  the  year  mentioned  was 
174,796.  The  library  steff  consisted  of 
a  librarian,  two  assistant  librarians, 
fourteen  attendants,  and  two  cataloguers. 
Two  additional  attendants  have  been 
employed  since  the  Ist  April  last.  1 
have  no  information  in  respect  to  the 
reading-room  of  the  British  Museum. 

Early  Statutes  of  Ireland— Progress  of 
Printing. 

Mr.  pike  pease  (Darlington) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  progress 
has  been  made  with  the  printing  of  the 
early  statutes  of  Ireland,  in  what  form 
they  are  being  printed,  and  how  soon 
the  first  volume  is  likely  to  be  published. 

{Anstvered  hy  Mr.  Wyndham,)  The  early 
statutes  of  Ireland  will  be  published  in 
octavo,  as  part  of  the  series  of  Irish 
Record  Office  book&  About  100  pages 
are  in  type,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  first 
volume  will  be  ready  for  issue  early  next 
year. 

Boyal  Visit  to  Ireland— Bailwav  Over- 
crowding  and    Excursion  Facilities 
on  the  Lough  Swilly  and  Letterkenny 
Bailway. 

Mr.  MTADDEN  (Donegal,  E.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  thelx)rd  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  the  attention  of  the 
Board  of  Works  has  been  drawn  to  the 
fact  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  King's 
visit  to  Londonderry  on  the  28th  July 
last  no  excursions  were  issued  on  the 
Letterkenny  railway  ;  that  the  Letter- 
kenny and  Burtonport  lines  were 
denuded  of  rolling  stock  to  supply  the 
Lough  Swilly  line,  which  issued  excur- 
sion tickets  ;  that  compartments  made  to 
accomniodate  eight  people  carried 
twenty;  and  that  at  Newtoncunning- 
ham  Station  a  couple  of  coal  trucks  or 
goods  wagons  were  utilised  to  carry 
passengers  ;  and,  if  so,  will  inquiry  be 
made  by  the  Board  of  Works  into  this 
and  other  complaints  of  the  Lough 
Swilly  Company  in  the  management  of 
the  Letterkenny  Railway. 

{Ansv)ered  hy  Mr,  Wyndham.)  The 
Company  anticipated  that  the  traffic  on 
this  date  on  the  Burtonport  and  Letter- 
kenny lines,  at  the  ordinary  fares,  would 
be  as  much  as  carriage    accommodation 
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could  be  provided  for.  It  was,  therefore, 
considered  inadvisable  to  issue  excursion 
tickets.  The  Company  deny  that  the 
Burtonpo.t  line  was  denuded  of  rolh'ng 
stock  to  supply  their  own  system.  They 
state  that  there  were  seven  carriages 
and  two  vans  in  use  on  the  Burtonport 
line,  which  they  say  were  quite  sufficient 
for  the  traffic.  As  regards  the  use  of 
wagons  for  passengers  on  the  date  in 
question,  the  Company  state  it  is  not 
practicable  to  estimate  correctly  the 
number  of  people  likely  to  travel  by  the 
Letterkenny  railway  by  the  morning 
train,  that  on  arrival  at  Newtowncun 
ningham  the  train  was  quite  full,  and 
that,  consequently,  al)out  fifteen  pas- 
sengers elected  to  travel  in  two  flat 
wagons.  These  passengers,  however, 
were'  changed  into  carriages  at  Tooban 
Junction,  six  miles  further  on.  The 
Board  of  Works  have  the  question  of 
the  more  efficient  working  of  the  Burton- 
port  and  Carndonagh  Railways  under 
consideration,  and  representations  have 
been  addressed  to  the  Lough  Swilly 
Railway  Company  on  the  subject. 

Excursion  Parties  on  the  Lough  Swilly 
Bailway. 

Mr.  McFADDEN  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, if  he  is  aware  that  the  Lough  Swilly 
Railway  Company,  on  the  occaiion  of  the 
holding  of  an  agricultural  and  industrial 
show  at  Letterkenny  on  the  16th  July 
last,  refused  to  carry  or  give  trayelling 
facilities  to  excursionists  from  Culdaff  and 
Carndonagh  desirous  of  visiting  the 
show  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Board  of 
Works  intend  to  take  any  action  in 
reference  to  this  refusal,  or  see  that  the 
loss  occasioned  by  it  to  the  receipts  from 
the  Letterkenny  Railway  is  made  good 
to  the  ratepayers  in  the  guaranteeing 
area. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  IVyndham.)  The 
Company  did  not  refuse  to  carry  this 
excursion  party.  The  gentleman  acting 
for  the  party  did  not  accept  the  offer 
made  by  the  Company  for  three  weeks, 
and  in  the  interval  another  large  party 
made  arrangements  for  the  same  date, 
which  wei  e  agreed  to  by  the  Company. 
The  former  party  has  since  been  carried 
from  Corndonagh  to  Derry  without  com- 
plaint. 


Heating  of  Irish  National  Schools. 

Mb.  murphy  (  Kerry,  E. ):  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  anything  \rill 
be  done  for  the  heating  of  Irish  national 
schools  during  the  coming  winter. 


{Answered  by  Mr  fVyndhum,)  The 
Estimates  contain  no  provision  for  tins 
service,  except  in  the  case  of  the  model 
schools.  The  question,  however,  will 
receive  consideration  in  connection  with 
the  results  of  the  recent  inquiry 
respecting  Irish  elementary  day  schools. 


Ireland— Non-appointment  of  Manual 
Instructresses. 

Mr.  MURPHY:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  will  state  what  amount  has 
been  returned  to  the  Treasury  on  account 
of  the  non  -  appointment  of  manual 
instructresses  during  the  last  financial 
year. 

{Anstvered  by  Mr.  Wynjdham,)  No 
money  has  been  surrendered  to  the 
Treasury  on  this  account. 


Harbour  Works  at  Portevelin. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  in  July,  1901,  recom- 
mended that  Board  to  carry  out  certain 
harbour  works  at  Portevelin,  County 
Donegal,  and  that  the  Board  communi- 
cated with  the  War  Department  with  a 
view  to  getting  their  assistance  in  cann- 
ing out  the  work  on  account  of  it& 
proximity  to  the  Leenan  Head  Battery ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  say  what  has  been  the 
result  of  the  communications  with  the 
War  Department,  and  whether  the  Board 
intend  to  carry  out  the  work. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  fFyndham.)  The  exist- 
ing pier  and  the  adjoining  land  are  the 
property  of  the  War  Department,  and 
that  Department  is  unable  to  make  any 
contribution  towards  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
posed works.  The  Congested  Districts 
Board  has  postponed,  for  the  present, 
fiuther  consideration  of  the  project. 
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Delay  in  Erection  of  Labourers'  Cottages 
in  the  Cavan  Union. 

Mr.  McGOVERN  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land is  he  aware  that  the  Cavan  Rural 
Districts  Council  attributes  the  delay  in 
erecting  labourers'  cottac^es  in  the  Cavan 
Union  to  the  action  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  officials ;  and,  if  so,  can  he 
state  what  are  the  documents  which  the 
Local  Grovemment  Board  require  before 
an  arbitrator  can  be  appointed,  and  will 
be  see  that  no  arbitrator  who  has  any 
connection  with  the  landlords  of  Cavan, 
or  any  of  the  adjoining  counties,  will  get 
the  appointment. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  l^yndham.)  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  District  Council  attributes 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  delay  that  has  taken 
place  in  the  erection  of  the  cottages.  The 
causes  of  the  delay  were  indicated  in  my 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member's  previous 
Question  of  the  13th  July,t  and  the 
District  Council  in  December  last  was  in- 
formed by  the  Board  of  its  requirements 
in  respect  to  the  documents  essential  to 
the  arbitration  inquiry.  It  is  the  practice 
of  the  Board  to  appoint  as  arbitrators 
only  such  gentlemen  as,  in  the  Board's 
opinion,  will  discharge  their  duties  in  an 
efficient  and  impartial  manner,  and  who 
have  no  direct  or  indirect  interest  in  the 
lands  the  subject  of  arbitration. 

Working  of  Tramways  (Ireland)  Acts. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  appointing  a  Viceregal 
Commission  or  otherwise  inquiring  into 
the  working  of  the  Tramways  (Ireland) 
Acts,  1860  to  1900,  with  a  view  to  the 
codification  thereof  and  the  assimilation 
of  the  law  in  Ireland  with  reference  to 
light  railways  with  what  it  is  in  England. 

(Anstvered  by  Mr.  JFyndham.)  There 
•does  not  appear  to  be  any  urgent  reason 
for  the  codification  of  the  Irish  Tram- 
livays  Acts.  Each  Act  has  been  drawn 
with  a  careful  regard  to  those  preceding 
it,  and  no  serious  difficulties  have  been 
experienced  in  their  interpretation  by  the 
Grovemment  or,  so  far  as  it  is  aware,  by 
the  public  interested  in  the  system.     The 


t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxv.,  394. 


features  of  the  law  in  Ireland  with 
regard  to  light  railways  differ  very  con- 
siderably from  those  of  the  law  in 
England— for  instance  in  the  matter  of 
free  gmnts  by  the  State — and  it  would 
not  be  practicable  to  assimilate  the  law 
in  the  two  countries.  I  see  no  necessity 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Commission  as 
suggested. 

Medical  Attendance  on  Boyal  Irish 
Constabulary— Consulting  Pnsrsicians. 

Dr.  THOMPSON :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Irish 
Poor  Law  medical  officers  have  power  to 
call  in  conFultation,  in  the  case  of  severe 
illness  of  a  poor  person,  any  physician 
or  surgeon  they  may  desire,  he  will 
explain  why  the  same  discretion  is  not 
permitted  to  medical  attendants  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary. 

{Anstvered  hy  Mr.  Wyndham.)  No 
proper  analogy  can  be  drawn  between 
the  two  services.  In  the  case  of  medical 
attendants  on  the  Constabulary,  the 
cost,  estimated  at  about  £13,000  in  tlie 
current  year's  Estimates,  is  defrayed  by 
the  State.  It  is  also  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  large 
majority  of  local  county  forces,  the 
police  have  to  provide  their  own  medi- 
cal attendance,  and  in  no  case  where 
such  is  supplied  does  it  include  attend- 
ance for  the  man's  wife  or  family,  as  in 
Ireland. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  a  circular  issued  and  signed  by  the 
Deputy  Inspector-General  of  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, to  the  effect  that  no  extra 
remuneration  to  a  medical  attendant, 
nor  fees  to  any  other  doctor  called  in 
for  consultation,  can  be  granted,  and 
such  claims  are  not  to  be  submitted; 
and,  if  so,  whether,  in  the  interests  of 
the  constables,  he  will  take  steps  to 
withdraw  the  circular. 

(An^swered.  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  my  reply  to  the 
similar  Question  put  to  me  yesterday  by 
the  hon.  Member!. 

t  See  page  861. 
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GrieTances  of  Officers  of  Irish  Poor  Law 
Services. 

Dr.  THOMPSON :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  his  pubhc 
statement  that  the  officers  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Law  service  have  grievances  which 
require  to  be  lemedied,  he  will  consider 
his  decision,  and  either  appoint  a  Royal 
Commission  to  consider  them,  or  else 
enlarge  the  scope  of  the  Vice -Regal  Com- 
mission no¥'  sitting,  so  as  to  allow  these 
matters  to  be  investigated  and  reported 
upon. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  IVyndham.)  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  statements  already 
made  by  me  on  these  matters.  The 
complaints  of  the  medical  officers  cannot 
be  advantageously  considered  imtil  after 
the  Government  has  had  an  opportunity 
of  considering  the  Report  of  the  Vice- 
Regal  Commission. 


Increased  Bents  on  Estate  of  Mr  8.  E. 
Shirley  in  County  Monaghan: 

Mr.  O^DOHERTY  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  will  explain  the  reason  the 
Sub-Commissioners  in  County  Monaghan 
increased  a  number  of  rents  on  the  estate 
of  Mr.;S'  E.  Shirley. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
Sub  Commission  gave  its  decisions  after 
hearing  the  evidence  offered  in  Court  by 
either  party  and  inspecting  the  holdings 
in  the  several  cases.  In  forty-seven  of 
the  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Sub-Com- 
mission notices  of  appeal  against  the 
orders  of  the  Court  have  been  lodged. 


Irish  Medical  Association -Doctors  and 
Irish  Poor  Law  Appointments. 

Dr.  THOMPSON:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to^  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  has  received  any  reports 
showing  that  the  Council  of  the  Irish 
Medical  Association  has  intimidated  its 
members  against  doctors  outside  the 
association  seeking  Irish  Poor  Law 
medical  appointments ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  lav  them  upon  the 
Table 


{Anstoered  by  Mr.  IFyndham.)  Report* 
or  regulations  purporting  to  have  been 
issued  by  the  various  local  branches  of 
the  Irish  Medical  Association  contain  the 
following,  amongst  other,  paragraphs: 
"  That  henceforth  no  medical  man  shall 
apply  for,  or  accept,  any  dispensary 
appointment  at  a  smaller  remuneration 
than  £200  per  annum,  or  workhouse 
appointment  under  £120  per  annum, 
unless  both  be  held  conjointly,  when  the 
minimum  salary  shall  be  £300  per  annuin. 
That,  in  the  event  of  any  position  being 
taken  in  violation  and  contrary  to  the 
foregoing  regulations,  no  member  of  our 
association  shall  recognise,  do  duty  for,  or 
meet  in  consultation,  the  offender.  Such 
an  offence  on  the  part  of  a  member  of 
our  association  shall  entail  instant  and 
ignominious  expulsion."  It  is  not  pro- 
posed to  lay  these  reports,  which  have 
been  circulated  throughout  Ireland,  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House. 


Valuation  of  County  Wicklow. 

Mr.  COGAN  (Wicklow,  E.):  To  ask 

the  Chief   Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 

j  tenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  attention 

has  been  directed  to  a  letter  from  the 

Secretary  of  the  Wicklow  County  Council 

j  with   copies  of  reports   made    by  that 

I  officer  to  the  County  Council,  relative  to 

the  failure  of   the  Valuation  Office  to 

furnish  the  totals  of  the  valuation  of  the 

rural  and  urban  districts  in  the  oountj 

I  before  the  1st  February  in   each  year, 

and   pointing  out    that  the    Order  io 

Council  requires  the  County  Council  to 

make  its  estimate  for  the  ensuing  year 

in  the  month  of  February,  although  tbe 

revised    valuations    are    not   furnished 

until  the  1st  March ;  and,  if  so,  whether 

he  will  take  steps  to  ensure    that  the 

totals  of  the  valuation  will,  in  future,  be 

supplied  to  the    County   Secretary  not 

later  than  the  1st  February,    so  as  to 

enable    him   to   base     his  estimate   on 

reliable  figures. 

(Ansioered  •  by  Mr,  Wyndham.)  The 
revised  valuation  lists  for  the  rural 
districts  are  issued  to  the  County  Council 
on  the  1st  February.  The  question  of 
the  practicability  of  issuing  the  lists  for 
the  urban  districts  by  the  same  date  i>% 
as  I  have  stated  to-day  in  answer  to  the 
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Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Corkt, 
at  present  engaging  the  consideration  of 
the  Government. 

Distribution  of  War  Medals  to  Army 
Medical  Corps. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Epping) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  ■ 
the  Eastern  District,  or  Command,  of 
the  twenty  warrant  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  ard  men  of  the  I 
Roypl  Army  Medical  Corps  entitled  to 
both  war  medals  for  South  Africa,  some 
with  as  many  as  six  clasps,  only  two 
have  received  both  decorations,  and  of 
the  remaining  eighteen  only  two  I  ave 
received  the  Queen's  medal ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  state  how  many  of  each  of  these 
medals  have  been  awarded  to  the  Royal 
Army  Medical  Corps  in  other  districts 
or  commands. 


(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick.)  \ 
The  information  required  would  entail  I 
a  minute  examination  of  the  medal  rolls 
by  the  staflf  concerned,    and   I  do  not  ] 
think  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  would 
willingly  throw  this  unnecessary  labour  j 
upon  the  Department.    The  distribution 
of  medals  is  expedited  by  every  means  in  j 
our  power,    and     any  individual     case  i 
brought  to  notice  will  be  inquired  into,  i 


Fusilier  Militia  Begiments  and  Borrowed 
Busbies. 

-  Dr.  THOMPSON  :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will 
prohibit  for  the  future  the  practice  of 
allowing  Fusilier  Militia  Regiments  to 
appear  on  parade'  in  the  cast-off  busbies 
of  Line  Fusilier  Regiments. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick,)  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  such  practice,  but 
recently,  on  the  occasion  of  His  Majesty's 
visit  to  Dublin,  certain  Fusilier  caps  were 
lent  from  Army  Stores  on  the  application 
of  the  battalions  concerned. 


Engineer  and  Executive  Officers  in  the 
Navy. 

Mr.  groves  (Salford,  S.) :    To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 

t  See  page  1022., 


the  Committee  engaged  in  preparing  the 
recommendations  for  assimilating  the 
rank  for  age  of  engineer  officers  with 
that  of  executive  officers  in  the  Royat 
Navy  has  yet  issued  its  report ;  whether 
he  can  state  the  intention  of  the 
Admiralty  with  regard  to  the  assimilation, 
and  whether  a  copy  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  will  be  lumished  to  Members,, 
or  placed  upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Amold-Forster,)  The- 
question  referred  to  bj  the  hon.  Member 
has  been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty,  and  has  not  been 
dealt  with  by  a  Committee.  There  are, 
therefore,  no  Papers  to  lay  on  the  Table. 
The  decision  of  the  Board  will  be  pro- 
mulgated to  the  Fleet  in  the  usual  manner 
when  the  necessary  steps  have  been 
taken,  but,  pending  this  announcement,  I 
do  not  think  it  woukl  be  desirable  to- 
make  what  would  necessarily  be  an  in- 
complete statement  with  regard  to  the 
Board's  decision. 


QUESTIONS   IN  THE   HOUSE. 


Vice-Eoyalty  of  India. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire,  W.^ :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  is  in  a  position 
to  state  for  what  period  the  extension  of 
Lord  Curzon's  period  of  office  as  Viceroy 
of  India  has  been  arranged. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton^ 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  The  hon.  Member- 
is  no  doubt  aware  that,  although  it  is 
usual  to  relieve  the  Governor-General  at 
the  end  of  a  term  of  five  years,  the 
practice  rests  upon  custom  only.  Lord 
Curzon  would,  in  accordance  with  this 
custom,  be  relieved  next  January,  but  it 
has  been  arranged  that  his  term  of  office 
shall  be  continued  beyond  that,  and  that 
he  shall  remain  in  India  till  May,  1904. 
Should  he  be  able  to  continue  his  work 
beyond  that  date  the  Government  will 
extend  his  duration  of  office  fur  another 
period  not  exceeding  two  years,  but  it  is 
1  likely  that  before  reentering  upon  that 
I  fresh  term  of  office  he  may  require  a  rest, 
and  holiday  in  this  country. 
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Geylon  Estate  Schools. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  will  take  into  consideration 
the  advisability  of  urging  the  Grovernment 
of  Ceylon  to  provide  additional  estate 
schools  on  tea,  cocoa,  and  rubber  planta- 
tions in  Ceylon,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  on 
most  of  such  estates  no  provision  is  made 
for  the  primary  vernacular  education  of  the 
children  of  the  Tamil  labourers ;  whether 
he  will  also  ascertain  if  this  question  has 
been  discussed  by  the  Education  Cess 
•Committee  of  the  Incidence  of  Taxation 
Commission  now  sitting  in  Colombo ;  and, 
if  not,  will  he  recommend  that  the  matter 
be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.)  :  I  am  informed  by  the 
•Governor  in  answer  to  a  telegram  on  the 
subject  of  the  hon.  Member's  Question 
that  the  subject  of  the  education  of  estate 
children  is  to  be  considered  by  the  Com- 
mission.    I  must  await  the  report. 


Mr.    HERBERT     ROBERTS: 
there  be  any  long  delay  1 


Will 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  cannot 
.•say. 

Labour  Qtiestion  in  the  Transvaal. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  Legislative  Council 
-of  the  Transvaal  have  complete  authority 
to  deal  with  the  labour  question  in  all 
ats  aspects  without  first  receiving  the 
sanction  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  answer 
'is  in  the  afRrmative,  but  the  action  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  in  advising 
the  sanction  of  disallowance  of  legislation 
!by  Colonial  Governments  is,  of  course, 
open  to  the  criticism  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.):  May  I 
ask  whether  information  will  be  given 
to  Parliament  before  the  Government 
sanctions  any  such  ordinance  which 
would  enable  its  opinion  to  be  expressed 
Jbefore  final  steps  are  taken  1 


Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Oh  no^Sir; 
I  oould  not  possibly  give  that  assurance. 
It  would  be  absolutely  unprecedented. 
In  regard  to  all  these  Legislative  Councib 
of  Crown  Colonies,  no  doubt  we  are  in  a 
sense  responsible  for  the  sanction  or 
otherwise  of  the  ordinances  which  they 
pasi ;  but  they  are  not  placed  before 
Parliament  beforehand,  and  I  see  no 
reason  for  making  an  exception  in  the 
present  case. 

Colonial  Loans. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  will  state  whether  the  total 
sum  of  £3,351,850,  authorised  to  be 
advanced  to  certain  colonies  under  the 
Colonial  Loans  Act,  1898,  has  been 
advanced  by  the  Treasury ;  and  whether 
the  rate  of  interest  upon  the  loans  has 
in  any  case  been  fixed  at  a  higher  rate 
than  2f  per  cent. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  Of 
the  £3,351,820  authorised  by  the  Colonial 
Loans  Act,  1899,  loans  have  been  ad- 
vanced to  the  amount  of  £1,305,726. 
Some  of  the  loans  have  been  made  at 
2J  per  cent,  interest,  others  at  3,  3^, 
and  3^  per  cent.,  according  to  the 
periods  fixed  for  repayment  and  the 
current  rates  in  force  for  local  leans. 

Irish  Death  and  Stamp  Daties. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  can  explain  why  the  produce 
of  death  duties  and  stamps  in  Ireland, 
as  shown  in  the  Return,  No.  248,  for  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1903,  shows  a 
falling  off  as  compared  with  recent  years, 
the  death  duties  having  fallen  to  £642,000 
as  compared  with  £873,000  in  1900- 
1901,  and  the  stomp  duties  to  £284,000. 
less  than  any  year  since  1895-6;  and  if 
he  will  say  what  was  the  proportion  of 
direct  to  indirect  taxation  in  Ireland  h^ 
year  as  shown  by  this  Return. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  Thedecreased  return 
from  death  duties  for  the  year  ended 
31st  March  last  is  mainly  due  to  a 
diminution  in  the  number  of  large  estates 
passing  at  death  The  receipts  from 
stamp  duties  show  a  steady  diminution 
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since  1897-8,  with  the  eaWJeption  of  the 
year  1901-2,  in  which  there  was  one 
larffe  special  payment.  This  decline  is 
mainly  due  to  the  decreased  amount  of 
Stock  Exchange  transactions  during 
recent  years.  Of  the  total  taxation  of 
Ireland  26-61  per  cent,  was  yielded  by 
direct  and  73*39  per  cent,  by  indirect 
taxes. 

Alien  Immigration. 

Sir  HOWAED  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central):  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  has  received 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
upon  Alien  Immigration,  and  what  steps 
the  Government  intend  to  take  to 
give  effect  to  the  recommendations,  and 
prevent  a  large  number  of  aliens 
coming  in  before  legislation  is  passed  ? 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  This 
Report  was  handed  to  me  on  the  10th 
inst.  I  have  submitted  it  to  the  King,  and 
it  has  been  presented  to  Pariiament.  I 
cannot  say  that  we  have  yet  considered 
the  Report,  as  it  was  only  received  two 
days  ago,  and  I  do  not  see  how  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  can  expect  me  to 
«ay  what  the  Government  intend  to  do 
At  such  short  notice. 

Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  consult  the  First 
Liord  of  the  Treasury  as  to  the  advisability 
of  an  autumn  session  to  deal  with  this 
very  important  matter  1 


*Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS: 
tainly  not. 


Most  cer- 


Mr.  flower  (Bradford,  W.) :  When 
-will  the  Report  be  in  the  hands  of  Mem- 
bers 1  It  has  been  laid  on  the  Table  in 
^ummy,  but  there  are  copious  extracts  in 
^he  newspapers  this  morning.  Why 
rfihouldit  be  sent  to  the  Press  before  hon. 
Members  have  it  ? 

*Mr.  akers  DOUGLAS:  I  have  seen 
-that  it  is  quoted  in  the  Press,  and  I  am 
very  much  annoyed  that  it  is  so.  I  have 
made  the  most  exhaustive  inquiry  so 
-far  a3  my  own  Department  is  concerned, 
and  J  am  convinced  that  there  has  been 
^no  leakage  there. 

VOL.  CXXVIl.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Mb.  FLOWER:  Has  the  President  of  . 
the  Board  of  Trade   made   similar   in- 
quiries ? 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  op 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central):  I  have  not  seen  the  Report 
myself. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Has  this 
matter  be^i  transferred  to  the  Home 
Office  from  the  Board  of  Trade  ?  If  so, 
that  is  very  fortunate. 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  (Clare. 
E.) :  May  I  ask  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  this  is  not  the  first  time  that  a 
Report  of  a  Royal  Commission  has  been 
communicated  to  the  public  Press  before 
it  has  been  communicated  to  Members 
of  this  House,  he  will  have  a  searching 
investigation  made,  so  that  for  the  future 
what  is  really  an  infraction  of  the 
privileges  of  Members  of  this  House,  who 
are  entitled  to  first  information,  may  be 
put  a  stop  to  ? 

*Mr.  akers  DOUGLAS:  I  have 
made  inquiry  in  my  own  Department. 
I  do  not  know  what  further  powers  I 
have,  but  of  course  I  will  consider  the 
matter. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consider  the 
advisability  of  inquiring  at  the  offices  of 
the  newspapers  where  they  got  it  ? 

The  Small  Holdiiigs  Act,  1892. 
Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Huntingdonshire,  as  re- 
presenting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  if  he  will  state  how  many 
County  Councils  have  appointed  com- 
mittees under  the  Small  Holdings  Act, 
1892,  as  directed  by  Section  5,  Sub-section 
1,  of  that  Act. 

Mr.  AILWYN  FELLOWES  (Hunt- 
ingdonshire, Ramsey) :  The  appointment 
of  the  committee  referred  to  in  Section 
5,  Sub-section  1, .  of  the  Small  Holdings 
Act,  1892,  is  compulsory  on  the  part  of 
County  Councils,  and  we  have  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  their  statutory  requirements 
in  this  respect  have  not  been  satisfied  Full 
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information  as  to  the  proceedings  which 
have  taken  place  under  the  Act  up  to  the 
end  of  last  year  has  recently  been  obtained, 
and  is  about  to  be  published  in  a  Eetum 
ordered  by  the  House  of  Lords  a  day  or 
two  ago. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  WUl  the 
hon.  Gentleman  communicate  with  the 
County  Councils  pointing  out  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act  and  the  duties  imposed 
on  County  Councils  under  the  clause 
named* 

Mr.  AILWYN  FELLOWES  :  Circular 
letters  explaining  in  detail  the  powers  and 
duties  of  County  and  Borough  Councils 
under  the  Act,  were  issued  by  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  August,  1892.  I  shall 
be  gbd  to  supply  my  hon.  friend  with 
copies,  and  to  confer  with  him  as  to 
whether  any  further  steps  can  usefully 
be  taken  in  the  matter  so  soon  as  the 
Return,  to  which  I  have  referred,  is  avail- 
able. 


BeligiouB  Instractioii  in  Primary  SchoolB. 

Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS  (Flint 
Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Education  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  under  the  new  by- 
law relative  to  the  withdrawal  of  children 
from  religious  instruction  in  schools, 
educationid  authorities  may,  without  in- 
frin^ng  the  Conscience  Clause,  make  it  a 
condition  of  such  withdrawal  that  religious 
instruction  shall  be  given  elsewhere,  it  is 
proposed  that  this  by-law  shall  apply  to 
localities  in  which  there  is  but  one  school, 
and  where  no  facilities  for  religious  instruc- 
tion are  available  elsewhere. 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCA- 
TION (Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford 
University) :  Theaddition  to  the  ordinary 
form  of  by-law,  which  the  Board  of 
Education  have  announced  that  they  will 
approve,  if  it  should  be  adopted  by  a 
local  education  authority,  does  not  in 
any  wav  affect  the  right  of  the  parent 
to  withdraw  his  child  from  religious  in- 
struction in  a  school.  The  right  is 
specifically  set  forth,  as  heretofore.  The 
new  portion  of  the  by-law  is  only 
concerned  with  the  withdrawal  of  a  child, 
not  merely  from  the  religious  instruction, 
but  from  the  school  premises  during  the 


time  set  apart  for  such  instruction.  It 
remains  for  a  local  authority,  if  a  Countv 
Council,  to  consider  whether  thev  will 
adopt  the  suggested  form  of  by-law  for  all, 
or  any,  of  the  parishes  within  their  area. 


Hanwell  Poor  Law  Schoola. 

Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (York- 
shire, Cleveland) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Gk)vem- 
ment  Board  if  he  will  state  what  number 
of  children  are  authorised  by  the  certificate 
of  the  Hanwell  Poor  Law  Schools  to  be 
maintained  there;  how  many  children 
have  been  maintained  there  during  this 
month ;  and,  if  there  has  been  any  excess, 
whether  such  excess  has  the  approval  of 
the  Local  Government  Board. 


The  president  of  thr  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.)  The  maximum  number 
of  children  for  which  the  school  referred 
to  is  certified  is  746.  The  number  of 
children  at  the  school  at  the  close  of  the 
week  ended  8th  August  appears  to  have 
been  844.  I  have  not  expressed  any 
approval  of  this  excess.  The  matter  is 
receiving  my  attention. 


Irish  Land  PnrcBaae. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford.  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney-Oeneral  for 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  issue  of  a  circular  to  per- 
sons in  County  Wexford  by  a  firm,  the 
managing  director  of  which»  Mr.  J.  A 
O'Sullivan,  offers  to  found  a  syndicate, 
with  a  capital  of  £2,500,000,  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  and  dealing  in 
Irish  estates ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
this  is  the  person  to  whom  tenants  on 
the  Clonfin,  County  Longford,  estate 
transmitted  several  sums  of  money  on  a 
representation  by  him  that  he  waa 
acting  for  the  sale  of  the  estate  on  behalf 
of  the  Scottish  Union  and  National 
Insurance  Company,  whereas  the  Com- 
pany, on  12th  May,  1898,  circularised 
the  tenants  waiiiing  them  that  this 
person  had  no  authority  to  make  such 
arrangements  with  them  ;  and  whether^ 
seeing  that  nothing  has  been  heard  by 
these  tenants  of  the  sale  to  them  <rf  this 
property,  nor   has  any    refund  of   the 
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money  so  obtained  from  them  been 
made,  he  will  take  steps  to  prosecute 
this  person  for  obtaining  money  under 
false  pretences. 

Thb  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.):  My  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  circular,  as  published  in  the  Press. 
As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
from  reports,  Mr.  O'Sullivan  obtained 
from  some  of  these  tenants  money  to 
defray  the  costs  of  a  survey  of  the 
estate,  preparatory  to  sale.  He  proposed 
to  act  under  a  power  of  attorney  executed 
by  the  tenant  for  life  of  the  estate  and 
the  remainder-man,  and  claimed  to  be  a 
mortgagee  of  their  interests.  Subse- 
quently a  prior  mortgagee,  or  the  insur 
once  company,  disputed  Mr.  O'Sullivan's 
right,  and  Uie  sale  fell  through.  As  far 
as  the  facts  are  known  to  the  police,  there 
is  no  evidence  to  justify  a  prosecution. 

Kenagh  Fair  Bent  Appeal. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  1898  Mrs. 
Hayes,  of  Brookfield,  Kenagh,  served 
notice  of  appeal  against  the  fair  rent 
order  on  her  farm ;  that,  although  the 
Land  Commission  have  visited  Longford 
four  times  since,  the  appeal  has  not  been 
listed,  nor  can  any  account  of  it  be  found ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  this  lady  claims 
her  farm  to  be  rented  at  £30  a  year 
more  than  its  value,  he  will  cause  her 
appeal  to  be  listed  for  next  sittings. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  No  notice  of  a 
fair  rent  appeal  in  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Hayes  can  be  traced  in  the  County 
Longford  Appeal  Registers.  There  are, 
however,  five  af^plications  in  her  name 
to  have  fair  rents  fixed  on  holdings  in 
the  county  Longford.  These  applica- 
tions—three of  which  refer  to  the  lands 
of  Kenagh— were  lodged  in  the  Land 
Commission  Office  on  the  29th  Septem- 
ber, 1902,  and  will  be  listed  for  hearing 
in  due  course  before  a  sub-commission. 

Cork  Bating  Difficulty- 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O^BRIEN  (Cork) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  now  in 


a  position  to  propose  a  remedy  for  the 
blunder  made  in  connection  with  the 
levying  of  rates  in  the  county  b<Mt>ugh 
of  Cork  in  the  Application  of  Irish 
Enactments  Order,  which  has  resulted 
in  inconvenience,  litigation,  and  expense 
in  the  county  borough  of  Cork  and  other 
five  county  boroughs  in  Ireland ;  whether 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  direct- 
ing the  Commissioners  of  Valuations  to 
provide  a  remedy,  either  bv  requiring 
poor  rate  collectors  to  furnish  their  lists 
m  the  month  of  March  (instead  of  June 
as  at  present),  or  by  making  the  financial 
year  in  county  borouehs  end  on  30th 
June  (instead  of  31st  March  as  at  pre- 
sent) ;  and  whether,  if  necessary,  he  will 
introduce  legislation  at  once  to  deal  with 
this  pubUc  inconvenience. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  It  is 
hardly  correct  to  say  that  a  blunder  was 
made  in  the  Order  mentioned.  On  the 
15th  June  I  admitted  that  in  some  of 
the  county  boroughs  difficulty  had  been 
experienced  in  mistking  payments  in 
advance  to  boards  of  guardians,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  financial  year.  I  have 
since  inquired  whether  it  is  practical, 
by  administrative  action,  to  provide  a 
remedy  to  meet  the  difficulty.  At 
present  the  revised  valuation  lists  are 
issued  to  the  rating  authorities  on  the 
Ist  March,  the  date  fixed  by  the  Order. 
If  the  lists  could  be  issued  a  month  earlier 
the  difficulty,  I  understand,  would  be 
obviated.  The  Commissioner  of  Valua- 
tion states  that  to  coinplete  the  work  of 
revision  by  the  1st  February,  an  aug- 
mentation of  his  staff  would  be  necessary. 
The  whole  matter  is  now  engaging  con- 
sideration, and  I  propose  to  examine 
carefully  into  the  question  during  the 
recess. 

Sergeant  Byrne,  Bosralllrish  Con- 
stabulary. 

Mr.  DUFFY  (Galway,  S.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  a  prosecution  recently 
instituted  by  Sergeant  Byrne,  of  Bookeen, 
Loughrea,  against  Mr.  T.  Connors,  D.C. ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Gardiner, 
R.M.,  on  behalf  of  his  brother  magis- 
trates, on  announcing  the  decision  of  the 
Court,  namely,  dismissal  of  the  case, 
expressed  a  wish  that  an  inquiry  should 
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take  place  into  the  conduct  of  Sergeant 
Byme ;  and,  if  so,  whether  such  inquiry 
has  taken  place,  and  with  what  result. 


{COMMONS}  QuesHans.  1024 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  question  will 
be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board 
at  its  next  meeting. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  have  received  a 
report  on  this  occurrence  this  morning, 
and  will  give  it  careful  attention. 


Inquiry  into  the  IriBh  Labourers  Act. 

Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state 
what  is  the  object  of  the  inquiry 
announced  by  him  into  the  working  of 
the  Labourers  Acts ;  and  whether  he 
proposes  to  draft  a  Bill  dealing  with  the 
question  during  the  autumn  to  be  intro- 
duced next  year. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  have  no  further 
announcement  to  make  in  this  matter, 
except  to  say  that  the  special  reports 
which  have  been  called  for  from  the 
Local  Government  Board  Inspectors  will 
deal  with  the  working  of  the  Acts 
throughout  the  country  and  the 
sufficiency  of  existing  legislation  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  labourers. 

Mr.  murphy  :  Are  we  to  understand 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  definitely 
pledges  himself  to  bring  in  a  Bill  dealing 
with  this  question  next  session. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  very  dear  pledges  I  have 
given  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory):  Will  the  District  Councils  be 
given  the  administration  of  the  Acts 


Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 


Kerry  Congested  Districts. 

Mr.  MURPHY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loi^  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  will  cause  the  attention 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  to  be 
directed  to  the  County  of  Kerry  immedi- 
ately with  the  view  of  having  some  work 
done  by  the  Board  in  the  congested 
districts  of  Coom,  Glenflesk,  Brosna, 
Knocknagoshel,  and  elsewhere. 


Irish  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  Irish 
Poor  Law  medical  officers  will  be 
afforded  any  and  what  opportunity  of 
having  their  alleged  grievances  inquired 
into  by  the  Government ;  and  if  he  will 
explain  the  reason  why  no  notice  has 
been  taken  hitherto  of  their  remon- 
strances. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Any  representa- 
tions which  the  Poor  Law  medical 
officers  may  make,  in  writing,  in  respect 
of  their  alleged  grievances  will  be  con- 
sidered. No  such  representations  have 
recently  been  addressed  to  the  Local 
Government  Board. 


Tnllamore  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  THOMPSON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  will  explain  the  reason 
of  the  action  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  connection  with  the  refusal  of 
Dr.  M*Carthy  to  take  up  the  temporary 
position  of  locum  tenens  of  Tullamore 
Dispensary,  to  which  he  was  lately  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  have  aheady 
stated  that  a  sworn  inquiry  is  proposed 
to  be  held  into  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  Dr.  McCarthy's  appoint- 
ment  as  dispensary  medical  officer,  and 
his  subsequent  refusal  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  the  office.  At  the  present 
stage  of  the  case,  I  am  debarred  from 
discussing  the  matter  further. 

Answering  a  further  Question  the 
right  hon  Gentleman  said  that,  pending 
the  inquiry,  he  must  decline  to  discuss 
the  matter. 


Maryborough  Discharged  Convicts. 

Mr.  DELANY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether   he   is   aware  that 
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discharged  invalid  convicts  from  Mary- 
borough convict  prison  have  been  sent 
to  the  Mountmellick  Workhouse,  and 
become  chargeable  upon  the  local  rates ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  state  by 
whose  order  those  convicts  have  been  so 
sent,  and  why  they  were  not  deported 
to  their  native  unions,  or  to  those  in 
which  they  were  located  at  the  time  of 
thrir  conviction. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Prisons  Board  that  before  the  first 
of  the  three  prisoners  was  d'scharged 
inquiry  was  made  whether  he  would  be 
admitted  to  a  workhouse  in  his  native 
county.  The  authorities  of  that  work- 
house, however,  refused  to  admit  him. 
The  guardians  of  the  Mountmellick 
Union  have,  I  a<lmit,  a  substantial  griev- 
ance in  the  matter ;  but  the  question  of 
providing  a  remedy  is  one  that  requires, 
and  will  receive,  further  and  careful 
consideration. 


Bailway  and  Canal  Bates  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  del  any  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  will  cause  inquiries 
to  be  made  into  the  alleged  existence  of 
an  arrangement  come  to  between  the 
Grand  Canal  Company  and  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Kailway  Company, 
whereby  the  freights  for  goods  upon  the 
Anal  to  Portarlington,  Mountmellick, 
iind  Tullamore  have  been  raised,  and  a 
percentage  paid  by  the  railway  company 
to  the  canal  company  in  consequence. 


Mr.  KILBRIDE:  At  the  same  time 
may  I  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
inquire  if  any  arrai^ements  have  been 
made  between  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Railway  and  the  Grand  Canal 
Company  fixing  the  minimum  rate  to  be 
charged  for  goods  traffic  at  competitive 
stations,  such  as  Monasterevan,  Athy, 
Carlow,  and  Bagnalstown;  whether  the 
Grand  Canal  Company  is  to  receive  any 
percentage  on  the  receipts  of  the  carrying 
trade  to  these  railway  stations;  and,  if 
so,  whether,  in  view  of  the  necessity  of 
keeping  the  waterways  of  Ireland  open  as 
competitive  routes,  and  of  the  effect  of 
such  arrangements  on  means  of  transit. 


he  will  state  what  steps  will  be  taken  in 
the  matter. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Department 
has  no  knowledge  of  any  arrangements 
such  as  suggested,  and  no  representations 
have  been  made  to  it  on  the  subject. 


Mr.  DELANY  :  Will  the  Department 
inquire  into  this  allegation  %  To  my 
knowledge  the  rates  have  gone  up 
25  per  cent,  on  account  of  the  arrange- 
ment. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM :  In  these  matters 
the  Department  does  not  act  on  its  own 
initiative,  although  it  is  prepared  to  con- 
sider any  representations  that  may  be 
made  to  it. 


Mr.  KILBRIDE:  Then  before  any 
inquiry  is  made  must  representations  be 
made  by  interested  persons  1 


Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Yes, Sir;  any  person 
who  feels  aggrieved  can  put  his  com- 
plaint before  the  Department,  which  can- 
not be  expected  to  act  on  its  own 
initiative. 


Mr.  KILBRIDE  :  And  when  the  repre- 
sentation is  made,  the  Department  will 
inquire  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  •  It  will  consider  the 
matter. 


Boirisoleigh  Petty  Sessions— Meagher's 
Case. 

Mr.  p.  J.O'BRlEN(Tipperary,N.):  Ibeg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  will  explain  how,  in 
the  case  of  the  boy  Meagher,  charged  at 
Borrisoleigh  Petty  Sessions  in  October 
or  November,  1902,  the  Court  dismissed 
the  case  without  prejudice,  instead  of  on 
the  merits,  considering  that  the  evi- 
dence of  Meagher's  parish  priest  and 
seven  other  witnesses  went  to  prove 
that  the  accused  was  a  total  abstainer; 
and  if,  under  the  circumstances,  this 
young  man  is  Uable  to  be  again  prose- 
cuted. 
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Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  The  evidence  for 
the  defence  was  to  the  effect  that 
Meagher  was  of  temperate  habits.  The 
evidence  of  four  witnesses  for  the  pro- 
secution was  that  he  was  drunk  on  the 
occasion.  Having  heard  the  witnesses 
on  both  sides,  the  magistrates,  owing  to 
the  conflicting  nature  of  the  evidence, 
dismissed  the  charge  without  prejudice. 
The  cause  of  complaint  having  arisen 
more  than  six  months  ago,  Meagher  is 
not  now  liable  to  be  again  proceeded 
against  on  the  same  charge. 

Cork  MaU  Delays. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BEIEN:  1  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  in- 
convenience suffered  by  business  people 
m  Cork  owing  to  delays  in  the  delivery 
of  the  mails  there,  and  to  the  fact  that, 
on  the  6th  instant,  the  mails  left 
Dublin  for  Cork  forty-five  minutes  late; 
and  if  so,  whether  he  will  take  steps  to 
provide  a  remedy  for  this  state  of  affairs. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr. 
AusTBN  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E.) :  As  I  stated  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tipperary  on  28th  May  last,t  the 
occasional  late  arrival  of  the  English 
mails  in  Dublin  is  sometimes  due  to 
unavoidable  causes,  such  as  unfavour- 
able weather  or  accidents  on  the  railway, 
but  sometimes  it  is  caused  by  the  heavy 
traffic.  When  the  number  of  passengers 
for  Ireland  is  larger  than  usual,  it  is 
frequently  necessary  to  run  the  night 
mail  train  to  Holyhead  in  two  portions, 
and  as  the  first  portion  can  be  started 
little,  if  at  all,  before  the  appointed  time, 
the  second  portion  must  be  late  in 
arrival  at  Holyhead.  The  railway  com- 
pany have  been  urged  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  rdducing  to  a  minimum  the 
delay  thus  caused,  but  it  is  feared  that 
some  delay  is  unavoidable.  The  delay 
whieh  occurred  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th  instant  was  due  to  heavy  traffic, 
both  of  passengers  and  mails,  and  also  to 
unfavourable  weather  at  sea.  The  hon. 
Member  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  do 
all  that  is  possible  to  minimise  delay. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O^BRIEN :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxiii.,  128. 


London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  are  in  the  habit  of  bookii^ 
passengers  to  Holyhead  imd  intervening 
stations  by  the  Insh  mail,  and  would  it 
not  save  many  delays  if  they  would  only 
book  passengers  for  Ireland  )  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  not  suggest  that  to 
them. 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I 
am  afraid  that  would  set  me  into  trouble 
with  the  people  of  Holyhead  and  other 
places. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN:  But  the  subsidy 
is  paid  for  the  Irish  mail  service,  and  surely 
that  gives  a  right  to  ask  this  limit 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  It 
is  constantly  the  case  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  is  asked  to  do  the  very  reverse  of 
what  the  hon.  Grentleman  suggests.  My 
first  duty  is,  of  course,  to  see  to  the 
carriage  of  the  mails,  and  I  do  not  wish 
to  inconvenience  passengers  more  than  is 
absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN :  Could  not 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  there  is  an  excess  of 
traffic  for  which  more  accommodation  is 
needed) 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I 
do  not  think  there  is  a  deficiency  of  a^ 
commodation.  It  is  the  case  that  the 
company  have  to  provide  two  trains  in 
order  to  deal  with  the  large  traffic  at 
certain  seasons  of  the  year,  and  one  train 
must  start  after  the  advertised  time. 
That  causes  some  delay  at  Holyhead. 


Castleblaney  Post  Office— Female 
Telegraph  Leamera. 

Mr.  M'KEAN  (Monaghan,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  rules  for  the 
admission  of  female  telegraph  leamep 
have  been  recently  dispensed  with  in 
making  appointments  to  the  local  post 
office  at  Castleblaney,  in  the  county  of 
Monaghan ;  that  the  surveyor  of  the 
district  has  deprived  the  postmistress  at 
Castleblaney  of  the  right  of  selecting 
candidates  for  the  afore-mentioned  posi- 
tion which  she  has  hitherto  enjoyed ;  and 
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that  the  surveyor  has  selected  candidates 
for  the  position  who,  in  respect  of  age  and 
otherwise,  do  not  comply  with  the  rules 
of  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  have  the  matter 
inquired  into,  and  see  that  the  practice 
on  the  part  of  the  surveyor  is  dis- 
continued. 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I 
have  no  information  on  the  subject,  but 
•am  making  inquiry,  and  will  let  the  hon. 
Member  know  the  result. 


Motoar-par  Begulations. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  any  instructions 
not  to  enforce  the  speed  limit  of  motor- 
cars outside  towns  have  been  issued  by 
the  Home  Office ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  lay  a  copy  upon  the  Table. 

♦Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :   No  such 
instructions  have  been  issued. 


Irish  Mail  Senrlce. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  (Galway) :  I 
i)eg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Irish 
•mail  train  from  and  to  Holyhead  is  often 
«o  crowded,  owing  to  insufficiency^  of 
-carriages,  that  passengers  are  obliged  to 
«tand  in  the  corridors,  to  their  incon- 
venience and  danger ;  and  will  he  state 
what  steps  he  proposes  taking  to  correct 
this  state  of  aflairs. 

Mr,  GERALD  BALFOUR:  This  is 
not  a  matter  with  which  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  authority  to  deal.  I  have, 
however,  brought  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  to  the  notice  of  the  railway 
<;ompany  concerned. 

Bailway  Delays  of  Irish  Produce. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  number  of 
specific  complaints  which  have  been 
iorwarded  in  connection  with  the  deten- 
tion of  Irish  produce  by  the  railway 
companies,  and  the  deterioration  of  such 
]H*oduce  through  delay,  he  can  say  what 
4l;eps  the  Board  of  Trade  are  prepared  to 


take  to  insist  on  the  railway  companies 
forwarding  such  goods  to  the  English 
markets  without  delay,  and  thereby  put 
them  on  a  footing  of  equality  with 
foreign  produce. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  have 
received  through  the  hon.  Member  a 
number  of  complaints  of  delay  in  forward- 
ing shitless  butter  from  Limerick  to  places 
in  England  and  Wales,  and  am  having 
inquiry  made  into  the  matter.  The 
butter  has  to  pass  through  the  hands  of 
several  carrying  companies,  and  except  in 
one  case,  in  which  it  is  admitted  that  a 
conflignment  was  forwarded  in  the  first 
instance  to  a  wronff  address,  I  have  not 
yet  ascertained  whether  any  avoidable 
delays  occiu'red.  I  have  no  evidence  that 
Irish  butter  is  at  any  disadvantage  in 
railway  transit  as  compared  with  foreign 
butter. 

Land  Tax  Commissioners  Name  BilL 

Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
it  is  intended  to  introduce  a  Land  Tax 
CommissioneisName  Bill  before  the  close 
of  the  present  Parliament. 

The  prime  minister  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.):  No  Bill  is 
necessary  in  the  course  of  this  session; 
but  I  think  it  is  not  improbable  that  a 
Bill  should  be  brought  in  either  next 
session  or  the  session  after ;  but  I  cannot 
give  any  final  decision  on  that  point  at 
present. 

Th6  Fiscal  Inquiry. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the  Re- 
turns, or  any  instalment  of  the  Returns, 
in  relation  to  the  fiscal  inquiry  of  the 
Government  have  been  received  from  the 
Treasury ;  if  so,  when  will  they  be  pre- 
sented to  the  House;  and  whether  the 
Returns,  when  published,  will  be  accom- 
panied by  any  explanatory  letter  that 
may  have  been  received  from  the  Treasury 
officials. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  usefully  add  anything  to  what 
I  said  yesterday,  t  I  do  not  know  to  what 
Returns  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers. 

t  See  page  875 
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Mr.  DALZIEL  :  May  I  take  it  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  answer  means 
that  no  instalments  of  these  Returns  have 
been  received  from  either  the  Treasury  or 
the  Board  of  Trade  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  over 
and  over  again  said,  and  I  stated  it  in 
most  explicit  terms  yesterday,  that  I 
hope  that  within  a  month  very  important 
Returns  will  be  laid  before  the  House  and 
the  country.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
add  anything  to  that. 

Mr.  DALZIEL:  My  Question  is 
whether  I  am  to  understand  that  no  in- 
stalment of  the  Returns  has  up  to  now 
been  received  from  the  Treasury  or  the 
Board  of  Trade  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  know 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  means.  I 
stated  yesterday  that,  after  these  Returns 
were  in  print  and  proofs  were  received, 
a  very  careful  examination  had  to  take 
place  in  order  to  check  the  figures  and  to 
see  that  no  errors  had  crept  in.  Of 
course,  a  great  many  of  the  Returns  are 
already  in  print  and  are  undergoing  that 
process. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  May  I  ask  whether, 
by  the  use  of  the  word  "instalment," 
we  are  to  understand  that  from  time 
to  time,  as  these  documents  are  received 
and  prepared  for  publication  during 
the  recess,  they  will  be  published, 
and  whether  we  may  assume  that  the 
first  block,  of  which  ithe  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman spoke  as  to  be  given  to  us  in  the 
next  four  weeks,  will  be  followed  at 
proper  intervals  by  such  other  matter  as 
may  be  obtained  1 

Mr.  LOUGH:  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  know  that  a  definite  state- 
ment was  made  in  a  leading  newspaper 
last  Saturday,  that  a  Report  had  b^en 
received  from  the  officials  of  the  Treasury 
and  of  the  Board  of  Trade  1  Is  there 
any  truth  in  that  statement  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  really 
know  to  what  statement  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman refers.  With  regard  to  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
J  think  he  cannot  have  been  in  the  House 
yesterday,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 


the  Member  for  Fife  complained  of  my 
suggestion  that,  after  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  issued  a  volume  of  these  Returns,  it 
would  be  open  to  anybody  to  make  sug- 
gestions as  to  further  information  tbut 
might  be  required.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Fife  complained 
very  bitterly  of  the  su^estion.  1  do  not 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
agrees  with  that  1 

Mr.  BRYCE:  My  Question  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  re- 
marks made  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
yesterday,  which  I  heard.  It  is  founded 
entirely  on  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  when  he  talked  of  instalments. 
Do  I  understand  from  his  use  of  the 
word  "instalments"  that  after  the 
publication  of  Returne,  four  weeks  from 
now,  other  Returns^  when  prepared,  will 
be  published  during  the  vacation  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  is  no 
ambiguity  or  doubt  about  the  matter. 
We  have  asked  for  the  preparation  of  a 
certain  number  of  Returns.  These 
Returns  will,  I  hope,  be  published  within 
a  month.  They  will  certainly  not  be 
delayed  materially  beyond  a  month.  I 
think  they  will  be  published  before  four 
weeks  have  elapsed.  They  will  indude 
all .  the  Returns  that  have  been  asked 
for.  Whether  other  Returns  will  be 
asked  for,  either  by  Members  of  the 
Government  or  the  public,  remains  to 
be  seen.  If  they  are  asked  for  and 
granted,  they  will  be  laid  on  the  Table 
as  soon  as  they  are  ready. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  I  understood  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  a  totally  different 
sense. 

Mr.  DALZIEL:  Will  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  answer  my  Question 
on  the  Paner— "Yes"  or  "No"  is  the 
answer — whether  instalments  of  the  Re- 
turns have  been  received  from  either 
the  Treasury  or  the  Board  of  Trade  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  What  doesth* 
right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  by  instal* 
ments  1  Does  he  mean  a  Paper  which 
has  been  revised  and  is  now  ready  for 
publication]  If  he  means  that,  they 
have  not  been  received.     If  he  meana 
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that  we  have  proofs,  advance  proofs, 
pf  some  important  Returns,  then  there 
are  instalments.  Is  the  hon.  Grentleman 
satisfied  now  1 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  revise  these  Returns. 


Mr.    a.    J.    BALFOUR: 
exactly  what  we  are  doing. 


That    is 


Mr.  DALZIEL:  Quite  so.  Then  why 
do  you  not  answer  my  Question  1 

Management  of  Government  Factories. 

Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  Fifth 
Report  of  the  Public  Accounts  Clom- 
laittee,  which  expresses  the  opinion  that, 
looking  at  the  vast  sums  which  will 
assuredly  be  wasted,  year  after  year,  under 
i  neompetent  management  in  an  enormous 
manufacturing  business  like  the  Royal 
Arsenal,  it  would  be  true  economy  to 
offer  salaries  to  persons  placed  in  control 
of  the  several  departments  commensurate 
with  those  given  in  civil  life ;  and 
whether  the  Government  propose  to  take 
any  action  in  the  matter. 

'  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  recom- 
mendation of  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee is  being  carefully  considered  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  who  is 
in  communication  with  the  Treasury  on 
the  subject. 

Port  of  London  Bill. 

Mr.  JAMF^  LOWTHER  (Kent,  Isle 
of  Thanet) :  With  regard  to  the  notice  for 
carrying  over  the  Port  of  London  Bill  to 
another  session,  will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man make  it  clear  that  it  is  an  exceptional 
step  which  is  not  to  be  made  into  a  pre- 
cedent ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  Sir;  I 
think  I  can  quite  reassure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  Port  of  London  Bill  is 
carried  over  to  next  session  as  a  quasi 
private  Bill,  not  only  for  the  convenience 
of  Parliament,  but  to  save  the  hardship 
of  great  expense  being  again  incurred  by 
private  interests.     I  assure  my  right  hon. 


friend,  with  all  due  emphasis,  that  this  will 
not  be,  and  cannot  be,  made  a  precedent 
for  carrying  over  public  Bills  from  session 
to  session. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER:  I  only 
want  it  to  be  made  publicly  known  that 
this  is  not  to  constitute  a  precedent. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Quite  so,  and 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can  suggest 
any  form  of  words  which  will  place  more 
emphasis  on  my  asseveration  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  use  them  on  the  proper 
occasion. 

The  War  Commission. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Carmarthen 
Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  a  Question  of  which  I  have  given 
him  private  notice — viz.,  what  progress 
has  been  made  with  the  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  war,  and  when  will  the 
Report  be  in  the  hands  of  Members. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  only  just 
received  notice  of  the  Question.  There  is 
some  difficultjr  in  communicating  with  a 
Royal  Commission,  which  is  independent 
of  any  Government  office,  and  I  cannot 
answer  such  a  Question  unless  it  appears 
in  due  course  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  a.  DAVIES:  I  gave  the  notice 
to  a  messenger  to  hand  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  four  o'clock  on  Tuesday 
afternoon.  I  will  inquire  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  delay. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  Is  it  not  the  case  that 
the  Commission  has  concluded  its  inquiry 
and  agreed  upon  its  Report  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  now  tells  me 
the  Report  is  in  the  hands  of  the  printers. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

I  Mr.  BRYCE  :  Will  the  Leader  of  the 
House   state   what  arrangements  have 

I  been  made  with  regard  to  business  for 
to-morrow  1 


Mr.    a.    J.    BALFOUR:    The   onl7 
business  to-morrow,  so  far  as  I  know,. 
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.after  the  Indian  Budget,  will  be  the 
Third  Reading  of  the  I^venue  Bill  and 
the  Third  Reading  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill.  I  believe  it  would  be  convenient  to 
the  House  to  dispose  of  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill  so  that  nothing  shall  be  left  for 
Friday  except  the  Prorogation;  but  if 
any  considerable  section  of  the  House 
desires  to  have  a  discussion  on  the  Third 
Reading,  it  will  not  be  proper  to  put  any 
pressure  upon  the  House. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  I  think  there  will  be  a 
general  concurrence  in  the  statement  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  but  I 
will  take  note  that  should  there  be  a 
desire  to  discuss  the  Appropriation  Bill 
it  will  not  be  taken  at  an  unduly  late 
iour. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  :  Railway 
"(Hectrical  Power)  Bill;  South  African 
Loan  and  War  ,  Contribution  Bill; 
Military  Works  Bill ;  PubUc  Works  Loans 
Bill ;  Isle  of  Man  (Customs)  Bill,  without 
Amendment. 

Bur^h  Police  (Scotland)  Bill;  Town 
Councils  (Scotland)  Bill,  with  Amend- 
ments. 

That  they  have  agreed  to :  Sheep  Scab 
.Bill,  with  an  Amendment. 


NEW  BILL. 


ALKALI,  ETC.,  WORKS  BILL. 
*'  To  consolidate  and  amend  the  Akali, 
^tc..  Works  Reguhtion  Acts,  1881  and 
1892,"  presented  by  Mr.  Walter  Long; 
;Supported  by  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  ;  to  be 
reaa  a  second  time  to-morrow,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  325.] 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
he  thought  that,  while  the  Government 
and  the  great  landed  proprietors  in  the 
other  House  had  acted  loyally,  some  of 
the  Amendments  were  of  a  character 
^hich  made  them  very  difficult  to  deal 
with,  and  he  comf^ined  that  Members 
Jiad  not  had  the  opportunity  of  putting 


down  Amendments  to  some  of  the  pro- 
visions decided  upon  in  the  other 
Chamber.  He  wished  particulaily  to  com- 

Slain  of  the  state  in  which  the  Land 
udges  Court  had  been  left,  and  intimated 
that  when  they  came  to  that  portion  of 
the  Bill  he  would  claim  to  further 
amend  it. 

Lords  Amendments  considered. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"  In  page  1,  tine  10,  after  the  word '  aforesaid' 
to  insert  the  words  *  provided  that  if  any  person 
interested  in  the  estate  makes  application  to 
the  Land  Ommission  in  the  prescribed  manner, 
the  order  sanctioning  the  advance  shall  set  forth 
the  specific  aroonde  for  dealing  wiUi  t^e  caie 
under  this  soD-section  instead  of  nnder  the  fore- 
going provisions  of  this  section.'  " 

the  first  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 


The  chief  SECRETAEY  fob 
IRELAND,  (Mr.WYNDHAM.  Dover)  said 
that  in  moving,  that  the  House  do  dis- 
agree with  that  Amendment  he  was  very 
far  indeed  from  suggesting  that  the  first 
clause  of  the  Bill  in  the  form  in  which 
it  finally  passed  the  House  of  Commons 
was  of  so  sacro-sanct  a  character  as  to 
justify  them  in  refusing  to  consider  any 
Amendment  to  it  at  all.  But  the  clause 
was  arrived  at  in  its  present  shape  after 
a  prolonged  and  anxious  period  of  con- 
tideration  and  received  the  appro valof  the 
representatives  of  all  the  parties  inter- 
ested. That  being  so,  although  they 
were  quite  ready  to  consider  proposed 
Amendments,  he  thought  that  under  the 
circumstances  any  Amendment  should 
at  least  fulfil  two  conditions.  In  the 
first  place  it  should  be  precise  and  un- 
mistakable in  its  purport,  and  in  the 
second  place  it  should  be  of  some  advan- 
tage to  the  parties  interested.  He 
would  apply  those  tests  to  this  Amend- 
ment. Was  it  so  precise  in  its  termin- 
ology that  it  would  give  rise  to  no 
future  debates.  He  was  told,  by  those 
best  qualified  to  advise  him,  that  these 
words  if  rigidly  interpreted  would  proves 
stimulus  to  future  dissent  and  legislatioa 
If  they  did  not  afifect  the  general  mean- 
ing of  the  clause  then  they  became  vEL^xt 
surplusage.  He  held  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  ambiguous,  and  likely  to  be- 
come  a    bone  of   contention.    It  vm 
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of  no  obvious  advantage  to  either  land- 
lord or  tenant,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  agree  with  the  Lords. 

*Sm  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) said  the  landlords  of  Ireland 
ielt  strongly  the  desirability  of  in- 
serting the  proviso  as  a  means  of 
placing  on  record  the  views  of 
those  who  proposed  it,  but  in  view 
of  the  nature  of  the  whole  clause 
and  the  general  spirit  in  which  it  was 
arrived  at,  he  advised  the  acceptance  of 
the  Chief  Secretary's  decision. 

Lords  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

''In page  2,  line  23,  to  leave  out  the  words* and 
adjacent  to  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
««tate.' " 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  while  he 
must  ask  the  House  to  restore  the  words, 
he  was  prepared  to  give  to  the  Land 
Conmiission  a  discretion  to  apply  the 
clause  to  the  case  of  a  landlord,  part 
of  whose  estate  was  in  one  county  and 
part  in  another,  because  he  beheved  it 
would  facilitate  purchase  to  have  the 
whole  property  treated  as  one.  He 
would  therefore  later  on  move  to  add  to 
the  end  of  the  clause — 

"  Provided  that  the  Land  Commission  may, 
if  they  think  it  necessary  for  farthering  the 
purposes  of  this  Act,  dispense  with  the  con- 
dition in  this  sub-section  that  the  land 
purchased  and  resold  shall  be  adiacent  to  or  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  estate. ' 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  his  sympathies 
were  with  the  House  of  Lords  in  this 
matter.  He  was  sure  the  objection 
to  this  Amendment  was  purely  a 
Treasury  objection  and  that  the  heart  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  was  not  in  it 

Lords  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

**  In  line  26,  at  end  of  sub-section,  to  add 
the  words  'provided  that  the  Land  Com- 
mission may,  if  they  think  it  necessary  for 
furthering  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  dispense 
with  the  oondition  in  this  sub-sectiou  that  the 
land  purchased  and  resold  shall  be  adjacent  to 
or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  estate,  — {Mr. 
Wyndham.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments. 

'*In  page  2,  line  40,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'to  tiie  vendor.*  Line  41,  to  leave  out  the  woi-d 
Hhe'  and  insert  the  word  'a.'  Line  42,  after 
the  word  'application'  to  insert  'within  the 
prescribed  time.' " 

''In  page  4,  line  5,  after  the  word  'it '  to 
insert  the  words :  (5)  If  the  owner  of  any  demesne 
or  other  land  subject  to  settlement  and  sold  to 
the  Land  Commission  does  not  repurchase  the 
same  within  the  prescribed  time,  the  Land  Com- 
mission may  maice  an  advance  under  this  sec- 
tion to  the  trustees  of  the  settlement,  and  in 
such  case  the  land  resold  shall  be  held  subject 
to  the  trusts  of  the  settlement.  (6)  Any  land 
resold  in  pursuance  of  this  section  shall  not 
be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Local 
Registration  of  Title  (Ireland)  Act,  1891,  re- 
latmg  to  the  devolution  of  freehold  registered 
hmd.^" 

"  In  page  5,  line  6,  after  the  word  'Com- 
mission^ to  insert  the  words  '  with  the  conseno 
of  the  owner,' " 

the   next    Amendment,  read    a  second 
time. 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 
Lords  Amendment 

•*  In  page  7,  line  16,  to  leave  out  *  the  fore- 
going provisions*  and  insert  'Sub-section  1 
of  Section  1,' " 

the  next  Amendment,    read    a    second 
time. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  this  was  a 
doubtful  point,  but  he  felt  that  he 
must  ask  the  House  to  disagree  with 
the  Amendment.  In  the  case  of  a  sale 
to  the  Land  Commission  the  Land 
Commission  would  become  the  vendor 
in  lieu  of  the  tenant,  and  no  case  of  the 
guarantee  deposit  would  arise.  In  the 
case  of  a  sale  from  landlord  to  tenant 
it  might  be  held  that  it  was  a  matter 
entirely  for  the  landlord.  But  the 
House  were  responsible  for  legislation, 
and  the  Government  which  introduced 
the  legislation  were  responsible  for  its 
subsequent  effects.  This  Amendment 
would  apply  only  in  the  case  of  bargains 
outside  and  above  the  zone,  which 
would  result  in  a  reduction  of  less  than 
10  per  cent.  Such  bargains  were  not 
likely  to  be  frequent,  but  they  would 
occur  in  certain  cases  of  very  valuable 
tenandes.  He  doubted  however  whether 
they  ought  to  legislate  for  such  rare 
exceptions,  all  the  more  since,  in  his 
opinion,  the  Amendment  was  not  in  the 
true  interest  of  either  landlord  or  tenant. 
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Looking  at  it  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  tenants,  he  did  not  think  it  would 
do  any  harm,  though  it  might  be  held 
that  there  was  an  intention  to  raise  the 
price.  Looking  at  it  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  landlords,  he  had  considered 
the  matter  very  carefully.  By  such  a 
statutory  enactment  they  would  almost 
be  giving  a  direction  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners  that  in  every  case  where 
the  price  was  above  the  zone  they  were 
to  retain  a  guarantee  deposit.  If  that 
was  once  done  it  would  become  the  law 
for  all  futurity.  Therefore,  although  he 
spoke  with  great  diffidence,  being  the 
Minister  most  responsible  for  the  Bill, 
and  having  come  to  the  definite  con- 
clusion that  the  guarantee  deposit  had 
been  a  mistake  in  the  past  and  would  be 
a  mistake  in  the  future,  he  asked  the 
House  to  disagree  with  the  Lords*  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

"■  In  page  8,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words 
•the  exclusive." 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  moved  to  agree  with 
the  Lords  in  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  thought  the  House 
were  entitled  to  some  explanation  on  this 
matter.  As  he  understood  it  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  omit  the 
words  "the  exclusive,"  and  to  insert  in  the 
next  line  the  words**  sporting  rightsexclu- 
sive  of  the  tenant."  He  would  like  to  un- 
derstand what  the  difference  was  between 
the  two  forms  of  phraseology.  The 
question  of  sporting  rights  was  discussed 
at  length  in  Committee,  and  a  kind  of 
understanding  arrived  at  between  the 
two  sides.  He  did  not  desire  to  increase 
the  difficulties  of  the  Government  at 
this  period  of  the  session,  but  before 
the  Amendment  was  agreed  to  he  would 
like  some  explanation  of  the  change. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  thought  it  would  be 
convenient  now  to  state  what  the  general 
effect  of  the  Lords  Amendment  and  of 
the  Amendment  he  proposed  to  move 
would  be.  The  first  sub-section  of  the 
clause  as  it  stood  dealt  with  exclusive 

Mr,  Wt/ndJmm, 


right0,  and  it  stated  that  where  the 
landlord  had  exclusive  rights  he  could 
make  an  arrangement  by  which  to  re- 
tain them  himsdf  or  convey  them  to  the 
tenant.  The  Amendment,  **  sporting 
rights  exclusive  of  the  tenants,"  was  ta 
meet  an  objection  raised  in  the  other 
House  which  would  not  occur  in  many 
cases,  but  which,  when  it  did  occur,  ought 
to  be  met.  This  clause  considered  only 
the  relation  between  landlord  and  tenant. 
On  some  properties  in  Ireland  the  head 
landlord  had  a  visionary  right  to  shoot 
concurrently  with  the  rifi;ht  of  the  man 
who,  in  common  terminology,  was  called 
the  landlord.  In  those  cases  no  questioa 
would  arise  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
and  the  landlord  ought  to  have  any- 
thing the  House  decided  to  give  under 
this  clause.  There  were  other  cases  in 
which  rights  were  granted,  and  the 
representative  of  the  grantee  had  certab 
rights  over  150,000  acres,  but  was 
landlord  over  perhaps  only  20,000  or 
30,000  of  those  acres.  Over  the  balance 
he  had  by  charter  a  right  to  shoot  which, 
though  not  exercised,  was  still  existent, 
and  the  Government  desired  to  treat 
the  balance  of  the  acres  as  though  he 
were  the  landlord.  Coming  to  the  more 
substantial  changes,  if  the  proposed 
Amendments  were  accepted  the  landlord 
who  had  not  the  exclusive  rights  over 
the  whole  of  his  property,  would  be  aWe 
to  obtain  that  right  by  treaty  with  the 
tenant  before  the  sale  was  effected.  He 
would  then  have  the  exclusive  right, 
and  would  be  able  either  to  retain  it  or 
to  convey  it  to  the  tenant.  If  the 
right  was  neither  retained  nor  con- 
veyed to  the  tenant  purchaser,  it  went  to 
the  Land  Commission  to  be  dealt  with 
as  might  hereafter  be  determineti.  Non- 
exclusive rights  were  left  out  of  account 
If  the  landlord  had  not  the  exclusive  right 
and  did  not  acquire  it  before  the  sale,  the 
ri^ht  went  to  the  tenant,  because  the 
whole  fee-simple  was  conveyed  to  him. 
If  the  landlora  did  that,  and  if  there  was 
a  nonexclusive  right  in  the  hands  of  the 
tenant,  why  then  if  he  resided  there  the 
chances  were,  the  certainty  in  his  opinion, 
that  he  would  be  the  first  and  best  able 
on  the  most  favourable  terms  to  have  the 
shooting  from  the  tenant  and  the  man  to 
whom  the  tenant  was  most  likely  to  let 
In  that  way  if  the  landlord  wished  to 
enjoy  the  amenities  of  sport  he  was  more 
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likely  than  anybody  else  to  get  the 
shooting  and  to  enjoy  it.  That  was  the 
result  which  would  accrue  if  his  Amend- 
ment to  the  Amendment  passed  in  the 
other  House  were  accepted. 

Mr  murphy  (Kerry,  R)  said  they 
understood  that  a  compromise  was  arrived 
at  when  the  Bill  was  being  discussed  in 
this  House,  and  none  of  them  antici- 
pated that  a  change  would  be  made  in 
the  House  of  Lords.  One  of  the  extra- 
ordinary things  which  those  interested  in 
the  tenants  had  observed  recently,  was 
the  fact  that  while  the  House  of  Lords 
was  composed  mainly  of  landlords  they 
had  not  the  least  hesitation  in  taking 
part  in  the  discussion  of  this  measure 
which  affected  the  interests  of  their  class. 
Keferences  were  sometimes  made  in  their 
House  to  the  impropriety  of  company 
directors  and  others  voting  upon  matters 
in  which  they  were  directly  interested. 
J^ut  in  this  matter  of  sporting  rights  it 
was  otherwise  with  the  House  of  Lords. 
A  large  number  of  tenants  in  Ireland 
went  into  Court  and  had  fair  rents  fixed. 
They  were  simply  concerned  with  the 
question  of  what  the  rent  in  future  would 
be,  and  owing  to  their  ignorance  of  the 
law  they  were  dejirived  by  the  landlords 
or  their  representatives  of  their  sporting 
rights.  What  would  happen  if  the 
Amendment  now  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  were  accepted  1  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  landlords  would^ 
if  they  were  so  minded,  simply  disagree 
with  the  tenants  in  the  matter  of  sporting 
rights.  Then  the  Estates  Commissioners 
would  inquire  into  the  position,  and  the 
judicial  tenants  would  find  that  while  they 
bad  a  legal  right  to  the  land  they  had  no 
legal  clSm  whatever  on  the  sporting 
rights.  He  thought  the  Bill  should  be 
allowed  to  remain  as  it  left  this  House. 
They  should  not  introduce  a  change 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  prejudicing 
ja  large  number  of  tenants  in  Ireland. 

Mr,  WYNDHAM  said  the  hon. 
Member  had  complained  that  noble  Lords 
in  anothor  place  had  looked  at  this  Bill 
more  or  less  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
landlords.  Was  that  such  a  terrible 
thing  1  The  hon.  Member  seemed  to 
think  that  they  had  not  taken  a  proper 
view  of  the  proposals  brought  before 
them.  He  himself  did  not  think  that 
that  was  a  charge  to  be  laid  against  them. 


The  hon.  Member  himself,  and  his  col- 
leagues in  this  House,  were  the  repre- 
rentatives  of  a  large  number  of  persons 
who  had  no  voice  'here  except  tnrough 
them,  and  he  was  perfectly  certain  that, 
in  the  attitude  they  had  adopted  in  the 
debates,  they  were  actuated  throughout 
by  a  great  sense  of  responsibility  and 
loyalty  to  many  persons  in  Ireland  who 
were  not  so  well  circumstanced  as  them- 
selves. He  might  also  say  that  the  im- 
pression created  in  his  mind  was  that 
they  fought  those  questions  more  sharply 
than  they  would  have  done  if  they  had 
thought  only  of  themselves.  They 
thought  it  was  their  duty  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  others  than  themselves. 
Passing  from  that  larger  issue  he  thought 
on  the  whole  that  the  representatives  of 
the  tenants  in  this  House  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  landlords  in  another 
place  might  alike  congratulate  themselves 
on  having  approached  this  measure  in  a 
broad  spirit  and  with  a  conciliatory  ten- 
dency. He  understood  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  tenants  in  this  House 
attached  prime  importance  to  four  ques- 
tions— ^namely,  the  effect  of  the  zones,  the 
interest  of  the  evicted  tenants,  the  effect 
of  the  Bill  on  congestion,  and  the  effect  on 
labour.  None  of  these  had  been  adversely 
altered  in  another  place.  Looking  at  the 
other  side  of  the  picture  it  was  known 
all  along  that  noble  Lords  in  another 
place,  in  their  representative  capacity, 
were  speaking  for  men  who  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  being  heard,  and  that  they 
attached  great  importance  to  the  amenities 
of  those  who  lived  in  their  native  land  in 
Ireland.  Among  those  amenities  they 
placed  sporting  rights  very  high,  and 
surely  wnen  hon.  Members  reflected  that 
shooting  in  Ireland  did  not  compare  with 
the  great  and  costly  battues  in  the  North 
of  this  country,  that  was  a  proof  that  the 
Irish  landlonis  wished  to  live  in  Ireland 
and  enjoy  sport.  In  taking  a  stand  on 
the  sporting  rights,  they  had  not  pressed 
their  position  at  all  far.  Where  the 
rights  were  not  exclusive  and  were  secured 
to  them  by  documents,  they  were  not  pre- 
pared to  make  any  great  change  in  the 
clause  as  it  passed  in  this  House.  The 
hon.  Member  had  said  that  many  tenants 
had,  without  due  consideration,  given  up 
sporting  rights  which  they  might  legally 
have  held.  He  could  assure  the  hon. 
Member  that  after  a  careful  study  of  this 
question,  it  had  happened  more  frequently 
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in  the  case  of  the  landlord.  In  many 
cases  the  landlords  could  quite  easily  by 
a  turn  of  the  pen,  have  reserved  to  them- 
selves under  judicial  leases  the  sporting 
rights,  but  that  had  not  been  done  over  a 
great  part  of  Ireland,  and  that  was  the 
reason  why  those  rights  were  not  exclu- 
sive but  joint.  In  respect  of  those  rights 
which  were  exclusive,  the  (Jovemment 
said  landlords  might  keep  them  or  convey 
them,  and  where  there  were  no  exclusive 
rights  they  left  it  to  the  future,  and  to 
the  good  sense  and  amity  of  ail  parties. 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that 
during  the  discussion  of  this  matter  in 
Committee,  something  in  the  nature  of 
an  agreement  or  an  understanding  was 
come  to.  The  agreement  was  to  the 
effect  that  exclusive  sporting  rights  were 
to  be  left  a  matter  of  agreement  between 
landlord  and  tenant.  If  the  proposal,  now 
suggested,  interfered  with  that,  he  thought 
they  would  have  reason  to  complain, 
but  he  did  not  understand  that  it  did 
interfere.  The  way  the  matter  stood 
was  this.  If  under  the  Bill  as  it  stood, 
landlord  and  tenant  failed  to  come  to  an 
agreement,  the  only  thing  that  would 
happen  would  be  that  a  saJe  would  not 
take  place  at  all.  It  would  fall  through. 
The  suggestion  was  now,  that  instead  of 
a  sale  being  allowed  to  fall  through  because 
of  their  not  being  able  to  come  to  an 
agreement  regarding  the  exclusive  sport- 
ing rights,  these  rights  should  be  vested  in 
the  Land  Commission.  In  his  judgment 
that  did  not  prejudice  the  agreement  that 
was  come  to  nere.  His  own  objection  was 
of  a  different  character  altogether.  He 
had  all  along  held  that  the  proper  solution 
of  this  question  was  to  vest  the  sporting 
rights  in  some  public  body,  but  he  was 
not  bound  to  the  opinion  that  they  oueht 
to  be  vested  in  the  Land  Commission.  He 
would  be  very  much  pleased  if  they  were 
vested  in  the  County  Councils,  and  he  was 
not  without  hope  that  eventually  that 
was  what  would  'happen.  So  far  as  the 
present  suggestion  was  concerned,  he 
thought  his  hon.  friend  might  be  easy  in  his 
mind  with  regard  to  the  agreement  come 
to  in  Committee.  If  they  were  satisfied 
with  that  agreement,  it  was  not  prejudiced 
by  the  suggestion  now  made.  On  the 
contrary,  he  thought  that  understanding 
was  improved,  because  it  provided  a  way 
out  where  there  wag  disagreement  of  land- 

Mr,  Wffndham. 


lord  and  tenant,  which  might  lead  to 
failure  altogether — ^namely,  by  providing 
that  sporting  rights  should  be  vested  in  the 
Land  Commission.  Under  those  cinmm- 
stances  he  thought  they  might  accept  the 
suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.^  said  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  thatthere  were 
some  cases  in  which  the  landlord  had  not 
the  exclusive  right.  He  had  truly  said  that 
there  were  some  cases  where  the  head 
landlord  and  middleman   had    between 
them  the  rights  of  fishing  and  the  rights 
of    shooting.       He  askM  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  how  the  head  landlord  would 
be  affected    by    the    Amendment  now 
proposed.     It  appeared  to  him  that  any 
rights  he  previously  had  would  be  al- 
together extinguished.    He  called  atten- 
tion to  this,   oecause  he  considered  it 
would  be  a  hardship,  in  many  cases,  if  the 
head  landlord,  who  did  not  come  in  touch 
with    the    occupying  tenant,   and    who 
might  be  in  the  enjoyment  of   the  rights 
of  fishing  and  shooting  under  old  leases 
and  grants,  was  to  be  completely  ignored 
with  regard  to  these  rights. 

Me.  WYNDHAM  said  he  couH 
satisfy  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  by  directing  him  to  Clause 
97  of  the  BUI,  which  safeguarded  the 
rights  referred  to. 

Colonel  SADNDERSON  (Armagfc 
N.)  said  the  only  persons  who  would 
have  the  right  of  shooting  on  those 
properties  where  the  landlord  and 
tenant  could  not  agree,  would  be 
the  Land  Commissioners,  because  if 
this  Amendment  were  accepted  the 
sporting  rights  would  be  vested  in  them. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  did  not  think  w^ 
Their  enjoyment  would  oe  fettered  by 
the  words  he  proposed  to  move— namelj. 
'*  Subject  to  regulations  made  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant." 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
K),  said  there  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling 
all  through  Ireland  on  this  important 
matter,  and  also  a  good  deal  of  mis- 
apprehension. Perhaps  he  might  be 
allowed  to  say  this,  with  the  assent  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  Under  the  Amend- 
ment introduced  by  the  House  of  Lords,. 
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no  single  landlord  in  Ireland  need  part 
with  ms  land  under  any  circumstanoes 
whatever,  unless  he  made  an  agreement 
which  suited  him  with  regard  to  the 
spcHTting  rights  of  his  tenant. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  it  was  not 
compulsory  that  the  tenants  should  buy 
under  terms  of  which  they  did  not 
approve. 

Mr.  ODOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.)  asked 
whether  the  clause  as  now  ameiided 
would  affect  the  concurrent  rights  pro- 
vided for  in  Clause  97. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  think  not. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  thought  Clause  97 
met  an  important  difficulty.  In  many 
instances  the  head  landlord  and  middle- 
man had  concurrent  rights  to  fish  and 
shoot,  and  he  wished  to  know  clearly 
whether  the  Amendment  now  propaiea 
bv  the  Chief  Secretary  would  extinguish 
altogether  the  rights  of  the  head 
lanolord. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  thought  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  in  error.  The  land- 
lord who  had  the  superior  interest  had 
concurrent  rights  with  the  middleman  to 
fish  and  shoot.  But  now  the  man 
whom  they  called  the  vendor  might,  by 
agreement  with  the  tenant,  give  him  the 
exclusive  right  to  shoot  and  fish. 

Mr.  NOLAN  (Louth,  S.)  said  that 
if  inquiry  were  made  it  would  be  found 
that  more  lives  had  been  lost,  more 
blood  shed,  and  more  heart-burning 
created  in  carrying  out  the  game  laws  of 
England  than  had  taken  place  in«  con- 
nection with  many  a  war.  So  far  as 
Ireland  was  concerned,  he  would  ask  the 
representatives  of  the  Government,  with 
a  view  to  the  good  government  of  tlje 
country,  to  endeavour  by  every  means  in 
their  power  to  bring  about  a  satisfactory 
solution  of  this  question,  which,  to  his 
mind,  could  only  be  established  by 
making  the  tenant  occupier  the  sole 
proprietor  of  the  sporting  rights. 

Mr.  speaker  said  he  would  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  they  were  not  dis- 
cussing the  general  question  of  sporting 
rights  ;  and  it  was  out  of  order  to  discuss 


the  emiend  question  of  the  game  laws. 
The  hon.  Mcntber  laust  confine  himself  to« 
the  Lords  Amendment. 

Mr.  NOLAN  said  he  bowed  to 
Mr.  Speaker's  ruling.  What  he  wished 
to  do  was  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
the  fact  that  in  his  constituency  this, 
matter  was  regarded  as  very  serious,  and 
any  Amendment  that  might  be  directed 
a^inst  the  understanding  arrived  at  in 
this  House  would,  if  adopted,  be  sure  to 
lead  to  future  trouble. 

Mr.  McGOVERN  (Cavan,  W.)  said 
he  wished  to  know  whether  the  view  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford  was  correct,  that  in  the  cate  ^  a 
dispute  between  landlord  and  tenant  the 
^me  rights  would  be  vested  in  the  Land 
Commission.  If  otherwne,  it  would  be  of 
great  importance  to  keep  the  clause  as  it. 
stood 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  if  the  game- 
rights  were  exclusive  and  were  not 
reserved,  they  went  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission ;  if  the  rights  were  not  exclusive 
they  went  to  the  tenant  and  became  ex- 
clusive to  him. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  felt  the 
difficulty  in  which  the  Government  had 
been  placed  in  this  matter.  At  the  same 
time  the  arrangement  come  to  in  this 
House  had  not  been  strictly  adhered  to 
in  the  House  of  Lords.  He  did  not  rise 
at  all  to  make  any  complaint  whatever 
against  the  great  landed  proprietors  of 
Ireland  in  the  House  of  Lords.  He  thought 
their  attitude  was,  on  the  whole,  admirable ; 
but  hon.  Members  had  some  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  pressure  which  had  been 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Government  by  the 
small  and  new  *^  Shoneen  "  landlords  of  the 
country.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  Lord 
Lansdowne,  and  other  great  landlords  had 
given  every  assistance  to  the  Government, 
and  he  wished  to  say,  by  way  of  warning, 
that  if  this  Act  was  to  be  worked  by  these 
small  new  landlords  in  the  spirit  they  had 
displayed  in  the  House  of  Lords,  as  con- 
tracted with  the  spirit  shown  by  the 
greater  landlords,  he  was  afraid  that  there 
would  be  very  little  chance  of  a  real 
appeasement  in  Ireland.  It  was  hopeless 
to  expect  that  tenants  would  allow 
strangers  to  come  on  to  their  land  once 
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the  landlords  had  been  bought  out  On 
the  other  hand,  where  a  proper  spirit  had 
been  shown,  as  it  had  been  shown  by  so 
many  of  the  great  landowners,  he  believed 
that  the  tenants  would  not  only  welcome 
them  back  to  shoot  over  their  land,  but 
would  assist  to  preserve  the  game  for 
them  on  their  farms.  The  mean  man, 
the  man  who  was  not  a  gentleman,  it  was 
^  whom  the  Irish  tenants  objected. 
That  was  the  man  of  whom  they  were 
in  terror  that  he  would  make  these 
sporting  rights  a  medium  of  oppression. 
This  was  a  serious  matter,  going  to  the 
very  root  of  Irish  life,  and  he  thought 
that  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
Jeft  by  the  House  of  Tx)rds  would  not 
tend  to  the  real  improvement  of  the  state 
of  things  in  Ireland.  Ho,  however,  hoped 
these  small  and  new  gentry  would  take  a 
jpattem  from  their  betters. 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

**  In  page  8,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  first  word 
-'tenant'  and  insert  the  word  'purchaser^'  and 
leare  oat  the  second  word  'tenant'  and  insert 
the  word  purchaser/  " 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
-time. 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

**  In  pace  8,  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  land- 
"(lord '  and  insert  the  word '  vendor,'  and  insert  the 
following  sub-section :  '  (2)  In  default  of  any 
agreement  between  the  tenant  and  the  vendor, 
an  sporting  rights  shall  go  to  and  be  vested  in 
the  Land  Commission,  and  the  Land  Com- 
mission may  d^  with  the  same  subject  to  any 
rules  which  may  be  made  by  the  Lord 
lieutenant,' " 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  proposed  to 
amend  this  Amendment  by  inaking  Sub- 
section 2  read  as  follows — 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords 
Amendment — 

"  To  leave  out  Sab-Section  2  and  insert  the 
words, '  In  the  absence  of  such  agreement  those 
rights  shall  be  vested  in  the  Land  Com- 
nuBsion,  and  the  Land  Commission  may  deal 
with  the  same  subject  to  any  regulations  to  be 
made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.'  "—{Mr,  Wynd- 
ham,) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
Mr.  T  M.  Healy. 


Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed 


to. 


Lords  Amendment. 

"  In  page  8,  line  8,  after  the  word  *  land '  to 
insert  the  words  'and  the  expression  *'  game" 
has  the  same  meaning  as  in  Section  5  of  the 
Act   of     1881,    and    also   includes  deer,'" 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  said  that  before  the 
House  accepted  this  Amendment  he  wished 
to  direct  attention  to  what  the  present 
position  was  in  some  parts  of  Ireland 
On  Lord  Clanricarde's  estate  and  the 
adjoining  property,  there  were  very  ex- 
tensive woods  which  contained  very  many 
deer.  These  woods  were  not  enclosed, 
and  the  deer  were  wild  and  wandered  all 
over  the  farms  in  the  neighbourhood, 
especially  in  the  summer  time,  and  did 
great  injury  to  the  com  crops.  Would 
these  farmers  be  open  to  the  same  pains 
and  penalties  if  they  interfered  with  these 
deer  under  this  Act  as  under  the  existing 
law? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  the  objec- 
tion raised  was  not  pertinent  to  the 
Amendment  before  the  House,  which 
merely  said  that  the  factor  in  any  agree- 
ment was  that  the  tenant  might  take  the 
deer  if  the  landlord  agreed  that  the 
sporting  rights  were  to  remain  with  the 
tenant.  Nothing  in  the  Act  could  affect 
any  right  that  the  farmer  had.  If  a  deer 
came  out  of  the  wood  and  ate  up  or  lay 
down  in  the  com,  the  tenant  was  left  to 
the  remedy  of  the  ordinary  law  and 
the  customary  relations  between  man  and 
man. 

Mr.  murphy  said  that  be  bad  known 
cases  'brought  into  the  County  Court  to 
recover  damage  done  by  deer  in  eating 
up  or  destroying  wheat  and  other  crops. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  swd  the  hon. 
Member  could  hardly  expect  him  to 
attempt  to  change  the  law  of  the  land  in 
this  respect.  The  question  did  not  arise 
on  this  ^ill,  and  it  was  quite  outside  the 
scope  of  the  present  discussion. 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

"  In  page  8,  line  13,  after  the  word  *  on '  to 
insert  the  words  *  or  under,' " 
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the  next  Amendment,   read   a   second 
time. 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

**  In  page  8,  line  20,  after  the  word  *  clay '  to 
insert  the  words  *  Provided  also,  that  where 
«ny  such  right  reserved  to  the  Land  Commission 
nnder  this  sub-section  is  at  any  time  hereafter 
let,  leased,  sold,  or  demised  by  them,  the 
vendor  (or  the  person  who  would  have  been 
entitled  thereto  if  the  lands  had  not  been  sold) 
•shall  be  entitled  to  receive  25  per  cent,  of 
any  rent,  purchase  money,  or  other  net  profit 
received  by  the  Land  Commission  in  respect  of 
•same,  unless  the  Land  Commission  s^all  have 
purchased  from  the  person  entitled  to  sucli 
percenta^  his  interest  therein,  and  the  Land 
t)ommiB8ion  may  purchase  such  interest  at  any 
time  on  such  terms  as  may  be  sanctioned  by 
the  Treasury.'" 

the   next  Amendment,   read   a   second 
time. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  this  was  one 
of   the  most  extraordinary  Amendments 
ever  inserted  in  a  Bill  in   this   House, 
or  anywhere    else.     The    landlord    was 
supposed  to  have  sold  his  estate  and  there 
might  or  might  not  be  minerals  on  the 
surface.     The  landlord  had  himself  never 
mined   the  land.     A   century   hence  an 
adventurer  might  arrive,  say  from  New 
Zealand,  and  after  discovering  in  Ireland 
some  minerals,   invest   his    money,   and 
develop  the  land    in    regard    to    those 
minersus.     By  that  time  all  the  purchase 
instalments  would  have  been  paid   off, 
4ind    the    land    would  have  passed  out- 
side the  ken  of  the  Land  Commission. 
And  yet  forsooth    by  this  Amendment 
the   successor    in    title   of  the  landlord 
T^as     to    reap    a    benefit    of     25     per 
cent.      A    more    grasping    and    greedy 
proposal  could  not  have  been  suggested. 
lie  knew  the  great   diihculties  of    the 
•Government  upon  this  question,  and  he 
would  suggest  as  a  compromise  that  this 
should  be  during  the  life  of  the  vendor, 
or  say,  within  twenty  years.     Unless  some 
such  suggestion  was  adopted,  he  should 
be  obliged  to  divide  against  this  Amend- 
ment.    It  was  perfectly  absurd  that  they 
Bhould  for  ever  vest  in  the  landlord  this 
shadowy  right,  which  he  had  never  at- 
tempted to  make    anything    of    before. 
This  was  the  only  Bill  which  did  anything 
towards   the  nationalisation   of  some  of 
the  ingredients  of  the  land  in  Ireland,  and 
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in  his  speech  upon  this  question  the 
Chief  Secretary  stated  that  the  Treasury 
would  have  the  minerals  as  an  asset  for 
the  money  they  were  advancing  under 
this  Bill.  Now  it  was  proposed  that  25 
per  cent,  of  this  asset  should  be  frittered 
away  and  given  to  the  landlords.  They 
were  really  discussing  this  Amendment  in 
shackles,  and  they  could  not  lay  their 
views  before  the  Government,  except  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment.  He  would  move 
to  omit  "25"  and  insert  "  1,"  and  then 
they  could  consider  how  to  deal  afterwards 
with  the  rest  of  the  clause. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords 
Amendment — 

"In  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  *tf')' 
and  insert  the  word  *  1.'"— (J/r.  T.  M,  Healij.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
*25'  stand  part  of  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ment." 


Mr.    WYNDHAM   said  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  opposite  had  invited  him  to 
give  the  reason  which  had  led  the  Grovern- 
ment   to  accept  this   Amendment.     The 
Government    accepted    this   Amendment 
because  they   believed  that   unless  they 
did  so  land  purchase  would  be  retarded, 
if    not    altogether    stopped,    on   certain 
estates  in   Ireland.     ("No,  no.")     Upon 
this  point  he  especially  invited  the  atten- 
tion of  hon.  Members  who  dissented  from 
this  Amendment.     The  hon.  and  learned 
Member     opposite    had    stated    that     a 
shadowy  right  would  continue  for  a  cen- 
tury.    He  wished  to  deal  with  the  facts. 
Where  the  existence  of  minerals  was  so 
shadowy  as    all    that,    the   prospect   of 
money  being  invested  there  at  a  remu- 
nerative rate  was  very  remote,  and  the 
Land  Commission  would  be  able  to  buy 
out  the  mineral  rights  of  the  owner  for  a 
song.     In  such  cases  the  landlord  would 
be  glad  to  take  £25,  or  a  £b  note,  for 
mineral  rights  of  that  kind.   The  Govern- 
ment were  not  thinking  of  that  kind  of 
case  at  all,  and  what  they  were  thinking 
of  was  the  cases  where  it  was  known  that 
minerals    did  exist.      There  were  cases 
where  the  landlord  was   working  those 
minerals  on  some  part  of  his  estate,  and 
where  he  was   not  working    the  other 
portions  of  the  estate  simply  because  he 
had  not  sufficient  capital  at  his  command. 
Did  any  reasonable  being  believe  that  any 
landlord,  under  those  circumstances,  would 
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sell  his  land  at  the  ordinary  price,  if  he 
was  to  make  a  present  to  the  purchaser 
of  the  whole  value  of  the  mineral 
rights.  He  had  been  led  to  accept  this 
Amendment  because  it  had  been  proved 
to  him  that  such  cases  as  he  had  men- 
tioned did  exist,  and  if  those  rights 
were  protected,  there  were  many  in- 
stances where  landlords  would  throw  their 
heart  and  soul  into  the  working  of  this 
Act.  How  could  they  ask  those  land- 
lords to  do  that  if,  by  the  Act,  they  were 
to  forego  the  right  of  perhaps  making 
£2,000  or  £3,000  a  year.  Ths  hon.  and 
learned  Member  opposite  might  say  that 
that  was  all  very  well,  but  the  proper 
remedy  was  that  the  State  should  buy 
those  estates  from  the  vendor.  That 
might  be  the  proper  course  to  take,  but 
nothing  could  be  done  until  after  a  pro- 
longed investigation  in  regard  to  the 
existence  of  those  minerals.  He  thought 
that  the  course  suggested  by  this  Amend 
ment  would  have  the  desiiw  result,  and 
those  properties  would  be  sold.  He  held 
that  what  would  most  probably  happen 
would  be  that,  where  there  was  such 
property  containing  minerals,  the  State 
would  buy  out  the  mineral  rights  by 
paying  the  25  per  cent.,  or  else  the  owner 
having  sold  the  thing  out  and  out,  would 
buy  the  mineral  rights  back  from  the 
State,  and  come  in  not  as  a  landlord,  but 
as  a  man  who  brought  capital  and  enter- 
prise to  the  development  of  the  mineral 
resources  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  McGOVERN  said  that  never  in 
any  Act  of  Parliament  passed  by  this 
House  had  there  ever  been  inserted  such 
an  Amendment  as  this.  It  was  an  ex- 
traordinary proposition,  and  one  which  no 
man  could  define.  It  was  absurd  that 
landlords  should  come  in,  after  the  lapse 
of  so  many  years  after  selling  their 
property,  and  reap  25  per  cent,  in  regard 
to  any  development  of  the  mineral  rights. 
A  more  extraordinary  proposition  was 
never  before  made  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  it  only  showed  the  grasp- 
ing nature  of  the  Irish  landlords.  He 
hoped  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
would  go  to  a  Division  upon  this  Question. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he  did 
nOt  propose  to  say  more  than  a  few  words 
on  this  question.  In  a  vast  majority  of 
cases  these  mineral  rights  were  of  a 
ghadowy    character,    and    it    was    quite 

Mr,  Wywihaw. 


unnecessary  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  legislate  for  them,  and  they  might 
very  well  drop  this  proposal  altogether. 
There  were  certain  cases  where  minerab 
were  actually  being  worked,  and  odier 
phices  where  they  were  known  to  exist, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said, 
in  such  a  case,  where  a  man  was  selling 
his  land  it  was  not  unreasonable  to 
say  he  should  not  hand  over  his  minerab 
to  the  Land  Commission.  He  conceded 
that.  But  the  proper  way  to  deal  with 
such  a  case  was  not  by  a  clause  such  aa 
this,  but  by  enabling  the  Land  Com- 
mission to  purchase  these  rights  at  the 
same  time  as  the  tenants  purchased 
the  land.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  he  was  not  in  the  position  to 
suggest  such  a  Resolution  to  the  House. 
He  should  have  seen  that  the  Chanoellor 
of  the  Exchequer  put  him  in  the  posi- 
tion to  make  such  a  proposal.  The  object 
of  this  Bill  was  that  the  landlords,  as 
such,  should  cease  to  -exist,  and  the  waj 
to  deal  with  them  in  this  matter  was 
not  by  a  perpetual  charge  of  25  per 
per  cent,  but  by  a  payment  down. 

Mr.  WYNDH  am  said  the  clause  would 
inflict  no  loss  or  injustice  upon  any  of  the 
tenants.  When  the  Bill  left  the  House 
the  whole  of  buch  property  passed  not 
to  the  tenants,  but  to  the  State.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  said  he  was  not  in 
favour  of  land  nationalisation,  on  such 
terms  as  that,  without  payments,  but 
that  the  proper  course  for  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  been  to  have  assessed 
the  value  of  such  minerals  and  to  hare 
paid  a  lump  sum  to  the  vendor.  While 
he  thought  that  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  would  be  the 
more  logical  solution  of  the  question, 
he  was  by  no  means  sure  that  in 
practice  it  would  work  better;  he 
believed  that  the  proposal  now  embodied 
in  the  clause  was  the  most  practical 
What  a  flagrant  act  of  injustice  it  wouH 
be  to  leave  one  landlord  to  develop  his 
property  and  allow  him  to  keep  it  un- 
touched by  this  Act,  and  because  hi» 
neighbour  had  no  capital  to  work  his 
minerals  to  take  them  away  from  him 
altogether.  Under  the  proposal  of  the 
Government,  if  the  minerals  were  of 
value,  the  25  per  cent,  which  they  gai^ 
him  would  probably  allow  the  landlord, 
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Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) 
regretted  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  intend  to  accept  this  Amend- 
ment. The  matter  was  one  which  would 
create  very  grave  discontent  in  Ireland. 
It  had  been  said  that  if  this  Amendment 
was  not  carried  a  number  of  the  land- 
lords would  not  sell.  He  was  in  the 
other  House  during  the  Committee  stage 
of  this  Bill,  and  he  noticed  that,  in  almost 
every  Amendment  proposed,  the  land- 
lords threw  down  the  gauntlet  and 
threatened  that  if  their  Amendment 
was  not  conceded  they  would  not  sell 
the  land.  This  Amendment  bound  the 
tenants  under  this  clause  for  all  time. 
He  was  strongly  opposed  to  it,  and 
considered  that  it  would  inflict  a  verv 
ffrievous hardship  on  the  tenants  if  passed 
It  was  a  retrograde  proposal,  and  he 
hoped  his  hon.  ^end  would  insist  upon 
pressing  his  Amendment. 

*Mr.  O'DOHERTY  said  that  although 
this  Amendment  might  not  affect  the 
tenants  as  tenants  it  affected  them  as 
ratepayers  He  did  not  anticipate  so 
much  trouble  where  the  landlords  owned 
the  mines  and  minerals  themselves  as  in 
the  case  where  a  head  landlord  or 
syndicate  came  in.  Some  time  ago 
a  company  of  capitalists  arranged  with 
Lord  Leitrim  to  work  certain  minerals^ 
but  when  the  title  was  gone  into  it  was 
found  that  the  noble  Lord  had  no  title  to 
give  a  lease,  as  the  minerals  were  vested 
in  Trinity  College,  who  came  dowb  and 
claimed  a  higher  rent  than  the  noble 
Lord  had  agreed  to  lease  the  property 
for.  It  was  not  fair  that  any  person 
should  be  able  to  come  down  and  claim 
25  per  cent,  under  this  Act.  If  this 
Amendment  had  to  be  carried  they 
should  limit  the  period  to  fifteen  or 
twenty  years. 

Mr.  murphy  contended  that  this 
Amendment  was  a  distinct  breach  of 
faith  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  If  there  was  dual  owner- 
ship in  land  in  Ireland,  as  had  been 
stated,  he  thought  the  25  per  cent,  should 
be  equally  divided  between  the  landlord 
and  the  tenant    If  the  landlord  was  to 


receive  25  per  cent,  on  all  minerals  de- 
veloped that  was  a  point  which  ought 
not  to  be  left  unregarded* 


Mr.  KILBRIDE  said  the  reasons  put 
forward  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
defence  of  this  Amendment  were  the 
strongest  reasons  for  its  rejection.  With 
regard  to  the  coalfields  of  Leinster  one 
deep  seam  of  coal  had  been  worked  out  long 
since,  the  second  seam  was  also  exhausted, 
and  the  whole  chance  of  prosperity  of 
those  coalfields  in  the  future  depended 
upon  whether  there  was  a  third  seam  or 
not^  yet  not  a  single  proprietor  in  the 
district  had  expended  as  much  as  a 
£b  note  in  attempting  to  discover 
whether  such  a  seam  existed  or  not. 
Now,  could  it  be  hoped  that  any  body  of 
capitalists  would  prospect,  in  Leinster, 
for  instance,  if  25  per  cent,  of  the  profits 
was  to  go  to  the  representatives  of  the 
existing  landlord  t  No  one  wanted  to 
deprive  the  hindlord  of  the  valuable 
propertv  in  which  the  tenant  was  not 
primarily  concerned,  but  this  Amend- 
ment was  not  confined  to  the  landlords ; 
this  Amendment  as  it  stood  took  into 
account  the  discovery  of  minerals  sixty 
or  seventy  years  hence.  At  that  time  the 
occupier  would  have  become  the  absolute 
holder  of  his  holding,  and  yet  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  landlord  was  to  come 
down  and  take  his  25  per  cent,  on  a 
profit  which  he  had  done  nothing  to 
produce.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  not  accept  the  figures  sug- 
gested by  his  hon.  friend,  he  hoped,  at 
any  rate,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  modify  the  percentage. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  admitted  that  this 
was  a  very  important  subject.  When 
landlords  had  known  or  believed  that 
there  were  minerals  under  their  land 
they  had  not  sold.  What  was  wanted 
was  that  purchase  should  go  on,  even 
in  places  where  landlords  believed, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  that  there  were 
minerals  under  their  land.  It  was  sug- 
gested that  the  fact  should  be  ascertained 
by  some  tribunal ;  but  he  believed  that 
would  be  a  costly  process  and  would 
involve  a  great  deiJ  of  delay.  He  would 
prefer  not  to  make  any  change  in  the 
Amendment,  because  he  believed  that 
where  a  right  was  altogether  prospective 
it   could  be  bought  up   for   a  few  £5 
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notes.  When  this  proposal  was  first 
made  in  another  place  it  was  suggested 
that  the  royalty  should  be  50  per 
cent,  but  it'  was  afterwards  cut 
down  to  25  per  cent  in  order  to 
prescribe  these  very  valuable  rights. 
The  rights  of  the  tenants  had  been 
preserved  and  no  undue  burden  had 
been  put  upon  posterity  in  Ireland. 
Probably  in  the  future  the  successors  to 
the  landlords  would  take  that  25  per 
cent,  in  shares  in  the  company  develop- 
ing their  estates. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) 
said  it  was  a  most  unfortunate 
thing  that  this  Amendment  had 
been  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Ijords.  The  Chief  Secretary  had  stated 
three  times  that  this  clause  did  no  injury 
to  the  tenants.  He  would  point  out  that 
they  were  not  there  representing  the 
tenants  of  Ireland  exclusively.  It 
was  true  that  they  represented  the 
tenants  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
Ireland,  but  they  also  claimed  to  be  the 
representatives  of  the  people.  For  his 
part,  to  some  extent,  he  sympathised  with 
the  views  of  those  in  Ireland  who  had 
said  that  sufficient  attention  had  not  been 
paid,  either  by  the  promoters  or  the 
supporters  of  this  Bill,  to  the  interests 
of  the  nat  on  at  large  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  tenants.  He 
did  not  think  the  representatives  of 
Ireland  should  allow  this  ocosion  to 
pass  without  declaring  that  by  this 
proposal  the  interests  of  the  tenants  and 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  involved  and 
ought  to  be  protected.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  real  reason  for  this  proposal  was 
to  give  an  inducement  to  the  landlords 
to  sell  their  estates.  There  were  two 
methods  of  carrjang  out  this  object,  one 
was  by  compulsory  purchase,  and  the 
other  was  to  offer  such  inducements  to 
the  landlords  as  would  make  it  worth 
their  while  to  sell.  If  he  thought  that 
the  interests  of  the  nation  were  not 
endangered  by  this  Amendment  he 
should  at  once  agree  to  it  as  an  additional 
inducement  to  the  landlords  to  sell.  But 
not  only  did  he  think  this  was  unneces- 
^ry ,  but  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  letting  pass 
by  an  opportunity  of  benefiting  the 
national  interests  of  Ireland  which  the 
Chief  Secretary  ought  to  consider  first 
of  all.     Surely^  it  was  all]  a  fiction  that 

Mn  fFyndham^ 


the  landlords  of  Ireland  would  not  sell 
under  this  Bill.  With  such  inducements 
to  sell  99  per  cent,  of  the  landlords  would 
be  absolute  fools  if  they  did  not  sell.  Up 
to  the  present  moment  the  landlords  had 
never  exercised  those  mineral  rights 
which  had  been  allowed  to  lie  fallow 
during  all  the  centuries  they  had  been  in 
Ireland.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  that  the  Land  Commission  woul<l 
not  be  able  through  want  of  machinery 
to  value  those  mineral  rights.  In  this 
very  clause  it  was  contemplated  that  a 
purchase  of  those  rights  might  be  made 
by  the  Land  Commission.  Let  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  put  aside  this  humbug 
that  the  landlords  would  not  sell,  and  that 
the  Land  Commission  would  not  be  able 
to  estimate  the  value  of  those  rights, 
because  such  questions  were  entirely  un- 
worthy of  discussion  upon  such  an 
occasion  as  this.  The  reason  he  opposed 
this  Amendment  was  that  he  thought 
very  little  had  been  done  to  revive  the 
industrial  life  of  Ireland,  or  to  provide 
employment  for  the  people.  If  these 
mineral  rights  existed  and  were  dealt 
with  as  was  proposed  by  the  Lords  Amend- 
ment, the  work  which  might  otherwise 
benefit  the  labourers  of  Ireland  would 
never  be  accomplished.  That  was  what 
the  experience  of  the  past  had  taught 
them.  If  the  Land  Commission  was 
forced  to  buy  those  mineral  rights  the 
Commission  would  be  compelled  to  lease 
them  out  or  work  them,  and  this  would 

Erovide  work  which  was  urgently  needed 
y  the  labouring  population  of  Ireland. 
Such  a  proposal  as  this  was  quite  un- 
worthy of  the  present  Government,  who 
had  professed  such  benevolent  intentions 
towards  Ireland.  They  did  not  advocate 
that  the  landlords  should  not  be  paid  for 
those  rights  where  they  existed.  On  the 
contrary,  he  thought  they  should  be  paid 
a  fair  price  for  them.  It  was  impossible 
to  estimate  the  price,  and  if  a  moral 
obligation  was  put  upon  the  Estates 
Commissioners  to  buy  out  those  rights, 
where  they  existed,  for  the  public  benefit, 
the  case  would  be  met,  and  it  would 
be  almost  criminal  on  the  part  of  th*^ 
Government  not  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  present  opportunity. 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETTf  Belfast,N.)said 
he  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  ex- 
act difficulty  in  accepting  the  Amendment. 
So  far  as   he  understood  the  clause  as 
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it  stood,  the  mineral  rights  would  pass 
from  the  landlord  to  the  Commission,  and 
the  rights  in  the  surface  of  the  land 
would  be  dealt  with  and  passed  to  the 
tenants.  The  Bill  was  therefore  strong 
enough  to  protect  the  tenant  in  the 
acquirement  of  the  soil  he  had  for  cultiva- 
tion. Coming  to  the  question  of  minerals, 
these  would  pass  tentatively  into  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioners.  The  Amend- 
ment dealt  with  what  might  be  done 
afterwards,  with  the  minerals,  should  de- 
velopment occur,  and  it  reserved  for  the 
future  the  dealing  with  the  value  of  these 
minerals  as  they  should  be  developed  and 
as  they  should  be  brought  into  a  market- 
able condition.  Under  this  Amendment 
the  Land  Commissioners  would  sell  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  those  minerals  at  a 
rent  or  otherwise,  and  25  per  cent. 
of  the  accruing  rent  or  otherwise  would 
go  to  the  original  owner.  He  agreed  that 
this  was  a  national  question.  He  agreed 
also  that  as  between  tenant  and  landlord 
it  was  a  pure  matter  of  sentiment,  because 
a  tenant  nad  no  right  in  the  minerals  at 
present,  nor  wouki  he  have  any  right 
under  the  Bill,  because  the  rights  passed 
to  the  Commissioners.  The  proposition 
had  been  put  forward  that  they  should 
now  acquire  those  minerals,  and  that  the 
State  should  buy  them  out.  That  was  such 
a  problematical  thing  that  the  moment 
they  entered  upon  it  they  raised  a  barrier 
which  no  ingenuity  of  man  could  remove. 
Not  long  since  he  acted  as  arbitrator  in  con- 
nection with  the  acquirement  of  certain 
land,  and  the  purpose  of  acquiring  it 
was  to  acquire  the  minerals  as  well. 
There  was  nothing  developed  beyond  a 
small  sinking  or  boring.  Skilled  evidence 
was  brought  forward.  The  landlord  by 
his  witnesses  proved  up  to  £46,000 ;  the 
parties  buying  proved  down  to  £1,250. 
[A  Nationalist:  "How  much  did  you 
give  1  **]  He  gave  £2,600.  He  was  out- 
voted, and  an  £nglish  umpire  who  heard 
nil  the  evidence  gave  £2,230.  How 
would  they  deal  with  that  question  ?  [A 
Nationalist  Member:  **The  way  you 
did.  "J  All  they  were  now  arguing  about 
was  the  relative  proportion  of  the  profits. 
He  wished  to  leave  that  to  the  future. 
That  was  the  common-sense  way  to  deal 
with  the  matter.  Why  deal  with  it  at 
the  present  time  1  It  was  a  problem  that 
might  not  be  solved  for  fifty  or  100 
years,  although    he  hoped  it  would  be 


solved  in  ten.  The  more  mines  they 
opened  in  Ireland  the  better.  He  would 
not  grudge  the  present  owners  of  th? 
land  25  per  cent,  in  order  thatP 
the  mines  should  be  developed  and  ther 
industries  of  Ireland  correspondingly 
increased.  He  honestly  trusted  that 
this  Amendment  would  not  be  lost  sight 
of  but  voted  upon  loyally.  He  did 
not  think  it  interfered  with  the  present 
or  future  tenants  to  the  smallest  possible 
extent.  He  hoped  the  House  would  pass 
the  Amendment  in  a  good  spirit. 

Mr.  T.  f.  O^CONNOR  (Liverpool), 
Scotland)  said  he  had  always  thought 
that  if  they  scratched  the  Chief  Secretary 
they  would  find  out  his  medisevalism.  If 
ever  there  was  a  proposal  brought  before 
the  House  that  had  the  worst  odour  of 
mediaeval  absurdity,  it  was  the  proposal 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  This 
was  an  Amendment  of  the  "  Dead  Hand.'^ 
It  was  not  a  message  of  development  to 
Ireland.  The  proposition  was  not  to  do 
something  for  to-morrow,  for  the  present 
generation,  or  for  their  sons  and  grand- 
sons, but  for  all  future  generations  of  the 
descendants  of  the  landlords,  far  beyond 
the  fourth  generation  of  the  Scriptures. 
It  was  a  proposal  that  for  all  time  they 
should  have  a  first  claim  of  25  per  cent, 
on  the  mineral  development  of  Ireland. 
He  had  only  to  state  the  proposition  to 
show  its  absolute  and  almost  incredible 
absurdity.  How  did  they  know  what 
would  happen  in  an  Irish  landlord's  family 
three  generations  from  now  'i  Some  of 
them  might  be  Dukes  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  some  might  be  paupers,  some  of 
them  might  be  ranchers  in  the  Southern 
States  of  America,  and  before  it  would 
be  possible  to  proceed  with  the  develop- 
ment of  mines  on  estates  in  Ireland  it 
would  be  necessary  to  look  over  the 
world  to  find  out  the  fourth  or  fifth,  and 
possibly  later,  generations  of  the  families 
in  order  to  give  them  25  per  cent  on  the 
mineral  developments.  They  were  apply- 
ing this  principle  to  the  undeveloped, 
undiscovered  and  problematical  mines  of 
Ireland.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
thought  that  unless  this  was  done  the 
sale  of  the  land  would  be  stopped.  He 
had  very  little  anxiety  as  to  the  stoppage 
of  the  sale  of  land  in  Ireland.  The  land- 
lords had  got  far  too  good  terms  to  reject 
them.     He  was  rather  surprised  the  other 
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day  to  hear  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  opposite,  the  Member  for 
North  Armagh,  who  was  the  grandson  of 
a  man  who  in  the  Irish  Parliament  voted 
against  the  Act  of  Union,  say  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  take  advantage  of  this 
Act  on  the  first  opportunity.  He  was 
surprised,  because  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  who  was  supposed 
to  be  the  apostle  of  no  surrender,  was 
going  to  surrender  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. 

Ck)LONEL  SAUNDERSON  :  I  have  got 
no  gold  mines. 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  the  hon. 
Baronet  who  had  spoken  for  the  city  of 
Belfast,  was  forgetful  of  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  clause  in  the  Bill  which  pro- 
tected any  mines  at  present  in  operation. 

Sir  JAMES  HASLETT:  I  did  not 
deal  with  mines  in  operation  at  all. 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  if  there 
were  minerals  which  were  not  beine 
worked,  it  was  because  the  landlords  had 
not  the  courage  or  enterprise  to  work  them. 
fAn  hon.  Member  :  "  Or  the  capital  ?  "1 
Did  anybody  suppose,  when  money  could 
be  got  for  mines  in  Siberia  and  other 
quarters  of  the  world,  that,  if  there  was 
any  real  chance  of  development  in  Ireland, 
a  landlord  could  not  come  to  the  city  of 
London  and  get  money  for  that  purpose  1 
He  had  been  present  on  platforms  in 
Durham  and  other  mining  counties  of 
England,  and  had  heard  representatives  of 
the  miners  declare  that  it  was  impossible 
they  could  be  adequately  remunerated  so 
lone  as  the  system  of  royalties  to  the 
landowners  remained.  He  did  not  speak 
with  authority,  but  he  understood  that 
the  mining  royalties  in  this  country  were 
far  below  25  per  cent  This  was 
a  monstrous  and  incredible  claim  which 
the  House  of  Lords,  taking  advantage  of 
the  late  period  of  the  session,  haa  put 
into  the  Bill,  and  he  was  sorry  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  found  himself  compelled 
to  support  it. 


Mr.  HEMPHILL  said  ha  agreed  with 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  this  Amendment 
did  not  directly  affect  the  interest  of  the 

Mr.  T,  P.  (y Connor. 


tenants  under  the  Bill  But  that  was  not 
the  question  the  House  had  to  decide. 
The  effect  of  the  Amendment  would  be 
to  give  an  additional  bonus  to  the  land- 
lords.  It  was  conceived  and  carried 
out  in  the  same  spirit  as  the  pro- 
posal to  make  the  percentage  bonus 
15  instead  of  12.  The  proposal 
appeared  to  him  to  be  both  unjust  and 
absurd.  That  was  not  his  objection.  He 
thought  the  proposal  altogether  incon- 
sistent with  the  compromise  made  in  this 
House.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
cussion when  the  Bill  was  passing  through 
Committee  about  minerals,  and  the  reason 
for  the  clause,  finally  adopted,  was  that 
this  valuable  asset,  as  it  might  turn  out, 
should  be  reserved  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission as  trustees  for  the  public  benefit 
in  Ireland.  Now  there  was  annexed  an 
inconsistent  proviso— namely,  instead  of 
the  money  going  to  the  Land  Commission, 
in  full,  there  was  to  be  25  per 
cent,  deducted  from  the  rent  or  purchase- 
money,  or  profits,  as  the  case  might  be 
of  those  mines.  What  could  be  more  un- 
reasonable than  that  1  Why  not  come 
forward  if  they  had  mines  and  dispose  of 
them  at  once  to  the  Commissioners  1  In 
fact,  he  had  no  doubt  that  this 
Amendment  would  impede  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mineral  inaustries  of  Ireland, 
because  no  man  could  afford  to  let  the  land 
if  it  was  known  that  there  was  to  be  a 
deduction  of  25  per  cent,  for  the  mineral 
rights.  If  his  hon.  friend  went  to  a 
Division  he  would  vote  with  him. 


Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  thought  that 
this  Amendment  of  the  Lords  was  absurd. 
He  had  said  before  that  this  was  a  land- 
lords' Bill,  and  the  best  proof  of  that  was 
that  the  House  of  Lords  had  not  been 
able  to  improve  it.  Mr.  Michael  Davitt 
had  described  all  those  eloquent  commenda- 
tions of  the  Bill  as  "  flummery  and  flap- 
doodle," and  the  same  might  be  said  of  the 
glowing  periods  that  afternoon.  He  hoped 
that  the  tenants  would  not  buy  at  the 
ridiculous  prices  provided  in  the  Bill. 
Who  was  hit  by  this  particular  Amend- 
ment ?  If  the  tenant  bought  under  the  Bill 
the  mineral  rights  went  over  to  the  Land 
Commission,  and  the  persons  to  be  hit 
would  be  the  company  promoters,  the 
Whittaker- Wrights  and  the  Hooleys. 


Question  put. 
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Agj(-Qardner,  James  Tjnt$ 
^naon.  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwriffht,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  Wifliam 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Ba^t,  Capt.  JoBceline  Fitzroy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt  Hn.  G.  W.  {Leeds) 
BlundeU,  Colonel  Hemy 
Bond,  Edward 
BoBcawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Campbell,J.H..M(/)MWtnC/nft?, 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.(Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Eyelyn  {A»ion  Uatwr) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.  {Birm. 
Chamberlain,Rt.HnJ.  A(  Wore, 
Chamberlayne,T.  {Southampton 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Sp^ioer 
Clive,  Captain  Percv  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Cochill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Ohas.  Ready 
Corbett,  T  .L.  {Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dimsdale,Rt  Hn.  Sir  Joseph  C. 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dnming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin  I 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas  ' 


AYES. 

Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwd. 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bamnatyne 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gordon,  J.  {Londonderry y  S) 
Gore,  Hn.  S.  F.  Ormsby-(Li«c. 
Goschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Qroyes,  Jamea  Qrimble 
Guthrie,  Walter  Muraay 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(ilfu^;i; 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Howard,  Jno  (Kent,  Faver'Km 
Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
KeuTon,  Hon.  Q.  T.  (Denhigh 
Kimoer,  Henry 

Law,  Andrew  Bonar  {GUtsgow 
Lee,  A  H.  {Hants.,  Fareham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  {Brvstol,S, 
Lonraale,  John  Brownlee 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  {Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  {Liverpool) 
M' Arthur,  Charles  {Livtrpoct) 
M'Killop,  James  {Stirlingshire 
Majendie,  Jamee  A.  H. 
Montagu,  G.  {Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Scott (iTante. 
Morgan,  D.  J.  {Walthamstcw) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 


Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higjdns,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
BUtttigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  {Hackney) 
Rolleeton,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Saonderaon^Bt.  Hn.CoL  E.  J. 
Seelv,  Charles  H.  {Lincoln) 
Sinclair,  Loui^  {Romford) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  {Lanes.) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  {Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  IIL 
Valeiitia,  Viscount 
VincentjColSirC  ^.^{Sheffield 
Walrond,Rt.  Hn.Sir  WilliamH 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Whiteley,  H.  {Ash.-und.-Lyne 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major W.  H. 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther 


Abraham,  W.  (Cork,  N,B.) 

Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt  Hy. 

Boland,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  8.) 

Carew,  James  Laurence 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Chan.  Ramnay  (Galway 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Doogaa,  P.  0. 

Dnnn,  Sir  William 

FarreD,  James  Patrick 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 

Harwood,  George 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 

Healy.  Timothy  Michael 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  3. 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Ihtrham) 


NOES. 

Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  Wi\\ia,m{Camarvonsh*re 
Jovce^  Michael 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lambert,  G^eorge 
Law,  H.  Alex.  {Donenal,  W.) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  {Cornwall 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Lough,  niomas 
MaoDcmnell,  Dr.  Mark  A 
MacYeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'KiUop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Moonev,  John  J. 
Mnrphy,  John 

Nolan,Col.  JohnP.  ( (ra/«>ay , -AT. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
O'Brien,  James  P.  X.  (Cork) 
CBriea,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid) 
O^rien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  ( WicHoWy  W, 
O'Connor.  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Eelly,  J.  (Soseommon,  N.) 


O'Mall^,  William 

CShanghneesy,  P.  J. 

Rea,  Russell 

Redmond,  Jn.  E.  (WaUrfard) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Riffg,  Richard 

BoUirtfl,  John  H.  (Denbighs,) 

Robertson,  Edmnnd  (Dundee) 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Sliipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Spencer,RtHnC.R.  (Northants) 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  {Glainorqan,E. ) 

Thomas,  David  Alfred  (Af erf  Ayr 

Thompson,  DrECCifonogrA'nJv. 

Tully,  Jacper 

White,  George  (Norfolk) 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid). 

Tbllbrs  for  the  Nobs — 
Mr.  O'Doherty  and  Mr. 
M'Govenu 


Mr,  McGOVERN  said  h©  wished  to 
restrict  the  operation  of  the  Lords 
Amendment  until  the  year  1920.      The 


Bill  as  it  left  the  House  of  Commons  was 
a  landlords'  relief  Bill ;  but  this  new 
clause  made  it  go  further  than  the  most 
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sanguine  landlord  ever  expected  it  to  go. 
In  no  other  Bill  which  came  before  the 
House  was  there  such  a  clause,  and  he 
(tsked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
limit  itt 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords 
Amendment — 

*'  In  line  8,  after  the  word  *  sanie/  to  insert 
the  words,  *  until  the  year  1920.'"— (^J-. 
M'Govem.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  heal  Y  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  give  the  people  of  Ireland 
some  chance.  This  was  a  proposal  by 
the  Dtike  of  Manchester,  and  if  it  had 
been  confined  to  his  own  particular  estate 
that  might  have  mitigated  its  severity. 
But  none  of  the  other  landlords  asked  for 
it.  He  respectfully  asked  that  these 
mineral  rights  should  not  be  put  in  pawn 
for  a  number  of  men  who  were  not  yet 
I  orn.  It  was  most  unfair  to  say  this  should 
go  on  for  ever.  It  laid  an  embargo  on  the 
industry  of  the  country.  Let  them  say 
**  during  their  hfetime,"  or  their  son's  life- 
time, but  do  not  let  the  Government  part 
with  these  rights  for  ever. 

*8iR  JOHN  COLOMB  assured  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  he  was  under  a 
great  misapprehension  if  he  thought  this 
clause  was  put  in  by  the  desire  of  a  small 
number  of  landlords.  It  represented  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  landlords. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  every  body  had 
agreed  that  something  must  be  done  to 
meet  the  case  of  the  landlords  who 
possessed  minerals  which  were  not  being 
worked.  Was  land  purchase  to  be  post- 
poned until  some  one  offered  100  per  cent, 
for  this  property,  or  were  arrangements 
to  be  made  to  purchase  this  property  for 
one  quarter  what  somebody  elne  was  ready 
to  give]?  As  the  landlords  had  not  pressed 
their  views  on  questions  affecting  the 
tenants,  he  submitted  that  this  Amend 
ment  might  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  regretted  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  been 
able  to  make  a'concession  to  the  universal 
feeling  of  the  Irish  benches.  The  opinion 
just  taken  showed  the  serious  view  taken 
upon  this  matter,  but  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  had  made  up  his  mind  to  make 
no  further  concession,  ne  saw  no  object  in 

Mr,  McGovei-n 


taking  another  Division,  but  he  would 
suggest  that  the  Amendiment  be  with- 
drawn. 

Amendment  to  the  Lords  Amendment, 
by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 
'*  In  lines   22  and  23,  leave  out  the  word» 

*  disposed  of  or,' " 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
time. 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

*'  In  page  8,  line  28,  after  the  word  '  thereby/ 
to  insert  the  following  sub-section :  (6)  Any 
person  autliorised  by,or  in  pursuance  of.  the  last 
preceding  sub-section,  to  enter  upon  land  for 
the  purpose  of  exercising  a  sporting  right  shall 
have  tne  same  authority  to  proeecuce  for 
trespass  in  pursuit  of  game  or  fish  as  if  he 
were  the  owner  of  that  land,' '' 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
time. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londondeny, 
N.)  said  he  would  agree  to  the  Amend- 
ment with  the  substitution  of  the  word 
"  occupier  '*  for  "  owner." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords 
Amendment — 

**  In  line  6,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  owner,' 
and  insert  the  word  '  occupier.'  "— (^''• 
Atkimon.) 

Question   proposed,   "  That  the  word 

*  owner '  stand  part  of  the  Lord* 
Amendment." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  it  was  a  great 
shame.  The  Government,  he  ventured 
to  think,  were  straining  matters  to  t 
great  extent,  and  he  ventured  to  say  the 
business  would  not  stand  the  stmn 
of  this  Amendment,  and  the  resnit 
would  be  the  entire  destruction  of  game 
in  the  country.  Without  the  consent  of 
the  tenants,  sporting  rights  were  ab¥>- 
lutely  worthless,  and  yet  Ajnendment* 
were  piled  up  in  the  landlords'  interest, 
until  it  was  provided  that  a  tenant 
should  have  a  horde  of  persons  on  hi» 
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land,  and    every  one  of 
could  prosecute  his  neighbour, 
was  what  it  came  to. 


persons 
For  that 


Mr.  TULLY  said  it  was  a  most 
monstrous  provision  to  put  into  any  Act 
of  Parliament,  and  the  one  effect  it 
would  have  would  be  to  help  to  clear  the 
country  of  game. 

Mr.  McGOVERN  said  it  was  disgrace- 
ful that  any  person  should  have  a  right 
to  prosecute  a  person  whose  offence  was 
t\alking  over  his  own  land. 


Amendment 
agreed  to. 


to    Lords    Amendment 


Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed 


to. 


Lords  Amendments. 

"  In  page  8,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  Com- 
uiissioners'  to  insert  the  following  sub-sec- 
tion :  '  (2)  Where  those  Commissioners  refuse 
to  consent  to  the  vestiug  of  any  such  monu- 
ment in  them,  the  Land  Commission  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Council  of  the  County 
within  which  the  monument  is  situate,  make 
an  order  vesting  the  monument  in  that  council, 
and  Sub-section  2  of  Section  19  of  the 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  shall 
thereupon  apply.' " 

**  In  pace  9,  line  26,  after  the  word  *  Acts ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  to  tenants.'  " 

"  In  page  11,  line  4,  after  the  word  *  person  , 
to  insert  the  words  *  not  under  disabilitjr ' ; 
line  13,  after  *  1896  *  to  insert  the  words  *  which 
interest  shall  be  at  a  rate  not  less  than  3^  per 
cent,  per  annum.' " 

'*  In  paee  12,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  had '  and  insert  the  word  *  have ' ;  line  6,  to 
leave  out  the  word '  of '  and  to  ineert  the  words 

*  mentioned  in.'" 

the  next   Amendments,   read    a  second 
time  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

"  In  page  13,  line  9,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  mentioned'  to  the  end  of  the  sub-section, 
and  insert  the  words  *  any  question  of  law  may, 
if  the  Estate  Commissioners  think  fit,  and 
shall  on  the  application  of  any  person  in- 
terested, be  referred  for  tlie  decision  of  a 
Judicial  Commissioner,  unless  the  Estates 
Commissioners  certify  in  writing  that  the 
application  is  frivolous.  (2)  Any  ^rson 
aggrieved  by  any  refusal  of  the  Commissioners 
so  to  refer  any  such  question  may,  in  the 
manner  prescribled  by  rules  of  Court,  and  within 
the  time  preecribed  by  the  Judicial  Commis- 
sioner, apply  to  the  High  Court,  or  any  Judge 
thereof,  for  an  order  requiring  the  Commis- 
sioners so  to  refer  the  question,  and  the  deci- 
sion of  the  High  Court  or  Judge  upon  any  such 
application  shall  be  final,' " 


the  next 
time. 


Land  Bill,  1066- 

Amendment,    read   a    second 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  prepared 
to  agree,  with  an  exception.  He  moved  to* 
leave  out  all  words  after  "  of  Court "  in 
Sub-section  2  in  order  to  insert  **  under 
Sub-section  (1)  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1877,  etc." 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords- 
Amendment — 

"  In  line  7,  after  the  word  *  Court  *  to  leave 
out  all  words  to  end  of  Sub-section  2,  and  in- 
sert the  words  *  under  Sub-section  1  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act 
1877.'"— (^^.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  to  Lords  Amendment 
agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed 
to. 


Lords  Amendments. 

•*In  pa([e  13,  line  13,  leave  out  the  words 
'agents  or  solicitors'  and  insert  the  words 

*  land  agents,  solicitors,  or  land  clerks.* " 

**In  Ime  15,  after  the  word  *  nomination' 
to  insert  the  words  *  may  be  negotiated.' " 

"  In  line  19,  after  the  word  *  Commission  *  to 
insert  the  following  sub-section  :— '  (12)  Where- 
in the  ca^e  of  Uie  sale  of  an  estate  to 
personi^  other  than  the  Land  Commission  an 
agent  has  been  employed  by  the  vendor  to 
negotiate  the  sale,  such  sum  as  may  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Estates  Commissioners  may, 
with  the  consent  of  such  vendor,  Ije  paid  to- 
that  agent  out  of  the  purchase  money  as  part 
of  the  costs  connected  with  the  sale  * " 

"  In  page  15,  line  14,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  or  .order  as  the  case  may  be*  and  insert  the 
woids  *  for  sale.'" 

**  In  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  words  'Estate 
Commissioners '  and  insert  the  words  *  Land 
Cammission.' " 

••  In  line  19,  after  the  word  *  money '  to  insert 
the  following  sub-section  :  *  For  the  puroose  of 
giving  effect  to  this  enactment  the  Land  Com- 
mission may,  if  they  think  fit,  in  the  case  of  a 
terminable  charge,  satisfy  the  same  by  the  in- 
vestment in  any  securities  in  which  trustees 
are  by  law  authorised  to  invest  trust  money 
of  a  capital  sum  the  annual  income  of  which 
will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  annual  amount 
of  the  charge.'" 

"  In  page  16,  line  30,  after  the  word  *  pre- 
scribed '  to  insert  the  words  *  as  if  purchase 
money  distributable  under  this  section  were< 
m(mey  p^id  or  deposited  under  those  sec- 
tions.** " 

the   next    Amendments,  read    a  seconds 
time  and  agreed  to 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  a  consequential 
Amendment  should  come  in  here.  Clause 
24,  page  13,  line  36,  at  the  end  insert, 
**  Any  charge  or  incumbrance  may  be  paid 
off  notwithstanding  any  direction,  proviso 
or  covenant  contained  in  any  deed  or  in- 
strument to  the  contrary." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 

"  In  Clause  24,  page  13,  line  36,  at  end,  to  in- 
sert the  words  '  Any  charge  or  incumbrance 
may  be  paid  off  notwithstanding  any  direction, 
proviso  or  covenant  contained  in  any  deed  or  in- 
«trument  to  the  contrary.'  '*— (3/r.  wyndham. ) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments. 

"  In  pace  16,  line  37,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  the '  and  insert  the  word  *  a.' " 

"In  page  16,  line  38,  after  the  word  'ap- 
peal' to  insert  the  words  'or  any  question 
other  than  one  of  law.' " 

"  In  page  17,  lines  4  and  5,  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  making  a  claim  upon '  and  insert  the 
words  *  whose  claim  has  been  so  attached  to.'" 

"In  page  17,  line  11,  after  the  first  word 

*  payable '  to  insert  the  words  *  out  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  or  recoverable  under  any  agree- 
ment or  covenant,* " 

the  next  Amendments,  read  a  second 
time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

*;in  pagel7,lme,  13,  aftertheword  'advances' 
to  msert  the  words  *  provided  that  in  case  of  the 
sale  of  an  estate  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts  any  charge  or  incumbrance  thereon  may 
be  i>aid  off  notwithstanding  any  direction, 
proviso,  or  covenant  contain^  in  any  deed  or 
other  instrument  to  the  contrary  :  Provided 
that  this  sub-section  shall  not  apply  in  any 
case  where  the  Land  Commission  are  satisfied 
that  it  is  not  owing  to  any  act  or  default  of 
«uch  person  that  his  title  is  not  established 
and  the  amount  of  his  claim  invested  as  afore- 
said.'" 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr,  WYNDHAM  moved  to  omit  down 
to  the  word  "  contrary." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords 
Amendment — 

"  In  line  1,  after  the  word  *  advances  '  to  leave 
•out  the  words  *  provided  that  in  case  of  the 
f-ale  of  an  estate  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts  any  charge  or  incumbrance  thei^on  may 
be  paid  off  notwithstanding  any  direction, 
proviso,  or  covenant  contained  in  any  deed  or 
other  instrument  to  the  contrary.'"— (3fr. 
Wyndham.) 


Amendment  to  the  Lords  Amendment 
agreed  to. 


Lords  Amendment,  asamended,  agreed 


to. 


Lords  Amendments. 

•*  In  pa^e  17,  at  end  of  line  23,  after  the  word 
'  Act '  to  insert  the  following  sub-section :  '  (4) 
Notwithstanding  anything  in  this  section,  any 
vendor  or  incumbrancer  may  apply  to  the  Court 
to  invest  the  purchase  money,  pending  distriba- 
tion,  in  any  of  tbe  securities  from  time  to  time 
authorised  by  law  for  the  investment  of  trust 
funds.'    And  also  insert  the  following  clause : 

*  Where  a  person  who  would  otherwise  be 
entitled  to  sell  laud  under  the  Land  Purdiaae 
Acts  is  a  lunatic,  the  Lord  Chancellor  may 
order  the  land  to  be  sold  as  if  the  sale  was  re- 
ouired  for  one  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
Section  63  of  the  Lunacy  Regulation  (Ireland) 
Act,  1871,  and  that  section  shall  apply  accord- 
ingly.' In  line  39,  after  the  word  '  equal'  in- 
sert the  words  *  half-yearly  or.' " 

"  In  page  19,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  words '  in 
so  far  as  any'  and  insert  the  word  *  where.'  " 
"  In  page  19,  line  29,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  to  purchasers  to  be  repaid  by  means  of  pur- 
diaae  annuities.' " 

*•  In  page  19,  line  41,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  purchase  of  the  land  '  and  insert  the  words 

*  vesting  of  land  in  the  Commission.' " 

"  In  page  20,  lines  17  and  25,  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  repayable  by  means  of  purchase  an- 
nuities '  and  insert  the  words  '  on  which  such 
ten  shillings  per  cent  is  payable  by  the  Land 
Commission.'" 

"  In  page  21,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  eight '  and  insert  *  seven.' " 

•*  In  pace  21,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  made' 
to  insert  the  words  *  and  may  only  be  varied.' " 

'*  In  page  22,  line  27,  after  the  word  •Com- 
mission '  to  insert  the  words  *  direct  the,' " 

the  next  Amendments,  read  a  second 
time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

'*  In  page  25,  line  11,  after  the  word  *  price,* 
to  insert  the  words,  *  or  to  an  estate  ao  circum- 
stanced in  respect  of  which  an  absolute  order 
for  sale  by  the  LiBtnd  Judge  was  in  force  at  Uie 
date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act.' " 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
time. 


Mr.  T.  M-  HEALY  said  that  by  way 
of  preventing  the  estates  being  taken 
out  of  the  Land  Ck)urtfi  they  had  pro- 
vided that  estates  in  the  Land  Courts 
should  get  a  bonus  where  a  receiTer 
existed,  but  they  would  not  get  a  bonus 
where  the  estate  was  so  encumbered  that 
it  was  sold  practically  without  the 
owner's  consent.     While  he  believed  that 
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the  Government  had  tried  to  meet  the 
•difficulty,  he  thought  it  would  be  found 
that  the  provision  they  had  made  was 
not  at  all  sufficient.    This  was  a  matter 
which  in  many  cases  would  involve  great 
hardship  to  the  tenant.    Very  many  of 
the  Court  tenants  were  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  evicted  farms,  that  was  to  say, 
they  were  the  old  tenants  of  the  land  who 
had  been  put  back  on  the  land  as  Court 
tenants.    In  order  to  sell  these  estates  in 
the  future  a  new  tenancy  would  have  to 
be    constituted,    and    only    a   limited 
sum  could   be    advanced;    anj,    there- 
fore any  estate  taken  out  of  the  Court 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  bonus 
would  involve  the  creation  of  new  ten- 
ancies.   He  was  aware   that  the  Land 
Court  Judge  did  not  like  his  proposal, 
but  that  was  no  reason  why  the  House 
should  not  insist  upon  it.     Although  the 
Government  had  now  provided  tli^t  the 
estates  which  were  so  embarrassed  were 
not  to  get  a  bonus,  he  ventured  to  think 
that    as    there    would    be    nobody    to 
contradict  the  owner  he  would  declare 
that  he  was    not  embarrassed,  and,   in 
other  ways,  would  try  to  show  that  the 
estate  was  not  encumbered  for  the  pur- 
pose of  capturing  the  bonus.    The  result 
of    this    would    be   that  a    very   large 
number  of  estates  would  be  taken  out  of 
the  Courts  to  the  prejudice  of  the  tenants. 
The  Government  had  tried  to  meet  the 
point,  but  they  had  not  met  it  succc^s- 
tuUy,  and  in  future  owners  would  join 
together  with  others  interested  to  take 
the  estate  out  of  Court  in  order  to  cap- 
ture the   bonus,  and  by  so  doing  they 
would  deprive  the  tenants  of  the  amount 
of  advance  which  they  would  otherwise 
be   entitled  to.     He  could  see  plainly 
when  it  was  possible  to  get  an  Amend- 
ment and  when  it  was  not,  and  it  was 
•eTident  that  some  sort  of  invisible  fetters 
-enveloped    the    Chief    Secretary,    who 
appeaml  to  have  entered  into  some  agree- 
ment upon  this  question.    The  House  of 
Commons  and  the  representatives  of  the 
tenants  had  got  absolutely  nothing  in 
Teturn   for  the   many  advantages   the 
landlords  had   got  by  this  Bill.    They 
had  got   no  quid  pro  quo  for  all  those 
rights  which  had  been  given  to  the  land- 
lord. 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 


Lords  Amendment 


"  In  page  25,  line  32,  after  the  word  *  in, '  to 
insert  the  words :  *  (a)  Bonds,  debentures,  or 
mortgaffes  secored  upon  rates  or  taxes  levied 
under  the  authority  of  any  Act  of  Parliament 
or  Provisional  Order  by  any  municipal  corpora- 
tion or  other  local  authority  in  the  United 
Kingdom  which  shall  be  authorised  to 
borrow  on  such  security ;  (6)  Ground  rents 
arising  out  of  hereditaments  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  not  exceeding  in 
amount  one- fourth  part  of  the  annual 
value  at  a  rackrent  of  the  premises  out 
of  which  such  ground  rents  issue  ;  (c)  Deben- 
tures or  mortgages  of  railway  companies  in  the 
United  Kingdom  incorporated  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament ;  (a)  Stocks  or  shares  of  any  tramway 
or  light  railway  interest  upon  which  is  guar- 
anteed from  or  charged  upon  under  the  Tram- 
ways (Ireland)  Acts ;  (e)  ^nds,  debentures,  or 
mortgages  secured  upon  any  investments  in 
which  trustees  are  authorised  by  this  or  any 
other  Act  to  investment  funds ;  (/)  Debentures 
or  fully -paid  shares  or  stocks  of  any  railway.' 
Provided  that  the  sufficiency  of  any  such  in- 
vestments to  realise  the  sum  invested  therein 
ui)on  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life  or  the  ter- 
mination of  the  trust,  shall  be  secured  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  public  trustees  under  this 
Act."  - 

the   next   Amendment  read   a    second 
time. 

Drafting  Amendment  made. 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed 
to. 

Lords  Amendments. 

"  In  page  26,  line  3,  after  the  word  *  section,' 
to  insert  the  words'  (4)  In  the  case  of  all  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  any  lands  sold  under  the 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  or  any  charges  thereon,  or 
anylmoneys  realised  thereby,  if  it  appears  to  (the 
Court  that  a  trustee  is,  or  may  be,  personally 
liable  for  any  breach  of  trust,  whether  the 
transaction  alleged  to  be  a  breach  of  trust 
occurred  before  or  after  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
but  has  acted  honestly  and  reasonably,  and 
ought  fairly  to  be  excused  for  the  breach  of 
trust,  and  /or  omitting  to  obtain  the  directions 
of  the  Court  in  the  matter  in  which  he  com- 
mitted such  breach,  then  the  Court  may  relieve 
the  trustee,  eiUier  wholly  or  partly,  from  per- 
sonal liability  for  the  same.' " 

"  In  page  26,  lines  39  and  40,  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.'  " 

the  next  Amendments,  read  a    second 
time,  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

'*  In  page  27,  line  11,  after  the  word 
*  require,'  to  insert  the  following  sub-sec- 
tion :  '  (1^)  The  powers  conferred  on  the 
Land  Commission  by  the  foregoing  pro- 
visions of  this  section  may  be  exer- 
cised by  the  Land  Judge  in  any  case  where  the 
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purchase  monoy  of  laod  sold  under  the  Land 
Forchase  Acts  is  or  has  been  distributed  by 
hitD,  and  those  provisions  shall  apply  acoord- 
ingly  with  the  substitution  of  the  Land  Judge 
for  the  Land  Commission.'  '* 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
time. 

Drafting  Amendment  made. 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments. 

"  In  pace  27,  line  12,  after  the  word  '  by,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  the  Land  Judge  and.'  ** 

'*  In  page  27,  line  28,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  that '  to  the  first  word  *  in '  in 
line  32." 

*'  In  page  27,  line  34,  after  the  word  '  county,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  the  said  limitation  may, 
subject  to  the  other  limitations  in  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Acts,  be  exceeded  where  the  Land  Com- 
mission consider  that  a  larger  advance  may  be 
sanctioned  to  any  purchaser  without  prejudice 
to  the  wants  and  circumstances  of  other  persons 
residing  in  the  neighbourhood.'  " 

**  In  page  28,  in  unes  3  and  4,  to  leave  out  the 
words  '  under  the  circumstances  aforesaid,' 
and  insert  the  words  '  where  the  Land  Com- 
mission consider  it  expedient  under  the  circum- 
stances mentioned  in  the  preceding  sub-sec- 
tion.' " 

'*  In  pace  28,  line  25,  after  the  word  '  after,' 
to  insert  the  words  *  they  become  aware  of.'  " 

"  In  pa^e  28,  line  34,  after  the  word  '  other- 
wise,' to  insert  the  following  sub-section  :  *  (2) 
>otmore  than  one  person  i«hall,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Land  Commission,  be  registered 
as  the  owner  of  the  holding  under  Part  IV.  of 
the  Local  Registration  of  Title  (Ireland)  Act, 
1891.'  " 

**  In  i>age  28,  line  40,  after  the  word  '  hold- 
ing,' to  insert  the  words  '  or  part  thereof.'  " 

"  In  page  28,  line  41,  after  the  word  *  hold- 
ing,' to  inseit  the  words  *or  part.'  " 

''  In  page  29,  line  2,  af tei  tne  word  '  part,'  to 
insert  the  words  '  the  consent  of  the  Land 
Commission  under  this  enactment  may,  in  the 
case  of  a  charge  created  by  a  will,  be  given  at 
any  time  whether  before  or  after  the  death  of 
the  testator.'  " 

**  In  page  29,  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  a  boldmg '  and  insert  the  words  '  the  holding 
executed  after  the  commencement  of  this 
Act.'  " 

'*  In  page  29,  line  7,  after  the  word  *  charge- 
ant,'  to  insert  the  words  *  or,  in  the  case  of  a 
charge  created  by  a  will  or  codicil,  within  six 
n  onths  from  the  death  of  the  testator.'  " 

**  In  page  29,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  whether.^  " 

**  In  page  29,  line  13,  after  the  word  *  in- 
stance,' to  insert  the  words  '  or  with  the  con- 
sent,' and  leave  out  the  words  '  or  at  the  suit 
of  an  incumbrancer.'  " 

**  In  page  29,  line  14,  after  the  word  *  sold,' 
to  inseit  tee  words  *  subject  to  the  purchase 
annuity  (if  any)  and  any  chaise  under  any 
Public  Works  Acts,  but ';  and  after  the  word 
*  all  '  to  insert  the  word  *  other.'  " 


"  In  page  29,  line  15,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  mcumbrances  '  to  the  word  *  of,'  m 
ne  16." 

"  In  page  29,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'  require  '  and  insert  the  words  '  request  to  be 
furnished  with.'  " 

*'  In  page  29,  line  26,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  charged  with  an  an  annual  sum  payable  in 
respect  of '  and  insert  the  words  '  in  respect  of 
which.' " 

**  In  page  29.  line 27,  after  the  word  *  Acts'  to 
insert  tne  words  '  has  been  made.'  " 

the  next  Amendments,  read  a  second 
time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

"  In  page  31,  after  Clause  58,  to  insert  the 
following  clause  :  Ml)  Where,  in  the  course  of 
proceedings  ior  the  sale  under  the  Landed 
Estates  CouH  (Ireland)  Act,  1858,  or  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  of  an  estate  it  appears  that  the 
owner  or   any  tenants   of   holain^  on   the 
estate  are   in    occupation  of  portions  of  an 
adjoining   estate,    and    that   the    owner  or 
any   tenants    of     holdings    on    the    adjoin- 
ing estate  are  in  occupation    of  portious  of 
the    first-mentioned  estate,  whether  such  ex- 
change of  occupation  is  the  result  of  an  agree- 
ment i'T  is  occasioned  by  the  alteration  of  tbe 
couise  of  a  stream,  or  otherwise,  the  Land 
Judge  or  the  Judicial  Commiasioner,  as  tbe 
case  may  be,  may,  if  he  thinks  it  expedient* 
with  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  respec- 
tive estate* ,  make  an  order  ratifying  the  ex- 
change,and  the  order,  or  a  map  or  plan  annexed 
thereto,  shall  show  tne  landx  given  and  taken 
in  exchange  respectively.     (2)  The  land  taken 
upon  any  such  exchange  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
held  by  the  same  tenure,  and  shall,  without 
any  conveyance  or  other  assurance   in  rela- 
tion   thereto,  go   and    ennre    to  and    upon 
the  same  uses  and  trusts  and  be  subject  to  the 
same  rents,  conditions,  charges,  and  incum- 
brances, as  the  land  given  upon  such  excban^e 
would  have  stood  limited  upon  and  been  sub* 
ject  to  if  the  order  had  not  been  made  ;  and 
the  land  given  upon  such  exchange  shall  be 
deemed    to    he    held  by   the    same    tenure, 
and  shall  without  any  conveyance  or  other 
assurance  in  relation  thereto,  go  and  enure  to 
and  upon  the   same  uses  and  trusts  and  be 
subject  to  the  same  rents,  conditions,  chaiges, 
and  incumbrances  as  the  land  taken  upon  such 
exchange  would  have  stood  limited  upon  and 
been  subject  to  if  the    order   had  not  been 
made.  (3)  All  rights  and  remedies  for  recovery 
of  rents  payable  in  respect  of  either  portions 
of  the  lands  so  exchanged  ^hall  be  exercisable 
in  respect  of,  and  may  be  pursued  against,  the 
lands  given  or  taken  upon  such  exchange,  a» 
the  case  may  be,  in  tbe  aime  manner  as  they 
might   theretofore    have   been     exercised  or 
pursued  against  the  lands  originally   liable 
thereto.'  " 

the  next  Amendment,    read   a  second 
time. 

Mr,  T.  M.  HEALY  said  this  wts 
a  valuable  and  useful  clause,  but  he 
ventured  to  suggest  that  in    the   third 
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line  from  the  end  they  should  omit  the 
words  "  with  the  consent  of  the  owners  " 
and  substitute  the  words  *^or  on 
notice  in  the  prescribed  manner."  Very 
often  the  exchange  had  taken  place  thirty 
or  forty  years  ago.  In  selling  an  estate 
of  this  kind  it  was  advisable  that  no 
further  expense  should  be  piled  up.  He 
suggested  that  notice  to  the  owner  should 
be  given  in  the  prescribed  manner.  He 
begged  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords 
Amendment. 

**  In  line  1 1 ,  after  the  word  *  of '  to  insert  the 
words  *  or  of  notice  in  the  prescribed  manner 
to."'— (Mr.  T.M.  Healy,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was 
willing  to  accept  that  Amendment  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  would  con- 
sent to  alter  the  words  so  as  to  read 
**  or  of  notice  in  the  prescribed  manner 
to  the  owner  and  giving  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  heard." 

Mr.  T.  M.  healy  said  he  would  ac- 
cept those  words,  and  would  move  his 
Amendment  in  that  form. 

Amendment  to  the  Lords  Amendment, 
by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords 
Amendment. 


equitable,  exclusively  charge  the  whole  of  the 
superior  interest  upon  the  other  lands.  (4 
The  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section  shall 
apply  with  the  necessary  modi6cations,  to  any 
superior  interest  or  portion  thereof  affecting 
the  land  sold,  or  to  the  redemption  money  of 
such  interest  or  portion,  as  if  the  same  were 
land  sold.'" 

**In  pwage  33,  lines  12  to  14,  to  leave  out 
Sub-section  3." 

*•  In  page  33"  line  17,  to  leave  out  the  words 

*  therem  mentioned '    and    insert    the   words 

*  of  a  superior  interest.* " 

•*  In  page  33,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  for  the  nonpayment  of  any  oum  due  to  them. ' " 
"  In  pace  34,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  deposit ' 
to  insert  tne  following  sub-section :  *(3)  Where 
any  land  upon  which  portion  of  a  parchase  an- 
nuitjr  has  l>een  charged  hy  the  Land  Commis- 
sion is  conveyed  to  the  proprietor  of  a  holding 
subject  to  a  purchase  annuity,  that  holding 
and  the  land  so  conveyed  shall  be  deemed  one 
holding,  and    the    said  annuity  and  portion 
shall  1^  payable  in  such  mannsr  and  subject 
to  such  conditions  as  may  be  prescribed.'  " 
j      "  In  page  34,  line  6,  after  the  word  '  deposit  * 
•  to  insert  the  following  sub-section:  '  {?,)  Where 
I  any  land  upon   which  portion  of  a  purchase 
'  annuity  has  been  charged  by  the  Land  Com- 
I  mission  is  conveyed  to  the  proprietor  of  a 
I  holding  subject  to  a  purchase  annuity,  that 
I  holding  and  the  land  so  conveyed  shall    be 
'  deemed  one  holding,  and  the  said  annuity  and 
,  portion  shall  be  payable  iu  such  manner  and 
subject  to  such  conditions  as   may   be  pre- 
scribed.'" 

"In  page  34,  line  42,  after  the  word  *  may '  to 
I  insert  the  wonls  'on  the  application  of  any 
!  person  interested  or  without  such  application 
I  with  the  consent  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,'  and 
to  leave  out  the  words  *  huch  authority  and ' 
I  and  to  insert  the  words  *the  Judicial  Commis- 
sioner if  he  thinks  fit.'  " 

**  In  page  35,  line  17»  after  the  word  '  cent. ' 
to  insert  the  words  '  per  annum.'  " 

"  In  page  .35,  line  40,  after  the  word  '  the'  to 
insert  the  words  '  trustees  of  the.' " 


"In  line  ll.after  the  word 'owners' toinsert    .1^ .     A^^^^r«<.«fr«     »^*^A    «    co/«^«>^ 

the  words 'o^  of  notice  in  the  prescribed  man-    t^e    ^ext    Amendments,    read   a  second 
nertothe  owners  and  giving  them  an  oppor-    time,  and  agreed  to. 
.tunity  of  being  heard.' '  —(Mr.  T.  M.  Healy).  ,  .       ,      t^.,i 

I      Amendment  proposed  to  the  bill. 

Amendment  agreed  to.  !  ,  , 

!      **  In  page  36,  line  15,  after  the  word  '  vendor ' 
TJA  j^  jj  j|to  insert  the  words  *  or  to  the  trustees  of  a 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed    settlement.' "-(3/r.  Atkinson.) 


to. 

Consequential  Amendment  made  to 
the  Bill. 

Lords  Amendments. 

'•  In  page  32,  line  18,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*  the  '  and  insert  the  word  *  a.' " 

*'  In  pace  32,  line  36,  after  the  word  *  balance ' 
to  insert  the  following  sub-section  :  *  (3)  Where 
in  the  like  case  the  Courtis  patisfied  that  the  land 
sold  is  entitled  to  be  indemnified  against  any 
claim  in  respect  of  a  superior  interest  by  other 
lands,  and  that  the  other  lands  are  a  sufficient 
Becurit^  therefor,  the  Court  may,  upon  such 
terms  (if  any)  and  in  such  manner  as  appears 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

*'  In  page  36,  line  18,  after  the  word  *  less  ' 
to  insert  the  following  sub-section  :  '  (2)  Sub- 
section 4  of  Section  3  of  this  Act  shall  apply 
in  the  case  of  any  land  in  respect  of  which  an 
advance  is  made  m  pursuance  of  this  section.'" 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords 
Amendment — 

**  In  line  2,  after  the  word  *  four '  to  inseit 
the  words  *  and  Sub-section  6.'  ^—(Mr.  Wynd- 
ham.) 
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Amendment  to  Lords  Anendinent 
agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments. 

"In  page  36,  line  35,  after  the  word  *  cutting  * 
to  insert  the  words  *or  makinff.* '' 

*  In  page  38.  line  2,  after  the  word  *  Board ' 
to  insert  the  words  *  in  lieu  of  the  member  of 
the  Land  Commission  nominated  under  Sub- 
section 1  of  Section  34  of  the  Act  of  1891.' 
And  also  to  insert  the  following  clause :— *  Sec- 
tion 18  of  the  Agricultural  and  Technical  In- 
struction (Ireland)  Act,  1899,  which  makes 
provision  with  respect  to  congested  districts 
counties,  is  hereby  repealed.* " 

the    next  Amendments,   read   a  second 
time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

'*  In  page  38,  line  36,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*any*  and  insert  the  words  'subject  to  the 
pi-ovisions  of  this  Act  any.'" 

the  next  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

**  In  page  38,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'  appeal '  and  t6  insert  the  words  '  apply  for  a 
re-nearing.'" 

the    next   Amendment   read     a  second 
time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

"  In  page  39,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  assessor/ 
to  insert  the  words  *  who  shall  hear  the  evidence 
and  inspect  the  holding,  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Judicial  Commissioner.*** 

the   next   Amendment,    read   a  second 
ti  me. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  moved  to  insert, 
after  the  first  word  **  and,"  the  words  "  on 
the  application  of  either  of  the  parties." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  Lords 
Amendment — 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  word  *  and  *  to  insert  the 
words  'on  the  application  of  either  of  the 
parties.* '*—(3/r.  Wyndham.) 

Amendment  to  Lords  Amendment 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  provide  that  the  report  would  be 
made  public.  As  the  Bill  stood  no  provision 


was  made  for  the  report  of  the  assessor 
being  made  public,  and  thus  one  man  was 
virtually  made  arbiter.  His  report,  at 
all  events,  ought  not  to  be  secret  He 
moved  to  add,  after  the  words  "  report 
thereon  to  the  Judicial  Commissioner,'^ 
the  words  "  in  the  prescribed  manner." 

Amendment  pro;x>8ed  to  the  Lords 
Amendment — 

'*  In  line  3,  at  end,  to  add  the  words  *in  the 
prescribed  manner*.**— (if r.  T,  M,  Eealy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  Part  HI  of  the 
Bill  had  no  very  ardent  supporter,  either 
in  this  or  the  other  House.  It  was  held 
to  be  a  necessary  adjunct  of  the  far  Urger 
facilities  given  for  promoting  the  purchase 
of  land  in  Ireland.  He  was  prepared  to 
accept  the  Amendments  made  in  another 
place  because  they  did  not  eflPect  changes 
in  the  tribunal.  He  understood  that  a 
great  many  of  the  landlords  and  tenants 
of  Ireland  preferred  that  there  should  he 
a  re-hearing,  and  that  they  were  not 
satisfied  with  Part  III.  as  it  stood.  He 
had  met  that  view,  but  he  was  not  able 
to  attempt  the  further  revision  of  Part 
III.  at  the  eleventh  hour. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  whether  the 
report  would  be  a  public  document. 

Mr.  McGOVERN  said  the  tenants 
were  in  great  danger  of  being  deprived 
of  the  benefits  of  the  Act  of  1881. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  this  clause 
would  create  dismay  and  oonstematioQ 
unless  the  Iteport  was  made  a  public 
document.  He  suggested  the  addition  of 
the  following  words  :  "  and  such  Report 
should  be  communicated  to  the  parties.'^ 

Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.) 
said  this  was  a  matter  of  great  conse- 
quence to  the  tenants,  and  he  hoped  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Louth. 

The  solicitor  -  general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  James  Campbell,  Dublin 
University)  said  the  second  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth 
would  defeat  its  own  object     It  would 
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be  better  to  take  the  first  suggestion,  and 
itdd  the  words  ''in  the  prescribed 
manner.'' 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  would  take 
that. 

Amendment  to  the  Lords  Amendment, 
agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  asked  the  leave  of 
the  House  to  go  back  and  rectify  a  slip. 
He  ought  to  have  asked  the  house  to  dis- 
agree with  the  following  Lords  Amend- 
ment— 

'*  In  page  38,  line  36,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'  any '  and  to  insert  the  words  '  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  any.'  " 

Lords  Amendment  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  speaker  :  It  will  be  entered 
on  the  journals  as  having  been  disagreed 
with  in  the  first  instance. 

Lords  Amendment. 

"In  page  39,  lines  6  to  8,  leave  out 
Sub-section  3." 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second 
time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

**  In  page  39,  line  9,  after  the  word  *  appeal '  to 
insert  the  words  '  or  on  any  re-hearing  (except  in 
esses  where  the   valuation  does  not  exceed 

£20).' " 

the  next  Amendment,  i  ead  a  second  time, 
itmended,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment. 

'*  In  page  39,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  which '  to 
insert  the  words  *  could  have  been  but  *  *' 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  second  time, 
and  agreed  to. 

Lords^  Amendment. 

"  In  page  39,  lines  12  and  15,  after  the  word 
*  Commissioner '  to  insert  the  words  '  who  hears 
the  Appeal ' " 

the  next  Amendment,  read  a  seconcl  time. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  moved  to  insert  after 
the  words  "the  Appeal,"  the  words  "or 
re-hearing." 


Amendment    proposed  to    the    Lorda 
Amendment — 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  word  *  Appeal '  to  add 
the  words  *  or  re-hearing '. "—(3fr.  Atkinson.) 

Amendment    to    Lords    Amendment 
agreed  to. 


Lords  Amendment,  as  amended,  "agreed 


to. 


Lords  Amendments. 

"  In  page  39,  Hoe  20,  after  the  word  '  made " 
to  insert  the  words  *by  the  Judicial  Com- 
missioners with  the  approvalof  the  Lord 
Chancellor'" 

**  In  paffe  39,  line  22,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  *  re-hearings  *  to  the  end  of  the  clause,  and 
insert  the  words  *and  those  rules  shall,  amon£ 
other  things,  provide  for  an  ad  vcUorem  scale  of 
fees  to  be  paid  on  notices  of  appeal  or  re- 
hearing.' " 

*<  Iq  ptuM  39,  line  24,  to  leave  out  the  worda 

*  Land    Commission '    and    insert    the   worda 

*  Judicial  Commissioner.'" 

Leave  out  Clause  87. 

"  In  page  40,  line  17,  after  the  word '  reason  *' 
to  insert  the  word  *  solely.' " 
**  In  page  40,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  word 

*  judicially '  and  insert  the  words  '  in  the  ab- 
sence of  other  provision.' " 

''  In  page  40,  line  22,  after  the  word  '  apply ' 
to  insert  Mie  words  *  as  from  the  commencement 
of  this  Act.' " 

"  In  page  40,  line  30,  after  the  word  *  1881, 
to  insert  the  words  *  or  under  that  section ' " 

"  In  page  40,  line  38,  to  leave  out  the  word*^ 
'  the   representation '    and    insert   the   words 

*  any  representation  under  the  Labourers  (Ire- 
land) Acts,  1883  to  1896,  affecting  him,'" 

the  next  Amendments,   read  a    second 
time,  and  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendment — 

"In  page  41,  lines  10  and  11,  to  leave  out 
the  words  *  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction ' 
and  insert  the  words  *the  County  Court 
Judge.'" 

the   next    Amendment,    read    a  second 
time. 


Mb.  WILLIAM  KEDMOND  said  that 
as  this  Amendment  did  not  appear  on  the 
Paper,  it  seemed  that  the  Gk)vernment  did 
not  wish  to  propose  it  at  all  The  clause 
as  it  originally  stood  was  really  of  very 
little  use  to  the  labourers,  and  that 
little  use  had  been  minimised  still  further 
by  the  change  made  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  He  supposed  that  Clause  93 
would  have  to  be  accepted  with  this  un- 
fotunate  change,   but   he   believed    that 
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when  the  Chief  Secretary  introduced  a 
Labourers  Bill  next  year,  he  would  find 
that  the  House  of  Lords  was  wrong. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  that  he 
wished  to  acknowledge  the  loyal  way  in 
which  the  Government,  after  a  great 
struggle,  had  re-instated  this  clause. 
The  Chief  Secretary  was  to  be  congratu- 
lated in  re-instating  the  clause,  although 
it  did  not  mean  very  much. 

Mr.  murphy  said  that  the  labourers 
^f  Ireland  had  nothing  to  thank  the 
Irish  landlords  for,  because  they  had  all 
voted  against  this  clause. 

Lords  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Lords  Amendments. 

"  In  page  41,  line  30,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  must  either  be '  and  insert  the  words  *  is 
either.'  Line  31,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  be ' 
and  inHcrt  the  word  *  is.' " 

"  In  puge  42,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  '  Commission '  to  the  word  '  the  '  in  line 
8,  and  insert  the  words  *in  the  manner 
-directed  by  Sub-section  G  of  Section  29  of  the 
Act  of  1891.'  The  expression  'demesne' 
includes  any  mansion,  house  or  other 
buildings  thereon.  The  exprei^sion  *  vesting 
order'  includes  fiat.  Line  34,  after  the 
word  *Act'  to  insert  the  words  *or  enact- 
ment.'and  after  the  word  'amending'  to  in- 
sert the  word  *a^)plying.'" 

**  In  page  44,  line  22,  after  the  first  word 
'three'  to  insert  the  words  *in  Sub-section 
1  of  Section  34,  from  *  a  member '  to 
*  forestry '  and  the  words  *  the  Chief  Secretary 
when  absent  shall  be  replaced  by  the  Under 
Secretary  to  the  Lord -Lieutenant,'  " 

the  next  Amendments,  read   a    second 
time,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  "  That  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  draw  up  Reasons  to  be 
assigned  to  the  Lords  for  disagreeing  to 
<*ertain  of  the  Lords  Amendments  to  the 
Bill." 


Committee  nominated  of — Mr.  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland,  Mr.  Sergeant 
Hemphill,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Colonel 
Saunderson,  and  Mr.  Wyndham. 

Committee  to  withdraw  immediately. 

Three    to    be    the     quorum.  —  {Mr. 
Wyndham.) 
Mr.  William  Redmond. 


THE   CONSOLIDATED    FUND    (APPRO 
FRICTION)   BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment;  to  be  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 


IRISH  LAND  BILL. 

Reasons  for  disagreeing  to  certain  of 
the  Lords  Amendments  reported,  and 
agreed  to. 

To  be  communicated  to  the  Lords. 

CUNARD   STEAMSHIP   COMPANY  AND 
INTERNATIONAL  MERCANTILK 

MARINE  COMPANY  (AGREEMENTS). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed-  - 
"That  the  Agreement  dated  the  30th 
day  of  July  1903,  entered  into  between 
His  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
Cunard  Steamship  Company,  Limited, 
printed  in  Command  Paper  No.  1703, 
and  the  Agreement  dated  the  1st  day 
of  August,  1903,  entered  into  between 
His  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
International  Mercantile  Marine  Com- 
pany and  others,  printed  ia  Command 
Paper  No.  1704,  be  approved." — {Mf. 
Gerald  Balfour.) 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dec)  said  that  he  had  anticipated  that  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would  have 
said  something  in  support  of  the  Motion, 
but  he  concluded  from  the  silence  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  wished  to 
hear  objections  first.  There  was  some 
reason  to  complain  that  this  very  impor 
tant  subject,  which  had  been  the  subject  of 
observation  and  Question  during  the  whole 
year,  should  have  been  kept  back  to  the 
ultimate  hours  of  a  very  busy  session.  As 
concisely  as  possible  he  would  confine  him- 
self to  two  or  three  points  in  the  agree- 
ments which  had  relation  to  the  Adnuralty. 
He  took  it  that  the  agreement  meant 
that  the  merchant  cruiser  policy  wafi 
abandoned — namely,  the  system  of  pay- 
ing subsidies  in  time  of  peace  for  certain 
ships  being  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government  in  time  of  war.  In  sub- 
stitution of  that  system  they  were  going 
to  have  a  new  system  whereby  there 
would  be  made  in  timeof  peace  agreements 
for  the  hire  or  purchase  of  vessels  in 
time  of  war.  On  neither  of  these  points 
had  he  any  hostile  criticism  to  offer.  He 
was  quite  satisfied,  and  he  believed  the 
House  generally  was  satisfied,  with  the 
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dedaration  made  by  the  Admiralty  that 
they  had  no  intention  of  any  longer  giving 
fiubaidies  in  time  of  peace  for  vessels  to 
be  used  in  time  of  war.  The  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  was  a  Member,  in 
so  far  as  it  was  responsible  for  the 
initiation  of  that  policy,  adopted  it  only 
fiubject  to  reconsideration  by  the  Ad- 
miralty; but  the  Government  did  not 
last  long  enough  to  be  in  a  position  to 
give  that  reconsideration. 

With  reference  to  the  Cunard  agree- 
ment, the  special  part  of  it  was  that  the 
Government   was  to   make    a   loan  of 
£2,600,000   to   the    company    for    the 
purpose  of  enabling  it  to  build  two  ships 
of  large  dimensions,  and  further,  when 
the  ships  were  built,  the  Government 
was  going  to  pay  the   company  a  sort 
of    rent    or    subsidy    of    £150,000    a 
year.    That  was  a  kind  of  bounty  which 
involved     quite     a      new      departure 
on    behalf   of    the    Government.     He 
wished  for  a  moment  to  dwell   on  the 
peculiar  financial  efifects  of  this  proposal. 
The  State    was  about  to  pay    to  this 
particular  company  more  than  the  whole 
of  its  nominal    capital.      The    nominal 
oapital  was  £1,600,000,  and  its  own  valu- 
ation of  its  fleet  was  under  £2,000,000. 
The  present  market  value  of  the  shares 
did  not,  however,  amount  to  more  than 
jBI, 200,000.    To  a  concern  of  this  kind 
they  were  going  to  make  a  loan  amount- 
ing to  £2,600,000— £1,000, 000  above  the 
nominal  capital  value,  and  about  double 
the  real   capital  value   of  the  concern. 
That  was  a  feature  of  the  agreement 
which   the    House    would    do    well  to 
ponder  over.    Further,  the  loan  was  to 
be  at  2 J  per  cent     The  Admiralty  had 
•evidently  taken  the  advice  of  the  Com- 
mittee presided  over  by  the  noble  Lord, 
and,  although  having  no  doubt  a  financial 
•expert,  it  had   no  shipbuilding  expert. 
The  Report  of  that  Committee  suggested 
that  loans  might  be  made  to  shipping 
companies   at    lower    rates    than  they 
would  otherwise  be  able  to  obtain  them. 
In  the  ordinary  way,  if  a  company  like 
the  Cunard  Company  wanted  a  loan  they 
would  have  to  pay  5  per  cent.;   but  the 
Admiralty  let  them  have  it  at  2f  per 
<3ent.    In  other  words,  the  company  re- 
oeived  State  credit  to  the  extent  of  2J 
per  cent.,  which    was    really  a    bonus 
.amounting  to  nearly  £60,000  a  year,  and 
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to  almost  4  per  cent,  on  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  company.  The  amount  of 
£150,000  which  was  to  be  given  as  hire 
to    the  company  would  pay  nearly  10 

Gr  cent.,  on  their  nominal  capital 
istly,  the  loan  was  to  be  repaid  by 
annual  instalments,  extending  over  a 
period  of  twenty  years.  The  instalments 
would  therefore  amount  to  £130,000,  and 
to  that  should  be  added  interest  amounting 
to  £35,000.  The  Cunard  Company  would 
therefore  pay  the  Government  £165,000  for 
twenty  years.  The  Government  would  pay 
£150,000,  and  the  net  balance  over  and 
above  would  be  £15,000;  and  for  the 
payment  of  that  sum  per  annum,  this 
particular  company,  selected  by  the 
Government,  would  become  the  possessors 
of  two  of  the  most  enormous  vessels  of 
modem  times,  having  a  capital  value  of 
£2,600,000.  He  thought  that  the  finan- 
cial features  of  the  agreement  certainly 
required  some  consideration  from  an 
assembly  of  business  men.  A  transaction 
of  such  magnitude  called  from  the 
Government,  and  especially  from  the 
Admiralty,  for  some  defence. 

He  wished  to  know  how  far  it  was  in- 
tended to  extend  this  new  policy,  and  if 
the  two  ships  were  to  be  the  whole  of  the 
new  fleet  of  subsidised  cruisers  1  If  two 
such  ships  were  not  sufficient^  how  many 
more  would  the  country  be  called  upon  to 
supply  ?  This  policy  was  hinted  at  in  the 
Memorandum  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  which  was  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment at  the  beginning  of  the  session.  It 
was  only  fair  to  say  that  speed  was  laid 
down  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
as  a  first  condition  to  be  attained  under 
the  new  system.  He  declared  that  it 
was  intolerable  that  there  should  be  any 
ship  afloat  which  was  faster  than  any 
ship  under  the  control  of  the  Admiralty ; 
and  it  was  for  this  superiority  of  speed  that 
the  new  system  was  proposed.  There  were, 
however,  certain  points  which  the  (Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  able  to  make  out  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  House.  First  of 
all,  that  the  Admiralty  could  not  itself 
build  ships  capable  of  maintaining  the 
speed  required  to  catch  the  fastest 
merchant  ships.  He  would,  of  course, 
receive  with  respect  what  the  Admiralty 
said  on  that  matter,  but  he  would  receive 
with  astonishment  and  surprise  a  state- 
ment to  the  eflfect  that  it  was  beyond  the 
Eower  of  the  Admiralty  to  design  and 
uild  ships  fast  enough  to  catch  merchant 
2P 
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the  pa^enger  traffic  deserved  some 
consideration  in  that  connection,  k 
further  provision  was  that  in  fixing  suck 
frieghts  and  charges  no  undue  preference 
was  to  be  given  as  against  British  sub- 
jects. What  was  "undue  preference" 
was  a  perfectly  open  question.  As  to 
the  expense  of  maintaining  a  ship  at 
these  high  rates  of  speed,  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Admiralty  ought  to 
make  some  answer  to  the  assertion  that 
it  was  not  by  any  means  clear  that  the 
rate  of  speed  provided  for  by  this  agree- 
ment was  uncommerdal.  Considerations 
had  been  advanced  showing  that  at 
the  present  time,  particularly  on  the 
Atlantic  route,  high  speed  might  be  a 
commercial  speed,  and  although  there 
might  be  a  loss  in  particular  instances, 
yet  the  fact  of  possessing  such  vessd^ 
made  the  fleet,  as  a  whole,  pay  better 
than  if  the  big  vessels  were  not  in  it. 

With  regard  to  the  agreement  with  the 
Morgan  combine  to  which  the  Houie 
was  invited  to  give  its  approval,  he  pre- 
sumed the  Motion  under  discussion  wis 
rendered  necessary  by  the  rules  of  the 
House  relating  to  the  mail  service.  H 
anybody  desired  to  have  his  mind  re- 
assured as  to  the  Morgan  combine  he 
had  only  to  read  this  agreement.  The 
only  objection  he  had  to  it  was  that  it 
was  a  bargain  between  the  British 
Government  and  a  foreign  Government, 
and  that  might  be  said  to  be  a  senti- 
mental objection.  The  agreement 
undertook  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  this  so-called  International 
Company  should  have  what  might  be 
termed  most-favoured-nation  treatment; 
in  other  words,  the  Admiralty  were 
going  to  treat  them  on  even  terms  with 
other  shipping  companies,  and  they  in 
turn  came  under  certain  restriction* 
and  covenants  which,  so  far  as  legal 
contracts  went,  would  keep  the  ships  all 
British,  and  maintain  them  under  the 
British  flag  for  the  term  of  the  agree- 
ment. There  were  also  incidental  terms 
as  tp  the  manning  and  officering  of  th^ 
ships.  He  had  nothing  to  say  by  way 
of  objection  to  those  parts  of  the  agree- 
ment, or  indeed  to  any  portion  of  the 
agreement,  because,  as^he  understood  it, 
the  position  was  tWs:  The  existing 
Oceanic  Steam  Company  agreement 
would  have  to  run  its  natural  course, 
and  when  it  and  all  the  others  expired 


Another  point  on  which  the 
House  ou^ht  to  be  satisfied  was  that  the 
the  British  mercantile  marine  could  not 
be  trusted  to  maintain  its  superiority  in 
point  of  speed  without  the  oflfer  of  special 
inducements  from  the  Admiralty.  Were 
the  Admiralty  and  the  British  mercantile 
marine  about  to  acknowlfdge,  for  the 
first  time  in  history,  that  they  were  unable 
to  cope  with  the  fastest  vessels  of  the 
foreign  mercantile  marine  1  He  could 
hardly  suppose  that  that  would  be  said 
on  behalf  of  the  British  mercantile 
tnarine.  He  would,  however,  assume  that 
neither  the  Admiralty  nor  the  British 
mercantile  marine  could  furnish  the  speed 
required,  but  if  these  propositions  were 
made  good,  it  would  then  be  necessary  to 
show  that  the  speed  required  could  not 
be  obtained  in  a  merchant  ship  except  at 
the  cost  of  the  vessels  provided  for  in 
this  agreement.  The  Government  were 
bound  to  show  that  a  merchant  ship 
could  not  be  obtained  to  maintain  a 
speed  of  24^  knots  unless  it  were 
of  30,000  tons,  and  cost  £1,300,000. 

This  new  proposal  was  in  part,  at  least, 
a  consequence  of  the  panic  brought 
about  last  year  by  the  sudden  creation 
of  the  Morgan  combine.  That  combine 
did  not  now  seem  to  be  so  formidable  as 
when  it  was  first  established,  and  those 
who  were  alarmed  by  it  last  year  were 
now  able  to  sleep  comfortably  in  their 
beds.  It  was  to  that  panic  also  that  he 
attributed  a  good  many  of  the  senti- 
mental features  both  in  this  agreement 
and  in  the  collateral  agreement  with  the 
Morgan  combine;  the  provisions  with 
regard  to  British  ships,  the  British  flag, 
and  British  officers  and  men  appeared  to 
be  traceable  to  that  cause.  The  com- 
pany, having  made  this  bargain  with 
the  Government,  undertook  to  do  certain 
things  of  a  non-naval  character,  and 
how  they  could  be  made  part  of  a  busi- 
ness contract,  such  as  that  under  con- 
sideration, passed  his  comprehension.  The 
company  undertook  to  carry  on  its  own 
business  to  the  best  advantage.  That 
was  an  extraordinary  consideration  to 
enter  into  a  formal  contract.  Another 
provision  was  that  it  should  not  unduly 
raise  the  freights  or  charges  for  the. 
carriage  of  goods  in  any  of  its  services 
What  was  "unduly"  raising  freights t 
Why  was  this  restriction  confined  to 
goods  1  He  would  have  thought  that 
Mr.  Edmund  Robertson. 
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a  new  agreement  would  come  into  force, 
which  would  not  iuYolye  subsidies,  but 
which  would  inyoiye  a  right  to  take  over 
their  ships  on  terms  to  be  agreed  upon. 
The  Morgan  combine,  if  it  had  any 
element  of  danger  in  it  before,  was 
reduced  to  harmlessness  by  this  agree- 
ment, to  which  he  imagined  everybody 
was  prepared  to  assent.  But  the  Cunard 
agreement,  the  remarkable  financial 
effect  of  which  he  had  endeavoured  to 
describe,  was  a  totally  different  matter, 
and  it  was  to  that  that  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  ought  to  be  mainly 
directed.  He  hoped  a  full  and  complete 
defence  on  that  agreement — or,  at 
any  rate,  of  the  portion  involving  the 
payment  of  £2,600,000  by  way  of  loan 
tor  the  building  of  two  ships,  and  the 
yearly  rent  of  £150,000.  simply  because 
they  had  agreed  to  build  those  ships, 
would  be  forthcomings  He  was  not  aware 
of  any  similar  provision  in  any  legislation 
except  the  somewhat  peculiar  clauses 
in  the  Irish  Land  Act  by  which  an  Irish 
landlord  was  able  to  sell  his  estate  and  be 
naid  by  State  money,  and  then  to  buy  it 
back  with  the  use  of  State  credit.    The 

Juestion  would  have  to  be  asked  why  the 
'unard  Company  had  been  selected  for 
this  remarkable  subvention,  and  also 
whether  there  were  to  be  any  more  of 
these  ships,  and  if  so,  how  many  f   If  these 

Suestions  were  satisfactorily  answered, 
[lere  then  arose  the  totally  different  ques- 
tion raised  bythe  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Memberfor  West  Islington,  viz.:  Why,  if 
the  Government  were  obliged  to  resort  to 
the  merchant  navy  for  the  kind  of  ship 
they  wanted,  they  did  not  make  known 
the  conditions  upon  which  they  were  pre- 
pared to  make  these  advances,  in  order 
that  there  might  have  been  some  com- 
petition ? 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  asked  the 
House  to  look  at  the  matter  from  a 
business  standpoint.  It  was  an  extra- 
ordinary proceeding  that,  at  the  very  close 
of  the  session,  they  should  be  asked  to 
consider  a  new  and  lar^e  question  of  this 
kind.  He  did  not  wish  to  make  the 
slightest  reflection  on  the  Cunard 
Company.  That  company,  he  believed, 
was  a  credit  to  the  country,  and  he  had 
always  heard  it  spoken  of  in  high  terms. 
It  was  not  the  business  of  the  House  to 
make  any  reflection  on  the    company, 


however  severely  they  might  criticise  the 
agreement.     The    agreement    had    four 
parts.     The  first  related  to  this  large  loan 
at  a  very  low  rate  of  interest.   The  object 
of    the    loan    was    to    place  a  trading 
company  in  funds,  without  the  slightest 
restriction  being  placed  on  the  manner  in 
which  the  money  was  to  be  spent,  except 
that  it  was  to  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
company.    That   was  an  extremely   bad 
precedent  to  set,    and    it  was    a  great 
pity    that    such    a     step     should     be 
proposed  at  a  time  when  it  could  not 
be  properly  appreciated  by  the  House  of 
Commons.    Why  was  this  one  company 
picked  out,  and  this  large  loan  granted 
to  it,  without  strict  inquiry  as  to  whether 
some  other  company  of  equally  good  stand- 
ing would  be  willing  to  carry  out  the 
conditions  with  a  less  serious  oMigation 
on  the  country  1    The  second  part  of  the 
agreement  was  for   the  payment  of  a 
large  annual  subsidy.      That  was  dis- 
tinctly against  the  recommendations  of 
the  recent  Committee  on  Shipping  Sub- 
sidies, the  general  tenure  of  whose  Report 
was  to  discourage  the  policy  of  granting 
subsidies.    When  the  Naval   Estimates 
were  before  the  House  it  ai^)eared  that 
the  Admiralty  fully  accepted  that  Report, 
both   in  letter  and   in    spirit,  by    the 
abandonment  of  existing  subsidies,  and 
one  would  have  supposed    that    they 
would  have  pursued  that  policy  a  little 
further.     There  mieht    possibly   be   a 
special  case  to  be  made  out  for  the  new 
subsidy,  but  at  any  rate  it  had  not  been 
put  before  the  House.    It  seemed  very 
strange  that,  so  soon  after  steps  had  been 
taken   against  the   policy  of  subsidies, 
this  extravagant    bargain  should  have 
been  rushed  into.    Upon  what  Estimates 
was  the  payment  of  this  subsidy  to  be 
borne?     It    ought   to   appear   on   the 
Naval    Estimates;  that   would   be  the 
most  regular  way  in  which  to  deal  with 
it.      He   did    not  believe   the   country 
would  get  the  least  return  for  the  sub- 
sidy; in  fact,  a  careful  study   of  the 
agreement   showed    that    the    bargain 
would   rather    tie   the    hands    of    the 
Government.       The      answer      would 

E*^  My  be  that  they  had  the  right  of 
or  purchasing  the  boats  on  terms 
in  the  agreement.  His  objection 
to  that  was  that  we  had  entered  into  the 
bargain  with  regard  to  hire  and  purchase 
quite  prematurely,  and  the  tendency  of 
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the  bargain  would  be  to  tie  our  hands  | 
and  to  lay  greater  obligations  on  the 
country. 

The  third  part  of  the  agreement 
related  to  hiring,  and  that  ou^ht  to 
be  very  carefully  studied  by  the  House. 
The  rates  on  which  these  ships  were  to 
be  taken  were  extremely  high.  In  time 
of  war  high  rates  might  hare  to  be  paid, 
and  the  only  advantage  of  making  a 
bargain  in  advance  was  that  of  securing 
more  reasonable  term&  The  rates  vari^ 
according  to  the  speed  of  the  ship,  and 
ran  from  25s.  per  ton  per  month  on 
the  ^oss  register,  down  to  17s.  or  20s. 
in  the  case  of  the  smaller  ships.  In 
twelve  months,  imder  the  agreement,  they 
would  pav  the  full  price  of  nearly  all  the 
ships,  while  in  the  case  of  the  larger 
ships,  if  the  engagement  went  on  for 
fifteen  or  sixteen  months,  even  they 
would  be  fairly  paid  for.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  if  such  an  agreement  was  made 
so  long  in  advance,  with  one  particular 
company,  much  better  terms  ought  to 
have  been  obtained.  It  was  not  even 
stated  that  these  were  the  maximum 
rates ;  they  would  be  bound  to  pay  these 
extravagant  prices  if  the  ships  were  taken. 
In  what  way  were  these  rates  fixed  1  The 
Committee  seemed  to  have  proceeded  in  a 
rough-and-ready  way,  and  their  maximum 
proposals  had  been  embodied  in  the 
agreement.  The  House  ought  really  to 
have  some  defence  of  these  extraordinary 
and  extravagant  figures.  It  would  have 
been  much  better  to  have  left  the  matter 
until  an  emergency  arose,  or,  if  the 
bargain  was  to  be  made  at  once,  to 
have  secured  competition.  The  fourth 
psurt  of  the  agreement  gave  the  right  to 
purchase  all  the  fleet  of  this  company. 
A  price  had  been  stated  of  the  value  of 
the  ships  on  the  29th  September,  and  the 
Government  were  to  have  the  right  to 
purchase'them  at  that  rate  subject  to  a 
certain  depreciation.  But  the  tendency 
was  to  majce  that  price  the  actual  amount 
that  the  country  would  have  to  pay,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  very  high  price. 
These  were  the  four  aspects  of  the 
question  which,  in  his  opimon,  ought  to 
be  carefully  studied  by  the  House  before 
they  sanctioned  this  agreement.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dundee  that  the  Government  had 
rushed  into  the  matter  in  a  moment  of 
panic,  and  the  whole  agreement  seemed 
to  be  a  crowning  instance    of  the   ex- 

Mr,  Lough, 


travagance  of  the  present  Administration. 
Complaints  had  been  made  for  some 
time  past  of  the  rate  at  which  public 
expenditure  was  growing,  and  the 
Government  seemed  to  have  determined 
at  the  end  of  the  session  to  give  one 
final  kick,  and  that  to  be  the  worst  of 
all.  The  policy  of  the  loan  was  bad,  the 
subsidy  would  require  a  great  deal  of 
justification,  and  the  other  clauses  were 
most  extraordinary  to  have  been  adopted 
before  the  emergency  arose.  He  begged 
to  move. 

Mr.  H.  J.  WILSON  (Yorkshiw, 
W.R.,  Holmfirth)  seconded 

Amendment  proposed — 

*«  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That,*  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  and  add  the  words 
'  this  House  regrets  that  an  arrangement  wu 
made  with  the  Cunard  Steamship  Compsoy 
without  first  ascertaining  hy  public  oompetition 
the  terms  upon  which  the  Government  require- 
ments might  have  been  met  by  other  com- 
panies.' "—(Mr,  Lough,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Debate  arising. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
Clock,  the  Debate  stood  adjoiuned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING. 


CUNARD  STEAMSHIP  COMPANY  AND 
INTERNATIONAL  MERCANTILE 
MARINE  COMPANY  (AGREEMENTS). 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  to  Question 
[12th  August],  "That  the  Agreement 
dated  the  30th  day  of  Julv,  1903, 
entered  into  between  His  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Cunard  Steamship 
Company,  Limited,  printed  in  Command 
Paper,  No.  1 703.  and  the  Agreement  dated 
the  Ist  day  of  August,  1903,  entered 
into  between  His  Majesty's  Government 
and  the  International  Mercantile  Marine 
Company  and  others,  printed  in  Com- 
mand Paper,  No.  1704,  be  approved."— 
(Mr.  Gerald  Balfowr.) 
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Which  Amendment  was — 

"To  leave  out  from  the  word  *That/  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  and  add  the  words  'this 
House  regrets  that  an  arrangement  was  made 
with  the  Cunard  Steamship  Company  without 
first  ascertaining  by  pubho  competition  the 
terms  up^on  which  the  Grovemment  require- 
ments might  have  been  met  by  other  com- 
panies.* "—(3fr.  Laugh.) 

Question  again  proposed,  ''That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question/' 


Debate  resumed. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  (York- 
shire, Shipley)  said  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Islington  was  Yery 
much  the  same  kind  of  speech  a«>  that 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee,  who 
also  seemed  to  suggest  that  this  agree- 
ment was  wrong  because  it  gave  an 
unreasonable  preference  to  the  Cunard 
Steamship  Company.  He  ventured  to 
suggest  that  the  circumstances  which 
surrounded  the  initiation  of  this  contract 
left  the  Government  very  little  or  no 
choice.  They  had  no  desire  to  give  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  benefit  to  the 
Cunard  Steamship  Company.  The  fact 
that  that  company  might  make  money 
in  the  future  out  of  that  agreement  was 
no  argument  against  the  agreement. 
The  reason  that  there  was  not  now  in 
the  shipping  trade  that  feeling  of  panic 
which  existed  two  years  ago,  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dundee  referred,  was 
entirely  owing  to  this  agreement.  Two 
years  ago  the  American  millionaires  had 
invaded  almost  every  sphere  of  trading 
in  Qreat  Britain ;  they  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  match-making  trade  and  the 
manufacture  of  electric  tramways  and 
other  things,  and,  in  fact,  there  was 
scarcely  a  single  branch  of  British  trade 
in  which  American  capital  had  not  been 
used  for  the  purpose  of  absorbing  the 
British  interest;  and, finally, theAmerican 
millionaires  threatened  the  shipping 
trade,  not  in  any  particular  section,  but 
in  every  direction,  and  more  particularly 
in  the  direction  of  the  Atlantic  trade. 
The  situation  was  that  8,010  American 
millionaires,  who  had  control  of  the  whole 
of  the  railways  in  America,  conceived  the 
possibility  of  obtaining  control  of  the 
shipping.    If  the  same  group  of  million- 


aires who  controlled  the  railways  were 
able  to  get  hold  of  the  passenger  and 
freight  trade  carried  on  between  Great 
Britain  and  America  they  would  have 
been  able  to  establish  a  monopoly  and 
charge  what  they  pleased.  That  was  the 
object  of  Mr.  Pierpont  Morgan,  and 
eventually  some  half-dozen  steamship 
lines  became  absorbed  in  the  American 
combination.  The  Cunard  Steamship 
Company  alone  hekl  out,  not  from  any 
patriotic  motives,  but  purely  as  a  matter 
of  business.  They  were  like  the  last 
voter  of  a  corrupt  borough  before  the 
Ballot  Act;  who  kept  back  his  vote  to 
the  last  in  order  to  get  the  biggest  price. 
If  the  Cunard  Steamship  Company  had 
succumbed,  the  object  the  American 
millionaires  had  in  view  would  have  been 
accomplished ;  and  it  was,  therefore,  a 
patriotic  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  make,  if  necessary,  some  sacri- 
fice for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a 
monopoly  being  established  to  our  detri- 
ment. He  did  not  believe  a  sacrifice  in 
the  sense  in  which  he  spoke  had  been 
made.  The  Government  had  made  a 
bargain  which  was  exceedingly  beneficial 
to  the  country  at  large  which  even  now 
was  capable  of  a  complete  defence  against 
the  attacks  made  upon  it. 

We  could  not  deal  with  questions  of  this 
kind  on  the  financial  basis  which  had 
been  laid  down  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dundee.  The  Government,  in 
exchange  for  this  concession  which  they 
had  given  to  the  Cunard  Steamship 
Company,  got,  in  the  first  place,  a  contract 
from  the  Cunard  Steamship  Company 
to  build  two  vessels  which  were  never 
likely  to  pay  their  way,  and  which 
would  be  run  at  a  loss  of  about  £150,000 
a  year,  and  which  would  run  at  a  speed 
of  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  knots  an 
hour,  and  the  di£ference  between  the 
policy  announced  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  of  the  abolition  of  sub- 
sidies to  existing  vessels,  and  the  policy 
set  forth  in  this  agreement  was  that  in 
the  one  case  the  subsidy  was  given  to 
existing  vessels,  and  in  the  other  an 
amount  of  money  was  given  as  an 
inducement  to  shipowners  to  build  a 
particular  cbss  of  ship  which  would  not 
otherwise  have  been  built.  These  vessels 
would  be  of  a  higher  speed  than  any 
other  vessel  afloat  either  for  the  purposes 
of  war  or  commerce,  and  the  advantage 
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of  such  vessels  to  the  Navy  would  be 
enormous,  because  they  would  be  in  actual 
running,  always  ready  for  use,  with  no 
risk  of  breakdown  such  as  has  occurred 
to  ships  suddenly  brought  out,  ready, 
subject  to  some  very  few  alterations  and 
the  shipping  of  their  guns,  for  immediate 
service  as  cruisers  or  troopships.  It  was 
quite  true  that  the  Admiralty  could 
build  such  ships  for  themselves,  but  they 
would  come  as  a  charge  on  the  Naval 
Estimates,  whereas  now  the  money  would 
be  subscribed  by  the  public  on  the 
guarantee  of  the  Government.  The 
crews  of  these  vessels  would  belong  to 
the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  and  the  Fleet 
Reserve,  and  would  be  in  constant  train- 
ing, and  these  vessels  could  be  used  for 
training  fresh  men  and  officers  from 
time  to  time.  The  loan  was  extremely 
well  secured  as  the  £2,500,000 
was  secured,  by  a  property  worth 
£4,500,000.  Another  advantage  was 
that  this  company  was  bound  to  remain 
British,  and  there  could  be  no  attempt  in 
the  future  on  the  part  of  the  American 
millionaires  to  restore  and  continue  the 
panic  of  two  years  ago  by  attempting  to 
create  a  monopoly.  He  gave  his  hearty 
approval  to  this  agreement  in  all  its  details 
because  it  had  removed  the  danger, 
under  the  fear  of  which  they  were  labour- 
ing. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) 
thought  this  was  purely  a  matter  of 
business,  and  that  from  a  financial  point 
of  view  the  Government  had  got  the 
best  of  the  bargain.  When  the  subsidy 
of  £150,000  per  annum  was  divided 
among  the  nineteen  steamers  it  would 
only  represent  £8,000  for  each,  which 
was  not  much  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Government  could  take  them  practi- 
cally at  any  time  they  wanted  them. 
And  when  the  interest  to  be  paid  by 
the  Cunard  Company  on  the  loan  was 
added  to  the  one-twentieth  of  the 
ca^Htal  sum  to  be  paid  back  and  deducted 
from  the  total  subsidy,  the  balance  was 
only  about  £16,500  per  annum.  The 
crux  of  the  whole  question  was  the  speed 
of  the  two  new  vessels  which  were  to  be 
built.  Ostensibly  they  were  to  steam 
twenty-four  and  a  half  knots.  But  if 
the  Admiralty  were  going  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  designing  or 
SirFortescue  Flanmery, 


engineering  he  could  only  say  ''Lord  help 
them,"  for  the  Admiralty  had  never  yet 
built  a  ship  which  had  the  speed  designed 
for     her.       If    these    vessels  did  not 
steam     twenty-four  and  a  half    knots 
continuously,  the  money  would  be  thrown 
away.       In    order    to   do    that    these 
vessels  were  required    to  develop  enor- 
mous   horse   power— 70,000  or  20,000 
horse     power      through     each    screw. 
When  they  looked  at  the  risk  the  Govern- 
ment was  taking,  he  dreaded  that,  unless 
this  matter  was  gone   into  thoroughly, 
and  if  those  vessels  failed  in  their  speed, 
the  Government  had  made  a  bad  bargain. 
It  had  been  asked  why  had   the  Admir- 
alty not  decided  to  build  the  ships  them- 
selves 1    He  had  **  many  a  time  and  oft" 
directed  attention   to  the   fast  cruisers 
built  by  the  Government  at  nearly  the 
price  of  these  vessels,  and  he  was  sorry 
to  say  that  they  had  never  been  able  to 
attain  their  designed  speed.  Therefore  the 
Government  were  perfectly  right  to  go 
to  private  builders  and   get  the  vessels 
built  from  merchant  shipping  designs. 
By  getting  command  of  the  whole  fleet 
of  this  company  upon   tlie  terms  they 
had  secured  he  thought  the  Government 
had  done  a   very  wise  action,   because 
they  could  not   build   those  large  ships 
and  put  in  such  enormous  engines  and 
make  them  pay.     He  thought  that  the 
Government  had  done  a  very  good  and 
sensible  bit  of  business  in  this  agreement, 
provided  that  they  saw  that  the  vessels 
were  all  right.      He  congratulated  the 
Government,  therefore,  on  the  move  they 
had  made,  but  he  warned  them  that,  if  the 
vessels  were  not  properly  designed, if  their 
engines  were  not  properly  dimensioned 
and  the  three  screws   were  not  in  the 
proper  place,  they  would  never  get  the 
designed   speed   continuously,    and  the 
whole  of  their  undertaking  would  be  an 
unmitigated  failure  and  a  disgrace  to  the 
country. 

*Mr,  CHARLES  McARTHUR  (Liver 
pool,  Exchange)  said  it  was  satisfactory 
to  note  that  whatever  criticisms  of  ad 
adverse  character  had  been  made  id 
the  cause  of  this  debate  they  had  been 
made  with  moderation,  and  those 
criticisms  had  been  directed  more 
against  the  deUils  of  this  proposal  than 
against  the  principle    of   it.    The  hon. 
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Member  for  Islington  had  asked   why 
public      competition      had    not     been 
nvited  1      The  answer  to  that  question 
was  that  it  was  not  a   case  in  which 
competition   could   be   applied,    because 
there  was  only  a  very  limited   class  of 
vessels  that  could  give  services  of  this 
nature,  because  the  great  bulk  of  their 
steamers    were    not    vessels    of     that 
character.       Only   ships  of  great  size 
and    speed  and    coal    capacity     could 
perform  the  duties  required  under  this 
agreement.        He    agreed      with     the 
remarks  of  the    hon.  Member  opposite 
that  this  matter  should  not  be  looked 
at  from  sentimental  considerations  only. 
He  did  not  wish  to  disparage  the  very 
important  considerations  brought    for- 
ward by   his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Shipley.     He  agreed  with  him  that 
this    company  had    refused  to  fall  in 
with    the    American  combination    and 
had  stood  out  although   sorely  tempted. 
It  was  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the 
country  that  they  should  be   able  to 
secure   the  very  best  steamers  to  carry 
the  mails  in  time  of  peace  and  to  act  as 
auxiliaries  to  the  Navy  in  time  of  war. 
The  Gk)vemment  by  this  proposal   had 
undertaken  to  give  employment  to  the 
vessels     belonging    to    the     companies 
included  in  the  International  Mercantile 
Marine  Company.    The  companies,   on 
the   other  hand,    had  contracted   that 
these  vessels  should    remain  British    as 
regarded     roister,     their  oflScers    and 
a  proportion  of  the  crew.     He  thought 
that  was  a  very  fair  bargain. 

The  necessity  for  the  Cunard  agreement 
arose  from  the  fact  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  very  swiftest  steamers, 
the  finest  patterns  of  naval  architecture, 
were  no  longer  to  be  found  under  the 
British  flag.  That  was  simply  because 
they  could  not  be  built  on  commercial 
hnes.  That  had  been  shown  by  the 
Eeport  of  the  Subsidies  Committee,  and 
also  by  the  Report  of  the  Cruisers 
Committee.  The  increase  of  cost  in 
providing  each  additional  knot  of  speed 
had  greatly  increased  out  of  proportion  to 
the  cost  of  the  previous  speeds,  and  on 
that  account  the  figures  mounted  up  to 
•such  a  point  that  these  vessels  were  so 
costly  to  build  and  maintain  that  they 
•could  not  be  run  for  commercial  purposes. 
That  was  the  reason  why  our  shipowners 
had  not  built  them.    Did  they  think  the 


Cunard  Company  and  the  White  Star 
Line  would  have  allowed  the  blue  riband 
of  the  Atlantic  to  be  wrested  from  their 
hands  if  they  had  been  able  to  provide 
these  vessels  ?    That  could  not  be  done, 
and  if  the  Government   wanted  these 
vessels  for  national  purposes  they  must 
either  build  them  themselves  or  else  assist 
the  shipowners  to  provide  them.    Sup 
posihg  we   did  not    provide  them  our- 
selves, we  should  have  to  depend  upon 
foreigners  to  carry  our  mails,  and  we 
had  not  fallen  so  low  as  that  yet.    In 
time  of  war  the  position  would  be  more 
serious,  as  if  we  had   not  the  quickest 
ships  in    the    world  that   would   be  a 
menace    to    British  commerce.      These 
foreign  ships  of  higher  speed  would  prey 
upon  our  shipping.    They  would  form 
links  of  communication  between  hostile 
fleets,   and  we  would  have    nothing   to 
place  against  them.   Therefore  the  vessels 
of  exceptional  speed  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  build  under  this  agreement  were 
of  the  greatest  importance,  from  the  naval 
point  of  view,  as  scouts  and  means  of 
communication  between  different  fleets. 
Wo  got  these  vessels  by  this  arrangement 
on  very  moderate  terms.     If  the  country 
had  to  provide  them  as  part  of  the  Navy, 
the  country  would  have  to  pay  the  cost  of 
building  them  and  of  maintaining  them, 
and  probably  maintaining  them   doing 
nothing.    Whereas,  under  the  agreement 
the  country  really  got  them  for  nothing. 
They  were  provilwl  really  \«  it  bout  cost 
to  the  Government  [Opposition    Cries 
of    "Ohr*]  because    the    Government 
advanced  a  loan,  and  that  loan  would  be 
paid  off. 

Mr.  lough  :  And  the  subsidy  1 

*Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR  said  he 
would  now  deal  with  the  subsidy,  which  he 
thought  was  misnar  ed.  This  £150,000 
paid  by  the  Government  was  compensa- 
tion for  the  loss  necessarily  incurred  in 
working  these  vessels  on  commercial  lines. 
That  was  shown  in  the  Report  of  the 
Cruisers  Committee,  which  showed  that 
a  speed  of  between  twenty-four  and 
twenty-five  knots  would  involve  a  loss 
per  annum  of  something  like  £125,000, 
or  for  the  two  vessels  ^£250,000,  a  year 
by  working  them  on  commercial  lines. 
Against  that  loss  the  Government  pai4 
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the  Cunard  Company  £150,000  on  the 
t  wo  vessels.  Therefore,  he  said  this 
.  subsidy  was  to  make  up  the  loss  which 
was  necessarily  to  be  incurred  in  running 
these  vessels,  which  were  built  of  excep- 
tional speed  for  Govemment  and  national 
purposes.  That,  he  contended,  was  a 
very  good  arrangement,  but  he  could  not 
say  it  was  a  profitable  arrangement  for 
the  Cunard  Company.  It  was  quite 
possible  a  loss  might  be  incurred  in 
running  the  vessels  at  a  high  speed. 
What  did  the  Cunard  Company  give  in 
reti  rn  ?  In  the  first  place,  they  guaran- 
teed the  British  character  of  these  vessela 
The  shares  were  to  be  British,  the 
directors  British,  and  the  principal 
officers,  the  master-engineers,  and  three- 
fourths  of  the  crews  were  to  be  British 
subjects,  while  half  of  the  crew  were  to 
belong  to  the  Naval  Reserve.  They  placed 
the  whole  of  their  fleet  at  the  service  of 
the  Government  to  buy  or  hire,  and  they 
2U;reed  not  to  hire  or  sell  any  vessels  of 
their  fleet  without  the  previous  consent 
of  the  Government,  and  they  gave  the 
Grovernment  a  controlUng  interest  in  all 
mattersaffecting  this  agreement.  Thecom- 
pany  virtually  surrendered  its  independ- 
ence and  became  virtually  a  State  concern. 
They  had  resisted  the  temptation  to  throw 
in  their  lot  with  the  foreign  combination. 
They  had  remained  true  and  faithful 
to  British  interests  and  therefore  he 
thought  the  agreement  was  profitable 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation  he 
hoped  it  would  be  profitable  to  the 
Cunard  Company,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
be  unanimously  approved  by  the  House. 

*Mr.  REA  (Gloucester)  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  Islington's  Ainendment  was 
directed  to  the  absence  of  competition  for 
this  contract  which  the  Government  had 
made,  but  the  Grovemment  were  not  to 
be  blamed  for  that.  The  area  of  competi- 
tion was  extremely  limited.  There  were 
no  ships  engaged  in  any  trade  in  the  world 
which  were  capable  of  performing  the 
services  which  the  Admiralty  required  ex- 
cept those  engaged  in  this  particular  trade. 
Therefore  the  area  of  competition  was 
confined  to  the  Cunard  Company  and  the 
International  Combine ;  the  Government 
had  made  a  bargain  with  each  of  these 
companies.  Another  reason  why  the 
ships  in  this  particular  trade  should  be 
preferred  to  any  others  for  the  service  of 
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the  Admiralty  was  the  fact  that  tliey 
were  more  available  in  time  of  war, 
for  they  were  always  at  work  and 
always  to  hand.  He  would  give  as  an 
instance  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
United  States  had  prepared  foui  ships 
for  sea  in  the  Spanish  American  war. 
Those  vessels  at  the  time  the  war  hrokt 
out  were  engaged  in  this  particular  tiade 
between  Southampton  and  New  YoA, 
On  the  13th  and  14th  of  April,  1898 
the  United  States  requisitioned  those 
steamers  and  one  day  later  two  of  them 
sailed  from  Southampton,  having  aban- 
doned all  their  contracts,  and  eleven 
days  after  that  they  were  coaled,  aimed, 
and  manned,  and  ready  for  use  in  New 
York.  They  were  ready  just  in  time 
to  enable  General  Miles  to  take  his  army 
at  the  moment  when  he  renuired  it,  and 
this  prompt  action  did  muon  toward  the 
speedy  settlement  of  the  war.  Not  only 
this,  but  these  very  vessels  discovered 
the  position  of  the  Spanish  Fleet,  when 
all  the  world  was  wondering  where 
Admiral  Cervera  was.  There  was  no 
doubt  about  it  that  the  services  which 
those  mercantile  cruisers  rendered  during 
that  war  were  of  inestimable  value.  The 
question  in  regard  to  this  proposal  made 
by  the  Government  was  whether  they 
were  paying  too  much.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  the  House  must  be  convinced 
that  steamers  of  this  character  could 
not  be  run  upon  commercial  lines.  He 
believed  it  was  a  fact  that  the  amounts 
to  be  paid  under  this  agreement  were 
arrived  at  before  the  Report  of  the  Mixed 
Commission  was  issued,  and  that  Report 
was  a  striking  confirmation  of  the 
arrangement  made  under  this  agreement 
The  price  estimated  by  that  Gommissioo 
for  vessels  to  run  between  twenty-four 
and  twenty-five  knots  per  hour  was 
£130,000  or  £260,000  for  two  steamers. 
That  Report  was  based  on  a  ten  years 
agreement,  but  this  agreement  was  for 
twenty  years.  Taking  into  account  the 
actual  valuation  and  estimates  made  hj 
this  Commission  and  the  bargain  made 
by  the  Grovernment,  he  really  did  not 
think  that  the  Cunard  Company  had 
very  much  to  congratulate  themselves 
upon.  On  the  whole  he  was  inclined  to 
congratulate  the  Cunard  Company  more 
upon  their  courage  in  undertaking  thi» 
contract  than  upon  their  luck  in  getting 
it. 
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Then  there  was  the  question  of  the 
other  agreement  with  the  International 
CJompany.  He  was  aware  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  and  others 
thought  the  Govemment  had  not  been 
dealing  with  the  right  people  in  negoti- 
ating with  a  foreim  firm  under  the 
cover  of  the  British  flag,  under  which 
they  could  work  their  steamei's  at 
20  per  cent  less  cost  than  under 
the  American  fla^,  but  he  forgot  to  say 
thev  could  be  wo^ed  for  10  percent,  less 
still  under  the  Belgian  or  a  Scandinayian 
flag.  These  ships  had  English  managing 
owners,  men  of  the  highest  standing  and 
atnlity,  and  they  were  responsible  to 
British  law.  It  was  quite  true  that  the 
shares  in  this  company  were  all  owned 
by  another  organisation  registered  at 
New  Jersey  in  the  United  States,  but  the 
ultimate  ownership  of  the  company  was 
international.  He  remembered  that  he 
made  a  statement  in  this  House  last  year 
that  the  preponderance  of  the  ownership 
of  this  company  was  American.  He  made 
a  mistake  on  that  occasion.  At  that 
time  the  preponderance  was  British,  and 
he  believed  that  the  proportion  had  not 
very  much  varied  between  that  time  and 
this.  The  ships  were  British  built  in 
British  yards,  they  employed  British 
labour,  and  they  were  repaired  by  British 
labour.  Their  captains,  officers,  engineers 
and  crew  were  British.  Many  of  the 
men  belonged  to  the  Royal  Navy 
Reserve  and  were  available  for  every 
service.  The  United  States'  share  in 
the  internati^al  arrangement  was 
simply  that  they  got  their  dividends 
when  earned.  The  designers  of  this 
international  combination  were  accused 
of  two  things.  They  were  accused  of 
being  cosmopolitan  capitalists,  and  they 
were  accused  of  being  conspirators 
against  British  supremacy  on  the  ocean 
in  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 
He  would  ask  whether  it  was  impossible 
to  believe  that  the  gentlemen  who  after 
very  long  consideration  had  joined  in  in- 
ternational co-operation  rather  than  in  in- 
ternational competition,  were  animated  by 
larger  ideas.  No  doubt  they  had  ideas 
of  dividends,  but  was  it  not  possible  to 
believe  that  they  thought  of  political  and 
international  amity.  He  should  like  to 
quote  the  words  of  an  American  Civil 
Servant.     In  his  last  annual  report  the 


Commissioner  of  Navigation  for  the 
United  States  said : — 

**  The  organisation  of  a  steamship  alliance  of 
such  magnitude,  international  in  character  as 
well  as  in  name — for  the  vessels  will  be  under 
the  American,  British,  Grerman,  Belgian,  and 
possibly  other  flags — is  a  matter  of  public 
oonoem  both  in  the  United  States  and  abroad. 
In  the  event  of  war,  especially  one  in  which 
the  United  States  is  not  a  party,  it  suffffesta 
unusual  possibilities.  A  war  involving  Great 
Britain  with  a  Continental  maritime  power 
would  imperil  much  American  property  at  sea- 
under  the  British  flag.  A  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  might  place 
our  warships  in  the  singular  position  of 
capturing  as  prizes  of  war  British  steamers 
in  which  our  own  capital  was  heavily  invested.' 

But  he  goes  on  to  say — 

"Contingencies  of  war  are  remote,  and  for 
manifest  reasons,  this  steamship  aUiance  will 
become  an  agency  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  of  nations. 

He  confessed  that  he  approved  of  the^ 
arrangement  the  (Government  had  made 
with  the  Cunard  Company.  He  believed 
it  would  restore  our  supremacy  on  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  but  he  did  not  the  less 
congratulate  them  for  having  risen 
superior  to  the  prejudice  which  foundi 
strong  expression  las  year,  and  having: 
taken  a  course  which  he  believed  was^ 
necessary  to  stamp  on  this  steamship 
combination  a  genuine  international 
character — a  character  which  he  believed 
was  sought  by  its  promoters. 

♦Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Aston  Manor) 
said  the  hon.  Membersfor  Gateshead,  Ship- 
ley and  Gloucester  had  admirably  reviewed 
the  financial  aspect  of  the  agreement 
the  Government  had  made.  He  desired 
for  his  part  to  cordially  congratulate 
the  Government  upon  this  agreement. 
He  did  not  do  so  as  a  blind  adherent 
of  the  Government.  He  thought  the 
House  would  give  him  credit  for  that. 
He  thought  that  the  Government  rose 
to  the  occasion  when  last  year  the 
country  was  in  a  state  of  panic  with 
regard  to  the  Morgan  combine,  and 
dealt  with  the  situation  in  a  levd-headed 
and  satisfactory  way.  No  doubt  com- 
paratively little  notice  had  been  taken 
of  this  agreement  by  the  public,  and  he 
thought  that  was  really  a  matter  of 
praise.  It  showed  that  the  country  was 
content  with  it,  and  he  believed  that 
the  panic  which  existed  at  the  time 
had  largely   subsided    because    of    the 
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agreement  that  had  been  made.  Nobody 
could  deny  that  a  panic  did  exist,  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  worth  while 
to  read  to  the  House  one  or  two  state- 
ments made  at  the  time  the  combine 
took  place.  Referring  to  the  Morgan 
combine  one  journal  said— 

*'  A  cursory  examination  of  these  instructiye 
coyenants  leaves  a  distinctly  unpleasant  im- 
pression on  the  mind.  •  .  .  We  have  been 
told  that  there  need  be  no  question  of  the 
transfer  of  our  great  passenger  Beets  to  foreign 
ownership  and  control  .  .  .  But  a  mere 
recital  of  the  leading  provisions  of  the  agree- 
ment will  show  that  there  is  abundant  ground 
for  the  anxiety  which  has  found  expression 
since  the  first  rumours  of  the  proposed  amal- 
gamation were  published." 

A  letter  mentioned  in  that  article 
to  justify  the  language  used,  was 
-written  at  that  time  by  Messrs  J.  P. 
Morgan  and  Co.,  and  stated  that  in 
their  opinion  it  might  be  an  essential 
•condition  to  the  completion  of  the  con- 
tract between  themselves  and  the  various 
shipping  companies  forming  the  com- 
bine that  the  majority  of  the  shares  of 
the  new  corporation  should  at  the  out- 
•set  be  held  in  America.  Then  the 
article  said : — 

*'  If  this  proceeding  passes  unchallenged,  we 
may  find  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  that 
nearly  all  the  swift  steamers  on  which  we 
rely  as  auxUiaries  to  the  Royal  Navy  in  case 
of  emergency  have  passed  under  foreign  domi- 
nation. We  cannot  say  that  the  dianger  is 
altogether  imaginary,  or  that,  in  the  light  of 
this  audacious  enternrise,  we  are  conjuring  up 
visionary  terrors.  The  publication  of  the  con- 
tract seems  at  any  rat<%  to  render  it  imperative 
that  the  Government  should  let  us  know  what 
action  they  propose  to  take  in  a  matter  of  such 
vital  importance  to  our  national  existence." 

That  was  published  in  a  leading  article 
in  the  Standard  of  9th  May,  1902.  The 
hon.  Mem  berfor  West  Islingtonhad  moved 
an  Amendment  which  suggested  that 
the  Government  ought  to  have  asked  for 
■competition  in  this  matter,  and  ought 
not  at  once  to  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  Cunard  Company.  He  thought  the 
hon.  Member  for  Gloucester  had  answered 
that  objection  when  he  said  that  the 
Cunard  Company  only  had  the  vessels 
which  the  Government  were  in  need  of. 
The  essence  of  the  solution  of  this  matter 
was  promptness ;  and  if  the  Government 
had  invited  tenders,  the  House  might 
not  even  now  be  discussing  the  agreement 

Mr.  Evelyn  CeciU 


before  it,  nor  was  there  any  guarantee 
that  the  Cunard  Company  would  not  have 
joined  the  combine.  It  was  true  that 
they  held  out  up  to  the  time  t.hat  His 
Majesty's  Government  approached  them, 
but  if  there  had  been  delay  through 
asking  for  tenders,  it  was  quite  poflsible 
that  the  Cunard  Company  which  was 
the  one  company  that  could  stand  up 
against  the  Morgan  Combine,  would 
have  fi^one  over  to  it,  and  then  it  would 
have  been  no  longer  possible  to  negotiate 
with  them.  Now  even  the  British 
Morgan  Companies  remained  under 
British  control,  in  consideration  of 
their  being  treated  in  all  respects  like 
British  Companies,  entitled  to  future 
1  enefits,  and  what  to  his  mind  was 
quite  as  important,  bound  by  future 
reegulations. 

The  agreement  entered  into  with  the 
Cunard  Company  was  essentially  an 
Admiralty  agreement  except  as  regards 
Part  2  which  dealt  with  the  mails. 
The  Admiralty  beheved  that  it  was  more 
economical  to  subsidise  swift  merchant 
steamers  than  to  build  naval  ships,  and 
as  these  two  vessels,  which  were  to  be 
capable  of  steaming  24^  knots,  were 
required  for  the  Navy,  he  thought  that 
the  subsidy  of  £150,000  a  year  was  not 
excessive.  It  was  necessary  to  remember 
that  these  ships  would  not  have  been 
guilt  without  a  subsidy ;  that  they  would 
be  essentially  British  ships,  built  in 
British  yards,  and  manned  as  far  as 
possible  by  British  crew4,  and  that  they, 
as  well  as  the  other  Cunard  ships,  were 
to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Gk)vernment  for  purchase  or  hire. 
This  might  involve  some  disorganisation 
in  the  business  of  the  Cunard  Company, 
for  which  he  thought  it  was  reasonable 
that  they  should  be  paid  as  proposed. 
This  was  a  subsidy  for  services  rendered. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Islington 
was  mistaken  in  alleging  that  the 
Steamship  Subsidies  Committee  had 
disapproved  the  granting  of  a  subsidy 
of  this  character.  He  supposed  that 
the  paragraph  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  referred  was  the  one  that 
said — 

•'  Your  Committee,  after  due  consideration, 
is  of  opinion  that  the  principle  of  subeidiet  by, 
or  for  the  Admiralty  i«  only  justified  f« 
obtaining  a  limited  number  of  vesseb  of  the 
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attended  to  throughout  the  agreement 
with  the  Cunard  Company.  Two  of 
the  provisions  provided  against  the 
undue  raising  of  freights,  and  the 
giving  of  undue  preference.  Those  were 
both  to  his  mind  very  valuable  and  im- 
portant provisions,  but  he  was  not  quite 
sure  that  the  clauses  in  which  they  were 
embodied  were  really  sufficient  for  their 
purpose.  The  Government  spoke  of 
unduly  raising  freights  and  of  undue 
preference,  but  who  was  to  decide  what 
was  *'  undue,"  and  by  what  means  were 
they  to  have  that  decision  brought  into 
effect.  There  was  no  special  provision 
for  arbitration.  He  imagined  that 
arbitration  would  be  the  most  convenient 
means  of  getting  the  matter  decided. 


highest  speed  and  great  coal  endoranoe  among 
the  meroantile  marine,  hnilt  according  to 
Admiralty  requirements,  for  purposes  of 
National  Defence. " 

The  Committee  there  expressly  said 
that,  if  the  Admiralty  thought  fit,  a 
subsidy  to  obtain  a  limited  number  of 
these  vessels  was  justified,  and  if  the 
hon.  Member  wished  to  know  what 
number,  he  would  refer  him  to  Lord 
Charles  Beresfords  evidence  before  the 
Committee,  where  the  numbers  4,  6,  or 
8  were  specifically  laid  down. 

He  thought  the  Government  in  the 
agreement  had  adhered  to  the  U^es  of  the 
Report  of  the  Subsidies  Committee,  and  it 
was  because  the  agreement  was  parallel 
with  that  Report  that  he  desired  to  con- 
gratulate the  Government.  He  would 
mention  a  few  of  the  points  in  which 
the  agreement  and  the  Report  coincided. 
Firstly,  on  the  question  of  speed. 
The  Subsidies  Committee  Report  said— 

"Every  effort  should  be  made  to  maintain 

the   pre-eminence  of   British    Lines 

As  tar  as  possible  a  condition  should  be 
attached  to  e^rery  British  postal  subi»idy  that 
the  speed  of  the  ships  employed  shall  equal  the 
highest  speed  of  foreign  mail  ships  trsuiing  on 
the  same  routes." 

They  could  not  get  ships  of  24|  knots 
speed  built  unless  they  gave  a  large  sum 
of  money,  f.r  it  was  well  known  that 
after  a  certain  speed  according  to  the 
build  of  a  vessel  the  cost  of  every 
additional  knot  is  enormously  dispro- 
portionate to  the  cost  of  the  last. 
In  support  of  thb  contention  he  might 
quote  the  words  of  Lord  Brassey  before 
the  Subsidies  Committee.  He  would  be 
considered  by  every  Member  of  the  House 
a  naval  expert.      He  said — 

"  Out  of  eleven  ships  of  over  twenty  knots 
speed  buUt  since  1895,  there  is  only  one,  the 
*•  Oceanic  "  which  plies  under  the  British  flag." 

"I  think  they  nave  four  vety  fast  veasels, 
the  'Etruria,*  the  *Umbria,*  the  *Lucania* 
and  the  'Campania.'  For  mercantile  purposes 
it  does  not  pay  to  build  faster  ships,  and  tnere- 
fore  if  you  want  that  speed  in  your  auxiliaries 
you  have  to  pay  for  it.* 

In  another  respect  the  agreement  ran  on 
parallel  lines  with  the  Subsidies  Report, 
because  the  plans  were  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Admiralty  and  theships  were  to  be  built 
according  to  Admiralty  requirements. 
The  Subsidies  Committee  were  strongly 
impressed  also  with  the  necessity  of  the 
Government  having  the  right  of  pre- 
emption  and    that    had     l^en   closely 


The  president  of  thf  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  said  arbitration  was  provided 
for. 

*Mr.  EVELYN  CECIL  said  he  was 
glad  to  hear  that,  but  even  so  he  did  not 
think  the  arbitrator  would  be  able  to  give 
compensation  to  a  third  party  who  had 
been  unduly  charged.  The  most  the 
arbitrator  could  do  would  be  to  prevent,  in 
future,thepartiesfromsufferingby  unduly 
high  rates  and  freights  or  undue  pre- 
ference. For  himself  he  should  have 
preferred  that  the  decision  of  such 
matters  should  be  entrusted  to  the 
Railway  and  Canal  Commissioners,  but 
no  doubt  this  conld  not  be  done  without 
legislation.  He  did  not  think  it  could 
be  denied  that  the  insertion  of  a 
clause  of  this  kind  imported  into  an 
Admiralty  contract  a  commercial  aspect. 
He  did  not  object,  indeed  he  approved  of 
it,  but  he  kiiew  that  there  were  hon. 
Members  who  were  very  much  afraid 
that  subsidies  would  be  paid  for 
commercial  purposes  and  not  merely  for 
naval  or  postal  purposes.  His  answer  to 
them  was  that  he  did  not  think  it  could  be 
possibly  avoided.  As  a  post  office  witness, 
Mr.  Buxton  Forman  had  said  before  the 
Subsidies  Committee,  subsidised  postal 
services  are  co-existent  and  co-extensive 
•with  a  great  commercial  traffic,  and 
follow  its  lines  almost  as  a  matter  of 
course.  He  was  very  glad  also  that 
the  Government  had  decided  that  no 
foreigner  should  own    Cunard   shares. 
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It  was  rather  difficult  to  establiflh 
or  carry  out  that  condition,  as  an  un- 
patriotic British  nominee  of  a  foreigner, 
who  registered  the  foreigner's  shares  in 
his  own  name,  was  not  always  easily 
discoverable,  and  he  had  some  doubis  as 
to  whether  the  condition  about  the  selling 
of  shares  at  market  price  would  do  all 
that  was  required.  At  the  same  time 
he  did  not  think  the  Qovemment  could 
have  taken  better  precautions,  and  he 
entirely  approved  of  Sub-section  3,  of 
Section  1  of  the  second  Schedule  which 
dealt  with  this  matter.  All  things  [con- 
sidered he  believed  that  this  agreement 
would  clearly  result  to  the  puUic 
benefit. 

♦The  secretary  to  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Bel- 
fast, W.)  said  that  the  Qovemment  had 
reason  to  congratulate  themselves  on 
the  chorus  of  approbation  with  which 
the  a^eements  had  been  greeted.  He 
had  listened  attentively  to  all  that 
had  been  said,  and  only  two  dissentient 
voices  had  been  heard — those  of  the 
hon.  Members  for  Dundee  and  West 
Islington.  The  Amendment  moved 
by  the  latter  Gentleman  had  been 
merged  into  the  main  discussion*  He 
had  been  particularly  glad  to  notice 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee  had 
accepted  the  agreement  in  principle,  and 
only  challenged  certain  details.  The  fact 
that  the  agreements  had  thus  been 
accepted  in  principle  by  the  House  of 
Commons  carried  them  a  considerable 
way  forward,  and  released  him  from 
the  necessity  of  dealing  at  any  great 
length  with  the  questions  of  principle 
involved.  The  hon.  Member  for  West 
Islington  asked  whv  it  was  that  the 
agreement  was  made  with  the  Cunard 
Company.  Several  sufficient  answers 
had  already  been  given  to  that  Question, 
and  he  would  supplement  them  with 
another.  It  was  perfectly  clear  that  the 
selection  was  limited  to  the  great  Atlantic 
lines  by  circumstances  over  which  the 
AdmiraJty  had  no  control,  as  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  service 
of  ships  of  high  speed,  and  their  con- 
sequent size  and  draught  would  prevent 
their  passage  through  the  Suez  Canal. 
It  was  therefore  necessary  forthe  Govern- 
ment to  enter  into  the  agreement  with  a 
company  whose  vessels  were  not  required 

Mr,  Evelyn  Cecil. 


to  pass  through  the  Sues  Canal.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Dundee  spoke  as  if 
this  was  a  new  departure.  He  did  not 
think  that  it  was  a  new  departure ;  it 
was  only  an  extension  on  better  lines 
of  a  policy  which  had  been  carried  out 
for  years.  When  the  principle  of 
subsidies  was  first  adopted,  the 
Admiralty  obtained  good  value  for 
the  subsidies,  because  they  got  ships  that 
could  do  something  which  no  ships  then  in 
the  Royal  Navy  could  do.  That  advan- 
tage ceased,  and  it  became  not  worth 
while  to  continue  the  subsidies  in  those 
particular  instances.  But  now  again 
the  Admiralty  had  secured  vessels  for  the 

Performance  of  services  that  could  not 
e  rendered  with  equal  advantage  by  the 
Royal  Navy.  The  Admiralty  could,  no 
doubt,  build  ships  of  equal  speed  as  well 
as  anybody  else,  but  by  this  agreement 
they  would  obtain  the  fast  cruisers  they 
required  at  much  less  cost.  There  was 
no  reason  why  these  ships,  armed  with 
modem  weapons  and  carrying  an  enor- 
mous coal  supply,  should  not  keep  the 
sea  for  an  indefinite  time,  eluding  every 
vessel  they  desired  to  escape,  and  over- 
taking any  vessel  which  they  desired  to 
engage.  He  would  like  to  ask  the  ques- 
tion :  What  would  be  the  position  of  the 
Admiralty  and  of  the  country  if,  in  a  naval 
war,  no  vessel  carrying  the  British  flag 
could  cope  with  merchant  cruisers  such  at 
those  we  mieht  find  employed  against 
us  1  The  Admiralty  had  to  consider  the 
cheapest  and  most  efficient  method  of 
meeting  this  menace— for  menace  it 
must  be  considered — and  they  took 
advantage  of  the  existence  of  the  great 
mercantile  lines  and  by  co  operating  with 
other  Departments,  anxious  for  nationa  1 
reasons  to  restore  the  prestige  of  the 
British  Mercantile  Marine  in  the  Atlantic* 
they  took  the  opportunity  of  providing 
themselves  with  fast  cruisers  ready 
for  service  in  time  of  war.  If  the 
Admiralty  had  themselves  built  cruisers 
at  a  cost  of  £1,000,000  or  £1,250,000, 
they  would  have  had  to  provide  these 
cruisers  with  crews,  and  to  pay  all  the 
expenses  of  repairs;  but  under  this 
arrangement  ninetenths  of  the  cost 
was  borne  commercially,  and  the  re- 
maining tenth  was  a  military  con- 
tribution. That  was  a  thoroughly  sound 
business  transaction.  He  had  always 
maintained    that    they  ought    not    to 
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obtain  money  from  the  Navy  Estimates 
{or  anything  they  could  obtain  commer- 
eiaOy.  As  to  the  speeds  in  the  Atlantic 
trade,  he  would  point  out  that  one  of  the 
foreign  Unes  ran  steamers  at  an  annual 
subsidy  of  £280,000  a  year,  and  these 
ships  could  not  be  run  commercially  at 
■a  profit. 

Some  remarks  had  been   made  as  to 
the  rates  to  be  paid  for  these  ships ;  but 
he    maintained    that    the    rates    were 
moderate  and   reasonable.     There  was 
evidence   of  that.     During   the  South 
African  war  it  was  found   that,  apart 
from  the  subsidy  agreements,  the  rates 
tor  the  ships,  they  had  been  compelled 
to  take  up,  were  higher  than  those  they 
were  paying  under   this  arrangement. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West    Islington 
recommended  that  the  Admiralty  should 
wait  till  the  emergency  arose.     On  the 
<^ontrary,  he   thought  that  the  House 
was  convinced  that  it  was  the  poorest 
kind    of    economy,    and    the    greatest 
extravagance,  to  wait   until   the  emer- 
gency arose  before  making  preparations. 
He  should  like  to  say  a  word  in  regard 
to  the  very  reasonable  criticism  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Gateshead,  who  said 
that  the  Admiralty  should  make  sure 
that  they  got  value  for  their  money  in 
the  matter  of  high  speed.     He  agreed 
that  this  should  be  so.    It  was  absolutely 
essential,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  these  ships  should  possess 
the  speed  contracted  for,  and  they  had 
taken   every    reasonable    precaution  to 
secure  that  result.    There  was  a  clause 
in  the  agreement  requiring  a  minimum 
of    twenty-three   and  a-half   knots    in 
tnoderate  weather.    This  was  an  impor- 
tant provision,  for  it   meant  that   the 
moment  the  speed  fell  below  that  stand- 
ard, there  was  a  proportionate  reduction 
of  the  subsidy.     Ho  thought  that  the 
Board  of  Trade,  who    had    negotiated 
this  agreement,  were  to  be  congratulated 
upon  making  it,  because  the  criticisms 
had  been  directed   more  to  what  was 
called    the     military  side  of    it   than 
against  the  business  side,  which,  after  all, 
was  the   most  important  aspect  of  it. 
He    held    that    the    agreements    had 
carried  the  general  assent  of  the  House 
and  the  country.    It  had  been  said  that 
the   agreements  were    the  outcome  of 
panic.    That  was  a  most  unreasonable 
observation.      It  was    because   of  the 


manner  in  which  those  two  agreements 
had  been  drawn  up  that  the  dangers 
which  gave  rise  to  panic  had  to  a  large 
extent  passed  away.  By  these  agree- 
ments there  was  reason  to  beUeve  that 
the  Government  had  fully  secured  the 
perpetuation  of  that  supremacy  on  the 
Atlantic  to  which  they  attached  so  much 
importance. 


♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) said  that  there  was  no 
use  flogging  a  dead  horse  for  the 
House  had  made  up  its  mind  as  to 
general  acquiescence  in  these  agree- 
ments. B^  however,  wished  once  more 
to  enter  his  protest  against  the  policy  of 
subsidies.  He  might  be  tempted  to 
follow  many  of  the  arguments  used  in 
their  favour,  but  having  regard  to  the 
time  of  the  *  House  he  would  not 
do  so.  This,  however,  he  would  say : 
that  he  was  satisfied  in  his  own  mind 
that  the  Admiralty  had  not  really  con- 
sidered fully  the  whole  problem  of  the  pro- 
tection of  our  commerce  in  time  of  war. 
The  strategical  distribution  of  ships 
rather  than  fast  armed  merchant 
steamers  would  accomplish  the  object 
far  better.  His  fear  was  that  this  was 
another  beginning  of  a  policy  which 
he  had  hoped  was  abandoned,  and 
he  looked  upon  it  as  a  policy  which 
would  not  stand  the  test  of  scientific 
examination.  He  would  ask  one  definite 
question :  Would  it  be  possible,  in  the 
event  of  war,  for  this  company  to  refuse 
to  carry  the  mails  despite  the  present 
subsidy  in  view  of  the  additional  risks 
which  would  be  incurred  1 


Mr.  BRYGE(Aberdeen,  S.)said  that  this 
question  had  been  debated  with  a  great  deal 
of  knowledge  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
It  had  two  aspects — the  commercial  and 
the  naval;  and  the  naval  aspect  had 
been  predominant  during  the  debate. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  this  agreement 
was  the  result  of  what  he  must  still  call 
the  panic  of  last  year,  caused  by  the 
great  Morgan  syndicate.  Was  there 
any  cause  for  that  alarm?  The  com- 
bination was  not  formed  with  any  pur- 
pose of  challenging  our  supremacy.  It 
was  a  purely  commercial  operation, 
undertaken     for      purely     commercial 
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reasons,  with  no  anti-British  object. 
These  commerciaT  motives  did  not  seem 
to  have  been  so  successful  as  had  been 
anticipated.  As  to  subsidies,  he  must 
enter  his  protest  against  anything  in 
the  nature  of  subsidies,  and  he  joined 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee  in  asking 
whether  this  agreement  was  only  the 
beginning  of  a  new  policy?  A  sub- 
sidy could  only  be  justified  where 
it  was  not  a  subsidy — that  is  to  say, 
where  it  was  payment  for  direct  value 
received.  Subsidies  were  interminable* 
because,  once  begun,  it  was  impossible 
to  say  when  they  would  stop;  they 
were  unfair  to  the  unsubsidised 
steamers ;  they  gave  rise  to«  lobbying, 
and  to  the  intrusion  of  private  in- 
fluences into  the  political  sphere;  and 
they  provoked  counter  subsidies  in 
other  countries.  If  this  country  began 
to  give  subsidies,  it  was  perfectly  cer- 
tain that  the  United  States  would  beat 
us  at  it,  and  that  Congress  would  recall 
that  policy  which  it  had  been  inclined 
to  drop.  But  this  present  case  was  not 
an  ordinary  subsidy.  It  was  rather  a 
bargain  for  certain  naval  purposes.  As 
to  the  value  of  those  purposes,  there 
were  certain  aspects  of  the  question 
which  seemed  to  suggest  that  we  had 
not  made  a  good  bargain.  There  was  a 
case  for  having  veir  swift  vessek ;  but 
it  was  not  proved  that  it  was  necessary 
to  have  such  vessels  in  the  form  of 
mercantile  cruisers.  It  was  not  proved 
that  the  necessary  speed  could  not  be 
obtained  with  smaller  vessels  built 
expressly  for  the  purpose,  which  might 
be  more  effective  as  scouts  carrying 
guns,  and  which  possibly  would  be  able 
to  keep  the  sea,  if  not  for  so  long  a  time, 
still  for  as  long  a  time  as  there  was 
likely  to  be  any  actual  necessity  for. 
Such  vessels  could  be  built  for  them  at 
far  less  cost  than  these  two  great  vessels. 
He  thought  they  ought  to  have  more 
evidence  given  to  the  House  to  satisfy 
them  that  this  was  a  good  bargain.  As 
to  making  preparations  beforehand,  was 
it  not  notorious  in  the  South  African 
war  that  the  chartering  of  vessels  had 
been  undertaken  with  an  extreme  want 
of  business  tact  ?  This  charge  was  a 
heavy  addition  to  the  naval  budget. ; 
But  he  supposed  it  would  be  contended 
Mr.  Bryce 


that,  on  the  whole,  the  arrangement 
was  advantageous.  No  doubt  it  would 
be  said  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
vessels  in  efficiency  would  be  a  Targe 
item. 


*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  that 
what  we  now  paid  for  the  two  vessek 
was  less  than  half  the  cost  of  a  third- 
class  crusier. 


Mr.  bryce  said  that,  whilst  agraeiqg 
that  vessels  of  a  high  speed  were  needed, 
he  did  not  think  the  arguments  which 
the  (Government  had  presented  con- 
clusively showed  that  the  object  desired 
could  not  have  been  more  economicaliy 
obtained. 


Mr.  DAVID  MACIVER  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdalc)  said  he  had  had  a  good  deal  of 
experience  in  regard  to  these  questions, 
and  he  felt  perfectly  convinced  that  in 
this  matter  the  Government  had  made 
a  thoroughly  good,  business-like  baivain 
as  far  as  the  Admiralty  and  the  Post 
Office  were  concerned.  Whether  the 
Cunard  Company  had  made  a  gpod 
bargain  for  themselves  was  very  question- 
able indeed,  and  if  they  did  not  take 
sreat  care  those  ships  would  ruin  them. 
[Opposition  cries  of  "Oh  oh."]  The 
cost  of  running  such  ships  had  in  no  way 
been  exaggerated.  Quite  recently  he  had 
been  in  communication  with  the  Canadian 
Government  in  respect  to  the  fast  postal 
service  which  they  desired,  he  found  that 
as  yet  that  Government  had  received  no 
acceptable  off'er.  They  had  received 
only  two  offers  from  the  outside  public 
for  a  service  much  inferior  to  that  which 
the  British  Government  would  get 
under  these  agreements,  and  these  were 
one  for  £300,000  a  year  and  the  other 
for  £200,000  a  year.  It  was  not  an  easy 
matter  to  get  competition  in  regard  to 
these  vessels,  because  the  peojde  did  not 
exist  who  were  willing  to  undertake  such 
a  service  for  any  sum  approaching  the 
excellent  and  good  terms  which  the 
Government  had  made  with  the  Cunard 
Company.  Even  if  the  Admiralty  had 
got  ships  of  their  own  they  coukl  not 
run  them  year  in  and  year  out  during 
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the  winter  and  summer.  As  regarded 
personnel  that  was  a  Tery  valuable 
service  which  they  got  from  the  Cunard 
Company,  and  they  could  not  get  that 
service  in  other  ways.  If  the  Government 
had  not  taken  these  steps  it  was  highly  pro- 
bable that  this  company  would  have  joined 
the  great  Shipping  Combination  which 
would  have  meant  that  the  American 
railways  would  have  controlled  the  whole 
of  the  Atlantic  trade.  If  the  Cunard 
Company  had  joined  the  Morgan  com- 
bination the   whole  trade   would   have 


been  in  the  hands  of  the  Americana.  He 
thanked  the  Government  for  having  had 
the  common  sense  to  deal  with  both  th& 
Cunard  Company  and  the  International 
Company  in  the  way  they  had  done,  for 
by  this  action  they  had  prevented  the^ 
Americans  obtaining  control  of  the  whole 
of   the  Atlantic  trade. 

Question  put 

The  House  divided:    Ayes  92;  Noes^ 
18.    (Division  List  No.  262.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold-Fonter,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  {Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W\  (Leeds 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Canon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish, V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh,) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chajnberlain,Rt.  Hon.  J .  (Birm, 
Chamberlain,Rt.HnJA(  Wore) 
OhBrringUm,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A.E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Ceilings,  Rt.  Hn.  Jesse 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Dovm,  North 
CroBsley,  Sir  Savile 
Dickson,  Charlee  Scott 
Dim8dale,Rt.Hn.  SirJoeephC. 
Duraeli,  Goningsby  Balph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Dnmins-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison  ( York) 
FeUowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwd. 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 


AYES. 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Emeet 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gore,Hon.S.  F.  Orm8by-(Zrinc, 
Go6chen,Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding.  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,HenryD.  (Shrewsbtiry) 
Groves.  James  Grimble 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harmsworth,  R.  I^ioester 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Haalett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Henderson,SirA.(6'tojforc^,  W,) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
HowaLrd,Jno.(KeniyFaversKam 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (OUugous 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (t/iverfool 
Law8on,JohnGrant(  Yorks^M 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants,  y  Fareham) 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Loder,  ^ierald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Brt«<o/,  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lucas,Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth 
Macdona,  John  Cuamiing 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Killop,Jame6  (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 


Morgan.  D.  J.  {WaltAamd&w) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
MurrayJltHn  A.  Graham(^i«f  0 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgina,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  B< 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Bea,  BuMell 

Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Bickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 
Ritohie,Rt.  Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Skewes-Coz,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes,) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thompeon,DrEC(ilfotMMrAan^ 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M, 
Tire,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


NOES. 


Bell,  Richard 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Caldwell,  James 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Delany,  William 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Hemphill, Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 

Jones,  William  {Camarvonsh. ) 


Lawton,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (DetiUghs.) 
Scott,   0.   Prestwich   (Leigh) 
Shaokleton,  David  James 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 


Thomas,DavidAlfred(ifer^AYr 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid,) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr  L<>^^  <uid  Mr. 
Henry  J.  Wilson, 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Resdved  that  the  Agreement  dated  the 
30th  day  of  July,  1903,  entered  into 
between  His  Majesty's  Government  and 
the  Cunard  Steamship  Company, 
Limited,  printed  in  Command  Paper, 
No.  1703,  and  the  Agreement  dated  the 
Ist  day  of  August  1903,  entered  intd 
between  His  Majesty's  Government  ano 
the  International  Mercantile  Marine 
Company  and  others,  printed  in  Com- 
mand Paper,  No.  1704,  be  approved. 

PORT  OF  LiJNDON  BILL. 

Motion  made,  Question  proposed, 
"That  further  proceedings  on  the  Port 
of  London  Bill  be  suspended  till  the  next 
session  of  Parliament :  That  on  any  day 
in  that  session  a  Motion  may  be  made, 
after  notice,  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
to  be  decided  without  Amendment  or 
Debate,  that  proceedings  on  that  Bill  may 
be  resumed,  and  if  that  Motion  is  decided 
in  the  affirmative  the  said  Bill,  as  reported 
from  the  Joint  Committee,  shall  stand 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  in  like  manner  as  if  the  previous 
proceedings  on  the  Bill  or  in  relation 
thereto  had  taken  place  in  that  session  in 
due  compliance  with  all  Standing  Orders. 
That  this  Order  be  a  Standing  Order  of 
the  House."— (ilfr.  A.  J,  Balfour.) 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  said  some  explanation 
was  due  to  the  House  as  to  the  treatment 
of  a  Bill  of  this  importance  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  he  wished  to  know  whether 
the  Bill  would  be  carried  oyer  to  a  new 
Parliament  as  well  as  to  a  new  session. 
The  leader  of  the  House  had  treated  the 
Bill  in  a  cavalier  way.  The  Bill  affected 
the  trade  of  London  and  private  interests 
of  great  gravity  :  it  raised  questions 
-which,  once  raised^  ought  to  have  been 


settled  in  view  of  the  trade  interests 
affected.  The  Bill  should  never  have 
been  introduced  unless  it  was  seriously 
intended  to  carry  it  through.  There 
was  no  responsiUlity  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House  for  the  failure  to  pass 
the  Bill,  because  in  order  to  facilitate  its 
passage  they  had  abstained  from  putting 
down  many  Amendments.  The  truth 
was  that  the  Government  had  been 
intimidated  by  the  City  Corporation  to 
put  down  a  lai*ge  number  of  Amendments 
to  the  Bill,  and  in  the  circumstances  it 
was  impossible  for  the  Bill  to  be  carried 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session. 
London  had  always  been  treated  with 
contempt  and  humiliation  by  the  present 
Government,  as  for  instance,  in  regard 
to  the  Water  Board  and  Education  Bills. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THB  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  said  it  was 
evident  from  the  concluding  sentence  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  real  object 
of  his  protest  against  the  prudent  and 
sensible  course  taken  by  the  Government 
in  regard  to  the  Bill  was  to  deliver  an 
electioneering  speech  to  the  citizens  of 
London.  He  did  not  think  it  would  do 
the  hon.  Gentleman  much  good.  He 
would  undertake  to  say  that  the  present 
Government  could  show  three  great 
measures,  to  any  one  the  hon.  Gentleman 
could  show,  for  the  benefit  of  the  toilers 
in  this  great  central  area.  The  hon. 
Gentleman,  with  unusual  feUcity,  had 
answered  his  own  speech.  He  had  said 
that  in  the  circumstances  and  under  the 
pressure  of  public  business  at  the  end  of 
the  session  no  other  course  was  open  to 
the  Government.  That  was  a  complete 
justification  of  the  Motion  before  the 
House. 
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♦Sir  JOSEPH  DIMSDALE  (London) 
opposed  the  Motion.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  him,  as  the  representative  of  the  City 
of  London,  to  answer  the  unjust  innu- 
endoes thrown  out  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Poplar.  The  Prime  Minister  had 
said,  in  reply  to  a  Question,  that  as  the 
Bill  was  a  quasi -public  Bill,  it  could 
properly  be  carried  over  to  next  session. 
But  the  Bill  was  purely  a  public  Bill. 
The  Bill  was  brought  in  by  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  was  almost  forced 
through  this  House  on  Second  Reading 
after  a  very  short  debate.  It  was  im- 
mediately handed  over  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee. The  Chairman  of  that  Joint 
Committee  strained  almost  to  breaking 
point  his  prerogative  as  chairman,  with 
the  view  of  getting  the  Bill  reported  to 
the  House,  so  that  it  might  pass  this 
session.  The  Bill  was  very  far-reaching 
in  its  influence.  It  effectually  wiped  out 
the  docks  of  London  as  a  private  enter- 
prise, and  it  performed  a  similar  act  with 
regard  to  the  Thames  Conservancy.  It 
was  destruction  to  the  Watermen's 
Company,  it  involved  very  large  expendi- 
ture, and  none  of  the  threatened  interests 
had  been  permitted  to  defend  themselves 
by  evidence  before  the  Joint  Committee. 
If  it  was  contended  that  it  was  a  Private 
Bill  the  preamble  should  have  been 
proved.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  it 
should  be  discussed  by  the  whole  House. 
He  had  been  amused  by  a  letter  in 
The  Times  from  a  member  of  the  London 
County  Council,  which  either  showed 
what  ignorance  was  displayed  by  some 
members  of  the  Council,  or  was  designed 
to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  rate- 
payers. This  gentleman  spoke  of 
J&2,500,000  being  given  by  the  London 
County   Council  as   a  free  gift  for  the 
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benefit  of  the  Port  That  wa«  hot  fire 
fact.  The  Council  had  no  reserve  to 
make  free  gifts  of  the  kind,  and  the 
money  would  have  to  be  found  by  the 
ratepayers.  He  objected  to  the  Resolu- 
tion, and  could  not  support  it.  This  was 
not  A  quasi-private  Bill  but  a  Govern- 
ment Bill.  What  took  place  at  the 
Joint  Committee  was  simply  to  push  the 
Bill  through,  to  rush  it  as  quickly  as 
possible.  The  Piime  Minister  shoukl  at 
least  allow  the  Resolution  for  recommit- 
ment  standing  in  his  hon.  friend's  name, 
the  Member  for  the  City,  and  his  own,  to 
be  properly  debated  when  the  Bill  again 
came  before  the  House. 

*Mr.  REA  (Gloucester)  said  the  de- 
cision of  the  chairman  to  exclude  the 
question  of  the  purchase  of  the  docks 
was  unanimously  approved  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  ground  that  it  was  in 
the  nature  of  a  principle  agreed  to  by 
the  House  on  the  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  asked 
whether  the  Bill  was  carried  over  for  a 
session  of  this  Parliament,  or,  in  the 
event  of  a  dissolution,  to  a  new  Parlia 
ment. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  is  quite 
irrespective  of  a  dissolution. 

Mr.  DAVID  MORGAN  (Essex, 
(Walthamstow)  asked  whether,  if  the  Bill 
was  hung  over  till  next  session,  the 
companies  in  the  interval  would  be  free 
to  carry  on  their  business  just  as  if  no 
Bill  had  been  brought  in,  and  to  apply 
to  Parliament  for  further  monetary 
powers  if  they  wished  to  do  so. 
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Ordered,  That  further  proceedings  on 
the  Port  of  London  Bill  be  suspended 
till  the  next  session  of  Parliament. 
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Ordered,  Tiiat  on  any  day  in  that 
session  a  Motion  may  be  made,  after 
notice,  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  to  be 
decided  without  Amendment  or  debate, 
that  proceedings  on  that  Bill  may  be 
resumed,  and  if  that  Motion  is  decided 
in  the  affirmatiye  the  said  Bill,  as  reported 
from  the  Joint  Committee,  shall  stand 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  in  like  manner  as  if  the  previous 
proceedings  on  the  Bill  or  in  relation 
thereto  had  taken  place  in  that  session, 
after  due  compliance  with  all  Standing 
Orders. 

Ordered,  That  this  Order  be  a  Stand- 
ing Order  of  the  House. — {Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,) 

REVENUE  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered;  Bill  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 


LICENSING  ACTS  (SCOTLAND)  CON- 

SOLIDATION  AND  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  considered. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
moved,  as  a  consequential  Amendment, 
in  page  5,  line  22,  after  *' appeal'*  to 
insert  "and  no  other  magistrate  is 
available." 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  Bill — 
**  In  page  5,  line  22,  after  the  word  '  appeal  * 

to  insert  the  words  '  and  no  other  magistrate  is 

available.'''— (ilfr.  CcUdweU.) 


Amendment  agreed  to. 


Mr.  SPEAKER:  There  are  a  number 
of  Amendments  on  the  Paper  and  I 
understand  there  is  no  objection  to  any 
of  them.  If  that  is  the  case  it  would 
shorten  matters  if  they  were  put  in  one 
Question.  If,  however,  any  hon.  Member 
desires  to  speak  upon  any  one  of  them 
that  course  will  not  be  followed. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E) 
ask  whether  the  Lord  Advocate  could 
assure  the  House  that  there  waa  no 
substantial  alteration  in  the  Bill. 


*The  lord  advocate  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  said  the 
Amendments  involved  no  substantial 
alteration,  with  one  exception.  By  an 
Amendment  introduced  in  this  House, 
railway  refreshment  rooms  were  exempted 
from  the  Bill.  It  had  been  pointed  out 
that  that  might  allow  them  to  be  opened 
on  Sundays,  and  an  Amendment  had  been 
inserted  in  another  place  to  prevent  thati 

Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
of  the  House  of  the  28th  day  of  July, 
Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  with- 
out Question  put. 


Adjourned   at    twenty    minattt 
before  Twelve  oolo'ck« 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Auohterarder  Town  Council  Order 
Confirmation  Bill.  Read  3*  (according 
to  Order),  and  passed. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


^ 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

No.  3058.  Portugal  (Chinde).  . 

No.  3059.  Turkey  (Damascus). 

No.  3060.  United     States     (Portland 
(Oregon)  ). 

No.  3061.  Brazil  (Bahia). 

No.  3062.  Russia  (St.  Petersburg). 

No.  3063.  Zanzibar  (Zanzibar). 

No.  3064.   Portugal    (Northern    Por- 
tugal). 
^  No.  3065.  France  (Society  Islands). 

JMISCELLANEOUS,  No.  4.  (1903.) 
^  Correspondence  respecting  the  applica- 
I  tion  of  the  French  Law  of  Association 
to  institutions  of  British  origin.  2 

AFRICA,  No.  10.  (1903.) 
r  Despatch  from  His  Majesty's  Minister 
at  Brussels  respecting  the  Commission 
for  the  Protection  of  the  Natives,  in- 
sti  uted  by  the  Government  of  the  In- 
dependent Congo  State  under  the  Decree 
of  18th  September,  1896. 


"3  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

J^     Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  for 

^  the  year  1902-1903. 

-I  LUNACY  (IRELAND). 

^      Fifty-second  Report,  with  Appendices, 
^  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  in  Ireland, 
for  the  year  1902. 

LABOUR  STATISTICS. 
Ninth    Annual    Abstract   of    Labour 
Statistics  of  the  United  Kingdom,  1901- 
1902.] 

"OPTIONS"  AND  "FUTURES"  IN  FOOD- 
STUFFS  (LEGISLATION   RESPECTING). 

Reports  from  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment and  from  His  Majesty's  repre- 
sentatives abroad  on  legislative  measures 
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respectinfi^  gambling  in  "Option"  and 
''Future  '  contracts  as  regards  food- 
stuffs. 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Orders  made  by  the    Light  Railway 
Commissioners,   and  modified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

I.  Authorising  the  Construction  of 
Light  Railways  in — ^The  city  of  Glou- 
cester ;  the  parishes  of  Wotton  St.  Mary 
(Without),  Bam  wood,  Hucclecote,  and 
Brockworth,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester. 

IL  Amending  the  Callington  Light 
Railway  Order,  1900.  [ 

in.  Amending  the  West  Manch^ter 
Light  Railways  Order,  1899,  and  author- 
ising the  construction  of  additional 
light  railways  in  the  parish  and  urban 
district  of  Stretford,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LOCAL    TAXATION    RETURNS    (SCOT- 
LAND)  ACT,  1881. 

Returns  for  the  year  1901-1902. 

NAVAL  SAVINGS  BANKS. 
Account  of  deposits  in  Naval  Savings 
Banks  and  the  payments  thereof,  and 
of  interest  thereon,  of  all  investments 
under  the  Naval  Savings  Banks  Act, 
1866,  and  the  application  of  the  interest 
or  dividends  accruing  in  respect  thereof, 
and  of  the  proceeds  of  any  sale  of  any 
stocks,  annuities,  or  securities  during 
the  financial  year  1901-1902. 

HIGH  COURT  OF  JUSTICE  (IRELAND) 
(PROBATE  DIVISION). 

Accounts,  for  the  year  ended  Slst 
December,  1902. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1870. 
Two  Orders  in  Council  of  the  10th 
August,  1903,  entitled  "The  Niger 
Navigation  Order  in  Council,  1903," 
and  "The  Niger  Transit  Order  in 
Council,  1903." 

DOCKYARD  PORTS  REGULATION  ACT, 
1865. 

Order  inCouncil  of  the  10th  August, 
1903,  making  rules  and  i-egulations  for 
the  dockyard  port  of  Queenstown. 

2  R  n  \ 
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MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Two  Orders  in  Council  of  10th  August, 
1903,  (a)  varying  the  dues  payable  in 
icspect  of  the  Basses  and  Minicoy  lights, 
ana  (h)  confirming  three  Merchant 
Shipping  Ordinances  enacted  by  the 
Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
Hong  Kong. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894,  AND 
MERCHANT  SHIPPING  (MERCANTILE 
MARINE  FUND)  ACT,  1898. 

Order  in  Council  of  10th  August, 
1D03,  altering  the  scale  of  light  dues 
bet  out  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  the 
Merchant  Shipping  (Mercantile  Marine 
Fund)  Act,  1898. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

REVENUE  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons. 

SHEEP  SCAB  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  CJommons,  with  the 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

MARINE  STORE  DEALERS    (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

LICENSING  ACTS  (SCOTLAND)  CON- 
SOLID ATION  AND  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons,  with 
the  Amendments  agreed  to,  with  a 
consequential  Amendment  to  the  Bill. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS    EXPENSES   BILL. 

EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 
Eead  2"  (according  to  Order) :  Com- 
mittee negatived  :  Then  (Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX  having  been  suspended). 
Bills  read  3',  and  passed. 

POOR  PRISONERS'  DEFENCE  BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  Order) :  Com- 
mittee negatived :  Then  (Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX  having  been  suspended), 
Bill  read  3*;  Amendments  made;  Bill 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


PATENT  OFFICE  (EXTENSION)  BILL. 
Read    Z^  (according   to  Order),   and 


LICENSING    ACTS    ^SCOTLAND)     CON- 
SOUDATION  AND  AMENDMENT  BILL 

Commons  consequential  Amendment 
considered  (on  Motion),  and  agreed  to. 

REVENUE  BILL. 
Read  1» :  Then  (Standing  Order  No. 
XXXIX  having   been  suspended),  read 
2a :  Committee  negatived  :  Bill  read  3», 
and  passed. 

MACEDONIA,     CHINA,     AND 
VENEZUELA. 

*Earl  SPENCER:  My  Lords,  seeing 
the  noble  Marquess,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  his  place,  I 
beg  to  ask  him  a  series  of  Questions,  of 
which  I  have  given  him  private  notice. 
The  first  refers  to  Macedonia.  I  think 
everyone  must  regret  to  see  in  the  news- 
papers that  the  state  of  things  in  Mace- 
donia seems  now  worse  than  when  the 
last  conversation  about  them  took  place 
in  this  House.  I  hope  the  noble  Mar- 
quess will  be  able  to  give  us  Bome  assur- 
ance with  regard  to  that  country,  and 
will  also  explain  the  attitude  which  His 
Majesty's  Government  has  taken  in 
regard  to  the  grave  state  of  affairs  which 
prevails  there — ^a  state  of  aflGairs  which, 
I  am  afraid,  shows  that  the  arrangements 
proposed  by  the  Austrian  and  Kussian 
Governments  have  not  succeeded  in  re 
storing  contentment  and  happiness  to  the 
people.  The  second  Question  is  wiUi 
regard  to  China.  We  do  not  know 
whether  the  reports  are  true  which  have 
appeared  in  the  newspapers,  but  we  have 
during  the  last  few  weeks  repeatedly 
seen  accounts  of  disputes  between  the 
powers  at  Shanghai  and  the  Chinese 
Government,  in  regard  to  certain  Chinese 
connected,  I  believe,  with  the  Press,  who 
have  been  tried  for  alleged  sedition.  We 
understand  from  the  public  Press  that 
there  has  been  a  demand  for  these  men 
to  be  given  up  to  the  Chinese  Grovem 
ment  at  Peking,  or  its  representatives.  I 
should  like  to  know  from  the  noble 
Marquess  what  has  taken  place  with 
regard  to  that,  and  what  line  Hij 
Majesty's  Government  has  taken.  Hie 
third  Question  which  I  have  to  put  to 
the  noble  Marquess  is  with  regaid  to 
Venezuela.    According    to  the  protocol 
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made  at  the  time  tof  the  dispute  which 
took  place  with  regard  to  Venezuela, 
certain  matters  were  to  be  referred  to  the 
tribunal  at  the  Hague,  among  them 
being  the  question  whether  the  money  to 
be  paid  by  Venezuela  in  satisfaction  of 
the  various  claims  against  her,  was  to  be 

Slid  preferentially  to  Great  Britain, 
ermany,  and  Italy,  or  equally  between 
all  the  creditors  of  Venezuela.  I  wish 
to  know  whether  the  proposal  included 
in  the  protocol  has  been  carried 
out,  to  the  effect  that  these 
matters  should  be  referred  to  the 
tribunal  at  the  Hague,  and  that  the 
Czar  of  Russia  should  name  the  three 
Commissioners  to  form  that  tribunal. 
If  this  has  not  been  carried  out,  I  should 
be  glad  if  the  noble  Marquess  would  in- 
form us  why  it  has  not  been  done.  Per- 
haps I  had  better  read  the  Questions 
which  I  desire  to  put  to  the  noble  Mar- 
quess. They  are  :  (1)  whether  he  can 
give  the  House  any  information  as  to 
the  position  of  affairs  in  Macedonia,  and 
the  attitude  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  state  of  things  in 
that  country ;  (2)  as  to  the  question  of 
giving  up  certain  Chinese  journalists  who 
have  been  tried,  or  are  still  under  trial, 
at  Shanghai,  to  the  Chinese  Government 
at  Peking,  or  to  its  representatives ;  and 
(3)  as  to  what  steps  have  been  taken  to 
carry  out  the  engagements  of  the  protocol 
of  7th  May,  made  between  Great  Britain 
and  Venezuela  for  the  appointment  of 
three  persons,  to  form  a  tribunal  under 
The  Hague  Convention,  to  determine 
whether  the  money  to  be  paid  by  Vene- 
zuela, in  satisfaction  of  the  various  claims 
against  her,  is  to  be  paid  preferentially  to 
Great  Britain,  Germany,  and  Italy,  or 
equally  between  all  the  creditors  of  Vene- 
zuela; whether  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
has  been  asked  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  appoint  the  three  persons,  and,  if 
this  has  not  been  done,  why  not  1 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne)  :  My  Lords,  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  add  very  much  to  the  information 
which  is,  no  doubt,  already  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  noble  Earl  with  regard  to 
affairs  in  the  Balkan  Peninsula.  We  all 
hoped  that  the  insurrectionary  movement 
which  prevailed  in  that  part  of  Europe 
duringthe  spring  had  permanently  abated, 
and  that  it  would  become  possible  to  intro- 


duce into  that  country  the  reforms  of 
which  it  stands  so  much  in  need.  That 
hope  has,  unfortunately,  been  dis- 
appointed, and  we  are  aware  that  a  very 
serious  recrudescence  of  the  trouble  has 
recently  taken  place,  mainly,  I  am  afraid, 
owing  to  the  increased  activity  of  the 
Bulgarian  revoutionary  bands.  The 
noble  Earl  desires  to  be  informed  of  the 
attitude  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  The  noble 
Earl  win  recollect  that  in  the  spring  we 
readily  admitted  the  claim  of  Austria- 
Hungary  and  Russia  to  deal  with  this 
question,  and  to  propose  measures  of  re- 
form for  Macedonia.  We  gladly  sup- 
porteJ  the  proposals  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments, although  we  made  reservations 
in  case  these  measures  should  fail 
of  success.  If  they  have  faikd,  I 
do  not  know  that  we  can  be  very  greatly 
surprised;  because  it  would  be  almost 
too  much  to  hope  that  the  introduction  of 
reforms  would  be  possible  during  such  a 
period  of  unrest  as  that  through  which 
these  provinces  have  lately  been  passing. 

We  have  recognised  that,  if  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Turkish  Goverment,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  take  energetic  measures  for 
the  suppression  of  these  disorders,  it  was 
also  their  duty  to  restrain  their  troops 
from  excesses,  and  to  use  their  in- 
fluence over  the  Mussulman  population 
with  the  same  object.  Ajivice  of  that 
kind  has  constantly  been  given  to  the 
Turkish  Government  by  our  Ambassador, 
Sir  Nicholas  O'Conor,  and  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  it  has  been  taken 
to  heart.  We  have  received  during  the 
last  two  or  three  days  a  circular  com- 
munication from  the  Turkish  Xjk)vemment, 
in  which  they  announce  that  considerable 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  execution 
of  the  scheme  of  reforms ;  that  punish- 
ments by  imprisonment  and  degradation 
have  been  inflicted  on  the  soldiers  who 
committed  excesses  at  Komanoff,  Matzoff, 
and  Smirdesk,  and  K>n  the  officers  who 
failed  to  restrain  them;  that  Courts- 
martial  have  also  been  instituted  at 
Uskub,  Monastir,  and  other  places  in 
these  vilayets  for  the  trial  and  punish- 
ment of  similar  offenders,  and  that 
several  civil  officials,  of  whom  the 
Ambassadors  have  complained  as  failing 
in  their  duty,  have  ibeen  suspended  and 
recalled.     Sir     Nicholas    O'Conor    tele 
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graphed  to  me  on  the  4th  inst.  that  two 
military  commissions  were  inquiring 
into  the  charges  which  had  been  made 
against  the  Turkish  authorities ;  and  on 
the  9th  inst.  he  informed  me  that  he  was 
confident  that  all  the  authority  of  the 
Turkish  Government  would  be  used  to 
prevent  excesses,  to  the  danger  of  which, 
he  said,  the  Turkish  Government  were 
fully  alive.  We  shall  continue  to  watch 
these  events  with  anxious  attention, 
and  we  shall  do  our  best,  so  far  as  our 
opportunities  permit,  to  mitigate  these 
troubles. 

The  second  Question  which  the  noble 
Earl  asked  me  had  reference  to  the  case 
of  some  Chinese  journalists  who  have 
been  imprisoned  at  Shanghai.  These 
persons  were  accused  of  publishing  state- 
ments of  an  inflammatory  kind  in  a  local 
newspaper ;  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
these  statements,  translations  of  which  I 
have  seen,  were  of  a  most  violent  and  in- 
cendiary description.  These  men  were 
arrested  by  the  municipal  authorities  at 
Shanghai  at  the  instance  of  the  Chinese 
Taotai,  and  upon  the  assurance  that  they 
should  be  tned  and  punished  by  the 
mixed  Court  in  the  European  settlement 
at  Shanghai.  Two  of  the  men  pleaded 
guilty ;  and  we  consider  that  we  are 
morally  bound,  in  consequence  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  that  plea 
was  entered,  to  insist  that  the  pledge 
that  was'  riven  by  the  Cninese 
official  should  be  carried  out.  The 
Chinese  Government  has  applied  for 
their  surrender;  but  holding  the 
views  which  we  hold,  we  thought  it 
desirable  to  instruct  our  Charge.  d'Affaires 
that  he  was  to  refuse  the  demand.  There 
is  some  doubt  as  to  the  opinion  of  the 
consular  body  at  Shanghai,  but  we  know 
that  we  do  not  stand  alone  in  holding 
that  the  men  ought  not  to  be  sur- 
rendered. Yoxu"  Lordships  probably 
noticed  a  terrible  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  a  Chinaman  was  executed  the 
other  day  at  Peking,  in  circumstances  of 
horrible  barbarity;  and  we  feel  that  in 
such  a  case  as  that  which  we  are  dis- 
cussing, it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to 
be  parties  to  the  surrender  of  these  ac- 
cused persons  to  Chinese  justice.  We  do 
not  think  the  case  one  in  which  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  consular 
body  ought  [necessarily  to  be  allowed  to 
prevail. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdcnvne. 


The  third  Question  of  the  noble  Earl 
has  reference  to  the  Venezuelan  arbitra- 
tion. The  facts  are  as  follows  : — By  the 
protocol  signed  on  13th  February  last,  be- 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Venezuela,  it 
was  agreed  that  any  question  as  to  the 
distribution  of  the  Customs  revenues 
assigned  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  British 
claims,  and  as  to  the  rights  of  Great 
Britain,  Germany,  and  Italy  to  a  separate 
settlement  of  their  claims,  should  be  de> 
termined,  in  default  of  arrangement,  by 
the  tribunal  at  The  Hague,  to  which  any 
other  Power  interested  should  be  allowed 
to  appeal.  Similar  protocols  were  signed 
by  Germany  and  Italy  with  Venezuela. 
At  a  subsequent  date,  on  7th  May,  the 
same  three  Powers — the  Powers  which 
had  been  engaged  in  the  blockade— Ger- 
many, Great  Britain,  and  Italy — signed 
an  agreement  with  Venezuela,  under 
which  it  was  provided  that  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  should  be  invited  to  name  and  ap- 
point from  the  members  of  the  permanent 
Court  at  The  Hapie  three  arbitrators  to 
constitute  the  tribunal  which  is  to  deter- 
mine and  settle  the  questions  submitted 
to  it,  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  agree- 
ment; and  it  was  again  provided  that 
any  nation  having  claims  against  Vene- 
zuela might  join  as  a  party  in  the  arbi- 
tration. The  other  creditor  Powers  — 
other  than  those  Powers  engaged  in  the 
blockade — having  claims  against  Vene- 
zuela, were  subsequently  invited  to  join 
in  the  arbitration.  But  in  two  cases  a 
difficulty  arose  in  consequence  of  a  claim 
put  forward  by  two  of  the  Powers  in 
question  that  the  proceedings  should  be 
conducted  in  French. 

We  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
better,  and  would  add  to  the  completene^ 
and  validity  of  the  proceedings,  if  the 
request  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  were 
made  simultaneously  by  all  the  Powers 
concerned.  Some  delay  was,  therefore, 
caused  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the 
two  Powers  to  which  I  have  referred. 
But  we  have  lately  heard  that  the  Ve- 
nezuelan Government  has  proposed  that 
it  should  be  open  to  them  to  become 
parties  to  the  arbitration,  whether 
they  adhere  to  the  agreement  or 
not,  and  that  the  tribunal  should  decide 
all  questions  of  the  interpretation  of  the 
agreement.  In  that  proposal,  which 
seems  to  be  entirely  reasonable^  the  United 
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States  Government  has  concurred,  and 
His  Majestj^'s  Government  has  concurred 
also.  We  mstructed  our  Ambassador  in 
iSt.  Petersburg  on  the  8th  inst.  to  press 
his  coUea^es  to  take  early  action,  and 
to  proceed  without  loss  of  time  with  the 
request  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  We 
have  no  reason  for  supposing  that  any  of 
the  Powers  concerned  aesire  a  settlement 
by  any  means  other  than  those  laid  down 
in  the  protocol  and  in  the  agreement,  and 
we  therefore  have  every  reason  to  hope 
that  the  difficulties  which  I  have  men- 
tioned will  be  easily  overcome,  and  that 
the  proceedings  contemplated  by  the 
protocol  and  by  the  agreement  will  go 
on  without  further  delay. 

IRISH  LAND  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons,  with 
several  of  the  Amendments  made  by  the 
Lords  agreed  to;  with  several  other  of 
such  Amendments  agreed  to,  with  Amend- 
ments; and  with  consequential  Amend- 
ments to  the  Bill;  with  several  other 
Amendments  disagreed  to ;  with  Reasons 
ior  such  disagreement. 

On  the  Motion  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Commons  Amendments  to  the  Lords 
Amendments, 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire) 
said  :  My  Lords,  although  I  believe  that 
the  Amendments  to  the  Irish  Land  Bill 
bave  only  within  a  very  few  minutes 
•come  into  the  possession  of  the  House,  I 
think  your  Lon^ships  will  have  seen, 
from  the  ordinary  channels  of  informa- 
tion, that  the  anticipation  I  was  able  to 
■announce  to  this  House  the  other  day  as 
to  the  advice  which  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  be  prepared  to  give  to  the 
House  of  Commons  in  reference  to  its 
^arrangements,  was  substantially  correct, 
^nd  also  that  the  House  of  Commons  has 
•  -acted  upon  that  advice.  Your  liord- 
:shipe  are  aware  that  at  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment a  considerable  amount  of  communi- 
<2ation  outside  the  walls  of  either  House 
generally  becomes  necessary,  and  the  result 
of  such  communication  has  been,  I  believe, 
that  I  am  able  to  form  a  confident  anticipa- 
tion that  no  difference  will  arise  between 
the  two  Houses  with  regard  to  these  Amend- 
ments. If  I  am  correct,  as  I  believe  I  am 
<£orrect,  in  forming  that  anticipation,  it 


will  be  my  duty  to  move,  as  I  propose  to 
move,  that  this  House  do  agree  with  the 
Commons  in  the  Amendments  made  to 
their  (the  Lords)  Amendments,  and  do 
not  insist  on  their  Amendments  to  which 
the  Commons  have  disagreed. 

The  Duke  of  ABERCORN  :  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Duke  is  perfectly  correct  in 
saying  that  there  will  be  no  disagreement 
in  this  House  with  the  Amendments  that 
have  come  up  from  the  other  House.  I 
myself,  and  those  noble  Lords  with  whom 
I  have  the  honour  to  act,  will  not  disagree 
with  the  action  of  the  Commons  with 
regard  to  our  Amendments,  but  I  regret 
that  three  Amendments  have  not  been 
accepted  by  the  other  House,  because  they 
were  introduced  by  us,  not  with  any 
desire  to  hinder  the  Bill,  but  rather  with 
the  purpose  of  making  it  operate  better 
when  it  becomes  an  Act  of  Parliament 
No  doubt  in  a  great  measure  of  this  kind 
there  are  many  matters  which  may  be 
considered  by  those  in  a  position  to  know, 
to  be  capable  of  being  carried  out  easily 
and  effectually,  but  there  are  other 
matters  which  may  possibly,  though  I 
hope  not,  give  some  amount  of  legal 
trouble.  The  three  Amendments  which 
the  other  House  did  not  see  fit  to  accept, 
were  :  one,  proposed  by  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Clonbrock,  requiring  the 
Estate  Commissioners  to  state  specifically 
their  reasons  for  allowing  a  case  to  be 
dealt  with  outside  the  zones  ;  the  second, 
was  proposed  by  myself  with  reference  to 
the  guarantee  deposits.  The  objection 
in  this  case  seemea  to  be  that  the  Com- 
missioners if  they  gave  way  in  one  case 
might  be  induced  to  give  way  in 
other  cases  inside  the  zones.  And 
the  third  Amendment  to  which  the 
Commons  did  not  agree  was  the  one  to 
allow  a  discretion  to  the  parties 
as  to  the  character  and  amount  of 
evidence  they  ought  to  produce  in 
small  cases.  This  Amendment  was 
brought  in  to  save  expense,  because  in 
very  small  cases  expenses  are  incurred 
which  might  often  cover  one  year's  rent 
with  regard  to  the  farm  affected.  It  was 
brought  in  in  the  interests  both  of  the 
landlord  and  the  tenant,  and  I  regret  that 
it  has  not  been  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. But  whilst  I  regret  that  these 
three  Amendments  have  not  been 
accepted  I  beg  to  thank  your  Lordshisd 
on  behalf  of  noble  Lords  who  have  acted 
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with  me,  for  the  sympathetic  manner  in 
which  you  have  received  the  Bill,  and  also 
for  the  attention  you  have  paid  to  all 
the  various  discussions  upon  it.  I  think 
the  manner  in  which  the  Bill  has  been 
received  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
shows  that  those  connected  with  it  seem 
to  understand  and  realise  the  vast  import- 
ance of  this  measure,  and  that  the  one 
general  feeling  is  that  this  Bill,  when  it 
comes  into  operation,  may  act  for  the 
welfare  not  only  of  the  landlords  but  also 
of  the  tenants,  and  be  the  means  of  making 
the  relations  between  those  classes  more 
iiarmonious. 

Lord  CLONBROCK:  My  Lords,  I 
fully  associate  myself  with  all  that  has 
fallen  from  the  noble  Duke  beside  me.  I 
naturally  regret  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  did  not  see  their  way  to 
accept  our  Amendments  which,  I  think, 
would  have  been  more  conducive  to  the 
successful  working  of  the  Bill,  but  I  can 
say  that  we  are  grateful  for  those  Amend- 
ments that  they  did  accept,  and  I  wish  to 
express  my  full  appreciation — which  I 
know  is  shared  by  many  others— of  the 
sympathy  shown  by  the  noble  Duke  (the 
Duke  of  Devonshire)— and  the  other 
members  of  the  Government  for  the 
Irish  landlords,  and  the  interest  which 
they  take  in  that  much-  enduring 
class  in  the  most  unfortunate  position 
in  which  they  are  placed,  though  what 
I  believe  is  now  universally  acknow- 
ledged to  be  the  ill-judged  legislation  of 
the  past.  I  must  also  say  we  are  very 
much  impressed  by,  and  very  much  ad- 
mire the  ability  which  has  been  shown 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  in  mastering 
the  details  of  a  most  difficult  and  com- 
plicated subject,  and  the  skill  he  has 
shown  in  conducting  it  to  a  successful 
issue.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
always  been  most  ready  to  afford  any  of 
us  an  opportunity  of  laying  our  views 
before  him  and  has  listened  with  extreme 
patience  and  consideration  to  our  argu- 
ments, though,  unfortunately,  it  often 
happened  that  he  was  not  sufficiently 
impressed  by  them. 

Moved,  That  this  House  do  agree  with 
the  Commons  in  the  Amendments  made 
to  their  Amendments,  and  do  not  insist 
on  their    Amendments    to     which   the 

The  Duke  of  Aheicom, 


Commons  had  disagreed.  -(Jj^  Duke  of 

Devonshire.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  ta 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES^ 
(No.  2)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading]. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Lord  KENYON  :  My  Lords,  this^ 
Bill  has  been  presented  to  your  Lord- 
ships in  redemption  of  a  promise  made 
by  the  President  of  the  Local  Gk)vern- 
ment  Board  in  a  speech  on  the  Address. 
It  is  a  simple  measure,  and  the  object  ia 
to  render  the  working  of  the  Acts  with 
regard  to  the  housing  of  the  working, 
classes  simpler  by  making  the  repayment 
of  loans  extend  over  a  longer  p^iod,  by 
establishing  the  Local  Government 
Board  as  the  one  central  authority  in  the 
place  of  two — the  Home  Office  and  the 
LocalGovernment  Board — and  by  various 
minor  alterations  which  are  therecom- 
mendations  of  the  Joint  Committee  that 
sat  on  this  measure.  This  was  prac- 
tically an  agreed  Bill  in  the  other  House>. 
and  1  ask  your  Lordships  to  read  it  a 
second  time. 

Moved,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2».— 
{Lord  Kenyan.) 

On    Question,    Bill    read     2*:    Com 
mittee  negatived  :  Then  (Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX.  having  been    suspended,. 
Bill  read  3^  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED     CONDITION     OF     THE 
PALACE  OF  WESTMINSTER. 

♦Lord  STANMORE,  who  had  given 
notice,  "To  move  that  a  Select  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  inquire  and 
report  with  respect  to  the  unfinished 
condition  of  the  rooms  in  the  Palace  of 
Westminster  appropriated  to  the  service 
of  this  House,  and  their  approaches,'' 
said:  My  Lords,  I  need  harofy  say  that 
on  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  session  I 
shall  not  press  for  the  appointment  of  a- 
Committee  which  could  not  sit  if  it  were 
appointed ;  but  in  withdrawipe  the 
Motion  I  wish  to  ^^^  notice  that  I  shall 
repeat  it  at  [an  early  period  next  session,, 
and  I  hope   that   in  the  interval  H^s- 
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Majesty's  Government  and  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Office  of  Works 
will  give  some  little  attention  to  the 
matter  to  which  it  relates.  I  wish  also  to 
remove  the  impression  that  it  is  with 
regard  to  the  decoration  of  the  House 
that  I  am  principally  concerned.  That 
is  not  so.  It  is  the  unfinished  character 
of  the  existing  state  of  things  which  I 
desire  to  see  dealt  with.  The  original 
designs  of  Sir  Charles  Barry  for  the  wall 
space  of  this  House  adopted  a  very 
different  treatment  from  that  which  we 
now  see,  and  it  was  altered  in  order 
that  these  large  panels  might  be 
filled  with  pictures.  Whether  they 
should  be  filled  with  pictures  or  not 
is  an  open  question.  If  they  are 
not  filled  with  pictures  then  they  should 
be  finished  according  to  the  original 
designs  of  the  architect^  and  should  not 
be  left,  as  they  have  been  for  many  years, 
an  eyesore.  We  who  come  here  habitu- 
ally have  got  accustomed  to  them  and  do 
not  notice  them,  but  they  make  a  very  bad 
impression  on  all  strangers  who  come  to 
see  what  might  be  a  magnificent  building. 
Before  I  sit  down  I  should  like  to  thai^ 
the  noble  Lord  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  for  the  courtesy  with  which  he 
has  met  my  wishes  on  the  subject,  and 
has  disinterred  what  remains  of  the 
frescoes  in  the  Upper  Lobby  of  the  House. 
Most  of  them  are  destroyed  beyond 
repair,  but  there  is  one,  the  picture  of 
Leiar  and  his  daughters,  which  is  still  a 
very  pleasing  picture  though  the  head  of 
one  of  the  ladies  is  gone.  I  cannot  but 
think  that  means  might  be  found  to  re- 
store! that  head.  May  I  be  permitted 
to  make  one  suggestion  ?  It  is  this,  that 
the  noble  Lord  will  seek,' in  a  quarter  to 
which  we  do  not  generally  look  for  guid- 
ance in^hnatters  of  art,  for  an  illustration 
of  what  my  wishes  are  with  regard  to  this 
House.  That  quarter  is  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  London.  The  cloister  of 
the  Royal  Exchange  has  round  it  panels 
of  much  the  same  area,  though  of  differ- 
ent shape,  as  those  in  St.  Stephen's 
Gallery.  The  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
London  have  gone  on  year  after  year 
filling  those  panels  with  pictures  by  Lord 
Leighton  and  other  eminent  artists. 
They  are  not  finished,  and  there  are  many 
still  to  be  put  in,  but  the  course  adopted 
is  exactly  what  I  would  desire  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  take  in  the 
case  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster.    At 


comparatively  small  expense,  if  it  is  per- 
sisted in  year  after  year,  the  unfimsbed 
condition  of  the  rooms  in  the  Palace  might 
be  gradually  remedied,  and  works  of  art 
worthy  of  admiration  placed  in  the  sites 
intended  for  them. 

♦The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Lord  Windsor)  :  My  Lords, 
the  noble  Lord,  in  withdrawing  the 
Motion  which  he  had  put  down  on  the 
Paper,  gave  notice  that  he  proposes  to 
renew  his  Motion  in  another  session.  I 
think  that  relieves  me  of  the  necessity 
of  entering  at  this  moment  at  any 
length  into  the  questions  which 
are  involved.  I  shall  be  glad,  how- 
ever, to  deal  with  one  matter  to  which 
he  referred — namely,  the  condition  of  the 
frescoes  in  the  upper  waiting  hall.  I 
should  like  to  inform  the  House  that  Pro- 
fessor Church  was  asked  to  examine  those 
frescoes,  and  he  reported  that  in  his 
opinion  they  were  all  of  them  in  a  condi- 
tion which  made  it  useless  to  endeavour 
to  restore  them  or  to  spend  any  money 
upon  them.  But  with  regard  to  the  par- 
ticular frescoe  to  which  my  noble  friend 
has  drawn  attention — the  Lear  frescoe-  -I 
shall  certainly  ask  Professor  Church  to 
look  at  that  one  again  in  case  he  thinks 
that  anything  might  be  done  to  preserve 
it.  With  regard  to  the  general  question, 
may  I  just  say  that  I,  for  my  part>  sym- 
pathise very  greatly  with  the  object  which 
the  noble  Lord  has  in  view.  I  do  not 
doubt  that  all  of  your  Lordships  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  decoration  of  buildings 
and  the  completion  of  buildings  which  hud 
in  their  original  desi^  a  certain  scheme 
of  decoration,  sympathise  with  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  object  which  he  has  in  Wew. 
At  the  same  time  he  will  forgive  me  for 
saying  that,  however  much  I  sympathise 
with  him  in  this  object,  I  still  feel— and  I 
know  His  Majesty's  Government  gener- 
ally feel — that  one  must  observe  a  sense 
of  proportion  as  to  the  works  necessary  to 
be  undertaken.  Owing  to  the  great  ex- 
pansion of  the  chief  Government  Depart- 
ments of  late,  very  large  demands  have  to 
be  made  upon  the  Treasury  for  absolutely 
necessary  works  in  order  to  keep  pace 
with  those  requirements.  Only  a  moment 
ago  your  Lordships  passed  the  Public 
Buildings  Expenses  Bill  through  all  its 
stages,  and  I  feel  that  it  would  be  rather 
losing  the  sense  of  proportion  if  the  work 
of  completing  the  decoration  of  the  Palac^ 
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of  Westminster  were  to  be  urged  upon 
the  Treasury  at  this  time  when  other 
important  works  have  to  be  undertaken. 
At  the  same  time  I  promise  my  noble 
friend  that  I  will  eonsider  the  matter. 

The  subject  then  dropped. 

WAR  OFFICE  TRACTION  ENGINES. 

The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK  :  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  whether  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  has  issued  any  order 
directing  the  drivers  of  traction  engines 
employed  by  the  War  Ofl&ce  to  conform 
to  the  limits  of  speed  laid  down  by,  and 
the  other  regulations  contained  in,  the 
Locomotives  Act,  1865  ;  and  to  move  an 
Address  for  a  copy  of  any  such  order. 
This  question  arose  in  this  way.  The 
Urban  District  Council  of  Aldershot  for- 
warded for  the  consideration  of  the  County 
Council  of  Hampshire,  a  memorial  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Aldershot  complaining 
that  the  traction  engines  connected  with 
the  Army  had  been  running  through  the 
streets  of  Aldershot  at  a  rate  higher  than 
they  had  any  right  to  run  under  the 
Locomotives  Act,  1865;  that  those  trac- 
tion engines  were  of  a  weight  greater 
than  was  authorised  under  the  Act ;  and 
that  they  in  other  respects  violated  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  The  County 
Council  communicated  with  the  Standing 
Joint  Committee  of  the  county,  who,  in 
their  turn,  communicated  with  the 
chief  constable,  and  the  constabulary 
were  instructed  by  the  chief  constable 
to  attend  to  the  matter.  They  found 
that  the  representations  of  the  people  of 
Aldershot  were  correct,  and  that  the  trac- 
tion engines  were  in  the  habit  of  going 
above  the  rate  of  two  miles  an  hour 
through  the  streets  of  Aldershot  to  the 
damage  of  the  thoroughfares  and  also  to 
the  annoyance  of  the  inhabitants.  There- 
fore, the  police  were  instructed  to  prosecute, 
and  they  took  proceedings  at  the  Petty 
Sessions  against  the  driver  of  one  of  these 
traction  engines.  There  was  no  question 
whatever  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  It 
was  admitted  that  he  had  been  going  at 
a  higher  speed  than  two  miles  an  hour, 
and  a  small  penalty  was  imposed  upon 
him  for  this  breach  of  the  law. 

A  circumstance  subsequently  arose 
which  had  not  been  considered  before. 
The  driver  thought  it  desirable  to  lodge 
%n  appeal  against  the  decision  of   the 

Lord  Windsor. 


Petty  Sessions  on  the  ground  that  as  the 
Crown  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Act  of 
1865  the  servant  of  a  contractor  to  the 
Government  might  be  considered  to 
be  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  by  reason  of  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown,  The  law  in  this 
country  is  a  very  curious  one, 
and  it  turned  out,  when  the  case  came 
before  the  Divisional  Court,  that  ser- 
vants of  contractors  do  come  within  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  therefore 
are  not  amenable  to  the  law.  Accord- 
ingly the  conviction  was  quashed,  and 
the  police  were  rendered  powerless  to 
deal  with  this  nuisance.  This  was  the 
reason  why  I  raised  a  similar  question  in 
connection  with  the  Motor-Cars  Bill. 
Your  Lordships  agreed  to  a  clause  dis- 
tinctly placing  servants  of  the  Crown 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Motor-Cars 
Bill,  and  I  desire  in  this  connection  to 
express  my  obligation  to  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  to  the 
President  of  the  Local  Gk>vemment 
Board  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
considered  this  question.  I  think  it 
is  quite  clear,  now  that  the  principle 
has  been  accepted  that  servants  of 
the  Crown  should  be  made  liable  to 
legislation  of  this  kind,  that  it  ought  to 
apply  to  the  Locomotives  Act,  1865.  In 
view  of  the  decision  which  has  been 
adopted  in  the  case  of  the  Motor-Cars 
Bill,  it  is  really  incumbent  upon  the 
different  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  care  that  the  servants  of 
the  Crown,  under  them,  conform  to  the 
provisions  of  other  Acts  of  a  similar  kind. 
I  may  mention  that,  although  some  repre 
sentations  have  been  made  to  the  War 
Office  in  this  matter,  the  nuisance  continues, 
and  only  on  Monday  last  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Aldershot  on  the  Hampshire 
County  Council  stated,  at  the  meeting  of 
that  council,  that  the  nuisance  continued, 
and  that  the  present  state  of  things  con- 
stituted a  danger  to  the  inhabitants. 

Moved,  that  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  His  Majesty  for  any  order 
that  may  have  been  issued  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  directing  the 
drivers  of  traction  engines  employed  by 
the  War  Office  to  conform  to  the  limits 
of  speed  laid  down  by,  and  the  other 
regulations  contained  in,  the  Locomotives 
Act,  1865.— (JA^  Earl  of  Northbrook.) 
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The  under  SECRETARY  of 
.STATE  FOR  WAR  (The  Earl  of  Hard- 
wickb)  :  My  Lords,  it  is  quite  true,  as 
the  noble  Earl  has  stated,  that  represen- 
tations have  been  made  to  the  War  Office 
on  this  matter,  and  the  War  Office  have 
had  under  consideration  the  manner  in 
which  effect  can  be  given  to  the  noble 
Earl's  wishes.  The  noble  Earl  has  men- 
tioned a  case  which  occurred  at  Alder- 
shot,  and  which  came  before  the  High 
Court.  That,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  is 
the  only  case  which  has  come  before  the 
Courts,  but  no  doubt,  as  the  noble  Earl 
«ays,  other  instances  have  occurred. 
I  can  only  express  regret  that  the  instruc- 
tions issued  by  the  War  Office  have  not 
been  complied  with.  I  may  say  that  in 
1901  instructions  were  issui^i  with  respect 
to  the  pace  at  which  traction  engines  in 
the  employ  of  the  War  Office  might  move. 
The  order  that  I  refer  to  was  dated 
1 7th  January,  1901,  and.  after  stating  that 
at  several  stations  difficulty  had  arisen 
with  the  local  authorities  with  regard  to 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
various  Highways  and  Locomotives  Acts, 
the  Instruction  proceeded — 

**  It  will  be  observed,  from  the  papermarked 
B  enclosed,  that,  while  it  is  not  admitted  that 
the  War  Department  is  bound  by  any  of  the 
Acts  in  question,  their  provisions,  except  as 
regards  taking  out  licences,  should  on  no 
•account  be  ignored,  other  than  for  some  special 
and  unavoidable  military  necessity." 

On  the  representations  made  to  me  by 
the  noble  Earl  I  instituted  inquiries,  and 
^A  a  result  received  information  from  the 
Oeneral  Officer  commanding  the  First 
Army  Corps,  Sir  John  French,  that,  so  far 
.as  he  is  aware,  the  drivers  of  the  War 
Department's  engines  are  perfectly  well 
aware  of  the  regulation  issued  in  1901, 
and  have  not  exceeded  the  limit  of  speed 
At  which  they  are  allowed  to  go.  I  must 
^mit,  of  course,  that  that  Instruction 
-did  not  refer,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
ix)  engines  employed  by  War  Office  con- 
tractors, and,  if  1  understood  the  noble 
Earl  correctly,  the  nuisance  to  which  he 
Tefei*s  has  occurred  through  the  driving 
of  traction  engines  belonging  to  contrac- 
tors at  a  speed  in  excess  of  the  limit 
flowed  by  the  Act  of  1865. 

The  War  Office  cannot  agree  to  complv 
with  the  Locomotives  Act,  1865,  with 
regard  to  the  weight  of  traction  engines. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  War  Office  at 
"the  present  time  possess  a  considerable 
number  of  traction   engines    which  are 


above  the  legal  weight;  but,  so  far  aS 
the  speed  at  which  they  are  allowed  to 
move  is  concerned,  we  will  do  every- 
thing we  can  to  carry  out  the  wishes 
of  the  noble  Earl.  I  may  say  that  it  is 
proposed  to  again  issue  an  order  to  all 
officers  commanding  to  the  effect  that  no 
officer  will  be  allowed  to  authorise  the 
driving  of,  and  no  driver  will  be  allowed 
to  drive,  a  traction  engine  in  excess  of 
the  speed  limit — namely,  two  miles  an 
hour  in  a  town,  and  four  miles  on  the 
high  road  in  the  country  ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  we  must  reserve  to  ourselves, 
under  very  special  circumstances,  power 
to  allow  these  engines  to  exceed  this 
limit.  The  order,  however,  will  contain  a 
direct  instruction  that  this  permission  to 
exceed,  in  very  special  circumstances,  the 
legal  limit  can  only  be  given  under  the 
authority  of  the  Greneral  Officer  command- 
ing an  Army  Corps  or  district.  I  think 
the  noble  Earl  may  rest  assured  that  it 
will  be  only  in  very  special  circumstances 
that  this  power  will  be  given.  We  pro- 
pose to  apply  this  order  to  contractors  in 
War  Office  employ  who  use  traction 
engines,  and  also  to  say  that  if  on  any 
occasion  they  are  stopped  by  the  police 
for  exceeding  the  legal  limit,  they  cannot 
expect  to  rely  on  the  Treasury  to  set  up 
the  plea  that  they  are  justified  in  their 
action,  owing  to  their  being  in  the  service 
of  the  Crown. 


The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  I  do  not 
think  the  answer  which  the  noble  FArl  has 
given  can  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory. 
It  is  no  doubt  quite  true  that,  technically, 
the  War  Office  is  exempt  from  these  regu- 
lations, but  it  certainly  seems  to  me  that 
they  ought  to  conform  to  them  to  the  ut- 
most possible  extent.  With  regard  to  the 
limit  of  speed,  no  doubt,  as  the  noble 
Lord  has  said,  regulations  will  be  issued 
applying  not  only  to  traction  engines 
which  belong  to  the  War  Office,  but  also 
to  those  belonging  to  contractors,  and 
that  contractors  will  not  be  permitted  in 
future  to  plead  that  they  are  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  War  Office.  But  I  do 
not  exactly  see  how  the  War  Office  can 
prevent  contractors  putting  in  that  plea, 
if  they  are  entitled  to  do  so  under  the 
law. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE  :  I  speak 
under  correction,  but  I  think  it  requires 
that  the  War  Office  should  take  up  the 


Digitized  by  VjiUUV  l6 


1155 


War  Office 


(LORDS) 


Traction  Engiiie$, 


113$ 


defence.  In  the  case  to  which  the  noble 
Earl  referred,  the  Treasury  took  up  the 
case. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON:  Then  I 
understand  that  the  War  OflSce  in  future 
will  not  take  up  the  case  of  any  contrac- 
tor whose  traction  engine  may  exceed  the 
npeed  limit  ? 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE  :  That 
is  so. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  I  do  not 
even  think  it  is  necessary  that  the 
War  Office  should  break  the  law  in  re- 
spect to  the  weight  of  their  engines. 
Whatever  may  be  their  rights,  surely  it 
would  be  better  if  they  were  to  conform 
to  the  general  law  of  the  country  in  this 
matter. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE:  The 
noble  Marquess  must  understand  that  the 
trat^ion  engines  to  which  I  refer,  and 
which  are  in  excess  of  the  legal  weight, 
have  been  built. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  noble 
friend  near  me  has  done  good  service  in 
calling  your  Lordships'  attention  to  this 
matter.  It  is  not  only  at  Aldershot  that 
this  danger  is  experienced,  for  only  the 
other  day,  when  I  was  returning  from 
Kensington  to  Hyde  Park  Comer  in  a 
hansom,  I  passed  a  traction  engine 
drawing  three  huge  vans.  It  was  really 
a  train  going  through  the  streets,  and  I 
do  not  think  such  a  thing  ought  to  be 
allowed.  In  this  case  a  collision  resulted 
at  the  comer  of  a  road.  I  certainly 
think  that  these  traction  trains  ought  to 
be  absolutely  forbidden  in  the  Metro- 
polis. I  venture  to  throw  out  this  sug- 
gestion to  whoever  is  responsible  for  the 
Department  having  jurisdiction  in  this 
matter. 

The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK:  I 
am  much  obliged  to  the  noble  Earl  the 
Under  Secretary  for  the  assurance  he  has 
given  that  instructions  will  be  issiXed  to 
the  effect  that  the  speed  limit  shall  not 
be  exceeded  by  War  OflSce  contractors, 
or  by  those  in  the  employ  of 
the  War  Office.  But  I  think 
the  fact  that  the  traction  tngines 
owned  by  the  War  Office  exceed  the 
weight  laid  down  by  the  Act  is  a  very 

Tht  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 


serious  matter.  One  of  the  main  com- 
plaints on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Aider- 
shot  is  that  these  heavy  engines  tear  up  the 
roads  and  interfere  with  the  gas  and  other 
pipes  laid  under  the  thoroughfares.  I 
beg  to  give  notice  that  I  snail  make 
further  inquiry  into  this  matter,  and  it 
seems  to  me,  that  unless  the  Government 
do  it,  some  other  Member  of  your  Lord- 
ship's House,  should,  in  the  next  sessioD 
of  Parliament,  introduce  a  short  Bill 
enacting  a  similar  clause  to  that  which  has 
been  accepted  by  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment in  the  Motor-Cars  Bill  to  be  applied 
to  all  similar  Act%  of  Parliament  for  the 
safety  of  the  public. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLA^'D 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh):  My 
Lords,  I  am  bound  to  say  I  thought  th*^ 
answer  of  my  noble  friend  the  Undei 
Secretary  was  a  fair  one  on  the  merits  of 
the  Question  as  it  appears  on  the  Paper. 
The  discussion,  however,  has  somewhat 
widened.  Of  course,  no  one  can  ob- 
ject to  the  noble  Earl  bringing  in 
a  legislative  proposal  at  a  future  period^ 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Govern- 
ment will  judge  of  it  when  they 
see  it.  In  the  meantime,  equaUy,  no  one 
can  object  to  the  continuance  of  the 
inquiries  which  the  noble  Earl  fore- 
shadows. I  can  hardly  believe  it  powi- 
ble,  and  I  do  not  understand  it  to  be  said> 
that  War  Office  engines  have  done  damage 
to  water  pipes  and  mains,  and  that  a 
representation  made  to  the  War  Office 
has  not  had  proper  attention  paid  to  it 
I  am  sure  that  if  it  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  any  Government  Department 
that  their  machines  of  any  kind  were 
doing  that  sort  of  damage,  it  would  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  the  local 
authority  would  be  met.  So  far  as  the 
speed  of  these  engines  is  concerned,  I 
think  the  answer  of  the  Under-Secretary 
a  very  fair  one.  I  do  not  understand 
that  it  \&  intended  as  a  practice  to  drive 
these  engines  at  a  speed  greater  than  the 
legal  limit,  but  if  manoeuvres  are 
going  on,  and  the  troops  change  their 
positions,  as  they  must  do,  it  is  not  un- 
reasonable that,  so  far  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sary, those  who  are  supplying  the  needs 
of  the  troops,  at  night,  should  go  a  little 
over  the  limit  if,  under  exceptional  cir 
cumstances,  it  was  necessary.  That,  I 
understand,  is  the  main resenation  of  the 
noble  Earl  the  Under-Secretary,  and  it 
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seems  to  me  a  very  reasonable  one  in  the 
circumstances. 

The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK:  I 
expressly  stated  that  contained  in  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aldershot 
was  a  complaint  that  the  streets  were 
being  damaged  by  these  traction  engines. 
I  did  not  know  until  to^lay  that  the  War 
Office  had  traction  engines  above  the  legal 
weight.  If  that  is  the  case,  they  ought 
not  to  be  used  on  the  Aldershot  roads.  I 
can  assure  the  noble  Lord  that  complaints 
have  been  made  to  the  War  Office,  and  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,   those  com- 

C*  Its  have  not  been  attended  to, 
use,  as  late  as  Monday  last,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Hampshire  County  Coun- 
cil, a  representative  of  Aldershot  stated 
that  the  nuisance  had  not  been  abated. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE;  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  granting  of 
the  Return  moved  for  by  the  noble  Earl, 
but  it  is  rather  an  unusual  thing  for  an 
ordinary  military  order  to  be  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK :  As 
it  is  a  question  of  a  nuisance  to  the  public, 
I  think  it  is  right  that  the  order  should 
be  laid  on  the  Table. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  It  is  a^ 
established  principle  that  if  a  Minister  or 
any  representative  of  a  Government  De- 

girtment  quotes  a  public  document  in  this 
ouse,  it  should  be  laid  on  the  Table. 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE :  I  have 
not  quoted  a  public  document.  I  merely 
quoted  a  draft  of  a  proposed  order. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  accordingly. 

SUBSIDIES  TO   SHIPPING  COMPANIES 
—THE    CUNARD    AGREEMENT. 

*Earl  SPENCER,  who  had  given  notice 
"  To  call  the  attention  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  to  the  arrangement 
lately  made  between  His  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Cunard  Company, 
living  the  Company  a  subsidy  and  a  loan 
for  putting  a  number  of  ships  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Government  under  certain 
circumstances ;  and  to  move  for  a  Return 
showing:  (1)  The  amount,  and  date,  and 
duration  of  previous  subsidies  to  various 
shipping  companies,  and  the  number  of 


ships  embraced  in  these  arran^ementSr 
with  the  speed  of  the  ships ;  (2)  The  num- 
ber of  ships  and  their  speed  embraced  in 
the  present  arrangement  with  the  Cunard 
Company,"  said  :  My  Lords,  This  is  not 
the  first  occasion  that  the  subject  to  which 
my  Question  refers  has  been  before 
your  Lordships.  There  was  a  debate 
initiated  bv  my  noble  friend,  Lord 
Brassey — who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  not  in 
England  and  is  therefore  unable  to  take 
part  in  this  debate — which  led  up  to  this 
very  subject,  and  I  then  took  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  some  general 
views  which  I  hold  on  the  subject  of  sub- 
sidies. This  subject  was  debated  in  the 
House  of  Commons  last  night,  and  I  need 
hardly  say  that  many  of  the  arguments 
that  I  wish  to  bring  forward  were  used 
with  effect  on  that  occasion.  I  attach 
considerable  importance  to  the  question 
of  subsidies.  Now,  what  are  subsidies  I 
They  may  be  of  several  kinds.  Thev 
may  refer  to  payments  for  money  earned^ 
like  postal  subsidies ;  they  may  be  made 
to  encourage  commerce ;  they  may  refer 
to  naval  objects,  and  they  may  also  be 
political  in  their  character.  If  we  look 
for  a  moment  at  the  subsidies  which  are 
made  much  more  frequently,  and  on  a 
different  basis,  abroad,  we  find  that  they 
touch  nearly  all  these  different  points. 
I  am  not  going  into  the  question  of 
foreign  subsidies,  but  I  think  I  may  say 
this,  that  though  they  have  been  success- 
ful in  a  certain  number  of  cases,  in  other 
cases,  where  very  considerable  expense 
has  been  incurred  in  regard  to  subsidies 
to  the  merchant  service,  they  have  not 
been  successful.  In  regard  to  successful 
subsidies,  we  have  the  example  of 
Germany,  and  for  an  example  of  un- 
successful subsidies  I  think  we  may  point 
to  France. 

Now,  my  Lords,  what  is  our  position 
with  regard  to  this  question  1  Our  sub- 
sidies go  almost  entirely  in  two  diree 
tions ;  there  are  the  postal  subsidies  and 
the  naval  subsidies.  The  former  amount 
to  an  enormous  sum  of  money — between 
£700,000  and  £800,000  a  year.  There 
are  as  usual  some  complaints.  No  company 
thinks  they  get  quite  as  much  as  they 
ought  to  ;  but  I  think  the  subsidies  for 
the  postal  service  are  on  a  liberal  senile, 
and  secure  what  we  pay  for  very  ade- 
quately. Then  we  come  to  naval  sub- 
sidies. I  recollect  very  well  that  ques- 
tion arising  while  I  had  the  honour  to  be 
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First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  It  so 
happened  that  within  a  very  few  weeks,  I 
mignt  almost  say  days,  of  the  new  Board 
•of  Admiralty,  over  which  I  presided, 
taking  office,  agreements  were  signed  in 
xegara  to  very  important  subsidies  for 
various  shipping  purposes  which  we  could 
not  possibly,  even  if  we  had  so  desired, 
have  refused  to  enter  into.  I  have  always 
held  that  these  subsidies  could  not  be  de- 
fended. During  the  time  I  was  in  office 
we  did  renew  some  portion  of  one  subsidy 
that  had  come  to  an  end,  but  the  reason  we 
■did  that  was  that  we  could  not,  by  refusing 
it,  deal  with  the  whole  subject,  and  as  the 
whole  subject  would  have  to  come  up  at 
A  later  period,  we  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  wait  until  that  time  airived. 
AVhat  I  have  always  felt  with  regard  to 
naval  subsidies  to  the  mercantile  marine  was 
this,  that  there  was  practically  no  necessity 
for  them.  The  greatshippingcompaniesare 
naturally  very  glad  to  get  £8,000  or 
X10,000  a  year  to  swell  their  funds  and 
meet  the  dividends  required  by  the 
shareholders  ;  but,  with  regard  to  naval 
requirements,  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
any  necessity  for  these  subsidies.  Even 
if  merchant  cruisers  of  great  speed  are 
needed,  the  Admiralty  could  easily  get 
^hips  in  time  of  war  which  would  fulfil 
s\\  their  requirements. 

I  acknowledge  that  in  some  respects 
these  merchant  cruisers  do  service  to  the 
Navy  by  providing  and  encouraging 
naval  reserves.  There  are  many  officers, 
engineers,  and  men  on  the  great  liners 
who  belong^to  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve, 
-and  in  this  way  they  do  meet  a  require- 
ment of  the  Navy ;  but  at  the  same  time  I 
have  never  thought  that  merely  for  the 
•sake  of  naval  reserve  men  you  were 
justified  in  paying  this  very  large  sum. 
When  there  was  a  scare  in  the  eighties, 
^nd  we  were  making  preparations  for  a 
naval  war,  the  Navy  were  able  to 
take  up  a  great  many  ships  which 
-entirely  answered  their  expectations. 
The  ships  of  great  speed  belonging  to  the 
Navy  have  increased  immensely  since 
those  days,  and  the  number  of  cruisers  of 
,great  speed  are  considerably  more 
numerous  than  they  were  when  this 
policy  was  first  initiated.  I  find  that 
this  matter  is  referred  to  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in  his  annual 
Beport,  in  which  he  indicates  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the   Board  this  is  the  most 
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economical  method  of  effectually  meeting 
a  special  need.  The  noUe  Lord  refers  to 
a  very  important  Report  of  a  Committee 
in  another  place,  presided  over,  I  think, 
by  Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil  It  is  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  Report,  and  well  worthy 
of  perusal  The  Committee  say  that  a 
general  system  of  subsidies,  other  than 
for  services  of  the  country,  is  costly  and 
inexpedient.  I  quite  admit  that  later  on 
they  do  refer  to  some  special  occasions 
when  they  consider  it  may  be  necessary 
or  desirable,  under  certain  conditions,  to 
give  subsidies. 

Subsequently  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
stated — I  believe  it  was  in  the  beginning 
of  July — that  in  the  exercise  of  their 
own  judgment,  and  fortified  by  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee  to  which  I 
have  just  referred,  the  Admiralty  did  not 
propose,  when  the  time  came  for  renewing 
these  agreements,  that  they  should  be 
renewed.  That  was  a  very  important 
declaration.  It  seemed  to  i  gree  with  the 
view  I  had  taken.  But  what  has  hap- 
pened 1  We  now  have  a  a  ery  important 
agreement  with  a  great  Trausatlantic  Com- 
pany—namely, the  Cunard  Company.  His 
Majesty's  Government  have  gone  into  sub- 
sidies on  a  new  scale,  and  on  a  very  much 
larger  scale  than  they  have  ever  done 
before.  I  should  like  to  know  what  gave 
rise  to  this  agreement.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  it  is  the  outcome  of  what  I 
may  call  the  "  Do  something  "  policy.  I 
have  once  or  twice  noticed  that  His 
Majesty's  Government,  when  they  are  in 
difficulty  and  the  country  is  calling  out 
and  attacking  them  for  want  of  action, 
suddenly  take  some  action  which  I  think 
they  are  afterwards  rather  sorry  they  have 
taken.  I  am  not  saying  this  with  refer- 
ence to  the  action  of  the  noble  Earl  oppo- 
site on  this  particular  point,  but  I  think 
this  arrangement  with  the  Cunard  Com- 
pany was  the  result  of  the  panic 
caused  by  what  is  called  the  Pierpont 
Morgan  combine.  At  that  time  there 
was  a  most  exaggerated  feeling  as  to  the 
disastrous  harm  this  combination  would 
do  to  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

It  has  been  said  that  if  the  Govern 
ment  had  not  proposed  this  arrangement 
this  great  company  would  have  joined 
the  combine,  but  1  can  hardly  think 
that ;  and  that  it  was  to  prevent  the 
absorption  of  the  Cimard  Company  that 
the   arrangement  lately  made    between 

Digitized  by  V^OUV  IC 


1141    ^Subsidies  to  Shipjnng Co.'s.     {13  August  11)03}    — Thf  Curuud  Agietment,  1 142 


Hia  Majesty's  Grovernment  and  that  com- 

Cy  was  entered  into.  From  what  I 
e  heard,  there  is  not  any  longer  any 
great  fear  to  be  entertained  from  the 
operations  of  the  combine.  In  its  work- 
ing the  combination  has  not  been  so 
successful  as  it  was  expected  to  be  by 
those  who  brought  it  into  operation,  and 
I  think  we  need  not  fear  very  much 
from  it.  I  would  ask  your  Lordships 
to  consider  for  a  moment  the  financial 
aspect  of  this  axrangement  with  the 
Cunard  Company.  This  is  a  very  large, 
well-known  and  well-managed  company. 
It  has  been  stated  that  the  present  market 
value  of  its  shares  is  £1,200,000 ;  that 
the  nominal  value  is  £1,600,000,  and  that 
the  value  of  its  ships  is  £2,000,000. 
Now,  what  is  this  arrangement  that  has 
been  entered  into  with  the  Cunard  Com- 
pany 1  The  arrangement  gives  great 
pecuniary  assistance  to  this  company. 
The  company  has,  first  of  all,  to  provide 
two  ships  which  are  to  have  a  speed  of 
twenty  four  or  twenty-five  knots  in  mod- 
erate weather.  In  order  to  secure  that, 
His  Majesty's  Grovernment  proposes  to 
grant  the  company  a  loan  of  £2,600,000 
at  2|  per  cent. — an  exceedingly  low  rate 
of  interest — to  be  repaid  in  twentv  years. 
There  is  also  an  enormous  subsidy  to  be 
paid — £150,000  a  year — during  the  same 
period.  This  arrangement,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  on  a  very  excessively  liberal  scale 
for  the  consideration  that  is  given.  I 
believe  that  the  contracts  with  other 
companies  will  come  to  an  end  in  1905, 
and  that  then  we  shall  rely  solely  upon 
this  contract  with  the  Cunard  Company. 

Some  of  tht?  terms  of  the  agreement  are, 
no  doubt,  quite  proper,  but  some  are  very 
remarkable.  One  of  the  terms  is  that 
the  Cunard  Company  are  not  to  raise 
freights  without  the  sanction  of  His 
Majesty's  Government.  It  is  rather  a 
novel  proceeding  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  should  take  an  active  part 
in  regulating  the  finance  of  a  great  ship- 
ping company,  which  is  supported  by  an 
enormous  number  of  shareholders. 
Another  of  the  terms  is  that  there  is 
to  be  no  preference  given  as  against 
British  subjects.  Many  of  us  think 
that  that  might  be  a  good  thing,  but 
it  is  going  a  long  way  commercially 
in  giving  a  subsidy  to  this  company.  I 
should  like  to  ask  whether  we  are  really 
getting  our  money's  worth  for  this 
enormous  sum.     One  of  the  reasons  why 


I  have  moved  for  a  Return,  in  this  form,  is- 
that  we  may  compare  the  new  arrange- 
ment which  is  proposed  with  the  old  one 
in  regard  to  rates  of  speed.  We  have 
always  had  a  larger  number  of  ships 
of  the  merchant  fleet  capable  of  going 
at  a  high  speed  than  almost  any  other 
country.  It  is  only  within  the  last  few 
years  that  one  of  the  German  lines  has- 
built  two  tremendously  large  ships  capable 
of  going  at  a  speed,  I  think,  oi  twenty- 
three  knots. 

♦The  first  LORD  of  the  AD> 
MIRALTY  (The  Earl  of  Selborne)  : 
Twenty-four. 

♦Earl  SPENCER :  Is  this  merely  a 
question  of  vanity  ?  Cannot  this  country^ 
support  the  idea  that  any  other  country 
can,  even  temporarily,  have  merchant 
ships  of  a  greater  speed  than  ours  ?  I 
hanily  think  that  it  is  a  sufiScient  reason^ 
for  entering  into  this  s^reement.  Na 
doubt  I  shall  be  told  that  it  is  not  a  mere 
question  of  vanity,  but  one  of  necessity 
for  the  Navy,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
safe  if  ships  of  other  countries  remained 
with  greater  speed  power  than  any  ships 
we  have.  But  in  order  to  meet  this,  we 
are  going  to  have  only  two  ships.  Will 
the  two  ships  provided  for  in  tne  agree- 
ment be  sufficient,  or  are  we  merely 
taking  the  first  plunge  into  what  will  be 
an  enormous  expenditure  %  I  doubt  verjr 
much,  if  we  begin,  whether  two  sWps 
will  be  considered  sufficient.  We 
must  bear  in  mind  that  these  ves- 
sels cannot  be  put  into  the  line  of 
battle.  They  are  absolutely  unfit  to  be 
considered  as  fighting  ships.  They  may 
have  a  gun  or  two,  but  they  will  have 
no  armour  defence,  and  they  are  not  in 
any  sense  to  be  compared  with  modern- 
cruisers.  They  will  serve  the  purpose  of 
speedy  and  rapid  scouts,  going  from  one 
fleet,  perhaps,  to  another.  That,  so  far 
as  I  can  make  out,  will  be  their  princi- 
pal object. 

Again,  why  is  it  the  Cunard  Company 
alone  is  selected  1  There  will  undoubtedly 
be  jealousy  created  on  the  part  of  other 
companies.  Your  Lordships  must  remem- 
ber that  other  companies  already  have 
ships  going  within  two  knots  or  so  of 
these  ships.  I  should  like  to  know  what  the 
experts  say,  from  a  naval  point  of  view, 
as  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  having 
ships  which  cannot  be  put  into  the  line 
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of  battle.  You  propose  to  take  these 
very  fast  ships  away  from  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  line.  Many  people  think 
that  the  best  ships  will  be  more  needed 
in  time  of  war  for  freight  than  as  scouts 
for  the  Navy.  I  think  that  is  an  im- 
portant point  for  consideration.  I 
thought  it  of  the  utmost  moment  to 
bring  this  subject  before  your.Lordships, 
as  I  do  not  believe  that  the  first  step  in 
so  great  a  transaction  should  be  taken 
without  obtaining  from  the  Government 
their  reasons  on  financial,  naval,  and 
•even  commercial  grounds  for  what  they 
propose.  I  have  thought  it  well  to  make 
«ome  criticisms  and  to  ask  some  Ques- 
tions, but  I  do  not  do  so  in  any  hostile 
spirit,  but  rather  in  an  enquiring  spirit. 
At  present  I  certainly  am  not  favourable 
to  these  proposals,  but  I  shall  listen 
<^vith  great  care  and  attention  to  what 
ray  noble  friend  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  may  say  upon  them  ;  and  if 
3ie  can  prove  that  the  proposals  are 
necessary  for  the  strength  and  safety  of 
the  Navy  in  time  of  war,  and  can  only  be 
secured  on  the  terms  announced,  I  shall 
certainly  modify  my  view.  I  beg  to 
move  the  Motion  standing  in  my  name. 

Moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
House  a  return  showing — 

1.  The  amount,  and  date,  and  duration 
of  any  subsidies  given  in  the  past  by  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  shipping  com- 
panies, and  the  number  of  ships  embraced 
in  these  arrangements,  with  the  speed  of 
the  ships. 

2.  The  number  of  ships  and  their  speed 
embraced  in  the  present  arrangement 
with  the  Cunard  Company. —  {Earl 
Spencer,) 

♦The  Earl  of  SELBORNE  :  My  Lords, 
it  is  always  a  great  pleasure,  if  he  will 
allow  me  to  say  so,  to  follow  the  noble 
Earl  in  discussing  naval  affairs,  for  gener 
ally  I  am  in  the  very  happy  position  of 
finding  myself  in  agreement  with  him  as 
to  naval  policy  ;  but  to-ni^ht,  I  am  more 
unfortunate  than  usual.  I  shall  try,  how- 
ever, to  convince  him,  before  I  sit  down, 
that  what  the  Government  has  done,  has 
in  its  naval  aspect,  at  all  events,  been 
wisely  done.  I  will  not  follow  the  noble 
Earl  at  length  in  the  early  part  of  his 
speech,  in  which  he  dealt  with  the  history 
of  naval  subsidies.  I  do  not  agree  with 
him.  I  think  that  when  subsidised 
Earl  Spencer, 


merchant  cruisers  were  first  established 
they  supplied  a  real  need  ;  and  it  is  only 
because,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  circumstances  have  entirely 
changed,  and  they  no  longer  can  sup- 
ply that  need,  that  we  resolved 
not  to  continue  any  of  the  present 
subsidy  agreements.  That  is  owing, 
not  to  an  opinion  that  former 
Boards  have  been  wrong,  but  to  the 
opinion  that  circumstances  have  entirely 
altered.  The  noble  Earl  asks  :  Is  it  con 
sistent,  on  the  one  hand,  to  abandon  the 
old  policy  of  subsidies,  and,  on  the  other, 
to  embark  on  this  very  large  and  ahnost 
startling  policy  in  respect  of  the  two  new 
Cunarders  t  I  think  I  can  show  him 
that  there  is  no  inconsistency  whatever  in 
our  action.  Just  as  the  old  policy  was 
abandoned  because  the  needs  which  it  was 
created  to  meet  had  passed  away,  so  the 
new  policjr  has  been  adopted  to  meet  new 
and  special  needs,  which  could  not  he 
met  in  other  ways  and  more  economically. 

Before  I  deal  with  the  naval  aspect  of 
this  agreement,  I  wish  to  emphasise 
strongly  that  this  agreement  is  not  a 
naval  agreement  pure  and  simple ;  the 
naval  aspect  is  only  one  of  the  aspects  of 
the  agreement.  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
conceal  the  fact — on  the  contrary,  I  as- 
sert it — that  the  agreement  has  a  direct 
connection  with  the  Morgan  combination 
of  last  year.  I  do  not  expect  the  nohle 
Lord,  from  what  he  has  said,  to  concur 
with  me,  but  I  say,  without  hesitation, 
that  in  my  opinion  it  would  have  been  a 
very  serious  thing  indeed,  if  the  whole  of 
the  great  Atlantic  lines  had  passed  into 
the  hands  of  a  foreign  association.  Ttt 
noble  Earl  said  that  Sie  fears  we  held  a 
year  ago  about  the  effect  of  this  combine 
have  been  proved  to  be  unfounded.  I 
think  it  is  rather  early  for  the  noble  Earl 
to  form  a  final  judgment  on  that  subject 

But,  putting  that  argument  on  one 
side,  has  it  not  occurred  to  him  that  there 
is  a  great  difference  between  an  associa 
tion  that  does  not  include  one  of  the  prin 
cipal  lines,  and  one  that  embraced  them 
alii  I  am  not  in  the  secrets  of  the 
Cunard  Company,  and  therefore  cannot 
speak  with  authority,  but  I  have,  myself, 
no  doubt  whatever  that,  if  the  Go?em 
ment  had  not  intervened  in  the  matter, 
the  Cunard  Company  would  have  been 
forced  into  the  American  combine,  and 
the  result  would  have  been  that  we  should 
not  have  had  one  great  line  of  steamers 
under  British   control  on  the   Atlantic 
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Therefore,  I  assert,  in  the  plainest  man- 
ner, that  this  agreement  is  not  merely  a 
naval  one ;  it  has  wider  and  national  as- 
pects as  well  as  a  naval  aspect. 

Now  I  pass  on  to  the  naval  aspect,  and 
so  far  as  that  aspect  of  the  case  is  con- 
cerned, it  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  Morgan  combination.  The 
Admiralty  had  been  anxiously  consider- 
ing the  question  before  they  knew  of  the 
Morgan  combine,  and  as  far  back  as 
26th  April  last  year  the  Admiralty 
appointed  the  Committee  presided  over 
by  Lord  Camperdown,  which  was  the 
result  of  a  consideration  of  this  question, 
which  certainly  had  begun  weeks  before 
I  heard  of  the  possibility  of  the  Morgan 
combination.  If  the  noble  Earl  will 
turn  to  the  Eeport  which  was  laid  before 
Parliament  some  time  ago,  he  will  see 
how  all  these  questions  were  raised.  The 
first  paragraph  in  the  Eefereuce  of  that 
Eeport,  which  is  signed  by  Sir  Evan 
Macgregor,  contains  the  statement  that 
he  was  commanded  by  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  to  state  that, 
as  the  fastest  ships  in  the  mercantile 
marine  now  in  existence  were  not  regis- 
tered as  British  vessels,  the  time  had 
<jome,  in  their  Lordships'  opinion,  to  re- 
consider the  principles  on  which  subsidies 
were  now  being  given,  with  a  view  to 
securing  (1)  greater  horse  power,  and 
therefore  greater  speed  ;  (2)  that  merchant 
steamers  once  subsidised,  shall  not  be 
transferred  to  a  foreign  flag  without  the 
consent  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty ;  and 
so  on. 

What  was  the  naval  case  we  had  to 
meet  1  In  time  of  naval  war  the  Navy 
has  two  functions  to  perform.  One  is  to 
subdue  the  battle  fleets  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  achieve  ani  maintain  the  com- 
mand of  the  sea;  but  its  second  and 
much  more  difficult  function  is  to  give 
adequate  protection  to  the  ereat  ocean 
•commerce  of  this  country.  What  were 
the  facts  with  which  the  Board  of  Ad- 
-rairalty  were  confronted  t  They  were 
•confronted  with  the  fact  that  there  were 
.afloat  at  least  two — and  there  were  being 
built,  I  think,  two  more — ocean  steam- 
ships which,  owing  to  their  great  horse- 
power and  the  enormous  amount  of  coal 
they  could  carry  in  time  of  war,  were  in 
such  a  position  that  there  was  not  a 
single  cruiser  in  the  Navy  that  could  by 
^ny  possibility  hope  ever  to  catch  them. 


I  ask  your  Lordships  to  picture  the  state 
of  public  opinion  in  this  country  in  time 
of  naval  war,  if  it  were  found  that  there 
were  two,  three,  orf our  merchant  cruisers 
on  the  sea  that  were  able  absolutely  to 
defy  all  His  Majesty's  cruisers,  and  were 
picking  up  merchant  steamer  after 
merchant  steamer  just  as  they  pleased. 
What  would  public  opinion  have  said  of 
an  Admiralty  that  had  entirely  ignored 
in  their  calculations  the  existence  of  any 
such  ships  7  Would  there  not  have  been 
something  very  like  a  panic  amongst  the 
insurance  offices  1  Would  not  all  our 
calculations  as  to  what  would  be  the 
course  of  trade  in  time  of  war  have  been 
upset  by  such  an  absolutely  unprece- 
dented state  of  affairs  1 

The  Board  of  Admiralty  were  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  that  was  an  evil 
for  which  a  remedy  had  to  be  found,  and 
the  only  question  was,  What  was  the 
cheapest  and  most  economical  method  of 
finding  that  remedy?  It  was  just  at 
that  moment  that  the  American  com- 
bination was  made  public,  and  when  it 
became  clear  that  such  a  state  of  affairs 
as  I  have  described  existed,  then,  of 
course,  the  Admiralty  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity as  one  that  could  help  them 
to  meet  the  situation.  Whatever 
anyone  may  think  as  to  the  wisdom  or 
unwisdom  of  the  course  the  Admiralty 
took,  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  no- 
one  who  goes  into  the  figures  can  contend 
for  one  single  moment  that  this  particular 
want  could  have  been  supplied  in  any 
cheaper  way.  It  would  have  cost  far 
more  if  the  Admiralty  had  attempted  to 
build  cruisers  able  to  compete  in  steam 
power  and  coal-carrying  capacity  with 
these  liners.  It  would  not  only  have 
been  a  case  of  their  original  cost, 
but  of  their  annual  maintenance  and 
of  dock  accommodation.  Therefore, 
whatever  may  be  the  opinion  as  to  the 
wisdom  or  unwisdom  of  the  policy 
adopted,  given  the  assumption  that  this 
evil  had  to  be  remedied,  I  am  quite 
confident  that  nobody  giving  the  matter 
careful  consideration  could  come  to  any 
other  conclusion  than  that  this  was  the 
cheapest  way  of  remedying  it. 

Now  I  pass  to  the  noble  EarPs  criti- 
cisms on  the  financial  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment. I  do  not  think  if  the  noble  Earl 
were  to  consult  the  great  steamship 
owners  they   would  tell  him    that    the 
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Cunard  Company  had  made  other  than  a 
perfectly  fair  bargain.  I  do  not  think 
they  would  say  tnat  the  Cunard  Com- 
pany were  to  receive  an  enormous 
prefcent,  exceeding  the  value  of 
the  services  which  it  had  engaged  to 
render.  The  House  must  remember 
that  neither  the  Cunard  Company  nor  any 
other  company  would  for  conimercial 
reasons  have  dreamt  for  one  moment  of 
building  such  ships.  They  are  strictly 
uncommercial  ships,  and  if  the  Cunard 
Company  had  been  left  to  themselves  I 
should  be  greatly  surprised  if  they  thought 
of  building  ships  to  go  at  a  speed  of  over 
twenty-one  knots.  These  ships  are  to 
steam  between  twenty-four  and  twenty- 
five  knots.  The  strong  Committee,  over 
which  Lord  Camperdown  presided,  and 
which  contained  authorities  like  Admiral 
Fitzgerald  and  Professor  Biles,  went  into 
the  question  of  cost,  and  to  show  you  how 
greatly  the  speed  afiects  the  cost,  I  will 
quote  some  figures  from  their  tables.  They 
calculated  that  the  first  cost  i.f  a  liner  of 
twenty-one  knots  would  be  £400,000  ; 
of  twenty -three  knots,  £575,000  ;  of 
twenty-four  knots,  £850,000;  and  of 
twenty-five  knots,  £1,000,000— that  is  to 
say,  the  difference  in  the  speed  from 
twenty-one  to  twenty-five  knots  an  hour 
made  a  difference  in  the  cost  of  £600,000, 
or  that  the  faster  ship  cost  two 
and  a-half  times  the  original  cost  of 
a  ship  of  twenty -one  knots.  They 
also  calculated  that  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  obtain  the  services  of  one  ship 
of  twenty-five  knots  as  a  subsided  mer- 
chant cruiser,  we  would  have  to  pay 
£149,000  a  year  for  an  agreed  term  of,  I 
believe,  ten  years.  On  a  twenty  years' 
basis  we  have  made  an  arrangement  for 
two  ships,  for  £150,000  a  year.  There- 
fore, I  think  it  cannot  be  said  that  we 
have  exceeded  the  limits  which  an  im- 
partial Committee  recommended  after  care- 
ful calculation. 

As  regards  the  other  terms  and  stipu- 
lations which  the  noble  Earl  quoted,  I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government, 
when  we  are  concluding  such  a  bargain, 
to  get  all  the  advantage  we  can  not  only 
for  the  Navy,  but  for  British  trade  also. 
Surely  it  would  be  rather  a  scandalous 
thing  if  ships  subsidised,  as  these 
are  to  be,  were  used  to  raise  freights 
in  an  undue  manner,  or  to  give 
an  advantage  to  foreign  goods  over 
British  goods.     Therefore,  I  think,  these 

The  Earl  of  Selbome 


stipulations  were  only  reasonable.  As 
regards  the  inclusion  of  a  lien  in  time  of 
war  on  other  ships  of  the  fleet,  of  course, 
according  to  the  policy  which  the  Ad- 
miralty has  adopted,  a  separate  agree- 
ment for  that  purpose  would  not  have 
been  made,  but  when  this  general 
arrangement  was  being  framed  it  was 
thou^t  that  it  would  be  an  advantage 
that  a  lien  should  exist  on  the  other 
ships ;  and  I  do  not  think  the  most  rigid 
approver  of  the  general  principle  of  not 
subsidising  low-speed  ships  would  object, 
in  a  special  case  like  this,  to  their  inclu- 
sion in  the  general  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment. I  trust  that,  if  I  have  not  con 
vinced  the  noble  Earl,  I  have  at  any  rate 
made  clear  what  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Admiralty  has  been,  and  I 
need  not  say  I  have  no  objection  what- 
ever to  the  Eeturn  for  which  the  noble 
Earl  has  moved. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 


SHIPPING    FREIGHTS    TO    SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

Earl  GREY,  who  had  given  notice 
"  To  move  for  a  Return  giving  the  rates 
per  ton  on  shipments  of  rails  consigned 
to  South  African  ports  by  His  Majesty's 
Grovemment  between  the  years  1898  am 
1903,"  said  :  My  Lords,  I  understood  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
to  say  yesterday,  in  the  course  of  liis 
answer  to  my  question  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  Crown  Agents  place  their 
freight  contracts,  that  it  was  possible 
that  my  interest  in  this  question  was  due 
to  my  belief  that  the  British  South 
Africa  Company  had  been  more  success- 
ful than  the  Colonial  Office  in  placing 
their  ireight  contracts ;  and  he  suggested 
that  this  belief,  which  I  own  I  entertain, 
was  due  to  the  difference  between  the 
character  and  bulk  of  the  consignmenti 
shipped  to  South  Africa  by  the  British 
South  Africa  Company  and  His  Majesty's 
Government  respectively.  I  wish  to  im- 
press upon  the  noble  Duke,  who  is  re 
sponsible  for  calling  the  British  South 
Africa  Company  as  witness,  that  in  my 
opinion  the  startling  disparity  which  i 
believe  has  existed  between  the  cost  of 
similar  services  rendered  by  shipowners 
to  His  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
British  South  Africa  Company  does  not 
from  any  difference  between  the 
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character  and  value  of  their  freights,  but 
is  diie  simply  and  entirely  to  a  difference 
in  their  business  methods. 

I  am  under  the  impression — the  noble 
Duke  will  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong — 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  has  paid 
sums  ranging  from  25s.  to  as  high 
as  33s.  per  ton  for  the  shipment  of 
rails  required  for  the  South  African 
railways  at  the  same  time  that  a 
freight  of  178,  per  ton  was  all  that  was 
paid  for  rails  required  for  the  Rhodesia 
Railways.  The  reason  of  this  startling 
difference  I  believe  to  be  that  the  Govern- 
ment traded  exclusively  with  the  Con- 
ference lines,  and  the  Rhodesia  Railways 
resorted  to  shipowners  outside  the  Con- 
ference. I  heard  with  great  satssfaction 
the  announcement  of  the  noble  Duke 
laat  night  that  all  shipowners  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  tendering  for 
Government  freights.  It  may  be  urged 
that  the  Government  having  come  to 
this  decision  it  is  unnecessary  to  call  for 
a  Return  showing  the  rates  paid  on  con- 
signments of  rails  to  South  Africa.  My 
reason  for  wishing  to  obtain  the  figures 
which  would  be  shown  by  this  Return  is 
that  I  desire  to  have  the  evidence  of 
facts  which  will  show  the  importance  of 
open  competition,  and  how  greatly  the 
State  suffers  from  the  adoption  of  a 
system  of  close  trading.  It  is  my  belief 
that  if  the  Government  had  adopted  the 
same  business  methods  as  have  been 
practised  by  the  British  South  African 
Co.  an  enormous  saving  of  public  money 
would  have  been  effected,  and  my  object 
in  moving  for  this  Return  is  to  provide 
evidence  which  will  be  instrumental  in 
saving  a  recurrence  of  similar  waste  of 
public  money  in  the  future. 


*Moved,  for  a  Return  giving  the  rates 
per  ton  on  shipments  of  rails  consigned 
to  South  African  ports  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  between  the  years  1898  and 
190S:'— {Earl  Grey,) 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY TOR  THE  COLONIES  (The  Duke 
of  Marlborough):  My  Lords,  I  can 
assure  the  noble  Earl  that  when  I  stated 
last  night  that  he  appeared  to  think  that 
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the  methods  adopted  by  the  British 
South  Africa  Company  enabled  a  cheaper 
rate  of  freight  to  be  secured  than  those 
obtained  by  the  Crown  Agents,  I  did  not 
say  it  in  any  feehng  of  disrespect  to  the 
noble  Lord  or  to  the  Company  in  ques- 
tion, and  I  rather  gather  that  the  noble 
Earl  has  this  afternoon  endorsed  the 
statement  I  then  made.  The  noble  Earl 
may  be  correct  in  his  view  that  the 
rates  obtained  by  the  British  South 
Africa  Company  are  better  than  those 
which  the  Crown  Agents  are  able  to 
secure  at  present.  That  is  not  the 
opinion  of  the  Colonial  Office.  I  think 
I  explained  to  the  noble  Earl  last  night 
that  the  Crown  Agents  are  frequently 
called  upon  to  make  assignments  at  very 
short  notice,  and  they  cannot  send  these 
small  freights  at  such  a  cheap  rate  as  a 
Company  like  the  British  South  African 
Company,  which  probably  orders  many 
months  before  the  undertaking  is  carried 
out. 

The  noble  Earl  asks  for  a  somewhat 
comprehensive  Return.  He  wishes  for  a 
Return  of  the  rates  per  ton  on  shipments 
of  rails  consigned  to  South  African  ports 
by  His  Majesty's  Government  between 
the  years  1898  and  1903.  I  am  sorry  to 
inform  him  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
give  him  any  facts  concerning  the  rates 
per  ton  on  shipments  of  rails  prior  to  the 
year  1899.  Prior  to  that  time  the  Boer 
Republic,  if  they  ordered  any  rails  from 
England,  did  so  on  their  own  authority, 
and  we  had  no  control  over  their  orders  ; 
and  the  Governments  of  Natal  and  the 
Cape,  being  self-governing  Colonies,  were 
entitled  to  give  what  orders  they  liked, 
and  so  far  as  the  Colonial  Office  are  con- 
cerned, we  have  no  control  over  the 
arrangements  made  by  them  with  regard 
to  freights.  Then  we  come  to  the  year 
1899,  when  the  War  broke  out.  The 
noble  Earl  is  well  aware  that  as  soon  as 
War  was  declared  the  Military  undertook 
the  management  of  the  railways,  and  I 
imagine  that  any  consignment  of  rails 
they  wished  to  have  from  this  country  in 
order  either  to  repair  the  railways  or  to 
enlarge  them,  were  sent  out  in  their  own 
transports ;  if  not,  I  suppose  they  made 
arrangements  either  through  the  Crown 
Agents  or  through  other  shipping  agen- 
cies. I  am  sure  the  noble  Earl  will  not 
ask  me  to  attempt  to  state  what  those 
arrangements  were,  and  I  do  not  know 
2  S 
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whether  my  noble  friend  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  War  will  be  able  to  give 
him  any  information. 

We  come  then  to  the  termination  of 
the  war  in  July,  1902.  From  that  date 
the  Civil  authorities  in  the  Transvaal  and 
the  Orange  River  Colony  took  over  the 
railways,  and  I  do  not  think  there  would 
be  any  difficulty  at  all  in  furnishing  the 
noble  Earl  with  a  Return  from  that  date 
to  the  present  time.  The  noble  Earl  has 
not  given  me  many  hours  notice,  and  I  am 
unable  therefore  to  give  more  definite 
information  ;  but  this  much  I  can 
promise  him,  that  during  the  recess 
and  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament 
next  year,  a  statement  shall  be  got  out 
showing  exactly  the  rates  per  ton  on 
shipments  of  rails  consi^ed  to  South 
African  ports  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment during  the  last  twelve  months ;  and 
I  hope  that  when  this  statement  is  drawn 
up  and  circulated  it  will  remove  some  of 
those  doubts  which  the  noble  Earl  at 
present  holds,  that  the  arrangements  con- 
ducted by  the  Crown  Agents  on  behalf  of 
the  Colonial  Office  are  not  so  satis- 
factory as  those  that  have  been  conducted 
in  the  past  by  the  British  South  Africa 
Company. 

Earl  GREY:  I  could  not  give  the 
noble  Duke  longer  notice,  because  my 
Motion  for  a  Return  is  the  outcome  of  his 
statement  last  night.  I  understand  that 
he  will  grant  me  the  Return  in  a  limited 
form — namely,  from  July,  1902;  but  I 
would  prefer  it  from  the  Ist  of  January 
of  that  year  if  possible. 

The  Duke  op  MARLBOROUGH :  I 
thought  I  made  it  auite  clear  to  the  uoble 
Earl  that  prior  to  July,  1902,  the  matter 
of  these  freights  was  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  another  Department  of  State, 
and  it  would  be  impossible  and  im- 
proper on  my  part  to  promise  to  make  a 
Return  which  belongs  to  another  Depart- 
ment. But  the  noble  Earl  shall  cer- 
tainly be  furnished  with  the  rates  per 
ton  on  shipments  from  1st  July,  1902,  to 
date. 

On  Question,  Motion,  as  amended, 
agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five 
minutes  before  seven  o'clock, 
until  To-morrow,  Ten  o'clock. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
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HOUSE  OF  CO  MM0N8. 
Thursday,  Uih  AuQust,  1903. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

They  have  agreed  to  Auchterarder 
Town  Council  Order  Confirmation  Bill 
without  Amendment. 

Amendments  to  Hastings  Harbour  Bill 
[Lords]  without  Amendment. 


PETITION 

SOUTH  AFRICA  (COST  OF  GARRISON). 
Petition  from  London,  against  contribu- 
tion by  India ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,   ETC, 


BOARD  OF  TRADE  (LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT). 

Copy  pi^esented,  of  Ninth  Annoal 
Abstract  of  Labour  Statistics  of  th« 
United  Kingdom,  1901-2  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

*« OPTIONS"  AND  "FUTURES"  IN 
FOOD-STUFFS  (LEGISLATION). 

Copies  presented,  of  Reports  from  the 
Canadian  Grovernment  and  from  His 
Majesty's  Representatives  abroad  on 
legislative  measures  respecting  gambling 
in  "Option"  and  "Future"  Ck)ntract8  as 
regaras  food-stuffs  [by  Command];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commisdoners,  and 
modified  and  confumed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  amending  the  West  Manchester 
Light  Railways  Order,  1899,  and  author- 
ising the  construction  of  additional  li^t 
railways  in  the  parish  and  urban  district 
of  Stretford  and  county  of  Lancaster 
(West  Manchester  Light  Bailways  (Ex- 
tensions and  Amendment)  Order,  1903) 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of 
Light  Railways  in  the  parishes  of  Wotton 
St.  Marv  (Without),  Bamwood,  Huccle- 
cote,  and  Brockworth,  in  the  county  of 
Gloucester  (County  of  Gloucester  (Glou- 
cester and  Brockworth)  Light  Eailways 
Order,  1903)  [by  Command] :  to  lie  upon 
the  Table.  ^ 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Ridlway  Commissioners,  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  Light 
Railways  in  the  city  of  Gloucester 
(Gloucester  Corporation  Light  Railways 
Order,  1903)  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table.  ^ 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Comn^ssioners,  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  amending  the  Callington  Light 
Railway  Order,  1900,  Callington  Light 
Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Order, 
1903  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

BRITISH   AND  FOREIGN  TRADE  AND 
INDUSTRY. 

Copy  presented,  of  Memoranda,  Statis- 
tical Tables  and  Charts  prepared  in  the 
Board  of  Trade  with  reference  to  yarious 
matters  bearing  on  British  and  Foreign 
Trade  and  Industrial  Conditions  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WORKMEN'S  TRAINS. 
Return     presented,    relative    thereto 
[ordered  12th  August;    Mr.  Laugh];  to 
Jie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Na  347.] 

LUNACY  (IRELAND). 
Copy    presented,    of     52nd    Report, 
with     Appendices,     of     Inspectors     of 
Lunatics  (Ireland)  for  the  year  1902  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Education  for  the   year  1902-3  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Copy  presented,  of  Two  Orders  in 
CouncUof  10th  August,  1903,  (a)  varying 
the  dues  payable  in  respect  of  the  Basses 
and  Minicoy  Lights ;  and  (b)  confirming 
three  Merchant  Shipping  Ordinances 
enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative 
Council  of  Hong-Kong  f by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894,  AND 

MERCHANT   SHIPPING  (MERCANTILE 

MARINE  FUND)  ACT,  1898. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council 
of  10th  August,  1903,  altering  the  Scale 
of  Light  Dues  set  out  in  the  Second 
Schedule  to  The  Merchant  Shipping 
(Mercantile  Marine  Fund)  Act,  1898  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DOCKYARD  PORTS  REGULATION  ACT, 
1866. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council, 
dated  10th  August,  1903,  making  Rules 
and  Regulations  for  the  Dockyard  Port 
of  Queenstown  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890. 

Copv  presented,  of  Two  Orders  in 
Council  of  10th  August,  1903,  entitled 
The  Niger  Navigation  Order  in  CouncU» 
1903,  and  the  Niger  Transit  Order  in 
Council,  1903  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PRIVATE   LEGISLATION    PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT,  (1899). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  11th  August;  The  Lord  Advch 
cede];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  348.] 

PAROCHIAL  MEDICAL  OFFICERS 
(SCOTLAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  20th  July;  Mr.  Caiheart 
JFason] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  349.] 

ASSESSMENTS  (COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND 
BURGHS)  (SCOTLAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  10th  August ;  Sir  John  SHrling- 
maxwell'] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  350J  ,     ,,.,.../> 
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LOCAL  TAXATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented,  of  the  Annual  Local 
Taxation  Returns  for  Scotland  for  the 
year  1901-2  Tby  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  351."| 

CYPRUS. 
Return    presented,    relative    thereto 
[ordered  12th   August;    Mr,  Pierpoint]; 
to  lie  upon  the  TaWe,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  352.] 

COURT  OF  PROBATE  DIVISION  (HIGH 
COURT  OF  JUSTICE)  (IRELAND). 

Annual  Account  presented,  of  Receipts 
and  Disbursements  for  the  year  ended 
3l8t  December,  1902  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  ACCOUNT,  1902-3. 
Return    presented,    relative    thereto 
[ordered  7th  August ;  Mr,  Grant  Lawson]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  353.] 

AFRICA. 

(No.  10,  1903)  Copy  presented,  of 
Despatch  from  His  Majesty's  Minister 
at  Brussels  respecting  the  Commission 
for  the  Protection  of  the  Natives,  insti- 
tuted by  the  Government  of  the  Inde- 
Tendent  Congo  State  under  the  Decree  of 
8th  September,  1896  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,  of   Diplomatic   and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,   Nos. 
3058  to  3065  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

FRENCH  LAW  OF  ASSOCIATION. 
(MISCELLANEOUS,  No.  4,  1903). 

Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence 
respecting  the  application  of  the  French 
Law  of  Association  to  Institutions  of 
British  origin  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TRANSPORTS  (SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR). 
Returns  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  6th  August ;  Mr.  Buchanan] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  354.] 

JOINT  STOCK  COMPANIES. 
Return  ordered  "  (I.)  Of  the  Companies 
registered  during  the  year   ended   the 


3l8t  day  of  December,  1902,  which  filed 
a  prospectus  and  to  which  certificates  to 
commence  business  have  been  granted, 
stating— 

(1)  The  date  of  registration. 

(2)  The  date  of  the  prospectus. 

(3)  The  amount  of  the  nominal  capital. 

(4 )  The  amount  of  each  share. 

(5)  The  amount  issued  or  to  be  issued 
otherwise  than  for  cash. 

(6)  The  amount  oflfered  for  subscription 
in  cash. 

(7)  The  amount  underwritten. 

(8)  The  commission  for  underwriting. 

(9)  The  minimum  subscription  re- 
quired. 

(10)  The  amount  allotted  before  com- 
mencing business. 

(11)  The  amounts  per  share  payable 
on  application  and  allotment. 

( 1 2)  The  total  directors'  share  qualifica- 
tion, if  any ;  and 

(13)  The  date  of  the  certificate  to 
commence  business. 

(IT.)  Of  the  Companies  registered 
during  the  year  1902  which  filed  a 
prospectus,  but  to  which  certificates  to 
commence  business  have  not  been 
granted,  stating  the  particulars  specified 
in  (I.)  so  far  as  they  are  applicable. 

(III.)  Of  the  Companies  registered 
during  the  year  1902,  which  filed  a 
declaration  that  the  Company  does  *  not 
issue  any  invitation  to  the  public  to 
subscribe  for  its  shares.* 

(IV.)  Of  the  Companies  registered 
during  the  year  1902  which  have  not 
filed  a  prospectus  or  a  declaration  that 
the  Company  'does  not  issue  asj 
invitation  to  the  public  to  subscribe  for 
its  shares,'  and  stating  the  particulars 
specified  in  (L)  so  far  as  they  are  ap- 
plicable. 

(V.)  Ofthe  Companies  which  were  dis- 
solved or  struck  off  the  register  daring 
the  year  1902. 

(VI.)  Of  the  total  number  of  Com- 
panies dissolved  during  the  year  190i 
(1)  by  order  of  Court;  (2)  after  v(J«d* 
tary  liquidation;  and  (3)  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  The  Com 
panics  Act,  1880,  and  Section  26  of  The 
Companies  Act,  1900. 

(VII.)  Of  the  total  number  and 
nominal  paid-up  and  considered  as  p^ 
up  capital  of  the  Companies  roistered 
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during  the  year  1902  in  London,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Dublin  respectively,  dis- 
tinguishing Limited  Companies  from 
Unlimited,  and  Companies  registered 
with  a  nominal  capital  from  Companies 
roistered  without  such  capital. 

(VIIL)  Of  the  total  number  and  paid- 
up  capital,  including  the  amounts  con- 
sidered as  paid  on  vendors  and  other 
shares,  of  all  Companies  having  a  share 
capital  which  were  on  the  register  on 
the  30th  day  of  April,  1903,  except  such 
Companies  as  were  in  course  of  liquida- 
tion or  removal  from  the  register  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  The  Com- 
panies Act,  1880,  and  Section  26  of  The 
Companies  Act,  1900. 

(IX.)  Of  the  total  number  and 
nominal  capital  of  the  Companies  regis 
tered  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland 
respectively,  in  every  year  since  the 
commencement  of  The  Companies  Act, 
1862,  to  1902,  inclusive. 

(X.)  Of  the  fees  and  capital  duty  paid 
in  respect  of  Registered  Companies  during 
the  year  1902."— (^r.  Gerald  Balfour.) 

DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURAL 
AND  TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION 
(IRELAND). 

Return  ordered,  **  showing  (1)  the 
names  of  permanent  officials  of  the 
Department  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1903 ; 
(2)  description  of  office  ;  (3)  salary  and 
travelling  expenses  ;  (4)  date  of  appoint- 
ment and  previous  employment;  (5) 
tenure  of  office :  '* 

*'  And,  similar  Return  of  officials  em- 
ployed by  the  various  County  Councils 
in  Ireland  in  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruc- 
tion (Ireland)  Act."— (i/n  M'Govem.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CinCU- 
LATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Londonderry  and  Lough  Swilly  Railway— 
Erection  of  Station  at  Pennybum. 

Mr.  McFADDEN  (Donegal,  E.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he  is 
aware  that  a  grant  was  made  some  years 
ago  to  the  Londonderry  and  Lough  Swilly 
Railway  Company  for  the  erection  by 
them  at  Pennybum,  Londonderry,  of  a 
suitable  station,  on  representation  made 
prior  to  the  making  by   Government 


grants  of  the  Camdonagh  and  Burton- 
port  Railways,  in  County  Donegal,  that 
the  station  accommodation  at  Pennybum 
would  be  insufficient  for  the  increased 
traffic  expected  over  the  new  lines ;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  say  whether  the  amount  of 
the  grant  has  been  paid  to  the  London- 
derry and  Lough  Swilly  Railway  Com- 
pany;  and,  if  so,  what  steps  have  been 
taken  by  them  to  carry  out  the  under- 
taking to  erect  a  suitable  station. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Ellioi.)  No  grant 
was  made  to  the  Lough  Swilly 
Company  for  the  erection  by  them  at 
Pennybum,  Londonderry,  of  a  suitable 
station. 

Balance  of  Money  Collected  for  Belief 
of  Distress  in  1841 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  if  he  can  state  in 
whose  names  the  sum  of  £12,552,  lOs.  3d. 
the  balance  of  the  money  collected  to 
relieve  the  distress  in  the  manufacturing 
districts,  was  invested  in  Consols  when 
the  account  at  the  Bank  of  England  was 
closed  in  June,  1844 ;  and  if  he  will  make 
further  inquiry  to  ascertain  how  the 
amount  came  to  be  reduced  to 
£4,965,  7s.  lOd.  in  1874,  and  what  has 
become  of  this  latter  sum. 

{Answeied  hy  Mr.  Sea-etary  Akers- 
Douglas.)  I  have  no  power  enabling  me 
usefully  to  pursue  this  matter  farther. 

Hastings  List  of  Voters— Surcharge  by 
Local  Qovemment  Auditors. 

Mr.  freeman  THOMAS  (Hastings) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  an  appeal  against  a  surcharge  made 
by  the  district  auditor  for  Sussex,  of  the 
value  of  copies  of  lists  of  voters  supplied 
by  the  overseers  of  the  parish  of  Hastings 
to  the  poUtical  agents,  has  been  before 
him  for  decision  for  over  two  years,  he 
will  explain  why  there  has  been  such 
delay  in  dealing  with  it. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  I  am 
sorry  that  there  should  have  been  delay 
in  this  matter,  but  the  legal  question 
invdved  in  the  case  was  one  of  difficulty, 
and    has    been  under  consideration  in 
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connection  with  some  other  cases  of  a 
similar  nature.  The  case  has,  however, 
now  been  decided,  and  the  decision  will 
be  communicated  to  the  parties  at  once. 

Apiilication  for  Police  Oourt  at  Dunblane. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  he  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  inquiring  into 
the  application  of  Dunblane  Town 
Council  for  the  establishment  of  a  police 
Court  for  the  Burgh ;  and  whether  the 
matter  will  have  the  attention  of  the 
Government. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Mwray.) 
The  Secretary  for  Scotland  has  received 
a  communication  from  the  town  clerk 
of  Dunblane  on  the  subject  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member.  Inquiries  are  now 
in  progress. 

Delivery  of  Letters  at  Valentia  Island. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.):  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  he  is 
now  in  a  position  to  state  whether  a 
second  delivery  of  letters  will  be 
established  in  Valentia  Island,  County 
Kerry;  and,  if  so,  when  it  will  come 
into  operation. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,) 
A  second  house  to  house  delivery  oJf 
letters  in  Valentia  Island  would  not  be 
warranted.  It  is  doubtful  even  whether 
a  second  service  to  the  island  during  the 
summer  is  warranted,  but  I  have  given 
directions  that  such  a  service  with  a 
delivery  to  callers  at  the  post  office  shall 
be  instituted  experimentally  during  the 
remainder  of  the  present  summer  season. 
The  arrangement  will  come  into  force  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Early  Closing  of  Straffan  Post  Office. 

Mr.  LEAMY  (KiUare,  N.):  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  hour  of  closing  the  post  office, 
Straffan,  has  been  altered,  with  the 
result  that  parcels  coming  by  the  night 
mail  from  Dublin  are  detained  in  Stra&n 
till  the  following  morning,  and  not 
delivered  on  application  the  same  night 
as  hitherto ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  take  steps 
to  restore  this  facilitv. 


(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  have  no  information  on  this  subject, 
but  I  am  making  inquiry. 

Dismissal  of  a  Belfiut  Post  Office 
Employee. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.):  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  young  man  named  Templeton 
was  some  eight  months  ago  dismissed 
for  the  offence  of  having  emptied  ink 
upon  the  head  of  a  workman  engaged 
at  the  post  office,  Belfast ;  that  another 
young  man  was  in  like  manner  dealt 
with  because  he  withheld  for  a  time 
information  which  ultimately  convicted 
Templeton;  that  a  third  person  who 
had  been  a  witness  to  the  act,  and  who 
also  for  a  time  refused  to  give  informa- 
tion, was  merely  cautioned ;  and,  if  so, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  difference  of 
treatment  of  these  cases,  he  will  cause 
inquiry  into  the  administration  at  Belfast 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  case  was  dealt  with  by  my  prede- 
cessor in  June,  1901,  but  I  am  aware  of 
all  the  circumstances,  and  entirely  agree 
with  the  decision  which  he  arrived  at. 
The  difference  in  the  treatment  of  the 
two  witnesses  to  Mr.  Templeton's  mis- 
conduct was  justified  by  the  fact  that 
one  officer  had  previously  a  clear  record, 
while  the  other  had  not. 


Delay  in  BelflEtst  Mails. 
Mr.  SLOAN:  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  will  say  the  number 
of  times  since  1st  July  last  the  mails 
have  failed  to  reach  Belfast  at  8.40  a.m., 
and  the  cause  of  these  delays. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  infor- 
mation for  which  the  hon.  Member  asks 
in  time  to  answer  his  Question,  but  I 
will  communicate  the  result  of  iny 
inquiries  to  him  by  letter. 

Post  Office  Second  Division  Clerks. 

Mr.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  if  he  will  state 
the  number  of  men  whose  names  are 
recorded  in  the  Order  in  Council,  dated 
16th  August,  1890,  as  being  transferred 
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to  clerkships  of  the  Second  Division  of 
the  Civil  Service,  who  still  remain  in 
exactly  the  same  position  in  which  they 
were  thirteen  years  ago ;  will  he  explain 
why  these  men  (who  previous  to  the 
issue  of  the  Order  in  Council  had 
reasonable  prospects  of  advancement) 
are  now  ignored  in  cases  of  promotion, 
although  Clause  3  of  the  Onler  stated 
that  nothing  in  that  Order  should  place 
them  in  a  worse  position  as  regards 
increments  of  salary,  pension,  holidays, 
subsistence,  and  travelling  allowances 
than  that  in  which  they  stood  before 
their  transfer,  and  notwithstanding  the 
official  assurances  given  to  them  before 
their  transfer  that  their  prospects  should 
not  suffer ;  and  whether  he  will  cause  an 
inquiry  to  be  made  with  a  view  to 
granting  compensation  to  these  men  for 
loss  of  prospects. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  Order  in  Council  gave  power  to  the 
Postmaster-General,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Treasury,  to  transfer  to  the  Second 
Division  any  or  all  of  the  officers  whose 
names  are  specified  in  the  Scnedule  to 
the  Order;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
only  some  of  the  (^cers  in  question 
were  actually  transferred.  None  of  them 
remain  in  exactly  the  same  position  as 
they  were  before  transfer,  as  they 
obtained  an  increased  maximum  to  their 
scale  of  pay,  and  the  majority  have  also 
received  promotion. 


Pimishment  of  Dnblin  Postmen  for 
Mis-deliTery  of  Letters. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
if  he  will  state  under  what  circumstances 
a  departure  has  been  introduced  in  deal- 
ing with  mis-delivery  of  letters  by  post- 
men in  Dublin,  and  explain  why  postmen 
are  suspended  from  duty  for  a  day  or 
more  in  such  cases ;  and  will  he  see  that 
this  punishment  is  annulled. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  have  no  information  on  the  subject,  but 
I  will  make  inquiry  about  it. 

XJnappointed  Postmen  performing  Dnty 
in  Dnblin  Post  Oi&ce. 

Mr.  NANNETTI :  To  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether  he  will  state  the 


number  of  unappointed  postmen  perform- 
ing duty  in  the  Dublin  Post  Office ;  the 
number  of  appointments  made  during 
the  past  twelve  months,  also  the  number 
now  awaiting  appointment  whose  service 
is  over  two  and  a  half  years ;  and  whether 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  in- 
creasing the  number  of  appointments,  sa 
that  assistant  postmen  would  be  appointed 
within  a  shorter  time  than  at  present. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
I  have  not  yet  received  the  specific  in- 
formation desired  by  the  hon.  Member, 
but  prior  to  his  Question  I  had  instituted 
inquiry  on  the  subject,  and  I  will  com- 
municate with  him  as  soon  as  I  am  in  a 
position  to  do  so. 

Postal  Delays  between  London  and 
Edinburgh. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS:  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  any  complaint  has 
reached  him  of  the  time  occupied  in 
transmitting  letters  posted  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Edinburgh  to  places  in  the 
vicinity  of  London,  and  vice  versd ;  and,  if 
so,  can  he  state  the  cause  of  the  delays 
that  have  occurred  recently. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  supply  particu- 
lars of  the  cases  to  which  he  refers,  in- 
quiry shall  be  made  on  the  subject 

Extension  of  the  Hall— Statne  of  King 
OharlesL 

Lord  BALCAKRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Derbyshire,  as  representing  the 
First  Commissioner  of  Works,  if  the 
extension  of  the  Mall  into  Whitehall  will 
involve  the  removal  of  the  equestrian 
statue  of  King  Charles  I. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish.^  The 
extension  of  the  Mall  into  Whitehall  will 
not  necessarily  involve  the  removal  of  the 
statue  of  Charles  L  ;  but  whether  it  will 
be  desirable  to  shift  its  position  depends 
upon  the  exact  line  on  which  the  road 
will  ultimately  be  formed. 

Repayment  to  Donepil  Oonnty  Ck>nncil 
of  Interest  on  finncrana  and  0am- 
donagh  Railway  Guaranteed  Shares. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  the  interest  paid  by  the  Donegal 
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County  Council  upon  the  Buncrana  and 
Carndonagh  Railway  guaranteed  shares 
has  as  yet  been  repaid  by  the  Lough 
Swilly  Railway  Company  to  the  County 
Council  as  per  the  Treasury  agreement 
which  provides  that  after  payment  of 
working  expenses  the  surfdus  shall  go 
first  to  re-imburse  the  County  Council 
any  dividends  paid  in  previous  half-years ; 
what,  after  payment  of  working  expenses, 
has  been  the  net  surplus,  and  what  has 
become  of  it. 

{Answered   by  Mr,   Elliot.)    The    pay- 
ments   made  by   the    Donegal  County 
Council  under  the  guarantee  in  respect  i 
of   the  Carndonagh  Railway  have   not 
been    refunded  by    the   Lough   Swilly 
Company.     The    Board  of   Works   are 
advised  that  the  payments  made  by  the 
County  Council  were  merely  yoltmtary 
pay  men  ts,  and  that  therefore  the  Treasury 
agreement  and  Section  5  of  the  Tram- ' 
ways  Act  of  1883  do  not  apply.    The  net  I 
surplus  available  since  the  opening   of 
the  line  has  not  yet  been  applied,  as  the  | 
accounts    are    still    open,  pending    the , 
settlement  of  certain  items  in  dispute 
between  the  Board  of  Works  and   the 
Lough  Swilly  Company. 

Payment  of  Ghrant  to  Christ  Ohurch 
School,  Blackpool 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
if  he  will  explain  why  the  Board  has 
declined  to  pa,\  until  March,  1904,  the 
grant  earned  by  the  Christ  Church 
School,  Blackpool,  before  1st  July,  1903, 
although  it  is  customary  to  pay  fee 
grants  quarterly. 

{Ansivered  by  Sir  William  Anson.)  I 
presume  that  the  grant  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers  is  the  fee  grant 
earned  by  the  school  before  1st  July, 
1903.  Any  instalment  of  fee  grant  due 
on  or  after  the  appointed  day,  as  is  the 
case  here,  is  paid  to  the  local  authority. 
Any  fee  grant  due  to  the  managers  for 
the  period  of  the  school  year  ending  30th 
June  will  be  paid  to  them  after  the  end 
of  the  school  year,  tc)gether  with  the 
balance  of  the  annual  grant.  It  cannot 
be  paid  earlier,  as  the  complete  Returns 
for  the  year  must  be  received  before  the 
grant  can  be  accurately  calculated. 


Insubordination  on  H.Mil.  "Drake.  ^ 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH  (Oaithnete- 
shire) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  if  he  can  state  the  number 
of  men  of  H.M.S.  "  Drake "  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  since  13th  January, 
1903,  and  the  nature  of  their  offences. 

{ATiswered  by  Mr.  Amold-Forster.)  Be- 
tween the  13th  January  and  the  31st 
March  last,  four  men  belonging  to 
H.M.S.  •'  Drake "  were  sentenced  to 
terms  of  imprisonment  for  acts  of  in- 
subordination, coupled  in  one  case  with 
neglect  of  duty.  No  later  statistics  are 
at  present  available  owing  to  the 
absence  of  H.M.S.  *'  Drake  "  at  sea  in 
connection  with  the  manoeuvres. 

Increased  Dining  Accommodation  in 
Deronport  Dockyard. 

Mr.  DUKE  (Plymouth)  :  To  ask  Ae 
Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  attention  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  has  been  called  to  the  need 
of  increased  accommodation  at  Devon- 
port  Dockyard  for  the  men  who  have 
daily  to  tAe  their  dinners  in  the  yard, 
and  to  the  lack  of  means  in  the  yard  for 
drying  the  working  dothes  of  men 
employed  there  in  the  open  air ;  and,  if 
30,  whether  any  steps  are  to  be  taken  to 
deal  with  these  matters. 

(Ansivered  by  Mr.  Arnold  -  Forster.) 
The  attention  of  the  Board  has  been 
called  to  the  matters  referred  to  in  my 
hon.  friend's  Question,  and  a  Report  on 
the  subject  forwarded  by  the  Admiral 
Superintendent  of  the  Dockyard  is  now 
under  consideration. 


Qnalifled  Nurses  in  Workkoiise 
Inflrmaries. 

SMr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  can  give 
an  assurance  that  no  action  will  he 
taken  with  regard  to  the  recognition  of 
qualified  nurses  for  workhouse  infirmaries 
until  full  opportunity  has  been  given 
for  considering  the  objections  taken  to 
such  appointments. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)    I  can 
assure   my   right    hon.  friend  that  no 
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action  will  be  taken  without  due  con- 
sideration of  all  representations  made  to 
me  in  connection  with  the  Report  of  the 
Departmental  Committee. 

Payment  of  Rebate  on  Com. 

Mr.  CORRIE  grant  (Warwickshire, 
Rugby) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  when  the  rebate  to  corn 
merchants  on  stocks  in  hand  at  June, 
1903,  allowed  by  the  Finance  Act,  will 
be  paid. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Ritchie,)  The  claims 
received  are  being  examined  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  and  over  £A0  000  has  already 
been  paid.  The  remaining  claims  are 
well  in  hand,  and  I  hope  that  they  will 
all  be  disposed  of  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks. 

Issue  and  Payment  of  Exchequer  Bonds. 

MR.  STUART  SAMUEL  (Tower 
Hamlets,  W  hitechapel) :  To  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  will 
explain  how  it  is  that  in  the  Return  of 
PubUc  Income  and  Expenditure  between 
1st  April  and  8th  August,  1903,  the 
issue  of  Exchequer  bonds  appears  as 
£7,000,000.  and  the  amount  paid  oflf  as 
£3,000,000,  whereas  in  the  prospectus 
issued  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury  on  24th 
July  the  total  issue  of  Exchequer  bonds 
is  stated  as  £6,000,000. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Ritchie,)  The  pros- 
pectus had  reference  only  to  the  bonds 
issued  to  the  public,  which  amounted  to 
£6,000,000.  Bonds  of  the  former  bsue 
held  by  the  National  Debt  Commissioners 
were  renewed  to  the  amount  of 
£1,000,000  on  the  terms  realised  by  the 
public  tenders. 

Income  Tax  —  Addresses  of  People  to 
whom  Money  has  been  Loit 

Mr.  groves  (Salford,  S.) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
he  will  state  on  what  authority  surveyors 
of  taxes  insist  on  traders  giving  the 
names  and  addresses  of  customers  to 
whom  they  have  advanced  money,  and 
make  a  separate  assessment  on  interest 
received  by  such  traders  from  borrowers 
upon  which  they  have  already  allowed 
the  tax. 


{Anstuered  by  Mr,  Ritchie,)  It  does 
not  appear  to  be  at  all  usual  for  surveyors 
to  insist  upon  traders  giving  the  names 
and  addresses  of  their  customers  to  whom 
they  have  lent  money;  and  certainly 
the  surveyors  have  no  power  to  make 
assessments,  nor  would  they  suggest  to- 
the  District  Commissioners  to  make 
separate  assessments  on  interest  received 
by  traders  from  borrowers  upon  which 
tax  had  already  been  suffered  by  deduc- 
tion. Cases,  no  doubt,  may  arise  where 
a  trader  includes  *' interest'*  in  bis 
statement  of  profits,  and  claims  a  deduc* 
tion  from  assessment  to  income  tax  in 
respect  thereof  as  having  already  borne 
tax  by  deduction.  In  such  a  case  it 
would  be  the  surveyor's  duty  to  require 
some  verification  of  the  statement  that 
the  interest  had  already  borne  tax. 
The  names  and  addresses  of  the  persons 
paying  the  interest  might  be  necessary  for 
this  purpose.  If  the  surveyor  is  refused 
this  or  any  other  material  information, 
his  only  course  is  to  leave  the  trader  to 
appeal  to  the  District  Commissioners  of 
Taxes  for  the  allowance  claimed.  These 
Commissioners  on  appeal  may  at  their 
discretion  demand,  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  120  of  the  Income  Tax  Act, 
1842,  '  a  complete  schedule  of  all  the 
pa  I  ticulars  required  by  them."  A  sur- 
veyor has  no  power  to  make  such  an 
assessment  as  is  described  in  the  Question. 
The  assessment  is  made  by  the  District 
Commissioners,  but  it  is  often  more 
convenient  for  all  concerned  that  the 
information  necessary  for  such  assess- 
ment should  be  given  to  the  surveyor 
in  the  first  instance. 

Alien  Immigration  Commission  Report.. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central):  To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Alien  Immigration,- 
that,  to  avoid  any  rush  of  immigration 
prior  to  the  legislation  suggested,  imme* 
diate  executive  action,  so  far  as  is  possible, 
should  be  taken ;  and  if  he  will  under- 
take to  give  that  view  early  consideration. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Gerald  Balfour,)  I 
have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  see- 
ing the  Report ;  and,  in  the  meantime^ 
1  am  unable  to  answer  the  Question. 
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India—Oonvendon  of  Property  of  Native 
States  into  Cash. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  is  aware  that  it  is  the 
practice  of  political  agents  in  temporary 
administrative  charge  of  the  States  of 
chiefs  in  Central  India  to  convert  into 
cash  such  property  as  consists  of  jewelry, 
precious  stones,  ancient  gold  and  silver 
coins,  and  other  valuables  belonging  to 
such  States ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  give  the 
date  of  any  order  authorising  such 
action,  and  state  under  what  authority 
political  agents  act  in  the  manner 
indicated. 


(Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton,)  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such 
practice. 


Suspension  of  the  Ruling  Chief  of  Panna. 

Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  Governor- 
General  of  India  in  Council  obtained  the 
concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
before  he  assumed  the  administration 
of  the  principality  of  Panna,  Central 
India,  in  September,  1891,  and  suspended 
the  ruling  chief  of  that  State;  and,  if 
not,  will  he  quote  the  date  of  the  Report 
in  which  the  Governor-General  indicated 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  action  he 
proposed  to  take. 


(Answered  by  Secretary  Lord  George 
Hamilton,)  Orders  were  issued  on  the 
Ist  September  by  the  Government  of 
India  that,  in  view  of  the  grave  sus- 
picions attaching  to  the  Maharaja  of 
l^anna,  he  must  be  suspended  from 
power,  and  that  the  political  agent  must 
temporarily  assume  the  administration 
of  the  State  pending  the  result  of  further 
inquiry.  The  Government  of  India 
reported  the  action  they  had  taken  on 
the  12th  September.  The  Secretary  of 
S:ate  saw  no  reason  to  interfere  with 
the  exercise  of  their  discretion  in  the 
matter.  The  Secretary  of  State  formally 
approved  the  action  of  the  Government 
of  India  on  the  13th  November,  on 
being  informed  of  their  proposal  to 
constitute  a  Court  to  try  the  Maharaja 
on  the  charge  of  poisoning  his  uncle. 


Bevision  of  Irish  National  School 
Teachers'  Pension  Fund- 

Mr,  murphy  (Kerry,  K) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  result  of 
the  last  revision  of  the  Irish  Teachen' 
Pension  Fund  has  been  furnished  to  the 
National  Education  Office,  or  to  the 
representatives  of  the  national  school 
teachers;  and  when  will  the  next  re- 
vision take  place. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham.)  The 
reply  to  the  first  inquiry  is  in  the 
negative.  The  last  quinquennial  investi- 
gation into  the  fund  was  completed  in 
1901,  and  there  will  not  be  another 
until  1906. 


Delay  in  Brection  of  Labourers'  Cottages 
in  the  Strabane  No  2  Bural  District 

Mr.  McFADDEN  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  wQl  state  what  is  the  cause 
of  the  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  sanctioning  a  loan 
for  the  erection  of  thirty  seven  labouren' 
cottages  in  the  Strabane  No.  2  Rural 
District  which  was  applied  for  some 
three  vears  ago;  and  whether,  seeing 
that  the  contract  for  the  erection  <rf 
these  cottages  has  already  been  entered 
into,  and  in  view  of  the  want  of  prop« 
housing  accommodation  for  the  labouring 
classes  in  the  district,  the  Board  will 
waive  any  informali  ies  in  the  scheme  or 
in  the  application  for  the  loan. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  fFyndham.)  Formal 
application  for  this  loan  was  not  re- 
ceived by  the  Local  Government  Board 
until  the  11th  of  June  last,  and  as  the 
amount  of  the  loan  exceeded  the  pub- 
lished estimate  by  upwards  of  £27  per 
cottage,  it  was  necessary  that  an  advertise- 
ment should  be  inserted  in  the  local 
papers  setting  forth  particulars  with 
r^ard  to  the  proposed  loan  and  the 
increase  in  the  estimate.  The  Council 
was  so  informed  on  the  19th  June,  but 
up  to  the  present  the  Board  has  not 
been  furnished  with  copies  of  the  news- 
papers containing*  the  advertisement, 
although  the  Council  has  been  asked 
for  them. 
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Boyle  Union  Bate  Collector. 
Mr.  JAMES  O'KELLY  (Roscommon, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  owing  to  the  present  system 
adopted  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Rate  Collector  M'Dermott,  of 
the  Boyle  Union,  suffers  an  annual  loss 
of  £7  lOs.  for  uncollected  rates  due  by 
persons  in  receipt  of  outdoor  relief,  and 
that  the  Boyle  Rural  Council  and  the 
Roscommon  County  Council  have  boch 
asked  for  the  refund  of  thb  money  to 
the  rate  collector;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  pro- 
viding by  legislation  or  otherwise  a 
remedy  by  which  the  rate  collector  may 
recover  money  paid  by  him  in  cases 
where  rat  es  are  irrecoverable  owing  to 
no  default  on  his  part. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  attention  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  been  called 
to  the  case  of  Mr.  Michael  M'Dermott,  a 
poor  rate  collector  in  Boyle  Union,  who 
is  obliged  to  suffer  a  loss  of  £1  10s. 
yearly  in  his  income  owing  to  being 
compelled  by  the  new  rules  to  lodge  out 
of  his  own  pocket  rates  which  are  un- 
collectable  in  the  town  of  Boyle;  and 
whether  he  can  state  what  steps  will  be 
taken  to  have  these  sums  refunded  to 
this  collector. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham,)  It  has 
been  pointed  out  to  the  County  Council 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  that 
rates  due  by  temporarily  destitute 
or  insolvent  ratepayers  are  not  legally 
irrecoverable,  but  that  in  view  of  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  collectors  in  re- 
covering items  of  this  kind  the  Board  is 
prepared  to  consider  any  well-grounded 
application  for  permission  to  refund  to 
collectors  who  have  lodged  the  full 
amount  of  their  warrants,  rates  which 
though  legally  recoverable  are  at  the 
time  uncoUectable.  This  course  suffi- 
ciently meets  the  necessities  of  the  case 
and  further  legislation  is  not  called  for. 

Attendances  in  Irish  Schools. 

Mr.  murphy  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord    Lieutenant  of 


Ireland  how  many  schools  in  Ireland 
had,  on  31st  December,  1902,  an 
average  daily  rttendance  of  seventy  or 
more  than  seventy  pupilfl,  and  an 
average  daily  attendance  of  fifty  but 
under  seventy  pupils  respectively,  and 
how  many  teachers  were  in  the  First 
Class  and  in  the  First  Division  of  the 
First  Class  respectively  according  to  the 
superseded  rules  of  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  Of  the 
national  schools  in  operation  on  the 
31st  December,  1902  (excluding  convent 
and  monastery  schools  paid  by  capitation 
rates)  there  were  1,277  with  an  average 
attendance  for  the  year  1902  of  seventy 
pupils  or  more,  and  1,659  with  an 
average  attendance  for  the  same  year  of 
fifty  pupils  but  under  seventy.  On  the 
31st  December,  1902,  there  were  in  the 
service  of  the  Commissioners  1,233 
principal  teachers  classed  Second 
Division  of  First  Class  according  to  the 
superseded  rules,  and  1,147  principal 
teachers  classed  in  the  First  Di?ision  of 
First  Class  according  to  the  same  rules. 


Irish  National  Education—Closing  of 
Bookstores. 

Mr.  murphy  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  will  state  what  amount 
was  saved  to  the  Treasury  by  the 
closing  of  the  book  stores  of  the  Com- 
misdoners  of  National  Education  in 
Ireland;  and  whether,  seeing  that  in 
consequence  of  such  closing  the  prices  of 
books  and  requisites  have  been  increased 
by  upwards  of  10  per  cent.,  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  using  the 
saving  for  reducing  the  prices  of  books 
to  the  pupils,  or  giving  free  requisites  to 
the  very  poor  children. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham.)  The 
amount  of  the  saving  cannot  be  stated 
until  the  close  of  the  current  financial 
year.  The  suggestion  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  cannot  be  adopted. 

Drainage  of  Black  River.  Mohill— 
Imposition  of  Special  Bate. 

Me.  TULLY  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary   to  the  Lord   Lieutenant    of 
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Ireland  whether  he  can  state  on  what 
grounds  a  special  rate  of  9d.  in  the  £ 
for  the  drainage  of  the  Black  Siver, 
near  Mohill,  has  been  imposed  this  year 
for  the  first  time  on  farmers  who  pur- 
chased their  holdings  on  the  Crofton 
estate;  and  whether  the  Land  Oom- 
mission  can  explain  why  this  charge  was 
not  redeemed  by  the  landlord  before  the 
sale  to  the  tenants  was  completed. 

(Answered  hy  Mr,  fFyndham,)  Upon 
the  sale  of  the  estate  the  capital  charge 
for  drainage  works  was  redeemed  in  like 
manner  as  a  superior  interest  out  of  the 
purchase  money  of  the  estate.  The 
charges  for  maintenance  rates  remained 
outstanding,  and  were  apportioned 
amongst  the  holdings  of  the  purchasers. 
These  rates  are  not  redeemable. 

Expenditure  on  Beads  and  New  Works 
in  Longford  Rural  District. 

Mr.  TULLY:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the  yearly 
amount  by  which  the  limit  of  expenditure 
on  roads  and  new  works  has  been 
exceeded  in  the  rural  district  of  Long- 
ford for  the  last  two  years ;  what  steps 
have  been  taken  to  check  this  expendi- 
ture; and  whether  a  special  inquiry 
will  be  held  as  to  whether  the  new 
works  were  required  in  the  public 
interest,  or  for  the  personal  accommo- 
dation of  certain  district  councillors  who 
promoted  them. 

(An^toered  by  Mr,  fFyndham.)  An 
application  has  been  made  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  authority 
to  extend  the  limit  of  expenditure  upon 
roads  in  the  Longford  rural  district 
for  the  year  ending  30th  September, 
1904,  by  the  sum  of  £700.  But  no 
formal  resolution  of  the  County  Council 
or  Rural  District  Council  to  this  effect 
has  been  received  by  the  Board,  and 
until  this  has  been  done  it  cannot 
consider  the  matter.  Any  excess  of 
expenditure  over  the  authorised  limit 
in  the  past  or  current  year  will  come 
before  the  auditor  for  review. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 


that,  by  order  dated  24th  July  1903. 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  Irdaod 
have  declined  to  increase  the  expenditure 
for  roads  in  the  union  of  Longford  from 
£3,302  to  £3,780,  the  amount  in  force 
down  to  the  formation  of  Longford 
township  into  an  urban  council  in  1900; 
that  in  consequence  of  this  refusal 
contracts  for  the  repairs  of  roads  certified 
by  the  county  surveyor  which  had  been 
entered  into  by  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Longford  have  had  to  be  cancelled, 
and  that  in  consequence  of  the  increase 
of  prices  many  of  these  contracts  had 
to  be  taken  at  higher  prices  than  ten 
years  ago ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  as 
material  for  roads  is  prepared  in  rural 
districts  in  Ireland  during  the  summer, 
loss  is  now  inflicted  on  the  road 
contractors  by  cancellation  of  contracti, 
and  as  there  are  no  main  roada  in 
County  Longford  the  maintenance  of  all 
the  mail  car  roads  to  the  annual  amount 
of  £1,280  falls  solely  upon  the  rural 
district,  he  will  direct  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  increase  the  limit  of 
expenditure  from  £3,302  to  £3,780. 

{Answeredhy  Mr,  Wyndham,)  No  formal 
resolution  of  the  County  Council  or  Rural 
District  Council  applying  for  an  extension 
of  the  limit  of  expenditure  upon  roads  in 
the  Longford  rural  district  has  been 
received  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 
Until  this  has  been  done  the  Board 
cannot  consider  the  matter. 

Mare  Shows  in  County  Leitrim. 
Mr.  TULLY:  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
can  explain  why,  under  the  operation  of 
the  rules  for  shows  for  mares  in  the 
County  Leitrim,  mares  belonging  to 
farmers  in  the  Cloone  Division,  and  other 
congested  districts,  were  disquidified  from 
entry  for  the  last  show  of  mares  held 
under  the  rules  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  MohUl ;  and  whether  he 
can  state  what  steps  will  be  taken  to 
prevent  a  similar  disqualification  ^P*'*^* 
ing  against  residents  in  the  congested 
divisions  in  the  County  Leitrim  m 
future. 

(Angered  hy  Mr,  Wyndh/m.)  Section 
18  of  The  Agriculture  and   Technical 
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Instruction  (Ireland)  Act,  1899,  precludes 
the  Department  from  applying  its  funds 
in,  or  in  relation  to,  a  congest^  district. 
The  operation  of  those  schemes  was 
therefore  confined  to  the  non-congested 
portions  of  the  various  counties.  Accord- 
ingly, farmers  resident  in  the  congested 
districts  of  the  County  Leitrim  were 
declared  ineligible  to  receive  nominations 
for  their  mares  under  the  Department's 
Live  Stock  Schemes  for  1903. 

Borrowing  Powers  of  Boyle  Township. 

Mr.  TULLY:  To  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  can  state  what  are  the  total 
borrowing  powers  of  the  township  of 
Boyle;  what  is  the  total  of  the  loans 
chargeable  to  that  area;  and  what  are 
the  objections  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  sanctioning  the  issue  of  a  further 
loan  of  £600  to  enable  houses  to  be  pro- 
vided, under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Acts,  in  that  township. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham,)  The 
borrowing  powers  amount  to  £7,921. 
Including  a  loan  of  £6,050  for  water- 
works, which  has  been  sanctioned,  the 
total  liability  of  the  town  commis- 
•sioners  amounts  to  £7,777.  The 
margin  of  borrowing  power  is  not,  there- 
fore, sufficient  to  admit  of  a  further 
Joan  of  £600. 

Bimcrana  Sewage  Scheme. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that,  under 
the  directions  of  the  Local  Gk)vernment 
Board  of  Ireland,  the  Innishowen  Rural 
District  Council  prepared  plans  for  a 
scheme  of  sewerage  for  the  town  of 
BuQcrana,  within  their  district;  that 
the  [dans  thus  prepared  were  approved 
of  by  the  Local  Qovemment Board;  that 
«ince  then,  as  a  result  of  an  inquiry 
held  by  an  inspector  of  the  Local 
-Cbvemment  Board,  the  plans  thus 
prepared  have  been  rejected  by  that 
Board,  and  another  different  scheme 
recommended ;  and,  if  so,  will  the  Local 
(Government  Board  reimburse  the  district 
council  for  the  money  thus  originally 
spent  upon  their  advice  and  by  their 
Erections. 


{Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham,)  An 
inquiry  was  held  by  an  inspector  of  the 
Board  ^into  an  application  for  a  loan  of 
£1,700  for  a  sewerage  scheme  at  Bun- 
era  na.  The  necessity  for  a  proper 
sewerage  system  was  established,  but  as 
the  Board  was  unable  to  approve  of  the 
council's  scheme  it  declined  to  recom- 
mend the  loan  A  fresh  scheme  having 
been  adopted  by  the  council,  an  applica- 
tion was  made,  in  May  last,  for  a  loan 
of  £3,000.  A  local  inquiry  was  held  in- 
the  following  month,  and  as  a  result,  the 
plans,  etc.,  of  the  scheme  were  returned 
to  the  council  for  amendment  in  order 
to  provide  for  filtration  of  the  sewage 
before  its  discharge  into  the  tide.  The 
council  has  since  referred  the  question 
to  its  engineer  and  to  the  Buncrana 
Public  Health  Committee. 

Case  of  Poisoning  in  Maryborough  Prison. 
Dr.  M  ACDONNELL  (Queen's  County, 
Leix) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
poisoning  in  Maryborough  prison,  and 
to  the  fact  that  the  medicines  required 
for  the  use  of  the  inmates  are  under 
the  charge  of,  and  dispensed  by,  a  person 
without  medical  qualification ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  appointing  a  duly  qualified 
pharmaceutical  chemist  to  this  prison. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham.)  The 
hon.  Member  doubtless  refers  to 
the  occurrence  of  January  last  in 
Maryborough  Prison.  On  that  occa- 
sion a  number  of  persons  took  ill  from 
the  effects  of  hellebore  powder,  inadver- 
tently placed  in  their  food.  The  powder, 
which  is  not  a  scheduled  poison,  was  not 
kept  in  the  prison  as  a  medicine,  but  in 
the  general  stores  as  an  insecticide  for 
use  on  the  prison  farm.  No  permanently 
injurious  results  followed,  and  the  use 
of  the  powder  has  since  been  discontinued. 
All  medicines  for  the  use  of  the  inmates 
of  the  prison  are  under  the  charge  of 
the  medical  officer  who  dispenses  them. 
It  is  not  considered  necessary  to  give 
him  the  assistance  of  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist. 

Expenditure  in  Government  Departments. 
Colonel  LONG  (Worcestershire,  Eve- 
sham) :    To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
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Treasury  what  was  the  total  expendi- 
ture in  each  of  the  following  Depart- 
ments, viz.,  Board  of  Agriculture,  Board 
of  Education,  Home  OflSce,  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  Board  of  Trade  in  the 
years  1870.  1880,  1890,  and  1900  ;  and 
what  was  the  cost  in  the  same  years  of 
each  of  the  inspecting  departments  in  the 
Home  Office  and  in  the  Local  Oovern- 
ment  Board. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  A.  J.  Balfour,)  As 
the  result  of  inquiries  I  have  made,  I 
find  it  will  only  be  possible  to  give  this 
information  properly  in  the  form  of  a 
Return. 

Alien  Immigration. 

Mr.  FORDE  RIDLEY  (Bethnal 
Green,  S.W.) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  if  he  will  be  prepared  to 
introduce,  early  next  session,  legislation 
based  upon  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Alien  Immigration. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.)  Until 
the  Government  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  considering  the  Report,  it  is,  I 
fear,  impossible  to  make  any  promise  as 
to  legislation. 

Fiscal  Inqoiry— Condition  of  Working 
Glasses. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  (Lincolnshire, 
Spalding) :  To  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  will  the  inquiry  now  proceeding 
include  an  investigation  into  the  condi- 
tions of  the  working  classes  in  those 
countries  which  have  adopted  a  protec- 
tive or  retaliatory  tarifi*,  and  will  it  show 
in  what  manner  the  tariff  has  affected 
them. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.)  As  I 
have  already  said,  I  think  it  will  be 
better  to  await  the  publication  of  the 
Returns  which  are  in  course  of  prepara- 
tion. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Maintenance  of  Troops  in  South 
Africa. 

♦Sir    JOHN   COLOMB   (Great   Yar- 
mouth) :  I  beg   to  ask  the  Secretary  of 


State  for  War  whether,  pending  a  decisioD 
of  the  Indian  Government  as  to  contri- 
bution towards  the  extra  troops  proposed 
to  be  maintained  in  South  Africa  for  the 
use  of  India  in  case  of  emergency,  pe^ 
manent  barrack  accommodation  will  be 
erected  for  these  troops  in  South  Africa. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford): Ck)rrespondence  is  passing  with 
the  Indian  Government  on  this  matter. 
Pending  the  settlement  of  the  question, 
it  is  proposed  only  to  complete  permanent 
barrack  accommodation  with  accessoriei 
for  the  15,000  men  originally  assigned 
as  the  force  to  be  maintained  in  South 
Africa. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E):  h 
it  intended  to  ask  India  to  contribute 
also  towards  the  construction  of  barrack» 
in  South  Africa  ? 

Mr.  BRODRIOK  :  No,  Sir.  It  is  not 
a  question  of  India's  contributing 
towards  the  construction  of  barracks. 
Obviously  permanent  accommodation 
for  the  troops  would  not  be  constructed 
unless  the  troops  are  intended  to  be 
maintained  in  South  Africa. 

MB.  BUCHANAN:  WiB  the  main- 
tenance  of  25,000  men  in  South  Africa 
depend  on  the  consent  of  the  Indian 
Government  to  contribute  towards  their 
cost) 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  When  I  said  that 
25,000  men  would  be  permanently  main- 
tained in  South  Africa,  I  said  at  the 
same  time  that  it  was  with  a  view  to 
providing  a  certain  force  for  India  in  an 
emergency,  and  that  India  had  been 
invited  to  contribute. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  That  is  not  my 
Question. 

H.M.8.  '' Minerva  s"  Lannch-Damage 
to  Fishing  Boat 

Mr.  T.  L.  CORBETT  (Down,  N):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty whether  he  is  aware  that  the  steam 

Digitized  by  VjiUUV  IC 


1177 


Questions. 


{13  August  1903} 


Questions, 


1178 


launch  of  H.M.S.  •'Minerva,*'  during 
the  recent  visit  of  the  fleet  to  Bangor, 
collided  with  and  damaged  a  fishing 
boat  belonging  to  John  Scott ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  explain  why,  although 
this  man  at  once  went  on  board  the 
"Mmerva**  to  call  attention  to  the 
damage  done,  he  has  not  received  any 
reply  to  his  claim  for  compensation. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY  (Mr.  Arnold-Fobstbb,  Belfast, 
W.):  No  report  of  any  such  collision 
has  reached  the  Admiralty,  nor  has  any 
claim  for  compensation  been,  received. 
Steps,  however,  will  be  taken  to  ascertain 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  damage 
occurred.  As  the  hon.  Member  is  pro- 
bably aware,  H.M.S.  "Minerva"  is  one 
of  the  vessels  taking  part  in  tactical 
exercises  oflF  the  coast  of  Portugal,  and  it 
has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  a  report 
from  her  with  regard  to  the  incident. 


Bosyth  Naval  Base. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  whether  His  Majesty's 
Qovernment  contemplate  leasing  or 
feuing  any  portion  of  the  area  purchased 
or  to  be  acquired  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Rosyth  naval  base,  not  required  for 
(Jovernment  purposes,  with  a  view  of 
providing  accommodation  for  the  people 
of  the  district ;  and  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  entrust  the  develop- 
ment of  such  lands  to  any  responsible 
company  willing  to  accept  a  dividend  of 
5  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  prepared 
to  guarantee  that  any  balance  of  profit 
after  such  pajnnent  should  be  applied 
for  the  benefit  of  the  town  to  be  created, 
so  as  to  ensure  that  the  town  will  be  laid 
out  on  hygienic  principles  and  with  due 
regard  to  the  amenities  of  the  present 
and  of  future  inhabitants. 


Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  Until  the 
areas  required  for  all  prospective  naval 
establishments  at  Rosyth  have  been 
allotted,  it  is  not  possible  to  say  definitely 
whether  any,  and  if  so  what,  part  of  the 
property  will  be  available  for  feuing 
purposes,  or  to  determine  how  any 
building  sites  can  best    be  dealt  with. 


The  suggestion  made  in  the  Question  of 
my  hon.  friend  is  noted  for  future 
consideration. 

Bainfall  in  India. 

SirMANCHERJEE-BHOWNAGGREE 
(Bethnal  Green,  N.  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  what  is  the 
most  recent  Report  received  regarding 
this  year's  rainfall  up  to  date  in  India, 
and  if  it  has  been  sufficient  to  permit  of 
sowing  operations  in  the  principal  acri- 
cultural  districts;  and  whether  he  has 
any  official  Reports  expressing  apprehen- 
sion regarding  a  failure  of  crops* 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  The  latest  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  is  given  in  the 
Viceroy's  telegrams  of  8th  and  l2th 
August,  summarising  the  state  of  the 
monsoon  and  present  agricultural  pros- 
pects, which  I  have  communicated  to 
the  newspapers.  These  Reports  are 
satisfactory. 

The  Sugar  Oonvention. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a 
Question  of  which  I  have  given  private 
notice — namely,  whether,  with  regard  to 
the  proclamation  just  issued,  forUdding 
the  importation  of  sugar  from  Russia,. 
Denmark,  and  the  Argentine  RepuWc, 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to- 
issue  such  a  proclamation  when  Parlia- 
ment is  not  sitting,  and  if  so,  at  what 
intervals ;  why  Spain  and  Roumania, 
which  are  also  condemned  by  the  per* 
manent  Commission,  are  not  includea  in 
the  prohibition ;  what  quantity  of  sugar 
was  received  through  German  ports  from 
Russia  last  year,  and  directly  from  the 
Argentine  Republic,  and  whether  im« 
ports  on  the  same  scale  have  been  going 
on  this  year  up  to  the  present ;  and 
whether  any  exemption  from  the  effect 
of  the  proclamation  will  be  permitted  for 
existing  contracts,  in  accordance  with  the 
precedents  maide  in  dealing  with  com 
and  coal. 

♦The  financial  SECRETARY  Ta 
the  treasury  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) : 
(1)  Fresh  proclamations  will  be  issued 
when  required,  in  accordance  with  the 
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findings  of  the  permanent  Commission ; 
(2)  Spain  and  Roumania  were  not  in- 
cluded, because  their  exports  of  sugar  to 
this  country  are  quite  inconsiderable ;  (3) 
the  Customs  cannot  give  the  figures  of 
sugar  received  through  German  ports 
from  Eussia;  (4)  the  amount  of  sugar 
received  from  the  Argentine  Republic  in 
1902  is  given  in  the  House  of  Commons 
Paper,  Cd.  1632,  as  809,000  cwts. 
During  the  seven  months  of  this  year  the 
Amount  received  was  only  178,000  cwts. ; 
(5)  there  is  no  analogy  between  the 
duties  on  corn  and  coal,  which  were  im- 
posed, without  warning,  in  the  Budget, 
and  sugar,  where  there  has  been  eighteen 
months'  warning,  the  date  of  the  Conven- 
tion being  5th  March,  1902. 

Mr.  lough  :  Is  it  the  intention  of 
the  Gk)vernment  not  to  prohibit  imports 
fropa  countries  which  are  condemned, 
and  from  which  we  have  been  receiving 
no  sugar,  but  from  which  we  may  get 
sugar.  Will  it  be  legal  to  bring  in  sugar 
from  Spain  and  Roumania  1 

♦Mb.  ELLIOT :  I  will  report  that  Ques- 
tion  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  Will  the  pro- 
hibition apply  to  sugars  produced  at 
refineries  where  Russian  or  Roumanian 
sugars  are  used  ? 

*Mr.  ELLIOT:  That  Question,  too, 
had  better  be  addressed  to  my  right 
hon.  friend. 

Ohurch  Schools— Proyision  of  Prayer 
Books. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
If  he  will  state  how  many  local  authori- 
ties have  acted  upon  any  circular  or 
•other  communication  of  the  Education 
Department  that  they  are  bound  to  find 
copies  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
for  Church  Schools ;  whether  any  local 
ikuthorities  have  objected  to  the 
•circular;  and,  if  so,  what  course  the 
Education  Department  propose  to  take 
upon  the  subject. 

*the  parliamentary  SECRE- 

TARY  TO  THE  BOARD  of  EDUCATION 
<Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  Univer- 
sity) :   No  such  circular  has  been  issued. 


nor,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  any  ques- 
tion as  to  the  supply  of  Prayer  Boob 
arisen  except  in  regard  to  certain  schooU 
in  Gloucestershire,  and  in  these  latter 
cases  all  that  has  happened  is  that  the 
Gloucestershire  Education  Committee 
sent  a  circular  to  the  voluntary  schools 
on  the  subject,  and  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion,  being  appealed  to  by  the  Managers, 
communicated  with  the  local  authority 
as  follows — 

**  I  am  to  point  out  that  Section  7  (1)  of  the 
Education  Act,  1902,  provides  that  the  Local 
Education  Authority  shall  rnaintain  and  keep 
efficient  all  public  elementary  Bchools  within 
their  area  which  are  necessaiy.  It  appears  to 
the  Board  of  Education  that  where  religious 
instruction  is  part  of  the  curriculum  of  a  scnool, 
whether  such  school  be  a  Cooncil  schoul  or  a 
voluntary  school,  the  obligation  imposed  on 
the  local  education  authority  to  keep  the 
school  efficient  extends  to  the  religions  instrac- 
tion,  and  that  it  will  therefore  be  the  duty  of 
the  authority  to  provide  such  books,  etc,  as 
may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  religioni 
instruction  to  be  properly  given  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  Section  7  (6)  of  the  Act 
The  use  of  these  books  at  any  time  outside  the 
ordinary  school  hours  will  be  a  matter  for 
agreement  between  the  local  education 
authority  and  the  managers,  who  may 
possibly,  for  Sunday-school  purposes,  prefer 
that  the  books  should  be  tlieir  own  property." 

!  have  no  other  information  on  this 
matter. 


Appointments  Under  the  Irish  Land  Bill 
Mr.  MURPHY (Kerry.K):  Ibegtoask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  there  will  be  any 
tests  of  efficiency  in  the  case  of  appoint- 
ments consequent  on  the  passage  of  the 
Land  Bill ;  and,  if  so,  in  what  manner 
and  by  whom  such  tests  will  be  applied. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham.  Dover)  :  It  is 
not  at  present  practicable  to  estimate 
the  extent  of  the  new  Department.  But 
the  selection  of  persons  to  fill  appoint- 
ments in  it  will  be  made  on  the  principle 
of  choosing  the  men  best  quaiified  oy 
knowledge  and  experience.  "All  nomina- 
tions and  appointments  will  be  made  bj 
the  Lord-Lieutenant. 

Upper  Masserene  Drainage  Tax. 

Mr.  JOSEPH    DEVLIN  ^Kilkenny, 

N.) :    I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 

to    the    Lord    Lieutenant    of    Ireland 

whether   he  can  state   the  amount  of 
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the  drainage  tax  paid  in  that  portion 
of  Upper  Maaserene  lying  between 
Lough  Portmore  and  Tunney  and  the 
extreme  portion  of  County  Antrim, 
including  Aughagallon,  Agh^ee,  and 
Ballinderry;  whether  he  can  state  the 
amount  of  the  outlay  on  the  drainage 
works  in  that  area,  and  how  it  was 
expended. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Commis- 
sioners  of  Public  Works  cannot  state 
the  actual  expenditure  on  works  executed 
within  the  limited  area  mentioned.  A 
loan  of  £100,000  was  issued  for  works 
in  the  entire  drainage  district ;  the  loan 
has  long  since  been  repaid ;  the  pro- 
portion of  this  advance,  including 
interest,  charged  to  the  lands  specified 
in  the  Question,  was  £24,840.  The  out- 
lay was  on  the  improvement  of  the 
channel  of  the  Bann  and  its  tributaries, 
the  erection  of  bridges  and  other  works 
required  in  the  drainage  district. 

A^dialee  Labourers'  Ck>ttage8. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
the  amount  expended  on  the  site,  the 
laying  out  of  grounds,  and  the  buildings 
in  connection  with  the  erection  of 
labourers'  cottages  in  the  Aghalee  rural 
district ;  how  much  of  the  amount  has 
the  District  Council  received,  and  what 
is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  paying  the 
unexpended  balance ;  and  whether,  see- 
ing that  a  number  of  fresh  applications 
have  been  recently  made  for  labourers* 
cottages  in  this  district,  he  can  state 
whether  the  applicants  have  complied 
with  all  the  requirements,  and  what 
efforts  have  been  made  to  procure  sites 
80  that  the  work  may  be  proceeded 
with. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  A  loan  of  £1,600 
was  sanctioned.  It  included  £280  for 
the  acquisition  of  land,  £1,180  for  build- 
ing ten  cottages,  and  £40  for  miscel- 
laneous expenses.  The  sum  of  £1,300 
has  been  advanced.  The  balance  (£200) 
will  be  paid  when  some  defects  in  the 
cottages  have  been  remedied.  The 
further  applications  referred  to  in  the 
second  part  of  the  Question  have  not  yet 
been  brought  before  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 
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Chm  IdcencM  in  Ck>anty  Galway. 
Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  (Galway) : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  rifle  licence  was  refused 
to  H.  J.  Bailey,  of  Galway,  by  J.  C. 
Gardiner,  R.M.,  notwithstanding  the 
recommendation  signed  in  his  favour  by 
a  number  of  magistrates,  and  that  a 
gun  licence  was  refused  by  the  same 
magistrate  to  Frank  Bailey,  of  Galway ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  such  licences  were 
refused. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  question  of 
the  issue  of  licences  to  keep  firearms  is 
one  for  the  consideration  of  the  resident 
magistrate.  The  applications  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  have  been 
referred  to  Mr.  Gardiner  for  further 
consideration.  The  provision  in  th« 
Peace  Preservation  Act  of  1881,  com- 
pelling a  resident  magistrate  to  grant  a 
licence  on  the  production  of  a  certificate 
signed  by  justices  of  the  peace,  was 
repealed  in  1886  by  the  Government  of 
that  day. 

Irish  Telephone  Service. 
Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  (Cork) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
his  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
lack  of  trunk  telephonic  service  in 
Ireland ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  en- 
deavour to  place  the  telephone  service 
in  Ireland  on  a  level  with  that  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Mr, 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 
E)  :  I  have  recently  received  a  copy  of  a 
Resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  telephone 
trunk  service  in  Ireland  from  the  Cork 
Industrial  Development  Association,  and 
I  shall  be  glad  to  consider  any  requests 
for  extensions  in  Ireland  on  the  same 
conditions  as  are  applicable  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
Co.,  KE.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  if  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  advisability  of  extending  the 
trunk  telephonic  system  to  important 
towns  in  the  South  of  Ireland  in  the 
interest  of    the  development  of    Irish 
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trade ;  will  he  state  whether  an  appli- 
cation has  been  made  to  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Bailway  Com- 
pany for  accommodation  at  Limerick 
Junction  suitable  to  admit  of  the  work- 
ing of  a  trunk  switch  there ;  and  if  so, 
what  is  the  resu!t  of  the  negotiations. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
hare  recently  received  a  copy  of  a  Reso- 
lution passed  by  the  Cork  Industrial 
Development  Association  calling  attention 
to  the  importance  of  trunk  tdephonic 
communication  in  the  South  of  Ireland, 
and  I  shaU  be  glad  to  consider  anv 
applications  for  extensions  of  the  trunk 
system  on  the  same  conditions  as  are 
applicable  to  such  extensions  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Appli- 
cation has  been  made  to  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany for  increased  accommodation  at 
Limerick  Junction  with  a  view  to 
arrangements  for  the  connection  of 
Tipperary  and  Mallow  with  the  trunk 
system.  The  railway  company  are 
unable  to  provide  additional  space,  and 
I  have  asked  for  a  further  report  as  to 
the  possibility  of  using  the  existing 
telegraph  office,  but  I  fear  that  this 
will  be  a  matter  of  much  difficulty. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM :  Then, 
are  the  mercantile  community  in  Ireland 
to  understand  that  if  the  railway  com- 
pany refuse  to  grant  these  facilities 
at  Limerick  Junction  they  will  be 
deprived  of  these  advantages  ^ 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
They  say  they  are  unable  to  provide  any 
further  space,  but  I  am  trying  if  some 
other  arrangement  cannot  be  come  to. 

Fiscal  Inquiry. 
Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton):  I  bee  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he 
has  now  received  infoimation  as  to  the 
representative  character  of  the  joint 
meeting  of  cotton  employers  and  workers 
held  in  Manchester  on  21st  July,  which 
almost  unanimously  condemned  the  pro- 
posed fiscal  changes. 


received  a  great  many  communications 
on  this  subject  since  I  gave  my  answer  in 
the  House,t  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
not  be  surprised,  perhaps,  to  hear  that  the 
communications  were  of  a  very  varied 
character,  some  supporting  the  view  I 
expressed,  some  contravening  it.  My 
general  impression,  for  what  it  is  worth, 
IS  that  my  original  statement  was  not 
substantially  incorrect. 

Mr.  HARWOOD:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware  that  all  the  organised 
bodies  of  workers  and  employers  were 
represented  at  the  meeting. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  understand 
the  question  is  whether  this  committee 
was  authorised  to  come  to  the  decision  to 
which  it  apparently  came,  and  it  is  upon 
that  point  that  I  gave  my  answer  to  the 
House.  I  have  heard  very  different 
opinions  expressed  in  regard  to  it. 

Alien  Immigration. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the 
Government  propose  forthwith  to  adopt 
measures,  not  requiring  recourse  to 
Parliament,  to  prevent  the  immediate 
increase  in  the  immigration  of  undesir- 
able aliens  contemplated  by  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Alien  Immigration  as  a 
result  of  the  publication  of  their  Report. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Report  has 
no  doubt  just  been  issued,  but  as  far  as 
I  am  aware  it  is  not  yet  in  the  hands  of 
any  members  of  the  Government,  and  it 
is  therefore  clearly  impossible  for  me  to 
give  any  statement  at  this  stage  as  to 
the  course  that  ought  to  be  adopted  in 
consequence  of  the  Report. 

SHEEP  SCAB  BILL. 
Lords  Amendment  to    be  considered 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Ijords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 


The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoub,     Manchester,     K):    I     have 


BUK6H  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  ta 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxvi,  1451. 
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MARINE  STORE  DEALERS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  Revenae 
Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Amendments  made  by  this  House  to 
the  Amendments  and  the  Consequential 
Amendments  to  Irish  Land  Bill,  without 
Amendment,  and  do  not  insist  on  their 
Amendments  to  which  this  House  has 
disagreed. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  :  Conse- 
quential Amendment  to  Licensing  Acts 
(Scotland)  Consolidation  and  Amend- 
ment Bill,  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  agreed  to  :  Public 
Buildings  Expenses  Bill,  Expiring  Laws 
Ck)nti  nuance  Bill,  Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Classes  (No.  2)  Bill,  Patent  Office 
Extension  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  Bill,  with 
Amendments. 

Amendment  to  Amendments  to : 
County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension 
Bill,  without  Amendment. 

Light  Load  Line  :  That  they  com- 
municate Copy  of  Report  from  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  by  their 
Lordships  in  the  present  session  of 
Parliament,  together  with  the  Minutes 
of  Evidence,  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee, etc. 


KITCHEN  AND  REFRESHMENT  ROOMS 
(HOUSE  OF  COMMONS). 

First  Report  brought  up,  and  read. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  355.] 

EAST  INDIA  REVENUE  ACCOUNTS. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing):  The  limited  audience  to 
whom  the  Secretary  of  State  has  annually 
to  expound  the  Indian  Budget  in  this 
House  makes  the  absence  of  any  past 
well-known  and  regular  attendant  a 
noticeable  incident.  Since  the  last  dis- 
cussion of  Indian  finance  there  has  passed 
away  from  amongst  us  one  who  took 
deep  interest  in  all  questions  relating  to 
India.      The    death   of  Mr.    Caine  has 


deprived  this  Assembly  of  a  notable 
personality,  of  one  in  whom  sincerity  of 
purpose  and  geniality  of  manner  were 
combined  to  a  remarkable  degree,  and 
who,  as  a  critic  and  opponent  of  the 
Indian  Government  and  its  policy,  con- 
trived to  perform  what  he  considered  to 
be  his  duty  without  exciting  either 
dislike  or  anger  amongst  those  whom  he 
criticised.  Though  to  me  he  was  a 
constant  opponent,  I  deeply  regret  his 
loss,  both  on  personal  and  poUtical 
grounds.  He  was  one  with  whom  I 
was  ever  ready  to  co-operate,  and  his 
devotion  to  India  and  the  task  which  he 
had  imposed  upon  himself  were  as 
sincere  as  they  were  successful. 

The  three  financial  years  with  which 
I  have  to  deal  run  from  1st  April,  1901, 
to  April,  1904;  and  the  general  tenor  of 
the  financial  results  of  those  years  is 
very  satisfactory.  In  reviewing  them,  I 
will  abstain,  as  far  as  practicable,  from 
recourse  to  a  multiplicity  of  figures, 
using  only  such  as  are  necessary  to 
indicate  the  general  tendency  and  trend 
of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  with 
which  I  have  to  deal.  We  budgeted  in 
the  financial  year  ended  April,  1902,  for 
a  surplus  of  £690,000.  That  surplus 
steadily  grew,  until  it  attained  the 
dimensions  of  £4,950,000,  or  an  increase 
of  £4,260,000  over  the  original  estimate. 
This  satisfactory  result  was  due  to  a 
considerable  increase  in  income  and  a 
very  large  reduction  of  expenditure.  The 
two  causes  which  mainly  contributed  to 
the  reduction  of  expenditure  were  the 
large  contributions  from  the  Imperial 
Exchequer  for  the  use  of  troops  in  South 
Africa  and  China  and  the  very  satis- 
factory returns  from  the  railways,  which 
gave  a  net  result  of  £1,000,000  in  excess 
of  the  original  forecast.  For  the  year 
ended  April,  1903,  we  estimated  a 
surplus  of  £936,0(»0.  The  revised 
Budget  three  months  back  showed  a 
surplus  of  £2,740,000 ;  and  the  closed 
accounts  now  put  it  at  £3,190,000. 
Therefore  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
in  each  of  these  two  years  there  has  been 
a  steady  and  continuous  improvement 
in  the  realisation  of  surpluses.  For  the 
first  time  this  year  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  of  the  districts  known  as 
the  Berars  are  included  in  the  accounts 
of  the  Indian  Government,  and  I  shall 
subsequently  give  an  explanation  for  the 
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inclusion  of  figures  connected  with  those 
territories.  There  was  also  a  payment 
of  £480,000  from  Imperial  funds  for 
military  purposes  connected  with  China. 
On  the  other  hand,  this  Budget  made  a 
special  provision  of  £1,400,000  to  the  pro- 
vincial Governments  in  reduction  of  land 
revenue  and  in  increasing  grants  for  the 
maintenance  and  enlargement  of 
provincial  establishments. 

The  most  satisfactory  feature,  both  in 
this,  as  well  as  in  the  finance  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  is  the  steady  growth  of 
every  branch  of  revenue — Customs,  Ex- 
cise, assessed  taxes,  and  salt — which  is 
connected  with  the  consuming  capacity 
of  the  people.  The  growth  is  small  if 
the  vast  population  affected  is  taken  into 
account,  but  it  has  been  continuous, 
showing  that,  though  the  movement 
may  be  slight,  it  is  an  advance  both  in 
material  prosperity  and  spending  power. 
In  considering  the  Estimates  for  the 
next  year,  we  had  behind  us  large  realised 
surpluses  for  three  years  in  succession, 
and  with  such  an  experience  we  felt 
justified  in  taking  a  somewhat  more 
sanguine  estimate  of  our  revenue  for  the 
forthcoming  year.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  India  is  not  in  as  happy 
circumstances  as  his  financial  brother  in 
this  country.  It  would  puzzle  the 
ingenuity,  I  think,  of  any  financier  to 
devise  any  fresh  taxes  which  would 
bring  in  any  very  considerable  increase 
of  revenue.  Although  the  taxation  is 
very  light  per  head  if  you  take  the  enor- 
mous population  of  India, still  the  existing 
system  practically  includes  all  sources  of 
revenue.  The  remission,  still  more  the 
abolition,  of  taxation,  however  small  in 
amount,  becomes,  therefore,  to  the  Indian 
Finance  Minister  a  question  of  immeasur- 
ably graver  import  than  it  is  to  the  more 
happily  circumstanced  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  this  country.  If  a  mistake 
or  miscalculation  is  made  it  cannot  easily 
be  remedied,  and  there  is,  in  addition, 
always  the  danger  hanging  over  India  of 
a  shortage  of  rain,  which,  if  it  occurs  over 
any  considerable  area  of  that  continent, 
not  only  curtails  the  revenue,  but  at  once 
imposes  heavy  charges  for  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  a  provisional 
system  of  poor  relief,  the  cost  of  which 
is  defrayed,  not  as  here  out  of  local  rates, 
but  out  of  Treasury  funds. 

Lord  George  Hamilton. 


n  Notwithstanding  these  unquestionable 
drawbacks  to  the  reduction  of  taxation^ 
we  considered  it  necessary  to  give  to  the- 
taxpayers  considerable  remission  thb 
year.  Assuming  that  the  sources  of 
revenue  remained  unchanged,  we  found 
that  we  might  safely  forecast  a  surplus 
of  £2,250,000  after  balancing  that  income 
against  all  sanctioned  expenditure.  It 
did  not  seem  to  us  to  be  fair  to  the  tax- 
payers in  India  that  we  should  budget 
for  such  a  sum,  and  if  any  reduction  of 
taxation  wa§  contemplated  it  was  clear 
that  the  first  tax  to  be  reduced  was  the 
salt  tax.  We  propose  to  reduce  the  salt 
tax  by  20  per  cent.  Though  there  is 
little  direct  taxation  in  India,  such  as  does 
exist  comes  down  very  low  into  the  scale 
of  material  comfort  and  the  means  of 
subsistence.  In  this  country  all  incomes 
below  £160  a  year  are  fully  exempt  from 
the  income  tax ;  in  India  all  incomes 
above  Rs.500,  or  £33  a  year,  are  subject 
to  its  operation.  We  determined,  there- 
fore, to  raise  this  exemption  to  Rs.  1,000, 
or  £66  per  annum.  The  result  of  these 
two  remissions  was  to  reduce  our  surplus 
by  £1,320,000.  Deducting  this  fron> 
the  surplus  we  could  otherwise  count 
upon,  we  were  left  with  an  estimated 
surplus  for  the  year  of  £948,000.  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  later  Returns  which  have 
reached  me,  show  that  we  may  anticipate 
a  considerable  addition  to  this  sura, 
because  the  reports  of  the  fall  of  rain  are 
satisfactory.  Therefore  I  think  we  can 
dismiss  from  our  minds  any  idea  of 
there  being  any  scarcity  of  food  or 
deficiency  in  the  harvest  in  India  this 
year. 

In  accordance  with  practice  we  spend  a 
large  sum  this  year  upon  remunerative 
public  works,  and  we  propose  to  devote 
to  that  purpose  £8,834,000.  Of  this 
sum  only  £4,686,000  will  be  raised  by 
loan  or  through  the  railway  companies, 
the  remainder  being  found  from  revenue 
and  cash  balances.  The  practice  which 
for  many  years  past  has  prevailed  of 
devoting,  either  oiit  of  surpluses  or  from 
expenditure  charged  to  revenue,  large 
sums  annually  to  the  prosecution  of  re 
munerative  works  is  now  bearing  good 
fruit.  The  unproductive  debt  under 
this  process  is  steadily  diminishing,  and 
the  returns  of  railway  and  irrigation 
works  with  equal  certainty  are  becoming 
a  larger   and  larger  source  of  revenue^ 
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A  two-fold  sinkiDg  fund  is  thus  estab- 
lished, which  enables  the  Indian  Gk)vem- 
ment  to  meet  vainous  calls  upon  them  for 
the  promotion  of  the  efficiency  of  both 
civil  and  military  establishments,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  without  imposing 
^ditional  taxation. 

That  part  of  India  known  as  the  Berars 
IS  now  included  in  the  Imperial  accounts, 
and  I  will  give  the  reasons  for  this  in- 
corporation. Every  student  of  Indian 
history  is  aware  that  during  the  latter 
days  of  Lord  Dalhousie's  administration 
he  was  compelled  to  resort  to  summary 
miction  in  order  to  make  the  Nizam  of 
Haidarabad  comply  with  his  financial  and 
military  obligations  towards  the  supreme 
Government.  Into  the  merits  of  that 
protracted  controversy  I  do  not  now 
|)ropose  to  go ;  but  the  financial  arrange- 
inent  agreed  upon  by  treaty,  was  one 
under  which  the  Nizam  transferred  to 
4he  British  (Jovernment,  as  security  for 
<the  fulfilment  of  his  military  obligations 
.and  for  the  support  of  the  Haidarabad 
Contingent,  that  fertile  piece  of  territory 
icnown  as  the  Berars,  the  Indian  Gk)vern- 
ment  undertaking,  aiter  paying  off  the 
cost  of  administration,  to  defray  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  contingent  and  then  to 
hand  over  any  surplus  that  might  accrue 
to  the  Nizam.  This  arrangement  has 
not  worked  altogether  satisfactorily.  The 
Uizam  and  his  Government  complained 
that  the  administration  was  unnecessarily 
expensive,  and  that  they  did  not  get  the 
surplus  they  ought  to  have.  Those  in 
Jkuthority  in  Berar  contended  that  the 
anomalous  and  uncertain  conditions  sur- 
rounding their  administration  prevented 
the  establishment  of  that  confidence  and 
continuity  in  changes  and  reforms 
which  is  imdoubtedly  associated  with  the 
administration  of  other  territory  which 
is  permanently  under  British  rule. 
This  transfer  of  administration  took 
plaee  some  fifty  years  ago,  and  from 
that  time  to  now  the  inhabitants  have 
iiad  the  advantage  of  a  system  of  land 
Tevenue,  of  Law  Courts  and  education, 
and  of  public  works,  far  superior  to  that 
prevailing  in  the  contiguous  territories  of 
Haidarabad.  It  would  have  been  impos- 
rsible,  in  the  interests  of  those  who  for  two 
generations  had  become  habituated  to 
rsuch  methods  of  administration,  to 
transfer  them  back  to  a  lower  and  inferior 
iorm  of  government.  Successive  Viceroys 
liad  endeavoured  to  solve  this  contro- 


versy; but  the  inherent  difficulties  of 
coming  to  an  arrangement  fair  alike  to 
the  Nizam,  the  British  Government,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Berars  were  such 
that  none  of  them  had  been  able  to 
suggest  a  plan  preferable  to  that  devised 
by  Lord  Dalhoude.  The  subject  was 
recently  broached  to  the  Nizam,  and 
Lord  Curzon  took  the  opportunity  of  a 
visit  to  him  during  last  autumn  to 
propose  fresh  arrangements.  The  Nizam 
responded  with  such  promptitude  and 
evenmindedness  that,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  interviews,  they  came  to  a  new 
agreement  in  every  sense  more  satis- 
factory. This  arrangement  reaffirms  the 
Nizam's  sovereignty  over  the  assigned 
districts,  and  he  gives  a  perpetual  lease 
of  the  administration  to  the  British 
Government.  The  Nizam  receives,  in- 
stead of  a  fluctuating  revenue,  an 
annual  fixed  rent  of.  25  lakhs,  and  in 
addition  he  has  received  an  immediate 
credit  of  41  lakhs  in  respect  of  the 
amount  held  by  the  Administration  of 
the  Berars  as  a  working  cash  balance. 
This  arrangement  enables  us  to  combine 
the  civil  administration  of  Berar  with 
that  of  the  Central  Provinces,  and  to 
promote  economy  and  efficiency  in  ad- 
ministration. As  regards  [the  military 
charges,  we  have  already  been  able 
to  effect  certain  improvements  and 
economies.  The  Haidarabad  Contingent 
is  incorporated  in  the  Indian  Army, 
and  it  has  been  at  once  possible  to  re- 
duce the  actual  number  of  regiments 
without  any  sacrifice  of  military  strength. 
The  whole  negotiation  was  conducted 
by  the  Viceroy  with  characteristic 
energy  and  skill,  and  its  confirmation 
has,  I  am  glad  to  say,  been  eminently 
satisfactory  to  the  Nizam,  who,  as  the 
first  of  the  great  Indian  princes,  headed 
the  deputation  of  that  body  at  the  Delhi 
Durbar  to  render  homage  to  the  King- 
Emperor  of  India. 

Turning  to  the  finances,  this  is  the 
first  time  that  any  great  reduction  of 
taxation  has  been  made  in  India  for 
twenty  years.  That  period  has,  to  the 
Indian  Government,  been  one  of  anxiety 
and  suspense.  They  have  had  to  deal 
with  cycles  of  bad  harvests  and  un- 
precedented droughts,  with  currency 
perplexities,  with  military  reforms  and 
administrative  advancement  entailing 
increased  and  progressing  expenditure; 
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and  yet  at  the  end  of  th?'s  period  Indian 
finance  emerges  stronger  in  its  credit,  its 
stability,  and  its  recuperative  power 
than  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  that 
period.  My  critics,  both  in  this  House 
and  outside,  have  found  fault  with  my 
Estimates  on  previous  occasions  on  the 
ground  that  they  have  been  too  san- 
guine; but  when  each  successive  year 
has  shown  that,  if  I  erred  at  all  as  re^rds 
the  figures  I  used,  it  was  in  under-esti- 
mating my  revenue,  another  form  of 
criticism  has  been  devised;  and  it  was 
insinuated  that,  even  if  my  figures  were 
correct,  they  were  paper  figures  and 
incapable  of  realisation,  and  that  only 
when  a  large  remission  of  taxation  had 
been  made  could  they  believe  in  the 
substance  and  reality  of  my  surpluses. 
Now  that  this  year  I  have  been  able  to 
make  these  lar^e  reductions  I  hope  that 
my  critics  will  discuss  Indian  finance 
from  a  rational  point  of  view,  and  will  not 
dispute  that  which  is  absolutely  undeni- 
able, but  will  impartially  examine  what 
are  the  strong  and  the  weak  points  in  the 
system  and  structure  of  Indian  taxation 
and  expenditure.  The  surpluses  of  the 
last  three  years  hav«  amounted  to 
£1,670,000,  £4,950,000,  and  £3,050,000, 
and  the  first  of  these  years  was  one  of 
exceptional  drought,  and  consequently  of 
very  large  famine  expenditure.  Indian 
revenue,  therefore,  has  shown,  both  in 
good  years  and  bad  years,  a  remark- 
able stability.  At  first  sight  it  may  seem' 
curious  that  in  a  country  which  derives 
its  revenue  almost  entirely  from  agri- 
culture the  income  should  show  so 
well.  India,  as  we  all  know,  is  subject 
to  an  insufficient  or  very  fluctuating  rain- 
fall. But  the  fact  is  that  the  climate  of 
India  compensates  one  part  for  the 
drought  of  another.  India  is  so  vast, 
and  its  climate  so  variable,  that  there  has 
never  been  known  a  year,  not  even  of  the 
most  exceptional  drought,  when  its  food 
supply  was  insufficient  for  the  support  of 
its  whole  population.  If  one  laree  portion 
of  the  country  suffers  from  lack  of  food, 
others  benefit  by   the  hi^h  prices  thus 

Eromoted,  and  the  law  o?  compensation 
as  so  distributed  over  this  vast  country 
loss  and  gain  that  even  in  the  blackest  of 
famines  in  the  West  large  profits  are  made 
by  the  agriculturists  in  the  East. 

Those  who  are  conversant  with  Indian 
finance  talk  a  good  deal  of  the 
external    trade    of    India    and    of    the 
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development  of  certain  great  industries* 
The  external  trade  of  India  is  good* 
The  manufactures  of  cotton  and  jute 
and  the  mining  of  gold  and  of  coal  have 
developed  considerably  during  the  past 
few  year&  But  it  is  not  nntSL  we  take 
the  numbers  of  those  engaged  in  these 
industries,  and  compare  them  numerically 
with  those  engaged  in  agriculture,  that 
we  realise  how  puny  is  the  aggregate 
employment  given  by  all  non-agricul^ 
tural  industries  contrasted  with  the 
enormous  agricultural  population.  Cot- 
ton employs  and  maintains  430,000, 
jute  144,000,  coal  100,000,  other  mines 
60,000.  But  the  agricultural  population 
in  British  India  alone  numbers 
192,000,000;  and  although  subsidiary 
industrial  employments  wiU  be  the  valves 
and  conduits  by  which  we  can  dimiDish 
the  pressure  of  this  gigantic  populatioa 
on  the  soil»  the  prosperity  of  India 
almost  entirely  depends  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  agriculture  and  those  engaged  in 
it.  The  agricultural  methods  of  India 
are  in  many  parts  deplorably  backward^ 
and  have  remained  unchanged  and 
unimproved  for  centuries.  This  has 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Active  steps  are  being  taken  by 
the  Government  of  India  for  its  im- 
provement, and  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  an  inspector-general  and  his 
stafi*,  substantial  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  development  of  agiicul  tural 
inquiries  and  experiments.  A  body  of 
experts  and  chemists  have  been  associ- 
ated with  the  various  agricultural 
departments.  A  wealthy  AmericaD^ 
Mr.  Phipps,  gave  a  magnificent  donation 
to  the  Viceroy  of  £20,000,  to  be  devoted 
to  what  Indian  purpose  he  ciiose ;  and 
Lord  Curzon  has  decided  to  devote  it  to 
an  agricultural  research  laboratory.  It 
is  further  proposed  by  the  Government 
to  establish  in  connection  with  the 
laboratory  an  agricultural  collie  and  a 
large  experimental  farm,  so  that  the 
theory  and  science  and  practice  of 
agriculture  can  be  progressively  taught 
If  this  scheme  succeeds  it  will  be  easy  to 
multiply  such  institutions  in  other  pertfr 
of  India,  and  not  only  do  much  towards^ 
improving  the  condition  of  agriculture^ 
but  to  offer  a  field  of  employment  to  a 
section  of  the  community  of  higher  intd- 
ligence  and  ability  than  are  ordinarily 
associated  with  agricultural  pursuits. 

Digitized  by  VjiUUV  IC 


1193 


Eiisi  India 


{13  August  1903}  Bevenue  Accounts.         1194 


There  is  another  ezperimeni  which  we 
made  some  time  back  in  connection  with 
the  agricultural  classea  which  k  verj  in- 
teresting in  its  results.  As  the  House  is 
aware,  one  of  the  ^preat  erib  of  the 
agricultural  population  of  India  is  its 
indebtedness  to  the  moneyed  classes.  The 
founders  and  promoters  of  the  various 
sjstems  of  land  settlement  now  in  oper- 
ation throughout  India  were  desirous 
to  so  limit  the  demands  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  cultivator  or  owner,  as  to 
leave  him  a  considerable  annual  margin 
of  profit,  which  might  form  security  for 
advances  should  he  be  desirous  of  bor- 
rowing for  the  improvement  of  his 
holding.  A  low  land  assessment,  full 
proprietary  rights,  were  the  security 
and  inducement  for  capital  to  be  lent, 
whilst  the  Civil  Courts  gave  to  the  money- 
lender exceptional  faciUties  for  re- 
covery. Capital  and  land  improvement 
were  thus  harnessed  together  for  the 
reciprocal  benefit  of  each  interest. 
These  ideas,  though  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  acceptea  economic  theories  of 
Western  Europe,  have  worked  dis- 
astrously in  India,  and  the  indebtedness 
of  the  cultivator  to  the  moneyed  classes, 
and  the  steady  alienation  of  land  from 
the  agricultural  to  the  non-agricultural 
classes,  have  over  large  portions  of  India 
become  a  social  and  political  danger.  In 
the  Punjab  the  evil  assumed  such  dimen- 
sions tlutt  there  arose  a  strong  request 
for  legislatiA^e  remedies.  But  no  remedy 
could  be  effected  which  did  not  curtail 
existing  proprietary  rights  by  prohibiting 
alienation,  and  if  this  was  done  the 
selling  value  of  land  would  diminish,  the 
secunty  for  loans  would  be  lessened,  and 
the  rate  of  interest  increased.  The 
question  then  arose.  Would  these  drastic 
measures,  if  adopted,  give  offence  to  the 
owners  of  the  land  and  the  cultivators  of 
the  soil?  A  Bill  was  prepared  and 
brought  into  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  (jovemor-General  to  be  applied  to 
the  Punjab.  A  series  of  lively  and  in- 
teresting debates  took  place ;  there  was  a 
marked  difference  of  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  opponents  and  supporters  of 
the  Bill  were  composed  indiscriminately 
both  of  Europeans  and  natives.  The 
Government  decided  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  interfere.  The  Bill  was  sent 
home  for  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  who  has  unrivalled  expert 
advisers  on  these    questions,    and  they 


unanimously  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Bill  should  become  law.  A  full  report 
of  its  working  during  the  first  year  of  its 
operation  in  the  Punjab  has  been  re- 
ceived. It  has  justified  the  predictions 
of  both  its  friends  and  supporters.  It  has 
stopped  alienation,  succeeded  in  checking 
and  diminishing  sales  of  land,  and  its 
restraining  influence  on  mortgaging  and 
other  forms  of  indebtedness  has  been 
marked.  On  the  other  hand,  the  selling 
value  of  land  has  fallen,  the  rate  of  in- 
terest has  risen,  and  the  credit  of  land- 
holders has  been  curtailed.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  so  far  from  the  Act  bea>ming 
unpopular  in  consequence,  the  Financial 
Commissioner  of  the  Punjab  reports — 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  one  effect  of  the 
Act  has  been  to  contract  the  credit  of  semin- 
dars,  but  as  far  as  can  be  gathered  from  the 
district  reporte,  this  contraction  of  credit  is 
view^  by  the  generality  of  the  zemindars 
themselves  as  a  relief.  It  has  led  to  a  sensible 
reduction  in  the  expenses  connected  with 
social  and  famUy  ceremonies,  which  have 
hitherto  been  regaoxled  as  necessary  evils." 

Beferring  to  its  effect  on  the  money 
lenders,  he  says 

"In  several  districts  it  is  mentioned  that 
money-lenders  are  devoting  their  capital  to  a 
more  healthy  and  legitimate  class  of  boiinesa 
in  the  direction  of  dealing  wholesale  and  retail 
in  foodftufib  and  other  common  commodities.'' 

He  concludes  by  saying — 

'*  On  the  whole  the  Fioancial  Commissioner 
is  able  to  say  that  the  Act  is  working  even 
better  than  he  hoped  it  would.  Last  year  be 
thought  the  great  experiment  promised  well, 
and  this  year  he  is  fully  connrmed  in  that 
opinion." 

Therefore,  if  the  Act  continues  to  work 
well,  its  principle  can  without  difficulty 
be  applied  with  modifications  to  other 
parts  of  India,  and  thus  we  shall  have  a 
general  and  efiective  remedy  against  the 
most  serious  mistakes  our  well-intentioned 
legislation  has  inflicted  upon  India. 

In  a  densely-populated  and  long  settled 
agricultural  country  like  India  no  rapid 
growth  of  public  revenue  is  to  be  ex- 
pected, and  if  I  claim  stability  as  one 
characteristic  of  Indian  income,  I  must 
admit  that  it  is  neither  elastic  nor  ex- 
pansive. Its  annual  growth  is  estimated 
at  about  2^  per  cent,  and  from  the  ex- 
perience of  the  last  fourteen  years  I  do  not 
think  that  it  can  be  safely  put  higher. 
When  we  turn  to  the  expenditure  side, 
its  most  satisfactory  feature  is  the  small 
amount  of  the  dead  weight  charges  in 
I  connection  with  the  debt.    There  is  no 
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great  Ooyernment  whose  unremunera- 
tive  expenditure  is,  in  proportion  to 
income,  so  small  as  that  of  India.  But, 
small  at  it  is,  I  am  glad  to  say  it  is  yearly 
decreasing.  This  is  due  to  the  practice 
of  devoting  every  year  not  only  surpluses 
of  revenue  over  expenditure,  but  even 
portions  of  the  annual  current  expendi- 
ture itself  to  the  construction  of  such 
reproductive  works  as  railways  and 
canals.  In  the  rail  way  account  there  are 
charged  against  railway  revenue  the 
terminable  annuities,  by  which  in  fifty 
years  the  Indian  Government  obtains 
possession  of  a  magnificent  property  in 
the  guaranteed  railways.  Sir  Edward 
Law  made  an  interesting  calculation  on 
a  commercial  basis  of  the  assets  and 
liabilities  of  India,  and  the  result  is  very 
satisfactory.  The  public  debt  and  lia- 
bilities of  India  in  April  last  were 
£224,000,000.  This  included  temporary 
and  unfunded  debt,  liabilities  for  Post 
Office  Savings  Banks,  and  provident 
funds.  The  capitalised  amount  of  Ua- 
bilities  on  account  of  railways  was 
£94,800,000,  and  there  were  various 
minor  obligations  of  £5,500,000,  making 
a  total  commercial  indebtedness  of 
£322,800,000.  Against  this  has  to  be  put 
the  commercial  value  of  railways  and 
canals  created  and  in  working  order. 
Sir  Edward  Law  took  the  net  annual 
income  of  the  last  three  years  of  these 
enterprises,  and  capitalised  it  at  twenty- 
five  years*  purchase.  This  gave  a  sum  of 
^^264,000, 000  sterling,  and,  adding  to  this 
the  cash  balances  and  reserves,  loans  and 
advances  to  Native  States  and  corpor- 
ations, which  amount  to  £37,000,000,  we 
have  total  assets  of  £301,000,000.  De- 
ducting this  from  the  total  Uabilities, 
we  get  a  net  result  of  liabilities 
over  assets  of  £21,000,000.  Small  as 
this  amount  is  now  it  will  steadily 
decrease,  and  I  am  confident  there  is 
no  Government  in  the  world  which  can 
show  so  satisfactory  a  balance-sheet  of 
its  assets  and  liabilities. 

Now  let  me  say  a  word  in  connection 
with  currency.  The  finance  of  no  Govern- 
ment can  be  satisfactory  if  it  is  associated 
with  a  discredited  and  depreciated  cur- 
rency. I  claim  for  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment that  the  success  of  the  currency 
policy  recently  adopts  has  enormously 
increased  their  whole  financial  system. 
Let  me  shortly  recapitulate  what  it  has 
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done.  The  foundation  of  the  change  was 
the  attempt  to  give  to  the  rupee  an 
external  exchange  value  in  gold  of  Is.  4d. 
That  scheme  has  now  been  four  years  in 
full  operation.  Taking  the  annual  average 
external  value  of  the  rupee  for  purposes 
of  exchange  for  the  last  four  years,  it 
only  shows  a  variation  of  A  per  cent, 
while  the  exchange  during  the  past  year 
— that  is,  the  year  1902-03 — varied  only 
1*4  per  cent.  During  the  same  period 
the  fluctuation  in  the  price  of  silver— 
which  had  previously  governed  the  price 
of  the  rupee — was  14*7  per  cent.  The 
benefit  thus  conferred  upon  Indian  mer 
chants,  exporters  from  and  importers 
into  India,  is  incalculable.  It.  has  dven, 
in  place  of  the  slippery  shifting  value  of 
the  old  silver  rupee,  the  stable  foundation 
of  a  gold  standard  upon  which  to  frame 
their  enterprises  and  calculations.  Whilst 
the  exchange  value  externally  of  the 
rupee  has  risen,  and  without  difficulty 
been  maintained  practically  at  the  rate 
of  Is.  4d.,  internally  prices  have  not  been 
adversely  afiected.  In  fact,  the  prices  of 
commodities  of  general  consumption  have 
risen  rather  than  fsJlen.  By  reducing  the 
number  of  rupees  to  be  remitted  to  this 
country  to  meet  gold  obligations,  surplus 
after  surplus  has  been  secured  during  the 
past  four  years,  and  the  present  remission 
of  taxation  is  mainly  due  to  the  success  of 
our  currency  policy.  Neither  has  any 
difficulty  occurred  of  obtaining  and  re- 
taining in  our  treasuries  the  gold  neces- 
sary for  exchange  of  notes  or  rupees  coined 
in  silver.  Sir  Edward  Law  reports  that 
gold  coins,  though  demanded  by  bankers 
chiefly  for  remittance  purposes,  are  little 
used  in  local  circulation.  We  have  in 
the  currency  reserve  about  £9,000,000, 
and  in  the  gold  reserve  in  this  coimtry 
about  £4,000,000  invested  in  gold 
securities.  I  saw  that  in  the  debate  in  the 
Legislative  Council  of  the  Viceroy  it  was 
said  by  some  native  gentleman  that  the 
rise  in  the  external  value  of  the  rupee 
had  increased  taxation  internally  by  the 
amount  of  the  difierence  between  the 
external  value  of  the  rupee  when  the 
Mints  were  closed  and  its  present  quota- 
tion. I  think  only  a  moment's  considera- 
tion is  necessary  to  upset  that  contention. 
If  a  rise  in  the  exchange  value  of  the 
rupee  means  an  increase  in  internal 
taxation,  then  a  fall  in  that  exchange 
value  would  mean  a  lightening  of  internal 
taxation.      The  exchange  value  of  the 
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rupee  durine  the  last  twenty-five  years 
lias  steadily  fallen  from  twenty-four  pence 
to  twelve  pence.  Was  taxation  during 
that  time  diminished  50  per  cent  1  Taxa- 
tion was  not  so  affected,  and.  if  a  fall  does 
not  diminish  taxation,  then  a  rise  in  the 
exchange  value  does  not  raise  it. 

Now  let  me  pass  on  and  examine 
what  is  undoubtedly  the  weak  part  of 
our  financial  system.  It  has  no  practical 
taxable  reserves;  and  I  cannot  better 
illustrate  this  weakness  than  by  exam- 
ining the  two  taxes,  portions  of  which 
we  remitted  this  year.  The  income  tax 
in  this  country  is  a  vast  financial 
reserve.  It  can  be  raised  and  lowered 
without  commercial  or  financial  incon- 
venience, and  its  yield  per  penny  in  the 
pound  is  steadily  increasing.  The 
income  tax  in  India  differs  in  one 
material  sense  from  the  similar  impost 
in  England,  inasmuch  as  agricultural 
incomes  are  exempt  from  its  operation  ; 
and  as  agriculture  is  the  main  source  of 
wealth  in  India,  the  income  tax  there 
only  falls  upon  official  and  industrial 
incomes  and  those  derived  from  invest- 
ments other  than  land.  In  England  all 
incomes  below  £160  are  exempted  from 
this  impost ;  in  India  all  incomes  above 
X33  were  till  this  year  subject  to  it.  A  six- 
penny Indian  income  tax  upon  its  present 
assessment  brings  in  about  XI, 290,000  ; 
in  England  a  penny  income  tax  gives 
X2,475,000,  or  almost  exactly  double 
the  full  }  ield  of  a  sixpenny  income  tax 
in  India — that  is  to  say,  a  halfpenny 
income  tax  here  brings  in  the  equivalent 
of  a  sixpenny  income  tax  in  India.  An 
extra  Id  or  even  2d.  in  the  pound  has 
not  been  an  infrequent  method  by  which 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  balance 
their  revenue  against  a  sudden  rise  of 
expenditure ;  but  to  bring  in  an  amount 
equal  to  Id.  in  the  pound  here  an  Indian 
Finance  Minister  would  have  to  impose 
an  extra  shilling  in  the  pound  income 
tax.  This  will  give  some  idea  of  the 
«canty  resources  behind  the  Indian 
Treasury,  so  far  as  direct  taxation  is 
eoncemed,  compared  with  those  avail- 
able here.  Estate  and  succession  duties 
here  are  another  great  source  of  annual 
taxation,  but  the  laws  of  inheritance  in 
India  preclude  the  possibility  of  applying 
this  method  of  increasing  public  revenues 
£0  as  to  bring  in  any  large  amount. 


The  other  tax  we  have  reduced  is  the 
salt  tax;  but  this,  again,  illustrates  the 
tenuity  of  our  indirect  taxation.  This 
is  the  most  prolific  of  our  indirect  taxes, 
but  it  is  very  high  upon  the  ad  valorem 
value  of  the  commodity  itself.  Salt  in 
India  is  supplied  from  three  sources 
— partly  from  salt  mines  and  lakes  in 
the  North,  partly  from  manufacture  by 
evaporation  in  the  South,  and  partly  by 
imports  from  Europe;  but  it  is  all  sub- 
ject to  a  uniform  tax.  The  tax  was 
R8.2|  per  82lb.  This  represents  a  1,000 
per  cent,  tax  upon  the  salt  from  the 
mines  and  lakes,  and  214  per  cent,  upon 
the  retail  price  of  imported  salt.  I 
have  always  been  in  favour  of  a  large 
reduction  of  this  tax.  We  have  reduced 
the  tax  20  per  cent.,  and  I  am  watching 
with  great  interest  the  result.  Unless 
all  my  experience  and  knowledge  of 
taxation  is  at  fault,  I  believe  the  con- 
sumption will  so  increase  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years — already  in  the  three 
months  of  this  year  there  is  a  very  con- 
siderable increase — as  to  make  good  the 
whole  of  the  present  remission.  And  if 
my  forecast  be  correct,  in  this  way  we 
may  create  a  financial  reserve  by  en- 
couraging the  consumption  of  a  neces- 
sity of  life  liable  to  taxation,  and  in  an 
emergency  realising  upon  the  improved 
consumption  we  have  thus  created  a 
higher  revenue  than  on  the  rate  remitted. 
But  this  is  the  only  reliable  financial 
reserve  that  can  at  present  be  named, 
and  this  reserve  is  not  yet  in  existence. 

On  the  other  hand,  expenditure  is 
increasing,  and  under  pressure  of  in- 
fluences which  no  Government  can  per- 
manently resist ;  for  we  have  established 
a  system  of  administration  which  has 
for  its  ideal  and  aim  a  standard  not  of 
Asiatic  conventionality,  but  of  Euro- 
pean conception.  The  Viceroy,  with 
indomitable  energy,  has  reviewed, 
inspected,  and  inquired  into  the  various 
branches  of  administration  with  a  view 
to  raising  their  efficiency.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Education,  police,  land  revenue,  railways, 
irrigation,  famine  administration — 
each  has  in  its  turn  been  overhauled,  and 
in  each  case  recommendations  have  been 
made  resulting  in  a  larger  outlay.  And 
thoush  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
this  mcreased  expenditure  will  be  a  good 
reproductive  investment,  still  at  the  out- 
set of  each  reform,  or  step  in  advance,  it 
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entails  unavoidable  expenditure.  Sani- 
tary improvement,  supplies  of  pure  water, 
increased  facilities  of  communication  and 
progressive  municipal  life  are  each  in 
their  turn  making  increased  demands 
upon  local  resources.  The  local  cesses 
which  defray  all  these  demands  are  un- 
distinguishable  in  their  incidence  from 
the  land  revenue,  and  in  consequence  an 
addition  to  it.  I  fear  that,  quite  inde- 
pendent of  any  other  call  upon  the 
revenues  of  India,  the  objects  which  I 
have  enumerated,  praiseworthy  and 
necessary  of  attainment  though  they 
may  be,  will  in  the  course  of  the  next 
few  years  absorb  the  greater  part  of  the 
present  surplus  and  the  annual  incre- 
ment of  increased  yield  from  existing 
taxes.  Therefore  it  behoves  us,  flourish- 
ing though  ourifinance  may  apparently  be, 
to  carefully  scrutinise  and  overhaul  all 
demands  for  increased  expenditure. 

That  naturally  brings  me  to  those 
disbursements  which  are  heaviest,  and  at 
the  same  time  most  necessary  of  all  the 
expenditure  incurred  by  the  Indian 
Government — namely,  the  military  estab- 
lishments of  India.  I  am  old-fashioned 
and  economical;  and  during  the  eight 
years  that  I  have  been  Secretary  of  State 
I  have  endeavoured,  and  not  without 
success,  to  fight  against  that  expansion 
of  military  estabushments  which  has 
characterised  the  policy  of  all  the  great 
Governments  of  the  world.  The  white 
army  in  India,  when  I  came  into  office, 
was  74,000  men  ;  it  is  now  75,300.  The 
native  army  was  145,000;  it  is  now 
148,000.  When  we  take  into  consider- 
ation the  number  of  the  population 
amongst  whom  this  army  is  stationed, 
the  size  of  the  country  in  which  order 
has  to  be  maintained,  and  the  extent  of 
the  frontier  to  be  defended,  the  number 
of  officers  and  men  upon  the  Indian 
establishment  is  surprismgly  small.  It 
cannot  with  safety  be  reduced ;  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  many  competent  authorities,  it 
ought  to  be  increased.  But  though  the 
numbers  give  little  signs  of  expansion,  the 
expenditure  during  this  eight  years  has 
risen  from  £15,200,000  to  £17.700,000; 
and  this  increase  is  mainly  due  to  the 
necessity  of  rearmament,  so  that  the 
ef]uipment  of  the  whole  of  the  establish- 
ments, both  European  and  native,  should 
be  brought  up  to  the  latest  standard  of 
military  efficiency. 

Lard  George  UamUUm. 


The  pontion  of  the  Indian  Goyern 
ment  in  the  control  of  the  military 
expenditure  is  somewhat  anomalous. 
Over  the  native  army  it  has  full  and 
complete  control,  but  over  the  Europein 
army  that  control  is  nrach  more  linutsd 
After  the  Mutiny,  the  white  army  of  the 
oU  East  India  Company  was  aboKshed 
and  incorporated  in  the  Imperial  British 
Army,  and  from  that  time  till  now  the 
War  Office  stands  to  India  in  the 
position  of  a  contractor  who  has  & 
monopoly  of  the  artide  required.  1 
believe  the  arrangement  to  be,  from  an 
Indian  point  of  view,  the  cheapest  that 
can  be  devised.  But  it  is  open  at  times 
to  self-evident  drawbacks.  The  founda- 
tion of  the  arrangements  then  made,  and 
still  in  force,  is  that  while  the  War  Office 
will  give  India,  within  limits,  the  white 
soldiers  she  wants,  the  Indian  Govem' 
ment  are  under  an  obligation  to  give  to  ail 
transferred  to  the  Indian  estaUishmeiit, 
a  daily  rate  of  pay  not  lees  than  that 
which  is  received  in  other  parts  of  the 
Empire.  This  rate  of  pay  is  governed 
by  the  condition  of  the  labour  maricet 
where  the  men  are  recruited,  and  that 
happens  to  be  within  the  richest  country 
in  Europe  and  the  highest  rate  of  wages. 
The  wages  fluctuate  according  to  the 
prospects  of  the  community  withm 
which  they  circulate.  If  higher  pay  is 
given  here  to  the  scddier,  it  is  associated 
with  a  rise  of  wealth  in  the  community 
to  whom  the  Government  offer  the 
higher  rate  of  pay.  But  India  has  no 
corresponding  advantage;  she  has  to 
pay,  not  according  to  the  standard  oi 
her  wealth  or  her  Ubour  market,  but 
according  to  the  standard  of  wealth  here^ 
and  she  has  no  option  if  the  soldiers  she 
wants  cannot  be  otherwise  obtained.  The 
correspondence  which  was  recently 
published  relating  to  the  increase  of  pay 
sanctioned  to  the  British  soldier  in  India 
illustrates  this  anomaly.  But  to  any* 
body  who  is  not  conversant  with  Cabinet 
practice  and  procedure,  a  perusal  of  these 
Papers  may  lead  to  a  misunderstanding, 
as  the  impression  might  be  created  on 
those  who  read  them  that  the  War 
Office,  suddenly  and  without  any  con- 
sultation, informed  the  India  Office  of 
its  determination,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence the  Indian  objections  to  thia 
increase  of  pay  were  not  in  the  purview- 
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of  the  Cabinet  when  they  decided  upon 
this  rise.  It  may,  therefore,  be  as  well 
to  state  somewhat  more  fully  what  was 
the  origin  of  the  increase  of  pay.  To- 
wards the  close  of  the  preparation  of 
the  Army  Estimates  for  the  year  1902-3 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  informed 
the  Oovernment  that,  in  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  his  military  advisers,  they 
could  not  undertake  to  m  intain  the 
establishments  at  the  necessary  strength 
during  the  ensuing  year  unless  there  was 
a  considerable  rise  in  the  inducement  to 
join  the  Army.  It  must  be  recollected  that 
at  that  time  we  were  engaged  in  a  serious 
war.  A  Cabinet  Committee  was  at  once  ap- 
pointed, of  which  I  was  a  member ;  and 
it  very  carefully  investigated  the  matter, 
as  it  was  clear  that  any  rise  in  the  pay 
here  would  have  to  be  given  to  the 
British  soldiers  who  were  quartered  in 
India.  The  Gk)vemment  subsequently 
considered  the  question,  and  every  objec- 
tion taken  in  the  correspondence,  urged 
either  by  the  India  Office  or  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  was  present  to  the  mind  of 
the  Cabinet  when  they  arrived  at  their 
decision. 

I  was  not  able  to  adopt  the  ordinary 
and  recognised  procedure  of  officially 
consulting  the  Government  of  India 
on  the  matter.  If  it  had  become 
known  that  the  Government  had  under 
contemplation  the  idea  of  largely  increas- 
ing the  pay  of  the  British  soldier,  all  re- 
cruitingfor  the  time  being  would  have  been 
stopped ;  and  it  therefore  became  neces- 
sary to  adopt  measures  of  extreme  pre- 
caution to  ensure  secrecy  in  this  matter. 
The  Government  of  India  is  double- 
headed,  and  consists  of  two  considerable 
Councils,  and  it  would  have  been  almost 
impossible  to  have  followed  the  procedure 
laid  down  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
have  addressed  them  officially  on  the 
matter,  without  a  risk  of  the  proposition 
becoming  known.  I  therefore  adopted 
the  course  of  placing  myself  in  semi- 
official commimication  both  with  the 
Viceroy  and  my  military  advisers;  and 
there  is  no  objection  contained  in  these 
Papers  which  the  Government  of  India 
subsequently  tu*ged  against  the  proposal 
that  was  not  known  both  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Cabinet  and  the  Cabinet 
itself  when  they  decided  upon  the  in- 
crease. There  was  no  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  Council  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Council  of  the  Viceroy  as 


regards  this  increase  of  pay.  We  agreed 
to  pay  the  extra  2d.;  we  objected  to 
paying  the  whole  6d.  I  did  not  adopt, 
the  suggested  argument  of  the  Viceroy  of 
India,  because  it  was  one  which,  if  re- 
course was  had  to  arbitration,  would  not 
have  stood  the  test  of  argument.  But  I 
stated  with  absolute  accuracy  in  my  cor-^ 
respondence  with  the  War  Office  what  the 
position  of  the  Indian  Government  was,, 
and  the  only  ground  upon  which  thev 
could  claim  exemption  from  the  fiul 
burden  of  the  charge  then  imposed  upon 
them.  I  may  as  well  read  these  two- 
paragraphs,  written  on  22nd  April — 

"  4.  So  loDg  as  the  British  soldiers  stationed 
in  India,  and  forming  part  of  the  Indian, 
establishment,  are  recruited  for,  and  form, 
part  of,  an  Imperial  force  serving  in  all  parts 
of  the  Empire,  it  is  not  possible  for  the  Indian. 
Government  to  refuse  to  them  the  pay  and 
emoluments  to  which  they  are  entitled  el  e- 
where. 

**6.  It  is,  therefore,  from  this  standpoint— 
that  of  a  sharer  in  the  financial  consequences 
of  a  military  change  which  he  must  necessarily 
accept— that  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council 
wishes  to  address  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.  If  the  scheme  now  under  discussion 
roust  be  generally  accepted  by  the  Indian 
Government,  it  ought  nevertheless  to  be 
examined  from  an  Indian  point  of  view,  with 
the  object  of  ascertaining  how  far  specml 
arrangements  are  needed  to  prevent  the 
additional  charge  upon  India  from  being; 
greater  than  womd  correspond  to  the  additional, 
benefit  that  she  receives.'* 

I  was  unable  to  induce  the  War  Office 
to  accede  to  my  request,  and  I  therefore 
obtained  the  sanction  of  my  colleagues  to 
refer  the  matter  to  arbitration.  Some 
high  authorities  contend  that  a  questioa 
of  public  policy,  such  as  the  rate  of  pay 
necessary  to  secure  recruits,  is  not  a  ques- 
tion that  should  have  been  referred  to- 
arbitration;  but  so  anxious  were  the 
Cabinet  in  this  matter  to  give  India, 
every  opportunity  of  stating  her  case 
that  these  objections  were  waived,  and 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  was  requested  to 
decide  upon  the  dispute  between  the  two 
Departments.  He  has  ^ven  his  decision,, 
and  the  whole  charge  will  in  consequence 
have  to  be  borne  by  Indian  revenues.  I 
regret  the  imposition  of  this  charge — it 
has  added  largely  to  our  military  ex- 
penditure ;  but  as  it  cannot  be  reduced 
except  by  diminishing  the  number  of 
soldiers  on  the  British  establishment,  a 
proposition  to  which  I  could  not  possibly 
assent,  we  must  accept  it  as  a  pennanent 
addition  to  Indian  military  expenditure. 
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It  therefore  behoves  us  to  subject  to 
more  rigorous  examination,  with  the 
"view  of  keeping  within  the  most  eoonomi- 
«cal  limits,  any  proposals  to  meet  other 
military  diflSculties.  And  this  brings  me 
^  a  proposition  which  excited  a  good 
•deal  of  interest — namely,  the  proposal 
that  a  reserve  for  India  should  be 
located  in  South  Africa,  and  that,  towards 
'the  extra  expense  which  the  quartering 
of  this  reserve  would  entail,  a  certain 
contribution  should  be  made  from 
Indian  revenues.  Now,  Sir,  this  pro- 
l)osal  has  met  with  great  opposition,  and 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  asking  India 
to  bear  a  charge  which  legitimately 
idlla  i\pon  Imperial  revenues  alone. 
But  such  allegations  show  a  com- 
plete misunderstanding  both  of  the 
origin  and  of  the  nature  of  the  proposal. 
The  proposal  arose  as  follows: — The 
«teady  and  continuous  advance  of  Russia, 
and  the  consolidation  of  her  power  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  our 
frontier,  or  of  territory  in  which  we  have 
an  exclusive  political  influence,  is  a  fact 
which  cannot  be  ignored.  I  have  always 
shared  the  views  expressed  by  the  late 
Lord  BeaconsGeld  that  Asia  is  big  enough 
ioT  the  aspirations  both  of  the  Russian 
and  British  Empires.  I  view  the  advance 
of  Russia  with  no  jealousy  or  special 
apprehension ;  but  it  is  a  fact  that  cannot 
be  ignored  that,  year  by  year,  the  com- 
pleting of  her  railways  and  other  facilities 
of  communication  does  give  her  an  in- 
creasing power  of  military  mobilisation 
on  our  frontiers,  and  of  feeding  and 
maintaining  those  so  mobilised.  The 
invasion  of  India  is  so  serious  a  matter, 
and  would  entail  such  gigantic  expendi- 
ture, that  no  country  or  Empire,  however 
strong,  would  lightly  undertake  such  a 
task.  But  it  is  an  eventuality  that  can- 
not be  summarily  brushed  on  one  side 
A8  outside  the  sphere  of  all  practical 
politics,  and  it  has  been  looked  into  by 
successive  Governments.  Every  mih'tary 
and  civil  authority  who  has  looked  into  the 
•question,  is  of  opinion  that,  in  certain  con- 
tingencies, a  large  reinforcement  of  our 
•existing  garrison  in  India  would  at  once 
be  necessary.  The  Admiralty  would  have 
to  be  consulted  as  to  the  transport  of  these 
reinforcements ;  and  every  Board  of 
Admiralty  with  which  I  have  any  acquaint- 
jmce,  has  been  unanimous  in  stating  that 
naval  difficulties  or  combinations  might 

Lord  George  Handlton. 


occur  which  would  preclude  them  from 
giving  any  guarantee  that  the  troops  could 
with  safety  be  so  transported  to  India. 

This  subject  has  been  most  exhaustively 
investigated  during  the  past  few  months 
by  a  special  branch  of  the  Defence  Com 
mittee.  I  was  present  at  all  these 
discussions,  and  I  had  with  me  three 
Anglo-Indian  generals,  all  men  of  ex- 
ceptional experience  and  knowledge.  The 
War  Office  was  represented  by  Lord 
Roberts  and  Sir  William  Nicholson ;  so 
that  every  military  authority  present  was 
an  Anglo-Indian  general,  and  every  one 
of  them  had  a  personal  knowledge,  from 
past  campaigns,  of  the  question  which  we 
were  endeavouring  to  solve.  I  doubt  if 
it  would  be  possible  ever  again  to  get  so 
unique  a  combination  of  personal  expert 
experience.  The  investigation  was  con- 
ducted  exclusively  from  an  Indian  point 
of  view,  and  with  a  desire  to  save,  as  far 
as  was  practicable,  Indian  finance.  There 
is  an  obvious  method  of  meeting  the 
difficulty,  and  that  is  by  largely  increasing 
the  existing  garrison  in  India.  That  is  a 
measure  which  has  been  pressed  upon  me 
from  various  quarters,  but  it  is  one  which 
I  have  declined  to  sanction,  as  it  must 
entail  a  large  and  growing  increase  to  our 
present  military  expenditure.  Was  there, 
then,  any  other  place  within  the  British 
Empire  nearer  to  India  where  this  reserve 
force  could  be  located,  and  from  which  in 
time  of  emergency  it  might  with  certainty 
be  transported  to  India  T  The  Admiralty 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  they 
could  guarantee  the  transport  of  such 
reinforcements  to  India  if  they  were 
located  in  South  Africa.  South  Africa  is 
a  healthy  country,  and  it  lends  itself  to  the 
physical  development  of  soldiers  who  are 
training.  The  question  then  arose — and 
it  was  put  entirely  in  the  interests  of 
India — Would  it  be  possible  for  the  War 
Office  to  make  any  arrangements  by 
which  this  additional  force  should  be 
maintained  in  South  Africa  to  be  at  the 
call  of  India  in  any  emergency  which 
might  arise  1  And  the  Secretary  of 
State,  after  consultation  with  his  military 
advisers,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  so  add  permanently 
to  the  troops  located  in  South  Africa 
as  to  establish  for  India's  special  benefit 
this  Reserve.  But  the  cost  of  maintain- 
ing this  extra  force  would  be  very  heavy ; 
and  it  seomed  only  reasonable  that,  if 
it  was  located  there  for  the  benefit  of 
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India,  India  should  in  some  degree  con- 
tribute towards  the  increased  charge 
thus  created.  If  this  scheme  could  be 
carried  out  it  would  give  to  India  a 
great  moral  and  material  Reserve,  and 
thus  give  a  guarantee  against  that 
increase  to  her  garrison  that  otherwise 
might  become  unavoidable.  After  care- 
fully considering  the  matter,  I  came  to 
the  conclusion  with  my  military  advisers 
that  it  was  the  most  economical  and 
most  convenient  proposal  that  could 
be  made  to  meet  this  special  di£Sculty. 
I  have  forwarded  the  proposal  to  the 
Indian  Government,  and  they  have 
taken  an  opposite  view.  They  are 
opposed  to  it ;  and  in  consequence  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  has  said  that 
India  will  not  now  incur  the  expenditure 
which  otherwise  she  would  have  incurred. 
I  regret,  therefore,  that  a  favourable 
opportunity  of  obtaining  at  so  slight  a 
cost  to  India  that  which  we  required  has 
been  allowed  to  go  by,  and  I  am  afraid 
that  in  the  course  of  a  very  short  time 
those  who  were  its  most  ardent  oppo- 
nents will  regret  their  action  when  they 
have  to  face  the  almost  certain  conse- 

?uences  of  their  successful  agitation, 
am  waiting  a  despatch  from  the 
Government  of  India;  but  I  certainly 
say,  that  if  Lord  Curzon  and  Lord 
Kitchener  both  combine  in  their 
objections  to  the  scheme,  I  could  not 
press  on  the  War  Office  an  increase  of 
expenditure  which  they  were  ready  to 
incur  for  the  purpose  of  placing  this 
reserve  at  the  disposal  of  India. 

It  is  frequently  assumed  by  native 
opinion  in  India,  that  India,  in 
consequence  of  being  an  integral 
portion  of  the  British  Empire,  is  sub- 
ject both  to  extra  risk  and  taxation 
from  which  she  would  be  free  if  she 
were  a  separate  and  self  -  supporting 
political  entity.  But  this  theory  will 
not  stand  a  moment's  examination,  and 
it  is  an  entire  delusion.  From  time 
immemorial,  as  far  as  history  goes  back, 
India  has  been  invaded  from  the  central 
plains  of  Asia  until  British  rule,  founded 
upon  a  sea  base  and  upon  naval 
supremacy  at  sea,  established  itself  in  the 
South  of  India  and  gradually  rolled  back 
what,  up  to  that  time,  had  been  the  ever- 
recurring  tide  of  northern  aggression. 
For  a  century  or  more  India  has  been 
immune  from  the  old  terror  of  invasion 


and  spoliation.  She  has  had  that  pro- 
tection because  she  is  part  of  the  British 
Empire.  But  the  protection  so  aflforded 
her  has  vitally  affected  our  whole 
miUtary  system,  for  it  has  brought  us, 
who  are  primarily  a  naval  Power,  to  the 
boundaries  and  territories  of  the  greatest 
military  empire  in  the  world.  It  is  this 
contiguity  which  affects  our  miUtary 
establishments  and  expenditure.  And 
though  I  believe  that  the  present 
relations  and  ties  between  Great  Britain 
and  India  are  beneficial  to  both,  and 
have  enabled  each  to  contribute  largely 
to  the  other's  prosperity,  the  burden, 
thrown  upon  this  country  of  fulfilling  ita 
military  obligations  to  India  is  a  prob-. 
lem  of  ever-increasing  difficulty.  Those 
who  have  to  solve  that  problem  are  not 
the  Government  of  India,  but  the- 
Imperial  Government  here.  It  is  not 
from  Indian,  but  from  British  resources 
that  the  reserves,  reinforcements,  and 
forces  required  in  certain  eventuali- 
ties will  have  to  be  furnished. 

Sir,  it  is  the  fashion  in  certain  quarters, 
to  assume  that  India  is  constantly  out- 
witted, and  most  inadequately  protectedi 
by  the  India  Office,  in  the  transactions 
which  occur^between  her  and  the  Imperial 
Departments  relating  to  payments  for  ser^ 
vices  rendered.  This  view  is  widely  preva-. 
lentin  India  and  inthePress,and  isenter^. 
tained  by  many  Members  of  Parliament. 
But  all  the  Departments  with  whom  I 
have  to  transact  business  of  this  character 
hold  diametrically  opposite  opinions.  It 
is  their  ingrainea  belief  that  they  lose 
rather  than  gain  by  the  duties  they  have 
to  perform,  even  though  India  pays  for- 
them.  It  is  quite  a  delusion  to  suppose- 
that  these  Departments  have  any  wish* 
whatever  to  make  a  profit  out  of  the- 
transaction,  or  to  force  on  India  an  unfair- 
or  unjust  bargain.  They  contend  that  it 
puts  upon  them  certain  charges  for  which 
the  money  payment  by  India  does  not 
compensate  them.  And  there  is  a  good 
deal  to  be  said  for  their  point  of  view.  It 
is  quite  true  that  India  pays  the  full  cost 
of  what  she  has ;  but  it  is  equally  true 
that  her  requirements  put  upon  our 
military  system  a  strain  which  I  believe 
no  financial  payments  can  counterbalance. 
An  establishment  on  a  war  footing  of 
75,000  men,  fully  trained  and  in  the 
prime  of  life,  has  to  be  located  and  re- 
plenished in  a  tropical  climate  at  the  other  - 

Digitized  by  VjiUUV  IC 


1207 


East  India 


{COMMONS} 


Revenue  Accounts, 


1208 


*end  of  the  world.  This,  with  the  increased 
mortalitj  inseparable  from  the  climate 
and  surroundings  of  India,  is  a  very 
lieavy  tax  upon  a  short  service  system  of 
voluntary  recruitment  in  the  richest 
industriid  community  in  the  world  ;  and, 
heavy  as  it  is,  it  is  only  the  vanguard  of 
what  in  time  of  emergency  might  be 
required.  It  is  a  very  mfficult  {Hroblem ; 
And  although  I  am  often  attacked  for  not 
•adequately  defending  the  revenues  of 
India,  no  one  who  has  been  behind  the 
scenes  and  had  a  long  experience  of 
•official  administration,  can  come  to  any 
t>ther  conclusion  than  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  arrangement  made  is  not  an  unfair 
one,  and  that  the  home  Departments  do 
not  make  a  profit  out  of  it  The  views  I 
am  now  expressing  are  the  result  of  a  long 
and  almost  unique  experience  of  the  work> 
ing  arrangements  between  the  War  Office 
and  the  India  Office.  Oririnally  I  believed, 
when  I  first  went  to  that  Department 
nearly  thirty  vears  ago,  that  India  did,aud 
was  intended  to,  get  the  worst  of  the 
bargains  made,  and  I  was  instrumental 
in  moving  for  a  Select  Committee  that 
sat  thirty  years  ago  to  inquire  into  that 
•question.  But  the  greater  my  know- 
ledge and  experience  became,  the  more 
have  I  been  compelled  to  modify  my 
original  opinion.  Though  it  is  my  duty, 
AS  Secretary  of  State,  to  protect  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  India  in  the  multi- 
ifarious  pecuniary  transactions  in  which 
we  are  involved  with  other  Departments, 
ftnd  although  I  am  constantly  in  con- 
troversy, and  sometimes  in  collision 
with  those  Departments,  I  find  no  wish 
on  their  side  to  make  a  profit  out  of  any 
of  the  services  rendered  to  India ;  nor 
do  I  find  any  evidence  of  any  fixed 
intention  on  their  part  to  force  upon  us 
unfair  bargains  on  terms.  The  principle 
that  should  govern  these  inter-Depart- 
mental controversies  is  well  and 
succinctly  summarised  in  the  language  of 
^he  celebrated  Select  Committee  of  1874, 
]before  which  Lord  Salisbury,  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge,  and  Mr.  Cardwell  all  gave 
evidence— 

"Your   Committee  cannot   lay  down   too 
strongly  the  position  that  the  English  Esti- 
mates ought  not  to  be  relieyed  at  the  expense 
of  Indian  revenues,  but  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  in  Council  has  the  constitutional  I 
right  of  refusing;  to  pay  for  objects  in  which  he  i 
considers  that  India  has  no  interest     At  the  I 
fame  time,  India,  as  a  component  part  of  the  | 
Empire,  must  be  prepared  to  share  in  the  cost  | 

Lard  George  Hamilton. 


'  of  a  system  the  expenses  of  which  may  be 
enhanced  for  Imperial  purposes." 

Upon  this  definition  of  respectiYe 
obligations  I  have  ever  acted,  and  the 
two  principles  thus  laid  down  every 
Secretary  of  State  has  observed.  The 
system  is  really  one  of  give  and  take, 
and  it  is  only  on  that  principle  that  the 
present  arrangements  can  be  worked. 
The  reason  in  favour  of  the  South  African 
scheme  was  that,  if  it  was  convenient  to 
the  War  Office,  it  was  economical  to  India. 

The  widespread  interest  felt  in  the 
term  ot  Lord  Curzon's  tenure  of  his 
present  office  has  shown  itsdf  in  various 
Questions  addressed  to  me  upon  the  sub- 
ject,   and  I  will,  therefore,  explain  more 
fully  than  is  possible  in  a  Parliamentary 
answer  the  reason  for  the  arrangement 
we  have  made.    The  past  five  years  have 
been    years   of  exceptional   activity  in 
India.    Questions  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance   relating   to  railways,    irrigation, 
police,  education,  land  settlements,  and 
famine  administration     have   been   ex- 
haustively investigated,  and  in  each  case 
Commissions    of    high  authority   have 
made  recommendations  of  a  far-reaching 
character.    The  Viceroy  himself  has  in- 
spected and  reviewed  many  branches  of 
Government  action.    There  is,  therefore, 
a  mass  of  questions  waiting  to  be  dealt 
with,  and  the  evidence  is  ready  on  which 
conclusions  could  be  based.    It  seemed  to 
us  that  it  would  be   greatly    to  India's 
disadvantage  if  the  Viceroy,  who  by  hia 
personal  vigour  had  himsdf  initiated  all 
these  inquiries,  left  office  before  he  had 
time  to  put  into  shape  and  to  ensure  the 
acceptance    and  establishment    of    the 
reforms     and    improvements  proposed. 
There  is  no  legal  limit  to  the  tenure  of 
office  of  the  Govemor-Creneral  of  India, 
though  usage  has  confined  it  to   five 
years,  but  that  is  on  the  ground   that 
five  years  hard  work  in  a  tropical  climate 
is  as  much     as  most    strong    men  can 
stand.    But  if  a  Viceroy  leaves  India  for 
Europe,  he  ipso  facto  vachtea  his  office. 
Lord  Curzon's  five  years  would  terminate 
in  January  next.    His  Majesty's  Govern 
ment  sounded  him  as  to  his  willingness 
toremam  for  a  further    period.      He 
accepted  the  proposition    provided   his 
health  and  strength  would  allow  him  to 
stay  on,   but  the  strain   of  his  extra- 
ordinary labours  during  the  past  five 
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years  rendered  it  more  than  pro- 
bable that,  before  a  further  pro- 
longation of  office,  he  would  require 
4k  hcdiday  of  three  or  four  months  in 
Europe.  Lord  Curzon  will,  therefore, 
anyhow  remain  in  India  till  the  end  of 
April  next.  If  his  health  will  then 
enable  him  to  take  up  a  fresh  term  of 
o£Sce  we  propose  to  extend  it  for  a 
period  of  two  years.  But  if  he  requires 
a  holiday  and  comes  to  Europe  he  will 
vacate  his  office,  but  be  re-appointed,  on 
his  return,  for  a  period  of  not  more  than 
two  years  in  addition  to  his  original  term. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  he  may  be  able  to 
undergo  these  fresh  labours,  for  he 
would  re-enter  upon  the  office  under 
singularly  favourable  auspices.  The 
gigantic  organism  of  India,  inert  though 
it  may  be  in  normal  times,  has,  by  the 
the  events  of  the  last  five  years,  been 
stimulated  to  unwonted  activity.  The 
terrible  calamity  in  the  West  of  India 
originated  for  the  relief  of  the  afflicted 
measures  of  extraordinary  magni- 
tude and  efficacy,'  and  there  has  been 
produced  in  the  minds  of  the  sufferers 
not  only  gratitude  for  the  succour  so 
given,  but  a  new  sense  of  hope  and  trust 
in  the  power  and  goodwill  of  the  British 
Oovemment  to  protect  them  from 
calamities  hitherto  uncontrollable.  At 
the  Delhi  Durbar — that  great  assemblage 
which  met  to  do  homage  to  the  King- 
Emperor  —  the  representatives  of  the 
races,  creeds,  and  nationalities  of  one- 
«ixth  of  the  whole  world's  population 
were  congregated  together,  and  all 
present  at  that  ceremony  felt  instilled 
into  them  a  higher  appreciation  of 
the  immensity  of  the  organisation  to 
which  they  individually  belonged,  and  a 
•quickened  sense  of  national  unity  and 
power.  Let  us,  then,  hope  that  these 
■newly-awakened  influences  may,  under 
the  firm  and  prescient  guidance  of  Lord 
■Ourzon  and  the  superiative  services  of 
which  he  is  for  the  time  being  the  head, 
■be  able  to  give  their  undivided  attention 
to  the  development  of  those  agricultural, 
industrial  and  educational  projects 
without  which  India  can  never]|nope  to 
attain  among  the  nations  of  the  world  a 
place  commensurate  to  her  population 
;and  her  resources. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'^'That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
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Mr.  SHACKLETON  (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe)  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
arrangements  of  the  Grovemment  were 
such  that  they  never  permitted  a  discus- 
sion upon  the  Indian  Estimates  before 
this  period  of  the  session,  and  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  State,  he  thought, 
should  endeavour  to  remedy  this  state  of 
things.  As  the  Vote  for  the  salary  of  the 
noble  Lord  did  not  come  before  the 
House  for  criticism,  some  opportunity 
should  be  given  for  discussing  the 
important  questions  raised  by  this  matter 
before  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  session. 
Once  more  it  was  necessary  to  com- 
plain that  the  Indian  Budget  was  not 
brought  on  earlier  in  the  session,  when 
more  than  a  handful  of  Members  were 

E resent.  The  stacement  which  the  noble 
lOrd  had  made  of  the  increasing  revenues 
of  India  was  a  justification  for  the  Motion 
which  he  now  brought  forward  for  the 
abolition  of  India's  import  duties  on  manu- 
factured goods.  Twenty  years  ago  the 
settled  policy  of  abandoning  these  duties 
was  adopted,  but  the  fall  of  the  rupee  in 
1894  brought  about  their  re-establish 
ment.  To-day  the  exchange  was  steady 
and  favourable,  and  in  1895  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  had  admitted  that  the 
re-consideration  of  the  duties  would 
be  desirable  as  soon  as  financial 
equilibrium  was  established  in  India. 
Troublesome  times  and  famine  came; 
Lancashire  not  only  waited,  but  did 
something  to  assist  India  in  her  troubles. 
Employers  and  operatives  joined  hands 
and  raised  a  fairly  large  sum  of  money 
to  help  them,  they  did  that  because 
they  knew  that  India  needed  help,  and 
that  anything  which  assisted  India 
would  in  the  long  run  be  to  the  benefit 
of  Lancashire.  Their  only  object  was 
to  relieve  distress  and  ultimately  to  do 
good  to  their  trade.  These  duties  were 
not  defended  on  their  merits,  it  was 
admitted  that  they  were  put  on  only 
for  revenue  purposes  to  meet  certain 
financial  difficulties.  That  being  so,  the 
only  point  he  had  to  make  clear  was 
that  the  time  had  come  for  the  abolition 
of  the  duties,  and  that  there  was  a 
demand  for  their  abolition.  During  the 
past  five  years  the  Indian  Budget  had 
shown  large  surpluses,  estimated  to 
amount  to  £14.774.000,  or  an  average 
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of  nearly  J&3,000,000  per  annum,  and 
this  year  there  was  to  be  a  reduction  of 
the  salt  tax  by  25  per  cent.,  while  the 
limit  on  incomes  for  assessment  for 
income  tax  had  been  raised  from  £33  to 
£66.  Even  with  these  remissions  there 
was  an  estimated  surplus  of  £1,000,000, 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  hoped 
would  be  exceeded.  That  was  more  than 
sufficient  to  cover  the  loss  caused  by  the 
removal  of  the  import  and  Excise  duties 
on  cotton  yarns  and  piece  goods.  That 
being  so,  surely  the  time  had  come  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  keep 
the  promise  made  some  eight  years  ago. 
The  cotton  trade  were  not  adopting  a 
selfish  attitude.  They  desired  that  India 
should  be  relieved  of  the  Excise  duties, 
that  they  should  compete  on  fair  terms, 
that  the  tax  on  the  industry  there  should 
be  removed  at  the  same  time  as  it  was 
removed  from  the  industry  here,  and 
that  the  other  trades  in  this  country 
which  exported  goods  to  India  should 
be  relieved  of  this  burden.  The  financial 
difficulty,  to  meet  which  the  duties 
were  imposed,  had  disappeared ;  therefore 
the  duties  ought  also  to  disappear.  The 
cotton  trade  was  at  present  in  such  a 
condition  that  the  relief  afforded  by  the 
removal  of  the  duties  would  be  greatly 
welcomed  by  everybody  concerned.  A 
large  and  representative  deputation  had 
waited  on  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  the 
reply,  though  courteous,  was  not  satis- 
factory. Resolutions  had  been  passed  by 
employers  and  operatives  pressing  for  the 
removal  of  the  duties,  and  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  now  take  up 
an  attitude  more  consistent  with  the 
promises  made  by  him  eight  years  ago. 
He  begged  to  move. 

♦Sir  JOHN  ROLLESTON  (Leicester) : 
In  seconding  this  Motion  I  must  con- 
gratidate  the  hon.  Member  on  his 
able  exposition  of  a  difficult  subject,  and 
I  am  sure  that  the  House  has  been 
pleased  to  listen  to  such  an  interesting 
and  exhaustive  statement  from  one  who 
speaks  with  so  much  authority,  as 
representing  one  of  our  greatest  indus- 
tries which  gives  employment  to  such 
large  numbers  of  our  countrymen.  I 
am  sure  that  everyone,  both  in  the 
House  and  outside,  will  congratulate  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  on  the  con- 
tinued improvement  in  the  financial  posi- 
Mr,  Shachleton. 


tion  of  that  part  of  the  Empire,  and  that 
notwithstanding  the  expenses  of  famiDe 
and  the  constantly  recurring  incidents  of 
petty  warfare,  asuccession  of  surjduses fall 
to  her  lot  must  be  a  source  of  satisfaction 
to  the  Government  of  India  and  of  envy 
to  that  of  this  country.  At  the  same 
time,  our  satisfaction  at  this  continuing 
surplus  must  be  somewhat  tempered  by 
the  reflection  that  it  is  obtained,  in  a 
measure,  at  the  expense  of  the  manufac- 
turers and  workpeople  of  this  country. 
I  am  afraid  that  I  am  one  who  has 
importuned  the  Secretary  of  State 
during  successive  sessions  by  Questions 
with  reference  to  the  import  duties 
imposed  for  the  first  time  at  the 
ports  of  India  by  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  the  Inst  time  they  sat  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  The  effect  of  the 
answers  to  those  Questions  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  that  although  he 
had  now  a  surplus  he  could  hold  out  no 
hope  of  a  remission  of  the  duties, 
having  regard  to  the  possible  require- 
ments of  India,  the  implication  being 
that  the  surplus  was  in  a  measure  the 
direct  result  of  those  duties.  Another 
cause  of  this  continuing  surplus  is  doubt- 
less that,  by  extraordinary  manipula- 
tions of  the  currency,  by  methods 
hitherto  unknown,  the  annual  loss  to 
India  by  the  fall  of  silver  in  terms  of 
gold,  has  been  checked,  and  as  it  was 
largely  the  loss  on  this  account  which 
gave  rise  to  the  need  for  raising  revenue 
by  means  of  duties,  it  seems  reasonable,, 
now  that  that  loss  has  disappeared,  the 
duties  should  also  disappear,  if  they  are 
injurious  to  trade,  and  especially  to  the 
trade  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Thai 
those  duties  are  injurious  to  the  trade  of 
the  United  Kingdom  is,  I  submit,  beyond 
argument;  this  was  clearly  shown  at 
the  time  of  their  imposition,  as  the  cottoi^ 
industry  was  represented  in  this  House 
in  sufficient  numbers  and  force  as  to- 
finally  obtain  from  the  Government,  not 
indeed  the  exclusion  of  Lancashire  &on> 
the  operation  of  the  duties  as  first  pro 
posed,  but  a  countervailing  duty  in 
India  on  all  cottons  above  a  certain  count, 
which  was  calculated  to  remove  the  pro- 
tective character  of  the  duty  prop08ed^ 
but  other  industries,  smaller  douotless 
in  extent,  remaining  subject  to  the  duty 
which  was  thus  removed  from  Lancashire^ 
My  requests  of  the  Secretary  of  State  werr^ 
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in  effect,  now  that  the  Indian  Exchequer  ' 
was  in  funds  and  the  primary  cause  of 
the  necessity  for  the  imposition  of 
the  duties  removed,  to  remove  the 
duties  altogether,  but  that  if  he  could 
not  now  remit  them,  or  if  the  necessities 
of  India  required  them  permanently,  if 
he  will  not  give  other  trades  also  the 
benefit  of  the  countervailing  duty,  and 
thus  remove  the  protective  character  of 
the  duty  from  those  other  trades  which 
has  been  removed  from  the  trade  of 
Lancashire]  I  think  that  that  is  a 
reasonable  request,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  commercial  equity. 
It  may  be  that  other  trades  exporting 
from  the  United  Kingdom  to  India  are 
not  so  large  in  amount  as  that  of  Lanca- 
shire, but  some  of  them  are  growing, 
and  I  submit  that  it  should  be  the 
policy  of  this  country  to  encourage  that 
growth.  Reading  a  special  article  in 
The  Times  last  year  on  India,  I  see  that 
the  American  Consul  at  Bombay  has 
pointed  out  that  India  is  likely  to  be 
a  fertile  field  for  the  extension  of  the 
boot  and  shoe  trade,  and  recommends 
American  manufacturers  to  sedulously 
cultivate  it.  Now,  I  represent  a  constitu- 
ency which  is  said  to  be  the  capital  town 
of  the  boot  and  shoe  trade,  and  in  and 
around  it  some  50,000  people  are  said  to 
be  employed  in  that  industry. 

Besides  this,  many  towns  and  large 
villages  distributed  over  the  Midland 
counties  live  almost  entirely  by  this 
trade,  with  which  India  now  very  largely 
competes.  There  are  large  boot  and  shoe 
factories  at  Cawnpore  and  elsewhere  in 
India,  paying  wages  to  their  workmen  of 
a  few  pence  per  day,  men  who,  I  am 
told,  work  the  American  machinery  as 
well  as  Europeans.  These  factories  not 
only  compete  in  general  trade  in  which 
they  are  protected  by  the  duty,  but 
large  quantities  of  boots  are  purchased 
annually  in  India  by  the  Government 
for  the  use  of  the  Army.  Boots  for  the 
manufacture  of  which  plant  was  largely 
prepared  in  this  country,  and  the  orders 
having  been  placed  in  India  instead,  has 
caused  much  disappointment  amongst  the 
manufacturers  of  the  Midland  counties. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  duty — the  protective  duty — 
imposed  on  boots  and  shoes  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom  into  India 
inflicts  a  hardship  on  that  trade,  and  I 
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think  I  am  not  unreasonable  in  asking 
that  the  injury  which  the  House  thought 
should  be  removed  from  the  trade  of 
Lancashire,  should  also  be  removed  from 
one  of  the  chief  trades  of  the  Midland 
counties — a  trade  to  which  the  Austra- 
lasian market,  at  one  time  a  good  market, 
has  been  closed  by  tariffs,  and  a  trade 
which,  in  the  face  of  severe  and  intense 
competition,  needs  new  markets  and  the 
removal  of  all  disabilities  which  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  Government  to  effect. 
In  a  speech  at  Cambridge,  in  March, 
1895,  the  right  hon.  Member  for  East 
Fife  well  denned  the  position  and  asked 
what  possible  justification  there  could  be 
for  singling  out  a  particular  industry  for 
exemption  1  That  question  has  never 
been  answered. 

I  must  here  anticipate  a  question  which 
might  be  asked  in  India,  which  is  this  : 
"  Why  do  you  object  to  our  getting  duties 
on  boots  or  shoes  and  other  articles  from 
Americans  and  Germans  and  other 
foreigners!"  The  answer  to  the  plain 
and  simple  mind  is  obvious,  and  it  is :  "  G^t 
as  much  as  you  like  from  the  foreigner, 
as  long  as  you,  inhabitants  of  our  own 
Empire,  do  not  get  it  out  of  us.  Get 
them  out  of  Germany  or  America  if  you 
like,  but  not  out  of  Lancashire,  Leicester- 
shire or  Northamptonshire."  But  that 
might  lead  to  a  controversy  upon  which 
it  might  not  suit  the  convenience  of 
the  nouBe  to  enter  at  this  period.  But 
it  is  the  simple  mind  which  will  answer 
and  settle  these  questions.  The  men 
who  will  settle  them  will  never  have 
heard  of  Adam  Smith;  they  will 
be  settled  in  the  factories  and  work- 
shops of  this  country — in  the  marts  of 
commerce,  rather  than  the  lectm*e-rooms 
of  schools.  If  not  in  this  Budget,  at 
least  in  future  Budgets,  I  hope  that  this 
injustice  to  trades  in  this  country  will  be 
removed  and  the  duties  abolished.  We 
have  heard  a  good  deal  about  duties 
lately,  and  we  are  promised  a  great  deal 
more ;  but  I  do  hope — and  I  speak  with 
great  respect — I  do  hope  that  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  may  find  it  con- 
venient to  explain  why  they  were  so 
ready  to  put  on  duties  all  along  the  Une 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  Exchequer 
of  India,  while  they  object  so  strongly 
to  any  duty  imposed  for  the  purpose  of 
helping  to  fill  our  own.  I  think  that 
we  have  a  claim  on  hon.  Members 
opposite  for  their  support  to  this  Motion, 
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inasmuch  as  they  were  primarily  re- 
sponsible for  these  duties  of  which 
eomplaint  is  made.  It  is  true  that  they 
were  brought  to  read  the  old  story  of 
the  silver  debtor  and  the  gold  creditor 
in  a  very  ac  te  form,  as  the  finances 
of  India  were  thereby  approaching 
collapse ;  but  by  their  action  in  closing 
the  mints  they  commenced  the  legisla- 
tion which  has  eventually  restored  the 
equilibrium  of  exchange,  and  therefore 
we  might  suppose  that  they  would  agree 
now  to  the  abolition  of  the  duties 
imposed.  Here  the  mere  mention,  the 
merest  suggestion,  of  fiscal  change 
appears  to  agitate  the  country  from 
end  to  end,  and  it  is  indeed  remarkable 
that  those  in  this  country  who  pride 
themselves  on  being  professors  of  econo- 
mic orthodoxy  shoula  have  passed  over 
in  silence,  and  without  comment,  the 
establishment,  within  a  period  of  seven 
years,  of  both  protection  and  bimetallism 
in  free  trade  and  monometallic  India. 

India  has  indeed  of  late  years  been  the 
country  of  economic  experiments;  the 
corpus  of  India  seems  like  the  living 
animal  in  the  hands  of  the  vivisector, 
who  tries  what  effect  the  removal  of 
some  important  organ  or  the  shock  of 
some  violent  operation  has  upon  the 
system  as  a  who^e;  the  experiment  of 
duties  has  been  apparently  successful; 
the  consumers  of  India  having  stood  the 
shock  very  well,  and  the  revenues  having 
been  much  benefited.  I  refer,  of  course, 
to  the  consumers  of  British  India ;  the 
consumers  of  the  native  States  do  not 
like  them  so  well  as  they  do  not  share 
in  the  revenue,  at  least,  directly.  The 
expenment  of  bimetallism,  or  the  cir- 
culation of  both  silver  and  gold  as 
legal  tender  money,  at  a  legally  fixed 
ratio,  seems  also  to  have  been  in  a 
measure  successful  as  the  fluctua- 
tions and  uncertainties  of  exchange 
between  India  and  England  seem  to 
have  disappeared,  although  they  are 
as  acute  as  ever  between  both  England 
and  India  and  the  Far  East.  The 
remedy  is  a  purely  local  remedy,  but 
still  satisfactory  as  far  as  it  goes.  But 
whether  India,  although  seemingly  un- 
affected at  present,  suffering  probably 
from  the  numbness  which  succeeds  a 
violent  operation,  whether  India  can 
maintain  a  condition  of  permanent 
health  and  prosperity  after  the  remoYal 

Sir  John  Bolleston, 


of  her  time-honoured  institution  of  the 
free  ooina^  of  silver,  still  remains  to  be 
shown.  This  is  indeed  a  great  experi- 
ment, and  an  experiment  which  every 
economist  of  repute  has  pronunced  as 
certain  to  be  attended  with  grave 
danger  to  any  State  that  makes  it.  I 
feel,  however,  Sir,  that  I  cannot  pursue 
that  subject  further  to-day.  I  can  only 
say  that  while  India  is  satisfied  with  the 
results  of  these  scientific  experiments 
we  here  can  only  regard  them  with 
interest  and  attention,  but  should  it  so 
be  that  she  should  some  day  wake 
up  to  discover  that  by  her  abandon- 
ment of  free  coinage  she  has  sacrificed 
50  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  her 
hoards  of  silver  bullion,  for  centuries 
past  the  potential  money  of  her  peoi^e, 
for  the  smaller  advantage  of  makiiig  the 
payment  of  her  gold  debt  to  England 
easier;  then,  in  that  case,  I  hope,  that 
she  will  find  a  svmpathetic  ear  in  the 
Parliament  of  the  paramount  Power. 
But  even  if  India  remains  satisfied  with 
these  experiments  I  must  still  protest  that 
they  should  not  be  made  at  the  eiroense 
of  the  constituencies  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  the  substance  of  this  Motion 
is  that  in  the  first  instance  these  duties 
were  unjustifiable ;  but  that  now  that  the 
first  cause  for  their  imposition  has  dis- 
appeared, their  maintenance  is  doubly 
so ;  and,  further,  I  appeal  to  the  House 
generally  not  to  continue  to  sanction 
legislation  which  must  show  that  parts 
of  the  country  can  squeeze  privileges 
from  it,  which  other  parts,  though 
equally  entitled,  are  unable  to  obtain. 

It  is  mere  pedantry  to  contend  that 
what  is  known  as  the  Gk>vemmentof 
India  is  responsible.  The  Government 
of  India  is  the  Government  of  this 
country,  and  for  the  actions  of  the 
Governor-General  and  the  Indian  Council 
the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom 
is  responsible.  And  in  any  inquiry  into 
fiscal  matters  into  which  the  Govern- 
ment are  entering,  or  which  they  are 
contemplating,  I  hope  that  the  system  of 
India,  both  as  regards  tariffs  and  its 
tinkered  currency,  may  rccupy  an  im- 
portant place:  and  further  that  that 
question  of  stupendous  importance,  ex- 
change with  the  Far  East,  may  also  meet 
with  consideration  and  attention.  Mr 
excuse  for  taking  part  in  this  debate 
must  be  that  I  have  seen  India,  and 
have  been  a  landowner  there :  and  the 
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glimpses  that  I  had  in  this  way  have 
induced  me  to  follow  with  keen  interest 
the  lines  of  its  economy  and  administra- 
tion, and  I  must  say  that,  although 
I  think  that  mistakes  have  been 
made,  yet  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
believe,  nor  do  I  share  in  any 
degree  in  the  sentiment  which  is 
frequently  unfortunately  expressed  in 
this  country,  that  the  Government  of 
India,  though  parental  in  form,  is  ste|)- 
fathcrly  in  spirit,  preferring  the  interests 
of  the  children  of  its  own  body  to  those 
of  its  step-children  in  India.  On  the 
contrary  I  believe  that  through  all  the 
turbulent  scenes  of  their  history,  nothing 
more  fortunate  could  have  happened  to 
that  collection  of  States,  geographically 
known  as  India,  nothing  could  have 
occurred  more  likely  to  settle  them  in 
a  condition  of  permanent  peace  and  pros- 
perity, than  the  establishment  amongst 
them,  of  the  Government,  the  absolute 
Government,  of  the  British  Crown.  I 
believe  that  that  Government  is  actuated 
by  feelings  of  the  utmost  sympathy  and 
goodwill  for  the  welfare  and  the  interests 
of  its  many  millions  of  subjects  without 
regard  to  colour,  caste,  or  creed.  It  is, 
therefore,  with  reluctance  that  I  even 
venture  to  criticise,  and  I  certainly  do 
not  wish,  by  anything  that  might  be 
said  or  done  in  this  House,  to  increase 
in  any  way  the  difficulties  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  an  Empire  which  is 
a  duty  already  of  stupendous  respon- 
sibility, requiring  a  supreme  degree 
of  abiUty  to  efficiently  discharge  it.  At 
the  same  time  I  cannot  agree  that 
the  suppression  of  and  the  withdrawal  of 
Indian  affairs  from  the  notice  of  this 
House  is  in  the  interests  of  either  the 
Government  or  the  people  of  India. 
That  the  interests  of  this  House,  one  of 
the  Chambers  of  the  paramount  Parlia- 
ment, should  be  aroused  in  Indian 
affairs  is,  in  my  opinion,  desirable. 
That  the  actions  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Government  of  India 
should  be  discussed  in  this  House  is,  I 
submit,  as  constitutional  as  that  those 
of  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  should  be,  and  I 
hope  that  in  the  course  of  seconding 
the  Motion  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Clitheroe  I  have  not  trans- 
gressed in  any  way  the  privileges  which 


the  freedom  of  debate  habitually  accords 
to  Members  of  this  House.  I  b^  to 
second. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  that,'  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
*  this  House  is  of  opinion  that,  in  view  of  the 
satisfactory  Indian  Budgets  in  the  current  and 
recent  years,  the  duties  imposed  in  1894-5  on 
manufactured  ffoods  imported  into  India  should 
be  abolished.'  —(ifr.  Shackkton,) 

Question  proposed,  'That  the  words 

Proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
!uestic»n." 


♦The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  INDIA  (Earl  Percy, 
Kensington,  S.)  said  that  as  many 
Members  desired  to  speak  on  other 
subjects,  it  would  perhaps  be  convenient 
that  he  should  state  the  reasons  why  the 
Government  could  not  possibly  accept  the 
Motion.  He  felt  both  surprise  and  regret 
at  this  Motion  being  proposed.  He 
was  surprised  because  he  thought  the 
view  put  forward  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  had  been  very  fully 
met  and  satisfied  by  the  reply  his  noble 
friend  gave  to  the  deputation  that  waited 
on  him  from  Lancashire.  With  regard 
to  the  pledges  the  noble  Lord  was  said  to 
have  given,  all  that  he  said  was  that  as 
soon  as  the  finances  of  India  were  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  these  duties  would 
have  to  be  dealt  with.  He  had  fully 
redeemed  those  pledges  by  the  changes 
which  he  introduced  into  the  tariflf,  oy 
the  abolition  of  the  duty  on  imported 
yarn,  and  the  assimilation  of  the  lower 
duty  of  3J  instead  of  5  on  the  im- 
ported manufactured  article  to  the 
Excise  duty  imposed  on  the  manufac- 
tured article  produced  in  India  itself. 
Motions  of  the  kind  now  under  discus- 
sion were  liable  to  give  rise  to  mis- 
understanding, to  increase  suspicion,  and 
to  considerably  diminish  the  respect  and 
confidence  the  Indian  people  might  other- 
wise feel  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Last  year  they  discussed  a  Motion  to  put 
the  salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
the  Estimates,  the  object  being  to  give 
this  House  more  detailed  control  over  the 
finances  of  India.  They  were  finances  to 
which  the  taxpayers  of  this  country 
contributed  notning,  and  no  Member  of 
this    House    was    representative   of,  or 
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responsible  to,  a  single'  Indian  constitu- 
ency. A  Motion  of  that  kind  could  only 
be  justified  on  the  assumption  that  in 
dealing  with  a  purely  Indian  question 
this  House  was  capable  of  looking  at 
the  matter  from  a  somewhat  broad 
standpoint,  and  capable  of  putting  aside 
all  prejudice  and  partiality. 

*SiR  JOHN  ROLLESTON  said  it  was 
not  merely  an  Indian  question. 

*Earl  PERCY  said  it  was  primarily 
tja  Indian  question,  and  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  Motion  now  before 
them  proved  that  some  hon.  Members, 
at  any  rate,  of  this  House  ap- 
proached Indian  questions  rather  more 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  British 
manufacturer  than  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  Indian  taxpayer.  So  far  as 
it  was  an  Indian  question  the  hon. 
Member  had  admitted  that  the  natives 
were  not  injured  by  the  duty  materially. 
They  could  not  find  in  the  whole  of  India 
anybody  of  native  opinion  in  favour  of 
doing  away  with  these  import  duties. 
The  only  opinion  expressed  at  all  by  the 
native  members  of  the  Viceroy's  Council 
was  not  in  favour  of  doing  away  with 
import  duties,  but  of  retaining  them, 
and  abolishing  the  Excise  duties.  His 
hon.  friend  took  the  opposite  view,  for 
he  suggested  that  if  the  Government 
could  not  assent  to  the  abolition  of  the 
import  duties  they  should  extend  the 
system  of  Excise,  and  impose  that  Excise 
on  all  manufactured  goods  which,  com- 
peted with  British  imports.  That  pro- 
posal was  certainly  not  made  in  the 
interests  of  either  the  Indian  producer 
or  consumer. 

He  proposed  first  of  all  to  deal  with 
the  demand  for  the  abolition  of  the 
whole  of  the  Indian  tariff.  He  did 
not  stop  to  notice  the  suggestion  made 
in  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  that  they  might  abolish 
the  Customs  duties  on  manufactured 
articles  while  retaining  the  import  duties 
on  other  goods.  The  duties  on  manu- 
factured articles  constituted  by  far  the 
larger  portion  of  the  yield  of  the  tariff, 
and  if  they  were  to  take  off  the  duty  on 
manufactured  goods  the  tariff  would  not 
be  worth  maintaining  at  all  Cotton 
alone  represented  38  to  40  per  cent,  of 
the   whole    of    the    imports,   and    the 

Earl  Percy, 


revenue  derive!  from  duties  on  cotton 
represented  one-sixth  or  one-seventh  of 
the  whole  of  the  Customs  revenue 
The  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  had 
been  tried  more  than  once  in  the  past, 
and  it  had  invariably  failed  It  was  tried 
by  Lord  Lytton  in  1878,  when  he  abolished 
the  duties  on  cotton,  and  in  a  very  few 
years  that  was  necessarily  followed  by 
the  abolition  of  the  whole  of  the 
Customs  tariff.  It  was  tried  again  in 
1894,  when  the  general  import  duties 
were  re-imposed  on  articles  other  than 
cotton,  and  within  a  few  months  it  was 
found  impossible  to  maintain  the  ex- 
emption. Therefore,  to  propose  the 
abolition  of  the  duties  on  manu- 
factured articles  was  practically  to 
propose  to  abolish  the  whole  import 
tariff.  It  meant  asking  India  to  sacri- 
fice no  less  than  £3,500,000  of  revenue. 
India  was  unlike  this  country.  We  in 
England  raised  five-sixths  of  our  total 
revenue  from  taxation.  India  only 
raised  a  quarter  of  her  revenue  in 
this  way,  and  of  that  quarter  the 
Customs  revenue  produced  at  least  one- 
sixth.  Anybody  who  made  the 
suggestion  that  India  should  sacrifice 
a  revenue  of  £3,500,000  was  bound  to 
show  one  of  two  things — either  that 
India  could  dispense  with  that  revenue 
altogether,  or  be  able  to  suggest  some 
other  source  of  revenue  which  would 
provide  a  similar  amount  without 
imposing  a  greater  burden  on  the 
Indian  people.  The  hon.  Gentlemen, 
who  moved  and  seconded  the  Motion, 
had  both  selected  the  first  alternative. 
They  pointed  to  the  prosperous  Budgets 
of  the  last  few  years,  and  proceeded  to 
draw  the  inference  that,  in  view  of  this 
prosperity,  India  could  dispense  with  that 
source  of  revenue.  The  satisfaction 
with  which  we  regarded  these  pros- 
perity Budgets  must  be  qualified  by 
several  considerations  which  he  would 
refer  to  shortly.  But  even  if  that  were 
not  so,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
inference  the  hon.  Gentlemen  drew  was 
manifestly  absurd.  The  fact  that  there 
had  been  for  the  last  four  years 
Budgets  which  showed  a  net  sur^dus 
of  £11,000,000  was  clearly  no  argument 
for  a  further  abandonment  of  revenue 
of  £3,500,000  when  all  these  Budget  sur- 
pluses had  been  already  allocated  to 
the  reduction  of  taxation,  or  to  increased 
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expenditure,  and  were,  therefore,  no 
longer  available  for  a  further  reduc- 
tion. Of  course  it  might  be  said  that 
a  succession  of  surpluses  of  this  kind 
for  a  number  of  years  was  an  argu- 
ment that  there  would  be  a  similar 
succession  of  surpluses  in  future. 
He  hoped  that  might  be  so,  but 
it  was  clearly  not  an  hypothesis  which 
they  were  justified  in  reckoning  upon. 
It  was  rather  an  extraordinary  hypothesis 
for  hon.  Members  to  put  forward 
seeing  that  only  a  few  years  ago  they 
were  pressing  this  House  to  make  a 
large  grant  in  aid  of  the  Indian  revenue. 

His  noble  friend  had  reminded  the 
House  that  the  revenue  of  India  was 
subject  to  great  variations  and  fluctua- 
tions and  that  the  calls  on  that  revenue 
^ere  very  great.  He  might  add  that 
they  could  hardly  make  the  assumption 
that  these  surpluses  would  continue, 
without  casting  somewhat  of  a  reflec- 
tion on  the  capacity  of  the  Finance 
Minister  in  India  implying  that  he  was 
budgeting  for  a  smaller  surplus  than 
he  was  likely  to  get,  and  that  we  were 
maintaining  the  taxation  of  the  Indian 
people  at  a  higher  level  than  was  justified 
by  the  exigencies  and  necessities  of 
Indian  finance.  He  did  not  deny  that 
these  Budgets  constituted  a  very  satis- 
factory feature.  They  proved  the  re- 
cuperative power  of  the  country,  they 
were  evidence  of  the  soundness  of  the 
basis  of  our  financial  system  and  they 
proved  the  elasticity  of  the  revenue. 
The  inference  which  he  should  draw 
from  these  facts  was  that  we  ought  to 
be  careful  how  we  disturbed  the  basis 
of  a  system  which  had  only  recently 
been  settled,  and  which  had  yielded  such 
very  surprising  and  satisfactory  results, 
that  we  ought  to  think  twice  before 
we  rashly  surrendered  any  source  of 
revenue  which  showed  a  capacity  for  ex- 
pansion,and  that  in  determinmg  reductions 
of  that  taxation  we  ought  to  select  those 
which  would  give  the  maximum  of  relief 
to  the  taxpayers  and  involve  the  minimum 
of  loss  to  the  revenue.  That  was  the 
principle  the  Grovernment  Lad  followed 
in  the  last  Budget.  They  had  not 
abandoned  any  smgle  head  of  revenue. 
They  had  given  relief  where  they  believed 
it  would  be  most  felt — namely,  in  respect 
of  the  salt  tax,  income  tax,  and  land  tax, 
and  by  the  remission  of  the  interest  on  their 


debt  to  the  small  and  impoverished  States. 
He  did  not  know  that  anybody  in  the 
House  would  contend  that  anything  like 
the  same  relief  would  have  been  ^ven  by 
the  abolition  of  the  Customs  duties.  To 
abolish  the  Customs  duties  would  have 
been  to  surrender  a  large  and  expanding 
source  of  revenue,  but  the  modification 
of  the  salt  duty  only  meant  the  temporary 
surrender  of  a  revenue  which  was  already 
stationary,  and  would,  we  hoped,  expand 
in  consequence  of  an  increase  of  consump- 
tion. The  reduction  of  the  salt  duty  and 
the  remission  of  land  revenue  were  forms 
of  relief  which  touched  practically  the 
whole  of  the  very  poorest  classes  in 
India.  A  relief  of  the  Customs  duty 
would  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  He 
observed  that  Sir  Edward  Law,  the 
Finance  Minister,  in  his  speech  in  the 
course  of  the  Indian  Budget,  estimated 
that  the  proportion  of  Customs  duty 
which  was  paid  by  the  very  poor  only 
amounted  to  20  per  cent.  Even  if  that 
were  not  so,  the  surpluses  at  their  disposal 
had  not  been  sufficient  to  permit  of  an 
entire  surrender  of  the  Customs  revenue. 
Out  of  the  whole  £11,000,000  of  surpluses 
which  they  had  had  during  the  last  four 
years  they  had  only  been  able  to  give 
towards  the  relief  of  taxation  a  sum  of  a 
little  over  £2,000,000.  That  was  to  say, 
it  was  more  than  £1,000,000  less  than 
they  would  have  to  surrender  if  they  did 
away  with  the  Customs  tariff.  The 
reason  why  they  had  been  able  to  devote  so 
small  a  share  of  the  surpluses  to  the  relief 
of  taxation  was  partly  that  the  sur- 
pluses were,  in  themselves,  to  a  certain 
extent,  artificial.  These  surpluses  had 
been  due  to  the  proceeds  of  the  counter- 
vailing duty  on  sugar — a  new  form  of 
taxation  which  had  only  recently  been 
tried,  and  which  had  been  brilliantly 
successful — and  to  the  large  savings 
which  India  had  derived  from  the  em- 
ployment of  a  great  portion  of  her 
military  forces  in  South  Africa  and 
China.  These  were  temporary  in 
character,  and  neither  of  them  would 
have  justified  a  large  and  permanent 
remission  of  revenue. 

The  second  reason  why  they  had 
devoted  so  small  a  portion  to  the 
relief  of  taxation  was  the  same  cause 
with  which  they  were  all  familiar  in 
this  country — namely,  that  the  growth 
of  revenue  had  been  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  the  increase  in  expenditure. 
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A  great  many  hon.  Gentlemen  argued 
that  much  of  thii  expenditure  was  un- 
neceasary  and  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with.  He  did  not  agree  with  that.  He 
thought,  however,  that  it  was  a  logical 
point  of  view  that  if  they  were  going  to 
surrender  a  large  portion  of  revenue  they 
ought  to  begin  by  cutting  down  their 
expenditure.  The  increase  in  net  ex- 
penditure could  not  fairiy  be  attributed 
to  the  Army  Vote.  It  had  been  pointed 
out  that  during  the  last  eleven  years  the 
revenue  had  increased  by  £17,000,000, 
and  that  the  expenditure  on  the  Army 
had  only  increased  by  £1,500,000;  and 
taking  the  last  two  decades,  the  proportion 
of  military  expenditure  to  the  total 
revenue  had  fallen  from  26  to  24  per  cent. 
The  real  reasons  why  the  expendi- 
ture had  increased  were  the  very  large 
outlay  on  public  works,  especially  on 
irrigation,  much  of  which  was,  of  course, 
of  a  reproductive  character,  but  much, 
and,  if  the  recommendations  of  the  Irri- 
gation Committee  were  carried  out,  an 
increasing  proportion  of  which  would 
bring  in  no  direct  return.  In  addition 
to  that,  they  would  have  to  meet  in  the 
future  very  large  charges  for  sanitation, 
police  reforms,  and  education,  which  in 
all  its  branches  was  in  a  seriously  back 
ward  condition.  Hon.  Members  would 
see  that,  in  view  of  these  growing  lia- 
bilities and  the  uncertainty  of  a  revenue 
which  depended  mainly  on  agriculture, 
it  would  be  folly  to  throw  away  a  source 
of  revenue  which  yielded  a  considerable 
sum,  which  imposed  no  serious  burden 
on  the  people,  and  which  violated  no 
canon  of  the  most  orthodox  political 
economy.  He  did  not  propose  to  labour 
the  point  whether  these  duties  were 
protective.  They  were  not  imposed  with 
that  object ;  and  he  did  not  think 
that  they  had  that  effect.  He  did  not 
suppose  that  his  hon.  friend  could  produce 
a  single  authority  on  political  economy 
who  would  say  that  a  ^neral  all-round 
6  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  involved  an 
infringement  of  free  trade  principles. 
He  had  read  the  debate  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  the  fiscal  question,  and 
every  ex- Viceroy  of  India  who  took  part 
in  it  went  on  the  assumption,  which  no 
one  thought  of  disputing,  that  the  fiscal 
system  of  India  was  a  free  trade  system. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House 
voted  last  year  for  a  shilling  duty  on 
corn  without  a  corresponding  Excise  duty, 
Earl  Percy, 


and  hon  Members  opposite  were  equiJly 
debarred  from  contending  that  the  Indian 
tariff  was  protective  because  they  had  lately 
challenged  very  strongly  the  statement 
made  by  the  right  hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary  that  the  citizens  of  the  British 
Empire  took  £10  per  head  of  our  manu- 
factures, on  the  ground  that  he  had  in- 
cluded the  imports  into  India,  which  was 
a  free  trade  market. 

♦Mr.  lough  (IsHncton,  W):  The 
Colonial  Secretary  said  the  self-governing 
colonies.  The  question  was  not  whether 
India  was  a  free  trade  market. 

*Earl  PERCY  said  that  the  question 
of  self-government  was  irrelevant.  He 
admitted,  however,  as  a  matter  of  pure 
theory — or  pedantry  as  he  preferred  to 
call  it — that  if  you  put  a  tax  upon  an 
article  which  could  be  manufactured  in 
the  country  which  taxed  it,  without  im- 
posing an  equivalent  excise,  that  tax 
might  be  described  as  protective. 

Mr.  LOUGH:  That  was  not  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  statement. 

♦Earl  PERCY  said  that  that  was  his 
own  statement.  So  far  as  abstract 
devotion  to  free  trade  was  concerned, 
they  had  already  done  homage  to  it  in 
the  case  of  the  cotton  duties.  They  had 
retained  the  tax  on  manufactured  ^oods 
but  had  also  levied  an  equivalent  Excise 
duty  on  the  native  product.  Nobody, 
except  Lancashire,  alleged  that  this  im- 
port duty  was  protective.  The  total  im- 
S>rts  of  cotton  goods  had  steadily  risen, 
e  thought  that  Lancashire  had  been 
very  much  in  error  in  attributing  so 
much  effect  to  the  protective  character 
of  the  old  duty  on  yams.  That  duty 
had  been  abolished,  and  yet  the  statistics 
showed  that  the  Lancashire  imports 
had  steadily  fallen  off.  The  reason  was 
the  competition  of  the  Indian  mills,  with 
their  advantage  of  cheap  labour,  and  the 
changes  of  native  fashions.  The  case  of 
Lancashire  had  always  been  treated  as  ex- 
ceptional. Lancashire  had  had  averylar^ 
and  avery  long  established  trade  with  India 
— a  trade  which  depended  to  a  great  extent 
for  its  prosperity  on  exports  to  the  Indian 
market,  and  also  to  a  very  large  extent 
on  the  Far  Eastern  market  in  wmch  India 
itself  was  a  serious  competitor.  The 
margin  of    profit    on    the  Far   Eastern 
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market  was  so  small  that  it  was  feared 
that  a  very  small  advantage  given  to  the 
Indian  producer  might  turn  the  balance 
in  his  favour.  The  Indian  mills  were 
verv  numerous  and  very  largely  capital- 
ised, employing  more  than  200,000  men, 
and  enjoying  the  further  advantage 
that  the  Indian  manufacturers  drew  their 
raw  material  from  the  country  itself  and 
consequently  escaped  the  duty.  Now, 
none  of  those  conditions  applied  to  the 
other  trades.  There  was  not  one  of  them 
which  had  more  than  a  comparatively 
small  trade  with  India  itself,  fife  was  not 
aware  that  any  single  one  of  them  com- 
peted Mrith  India  in  the  Far  Eastern 
markets.  Take  the  boot  and  shoe  in- 
dustry, to  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
referred,  and  in  which  he  was  especially 
interested.  The  bulk  of  that  industry 
in  India  was  carried  on  by  the  small 
village  traders,  to  whose  products,  like 
the  products  of  the  hand-loom  weavers, 
it  was  not  possible  to  apply  the  Excise 
duty,  and  who  did  not  make  the  kind  of 

foods  which  were  imported  from  abroad, 
'he  only  people  who  might  be  considered 
to  compete  with  the  British  manufacturers 
were  the  large  shops  in  the  Presidency 
towns  and  the  owners  of  three  or  four 
large  factories.  The  prosperity  of  the 
factories  almost  entirely  depended  on 
Government  orders,  in  respect  of  which 
they  enjoyed  no  advantage  whatever  from 
the  duty,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
Government  stores  could  be  imported  into 
India  free  of  duty.  The  large  shops 
again  made  their  goods  from  English 
leather  which  had  already  paid  duty,  so 
that  if  a  further  Excise  duty  were  im- 
posed on  the  manufactured  articles  they 
would  be  put  to  a  very  serious  disadvan- 
tage as  compared  with  the  small  village 
pi^ucers.  He  supposed  that  his  hon. 
friend  was  afraid  that  some  of  these  home 
trades  were  being  seriously  injured  by  the 
•existing  duties.  He  had  no  evidence  of 
that  at  all  He  had  had  the  averages 
taken  out  for  the  four-year  periods  from 
1885-6  onwards.  The  total  imports 
between  1885-6  and  1888-9  amounted  to 
X37,400,000.  In  the  next  four  years  they 
had  risen  to  £44,128,000.  In  1893-4 
and  1894-5  the  imports  were  abnormally 
swollen  by  shipments  in  anticipation  of 
the  duty.  From  1895-6  to  1898-9,  they 
amounted  to  £46,000,000;  and  in  the 
succeeding  four  years  they  had  risen  to 
£51,000,000.      In  regard  to  boots  and 


shoes,  the  imports  into  India  were  in 
1894-5,  £84,000;  and  in  1902-3  they 
had  risen  to  £122,000 ;  while  as  to 
other  leather  goods  they  had  risen 
from  £114,000  to  £118,000.  Of  course, 
it  might  be  said  that,  even  if  these 
duties  were  not  protective  in  their 
character,  they  indirectly  affected  the 
producer  by  limiting  the  capacity  of  the 
consumer.  That,  however,  was  not  an 
argument  for  extending  the  range  of 
Excise  duties,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
he  did  not  think  the  main  contention 
could  be  sustained.  In  the  debate  in 
the  Viceroy's  Council  it  was  stated 
that,  owing  to  the  fail  in  price  amount- 
ing to  12^  per  cent,  the  Indian 
consumer  had  not  paid  the  duty,  but 
had  been  able  to  shift  it  very  largely, 
if  not  entirely,  upon  the  foreign  pro- 
ducer. In  any  other  country  we  should 
say  that  that  was  an  ideal  state  of  things, 
and  the  only  reason  why  it  was  not  ideal 
in  the  case  of  India  was  that  the  larger 
proportion  of  these  imported  goods 
belonged  to  this  country.  In  other 
words,  India  was  being  asked  to  sacrifice 
herseH,  not  on  the  altar  of  outraged 
fiscal  purity,  but  on  the  altar  of  Im- 
perial sentiment. 

He  recognised  the  large  part  which 
sentiment  played  in  Imperial  rela- 
tions. On  occasion  sentiment  might 
be  allowed  to  overrule  even  purely 
business  considerations.  He  could  not 
help  seeing  that  the  great  obstacle  at 
present  to  Imperial  consolidation  was  the 
fiscal  barriers  which  our  own  colonies 
had  raised  against  the  mother  country, 
and  that  even  in  the  case  of  India  the 
existence  of  a  tariff  which  was  not  pro- 
tective at  all,  which  did  not  exclude 
British  products,  but  was  imposed  simply 
for  revenue  purposes,  was  a  constant 
source  of  friction,  bitterness,  and  mis- 
understanding between  the  two  coun- 
tries. But  the  suggestion  that  India 
shoukl  cease  to  levy  revenue  from  the 

f)roduce  of  the  mother  country  was  only 
egitimate  on  two  conditions  The  first 
was  that,  if  India  was  to  consider  the 
mother  country  in  its  fiscal  relations,  the 
mother  country  should  also  consider 
India  in  her  fiscal  relations.  At  the  pre- 
sent moment  we  did  nothing  of  the  kind. 
For  example,  we  taxed  tea,  of  which 
India,  with  Ceylon,  had  practically  a 
monopoly,   having  driven  Uhinese    tea 
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almost  out  of  the  market,  to  the  extent 
of  80  per  cent,  of  its  value.  And  the 
second  condition  was  that,  if  India  was 
to  sacrifice  a  large  revenue,  those  who 
asked  for  that  sacrifice  should  be  pre- 
pared to  suggest  some  alternative  source 
from  which  she  could  derive  a  revenue 
as  large,  and  one  which  inflicted 
as  little  burden  on  the  population. 
No  such  suggestion  had  been  made  in  the 
debate,  ana  he  was  not  prepared  to 
make  any.  It  was  very  remarkable 
that  when  in  1893  Lord  HerschelFs 
Commission  went  thoroughly  into  the 
question,  they  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  could  recommend  no  other 
method  of  raising  the  necessary  revenue 
except  the  re-imposition  of  the  Customs 
tariff.  The  only  mode  of  raising  revenue 
which  India  had  since  discovered  was  the 
addition  to  the  tariff  of  countervailing 
duties  on  sugar.  Without  a  tariff  he  dia 
not  see  how  she  could  meet  her  large  and 
growing  expenditure.  Of  course,  it  was 
possible  that  a  modification  of  the  tariff  in 
one  direction  might  be  compensated  for  by 
modification  in  another.  U  was  possible 
that  by  selecting  those  articles  which 
foreign  nations  imported  into  India  and 
increasing  the  duties  upon  them,  and  ex- 
empting or  lowering  the  duties  on  goods 
from  this  country,  India  might  derive  a 
revenue  equal  to  that  which  she  abandoned 
and  without  any  greater  cost  to  her 
consumers.  That  did  not  necessarily 
entail  any  departure  from  the  fiscal  system 
which  she  had  hithei*to  maintained.  If 
the  articles  taxed  were  not  articles  which 
we  exported,  or  which  India  produced,  it 
was  obvious  that  such  a  tariff  would 
not  involve  any  more  departure  from 
free  trade  principles  than  was  involved 
by  the  imposition  of  the  general  duties  in 
1894  and  the  special  exemption  of  the 
cotton  imports  of  which  Great  Britain 
was  almost  the  sole  exporter.  It  was 
possible,  also,  that  India  might  raise  the 
revenue  she  required  by  export  duties  on 
raw  products  of  which  she  possessed 
a  virtual  monopoly.  The  answer  to 
this  and  the  like  questions  could  only 
be  given  after  minute  and  careful 
inquiry  into  the  circumstances  and 
conditions  of  Indian  trade,  and  should 
not  be  answered  in  the  affirmative  unless 
it  could  be  shown  to  be  to  the  interests, 
not  only  of  Great  Britain  or  of  the 
Empire,  but  of  India  itself.  The 
Earl  Percy, 


main  hope  for  India  in  the  future,  as 
everybody  knew  who  had  studied  the 
question,  lay  not  only  in  the  extension 
of  her  agriculture,  but  in  the  develop- 
ment of  her  mineral  and  industrial 
resources.  They  had  had  some  very 
serious  illustrations,  during  the  last  few 
famine  years,  of  the  value  of  cheap  food 
to  a  population  which  had  no  money 
wherewith  to  buy  it,  and  the  only 
remedy  for  that  state  of  things  was  to 
increase  the  diversity  of  openings  for 
employment.  He  hoped  we  should  not 
allow  any  selfish  motives  on  our  part  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  such  develop- 
ment. Any  fiscal  change  which  was 
adopted  must  be  dictated  by  Indian  as 
much  as  by  British  interests,  must 
be  the  outcome  of  very  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  whole  circumstances  and 
conditions  of  the  case,  and  a  change 
which  carried  with  it  some  guarantee  of 
stability  and  permanence. 

♦xMr.  THEODOEE  TAYLOR  (Lanca- 
shire, Raddiffe)  said  he  desired  to 
support  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Githeroe  in  the  interests  of 
the  people  of  India,  as  well  as  in  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  Lancashire.  The 
question  of  import  duties  carried  with  it, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  the  question  of  the 
imposition  of  Excise  duties,  which  were 
imposed  solely  to  balance  them.  He 
believed  it  would  stimulate  the  manu- 
facturing industry  of  India,  as  well  as 
that  of  Great  Britain,  if  those  two  duties 
which  now  balanced  each  other  were 
abolished.  They  were  told  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Kensington 
that  they  ought  to  be  satined, 
because  the  import  duty  had  been  re- 
duced to  the  amount  of  the  Excise  duty. 
But  it  was  not  so,  and  the  people  of 
Lancashire  and  the  people  of  India  both 
demanded  the  abolition  of  those  duties. 
It  was  surely  worth  the  Government's 
while  to  notice  that  nearly  all  the  im- 
ports of  cotton  into  India  came  from 
Great  Britain.  The  import  duties  on 
cotton  manufactures  were  a  tax  on  the 
very  poorest  of  the  people.  That  was, 
of  course,  emphatically  true  of  the  salt 
tax  also,  and  he  must  congratulate  the 
Government  on  having  been  able  to 
reduce  it.  That  was  an  odious  tax  in- 
deed, and  he,  for  one,  was  not  going  to 
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urge  that  duties  on  cotton  demanded 
reduction  more  than  the  duty  on  salt. 
He  thought  they  ought  to  go 
together,  because  they  wore  un- 
questionably taxes  on  the  very  poorest. 
The  cotton  trade  in  India  had  progressed. 
Government  Returns  showed  that 
in  number  of  spindles,  looms,  and 
capital  invested,  the  Indian  cotton 
manufacture  in  the  last  ten  years 
had  increased  50  per  cent.  But  of 
late  the  cotton  trade  of  India  had 
been  rather  depressed,  and,  of  course, 
the  cotton  trade  of  Lancashire  was 
fearfully  depressed.  He  believed  the 
cotton  trade  of  Lancashire  was 
suffering  at  the  present  time  more 
intensely  than  it  had  done  since  the 
American  war.  Everybody  was  hoping 
that  the  spindles  would  soon  be  busily 
going  again;  but  surely  this  was  a 
pecufiarly  opportune  moment  to  abolish 
these  duties.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
believed  in  having  very  few  articles  on 
the  Customs  list.  He  thought  the  present 
was  too  large  a  list  for  the  amount  of 
revenue  raised.  The  Indian  people,  as 
well  as  those  of  Lancashire,  believed  that 
if  these  duties  were  abolished  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  would  recoup  the  amount 
they  realised  by  the  increased  prosperity 
of  the  country.  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  in  1895,  promised  that  when 
the  finances  of  India  had  reached 
equilibrium  these  duties  should  be 
abolished. 

♦Earl  PERCY:    I  think    the  j  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  dealt  with. 

Mr.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  said  at  aU 
events  Lancashire  thought  he  meant  to 
abolish  the  duties.  If  there  had  been 
surpluses  totalling  £12,000,000  during 
the  last  four  years,  and  the  finances  of 
India  had  not  reached  equilibrium, 
he  wondered  when  they  would  do  so. 
It  had  been  asked  what  was  to  be  taxed 
instead.  But  to  pay  that  was  not  the 
duty  of  the  Opposition.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  Opposition  to  oppose  what 
they  thought  undesirable,  and  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  propose  what 
they  believed  to  be  desirable.  He  felt 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  had 
the  interests  of  the  country  at  heart; 
but  he  would  serve  those  interests  and 


the    interests    of    Lancashire    best    by 
abolishing  these  duties. 

Mr.  HERBERT  WHITELEY  (Ashton- 
under-Lyne)  said  he  had  listened  with 
discouragement  to  the  speech  of  the 
noble  ;^rl.  He  had  hoped  that  they 
would  receive  better  treatment  in  view 
of  the  definite  promise  given  to  Lanca- 
shire in  1895,  that  when  a  satisfactory 
equilibrium  was  reached  as  regarded  the 
finances  of  India,  this  matter  should  be 
dealt  with.  Now  that  the  finances  of 
India  had  reached  this  satisfactory 
condition  —  and  they  were  all  hoping 
that  it  would  be  permanent — and  seeing 
that  in  spite  of  the  large  remissions 
in  regard  to  both  the  salt  duty  and 
the  tax  on  incomes  there  was  still  a 
surplus  of  over  £1,000,000,  they  thought 
that  some  of  it  might  be  devoted  U> 
taking  off  these  duties,  and  he  trusted 
that  they  had  not  heard  the  final  word 
on  the  subject.  He  did  not  think  that 
they  in  Lancashire  wished  to  be  unreason- 
able. The  duties  were  put  on  because 
they  were  told  that  they  were  in  the 
interests  of  India.  The  interests  of  India 
were  the  interests  of  Lancashire,  and 
vice  versd,  and  they  accepted  the  duties 
without  a  murmur.  But  the  time  had 
now  arrived  for  reconsideration  of  the: 
matter. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton)  thought 
that  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl  had  let 
the  cat  out  of  the  bag,  and  he  thanked 
him  for  making  it,  because  they  in  Lanca- 
shire had  evidently  been  under  the 
delusion  all  these  years  in  thinking  that 
the  cotton  duties  were  in  a  category  hy 
themselves.  Now  they  found  there  waa 
a  change  in  the  policy  of  the  noble  Lord 
at  the  India  Office.  Unless  they  mistook 
the  noble  Lord's  words,  his  policy  was- 
that  these  duties  were  in  a  category  by^ 
themselves,  firstly,  because  the  cottoni 
trade  was  there  Ions  before  the  duties 
were  thought  of,  and  nad  grown  up  under 
a  free  trade  svstem ;  secondly,  because  it 
was  peculiarfv  and  almost  exclusively 
a  British  trade ;  and,  thirdly,  because  in 
competing  with  India  it  was  compet- 
ing with  a  country  where  the  raw 
material  was  at  the  doors  of  the  mills 
which  were  its  rivals.  There  was  na 
doubt  that  the  universal  impression 
amongst  those  who  had  taken  part  in 
this  matter  was  that  these  duties  might 
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be  dealt  with  by  themselvefl.  The  words 
used  in  1895  were  that  when  a  satisfac- 
tory equilibrium  had  been  established 
between  income  and  expenditure  the 
-cotton  duties  ishould  be  the  first  to  re- 
ceive consideration.  Now  the  noble  Earl 
told  them  that  they  could  not  be  dealt 
with  except  the  whole  Customs  were 
-dealt  with.  Undoubtedly,  when  the 
duties  were  put  on,  the  whole  storm 
raged  round  those  pertaining  to  cotton. 
It  had  been  so  ever  since.  The  nob'e 
Lord  had  given  Lancashire  to  understand 
that  the  cotton  duties  could  be  dealt 
with  separately,  and  now  they  were  to 
understand  that  it  was  useless  to  hope 
that  they  would  be  done  away  with  un- 
less the  whole  of  the  Customs  were  done 
away  with.  Was  that  a  reasonable 
position  to  take  up  ?  The  noble  Lord 
had  stated  that  the  cot  on  duties  were 
only  about  one-sixth  of  the  total  Customs 
duties.  Was  not  the  other  five-sixths 
worth  preserving  ]  It  was  a  most  ab- 
surd contention,  and  one  not  in  the 
least  warranted  by  the  facts.  Hiis 
-duty  had  alwavs  been  promised  special 
treatment,  and  now  it  was  said  that  it 
<;ould  only  be  dealt  with  when  all  the 
Oustoms  duties  were  abolished.  He 
•objected  to  the  sneer  that  those  who  were 
pressing  for  the  removal  of  these  duties 
were  actuated  by  selfish  motives.  They 
all  felt  their  responsibility  towards  the 
Indian  Empire,  and  they  wished  to  do 
their  duty  to  their  fellow-subjects  who 
liad  no  voice  in  that  House,  but  he  did 
not  think  when  they  were  asking  for 
what  they  considered  the  fulfilment  of 
a  plain  bargain,  that  they  ought  to  be 
considered  selfish.  They  were  bound  to 
•defend  their  trade,  which  paid  a  great 
<leal  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  and  the  ^  eneral  expenses 
of  the  Empire  They  must  not  kill  the 
goose  that  laid  the  golden  egg.  It 
was  said— he  did  not  know  how  far 
it  was  correct — that  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  paid  about  one-fifth  of  the  cost 
of  carrying  on  the  Empire,  and,  speaking 
for  themselves,  he  thought  they  had  a 
right  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  to  deal 
^ery  gently  with  the  source  of  income 
which  enabled  them  to  bear  this  enor- 
mous taxation.  The  noble  Lord  spoke  of 
20  per  cent,  of  the  population  not  being 
i:>enefited  by  this  duty.  But  five-sixths 
Mr.  Harwood, 


of  the  population  of  India  were  clothed 
almost  exclusively  in  cotton,  and  3jt  per 
cent,  on  aU  clothing  represented  a  con- 
siderable sum.  AlK>ut  400,000  people 
were  employed  in  the  cotton  industry  in 
India;  they  were  interested  in  bujring 
goods  cheaply,  and  every  duty  taken 
ofif  Indian  products  enlarged  their 
market  He  had  risen  to  emphasise  the 
effect  of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord. 
Lancashire  had  agitated  and  would 
continue  to  agitate  this  question,  and  it 
was  well  that  they  should  understand 
what  they  were  agitating  about.  It 
was  necessary  that  the  country  should 
understand  that  this  duty  would  not  be 
further  touched  until  the  whole  Customs 
duties  of  India  were  abolished,  and  he 
contended  that  the  decision  was  contraiy 
to  the  understanding  which  had  pre- 
vailed from  the  first,  to  the  promises 
which  had  been  given  from  time  to  time, 
and  to  the  welfare  of  both  Lancashire 
and  India. 


LiEUT.-CoLONEL  GEORGE  KEMP 
(Lancashire,  Heywood)  said  that  what 
he  and,  he  believed,  the  majority  of 
people  in  Lancashire  understood  on 
the  occasion  of  the  deputation  to  which 
reference  had  been  made,  was  that  the 
noble  Lord  would  do  away  with  the 
inequality  by  which  the  Lancashire  pro- 
ducer of  cotton  goods  was  at  a  disadvan- 
tage as  compared  with  the  Indian  pro- 
ducer. That  promise  had  been  kept, 
and  he  was  unable  to  find  any  under- 
taking to  abolish  the  duties  altogether. 
At  the  same  time,  in  view  of  the  noble 
Lord's  statement  that  India  was  greatly 
prospering,  he  was  very  disappointed 
that  no  prospect  was  held  out  of  the 
removal  of  the  duties.  They  who 
represented  Lancashire  constituencies 
felt  that  it  was  most  important  that 
regard  should  be  paid  to  the  cotton 
industry.  They  did  not  urge  their  case 
in  any  selfish  spirit,  but  when  they  had 
been  told  that,  as  soon  as  Indian  finances 
could  bear  it,  the  question  would  be 
further  dealt  with,  they  had  a  right  to 
ask  that  something  should  be  done. 


♦Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham), in  supporting  the  Motion,  said  the 
question  which  h^  been  brought  into 
special  prominence  in  the  debate  was  that 
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of  the  noble  Lord's  promise  and  its  fulfil- 
ment. His  right  hon.  friend  did  not 
deny  the  statement  that  the  cotton  duties 
should  be  the  first  to  be  dealt  \vith,  so 
that  those  duties  had  had  assigned  to 
them  a  place  different  from  that  occupied 
bj  other  duties,  and  were  to  be  regarded 
in  a  special  light.  The  noble  Lord  now 
declared  that  they  were  not  to  be  so 
regarded,  and  that  they  could  not  be 
d^t  with  unless  the  whole  of  the  Customs 
tariff  was  re-arranged.  That  provided  a 
legitimate  ground  of  complaint,  and  he 
found  in  it  sufficient  reason  for  support- 
ing the  Amendment  before  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  them 
to  understand  that  the  question  would  be 
considered  when  Indian  circumstances 
permitted.  Since  then  India  had  become 
more  prosperous,  and  unfortunately  there 
was  at  the  same  time  a  transient,  but 
very  real  and  serious,  depression  in  the 
•cotton  trade.  That  depression  might  be 
4iscribed  to  various  causes,  and,  though 
•arising  out  of  shortage  of  raw  matenal 
4tnd  speculation  in  the  United  States,  it 
would  be  utilised  to  turn  people's  minds 
in  the  direction  of  other  and  larger  pro- 
posals not  yet  before  the  country. 
Lancashire,  however,  in  this  case,  as 
he  hoped  they  would  in  all  others, 
■asked  simply  for  free  trade  in  the  com- 
modity they  principally  exported.  There 
was  no  traae  in  which  cheapness  of  pro- 
duction counted  for  so  much  as  in  the 
cotton  trade.  The  consumers  of  cotton 
soods  were  very  poor  people,  and  in  the 
Indian  climate  they  could  easily  reduce 
their  demand  if  the  goods  were  expen- 
«ive.  The  removal  of  the  restriction  on 
the  importation  of  cotton  would  stimu- 
late the  purchasing  power  of  the  great 
home  market  in  India,  and  that  ought  to 
be  the  first  concern  of  statesmen.  What 
a  little  thing  this  duty  was  to  cause  so 
much  disturbance,  irritation,  and  incon- 
venience to  the  trade.    The  whole  yield 


of  the  duty  to  the  Indian  Exchequer  was 
only  £667,000  a  year,  or  considerably  less 
thaji  the  sum  being  thrown  on  the  Indian 
revenues  for  the  pay  of  soldiers  for  purely 
English   purposes.     These    instances    of 

{protection  were  very  instructive.  The 
ndian  tariff  was  extremely  complicated, 
and  extended  to  an  enormous  number  of 
articles,  but  the  return  was  contemptibly 
small  compared  \iith  the  irritation  and 
friction  it  engendered,  and  of  all  the 
items  in  that  tariff  there  was  none  which 
more  urgently  called  for  revision  than 
the  cotton  duties.  The  noble  Lord  had 
undoubtedly  excited  hopes  which  had 
not  been  justified,  and  they  made  this 
protest  because  they  did  not  altogether 
despair  that,  in  the  near  future,  the 
improvement  of  the  finances  of  India 
would  render  possible  that  which  ought 
to  have  been  done  before. 

Me.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion)  said  that  although  the 
noble  Earl  had  advanced  the  argument 
that  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Member 
who  moved  this  Motion  to  suggest  an 
alternative  source  of  revenue,  he  seemed 
to  indicate  a  consciousness  of  the  fact  that 
there  was  another  alternative,  because 
he  referred  to  the  probability  of  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  excessive  expenditure  on  the 
military  establishment  in  India.  It  was 
not  absolutely  necessary,  if  the  cotton 
duties  were  to  be  abandoned,  that  the 
revenue  should  be  made  up  in  another 
way,  as  a  corresponding  reduction  of 
expenditure  might  easily  be  effected  in 
the  enormously  inflated  military  expen- 
diture of  India. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  98  ;  Noes, 
30.    (Division  List  No.  263.) 


Adbod,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Amold-For««ter,  Hugh  O. 
Axrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(ifawcAV 
IKalfour,RtHn.GeraldW(Z.eed:9 
Bhownitty^ree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BlnndellTOolonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boecawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
JSoQsfield,  William  Rob«rt 


AYES. 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bui),  William  James 
Caldwell,  James 
Carson,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Edward  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  ^.{Derbyshire 
ChamberlaJn3t.  Hon.  J.  (Birm, 
Chamberlain,RtHnJ.  A(  Wore. 
Chamberlayne,  T.  {Southtnptn 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  £. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Hany 


Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Corbett,  T.  L.  {Doivn,  North) 
Croesley,  Sir  Savile 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Disraeli,  Goninnby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Durmng-Lawrenoe,  Sir  Edwm 
Ehbank,  Master  of 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,Hon.  Ail  wy  n  Edward 
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Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fknnery,  Sir  Forfceecue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forater,  Hei^ry  William 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Oore,Hn.  S.F.  Or mahy- (Line.) 
Gouldinff,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  JHy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hambro,  C^Mriee  Erio 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG(Jlfw?<f. 
Hare,  Thomas  Leieh 
Harris,  Frederick  Leverton 
Holder,  Augustus 
HermoD-Hc^ge,  Sir  Robert  T 
Horner,  Frederick  William 
Jeflfreys.  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fr?d 
Keswick,  WiQiani 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Siir  Joe.  (M&nm*th) 
Law8on,JohnGrant(  Yorks.NR 


{COMMONS} 

Lawson,Sir  Wilfiid(Cor»tm//) 
Lee,  A.  H.  {Hants,  Fareham 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Henease 
Leveson-Gower.FrederickN.S. 
Lewie,  John  Herbert 
Long,  tttHn.  Walter(^*w^o/,5 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lucas,  Reff*ld  J.  [PorUmouth) 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M'Killop,  James  {Stirlingshire 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
.ifoon,  Edwaid  Robert  Paoy 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Murray,  KtHnA.Graham(5«te 
Nichoiaon,  William  Graham 
Pemberton,  John  8.  G 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis.  Robert 
Rattigan,  Sir  William  Henry 
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Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  C. 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs. ) 
RoberUon,  Herbert  {Hackney) 
Samuel,Herbei  t  L.  (Cleveland) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Jae.  Parker  (Lanarki.) 
Smith,  Hon.W.  F.  V,{Stremd) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chicheeter) 
Thompeon.DrEC  (Monagh'nK 
Yalentia,  Yiscount 
Vincent,Col.SirC  ^M(Shefidd 
Walrocd,Rt.  HnSirWilliamH 
William8,RtHn  J  Powell(fiir» 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wodehouse,.  t.Hn.E.R.(&M 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Qnin,  MajorW.  JE. 

Tellers  for  the  Ayk— 
Sir  Alexander  Adand- Hood 
and  Mr.  Anstruther. 


Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Bell.  Richard 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  iV.) 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Foarter,  SirMichL  (Land,  Univ 

Harwood,  George 

Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 


NOES. 

Kemp,  Lieut. -Colonel  George 
Lambert,  Greorge 
Loueh,  Thomas 
MacVeagfh,  Jeremiah 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Murphy,  John 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
CKelly  James(  Roscommon,  N, } 
Powell,  Sir  Francia  Sharp 
Rea,  Rusaell 
Rigg,  Richard 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 


Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Shipman.  Dr.  John  G. 
Taylor,TheodoreC.  (RadcUJe) 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.B. 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Shackleton  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Whiteley. 


Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  arising. 

*SiR  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GEEE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.)  :  After 
the  strange  protestations  of  sympathy 
with  the  people  of  India  to  which  we 
have  been  treated  W  the  various 
hon.  Members  for  Lancashire  who 
have  spoken  in  support  of  the  Motion 
80  deservedly  defeated  a  few  moments 
ago,  it  is  refreshing  to  revert  to 
the  consideration  of  those  subjects 
which  legitimately  pertain  to  the  true 
interests  of  that  country,  and  which  are 
suggested  by  the  statement  of  the  noble 
Lord.  There  is  every  reason  to  con- 
gratulate him  and  the  Government  of 
India  on  the  favourable  aspect  of  India's 
financial  condition,  which  the  noble 
Lord  so  lucidly  delineated  this  afternoon, 
and  more  especially  on  the  very  judici- 
oxifl  use  made  of  the  surplus  which  they 
found  at  their  disposal  for  the  reduction 
of  the  salt  tax  and  the  income  tax. 
These  are    the    taxes  that  press  most 


heavily  on  the  poorer  classes  of  India^ 
and  although  I  should  like  to  see  a 
further  reduction  made  in  the  near 
future  in  the  former,  and  tke  scale 
of  taxable  incomes  raised  to  earnings 
of  1,200  rupees  a  year,  I  confess  that 
what  has  been  done  so  far  is  de- 
serving of  grateful  recognition.  The 
benefit  of  any  such  surpluses  rightfuUj 
belongs  to  the  people  of  India,  and  not 
to  Lancashire  or  any  other  constituency 
here,  as  was  claimed  by  those  who  sup- 
ported  the  Motion  against  which  we 
have  just  voted.  Another  matter  which 
calls  for  congratulations  to  India  is  the 
announcement  of  my  noble  friend  that 
the  services  of  Lord  Curzon  will  be 
secured  to  her  beyond  the  present  t^-m 
of  his  office.  As  one  who  begged  for  it 
on  the  Budget  debate  last  year,  I 
rejoice  that  this  arrangement  has  been 
made,  and  Lord  Curzon  deserves  our 
thanks  for  putting  aside  considerations 
of  personal  convenience  in  consenting  U> 
continue  his  work  there  and  carry  to 
completion  the  many  undertakings  which 
he  has  begun  and  formulated.     All  of 
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them  are  useful,  but  to  my  mind  that  for 
the  development  of  the  industrial  re- 
sources and  technical  instruction  of  India 
18  of  paramount  importance  to  assure  her 
future  prosperity.  The  reference  made 
to  the  need  of  it  both  by  the  noble  Lord 
and  the  Under-Secretary  to-night  fills 
me  with  the  hope  that  a  great  e£fort 
will  ere  long  be  made  to  supply  that 
great  national  want.  Still  I  must 
deplore  the  fact  that  so  little  has  been 
done  as  yet,  and  I  should  like  to  know 
at  what  stage  the  inquiry  instituted  by 
Lord  Curzon  on  that  subject  has  arrived. 
So  far  back  as  in  April  last,  I  was 
informed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  that 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  would  be 
published  soon,  but  now  after  four 
months  from  that  date  we  know  nothing 
further.  The  noble  Lord  referred  in  his 
speech  to  the  gift  of  an  American 
citizen  of  £20,000  for  some  object  of 
public  benefit  to  India,  and  stated  that 
Lord  Curzon  had  devoted  that  sum  to 
the  estabUshment  of  an  institute  of 
agricultural  science  and  research.  That 
was  no  doubt  wise,  and  we  are  thankful 
to  the  donor.  But  the  fact  that  so 
essentially  agricultural  a  country  as 
India  should  have  had  to  wait  for  a 
gift  from  a  strange  visitor  before  the 
first  institute  of  that  kind  could  be 
started  there,  suggests  the  significant 
reflection  that  some  more  energy  and 
enterprise  should  be  put  into  the  work 
of  Indians  industrial  development  than 
has  been  the  case  hitherto.  When  I 
inform  the  House  that  the  trifling  sum 
of  less  than  £30,000  is  all  that  is  devoted 
to  the  purpose  of  technical  and  industrial 
education  in  all  India,  it  will  not  be 
surprised  that  I  should  once  again  refer 
to  this  matter  here,  after  having  done  so 
at  some  length  in  previous  years,  and 
plead  for  more  zeal  and  solicitude  towards 
it. 

I  must  allude  also  to  another  matter 
of  grave  concern  to  the  interests  and 
even  the  honour  of  India,  namely,(the 
treatment  of  our  fellow-subjects  of  that 
eountry  in  British  CQlonies,  especially  in 
Africa.  In  view  of  the  more  important 
subject  of  war  charges  awaiting  con- 
sideration to-night,  I  am  unwilling  to 
devote  as  much  time  as  I  should  like  to 
do  to  this  question.  That  British- Indian 
subjects  are  treated  in  our  colonies  with 
a    harshness    which    they     have    done 


nothing  to  provoke  or  deserve  is  now 
an  admitted  fact.  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  with  all  his 
authority  and  influence,  and  in  spite  of 
all  his  sympathetic  assurances,  has  failed 
to  obtain  any  appreciable  relief  or  re- 
dress. I  am  thankful  to  him  for  the 
consideration  he  has  paid  to  my  repre- 
sentations to  numerous  cases  of  hardship, 
and  I  shall  continue  to  engage  his  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  in  future.  But  it  is 
apparent  now  that  the  real  remedy  lies 
with  India  herself  when  all  other  help  is 
failing.  It  must  be  gratefully  owned 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  has 
pressed  for  redress,  and  I  rejoice  that 
the  Government  of  Lord  Curzon  has 
insisted  on  asking  for  better  treatment 
before  they  respond  to  the  demand  from 
those  colonies  for  Indian  labour.  That 
demand  is  becoming  more  pressing 
everv  day,  and,  feeling  that  Africa's 
need  will  be  India's  opportunity,  I  was 
pleased  to  see  this  telegram  from 
Johannesburg  in  yesterday's  Times — 

•*  The  Labour  Importation  Association  held 
a  meeting  at  Geldenhnis  Deep  last  night  at 
which  some  300  miners  and  others  were  present. 
A  resolution  was  put  lo  the  etfect  that,  in  view 
of  the  gravity  of  the  situation  brought  about 
by  the  dearth  of  native  labour,  the  meeting 
pledged  itself  to  support  the  Association  in 
their  endeavour  to  secure  unskilled  Asiatics. 
The  resolution  was  carried,  there  being  sixteen 
dissentients.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  haa 
been  asked  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  motion  to 
Mr.  Chamberlain." 

Thus  for  their  own  selfish  interest,  the 
colonists  will  be  compelled  to  approach 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Viceroy 
to  obtain  labour  from  India,  and  I  trust 
that  they  will  contemptuously  refuse  to 
be  parties  to  a  single  labourer  going  out 
to  the  colonies  until  the  people  there 
consent  to  treat  British  Indians,  as  they 
have  a  right  to  be  treated,  with  that 
justice  and  those  full  privileges  which 
are  the  common  heritage  of  all  His 
Majesty's  subjects. 

There  are  many  other  matters 
relating  to  India  which  might  well 
engage  the  attention  of  hon.  Members 
for  a  considerably  longer  time  than  is 
usually  allotted  for  the  discussion  of  the 
Budget,  and  I  therefore  ragret  the 
decision  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  restrict 
us  again  to  one  evening,  and  that  on  the 
eve  of  the  prorogation.  Last  autumn 
the  Government  were  compelled  at 
the  eleventh    hour  to  allow  the  debate 
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to  go  over  a  second  day  because  a  few 
Members  persisted  in  discussing  a  small 
question  with  reference  to  Lord  Curzon's 
treatment  of  a  regiment,  and  one  would 
have  thought  that  so  recent  an  experi- 
ence would  have  induced  the  Government 
to  make  a  like  concession  this  session, 
when  the  far  more  important  question 
of  the  imposition  of  a  large  bunlen  on 
the  finances  of  India  for  Army 
charges,  complicated  as  it  is  by  the 
dissent  of  her  own  Government, 
demands  the  fullest  consideration  and 
arbitrament  of  this  House.  The  people 
of  India  regard  the  imposition  of  these 
new  Army  charges  as  a  flagrant  act  of 
injustice,  an  opinion  which  is  largely 
endorsed  here  by  men  of  every  shade 
of  politics  who  are  at  all  conversant 
with  the  conditions  of  that  country  ;  and 
I  have  only  given  expression  to  the 
universal  feeling  entertained,  both  here 
and  there,  in  placing  on  '  he  Paper  the 
Motion — **  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  the  imposition  of  an  additional 
burden  on  the  Indian  Exchequer  of 
£786,000  per  annum,  on  account  of  the 
increased  pay  of  the  British  soldier,  and 
of  a  further  annual  charge  of  £400,000 
to  defray  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  main- 
taining 25,000  troops  in  South  Africa, 
is  unjustifiable  by  reason  of  its  being 
entirely  uncalled  for  by  the  actual 
military  requirements  of  India,  and  is 
sure  to  react  disastrously  on  her 
financial  position/'  With  regard  to  the 
first  named  charge  of  £786,000,  the 
most  remarkable  thing  is  that  until  well 
nigh  its  public  announcement,  here  the 
Government  of  India  were  not  given 
any  opportunity  of  stating  their  views 
thereupon.  This  strange  omission  was 
explained  away  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  on  the  ground  that — 
"Circumstances  rendered  the  prema- 
ture disclosure  of  the  intentions  of 
Government  inadvisable."  And  in  reply 
to  a  Question,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  good  enough  to  explain  to  me 
further  that — "Any  question  of  an  in- 
crease of  pay  to  the  Army  is  necessarily 
kept  strictly  confidential,  as  such  pro- 
posals, if  not  carried  through  after  they 
have  been  entertained,  would  lead  to  dis- 
content." I  hardly  think  this  excuse  can  be 
deemed  satisfactory  by  hon.  Members, 
assuming  as  it  does  that  they  were 
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bound  to  accept  the  proposals  as  soon  ai 
the  Secretary  of  State  for^ar  submitted 
them  to  the  House,  for  otherwise  there 
would  have  been  discontent  in  the  Army* 
Its  second  assumption  is  that  the  Grovem- 
ment  in  India  could  not  be  trusted  to 
maintain  secrecy  even  if  the  home 
authorities  enjoined  such  secrecy.  Is  it 
to  be  seriously  maintained  that  the 
Cabinet  were  so  distrustful  of  His 
Majesty's  Viceroy  in  India,  or  at  least  o^ 
his  ability  to  keep  a  secret,  that  for 
that  reason  they  had  to  forego  the 
advantage  of  having  his  and  his  Council's 
views  on  a  question  of  this  magnitude  T 
Sir,  such  a  contention  could  only  result 
in  weakening  the  hold  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  on  the  people  there,  and  I 
trust  in  the  course  of  this  debate  the 
excuse  given  by  the  Secretary  for  War 
will  be  disavowed  on  the  part  of  His 
Majesty's  Ministers.  The  more  in- 
telligible explanation  of  this  episode 
would  appear  to  be  that,  knowing  full 
well  that  the  universal  voice  of  India, 
official  and  non-official,  would  be  raised 
in  condemnation  of  this  new  burden^ 
they  came  to  their  decision  without 
consulting  the  Indian  Administration, 
counting  on  the  futility  of  any  subse- 
quent protest.  That  decision  took  no 
note  of  any  considerations  connected  with 
her  military  needs  and  of  the  abUity  of 
India  to  meet  the  new  charge.  These 
were  the  two  essential  and  fundamental 
points  to  be  borne  in  mind  before 
arriving  at  the  decision,  and  the  only 
competent  opinion  thereon  could  be 
that  of  the  Government  of  India,  and  no 
other.  That  opinion  is  now  given, 
and  it  has  behind  it  the  emphatic 
endorsement  of  every  organ  of  public 
opinion  in  India,  without  one  solitary 
exception,  in  condemnation  of  the  |^o- 
posal  of  the  War  Office. 

The  only  return  to  India  for  the  addi 
tional  bill  of  upwards  of  £750,000  sterling 
per  year  which  she  is  called  upon  to  pay  is 
that,  in  the  words  of  the  War  Office,  "  she 
gains  a  better  quality  of  soldier,"  that 
is  to  say,  her  military  strength  will  be 
augmented.  If  so,  it  is  only  a  further 
argument  for  reducing  the  nmnber  of 
British  troops  there.  Her  military  needs 
to-day  are  the  same  as  they  have  been, 
say,  in  the  last  twenty  years.  There 
is  nothing  to  convince  us  to  the  contrary. 
S'j   that   if  you    replace   every  soldier 
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there   with  another  of  a  better  quality, 
vou  make  her  pay  for  an  unnecesBary 
increase  in  the  strength  of  her  army, 
unless    by  reducing  the    number    you 
allow     her     to     counter-balance      the 
additional    cost   of  the    more    efficient 
soldier.     This  disposes  of  the  solitary  plea 
on  which   the  War   Office   has  sought 
to    justify    its    demand.     It    is    true 
that   the    decision  of    the   Lord    Chief 
Justice,  to  whose  arbitration  the  differ- 
ence   between    the    Indian   and    home 
Goyernments    was    referred,    has  been 
given  in  favour  of  the  demand  against 
India.    No  one  can  question  the  legality 
of  that  finding  on  the  issue  placed  before 
that    high    authority.    But    I    contend 
that  if  the  Indian  Administration  was  of 
opinion,  as  it  was,  that  India's  military 
requirements    and    her    finances    alike 
made  it  undesirable  for  her  to  incur  any 
additional  expenditure,  the  matter  ought 
not  to  have  been  carried  further.    They 
were  and  could  be  the  only  competent 
judges  of  these  primary  issues,  and  they 
decided  them  in  favour   of  India.    In 
coming  to  that  conclusion  the  Viceroy's 
whole  Council,    which    comprised    the 
Commander-in-Chief    and    the   military 
member,    were    unanimous.     In    their 
later  despatch  of  the  30th  October  last 
they  adhered    to  their    original  views, 
emphatically    declaring   that    they  did 
•*  not  require  either   re-inforcement  or 
repetition."      Immediately    after     that 
date  Lord   Kitchener  succeeded  to   the 
command  of  the  Indian  Army,  and  in 
the  absence  of  anything  known  to  the 
contrary,  it  is  but  fair  to  assume  that 
he  has  not  differed  from  that  conclusion, 
a  fact  which  ought  to  lend  overwhelm- 
ing weight  to  the  position  taken  up  by 
the  Government  of  India.     In  fact,  the 
reasons  adduced  by  them  in  support  of 
their  protest  are  convincing  and  remain 
unref uted.    They  are  reasons  dictated  by 
bare  justice  to  the  people  of  India  for 
whose  welfare  they  are  responsible,  and 
in  speaking  out  against  the  demand  of 
the  War  Office,  they  merely  voiced  the 
cry  of  a  helpless  population,   standing 
generally  on  the  brink  of   poverty  and 
famine,  to  be    saved    from  a  merciless 
exaction.     If  this  charge  cannot  even  yet 
be  withdrawn,  I  trust  that  its  burden 
will  be  lessened  by   a  reduction  in  the 
number  of   troops    maintained  on   the 
Indian  establishment. 


The   welcome    announcement  of    the^ 
noble  Lord  that  the  Cabinet  had  decided 
to  abandon  that  part  of  their  scheme  of 
the  South  African  garrison  which  threw 
half  its  cost  on  the  Indian  Exchequer, 
relieves  me  from  the  necessity  of  arguing 
in  support  of  the  reference  to  that  head 
in  my  Motion.     I  congratulate  the  noble 
Lord    on  being  able  to  make  this  an- 
nouncement,      and     feel      that     Lord 
Curzon  and  Lord  Kitchener,  whose  pro- 
test has  brought  it  about,  are  entitled  to- 
the  gratitude    of    all  India,  where  this 
announcement  will  be  hailed  with  delight. 
There  was  almost  a  consensus  of  opinion 
on    both   sides  in   this  House   against 
this   proposal,   but    the  tension  caused 
by   it   has  been  relieved   since  the   de- 
claration   to    abandon    it     was    made. 
Sir,  India  has  paid  all  along  every  penny 
of  the  huge  cost  of  maintaining  a  large^ 
military  establishment,  twice  as  large  in 
respect  of   British   troops  as    her  own 
requirements   warranted.     In    the    last 
twenty-five  years,   and    more,   she   ha* 
lent    thousands    of    her    troops,    both 
British  and  native,  for  purely  Imperial 
necessities,  and   when   occasionally  you 
have    reimbursed   her    the  cost  of  the 
men  for  the   time   they  were    actually 
employed   on    expeditions    abroad,   you 
have  taken  endless  credit  for  being  just 
to  her.    But  even  then  you  have  not 
repaid  your  full  debt  to  her,  for  you  giv& 
not  a  penny  piece  to  the  credit  of  the 
enormous  outlay  she  makes,  year  in  and 
year  out,f  or  the  training  and  maintenance 
of  those  troops.    And  yet  you  were  coolly 
proposing  to  saddle  her  with  the  cost  of 
half  the  garrison  you  have  to  plant  in 
South  Africa,   on   the  plea   that  India 
might  have,  some  day  in  the  future,  need 
of  the  services  of  half  that  force.    Some 
vague  apprehension   of   an    emergency 
was  hinted  at  as  the  basis  of  the  pro- 
posal, but  we  were  not  told  of  any  solid 
reasons    for    entertaining    that    appre- 
hension.     It    may   not  be   possible   to 
define  an  emergency,   but  surely  some 
experience  of  the  past,  some  knowledge 
of  the  present  must  be  invoked  to  justify 
the  hypothesis  of  an  emergency  in  the 
future.    The  experience  we  have  of  the 
past  only  serves  to  show  that  the  Army 
maintained   by   India  has   been    amply 
sufficient    for  her    own   purposes;    the 
knowledge  we   have  of   the  present   is 
I  that  India  is  as  quiet  and  devoted  to  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1243 


Easi  India 


{COMMONS} 


Revenue  Accounts. 


1244 


British  Crown  aa  any  other  portion  of 
the  Empire,  and  as  regards  any  prospect 
of  foreign  aggression,  it  is  less  than  it 
ever  was.  Besides,  if  any  &uch  emergency 
arose,  why  should  not  India  be  then 
allowed  to  draw  upon  the  Army  in 
other  quarters  of  the  British  dominions, 
just  as  her  Army  has  been  drawn  upon 
BO  often  for  Imperial  service  abroad  1 

To  have  made  India  pay  for  a  portion  of 
4he  garrison  in  South  Africa,  which  really 
was  provided  for  African  purposes,  would 
have  resulted  in  not  only  imposing  on  her 
a  cruel  burden,  but  inflicting  on  her  an 
indignity,  by  forcing  her  into  relations 
ior  mutual  help  with  a  country  which  has 
treated  her  shamefully.  The  colonists 
there  have  torn  into  tatters  every  pledge 
and  promise  made  on  behalf  of  the  British 
-Crown  to  the  people  of  India  for  equal 
justice  and  fair  treatment  within  the 
•possessions  of  that  Crown.  They  have 
cdone  everything  they  could  to  shake  the 
very  foundation  of  Imperial  unity,  about 
>which  we  have  been  talking  here  so  much. 
And  it  would  be  simply  absurd  to  think 
^f  training  25,000  British  soldiers  for  the 
^defence  of  India  in  a  time  of  emergency 
-among  a  people  so  bUnd  in  their  enmity 
-to  and  prejudice  of  the  people  of  India. 
As  I  have  already  stated,  I  need  not 
further  argue  this  part  of  my  Motion  as 
the  proposal  is  relinquished.  I  thank 
you  for  receding  even  at  this  late  hour 
from  an  untenable  position,  and  rejoice 
.at  it  not  only  because  India  will  be  re- 
flieved  of  the  threatened  burden,  but 
because  the  grotesque  necessity  of  con- 
tributing £400,000  of  the  money  earned 
-by  the  hard  toil  of  her  children,  to  be 
■spent  within  the  inhospitable  shores  of 
Africa,  is  averted. 

That  the  weight  of  these  charges 
would  react  disastrously  on  the  financial 
position  of  India,  as  alleged  in  my  Motion, 
^  self-evident.  She  is  not  rich,  and  is 
subject  to  recurring  famines.  Millions 
of  her  agricultural,  that  is,  the  main 
bulk  of  her  population,  live  from  hand 
to  mouth  even  in  normal  times,  and  in 
deep  ignorance  for  want  of  means  of 
^ucation.  In  a  speech  of  remarkable 
cogency  in  the  course  of  the  Budget 
debate  in  the  Viceroy  *s  Council  last 
March,  one  of  its  most  distinguished 
members,  the  Aga  Khan,  drew  attention 
to  "  the  general  ignorance  of  the  masses," 
and  made  suggestions  for  reducing  the  I 
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military  expenditure  without  impairing 
the  efficiency  of  the  Army,  so  that  the 
saving  effected  might  be  devoted  to  pur- 
poses of  elementary  education.  These 
suggestions,  I  trust,  will  command  the 
attention  of  the  Goverimient  of  India. 
There  are  numerous  other  subjects  of 
national  welfare  demanding  treatment  at 
the  hands  of  the  Indian  Administration. 
But  if  charges  such  as  we  have  been 
criticising  to-night  are  sprung  upon  that 
Government  without  their  consent,  and 
even  in  direct  opposition  to  their  \iews, 
their  resources  are  crippled,  and  they  are 
disabled  from  giving  effect,  to  use  their 
own  words,  "  to  their  desire  to  alleviate 
the  burdens  of  the  Indian  people."  I 
trust.  Sir,  the  debate  to-night  will  have 
the  salutary  effect  of  preventing  in  future 
any  such  interference  with  the  work 
entrusted  to  the  Viceroy  and  his  Council 
of  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  people 
committed  to  their  charge  in  a  sympathetic 
spirit,  and  with  sole  regard  to  the  para- 
mount interests  of  Inc^  It  is  work  of 
that  description  which  will  strengthen 
your  hold  upon  her  and  earn  for  you  the 
gratitude  of  her  people,  the  value  of 
which  to  the  cause  of  Imperial  unity,  and 
even  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  a  foreign 
foe,  it  might  be  impossible  to  overrate. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean)  said  that  every 
speaker  in  the  debate  looked  upon  the 
condition  of  Indian  finance  as  satis- 
factory, and  all  had  taken  the  same 
optimistic  view  as  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India.  There 
never  was,  however,  an  occasion  when 
the  condition  of  India  more  required  to  be 
brought  before  the  House  of  Commons 
in  general  debate  than  the  present  It 
was  an  unfortunate  fact  that  the  debate 
had  hitherto  been  nearly  confined  to 
a  single  topic.  Every  speaker^  had  de- 
clared that  the  condition  of  India  was 
satisfactory ;  but  it  was  his  opinion  that 
the  state  of  India  was  not  as 
satisfactory  as  it  w:is  represented  as 
being  that  afternoon.  He  would  advance 
reasons  for  that  opinion.  The  admis- 
sions of  the  Government  with  reference 
to  the  cruel  nature  of  the  sidt  tax 
were  in  themselves  a  proof  that  the 
condition  of  India  was  not  as  satisfactory 
as  had  been  stated.  "The  Moral  and 
Material  Progress  of  India,"  which  was 
issued  to  Parliament  annually,  showed 
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that  India  was  not  in  as  satisfactory  a 
condition  as  they  could  wish.  This  year 
the  volume  extended  over  a  period  of  ten 
years,  and  was  less  detailed  than  the 
annual  volumes.  He  believed  that  at  this 
moment  there  was  a  native  State  in  India 
which  was  actually  bankrupt,  the  reason 
alleged  for  the  bankruptcy  being  the 
plague  and  the  costs  incurred  in  connec- 
tion with  representation  at  the  Coronation 
and  at  the  Durbar.  The  fact  that  the 
inhabitants  of  India  were  reduced  to  a 
condition  of  plague  and  famine  should 
in  itself  prevent  them  being  optimistic 
about  the  state  of  that  country.  Even 
now  the  salt  tax  pressed  more  heavily 
than  it  did  when  he  first  entered  the 
House  in  1868,  when  Professor  Fawcett 
was  showing  how  much  more  cruel  it  was 
than  any  other  tax  in  the  world.  He 
was  prepared  to  show  that  this  was  a 
horrible  tax  on  a  necessary  of  life,  which 
was  peculiarly  necessary  in  India.  If 
taxation  in  India  were  to  be  reduced, 
the  salt  tax  had  the  highest  possible 
claim  to  be  regarded  as  the  first  tax 
that  should  be  chosen  for  reduction. 

In  the  Indian  Financial  Statement  for 
1 903-4  and  Proceedings  of  the  Legislative 
Council  the  Government  of  India  state 
on  page  9 — 

"  The  salt  tax  is  paid  in  the  main  by  those 
who  can  least  afford  to  contribute  anything. 
We  hope  that  a  reduction  ^rill  lead  to  such 
greater  consumption  as  will  not  only  benefit 
the  health  of  the  people,  but  will  also  permit 
of  the  greater  use  of  salt  with  profitable 
results  for  cattle.  The  salt  tax  will  provide  a 
reserve  which  can  be  immediately  made  use 
of  by  once  more  increasing  the  rate  should  such 
exceptional  misfortunes  as  war  or  disastrous 
famine  suddenly  create  an  abnormal  strain." 

He  hoped,  however,  that  the  tax  would 
be  regarded  as  a  tax  to  be  steadily 
diminished,  rather  than  as  a  tax  to  be 
suddenly  raised  to  meet  the  strain  of 
war  or  other  abnormal  expenditure. 

On  page  146,  His  Highness  the  Agha 
Khan,  first  speaker  in  the  debate,  is 
reported  to  have  said — 

**  It  is  almost  universally  hoped  by  the 
people  of  this  country  that  the  present  reduction 
of  the  f^alt  tax  is  the  be^nnmg  of  a  series  of 
annual  reductions.  This  tax  presses  with 
undue  severity  on  the  poorest,  while  it  practi- 
cally does  not  affect  the  rich.'' 

On  page  177,  the  Hon.  Bai  Bahadur 
Ananda  Charlu  is  reported  to  have  said — 

"  Relief  does  not  come  up  to  your  Excel- 
lency's ideal  that  the  reduction  must  be  on  a 


sufficient  scale  to  relieve  the  people  on  whom  it 
pressed  with  the  greatest  weight.  ...  A  meal 
with  a  stinted  supply  of  salt  is  a  loaf  without 
leaven." 

On    page    178    is  the  Qovernment's 

admission — 

"  That  the  tax  is  paid  mainly  by  those  who 
can  least  afford  to  contribute  anything." 

Sir  Edward  Law,  Finance  Minister, 
said — 

**  Honourable  Rai  Bahadur  Ananda  Charlu  ! 
[  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  is  some- 
thing  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  idea  of  the 
reduction  of  the  salt  tax  by  an  amount  which 
oould  be  readily  calculated.  But  that  would 
have  entailed  an  addition  to  the  loss  of  revenue. 
This  addition  the  Government  of  India  was 
not  prepared  to  accept." 

He  hoped,  however,  that  the  words  of 
the  noble  Lord  that  afternoon  would 
convey  satisfaction  to  the  people  ol 
India;  and  that  the  House  would  press 
on  the  Government  that  the  first  tax  to 
be  reduced  should  be  the  salt  tax. 
As  to  the  question  whether  it  was 
possible  to  effect  economies  in  India,  and 
to  place  the  revenues  of  that  country  in  a 
better  position,  in  order  that  such  a  cruel 
tax  as  the  salt  tax  might  be  further  re- 
duced, bethought  that  the  £7  IDs.  which 
the  Government  of  India  had  to  pay  for 
every  trained  recruit  was  excessive,  and 
ought  to  be  revised ;  and  he  was  con- 
vinced that,  if  it  were  submitted  for 
arbitration  to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
relief  might  be  had  in  that  direction. 

The  noble  Lord  said  that  the  Army  in 
India,  although  small,  ought  to  be 
efficient ;  but  that  often  meant  that  in 
India,  a  poor  country,  military  establish- 
ments were  kept  up  on  a  scale  which 
would  not  be  applied  in  England,  rich 
though  it  was.  Four  great  military 
factories  were  being  built  in  India ;  and, 
whereas,  in  this  country  they  would 
be  paid  out  of  a  military  loan,  they 
were  in  India  paid  out  of  revenue. 
Further,  he  had  never  been  able  to 
think  that  the  expenditure  on  the  ecclesi- 
astical establishment  in  India  for  the 
small  white  minority  could  be  defended. 
That  expenditure,  as  far  as  it  went 
beyond  chaplains  and  a  Chaplain-General, 
was  indefensible.  He  doubted,  also, 
whether  there  was  any  reason  for  keeping 
up  the  Governments  of  Madras  ana 
Bombay  with  all  their  palaces,  in  contrast 
to  the  Governments  of  other  provinces. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Government  of 
India  admitted  that  the  police  systenx 
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was  \ery  inefficient,  and  needed  money 
There  was  the  demand  which  had  in  the 
past  been  made  for  additional  expendi- 
ture on  police,  which  would  continue  to 
be  an  enlarged  demand.   Then,  there  was 
an    additional    reason    for    economy  in 
the  fact  that  further  military  charges  of 
various  kinds   were  inevitable,   even  if 
the    Indian   Army  were  not  to  be  in- 
creased.    Moreover,  that  increase  would 
certainly  come  on  the  Indian  Government, 
they  were  told,  a  fact  which  must  prevent 
this  country  from  ever  dreaming    that 
the  financial  condition  of  India  would  be 
satisfactory  in  the  time  to  come.     Those 
Members  who  had  opposed  the  proposed 
charge  on  India  for  12,500  men  stationed 
in  South  Africa  had  been  jubilant  at  the 
unlamented    death — unlamented    except 
by  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State 
— of  that  scheme ;  but  they  could  not 
shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  pointed  plainly  to  an  increase 
in   the  number  of  the  white  troops  in 
India.     Before  we,  or  the  Grovemment  of 
India,  or  the  people  of  India,  were  com- 
mitted to  this  increase  of  the  white  forces 
which    ;was     evidently    comtemplated, 
there    ought  to  be  some  statement  in 
Parliament.   The  reasons  for  this  increase 
had  only  been  glanced  at  by  the  noble 
Lord  in  as  vague  and  sketchy  manner  as 
they  had  been  dealt  with  in  the  state- 
ment of  the  Prime   Minister,  when  he 
dealt  with  them  for  a  different  purpose. 
What    we  were  asked    to    do    was    to 
prepare  for  immediate  use  in   India  a 
vastly  grejitcr  force   than  was  thought 
necessary  a  few  years  ago.      It  was  not 
a    question    of    reinforcing    our  Indian 
dominions  slowly  in  the  event  of  war,  but 
of  meeting  a  sudden  necessity.      Tl  at 
was  the  argument.     Before  such  a  propo- 
sition could  be  assented  to,  it  must  be 
shown   that  there  was  some  probability 
that  from  the  existing  frontier  of  Russia 
there  would  be  such  a  sudden  attack  as 
could    necessitate    these    immediate   re- 
inforcements.    The  plan  of  increasing  the 
white  forces  in  India  would  shift   and 
alter    the    difficulties    with    which    the 
Secretary  for  War  had  to  cope,  but  it 
would  not  get  rid  of  them.     With  regard 
to  the  proposal  for  the  increase  of  pay  ; 
the   Government  of   India  had   already 
used  some  strong  language  (»n  that  point 
in  a  Paper  before  Parliament  in  which 
they  said — 

"  We  deprecate  the  effect  that  will  be  pro- 
duced in  this  country  by  a^  iqcrea^  of  t(ie  niiU-  | 

Sir  Charles  DUke, 


tary  charges  for  the  British  Army  in  India, 
which  the  Govertiment  of  India  has  not  asked 
for,  and  doee  not  approve." 

He  had  never  denied,  and  Lord  Ripon 
had  never  denied  for  himself,  that,  under 
the  system  which  had  hitherto  prevailed,  it 
was  only  fair  that  India  should  pay  the 
whole  of  the  soldier's  pay,  but  a  different 
point  arose  now  as  to  whether  the  present 
military   system  which   Ave  imposed  on 
India  was  the  best  system,  and  whether 
the  term  of  service  we  imposed  on  India 
was  the  term  which  was  most  suitable 
for  that  country.    Lord  Roberts,  not  \ery 
lon^  before,  in  his  evidence  before  the 
Military  Expenditure  Commission,    said 
the    term    of  service  we  had  impo^^ed 
on    India  was    imposed    for    our    own 
purposes — it    was    a    compromise,     and 
not  a  term  of  service  we  should  have 
imposed  on  ourselves,  and  he  pointed  out 
this  was  eminently  a  subject  upon  which 
the    Indian    Government  ought    to    be 
consulted.       It    was     a    most     serious 
want  of  tact  that  immediately  after  the 
shock  about  the  pay  had  been  given  to 
the  people  of  India  this  South  Aincan 
charge  should  be  proposed.     We  ou^ht 
to    have    some    imagination,    and     see 
how     this     matter    t  truck    people     in 
India.     We  applied  as  again:  t  India  vc  y 
rigid  principles,  but  we  did  not  make  other 
portions  of  the  Empire  pay  any  charge 
under  similar  conditions.     The   Straits, 
Hong-Kong  and  Ceylon  made  no  contri- 
bution towards  the  increased  pay.     The 
peculiar    cruelty   of    the   South    Africa 
proposal,   now   happily  abandoned,    wns 
that  it  made  India  pay  for  troops  kept  in 
colonies   where   her    subjects  were   dis- 
honoured. 

As  to  the  position  of  British- Indian 
subjects  in  South  Africa,  he  did  not 
think  any  blame  could  justly  be  attached 
to  the  Secretarv  of  State  for  the 
treatment  of  the  Indian  people  in 
South  Africa.  If  he  could  have  ira 
proved  it  he  would  have  done  so,  and 
they  desired  to  strengthen  his  hands  in 
this  matter.  The  state  of  things  in  South 
Africa  was  undoubtedly  deplorable ;  ii 
was  almost  horrible  to  all  who  had  at 
heart  the  interests  of  the  Empire  in  all 
its  parts.  At  the  South  African  Customs 
Union  Conference  a  resolution  was 
moved  by  a  Government  official  to  the 
effect  that  "South  Africa  is  essentially 
a  white  man's  country,"  but  although  ii 
was  "a  white  man's  country,"  it  was  in 
the  position  of  wanting  black  or  Indian 
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labour,  and  the  conference  proceeded  to 
lay  down  principles  to  be  applied  to 
Asiatic  immigration.  Another  resolution, 
also  moved  by  a  Grovemment  official, 
declared  the  conference  to  be  of  opinion, 

"  Tha^'  the  permanent  settlement  in  South 
Africa  of  Asiatic  races  would  be  injurious, 
and  should  not  be  permitted." 

and  then  went  on  to  ask  for  that  which 
the  Indian  Gk)vernment  had  very  properly 
refused,  viz.,  that  Indian  labour  should 
be  allowed  to  come  in  on  conditions  which 
permanently  degraded  Indian  labour  as  a 
whole,  and  the  position  of  British-Indian 
subjects  in  the  Empire  Lord  Milnei; 
had  declared  that  the  Government  had 
no  option  but  to  carry  out  the  existing 
law.  He  should  have  thought  the  (Govern- 
ment had  full  option,  as  they  had  re- 
pealed many  of  the  laws  and  varied  others 
— such  as  that  relating  to  Kaffir  labour— 
but  later  on  in  the  same  despatch — a 
forwarding  despatch  from  the  Governor 
of  the  Transvail  respecting  the  position 
of  British-Indians, — Lord  Milner  stated  : 

"The  laws  of  the  late  Republic,  contrary 
very  often  to  British  ideas,  mu-it  nevertheless 
be  enforced  until  they  can  be  replaced.  The 
law  to  which  I  have  just  referred  was  at  the 
time  of  its  passing  and  for  a  number  of  years 
subsequently  the  subject  of  controversy 
between  the  Government  of  the  late  Republic 
and  His  Majesty's  Government." 

The  Governments  of  both  the  Dutch 
Republics  were  repeatedly  pressed,  first, 
not  to  make  these  laws,  and,  secondly, 
not  to  enforce  them  ;  and  they  responded 
to  our  pressure. 

Sir  M  ANCH  ERJ  KK  BHOWN  AGGREE 
said  the  law  was  alleged  to  be  a  cause  of 
the  war. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  said  that  was 
so.  Minister  after  Minister  put  forward 
the  harshness  of  the  laws  and  the  actual 
treatment  of  the  Indians  as  being  a 
cause  of  the  war,  although  it  was 
notorious  that  by  our  pressure  we  had 
prevented  the  enforcement  of  the  laws. 
Lord  Milner  had  declared  that  the  policy 
of  the  Government  was  not  directed 
against  colour,  but  the  House  should  look 
at  the  action  of  the  Government,  and 
support  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
in  his  protests  against  the  treatment  of 
Indians  which  was  not  merely  mob 
action,  but  was  backed  by  responsible 
officials  of  the  Government.  In  the  South 
African  Republic,  under  a  law  which  was 
not  enforced,  as  the  Asiatic  Department 


did  not  share  the  prejudice  which  had 
forced  the  law  upon  them,  there  were 
locations,  and  when  notice  was  given  to 
the  British-Indians  to  go  into  these  loca- 
tiontj,  the  British  agent  was  instructed  to 
protest.  Our  Vice-Gonsul  supported  the 
resistance  to  the  order,  and  the  State 
Secretary  of  the  Transvaal  gave  an  assur- 
ance that  it  was  not  intended  to  enforce 
the  law.  That  was  one*  of  the  very  laws 
which  Lord  Mibier  now  said  he  had  no  al- 
ternative but  to  enforce.  The  few  Indians 
already  licensed  were  not  allowed  to  trans- 
fer their  licences,  so  that  they  were  unable 
to  sell  their  business,  even  if  they  wished 
to  leave  the  Transvaal.  In  the  Orange 
Free  State  the  law  was  different.  There 
a  special  pall-tax  was  levied  on  Indians, 
and  they  could  only  reside  there  by  per- 
mission. Many  of  the  laws  of  that  State 
had  been  altered  since  British  rule  was 
established,  while  this  law  had  not  only 
not  been  altered,  but  was  being  enforced 
far  more  harshly  than  before.  The  House 
could  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  acting  on  the  principle, 
so  powerfully  declared  by  the  Govern- 
ment themselves  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  and  they  could  unite  in  de- 
ploring the  miserable  want  of  tact  by 
wh'ch  it  was  proposed  specially  to  tax 
the  people  of  India  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  white  force  in  the  very  country  in 
which  they  received  the  treatment  which 
had  been  so  powerfully  described. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford): 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made  so 
vehement  an  attack  upon  the  proposal 
in  regard  to  the  reinforcement  of  the 
Indian  Army,  that  I  would  crave  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  few 
moments  in  order  to  make  perfectly  clear 
what  is  the  reason  why  that  proposal 
was  made,  and  how  little  ground  there 
is  for  the  indignation  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  expressed.  My  noble 
friend  said  at  the  commencement  of  this 
debate  that  for  ten  years  past  it  had  been 
an  admitted  fact,  that  in  certain  con- 
tingencies the  Indian  Army  would 
require  substantial  reinforcement.  In 
that  speech  my  noble  friend  was  well 
within  the  mark.  He  might  have  gone 
further  back,  and  said  the  same  with 
justice.  But  it  was  impossible  that  any 
Government,  urged  by  this  House,  as 
the  present  Government  has  been,  to 
survey  the  whole    of    the  needs  of  the 
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Empire  by  means  of  the  Defence  Com- 
mittee, and  to  see  how,  in  case  of 
attack,  the  different  portions  of  the 
Empire  should  be  defended — it  was  im- 
possible for  any  Government,  after  reading 
Report  after  Report  of  Committees  of 
Indian  statesmen  and  strategists,  to  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  could  entirely 
ignore  the  demands  pressed  upon  them. 
The  right  hon.  Crentleman  made  a  some- 
what slight  attempt  to  establish  a  diver- 
gence of  opinion  between  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  and  my  noble  friend  with  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  stationing  troops 
in  South  Africa.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  urged,  earlier  in  the  session, 
that  the  maintenance  of  a  large  Army 
for  foreign  service  must  specially  be 
considered  in  relation  to  the  Indian 
frontier.  The  light  hon.  Gentleman  and 
others  urged  that  in  case  of  war  there 
would  be  a  difB(;ulty  of  conveying  such 
troops  to  India.  It  is  obvious  that  a 
state  of  things  might  arise  on  the 
frontier  when  troops  might  be  sent 
from  these  shores  and  no  European  force 
which  could  possibly  interfere  with  their 
convoy  would  be  arrayed  against  us. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  possible 
that  at  the  moment  when  we  required 
to  send  troops  to  India  we  might,  un- 
fortunately, have  against  us  another 
European  Power  who  would  be  in  a 
position  to  prevent  such  convoy,  and  it 
is  with  regard  to  that  contingency,  on 
which  the  whole  maritime  arrangements 
are  based,  that  the  House,  without  a  dis- 
sentient voice,  has,  time  after  time,  voted 
large  sums  for  the  increase  of  the  Fleet. 
It  is  on  that  contingency  that  we  have 
considered,  and,  I  think,  rightly  con- 
sidered, how  we  can  reinforce  India  with 
the  men — not  whom  the  War  Office 
desired  to  send,  but  whom  the  Indian 
experts  themselves  demand.  It  has  been 
decided  that  in  case  of  an  emergency  in 
India,  it  would  be  highly  desirable  to 
have  troops  that  would  only  require  to 
be  conveyed  from  South  Africa  instead 
of  from  this  country.  The  proposal  was 
not  made  for  the  needs  of  the  War 
Office,  but  entirely  for  the  convenience 
of  the  Indian  Government.  If  the  recom- 
mendations of  these  Committees  were  to 
be  considered  at  all,  there  are  only  two 
ways  by  which  effect  can  be  given  to 
them — either  a  considerable  increase 
must  be  made  to  the  permanent  garrison 
Mr,  Brodiick, 


of  India,  which  means  a  still  greater 
strain  on  this  country,  a  still  larger 
number  of  men  kept  in  a  tropical  climate, 
and  a  very  heavy  charge,  which  it  is 
impossible  to  place  on  the  tazyayers  of 
India,  or  we  must  discover  some  means 
by  which  a  rapid  reinforcement  of  India 
can  be  effected  at  less  charge.  That 
reinforcement  could  have  been  obtained 
from  South  Africa  had  the  Indian 
Government  been  willing  to  entertain 
our  proposals.  These  proposals  are  made 
in  good  faith,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
War  Office,  but  solely  for  the  benefit, 
and  in  the  interests,  of  the  Indian 
Government. 

Many    hard    words   have    been    us(d 
in    regard   to    those    proposals   in   the 
Indian  Press,  and  in  regard  to  myself 
personally.      Now,    these    decisions,    if 
they  were  Wai  Office  decisions,   would 
have  been  made— by  whom  1  By  officers, 
from  Lord  Roberts  downwards,  nearly  all 
of  whom  have  spent  the  major  portion  of 
their  lives  in  India !    That  in  itself  was 
a  guarantee  that  Indian  interests  would 
be  considered.     One  word  with  regard 
to   the  relations  of  the  War  Office  and 
the   Indian   Army.      Statements    have 
been  made  as  if  the  War  Office  kept  a 
shop  of  soldiers  and  pressed  them  upon 
an  unwilling  customer,  India,  at  a  high 
figure.    That  is  absolutely  the   reverse 
of  the  position,    I  believe  that  the  closer 
our    dependencies     and     the     mother 
country    are  knit  together,   in  regard 
to   their   defensive   force-,    the    bettei. 
If  I  spoke,  not  as  a  member  of  the  British 
Cabinet    and    of    this    Parliament,    but 
simply  as  the  representative  of  the  War 
Office,  I  can  honestly  say  that  it  would 
be  more  to  our  advantage  that  India  should 
have  a  separate  army.     That  would  ease 
many  of  our  difficulties^  it  would   im- 
mensely cheapen  our  Estimates,  and  it 
would  at  once,  and  for  all,  relieve  us  from 
those     fluctuating    demands   which    we 
cannot  control,  but  which    the    Indian 
Government  make  upon  us.    I  go  further. 
If  the  Indian  Army  is  to  be  increased,  aiid 
if  you  could  draw  a  distinction  between 
British    policy    and    Indian  policy,  the 
increase  is  not  due  to  trouble  forced  upon 
India  by  our  Imperial  position,  but   is 
due  to  the  actual  needs  of  India  itself,  and 
the  policy  pursued  in  her  behalf  by  her 
rulers.     1  am  not  criticising  or  complain- 
ing of  that  policy ;  but,  nevertheless,  the 
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fact  remains  that  it  is  not  our  difficulties 
in  Europe  which  cause  the  increase  of 
Indian  armaments.  It  is  the  need  of 
her  own  protection  which  make  it  neces- 
sary for  India  to  make  further  demands 
on  the  War  Office. 

I  hope  1  have  not  gone  beyond  what  I 
should  have  said  in  giving  this  explanation. 
The  hon.  Member  opposite  took  exception 
not  merely  to  the  measure  by  which  we 
recently  proposed  to  give  India  12,500 
men  upon  an  emergency  at  one-third  of 
the  cost  for  which  they  could  otherwise 
be  obtained,  but  also  to  the  increase  of 
pay  to  the  Army  made  a  short  time  ago,  of 
which  India  had  to  pay  her  share.  As 
regards  the  increase  of  pay,  I  would  say 
that  it  was  made  mainly  in  order  that 
the  Indian  Army  should  be  maintained 
at  full  strength.  If  we  could  have  con- 
tinued to  obtain  our  necessary  drafts  for 
foreign  service  without  an  increase  of 
pay,  I  do  not  think  this  House  would 
ever  have  voted  the  money.  We  should 
have  had  no  difficulty  whatever  in  raising 
the  number  of  men  required  to  serve  in 
this  country,  and  for  the  moderate 
amount  of  service  abroad  in  our  colonies. 
I  have  been  frequently  attacked  in  this 
House  and  criticised  because  a  regiment 
we  had  at  Aldershot  a  few  years  ago  had 
been  ravaged  in  order  to  supply  the 
Indian  drafts  so  that  the  Indian  Army 
should  be  kept  up  to  its  proper  strength. 
It  is  for  India  that  we  keep  up  a  Reserve 
which  will  shortly  number  100,000  men., 
and  to  which  India  has  not  been  asked 
to  contribute  a  single  farthing.  While, 
therefore,  I  fully  appreciate  the  argu- 
ments of  those  who  desire  to  save  the 
Indian  taxpayer  from  undue  exactions, 
it  should  not  be  represented  that  the 
present  demands  are  due  to  any  desire 
on  the  part  of  any  member  of  this 
Government  to  increase  those  exactions. 
They  have  been  the  deliberate  require- 
ments of  the  Indian  experts  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  efforts  of  the  British 
Government  to  supply  those  demands  on 
the  other.  I  respectfully  ask  attention 
to  these  considerations,  fully  realising 
what  the  effect  of  such  debates  must  be 
on  our  Indiim  fellow-subjects,  and 
desiring,  at  all  events,  that  a  fair  and 
unvarnished  account,  of  what  has  been 
to  us  a  distasteful  demand,  should  go 
forth  from  this  country  to  the-  people  of 
India. 


Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.)  said  he  desired  to  thank  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  for  the 
references  he  made  to  the  late  Mr.  W.  S. 
Caine  and  for  the  generous  tribute  be 
paid  to  the  character  of  his  work  in  this 
House^  That  tribute  was  all  the  more 
valuable  because  the  deceased  gentleman 
was  opposed  to  the  noble  Lord  in 
politics. 

And  it  being  half -past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  ^SITTING. 


EAST  INDIA  REVENUE  ACCOUNTS. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Question  [13th  August],  *•  That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair  (for 
Committee  on  East  India  Revenue 
Accounts)." 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS,  continuing 
his  speech,  said  many  people,  having 
regard  to  the  taxation  of  India,  believed 
that  a  point  had  been  reached,  beyond 
which  it  was  difficult  to  go  without  doing 
great  injury.  He  submitted  that  before 
any  addition  was  made  to  the  expenditure 
of  India,  it  should  be  on  a  scheme  which 
had  the  unanimous  support  of  the 
Cabinet  which  suggested  it.  Was  there 
any  proof  that  there  was  a  unanimous 
opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
that  the  £786.000,  which  was  now  pro- 
posed to  be  added,  should  be  added  to  the 
expenditure  of  India  1  There  had  been 
an  almost  continual  growth  of  military 
expenditure  during  the  last  twenty-five 
or  thirty  years.  In  1860,  the  military 
expenditure  was  under  £10,000,000,  in 
1872  it  was  £12,000,000,  in  1892  it  was 
£15,000,000,  and  in  1903  £17.784,000, 
and  the  situation  became  all  the  more 
serious  when  it  was  tested  in  relation  to  the 
net  revenue  of  the  country.  £17,784,000 
was  rather  more  than  40  per  cent  of 
the  net  revenue,  which  was  a  very 
high  expenditure,  having  regard 
to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  country, 
yet  it  was  now  proposed  to  add  to  that 
£786,000  per  annum.  The  noble  Lord 
had  stated  that  we  could  not  expect  the 
net  revenue  of  India  in  the  future  to 
increase  beyond  2  J  per  cent.,  which  would 
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amount  to  £1,000,000,  so  that  it  might  be 
said  that  the  revenue  of  the  country  was 
already  mortgaged  for  the  burden  placed 
on  the  revenue  of  India  by  the  increased 
pay  of  the  soldiers.  But  it  was  im 
portant  to  ren>ember  in  discussing  the 
question  of  taxation  the  extreme  poverty 
of  the  people.  A  million  of  people  in  India 
only  yielded  one-sixtieth  of  what  the 
people  of  this  country  jdelded  in  regard 
to  income  tax,  and  when  they  considered 
the  small  incomes  enjoyed  by  250,000,000 
of  people  in  India,  the  small  margin 
they  had  to  spare  for  any  increase  of 
taxation  must  be  of  vital  consequence  to 
them.  The  Indian  Government  had  pro- 
tested against  this  increase.  Whose  pro- 
ject was  it  to  have  these  troops  in  South 
Africa,  and  what  reason  could  be  advanced 
in  favour  of  such  a  scheme  being  of 
advantage  to  India?  The  Secretary  of 
State  had  more  than  once  stated  that  India 
demanded  it.  India,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  protested  against  it. 

With  regard  to  the  financial  statement  of 
the  Government  of  India,  he  could  not  help 
noticing  with  regret  the  steady  increase 
under  the  head  of  land  revenue,  fjnder  the 
present  conditions  of  India  he  could  not 
believe  that  that  was  paid  without  great 
injury  to  the  country,  and  he  would 
like  to  ask  whether  the  Government  of 
India  had  made  any  inquiry  into  the 
land  assessment  of  India,  and  whether  it 
was  intended  to  take  any  steps  for  the 
adequate  assessment  of  the  land.  The 
noble  Lord  had  emphasised  the  fact 
that  in  future  we  must  look  to  the 
yield  from  the  land,  and  pointed  out 
that  the  bulk  of  the  population  was 
engaged  in  agriculture.  He  believed 
that  although  the  bulk  of  the  people 
were  so  engaged,  it  was  hopeless  to 
suppose  the  Government  would  get 
much  revenue  from  the  land.  He  was 
glad  to  hear  that  the  Excise  revenue  was 
less  than  it  had  been,  and  he  would  be 
glad  to  know  whether  the  Government 
had  inquired  into  the  complaint  which 
had  been  made  as  to  the  scandals  which 
had  occurred  with  regard  to  the  Excise. 
The  revenue  from  the  railways  could  not 
be  regarded  as  satisfactory  when  com- 
pared with  the  revenue  of  similar  under- 
takings in  other  countries,  and  he 
was  glad  to  know  that  the  Keport 
which  had  been  made  with  regard  to 
this  subject    had    recommended  drastic 

Mr.  Herbert  liobtrts. 


changes  in  the  railway  system.  The 
Report  was  most  useful,  not  only  for 
the  information  it  contained,  but  also 
because  it  showed  the  necessity  of  re- 
viewing and  [revising,  from  time  to  time, 
this  branch  of  our  administration  in  India. 
In  conclusion,  he  had  only  to  say  that 
be  believed  that  everything  in  regard  to 
the  future  of  India  depended  on  the 
attitude  of  the  House  of  Commons.  They 
were  always  deploring  the  listlessness 
that  was  shown  in  this  country  on  the 
question  of  India,  and  until  they  could 
infuse  a  new  sense  of  their  responsibility 
into  the  people  of  this  country,  he  did 
not  believe  they  would  ever  fully  dis- 
charge their  duties  to  the  people  of  India 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  RATTIGAN  (Lanark- 
shire, N.E.)  said  hedesired  in  the  firstplace 
to  congratulate  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  on  the  very  interesting  and  able 
speech  he  had  delivered  that  day.  The 
statement  was  eminently  satisfactory  in 
more  senses  than  one.  It  was  peculiarly 
agreeable  to  all  Members  of  the  House 
to  hear  the  announcement  that  was  made 
with  respect  to  the  reduction  of  the  salt 
tax  and  the  raising  of  the  minimum  tax- 
able limit  of  incomes  subject  to  income 
tax.  In  both  these  directions  the  Gov- 
ernment had  correctly  interpreted  popular 
feeling.  There  were  many  points  in  his 
noble  friend's  speech  to  wnich  he  had 
intended  to  refer,  but  having  regard  to 
the  lateness  of  the  hour  and  to  the  fact 
that  many  other  Members  wished  to 
address  the  House,  he  (Sir  William) 
would  confine  his  remarks  on  this 
occasion  to  the  particular  Motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice.  He  desired 
to  call  attention  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Supreme  Courts  of  Judicature  in  two  of 
the  most  important  provinces  of  India, 
namely,  the  Punjab  and  Bunnah. 
Although,  in  point  of  jurisdiction  and  in 
regard  to  the  functions  they  exercised, 
the  Judges  of  these  Courts  were  in  the 
same  position  as  Judges  holding  similar 
positions  in  other  provinces,  they  were, 
with  respect  to  status,  salaries  and  pensions, 
in  a  vastly  inferior  position.  For  instance, 
in  the  High  Courts  the  Chief  Justice  drew 
a  salary  of  5,000  rupees  per  month,  but 
the  presiding  Judges  in  the  Chief 
Courts  of  the  Punjab  and  Bunnah 
were  only  entitled  to  receive  a  maxi- 
mum of  4,000  rupees  and  they  had 
to  serve  fourteen  years  before  they  were 
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entitled  to(  ^  pension.  The  trudges  of  the 
High  Court  were  entitled  to  a  pension 
at  the  end  of  twelve  years.  It  was 
surely  anomalous  that  the  Judges  of  one 
class  of  superior  Courts  should  be  treated 
as  occupying  an  inferior  position  as  com- 
pared with  tnose  of  the  Hieh  Courts.  He 
asked  the  noble  Lord  whether  the  honour, 
dignity,  and  prestige  of  the  Courts  in  the 
Punjab  and  Burmah  were  likely  to  be 
maintained  if  these  differences  were 
allowed  to  exist.  He  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  state  of  things  was  not 
only  anomalous,  but  that  it  was  a  scandal. 
He  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  to  see  if 
he  could  not  put  these  Courts  on  the  same 
constitutional  level  as  the  High  Courts. 
He  believed  that  the  extra  cost  would 
not  be  more  than  3,000  rupees  per  month 
for  each  of  these  Courts.  That  surely 
was  a  trifle,  when  they  considered  the 
satisfaction  which  would  be  given  to  the 
people  of  the  provinces  by  the  elevation 
of  their  Courts  to  the  position  they  were 
en  itiod  to  have.  At  present  there  was 
the  feeing  that  these  Courts  were  badly 
trciited,  and  that  was  not  calculated  to 
enhance  the  respect  that  was  due  to 
them.  There  could  be  no  real  reason 
for  refusing  to  improve  their  position, 
and  he  strongly  appealed  to  his  noble 
friend  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.) 
said  he  welcomed  the  statement  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  India  that 
the  proposal  that  India  should  pay  part  of 
the  charge  of  the  maintenance  of  British 
troops  in  South  Africa,  had  been 
abandoned.  He  should  like  to  ascertain 
from  the  noble  Lord  what  was  now  the 
exact  position  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  the  maintenance  of  the  British 
force  in  South  Africa.  So  far  as  he  could 
gather  at  Question  time  to-day,  it 
appeared  that  the  establishment  of  25,000 
troops  in  South  Africa  was  dependent 
upon  the  consent  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment to  defray  part  of  the  charge.  They 
had  now  learned  that  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment was  not  to  defray  part  of  that 
charge.  What  he  wanted  to  know  was 
whether  in  future  there  were  to  be 
25,000  men  in  South  Africa  as  a  per- 
manent establishment.  He  should  like 
to  know  also  what  was  to  be  the  ex- 
penditure on  that  force,  because,  within 
the  past  fortnight,  the    House,  in  the 


Military  Works  Bill,  had  sanctioned  an 
initial  expense  of  £2,300,000  for  barracks 
in  South  Afric<a,  the  calculation  being 
that  they  had  to  provide  accommodation 
for  25,000  men.  Surely  the  House  oughi 
to  be  informed  what  was  to  be  the  limii 
of  expenditure,  and  whether  steps  would 
be  taken  at  the  ear  iest  possible  moment  id 
put  some  restriction  on  the  spending  of  thisr 
money.  He  not  only  welcomed  the  state- 
ment of  the  noble  Lord,  but  he  welcomed 
also  the  grounds  on  which  the  statement 
was  made.  He  gathere  I  from  it  that  the 
proposal  that  India  should  defray  part  of 
the  charge  for  the  British  force  in  South 
Africa  was  abandoned  because  of  the 
strong  representations  of  the  Government 
of  India.  He  had  always  been  of  opinion 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House' to 
support  the  Government  of  India  fully  in 
its  independence  with  regard  to  politics, 
administration,  and  finance.  It  was 
because  he  was  strongly  in  favour  of  sup- 
porting the  Government  of  India  as  the 
responsible  authority  for  finance  and 
administration  that  he  was  unable  to  sup- 
port the  Motion,  made  earher  in  the 
evening  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Clitheroe  Division,  with  regard  to  the 
repeal  of  the  cotton  duties.  He  was 
equally  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  support  the  Government  of 
India  in  resisting  Departmental  pressure, 
and  he  gathered  from  the  statenjent  of  the 
noble  Lord,  that  that  was  practically 
what  had  occurred — that  the  Government 
of  India  had  taken  a  firm  line  in  resisting 
the  expenditure  proposed  to  be  placed 
upon  India. 

♦Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  dis- 
sented. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that,  in  any 
case,  he  welcomed  the  announcement 
because  Lord  Curzon  and  Lord  Kitchener 
had  taken  a  firm  and  independent  line 
upon  this  proposal  of  the  Home  Govern- 
ment. They  were  the  people  after  all 
who  were  in  every  way  responsible  for 
the  Government  of  India  and  for  the 
administration  of  its  finances.  The 
noble  Lord  had  told  them,  practically, 
that  he  was  unable  formally  to  considt 
the  Government  of  India  on  this  subject 
in  its  initial  stages  lest  the  matter  should 
become  public.  Surely  the  moral  to  be 
drawn  from  this  was,  that  when  pro- 
posals of  this  sort  were  going  to  be  made 
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which  involved  a  considerable  charge 
upon  the  finances  of  India  the  Govern- 
ment should  ascertain  in  adyance,  before 
the  public  was  informal  of  them,  what 
were  the  reasoned  and  settled  views,  not 
only  of  the  Secretary  of  State  here,  but 
also  of  the  Government  of  India. 

*LoRD  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  I  made 
that  observation  in  connection  with  the 
increase  of  pay. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  his  memory 
might  be  at  fault,  but  he  was  not  com- 
plaining of  the  conduct  of  the  noble  Lord 
with  regard  to  the  question.  He  thought 
the  conclusion  which  the  House  would 
draw  from  the  incidents  coming  under 
their  notice  was  that  it  was  all  important 
in  future,  when  there  was  a  probability 
of  charges  of  this  sort  being  put  on  the 
revenues  of  India,  that  the  views  of  the 
Government  of  India  should  be  ascer- 
tained beforehand  in  order  that  they 
might  not  have  what  they  had  seen  this 
afternoon,  namely,  the  statement  that 
owing  to  strong  representations  made  by 
the  Government  of  India  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  home,  proposals  which  had  been 
put  before  the  House  and  the  country 
had  been  abandoned.  That  was  a  matter 
for  regret.  He  said  so  not  merely  because 
of  any  Party  consideration,  but  because  it 
was  a  matter  to  be  deprecated  that  pro- 
posals of  this  sort  should  become  public 
property  in  India  and  excite  the  feelings 
that  had  bc^n  expressed  there.  That 
was  disastrous  not  only  for  the  Govern- 
ment here  but  for  the  stability  of  our 
system  of  government  in  India.  Thisques- 
tion  of  India  being  asked  to  pay  a  portion 
of  the  charge  for  British  troops  in  South 
Africa  was  part  of  a  wider  subject  that 
had  often  come  before  this  House  for 
consideration,  the  apportionment  of  the 
charge  between  India  and  the  United 
Kingdom  for  services  in  which  both 
were  interested.  He  served  on  the  Com- 
mission on  Indian  Expenditure  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Lord  Welby.  That 
Commission  thoroughly  examined  this 
question  for  a  considerable  period  of 
years. 

The  noble  Lord,  in  referring  not  to 
the  South  African  question  but  to  the 
question  of  pay,  had  deprecated  the  view 
the  Government  of  India  had  put  forward 
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that  it  might  fairly  be  proposed  that  this 
increase  might  be  halved  between  the 
Home  Government  and  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment. He  understood  the  noble  Lord 
to  say  that  the  Government  of  India  must 
accept  the  conditions  Under  which  thci 
solidarity  of  the  Indian  and  the  Home 
Armies  at  present  ejdsted.  To  thai  he 
would  make  a  demurrer.  On  equitable 
considerations  he  thought  he  might 
fairly  bring  in  the  noble  Lord  himself 
as  a  witness,  because,  although  he  declined 
to  support  the  Gk)vemment  of  India  in 
that,  he  proposed  a  division  of  the 
capitation  charges.  Surely  if  it  was  a 
right  principle  to  apply  in  one  set  of 
charges  it  must  also  apply  to  the  other 
set  of  charges.  Although  they  must 
accept  the  decision  come  to  nearly  thirty 
years  ago  in  regard  to  the  amalgamation 
of  the  British  force  in  India  with  the 
Bntish  Army  as  a  whole,  when  changes 
in  the  conditions  of  service  were  made,  and 
new  charges  of  such  a  substantial 
character  as  those  involved  in  the  in- 
crease of  pay  were  introduced,  equitable 
considerations  should  come  into  play. 
He  thought  that  considerations  o  equity 
ought  to  come  into  play.  No  one  could 
say  that  India  did  not  discharge  fully, 
and  more  than  fully,  all  her  duties  in 
connection  with  Imperial  defence.  She 
paid  the  whole  cost  of  the  Indian  Navy ; 
she  paid  the  whole  cost  of  the  75,000  white 
troops ;  she  housed  them  and  maintained 
all  the  barracks.  We  spent  millions  of 
money  in  building  barracks,  not  merely 
at  home  but  in  every  other  part  of  the 
British  Empire,  but  India  paid  tor  all  the 
barracks  in  that  country.  And  when 
any  alteration  was  made  in  our  arma- 
ments—in artillery  or  small  arms — 
India  was  bound  to  pay  all  the 
charges.  He  found  from  the  Indian 
Statement  that  one  of  the  chief 
increases  last  year  was  on  armaments. 
Then  she  paid  millions  for  coast  defence. 
He  was  not  complaining  of  that ;  he 
thought  it  was  perfectly  justifiable  that 
India  should  pay  the  full  charges  for 
every  soldier  within  her  bounds.  India 
had  to  pay  her  quota,  amounting  to 
something  like  £2,000,000  for  the  in- 
creased soldiers'  pay ;  she  had  to  deal 
with  the  War  Office  as  a  contractor 
possessing  a  monopoly.  The  Indian 
Government  had  to  pay  £7  10s.  per 
head  for  every    recruit  who   w^t    to 
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ladia.  That  had  bcicn  a  subjefct  of  con- 
tention between  the  Indian  Government 
and  the  War  Office. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  said  that  nobody 
would  be  more  glad  than  he  if  India 
provided  her  own  Army. 

Mr  BUCHANAN  said  lie  was  glad 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  that  statement  which  was  practi- 
cally the  same  as  he  had  made  the 
previous  day  at  Pepper  Harro  Park. 
He'  was  surprised  that  that  statement 
came  from  a  War  Office  official  It 
had  been  urged,  on  the  grounds  of 
economy,  that  there  should  be  a  separate 
Army  for  India,  because  it  was  said 
that  India  could  recruit  her  Army  much 
more  cheaply  in  this  country  than  the 
War  Office  did  at  the  present  moment. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
not  put  forward  a  statement  like  that 
either  in  this  House  or  in  the  country 
when  he  must  know  that  it  was  outside 
the  bounds  of  possibility  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Indian  Government  would 
be  accepted  by  the  home  authorities. 
Then  India  was  called  upon  to  pay  an 
extra  charge  which  was  practically  a 
grant-in-aid  of  the  troops  in  South  Africa. 
He  was  glad  that  that  demand  had 
been  abandoned,  he  hoped  never  to  be 
repeated.  For  his  part  he  thought  that 
India  had  more  than  amply  discharged, 
to  the  very  fullest  extent,  any  claim  that 
could  be  put  upon  her  on  the  grounds 
of  Imperial  Defence.  He  had  been 
surprised  to  see  that  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  had  described  the  con- 
tribution of  India  towards  the  Navy  as 
exiguous.  India  policed  her  own  seas, 
she  policed  the  Pe  sian  Gulf,  she  paid 
for  her  coast  defenc*),  she  built  dock- 
yards at  Bombay,  and  made  an 
allowance  for  coaling,  it  was,  therefore, 
unworthy  for  a  responsible  Minister  of 
the  Crown  to  say  that  India  was  exi- 
guous when  she  made  a  contribution  of 
£100,000  per  annum.  On  the  Report  of 
the  Welby  Commission,  the  Government 
had  agreed  to  a  remission  of  £250,000 
of  the  charges  on  India  on  equitable 
grounds,  but  they  had  imposed  an 
addition  of  something  like  £1,250,000. 
That  was,  he  considered,  most  unfair 
He  strongly  urged  on  the  noble  Lord,  as 
representing  the  interest  of  this  Govern- 


ment and  of  India,  that  an  attempt 
should  be  made  to  reconsider  anew  the 
whole  question  of  the  charges  between 
India  and  Great  Britain. 

♦Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Centra )  said  that  nothing  could  be  more 
satisfactory  than  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  were  determined  to  make 
the  condition  of  the  Army  in  India  as 
efficient  as  possible.  Whatever  view 
might  be  taken  it  was  impossible 
to  deny  that  a  great  change  had  come 
over  the  state  of  affairs  in  Central  Asia 
in  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  The 
Russian  forces  in  Central  Asia  w.*re 
becoming  stronger  and  more  numerous 
every  day,  and  the  most  ordinary 
prudence  demanded  that  nothing  should 
be  omitted  to  render  the  Indian  forces 
fit  for  war  if  occasion  arose.  There  was 
one  matter  in  which  India  should  excel, 
and  that  was  the  matter  of  mounted  men. 
The  cavalry  of  the  Indian  Army  was  one 
of  the  most  efficient  arms  of  that  Army. 
It  was  very  cheap.  The  cost  was  only 
about  £25  a  year  for  every  man.  Every 
man  found  his  own  horse,  his  equipment, 
food,  forage,  and  transport,  and  he 
believed  that  in  the  extension  of  the 
Indian  cavalry  a  very  great  addition  to 
the  military  forces  of  India  might  be 
obtained.  That  was  the  view  shared  by 
some  of  the  most  experienced  officers 
connected  with  the  Indian  Army,  and  by 
none  more  strongly  than  by  General  Sir 
Bindon  Blood.  There  was  another 
matter  of  importance  in  regard  to  the 
Indian  cavalry.  The  fighting  force  of 
India  was  a  mounted  force.  The  price 
of  horses  in  India  had  lately  increased 
very  much  indeed.  There  was  a  great 
demand  for  horses,  and  the  market, 
which  had  formerly  been  well  stocked, 
was  now  assailed  from  many  quarters. 
He  hoped  the  Secretary  of  State  would 
give  the  officers  of  Indian  cavalry  the 
same  privileges  as  regards  their  chargers 
as  had  been  given  to  the  officers  of 
British  cavalry  regiments.  As  to  the 
assistance  given  to  the  Volunteer  force  in 
India,  considering  the  very  small  numbers, 
comparatively  speaking,  of  the  European 
population  in  India,  every  adult  male  be- 
tween eighteen  and  fifty  should  certainly 
be  required — as  the  Netherlands  Govern- 
ment required  in  Netherlands  India — to 
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serve  in  the  Volunteer  force  That  was 
done  now  as  regards  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal railways  in  India.  The  assistance 
given  to  the  Volunteer  force  had  been 
described  by  many  members  of  the 
Indian  Government,  and  by  none  more 
strongly  than  Sir  Edwin  Collen,  as  ex- 
ceedingly inadequate.  Sir  £dwin  CoUen, 
who  was  the  Government's  representative 
on  the  Viceroys  CouncU,  had  written 
only  the  other  day  expressing  a  very 
strong  opinion  as  to  the  absolute 
necessity  of  rendering  more  assistance 
to  the  Volunteer  force  in  India.  The 
Volunteer  force  was  now  30,000 
strong,  but  many  of  the  regiments 
were  exceedingly  under-officered.  The 
Secretary  of  State  had  not  referred  to 
the  frontier  policy  inaugurated  by  Lord 
Curzon  The  frontier  Militia,  officered 
by  British  officers,  had  been  very 
successful. 

The  House  would  have  read  with 
interest  the  statement  that  Lord 
Kitchener  was  going  to  visit  every  part 
of  the  frontier.  It  had  been  said  that 
Lord  Kitchener  was  thrown  away  in 
India,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  at  home, 
but  it  was  perfectly  certain  that  he  had 
a  very  great  work  to  do  in  modernising 
and  improving  the  efficiency  of  the  British 
and  native  armies  in  India.  In  this  con- 
nection he  asked  why  British  Infantry 
battalions  were  only  850  strong  instead 
of  1,000,  and  native  infantry  regiments 
only  750  instead  of  1,000.  Every- 
body knew  that  the  casualties  in  tropical 
countries  were  very  numerous,  and  so  a 
regiment  was  often  able  only  to  turn 
out  500  or  600  men  on  parade.  The 
consequence  of  this  reduced  strength 
was  that  brigades  consisted  of  only 
1,300  or  1,400  instead  of  2,500  or 
3,000,  as  in  Germany.  As  regards 
the  railways,  he  thought  it  most  impor- 
tant that  a  uniform  gauge  should  be 
established  on  the  railway  between 
Bombay  and  the  North-West  Frontier. 
It  would  not  be  wise  that  troops  on  their 
way  from  the  port  of  debarkation  to  the 
scene  of  action  should  have  to  be  taken 
out  of  one  train  and  put  into  another 
because  of  the  difference  in  the  gauge. 
Uniformity  of  gauge  was  one  of  the 
chief  essentials  in  the  preparation  for 
mobilisation,  and  there  should  be  such 
uniformity  throughout  the  whole  of  India. 

Sir  Howard  Vincent. 


A  very  able  Report  recently  presented 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  Mr.  Francis 
Drake  showed  that  there  was  a  very 
marked  decline  in  the  proportion  of 
British  trade  with  India  during  the  last 
ten  years.  In  those  years  the  trade  of 
Germany  and  the  United  States  with 
India  had  more  than  doubled.  We  were 
going  back  instead  of  going  forward. 
With  regard  to  the  industries  of  Sheffield, 
it  was  stated  in  the  official  Report,  to 
which  he  referred,  that  there  was  a 
marked  decline  in  that  portion  belonging 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  that  a  large 
quantity  of  iron  and  steel  came  from 
Belgium,  which  supplied  them  with  in- 
ferior quality  and  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
the  goods  imported  from  Great  Britain* 
This  was  a  serious  state  of  affairs.  The 
imports  of  steel  into  India  from  England 
had  gone  back  some  120  per  cent,  in 
the  last  ten  years,  while  imports  of  steel 
from  Belgium  had  increased  in  almost 
like  ratio,  and  the  imports  of  iron  and 
steel  from  Germany  hud  increased  to 
equal  extent.  This  was  also  the  case 
with  regard  to  hardware  and  cutlery.  The 
very  cheap  goods  made  on  the  Continent 
found  a  ready  and  easy  market  in  the 
bazaars  of  India.  He  would  not  complain 
of  this  if  they  were  sold  as  German  or 
Belgian  goods,  but  in  the  basaan  of 
India — as  he  had  himself  seen— they 
were  constantly  marked  with  indications 
professing  that  they  were  of  British 
origin.  He  had  no  doubt  the  Customs 
authorities  did  their  best  to  enforee  the 
provisions  of  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act,  passed  in  India  in  1889  ;  and  there 
were  numerous  detentions  for  fake  mark- 
ing— more  particularly  false  marking  of 
origin — and  he  urged  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  do  what  he  possibly  could  to 
induce  the  authorities  to  exercise  the 
utmost  vigilance  in  this  matter,  because 
it  was  unquestionable  that  an  enormous 
amount  of  goods  were  at  present  palmed 
off  on  the  peo|de  of  India  as  British, 
whereas  they  were  of  very  inferior  Con- 
tinental origin.  That  was  a  fraud  on  the 
people  of  India,  and  it  was  a  still  worse 
fraud  on  the  man  ufacturersand  operatives 
of  this  country,  becausethegoodsobtained 
a  bad  reputation,  and  the  man  who 
bought  an  inferior  knife  with  a  Sheffield 
mark  upon  it,  and  who  found  it  absolute- 
ly useless,  entertained  an  idea  of  the 
goods  of  Sheffield   which  affected  very 
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much  the  sale  of  hardware  and  cutlery  in 
one  of  our  best  markets.  He  would  sug- 
gest that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
should  do  everything  he  could  to  en- 
courage the  cultivation  of  raw  materials 
in  India  for  the  British  market.  It 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  mutual 
trade  of  Great  Britain  and  India  if  the 
area  of  land  under  wheat  in  India,  now 
23,000,000  acres  out  of  a  cropped  area 
of  200,000,000  acres,  could  be  increased, 
and  experiments  could  be  made  to 
improve  the  production  of  cotton,  now 
15,000,000  acres,  and  the  staple  of  cotton, 
so  as  to  make  it  suitable  for  the  mills  of 
Lancashire. 

The  master  of  ELIBANK  (Edin- 
burgh, Midlothian)  asked  for  infor- 
mation as  to  the  continuance  of  the 
subsidy  hitherto  paid  to  the  Ameer  of 
Afghanistan. 

LiEUT.-CoLONEL  GEORGE  KEMP  said 
he  had  heard  with  pleasure  that  it  was 
probable  the  proposed  expenditure 
of  £400,000  by  India  for  troops 
in  South  Africa  would  not  be  in- 
curred. The  Secretary  for  India  had 
stated,  however,  that  in  view  of  the 
Russian  position  it  was  necessary  either 
that  the  Indian  Army  should  be  increased 
or  that  these  troops  should  be  stationed 
in  South  Africa.  He  (Colonel  Kemp) 
agreed  with  the  Motion  placed  on  the 
Paper  earUer  in  the  session  by  Mr. 
Beckitt,  that  27.000  men  should  be  put 
in  South  Africa  for  the  purposes  of  India. 
It  might  seem,  therefore,  a  curious 
position  that  he  should  go  down  to  the 
House  and  oppose  this  expenditure  of 
£400,000  for  the  25,000  men  who  were 
ostensibly  for  India,  and  for  whom  India 
would  have  to  pay.  What  he  wished  to 
point  out  to  the  House  was,  that  if  this 
plan  was  not  absolutely  given  up,  these 
men  for  whom  India  would  pay  would 
not  be  available  for  India  in  case  of 
emergency.  They  knew  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  that  the  men  whom 
it  was  proposed  to  station  in  South  Africa 
would  not  be  seven  years  men,  but  three 
years  men.  Three-quarters  of  the  recruits 
who  enUsted  in  England  were  eighteen 
years  of  age,  or  under,  and  these  men 
would  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  India  in 
time  of  peace,  because  they  were  under 
twenty.  But  in  case  of  emergency  they 
would  be  sent  to  India,   although  under 


age.  But  in  that  cose  India  vv^uld  be 
asked  to  pay  for  men,  to  be  sent  there 
in  time  of  war,  who  were  physically  unfit, 
and  who  were  not  allowed  to  go  there  in 
time  of  peace.  He  thought  it  would  be 
the  gravest  misfortune  if  this  plan  was 
adhered  to,  for  the  people  of  India 
would  be  deceived.  As  to  the  increased 
expenditure  which  India  would  incur 
for  the  extra  pay  of  the  soldiers, 
were  they  to  understand  that  India 
was  to  acquiesce  in  every  call  which 
might  be  made  for  Imperial  purposes 
without  any  direct  benefit  to  herself, 
and  that  by  whatever  number  we  might 
increase  the  Imperial  Army,  and  to 
whatever  extent  the  market  price  of 
the  soldiers  might  go  up,  India  would 
always  be  obliged  to  pay  that  extra  price 
for  her  soldiers  %  We  ought  to  exercise 
a  little  imagination,  put  ourselves  in  the 
position  of  the  people  of  India,  and 
try  to  conceive  what  they  thought 
of  such  an  arrangement  as  this. 
They  knew  from  the  btatement  of  the 
Viceroy  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the 
troops  l.e  had  had,  and  wi'h  the  existing 
system  of  pay  and  recruiting,  and  the 
people  would  say  that  the  Viceroy  and 
the  Government  were  satisfied,  and  yet 
year  by  year  the  Imperial  Army  went 
on  increasing,  and  the  market  price  was 
put  up,  and  they  had  to  pay  more  and 
more  for  the  same  number  and  quality 
of  troops  as  before.  That  would  appear 
manifestly  unjust  to  the  people  of  India, 
It  not  only  affected  the  people  of  India, 
but  the  people  of  England.  Keen  super- 
vision should  be  taken  that  India  should 
pay  only  a  just  amount  towards  the  ex- 
penditure of  her  Army.  They  ought  to 
ask,  with  regard  to  India,  that  the 
amount  paid  should  not  be  only  accord- 
ing to  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  that  some 
regard  should  be  had  to  equity.  They 
knew  the  Viceroy  had  distinctly  stated 
that  not  only  in  his  opinion  was  the 
proportion  of  expenditure  increased  for 
India,  as  against  England,  but  that  the 
result  would  be  that  the  eflSciency  of  the 
Indian  Army  would  be  curtailed.  That 
was  a  very  serious  matter. 

*L0RD  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  What 
Lord  Curzon  said  was  that  it  would 
curtail  the  income  for  other  purposes. 

Lieut. -Colonel  GEORGE  KEMP 
thought    if    the     noble     Lord     would 
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look  at  the  Paper  presented  to  the 
House  he  would  find  Lord  Curzon 
also  said  it  would  re-act  on  tbeefiSciency 
of  the  Indian  Army.  They  ought  to  be 
just  to  India  now.  They  were  asking 
her  to  pay  more  than  she  ought  to  pay, 
but  he  had  a  broader  and  graver  reason 
for  feeling  that  this  expenditure  ought 
not  to  be  sanctioned.  If  they  asked 
India  to  pay  what  she  felt  to  be  unjust 
and  had  not  the  chance  of  giving  her 
voice  upon- -if  India  was  to  pay  for 
those  large  Army  schemes  of  this 
country—he  feared  seeds  of  discontent 
would  be  sown  which  would  spring  up 
afterwards  and  be  in  the  future  a  grave 
element  of  danger  to  the  very  existence 
of  the  Empire  itself. 

Sir  MICHAEL  FOSTER  (London 
University)  observed  that  within  the 
last  two  or  three  years  there  had  been  a 
marked  and  almost  alarming  increase  in 
the  cases  of  plague  in  India,  not  only  in 
their  number  but  also  in  their  severity. 
He  was  aware  that  certain  persons 
attributed  that  increase  to  the  mis- 
directed reox)mmendations  of  the  Plague 
Committee,  but  on  that  point  he  oflfered 
no  opinion.  The  great  increase  was  not 
only  of  grave  importance  to  India;  it 
constituted  a  danger  to  the  whole 
world,  and  he  urged  the  noble  Lord  to 
seriously  consider  what  measures  could 
be  taken  to  lessen  the  number  of  cases. 
India  was  essentially  a  pathological 
country.  Cholera  had  its  home  there  ; 
smallpox  was  supposed  to  have  originated 
there;  and  in  any  case  the  problems  of 
disease  were  more  complicated,  and  re- 
quired investigation  in  a  greater  degree 
even  than  in  the  mother  country.  It  was 
of  the  utmost  importance  not  only  to  the 
white  population,  but  also  to  the  whole 
population,  that  the  medical  service  of 
India  should  be  of  the  highest  character, 
and  that  the  brightest  intellects  of  Europe 
should  be  attracted  to  that  wonderful  field 
of  medical  inquiry.  But  there  was  con- 
fiidf'rable  dissatisfaction  in  the  medical 
service  both  military  and  civil.  He  had 
inquired  among  his  young  friends— one 
learned  a  great  deal  from  his  young 
friends — and  when  he  spoke  to  them  of 
the  great  future  before  them  in  India 
they  said  in  their  familiar  language,  *'  It 
is  not  good  enough."  The  noble  Lord 
had  received  a  report,  sanctioned  by  no  less 
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a  body  than  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion, detailing  certain  wants  in  the 
Indian  Medical  Service,  both  military  and 
civil.  One  of  the  complaints  was  that 
whereas  in  the  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps  the  pay  had  been  incri  ased  because 
of  the  increase  of  medical  education  and 
the  cost  thereof,  there  had  been  no 
corresponding  increase  in  the  pay  of  the 
Indian  Medical  Service,  either  military 
or  civil.  He  felt  some  difficulty  about 
pressing  this  case  because  it  involved  an 
increased  expenditure,  but  he  ventured 
to  think  that  the  increased  expenditure 
would  be  simply  money  better  invested. 
He  had  no  such  hesitation  with  regard 
to  other  grievances  which  were  prominent 
in  th*»  service,  none  of  which  would  involve 
an  increased  expenditure.  One  of  them 
was  with  regard  to  the  private  practice  of 
members  of  the  Civil  Medical  Service. 
Very  wisely  members  of  that  service  were 
permitted  to  engage  in  private  practice  ; 
that  was  very  good  for  them  and  for  the 
service  because  a  great  deal  of  their  work 
as  Civil  officers  was  of  a  routine  character. 
Prior  to  some  ten  years  ago  there  were 
no  restraints  upon  that  practice,  but 
certain  regulations  were  then  put  in  force 
which  he  could  only  describe  as  galling 
to  the  medical  profession,  for  when  a 
member  of  the  Civil  Medical  Service  was 
invited  to  apply  bis  European  skill  and 
last  results  of  science  to  a  native  noble- 
man, not  only  was  there  a  tariff  of  the 
fees  to  be  charged,  but  the  tariff  in  each 
particular  case  was  laid  before  a  lay 
officer  of  the  civil  or  political  service  who 
was  often  of  inferior  rank  to  the  medical 
officer.  In  many  cases  the  medical  officer, 
who  was  known  as  a  Doctor-Colonel, 
had  to  apply  to  a  lieutenant  or  a  captain 
for  power  to  charge  such-and-such  a  fee 
for  treating  the  native  gentlemen  or 
babus,  and  he  had  to  lay  his  charges  for  a 
difficult  kind  of  investigation  or  a  special 
remedy  before  an  officer  who  Knew 
nothing  about  such  matters.  He  was 
aware  that  the  noble  Lord  would  say  that 
this  was  necessary  in  order  to  protect  the 
native,  but  surely  if  it  were  thought  that 
an  European  was  going  to  charge  an 
exorbitant  fee  it  would  oe  quite  possible 
for  the  Government  to  step  in  and  say 
that  he  should  not.  The  profession  did 
not  like  this  proceedure  at  all,  and  be 
beheved  it  was  preventing  bright  young 
men  from  joining  the  service.  Gentlemen 
with  medical  status  had  no  seat  on  the 
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Viceroy's  Council.  How  wero  they  to 
carry  out  proper  sanitary  measures  unless 
the  head  of  sanitary  science  had  a  seat 
on  the  Council.  Other  Departments  were 
there  represented — why  was  not  the 
medical  department  ?  To  remedy  these 
three  things,  the  most  important  being  the 
latter,  would  not  lead  to  any  increase  of 
expenditure,  but  it  would  remove  a  very 
notable  bar  to  the  recruiting  of  the  bright 
intellects  for  service  in  India,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  population  of  that  great  Empire. 
He  earnestly  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would 
take  these  matters  into  his  considerion. 

♦Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland)  said  the  Qovemment  seemed 
to  have  had   only  three  alternatives  in 
their  mind  in  regard  to  the  increased 
military  charges  on  India — either  that 
the  number  of  troops  available  should 
remain     unchanged,   or    that    a    large 
number  should  be  maintained  in  South 
Africa  partly  at  the  cost  of   India,  or 
that    the    garrison    actually    in    India 
should   be    increased.      The    first    two 
having     been     rejected,      they      now 
threatened  the  adoption   of  the  third. 
This  would  involve  too  heavy  a  burden. 
But    surely    there    were     other    alter- 
natives.    The  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of    Dean  had 
suggested  the  recruitment  of  a  special 
Army    for  service  in    India.    Without 
discussing  so  radical  a  change  as  that, 
he  would  venture  to  suggest  that  there 
was  a  fifth  course  open,  that  a  larger 
force  should  be  kept   in  South  Africa 
for  service  in  India  if  necessary,  but  that 
the  charge  should  not  be  placed  on  the 
Indian  revenue.     He  would  not  be  pre- 
pared to  argue  against  the  maintenance 
of  a  considerable  force  in  South  Africa 
for  service  in  India,  but  there  was  abso- 
lutely no  reason  why  India  should   be 
asked    to  pay   any  part  of  the  main- 
tenance of  troops  stationed  5,300  miles 
from  her  shores.    The  whole    military 
forces  of  the  Empire  had   always  been 
regarded  as  a  reserve  at  the  disposal  of 
any  part  oi  the  Empire,  and  there  was 
no  more  reason  why  India  should  be 
called  upon  to  pay  part  of  the  increased 
charges  for  the  maintenance  of  troops 
in  South  Africa  than  that  she  should  be 
called  upon    to    share   in   their    main- 
tenance at  Aldershot  or  Salisbury  Plain. 
The  fact  that  South  Africa  was  a  more 


convenient  strategic  centre  was  no 
reason  for  requiring  that  India  should 
pay  the  cost  of  maintaining  troops  there 
instead  of  in  England.  India  in  times 
of  crisis  had  frequently  been  called  upon 
to  send  a  large  force  to  different  parts 
of  the  Empire.  She  sent  9,000  men 
who  saved  Ladysmith ;  she  sent  16,000 
men  who  helped  to  save  the  Pekin  Lega- 
tions; reserves  from  India  saved  the 
British  administrators  in  Uganda  at 
the  time  of  the  Soudanese  Mutiny 
She  had  helped  us  in  Somaliland 
and  in  Egypt.  Her  forces  had  always 
been  looked  upon  as  a  reserve  for  the 
Empire;  yet  it  had  never  been  sug- 
gested that  England  should  pay  the  cost 
of  maintaining  troops  in  India.  The 
error  proposed  to  be  committed  was  of 
a  piece  with  that  which  was  committed 
when  the  Indian  princes  were  enter- 
tained at  the  Coronation,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  send  in  the  bill  to  India.  [Lord 
George  Hamilton:  No.]  Perhaps  the 
noble  Lord  would  explain  in  his  reply. 
The  unanimity  with  which  the  latest  pro- 
posal of  the  Government  had  been  con- 
demned in  India  was  remarkable.  He 
was  delighted  it  had  been  abandoned, 
and  was  only  fearful  that  it  might  be 
revived,  and  that  thereby  the  confidence 
of  the  Indian  people  in  British  justice 
would  be  shaken* 

Mil.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton)said  he  rose  to  asktheGovernment 
to  have  the  courage  of  their  expenditure. 
It  seemed  to  him  the  Government  had 
run  up  a  heavy  bill  for  military  ex- 
penditure and  were  endeavouring  to 
palm  off  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
cost  upon  the  poor  people  of  India.  The 
Government  seemed  to  be  frightened  at 
the  cost  of  their  own  military  prepara- 
tions. In  his  opinion  the  Government 
of  India  had  been  treated  very  scurvily 
by  the  War  Office  authorities  in  charging 
them  with  £786,000  a  year  without 
allowing  them  any  voice  in  the  allocation 
of  the  money,  and  in  absolute  defiance  of 
the  wishes  of  the  Indian  Government.  It 
seemed  to  him  not  to  be  right  for  the 
home  Gk>vernment  to  engage  in  great 
schemes  of  Army  reform  umess  they  were 
prepared  to  pay  for  them.  The  Indian 
(qovemment,  in  an  admirable  despatch 
in  which  they  objected  to  this  expenditiure, 
stated  that  the  change  in  the  Army 
scheme  at  home  was  introduced,  not  so 
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much  to  meet  Indian  needs  as  Imperial 
needs,  and  its  effect  upon  the  military  and 
financial    situation    in    India  would   be 
extremely  serious.     To  his  mind,  despite 
the  authoiity  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
the  pleas  of  the  Indian  Government  were 
quite    unanswerable.     The  reference    of 
the  matter  to  the  Lord   Chief  Justice 
seemed    to    him    to    be    dragging    this 
Imperial    question     to    the    level    of    a 
divorce  case.     The  last  proposal,  which 
he  was  glad  to  see  had  been  dropped, 
was   the  most  monstrous  of  all.     After 
all,   these    reserves  at  home  on   which 
the  Secretary  for  War  had  laid  so  mu(  h 
stress  would  not  be  available   for  India 
unless  we  had  command  of  the  sea.     It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  War  Office  had 
started  its  grea*  scheme  of  Army  organisa- 
tion without  any  reference  at  all  to  the 
action  of  the  Navy.     Nothing  could   be 
more  ridiculous  than   to  overlook   that 
point.     The  Secretary   for   India  rather 
cavilled  at  the  remark  of  one  of  the  hon. 
Members  for  Lancashire  that  the  Viceroy 
had  declared  that  this  additional  charge 
of  £786,000  would  hamper  his  policy 
without  securing  increased  efficiency  for 
the  Indian  Army.   Was  it  wise  to  sacrifice 
efficiency  to  the  exigencies   of  Imperial 
needs  ?      Undoubtedly  this  scheme   for 
imposing  so  large  an  extra  burden  would 
have  a  prejudicial  eflTect  on  the  people  of 
India,  and  the  words  of  the  Viceroy  were 
a  strong  censure  on  the  action  of  the 
home  Government,  which  he  ventured  to 
s  ly  had  nothing  to  do  with  India  or  with 
the  welfare  of  the  Empire.     It  seemed  to 
be   more   the   proposal  of    a  gentleman 
desiring  to  increase  his  practice  at  the 
Old   Bailey   than   that   of  a  far-sighted 
Imperial     statesman.       Who    was     the 
arbitrator  selected  1      The    Lord  Chief 
Justice.  And  thisgreat  change  wasdecided 
in   the  same  building  and  by  the  same 
people  as  were  connected   with  divorce 
cases  and  other  unsavory  matters.     That 
was  bringing^Imperialism  down  to  a  very 
low  level.     The  award  was  given  entirely 
in  favour  of  the  home  Government,  and 
aU  the  contentions  of  the  noble  Lord  and 
the  Indian  Government  were  swept  aside. 
But   the   proposal,  which  had  now  been 
dropped,  to  make  the  Indian  Government 
pay  for  the  increased  garrison  in  South 
Africa,  was  the  most  monstrous  of  all. 
Surely  for  Imperial  purposes  the  Imperial 
Government    could  pay  its  own     way. 
The  proposal  appeared  to  emanate  from 
that   extraordinary   body,   the     I)efence 

Mr,  Lambert, 


Committee,  who  always  had  their 
eyes  fixed  on  the  wrong  place.  That 
Committee  should  be  set  to  work  on 
the  fiscal  inquiry,  and  as  they  were 
generally  wrong  they  would  probably 
come  out  on  the  side  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  It  was  very  hard  that  the 
necessity  of  an  army  in  India  should  be 
made  the  pretext  for  further  exactions 
from  India.  If  England  continued  to 
throw  such  burdens  on  India,  without 
considering  whether  she  could  bear 
them,  the  extravagance  would  become 
an  Iniperiul  menace,  and  he  could  not 
conceive  an}thing  more  dangerous 
than  that  the  people  of  India  should  get 
the  idea  that  they  were  being  exploited 
for  the  benefit  of  the  home  country. 
Why  did  not  the  noble  Lord  goyern 
India  according  to  the  wishes  of  the 
people  as  expressed  by  the  Indian 
Governments  He  protested  against 
these  constant  attempts  to  bleed  the 
people  of  India,  millions  of  whom  were 
on  the  verge  of  starvation,  and  contended 
that  the  practice  was  not  founded  on 
the  principles  of  justice. 

*Dr.     SHIPMAN     (Northampton) 
shared   the   view    of    the    right     hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest   of 
Dean  that  there  was  not  much  cause  for 
rejoicing  in  the  j  resent  Budget    The 
financial  position  showed  great  stability, 
but  that  did  not    necessarily  point  to 
tho  welfare  of  the  people  of  India.     The 
satisfaction  at  the  reduction  of  the  salt 
tax  was  largdy  minimised  by  tiie  state- 
ment   that    that,   too,  was    a  sort  of 
financial     reserve.      In    England,    that 
description  was  applied  to  the   income 
tax  which   fell  on  people  able  tg  pay  it^ 
but  the  salt  tax  fell  upon  the  poorest  of 
the  people.    The  population  was  chiefiy 
dependent     upon    agriculture,     which, 
according  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  was 
in   a  deplorable   condition    and    lacked 
expansion.     In  such  a  state  of  things, 
where  was  the  evidence  of  the  comfort 
of   the   people.       Moreover,    according 
to  the  Census  of  1901,  the  population 
v^as  stationary,    and    that   was  always 
regarded  as  a   mark  of  the  decay  of  a 
nation.     There   was     no    occasion    for 
congratulation,  and  he  failed  to  under- 
stand how  the   noble  Lord   could  con- 
scientiously   contend    that  we  had  im* 
proved  the  conditio^  of  t^he  300,OOQ,000 
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people  of  India,  who  were  seven  times 
the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

*Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.)  said 
it  was  a  curious  circumstance  that  while 
the  Government  had  done  a  great  deal  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  Army 
Medical  Corps,  the  present  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  was  a  much-abused  man 
(wrongly,  he  thought),  as  he  had  instituted 
many  most  valuable  Army  reforms,  and 
was  a  hard  and  conscientious  worker. 
But  if  he  had  never  done  anything  but 
reform  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  he 
had  succeeded  where  all  other  Secretaries 
of  State  had  failed,  and  he  deserved,  and 
would  in  the  end  receive,  the  eternal  grati- 
tude of  the  British  public,  and  especially 
of  the  British  soldier.  The  Indian 
Government  seemed  bent  on  refusing  to 
learn  the  lesson  taught  by  the  agitation 
to  reform  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps, 
and  were  trying  to  destroy  the  Indian 
medical  service,  which  he  trusted  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  who  had  per- 
formed such  great  services  to  his  country 
in  various  important  offices,  would  surely 
frustrate.  In  recent  years  the  rate  of 
pension  had  fallen  from  X750  to  X500, 
and  one  of  the  chief  grievances  was  the 
limitation  of  private  fees  by  the  Govern- 
ment. The  rules  which  had  been  laid 
down  were  an  insult  to  the  service  of  the 
med'cal  profession.  The  result  of  these 
pi  1 -pricks  would  be  to  destroy  the  popu- 
larity of  the  service,  but  he  hoped  that 
now  the  matter  had  been  brought  before 
the  House  by  one  of  so  high  scientific 
attainments  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
London  University,  the  noble  Lord  would 
take  these  complaints  into  consideration. 

Mr.  OSMOND  WILLIAMS  (Merion- 
ethshire) drew  attention  to  the  cost  of  the 
Durbar,  which  had  been  described  by 
Lord  Curzon  as  a  landmark  in  the  native 
history  of  India.  There  was  no  definite 
announcement  made  in  Lord  Curzon's 
speech  as  to  any  reforms  for  the  people  of 
India.  Va/ ue  promises  of  some  financial 
relief  had  been  made,  but  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  gone  further  than 
they  had  indicated  in  the  remission  of 
taxation  and  in  broadening  the  basis  of 
Indian  administration.  The  present 
unsympathetic  Imperialism  and  cast-iron 
exclusion  of  the  natives  from  all  partici- 
pation in  the  government  of  their  own 
ftffairs^  was  a  poor  policy  aft^r  the  ex- 


pectations raised  by  the  Durbar.  He 
hod  not  a  word  to  say  against  Lord 
Curzon.  His  Lordship  had  done  very 
well,  but  he  had  not  faced  the  problem 
of  Indian  poverty.  Let  the  House  con- 
trast the  last  quarter  of  a  century  with 
the  two  decades  preceding.  From  1858 
to  1878,  fn  the  reign  of  Canning, 
Lawrence,  and  Northbrook,  pea^e  and 
retrenchments  prevailed,  frontier  wars 
were  avoided,  Mysore  was  given  back 
to  native  administration,  education  was 
promoted,  and  Universities  were  estab- 
lished ;  but  from  1878  to  the  present 
time  had  been  a  period  of  "Imperialism,'' 
and  there  had  been  a  reign  of  depression, 
wasteful  wars,  and  no  remedial  legisla- 
tion, two  Afghan  wars,  large  increases 
of  debt  and  taxation,  and  the  exclusion 
of  the  natives  from  the  higher  services, 
and  frequent  and  devastating  famines. 
Was  the  Durbar  to  be  the  high-water 
mark  of  reform  for  these  struggling 
and  silent  people  ?  Was  there  no  states- 
man to  remove  this  devastating  and 
blighting  Imperialism  from  India,  and 
give  the  people  of  India  some  voice  in  the 
management  of  their  own  affairs  1  With- 
out such  reforms  the  Durbar  would  be  a 
mockery. 

♦Mr  COMPTON  RICKETT  (Scar- 
borough) thought  the  statement  of  the 
noble  Lord  that  the  increase  of  military 
expenditure  was  justifiable,  apart  from 
Imperial  considerations,  could  hardly 
have  been  well  considered.  The  alarms 
to  which  we  had  been  subjected  were 
mainly  due  to  our  persistent  determina 
tion  to  prevent  Russia  reaching  the 
open  sea.  Great  Britain  had  blocked 
her  out  of  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  ; 
refused  her  access  to  the  Persian  Gulf, 
and  driven  her  to  extend  her  Siberian 
communications  into  Manchuria.  The 
arrival  of  Russia  at  Port  Arthur  in  the 
Pacific  was  the  ultimate  consequence  of 
the  closing  of  the  Dardanelles.  Did  any 
expert  believe  that  the  conquest  of  India 
by  Russia  was  within  the  range  of  possi- 
bility for  this  generation?  India  pos- 
sessed so  long  a  seaboard  that  no  military 
Power  could  hold  that  country  against 
a  Power  commanding  the  sea.  Those 
best  acquainted  with  the  problem  knew 
that  the  real  object  of  Russia  was  quite 
different.  Her  India  was  to  be  found 
in  a  reversion  to  the  Asiatic  provinces 
of    Turkey.     Her    necessity    was    open 
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ports  for  all  the  year  round.  These  were 
the  real  reasons  for  these  fresh  charges 
on  the  resources  of  India.  In  recent 
years  there  had  been  an  increase  of  popu- 
lation which  was  startling  in  comparison 
with  the  condition  of  things  before  the 
British  occupation.  When  famine  and 
plague  were  not  at  work,  there  was  a 
sui  plus  for  which  provision  must  be  found. 
The  present  population  was  probably  in 
excess  per  acre  of  the  number  the  land 
could  properly  carry.  China,  in  a  like 
condition,  found  the  necessity  for  an  outlet 
irresistible.  Indian  colonies  were  already 
scattered  on  the  eastern  seaboard  of 
Africa.  The  tropical  and  sub -tropical 
portions  of  our  African  territory  were 
well  fitted  to  our  Indian  fellow-subjects, 
but  practically  impossible  to  white  coloni- 
sation. Let  the  Government  secure  equal 
rights  of  British  citizenship  to  the  Indian 
colonists,  and  the  inter-dependence  of  the 
two  countries  for  military  defence  might 
be  then  fairly  discussed. 

*LoRD  GEORGE  HAMILTON  said  the 
question  of  the  position  of  the  Chief 
Courts  of  Burma  und  the  Punjab  had 
been  frequently  before  the  Indian 
Government,  and  only  recently  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  under  the 
particular  conditions  which  existed  in 
both  those  provinces  it  was  advisable  still 
to  keep  the  Courts  as  they  were.  The 
subsidy  payable  to  the  late  Ameer  of 
Afghanistan  was  dependent  on  an  agree- 
ment made  between  him  and  the  Indian 
Government,  and  they  were  in  negotiation 
with  the  present  Ameer  for  an  agreement 
on  somewhat  similar  lines.  There  was  a 
certain  credit  at  the  disposal  of  his  High- 
ness the  late  Ameer  which  the  present 
Ameer  has  not  exhausted ;  and,  pending 
the  conclusion  of  the  new  arrangement, 
the  Viceroy  is  perfectly  ready,  if  His 
Highness  wishes,  to  make  some  pecuniary 
advance  in  connection  with  the  subsidy 
that  would,  when  the  arrangement  was 
completed,  be  payable  to  the  Ameer.  He 
thought  hon.  Members  might  fairly 
assume  that  if  the  Ameer  had  not  drawn 
upon  this  credit,  it  was  because  his 
treasury  was  in  such  a  satisfactory 
condition  that  for  the  time  being  he  did 
not  want  it. 

The  master  of  ELIBANK:  It  is 
not  correct  to  say,  then,  that  he  has 
declined  the  subsidy  1 

Mr.  Ctmpton  Eickeit. 


♦Ix)RD  GEORGE  HAMILTON  said  it 
was  not  true.  He  would  like  to  make 
one  criticism  upon  the  speeches  which 
had  been  made  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  He  did  not  think  hon. 
Gentlemen  realised  the  mischievous  effect 
which  the  language  they  used  produced 
in  India.  His  right  hon.  friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  and  himself 
had  been  attacked  in  the  customary 
recognised  Parliamentary  manner  because 
they  made  certain  proposals  that  did  not 
meet  with  the  view  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  Provided  that  that  langua£;e 
was  confined  to  these  islands  he  should 
be  the  last  man  to  object ;  but  when  it 
went  out  to  India  it  would  have  the  most 
unfortunate  effect ;  and  those  out  there 
who  read  the  speeches  that  had  been 
made  that  night  would  be  under  the 
impression,  notwithstanding  the  state- 
ment by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  and  himself,  that  there  had 
been  an  unfair  attempt  made  to 
place  on  the  Indian  Revenues  charges 
which  properly  belonged  to  the  Imperial 
Exchequer.  That  was  absolutely  untrue, 
and  he  ventured  respectfully  to  pro- 
test against  language  and  arguments  of 
the  kind  that  had  been  used.  He  bad, 
during  the  time  he  had  been  responsible 
for  the  Government  of  India,  tried 
to  hold  the  balance  between  the  Indian 
Exchequer  and  the  Imperial  Exchequer, 
and  he  had  been  successful  in  effecting 
an  arrangement  which  previous  Secre 
taries  of  State  for  India  had  failed  to 
achieve.  In  this  particular  case  of  the 
increase  of  pay,  everybody  talked  as 
though  an  unnecessary  charge  had  been 
suddenly  imposed  on  India.  It  was  part 
and  parcel  of  the  contract  which  existed 
between  the  Indian  Government  a^d  the 
Imperial  Government  that  the  Indian 
Government  should  pay  to  all  the  soldieri 
to  be  maintained  by  them  the  same 
emoluments  that  were  paid  to  the  soldiers 
in  the  Home  Army.  The  British  Govern- 
ment were  forced  by  exigencies  to  put 
up  the  rate  of  pay  and  to  charge  the 
taxpayers  of  this  country  with  that  part 
which  was  due  to  be  payable  to  the  men 
in  the  Home  Army  ;  and  surely  it  was  a 
monstrous  perversion  of  the  fact  to 
pretend  that  the  Government  had  gone 
out  oi  their  way  to  put  an  unnecessary 
charge  on  the  Indian  Government    And 
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yet  that  was  the  language  that  had  been 
used  from  first  to  last.  He  would  ask 
hon.  Gentlemen  just  to  consider,  before 
they  spoke  again  on  the  Indian  Budget, 
what  effect  it  would  have  in  India.  He 
could  assure  them  that  that  language 
went  out  exaggerated  and  distorted,  and 
that  it  became  greatly  magnified  in  the 
native  Press.  If  they  really  believed  that 
the  union  of  the  two  countries  was 
beneficial  to  both,  they  should  be  careful 
not  to  make  use  of  language,  the  conse- 
quence of  which  they  would  be  the  first 
to  deplore. 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean  based  his 
objection  to  the  proposal  for  keeping 
a  reserve  in  South  Africa  almost  on  one 
word.  He  said  they  must  assume  that 
there  must  be  immediate  reinforcements 
of  the  garrison  of  India  in  certain  con- 
tingencies, and  contended  that  no  rein- 
forcement would  be  necessary  for  a 
considerable  number  of  months.  He 
went  on  to  imply  that  any  military  man 
or  expert  who  looked  into  the  question 
would  arrive  at  his  opinion.  That  was 
exactly  the  point  that  had  been  gone 
into  with  great  minuteness,  and  it 
was  because  in  certain  contingencies 
reinforcements  must  arrive  in  India  at  a 
given  time,  if  they  were  to  be  of  any 
use  at  all,  that  '  they  had  made  the 
suggestion  as  to  the  maintenance  of  a 
reserve  in  South  Africa.  If  that  pro- 
posal was  put  on  one  side  a  future 
Government  might  be  forced  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  they  had  no  alter- 
native but  to  increase  the  garrison  of 
India.  It  was  because  he  had  always 
been  in  favour  of  economy  in  India  in 
regard  to  the  military  establishment  that 
be  had  given  his  assent  reluctantly  to 
this  proposal,  which  he  believed  was  the 
most  economical  solution  of  the  question. 
As  regarded  the  military  question,  there 
were  two  matters  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. First  of  all,  was  the  present  system 
the  best )  He  had  always  believed  that 
from  the  Indian  point  of  view  it  was 
the  most  economical,  and  he  thought 
there  were  serious  political  objections  to 
establishing  a  separate  white  force  in 
India  that  would  always  be  located  there. 
A  PrsBtorian  guard  always  suggested 
ideas  that  were  applicable  in  every  climate 
and  every  country,  and  it  would  be 
regretable    if  a  white  force  misbehaved 
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and  could  not  be  removi  d.  He  admitted 
that  it  was  a  debatable  point,  and  that 
there  were  men  of  high  authority  who 
held  a  different  opinior.  He  believed 
that  this  was  the  best  s }  stem  for  India, 
but  he  admitted  that  if  the  financial 
strain  of  the  present  sysif  m  became  too 
great  it  might  be  necessai  y  to  reconsider 
the  question.  The  second  question  was 
— did  the  system  work  fairly  between 
India  and  Great  Britain  ?  To  the  best 
of  his  belief,  it  had  worked  fairly  in  the 
sense  that  India  paid  for  nothing  except 
to  compensate  the  War  Office  for  the 
actual  disbursements  which  they  made. 
It  might  be  that  the  system  was  ex- 
pensive and  that  from  time  to  time 
charges  were  put  upon  India  which 
they  would  rather  not  have  to  impose, 
but  that  was  not  a  question  of  mere 
justice. 

He  had  listened  with  some  regret 
to  the  remarks  of  one  hon.  Member 
who  drew  a  contrast  between  the  policy 
of  Lord  Curzon  and  that  of  some 
of  his  predecessors.  The  hon.  Member 
pointed  to  the  state  of  poverty  in  which 
the  Indian  pe>ople  were  said  to  be  now 
as  compared  with  what  they  were  in 
previous  years.  Ho  ventured,  with 
some  personal  knowledge,  to  controvert 
those  statements.  He  d  d  not  think  that 
more  attention  had  ever  been  given  to 
every  branch  of  Indian  administration 
so  as  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
poorer  classes  than  was  the  case  now. 
And  this  was  carried  on  with  a  due 
regard  to  the  Imperial  well-being  of 
India.  There  had  been  a  large  reduc- 
tion of  taxation  ;  there  had  been  an  im- 
provement in  agricuhure;  education 
had  been  reorganised  and  its  administra- 
tion improved.  Surely  all  these  were 
matters  that  should  come  home  to  the 
poorest  classes  in  India.  He  thought 
that  it  was  very  unfair  to  charge  Lord 
Curxon  with  neglecting  the  poorer  com- 
munity because  he  had  Imperial  aspira- 
tions. On  the  contrary,  he  thought  the 
prolongation  of  Lord  Curxon*s  t«rm  of 
office  had  given  univeisal  satisfaction, 
and  to  none  more  than  to  the  poorest 
of  the  population.  With  regard  to 
the  position  of  their  Indian  fellow- 
subjects  in  South  Africa,  there  was  a 
desire  that  every  legitimate  pressure 
should  be  used  with  rrgard  to  the  local 
authorities,  so  that  the  natives  of  India 
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should  be  treated  more  in  accordance 
with  British  rule  and  British  ideas  ;  and 
he  could  only  assure  his  hon.  friend  that 
he  should  do  everything  in  his  power  to 
bring  legitimate  pressure  to  bear  to 
ameliorate  the  position  of  their  Indian 
subjects  already  located  in  »South  Africa. 

Mr.  mark  ham  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield)  said  the  noble  Lord  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  lecture  those  hon. 
Members  who  had  ventured  to  differ  from 
him  in  the  debate  upon  this  question. 
The  noble  Lord  had  abo  taken  credit  for 
carrying  out  great  reforms.  Surely  hon. 
Members  of  this  House  were  entitled  to 
put  forward  their  views  without  being 
told  that  they  were  perverting  facts 
while  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
himself  claimed  to  be  the  only  reformer 
on  Indian  matters.  He  wished  to  ask 
the  noble  Lord  one  or  two  Questions. 
He  wished  to  know  in  the  first  place 
what  were  the  Imperial  aspirations 
which  he  said  Lord  Curzon  held. 
The  noble  Lord  stated  that  a  certain^ 
amount  of  deference  was  due  to  Lord 
Curzon  in  that  matter.  He  ventured  to 
think  that  the  fact  Lord  Curzon  held 
these  Imperial  aspirations,  was  all  the 
more  reason  why  some  Members  of  the 
House  should  object  strongly  to  the  new 
Imperialism.  It  appeared  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  far  India  had  been  in 
communication  with  the  Colonial  Oliioe 
with  reference  to  Indian  subjects  in  the 
Transvaal.  He  understood  from  what  he 
had  seen  in  the  Press  that  the  argument 
in  favour  of  coolies  being  allowed  to  be 
imported  in  South  Africa,  was  that  their 
labour  was  required.  He  asked  the  noble 
Lord  to  give  a  reply,  **yes"  or  **no,**  to 
this  Question.  Has  he  given  any  distinct 
reply  to  the  Colonial  Office  on  the  question 
of  the  importation  of  coolies  1  He  must 
bewellawarethatintheLegislativeCouncil 
of  the  Transvaal  an  ordinance  had  been 
passed  distinctly  excluding  Indians  from 
participating  in  the  administration  of  the 
Transvaal.  If  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
East  Bethnal  Green  were  in  the  Trans- 
vaal he  would  not  be  allowed  to  sit  in 
the  Legislative  Council.  He  submitted 
therefore  that  this  was  an  injustice  to 
place  upon  an  intelligent  portion  of 
Indian  subjects.  Having  in  view  that 
this  ord  nance  had  been  passed,  the 
Indian    Government    had    stated  that 
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they  would  refuse  to  allow  any  iinpor- 
tation  of  coolies  into  South  Africa.  The 
noble  Lord  was  also  aware  that  the 
President  of  the  British  Indian  Asso- 
ciation in  the  Transvaal  had  addressed 
several  protests  to  the  Colonial  Office 
with  reference  to  the  ill-treatment  of 
Indian  subjects  there.  A  petition  from 
that  association  stated  that  never  in 
the  time  of  President  Kruger's  rule  were 
they  so  badly  treated  as  they  were 
now.  Would  the  noble  Lord  sar  now 
definitely  whether  the  indignties  to  Britiah 
Indian  subjects  in  the  Transvaal  were  to 
be  permitted  to  continue  with  the  sanction 
ana  approval  of  the  India  O&ce  1 

♦Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  Car- 
tainly  not. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(Considered  in  Committee.) 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Besdved,  That  it  ajqpears  from  the 
Accounts  presented  to  Parliunent  that  In 
1901-2  tne  revenue  ol  India  amounted 
to  £76,344,535,  the  expenditure  charged 
against  revenue  to  £71,394,282,  and  the 
capital  expenditure  not  charged  to  revenoe 
to  £4,071,152.— (iSatTtftory  Lard  Qt^rge 
Hamilton.) 

Besolution  to  be  reported. 

MILITAKY  LANDS  BILL. 
Lords    Amendments    considered,    and 
agreed  to. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.    Bill  withdrawn. 

ALKALI,  ETC..  WORKS  BILL. 
Order  tor  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged.     Bill  withdrawn. 

POOR  PRISONERS  DEFENCE  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments  to  be  considered 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  ta 

SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  meet 
to-morrow  at  Ten  of  the  clock. — {Sir 
A.  Acland-Hood.) 

Whereupon,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
of  the  House  of  the  28th  day  of  July, 
Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  Houee 
without  Question  put 

Aojoumed  at  ten  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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RETUENS  REPORTS,  ETC. 


COLONIES  (ANNUAL). 

No.    394   Turks  and    Caicos  Islands. 
Eeport  for  1902. 

BOILEK  EXPLOSIONS. 
1  Report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
^^  of  Trade  upon  the  working  of  the  Boiler 
"^  Explosions  Acts,  1882  and  1890,  with 
^  appendices  (in  continuation  of  ParUa- 
^  mentary  Paper  [Cd.  1264]). 

I    BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  TRADE  AND 
:|  INDUSTRY. 

I  Memoranda,  stotistical  tables,  and 
5  charts  prepared  in  the  Board  of  Trade 
g  with  reference  to  various  matters  bear- 

^  ing  on  British   and  foreign  trade  and 

—  industrial  conditions. 

^  Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
^  to  lie  upon  the  TabJe. 

^     PREFERENTIAL  AND  RETALIATORY 
^  DUTIES. 

1  Return  respecting.  Laid  before  the 
I  House  (pursuant  to  Order  of  Wednesday 
g  last),  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  220.) 


SUBSIDIES  TO  SHIPPING  COMPANIES. 
Returns  respecting.    Laid   before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Order  of  yesterday), 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  221.) 

SOUTH  AFRICA  (SHIPMENT  OF  RAILS). 
Return    respecting.     Laid   before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Address  of  yester- 
day), and  to  be  printed.     (No.  222.) 

LOCOMOTIVES  ACT,  1865. 
Return  respecting.     Laid   before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Address  of  yester- 
day), and  to  be  printed. 

MILITARY  LANDS  BILL. 
Returned   from   the    Commons,  with 
the  Amendment  agreed  to. 

POOR  PRISONERS'  DEFENCE  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons,  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 
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CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 


Brought  from  the  Commons:  Read 
1* :  Then  (Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX. 
having  been  suspended)  Bill,  read  2*^  {The 
Earl  of  Selbome) :  Committee  negatived : 
Bill  read  3%  and  passed.  , 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 

House  resumed. 

COMMISSION. 

The  following  Bilk  received  the  Royal 
Assent : — 

1.  Consolidated     Fund    (Appropria-, 
tion). 

2.  London  Education. 

3.  Marriages  Legalisation. 

4.  Board  of  Agricultureand Fisheries. 

5.  Railways  (Electrical  Power). 

(5.  South  African  Loan  and  War  Con* 
tribution. 

7.  Military  Worka 

8.  Public  Works  Loans. 

9.  Isle  of  Man  (Customs). 

10.  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
(No.  2.) 

11.  Public  Buildings  Expenses. 

12.  Expiring  Laws  Continuance. 

13.  Revenue. 

14.  Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Con* 
solidation  and  Amendment. 

15.  Poor  Prisoners'  Defence. 

16.  County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Ex- 
tension. 

17.  Motor  Gars. 

18.  Burgh  Police  (Scotland). 

19.  Town  Councils  (Scotland). 

20.  Sheep  Scab. 

21.  Irish  Land. 

22.  Employment  oi  Children. 

23.  Military  Landa 

24.  Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland). 

25.  Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways 
Orders  Confirmation. 

26.  Lerwick  Harbour  Improvements 
Act,  1877,  Amendment  Order  Confirma- 
tion. 

27.  Glasgow  Corporation  Tramways 
Order  Confirmation. 

28.  Auchterarder  Town  Council  Order 
Confirmation. 

29.  Patent  Office  (Extension). 

30.  South  Staffordshire  Tramwaya 

31.  Liverpool  University. 

32.  Bradford  Corporation. 
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33.  Bury  and  District  Joint  Water 
Board. 

34.  Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich 
Tramways. 

35.  Salford  Corporation. 

36.  Shropshire  and  Worcestershire 
Electric  Power. 

37.  North  Western  Electricity  and 
Power  Gas. 

38.  Hastings  Harbour. 

39.  Hastings  Harbour  District  Rail- 
way. 

40.  Scottish  Central  Mectric  Power. 

41.  Mid  Yorkshire  Tramways. 

42.  Bangor  Corporation. 

43.  South-Western  and  Isle  of  Wight 
Junction  Railway. 

44.  Ebbw  Vale  Improvement. 

45.  Kingston-upon-Hull  Corporation. 

46.  Dover  Corporation. 

47.  Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire) 
Sewerage  Board. 

48.  Stroud  and  District  Tramways. 

49.  Erith  Tramways  and  Improve- 
ment. 

50.  Great  Central  Railway. 

51.  Gateshead  Corporation. 

52.  South  Yorkshire  Joint  Railways. 

53.  North- Eastern  Railway. 

54.  Sheffield  Corporation. 

55.  Cork  Harbour. 

56.  Hainault  Forest. 

57.  Seaforth   and    Sefton    Junction 
Railway. 

58.  Coventry  Electric  Tramways. 

59.  Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy 
Railway. 

60.  Croydon  and  District  Electric 
Tramways. 

61.  Ulster  and  Connaught  Light 
Railways. 

62.  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power 
Supply. 

THE  KING'S  SPEECH. 

His  Majesty's  Most  Gracious  Speech 
was  delivered  to  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment by  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  (  in 
pursuance  of  His  Majesty's  Command) 
as  foUoweth :  — 

"  My  Lords  aid  Gentkmen^ 

**  The  visit  which  I  was  able  to  pay 
during  the  spring  to  the  capitals  of 
Portugal,  Italy,  and  France,  has,  I  trust, 
produced  good  results.  Nothing  could 
have     exceeded    the    cordiality   of    the 


reception  which  I  experienced  through- 
out my  journey. 

•*  More  recently  the  President  of  the 
French  RepubUc  has  been  My  guest. 
His  visit  has  given  rise  to  a  striking 
exhibition  of  the  feelings  of  mutual  good- 
will which  prevail  between  the  two 
countries. 

'*The  situation  lA  the  European  pro- 
vinces of  Turkey  continues  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  general  anxiety.  My  Government, 
acting  in  concert  with  those  of  Austria- 
Hungary  and  Russia  and  the  other 
Signatories  of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  have 
used  their  best  efforts  to  restriot  tl.e 
area  of  disturbance,  and  to  impress  upon 
those  concerned  the  necessity  of  self- 
restraint  and  moderatiout 

*'  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  scheme  of 
reforms  pressed  on  the  Porte  by  the  two 
Powers  most  nearly  concerned,  and 
strongly  supported  by  My  Government, 
may  effect  some  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  all  classes  of  the  population 
in  Macedonia. 

"ITie  ratifications  of  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce  and  Navigation  concluded 
with  China  in  September,  1902,  hare 
now  been  exchan^d,  and  portions  of 
the  Treaty  will  come  into  immediate 
operation. 

'*  I  have  also  concluded  with  His  Im- 
perial Majesty  the  Shah  of  Persia  a  Con- 
vention which  will  place  the  commercial 
relations  of  the  two  countries  en  a  more 
secure  and  satisfactory  basis  in  the 
future. 

"  In  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River 
Colonies  the  work  of  resettlement  and 
pacification  has  made  great  progreaa. 
ThQ  recently  constitu^  Legislative 
Councils,  containing  unofficial  members 
representing  the  various  interests  and 
sections  of  the  community,  have  held 
their  first  session,  and  have  rendered 
valuable  services  in  preparing  and  passing 
the  measures  necessary  for  the  good 
Government  of  My  new  Colonies.  A 
Customs  Convention,  which  includes 
preferential  treatment  for  imports  from 
the  mother  country,  has  been  ratified  by 
the  Legislatures  of  all  the  Colonies  of 
British  South  Africa,  the  union  of  which, 
for  fiscal  purposes,  is  an  important  and 
necessary  step  in  the  direction  of  their 
ultimate  political  federation. 
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"In  My  Indian  Empire  the  return 
of  fayourable  seasons  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  finances  have  enabled 
important  reductions  of  taxation  to  be 
given,  which,  I  trust,  will  perceptibly 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  people. 
Agriculture  and  trade  continue  to 
exhibit  signs  of  sustained  progress, 
while  the  most  recent  information  as 
to  the  present  season's  rainfall  and  the 
promise  of  the  crops  is  generally  re- 
assuring. 

"The  operations  conducted  by  My 
forces  in  Somaliland  for  the  protection 
of  certain  tribes  who  had  suffered  from 
the  depredations  of  the  Mullah  Abdullah 
have  not  yet  been  concluded;  but  the 
flight  of  the  enemy's  forces  from  his 
original  position  in  a  north-easterly 
direction  will  enable  a  further  move- 
ment to  be  undertaken  against  him 
under  more  favourable  conditions. 

"  T  am  glad  to  have  been  able,  within 
the  last  few  months,  to  visit  Mv  people 
both  in  Scotland  and  Ireland.  The 
warm  expressions  of  goodwill  with 
which  I  was  evervwhere  received  have 
greatly  touched  Me. 

**  In  Ireland  My  visit  to  the  Capital, 
to  Belfast,  the  chief  centre  of  industrial 
enterprise,  to  Londonderry,  through 
Conneraara  to  Galway,  and  to  Cork, 
enabled  Me  to  realise  how  much  is 
being  attempted,  and  by  how  many 
agencies,  to  improve  the  housing 
accommodation  of  the  working  popula- 
tion, to  stimulate  commercial  activity, 
to  aivance  the  methods  of  agriculture, 
to  develop  technical  education,  aud  to 
provide  for  the  sick  and  infirm.  Much 
remains  to  be  done,  but  it  was  with 
feelings  of  the  deepest  gratification  that 
I  noticed  signs  of  increasing  concord 
between  all  classes  in  Ireland,  presaging, 
as  I  hope,  a  new  era  of  united  efforts 
for  the  gcDeral  welfare. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, — 
**I  thank    you  for  the  liberalitv  with 
which  you  have  made  provision  for  the 
fiervices  for  the  year. 

"  My  Lords  and  GefUlemeny 

"  A  measure  to  expedite  the  conversion 
of  agricultural  tenancies  into  occupation 
ownerships  throughout  Ireland  has  been 
passed  in  a  form  which   offers  induce- 


ments towards  the  continued  residence  of 
landowners  among  their  countrymen,  and 
provides  facilities  for  improving  the 
conditions  of  life  in  the  poorer  districts  of 
the  West.  This  reform,  by  removing 
ancient  causes  of  social  dissension,  will,  1 
heartily  trust,  conduce  to  the  common 
benefit  of  all  My  Irish  subjects.* 

"  The  scheme  for  co-ordinating  and  im- 
proving our  system  of  secon£iry  and 
elementary  education,  which  was  applied 
to  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales  by  the 
enactment  of  last  year,  has  now  been 
completed  by  its  extension  to  London. 
I  am  hopeful  that  great  advantage  will 
be  derived  from  this  far-reaching  educa- 
tional reform. 

"  Although  the  measure  for  making  the 
Port  of  London  adequate,  under  modern 
conditions,  to  the  commercial  needs  of  the 
Metropolis,  has  not  passed  through  all  its 
stages,  the  time  expended  on  it  has  not 
been  lost ;  and  I  trust  it  will  become  law 
at  an  early  period  of  next  session. 

"  I  con^tulate  you  on  passing  an  Act 
enabling  My  Government  to  carry  into 
effect  My  engagement  to  co-operate  with 
other  Powers  in  bringing  about  the 
abolition  of  boimties  on  sugar. 

"  The  law  relating  to  the  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors  in  Scotland  has  been 
consolidated  and  greatly  improved. 

**  I  have  gladly  given  My  assent  to 
legislation  for  regulating  the  employment 
of  children,  for  controlling  the  use  of 
motor-cars,  and  for  reorganising  the 
administration  of  the  Patriotic  Fund. 

"I  pray  that  the  results  of  your 
labours  mav  be  assured  by  the  pro- 
tection and  Wessing  of  Almighty  God." 

Then  a  Commission  for  proroguing 
Parliament  was  read. 

After  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  said 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

By  virtue  of  His  Majesty's  Commission, 
under  the  Great  Seal,  to  us  and  other 
Lords  directed,  and  now  read,  we  do,  in 
His  Majesty's  name,  and  in  obedience  to 
His  Commands,  prorogue  this  Parliament 
to  Monday  the  Second  day  of  November 
next,  to  be  then  here  holden ;  and  this 
Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to 
Monday  the  Second  day  of  November 
next. 

•"  ^^  2  Digitized  by  GoOgle 
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The  House  met  at  Ten  of  the  Clock. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


LIGHT  LOAD  LINE. 
Communicated  Paper  [presented  13th 
August] ;  to  be  printed.    [No.  356.] 

BOILER  EXPLOSIONS  ACTS,  1882 
AND  1890. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade  upon 
the  working  of  the  Boiler  Explosions 
Acts,  1882  and  1890,  with  Appendices 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

JOINT  STOCK  COMPANIES. 
Return     presented*     relative    thereto 
[ordered  13th  August;  Mr,  Gerald  BaU 
four'] ;    to  lie   upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No  357.] 

TEACHERS'  PENSION  FUND 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the 
Valuation  of  the  Teachers'  Pension 
Fund  (Ireland)  on  the  31st  December 
1900  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS. 
Mr.   Speaker    laid  upon   the    Table, 
List  of  the  Bills,  Reports,  Estimates,  and 


Accounts  and  Papers  printed  by  order 
of  the  House,  and  of  Papers  presented 
by  Command,  Session  1903,  with  a 
GeneraJ  Alphabetical  Index  thereto, 
27th  Parliament,  Fourth  Session,  3rd 
Edward  VII.,  17th  iebruary,  1903,  to 
Uth  August,  1903;  to  be  printed  [No 
358.] 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIR^ 
CULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Shipments  of  WeLdi  Goal  to  the  Far  Bast* 
Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydril) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  if  he  can  give  the  shipments  of 
Welsh  coal  for  last  month  and  the 
corresponding  month  of  1902  to  Japan, 
China  and  Hong-Kong,  and  Colombo  and 
Singapore  respectively,  and  also  the  ship- 
ments to  the  same  countries  and  ports  for 
the  first  seven  months  of  1903  and  1902  ; 
can  he  say,  under  shipments,  to  which 
country  the  coal  is  entered  in  the  monthly 
Board  of  Trade  Returns  in  cases  where  a 
charter  party  contains  the  option  of 
several  ports  of  destination,  and  is  the 
exporter  required  to  declare  a  specific 
destination. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Gerald  Balfour.)  The 
following  figures  give  the  information 
asked  for  so  far  as  it  can  be  supplied. 

Quantities  of  Welsh  coal  exported  to  the 
undermentioned  countries  during  the 
months  of  July  1902  and  1903,  and  also 
the  quantities  exported  during  the  seven 
months  ended  31st  July  1902  and  1903. 
respectively — 


Countries. 

Month. 

July. 

Seven  Months  ended  3l8t  July. 

1902. 

1903. 

1902. 

1903. 

Japan  

Tons. 
3,236 

Tons. 
20806 

Tons. 
30,952 

Tons. 
74,917 

China  and  Hong-Kong 

— 

21,377 

65,086 

120,933 

Ceylon  and  Straits  Settlements  - 

11,004 

29,429 

234,925 

172,200 

The  place  of  destination  is  required  to 
be  stated  m  the  Customs  Export  Entries. 
In  the  comparatively  few  cases  in  which 
more  than  one  port  is  stated,  the  coal  is 
credited  to  the  country  in  which  the 
first-mentioned  port  is  situated. 


Produce  of  United  Kingdom  Snpnlied  for 
War  Purposes  in  south  Africa. 

Me.  WHITLEY  THOMSON  (  York- 
shire,  W.R.,  Skipton):  To  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  War  if  he  will  state 
for  the  years  1900,  1901,  and  1902 
what  are  tne  amounts  of  the  produce  and 
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manufactures  of  the  United  Kingdom 
supplied  for  war  purposes  in  South 
Africa  which  are  included  in  the  Board 
of  Trade  Returns  for  these  years. 

(Ansioered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
I  am  not  able  to  supply  the  hon.  Member 
with  the  required  information.  The 
Question  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Commissions  in  King's  African  Bifles 
for  Volunteers. 

Mr,  COERIE  grant  (Warwickshire, 
Tiugby):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  any  commissions  in 
the  King's  African  Rifles  have  been  given 
to  Volunteers  under  Home  District  Order 
No.  2,  of  18th  March,  1903;  and.  if  so, 
how  many. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.)  No 
officer  of  the  Volunteer  Forces  has  yet 
been  selected  for  appointment  to  the 
King's  African  Rifles. 

Veterinary  Doctors  and  the  Army 
Veterinary  Department. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  M*KILLOP  (Sligo, 
N.) ;  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  is  aware  that  the  leaders  of 
the  veterinary  profession  have  advised 
their  recent  graduates  not  to  join  the 
Army  Veterinary  Department  under 
the  existing  warrant ;  will  he  state  how 
many  men  the  Department  are  in  want 
of,  and  how  many  men  were  up  at  the 
last  examination,  and  how  many  passed ; 
and  also  if  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Army  Veterinary  Department  is 
yet  signed ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  give  the 
date  of  signing,  and  lay  it  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
I  am  aware  that  veterinary  surgeons  have 
been  advised  in  certain  publications  not 
to  enter  the  Army  Department ;  but  the 
heads  of  the  veterinary  college  disclaim 
any  such  advice.  The  number  of 
vacancies  is  now  forty.  At  the  last 
examination  there  were  four  candidates, 
and  two  failed  medically  and  the  other 
two  failed  to  qualify.  The  Report  was 
signed  on  the  8th  April.  It  is  not 
proposed  to  publish  it;  but  action  is 
being  taken  with  regard  to  it. 


Condition  of  Artillery  Horses  exposed 

to  weather  at  Trawsf^nydd  Cainp, 

Merionethsmre. 

Mr.  OSMOND  WILLIAMS  (Merion- 
ethshire) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  condition  of  the  Artillery 
horses  in  the  camp  at  Trawsfynydd, 
Merionethshire,  during  the  four  weeks 
of  rain  in  the  month  of  July,  when 
they  were  exposed  to  the  weather 
without  any  covering;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  remedy 
this  condition  of  things. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
No  Report  has  been  received  at  the  War 
Office  of  the  matter  mentioned.  The 
General  Officer  Commanding  may  safely 
be  relied  upon  to  take  such  steps  as  may 
be  necessary  in  such  cases. 

Autumn  Oroise  of  Channel  Squadron. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  (Donegal,  N.):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  can  state  what  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  cruise  of  the 
Channel  Squadron  during  the  ensuing 
autumn ;  and  whether  it  is  part  of  the 
arrangements  that  the  Squadron  is  to 
visit  Lough  Foyle  on  its  cruise. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Arnold-Forster.)  The 
programme  proposed  for  the  autumn 
cruise  of  the  Channel  Fleet  has  not  yet 
been  received  from  the  Vice- Admiral 
Commanding.  The  Vice-Admiral  has 
been  directed  to  consider  the  question 
of  including  a  visit  to  Lough  Foyle  in 
the  programme  for  the  cruise,  should 
the  convenience  of  the  Service  allow; 
but  I  cannot  yet  state  definitely  whether 
it  will  be  found  possible  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  that  have  been  expressed  on 
this  point. 

Erection  oi  Buoy  on  Tuns  Bank,  Lough 
Foyle. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY:  To  ask  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  the 
gaslight-ed  sounding  buoy  promised  by 
him  on  behalf  of  the  Irish  Light  Commis- 
sioners some  months  ago  to  be  erected  at 
the  Tuns  Bank  entrance  to  Lou^h  Foyle 
has  as  yet  been  placed  in  position ;  and, 
if  not,  what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay. 
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{Answefied  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour.)  I  am 
informed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Irish 
Lights  that  the  buoy  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  has  not  yet  been  placed  in 
position.  Special  buoys  have  to  be 
constructed,  and  gasworks  for  charging 
them  erected,  all  of  which  are  being 
proceeded  with  as  rapidly  as  possible. 


Alleged  Deiertefli  firom  Steamship  "  Bom- 
ford"  at  Madagascar. 

Mr.  ROBSON  (South  Shields) :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  eleven 
seamen  were  left  behind  as  alleged 
deserters  from  the  steamship  "  Romfonl," 
of  London,  at  the  port  of  Vohemar, 
Madagascar,  on  the  12th  December  last ; 
if  so,  whether  he  can  state  the  amount  of 
wages  due  to  these  men  and  the  amount 
expended  by  the  owners  in  hiring 
substitutes  in  the  place  of  men  so  left 
behind  ;  whether  the  balance  of  the  wages 
due  to  the  said  eleven  men  has  been  paid 
over  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  as  provided 
for  by  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  master  of  the 
steamship  '<  Romford,^'  before  leaving  the 
men  behind,  failed  to  obtain  a  certificate 
from  a  Consul  or  two  merchants  stating 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  men 
were  so  left  behind,  he  will  say  what 
action  he  proposes  to  take  in  the  matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Gerald  Balfour.)  My 
attention  has  been  directed  to  this  case, 
but  wages  accounts  have  not  been 
rendered,  nor  have  the  Board  of  Trade 
any  information  as  to  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  owners  in  hiring  sub- 
stitutes. No  balances  have  been  paid 
over  by  the  owners,  and  the  question  of 
claiming  from  them  rcpaymentof  expenses 
incurred  by  the  Government  for  the  sea- 
men is  now  under  consideration. 


Delay  in  Telegram  to  Colombo. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury): To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whetner  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  a  telegram  sent  to  Colombo 
on  the  21st  March  last  did  not  reach  the 
person  to  whom  it  was  addressed  up  to 
the  evening  of  the  24th  March  when  he 
sailed  away  from  that  island;  that  on 
applying  for  redress  the  sender  was  in- 


formed by  the  British  postal  authorities 
that  no  compensation  was  possible,  and  that 
an  inquiry  could  not  be  instituted  because 
under  the  regulations  of  the  International 
Telegraph  Convention  a  complaint  of  a 
dehky  oi  an  extra  European  telegram  is 
not  referred  from  one  administraticm  to 
another  unless  the  delay  amounts  to  six 
days ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  endear 
vour  to  remedy  this  state  of  things,  and 
reduce  the  six  days  limit  to  one  of  six 
hours. 

{Ar.stuered  by  Mr.  Av^ten  Chamberlain.) 
The  telegram  in  question  was  ordered  by 
the  sender  to  be  forwarded  vi&  Turkey^ 
and  although  duly  despatched  from  this 
country  it  appears  to  have  subsequently 
sustained  the  delay  of  which  complaint 
was  made.  Under  the  present  regula- 
tions of  the  International  Telegraph  Con- 
vention, inquiries  are  not,  as  a  rule,  made 
into  cases  of  delay  unless  the  delay  is  such 
as  to  constitute  a  claim  to  refuncunent  of 
the  charge.  In  the  case  of  Extra  Earo- 
pean  telegrams  this  delay  is  fixed  at  six 
days  ;  but  under  the  revised  regulations 
which  were  adopted  at  the  recent  Inter- 
national Telegraph  Conference,  and  which 
will  come  into  force  on  1st  July,  1904, 
this  period  will  be  reduced  to  three  days. 

Ajmroximate  Values  of  Britiah 
Agricultural  Productioiia. 

Me.  LAMBERT:  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton):  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Huntingdonshire,  as  representing 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
if  there  are  any  estimates,  and,  if  so, 
would  he  give  them,  of  the  approximate 
annual  values  produced  by  Bricish 
farmers  of  wheat,  barley,  oats,  other 
grain,  beef,  mutton,  pork,  lutter,  cheese,, 
and  milk,  respectively. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Ailtvyn  Fellows.) 
Returns  are  collected  annually  by  the 
Board  of  the  estimated  production  of 
wheat,  barley,  oats,  beans,  pe&s,  potatoes, 
roots,  hops,  and  hay  in  Great  Britain, 
and  Returns  of  the  prices  of  the  three 
principal  cereals  are  also  obtained  under 
the  Corn  Returns  Act,  1882.  The 
total  quantity  of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats 
estimated  to  have  been  produced  in 
Great  Britain  in  1901,  v«Jued  at  the 
average  of  official  prices  returned  duiing 
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Wheat. 
Barley  . 
Oats     . 


;e9,289,000 

9,898,000 

,     13,993,000 

;e33, 180,000 


A  considerable  proportion  of  these  crops 
is,  of  course,  not  actually  sold  by 
fanners.  The  proportion  is  different  in 
the  case  of  each  crop,  and  would  vary 
from  one  year  to  another  according  to 
season  and  other  conditions.  The  Board 
have  no  official  statistics  of  the  value  of 
the  other  commodities  mentioned  in 
the  Question,  but  unofficial  estimates 
have  from  time  to  time  been  made  to 
which  we  shall  be  happy  to  refer  the 
Hon.  Member. 


IiOBS  on  Working  of  Pacifle  Gable. 

Captain  CLIVE  (Herefordshire, Ross): 
To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  loss 
on  the  working  of  the  Pacific  Cable 
amounted  to  £120,000  in  the  year 
ending  Slst  March,  1903,  he  can  sta*e 
the  amount  of  the  estimated  loss  at  the 
end  of  the  current  financial  year. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Ritchie.)  The  hon. 
Member  has  been  misinformed  on  this 
matter.  It  is  not  the  fact  that  the 
expenditure  of  the  Pacific  Cable  Board 
amounted  in  the  two  years  ending  31st 
March,  1903,  to  JBl  20,000.  The  ex- 
penditure of  the  Board  during  the  two 
years  1901-2  and  1902-3  in  which  the 
pacific  cable  was  being  made  amounted  to 
£110,000;  the  earnings  of  the  cable 
which  had  been  actually  paid  over  to 
it  before  the  31st  March,  1903,  amounted 
to  £1 9,500,  and  this  sum,  I  understand, 
did  not  include  sundry  amounts  collected 
by,  but  not  received  from,  the  various 
administrations  concerned.  The  net  loss, 
or  rather  the  difference  between  the 
actual  receipts  and  expenditure, 
amounted,  therefore,  not  to  £120,000 
but  to  £90,500,  and  this  sum  included 
£46,000  for  interest  on  debt  incurred 
during  construction  of  the  line,  and 
£16,500  set  aside  as  a  provisicHi  for  the 
estimated  renewal  for  the  cable  itself  and 
the  other  property  of  the  Board.    It  is 


too  soon  to  predict  with  any  approach 
to  accuracy  the  results  of  the  working 
of  the  present  financial  year,  but  the . 
Board  last  January  expressed  an  opinion 
that  if  nothing  imforeseen  occurred 
the  traffic  receipts  in  the  twelve  months 
ending  31st  March,  1904,  would  reach 
£73,400.  It  placed  its  expenditure  at 
£168,000,  but  it  included  in  this  sum  : 
(a)  £77,500,  the  interest  and  sinking  fund 
on  the  debt ;  and  (b)  £35,500,  which  it  is 
proposed  to  set  aside  during  the  year  for 
the  renewal  of  the  cable  and  its  other 
property.  The  sinking  fund,  it  may  be 
added,  is  calculated  to  replace  the  whole 
capital  expenditure  of  the  Board  in  a 
period  of  fifty  years. 

Agricultural  and  Technical  InatmctioiL 
^Ireland)  Act— Working  of  Soctioa  17, 
Sub-section  (a). 

Me.  O'DOHERTY:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  will  state  what  steps,  if 
any,  have  been  taken  hj  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  in  Ireland  to  put 
into  operation  Section  17,  Sub- section 
(a),  of  the  Agricultural  and  Technical 
Instruction  (Ireland)  Act,  1899;  has 
the  Department  instituted  any  investi- 
gation  with  a  view  to  have  this  sub- 
section duly  administered ;  and  has  the 
Department  considered  the  necessity  of 
appointing  a  permanent  official  conver- 
sant with  railway  traffic  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  section  in  order  to 
protect  Irish  industries. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
Department  has  taken  action  in  one 
case  under  the  enactment  referred  to, 
A  permanent  official,  fully  conversant 
with  railway  traffic,  is  already  on  tha 
sta£f  of  the  Department. 


Erection  of  Goods  Shed  at  Bashenny 
Station. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether,  in  view  of  the  experience 
fained  by  the  working  company  of  the 
tunorana  and  Camdonagh  Railway  of 
the  need  for  a  goods  sh^  at  Bashenny 
Station  on  this  railway,  the  Government 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  erecting 
one  out  of  the  siu*plus  profits  accruing  to 
the  Treasury  from  the  working  of  the  line. 
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(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The  pro- 
vision of  a  goods  store  at  Rashennj  is  a 
matter  for  the  railway  company  if  it  is 
considered  requisite  for  the  public  accom- 
modation. The  reply  to  the  Question  is, 
tlierefore,  in  the  negative. 

Assimilation  of  Salaries  in  Irish 
Acricaltoral  Department. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  L*e]and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Treasury  have  within  the 
last  twelve  months  consented  to  certain 
clerks  in  the  Agricultural  Department, 
who  have  approximately^  ten  years 
service,  being  given  salanes  of  £120  a 
year,  the  Department  will  take  immediate 
steps  to  place  on  the  same  footing  certain 
other  clerks  with  nine  to  eleven  years 
service  who  perform  the  same  class  of 
duties  as  the  gentlemen  first  mentioned, 
but  whose  salaries  are  still  considerably 
under  £100  per  annum. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham.)  The 
proposals  made  by  the  Department  in  the 
cases  of  these  clerks  were  very  carefully 
considered  by  the  Treasury.  It  is  not 
at  present  proposed  to  take  further  action 
in  the  matter. 


Sale  of  Glebe  Lands  at  liai^ery, 
County  Donegal. 

Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretarv  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
lands  of  Maghery  Glebe,  County  Donegal, 
were  sold  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Estates 
Commissioners  without  due  notice ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  anything  can  now  be  done 
to  remedy  the  error. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  These 
lands  were  sold  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Church  Temporalities  to  the  occupying 
tenants  in  1876.  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  refer  to  the  appendix  to  the  final 
Eeport  of  the  Commissioners  [C.  2773] 
of  session  1880,  he  will  find  the  names  of 
some  forty-seven  tenants  to  whom  the 
lands  were  sold.  In  eighteen  of  these 
cases  the  conveyances  were  made  direct 
to  the  occupying  tenants,  while  in  the 
remaining  twenty-nine  cases  the  hold- 
ings were  conveyed  at  the  request  of  the 
purchasing  tenants  to  other  parties. 


Constmction  of  New  Pier  at  Bimcraiia 
,on  Lough  Swilly. 

Mr.  O'DOHERTY  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Jjieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  on  the 
occasion  of  the  visit  of  His  Majesty  to 
Lough  Swilly  a  pontoon  had  to  be  tem- 
porarily constnicted  off  Buncrana  Pier  in 
order  that  His  Majesty's  barge  could 
approach  the  pier;  and  that,  on  the 
departure  of  His  Majesty  in  the  evening 
difficulty  was  experienced  by  reason 
of  want  of  water  at  the  pier  head ;  and 
whether  in  view  of  these  circumstances, 
and  the  number  of  fishing  smacks  that 
during  the  fishing  season  cannot  find 
accommodation  at  this  pier,  the  Irish 
Department  of  Agriculture  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  constructing  a  proper 
pier  and  harboiu'  at  this  centre. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
question  of  the  construction  of  a  pier  at 
Buncrana  is  engaging  attention. 

Evictions  on  the  Massareen  Estate, 
Connty  Louth. 

Mr.  NOLAN  (Louth,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether,  in  connection  with  the 
pending  eviction  of  Mrs.  McQuillen, 
Massareen  Estate,  CoUon,  County  Louth, 
he  will  say  if  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of 
affairs  has  been  made  from  the  tenant  as  to 
her  ability  to  produce  receipts  for  twelve 
years*  rent  paid  for  the  holding  within  the 
past  twelve  vears ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
proposes  to  lend  the  forces  of  the  Crown 
to  carry  out  the  eviction. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham,)  The 
police  questioned  both  the  tenant  and  the 
agent  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining whether  protection  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  ejectment  decree  should  be 
granted.  The  Government  has  no  dis- 
pensing power  as  the  hon.  Member 
appears  to  suggest.  It  is  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  police  to  afford  every  requisite 
measure  of  protection  in  the  execution  of 
the  decrees  of  a  Court  of  Law. 


Ck>mmi88ion8  in  the  BMnlar  Azmy—Becii- 
lations  for  Militia  Officers. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  LEE  (Hampshire, 
Pareham) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for    War    whether,   with  reference    to 
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paragraph  5  of  the  new  regulations  for 
the  examination  of  candidates  for  com- 
missions in  the  Regular  Forces,  officers 
who  joined  the  Militia  before  1st  January, 
1903,  will  be  aUowed  for  a  reasonable 
period  to  compete  under  the  conditions 
which  are  now  in  force,  and  for  which 
they  have  prepared  themselves. 

{Anstaered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick,) 
The  military  competitive  examination 
referred  to  in  paragraph  5  will  be  a  paper 
examination  only  (as  far  as  1904  is  con- 
cerned), and  the  necessary  qualifying 
literary  examination  may  be  passed  at 
the  Army  Entrance  Examinations  of 
November,  1903,  or  June,  1904.  Those 
candidates  who  have  already  qualified  at 
such  examinations  will  not  be  called 
upon  to  qualify  for  a  second  time. 

Clerks  in  Hi|^  Ck>urtB  of  Jnstice—Age 
Limit--£zt6ii8ion  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork  Co., 
N.E.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury if  he  can  state,  in  regard  to  the 
clerks  employed  in  the  High  Courts  of 
Justice,  when  the  sixty-five  year  age 
limit  will  come  into  operation;  and 
whether  this  rule  will  at  the  same  time 
be  extended  to  Ireland,  and  apply  to  the 
clerks  employed  in  the  Four  Courts, 
Dublin. 

{Answered  hy  Mr,  Elliot,)  The  Orders 
in  Council  relating  to  compulsory  re- 
tirement at  the  age  of  sixty-five  are  not 
applied  to  clerks  employed  in  the  High 
<x)urt  of  Justice  or  in  the  Four  Courts, 
Dublin. 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 

[Third  Reading.] 

Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time.'' 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs)  said  he  was  afraid  that  he  and 
his  friends  who  were  responsible  for  that 
sitting  of  the  House  would  be  looked 
upon  as  the  common  enemy.  They  would 
have  been  equally  glad  with  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  had  it  been  possible  to  finish 
the  work  of  the  session  on  the  preceding 


night,  but  the  matter  they  desired  to  bring 
forward  was  one  in  which  their  con- 
stituents took  a  deep  interest,  and  possibly 
there  would  be  no  other  opportunity  of 
discussing  it  in  this  Parliament.  He 
would  first  call  attention  to  the  new  by- 
law which  had  been  issued  by  the  Educa- 
tion Department,  interpreting  the  con- 
science clause.  This  by-law,  if  given  an 
ordinary  interpretation,  was,  he  thought, 
an  admirable  document,  and  he  would  not 
have  deemed  it  possible  to  place  upon  it 
the  interpretation  since  ^ven  to  it  by  the 
Minister  of  Education  m  the  House  of 
Lords.  It  proposed  to  give  the  local 
authorities  the  right  to  declare  that  the 
time  during  which  religious  instruction 
was  given  in  any  school  should  not  be 
regarded  as  ordinary  school  hours  in  the 
time-table,  so  that  if  any  parents  objected 
to  the  religious  instruction  they  could 
not  merely  withdraw  their  children 
from  that  instruction,  but  from  the 
school  during  the  time  in  which  it 
was  given.  Ihat  to  his  mind  was  an 
admirable  proviso,  especially  as  there 
were  some  3,000  parents  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  conscience  clause.  But  what 
happened  was  that  such  children  were 
detained  within  the  precincts  of  the 
school,  and  in  some  cases  where  no  class 
rooms  were  available  they  were  put  in 
dark  corridors  and  forced  to  remain  there. 
They  were  practically  imprisoned, 
although  they  might  be  better  off  in  gaol 
["  Oh,  oh  !  "1  for  a  convict  was  not  put  in 
a  corridor,  but  given  a  decent  cell.  The 
interpretation  put  upon  the  conscience 
clause  was  not  a  fair  one.  Such  children 
should  either  be  allowed  to  go  home,  or 
to  stay  at  home  longer  if  the  religious 
instruction  was  given  in  the  early  mornings 
In  the  debate  in  the  other  House  it  was 
argued  that  children  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  leave  the  school  buildings 
unless  some  provision  was  made  for 
religious  instruction  for  them  elsewhere. 
That  was  not  a  fair  interpretation  to  put 
on  the  conscience  clause.  There  were 
thousands  of  parents  who  had  no  affection 
for  any  dogmas  at  all,  and  why  should 
their  chilciren  be  penalised  by  being 
detained  forcibly  for  no  useful  purpose  ? 
In  addition  to  that  it  was  not  always 
possible,  especially  in  rural  districts,  to 
provide  special  religious  instruction  for 
children  during  school  hours.  This  was 
a  matter  in  which  the  will  of  the 
parents  should  prevail. 
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The  interpretation  put  upon  the  new 
Act,  to  the  eflfect  that  County  Councils 
were  bound  to  provide  prayer  books  and 
catechisms  was  one  which  nobody  con- 
templated at  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  nor  indeed  was  it  supposed  for 
one  instant  that  they  were  to  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  efficiency  of  religious 
instruction.  If  they  were  responsible, 
who  was  to  report  on  the  efficiency  ?  Were 
the  inspector  to  examine  children  in 
the  dogmas  of  the  Catholic  faith  1 
It  had  been  understood  that  the  County 
Councils  were  taking  over  the  responsi- 
bility for  secular  instruction,  and  that  the 
responsibility  for  religious  instruction 
would  be  upon  the  managers.  If  the 
local  education  authorities  were  respon- 
sible for  providing  catechisms,  prayer- 
books,  and  books  of  comment  on  religious 
matters,  had  they  any  voice  at  all  in  the 
selection  of  the  books  1  In  a  school  he 
knew  of  at  Cardiff,  for  insbince,  a  catechism 
was  used  in  which  the  following  question 
and  answer  occurred  :  — **  Should  you 
attend  a  Nonconformist  place  of  worship  1 
— No;  it  would  be  venr  foolish  and 
wrong. "  Now  the  Cardiff  County  Council 
was  composed  mainly  of  Nonconfonnists, 
and  represented  Nonconformists,  accord- 
ing to  the  new  interpretation  of  the  Act 
they  were  responsible  for  the  efficiency  of 
the  religious  instruction  in  the  schools 
under  their  control.  Would  the  education 
authority  be  compelled  to  pay  for  copies 
of  that  catechism  ]  Take,  for  instance,  the 
catechisms  taught  in  some  High  Church 
Schools.  There  was  Knott's  Catechism 
which  stated  that  the  Holy  Ghost  never 
visited  dissenting  places  of  worship. 
Would  they  be  compelled  to  provide 
copies  of  that  catechism  at  the  invitation 
of  fanatical  intolerant  bigoted  gentlemen, 
and  at  the  expense  of  the  Nonconformist 
ratepayers  ?  Would  they  be  compelled 
to  provide  copies  of  Gku»'s  catechism  in 
schools  in  which  it  was  now  used  ?  If  so, 
passive  resistance  would  soon  pass  out  of 
the  passive  stage.  He  contended  that  if 
the  education  authority  was  responsible 
for  the  efficiency  of  religious  instruction, 
if  they  had  to  pay  for  the  books,  they 
had  the  right  to  select  them. 

He  desired,  in  passing,  to  offer  a  word  of 
thanks  to  the  hon.  Baronet  for  the  new 
section  drafted  under  the  Welsh  scheme 
for  the  purpose  of  uniting  Welsh  County 
Councils  and  giving  them  joint  action  and 
control  over    elementary  education.     It 

Mr,  Lhyd'Gearge, 


had  eiven  very  great  satisfaction  in  Wales, 
and  he  felt  perfectly  confident  that  the  re- 
sults would  be  most  beneficial,  especially 
if  the  Board  of  Education  would  show  the 
same  trust  in  this  joint  authority  aa  in 
the  bodies  which  dealt  with  secondary 
and  higher  educati<m.     The  only  other 
point  to  which  he  wished  to  call  attention 
was  the  administration  of  the  Act  through- 
out the  country.    The  Grovemment  ought 
to  take  serious  consideration  of  the  situa- 
tion. The  reports  of  disturbances  through- 
out the  country  could  not  possibly  have 
escaped    their     attention.      The     local 
authorities  ought  not  to  be  left  to  face  the 
difficulties  alone.     It  was  quite  certain 
the  Act  was  not  accepted  by  any  section 
of  the  people  as  a  fair  settlement,  not  by 
any  section  of  the  Church  of  England  or 
even  of  the  Catholic  Church.     Its   ad* 
ministration  had    created    friction    and 
disturbance,  and  once  or  twice  sooiething 
approximating    to    riot.      In    one    case 
within    a    mile    from    the    House    the 
auctioneer  came  to  a  sale  armed  with  a 
revolver,  and  the  police  intervened  and 
disarmed  him.     He  was  hustled  in  getting 
through  the  ax>wd  of  2,000  persons,  and 
he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  a 
fierce  attack  upon  him,  and,  placing  the 
revolver  in  the  rostrum,  he  said  he  would 
shoot  down  the  first  man  who  assaulted 
him.     It    was    in    the    employment    of 
hysterical  creatures  like  that  that  danger 
existed.     It    was    not    possible    to    get 
respectable    people     to      sell     up    the 
goods     of     reputable    fellow     citizens,, 
and,     consequently,     outsiders    had    to 
be     brought     in     to     do     the     work. 
The  Government  could  not  ignore  the 
situation;    and,    although    they     had 
transferred     a    responsibility     to     the 
local   authorities,   who  never  asked  for 
it,  the  real  responsibility  of  the  adminis- 
tration   rested    with   the    Government 
themselves.    What  were  they  going  to 
do      with     the     recalcitrant     County 
Councils?    It  was  not  only  the  Wekh 
County  Councils  that  were  in  question. 
The   Cambridge  and   Halifax    Councils 
had  made   up  their  minds    that   they 
would   not   raise    money  for    sectarian 
education   unless   they  had  control    of 
the  schools,  and  it  was  not  improbable 
that  the  London  County  Council  would 
take  the  same  course.    What  were  the 
Government  going  to  do?    Here  was  a 
legitimate  subject  for  inquiry.     Whilst 
they  were  mixing  the  pigments  for  the 


Digitized  by  Vj 


uogle 


1301  Consolidated  Fund         {U  August  1903}       {Appropiation)  Bill,       ISOt 


cdouring  of  their  statistics  could  they 
not  give  a  moment's  consideration  to  this 
urgent  problem  at  their  very  doors  1 
He  asked  whether  they  did  not  think 
the  time  had  come  when  they  ought 
to  consider  this  subject  seriously,  and, 
in  the  meantime,  suspend  the  operation 
of  the  obnoxious  part  of  the  Act 

Mr.  ROBSON  (South  ShieUs)  thought 
the  Government  had  scarcely  appreciated 
the  responsibility  under  which  they  were 
ia  regard  to  this  matter.    They  seemed 
to  think    it   was  purely  a  matter  for 
the  local   authorities,  but  that  was  an 
entire  misconception  of  the  scope  of  their 
obligations.    It  was  primarily  a  matter 
for  the  Local  Government  Board.     They 
had  placed  on  them  very  definite  and 
important  duties   with    regard    to    the 
collection  of  the  poor  rate.     They  had  to 
draw  up  forms  and  orders  and  other  docu- 
ments connected  with  legal  procedure  in 
connection  with  the  collection  of  the  rates, 
and  they  had  the  inherent  duty  of  advising 
the  local  authorities  upon  these  matters. 
If  they  had  issued  no  instructions  they  were 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty  for  which  they 
ought  to  answer  to  the  country.     Failure 
to  pay  the  poor  rate  did  not  stand  on  the 
same   footing  as  non-payment  of  a  civil 
debt.     If  a  man  failed  to  pay  his  rates, 
and  bad  no  goods  on  which  a  distraint 
had  been  levied,  he  was  liable  to  imprison- 
ment.    It  was,  in  fact,  a  criminal  offence. 
The  overseers,  if  not  allowed  to  accept 
part  payment  of  rates,  were  in  the  position 
of  saying  to  the  debtors,  "  I  will  not  let 
you  minimise  your  offence.     I  insist  that 
you  shall  magnify  your  offence."      Why 
was  this  done  1  In  order  that  the  law  might 
magnify  the  punishment  1    That  was  not 
a  legal    attitude    for  the    overseers    to 
adopt.     Nobody  could  doubt  that  it  was 
within  their  right  to  accept  part  payment. 
Why  did  they  not  do  so  ?    Why  did  not 
the  Government  direct  them  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  do  so  ?    They  had  no  right 
to  magnify  an  offence  so  as  to  increase 
the  punishment.      It  was  an  illegal  and 
improper    course    which    indicated   vin 
dictiveness.     They  would  probably  hear 
a  good  deal  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
about    respect  for  the   law,   but  if  the 
Government  desired  to  inculcate  respect 
for  the  law,  they   must  not  themselves 
permit  it  to  be  administered  in  a  spirit 
of  vindictiveness.     The  Government  dare 


not  attack  the  passive  resistance  move* 
ment  as  a  whole,  but  were  throwing  on 
the  local  authority  the  responsibility  for 
a  harsh,  oppressive,  and  vindictive  appli- 
cation of  an  unjust  law. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  /Leicester)  said 
that  up  to  the  present  time  he  had  never 
spoken  one  word  in  support  of  passive  re* 
sistance,  and  he  was  therefore  entitled  to 
criticise  the  action  taken  by  the  local 
authorities  in  this  matter.  In  the  debate 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Education 
Bill  the  Prime  Minister  in  deprecating,  in 
anticipation,  objections  to  the  payment  of 
rates,  referred  to  the  fact  that  Churchmen 
had  for  years  contributed  towards  the 
maintenance  of  religious  instruction  in 
elementary  Church  schools.  They,  no- 
doubt,  did  pay  taxes  for  that  indirectly^ 
but  he  pointed  out  at  the  time  in  reply- 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  immedi- 
ately the  payment  became  a  direct  one 
strong  opposition  would  be  evoked.  He 
regretted  that  the  Prime  Minister  waa 
not  present  during  the  debate,  be- 
cause he  wished  to  appeal  to  him  and  to 
the  Government  to  take  steps  to  mitigate 
the  seA'erity  of  these  distress  processes. 
In  many  places  the  overseers  had  agreed 
to  accept  the  payment  of  all  but  the  edu- 
cation part  of  the  rate.  If  this  was  legal 
in  one  part  of  the  country  it  must  be  legal 
in  another.  The  Government  should  take 
steps  to  moderate  the  rising  flame  of 
passion.  They  were  only  on  the  threshold 
of  that  agitation,  and  the  Government 
should  try  snd  allay  the  great  wave  of 
opposition  to  the  law  by  calling  on  the 
local  authorities  to  adopt  the  most 
moderate  means  possible  in  enforcing  it. 
The  rough  manner  in  which  distraint  had 
been  levied  in  many  cases  demanded 
attention.  Goods  had  been  seized  far 
in  excess  of  the  amount  required 
to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  rate. 
Why  should  that  be  necessary  1  Why 
should  these  brokers  be  let  loose  upon 
an  inoffensive,  law-abiding  community  ? 
The  Prime  Minister  had  declared  there 
was  a  limit  to  human  endurance  when 
attention  was  called  to  the  violent 
attacks  on  meetings  held  to  protest 
against  the  South  African  war.  There 
was  also  a  limit  to  human  endurance  in 
this  matter,  which  touched  theconsciences 
of  thousands  of  most  reputable  citizens. 
To  be  compelled  to  pay  for  the  teachmg 
of   doctrines   and  professions   of    faith 
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-with  which  they  had  no  sympathy  what- 
ever, was  to  them  an  intolerable  strain 
and  an  intolerable  wrong.  He  asked  the 
Crovernment  to  mitigate  the  hardship  of 
the  execution  of  these  distress  warrants. 
The  proceedings  were  aggravated  by  the 
bad  taste  of  some  of  the  magistrates 
irom  the  bench,  than  which  he  could  not 
iitiagine  anything  more  calculated  to 
inflame  a  still  more  violent  opposition  to 
the  Education  Act.  The  events  on  the 
preceding  night  in  London  should  be  a 
warning  to  the  Government.  His  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  North-West 
Norfolk  was  assaulted  by  the  police,  and 
he  would  like  to  ask  the  Home  Secretary 
whether  it  was  intended  to  take  proceed- 
ings against  the  auctioneer  for  flourishing 
a  loaded  revolver  in  a  public  place.  Had 
a  trades  unionist  done  anything  of  the 
kind  when  a  strike  was  on  they  well 
knew  what  steps  would  have  been  taken 
against  him.  Over  800  summonses  had 
been  issued  under  the  Act,  half  of  which 
lad  not  yet  been  heaitl.  What  possibilities 
of  illegality  and  violence  there  were  in 
the  execution  of  these  warrants  against 
the  most  law-abiding  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. Men  had  consciences  before 
Parliament  made  laws,  and  they  would 
exercise  their  consciences  as  far  as  they 
could  do  so,  despite  any  physical  violence 
which  the  Grovernment  might  let  loose 
upon  their  hitherto  peaceful  homes.  He 
would  be  only  too  glad  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  at  once  take  steps  to  moderate 
the  wave  of  passion  which  wasaccumulat- 
ing  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  England,  and  which  must  bring 
injury  of  a  serious  nature  to  the  country. 

Mk.  GEORGE  WHITE  (Norfolk, 
N.W.)  wished  to  emphasise  what  had 
been  said  with  regard  to  the  by  law  upon 
religious  education.  Since  the  i  nt erpreta- 
tion  referred  to  had  been  put  upon  it  in 
another  place  there  had  been  great 
uncertainty  as  to  how  parents  were  to 
get  the  relief  to  which  they  were 
■entitled.  They  were  now  called  upon  to 
write  claiming  the  exemption  of  their 
children  from  religious  instruction  in  the 
school,  and  they  were  also  expected  to 
oertify  that  religious  instruction  was 
provided  for  their  children  elsewhere. 
These  demands  up#n  the  parents  were, 
he  ventured  to  submit,  improper.   Those 

Mr,  Broadhurst, 


who  claimed  exemption  were,  in  the  main, 
parents  who  did  not  neglect  the  religious 
instruction  of  their  children,  and  were 
certain  to  do  their  duty  in  that  respect 
without  the  intervention  of  the  State. 
Working  men  also  were  often  {daced  at 
a  disadvantage  by  being  called  upon  to 
send  in  written  applications.  But  be 
rose  especially  to  deied  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Act,  and  the  disturbances 
which  had  aiisen  in  connection  with 
what  was  termed  passive  resistanca 
Last  night  he  went  down  to 
Battersea  to  attend  what  was  practically 
the  first  sale  of  goods  seized  under  the 
Education  Act  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
London.  [Laughter.]  This  was  no  laugh- 
ing matter  to  at  least  half  the  people  of 
this  country,  who  were  absolutely  opposed 
to  the  Act.  The  sale  took  place  in  a 
small  room,  capable  of  containing  100 
people,  and  the  fact  that  the  goods  to  be 
sold  had  been  removed  from  WimUedon 
to  Battersea  was  one  which  could  not  be 
justified.  There  was  a  large  crowd  of 
the  public  assembled  outside,  claiming 
admission,  but  they  were  kept  out  by  a 
force  of  police.  When  ho  demanded 
admission  to  the  room,  a  robust  police- 
man caught  him  by  the  collar  and  snoved 
him  bacK  violently.  He  then  told  the 
policeman  that  he  was  a  Member  of 
Parliament,  upon  which  the  policeman  at 
once  made  way  for  him  to  the  door.  He 
was  sorrv  afterwards  that  he  had  said  he 
was  a  Member  of  Parliament,  as  he 
should  like  to  know  from  practical  experi- 
ence how  a  private  individual  would  have 
been  treated.  He  should  have  liked  to 
have  undergone  the  experience  which  a 
private  individual  would  have  under  the 
circumstances.  He  got  into  the  room 
and  found  only  between  twenty-five  and 
thirty  people  there.  At  any  rate,  it  was 
not  quarter  full.  He  thought  the 
Home  Office  ought  to  say  whether  the 
police  were  justified  at  a  public  auction 
in  keeping  the  public  out  of  the  hall  by 
force,  when  there  was  plenty  of  roqpi. 
The  men  and  women  outside  wouM  have 
been  quite  content  not  to  force  their  way 
in  when  told  that  the  room  was  fuU. 
He  maintained  that  such  action  would 
biing  about  unnecessary  friction  between 
the  police  force  and  the  public.  The 
Home  Office  ought  to  issue  instructions 
to  prevent  the  police  doing,  in  such  cases, 
what  they  would  not  do  in  the  case  of 
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an  ordinary  public  auction.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances,  if  there  had  been 
300,  or  400,  or  1,000  people  surrounding 
the  hall,  he  supposed  that  the  auctioneer, 
and  the  people  whose  goods  were  to  be 
sold,  would  have  been  extremely  glad 
because  of  the  competition  there  would 
have  been  in  the  bidding  for  the  goods ; 
but  in  this  case  the  police  actually  used 
force  to  prevent  the  people  from  doing 
that  which  they  had  a  right  to  do.  There 
was  plenty  of  room  in  the  hall,  and  there 
was  a  policeman  inside  who  could  have 
repressed  any  disturbance  if  it  had  arisen  ; 
but  he  was  quite  certain  from  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  crowd  that  there 
would  have  been  no  resentment  on  their 
part  had  they  been  uninterfered  with, 
and  the  sale  would  have  gone  on  in  the 
ordinary  way.  This  incident  at  Battersea 
was  but  typical  of  what  was  going  on 
oyer  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 
They  had  yet  only  reached  the  fringe  of 
this  movement.  The  trouble  was  only 
beginning. 

He  saw  from  the  Papers  that  there 
was  scarcely  a  single  town  in  which 
crowds  of  from  100  to  800  people  had  not 
assembled  at  these  sales.  It  must  be 
remembered,  too,  that  the  Act  had  not 
come  into  force  in  many  districts  of  the 
country.  In  his  own  county  of  Norfolk, 
and  in  Yorkshire,  the  people  had  as  yet  had 
no  opportunity  of  showing  their  opinion, 
because  the  rate  had  not  yet  been  levied. 
He  assured  the  hon.  Baronet  that  he 
and  the  Government  seemed  to 
have  little  'dea  of  the  strong  deter- 
mination there  was  on  the  part  of  the 
whole  of  the  Nonconformists  in  the 
country  to  resist  the  payment  of  rates 
for  the  inculcation  of  dogmas  which  they 
existed  as  religious  bodies  to  fight  against 
as  erroneous.  He  thought  that  in  many 
cases  the  carrying  out  of  the  Act  might 
be  mitigated  by  the  advice  of  the 
Government.  There  was  a  degree  of 
uncertainty  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
Act  was  being  enforced  in  different  parts 
of  the  country.  He  found  that  the 
stipendiary  magistrates  were  much  more 
considerate  and  courteous  in  their  deal- 
ings with  the  public  than  the  benches  of 
magistrates.  He  was  not  surprised  at 
that,  for  those  who  sat  on  the  bench  to 
adjudicate  in  these  cases  were  generally 
magistrates  who  took  strong  views  in 
regard   to    this    Act.     He   noticed   that 


only  two  days  previously  an  hori.  Mem- 
ber who  had  strongly  supported  the 
Government  in  forcing  this  Act  through 
the  House — he  meant  the  hon.  Member 
for  Oxford  University— and  who  held 
strong  views  on  the  necessity  of  the 
State  enforcing  religious  teaching  of  a 
particular  kind,  even  against  the  con- 
sciences of  the  people,  had  sat  and 
adjudicated  in  a  case  under  the  Act. 
One  was,  therefore,  not  surprised  that  he 
should  be  somewhat  tyrannical  in  his- 
conduct  on  the  bench.  In  some  casefr 
persons  summoned  before  the  magistrates^ 
were  not  allowed  to  explain  their  conduct 
or  motives,  and  yet  the  meanest  wretches 
brought  into  Court  were  allowed  to  make^ 
a  statement  and  explain  their  conduct 
in  regard  to  far  more  serious  matters. 
He  commended  the  hon.  Baronet 'a 
attention  to  a  case  at  Stratford  where  i^ 
well  known  citizen  was  summoned  for 
the  payment  of  £415  for  rates.  The 
stipendiary  magistrate  took  a  rational 
view  of  the  matter,  and  declined  to  give 
judgment  for  the  whole  of  the  amount. 
If  the  bailiffs  had  been  allowed  to  proceed 
to  restrain  in  this  case  they  might  have 
taken  goods  to  the  amount  of  £2,000  or 
£3,000  from  this  gentleman's  emporium 
for  £415  rates.  This  amounted  to 
persecution  of  those  who  did  not  shrink 
from  any  consequences  that  might  result 
from  the  maintenance  of  their  con- 
scientious views.  Where  was  the  necessity 
for  it  1  He  thought  that  it  would  be  a 
very  simple  matter  for  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  issue  a  circular  stating 
that  the  portion  of  the  rate  which  was 
tendered  might  be  accepted.  He  was 
quite  sure  that  if  these  Education  Act 
persecutions  were  continued  in  this 
vindictive  way,  it  would  arouse  a  feeling 
in  the  country  which  the  Government 
would  have  reason  to  deplore.  He 
would  not  detain  the  House  further 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
met,  but  would  express  the  hope  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Board  ol  Education  and 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  would  do  what  in  their  judgment 
might  fairly  be  done  to  prevent  the  Act 
being  administered  vindictively.  In  that 
way  the  strong  feeling  that  was  now  being 
aroused  among  half  the  nation  would  be 
somewhat  allayed  and  kept  down  all  over 
the  country. 
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♦The  PARLIAMENTAEY  SECRE- 
TARY to  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
<Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  University) 
«aid  he  felt  it  right  that  he  should 
rise  at  this  particular  juncture  and 
deal  with  the  matters  which  had 
been  raised  by  prerious  speakers  in  this 
•debate.  It  had  been  suggested  in  a 
<juestion  addressed  to  him  yesterday 
that  the  Board  of  Education  had  issued 
^  circular  to  the  effect  that  local  authori- 
ties were  bound  to  supply  prayer-books 
iind  other  religious  books  to  managers 
•of  voluntary  schools.  No  such  circular 
had  been  issued,  nor  had  it  ever  entered 
into  the  mind  of  anyone  in  the  Depart- 
ment to  issue  such  a  circular. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
:fthire,  Forest  of  Dean):  I  think  it  was 
the  impression  'of  Canon  Sewell  and 
others  that  the  communication  addressed 
to  them  was  a  circular. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  I  never  said 
it  was  a  circular.    I  said  it  was  a  letter. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  was 
alluding  to  the  terms  of  the  Question 
addressed  to  him  on  the  previous  day. 
The  Question  of  the  right  lion.  Baronet 
and  a  part  of  the  speech   of    the  hon. 
Member  for   Carnarvon  arose  out  of    a 
point  which  ought  never  to  have  been 
raised.     The    Beard   of    Education  was 
Asked   whether   local    authorities    could 
be    called  on  to  buy   prayer-books    for 
voluntary    schools.    The    answer    sent 
by  the  Board  of   Education   stated  the 
actual    dry,    legal     facts       The    local 
education  authority  was  responsible  for 
the    efficiency    of    the  schools,   and    if 
reb'gious     teaching    was    part    of    the 
curriculum,  the  authority  was  responsible 
'  for  what  was  needed  for  the  efficiency  of 
the  teaching.    The  question  would  really 
emerge  very  rarely.  There  were  only  two 
achods  in  England  in  which  it  had  arisen. 
The      Education     Committee     of     the 
County     Council      of      Gloucestershire 
sent    round     a    circular     to    all     the 
voluntary    schools   to   the    effect    that 
they  would  not  purchase  prayer-books 
or    other     religious     books     for    those 
schools.     Only  two  schools  in  the  county 
raised  any  question,  and  they  asked  the 
Board  of  Education  what  was  the  legal 
aspect  of  the  matter.    The   Board  told 


them,  as  they  were  legally  advised,  that 
the  local  authority  would  be  responsible; 
but  the  Board  took  care  to  say  that  it 
was  probably  the  more  desirable  courae 
that  the  managers  themselves  shouU 
own  the  books.  The  books  would,  in 
most  voluntary  schools,  be  wanted  for 
Sunday  school  use,  and  the  question 
would  naturally  arise  as  to  what  shouU 
be  paid  for  the  use  of  them.  If  the 
local  authority  suppUed  the  hooka,  it 
might  claim  to  select  them.  Although 
the  managers  had  oontrol  of  religious 
instruction,  there  might  arise  cases  in 
which  the  local  education  authority 
would  say,  *'We  have  to  pay  for  the 
books,  and  we  shall  choose  the  particukr 
books  used  for  the  purpose  of  religious 
instruction."  It  was,  therefore,  ob- 
viously most  '  undesirable  that  the 
managers  should  ask  the  local  authority 
to  purchase  these  books.  The  National 
Society  had  pressed  strongly  on  all 
schools  that  the  matter  shouU  be 
retained  entirely  in  the  hands  (rf  the 
managers,  and  that  they  should  not  ask 
the  local  education  authority  for  any 
contribution  towards  the  purchase. 
This  was  not  a  matter  about  which  the 
local  education  authority  should  be 
troubled,  or  towards  which  it  should  be 
asked  to  contribute.  He  hoped  that  this 
subject,  which  ought  never  to  have 
arisen,  would  cease  to  trouble  the  minds 
of  the  local  education  authorities  in 
future. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  Are  the  local 
education  authorities  equally  responsible 
for  the  religious  instruction  in  non- 
provided  as  well  as  in  provided  schools ! 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  AN  ON  said  that  if 
the  local  education  authorities  found 
the  teaching  thoroughly  inefficient,  then 
they  might  treat  the  school  accordingly. 
But  the  religious  education  in  voluntary 
schools  was,  by  Sub-section  6  of  Section 
7  of  the  Act  under  the  control  of  the 
managers,  and  this  relieved  the  local 
education  authority  of  responsibility  in 
the  matter. 

Something  had  been  said  about 
the  new  by-law.  He  thought  that 
there  was  an  impression  abroad  thatthia 
new  by-law  in  some  way  trenched  upon 
the  conscience  clause.    The  bv-law  had 
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DOthing  whatever  to  do  with  the  con- 
scienoe     clause,     which    provided  that 
nothing  should  prevent  the  withdrawal 
of  a  ehild  from  religious  instruction  if 
the  parent  wished  it  to  be  so  withdrawn. 
No  conditions   were   imposed    on    the 
exercise  of  this  right,  and  it  existed  sub- 
ject to  the  inconveniences  which   had 
been  mentioned.    But  the  Act  of  1870 
gave  a  power   to«  the   School  Boards, 
and  now  to  the  educational  authorities, 
to   make   by-laws,  subject    to  the    ap- 
proval of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  this 
power    included    that    of  determining 
the   time  during  which  children  had  to 
attend  school.    Under  the  present  rules 
the  children  might  be  desired  to  move  into 
another  room  to  receive  religious  instruc- 
tion of  a  different  kind,  but  many  schools 
did  not  offer  that  accommodation.     The 
consequence  would  be  that  the  children 
withdrawn   from  religious   instruction 
might  have  to  stand  in  a  cloak-room  or 
porch,  or  be  put  aside  in  another  room,  or 
in   a   different  part    of    the    room  in 
such  a  way  as  to  be  subject  to  some 
inconvenience.    The  new  by-law,  there- 
fore, provided  that  a  parent  might  notify 
to  the  managers  in  writing  his  intention 
to  withdraw  the  child,  not  merely  from 
religious  instruction,  but  from  the  school 
during  the  period  of  religious  instruction. 
The     conscience   clause    entitled   with- 
drawal from  religious  instruction;   the 
provision  in  the  new  by-law  gave  a  fur- 
ther power  of  withdrawal  from  the  actual 
•school  buildings  while  used  for  religious  in- 
struction.   This  model  by-law  was  noth- 
ing more  than  a  specimen  by-law  put 
before  the  local  education  authorities  to 
adopt  or  not  to  adopt  as  they  pleased,  or  to 
adopt  for  one  parish  and  not  for  another ; 
fbut  if  the  local  education  authority  did 
-adopt  the  by-law,  then  it  determined  the 
time  during  which  certain  children  might 
attend    school   in    accordance    with  the 
written  request   of  the  parent.     It   had 
been  objected  that  the  Department  bad 
suggested     to     the      local       education 
authorities    that    they     might    impose 
conditions.     He  thought    that  he  could 
convince  the  House    that  there  was  a 
very    substantial  reason  why  the  local 
education  authority  should  be  reminded 
of  the    possibility    of    needing    such    a 
restriction.      There    was    a    risk    that 
children    might    be    kept    away    from 
.  school  merely  for  the  purposes  of  amuse- 


ment^ or  tor  employment,  -particularly  in 
towns.  The  House  was  aware  that 
children  were  required  to  work  by  their 
parents,  were  sent  out  to  work,  or  were 
employed  at  home  to  work,  up  to  the 
very  moment  when  school  hours  began, 
and  very  much  to  the  disadvantage  of 
their  education  when  they  were  attending 
school.  An  extra  half-hour  might  be 
profitably  employed  by  the  parent  in 
using  the  child  to  earn  a  little  more 
money  than  if  he  were  at  school.  That 
was  a  serious  risk  which  had  been 
impressed  upon  the  Department  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  London  School  Board 
and  others.  The  Education  Department 
thought  it  right  to  address  a  warning  to 
the  local  education  authorities  to  watch 
the  operation  of  the  by-law,  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  enable  children  to  stay 
away  from  school  merely  for  the  purposes 
of  amusing  themselves  or  for  the  purposes 
of  employment.  .  It  was  to  meet  the 
conscientious  objections  of  those  who 
desired  their  children  to  get  religious 
instruction  elsewhere  at  that  period  of  the 
day  or  at  another  period  of  the  day; 
and  the  Department  had  warned  the 
authorities  to  watch  the  effect  of  the  by- 
law, and,  if  necessary,  to  impose  conditions. 

♦Mr.  H.  J..WILSON  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Holmfirth) :  Does  it  refer  to  religious 
observances  as  well  as  to  religious 
instruction  ] 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  the 
by-law  did  not  touch  the  conscience 
clause,  which  gave  a  right  to  the  parent 
to  withdraw  a  child  from  religious 
instruction  or  religious  observances  in 
the  schools.  That  right  remained ;  and 
the  by-law  placed  before  the  Local  Edu- 
cation Authorities  the  option  of  allowing 
a  parent  to  take  his  child  away 
from  the  school  building  during 
the  period  of  religious  observances  as 
well.  The  Department  had  told  the  local 
education  authorities  that  they  must 
endeavour  to  ensure  that  this  privilege 
was  asked  for  on  account  of  conscientious 
reasons,  and  was  honestly  taken 
advantage  of.  The  Department  did  not 
desire  to  see  the  children  kept  away  to 
play  about  the  streets,  or  in  order  to  earn 
a  little  more  money  for  their  parents 
Really,  it  was  an  endeavour  to  meet  one 
of  the  great  difficulties  presented  by  the 
religious  question  in  relation  to  education. 
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If  religiuus  instruction— denominational, 
in  any  form — was  to  be  a  part  of  a 
child's  education  it  must  be  eflfected, 
either  by  free  access  for  every  kind  of 
religious  teaching  in  every  school  or  by 
giving  power  to  obtain  such  religious 
instruction  outside  the  school  during  the 
school  hours,  or  at  some  time  corre- 
sponding to  school  hours. 

Mr.  BROADHURST:  Is  it  to  be 
understood  that  it  is  a  condition  of 
absence  from  religious  teaching  in  the 
school  that  the  child  should  be  taught  a 
religion  somewhere  else  1 

Mr.  ROBSON  :  By  what  statutory 
right  does  the  Education  Department 
impose  upon  a  child,  withdrawn  from 
religious  instruction,  such  instruction 
elsewhere  ] 

*SiR  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  he  had 
not  suggested  that  the  Board  of  Education 
was  imposing  this  requirement.  The  local 
education  authority  had  to  define  the 
time  wherein  the  children  were  to  be 
taught,  always  subject  to  the  conscience 
clause.  They  could  determine  the  time 
subject  to  a  condition,  but  they  could  not 
infringe  the  conscience  clause ;  and  they 
might  say  that  the  children  must  be  on 
the  school  premises  unless  they  were 
satisfied  that  they  were  well  employed 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  ROBSON:  But  what  is  the 
statutory  authority  giving  the  local 
education  authority  power  to  impose 
such  conditions  1  Is  the  local  education 
authority  entitled  to  impose  as  a  condition 
that  the  child  shall  not  have  its  religious 
instruction  elsewhere  ? 

*SiR  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  that  the 
local  education  authority  could  say  that 
a  child  should  be  in  the  school,  or,  if  not 
in  the  school,  they  must  be  satisfied  for 
the  reason  of  his  absence. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  :  That  is  to  say, 
the  conscience  clause  is  absolutely 
abolished  1 

*SiR  WILLIAM  ANSON  said  that  the 
by  law  did  not  abolish  the  conscience 
clause  ;  it  merely  provided  that  the  child 
need  not  be  present  on  the  school  premises 

Sir  William  Anson, 


during  religious  instruction.  He  quite 
understood  the  desire  of  hon.  Members 
to  make  some  remarks  on  the  working 
of  the  Education  Act  before  the  close  (2 
the  session.  The  great  case  of  the  failure 
of  the  Act  alleged  by  hon.  Members 
was  that  a  timid  auctioneer  took  a  re- 
volver to  an  auction.  The  Education 
Act  could  not  be  held  responsible  for 
that.  As  to  what  would  be  done  if  (bounty 
Councils  refused  to  levy  a  rate,  the 
business  of  the  Department  was  to  see  that 
the  schools  were  maintained  efficiently. 
When  that  was  not  done  the  questicm 
suggested  by  hon.  Members  would  arise. 
Hon.  Members  had  secured  a  promise 
from  the  leaders  of  their  party  to  repeal 
a  portion  of  the  Education  Act  as  soon 
as  they  came  into  power.  That  being  so, 
as  the  Act  was  admitted  to  be  the  law, 
would  it  not  be  better  to  observe  the  law 
while  it  remained  the  law  ]  When  he 
observed  the  action  of  other  religious  de- 
nominations, that  the  Jews  had  for  long 
paid  rates  for  Christian  teaching,  and 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  had  paid 
rates  for  religious  instruction  of  which 
they  did  not  approve,  he  could  not  but 
think  that  the  conscience  of  the  Noncon- 
formist body  was  a  somewhat  pampered 
conscience.  Anxious  as  he  was  to  sym- 
pathise with  religious  scruples  of  every 
denomination,  he  could  not  sympathise 
with  these.  Passive  resistance  he  re- 
garded mainly  as  a  political  move,  and  the 
remarks  addressed  to  the  House  on  that 
subject  in  this  debate  as  uttered  for  a 
political  purpose.  One  or  two  other 
points  had  been  referred  to,  but  they 
were  points  which  were  more  within 
the  province  of  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  answer. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  said  that  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned  he  believed  that  Noncon- 
formists had  many  legitimate  grievances 
•n  this  matter,  and  that  he  did  not 
regard  the  arguments  which  had 
been  used  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  as 
either  reasonable  or  fair.  But  the 
question  he  desired  to  raise  had  nothing 
to  do  with  education.  It  was  the 
question  of  Macedonia,  and  the  reason 
he  was  compelled  to  raise  the  question 
again  to-day  was  that  the  position  w^ms 
becoming  more  acute,  that  the  insur- 
rection was  spreading,  20,000  insurgents 
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were  under  arms  on  the  one  hand, 
while,  on  the  other,  the  Turkish 
authorities  were  distributing  arme  to 
the  Mussulmans  which  could  only  end 
in  massacre,  and  it  was  clear  that  a 
crisis  was  approaching.  Of  all  the 
Powers  responsible  for  the  present 
position  in  Macedonia  the  gravest 
responsibility  was  on  the  British  Govern- 
ment. But  for  the  action  of  Lord  Beacons- 
field  the  greater  part  of  Macedonia 
would  have  been  free  from  Turkish  rule. 
No  Englishman  could  look  back  on  the 
action  of  his  Government  at  that  time 
without  a  feeling  of  horror.  The  speech 
of  the  Prime  Minister  on  this  subject 
revealed  a  gross  misunderstanding  of 
the  situation ;  and  his  statement  that — 

**  Historic  truth  rec|abe8  us  to  say  that  the 
balance  of  criminality  lies  rather  on  the 
revolutionary  bands  than  on  the  Turkish 
Crovemment 

was  most  disastrous.  It  implied  that  the 
sympathy  of  this  country  was  with  the 
oppressors  and  not  with  the  oppressed. 
There  was  no  foundation  for  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  rising  in  Macedonia  was 
not  spontaneous,  but  was  engineered 
from  outside.  The  correspondent  of  the 
Daily  News  said  that  the  Turks  had 
made  Macedonia  ''a  hell  upon  earth," 
and  the  Correspondent  of  The  Times^ 
commenting  on  the  speech  of  the  Prime 
Minis  er  said  that  he  had  spent  much 
time  in  searching  for  outrages  committed 
by  the  Christians  on  the  Turks  and  had 
found  only  one  case,  and  that,  according 
to  this  correspondent's  account,  was  very 

rstionable.  The  Times  correspondent 
dealt  with  the  suggestion  that  this 
revolt  was  engineered  from  outside, 
and  said  that  he  had  spent  three  months 
in  trving  to  establish  this  fact  and  had 
failed,  and  he  went  on  to  say  that  the 
rising  might  fairly  be  called  a  national 
one  as  far  as  the  Macedonian  Bulgars 
were  concerned.  Everybody,  no  matter 
what  his  nation  aUty  might  be,  who  had 
been  to  Macedonia  within  recent  years, 
had  described  the  state  of  things  there 
as  absolutely  intolerable.  It  was 
really  the  Turkish  Government  who 
were  responsible,  having  by  organised 
anarchy  created  a  state  of  things  which 
in  the  long  run  would  be  disastrous  to 
Turks  as  well  as  Christians.  The  hon. 
Member  proceeded  to  quote  extracts 
from  recent  works  published  in  England 
VOL.  CXXVII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


and  America,  describing  scenes  witnessed 
by  the  authors,  and  maintained  that 
with  such  outrages  going  on,  it  needed 
no  encouragement  from  outside  to  drive 
the  people  to  rebellion.  It  was  really  no 
exaggeration  to  say  that,  so  far  as  the 
condition  of  the  Macedonian  and  other 
Christian  subjects  under  the  Porte 
was  concerned,  the  Empire  was  one  oi 
massacre,  lust,  and  anarchy. 

Was  the  Prime  Minister  really  doing 
justice  to  himself,  his  government,  or  his 
country,  to  say  nothing  of  the  people  them- 
selves,  when  heassumedan attitude  of  care- 
fully balanced  judgment  in  deciding 
where  the  responsibility  rested?  The 
whole  responsibility  rested  with  the 
Government  which  created  such  a  state 
of  things.  The  present  reign  of  misrule 
could  not  last,  it  would  pass  away  as  the 
Turkish  Government  in  Roumania, 
Servia,  and  Bulgaria  had  passed  away. 
In  Crete  almost  the  same  state  of  things 
had  existed  as  now  prevailed  in  Mace- 
donia, and  every  man  who  in  this  House 
dared  to  call  attention  to  the  state  of 
the  island  was  reprimanded  for  encourag- 
ing a  rebellion  which  was  bound  to  end 
in  failure.  In  spite  of  those  warnings 
they  continued  to  call  attention  to  the 
matter,  with  the  result  that  interven- 
tion was  secured,  and  Crete  was  now  in 
the  enjoyment  of  peace,  freedom,  and  the 
beginning  of  prosperity.  The  Prime 
Minister  ought  not  to  assume  an  atti* 
tude  of,  not  benevolent,  but  almost 
hostile  neutrality  to  Christians  who 
were  fighting  for  the  rights  of  manhood 
and  womanhood.  The  nations  of  Europe 
who  had  power  to  deal  with  this  matter 
should  be  given  to  understand  that  in 
any  attempt  to  liberate  the  people  of 
Macedonia  they  would  have  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  people  and  the  Government 
of  this  country.  He  hoped  the  Prime 
Minister  would  find  it  consistent  with 
his  duty  to  make  a  statement  diff'erent 
from  that  made  a  few  days  ago,  which 
would  give  Bulgarians  some  hope  of  a 
restoration  of  peace. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  said  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Scotland  Division 
of  Liverpool  had  not  in  the  least  exag- 
gerated the  condition  of  things  in 
Macedonia  not  only  at  the  present 
time,  but  for  many  years  past.  The 
record  of  the  Turkish  Empire  since  the 

3  B  ^  T 
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Treaty  of  Berlin  was  a  terrible  one. 
Nobody  except  those  who  had  followed 
events  in  Asiatic  Turkey  and  Macedonia 
since  1886  had  any  idea  of  the  horrors 
which  had  been  daily  going  on  under 
Turkish  Government  in  nearly  all  the 
provinces  inhabited  by  Christians,  especi- 
ally in  those  parts  most  removed  from 
Western  knowledge,  such  as  the  interior 
of  Asia  Minor  and  Macedonia.  The 
Piime  Minister  sated  the  other  day 
that — "  Historic  truth  required  us  to  lay  the 
balance  of  criminality  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  revolutionary  bands." 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  K)  was  under- 
stood to  deny  the  statement. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  he  would 
read  the    passage ;    it   was    from    The 

**  Historical  tmth  requires  us  to  say  that 
the  balance  of  criminality  lies  rather  on  the 
revolutionary  hands  than  on  the  Turkish 
Government." 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  understood  that 
to  be  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  balance  of  criminality 
could  only  be  decided  by  the  tribunal  of 
Infinite  justice ;  it  was  not  for  Parliament 
to  decide.  At  aU  events,  when  the  balance 
of  criminality  came  to  be  ultimately 
awarded,  some  share  of  responsibility 
would  lie  upon  those  who  had  kept 
these  regions  under  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment. If  the  Treaty  of  San  Stefano  had 
been  carried  out,  the  regions  in  which 
most  of  these  horrors  had  been  going 
on  in  European  Turkey  would  have  been 
removed  from  the  rule  of  Turkey ;  and 
they  could  not  help  remembering  that 
the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  which  was  made 
the  subject  of  so  much  congratulation 
and  glorification,  was  the  means  of 
throwing  back  these  unhappy  people 
imder  the  dominion  of  Turkey.  They 
all  knew  that  Macedonia  would  follow 
Roumania,  Bulgaria,  Servia,  Greece,  and 
Crete,  and  would  be  emancipated  from 
the  rule  of  Turkey.  Surely  if  that  was 
to  be  so,  the  sooner  the  better.  Surely 
the  sooner  these  horrors  came  to  an  end 
the  better ;  and  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  say  that  he  had  no 
intention    of    accusing    him    of    being 

Mr.  Bryce. 


indifferent  to  the  present  terriWe  state 
of  affairs,  but  he  hoped  he  would  be 
able-  to  give  the  House  an  assurance 
that  the  influence  and  power  of  Great 
Britain  would  be  used  to  bring  this 
state  of  things  to  an  end  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  encourage  the  Powers 
responsible,  but  not  solely  responsible — 
for  we  were  also  responsible — to  take 
vigorous  and  prompt  measures  for  putting 
an  end  to  a  state  of  thines  under  which 
such  horrors  were  possiUe,  and  to  bring 
about  a  permanent  settlement  by  the 
elimination  of  Turkish  rule  from  the^ 
territories,  and  by  giving  the  people  a 
chance,  under  a  H^me  of  autonomy  and 
freedom,  of  obtaining  happiness  and 
prosperity. 

Passing  to  the  questions  raised  by  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Carnarvon, 
the  mistake  seemed  to  him  to  have  chiefly 
arisen  from  some  words  used  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Education  in  another 
place,  which  put  an  interpretation  on  the 
by-law  which,  he  thought,  it  did  not  bear, 
because  he  was  understood  to  mean  that 
the  local  authorities  or  the  Board  of 
Education  would  have  the  right  to  insi^ 
that,  wherever  a  child  was  withdrawn 
from  one  kind  of  reli&;ious  instruction, 
an  assurance  should  be  given  that  it 
should  receive  another  kind.  Surely 
there  was  nothing  in  the  by-law  to  justify 
such  a  statement. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  the  words  used  were 
'*  withdrawn  from  school  during  religious 
instruction.*' 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  that  he  understood 
the  passage  to  mean  that  a  child  must 
have  some  kind  of  religious  instruction, 
and  he  need  hardly  repeat  that  it  was 
perfectly  clear  that  the  right  of  a  parent 
to  withdraw  his  child  from  reli^ous 
instruction  was  absolute.  He  assumed 
that  the  hon.  Baronet  did  not  mean  to 
go  further  than  to  say  that  the  local 
eiducation  authority  was  to  be  satisfied 
that  the  withdrawal  was  a  hand  fide 
withdrawal  on  religious  grounds,  and 
not  a  withdrawal  in  order  that  the  child 
might  be  employed.  The  Board  of 
Education  would  require  to  watch  very 
carefully  the  operation  of  the  by-law  in 
order  to  see  that  it  was  not  misuaed 
or  used  to  interiere  with  the  right  of  the 
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parent  to  withdraw  his  child.  He 
understood  that  the  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  withdrew  the  intention  attri- 
buted to  the  Board  of  Education  of 
sanctioning  the  purchase  of  prayer  books 
ai^d  other  religious  books  by  the  local 
authority ;  but  what  was  the  position  1 
The  Board  of  Education  said  that  the 
local  authority  was  responsible  for  the 
efficiency  of  religious  teaching.  How 
could  it  be  if  it  had  no  control  over 
religious  teaching  ?  The  reUgious  teach- 
ing was  entirely  under  the  control  of 
the  denominational  managers,  and  the 
local  authority  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  He  was  informed  that  the  Gloucester- 
shire County  Council  was  a  strong  Tory 
body  with  a  large  Tory  Church  of 
England  majority  upon  it.  If  anybody 
was  disposed  to  throw  the  charge  of 
these  books  on  the  local  authority  they 
were,  but  that  Council  repudiated  this 
because  they  knew  if  the  local  authority 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  matter  it 
would  have  a  right  to  the  selection  of 
the  books.  It  was  quite  impossible  that 
this  matter  should  stand  as  it  was.  It 
could  not  be  said  in  the  same  breath 
that  the  control  of  religious  education  in 
the  non-provided  schools  was  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  sectarian  managers, 
and  also  that  the  local  authority  was 
responsibile  for  the  efficiency  of  religious 
education.  That  was  a  wholly  illogical 
position. 

With  regard  to  the  point  put  by  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Shields, 
it  was  quite  clear  that  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  an  Act  like  this  it  was  emi- 
nently desirable  that  the  utmost  possible 
care  should  be  taken  by  the  Depart- 
ments concerned,  especially  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  which  had  control 
over  the  rate  collectors,  and  the  Home 
Office,  which  had  control  over  the  police, 
to  secure  that  there  should  be  as  little 
friction  as  possible  in  the  administration 
of  the  Act.  He  believed  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Education  had  spoken  of 
the  passive  resistance  movement  as  a 
political  movement.  The  remarkable 
feature  of  the  movement  was,  not  that 
it  was  political,  but  that  it  had  engaged 
the  interest  and  sympathy  of  a  great 
number  of  people  belonging  to  both 
political  Parties,  and  also  of  people  who 
took  little  or  no  interest  in  Party  politics. 


The  Government  did  not  seem  aware  of 
the  nature  of  the  forces  they  were 
setting  in  motion  by  this  Act.  They 
had  seen  forces  set  in  motion  far  stronger 
than  any  of  them  expected  to  see,  and 
they  had  seen  a  state  of  things  produced 
which  had  not  been  seen  in  this  country 
before.  There  would  certainly  have  to 
be  further  legislation  on  this  subject. 
They  could  not  leave  the  question  of 
religious  instruction  and  other  parts  of 
the  educational  problem  in  their  present 
state,  and  no  Government  could  be  in 
power  in  this  country  without  dealing 
further  with  this,  matter.^  This  was  a 
movement  whiclTwould  make  any  Govern- 
ment feel  its  power  to  an  extent  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
realised.  With  regard  to  what  fell  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool,  he  might 
say  that  it  had  been  the  practice  to  claim 
Roman  Catholics  as  being  the  supporters 
through  thick  and  thin  of  this  policy, 
but  he  thought  he  was  right  in  saying 
that  even  Catholics  recognised  that  there 
were  serious  grievances  under  which  the 
Nonconformists  of  this  country  suffered. 

He  also  wished  to  allude  to  what  had 
been  said  in  another  place  as  to  our 
diplomatic  relations  with  Venezuela. 
The  House  of  Commons  would  remember 
the  dispute  they  had  with  Venezuela 
which  culminated  in  the  blockading  of 
her  coast,  and  which  on  the  3rd 
February  was  settled  by  a  protocol  in 
which  Venezuela  admitted  the  claims  of 
the  British  and  German  Governments, 
and  undertook  to  set  apart  30  per  cent, 
of  the  receipts  of  her  Customs  in  order 
to  meet  those  claims.  She  was  to  set 
apart  that  30  per  cent,  from  the 
30th  March  last,  and  it  was  further 
provided  that  the  rights  of  the  different 
creditors  of  Venezuela  were  to  be  deter- 
mined by  a  tribunal  sitting  at  The 
Hague.  The  settlement  come  to  with 
Venezuela  was  to  be  carried  through  by 
the  protocol  of  7th  May,  and  he  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
terms  of  that  protocol.  The  first  article 
decided  the  question  whether  Great 
Britain,  Germany,  and  Italy  were  entitled' 
to  preferential  treatment  of  their  claims 
against  Venezuela,  and  it  said  that, 
Venezuela  having  agreed  to  set  apart 
30  per  cent,  of  the  Customs  revenue,  the 
tribunal  at  The  Hague  should  determine 
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how  it  should  be  divided  between 
the  Powers.  Article  III.  provided  that 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  was  to  be  asked 
to  name  three  arbiters  to  constitute 
a  tribunal  to  meet  on  1st  September. 
It  Mss  further  provided  that  other 
nations  having  claims  against  Venezuela 
might  join  in  the  arbitration  in  order 
to  have  their  say  on  the  question  how  far 
the  Customs  revenue  set  apart  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  three  Powers 
named.  This  protocol  was  intended  to 
be  a  complete  and  final  settlement  of  the 
case.  The  House  would  notice  that  it 
was  an  agreement  made  between  Great 
Britain  and  Venezuela  which  was  abso- 
lutely final  as  between  them,  without  re- 
quiring the  concurrence  of  any  of  the  other 
Powers.  He  desired  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment what  steps  had  been  taken  to  carry 
out  the  protocol.  Would  they  also  state 
whether  he  was  correctly  informed  that  up 
to  now  Venezuela  had  paid  30  per  cent,  of 
the  Customs  revenues  into  the  bank  ?  He 
further  asked  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  had  applied  to  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  to  nominate  the  tribunal  of 
three.  He  understood  that  Venezuela 
and  the  United  States  were  acting  in 
conjunction  in  the  matter.  The  House 
would  remember  that  Venezuela  was 
almost  under  tutelage  in  this  matter.  At 
any  rate,  the  United  States  had  applied  to 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  nominate  the 
three  arbiters.  Had  the  British  (Jovem- 
ment  joined  in  the  application  ?  He  pre- 
sumed they  had  not  yet  done  so,  or  the 
House  would  have  heard  of  it.  Some- 
thing was  said  on  the  subject  in  another 
place  yesterday,  and  he  could  not  clearly 
gather  whether  the  Government  had 
addressed  this  application  to  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  or  not.  If  they  bad  not  done 
so,  he  should  like  to  know  why.  What 
was  the  reason  of  the  delay,  and  what 
would  happen  if  the  tribunal  was  not 
ready  to  act  on  Ist  September  1  Vene- 
zuela's engagements  appeared  to  be  con- 
ditioned on  the  action  of  the  tribunal. 
Had  Germany  made  a  parallel  agreement  ? 
Was  she  goin^  to  ask  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  to  appoint  a  tribimal  ?  How  far 
,  was  Germany's  action  or  inaction  affect- 
ing our  action  ?  It  was  desirable  to  avoid 
all  risks  of  keeping  open  a  transaction 
which  was  not  only  troublesome  with  re- 
gard to  Venezuela,  but  might  involve  the 
possibilities  of  friction  with  the  United 
States. 
Mr,  Bryce. 


He  had  one  other  word  to  say  before 
sitting  down.  He  was  aware  that  he 
could  not,  under  the  Speaker's  ruling  on 
the  Second  Reading,  discuss  the  merits 
of  our  fiscal  policy,  but  he  desired,  with- 
in the  limits  of  that  ruling,  to  refer  to 
the  tables  of  figures  bearing  on  British 
trade,  which  they  were  now  told  would 
be  published  within  a  month  from  now. 
A  month  ago  the  Prime  Minister  said  he 
expected  to  present  them  before  the 
House  rose.  The  other  day  he  told  the 
House  that  they  had  been  received  by 
the  Cabinet — how  long  ago  did  not 
appear — but  they  could  not  yet  be 
published  because  it  was  necessary  to 
verify  the  figures  and  correct  the 
proofe.  The  correction  of  proofs  could 
not  affect  the  broad  results.  The  case  on 
which  some  members  of  the  Cabinet 
relied  to  settle  their  minds  must  be  in- 
dependent  of  the  correctness  of  the 
additions  of  columns  of  figures  or  a 
slight  alteration  in  the  details,  and  thers 
would  be  those  who  would  think  that 
surely  something  might  have  been  done, 
having  regard  to  the  expectations  raised 
on  14th  July,  to  accelerate  the  correction 
of  those  proofs  and  the  publication  of 
the  reports,  so  that  Members  of  the 
House  might  have  had  them  in  their 
hands  before  they  separated.  With  the 
receipt  by  the  Government  of  these 
figures  and  tables,  which  they  bad  now 
in  their  hands,  the  last  plea  for  a  longer 
maintenance  of  what  he  might  call  this 
farcical  inquiry  disappeared.  The 
Government  might  now  at  once  decide 
upon  the  question  which  lay  before 
them,  and  those  who  were  still  halting 
between  two  opinions  might  let  an  im- 
patient country  know  where  the  CaUnet 
stood  in  this  matter.  He  was  astonished 
at  the  position  in  which  they  1^  the 
Government  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of 
the  country  for  the  next  six  months  as 
this  Bill  enabled  them  to  do.  They  saw, 
as  they  never  saw  before,  a  member  of 
the  Government  assailing  through  the 
Press,  and  apparently  prepared  to  aasail 
on  the  platform,  a  policy  which  many 
of  his  colleagues  approved,  while  the 
head  of  the  Government,  the  Leader  of 
the  House,  refused  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  supremely  important  dis- 
cussion, except  under  conditions  which 
would   deprive  that   discussion  of   the 
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greatest  part  of  its  value.  This  en- 
forced silence  was  not  only  a  humUiation 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  it  was  also 
an  injury,  and  a  novel  injury,  to  the 
working  of  the  Constitution  of  the  land. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  the 
kind  of  criticism  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  indulged  towards  the  end 
of  his  speech  is  extremely  absurd.  As 
the  House  very  well  knows,  public  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  fiscal  problems, 
not  for  the  first  time,  but  to  a  degree — I 
quite  admit — which  has  not  been  reached 
before.  Nothing  that  I  know  of  has 
been  said  by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
which  that  Minister  had  not  himself  said 
on  some  pre\ious  occasion ;  and  it  is  only 
that  the  matter  has  taken  a  deep  hold  on 
public  opinion,  which  has  led,  I  suppose, 
to  that  kind  of  criticism  of  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  just  given  us  a 
specimen.  I  deny  that  anything  I  have 
done  has  interfered  with  the  liberty  of  j 
the  House  in  the  smallest  degree,  or  has,  , 
in  the  smallest  degree,  touched  our  in- 1 
herent  right  of  public  criticism.  I 

Mr.   BRYN    ROBERTS   (Carnarvon-! 
shire,  Eifion) :  You  refused  a  day  for  the 
discussion.  I 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Am  I  to  give  [ 
a  day  for  an v thing  any  hen.  Member  | 
would  like  to  discuss  1 

I 
Mr.   ROBSON:    Why   have  not  the 
Papers  been  laid  on  the  Table  ?  | 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  the  Papers  j 
had  been  laid  it  would  not  have  altered  I 
the  case  for  discussion  in  the  least.  There  | 
is  no  pending  question  before  the  House,  | 
and,  what  is  more,  there  never  will  be  a  i 
pending  question  during  the  life  of  the  ' 
g-esent  Parliament.  Why,  then,  is  the  \ 
House  to  be  compelled  to  hurry  on,  I 
before  the  proofs  can  be  corrected,  a  | 
discussion  on  certain  Board  of  Trade ; 
Returns ;  in  view  of  what  decision  ?  No  ' 
decision  that  this  House  can  ever  be  i 
asked  to  take.  I 


Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR :  Then  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  abandons  his  high  con- 
stitutional doctrine,  and  it  is  simply  an 
obiter  dictwn  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary  upon  which  he  bases 
his  application. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :   I  base  it  on  both, 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR :  I  will  not  con- 
tinue that  branch  of  the  subject.  But, 
before  leaving  it,  I  must  remark  that  I 
have  never  yet  heard  so  absurd  a  sugges- 
tion made  in  this  House  as  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  should  be  required  to 
publish  elaborate  statistical  tables,  before 
they  can  be  corrected  ;  or  that  we  should 
be  called  upon  to  give  our  own  rough 
impression  of  what  they  contain  in  antici- 
pation of  their  publication  ;  and  that  not 
with  a  view  to  any  immediate  action  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  or  of  any  politican 
in  the  House.  So  much  for  the  printing 
of  these  Retinms,  which  I  hope  hon. 
Gentleman  will  have  at  no  very  distant 
date,  and  which  I  can  assure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  we  have  every  desire  to 
publish  as  soon  as  possible.  Then  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  me  about 
Venezuela.  I  do  not  quite  know  what 
he  has  at  the  back  of  his  mind  that 
induced  him  to  make  the  rather  long 
appeal  to  me,  of  which  I  do  not  complain, 
but  which  I  am  unable  to  understand.  It 
is  perfectly  tnie  there  has  been  some  more 
or  less  unexpected  delay  in  the  steps  pre- 
liminary to  the  sitting  of  the  tribunal  at 
The  Hague.  This,  however,  is  not  due 
to  the  action  of  Germany,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  suggest. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  did  not  suggest  it. 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR:  Then  why 
drag  in  Germany  1  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  most  inaccurately  observed 
that  in  his  judgment  Germany  dictated 
the  policy  of  this  country. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  I  did  not  say  that.  I 
said  you  keep  in  very  close  touch  with 
Germany. 


Mr.  BRYCE: 
discussion. 


We  were  invited  to  a  i 


Mr.   a.   j.   BALFOUR:    I  have  no 
objection  to  that  statement  at  all.     So 
i  far  as  I  know  Germany  is  taking  on  her 
'  part  a  parallel  course  to  that  which  we 
{  are  taking  on  ours.     Though   there  has 
Mr.  BRYCE  :   By  the  principal  mover  ]  been  a  delay  I  do  not  think  it  is  due  at 
in  this  matter.  all  to  our  actions,  or  to  Germany's  action. 


Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR :  Not  by  me. 
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It  is  rather  due  to  the  fact  that  France 
and  Spain  raise  some  objection  to  English 
being  the  language  which  was  to  be  used 
in  the  proce^ings  at  The  Hague.  It 
has  been  arranged,  and  very  properly 
and  satisfactorily  arranged,  that  the 
tribunal  itself  shall  decide  what  is  to 
be  its  language  and  what  its  pro- 
cedure. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
appears  to  suppose,  in  the  first  place, 
that  there  is  very  little  chance  of  the 
tribunal  sitting  on  1st  September;  and 
that,  in  the  second  place,  if  it  did  not 
sit  on  1st  September  Venezuela  would  be 
released  from  her  engagements  to  the 
Powers: 

Mr.  BRYCE:  I  carefully  avoided 
saying  that.  I  only  want  to  know  what 
the  Government  think  as  to  her  posi- 
tion. 

Mk,  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  may  feel  quite  easy  on  that 
point.  Venezuela  will  not  be  released.  In 
any  case  I  do  not  think  the  contingency 
will  arise,  as  I  have  every  hope  that  the 
tribunal  will  sit  on  1st  September.  The 
Powers  have  requested  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  to  name  the  members  of  the 
general  tribunal  who  are  to  take  part  in 
this  particular  judicial  transaction,  and  I 
believe  the  tribunal  will  be  at  work  on 
the  date  contemplated. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  When  was  that  request 
made? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  was  quite 
recently,  but  I  cannot  give  the  exact 
date. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  Was  it  within  the  last 
few  days  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  so. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  an 
excursion  into  the  education  question,  in 
which  I  do  not  think  I  need  follow  him. 
fie  told  us  that  we  had  not  foreseen  the 
strength  and  magnitude  of  the  forces 
which  have  been  aroused  by  the  attempt 
to  deal  in  a  broad  manner  with  the  prob- 
lems of  education  in  this  country.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  mistaken  on  that 
point.  My  own  view  is  that  the  prob- 
lem of  education  could  not,  in  justice  to 
the  country,  be  deferred,  and  that  it 
could  not  be  dealt  with  without  raising 

Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour, 


religious  difficulties.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  carefully  abstained— and  I  am 
glad  he  did  so — from  saying  a  word  in 
commendation  of  what  is  known  as  the 
passive  resistance  movement,  a  movement 
of  which  I  will  only  say  that  I  am  now, 
and  have  always  been,  astonished  at  the 
want  of  logic  which  it  displays,  because 
the  very  persons  who  are  engaged  in  tlua 
movement  on  the  ground  that  under  the 
Education  Act  of  last  year  public  money 
is  used  for  teaching  religious  doctrines 
with  which  they  disagree,  are  the  first  to 
insist  that  public  money  shall  be  spent  in 
teaching  in  the  schools  religion  with 
which  they  do  agree.  The  passive  re- 
sisters  are  the  very  first  to  insist  that 
rates  should  be  paid  for  that  purpose. 
How  they  can  reconcile  thdr  positioD 
with  the  elementary  principles  of  logic 
I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  under- 
stand. 

I  go  now   to  the  question  of  Eastern 
Europe.    The  few  words  which  I  said  the 
other  day  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Appropriation  Bill  have  been  very  severely 
criticised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Scot- 
land Division  of  Liverpool  as  being  per- 
functory and  inadequate.  I  do  not  suggest 
for  a  moment  that  I  attempted  in  that 
speech  to  traverse  the  long,  bloodstained, 
and  tragic  history  of  the  Eastern  question. 
I  did  not  even  go   back  to  the  days  of 
Lord     Beaconsfield,    to    which    neither 
the  hon.  Gentleman  nor  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  could  refrain  from 
referring.      I   think  very  scant  justice 
has  been  done  by  persons  of  the  way  of 
thinking  of  the  right   hon    Gentleman 
opposite    to  the   great    task  that    was 
performed      by       Lord      Beaconsfield's 
Government  in  preserving  the  peace  of 
Europe.     But  I  am  not  going    to    deal 
with  the  question  now,  nor  am   I  going 
to    ask    the    House    to    endeavour   to 
apportion  the  responsibility  among    the 
various  historical  causes  which   for  cen« 
turies  have  been  at  work,    and   wliich 
have  led  to  the  present  disastrous  con- 
dition  of  Macedonia.    If  you  are  going 
to   begin  at   any  time   in  that  history, 
had    you    not  better  at   once  go    back 
to    the    original    divisions    among    the 
Christians  of  Eastern  Europe,  divisions 
not    yet    healed,    without    which      the 
Turks  would   never  have  been  there  at 
all,    and  which,  had  they  been    healed 
even     in    recent     times,     I   think    the 
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present  condition  of  things  in  Mace- 
donia would  not  have  arisen  ?  I 
grieve  to  say  that  these  divisions  among 
Christians,  dating  back  for  many  cen- 
turies, have  not  been  healed,  and  they 
are  still  producing  the  same  balefiil 
results  in  the  twentieth  century  as  in 
the  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  and  sixteenth 
centuries.  When  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Scotland  Division  tells  me  that  I  am 
historically  inaccurate  in  the  account  of 
affairs  in  Macedonia  which  1  gave  the 
other  day,  let  me  respectfully  retort  on 
him  and  say  that  he  has  not  really 
grasped  one  of  the  deepest  sources  of 
mischief  ^t  the  present  moment  in  Mace- 
donia, which  is,  that  the  Christians  are 
not  united  in  the  praiseworthy  object 
of  obtaining  an  amelioration  of  their 
wretched  lot  and  an  improvement  in  the 
Turkish  administration,  but  that  their 
methods  of  barbarism  are  directed  against 
each  other.  It  is  not  the  Turk  alone, 
deep  as  is  his  guilt,  who  is  responsible 
for  the  present  miserable  condition  of 
Macedonia. 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  I  think  it  is 
the  Turkish  rule  that  has  produced  it. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  these  Christian  dissensions  ex- 
isted before  tie  Turks  came  there.  It 
is  that  the  Turks  came  there  because  of 
these  dissensions,  rather  than  that  these 
dissensions  are  due  to  anything  which  I 
can  discover  the  Turks  have  done.  To 
represent  what  is  going  on  in  Macedonia 
now  as  simply  a  quarrel  between  Turk 
and  Christian  is  wholly  to  misunderstand 
the  situation ;  and,  while  I  have  never 
said  a  word  that  could  be  twisted  even 
by  political  animosity  into  anything  but 
the  deepest  horror  and  reprobation  of 
those  dreadful  deeds  which  have  been 
done  by  Turkish  officials  and  Turkish 
soldiers,  it  is  folly  to  forget  that  Christians 
have  been  committing  during  the  last 
few  years  atrocities  on  Christians,  and 
that  it  is  not  simply  to  deal  with  the 
Turks  that  these  Bulgarian  bands  are 
ravaging  the  country,  not  simply  even 
to  enlist  the  sympathy  of  Europe,  but 
to  drive  or  persecute  Christians  differing 
from  themselves  into  the  fold  of  their 
own  special  form  of  orthodoxy. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  That  is  not  the  case. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  say  it  is  the 
case. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
race  hostility,  but  the  state,  of  things  is 
not  primarily  due  to  religious  animosity. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  never  used 
the  word  primarily.  But  what  the 
Government  have  got  to  do  is  not  to 
endeavour  to  apportion  the  blame  be- 
tween those  that  are  responsible,  but  to 
improve  the  condition  of  things  that 
exist  in  Macedonia.  And  how  is  that 
end  to  be  accomplished  ?  We  are  of 
opinion  that  the  best  chance  of  accom- 
plishing a  most  difficult  task  is  by  sup- 
porting the  two  Governments  most 
nearly  concerned  in  this  matter  in  their 
endeavours  to  improve  the  Turkish  ad- 
ministration in  that  part  of  Eastern 
Europe.  That  is  the  poUcy  of  His 
Majesty's  Government.  I  cannot  imagine 
anybody  thinking  it  would  be  an  im- 
provement on  that  policy  if  we  were  to 
bring  in  all  the  signatories  of  the  Treaty 
of  BerUn,  to  let  them  oust  from  the 
position  of  leadership  Austria  and 
Russia,  and  take  the  thing  in  hand  them- 
selves. It  is  difficult  enough  for  two 
Powers  to  do  it ;  the  difficulty  would  be 
augmented  with  every  new  Power  that 
takes  a  leading  part  in  the  matter  ;  and 
I  am  convinced  that  Europe  is  doing  the 
best  it  can  for  the  interests  of  those  popu- 
lations by  giving  all  the  support  which  it 
is  able  to  give  to  the  Governments  most 
nearly  concerned,  most  competent  to 
deal  with  it,  and  who  have,  by  their 
mere  geographical  situation,  the  deepest 
interest  in  the  reasonable  Government  of 
the  Balkan  Peninsula,  and  the  most 
urgent  motives  for  preventing  the  con- 
flagration from  spreading  to  any  wider 
area.  The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
apparently  tried  to  revive  the  old  passions 
raised  by  the  Bulgarian  atrocities  of 
twenty-five  or  twenty  seven  years  ago. 
I  do  not  think,  if  he  desires  to  make 
political  capital  out  of  it,  that  he  will 
succeed. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  do  not  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  entitled  to 
make  that  observation.  I  want  to  pro- 
tect the  Christians  of  Macedonia.  That 
is  my  only  object. 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  glad  to 
have  that  disclaimer.  Then  he  and  I 
are,  in  that,  perfectly  at  one.  I 
gathered  from  the  strictures  he  passed  on 
former  Conservative  Administrations  and 
comments  he  passed  on  some  observations 
of  mine  the  other  day,  that  his  object 
was  not  absolutely  an  unmixed  one, 
though  I  never  doubted  his  sincere  de- 
sire to  ameliorate  the  lot  oi  this  un- 
happy people.  The  Government  share 
that  object.  They  have  no  stronger 
desire  than  to  see  good  government 
established  in  regions  which,  one  might 
almost  say,  have  hardly  known  it  in  re- 
cent historical  times,  and  whose  lot  has 
certainly  not  improved  with' the  march 
of  civilisation  in  more  favoured  regions. 
1  have  explained  to  the  House  the  way 
in  which  we  think  that  end  can  best  be 
attained.  I  do  not  gather  from  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite 
that  they  dissent  from  us  in  that  view, 
iind  if  we  are  agreed  upon  the  end  and 
upon  the  means,  I  do  not  think  there  is 
much  room  for  any  exchange  of  un- 
friendly compliment  between  the  two 
sides  of  the  House.  I  have  now  traversed 
the  whole  ground,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  any  Question  has  been  left 
unanswered. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) asked  if  the  full  text  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  Colonial  Conference  was 
to  be  published. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  that  the 
replies  of  the  Colonial  Premiers  had  not 
yet  been  received ;  but  the  Government 
had  no  objection  whatever  to  the  course 
suggested. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old 
ham) :  I  do  not  think  that  the  House 
will  be  inclined  to  agree  with  the  Prime 
Minister  that  he  has  done  nothing  to 
restrict  the  liberty  of  debate  in  this 
House.  I  will  not,  however,  question 
that  point  further ;  but,  whatever  views 
may  be  entertained  regarding  the  action 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  it  is  certain 
that  our  rules  leave  us  in  a  position  of 
very  little  liberty;  and  I  venture  to 
assert  that  if  our  rules  had  been  in  force 
in  the  Roman  Senate  it  would  have  been 
perfectly  impossible  and  the 


Mr.  speaker  :  The  question  of  the 
rules  of  the  House  do  not  arise  on  the 
Appropriation  BilL 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  :  I  did 
not  intend,  in  any  way,  to  comment  on 
your  decision,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  merdy 
to  point  out  in  one  sentence  the  difficulty 
under  which  we  labour.  I  have.  Sir, 
studied,  with  the  greatest  attention,  the 
ruling  you  gave  on  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Appropriation  Bill ;  andl  can  assure 
you  Sir,  that  in  the  very  few  remarks 
I  will  address  to  the  House  I  shall 
confine  myself  within  its  strictest  limits. 
It  is  perfectly  reasonable  on  the  part  of 
the  Prime  Minister  not  to  publish  infor- 
mation collected  by  Departments  of  the 
State  until  it  is  carefully  checked  and 
verified  and  until  he  and  his  colleagues 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  considering 
it.  That  is  a  course  which  ou^ht  to 
commend  itself  to  the  House.  What  we 
complain  of  in  regard  to  this  inquiry 
is  not  the  collection  of  materials  and  the 
digestion  of  evidence;  we  complain  of 
the  wild  and  prematiu-e  speeches  of 
Ministers  committing  the  country  appar- 
ently to  a  great  change.  We  would 
venture  to  suggest  that  it  would  have 
been  a  very  good  thing  if  the  numerous 
leaflets  of  the  Birmingham  Tariff  Com- 
mittee had  also  been  kept  in  a  state  of 
*•  advance  proof  "  until  the  inquiry  had 
been  completed,  and  until  the  figures 
could  have  been  carefully  checked  by  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  and  by  competent 
officials.  In  that  case,  the  Free  Food 
League,  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gren  tie- 
man  behind  me  is  so  much  interested, 
need  not  have  come  into  existence ;  and 
we  would  all  have  been  spared  a  great 
deal  of  trouble. 

What  is  the  position  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  placed  by  these  premature 
disclosures.  We  know  that  some  members 
of  the  Cabinet  are  said  to  entertain  a  very 
strong  opinion  that  the  result  of  the 
inquiry  will  be  fatal  to  free  trade. 
We  believe  that  they  are  perfectly  sincere 
and  that  they  are  ready  to  sacrifice 
their  political  position.  We  believe,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  there  is  another 
portion  of  the  Cabinet  not  lets  willing  to 
make  great  sacrifices,  who  believe  the 
contrary.  But  the  class  of  Cabinet 
Minister   who  appear    to  me  to  claim 
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most  sympathy  from  the  House  in  oonse- 
quence  of  this  inquiry  are  under  neither 
of  these  two  headings.    They  are  a  class 
of  right  hon.  Gentlemen — all  goodmen,all 
honest  men— whoare  ready  to  make  great 
saorifices   for   their  opinions,   but  they 
haye  no  opinions.    They  are  ready   to 
die  for  the  truth,  if  they   only  knew 
what  the  truth  was.    Their  opinions  are 
only    in   the   "advance   proof"  stage; 
and    will    be'  carefully    corrected    and 
revised   by  the  Prime  Minister  before 
they   are  actually  made  public;  and   I 
do  not  think  that  the  House  ought  to 
separate  without   expressing  sympathy 
with  these  right  hon.  Gentlemen.    They 
are  weary  of  office ;  thev  wish  anything 
wouH   relieve  them   of  its   cares,   but 
their  patriotic   duty    obliges   them    to 
remain,  although  they  have  no  opinions 
to  offer,  holding  their  position  undecided 
and  yet  unflinching,  like  George  II.   at 
the  Battle  of  Dettingen,  sanspeur  et  sans 
avis.      Either  the  inquiry  in  its  result 
will    be     favourable    to    the    Colonial 
Secretary  or  it  will  not.     In  either  case 
there  will  be  a  difficulty.    If  the  inquiry 
is  unfavourable  to  the  Colonial   Secre- 
tary, after  the  very  strong  opinions  he 
has  expressed  it  seems  to  me  he  will  be 
in  a  very  difficult  position.     If  on  the 
other  hand  the  result  of  the  inquiry  is 
favourable  to  his  opinions,  if  the  Board 
of  Trade  has  collected  facts  and  figures 
which  show  that  our  position  is  entirely 
wrong,  that  we   are  rapidly  degenerat- 
ing into  ruin,  that  we  are  overrun  by  the 
foreigner,   and   that    our    colonies  will 
desert  us,  then  the  Prime  Minister  will 
be  in  a   very  difficult  position,  because 
then   a  very  revolutionary  change  will 
naturally    follow.      I     would    venture 
to  remind  my  right   hon.    friend — and 
it  is  the  principal  reason  for  my  ventur- 
ing to  obtrude  on  the  House— that  he 
has  given  very  distinct  and  very  definite 
pledges  in  this  respect  of  the  Party.    I 
would  remind  him  of  the  words  he  used 
only  a  year  ago,  when   he  received  the 
Leadership    of  the    greatest   and    most 
powerful  political  instrument  created  for 
a  hundred  years  in  this  country.    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  speaking  on  that 
occasion    with    all  deUberation    to   his 
supporters,  said — 

'*  As  for  the  question  of  policy,  I  need  hardly 
tell  yoa  that  the  policy  of  the  Unionist  Party 
remains  now  as  it  always  has  been."  '  I 


[Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour  :  Hear,  hear.]  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  cheers  Uiat  I 
wish  we  could  attach  hope  to  that  cheer. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  added — 

"If  a  change  there  must  be  in  the  head- 
quarters staff  responsible  for  carrying  on  the 
operations,  there  is  no  change  in  these  opera- 
tions or  in  the  methods  by  which  these 
operations  can  alone  be  obtained." 

I  earnestly  hope  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  not  forget  these  words ; 
and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  suggest 
that  if  the  inquiry  results  in  a  violent 
and  revolutionary  change,  he  will  find 
himself  in  a  difficult  position. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR: 
right. 


I  shall  be  all 


Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL :  I  hope 
that  interruption  is  intended  to  give  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  supporters  real 
comfort,  and  not  merely  to  indicate  that 
when  the  occasion  arises  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  mental  adlity  will  be  equal 
to  the  greatest  difficulty.  Parliament  is 
now  separating.  Is  this  House  of 
Commons  ever  going  to  meet  again  t  It 
is  very  important  to  establish  that  fact. 
Will  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  give  us  a 
pledge  that  this  Parliament  wiU  meet 
again  1  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not 
give  us  that  pledge ;  he  has  no  power  to 
give  us  that  pledge.  A  doubt,  an 
unworthy  doubt,  has  sometimes  come 
across  my  mind.  I  have  sometimes 
doubted  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's policy  has  been  so  disingenuous, 
so  haphazard,  so  dictated  by  circum- 
stances beyond  his  control,  as  I  would 
gladly  believe,  whether  in  fact  it  is 
merely  a  serious  and  honest,  but  a  some- 
what undignified,  attempt  to  keep  the 
Cabinet  together  rather  than  a  tactical 
defJoyment  to  commit  a  great  Party  to 
a  new  policy  against  which  its  instinct 
revolts  and  distrusts^— a  policy  which  in 
the  minds  of  the  wisest  and  oldest  coun- 
sellors in  its  ranks  would  lead  to  ruin 
and  failure,  whether  it  is  an  attempt  to 
coax  the  Party  over  difficult  ground, 
and  to  commit  it  to  a  position  which, 
had  there  been  full  opportunity  of 
debate,  the  Party  would  have  repudiated. 
I  cannot  hold  to  that  view,  because  to 
do  so  would  be  to  say  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  been  guilty  of  bad 
faith     to    his     followers   and    friends. 
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Therefore  I  put  that  doubt  aside. 
But  he  said  that  if  the  result  of  all 
these  Parliamentary  manoeuvres  as  to 
this  "inquiry"  should  be  that  this 
Parliament  was  gcJng  to  a  general 
election  in  November,  either  with  or 
without  the  right  hon.  Grentleman's  will, 
and  if  an  electoral  decision  was  given 
which  inflicted  widespread  and  lasting 
injury  and  ruin  on  the  Conservative 
Party,  then  there  might  be  those  who 
would  arise  and  attribute  designs  to  the 
various  incidents  by  which  that  result 
had  been  attained,  and  they  would  be 
much  less  ready  to  believe  that  they 
were  serious  and  honest  makeshifts  to 
tide  over  a  very  difficult  situation.  But 
there  was  one  protest  which  must  be 
made.  The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Greenwich  complained  the  other  day 
that  the  inquiry  had  given  rise  to 
novel  Cabinet  proceedings  and  prece- 
dents of  Ministerial  responsibility.  He 
had  nothing  to  add  to  these  words  of 
his  noble  friend.  But  there  was  one 
other  constitutional  point  which  the 
Conservative  Party  might  well  consider. 
A  deliberate  attempt  was  being  made  to 
exchange  discussion  in  the  House  for 
discussion  in  the  country.  Discussion 
in  the  country  might  be  good  and  en- 
lightening; but  to  change  the  venue 
from  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  the 
political  platforms  all  over  the  country 
was  not  the  method  of  the  statesman, 
but  of  the  demagogue;  and  it  was  a 
method  against  which  the  Conservative 
Party  of  all  Parties  in  the  world  ought 
to  protest.  But  in  registering  that 
protest,  in  order  that  it  might  not  be 
misunderstood,  he  would  say  at  once 
that  those  who  took  the  free  trade  view 
of  this  controversy  did  not  in  the  least 
shrink  from  the  discussion  under  any 
conditions  the  Government  might  pre- 
scribe or  in  any  localities  they  might 
select.  They  might  object  to  the 
methods  employed,  which  were  un- 
constitutional, and  they  might  protest 
against  a  practice  which  they  knew  to 
be  unusual ,  but  this  year  or  next  year, 
in  ParUament  or  in  the  country,  they 
would  be  perfectly  ready  to  meet  the 
Colonial  Secretary  on  the  issue  he  had 
raised,  confident  that,  in  their  appeal  to 
he  wisest  democracy  in  the  world,  right 
and  reason  would  prevail. 
Mr.  Winston  Chnrchill. 


Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (CornwAll, 
Camborne)  said  it  seemed  to  be  their  duty 
to  consider  whether  it  was  right  to  trust 
the  enormous  sums  involved  in  this  Bill  to 
those  who  were  going  to  have  theadminis- 
stration  of  it.  The  Gt>vemment  had  to 
administer  the  law  and  they  were  also 
the  persons  who  had  to  bring  forward 
a  policy.  It  was  a  very  difficult  matter 
for  the  Prime  Minister  to  carry  out  a 
policy  when  he  had  tiot  got  one. 
The  Government  appeared  to  be  at  the 
present  moment  absorbed  in  a  search 
after  truth  which  left  them   no    time 

?roperly  to  carry  out  their  other  duties, 
he  Government  were  anxious  inquirers 
but  inefficient  administrators.  In  this 
Bill  they  were  proposing  to  expend  a 
certain  amount  of  money  to  educate  the 
Government,  and  teach  them  on  a 
great  question  of  policy.  They  could 
not  deal  with  that  question  of  policy 
to-day,  but  they  could  say  they  did 
not  want  an  inquiry.  They  had  been 
inquiring  into  the  policy  for  sixty  years, 
and  were  quite  satisfied  with  it.  They 
objected  to  the  public  funds  being  ex- 
pended in  simply  teaching  the  Govern- 
ment what  they  ought  to  have  known 
before.  The  Government  were  in  a 
very  extraordinary  position.  There  had 
been  all  sorts  of  Governments  in  this 
country.  There  had  been  bad  GU)vem- 
ments  with  a  good  policy,  and  good 
Governments  with  a  bad  policy,  but  this 
was  the  first  bad  Government  he  had 
ever  heard  of  which  had  no  policy  at  alL 
Nobody  in  that  House  more  admired  the 
mental  agility  and  charming  dexterity 
with  which  the  Prime  Minister  met  all 
attacks  upon  him  and  his  policy,  but  still 
that  did  not  give  them  confidence.  If 
Mr.  Speaker  for  his  well-earned  holiday 
went  for  a  voyage  in  a  ship  and  asked 
the  captain  whtre  he  was  going,  he 
would  not  be  very  well  satisfied  if 
the  captain  said  he  did  not  know. 
That  is  just  the  position  with  regard  to 
the  Prime  Minister  on  one  of  the  most 
important  questions  that  could  engage 
their  attention.  He  reminded  the  House 
of  the  British  Ambassador  who,  in  a  des- 
patch wrote  "  some  say  the  Pretender  is 
dead  and  some  say  be  is  alive.  For  my 
part  I  believe  neither."  That  was  the 
exact  position  of  the  Prime  Minister  who 
in  effect  said  "Some  say  free  trade  is 
good  and  some  say  it  is  bad,  but  for,  my 
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part  I  believe  neither."  It  was  an  admir- 
able attitude  for  a  philosopher  but  fatal 
for  a  Premier.  Mr.  Arthur  Chamberlain 
said,  the  other  day — 

*•  The  present  Government  becomes  every 
day  more  immoral,  more  retrograde  and 
more  dangerous  to  the  material,  mental,  and 
moral  welfare  of  the  people." 

That  came  from  Birmingham  and  what 
Birmingham  said  to-day  England  would 
say  to-morrow.  All  he  could  say  was 
that  the  sooner  England  said  it  the  better 
it  would  be  for  its  welfare,  happiness  and 
prosperity. 

Mr.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.)  reminded 
the  House  that  recently  the  Govern- 
ment appointed  a  Commission  in  Ireland 
to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the 
Irish  workhouses.  At  the  time  Irish 
Members  pointed  out  that,  in  regard  to 
the  composition  of  that  Commission, 
they  thought  they  had  been  very  un- 
fairly treated.  Two  Governn^ent  officials 
were  appointed  to  represent  the  official 
side,  and  one  of  the  hon.  Members  for 
Tyrone,  who  did  not  represent  the 
Irish  Party,  was  the  third  member  of 
the  Commission.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man might  say  it  was  too  late  to  do 
anything  to  alter  the  composition  of 
the  Commission,  because  it  had  already 
commence rl  its  work.  He  complained 
that  no  information  appeared  to  be 
forthcoming  as  to  where  the  inquiries 
of  the  Commission  were  going  to  be 
held.  Careful  inquiry  was  necessary, 
because  he  knew  of  policemen  in  receipt 
of  substantial  salaries  who  went  into 
Irish  workhouses  on  the  plea  of  being 
sick,  but  really  for  the  sake  of  taking 
a  holiday.  He  thought  the  poor  people 
of  Ireland  ought  to  be  afforded  proper 
opportunities  of  presenting  their  griev- 
ances before  the  Commission,  and  if  it 
was  found  that  the  law  was  as  it  had 
been  represented  it  might  be  changed 
as  soon  as  possible.  He  wished  to  know 
from  the  Chief  Secretary  it  the  Com- 
mission was  going  to  inquire  into  the 
treatment  of  the  aged  poor  in  the 
Irish  workhouses.  Many  of  those  poor 
old  people  had  been  unable  to  save  any 
money,  and  had  no  relatives  to  maintain 
them,  and  they  were  very  often  the 
worst  treated  of  any  of  the  people  in 
the  workhouses.  As  for  the  Labourers 
Acts,  the  Chief  Secretary  had  stated,  with 


reference  to  the  balances,  that  his  in* 
structions  had  been  carried  out,  and 
those  balances  had  been  apj^ed  to  the 
credit  of  the  districts  where  the 
Labourers  Acts  had  been  carried  out. 
He  wished  the  Chief  Secretary  to  say 
something  to  indicate  that  those  balances 
would  be  applied  more  to  the  counties 
which  had  done  their  best  to  carry  out 
the  Act. 

He  also  wished  to  call  attention  to 
the  action  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board.  It  had  already  been  pointed  out 
that  the  Congested  Districts  Board  had 
confined  their  attention  to  certain  parts 
of  Ireland.  There  were  certain  portions 
of  the  County  of  Kerry  which  were  as 
much  in  need  of  assistance  from  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  as  any  other 
part  of  Ireland.  Nothing  had  been  done 
in  Kerry  except  the  making  of  a  few 
rules.  A  discussion  had  already  taken 
place  in  regard  to  education  in  Ireland,, 
and  as  to  the  application  of  the  money 
set  aside  for  that  purpose.  It  wa» 
clearly  apparent  that  a  substantial 
portion  of  that  money  ought  to  be  set 
apart  for  primary  education  in  Ireland. 
The  least  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  enable  him  to  see 
that  primary  education  in  Ireland  was 
sadly  in  need  of  assistance.  There  were 
many  Irish  Members  deeply  concerned 
in  primary  education  in  Ireland.  It 
was  the  only  form  of  education  which 
could  be  taken  advantage  of  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  young  people  of  the 
country,  and  for  that  reason  he  trusted 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
regard  it  as  his  prime  and  principal 
concern  to  make  the  primary  schools  as- 
efficient  as  they  ought  to  be.  Referring 
to  the  question  of  railway  rates  the  hon. 
Member  said  it  had  been  stated  that 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  acted  when  a 
complaint  was  made  to  them.  He 
thought  it  should  be  the  function  of 
the  Board  to  see  that  reasonable 
rates  were  charged  without  waiting  for 
complaints.  The  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Company  were  making  a  sub- 
stantial profit  over  a  large  portion  of 
their  line,  but  there  were  parts  where 
by  manipulation  they  were  able  to  show 
that  they  were  working  at  a  loss,  and 
the  poor  ratepayers  were  made  to  pay  in 
consequence.  He  urged  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  in  this  matter. 
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*  Mb.  NOLAN  (Louth,  S.)  said  he 
bdieved  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
perfectly  sincere  in  the  action  he  had 
taken  to  bring  about  a  better  state  of 
4iffairs  in  Ireland,  and  in  his  desire  to 
introduce  peace  where  there  had  been 
war.  There  were  some  of  the  parties  to 
that  war  who  did  not  seem  to  be  desirous 
to  meet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  that 
matter.  In  his  own  constituency  there 
was  a  property  of  notoriety.  It  was 
Icnown  as  the  Massereene  estate.  Not- 
withstanding the  trouble  which  had 
taken  place  there  between  the  landlord, 
the  agents,  and  the  tenants,  he  found 
that  the  present  agent  on  the  estate  was 
proceeding  with  an  eviction.  This 
seemed'a  very  hard  case  indeed.  It  was 
that  of  a  widow,  seventy  years  of  age, 
who,  after  a  long  life  of  labour  and 
struggle  in  her  holding  on  this  estate, 
found  herself,  when  almost  on  her 
deathbed,  threatened  with  eviction.  He 
•did  not  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  do  anything  in  the 
matter.  He  beUeved  that  the  rent  had 
been  paid  in  full  for  the  past  twelve 
years,  but  it  appeared  that  on  account 
of  some  arrears  that  had  accrued, 
possiblv  in  the  famine  years,  she  had 
been  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the 
various  Acts  passed  by  this  House  for 
the  relief  of  cases  like  hers.  Now  it  was 
-only  a  doctor's  certificate  that  prevented 
the  forces  of  the  Crown  from  stepping 
in  and  taking  her  from  her  home  to  the 
workhouse,  there  to  spend  the  remainder 
^f  her  days  as  a  pauper  at  the  expense 
of  the  rates.  He  should  like  very  much 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  either 
by  friendly  representation  to  the  land- 
lord or  by  withholding  the  services  of 
the  forces  of  the  Crown  put  a  stop  to 
-what  was  a  crying  evil  and  a  scandal. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  k»r  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  said  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Louth  was  aware 
of  the  fact  that  the  (Government  could  not 
intervene  between  narties  where  a  legal 
debt  was  due.  All  ne  could  say  was  that 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Act  caretakers 
could  purchase,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
general  effect  of  the  Act  would  induce 
them  to  do  so.  The  Executive  Govern- 
ment could  not  intervene  in  questions 
when  they  arose  as  between  parties  in 
Ireland,  nor  would  such  intervention,  if 
j)ossible,  be  likely  to  be  attended  with 


good  results.  With  regard  to  the  matter 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Kerry 
had  drawn  attention,  he  failed  to  notice 
any  new  point  raised  which  was  not 
already  present  to  his  mind,  or  to  that  of 
some  of  his  colleagues.  The  matters 
referred  to,  and  many  others,  were 
receiving  his  attention. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.) 
asked  whether  the  Viceregal  Commission 
would  have  power  to  inquire  into  the 
grievances  of  dispensary  officers.  It  was 
i  most  important  that  inquiry  should  be 
allowed. 

Mr.  wyndham  said  that  he  had 
within  the  last  ten  days  stated  that  the 
(Commission  would  not  take  e\ddence  upon 
that  point,  and  he  thought  his  position  in 
that  matter  was  a  sound  one.  Until 
they  knew  what  the  facts  were  in  regard 
to  accommodation,  and  what  savings 
could  be  affected  by  amalgamation  of 
imions,  and  whether  one  could  be  devoted 
to  the  aced  and  another  to  the  children, 
it  must  DC  clear  that  no  useful  purpose 
would  be  served  by  attempting  to 
anticipate  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session  a  conclusion  which  at  present 
could  not  possibly  be  arrived  at. 

Dr.  THOMPSON  said  that  did  not 
affect  the  Question  he  had  asked. 

Mr.  wyndham  said  it  did  indeed. 
The  question  of  the  balances  under  the 
Labourers  Acts  would  also  receive  hit 
attention.  He  would  aUo  consider 
whether  it  was  possible  to  have  the 
materials  collected  for  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Report  in  order  that  the 
Report  might  be  presented  at  an  earlier 
ana  more  convenient  date  to  Parliament. 
As  to  the  Agricultural  Board,  that  was  a 
statutory  body  and  could  only  act  under 
statute  when  a  representation  was  made 
to  it.  This  was  not  the  occasion  on 
which  to  consider  whether  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  Act  shoukl  be 
amended.  He  did  not  think  that  it  was. 
It  would  be  far  more  to  the  point  if  hon. 
Members  who  had  complaints  to  make, 
brought  specific  cases  against  specific 
railways  to  the  notice  of  the  Department, 
or  would  communicate  with  himself, 
and  they  woukl  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  Ck) ,  Osaory) 
said  that  he  wished  to  support  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Kerry. 
What  he  asked  was,  that  this   money 
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should  not  be  diverted  from  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  originally  attached, 
viz.,  to  aid  the  rates  in  the  erection  of 
cottages  for  Agricultural  labourers. 
It  should  be  distributed  in  fair  pro- 
portion amongst  the  yarious  unions 
where  the  Act  was  to  corae  into  opera- 
tion. He  hoped  that  the  right  non. 
Gentleman  would  not  make  up  his  mind 
on  the  matter  of  the  railway  schemes 
until  the  whole  facts  had  been  laid 
before  him. 

Mb.  p.  J.  O'BKIEN  (Tipperary. 
N.)  asked  if  Constable  Murphy,  regaixi- 
ing  whose  conduct  he  had  put  a  Ques- 
tion to  the  Chief  Secretary,  would  be 
cautioned  to  behave  himself  while 
stationed  at  Nenagh.  If  not,  he  would 
ask  that  the  constable  be  transferred 
to  the  North  of  Ireland  or  elsewhere. 

♦Mr.  MARKHAM  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield)  said  he  wished  to  mention  a 
matter  in  connection  with  the  adminis- 
tration   of  Customs.     When   the    coal 
tax  was  in  Committee,  he  showed  how 
the    tax    was    evaded,    and    how    the 
coalowners   were   perfectly  entitled    to 
evade  it.     The  operation  of  the  coal  tax 
was  simple.    If  small  coal   was  sold  at 
6s.  a  ton,  and  large  coal  at    12s.  6d.  a 
ton,  no  tax  was  paid.    After  his  speech, 
the  Commissioner  of  Customs  inquired 
into  the  operations  of  two  companies  with 
which  he  was  connected.  Fortunately,  one 
company  did  not  ship  any  small  coal  at 
allf  and  in  the  other  company  he  had 
nothing    to  do   with  the  sales  of   coal, 
but   he    was  stilT  awaiting  the    result 
of    the    inquisition     into    other    com- 
panies.   He    saw  the  Commissioner   of 
Customs,   who^told    him   that   he  was 
entitled   to   sell     without   paying    the 
tax  for    small    coal    at     6s.    and  large 
coal    at    12s.     6d.  if    those    were  the 
current  prices ;    but  that  he  must  not 
have  in   his   mind    the  fact   that     he 
was  evading  the  tax.    He  did   not  keep 
his  commercial  conscience  in  his   boots ; 
he  took  the  law   as  he  found  it.     The 
position   was  that  he    might  evade   the 
law,  but  that  he  must  not  say  he  was 
evading  it.     The  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  told  him  how  much  he  was 
obliged  to  him  for  pointing  the  matter 
out;  and   then  followed  an  inquisition 
into  his  own  affairs.     He  would  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  whether  it  would  be 


Kssible    to    make    other    arrangements 
fore     Parliament    met    again.      The 
present  position  was  wholly  ridiculous. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Elliot,  Durham) 
said  that  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  given 
him  notice  he  would  have  been  able  to 

five  him  some  explanation.  He  would 
rin^  the  whole  matter  before  the  Com- 
missioner of  Customs,  and  see  how  it 
stood.  When  next  session  arrived,  or 
perhaps  before,  he  would  be  able  to  give 
the  hon.  Qentleman  a  full  explanation. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  said  in  reply  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Tipperary  he  could 
assure  him  that  Constable  Murphy  was 
severely  reprimanded,  and  transferred  to- 
another  part  of  the  country.  That  was 
the  best  way  of  preventing  him  from 
repeating  the  conduct  for  which  he  wa» 
reprimanded. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That   they    have  agreed   to   Consoli- 
dated Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill,  without 
Amendment. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners. 

The  House  went;  and  the  Royal 
Assent  was  given  to  a  number  of  BiL's. 
(Seepage  1282.) 

And  afterwards  His  Majesty's  iaost 
Gracious  Speech  was  delivered  to  both 
Houses  of  rarliament  by  the  Lord  High 
Chancellor  (in  pursuance  of  His 
Majesty's  Commands), 

Then  a  Commission  for  proroguing 
the  Parliament  was  read. 

After  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  said — 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

By  virtue  of  His  Majesty's  Commission, 
under  the  Great  Seal,  to  us  and  other 
Lords  directed,  and  now  read,  we  do,  in 
His  Majesty's  name,  and  in  obedience  to 
His  Commands,  prorogue  this  Parliament 
to  Monday  the  Second  day  of  November 
next,  to  be  then  here  holden ;  and  this 
Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to 
Monday  the  Second  day  of  November 
next. 
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PUBLIC    BILLS       . 

DEALT   WITH    IN    VOLUME   CXXVII. 

Those  marked  thus  *  arc  Government  Bills.  The  figures  in  parentheses  in 
the  last  column  refer  to  the  pjvge  in  this  vohime.  "  [h.l.]  "  following  title 
indicates  that  the  Bill  originated  in  the  Lords. 

(A.)    House  of  Lords. 


Title  of  Itltl. 


Acidenbrooke's  Hospital 

''^ Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries 

*13orough  Funds 
*Burgh  Police 


♦Consolidated       Fund 
(Appropriation) 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction 
Extension 


♦Employment  of  Children 


♦Expiring    Laws    Continu- 
ance 


Fertilizers      and     Feeding 
Stuffs  [H.L.] 

■♦Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes 


Brought  in  by 


Earl  of  Onslow 


Lord  Kenyan 

Lord      Balfour     of 
Burleigh 


Duke  of  Devonshire 


Lord  Belper 


DvJce  of  Devonshire 

Lord  Temipletovm 
Lord  Kem/on 


Progress. 


Read  3"  and  passed  7th  Aug. 

(385) 
Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (790) 

Consideration    of     Commons 

Amendments  1 1th  Aug.  (8  34) 

Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 

Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

Read  IM  0th  Aug.  (531) 
Read  2«  llth  Aug.  (796) 
All    remaining    Stages    12th 

Aug.  (966) 
Roval  Assent  14th  Aug.(1282) 

All  Stages  14th  Aug.  (1282) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 

Report  6th  Aug.  (Ill) 
Read  3'*  and  passed  10th  Aug. 

(652) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 

Kead  2»  7th  Aug.  (374) 
Committee  10th  Aug.  (639) 
Report  1 

Read  3"  and  VI  1th  Aug.  (826) 

passed       j 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 

Read  V  12th  Aug.  (954) 
All    remaining    Stages    14th 
Aug.  (1282) 

Read  2«  7th  Aug.  (362) 


Read  1'  12th  Aug.  (954) 
All    remaining    Stages    13th 

Aug.  (1128) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 
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(A.)    House  of  LoRVfi— continued. 


TlUe  of  Bill. 


^IrelandDevelopmentGrant 


*Iri8h  Land 


♦Isle  of  Man  (Customs) 


♦Licensing  Acts  (Scotland) 
Consolidation  andAmend- 
ment 

♦Local  Government  (Trans- 
fer of  Powers) 

♦London  Education 

Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ire- 
land) 


♦Marriages  Legalisation 

♦Merchant  Shipping  [h.l.] 
♦Metropolitan  Streets 
Military  Lands 
♦Military  Works 


Brought  In  by 


Farl  of  Denbigh 


Duke  of  Devonshire 


Dvke  of  Devonshire 


Lord     Balfmr      of 
Burleigh 


Lord  Kenyon 

Duke  of  Dev&nshire 
Earl  of  Denbigh 


Lord  Belper 

Lord  Wdverton 
Lord  Beljyer 
Lord  Ludlow 
Earl  of  Hardwicke 


Read  V  6th  Aug.  (4) 

Read  2*      ) 

Committee  j  7th  Aug.  (377) 

Report        ) 

Read  3'*and  passed  10th  Aug. 

(652) 
Royal  Assent  1 1th  Aug.  (789) 

Committee  6th  Aug.  (6) 
Committee  7th  Aug.  (268) 
Report  10th  Aug.  (579) 
Read  3' and  pas^  llthAog. 

(800) 
Consideration    of    Commons 

Amendments     13th    Aug. 

(1125) 
Royal  Assent  14  th  Aug.  (1282) 

Read  Y  11th  Aug.  (834) 
All  remaining    Stages   12tli 

Aug.  (976) 
Royal  Assent  14thAug.(1282) 

Read  Z*  and  passed  10th  Aog. 

(577) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.(1282) 

Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 


Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 

Report6th  Aug.  (Ill) 
Read  3"  and  pMsed  7tb  Aug. 

(385) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 

Read  1-  10th  Ai^.  (531) 
All   remaining    Stages  Hti 

Aug.  (799) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug  (1282) 

Read  1-  10th  Aug.  (653) 

Royal  Assent  1 1th  Aug.  (789) 

Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 

Read  1-  10th  Aug.  (531) 

Read  2- 11th  Aug.  (799) 

Committee 

Report 

Read  3"  and 


12thAug.(966) 
RoydAssent  UthAug.(1282) 
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(A.) 

House  of  Lords — confinued. 

Title  of  BUI. 

Brought  in  by 

Progress. 

♦Motor-Cars  [H.L.] 

Lord      Balfour     of 
Burleigh 

Consideration  of  Commons 
Amendments  1 2th  Aug. 
(955) 

Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug.  (1282) 

*Naval  Works 

Earl  of  Selbo)'ne 

Read  2- 7th  Aug.  (364) 

All   remaining    Stages    10th 

Aug.  (632) 
Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

Patent  Office  Extension 

Report  12th  Aug.  (989) 
Read  3""  and  passed  13th  Aug. 

(1120) 
Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug.(1282) 

♦Patriotic  Fund 

Earl  of  Selbome 

Read  1«  7th  Aug.  (266) 

All    remaining    Stages    10th 

Aug.  (539) 
Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

Pistols 

Earl  of  Dorumghmore 

Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

♦Poor  Law  (Dissolution  of 
School  Districts  and  Ad- 
justments) 

Lord  Kenyan 

£j:S""}«A.g.(in) 

Read  3-  and  passed  7th  Aug. 
Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

♦Post  Office  Sites 

Committee  J  ^^^  ^„g  ^33^^ 

Read  3**  and  passed  10th  Aug. 

(639) 
Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

♦Poor  Prisoners'  Defence 

Lord  Chancellor 

Read  1*  12th  Aug.  (954) 
All    remaining    Stages    13th 

Aug.  (1119) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.(1282) 

♦Public  Buildings  Expenses 

Lord  Windsor 

Read  1«  12th  Aug.  (954) 
All    remaining    Stages    13  th 

Aug.  (1119) 
Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug.  (1282) 

♦Public  Offices  (Dublin) 

Earl  of  Denbigh 

Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

♦Public  Works  Loans 

Dtike  of  Devonshire 

Read  1«  10th  Aug.  (531) 
Read  2*  nth  Aug.  (799) 
All    remaining    Stages    12th 

Aug.  (966) 
Royal  Assent  14  th  Aug.  (1282) 

♦Eailway8(Electrical  Power) 

Lord  Wolverton 

Read  1*  10th  Aug.  (530) 
Iiead2MlthAug.  (799) 
All    remaining    Stages    12th 

Aug.  (961) 
lioyal  Assent  Uth  Aug.  (1 282) 

3c2 
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(A.) 

House  of  LoKDS—r^nUinued. 

Jiile  wl  iiil. 

Brought  in  l»y. 

Pfgrcfe. 

*Revenue 

All  Stages  13th  Aug.  (1120) 
Eoyal  Assent  1 4th  Aug.  ( 1 28::) 

*Sheep  Scab 

Earl  of  Onslow 

Read  1*  11th  Aug.  (834) 
All  remaining  Stages  (976) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug  (1282) 

♦South  African   Loan  and 
War  Contrihution 

Duke  of  Marlborough 

Read  1*  10th  Aug.  (531) 
Read2*llth  Aug.  (790) 
All    remaining    Stsiges     12th 
Aug.  (961) 

*Sngar  Convention 

Marquesa  of  Lansdoum^ 

Read  1*  7th  Aug.  (266) 

All    remaining    Stages     lOtk 

Aug.  (541) 
Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

♦Town  Councils  (Scotland) 

Lord      Balfour      of 
Burleigh 

liead  1«  lOth  Aug.  (531) 
Read  2Mlth  Aug.  (799) 
All    remaining    Stages    12th 

Aug.  (974) 
Royal  Assent  1 4th  Aug.  ( 1 282) 

(B.)    HousR  OF  Commons. 


Title  of  mil. 

Brought  tti  by 

PlOffTOM. 

Addenbrooke's  Hospital 

Sir  R.  JM 

Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (790) 

Agricultural  Education    in 
Elementary  Schools 

Mr,  Jesse  Collins 

Read  P  6th  Aug.  (154) 

♦Alkali,  etc.,  Works 

Mr.  Walter  Ixmg 

Read  P  12th  Aug.  (1035) 
Bill    withdrawn    13th     Aug. 
(1280) 

♦Bills  of  Exchange   (1882) 
Amendment  [h.u] 

Sir  Jiobert  Fifday 

Bill    withdrawn    11th     Aug. 

(947) 

♦Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries 

Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes 

Read  3*  and  passed  10th  Aug. 

(788) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  ( 1 282) 

♦Borough  Funds 

Mr.  Walter  Long 

Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

♦Burgh  Police  (Scotland) 

Mr.  Asher 

Considerations 

Read   3'  and   7  th  Aug,  (528) 

passed         J 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 
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(B.)    House  of  Commons — continued. 


Title  of  BUI. 


Brought  in  bf 


Progreaft. 


^Consolidated  Fund  (Appro- 
priation) 


Mr.  Ritchie 


County  Courts  Jurisdiction 
Extension 


Ecclesiastical  Suits 
^Employment  of  Children 
♦Expiring  Laws  Continuance 


iSir  Albert  RMU 

Lord  Hugh  CecU 
Mr.  Akers  Douglas 
Mr,  Elliot 


♦Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes 


Mr,  Walter  Long 


♦Ireland  Development  Grant 
♦Irish  Land 

♦Isle  of  Man  (Customs) 


♦Licensing  Acts  (Scotland) 
Consolidation  and  Amend- 
ment 

♦Light  Eailways  [h.l.] 


♦Local  (Jovemment  (Trans- 
fer of  Powers) 

♦London  Education 


Mr.  Wyndham 
Mr.  Jfyndham 

Mr.  Elliot 


Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray 


Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 


Mr.  Walter  Long 


Sir  William  Anson 


Read  P  10th  Aug.  (771) 
Read  2-  11th  Aug.  (866) 

S^rt''^}l2thAug.(1080) 

Read  3"  and  passed  14th  Aug. 

(1282) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.(1282) 

Consideration  of  Lords  Amend  - 

ments  11th  Aug.  (947) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 

ReadPllth  Aug.  (866) 

Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1 282) 

Read  2*  6th  Aug.  (259) 

"*"}lOthAug.(775) 

Read  3"  and  passed  11th  Aug. 

(944) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug  (1282) 

R»ad  2^  6th  Aug.  (264) 
Committee  10th  Aug.  (783) 
Report  ^ 

Read  3«  and  \  1 1th  Aug.  (942) 

passed      J 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 

Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug.  (789) 

Consideration  of  Lords  Amend- 
ments 12th  Aug.  (1035) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 

£^''*"}  7th  Aug.  (528) 

Read  Z""  and  passed  10th  Aug 

(788) 
Royal  Assent  14th  Aug.  (1282) 

Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug.  (1282) 


Bill    withdrawn    11th    Aug. 
(952) 

Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 


Consideration  of  Lords  Amend- 
ments 10th  Aug.  (781) 
Royal  Assent  1 4th  Aug.  (1282> 
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(B.) 

HotrsE  OF  Commons— rofi/tnu^ 

TiUe  of  BUI. 

Brought  in  hj 

Progms. 

♦London  School  Board  (Hill- 
drop  Road  Site) 

Sir  Jfilliam  Anson 

Bill    withdrawn    11th    Aug. 
(947) 

♦Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ire- 
land 

Mr,  Atkinson 

Boyal  Assent  Uth  Aug.(1283) 

♦Marriages  Legalisation 

Mr.  Cochrane 

Report         1 

Read  3"  and  -  7th  Aug  (528) 

Ti&fised 
Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug.(1282) 

♦Metropolitan  Improvements 
(Funds) 

Mr.  Elliot 

Bill    withdrawn    11th    Aug. 
(947) 

♦Metropolitan  Streets 

Mr.  Aksrs  Douglas 

Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

Military  Lands 

Mr.  Charles  Allen 

Royal  Assent  1 4th  Aug.  (1282) 

♦Military  Works 

Mr.  Brodrick 

Read  3*  and  passed  7th  Aug. 

(525) 
Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug.  (1282) 

♦Motor-Cars 

Mr.  Walter  Long 

Committee  7th  Aug.  (397) 
Report         ^ 
Read3*andHlthAug.(907) 

passed     J 
Royal  Assent  1 4th  Aug.  (1282) 

♦Naval  Works 

Mr.  Prdyman 

Royal  Assent  1 1  th  Aug.  (789) 

♦Patent  Office  Extension 

Mr.  EUiot 

Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug.(1282) 

♦Patriotic  Fund 

Mr.  Pretyman 

■ 

Report         ) 

Read  3'  and    6th  Aug.  (263) 

passed     i 
Royal  Assent  1 1th  Aug.  (789) 

♦Penal  Servitude 

Mr.  Akers  Douglas 

Read  P  10th  Aug.  (689) 
Bill    withdrawn    13th    Aug. 
(1280) 

Pistols 

Mr,  Hdme 

Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

♦Poor  Law  (Dissolution  of 
School      Districts      and 
Adjustments) 

Mr.  QrarU  Lawson 

Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

Poor  Prisoners'  Defence 

Mr.  Bmsfield 

Read  3«  and  passed  11th  Aug. 

(947) 
Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug.(1282) 

♦Port  of  London 

Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 

Motion  to  carry  over  to  next 
Session  12th  Aug.  (1111) 

*Post  Office  Sites 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 

Royal  Assent  1 1th  Aug.  (790) 
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(B.)    House  of  Commons — continued. 


Title  of  BUI. 


^Prevention  of  Corruption 
[H.L.] 

♦Public  Buildings  (Expenses) 


♦Public  Offices  (Dublin) 
♦Public  Works  Loans 

♦Railways  (Electrical  Power) 


Returning  Officers' Expenses 
♦Revenue 


♦Sheep  Scab 


♦South  African  Loan  and 
War  Contribution 


♦Sugar  Convention 


Town  Councils  (Scotland) 


Brought  in  by 


Sir  Robert  Finlay 


Mr.  Ellioi 


Mr.  Ellioi 
Mr.  Elliot 

Mr,  Gerald  Balfour 

Mr.  Herbert  Samuel 
Mr.  Elliot 


Mr,  Hanbury 


Mr.  Ritchie 


Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 


Mr,  Ashev 


Prog'e«. 


Bill    withdrawn    11th    Aug. 
(947) 

Read  2«  7th  Aug.  (525) 

Committee  |joth  Aug.  (772) 

Read  3" and  passed  lltb  Aug 

(943) 
Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug  (1 282) 

Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

Read  3"  and  passed  7th  Aug. 

(527) 
Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug.  (1282) 

Report  6th  Aug.  (261) 
Read  3''  and  passed  7th  Aug. 

(521) 
Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug.(1282) 

Read  P  6th  Aug.  (153) 

Read  2^  10th  Aug.  (785) 
Committee  11th  Aug.  (944) 
Report         ) 
Read  3*  and [  12th  Aug. (1 115) 

passed      ) 
Royal  sAsent  Uth  Aug.  (1282) 

Consideration  7th  Aug.  (528) 
Read  3''  and  passed  10th  Aug. 

(782) 
Royal  Assent  Uth  Aug.  (1282) 

Read  3**  and  passed  7  th  Aug. 

(521) 
Royal  Assent  1 4th  Aug.  (1 282) 

Read  3*  and  passed  6th  Aug. 

(237) 
Royal  Assent  11th  Aug.  (789) 

Consideration  ^ 

Read  3^  and  V  7th  Aug.  (528) 

passed  J 

Royal  Assent  14thAug.(1282) 
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Bills:  Read  First,  Second,  or  Third  Time  =  IR.,  2r.,  3r.  [c]  =-=  Commons.  [/.]  =  Lords. 
Amendt  =  Amendment.  Os.  =  Observations.  Qs.  =  Questions.  As,  —  Answers. 
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of  Supply  are  entered  under  their  headings,  and  also  under  Members*  Names,  without 
reference  to  the  actual  Vote  before  the  Committee. 


Abercom,  Dtike  of 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Co7timitiee\  Aug.  6,  44,  50, 
51,  59,  78,  83,  85;  Aug.  7,  268,  269, 
297, 299, 31.3  ;  Aug.  10,  589, 628  ;  Aug. 
11,  811  ;  Aug.  IS,  1126. 

Aberdeen  Corporation  (Tramways)  Order 
Confirmation  Bill 
L  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Abraham,  Mr.  W.  [Glamorganshire,  Rhondda] 
Births,   Marriages,  and  Deaths— Cost  of 
Registration  in  England  and  Wales, 
Aug.  6,  119. 

Abraham,  Mr.  [Cork  County,  N.E.] 

High  Courts  of  Justice,  Compulsory  Re- 
tirement of  Clerks  in — Date  of  Age 
Limit  coming  into  force.  Extension  of, 
to  Ireland,  Aug.  I4,  1297. 

Telephone  Service,  Ireland— Proposed  Ex- 
tension of  Trunk  system  to  South  of 
Ireland— Application  to  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Railway  Company  for 
Accommodation  at  Lmierick  Station, 
Aug.  13,  1182. 

Acddeats 

Motor-Car  Accident?— Numljer  of   Acci- 
dents to  Vehicles  and  Persons  Injured 
in  1902,  Proceedings  of  Police  against 
Drivers. 
Q.     Mr.    Bai'ey ;    A.     Mr.    Akers 
Douglas,  Aug.  12,  998, 
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Addenbrooke's  Hospital  Bill 
/.  3u*,  Aug.  7,  385. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug,  11,  790. 

,  Aden 

I         Proposed  Transfer  of  Aden    from   India 
Office  to  Foreign  Office— Decision  with 
regard  to. 
Q.    Sir  M.  Bhownaggree ;  A.    Mr. 
A  J.  Balfour,  Aug.  7,  396. 

Advertisements 

Foreign     Countries  • 
Aug.  10,  655. 


-Return    presented. 


Afghanisfan 

Irrigation    Boundary    Commission  —  Pre- 
valence of  Typhus  among  Party,  Par- 
ticulars of  Casualties  requested. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.     Lord  G. 
I  Hamilton,  Aug.  6,  130. 

Africa,  South 
!         Exports  from  United  Kingdom,  Aug.  10, 
669. 

Rail«,    Shipment   of — Return    Presented, 
Aug.  U,  1281. 

Africa,  West 

Exports  from  United  Kingdom,  AMg.  10, 


African  Protectorates 

see  Uganda— Zanzibar. 
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Agricultnral  and  Technical  Instruction 
(Ireland)  Act 
Working  of  Section  17  (a)— Appointment 
of  Official  for  Administration  of  section 
proposed. 
Q,      Mr.     0*Doherty  ;    A.      Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug,  U,  1294. 

Agricnltnral   Education   in  Elementary 
Schools  Bill 

c.     IR*  Aug,  6,  154. 

Agriculture 

Approximate  Values  of  Britibli  Agricul- 
tural Productions,  wheat,  barley,  etc. 
Q,      Mr.     I«anibert;   A.      Mr.    A. 
Fellowes,  Aug,  14,  1292. 

Irish  Produce,  Railway  Delays,  Action  of 
Board  of  Trade  with  regard  to  com- 
plaints. 
Q,  Mr.  Joyce  ;  A,  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Aug,  12,  1029. 

Agriculture  and   Technical   InstructioD 
Department,  Ireland 

Clerks— Assimilation  of  Salaries  of,  pro- 
posed. 
Qs,    Mr.    T.    M.    Healy ;   Mr    J. 
O'Connor;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug.  6,  116 ;  Aug.  U,  1295. 

Officials. 

Officials  employed  by  County  Councils 
for  carryiog  out  provisions  of  Act. 
Return  Ordered,  Aug.  13,  1157. 

Permanent  Officials  of  Department- 
Names,  Description  of  Office, 
Salary,  etc  Return  Ordered, 
Aug,  IS.  1157. 

Railway    Rates    on    Irish    Agricultural 
Produce.      Arranging  Local   Confer- 
ences in  respect  of  Railway  Rates, 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Lonsdale;  A,  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Aug,  10,  682. 

Agriculture,  Board  of 

President — Earl  of  Onslow. 

Grants,  Distribution  of— Annual  Report* 
Presented,  Aug.  7,  266,  388. 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Order 
Confirmation  Bill 

/.  IE,*  Rep.^ilwo.  6,2. 
3R.*  Aug.  11,  792 
Royal  Assent,  Auy.  I4,  1282. 

Albania 

Macedonia,  Connection  with  Affairs  in. 
Os.  Mr.  Bryce,  Aug,  10,  693. 

Aliens 

Immigration,  Commission. 

Date  of  distribution  of  Repoit  to 
Members — Communication  of  Re- 
port to  Press  before  circulation  to 
Members,  Alleged. 

Q.      Mr.      Flower;     A,     Mr. 
Akers- Douglas,    Au^,     1$, 


Aliens—con^ 

Immigration  Commission— con^ 

Government  Intentions  with  regard 

to  carrying  out  Recommendations 

of  Report. 

Q.    Sir   H.  Vincent;   A.  Mr. 

Akers  Douglas,    Aug,  12, 

1017. 

Introdaction  of  Legislation  for  carry- 
ing out  recommendations  ol  Re- 
port, next  Session. 
Q,    Mr.  F.    Ridley;   A.  Mr. 
A.    J.    Balfour,  Avg.  IS, 
1174. 
Report,  with   Minutes   of  Evidenee 
and    Appendix,  Presented,  Avg. 
11,  794,  839. 

Alkali,  etc,  Works  Bill 
c,  IK.*  Aug.  le,  1035. 

Alexandra  Park  and  Palace  Bill 
/.  Royal  Ai«sent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Allan,  Sir  William  [Gateshead] 

Cunard     and     International    Mercantile 
Marine  Companies,  Aug.  IS,  1091. 

Allhusen,  Mr.  A.  H.  [Hackney,  Central] 
Motor-Cars  Bill  (Committee),  Avg.  7,  403, 
405,  460,  474,  480,  485. 

Ambrose,  Dr.  B.  [Mayo,  W.] 

Bundorrhagha    Pier— Extension  of,  im- 
posed, Aug.  10,  678 
West  Hampstead  Telephone  Service. 
Delay     in    supplying    hooses   wilh 
telephones.  Expediting  work  pro 
posed,  Aug.  10,  676. 

America 

see  United  States. 

Animals 


1017. 


Experiments  on  living  animals  for  por- 
poses  of  Justice — Cases  of. 

Q.  Mr.    Moss;      A,    Mr.    Akcrs 
Douglas,  Aug,  10, 658. 

Anson,  Sir  W.  B„—Parltamentary  Secre^^ 
Board  of  Education  [Oxford  UniversityJ 

Board  of  Education. 

Consulting  Architect,  Mr.  Robeon- 
LengUi  of  service  — Reawn  for 
termination  of— Termination  01 
engagement,  Aug.  11,  859. 

Consultative  and  Registration  Co»- 
mittees.  Proposed  addition  « 
infant  school  teaching  specwustt 
—Proposal  not  to  he  carried  ooi» 
Aug.  IS,  1003. 
Christchuich  School,  Blackpool- AnaoT 

ments  with   r^ard    to   Payment  « 

Fee  Grant,  Aug.  IS,  1163. 

Church  Schools,  Provision  of  PWf  "^^^ 
in -No  Circular  issued  by  Board  01 
Education  relative  to,  Aug,  IS,  H«* 

Consolidated  Fund  (AppropriaUon  Kl')- 
Aug.  14,  1307. 
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Anson,  Sir  W.  B^—cont 

Education  Rates  in  Wales  —  Proposed 
postponement  of  date  of  Levying 
Kates,  Aug,  10,  663. 

Lincoln  Edncation  Committee,  Appoint- 
ment of  Solicitor  for  legal  work  of — 
Case  outside  powers  of  Board  of 
Education,  Aug,  IS,  1003. 

London  Education  Bill,  Aug,  10,  781. 

Religious  Instruction  in  Elementary 
Schools  — New  By-law  relative  to, 
Aug,  12,  1019. 

Secondary  Schools  (Division  A)  Curri- 
culum— Complaints  with  regard  to, 
under  Consideration,  Aug.  6,  139. 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum— Plans  for 
exhibition  of  Art  collection^,  Aug,  11, 
851. 

Ardilann,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Atig,  6,  21. 

Poaching  in  Ireland,  Aug,  10,  534,  538, 
539. 

Armagh 

Rural  District  Council— Inaction  of,  with 
regard  to  Report  of  Medical  Officer, 
Inquiry  proposed. 
Q,  Mr.  Sloan  ;  ^.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug,  6,  122. 

Army 

"  Blessins;  the  Colours  "—Conditions  under 
which  Roman  Catholic  Ecclesiastics 
take  part  in  ceremony,  etc. — Case  of 
Bishop  of  Cork. 

Q,    Mr.    T.    M.    Healy;    A,    Mr. 
Brodrick,  Aug,  10,  671. 

Commissions  in  Regular  Army — Regula- 
tions for  milit'a  officers. 

Q.  Mr.  A.  Lee;  A,  Mr.   Brodrick, 
Aug,  U,  1296. 

Contracts — Underwood  and  Son,  Tenders 

made  by  Firm  through  other  Firms 

subsequent   to    Removal   from    War 

Office  List,  alleged. 

Q,  Sir  C.  Rasch  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

Aug,  10,  673. 

Desertion— Illegal  Arrest  for  Desertion, 
Case  of  Henry  Potter,  Censure  passed 
on  War  Office ;  Explanation  of  Occur- 
rence. 
Q,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A,  Lord  Stan- 
ley,  Attg,  11,  856. 

Engineers,  Royal— Committee  of  Inquiry 
into  Barrack  work.  Presentation  of 
Report 
Q,  Mr.  M*Kenna;  A,  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Aug,  10,  668. 

Manoeuvres  —  Cost    of     September    Ma- 
noeuvres. 
Q,   Mr.   Fuller;   A.  Mr.   Brodrick 
Aug,  11,  853. 

Medical  Corps— South  African  War  Medals, 
Distribution    not    yet   completed    in 
Eastern    Division — Numbers    distri- 
buted in  other  divisions. 
Q,    Colonel    Lock  wood;    A,    Mr. 
Brodrick,  Aug,  IJS,  1013. 
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Army — cont. 

Mounted  Infantry— Erection  of  Barracks 
for  Infantry  under  Military  Works 
Bill— Formation  of  permanent  force 
of  Mounted  Infantry. 

Q,  Sir  E.  Lees;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Aug.  6,  123. 

Officers — Reserve  Officers,  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  Stage  of  Report  of  Committee 
— Truth  of  Rumour  as  to  the  Limita- 
tion of  the  Committee  in  confining 
itself  to  amending  existing  Regula- 
tions only. 
Q,    Lord    Rosmead;    A.    Earl    of 
Hardwicke,  Aug,  7,  377. 
Ordnance  Factories — Pay  in. 

Oa,  Mr.  R.  Lucas,  Aug,  10,  732 ;  Mr. 
Brodrick,  733;  Sir  H.  Vincent, 
736 ;  Lord  Stanley,  738  ;  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst,  739;  Colonel  Nolan,  740; 
Mr.  Shackleton,  762. 

Somaliland  Military  Expedition — Nature 
of  Ammunition  supplied  to  Troops, 
Sending  Samples  to  Members,  pro- 
posed. 

Q,  Mr.   Dillon;    A,   Mr.  Brodrick, 
Aug.  10,  670. 

Veterinary  Department  and  Service 
Attitude  of  Veterinary  doctor  to- 
wards— Number  of  vacancies,  num- 
ber of  candidates  at  last  examination, 
etc. 

Q.    Mr.     W.    M'KUlop;   A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  Aug.  I4,  1289. 

Army  Estimates. 

Clothing     Establishments,    £1,822,000  — 

R "port,  Aug.  7,  527. 
Establi-hments  for   Military  Education, 

£134,500— Com.  Aug,  6,  227  ;  Report, 

Aug.  JO,  728. 

Medical  Etablishment,  £530,000  — Re- 
port, Aug.  7,  526. 

MiscePaneous  Effective  Services,  £62,000 
—Com.  Aug.  6,  228;  Report,  Aug.  10 

728. 

Transport  and  Remounts,  £1,838,000— 
Report,  Aug,  7,  526. 

War  (Jffice,  £331,600— Cbwi.  Aug.  6,  228  ; 
Report, -4  M^r.  10, 12$. 

Amur  (Excesses),  1901-2 
£100— Report,  Aug.  7,  527. 

Amold-Forster,  Mr.  H.  0^— Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  [Belfast,  W.] 

Channel  Squadron,  Programme  of  Autumn 
Cruise — Visit  of  ^uadron  to  Lough 
Foyle  under  Consideration,  Aug.  14, 
1290. 

Cunard  and  International  Mercantile 
Marine  Companies,  Aug.  12, 1103. 

Devonport  Dockyard  —  Inadequacy  of 
Dinin;^  Accommodation  and  Means 
for  drying  Clothes,  Report  relative 
to,  under  Consideration,  Aug.  IS, 
1164. 
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AmoldTorster,  Mr.  H.  0*—cwu. 

"  Drake,"  H.  M.  S.  — Insabordination  on, 
Number  of  Men  sentenced  to  im- 
prisonment in  January-March,  1903, 
Aug,  13,  1164. 

«* Highflyer,'*  H. M.S. —Omission  to  carry 
out  prize- Hring  during  current  year. 
No  Report  ha  to  Reasons  for  omission 
received,  Aug.  11,  841. 

Mediterranean  Fleet,  Long  Range  Firing 
in — No  Reports  yet  received  by  Ad- 
miralty, Aug.  11,  841. 

"Minerva,"  H.  M.S. —Alleged  damage 
done  by  launch  of  "Minerva"  to 
fishing  boat.  No  Report  or  Claim 
for  Compensation  received,  Aug.  13, 
1175. 

Naval  Engineer  and  Executive  Officers — 
Proposed  assimilation  of  lank  for  age 
of  eni^neer  officers  with  that  of 
executive  officers.  Question  dealt 
with  by  Board  of  Admiralty,  Aug.  if, 
1013. 

Arran,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  6,  16,  94,  95,  96 ; 
Aug,  7,  337  ;  Aug.  10,  679,  606,  608, 
610,  611,  614,  616  ;  Aug,  11,  813. 

Ashbourne,  Lord— //orrf  Chancellor  of  Ire- 
lofid 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug,  6,  11,  15,  30,  39,  40, 
44,  45,  48,  49,  66,  67,  69,  70,  72,  73, 
74,  75,  76,  77,  78,  79,  81,  82,  86,  89, 
90.  95,  96,  107  ;  Aug,  7,  288,  305,  316, 
317,  319,  321,  323,  324,  330,  331,  332, 
333,  335,  336,  340,  369,  360  ;  Aug,  10, 
587,  588,  595,  596,  597,  005,  613,  614, 
616,  618,  619,  622;  Aug,  11,  812,  814, 
815,  816. 

Poaching  in  Ireland,  Aug,  10,  539. 

Asher,  Mr.  A.  [Elgin  Burghs] 

Volunteers — Additional  Drills  for  non- 
attendance  at  Camp,  Regulations  with 
regard  tn,  Aug,  6,  123. 

Asqnith,  Bt.  Hon.  H.  H.  [Fife,  £.] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug,  11,  869,  870,  874,  880. 

Atkinson,  Bt  Hon.  J.,  Attorney-General  for 
/re/<xnc^  [Londonderry,  N.] 

Agricultural  Produce,  Ireland  —  Local 
Conferences  arranged  in  respect  of 
Railway  Rates,  Aug.  10,  682. 

Arrests  for  Drunkenness,  Ireland — Action 
of  police,  ^?/f/.  10,681. 

Bee-keeping  Industry,  Ireland— Threat- 
ened destruction  of — Enconnigement 
of  national  industries — Employment 
of  native  labour — Tobacco-growing— 
Railway  rates  for  carriage  of  agri- 
cultural produce— Examinations  for 
appointments  under  the  County 
CouncD,  Aug,  6,  162. 

Belturbet  Rate  Collect<ir— Appeal  heard 
by  Loral  (government  Board  from 
Auditor's  Surcharge,  Aug.  10,  684. 
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Atkinson,  Bt  Hon.  J.- 

Bundorrhagha  Pier-^Propoaed  Extenai*  n 
of— Inquiry  to  be  made  Relative  to, 
Aug.  10,  678. 

Charitable  Loan  Fund  Aet--Propoeed 
Introduction  of  Amending  Bill  next 
session — No  undertaking  possible, 
Aug.  19,  999. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  891,  892;  Ang.  14,  1338. 

Crimes  Act,  Ireland  —  Disqualification 
under,  Aug.  6,  185,  187. 

Dalkey  Revision  Court— Proposed  Estab- 
lishment of  — Proposal  not  to  be 
carried  out,  Aug.  10,  678. 

Dublin  Loans — Loans  for  Schemes  under 
Small  Dwellings  Acqmsition  Act.  No 
Delay  in  sanctioning  Schemes,  Aug  10, 
683. 

Irish  Evicted  Tenant  in  poeaeasioD  of  small 
Holding — Privileges  under  Land  Hill, 
Aug,  10, 677. 

Irish  liand  Bill,  Aug.  12,  1064,  1077. 

Irish  Land  Purchase — Proposed  formatioo 
of  Syndicate  for  purchase  of  Estates, 
Former  Dealings  of  the  Managing 
Director,  Mr.  S.  A.  O'Snllivan.  No 
evidence  to  justify  proposed  prosecu- 
tion, Aug  le,  1020. 

Kenagh  Fair  Rent  appeal — No  trace  of 
Appeal  in  Register,  Aug.  IB,  1021. 

Kilnieen  Tragedy,  Facts  of  the — Licences 
to  sell  .A^ms  and  Ammunition,  Aug. 
6,   190,  191,  192. 

Labourers'  Question,  Ireland — Commis- 
sion not  to  be  Appointed  to  take 
Evidence  on  Subject,  Aug.  10,  079. 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887— Proposed 
Suspension  of  Section  7,  Aug.  JO,  678. 

Lons^ord  and  Leitrim  Drainage  Boards — 
Return  of  expenses  of,  to  oe  granted. 
Non-existence  of  Non-elected  Boaids, 
Au4f.  10,  685. 

Maryborouc;h  Prison — Deportation  of  dis- 
charged Invalid  Convicts  to  Mount- 
melhck  Workhouse,  Inquiry  in 
progress.  Aug.  10,  677. 

Motor-cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug,  7,  513, 

514. 
National    Teachers,    Ireland— Increments 

in  Course  of  Payment,  Issue  of  revised 

programme  not  contemplated,  Aug.  10^ 

679. 

Police  Returns  to  Judges  of  Assize,  Au^. 

6,  193.  I 

Poor  Law  Administration  in  Ireland — 
Treatment  of  Lunatics,  Aug,  6,  183» 
184. 

TuUamore  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  M'Carthy— 
Action  of  Local  Government  Board 
with  regard  to,  Authority  for  Action, 
Aug.  10,  684 ;  Au^.  IS,  1024. 

Ulster  Winter  Assises — Venue  lor  holding 
of  Assizes  under  ConsideratioQ,  Aug. 
12,  999. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Vol.  127.1 


SESSION  1903. 
Aug,  6 — Jwj    14. 


[Auc— Bal 


Anchterarder  Town  Ooandl  Order  Oon- 
firmation  Bill 
c.  Ordered,  Aug,  10,  664. 
/.  IR.*  Aug,  12,  953. 
3r.*  Aug,  IS,  1117. 
Royal  Assent,  Avg,  IJ^  1282. 

Australasia 

Kanakas — Deportation  of,    from  Qneens- 

land  to  South  Sea    Islands,  Laying 

Copy  of  Regulations  Relatire  to,  on 

Table. 

Q,    Lord  Tweedmouth;  ^.    Duke 

of  Marlborough,  Aug,  10,  531. 

Austria 

Macedonia,  Ckmnection  with  affairs  in. 
Os,  Mr.  Bryoe,  Aug.  10;  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, 694,  695.' 
Sugar  Convention  Bill,  see  that  title. 

Bahr-el-Ghazal 

Transfer   of   part   of   Bahr-el-Ghazal  to 
Congo  Free  State — Result  of  Negotia- 
tions. 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Aug,  6,  135. 

Bjtker  Street  and  Waterloo  Bailway  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Bailway  (Ex- 
tension of  Time)  Bill 

I,  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  11,  791. 

Bailey,  Mr.  J.  [Newington,  Walworth] 

Motor-Car  Accidents — Number  of  Acci- 
dents to  Vehicles  and  Persons  Injured 
in  1902,  Proceedings  of  Police  against 
Drivers,  Aug,  12,  998. 

Bangor  Corporation  Bill 

cZlL,*  Aug,  10,  654. 

I,  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  I4,  1283. 

Bank  of  England 

Metropolitan    Police     Fund     Account- 
Amount  in  Bank  for  which  no  interest 
is  received. 
Q,    Mr.  Cremer;  A.     Mr.   Akers 
Douglas,  Aug.  6, 137. 

Balcarres,  Lord  {Lancashire,  Chorley] 

British  Museum,  Proposed  Extension- 
Cost  and  Plans  of,  Aug,  7,  391. 

Pall  Mall,  Extension  of  — Removal  of 
SUtue  of  Charles  I.,  Aug,  IS,  1162. 

Queen  Victoria  Memorial— Exhibition  of 
Model  of  proposed  Memorial  propo  ed, 
Aug,  7,  391.  ^^ 

Scottish  Board  of  Manufactures  Committee 
— Date  of  publication  of  Report,  A  ua. 
6,  116. 

Balfonr»  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.— Prime  Minister' 
and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  [Man- 
chester, E.] 

Aden — Proposed  Transfer  of  Aden  from 
India  Office  to  Forei^  Office,  Ques- 
tion under  Consideration,  Aug,  7, 396. 
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Balfour,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.—cont, 

Balir-el-Ghazal— Transfer  of  part  of,  to 
Con^  Free  State,  Negotiations  pro- 
ceeding, Aug,  6, 135. 

Congo  Free  State  Administration — Com- 
munication to  other  Powers  relative 
to,  Publication  of  terms  of  Despatch, 
Aug.  6,  135. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug,  11,  866,  874,  877,  878,  879,  880, 
881 ;  Aug.  U,  1315. 

Ecclesiastical  Commission  —  Financial 
Statement,  No  cause  for  suggested 
Departmental  Inquiry,  Aug.  G,  126. 

Fiscal  Inquiry. 

Ireland — Inclusion  of,  within  scope  of 
Inquiry,  Aug,  6,  149. 

Returns  relative  to.  Publication  of, 
Aug.  12,  1030, 

Fiscal  Policy^Manchester  Meeting,  varied 
Accounts  of  Proceedings  of,  Aug.  IS, 
1183. 

Qovemment  Factories — Recommendation 
of  Public  Accounts  Committee  relative 
to  Management  of,  Conaideratioa  of 
Recommendation  by  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Aug,  12,  1033. 

Land  Tax  Commissioners  Name  Bill — In- 
troduction of  Bill  next  Session  prob- 
able, Aug,  12,  1030. 

Liberia— Alleged  Looting  of  British 
Steamer  ^' Haussa,"  Orders  of  Liberian 
(Government,  Aug.  11,  858. 

Macedonia,  Position  in — Terms  of  Treaty 
of  Berlin,  Attitude  of  Russia  and 
Austria,  Control  of  Turkish  Troops, 
Aug,  10,  695. 

Marine  Insurance  Law  Consolidation  Bill 
— Improlmbility  of  passing  Bill  during 
present  Session,  Aug.  7,  ^9. 

Port  of  London  Bill,  Aug.  12,  1112,  1114. 

Port  of  London  Bill. 

Bill  to  be  treated  as  Private  Bill  and 
carried  over  till  next  Session, 
Aug,  10,  686. 

Carrying  over  of  Bill  tiU  next  Session. 
Step  not  to  be  made  into  a 
Precedent,  Aug.  12,  1033. 

Railway  Rates— Rates  paid  by  Railway 
Comjouiies  to  Local  authorities,  Aug. 

Railway  (Electrical  Powers)  Bill  [pom- 
mktee),  Aug.  6,  262. 

Roumania  and  Germany,  Negotiations 
l)etween  —  Depsu-tmental  Committee 
on  Consular  Service— Policy  in 
Somaliland,  Migration  of  labour  from 
Nyassaland  to  Transvaal,  Situation  in 
Congo  Free  State,  Slavery  in  2^nzibar 
—Trade  in  Uganda,  Aug.  10,  717. 

Sale  of  Butter  Bill— Proposed  Introduction 
of,  at  Early  Date  next  Session,  Aug. 
6,162. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  6,  247. 
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Balfour.  Bt.  Hon.  G,— President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  [Leeds,  Central] 

Iri»h  Agricnltnral  Prodace,  Ireland — 
Railway  Delays  of  —  Inqnirv  into 
Complaints  communicated  to  Board  of 
Trade,  Avg,  12,  1029. 

Belgian  Sngar  Legislation— Accordance 
of,  with  terms  of  Convention — Ques- 
tion for  Consideration  of  Permanent 
Commission,  Aug.  10,  675. 

British  Imports  and  Exports — Value  of. 

Years  1873,  1883.,  etc.,  Aug.  12. 

lOOL 
Years,  1893, 1902,  Aug.  10,  675. 

Coal,  Welsh— Shipments  of,  to  Far  East 
in  1902.  1903— Method  of  entry  of 
Coal  in  Cases  in  which  Charter  Party 
contains  Option  of  Destination,  Aug. 
14,  1288. 

Cotton  —  Re-exportation  of  Raw  —  to 
United  States,  Statistics,  Aug.  6, 118. 

German  Official  Export  Returns— Basis  of 
Calculation,  Aug.  10,  664. 

London  County  Council,  Tram  Rails  pur- 
chased by — Amount  of  Foreign  and 
British  manufacture  respectively,  Aug. 
6,  137. 

Louffh  Foyle,  Erection  of  Buoy  on  Tuns 
Bank — Necessity  for  constructing 
Special  Buoys,  Aug.  li,  1290. 

Mail  Service,  Ireland  —  Alleged  Over- 
crowding in  Mail  Train  to  Holyhead, 
Attention  of  Railway  Company 
directed  to  Allegations,  Aug.  1$,  1029. 

Paris  "Tube"  Accident— Report  of  Pro- 
ceedings at  Inquiry  to  be  obtained  by 
Board  of  Trade,  Aug.  12,  1002. 

"Romford,"  s.s.— Alleged  Deserters  from 
steamship.  Question  of  claiming  re- 
payment of  Government  expenses 
under  consideration,  Aug.  14, 1^1. 

Soutli-Eastem  and  Chatham  Railway- 
Alleged  Non-compliance  of  companies 
with  Act  of  1899,  relative  to  Work- 
men's Trains,  Tickets,  etc,  Aug.  10, 
674. 

Wheat,  Barley,  Oats— Value  of  Produc- 
tions for  year  1901-1902,  Aug.  14, 
1292. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act — Provision 
as  to  thirty  feet  limit— Consideration 
of  qaestion  in  connection  with  Amend- 
ment of  Act,  Aug.  11,  848. 

Balfonr,  Mr.  Kenneth  [Christchurch] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  410, 
422,  493. 

Balfonr  of  Bnrleigli,   hoid- Secretan/  Jor 
Scotland 
Burgh    Police  (Scotland)   Bill,  Aug.  11, 

796 ;    Com.   Aug.   12,  866,  967,   968, 

969,  971,  972,  973,  974. 
Employment  of  Children  Bill,  Aug.  It, 

830,833. 
Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolid<«tion 

and  Amenilm.'Ut  Bill,  Aug,  10,  678. 

14 


Balfour  of  Burleigh,  iMt^—cont. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  IB,  955, 
961. 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill,  Aug.  11 
799  ;  Aug.  12,  975. 

Banbury,  8ir  F.  [Camberwell,  Peckham] 
Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7, 397, 
399,  416,  461,  462,  475,  490. 

Barracks 

Barracks,  Erection  of,  Mounted  Infuitrf 
under  Military  Works  Bill—Forma- 
tion of  Peimanent  Force  of  Mounted 
Infantry. 
Q.    Sir  E.  Lees  ;  A.    Mr.  Brodrick, 
Aug.  6,  123. 

Barry  Bailway  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Banymore,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  6, 21. 

Bath  Corporation  Water  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Bayley*  Mr.  T.  [Derbyshire,  Chesterfield] 
Irrigation  Commission    Report— Decision 
of  Indian  Government  with  reference 
to  Recommendations  of  Report,  Avg. 
6,  134. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  404, 
410,  458. 

Somaliland — State  of  AfTars  in,  Aug.!^, 
707. 

Vaccination  Acts,  Imprisonment  under- 
Arrests  made  previous  to  lasne  of 
Distress  Warrants,  alleged.  Report  on 
cases  requested,  Aug.  6,  137. 

Beach,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hicks  [Bristol,  W] 
Motor-Cars  Bill  {CommUtee),  Aug.  7,427. 
Pacific  Cable,  Total  net  expenditure  on.- 

Proportion  due  from  Colonies,  Date  of 

Payment,  Aug.  6,  136. 

Beckenham  Urban  District  ConncilBill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 
Beckenham  Urban  District  Coundl  Bill 
Personal  Explanation. 
0$.  Karl  of  Moriey;  Lord  Tweedmottth, 
Aug.  7,  266,  m. 

Bee-keeping  Industry 

Foul  Brood  Disease,  Ireland— Powers  of 
Agricultural  Department. 
08.    Mr.    Bo  land,    Mr.   Atkiwon 
Aug.  6,  162. 

Belfast 

Mail  Service— Delays  since  July  1,  1^3, 
Number  and  Cause  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Sloan;  A.    Mr.   Austen 
Cliamberlain,  Aug  IS,  Uea 
[cenL 
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Belfast— co»<. 

ro-t  Office— Misconduct  of  Employee, 
Unequal  Treatment  of  Witnesses  of 
Act,  Inquiry  into  Administration  of 
Office,  proposed. 

Q,    Mr.    Sloan ;   A.    Mr.    Ansten 
Chamberlain,  Atig.  13,  1160. 

Telegraph    De^rtment  —  Reinstatement 
of  Clerk  guilty  of  Stabbing. 
Q.    Mr.    Sloan ;   A.    Mr.    Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug,  6',  116. 

Water  Supply — Compulsory  Surrender  of 

Farms     to    Water   CommiBsioners — 

Delay  in  assessing  compensation  to 

tenants. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Devlin ;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 

ham,  Aug,  11,  863. 

Belgium 

Sugar   Legislation — Accordance  of,  with 
Terms  of  Convention. 
Q,  Mr.  Lough ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Aug,  10,  675. 

Belmore,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  6, 
36,  37,  38,  39,  40,  78,  107;  Aug.  7, 
294 ;  Aug.  10,  680,  585,  586,  588,  590, 
592,  596,  622,  629  ;  Aug.  11,  800. 

Belper,  Lord 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  {Committee), 
Aug.  10,  641,  647,  649,  650,  662  ;  Aug. 
11,  826,  827,  828,  829,  833. 

Marriages  Legalisation  Bill,  Aug.  11,  800. 

Beltnrbet 

Rate  Collector,  Case  of  Surcharge  against 
— Reconsideration  of  Decision  not  to 
Interfere  in  Case,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    P.    Farrell;   A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Aug.  10,  684. 

Berlin,  Treaty  of 
Terms  of, 

Os.  Mr.    Bryce,    Aug.    10,    694;    Mr. 
Balfour,  695. 

Bhownafixree,  Sir  M.  M.  [Bethnal  Green, 

Aden— Proposed  Transfer  of  Aden  from 
India  Office  to  Foreign  Office,  Decision 
with  regard  to,  Aug.  7,  396. 

Ceylon — Education  of  Tamil  children  in. 
Representations  to  Government  for 
establishment  of  schools,  proposed, 
Aug.  7,  396. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  IS, 
1236, 

Rainfall  in  India— Nature  of  latest  Report 
with  regard  to,  Aug.  IS,  1178. 

Bill,  Mr.  C  [StaiSbrdshire,  Leek] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  498. 

Birmingham  Oorporation  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791, 

Birmingham  District  Tramways  Bill 
I,  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 
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Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths 

England  and  Wales— Cost  of  Registration* 
Q,  Mr.  W.  Abraham  ;  A,  Mr.  W. 
Long,  Aug.  6,  119. 

Blackheath    and     Greenwich     District 
Electric  Light  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  11,  790. 

Blackpool 

Christ  Church  School— Refusal  to  pay  Fee 
ptint  till  March,  1904— Grounds  for 
Refusal. 
Q.  Mr.  Harwood  ;  ^.  Sir  W.  Anson, 
Aug,  IS,  1163. 

Board  of  Agricnltnre 

8U  Agriculture,  Board  of. 

Board  of  Agricnltnre  and  Fisheries  Bill 
c.  Con.*  Rep.*  Aug.  7,  528. 
3r.  Aug.  10,  787. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4, 1282. 

Board  of  Trade 

see  Trade,  Board  of. 

Boilers 

Explosions— Report  on  working  of  Acts  of 
1882  and  1890,  Presented,  Aug.  I4, 
1281. 

Boland,  Mr,  J.  [Kerry,  S.] 

Bee-keeping  in  Ireland— Threatened  De- 
struction of,  Aug.  6,  162. 

Cooscrowm,  County  Kerry— Improvement 
of  Landing  Stage  at,  Aug.  6, 121. 

Glen,  County  Kerry— Extension  of  Boat 
Slip  at— Cause  of  delay  in  proceeding 
with  Work,  Aug.  6,  121, 

Ireland,  Condition  of  National  Library  of 
— Necessity  for  increased  Accommo- 
dation of  Staff,  Aug.  6, 156. 

Valentia  Island  Postal  Facilities— Decision 
with  regard  to  Second  Delivery,  Aug. 
IS,  1159. 

Bond,  Mr,  E.  [Nottingham,  E.] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  11, 
916. 

Borongh  Funds  Bill 

I,  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Borrisoleigh 

Petty  Sessions— Meagher's  Case,  Liability 
of  Meagher  to  re-prosecution. 

Q.   Mr.    P.  J.    O'Brien;   A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  12,  1026. 

Boscawen,  Captain  Griffith  [Kent,  Tun- 
bridge] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  456, 
457,  458,  459,  476,  486,  500 ;  Aug.  11, 
920. 

Bonmemonth  Oorporation  Tramways  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790.  ^ 
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Bournemouth  Oas  and  Water  Bill 

/.  Royal  AflBeot,  Aug.  11,  791. 
Boyle 

Borrowing  Powers  and  liability  of  Town- 
ship-—Grounds  of  Objection  to  f-anc- 
tioninf;  further  Loan. 
Q.  Mr.  TuUy  ;  A.  Wyndham,  Aug. 
IS,  1172. 

Kate  Collector— Loss  involved   by   Pay- 
ment of  Uncollectable  Rates  oy,  In- 
troduction of  Leralation  to  provi.le 
for  Refunding  of  Money  to  Collector, 
proposed. 
Qs,    Mr.  J.    O'Kelly;    Mr.  Tully ; 
As,  Mr.  Wyndham,  Aug.   IS, 
1159. 

Boyle,  Mr.  P.  J. 

Delay  in  Appointment  as  Light- Keeper- 
Cause  of  Delay. 
Q,  Mr.  H.  Law ;  ^.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug.  Ig,  1005. 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill 

c.  3R.*  Aug,  7,  386. 

/.  Royal  Assent  Aug,  14,  1282. 

Brigg,  Mr.  J.  [Yorkshire,  W.R..  Keighley] 
Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  405, 
409,  450,  489,  491. 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill 
c.  3R.*  Aug.  6,  113. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Bristol 

Post  Office;  Promotion— Sorting  Clerk 
and  Telegraphist  promoted  over 
Heads  of  Senior  Colleagues,  Grounds 
for  Promotion. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  12,  1004. 

Union  Infirmary,  Inadequate  accommoda- 
tion in — Intentions  of  Local  Govern- 
ment   Board    with   regard    to    New 
Buildings. 
q.    Afr.   H.   Samuel;  A.    Mr.    W. 
JA>ng,  Aug.  12,  1000. 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

British  Mtiseom 

Extension  Proposed— Cost  and  Plans  of. 
Qs,  Lord  Balcarres ;  As.  Mr.  V.  Caven- 
dish, Aug.  7,  391. 
Reading    Room— Numbers    of    Readers' 
Attendances  for  year  1902-3,  Library 
Staff: 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Law;  A.  Mr.  Wjrndham, 
Aug.  12,  1005. 

Broadhurst,  Mr.  H.  [Leicester] 

Cunsolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  14, 1302. 

MotorCars  Bill  {CommiUee)  Aug.  7,  401, 
415,  428,  430  ;  Aug.  11,  91.3,  927. 

Ordnance  Factories — Salaries  in,  Aug.  10, 
739. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  G,  241. 
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Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  JoYm—Secreiary  of 

State  for  War  [Surrey,  GuildfordJ 

Army  Veterinary  Department,  Attitude 
of  Vet«riiiary  Doctors  towards  — 
Number  of  Vacancies,  Number  of 
Cantiidates  at  last  examination,  etc, 
Aug.  14,  1289. 

Artillerjr  Horses  at  Trawsfynydd  Camp, 
Merionethshire — No  Report  receivcil 
by  War  Office  as  to  Condition  of, 
Aug.  14,  1290. 

"  Blessing  the  Colours  "  —  Conditions 
under  which  Roman  Catholic  Ecclesi- 
astics take  part  in  Ceremony,  Ca^^e  of 
Bishop  of  Cork,  Aug.  10,  67 J. 

Dysentry  Commission  on — Circulation  of 
Report,  Aug.  11,  852. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  IS, 
1250. 

Edmed,  F.— Fraudulent  practices  of.  Credit 
obtained  by  wearing  of  King's  unifonu. 
Case  for  General  OBScer  Commanding 
District,  Aug.  11,  864. 

Government  Contraots:— 

Underwood  and  Son — Tenders  made 
by  firm  through  other  firm:*. 
Action  of  War  Office,  Aug.  lo. 
673. 

War  Office  Contracts  with  Foreign 
Merchants  for  Saddlery,  etc,— 
Value  of,  Aug.  6,  124. 

Infantry  —  Erection  of  Barracks  f<H- 
Mounted  Infantry  under  Military 
Works  Bill,  Formation  of  Permanent 
Force  of  Mounted  Infantry  not  ccm- 
templated,  Aug.  6,  123. 

Ordnance  Factories,  Rate  of  pay  in— 
Report  of  Public  Accounts  Committee 
— Treatment  of  Workmen  at  Wool- 
wich, Aug.  10,  733. 

Lancers,  16th,  Home  Service  given  to  19tb 
Hussars  instead  of  16th  l^uicens 
Explanation,  Aug.  6,  125. 

Manoeuvres  —  Cost  of  September  Ma- 
noBUvree,  Aug.  11,  853. 

Militia. 

Band  expenses — Proposed  Increase  of 
grant  towards— No  Increase  to  be 
Allowed,  Aiig.  11,  854. 

Commissions  in  the  Regular  Army — 
Regulations  for  Mintia  Officers 
Aug.  14,  1296. 

Fusilier  Regiments,  Head-dress  of — 
Reason  for  not  providing  R«gi- 
ments  with  full  Head -dress,  Aug. 

11,  S54:. 

Training  —  Proposed  Excension  of 
Length  uf,  Aug.  10,  668. 

Porthcawl  Rifle  Range —Construction  of 
Range  to  be  proceeded  with,  Aug.  11^ 
852. 

Royal  Engineers,  Committee  of  Inquiry 
into  Barrack  Work  of — Report  not 
to  be  published,  Aug.  10,  668. 
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Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  John— cont. 

Somaliland  Military  Expedition. 

Future  Operations  in— No  Decision 
yet  arrived  at  with  regard  to, 
Attff,  10,  668. 

Nature  of  Ammunition  supplied  to 
Troops,  Aug,  10,  670. 

South  Africa,  British  Garrison  in— Per- 
manent Barrack  Accommodation  for, 
Arrangements  with  regard  to  erection 
of,  Aug.  13,  1175. 

Volunteers. 

Honorary  Rank  and  Right  to  wear 
Uniform — Granting  of,  to  Officers 
for  Service  in  South  Airioan  War, 
Aug,  lU  853. 

King*s  African  Rifles — No  appoint- 
ments in,  given  to  Volunteers, 
Axtjg,  14,  1289. 

Manceuvres— Regulations  with  regard 
to,  Aug,  6,  124. 

Regulations  with  regard  to  Drills,  ^uor. 
e,  123. 

Yeomanry,  Imperial  Irish — By  whom 
Raised,  Place  of  Training,  Amount  of 
Capitation  Grant,  etc.,  Aug,  10,  673. 


Brotherton,  Mr.  E.  A.  [Wakefield] 

Canadian  Steel,  Extension  of  bounties  on, 
alleged  Prohibiting  Importation  of 
Canadian  Steel,  proposed,  Aug,  6, 
126. 

Brown,  Mr.  G.  [Edinburgh,  Central] 

Education,  Board  of,  Consultative  and 
Registration    Committees,    Addition 

_  of  Infant  School  Teaching  Specialists, 
proposed,  Aug.  12,  1003. 

Bryce,  Bt.  Hon.  James  [Aberdeen,  S.] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  BiU, 
Aug,  14,  1314. 

Canard  and  International  Mercantile 
Marine  Companies,  Aug,  IS,  1106. 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Returns  relative  to,  Pub- 
licaticn  of,  Aug,  1^2,  1030. 

Macedom'a,  Grave  Condition  of  Affairs  in 
— British  control  over  Turkish  Govern- 
ment and  Albania— Neglect  of  re- 
forms settled  at  Treaty  of  Berlin — 
Attitude  of  Austria  and  Russia,  Aug. 
10,  693. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug,  6, 244. 

Buchanan,' Mr.  T.  R.  [Pertlishire,  E.] 

Delhi  Durbar— Total  Charge  on  Indian 
Revenues  for,  Aug,  11,  847. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug,  13, 
1257. 

Indian  Army  Establishment  —  Request 
for  Increase  of  Permanent  British 
force  in  1903,  Aug,  11,  847. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  Aug.  12,  1116. 

Public  Buildings  Expenses  Bill,  Aug,  11, 
943. 
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Bnncrana 

Pier — Construction  of  new  Pier,  proposed. 
Q,  Mr.  O'Doherty ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug,  14,  1296. 

Sewage  Scheme -Rejection  of  District 
Council's  Plans  by  Local  Government 
Board,  Refunding  Council  for  expenses 
of  scheme  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  frDoherty;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,-4  ttgr.  IS,  1172. 


Bnrdett-Oontts,  Mr. 

minster] 


W.  L.  A.  B.  [West 


MotorCars  BiU  {Committee)  Aug,  7,  400, 
467,  482 ;  Aug,  11,  916,  927,  936. 

Bnrgh  Police  (Scotland)  BiU 

3r.»  Aug.  7,  528. 


c.  con, 

I,  iiR,.''  Aug,  10,  m. 
2r.  Aug.  11,  799. 

Considered  in  Committee  [H.L.],  Aug. 
966. 
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Advertisements,  Height  of,  968. 

Betting  in  Public,  969. 

Carriage- Ways,  Prohibition  of,  967. 

County  Councils  Association.  Request 

o<  972. 
Leith  Harbour  Board,  Costs  on,  969, 

97a 

Ratepayers'  Appeals,  970. 

Snow  Clearing,  A  Way  of,  971. 

Slaughter  Houses,  974. 

Town  Councils,  Power  of,  967. 

Debate  on  2r.  [H.L.],  Aug,  Ml,  796. 

Convention  of  Royal  and  Parliamentary 
Burghs,  Action  of,  796. 

Local  Legislation,  Co-ordination  of,  798. 

/.  3R.  Aug,  12,  974. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.,  Con,*  Aug,  13,  1184. 

/.  Royal  Afcent,  Aug,  I4,  1282. 


Bnrke,    Mr.    Haviland 

Tullamo:e.] 


[King's    County, 
Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee)  Aug,  7,  437. 


Bnrtonport  and  Letterkenny  Railway 
Management   of,    on   occasion   of  Royal 
Visit,  Inquiry  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Fadden.    A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Aug,  12, 1006. 


District  Joint  Water  Board 


Bury  and 
Bill 

c,  3R.*  Aug,  7,  386. 
I.  Riiyal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1283. 

Business  of  the  House 

Course  of  Business— Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour's 
Replies  to  Questions,  Aug.  6,  152; 
Aug,  11,  863  ;  Aug,  12,  1034. 


[Fourth  Series.] 


Butter 

Departmental   Committee — Final 
Presented,  Aug,  12,  953,  994. 
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Buxton,  Mr.  Sydney  [Tower  Hamleto,  Poplar] 

Congo  Free  State,  Government  of —Trans- 
ference of  Native!  from  Nyassaland  to 
South  Africa.  Aug,  10,  708. 

Port  of  London  BUI,  Aug,  IS,  1111,  1114. 

Bsnme,  Sergeant,  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary 
Suggested  Inquiry  into  Conduct  of— Result. 
Q7   Mr.    DuflFy;    A,    Mr.    Wyndhani, 
Aug,  if,  1022. 

Cabs 

Hansom  Cabs  —  Accident  in  Piccadilly, 

Cause  of,  Result  of  Experiments  for 

fteouring  greater  Safety  of  Passengers. 

Q.    Sir  C.  Cayzer ;  A,    Mr.  Akers 

Douglas,  ^4?!^.  Jl,  849 

Caldwell,  Mr.  James  [Lanarkshire,  Mid] 
Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug,  11,  890. 

Highlands  of  Scotland,  Work  of  Congested 
Districts  Board  in,  Aug,  10,  754. 

Uoensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill.  Aug.  12,  1115. 

Railways  (Electrical  Powers)  Bill  (Cowi- 
mittee),  Aug,  6,  261. 

Rate  on  Government  Property — Reasons 
for  increase  of,  Aug.  6,  WJ,  198,  201, 
204. 

Revenue  Bill,  A%ig.  10,  785 ;  Aug.  11,  944. 

Campbell,  Mr.  jHrneB—Solidtor-General  for 
Ireland  [Dublin  University] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  906. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  U,  1076. 

Camperdown,  Earl  of 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Bill,  Aug.  11,  798  ; 
Aug,  IS,  972. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  6,  3D ;  Aug.  7,  349, 
351, 352 ;  Aug.  10,  628,  630,  m  ;  Aug, 
11,  817,  825. 

South  African  Loan  and  War  Contribution 
Bill,  Aug.  12, 966. 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill,  Aug^  12, 
975. 

Canada 

Address  to  His  Majesty  on  Ir'sh  Affairs 
from  the  House  of  Commons  of  CanaHa, 
and  reply,  Presented  Aug.  7,  266,  388. 

Steel,  Extension  of  bounties  ou  steel, 
alleged  —  Prohibiting  importation  of 
Canadian  steel,  pioposed. 

g.     Mr.    Brotherton;    A.     Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  6,  126. 

Trade  Statistics— Increase  of  Manufactured 
Exports. 
Q.   Mr.  Toulmin  \  A.   Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Aug.  6,  129. 

Wool  Imports — Freedom    from    duty    of. 
Extension    of    Prefeiential  Tariflf  to 
Australian  wool. 
Q,   Mr.  Duncan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Aug.  10,  658. 
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Canterbury,  Lord  Archbishop  of 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  {Cwnmitte), 
Aug.  10,  644,  650 ;  Aug.  11,  826,  828, 

Carlow,  County 

Evictions— Number  of,  in  years  1878-1903. 
Q.     Mr.   Hammond ;   A,    Mr.    Wynci- 
ham,  Aug.  11,  851. 

Carmarthenshire  Electric  Power  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Cartels 

tte  Sugar  Convention  Bill. 

Castleblaney 

Post  Office— Female  Telegraph  Leamen, 
Action  of  district  surveyor  with  r^anl 
to.  Inquiry  proposed. 
q,     Mr.  IRPKean  ;  A,    Mr.  Aosten 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  12,  1028. 

Castleblaney,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Bail 
way  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Castletown,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug,  6, 42. 49, 
69,  65,  69,  70,  71,  72,  73,  74,  77,  81,  82, 
83,  86,  93,  107  r  Aug.  7,  271,  272,  2«l, 
288,289,  290,  292,  307,  311,  315.  316, 
317,  820,  321,  322,  323,  324,  326,  32H, 
329,  333,  338,  354 ;  Aug.  10,  621,  6*2. 
626  ;  Aug.  11,  800,  820,  825,  826. 

Cattle  and  Live  Stock 

United  States— Shipments  from  Boston. 
Prohibition  of  importation  into  Great 
Britain— Date  of  Removal. 

Q,     Mr.  C.  M*Arthur;  A.     Mr.  A. 
Fellowes,  Aug,  11,  858. 

Cavan,  County 

Bultersbridgo,  Inadequacy  of  Postal  Facili- 
ties at — Establishment  of  Telegraphic 
Communication,  Money  Order  Offier, 
etc.,  proposed. 

Q    Mr.  McGovem  ;  A,   Mr.  Austen 
Chi^mberlain,  Aug.  12,  1003. 

Labourers'  Cottages,  Erection  of  — DeUy 
attributed  to  Action  of  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  Appointment  of  Arbi- 
trator. 

Q,     Mr. McGovem; -.4.     Mr.Wynd- 
ham,  Aug.  12,  1009. 

Cavendish,  Mr.  Victor  [Derbyshire,  w.] 

British  Museum,  Proposed,  Extension  of— 
Costs  and  Plans  of,  Aug.  7,  391. 

Chairs  in  Public  Parks  —  Payments  of 
Licence-holders,  Names  of  Lioencees, 
Date  of  Issue  of  Licence,  Alleged 
Decrease  in  Number  of  free  S^ta, 
Auj,  6,  140. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  901. 

House  of  Commons — New  Annunciaton 
for  Reading  Room,  etc.  No  ProvisioD 
in  Estimates  for  Expense^  ^ti^.  6,  ML 
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Oavendish,  Jlr.  Victor— con<. 

Land  in  Kear  of  Natural  History  Museum 
— Purpose  for  which  utilised,  Improb- 
ability of  preserving  Land  as  Open 
Space,  Aug,  10,  659. 

London  Buildings  in  Ck>urse  of  Erection — 
Date  of  Completion,  Aug,  6,  120. 

Pall  Mall,  Extension  of — No  necessity  for 
Removal  of  Statue  of  Charles  I.  from 
present  position,  Aug.  IS,  1162. 

Public  Buildings  Expenses  Bill  {Com- 
mittee),  Aug.  10,  774,  775. 

Queen  Victoria  Memorial  -Model  of  pro- 
posed Memorial  not  to  be  publicly 
Exhibited,  Aug.  7,  391. 

St.  James'  Park — Nature  of  Works  pro- 
ceeding in,  Aug,  6, 120. 

Westminster  Abbey — Covering  over  shrine 
of  King  Edward  the  Confessor,  Power 
of  Removal  in  Hands  of  Dean  and 
Chapter,  Aug.  11,  851. 

Oawley,  Mr.  Frederick  [Lancashire,  Prest- 
wichj. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (Committee),  Aug.  7,  409. 

Oayzer,  Sir  Charles  [Barrow-in-Fumess]. 

Hansom  Cabs — Accident  in  Piccadilly, 
Cause  of,  Result  of  Experiments  for 
securing  greater  Safety  of  Passengers, 
Aug,  11,  849. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act — Provision 
as  to  thirty  feet  limit.  Amendment  of 
Act  proposed,  Auq.  11,  848. 

Oecil,  Mr-  Evelyn  [Aston  Manor] 

Cunard  and  International  Mercantile 
Marine  Companies,  Aug.  1$,  1098. 

Oecil,  Lord  Hngh  [Greenwich] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  868,  878,  §79. 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  947,  948,  949. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (Cow7/ii^^),  ilw^.  7,  453; 
Aug.  11,  935,  942. 

Oeylon 

Education  of  Tamil  Children  in— Repre- 
sentations to  Ceylon  Government  for 
Establishment  of  Estate  Schools,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.    Sir  M.  Bhownaggre  ;  A.    Mr. 
J.   Chamberlain,    Aug.  7,  395. 
Q.     Mr.   H.  Roberts  ;   A.    Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  12,  1015. 

OhamberlaiiL  Rt.  Hon.  A.xisX&nr—PostmcLster- 
GtneraX  [  Worcestershire,  E.] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  904,  905,  906. 

Ireland. 
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Chamberlain,  Bt.  Hon-  Austen—^ort^. 

Ireland — cont. 

Post  Office. 

Bangor  (CJounty  Down)  Postal 
Service  —  Improved  Postal 
Facilities  under  Considera- 
tion, A^ig.  10,  686. 

Belfast  Poet  Office. 

Misconduct  of  Employee- 
Difference  in  Treatment 
of  Witnesses  of  Act, 
Reason  for,  Aug,  13, 1160. 

Telecraph  Department  — 
Reinstatement  of  Clerk 
guilty  of  Stabbing,  Attg, 
6, 116. 

Buttersbridge  (County  Cavan) 
Postal  Facilities — Conditions 
of  proposed  Provision  of 
Telegraphic  Facilities,  Estab- 
lishment  of  Money  Order 
Office  to  be  considered,  Aug, 
in,  1003. 

Castleblaney  Post  Office — Action 
of  District  Surveyor  with 
regard  to  Female  Telegraph 
Learners — Inquiry  in  progress, 
Aug.  12,  1028. 

Cork  Mail  Delays  —  Cause  of, 
Aug.  12,  1027. 

Dublin  Poetmen — Punishment  of 
postmen  for  mis-delivery  of 
letters — Inquirj-  to  be  made, 
Aug.  13,  1161. 

Postal  Order  Department — 
Majority  of  work  done  at 
London  Branch — Reason  for 
Arrangement,  Aug.  7,  392. 

Rhosneigr,  Postal  Facilities  at — 
Provision  of  later  Evening 
Despatch  under  Considera- 
tion, Aug.  11,  845. 

Straffiin  Post  Office— Early  closing 
of  —  Involving  Delay  in 
Delivery  of  Parcels— Inquiry 
to  be  made,  Aug.  IS,  1159. 

Valentia  Island,  County  Keiry — 
Postal  Facilities  —  Decision 
with  regard  to  Second 
Delivery,  Aug,  IS,  1159. 

Telephone  Service — 

Applications  for  Extension  of — 
to  receive  consideration, 
Aug.  13,  1182. 

Communication  in  South  of 
Ireland  —  Consideration  of 
Suggestions  for  Extension  of, 
Aug.  10,  661. 

Mail  Contracts-Obligations  during  War, 
Aug.  10,  660. 

Post  Office  Employees. 

Second  Division  Clerks.  Order 
in  Council  relative  to  trans- 
ference of  Clerks  to  Second 
Division;  Position  of  Clerks 
not  transferred,  Aug.  IS, 
1160.  ^ 
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Ohamberlain,  Bt.  Hon.  Anaien'-ronf. 

Post  Office  Employees —con/. 

Wages  Committee  —  Composition 
of  Committee  not  yet  coui- 
plete,  Aug.  12y  1004. 

Irish  Questions. 

sec  Sub-heading  Ireland. 

Letter  containing  Postal  Onler,  Mis- 
carriage of  —  Efforts  made  for 
recovery  of,  Aug.  lOy  680. 

Postal  Order  Business  in  England  and 
Ireland— Amounts  of  Issues  and 
Payments  in  two  countries 
respectively  during  last  ten  years, 
Aug.  11.  842. 

Savings  Bank,  Decentralisation  of, 
Attg.  14,  843. 

Scotland. 

Glasgow  Post  OflBce, 

Overtime  in,  Cause  of— MeaHures 
for  prevention  of  overtime 
work,  Aug.  6*,  117. 

Sorting  Clerks  and  Telegraphistn 
—Wages  grievance,  Inquiry 
in  progress  into,  Aug.  6,  118. 

Telegraph  Service  at  Edinburgh  and 
Dundee  —  Payment  of  Night 
Messengers  for  Sunday  Duty, 
Aug.  10,  660. 

Telegraph  Service. 

Central  Telegraph  Office,  I^ndon— 
Apnlication  of  New  Regulation 
witn  regard  to  meal  reliefs  to 
Central  Office,  Aug.  7,  394. 

Colombo,    Telegram    to  —  Delay    in 
delivery    of.    Compensation  an 
inquiry     not     i»ermitted     under 
International  Telegraph  Conven- 
tion Regulations  Aug.  I4,  1291. 

Scotch  Questions. 

see  Sub-heading  Scotland. 

Hamp3tead,  West— Alleged  delay  in 
supplying  houses  with  telephones, 
Present  stage  of  work.  Ana.  10, 
676. 

Irish  Questions. 

see  Subheading  Ireland. 

Wireless  Telegraphy— No  agreement  con- 
cluded between  Post  Office  and 
Marcon}  Company,  Aug.  11^  845. 

Ohamberlain,   Bt.   Hon.   J.— Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  [Birmingham,  W.] 

BoerSfReligiousIntoleranceamong— Dutch 
Hefomied  Ministers  refusing  Religious 
Rites  to  Boers,  Av^.  6,  127. 

Cinadian  Steel— Alleged  extension  of 
bounties  on,  Aug  6*,  126. 

Ceylon  Estate  Schools,  Establishment  of 
additional  schools— Question  un<ler 
consideration  of  Incidence  of  Taxation 
Commission,  Aug.  V^^  1015. 

Cyprus,  Question  of— Succession  of  Turkish 
rule,  Aug.  10,  723. 
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Ohambarlain,  Rt  Hon.  J.—<;onU 

Dutch  Gifts  to  the  Boers— Facilities 
granted  for  Dbtribntion  of,  Aug.  6, 
126. 

Exports  to  S)uth  and  West  African 
Colonies,  Aug.  10,  669. 

Northern  Nigeria  Force — Number  of 
Medical  and  Veterinary  Officers  with 
force,  number  of  casualties,  Aug.  10, 
669. 

Transvaal. 

liabour  Question— Powers  of  Legisla- 
tive Council  with  regard  to,  Aug. 
13,  1015. 

Post  Office  Censorship — AmeDdiii<: 
Ordinance  relative  to,  not  yet 
received,  Aug.  6,  129. 

Tristan  d' Acunha  —Deportation  of  British 
subjects  from  Island  to  South  Africa ; 
Communications  with  Governor  of 
Cape  Colony,  Aug.  11,  855. 

Wool  Imports  into  Canada,  Freedom  from 
Doty  of— Preferential  tariff  nt>t  w 
tended  to  A  istralian  Wool,  Aug.  10, 
65S. 

Jhancery*  Ooort  of 

see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Channel  Squadron 

Autumn  Craise,  Programme  of— Inclauon 
of  vwit  to  Lo  igh  Foyle. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Doberty ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold 
Forster,  Aitg.  I4,  1290. 

Ohanning,  Mr.  F  A.  [Northamptonshire,  K.] 

Dogs,  JmportaUon  of. 

Effect  of  new  r^^latioos  on  smng^in^' 
of  Dogs — Reversion  to  previoa- 
Regulations  proposed,  Aug.  7, 
390. 

liecommendations  of  Mr.  Sewell- 
Withdrawal  of  present  and  former 
Regulations,  and  Formation  of 
New  Order  proposed,  A  ug.  10, 665. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee)  Aug.  7,388, 
421. 

Ohard  Corporation  Oas  and  Electricity 
Bia 

I.    Royal  Assent,  Aug,  11,  791. 

Charitable  Loan  Fnnd  Act. 

Introduction    of    Amending    Bill    next 
session,  proposed. 
Q.    Dr.  Thompson  ;  ^.  Mr.  Atkin 
son,  Aug.  12,  999. 

Charles  I.,  Statue  of 

Extension  of  Pall  Mall— Removal  of  Statne 
from  present  Dosition. 
Q.    Lord    Balcarroa;    A.    Mr.  V. 
Cavendish,  Aug,  15,  1102. 

Chatham 

Poor  Law  Schools,  Infliction  of  Corponl 

Punishment  on  ^irl  in.  Contrary  to 

regulations— Action  of  Local  Go^-cm- 

ment  Board. 

Q.     Sir    J.    Gorat;    A.     Mr.   W. 

Long,  Aug.  /;?,  1001, 
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Chatham  and  District  Light  Railways 
Bill 
L    Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790 

Cheltenham 

Post  OflBce— No  Appointments  to  be  given 
to   Assistant    Fostmen    in    Service, 
Authority  for  Statement. 
Q,     Mr.  J.   O'Connor;    A.     Mr. 
Chamberlain,  Auq.  12,  1004. 

China 

Likin  dues.  Abolition  of 
08.    Mr.  Weir,  Aug.  10,  712. 

Railways  in 
Os.    Mr.  Weir,  Aug.  10,  712. 

Shanghai,  Imprisonment  of  Chinese 
Journalists  at — ^Attitude  of  H.M. 
Government  towards  demand  fo* 
surrender  of  prisoners  to  Chinese 
anthorities. 

Q.    Earl  Spencer;    A.      Marquess 
of  Lansdowne,  A  ity.  13,  1 120. 

Churchill,  Mr.  Winston  [Oldham] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)   Bdl, 

Aug.  Uf  1327. 
East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  IS, 

1232. 
Northern      Nigeria     Force— Numl)er    of 

Medical  and  Veterinary  Officers  with 

Force,  Number  of  casual ities,  Aug.  10, 

669. 

City  and  South  London  Railway  Bill 
L    Royal  Assent,  Autf.  11,  790. 

Civil  Service 

Royal  Commission  on  Superannuation. 
Report  Presented,  Aug.  11,  794,  839. 

Civil  Service  Estimates 

see  Supply. 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  County,  N.] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  881,  891,  892,  895. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  1$,  1055. 

Clare 

Ballaghaline    Fishery    Pier — Promise    of 
assistance  of  Lord  Lieutenant  in  con- 
nection with  erection  of  Pier— Fulfil- 
ment of  promise. 
Q.    Mr.   W.   Redmond  ;    A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  6,  147. 

Clive,  Captain  P.  A.  [Herefordshire,  Ross.] 
Pacific  Cable— Loss   on    working    of,  in 
year  1903-4,  Aug.  I4,  1293. 

Clonbrock,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  6,  6,  10,  11,  13,  14, 
25,  49,  65,  66,  80,  81,  82  ;  Aug.  7,  260,  272, 
S02,  307,  313,  315  ;  Aug.  10,  584,  587,  588, 
597,  613,  619,  620 ;  Aug.  IS,  1127. 

Cloncnrry,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  10  582. 
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Royal    Commission    on— First 
eport  Presented,  Aug.  10,  530,  655. 
Welsh  Coal— Shipments  of,  to  Far  East  in 
1902,  1903,  Method  of  entry  of  Coal 
in  cases  in  which  charter  party  con- 
tains option  of  destination. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  Aug.  I4,  1288. 

Cocoa  Butter 

First  Imposition  and  Yield  of  Duty  on. 
Q.   Sir  H.   Vincent ;  ^.   Mr.   Ritchie, 
Aug.  10,  658. 

Coercion  Act 

see  Expiring  I^ws  Continuance  Bill. 

Cogan,  Mr.  D.  J.  [Wicklow,  E.] 

Wicklow,  Valuation  of— Delay  in  furnish- 
ing Totals  of  Valuation,  Steps  to 
secure  issue  of,  by  February  Ist. 
Aug.  12,  1012. 

Coghill,  Mr.  D.  H.  [Stoke-upon  Trent] 

Ireland— Operation  of  the  Crimes  Act  in, 

Aug.  6,  187. 
Land  in  rear  of  Natural  Hi8toi7  Museum  - 
I^urpose  for  which  utilised.  Preserva- 
tion   of,    as    open    space    proposed, 
Aug.  10,Q59. 

Cohen,  M.  B.  S.  [Islington,  E.] 

Public  Baildinga  Expenses  Bill  {CommUfee), 
Aug.  10,  m. 

GollingS,  Et.  Hon.  J.  [Birmingham, Bordesley] 
Small  Holdings  —  Number  of  Count> 
Councils  appointing  Committees  under 
Provisions  of  Act  of  1892,  Communi- 
cating Duties  to  County  Council 
under  Act,  proposed,  Aug.  hi,  1018. 

Oolomb,  Sir  J.  C.  R.  [Great  Yarmouthl 

British  Garrison  in  South  Africa,  Erection 
of  Permanent  Barrack  Accommodation 
for,  Aug.  13,  1175. 
Cunard  International  Mercantile  Marine 
Companies,  Aug.  12,  1106. 

Irish  Land  BUI,  Aug.  U,  1037,  1063. 
Mail  Contracts— Obligations  during  War, 

Aug.  10,  W^. 
Railway  Rates— Rates  paid  by  Railway 

Companies     to     Local     Authorities, 

Aug.  7,  392. 

Colonial  Conference 

Correspondence  relating  to  proiKwed 
Publication  of  Report  of  Proceedings, 
Presented,  Aug.  10,  529,  656. 

Colonial  Office 

Secretary  of  State—Ut.  Hn.  J.  Chamberiain. 
Parliamentary  Secretary— Duke  of  Marl- 
borough. 

Colonies 

Annual  Reports  Presented,  Aug.  7,  265, 
388;  Aug.  12,  954,  995;  Aug.  Ih 
1281. 
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Colonies — co7it. 

Exports  to— Amounts  of,  increases  due  to 
Wars. 

Q.  Mr.  W.   Thomson;    A.   Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  10,  669. 

Loans — ^Amount  advanced  under  Colonial 
Loans  Act,  Rate  of  interest. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Aug,  IS,  1016. 

Preferential    Duties— Eflfect   of,  on    Pro- 
ducts of  Minor  British  possessions. 
Q.  Mr.    J.  H.   Lewis;    A.  Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain,  Aug,  6,  129. 

Statistical  Abstract  relating  to  Colonial 
and  other  possessions  of  United 
Kingdom  from  years  1888  to  1902, 
Presented,  Aug.  10,  630,  666. 

Trade  with  Foreign  Countries. 

Return  ordered,  Aug.  6, 114. 
Return  presented,  Aug.  7,  387. 

Oommissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests 
See  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Oompton,  Lord  Alwyne 

Motor-cars  Bill  {Con^mUtee)  Aug.  7,  451. 

GomptroUer  and  Auditor-General's  De- 
partment 

Amount  audited  for  Ireland  and  England 
respectively — Cost  of  auditing  Irish 
Public  Accounts. 

Q.  Mr.   Field ;   A,  Mr.   A.    Elliot, 
Aug.  11,  856. 

Congested  Districts  and  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board,  Ireland 

Derryaughta,    Congestion   in  —  Enlarge- 
ment of  Holdings,  proposed. 
Qs.  Mr.  KUbridc ;  At.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Aug^  6, 1^4. 

kerrj^  Congested  Districts— Calling  atten- 
tion of  Board  to  Districts  ot  Cooni, 
Gleufiesk,  etc.,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.   Murphy;  A.    Mr.    Wynd- 
ham,  Aug.  lH,  1023. 

Congo  Free  State 

Administration — Communication  to  other 
Powers    relative  to  —  Publication  of 
Terms  of  Despatch. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A.   Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Aug.  6,  136. 

Commission  for  Protection  of  Natives- 
Despatch    from    H.M.    Minister    at 
Brussels  relative  to.  Presented,  Au>g. 
13,  1117,  1166. 
Condition  of  Affairs  in — 

Os,  8ir  Ctiorles  Dilke,  Aua.  10,  698; 
Sir  John  Gorst,  703;  Mr.  Sydney 
Buxton,  708;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
718. 

French  Con^o  —  Claims  of  Briiish  Mer- 
chants m  Position  of  Negotiations 
with  French  Government. 

(^.    Mr.    C.   McArthur;    A.     Lord 
Cranbome,  Aug.  U,  999. 
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Aug,  6 — Aug,  14. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill 
IR.  Aug.  10,  771. 


2R.  Aug.  11,  907. 
3R.  Aug.  14, 1338. 
/.  lYL*  Aug.  U,  1282. 
2r.»  Aug.  14,  1282. 
3r.»  Aug.  14,  1282. 
Roj;al  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1282. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill 
Debate  on  2r  [H.C.],  Aug.  11,  866. 

Brockwell  Park,  Rates  for,  883,  895. 
Ceylon,  Education  in,  888. 

Colonial  Secretary,  Policy  of,  879,880, 
881. 

Commons,  House  of. 

Ladies,  lleporters,  and  Strangers, 
Arrangements  for,  898,  900, 
901. 

Ventilation  and  Sanitation,  896, 
899,902. 

Cunard,  see  8ub*headiug  Sea  Poet 
Oihces. 

Fiscal  Police  — C/Ost  of  collecting 
sUtistics  for,  866,  867. 

Germany,  Exports  from,  872. 

Investments  abroad,  872. 

Ireland. 

Phoenix  Park,  Rates  for,  883,  894. 

Registration  Revision  Courts,  881, 
890,  891. 
Ministers,  Behaviour  and  SaUries  of, 

867,  869,  870,  878,  879. 

Post  Office  Assistant's  Pension,  903, 
904,  905,  906. 

Rate  Collection  discharged,  892,  906. 

Scotland. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  885, 
889. 

Local  Government  Board,  886. 
Moray    Firth,    see   Sub-heading 
Trawling. 

Port  Ness  Harbour,  885. 
Trawling  in  Moray  Furth,  884,888. 
^         Vaccination,  887. 
Trade,  Statistics  of  Board  of,  871,  873, 
874,  876,  877. 

Treasury,  Officials  of,  871. 

DebaU  on  3R.  [H.c],  Aug.  I4,  1297. 

Customs,  1337. 

Education  Act,  Administration  of. 
1298,  1300,  1302,  1303,  1307, 1308, 
1310,  1311,  1316. 

Evictions,  1335. 

Ireland. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  ISSi 

Evictions,  1335. 

Labourers,  Question  of,  1336. 

Workhouses,  1333. 
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Gonsolidatad  Fund  (Apinropriatioii)  Bill 

—  cont. 

Debate — conL 

Macedonia,  Aftaire  in,  1312,  1314, 1315, 
1324,  1325,  1326. 

Poor  Rate,  Collection  of,  1310,  1317. 

Trade    Statistics,    1320,    1321,    1322, 
1328,  1332. 

Turks,    Relations   with,  1313,    1314, 
1315,  1324,  1326,  1326. 

Venezuela,  Affairs,  1318,  1322,  1323. 

Constabulary,  Boyal  Irish 

Bifihopewood,  Concentration  of  Police  Force 
at— Grounds  for  Assembly — Bearer  of 
cost. 
Q.     Mr.     K.    O'Brien;     A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug,  6,  143. 

Circular  prohibiting    medical  attendants 
from    calling   in    advice.   Issue   of — 
Withdrawal  of  circular  proposed. 
Qa.      Dr.      Thomson;      As,      Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug,  11.  860. 

Commission    of   Inquiry  into   grievances 

of — Date  of  introduction  of  legislation 

to  give  effect  to  recommendations  of 

commission. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Craig ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 

Aitg,  10,  666. 

Sergeant  Byrne — Suggested  inquiry  into 
conduct  of— Result. 

Q,  Mr.  Duffy  ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug,  Ity  1022. 

Corbett,  Mr.  T.  L.  [Down,  N.] 

Donaghadee  Harbour — Cause  of  delay  in 
completion  of  —  Expediting  work, 
proposed,  Aug,  6, 141. 

"Minerva,"  H. M.S. —Damage  done  by 
** Minerva's"  launch  to  fishing  boat. 
No  reply  made  to  owner's  claim  for 
compensation,  aUeged,  Aug.  IS,  1176. 

Gorfti 

British  Cemetery  at — Proposed  Acquisi- 
tion of   old    British    burying-ffrouid 
from  Local  Authorities— Further  in- 
formation relative  to. 
Q.   Major  Seely ;    A,    Lord  Cran- 
bome,  Aug,  11,  844. 

Cork 

Mail  Delays,  Inconvenience  caused  by- 
Steps  to  remedy  present  inconvenience. 
Q,  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien ;  A,  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Aug,  1£, 
1027. 

Rating    Difficulty  —  Directing    Commis- 
sioners    of    Valuations    to    provide 
Remedy  or  Introduction  of  Legisla- 
tion, proposed. 
Q,  Mr.  J.  F.  X.   O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  i^,  1021. 

Oork  Harbonr  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.  con,*  Aug,  7,  638. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1283. 
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Com  Duty 

Rebate  on  Stocks,  Date  of  Payment. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Grant ;  A,  Mr.  KiU-hie,  Aug. 
13,  1165. 

Oorporal  Ponislimeiit 

Chatham  Poor  Law  Schools,  Infliction  of 
Corporal  Punishment  on  ^1  in.  Con- 
trary to  Regulations,  Actu>n  of  Local 
Government  Board. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Gorst;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Aug.  12,  1001. 

Gorryglass,  West 

Evening  School  Teachinfi^  Fees — Cause  of 
Delay  in  Payment  of 
Q,  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A .  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug,  10,  666. 

Ootton  Industry 

Exports — Return  Presented,  Aug,  11,  837. 

Raw  Cotton. 

Re-exportation  of —Effect  on  Price  in 
England,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A,  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four,  Aug.  6,  118. 

Scarcity  of,  in  Lancashire. 
Q,  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Aug.  6,  118. 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill 

/.  3R.  Aug.  10,  653. 

Consideration  of  Lords  Amendments  [H.  c.  ], 
Aug.  11,  947. 

Jury — Question  of,  949. 

Registrars — Remuneration  of,  940. 

Transference  of   a  Cause   from   one 
Court  to  another,  949. 

Treasury,  Concurrence  of  the,  050. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  U,  1282. 

Coventry  Electric  Tramways  Bill 
/.  3r.»  Aug.  7,  266. 

c.  Lords  Amendments  con,*  Aug,  10,  653. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1288. 

Craig,  Mr.  C.  [Antrim,  SO 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  Commission  of 
Inquiry  into  Grievances  of — Date  of 
Introduction  of  Legislation  to  give 
effect  to  Recommendations  of  Com* 
mission,  Aug.  10,  666. 

Cranbome,  Lord  [Rochester]— t/nrfcr  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
Commercial  Negotiations  between  Russian 
and    German    Governments — No    in- 
formation received  Relative  to,  Aug. 
ii,  845. 

Demands  of  Indian  Government  on  Dalai 
Lama  of  Lhassa  —  Communications 
between  Chinese  and  British  Govern- 
ments relative  to,  Aug.  10,  661. 

French  Congo,  Claims  of  British  Merchants 
in — Negotiations  in  Progress  relative 
to,  Aug.  lis,  999. 

Kischiniev,  Riots  at — Report  of  Consul - 
(leneral  at  Odessa— Date  of  distribu- 
tion, Aug.  11,  844. 
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Cranborne,  Lord— con^. 

Longford,  Mr.  —  Voluntary  Retirement 
trom  Consular  Service,  Aug,  10,  662. 

Uganda,  Concession  for  Collection  of 
Rubber  in— Regulations  with  regard 
to  Employment  of  Native  Labour, 
Aug.  6',  115. 

Cremer,  Mr.  W.  B.  [Shoreditch,  Haggerston] 
Chairs  in  Public  Parks  —  Payments  of 
Licence-holders,  Names  of  Licencees, 
Date  of  Issue  of  Licence,  Decrease  in 
Number  of  free  Seata,  Aug,  6,  140. 
Metropolitan  Police  Fund  Accounts- 
Amount  in  Bank  of  England  for 
which  no  interest  is  received,  Aug,  6, 
137. 

Public  Buildings  Expenses  Bill  {C<nnm%ttee) 
Aug,  10,  774,  775. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug,  6,  253. 

Crete 

British  Consul-General,  Post  of  —  Ap- 
proaching Vacancy  of.  Proposed  Ap- 
pointment of  officer  unconnected  vnth 
Consular  Service,  Grounds  for  Ap- 
pointment, etc. 
Q,  Lord  Newton;  A.  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne,  Aug,  7,  3Sl, 

Crewe,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Cotmmtiee),  Aug,  6',  25, 
42;  Aug,  7,  306,  310,  353;  Aug,  10, 

CrimeB  Act 

see  Ireland— Local  Goverament  Board. 

Cripps,  Mr.  C.  A.  [Lancashire,  Stretford] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug,  7,  3d9, 
417,  436. 

Crooks,  Mr.  W.  [Woolwich] 

Rate  on  Grovemment  Property  —  Agree- 
ment between  Government  valuer  and 
local  authorities  regarding,  Aug,  6, 
200,  201,202.  ^ 

South-Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway— 
Non-Compliance  of  Companies  with 
Act  of  1899,  relative  to  workmen's 
trains,  etc.,  alleged,  Av^.  10,  674. 

Woolwich  Arsenal,  Explosion  at— Pay- 
ment of  workmen-— System  of  Pre- 
miums, Aug,  10,  728. 

Croydon  and  District  Electric  Tramways 
Bill 

/.  Sbl*  Aug.  10,  529. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.  con.*  Aug.  11,  834. 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  U,  1283. 

Cunard  Steamship  Company  and  Inter- 
national Mercantile  Marine  Com- 
pany (Agreements) 
Debate  [H.c],  Aug,  12,  1080. 

Admiralty,  Policy  of  the,  1080. 
Agreement  with    Cunard    Company, 
1081,  1085,  1089,  1093,  1095,  1098, 
1KI3,  1106. 
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Aug,  6 — Aug,  14. 

Cnnard  Steamsliip  Company,  etc-^coiu. 

DebcUe — cont. 

Committee    on    Shipping    SubeMiess 
1086,  1101. 

Hiring,  Cost  of,  1087,  1105. 

Merchant  Cruiser  Policy,  1080. 

Morgan  Combine,  1083, 1098,  1106. 

Speed  of  the  Cruisers,  1091, 1092, 1103, 


1104,  1107. 
Subsidy,  Policy  of  the,    1091,    1094, 
1098, 1165,  1166. 

Corzon,  Lord 

Vice-royalty  of  India,  length  of — Exten- 
sion of  period  of  Office. 
Q,    Mr.  H.  Roberts  ;  A.     Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Aug.  li,  1014. 

Customs 

Report  of  Commissioners  for  1903,  Pre- 
sented, Aug.  13,  954,  994. 

Waterguard     Department— Enmloyment 
of  Preventive  Officers  on  DntieBS  of 
Examining  Officers,  proposed. 
Q,    Mr.  L.  White ;  Z     Mr.  Elliot, 
Aug.  IS,  997. 

Cutlery 

Expoits— Return  Presented,  Aug,  11,  837. 

Csrpms 

Payments  in  Discharge  of  Interest  upon 
Turkish  Loan. 

Return  Ordered,  Aug.  tS,  996. 
Return  Presented,  Aug,  IS,  1155. 
Turkey,  Claims  of. 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Aug.  10,  702 ;  Sir  A 
Rollit,  713;    Mr.    Pierpoin^    730; 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  723. 

Dalkey 

Revision  Court,  Granting  Establiafament 
of,  nroposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Moonev  ;  A,  Mr.  Atkinsoii, 
Aug.  10,  678. 

Dalsdel,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Burghs.] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Kll 
Aug,  11,  871. 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Returns  or  instalments  d 
Returns  Relative  to,  Date  of  presenta- 
tion to  Parliament,  Aug.  It,  1030. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (Committee),  Aug.  7,  399 
401,  406.  409,  410,  412,  430,  435,  442, 
445,  449,  450,  454,  455,  457,  458,  461, 
462,  469,  470,  482,  484,  488,  497,  498, 
503,  504,  607,  512,  513,  518,  Aug.  11 
909,  919,  927,  934. 

Railways  (Electrical  Powers)  Bill  {Com- 
mittee) Aug,  6,  261,  282. 

Sheep  Scab  Bill,  Aug,  10,  783. 

Transvaal  Labour  Question— Powers  of 
Legislative  Council  with  regard  to, 
Aug.  12, 1016. 
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Davies,  Mr.  Alfred  [Carmarthen  Boroaghs] 
Consolidated  Fond  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Atiff,  11,  903,  904. 

Maseams  and  Galleries  in  London — Cos^ 
of,  in  year  1902,  Aug.  6,  116. 

War  Commission,  Progress  of — Date  ot 
Circulation  of  Report,  Aiig,  12 ,  1034. 

Death  Duties 

Ireland — Cause  of  Decrease  in  Amount  of 
Death  Duties. 
Q.    Mr.    Lough ;    A.    Mr.   Kitchie, 
Aug.  12, 1016. 

Defence  of  the  Empire 

Return  Presenteil,  Aug.  12,  994. 

Delany,  Mr.  W.  [Queen's  County,  Ossory] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug^  11,  903,  905,  ^m\  Aug.  I4;  1336. 

Evictions,  Ireland — Evicted  Tenant  in 
possession  of  Small  Holding— Ex- 
clusion of,  from  purchase  of  Large 
Holding  under  Land  Bill,  Aug.  10, 
677. 

Granard  Union,  Expulsion  of  Nuns 
from— Poor  Law  euiministration  in 
Ireland,  Aug.  6,  179. 

Industries  in  Ireland-  Suggested  improve- 
ments in  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment —  Tobacco-growing  —  Railway 
and  Canal  Freights,  Avg.  6,  160,  163. 

Irish  Land  Bill— Suspension  of  Section  7, 
of  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887, 
relating  to  caretakers,  pending  passing 
of  Land  Bill,  proposed,  Aug.  10,  678. 

Maryborough  Prison — Discharged  invalid 
convicts — Deportation  of,  to  Mount- 
mellick  Workhouse  —  Grounds  for 
Action,  Aug.  10,  677. 

Police  Returns  to  Judges  of  Assize  in 
Ireland,  Aug.  6,  192. 

Derby  Oas  BiU 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Devlin,  Mr.  0.  [Galway] 

Gun  Licences  in  CounW  Galway,  Refusal 
of — Grounds  for  Refusal,  Aug.  IS, 
1182. 

Mail  Service— Mail  Train  to  Holyhead, 
Overcrowding  in,  alleged,  Aug.  12, 
1029. 

Devlin.  Mr.  J.  [KUkenny,  N.] 

Aghalee  Labourers'  Cottages,  Amount 
expended  on — Cause  of  Delay  in 
Payment  of  Unexpended  Balance — 
Dealing  with  further  applications, 
Aug.  IS,  1181. 

Bancor  (County  Down)  Postal  Service- 
Improved  Postal  Facilities  proposed, 
Avg.  10,  686. 

Belfast  Water  Supply — Compulsory  sur- 
render of  Farms  to  Water  Com- 
missioners— Delay  in  assessing  0>m- 
pensation  to  Tenants,  Aug.  11,  863. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Aug.  6, 
261  ;  Com.  Aug.  10,  777,  779. 
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Devlin>  Mr.  J. — cont, 

Greencastle  National  School,  Meeting 
held  in— Attention  of  Board  of  Educa- 
tion directed  to  Action  of  Manager, 
Aug.  6,  145. 

Upper  Massarene  Drainage  Tax,  Amount 
of  Outlay  on  Drainage  Works,  Method 
of  expenditure,  Aug.  13,  1180. 

Devonport 

Dockyard — Inadequacy  of  Dining  Accom- 
modation and  Means  for  Drying 
Clothes  —  Improvement  of  Present 
Arrangements. 

Q.    Mr.    Duke;  A.    Mr*    Arnold- 
Forster,  Aug.  13,  1164. 

Devonshire^  Duke  of — Lard  President  of  the 
Council 
Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  6,  7,  13, 
16,  19,  35.  37,  39,  40,  41, 44,  45,  49,  50, 
51,  67, 68,  80,  83,  84,  87,  92,  93,  94,  97, 
98,  99  ;  Aug.  7,  268,  269,  270,  271,  273, 
287,  289,  290,  291,  295,  296,  297,  299, 
300,  303,  304,  3lJ8,  3U9,  314,  315,  317, 
328,  329,  340,  343,  348,  349,  350,  351, 
356,  358,  360,  361 ;  Aug.  10,  579,  583, 
585,  586,  589,  601,  603,  608,  609,  610, 
624  ;  Aug.  11,  805,  823,  826  ;  A^ig.  IS, 
1125. 

London  Traffic.  Roval  Commission  on— 
Improbability  of  Publication  of  Report 
before  proceedings  have  to  be  tsiken 
for  Promotion  of  Bill  for  next  Session, 
Aug.  6,  111. 

Preferential  and  Retaliatory  Duties,  Aug. 
12,  992. 

Dewsborv,  Batley,  and  Birstal  Tramways 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Didcoti  Newbury,  and  Southampton  Rail- 
way Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Digby,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug,  10,  612. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.  [Gloucestershire, 
Forest  of  Dean] 
Church   Schools,    Provision     of   Prayer- 
books   in — Action  of  Local  Authori- 
ties, with  regard  to  circular  of  Board 
of  Education,  A^ig  IS,  1179. 

Conco  Free  State,  serious  evils  existing 
ui_Condition  of  the  African  Protec- 
torates—Slavery in  Zanzibar—  Rubber 
Concess*ions  granted  to  an  Italian 
firm — Waste  in  connection  with  the 
Uganda  Railway— Cyprus  and  the 
Turkish  Claims,  Aug.  10,  697,  725, 
726. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  876,  877. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  13, 
1244. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  Bill  {Co7tu 
mUtee),  Aug.  10,  m,  784,  786. 
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Dilke,  Rt-  Hon.  Sir  0.  W— con/. 

Isle  of  Man  Customs  Bill,  Au(/.  10,  788. 
Lead-Poisonio^  Rules— Date  of  Publica- 
tion of  Final  Award   in    respect    of 
Rules,  Aug.  11,  860. 

Pottery  Trade,  Woman  Inspector  in— 
Steps  to  carry  out  promise  with  regard 
to  Appointment  of,  Ang.  iJ,  997. 

Public  Accounts  Committee— Report  of, 
Aug.  10,  732, 

Sheep  Scab  Bill,  Aug,  10,  782. 

South  African  War— Rations  condemned 
in  1900— Source  of  Supply,  Aug.  12, 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  6,  250. 

Dilloii,Mr.  T.  [Mayo,E.] 
Somaliland. 

Future  Operations  in — Communica- 
tion of  Decision  with  regard  to, 
previous  to  Second  ReaSing  ot 
Appropriation  Bill,  Aug.  10,  668. 

Military  Expedition  —  Ammunition, 
Nature  of  Ammunition  supplied 
to  troops,  Sending  samples  of  to 
Members,  proposed,  Aug,  10,  670. 

Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  [London] 
Port  of  London  Bill,  Aug.  12,  113. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Seivice 

Interdepartmental  Report. 
08.     Mr.  Moon,  Aug.  10,  712;  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  716. 

Longford,  Mr.,  Retirement  of— Reinstate- 
ment in  Consular  Service. 

Q.     Mr.  W.    Redmond;  A.     Lord 
Cranborne,  Aug.  10,  662. 
Return  Presented,  Aug.  le,  994. 

Dixon  -  Hartland,   Sir  F.  [Middlesex,  Ux- 
bridge] 


Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  418. 

Dockyards,  Naval 

Joiners'  Pay— Decision  with  regard  to 
Petition  relative  to. 

Q.    Mr.  Kearley ;    A,  Mr,  Arnold- 
Forster,  Aug.  7,  391. 

Dockyard  Forts  Regulation  Act 

Queenstown  Dockyard — Order  in  Council 
making  Rules  and  Regulations  Pre- 
sented, Aug.  13, 1118,  1154. 

Dogs 

Dogs  for  Vivisection  purposes — Source  of 
Supply. 

Q.    Sir   J.     Rolleston;    A.      Mr. 
Akers-Douglas,  Aug.  12,  997. 
Importation  of. 

New     Regulations.        Ett'ect    of    on 
smuggling  of  dogs.     Reversion  to 
previous  regulations  proposed. 
(4.      Mr.   Channing ;    A.     Mr. 
A.  Fellowes,  Aug.  7,  390. 
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AM/g.  6 — Aug,  14. 

DogB— €0^ 

Importation  of — coni. 

Recommendations  of  Mr.  Sewell  — 
Withdiawal  of  present  and  forroei 
Regulations  and  Formation  of 
New  Order  proposed. 

Q.     Mr.  Channing  ;  A.     Mr.  A. 
Fellowes,  Aug.  10,  665. 

Donaghadee 

Harbour,  Cause  of  Delay,  in  Completion 
of — JSxpediting'work  proposed. 

Q,    Mr.   T.   L.  Corbett;    A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug,  6,  141. 

Donegal 

Killaghtie — Case  of  Delay  in  appointment 
of  Local  Magistrate. 

Q,      Mr.    P.    O'Brien;    A.      Mr. 
Wyndh&m,  Aug.  ii,  860. 

Portevelin,  Harbour  Worits  at — Recom- 
mendations of  Congested  Districts 
Board,  Result  of  Communication.s  be- 
tween Board  and  War  Department 
relative  to. 
Q,  Mr.  O'Doherty ;  ^4.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Aug.  12,  1008. 

White  Port,  Loushross  Point  —  Danger 
caused  by  Absence  of  Pier  —  Com 
pletion  of  Pier  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.    S.    MacNeUl;     A,    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  6,  114. 

Donelan,  Captain  A.  J.  C  [Cork,  E.] 

Trunk  Telephonic  Communication  in 
South  of  Ireland — Effect  of  Inadequate 
Communication  on  Irish  Trade,  Im- 
provement proposed,  Aug,  10,  661. 

Donoaghmore,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  6,  14, 15,  29,  30,  33, 
40,  41,  44,  51,  65,  6«,  67,  68,  69,  73,  84, 
86,  90,  99,  111 ;  Aug.  7,  290,  291,  292, 
308,  312,  321,  339,  340,  345,  357,  358, 
361  ;  Aug.  10,  591,  598,  604,  605,  609, 
616,  620  ;  Aug.  11,  822. 


Doogan,  Mr.  P.  C  [Tyrone,  E.] 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill  {Com- 
miUce)^  Aug,  10,  779. 

Douglas,  Bight  Hon.  A.  Akers— decretory 

qf  State  for  the  Home  Department  [Kent, 
St.  Augustine's] 

Aliens. 

Immigration  Commission. 

Communication  of  Report  to 
Press  previous  to  circalation 
to  Members  —  Source  of  in- 
formation of  Press  unknown, 
Aug.  12,  1017. 

Issue  of  Report,  Aug.  12, 1017. 

Dogs  for  Vivisection  purposes — Sources  of 
supply  unknown,  Aug  12,  997. 

Hansom  Cab  Accident  in  Piccadilly— Cir- 
cumstances of,  Aug.  11,  849. 

Holloway  Prison  —  Death  Sentences  oii 
Women  to  be  carried  out  at,  Attg.  10, 
674. 
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Donglas,  Et.  Hon.  A.  Akeis—coiU. 

Lead  Poisoning  Rule."*— Cau-e  of  delay  in 
publication  of  New  Rnles,  Aug.  11, 
850. 

Living  Animals,  Experiments  on,  for 
purposes  of  Justice,  one  case  on 
record,  Aug.  lOy  658. 

Metropolitan  Police  Fund  Account — 
Average  Balance  in  Bank  of  England 
for  which  no  interest  was  received  in 
1902-1903,  Aug.  6,  137. 

Motor-Car  Accidents — Number  of  Ac- 
cidents to  Vehicles  and  Persons  In- 
jured in  1902  in  Metropolitan  Police 
District,  Aug.  12,  998. 

Pottery  Trade — Consideration  of  Appoint- 
ment of  Women  Inspectors  in,  Aug.  12 ^ 
997. 

Redistribution  Maps — Publication  of,  at 
Early  Date,  Av^  10,  659. 

Vaccination  Acts,  Imprisonment  under — 
Alleged  Arrest  previous  to  Issue  of 
Distress  Warrant?,  Sratement  of  case, 
Aug.  6,  137. 

Witnesses  in  Criminal  Cases,  Remunera- 
tion of,  Report  of  Dcpartiiiental  Com- 
mittee under  consideration,  Aug.  11. 
849.  >       y      » 

Dover  Corporation  Bill 

c.     Lords  Amendts.  con.*  Aug.  10,  663. 
/.    Royal  Aasent,  Aug.  I4,  1283. 
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Down 

Ban^r  Postal  Service— Improved  Postal 
Facilities  proposed. 
0«     Mr.  J.  Devlin;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  10,  686. 

Drainage   and   Improvement   of   Lands 
(Lreland)  Provisional  Order  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

"Drake"  H.M.S. 

Insubordination     on— Number     of     men 
sentenced   to  imprisonment  in   1903, 
Nature  of  Offences. 
Q.     Mr.     Uarmsworth  ;     A.     Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Au^.  IS,  1164. 

Drogheda,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Corrnnittee),  Aug.  6,  318. 

Dublin 

Loans  for  Schemes  under  Small  Dwellings 
Acquisition  Act— Cause  of  Delay  m 
Sanctioning  Loans. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Aug.  10,  683. 

Phcenix    Park— -Undesirable    Proceedings 
of    Hawkers    in—Urging    Board    of 
Works  to  take  Action,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.    J.    O'Connor;     A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  6,  145 
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Postmen —Punishment    of,    for    mis- 
delivery   of    Letters,    Annulling 
Order  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.     Nannetti;    A.    Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Aiig. 
13,  1161. 

Unappoiiited     Postmen     performing 

Duty  in— Increasing  Number  of 

Appointments,  proposed. 

Q.     Mr.    Nannetti;    A.     Mr. 

Austen  Chamberlain,  Aug. 

13,  1161. 

Rates  on  Government  Property. 

Os.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Aug.  10,  744; 
Mr.  Elliot,  749, 750,  751,752;  Sir  A. 
Hollit,  750 ;  Mr.  Gordon,  751  ;  Mr. 
Hemphill,  752. 

Dublin.  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Dudley,  Stourbridge  and  District  Tram 
ways  BiU 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Duffy,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Galway,  S] 

Sergeant  Byrne,  Royal  Iri^sh  Constabulary 
— Suggested  Inquiry  into  conduct  of 
—Result,  Aug.  12,  1022. 

Duke,  Mr.  H.  E.  [Plymouth] 

Devonport  Dockyard  —  Inadequacy  of 
Dining  Accommodation  and  means 
for  Drying  Clothes — Improvement  of 
present  arrangments,  proposed,  Aug. 
IS,  1164. 

Dunblane 

Application  for  establishment  of    Police 
Court. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A,  Mr.  J.  Muiray, 
Aug.  13,  1159. 

Dunboyne,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  Aug.  6,  40, 
44,  47,  48,  78,  79,  80 ;  Aug.  7,  287, 
289,  295,  319,  332 ;  A^uj.  10.  583,  609. 

Duncan,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Yorkshire,  W.  R.,  Otley] 

Wool  Imports  into  Canada,  Freedom  from 
Duty  of — Extension  of  Preferential 
Taritf  to  Australian  Wool,  Aug.  10, 
658. 

Dundee 

Telegraph  Service — Non-payment  of  night 

esi 
Q 


mes&enKcrs  for  Sunday  Duty,  allege<l. 
Nlr.  MacVeagh  ;  A.  Mr.  Ausieii 


Chamberlam,  Aug.  10,  660. 
Dunraven,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  6',  8,  12,  17,  19,  2.», 
30,  56,  69,  70,  71,  74,  Ul,  93 ;  Aug.  7, 
274,  276,  281,  289  ;  Aug.  11,  800,  820. 
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Dyke,  Rt.  Hon,  SirW.  Hart  [Kent,  Dart- 

fordj 

Brewers'  Licences— Nature  of  Legislation 
to  be  intrwlncetl  next  Session  relative 
to,  Aug.  6",  150. 

Dysentery  and  Enteric  Fever 

Report     of     Commission — Laying     upon 
Table  of  the  House. 
Q.      Sir     H.     Foster.       A,      Mr. 
Brodrick,  A  tig.  17 ^  852. 

East  Ham  Improvement  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  Ji,  791. 

East  India  Bevenue  Accounts 

Aug.  13,  1185. 

Ebbw  Vale  Improvement  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1283. 

Ebbw  Vale  Water  and  Improvement  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.  con.*  Aug.  7,  386. 

Ecclesiastical  Commission 

Management  of — Departmental  Inquiry 
proposed 

(}.  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen.     A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Aug.  6,  126. 

Ecclesiastical  Suits  Bill 
c.  iR.*  Aug.  11^  866. 

Edinburgh 

Telegraph      Service  —  Nonpayment     of 
Night  Messengers  for  Sunday  Duty, 
alleged. 
Q.  Mr.  MacVeagh ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Axig.  10,  660. 

Edmed,  F. 

Frandalent  Practices  of— Credit  obtained 
by  wearing  of  King's  Uniform— In- 
quiry into  case  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.   Moss;    A.   Mr.   Brodrick, 
Atig.  11,  854. 

Education 

Church  Schools,  Provision  of  Prayer  Books 

in— Action  of  Local  Authorities  with 

regard  to,  Circular  of  Board  of  Educa 

tion  with  regard  to. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Sir  W.  Anson, 

Aug.  13,  1179. 

Ireland  —  National  Education  Office- 
Book  Department. 

Amount    saved    on    account    of 
closing  of  Book  Stores— De- 
votion of  saving  to  reduction 
of  prices  of  Books  pro]>os6d 
Q.   Mr.  Murphy;  A     Mr. 
Wyndham,    Aug.     13, 
1170. 

Re-employment    of     Officers    of 

abolished  Book  Department 

—Unequal  treatment  alleged. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A,  Mr. 

Wyndham,     Aug.     6, 
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Education— co7»^. 
Ireland — cant. 

National  Schools. 

Heating   of    National    Schools- 
Improvement     of     Arrange- 
ments during  coming  Winter. 
Q.   Mr.  Murphy;   A.   Mr. 
Wyndham,    Aug.    /J. 
1008. 

School  Attendanoes  and  Grades 

of     Teachers     in     National 

Schools     under     Sapeneded 

Rules. 

Q.    Mr.  Murphy;   A,    Mr. 

Wyndham,    Atig,    13, 

1169. 

Religious     Instruction     in     Elementary 

Schools— By-law  relative  to — Applica 

tion  of  by-law  to  localities  lacking 

facilities  for  Religions  In8tiacti<m. 

Q,    Mr.  J.   H.  Lewis  ;   A.    Sir  W. 

Anson,  Aug.  12,  1019. 

Schools  in  Rural  Districta— Introduction 

of   Bill    next   Session    dealing    wiib 

Facilities  for  Education  of   Children 

in  Remote  Districts,  proposed. 

&.    Sir  M.   Stewart;  A,     Mr.  G. 

Murray,  Aug,  12,  998. 

Teachers,  Registration  of — Numbers plaoe^l 
on  Register  under  Regulation  5  {2^ 
(a).  Return  Presented,  Atig,  11,  794, 

838. 

Wales— Education  Rates,  Propooed  Post- 
ponement of  Date  of  levying  Rat€>, 
Inquiry  into  Cause  of  Delay,  propose! 
Q.    Mr.  G.  Kenyon;    A.     Sir  W. 
Anson,  Aug,  10,  663. 

Education,  Board  of 

Preftident  Marquess  of  Londondenr. 
Parliamentary  Secretary — Sir  W.  Anwo. 

Consultative  and  Registration  Committees 
Addition  of  Infant  School  Teaching 
Specialists,  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.   G.   Brown;    A.     Sir   W. 
Anson,  Aug.  1£,  1003. 

Consulting  Architect,  Mr.  Robeon — Length 
of  Service,  Termination  of  Engage- 
ment, Reason  for — Continued  Em- 
ployment of  Expert  Assistance  pn>- 

Q.    Mr.     Lambert ;     A.     Sir     W. 
Anson,  Aug.  11,  859. 

Education  Committees— Schemes  for 
Formation  of  Committees  approved 
by  Board  of  Education,  Statement 
Presented,  Aug.  11,  794,  839. 

Higher  Education  —  Greneral  Kep(»t» 
with  Appendices  for  1902,  Presented. 
Aug.  11,  838 ;  Aug.  IS,  953. 

Report  for  year  1902-3  Presented,  Aug,  IS. 
1117,  1153. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Cob- 
firmation  (London)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 
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Egypt 

Army—  Contract**  for  Supi»ly  of —Arrange- 
ments with  regard  to. 
Q,   M.   Flower;  A.    M.   Brodrick, 
Aug,  10,^^1, 

Policy  regarding. 
08,  Mr.  Weir,  Aug,  10,  711. 

Elibank,  Master  of  [Edinburgh,  Midlothian] 

East  Indian  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug,  13, 
1265. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (Committee),  Aug,  7,  512, 
514. 

Elliot,  Mr.  Arthur.  Finatmal  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  [Durham] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug,  11,  894,  895  ;  Aug,  U,  1338. 

('Ounty  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension 
Bill,  ^M^.  2/,  950. 

Customs  Waterguard  Department- 
Proposed  employment  of  Preventive 
Officers  on  Dutie«  of  Examining 
Officers,  ylM^.  i;-^  997, 

Ireland -- 

Dublin  —  Kates  on  Government 
Property  in,  Aug,  10,  749,  750, 
751,  752. 

High  Courts  of  Justice,  Clerks  in~ 
Orders  in  Council  relating  to 
Compulsory  Retirement  not 
applicable  to,  A  ug.  I4,  1297. 

Lough  S willy  Railway  Company— 
Interest  on  Buncrana  and  Car- 
donagh  Railway,  Guaranteed 
Shares  not  refunded  to  Donegal 
County  Council,  Aug.  13,  1162. 

National  Library— Ina*! equate  light- 
ing of  Reading  Room.  Ques- 
tion to  be  considered,  Au^,  G, 
149. 

Non -Voted  Accounts — Accounts  paid 
for  out  of  Irish  moneys  and 
audited  by  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General  in  London,  Aug. 
7,  393. 

Pennybum  Station,  Londonderry- 
No  grant  made  to  Lough  Swilly 
Railway  Company  for  creation 
of,  Aug.  13,  1157. 

Public  Accounts— Cost  of  auditing 
for  last  ten  years,  Atig.  11,  855. 

Museums,  Art  Galleries,  etc.,  in  Scotland 
and  Ireland — Expenditure  on,  Aug.  11, 
856. 

Rate  on  Government  Property,  Division 
between  local  ratepayer  and  general 
taxpayer  of— Method  of  the  De- 
partment's Valuation  of  the  property, 
Aug.  6,  199,  200,  201,  202,  203. 

Revenue  Bill,  Aug,  11,  946. 

Scotland— N€,tional  Gallery,  Grant  to  be 
paid  to  Gallery,  Subject  to  Fulfilment 
of  necessary  Conditions,  Aug.  7,  393. 

Sugar— Prohibitive  Proclamations  against 
Importation  of  Sugar  from  Russia, 
etc..  Arrangements  with  regard  to 
Issue  of,  Grounds  for  Non-Prohibition 
of  Spanish  and  Roumanian  Su<<ar8, 
etc.,  Aug,  13,  1178. 
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Emly,  Lord 

Irfsh  Land  Bill  (Catnmittec),  Aug.  7,  340. 


343,  345,  350,  351,  353,  355. 

Emmott,  Mr.  Alfred  [Oldham] 

Secondary  Schools  (Division  A)  Curriculum 
— Excessive  Time  allotted  to  Obliga- 
tory Subjects.  Large  Grants  given 
to  Division  A.  Schools,  Equalisation 
of.  Grants  proposed,  Aug.  6,  139. 

Emplosrment  of  Children  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.  con*  Aug,  12,  1115. 

I.  Statement  on  2r.,  Lord  Belper,  Atig  V, 
375. 

2r.  Aug.  7,  377. 

Considered  in  Committee  [ji.l  1  Aug.  10, 
639;  Aug.  11,  826. 

Fines  and  Penalties,  Payment  of — 

833. 
Girls,  seAi  sub-heading  Streets. 

Local  Authorities,  Power  of  making 
By-laws  of— 639,  648,  650,  827, 
828,830. 

Messages  and  luggage,  carrying— 651, 
652. 

Streets— Employment  of  Girls  under 
Sixteen  in— 640,  644,  646,  649, 
827,  828. 

/.  3r.  Aug.  7/,  833. 

Royal  Assent,  A^ig  14,  1282. 

Erith  Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill 

c.  Lorda  Amendts.  con.*  Aug.  7,  386. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1283. 

Estates  Commission 
see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools 

Corryglass  West  Evening  School — Teach- 
ing Fees,  Cause  of  Delay  in  payment 
of. 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan  ;    A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug.  10.  666. 

Evictions,  Ireland 

Evicted  Tenant  in  possession  of  Small 
Holding— Exclusion  of,  from  purch  ise 
of  large  Holding  under  Land  Bill. 

Q.    Mr.   Delany  ;    A.    Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Aug.  10,  677. 

Massareen    Estate,    County    Louth  —  In- 
quiry as  to  position  of  Afiairs,  Em- 
ployment of  police    in  carrying  out 
Evictions. 
Q.    Mr.  Nolan;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug.  i<^,  1296. 

Exchequer  Bonds 

Issue  and  Pavment  of — Statistics  in  Re- 
turn of  Public  Income  and  Expendi- 
ture and  Prospectus,  Apparent  dis- 
crepancy between.  Explanation  re- 
quested. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Samuel;  ^.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Aug.  13,  1165.  j 
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Exeter  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill 
Debate  on  2R,  [H.C.],  Aug.  <?,  259. 
Ballot  Act,  260. 

Peace  Preservation  Act  (1881),  259.. 

261. 
Sunday  Closing  (Ireland)  Act.  259. 
Vaccination  Act,  260. 
c.  2r.  Aug.  6,  261. 

Considered  in  Committee  [h.c],  Aug.  10, 
775. 

Coercion  Act  of  1881,  775,  777,  778. 

Peace  Preservation  Act,  776, 779. 

c.     3r*,  Aug.  11,  944 
L     IB*.  Aug.  12,  954. 

2b.  Aug.  13,  1119. 

.3b.  Aug.  IS,  1119. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1282. 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Government  Factories— Recommendation 
of  Public  Accounts  Committee  relative 
to  Management  of  Action  of  Govern- 
ment. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis;  A.    Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Aug.  12,  1033. 

Parrell,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Longford,  N.] 

Belturbet  Rat«  Collector,  Case  of  Sur- 
charge against— Reconsideration  of 
decision  not  to  interfere  in  Case  pro- 
posed, Aug.  10,  684. 

Connak'-lly  and  Corglass  Estates — Fresh 
proposals  with  regard  to  purchase  of, 
Aug.  11,  861. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  892. 

Granard  Union,  Expulsion  of  Nuns  from — 
Tax  imposed  on  ratepayers  by  intro- 
duction of  trained  Nurses,  Aug.6  169, 
172,  173. 

Ireland. 

Disqualification  under  Crimes  Act  in, 

Aug.  6,  185. 
Railway  Rates  in,  Aun.  6,  164. 
Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  12,  1053. 
Kenagh    Fair    Rent    Appeal  —  Delay   in 
Listing  Appeal,   Listing  Appeal    for 
next  Sittings  proposed,  Aug.  12, 1021. 
Land  Purchase,  Ireland— Proposed  forma- 
tion   of    Syndicate    for    Purchase  of 
Estates,  Formei  Dealings  of  the  Man- 
aging Director,  Mr.  J.  A.  O'Sullivan, 
Prosecution  for  obtaining  Money  under 
False  Pretences,  proposed,  Aug.   IS, 
1020. 
Longford. 

Longford  and  I^itrim  Drainage  Boards, 
Return  of  Expenses — Representa- 
tion of  tenants  on  non-elected 
Boards,  Aug.  10,  685. 
Market  Tolls — Continual  ion  of  practice 
of  levying  tolls,  object  of  tolls, 
withdrawal    proposed,    Aug.    11, 
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Farrell,  Mr.  J.  P.— row/. 
Longford— «w<- 

Rural  District,  Expenditure  on  Roftdi 
and  New  Works  -Increasing  Kmit 
of  Expenditure  proposed,  Aug.  IS, 
117L 
Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,422. 
Rathcline  Estate  —  Number  of  TenanU 
denied  Right  of  purchase,  AcoepUnce 
of  tenants'  offers  proposed.  Aug.  10,    \ 
685. 
Rynn  and  Black  River  Drainage,  Am  of 
Charge,  reduction  of  area.  Ground^ 
for,  Aug.  7,  394. 

Farrer.  Lord 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  10, 661. 

Fellowes,    Hon.    Ailwyn— J^orrf  of  th 
Treasury  [Huntingdonshire,  Ranisey.] 
Cattle  Shipments  from  Boston- -ProhiW 
tion     of     Importation    into    Great 
Britain— Grounds  for  maintaining  pro- 
hibition, Aug.  11,  858. 
Dogs,  Importation  of — 

Alleged  increase  of  snuggling  nader 
new  Regulations- Inquiry  in  pro^ 
gress  with  reference  te,  Aug.  r. 
390. 
Recommendations  of  Mr.  Sewell  with 
reference  to,  Aug.  10,  665. 

Sheep  Scab  Bill,Mu^.  10,  783 
Small  Holdings— Compulsory  Appointment 
of  Committees  by  County  C<H»aL« 
under  Provisions  of  Act  of  1892,  In 
structions  issned  to  County  Council, 
Aug.  12,  1018. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Staffs  Bill. 
Debate  on  2b,  [h.l.],  Aug.  7,  362 

Agricultural  opinions  of  Bill— 382. 
Farmers,  Disadvantage  of,  363. 
Guarantees,  Invoices  as— 263. 
Invoices  to  show  least   quantity  of 
ingredients  present,  363. 
c.    2r,  Aug.  7,364. 

Field,  Mr.  W.    [Dublin,  St  Patrick.] 

Comptroller       and       Auditor-Genciil-- 
Am*»unt    audited    for    Ireland  »w 
England  respectively,  poet  of  auditing 
Irish  Public  Accounts,  Aug.  lU  ^ 
Cotlon— 

Reexp(»rlation    of     Raw   Cotton  to 

United  States—Effect  on  Price  w 

England,  Aug.  6,  118. 

Scarcity  of  Raw  Cotton  in  Lancasbiit 

Aug.  6,  118. 

Dunblane  Police  Court— Application  f« 

establishment  of,  Aug.  IS,  1159. 
Inland  Revenue  Office,  Ireland-Offic* 
outside  Rules  of  Judicature,  grantins 
Irish  Income  Ta.x-payei?  equ»i 
Facilities  in  Legal  Proceedings,  p«^ 
posed,  ^K^.  iA842. 

Digitized  by  V3UUy  IC     [^ 


Vol.  127.] 


SESSION     1903. 
Aiig.  6 — Auff.  14. 


[Pie-Foy 


Field,  Mr.  W^—cont. 

Irish  Non-Voted  Accounts— Accounts  paid 
for  out  of  Irish  Moneys  and  audited  by 
Comptroller  and  Auditor- General  in 
London,  Aug.  7,  393. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank,  Decentralisation 
of— Manner  m  which  :!)ecentralis»ation 
would  increase  Administrative  Ex- 
penses, Aug.  11,  843. 

Postal  Order  Business  in  England  and 
Ireland— Amounts  of  Issues  and  Pay- 
ments, Cost  of  upkeep  of  Postal  Order 
Branches  in  two  countries,  Aug.  11, 
842. 

Postal  Order  Department,  Ireland- 
Majority  of  work  done  at  London 
Branch,  Reason  for  Arrange  nent, 
Aug.  7,  392. 

Fife  Electric  Power  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Finlay,  Sir  B* — Attorney-General  [Inverness 
Burghs] 

Hojley,  Mr.  E.  T.— Alleged  Fraudulent 
Proceeding  of,  Inquiries  to  be  made 
by  Public  Prosecutor,  Aug.  7,  396. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (Committee),  Aug.  7,  400, 
440,  441,  448,  449,'  450,  457,  458,  468, 
483,  487,  488,  491,  492,  493,  602,  506, 
510,  511,  618  ;  Aug.  11,  912,  913,  916, 
919,  920,  934,  938. 

Ireland — Arms  and  Ammunition  Licences, 
Considerations  determining  the 
Granting  of  Licences — Apparent 
Inconsistencies,  Granting  Licence  to 
J.  Harkness  of  Nenagh,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  J.  0%rien;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  6,  148. 

Licences,  Refusal  of— County  Gal  way, 
Grounds  for  Refusal. 

Q.     Mr.  C.  Devlin ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,-4  u^.  13,  1182. 

Fiscal  Policy 

Ireland,  Inclusion  of,  within  scope  of 
Inquiry. 

Q.  Mr.  MacVeagh ;  A.  Mr.   A.   J. 
Balfour,  Aug  6,  149. 

Manchester  Meeting,  information  with  re- 
gard to  proceedmgs  of. 

Qs.    Mr.   Harwood;    As.     Mr.   A. 
J.  Balfour,  Aug.  IS,  1183. 

Returns  or  Instalments  of  Returns  relative 

to.  Date  of  presentati  in  to  Parliament. 

Qs.    Mr.   Dalziel,   Mr.   Bryce  ;  As. 

Mr.   A.   J.    Balfour,   Aug.  12, 

1030. 

Working  Classes  —  Condition  of,  in 
Countries  adopting  protective  tariff— 
Desirability  ot  including  this  subject 
in  inquiry. 

Q.     Mr.  Mansfield  ;  A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour, -4  M^r.  IS,  1175. 

Fisheries 

Sea  Fisheries,  England  and  Wales- 
Annual  Report  presented,  Aug.  6,  3, 
113. 
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Fiannery,  Sir  Fortescue  [Yorkshire,  Shipley] 
Cunard    and     International     Mercantile 
Marine  Companies,  Aug.  12,  1089. 

Motor- Cars  Bill  [Cammittee),  Aug.  7,  444, 
445,  456,  471,  472,  476,  481 ;  ^m^.  U, 
.    936. 

Flower,  Mr.  B.  F.  S.  [Bradford,  W.] 

Alien  Imraigration  —  Commission  of  In- 
quiry, Report,  date  of  Distribution  to 
Members,  Communication  of  Report 
to  Press  before  Circulation  to 
Members  alleged,  Aug.  12,  1017. 

Egypt,  Army  in — Contracts  for  supply  of 
Army,  Arrangements  with  regard  to, 
Aug.  10,  667. 

Food 

Gambling  in  Pood  Stuflf^j— Reports  from 
Can^ian  Government,  etc.,  on  Le^- 
lative  Measures  respecting  Gambling 
in  "Option"  and  "Future"  Con- 
tracts, Presented,  Aug.  IS,  1117, 1152. 

Foreign  Oonntries 

Advertisements — Return  Presented,  Aug. 
10,  655. 


Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act 

Orders  in  Council  Presented,  Aug.  13, 
1118,  1154. 

Foreign  Office 

Indian  Government  —  Demands  of,  on 
Dalai -Lama  of  Lhassa,  Action  of 
Foreign  Office,  Aug.  10,  661. 

Foreign  Trade 

Import  Duties  upon  Produce  and  Manu- 
factures of  United  Kingdom— State- 
ment Presented,  Aug.  11,  793,  837. 

Foster,  Sir  Michael  [London  University] 
Dysentery,  Commission  on— Laying    Re- 
port on  Table  of  the  House,  Aug.  11, 
852. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  13, 
1267. 

Foster,  Mr.  Fhilip  [Warwickshire,  Stratford- 
upon-Avon] 

Motor- Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  11, 
937. 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  [Derbyshire,  Ilkeston] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  899. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  {Committee) 
Aug.  11,942. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  11, 913, 
937. 

Foyle,  Lough 

Channel  Squadron- Visit  of,    to    Lough 
Foyle  during  Autumn  Cruise. 
Q.  Mr.  O'Doherty  ;  ^.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Aug.  14, 1290. 

Tuns  Bank,  Erection  of  Buoy  on— Cause 
of  Delay. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Doherty ;  ^.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four, Aug.  14,  1290. 
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France 

Law  of  Asfiociation,  Application  of,  to 
Institutions  of  Britisli  Origin— Copy 
of  Correspondence  relative  to,  Pre- 
sented, Atig.  13,  1155. 

Freights 

Freight     Contracts — Practice   of    Crown 
Agents  in  placing  Freiglit  Contracts 
on  Cargoes. 
Q,  Earl  Grey ;  A,   Duke  of  Marl- 
borough,  Aug.  12,  989- 

Fuller,  Mr.  [Wiltsliire,  Westbury] 

Armv  Manceuvres— Cost  of  September 
Mancvuvres,  Aitg.  11,  853. 

Motor-cars  Bill  (Committee),  Aug.  7,  420. 

Porthcawl  Rifle  Range— Expenditure  of 
Ur1)an  District  Council  upon  drainage 
outlet,  nece-ssiiated  by  proposed 
Establishment  of  Rifle  Range,  Refund- 
iug  Amount  to  Council  proposed, 
Aug.  11,  852. 

Tristan  d'Acunha.— Deportation  of  British 
subjects  from  Island  to  South  Africa, 
Communicating  wis^h  of  British 
Subjects  to  \mxCl  Milner,  proposed, 
Aug.  ii,  855. 

Galloway,    Mr.    William    J.    [Manchester, 
Motor-cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  490. 

aalway  Co. 

Clifden— Disturbance  at  Religious  Meeting 
at.  Number  of  >lrrests. 

Q,   Mr.  Sloan  ;   A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug.  0,  122. 

Oas  and  Water  Orders 

Proceedings  for  Session  1903,  Under  Act 
of  1870— Report  presented,  Aug.  11, 
793,  837. 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Gas  Companies 

Metropolitan  Companies  Accounts  foi 
1903.     Presented,  Aug.  11,  795,  838. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Gas  Undertakings 

Anthori8e<l  Gas  Undertakings  —  Return 
Presented,  Aug.  11,  838. 

Local  Authorities  (las  Undertakings- 
Return  Presented,  Aug.  II,  838. 

Gateshead  Corporation  Bill 

r.   Lords  Amendments,  con.*  Aug.  6,  112. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1283. 

Germany 

Exi>ort  Returns— Basis  of  Calculation. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Kenna ;  A.  Mr.   G.    Balfour, 
A  vg.  10,  664. 
New  Ru  so  German  Commercial  Treaty- 
Particulars  of  Paragraph  relating  to 
TnisJs  and  Syndicates  requested. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  Morgan  ;  A.  Lord  Cran- 
l»orne,  Aug.  11,  845. 
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Post  Office. 

Half-time  Learners— Patting  Half- 
time  Learners  on  Full-time  Duties, 
proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Aug. 
6,  117. 

Overtime  in  —  Cause  of  Excessive 
Overtime,  Lateness  in  preparation 
of  Schedule  for  Revision  of  In- 
door Staff. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Aug. 
6,  117. 

Sorting  Clerks  and  Telegraphists— 
Number  not  in  receipt  of  Standard 
Wages  —  Payment  of  full  rate 
proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Aug. 
6,  118. 

Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897— Order 
of  Local  Government  Board  coostitat- 


ing  the  Local  Authority  for  the  Bai^ 
of  (Tlasgow  the  Port  Local  Authority 
of  the  Port  of  Glasgow. 

Glas^row  Corporation  (Police)  Order  Con- 
firmation Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  11,  790. 

Glasgow  Corporation    Tramways   Ordiex 
Confirmation  Bill 

c.  Sr."  Aug.  6, 113. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1282. 

Gordon,  Mr.  John  [Londonderry,  S.] 

Dublin— Rates  of  (Government  Property 
in,  Aug.  10,  751. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (Committee),  Aug.  7,  4^, 
488,500;  Aug.  11,  936. 

Gorst,  Bight  Hon.  Six  John  Eldon  [Cam- 
bridge University] 

African  Protectorates,  Policy  of  the 
Foreign  Office  regarding  —  Condition 
of  att'airs  in  Congo  Free  State— A ffiurs 
in  Nyassaland,  Aug.  10,  703. 

Chatham  Poor  Law  Schools  —  Corporml 
punishment  inflicted  on  girl  in, 
contrary  to  regulations.  Action  of 
Local  Government  Board,  Aug.  IS, 
1001. 

Uganda  Concession  for  Collection  of 
Rubber  in— Provision  for  protection 
of  native  labour  in  Concesaion, 
Publication  of  Concession  as  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  Aug.  6,  115. 

GoBchen,  Visconnt 

Iri}*h  Land  Rill,  Aug.  11,  820. 

Gosport  and  Fareham  Tramwajrs  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791, 
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Oovemment  Audits 

Attendance  of  Rural  Overseers  on  occasion 
of  Audit,  Releasing  Overseers  from 
Duty,  proposed. 
Qs,    Mr.    A.   K.    Loyd ;    As.   Mr. 
W.  Long,  Aug.  6,  13S. 

OoTemment  Oontracts 

Return  Presented,  Azig.  It,  995. 

QoTeminent  Departments 

Total  Expenditure  in. 

Q.    Colonel    Long ;     A.     Mr.     A.    J. 
Balfour,  Aug.  IS,  1174. 

Grant,  Mr.  Corrie  [Warwickshire,  Rugby] 

Com— Rebate  on  Stocks,  Date  of  Pay- 
ment, .4  ti^.  IB,  1165. 

King's  African  Rifles — Number  of  Com- 
missions in,  given  to  Volunteers, 
Aug.  U»  1289. 

Motor-cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  481, 

Great  Central  Railway  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.  coii.*  Aug.  7,  386. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  U,  1285. 

Great NorthenLPiccadilly,  and  Brompton 
Railway  (various  Powers)  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bill 
/.  Royal  Aswnt,  Aug.  11,  7W. 

Great  Western  Railway  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Greencastle 

Meeting  in  National    School — Attention 
of   Board  of  Education   directed  to 
action  of  Manager. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Devlin ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Aug.  6, 145. 

Greville,  Captain  B.  [Bradford,  E.] 

Motor-cars  Bill  (Committee),  Aug.  7,  445. 

Grey,  Earl 

Freight  Contracts — Practice  of  Crown 
Agents  in  placing  freight  contracts 
on  cargoes,  Aug.  12,  989. 

Shipping  Freights  to  South  Africa,  ^u^.  IS, 
1148. 

Griffith,  Mr.  Ellis  J.  [Anglesey] 

Rhosneigr,  Postal  Facilities  at,  Providing 
later  Evening  Despatch,  pro|N>sed, 
Aug.  11,  845. 

Groves.  Mr.  James  G.  [Saiford,  S.] 

Income  Tax — Money  Lenders,  Taking  of 
names  and  addresses  of  customers  of, 
Authority  for  action  of  Surveyors  of 
Taxes,  Aug.  IS,  1165. 

Naval  Engineer  and  Exei^utive  officers- 
Proposed  assimilation  of  rank  for  age 
of  engineer  officers  with  that  of 
executive  officers— Issue  of  Report  of 
Committee— Laying  Copy  on  Table, 
proposed,  Aug.  12,  1013. 
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Hainanlt  Forest  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.  con.*  Aug.  10,  653. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1283. 

Hall,  Mr.  Marshftll  [Lancashire,  Southport] 

Motor-CarsBill(6W*/»i«ec),  ^M^.  7,424, 
440,  44a,  454. 

Halsbnry,  Earl  ot^Lord  Chancellor 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee),  Aug.  7,  276, 
277,  290,  294,  295,  310,  313  ;  Aug.  10, 
587,  597,  630,  631,  632. 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension  Bill, 
Aug.  10,  653. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  11,  815. 

Hamilton, Bt.  Hon.  'LorAQtwrg'^—Seeretary 

of  State  for  India  [Middlesex,  Ealing] 

Afghan  Irrigation  Boundary  Commission 
—  Prevalence   of    Typhus   among 

Party— Details  of  Casualties,  Aug.  tf, 

130. 
Berars  Surplus  Revenue- Alleged  Errors 

in  calculation  of  sum — No  information 

received  with  regard  to,  Aug.  11,  846. 

Curzon,  Lord— Extension  of  Period  of 
Office  as  Viceroy  of  India — Arrange- 
ments with  regard  to,  Aug.  IS,  1014. 

Delhi  Durhar,  Total  Charee  on  Indian 
Revenues  for— Source  of  Information, 
Aug.  11, 847. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  13, 

1185. 
India  and  Thibet,  No  Change  in  Frontier 

Relations  between — Action  of  Chinese 

Authorities  with   regard  to  Thibet, 

Aug.  6,  130. 

Indian  Army— Establishment  of  British 
Force  under  consideration,  Aug.  11, 
847. 

Indian  Irrigation  Commission  Report — 
No  Intimation  received  of  Attitude 
of  Indian  Government  towards  Re- 
commendations of  Report,  Aug.  6, 
134. 

Indian  Military  Works — Charges  on  Re- 
venue for,  Aug.  11  j  846. 

Indian    Railways — Net   revenue   derived 

by  Indian  Government  from,  Aug.  10, 

603. 
Maharajah   of    Panna,    Su.<*pen9ion   of— 

Action  of  Indian  Government   with 

regard  to,  Aug.  IS,  1167. 

Punjab  Gaols,  Juvenile  Prisoners  in— Re- 
solution of  Lieutenant-Governor  on 
Punjab  Gaols  Reports,  Atig.  6, 132. 

Rainfall  in  India— Nature  of  latest  Re- 
port with  regard  to,  Aug.  IS,  1178. 

Hammond,  Mr.  John  [Carlow] 

Carlow — Number  of  Evictions  in  years 
1878-1903,  Aug.  11,  851. 

Hampstead,  West 

Telephone  Service— Delay   in    supplying 
Houses  with  Telephones,  Expediting 
work  proposed. 
Q.    Dr.  Ambrose  ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain  ^^i^^^7|^^(> 
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Hanwell  Poor  Law  Schools 

Auttioriaed  number  of  children — Nomber 
maintained  during  August,  1903. 
Q.    Mr.   H.  Samuel;  A,    Mr.  W. 
Long,  Aug.  IfS,  1020. 

Hardwicke,    Earl   of—Under-Seeretary  for 
War. 

Army  Reserve  Officers — Committee  of  In- 
quiry, Keport  not  yet  received— In- 
ability of  Committee  to  redress  Grie- 
vances, Aug.  7,  377. 

War  Office  Traction  Engines— Speed  Re- 
gulations, Non-compuance  with— War 
Office  Reservations  in  carrying  out 
order  with  regard  to,  Aug.  13,  1133. 

Harmsworth,    Mr.    Leicester  [Caithness- 
shire] 

"Drake,"  H.M.S.— Insubordination  on— 
Number  of  men  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment in  1903— Nature  of  offences, 
Aug.  13,  1164. 

**  Highflyer,"  H.M.S.— Omission  to  carry 
out  prize-firing  during  current  year — 
Grounds  for  Omission,  Aug.  11,  841. 

Mediterranean  Fleet,  Long  Range  Firing 
— Inefficiency  of,  as  shown  in  Contest, 
Aug.  11,  841. 

Post  Office  and  Wireless  Telegraphy — 
Trial  of  Systems  of  Wireless  TfAe- 
graphy  previous  to  conolosion  of 
agreement  >Yith  Marconi  Company, 
Aug.  11. 

Harrow  Road  and  Paddington  Tramwajrs 
Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Harwood,  Mr.  (George  [Bolton] 

Christchurch  School,  Blackpool — Refusal 
to  pay  fee  srant  till  March,  1904— 
Grounds  for  Refusal,  Aug.  13,  1163. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  13, 
1230. 

FiKal  Policy — Manchester  Meeting,  In- 
formation with  regard  to  Proceedings 
of,  Aug.  13,  1183. 

Walmer  Marine  Barracks,  Disposal  of 
Sewage  from — Refusal  of  Admiralty 
to  asi»ist  in  establishing  improved 
drainage  system— Grounds  for  Re- 
fusal. Aug.  11,  840. 

Haslett,  Sir  James  [Belfast,  N.] 

Ireland,  Treatment  of  Criminal  Lunatics 
in,  Atig.  6,  181,  182,  188. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  IS,  1066,  1059. 

Hastings 

Surcharge  by  Local  Grovemment  Auditors 

of  value  of  List  of  Voters^Cause  of 

delay  in    dealing   with  question    hy 

Local  Grovemment  Board. 

Q.   Mr.   F.   Thomas;    A.  Mr.    W. 

Long,  Aug.  13,  1158. 

Hastiiigs  Harbour  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  Aug.  11,  835. 

Con.*  ^IL* Aug.  if,  992,  993. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4, 1283. 
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Hastings  Harbour  District  Railway  Bill 

Aug.  10,  654. 


c.  3lL* 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1283. 


Looting  of,  on  Siberian  Coast— RepreeenU- 
tions  to  Siberian  Crovemment. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  M' Arthur  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Aug.  11,  858, 

Hay*  Hon.  Olande  [Shoreditch,  Hozton] 
Central  Telegraph  Office,  London— Alter- 
ation of  Regulations  with  regard  to 
Meal  Reliefs,  Application  of  new  Rnk 
to  Central  Office,  Aug.  7,  394. 

Lancers,  16th— Home  Service  given  to  19tli 
Hussars  instead  of  16th  Lanoets, 
alleged,  Aug.  6, 125. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  481. 

Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Louth.  N.] 

Irish  Agricultural  Department — Assimila- 
tion of  Salaiies  of  Clerks  proposed, 
Aug.  14,  1295. 

It  eland— Appointments  under  Board  id 
Agriculture  in,  Aug.  6,  168. 

"  Blessing  the  Colours"  — Condit  ions  und^ 
which  Roman  Catholic  Ecclestastics 
take  part  in  Ceremony,  Case  of  Bishop 
of  Cork,  Aug.  10,  671. 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Bztensioii  BiD, 
Aug.  11,  960,  951. 

Dublin — Rates  on  Government  Property  in 
Aug.  10,  744. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill  {Com- 
mittee) Aug.  to.  111. 

Ireland,  Burden  Imposed  by  Locsl 
Crovemment  Board  on  ratepayers  of— 
Deficiencies  in  Nursing  SvBteoi— 
Objections  to  the  personnel  of  the 
Board,  Aug.  6,  174. 

Irish  Land  Bill.  Aug.  IS,  1035,  1037, 1039, 
1046,  1048,  1063,  1064,  1068,  1072, 
1073,  1075, 1076,  1077, 1079. 

Motor-Cars  BOl  {Committee).  Aug  7,  408, 
411,  414,  439,  443,  446,  452,  453,  492, 
496,  497,  498,  499,  500,  50  >,  506,  5u9, 
510,  511,  513,  514,  515  ;  Ang.  12,  911, 
919,  921. 

Public  Building  Expenses  Bill  {Committee), 
Aug.  10,  lib. 

Ireland— Railway  Rates  in,  Aug.  6, 165. 

Revenue  BUI,  Aug.  11,  944,  945. 

Heaton,  Mr.  Henniker  [Canterbury] 

Telegram  to  Colombo,  Delay  in  delivery 
of —  Compensation  and  inqairy  re- 
fused, groands  for  refusal.  Improving 
present  arrangements,  proposed,  Aug. 
14,  1291. 
Hemphill,  Bt.  Hon.  C*  [Tyrone] 

Dublin — ^Rates  oa  GoverBmeat  Property 
in,  Aug.  10, 102. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  IM,  1044^  1045, 
1059. 


Motor -.Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug. 
914. 
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Hereford,  Lord  James  of 

County  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extension 
Bill,  Aug.  10,  653. 

"Higliflyer,"  H.M.S. 

Prize- Firing— Omission  to  carry  out  Prize- 
Firing  during  current  year — Grounds 
for  Omission. 
Q.    Mr.     Harms  worth ;     A.    Mr. 
Ainold-For8ter,lilti^,  ii,  841. 

Highlands  of  Scotland 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Work  of. 
08.  Mr.  Weir,  Aug.  10,  752,  754 ;  Sir  C. 
Renshaw,  753 ;  Mr.  Caldwell,  754. 

HoUoway  Prison 

Arrangements  for  Discontinuing  the  carry- 
ing out  of  Death  Sentences  at. 
Q.  Mr.  Lough ;  A.  Mr.  AkersD  ouglas, 
Aug.  10,  674. 

Hooley,  Mr.  E.  T. 

Fraudulent  Proceedings  of,  AUeced. 
Qs.  Mr.  Markham  ;  As.  Sir  K.  Finlay, 
Aug.  7,  306. 

Horses 

Artillery  Horses  at  Trawsfynydd  Camp, 
Merionethshire— Condition  of,    after 
Exposure  to  Bad  Weather — Improve- 
ment of  Arrangements,  proposeo. 
Q.  Mr.  O.  WUliams ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Aug.  14,  1290. 

Horses  for  the  Army 

Contracts  for  Saddlery,  etc.,  with  Foreign 
Merchants — Value  of. 
Q.  Mr.   Runciman ;  A.  Mr.   Brod- 
rick,  Aug.  6',  124. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  (No.2)  Bill 
♦  c.  2R.  Aug.  6,  264. 

Cormderedm  Committee  [H.C.],  Aug.  10, 
19^;  Aug.  ii,942. 

Health,  Question  of  Public,  784. 

Local  Government  Board,  Attitude  of, 

784. 

Provisional  Orders,  Issue  of,  784. 

Royal  Commission,  Work  of,  783. 

Rural   Districts,  Scarcity  of  Houses 
in,  942. 

Small  Dwellings  Act,  785. 

c.  3R.  Aug.  ii,  943. 
/.  Hl""  Aug.  2^,954. 

Debate  on  2b.  [H.L.],  Aug.  13,  1128. 

Loans,   Period    for   repayment   of — 
1128. 

Local  Government  Board,  Authority 
of— 1128. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4, 1282. 

Hove,  Wortliingi  and  District  Tramwajrs 
Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11, 791. 
Hnmpbreys-Owen,  Mr.  [Montgomery] 

Ecclesiastical  Commission — Departmental 
Inquiry  into  management  of,  proposed, 
Aug.  6,  126. 

J     5 


Imports  and  Exports 

Value  of  in  1873,  1883— Figures  for  years 
1893  and  1902— on  same  hasis  of  Cal- 
culation requested. 
Q.   Sir  C.   Renshaw  ;    A.   Mr.   G. 
Balfour,  Aug.  10,  675. 

Value  of,  in  1873,  1883,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Aug.  IS,  1001. 

Indiiqnin,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  6,  15, 
40,  41,  44 ;  Aug.  7,  308,  309,  311,  312, 
315,  346,  354 ;  Aug.  10,  626. 

Irish  T^nd  BUI,  Aug.  11,  819. 

Income  Tax 

Money  Lenders  —  Taking  of  names  and 
addresses  of  Customers  of,  Authority 
for  action  of  Surveyors  of  Taxes. 
Q.  Mr.   Groves ;   A,  Mr.   Ritchie, 
Aug.  13, 1165. 

Incorporated  Law  Society 
see  Irish  Land  Bill. 

India 

Agricultural  Banks — Report  of  Committee 
on  Estahlishment  o^  Presented,  Aug, 

ii,iu,m^. 

Army   Establishment — Re<^uest   for    In- 
crease of  Permanent  Bntbh  Force  in 
1903. 
Q.    Mr.   Buchanan;    A.    Lord   G. 
Hamilton,  Aug.  11,  847. 

BeraiB  Surplus  Revenue— Alleged  Errors 

in  Calculation  of  Sum,  Revision  of 

Accounts  by  Independent  Arbitrator, 

proposed. 

Q.  Mr.   H.   Roberts ;  A.    Lord  G. 

Hamilton,  Aug.  11,  846. 

Coronation  of  Kins  Edward  VII. — ^Delhi 
Durbar,    Total    Charge    on    Indian 
Revenues. 
Q.    Mr.    Buchanan;   A.    Lord   G. 
HamUton,  Aug.  11,  847. 

Cnrzon,    Lord  —  Viceroy,    Extension    of 
period  of  Office,  Length  of. 
Q.  Mr.   H.  Roberts;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Aug.  Ifg,  1014. 

Demands  of  Indian  Crovemment  on  Dalai- 
Lama  of  Lhassa— Action  of  Foreign 
Office. 
Q.    Mr.    S.    MacNeiU;    A.    Lord 
Cranborne,  Aug.  10,  661. 

Irrigation  Commission  Report — ^Decision  of 
Indian  Grovemment  ¥rith  reference  to 
Recommendations  of  Report. 
Q.  Mr.  Bayley  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, Aug.  6, 134. 

Military     Works,     Charges    on    Indian 
Revenue  for. 
Q.  Mr.   H.  Samuel ;   A.    Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Aug.  11, 846. 

Native  States — Conversion  of  Property  of 
States  into  Cash,  Authority  for  Action 
of  Political  Agents. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Lord  G.   Hamil- 
ton, Aug.  13, 1167. 
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India— coii/. 

Rail  #ay8  ^Capital  for  Rall^^ays  subscribed 
in  Great  Britain,  Amount  of,  Amoant 
of  Dividends  and  Interest,  etc. 

V.  Mr.  Kimber ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, Aug.  10,  663. 

Rainfall  in,  Latest  Report  with  regard  to, 
Naiture  of. 
Q.    Sir  M.  Bhownaggree  ;  A.  Lord 
G.     HaniOton,  Aug,  IS,  1178. 

South  African  Garrison,  Proposed  charge 
on  India  towanls  Maintenance  of— 
Method  of  Calculation  employed  in 
fixing  Sum,  Laying  Paper  previous  to 
Decision  of  Question. 
Qs,  Mn  H.  Roberts;  As,  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  Aug.  6,  133. 

Thibet— Commission  Appointed  by  Indian 
Grovemment  for  purpose  of  Pressing 
British  Traders'  Wares  in  Thibet- 
Date  of  Appointment.  Action  of 
Chinese  Authorities  relative  to,  etc 
Q,  Mr.  H.  Roberts;  Loitl  G. 
HamUton,  Aug,  6,  130. 

Ireland 

Agricultural  Board  of. 

Examinations  for  Appointments  under 
County  Council. 
Os.    Mr.  Murphy,  Aug,  6,  161, 
166,    167;    Mr.    Atkinson. 
165. 

InduAtries,  Promotion  of. 
Os,     Mr.   Delany,  Aug,  6,  160 ;  Mr. 
Murphy,   161  ;    Mr.   Atkinson, 
163. 

Railway  and  Canal  Freights. 
Os.    Mr.  Delany,  Aua,  6^  160 ;  Mr. 
Murphy,   161  ;    Mr.   Atkinson, 
164. 

Staff,  Payment  of. 
Os,    Mr.  Murphy,  Aug,  6,  161. 

Tobacco-crowing. 

Os,  Mr.  Delany,  Aug,  6,  160; 
Mr.  Atkinson,  164;  Mr.  W. 
Redmond,  167;  Mr.  Wyndhani, 
168. 

Arms  and  Ammunition,  Licence  to  SelL 
Os,     Mr.  P..  J.  O'Brien,   Aug.   6,   188 ; 
Mr.  Atkinson,  191 ;  Captain  Done- 
Ian,  192. 

Arrests  for  Drunkenness — Action  of  Police 
on  Insufficient  Grounds,  alleged — In- 


quiry proposed. 
?.    Mr.   P.  J 

Atkinson,  Auff,  10,  681. 


P.  J.   O'Brien ;  A.     Mr. 


Death  and  Stamp  Duties— Decrease   in, 
Amount  of,  Cause  of. 
Q.  Mr.    Lough ;    A,   Mr.    Ritchie, 
Aug.  le,  1016. 

Early  Statiatica  of — Progrens  of  Printing, 
Form  of  Publication. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  Pease ;   ^.  Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  Aug.  12, 1006. 

Emigration— Conditions  of. 
Os.  Mr.  Delany,  Aug,  6^  160. 
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Imperial     Irish     Yeomaniy — By    Whom 
Raised,  Place  of  Training,  Amoant  of 
Capitation  Grant,  etc 
Q,  Mr.   Joyce ;    A.    Mr.  Brodrick, 
Aug.  10,  673. 

Inland     Revenue    Office— Office    outside 

Rules  of  Judicature,  Granting  Irish 

Income  Taxpayers  Equal  Facilities  in 

Le^l  Proceedmgs,  proposed. 

Q.   Mr.    FiM;    A.   Mr.    Ritchie, 

Aug.  i/,842. 

Kilmeen  Tragedy. 
Os,  Mr.   (rShaughnessy,   Aug.   6,    189, 
190 ;    Mr.  Atkinson,   190,  191. 

Local  Government  Board. 

Crimes  Act— Disqualification  under. 
Ob,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farreli,   Mr.    Atkin- 
son, Aug.  6,  J85 ;  Mr.  W.  Red 
mond,   186,   187;    Mr.   Coghill, 
187 ;  Sir  J.  Haslett,  18S. 

Criminal  Lunatics — Treatment  of . 
Os.  Sir  J.  Ha^ett,  ^ti^.  6,  181,182; 
Mr.  Atkinson,  184. 

Granard  Union— Expulsion  of  Nuns 
from. 

Os,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farreli,  Aug.  6, 
169.  172,  173 ;  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham.  172,  173 ;  Mr.  tC  M. 
Healy,  174;  Mr.  Delaoy, 
179 ;  Mr.  Murphy,  181. 

Nursing  System  in  Pauper  Institu- 
tions. 
Os,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farreli,  Aug.  S, 
169;  Mr.  Wyndham,  172: 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  174: 
Colonel  Nolan,  178;  Mr. 
Delany,  179;  Mr.  Mur- 
phy, 181. 

Poor  Law  Administration. 
Os.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Aug.  6,  183,  18^ 

Ratepayers.  Position  of. 
Os.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farreli,  Aug.  6,  169 : 
Mr.  Wyndhani,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  174;  Coloncd  Nolan, 
178 ;  Mr.  Atkinson.  179 ;  Mr. 
Murphy,  182. 

Mail  Service — Mail  Train  to  Holyhead, 
overcrowding  in,  alleged. 
Q.    Mr.    C.  DevUn;    A,    Mr.    G. 
Balfour,  Aug,  IS,  1029. 

Manual  Instructress,  Non-appointwent  of 
—Amount  Returned  to  Treasury  in 
respect  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Murphy ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhan, 
Aug.  li,  1008. 

Medical  Association  —  Intimidating  ol 
Doctors  outside  Association  from 
seeking  Irish  Poor  Law  Medical  ^p 
pointments  —  Laying  Reports  on 
Table  proposed. 
Q,  Dr.  Thompson ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Aug.  IS,  1011 

Museums,  Art  Galleries,  etc — Expendi- 
ture on. 
Q,  Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis ;  A.  Mr.  ElUot 

Aug.  11,  856. 
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National  Library. 

Condition  of. 
Os.  Mr.  Hngh  Law,  A 
Mr.  Boland,  156    ' 
ham,  158. 
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Avg.  6,  154 ; 
;  Mr.  Wynd- 


Inadequate  Lighting  of  Reading  Room 
—Installation  of  Newer  Form  of 
Lighting,  proposed. 

Q,  Mr.  H.  Law ;  A.  Mr.  Elliot, 
Aug.  6,  149. 

Reading  Room— Number  of  Readers* 
Attendances  for  year  1902-3 — 
Library  Staff. 

Q,  Mr.  H.  Law  ;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Aug,  12,  1005. 

Non-voted  Accounts— Accounts  Paid  for 

out  of  Irish  Moneys  and  Audited  by 

Comptroller  and  Auditor-General  in 

London. 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  Q,  Mr.  Elliot,  Aug,  7, 

393. 

Petty  Sessions  Clerks,  Regulations  re^rd- 
iDg  retirement  and  ago  limit  of— Basis 
of  calculation  of  pensions. 
Q.    Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Aug.  6,  147. 

Police  Returns  to  Judges  of  Assize. 
Os.    Mr.    Delany,    Aug.    6,   192;  Mr. 
Atkinson,  193. 

Railway  and  Canal  Rates — Arrangements 
between  Grand  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  and  Grand  Canal  Company 
with  regard  to  fixing  of  Minimum 
Rate. 
Qs.  Mr.  Kilbride;  As.  Mr.  At- 
kinsoD,  Aug.  10,  680. 

Royal  Visit  to— Holiday  denied  to  Bank 
Officials  in  Country  Districts,  Grounds 
for  Refusal. 
Q.    Dr.  Thompson  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Aug.  10,  667. 

Telephone  Ser\'ice.  • 

Inadequacy    of  —  Improvement    pro- 
pped. 
Q.    J.  F.  X.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  A  ug. 
13,  1182. 

Trunk  Telephonic  Communication  in 
South  of  Ireland— Effect  of  In- 
adequate Communication  on  Irish 
Tiude — Improvement  proposed. 
Q.    Captain  Donelan ;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Aug. 
10,  661. 

Trunk  Telephonic  System,  Proposed 
extension  to  South  of  Ireland- 
Application    to   Great  Southern 
and  Western  Railway  Company 
for  accommodation  at  Limerick 
Station. 
Q.    Mr.  W.  Abraham ;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Aug. 
13,  1182. 

Tobacco-growing,    see   sub-heading   Agri- 
culture. 
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Ireland  Development  Ghrant  Bill. 

/.  IR.*  Aug.  6,  4. 
2R.  Auff.  7,  377. 
3R.  Aug.  10,  652. 
3R»  Aug.  10,  652. 
Royal  Asront,  Aug.  It,  789. 

Irish  Land  Bill 

Appointments  under — Method  of  testing 
efficiency  of'candidates. 

Q.   Mr.   Murphy;    A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Aug.  13,  1180. 

Considered  in  ^Committee  [H.L.],  Aug.  6, 
6;  Aug.  1,  268;  Aug.  10,  579. 

Appeal— Right  of,  94,  336.  582,  583. 

Arrejvrs— Payment  of,  49,  80,  81,  82, 
587,  588,  593,  595,  596,  597,  593, 
613. 

Bonus— Allocation  of,  77,  7iS,  111, 
273,  274,  277,  281,  282,  283, 
284. 

Boundaries— Question  of,  83. 

Chancery,  Court  of,  618. 

Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests, 
319. 

Congested  Districts — Management  of, 

328,607. 
County  Courts  of  Ireland,  329,  625. 

Demesnes— Rounding  off  and  sale  of, 
33,  36,  37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43, 
306,  311,  312,  313,  314,  580,  582, 
583,584. 

Division  of  Holdings,  300,  301,  302, 
303,  304. 

Estates  C/om  mission — Works  of,  7,  9, 
10,  11,  14,  15,  16,  28,  30,  31,  37, 
48,  83,  84,  85,  86,  89,  90,  92,  269, 
311,359,587,601,604,609. 

Evicted  Tenants,  20,  21,  22,  27, 29, 30, 
32,  607. 

Gombeen,  205. 

Guarantee  Deposit,  50,  590. 

,  Incorporated  Law  Society,  Connection 
of  Commission  ¥dth— 359,  606. 

Interest  for  Loan,  80. 

Investments,  Question  of— 292,  293, 
294,295. 

Judicial  Commissioner,  83,  85,  86,  90, 
91,  299,  320,  321,  326,  331,  334, 
356,  359,  603. 

Labourers,  Position  of— 340,  341,  342, 
343,  345,  346,  347,  348,  349,  350, 
351,  352,  353,  364,  355,  626,  627, 
628,  629,  630. 

Land  Clerks  and  Commission,  612, 613. 

Land  Commission,  Position  of— 6,  10, 
12,  13,  17,  19.  33,  36,  37, 38,  39, 41, 
43,  46,  47,  68,  79.  87,  89.  91,  273, 
274.  299,  303,  316,  324,  333,  356, 
369,  580,  583,  604,  624. 

Land  Court,  330,  331.  332. 

Land  Judges,  Position  of— 87,  297, 
300,  317,  320,  322,  323,  335,  587. 
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Irish  Land  BUl—cofU.  i 

Considered  in  Committee— cont.  I 

Landlords,  Intereats  of— 33,  35,  36,  37,  ' 
682, 585.  ' 

Lai^  Farms,  269,  270. 

Lunatics,  Estates  of— 97. 

Mineral  Rights,  70,  71,  72,  73,  74. 

Monuments,  Possession  of  Ancient — 
75. 

Mortgages,  94,  95,  96,  97,  615,  616. 

Planter  Tenaiits,  25,  26  27,  29,  31. 

Redemption  and  Reversions,  318. 

Remainder  Man,  Position  of— 7,  14, 
17,  36,  45,  49,  78,  79,  283. 

Small  Holdings,  7,  10,  38,  43,  300,  301, 
302,305. 

Solvent  and  Insolvent  Estates,  48,  49. 

Sporting  Rights,  52,  56,  57, 58,  59,  60, 
63,  64,  65,  66,  67,  68,  357,  358, 
591. 

Sub-tenants,  76,  77. 

Taxpayers,  Rights  of— 606. 

Trinity  College— Grants  and  Heads- 
Rente,  99,  104,  107,  108,  109,  338. 

Zones. 

Advances  Outeide,  13, 15,  16,  607. 
Maximum  Reduction,  7,  8,  9,  10. 
Reductions,  18,  19. 
Demte  on,  3r.  [H.L.],  Aug.  11,  800. 

Appeal,  Right  of— 807. 

Bonus,  Allocation  of— 806,  810. 

County  Court  Assistant  Commissioner* 
816. 

Demesnes,  Sale  of— 807. 

Estates  Commission,  Work  of— 826. 

Grant  in  Aid,  Distribution  of— 801 
806. 

Home  Rule,  Encouragement  of— 809. 

Labourers,  Question  of— 818,  820,  821» 
822,  823,  825. 

Land  Judge,  Authority  of— 812. 

Legal  Expenses,  Payment  of— 800, 
805. 

Mortgages,  814. 

Trmity  College,  Lessees  of— 800,  805. 

Consideration  of  Amendments  [n.c.\  Aug, 
12,  1036. 

Appeal.  Right  of,  1077. 

Bonus,  Allocation  of,  1069. 

Coal,«cc  Mineral  Rights  (sub-heading). 

Division  of  Estates,  lu37. 

Estates  Commission,  Power  of,  1065. 

Evicted  Tenants,  Question  of,  1069. 

Game  Laws,  see  Sporting  Rights  (sub- 
heading). 

Guarantee  Deposit,  1038. 

Labourers'  Settlement,  and  Question 
of,  1078.  1079,  ^ 
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I  Irish  Land  'Wl—eoru. 

I  Consideration  of  A  mendments  —cont. 

Land  Agents  and  Land  Clerks,  1066. 

I^nd  Commission,  1036,  1037,  1047, 

1065. 
Land  Judges  Court,  1036, 1068. 
Mineral    Righte,    1049,    1030,  1051, 


1052,  1053,  1054,  1055, 1056, 1058, 
1059,  1060,  1063. 
Publication  of  Report,  1075. 

Sporting    Righte,    1039,   1041,  1043, 
1044,  1045,  1046,  1048,  1064, 1065. 

Terminology  of  Bill,  1036. 
Consideration  of  Am^idment6[iLh.],Aug. 
IS,  1125. 
Estates  Commissioners,  Authority  of, 

1126. 
Evidence  in  Small  Cases,  1126. 
Guarantee  Deposits,  1126. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  U,  1282.  / 
Proposed  acquisition  of  Land  by  LondoD 
Financiers  under  Land  Bill,  and  Re- 
Sale  to  Tenante  at  a  profit— Disallow- 
ing such  financial  schemes,  Proposwl 
Q.  Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  A,  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Atuf,  10,  680. 
Suspension  of  Section  7  of  Land  Law  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1887,    relating   to  Ctre- 
takers.    Pending    Passing  of   LaiKl 
Bill,  proposed. 
Q,  Mr.  Delany ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinaon, 
Aug.  10,  678. 

Iron  and  Steel  Trade 

Canadian  Steel— Extension  of  Bountiaon, 
alleged,    Prohibiting   Importation  of 
Canadian  St'el,  proposed. 
Q,    Mr.    Brotherton ;    -4.   Mr.  J. 
Chamberiain,  Aug,  6, 126. 

Irrigation 

see  South  African  Ix)an  and  War  Contrilm- 
tion  Bill. 

Irvine  and  District  Water  Board  Order 
Oonfirmation  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  11,  789. 

Isle  of  Man  (Oostoms)  Bill 

c.  con*  Rep.»  Aug.  7,  528. 
/.  IR.  Aug,  11,  834. 
2r.  Aug,  12,  976. 
c,  3r.  Aug.  10,  788. 

DebaU  on  3r.  [h.c.],  Aug.  10,  78a 

Sugar   Convention  Bill— Application 
of,  788. 
I,  lB.«  Aug.  11,  834. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1282. 
Jameson,  Major  J.  E  [Clare,  W.] 

Motor-cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  406, 
416,  436,441,  442,  443,  450,  456,  458, 
459,  460,  467,  476,  479,  481,  493,  4W, 
495,499,504,  513,  514;  Aug,  11,  915, 
920,935,941.942. 
Revenue  PUl,  Aug.  11, 945. 
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Joint  Stock  Oompuiies 

Retarn  Ordered,  Aug,  IS,  1155. 
Return  Presented,  Aug,  14, 1287. 

Jones,  Mr.  William  [Carnarvon,  Arfon] 
Housing  of  Working  C lasses  Bill   (Com- 
mittee) Aug.  i(?,785. 

Joyce,  Mr.  M.  [Limerick] 
Ii  eland. 

Agricultural  Produce,  RaHway  De- 
lays of — Action  of  Board  of  Trade 
with  regard  to  Complaints,  Aug. 
12,  1029. 

Inipeiial  Yeomanry— By  whom  raised, 
place  of  Training— Amount  of 
Capitation  Grant,  etc.,  Aug.  tO, 
673. 

Jndicial  Statistics 

Ireland— Criminal  Statistics— Copy  Pre- 
sented, Aug.  11,  795,  839. 

Kearley,  Mr.  Hudson  [Bevonport] 

Dockyard  Joiners'  Pay— Decision  with 
regard  to  Petition  relative  to,  Aug.  7, 
391. 

Kemp,  Iiieat.-Oolonel  (George 

East  India  Revenue  Accmnts,  Aug.  1S$ 
1232. 

Kennedy,  Mr.  Patrick  [Westmeath,  N.] 
Meath  Rate  Collector,  Suspension  of,  by 
County  Council — Reconsideration    of 
Decision  of  Local  Government  Board, 
Aug.  6,  121. 

Kenyon,  Lord 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  Bill,  Aug.  IS, 
1138. 

Kenyon,  Mr.  G.  T.  [Denbigh] 

Education  Rates  in  Wales — Proposed 
Postponement  of.  Date  of  Levying 
Rates,  Inquiry  into  Cause  of  DeUy, 
proiK>eed,  Aug.  10,  663. 

Kerry,  County 

Congested  Districts — Calling  Attention  of 
Board  to  Districts  of  Coom,  Glenilesk, 
etc*.,  proposed. 
Q.      Mr.   Murphy;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Aug.  12,  1023. 

Cooscroum  Landing  Stage — Improvement 

Q.    Mr.    Boland;   A.   Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  Aug,  6,  121. 

Glen — Extension  of  Boat-Slip  at,  Cause  of 
Delay  in  proceeding  with  work. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug.  6,  121. 

Kilbride.  Mr.  Dennis  [Kildare,  S.] 

Alcoh  die  Drinks— Advisability  of  setting 
up  standard  of  Purity  for  Spirits.  Aug. 
6,  136. 

Derryaughta,  Congestion  in  —  Enlarge- 
ment of  Holdings  proposed,  Aug.  6, 
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Kilbride,  Mr.  Dennis— co»^ 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  12,  1048,  1054. 
Irish  Railway  and  Canal  Rates— Arrange- 
ments between  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Railway  and  Grand  Canal 
Company  with  regard  to  fixing  of 
minimum  rate,  Aug.  10,  680. 
Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7, 
429. 

Kildare 

Derryaughta,  Congestion  in  —  Enlarge- 
ment of  Holdings  proposed. 

Qs.  Mr.  KUbride ;  As.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Atu/.  6,  144 

Killamey 

Darley  Estate— Aid  of  Police  on  Occasion 
of  Rent  Seizures  on.  Refusing  Police 
Assistance  in  future,  proposed. 

Q.   Mr.   Murphy;    A.    Mr.    Wyod- 
h&m,  Aug.  0,  144. 

Kilmainham  Prison 


Inadequacy      of      accommodation       for 
Prisoners'  Visitors— Provision  of  more 
Suitable  Accommodation,  proposed. 
Qs.     Mr.    P.    0*Brien;    As.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  6,  142. 

Kilmeen  Tragedy 

see  Ireland. 

Elimber,  Mr.  Henry  [Wandsworth] 

Indian  .Railways— Capital  for  Railways 
subscribed  in  Great  Britain,  Amount 
of — Amount  of  Dividends  and  Interest, 
etc,  Aug.  10,  663. 

Kimber,  Mr. 

Post  Office  Second  Division  Clerks— Num- 
ber recorded  in  Order  in  Council  in 
1890,  as  being  Transferred  lo  Second 
Division,  who  have  not  been  so  trans- 
ferred, Inquiry  proposed,  Aug.  IS, 
1160. 

Re-distribution  Maps -Cause  of  Delay  in 
Publication  of,  Date  of  Distribution, 
Aug.  10,  669. 

King's  Aftican  Bifles 

Commissions   in,    given    to    Volunteers, 
Number  of. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Grant  ;  ^.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Aug.  14,  1289. 

King's  Speech 

Prorogation  of  Parliament— King's  Speech, 
Aug.  14y  1283. 
China,  Relations  with,  1284. 
Education  Bill,  1286. 
Employment  of  Children  Bill,  1286. 
France,  Relations  >vith,  1283, 1284. 
India,  Condition  of,  1285. 
Ireland,  Condition  of,  1286. 
Irish  Land  Bill,  1285. 
Macedonia,  Situation  in,  1284. 
Motor-Cars,  1286. 
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King's  Speech— eon^. 

Prorogation  of  Parliament — cont 

Patriotic  Fund  Bill,  1286. 

Persia,  Relations  with,  1284. 

Port  of  London  Bill,  1286. 

Scotland,  Affairs  in,  1285. 

Somaliland,  Situation  in,  1285. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  1286. 

Transvaal    and   Orange    River    Dis- 
tiictff,  Settlements  of,  1284. 

Turkey,  Relations  with,  1284. 

KiogstonuponHiill Corporation  Bill 

c.  Lords  AmendU,  Con.*  Aug,  10,  663. 

Kip's  Patents  BiU 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  11,  791. 

Kishiniev 

Riots   at — Report   of   Consul -General  at 
Odessa—  Date  of  Distribut  ion  to  Mem- 
bers. 
Q,    Mr.   Samuel ;   A,    Lord  Cran- 
borne,  Aug.  11,  844. 

Report  Presented,  Aug,  11,  794, 839. 

Laboiichere,  Mr.  H.  [Northampton] 

Dutch  gifts  to  the  Boer^,  Granting  iacili- 
ties  for  distribution  of,  Aug.  6,  126. 

Motor -Cars    Bill    {Committee),    Aug,    7, 

*  Labonr. 

Board  of  Trade  Labour  Department — 
Statistics,  etc.,  Anniuil  Abstract  Pre- 
sented, Aug.  13,  1117, 1162. 

Labourers,  Ireland. 

Liquiry  into  Labourers'  Questions— In- 
tentions as  to  taking  of  Evidence  on 
the  subject. 

Q.    Mr.   Murphy;^.    Mr.   Atkin- 
son, Aug.  10,  679. 

Labourers'  Cottages,  Ireland 

Aghalec  Labourers'  Cottages,  Amount  Ex- 
pended on— Cause  of  Delay  in  Pay- 
ment of  unexpended  Balance,  Dealing 
with  further  applications. 
Q.     Mr.  J.  Devlin;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
bam,  Aug.  13,  1181. 

Delays  in  Completing  Schemes. 

Cavan  Union — Delay  attributed  to 

Action    of     Local     (lovemment 

Board,  Appointment  of  arbitrator. 

Q.    Mr.    McGovem ;   A,    Mr. 

Wyndliam,  ^w<5r  12,  1009. 

Strabane  No.  2  Rural  District — Cause 
of  de'ay  in  Sanctioning  Loan. 
Q.     Mr.   McFadden;    A.    Mr. 
Wynd  ham,  Aug,  13,  1168. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts 

Inquiry  into   Working  of.  Object    of— 

■      •  Bf 

relative  to, 
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Au^,  6 — Aug,  14. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  AxXA—eont, 

Labourers'  Cottages  Grant,  1890— UnisEaed 
Balances   of,     Recommendatiou  for 
Distribution    of,   not  carried  oat- 
Reason  for  Omission. 
Q,    Mr.  Murphy ;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Aug,  11,  862. 


Introduction   of     Bill     next    Session 


Qa,  Mr.  Murphy;  Ai*.  Mr.  Wynd- 
bam,  Atig.  12, 1(»23. 
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Lambert,  Mr.  G.  [Devonshire,  South  Moltoo] 

Board  of  Education,  Consulting  Architect, 
Mr.  Robeon  —  Length  of  Serrice; 
Reason  for  Termination  of  Engage- 
ment —  Continued  Employment  of 
Expert  Assistance,  proposed,  Avg.ll^ 
859. 

British  Agricultural  Productions  - 
Approximate  Values  of,  Aug.  14, 
1292. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  13, 
1270. 

Lanarkshire  Tramways  Order  Conflmi- 
tionBiU 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  11,1W, 

Lancashire 

Cotton,  Raw. 

Cause  of  Scarcity  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Aug,  6,  118. 

Reexportation  of,  to  United  Statei- 
Etfect   on    Price     in    EngUnd, 
etc. 
Q,    Mr.    Field;     A.    Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  Aug,  6,  118. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  and  Londn 
and  North- Western  Bailway  (Steui 
Vessels)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  11,  791. 

Lancers*  10th 

Home  Service  given  to  19th  Hnspan  in- 
stead of  16 th  Lancers,  alleged. 
Q,  Mr.  C.  Hay  i  A,  Mr.  Brodrick 
Aug.  6,  125. 

Land  Oonunission,  Lreland 

Advances  under  Purchase  of  Land  (Ire- 
land) Act,   1891— Return  Presented, 
Aug.  11,  795,  839. 
Fair  Rents— Appeal,    Kenagh— Delay  in 
Listing  Appeal,    Listing   Appeal  for 
next  Sittings,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU;   A.  Mr.  At^ 
kinson,  Aug,  If,  1021. 
Proceedings— Return  Presented,  Aug^  10, 

530,  656. 
Rents— Inerease  of  Rents  on  Estate  of 
Mr.   S.  E.   Shirley,  Grounds  for  Ac- 
tion. , 
Q.  Mr.  0*Doherty ;    A,  Mr.  Wywi 
hMn,Aitg,  IS,  1011. 
Sale  and  Purchase  of  Estates. 

Connakelly    and    Corglaas  EstaJo*. 
Fresh  Proposals  with  regard  to 
Purchase  of. 
0.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;^.  Mr. 
Wyndham.  Aug,  11, »^' 
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Land  Oommission,  Ireland— <^n<. 

Sale  and  Pnrchaso  of  Estates — cont, 

Kilballyowen    Property  —  Agent  for 
Mana«;ement  of  Property. 
Q,  Mr.  Laiidon  ;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Aug,  6,  144. 

Rathcline  Estate — Number  of  Tenants 
denied   Right  of  Purchase— Ac- 
ceptance of  Tenants'  Offers,  pro- 
posed, 
g.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU ;  A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Aug.  10,  686. 

Staff— Number  of  Roman  Catholics,  Pro- 
testants, etc.,  filling  other  tlian  Sub- 
ordinate Positions  under  Commission. 
Q,   Mr.   Murphy;    A,  Mr.    Wynd- 
ham,  Aug.  6, 141. 

Land  Judges 

8te  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Land  Question,  Ireland 

Land  Purchase— Proposed  Formation  of 
Syndicate  for  Purchase  of  Irish  Es- 
tates—Former Dealings  of  the  Man- 
aging Director,  Mr.  J.  A.  O'Sullivan 
—Prosecution  for  Obtaining  Money 
under  False  Pretences,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrelf;  A.  Mr.  At- 
kinson, Aug,  12,  1020. 

Land  Tax  Oqmmissioners  Name  Bill 
Introduction  of,  during  present  Session. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four,  Au{f.  12, 1030. 

Lansdowne,  liarquess  of  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs 

British  Consul-General  in  Crete,  Ap- 
proaching Vacancy  of  post — Proposed 
Appointment  of  Officer  unconnected 
witii  Consular  Service,  Grounds  for 
Appointment,  etc.,  Aug,  7,  381. 

China— Imprisonment  of  Chinese  Journal- 
ists at  Shanghai— Attitude  of  H.M. 
Government  towards  Demand  for  Sur- 
render of  Prisoners  to  Chinese  Author- 
ities, Aug.  13,  1120. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (CofmniUee),  Aug.  6,  9,  22, 
30,  38.  43,  47,  59,  65,  68  ;  Aug.  7,  281, 
283,  301,  302,  305,  307,  310,  312,  320, 
321,  324,  326,  357  ;  Aug,  10,  691,  598, 
614,  617,  620, 630. 

Macedonia.  Position  of  Affairs  in— Atti- 
tude of  H.M.  Government  towards, 
Aug.  IS,  1120. 

Poaching  in  Ireland,  Aug.  10,  538. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  10,  541. 

Venezuela— Protocol  relative  to  Reference 
of   certain    Matters    to   the   Hague 
.  Tribunal,  Position  of  Affisiirs  with  re- 
gard to,  Aug.  13,  1120. 

liaw,  Mr.  H.  [Donegal,  W.] 

Boyle,  Mr.  P.  J.— Delay  in  Appointment 
of,  as  Light-keeper,  Cause  of  Delay, 
Aug.  i;f,  1005. 
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Law,  Mr.  TL—cont. 

British  Museum  Reading  Room  and 
National  Library  of  Ireland — Staff 
and  Number  of  Readers  in  year  1902-3, 
Aug.  12,  1005. 

Ireland,  Condition  of  the  National  Library 
of — Understatfing  of  the  Library— 
Inadequate  Salaries  of  Officials  Lm- 
ployed— Deficiencies  in  Lighting,  ^iiflr. 
6,  154,  169,  160. 

Maghery  Glebe  Lands— Sale  of,  without 
due  notification,  alleged,  Aug.  14, 
1295. 

National  Library,  Ireland  —  Inadequate 
Lighting  of  Reading  Room,  Installa- 
tion of  Newer  Form  of  Lighting,  pro- 
posed, Aug.  6,  149. 

Law  Oourts— High  Court  of  Justice,  etc. 
Clerks. 

Compulsory  Retirement— Date  of  A^e 
Limit  coming  into  Force  —Exten- 
sion of,  to  Ireland. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Abraham  ;  A.  Mr. 
Elliot,  Aug.  U,  1297. 

Superannuated  Clerks — Return  Pre- 
sented, Aug.  11,  795. 

Ireland— Probate  Courts,  Accounts  for, 
1902— Presented,  ^1/^7.  i«J,  ms,  1155. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature— Account  of 
Receipts  and  Expenditure  Presented, 
Aug.  12,  954,  995. 

Lawrence,  Mr.  W.  F.  [Liverpool,  Abci- 
cromby] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (Committee),  Aug.  7,  471. 

Remuneration  of  Witnesses  in  Criminal 
Cases  —  Report  of  Departmental 
Committee  —  Carrying  out  Recom- 
mendations at  Early  Date,  Aug.  11, 
849. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  6,  243, 

LaWSOn,  Mr.  Qnait—Secretary  to  the  Loral 
(rovemmetU  Board  [YorKshire,  N.K., 
Thirsk] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (Committee),  Aug,  7,  469 
470,  497. 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  [Cornwall,  Camborne] 

Brewers*  Licences— Nature  of  Legislation 
to  be  Introduced  next  Session  relative 
to,  Aug,  6,  150. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  14, 1332. 

Lead  Poisoning 

Special  Rules— Date    of   Publication   of 
Final  Award  in  respect  of  Rules. 
Q.   Sir  C.   Dilke  ;    A.   Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Aug.  11,  850. 

Leamy,  Mr.  E.  [Kildare,  N.] 

Straffim  Post  Office,  Early  Closing  of. 
Involving  Delay  in  Delivery  of 
Pivroels,  Alleged,  Aug.  IS,  1159. 
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Lee,  |ilr.  A*  [Hampshire,  Fareham] 

Commissionfi  in  the  Regular  Army— Regu- 

bitions  for  Militia  Officers,  Aug,  14, 

1296. 
Motor-cars  Bill  ((Jommittee),  Aug.  7,  406, 

494,  500,  o09. 

Woolwich  Arsenal,  Salaries  at,  Aug.  10^ 
737,  739. 

Leith  Haxboor  Board 

see  Bnrgh  Police  (Scotland)  Bill. 

Leitrim 

Mare  Shows— Disqualification  from  Entry 

of  Mares  from  Cloone  Division,  etc., 

Prevention  of  similar  Disqualification 

in  Future,  Proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  TuUy  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

Aug.  13,liT2. 

Rynn  and  Black  River  Drainage  Board — 
Area  of  Charge,  Reduction  of  Area— 
Grounds  for,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    P.   Farrell  ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  At^.  7,  394. 

Rynn  and  Black  River  Drainage  Board— 
Return  of  Expenses— Representation 
of  Tenants  on  Non-Elected  Boards. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son,  Aug.  10,  685. 

Leng,  Sir  J.  [Dundee] 

Paper  Imports,  Value  of— Treatment  of 
Impoits  under  New  Fiscal  Policy, 
Aug.  6,  125. 
Wood  Pulp  Imports,  Value  of —Treatment 
of  Imports  under  new  Fiscal  Policy, 
Aug.  6,125, 

Lerwick    Harbour    Improvementd    Act, 
1877,  Amendment  Order  Oonflrma- 
tion  Bill. 
/.  IR.*  Rep*,  Aug.6y2, 
3r.*  Aug.  11,  792. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1282. 

Lewis,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Flint  Boroughs] 

Government  Factories— Recommendation 
of  PuWic  Accounts  Committee,  rela- 
tive to  Management  of.  Action  of 
Government,  Aug.  12, 1033. 

Land  Tax  Commissioners  Name  Bill  — 
Introduction  of,  during  present  Ses- 
sion, Aug  12, 1030. 

M'Kinley  Tariff-  Evidence  given  before 
Committee  of  Hou«*e  of  Representa- 
tives with  Reference  to,  Laying  Copy 
on  Table,  proposed,  Aug.  6,  164. 

Museums,  Art  Galleries,  etc,  in  Scotland 
and  Ireland— Expenditure  on,  Aug. 
li,  856. 

Preferential  Duties,  Effect  of,  on  Products 
of  Minor  British  Possessions,  A  ug,  6, 
129. 

Rate  on  Government  Property — Reasons 
for  increasing  present  Contribution 
to,  Aug.  6y  196. 

Religious  Instruction  in  Elementary 
Schools,  By-law  relative  to — Applica- 
tion of  By-law  to  localities  lacking 
facilities  for  Religious  Instruction, 
Aug,lS,\0\^, 
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Lewis,  Island  of. 

Social  Condition  of.  Report  on— Date  of 
dealing   with   recommendations  oon- 
tained  in  Report. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir ;  A,  Mr.  G.  Murrey, 
Aug.  10,  664. 

Liberia. 

Looting   of   British   Steamer  "Haam," 
wrecked  on    Liberian  Coast— Repre- 
sentations to  Liberian  Govemmeot. 
Q.     Mr-    C.     McArthnr;    A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Aug.  11, 858. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
a^  Amendment  BilL 

/.     3R.  Aug.  10,  511. 

c.    Lords  Amendts.   con,*'  Awi,  12, 1115. 

Consideration  of  AmeiuUs.  [H.c],  Aug.  i:, 
1115. 
Appealn,  Regulations  for,  1115. 
Railway  Refreshment  Rooms,  1116. 
Sunday,  Opening  of  Railway  Refresh- 
ment Rooms  on,  1116. 
I.    Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1282. 

Light  Railways  Bill 

c.  2r.  Aug.  11,  952. 

Lights,  Lighthouses,  and  Lightships. 

Ireland— Light-keeper,  Delay  in  Appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  P.  J.  Boyle,  Cause  ot 
delav 

y.     Mr.   H.   Law  ;  A.  Mr.  Wywl 
ham,  Aug.  12,  1005. 

Lincoln 

Education    Committee— Appointment  of 

Solicitor  for  Legal  Work  of,  AtOtode 

of  Board  of  Education  towards  Actioo. 

Q.    Mr.    Mansfield;     A,   Sir  )^. 

Anson,  Aug.  12,  1003. 

Liqnor  Traffic  and  Liquor  Licensing  Lawi 

Alcoholic  Drinks— Advisability  of  satting 

up  Standard  of  Purity  for  spiriw. 

Q,    Mr.  Kilbride;  A.  Mr.  Bitishie, 

Aug.  6,  135. 

Brewer's  Licences— Nature  of  l^M^ 

to  be  introduced  next  Session  relattw 

Qs.  Sir  C.  Rasch,  Sir  W.  Hjrt 
Dyke,  Mr.  Crooks.  Sir  W 
Lawson;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal 
four,  Aug.  6,  150. 


Liverpool  University  Bill 
c.Sr.*  Aug.6,  113. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14, 


1282. 


Llewellyn,  Mr. 

Motor-Cars  Bill 
929. 


{CommiUee),  Aug.  H 


Lloyd-€^eorge,  Mr.  D.  [Carnarvon  Bo««^] 
Consolidated  Fund  (Approprialaon^  »^ 
Aug^ll,  870,  871  %Aug.Wy3Sn' 
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Loans 

Colonial  Loans— Amount  advanced  under 
Colonial  Loans  Act,  1898— Rate  of 
Interef^t. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  ^4.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Aug.  12, 1016. 

Local  Oovenunent  Board 

7,  266, 


[Loa— Lon 


Annual   Report  Presented,  Aug. 
388. 

Hastings— List  of  Voters— Surcharge  by 
Local  Gk>vemment  Auditors  of  Value 
of  list  of  Voters — Cause  of  delay  in 
dealing  with  question  by  Local 
Government  Board. 
Q.  Mr.  F.  Thomas  M.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Aug.  13,  1158. 

Local  Qovemment  Board,  Ireland 

Dispensaiy  Doctors— Refusal  of  Board  to 
sanction  increase  of  salary— Grounds 
for  refusal. 
Q.  Dr.  Thompaon ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  A  ug.  10,  667. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  3)  Bill 
L  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11, 789. 

Local  Ck)vemment  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  5)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,.1S9. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  7)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Local   Government    Provisional   Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Local   Government  Provisional    Orders 
(No.  8)  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Local    Government  Provisional    Orders 
(No.  13)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Local  Government  (Transfer  of  Powers) 
Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Local  Taxation 

Amounts,  Distribution  of  Proceeds  of 
Licences,  Estate  Duty  and  Customs 
and  Excise  Duties,  Return  Ordered, 
Aug.  7,  389. 

Account  —  Return  Presented,  Aug.  13, 
1155. 

Local  Equalisation  of  Rates. 

Accounts  under  Section  1.  (7)  of  Act 
of  1894,  Ordered,  Aug.  7,  381. 

Accounts  under  Section  1  (7)  of  Act 
of  1894,  Presented,  Aug.  12,  993. 

Scotland  —  Account  —  Annual  Return, 
presented,  Aug  13,  1118,  1155. 

Lodmell  Estate  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 
43 


Lockwood,     Lient. -Colonel    A.     [Essex, 
Epping] 

Army  Medical  Corps — Distribution  of 
South  African  War  Medals  to  Eastern 
Division  not  yet  Completed,  Num- 
bers Distributed  in  other  Divisions, 
Aug.  12,  1013. 

Locomotives  Act 

Return  Presented,  Aug.  I4, 1281. 
London 

Charitable  Endowments — Further  Return 
Presented,  Aug.  11,  840. 

Museunjs  and  Galleries — Total  Cost  of,  in 
1902. 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Davies;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Aug.  6,  115. 

Parliamentary  and  Municipal  Boroughs, 
Assimilation    of  —  Introduction     of 
Legislation  next  Session,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.   H.   C.    Richards;    A.  Mr. 
W.  Long,  Aug.  12,  1000. 

Public  Buildings  in  Course  of  Erection — 
Dates  of  Completion. 
Q.  Sir  C.   MacLaren  ;    ^.  Mr.   V. 
Cavendish,  Aug.  6,  120. 

Rates,  Equalisation  of. 

Accounts  under  Section  1  (7)  of  Act  of 
1884,  Ordered,  Aug.  7,  388. 

Accounts  under  Section  1  (7)  of  Act  of 
1894,  Presented,  Aiig.  12,  993. 

London  County  Council 

Return  Relating  to  Council— Presented, 
Aug.  12,  954. 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
Bill 
/.  Rojal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
Lnprovements)  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

London  Education  Bill 

Consideration  of  Amendts.  [h.c],  Aug.  10, 
781. 

Managers — Two    Schools    with    one 
body  of,  781. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  U,  1282. 

London.  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway 
Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aitg.  11,  791. 

London  United  Tramways  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Londonderry,  Marquess  of—President  of 
the  Board  of  Education. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  6,  31, 

Long,  Colonel  C.  W-  [Worceatershire,  Eves- 
ham] 
Government  Departments — Total  Expen- 
diture in,  Aug.  13,  1174.     ^ 
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Longf  Et.    Hon.   W.    'R.—Presedcnt  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  [Bristol,  S.] 

Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths — Cost  of 
Registration  in  England  and  Wales, 
Aug.  6,  119. 

Bristol  Union  Infirmary,  Inadequacy  of 
Accommodation  —  Action  of  Local 
Government  Board  with  regard  to 
remedying  defect,  Aug.  12^  1000. 

Chatham  Poor  Law  Schools  —  Corporal 
punishment  inflicted  on  girl  in,  In- 
quiry into  case,  Ang.  12,  1001. 

Government  Audits— Attendance  of  Rural 
Overseers  on  occasion  of  Audit — 
Advantage  of  Arrangement,  Aug.  6, 
138. 

Hanwell  Poor  Law  Schools —Authorised 
Number  of  Children,  Number  Main- 
tained during  August,  1903,  Aug,  IS, 
1020. 

Hastings  List  of  A^oters— Surcharge  by 
Local  Government  Auditors,  Decision 
of  Case,  Avg.  IS,  1158. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  Bill  (Com- 
mittee), Aug.  10,  784,785;  Aug.  11, 
942. 

Marriage— Average  Age  at  Marriage  in 
quinquennial  periods,  Aug.  12,  iSoi. 

Metropolitan  Parliamentary  and  Muni- 
cii>al  Boroughs,  Assimilation  of — Pro- 
posed Introduction  of  Legislation,  No 
Undertaking  Possible  witli  regard  to, 
Aug.  IS,  1000. 

MotorCars  Bill  (Committee),  Aug.  7, 397, 
398,  401.  402,  403.  404,  406,  409,  411, 
412,  413,  414,  426,  426,  436.  436.  443, 
446,  463,  454,  465,  458,  460,  561,  462, 
463,  464,  466,  466,  467,  468,  471.  472, 
473,  477,  479.  480,  484.  486.  487,  489, 
490.  491,  494,  495.  496,  497,  499,  500. 
501,  504,  505,  506,  507,  508,  509,  610. 
516,  516,  517,  520;  Aug.  11,  908,  909, 
920,  921,  924,  926,  931,  932,  937,  938, 
939,  940,  941,  942. 

Poor  Relief  Act — Proposed  Amendment 
of.  No  promise  possible,  Aug.  11,  860. 

St.  Faith's,  Norfolk— Agricultural  Rating 
Act,  Effect  on  Rates  Levied  on  other 
than  Agricultural  Ratepayers,  Returns 
not  yet  received  relative  to,  Aug.  6, 
138. 

Xiongford 

Drainage  Board — Return  of  Expenses- 
Representation  of  Tenants  on  Non- 
elected  Boards. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  At- 
kinson, Avg,  10,  685. 
Market  Tolls — Continuation  of  Practice 
of  Levying  Tolls,  Object  of  Tolls- 
Withdrawal,  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.    J.    P.    Farrell;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  11,  862. 
Rural    District — Expenditure   on    Roads 
and  New  Works — Amount  in  Excess 
of  Limit — Inquiry,  proposed. 
Qs.  Mr.   Tully,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ; 
As.    Mr,   Wyndhf^m,  Ang.  13, 
1171, 


Longford,  Mr. 

Retirement   of— Reinstatement  in  Con- 
sular Service. 
Q.    Mr.   W.   Redmond;  A.    Lord 
Cranbome,  Aug,  10, 662. 

Longhope 

Causeway  over  the  Ayre,  Estimated  Cost 
of — Carrying  out  of  Work  in  Accord- 
ance with  Plans,  etc 
Q.    Mr.   C.  Wason;    A.   Mr.  G. 
Murray,  Aug.  10,  665. 

Lonsdale,  Mr.  T.  B.  [Armagh,  Mid] 

Irish  Agricultural  Produce,  Railway  RaUi 
on— Arranging  Local  Conference  in 
respect  of  Railway  Rates,  proposed, 
Aug.  10,  682. 

Sale  of  Butter  Bill,  Introduction  of,  at 
Early  Date  next  Session,  Aug.  6, 15^ 

Lough,  Mr.  T.  [Islington,  W.] 

Belgian  Sugar  Legislation,  Accordance  of, 

with  Terms  of  Convention,  Aug.  10, 

675. 
Cnnard    and     International    Mercantile 

Marine  Companies,  Aug,  12, 1085. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  IS, 
1224. 

Irish  Death  and  Stamp  Duties— Decrean 
in.  Amount  of.  Cause  of,  Aug.  It, 
1016. 

Hollo  way  Prison — Arrangements  for  Dis- 
continuing the  Carrying  out  of  Dettli 
Sentences  at,  Aug.  10,  674. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  Bill  [Cm- 
mittee),  Aug.  10,  784. 

Isle  of  Man  Customs  Bill,  Aug.  10,  78& 

liOndon  Education  Bill,  Aug.  10,  781. 

Public  Buildings  Expenses  Bill  {Cm- 
mittee),  Aug,  10,  774. 

Revenue  Bill,  Aug.  10,  786. 

Sugar — Prohibitive  Proclamations  »g«Bst 
Importation  of  Sugar  from  Kuina, 
etc..  Arrangements  with  regard  to 
Issue  of.  Grounds  for  Non-pronibition 
of  Spanish  and  Roumanian  Sugars, 
etc.  Aug.  IS,  1178. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  6,  237. 

LoQgh  Swilly  Railway 

Management  of,  on  occasion  of  Royal 
Visit  —  Excursion  Facilities  offw 
without  provision  of  Adequate  A^ 
commodation,  resulting  in  Overcrowd- 
ing, Inquiry  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.  M'Fadden;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Aug.  12,  1006. 

Pennyburn  —  Erection   of    Station  at  — 
Grant  made  for  purpose,  alleged. 
Q.  Mr.  McFadden;  A.  Mr.  Elliot, 
Aug.  18,  1157. 

Non-observance  of  Board  of  Trade  Rego* 
lations  by  Company,  alleged. 
Q.    Dr.    Thompson;    A,    Mr.  0. 
Balfour,  Aug.  10,  686. 
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Lough  Swilly  Railway— <»>'«^. 

Rsfusal  to  carry  Kxouraian  Party  from 
Culdaff  to  Letterk«<nny,  alleged— In- 
tentions of  Boird  of  Works  with 
regard  to  refu^wiL 

Q,  Mr.  MrtFaddea ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  Aug.  12,  1007. 

Repayment  by  Railway  Company  to 
Donegal  Ciunty  Council  of  Interest 
on  Buncrana  and  Cardonagh  Railway 
Guaranteed  Shares. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Doherty ;  A.  Mr.  Elliot, 
Auq,  13,  1162. 

Louth 

Maasareen  Estate— Inquiry  as  to  position 
of  Affairs — Employment  of  Police  in 
carrying  out  eviction  on. 

Q.  Mr.  Nolan;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Atig,  14,  1296. 

Lowther,  Mr.  J.  W. — Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees [Cumberland,  Penrith] 

Committees. 

Amendment  ought  to  be  moved  as 
new  Clause,  Aug.  7,  397. 

Amendment  —  Proper  time  to  move 
an,  Aug,  7,  442. 

Amendment  raised  beyond  scope  of 
Bill,  Aug,  7,  516,  516. 

Amendment  to  an  Amendment  to  an 
Amendment  cannot  be  accepted, 
Aug.  7,  453. 

Lowthor,  Bt.  Hon.  James  [Kent,  Thanet]. 
Port  of  London  Bill — Carrying  over  of  Bill 
till  next  Session,  Step  not  to  be  made 
into  a  precedent,  Aug.  IS,  1033. 

Loyd,  Mr.  A-  K.  [Berkshire,  Abingdon] 

Government  Audita— Attendance  of  Rural 
Overseers  on  occasion  of  Aadit,  Re- 
leasing Overseers  from  Duty  proposed, 
Aug.  6',  138. 

Lucas,  Mr.  Reginald  [Portsmouth] 

Army  Ordnance  Department — Rate  of  pay, 
m,  Aug.  10,  732. 

Motor-cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  11,  933. 

Saamen  Killed  in  Time  of  Peace — Pensions 
for  Widows  of,  Final  Decision  with 
regard  to,  Aug.  12,  1006. 

Pomaliland— Situation  in,  Aug.  10,  710. 

Lunatics  and  Lunatic  Asylums 

Ireland — Report  Presented,  Aug.  13,  1117, 
1153. 
Lundon,  Mr.  W.  [Limerick,  E.] 

Kilballyowen  Property— Agent  for  Manage- 
ment of,  Aug.  6,  144. 

M 'Arthur,  Mr.  0.    [Liverpool,  Exchange] 
Cattle  Shipments  from  Boston,  Date  of 
removal  of — Prohibition  of  Importa- 
tion into  Great  Britain,  Aug.  11,  858. 

Cunard  and  International  Mercantile 
Marine  Companies,  Aug.  i^,  1092. 
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M'Arthur,  Mr.  0.—cotU. 

French  Congo,  Claims  of  British  Merchanta 
in— Position  of  Negotiations  with 
French  Government,  Aug.  12,  999. 

Liberia— Looting  of  British  steamer 
"Haussa"  wrecked  on  coast.  Repre- 
sentations to  Liberian  Government, 
Aug.  11,  858. 

M*Arthur,  Mr.  William  A.    [Cornwall,  St. 
Austell] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {CommiUefi),  Aug.  7,  481, 
414,  485,  492,  49.%  499. ;  Aug.  11,  933. 

Macdonnell,  Dr. 

Maryborough  Prison  Poisoning  Case- 
Appointment  of  qualified  chemist  to 
prison,  proposed,  Aug.  13,  1174. 

Macedonia 

Condition  of  AfiBairs  in— 

Q.    Earl    Spencer;   A.     Marquess  of 
Lansdowne,  Aug.  IS,  1120 

Os.      Mr.  Bryce,  Aug.  10,  693;    Mr. 
Balfour,  Aug.  10,  695. 

see  also  Consolidated  Fund  Appropiiation 
Bill. 

McFadden,  Mr.  £.    [Donegal,  E.] 
Lough  Swilly  Railway. 

Erection  of  S  ration  at  Penny  burn- 
Grant  made  for  purpose  of, 
alleged,  Aug.  IS,  1157. 

Mani^ement  of,  on  occasion  of  Royal 
Visit— ExcursionFacilities  offered 
without  provision  of  Adequate 
Accommodation  resulting  in  over- 
crowding—Inquiry proposed,  Aug. 
IS,  1006. 

Refusal  to  carry  Excursion  Party  from 
Culdaflf  to  Letterkenny,  alleKOtl— 
Intentions  of  Board  of  Works 
with  regard  to  Refusal,  Aug.  IS 
1007. 

Strabane  Labourers'  Cotteges,  Erection 
of— Cause  of  Delay  in  Sanctionin*' 
Loan,  Aug.  13, 1168. 

McGovem,  Mr.  T.  [Cavan,  W.] 

Bnttersbridge  (Co.,  Cavan),  Inadequacy 
of  postal  facilities  at— Establishment 
of  Telegiuphic  Communication,  Mone  / 
Order  Office,  etc.  proposed,  Aug.  IS, 

iUUo. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  IS,  1046,  1057,  1065, 
1076. 

Labourers*  Cottages  in  Cavan  Union,  De- 
lay in  Erection  of— Delay  attributed 
to  action  of  Local  Government  Board- 
Appointment  of  Arbitrators,  Aua.  IS. 
1009.  ^       ' 

Maclver,  Mr.  Dairid  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale] 

Cunard  and  International  Mercantile 
Marine  Companies,  Aug.  IS,  1 108. 
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M'Kean,  Mr.  J.  [Monaghan,  S.] 

Castleblaney  Post  Office — Action  of  Dis- 
trict Sarvevor  with  regard  to  Female 
Telegraph  Learners,  Inquiry  proposed, 
Aug.  IS,  1028. 

McKenna,  lir.  B.  [Monmouth,  N.J 

German  Official  Export  Returns — Basis  of 
Calculation,  Aug.  10,  664. 

Boyal  En^neers— Committee  of  Inquiry 
into  Barrack  work  of — Presentation 
of  Keport,  Aug.  10,  668. 

M'KiUop,  Mr.  W.  [Sligo,  N.] 

Army  Veterinary  Department — Attitude 
of  Veterinary  Doctors  towards — 
Number  of  Vacancies — Number  of 
Candidates  at  last  Examination,  etc., 
Aug.  14,  1289. 

M'Laren,    Sir    C.    B.    B.    [Leiceetershire, 
Bosworth] 

London  Buildings  in  course  of  Erection — 
Dates  of  Completion,  Aug.  6, 120. 

St.  James's  Park— Nature  of  Works  pro- 
ceedings in,  Aug,  6, 120. 

Macnaghten,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Ctmimittee),  Aug.  6, 
16,  40,  66,  77;  Aug,  7,  277,  283, 
329,  331,  332,  333,  334,  335,  336, 
349,  358,  359 ;  Aug.  10,  590,  691,  605, 
616,  616,  617,  818 ;  Aug.  11,  812,  821 

MacNeill,  Mr.  J.  O.  S.  [Donegal,  S.] 

Indian  Government,  Demands  of,  on 
Dalai-Lama  of  Lhassa — Action  of 
Foreign  Office,  Aug.  10,  661. 

White  Port,  Loughross  Point,  Done^— 
Danger  caus^  by  absence  of  Pier — 
Completion  of  Pier  proposed,  Aug.  6, 
114. 

MacVeagh,  Mr.  J.  [Down,  S.] 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Aug.  6, 
259  ;  {Committee)  Aug.  10,  778. 

Fiscal  Inquiry  —  Inclusion  of  Ireland 
within  Scope  of  Inquiry,  Aug.  6,  149. 

Estate*?,  Ireland— Proposed  Acquisition 
of,  by  London  Financiers  under  Land 
BUI,  and  Re-sale  to  Tenants  at  a 
Profit — ^Disallowing  such  Financial 
Schemes,  proposed,  Aug.  10, 680. 

Petty  Sessions  Clerks  Ireland— Regula- 
tions regarding  Retirement  and  Age 
Limit  of— Basis  of  Calculation  of 
Pensions,  Au^.  6,  147. 

Telegraph  Service  at  Edinburgh  and 
Dundee  —  Non-payment  of  night 
messengers  for  Sunday  duty  alleged, 
Aug.  10,  660. 

Maghery 

Sale  of  Glebe  Lands  at,  without  due 
notification,  alleged. 

g.  Mr.   H.    Law;  A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Aug.  14, 1295. 
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Magistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace 
Ireland  —  Killaghtie,    County  Donegil- 
Cause  of  Delay  in  Appointment  of 
Local  Magistrate. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  Aug.  11,  860. 

Mail  Service 

Contracts— Obligations  during  "War. 
Q,    Sir   J.   Colomb  ;   A.   Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug,  10, 660. 

Malcolm,  Mr.  I.  Z.  [Sufiblk,  Stowmarket] 
Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.7,m. 

Manchester,  Dnke  of 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  6, 1637. 

Manchester  Corporation  Bill 
l.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  11,  791. 

Manchester  Southern  Tramways  Bill 
I,  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Mansfield,  Mr.  H.  [Lincolnshire,  Spalding] 

Fiscal  Inquiry — Inclnsion  of  inquiry  into 
condition  of  Working  UMses  is 
Countries  adopting  Protective  Tuif^ 
Aug,  IS,  1175. 

Lincoln  Education  Committee— Aypoint- 
ment  of  Solicitor  for  Lecal  Work  of 
—Attitude  of  Board  of  EdacitioB 
towards  Action,  Aug.  12,  lOOSl 

South  African  War  Medals— Delay  in  lane 
of  Medals  to  Colonials  and  Yeonunry 
All^[ed,  Date  of  Issue,  Aug.  6, 127. 

Manure 

See  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stufis  Bill. 

Maps 

Redistribution  Maps— Cause  of  Delay  in 
Publication  of.  Date  of  DistribiitiwL 
Q.    Mr.  Kimber;  A.    Mr.  Akcn 
Dout^las,  Aug.  10,  659. 

Marine  Store  Dealers  (Ireland)  Bill 

/.    3b.*  Aug.7,  385. 

c.    Lords  AmendmerUs    can.*   Aug.  ^''. 

1185. 
/.    Royal  Assent,  Aug,  14,  1282. 


Markham,  Mr. 

Mansfield] 


A.    B.    [Nottinghamshire, 


Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug,  14, 1337. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Avg.  ^•>' 
1279. 

Hooley,  Mr.  E.  T. —Fraudulent  Proceed 
ings  alleged,  Aug.  7,  396. 

Sugar  Convention— Number  of  White 
Population  in  West  Indies  who  will 
benefit  by  Convention,  Aug,  10, 670. 
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Marlborough,  Dnke  of 

Freight  Contracts,  Aug.  if,  989 ;  Aug.  IS, 
1149. 

Kanakas,  Deputation  of,  from  Queensland 
to  South  Sea  Ldands,  Arrangements 
with  regard  to,  Attitude  of  Australian 
Government  towards  Kanakas,  Aug. 
10,  631. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  10,  804. 

Marriage 

Average  age  at  Marriage  in  quinquennial 
Periods. 
Q.    Mr.  D.   A.  Thomas;  A.    Mr. 
W.  Long,  Aug.  IS,  1001. 

Marriages  Legalisation  Bill 
c.  con.*  3r*.,  Aug.  7,  528. 
I.  IE*.,  Aug.  10.  531. 

2r».,  Aug.  11,  800. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1282. 

Maxyboron^  Prison 

Case   of   Poisoning   in— Appointment   of 
Qualified  Chemist  to  Prison,  proposed. 
Q.      Dr.    MacDonnell;     A.      Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  IS,  1174. 

Discharged  Invalid  Convicts— Deportation 
of,    to    Mountmellick    Workhouse — 
grounds  for  Action. 
Q.    Mr.   Delany;  A.    Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Aug,  10,  677. 

Maryport  Harbour  Bill 

I.    Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Massarene 

Upper  Massarene  Drainage  Tax,  Amount 
of— Outlav     on     Drainage     Works, 
Method  of  Expenditure. 
Q.      Mr.    J.    Devlin;     A.      Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  IS,  1180. 

Massey,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee)  Aug.  6,  6,  8. 
Poaching  in  Ireland,  Aug.  10,  537. 
Meath 

Rate  Collector,  Suspension  of,  by  County 
Council— Reconsideration  of  "^Decision 
of  Local  Grovemment  Board. 

Q.  Mr.  Kennedy ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug.  6,  121. 

Meaih,  Earl  of 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  {Committee), 
Aug.  10,  645,  656. 

Irish  Land  Bill.  Aug.  6,  349;  Aug.  10, 
629  ;  Aug,  11,  820. 

Medals  and  Clasps. 

South  African  War,— lee  that  title. 

Medical  Officers. 

Ireland. 

Dispensary  Medical  Officers.  Refusal 
of  Irish  Local  Grovemment  Board 
to  sanction  increase  of  salary — 
Grounds  for  ref usaL 

Q.    Dr.   Thompson;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  10,  667. 
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Medical  Officers— con^. 
Ireland— <Mm/. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Officers. 

Appointment  of  Royal  Commis- 
sion of  Inquiry  next  Session,  pro- 

Q.  Dr.  Thompson;  A. 
Mr.  Atkinson,  A  ug.  10, 
683. 

Grievances  of.  Government  In- 
quiry into  —  Reason  for 
neglect  of  previous  Remons- 
trances. 

Q.  Dr.  Thompson ;  A. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  Aug. 
IS,  1024. 

Inclusion  within  Scope  of  Vice- 
regal Commission  of  Question 
of  Officers'  Grievances  with 
regard  to  Holidays,  etc., 
proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien;  ^. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  Am.  6, 
146. 

Intimidation     by     Council      of 
Medical  Association  of  doctor- 
outside  association  from  seeks 
ing  Irish  Poor  Law  Medical 
Appointments.     Layinc  Re- 
ports on  Table  proposed. 
Q.      Dr.    Thompson;    A. 
Mr.   Wyndham,  Aug. 
IS,  1011. 

Tullamore  Medical  Officer— Act  ion  of 

Local  Govern  meut    Board    with 

regard  to,  Authority  for  Action. 

Q9.    Dr.  Ttiompson ;  As.     Mr. 

Atkinson,  Aug.    10,    684; 

Aug.  12,  1024. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health,  Scotland 

Parochial  Officers  —  Return  Presented, 
Aug.  IS,  1154. 

Mediterranean 

British    Fleet — Long   Range   Firing— In- 
efficiency of,  as  shown  in  Contest. 
Q.     Mr.     flai  niB worth ;     A.     Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Aug.  11,  841. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

Recommendation  of  Select  Committee 
with  regard  to  substitution  of  specifi- 
cation of  country  of  origin  for  words 
*'  made  abroad ''  —  Reason  for  not 
carrying  out  recommendation. 

Q.    Sir    H.    Vincent;    A.    Mr.   G. 
Balfour, -4 w^r.  6, 119. 

Merchant  Shipping 

Marine  Insurance  Law  Consolidation  Bill 
— Desirability  of  passing  Bill  during 
present  session. 
Q.   Sir  A.   Rollit;    A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Aug.  7,  389. 

Orders  in  Council  Presented,  Aug.  IS^ 
1119,1154. 
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Marchant  Shipping— c<w«^. 

Seamen  killed  in  Time  of  Peace— Pensions 
for  Widows  of— Final  Decision  with 
regard  to. 

Q.  Mr.  R.  Lucas  ;  A,  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Aug.  12,  1005. 
Subsidies  to  Shipping  Companies— Returns 
Presented,  A^ig.  U,  1281. 

Merchant  Shipping  Bill 
/.  IR.*  Av^,  10,  653. 

Metropolitan  Police 

Fund    Account  —  Amount    in    Bank    of 
England   for   which    no   interest    is 
received. 
Q.    Mr.  Cremer;     A,    Mr.   Akers 
Douglas,  Aug.  6,  137. 

Metropolitan  Police  ProYisional   Order 
Bill. 
/.  Royal  Asseiit,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Metropolitan  Streets  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Middlesborough  Corporation  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Midland    Great    Western    Railway    of 
Ireland  Bill 
L  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Mid-Yorkshire  Tramways  Bill 

c.  3R.*  Aug.  10,  654. 
/.  Ro}al  Assent,  Aug  14,  1283. 
Military  Lands  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.  con.*  Aug.  IS,  1280. 
/,  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1282. 
Military  Works  Bill 
c.  3r.'  Aug.  7,  625. 
/.  IR.*  Aug.  10,  531. 

2R.*  com.*  Aug.  11,  799. 

3r.*  Aug.  12,  966. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1282. 

Militia 

Commissions    in   the    Regular    Army- 
Regulations  for  Mihtia  Ofticers. 
5     Mr.  A.  Lee ;  ^.  Mr.  Brodnck, 
Aug.  14, 1296 
Fusilier  Regiments-Head-drew  of. 

Prohibiting     practice     of     wearmg 
borrowed  busbies,  proposed. 
0,    Dr.    Thompson;    A.    Mr. 
Brodrick.  Aug.  12,  lOia 
Reason  for  not  providing  Regiments 
with  full  head-dress. 
6,    Dr.    Thompson;    A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  Aug.  11,  864. 

Grants— Increase  of  Grant  towards  Band 
Expenses,  proposed. 

U       Dr.    Thompson;       A.       Mr. 
Brodrick,  Aug.  11,  854. 
Training— Extension  of  Length   of,  pro- 

O     Dr.  Thompson ;  A.   Mr.  Brod* 
lick,  i4«^.  i«>,  668. 
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Minenra,"  H.M.8. 

*' Minerva'si"  Launch— Damage  done  to 
fishing-boat  by.    No   reply  made  to 


owner's  claim  for  compensation  alleflei 
Q.    Mr.  T.    L.  Corbett ;    A.  Mr. 
Amold-Foister,  A%ig.  IS,  1175. 

Mohill 

Black  River,  Drainage  of— ImpontioQ  o{ 
special  rate.  Grounds  for  Imposition. 
Q.    Mr.  TuUy ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug.  13,  1170. 

Molasses 

see  Revenue  Bill. 

Monaghan 

Increase  of  Rents  on  Estate  of  Mr.  S.  L 
Shirlev — Grounds  for  Action. 
Q.   kr.  O'Doherty ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Aug.  12,  1011. 

Monteagle  of  Brandon,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  6,  46,  51,  75, 79,  »' 
Aug.  7,  305,  342,  349  ;  Aug.  10,  5» 
625',  630,  631 ;  Aug.  11,  823. 

Moon,  Mr.  E.  R.  F  [St.  Pancras,  N.] 

Consular  Services  —  Regulation  of,  iff 
10,  712. 

Mooney,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  Co.,  S.] 

Consolidated   Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 

Aug.  11,  890. 
Dalkey  Revision  Court — Granting  eitob- 

lishment  of,  proposed,  Aug.  10, 678. 

Morgan  Combine^  ^  .     ,.,      .i 

see  Cunard  and  International  Mercanuie 
Marine  Companies. 

Morgan,  Mr.  D.  J.  [Essex,  Walthamstow] 
New  Russo-German  Commercial  Treaty- 


Trusts    and    Syndicates  requested, 
Aug.  11,  845. 
Port  of  London  Bill,  Aug.  12, 1114. 

Morley,  Earl  of— Chairman  ofOmimUta 
Beckenham  Urban  District  Coondl  Bill, 

Aug.  7,  266. 
Iiish  Land  BiU,  Aug.  6,  66,  67,  68 ;  Atif^ 

10,  615  ;  Aug.  11,  819. 
London  Traffic,  Royal  Commission  on-- 
Publication  of  Report  before  proeeed 
ings  have  to  be  taken  for  promoiirtif 
of  Bills  for  next  Session,  Aug.  6,  Ill- 
Patriotic  Fund  Bill,  Aug.  10,  54a 

Morton  Mr'  A.  H.  A.  [Deptford] 

Motor-Cars    Bill    (CoinmiUee},    Aitg.   I 
486 ;  Aug.  11,  926. 

Moss  Mr.  S.  [Denbigh,  £.] 

Edmed,  F.— Fraudulent  i)ractiees  (rf. 
Credit  obtained  by  wearing  of  Km> 
Uidform— Inquiry  into  caee,  ptopoeed, 
Aug.  11,  854. 
Experiments  on  Living  Animals  for  pw- 
of  Justice— Cases  of,  Aug.  i^. 


Motor-Cara  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7.  ^ 
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set  Sugar  Convention  BilL 

Motor-Cars 

Accidents— Nnmber     of     Accidents     to 

Vehicles,    and    Persons   Injured,    in 

1002.    Proceedings  of  Police  against 

Drivers. 

Q,    Mr.    BailoT ;     A,    Mr.    Akers 

Douglas,  Aug,  Ig,  998. 

Speed  Regulations — Issue  of  Instructions 

by  Home  Office  not  to  enforce  speed 

regulations  outside  town!>.      Laying 

copy  of  instructioos  on  Table,proposed. 

Q,    Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  Akers 

Douglas,  Aug.  1$,  1029. 

Considered  in  Committee  [H.C.],  Avg,  7, 
397  ;  Aug.  11,  907,  924. 

Accidents,  Compensation  for,  487, 
488,  489,  490,  491,  492,  493,  494, 
911,  912,  913,  914,  915,  916. 

Age  of  Licences,  486,  926,  927,  928, 
929. 

Appeals,  940. 

Bicycles  see  sub-heading  Small  Cars. 

Crown  Servants,  609,  610,  511. 

Driver,  Liability  of— 397, 398, 400,  412, 
461,  462,  908. 

Drunkenness  while  driving,  Penalty 
for— 480,  481,  482,  485. 

Duration,  519, 

Exemptions,  519. 

Foreigners,  Licences  for — 472. 

Identification,  Mode  of— 459,  460,  463. 
467,  468,  471,  924. 

Industry,  Encouragement  of  Motor- 
Car,  924 

Licences— Granting  of,  468,  469,  470, 
475,  476,  477,  907,  908. 

Licences — Suspension  of,  483, 484,  614, 
907,909. 

Lights  on  Cars,  495. 

Local  Authorities— Power  of,  496, 497, 
498,  506.  517,  909,  939. 

Owner  — Liability  of,  397,  398,  399, 
400,  460,  496.  497. 

Penalties,  398,  403,  406,  412,  413,  436, 
437,  439,  440,  441,  442,  444,  446, 
460,  461,  487,  490,  503,  504,  508, 
925,  938. 

Registration  Fees,  472,  473,  474. 

Signposts — Dangerous  spots    marked 

Small  Cars  and  Bicycles,  433,  4.35, 436, 
509,  931,  941. 

Speed  limit,  401,  403,  404,  413,  415, 
416,  417,  418,  419,  420,  421,  422, 
423,  424,  425,  426,  427,  428,  429, 
430,  498,  500,  501,  502,  932,  933, 
934,  935. 

Summons— Mode  of,  517,  518. 

Witnesses  for  Conviction,  442,  443, 
444,  445,  446,  453,  454,  934.  935, 
936,  937. 
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Motor-Oars— con^. 

Consideration  of  Amendments  [H.L.],  Aug. 
IS,  955. 
Age  Limit  for  granting  licences,  959. 

Identification— Method  of,  955. 

Penalties— Question  of,  958,  960. 

Police — Power  of,  957. 

Registration  Fees,  959. 

Speed  Limit  of  twenty  miles  an  hour, 
955,960. 
c.  3R.  Aug.  11th,  942. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1282. 

Mtdlingar,  Kails,  and  Drogheda  Railway 

/.  Royal  Assent,  iug.  11,  791. 

Muntz.    Sir     Philip     A.     [Warwickslure, 
Tamworth] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  422, 
423,  426. 

Murphy,  Mr.  John  [Kerry,  E.] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  14,  1333. 

Darley  Estate,  Killarney — Protection  by 
Police  on  occasion  of  Rent  Seizures 
on — Refusing  Police  Assistance  in 
future  proposed,  Aug.  6,  144. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill  {Com- 
mUiee),  Aug.  10,  780. 

Granard  Union,  Expulsion  of  Nuns  from— 
Deficiencies  in  method  of  keeping 
accounts  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,^Mflr6,  181,  184. 

Irish  Land  BUI,  Aug.  U,  1041,  1048,  1053, 
1079. 

Iri^h  Land  Bill,  Appointments  under — 
Method  of  testing  efficiency  of  candi- 
dates, Aug.  13,  1180. 

Irish  Land  Commission — Number  of 
Roman  Catholias,  Protestants,  etc., 
filling  other  than  Subordinate  posi- 
tions under  Commission,  Aug.  6,  141. 

Kerry  Congested  Distiicts — Calling  atten- 
tion of  Board  to  Districts  of  Coom, 
Glenflesk,  etc.,  proposed,  Aug,  IS, 
1023. 

Labourers  Act  (Ireland)  Object  of  Inquiry 
into  Working  of,  Introauction  of  Bill 
next  Session  relative  to,  Aug.  12, 
1023. 

Labourers'  Cottages  Grant,  1890— Un- 
issued Balances  of,  Recommendation 
for  Distribution  of,  not  carried  out. 
Reason  for  Omission,  Aug.  11,  862. 

Labourers'  Question  (Ireland) — Intentions 
as  to  taking  of  Evidence  on  Subject, 
Aug.  10,  679. 

Manual  Instructress,  Ireland — Non -ap- 
pointment of — Amount  returned  to 
Treasury  in  respect  of,  A  ug.  12,  1008. 

National  Education,  Ireland — Closing  of 
Book-Stores— Amount  saved  on  Ac- 
count of — Devotion  of  saving  to  Reduc- 
tion of  Prices  of  Books,  proposed, 
Aug.  IS,  1170. 
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Murphy,  Mr-  John—cow^ 
National  Schools,  Ireland. 

Heating  of— Improvement  of  arrange 

ments    during    coming    Winter, 

Aug.  12,  1008. 
School    Attendances    and  Grades   of 

Teachers  under  superseded  Rules, 

Aug.  IS,  1169. 
Teachers'    Pension    Fund— Result  of 

Last    Revision  —  Date    of    next 

Revision,  Aug.  13,  1168. 

Railway  Rates,  Ireland— Encouragement 
of  Agriculture,  Staff  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  Aug.  6,  161,  166,  167. 

Murray,  Bt  Hon.  A-  Graham— Xorrf  Advo- 
cate [Buteshire] 
Consolidateil  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 

A  fig.  11,  888. 
Dunblane  Police  CJourt — Inquiry  in  pro- 
gress   relative    to    eHtablishment    of, 
Aug.  13,1159. 
Lewis,  Island  of.  Social  Condition    of— 
Report  not  yet  received,  Aug.  10,  664. 

Licensing  Acts  (Scotland)  Consolidation 
and  Amendment  Bill,  Aug.  If,  1116. 

LoDghope,  Causeway  over  the  Ayre — Es- 
timated Cost  of.  Submission  of  Pfans 
to  Board,  Aug.  10,  665. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  457, 
513. 

Schools  in  Rural  Districts — Proposed  ex- 
tension of  powers  of  School  Boards 
relative  to,  Aug.  12,  998. 

Scottish  Board  of  Manufactures  Com- 
mittee, Publication  of  Report,  Aug. 
6,  116. 

Murray,  Mr.  C  J.  [Coventry] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (Committee),  Aug.  7,  433, 
470,  474,  477,  485, 500,  502, 518  ;  Aug. 
i/,  909. 

Museums  and  Qalleries 

London— Cost  of  Museums  and  Galleries 
in  vear  1902. 
Q.     Mr.     A.    Davies ;    A.      Mr. 
Ritchie,  Aug.  6,  115. 

Museums  and  Institutions 

Board  of  Education — Report  Presented, 
Aug.  11,  838 ;  Aug.  12,  953. 

Muskerry,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  11^  808. 

Nannetti,    Mr.    Joseph  [Dublin,    College 
Green] 

Dublin  Post  OflSce. 

Punishment  of  postmen  for  mis- 
delivery of  letters.  Annulling 
order  proposed,  Aug.  13,  \\%\. 

Unappointed  Postmen  performing 
Duty  in — Increasing  Number  of 
Appointments  propped,  Aug.  IS, 
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National  School  Teachers,  Lralind 

Increments,  Pajrment  <rf— Issue  of  revised 
Programme  for  Pupils,  Date  of. 
Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond;  A.   Mr. 
Atkinson,  Aug.  10, 679. 

Pension  Fund. 

Report  on  Value  of.   Preaented,  Aufj. 

14,  1287. 
Result  of  last  Revision,  Date  of  ne\t 
Revision. 

Q.      Mr.     Murphy;   A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  IS,  1168. 

Pensions— Number  of  years  Service  r^ 
quired  for   full  Pension,  Amount  of 
Pension,  etc 
Q.    Mr.  S.  Young;  ^.   Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  Aug.  11,  852, 

Natural  History  Maaenm 

Land  in  Rear  of— Purpose  for  which  nti- 
lised.  Preservation  of,  as  open  Spacf, 
proposed. 

Q.     Mr.  CoghUl ;  A.    Mr.  V.  Car- 
endish,  Aug.  10,  659. 

Naval  WorkB  Bill 

DebaU  on  2r.  [H.L.],  A  tig.  7,  364. 
Chatham,  Naval  Works  at,  366. 
Dockyards,  Improvements  in,  365. 
Electricity,  Installation  of,  365. 
Gunnery  and  Torpedo  Schools,  Equip^ 

ment  of,  365. 
Land    Purchase    for    Naval  Works, 

Method  of,  367,  372. 
Rosyth,  Naval  Base  at,  365,  371.  STi 
Scotland,  Naval   Base  in,  see  Roeytli 

(subheading) 
Sheernes',  Naval  Works  at,  366i 
I.  2b.  Aug.  7,  374 
Debate  on  3r.  Fh.l.],  Aug.  10,  632. 
Chatham,  Naval  Works  at,  634. 
Dockyards,  Improvement  in,  633, 63* 
Portland,  Establishment  at,  634, 6» 
Rosyth,  Naval  Base  at,  634,  637. 
Scotland  (Rosyth),  Naval  Base  in,*'' 
subheading  Kosyth. 

/.  3E.  Aug.  10,  639. 
*Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Nayigation 

Navigable  Inland  Waterways  in  AuiUu- 
Hungary,  elc  —  Reports  Presente-l. 
Aug.  6,  3. 

Navy 

First  Lord—m,.  Hon.  Earl  of  Selbome. 
Secretary-Mr.  H.  O.  Arnold  Forster. 
Civil  X<W— Capt.  E.  G.  Pietyman. 
Engineer   and    Executive    Officers- Pn> 
posed  Assimilation  of  rank  for  a^ 
of    en^ecr    officers    with    that  « 
executive  officers ;  Issue  of  R^P^^ 
Committee,  Laying   Copy  on  T»l* 
proposed. 

Q.    Mr.   Groves ;    A.    Mr.  Arnold 
Forster ;  Aug.  12,  lOia 
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Navy 

Saviugd  Banks— Deposits,  etc.,  Aooounts 
Presented,  Aug.  13,  1118. 

Navy  and  Army  Expenditure,  1901-2. 
Statement  of  Accounts,  Aug,  6,  231. 
Resolations  Reported,  Aug.  7,  621. 

Neath,  PontardawO)  and  Brynaman  Bail- 
way  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Netherlands  Railway 

see  South  African  Loan  and  War  Contribu- 
tion Hill. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne     Electric    Supply 

Bill 
•     I.  Royal  Absent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

New  Peers  Introduced 

Biddulph,  BajroD,Avg.  6,  1. 
Burnham,  Baroo,  Aug.  6',  1. 
Estcourt,  Baron,  Aug.  6,  1. 

Newton,  Lord 

British  Consul-General  in  Crete  —  Ap- 
proaching vacancy  of  post,  Proposed 
appointment  of  officer  unconnected 
with  Consular  Service,  Gronndu  for 
Appointment,  etc.,  Aug.  7,  381. 

New  Writs— Parliamentary  Bye-Elections 

Argyll,  County  of,  Aug.  10,  689. 

Nigeria 

Northern  Nigeria  Force  — -  Nuinl>er  of 
Medical  and  Veterinary  Officers  with 
Force,  Number  of  Casualties. 

Q.     Mr.  W.  Churchill ;  A.    Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  10,  669. 

Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P.  [Galway,  N.] 

Ireland,  Pauper  nurhing  in — Nuns  in  w  trk- 
houses — Regulations  of  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  Aug.  6,  178. 

Ordnance  Factories— Rate  of  Pay  in,  Aug* 
10,  740. 

Nolan,  Mr-  Joseph  [Louth,  S.] 

Cons  didated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  14.  1335. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  IS,  1045,  1046. 

Massareen  Estate,  County  Louth— Inquiry 
as  to  position  of  Affairs,  Employment 
of  police  in  cirrying  out  Evictions  on, 
Aug.  14,  1296. 

Norman,  lir.  Henry  [Wolverhampton,  S.] 
Motor-Cars  Bill  [Committee),  Aug.  7,  451, 
458,  462. 

Northbrook,  Earl  of 

War  Office  Traction  Engines^  Issue  of 
Speed  Regulations  to  Drivers  of, 
Complaints  from  Aldershot  of  driving 
at  Excessive  Speed,  Motion  for  Order 
with  regard  to,  Aug.  IS,  1131. 
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North-Eastem  Railway  Bill 

c.  Lards  Anvendts.  con.*  Aug.  7,  386. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4, 1283. 

North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply 

c.  Rep.*  3r.*  Aug.  12,  993. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1283. 

North  Sea  Fisheries 

On.  Mr.  Weir,  Aug.  10,  710. 

Northumberland,  Duke  of 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  {Committee), 
Aug.  10,  651. 

Sheep  Scab  BUI,  Aug.  12,  976,  984,  985, 

North -Western  Electricity  and  Power- 
OasBill 

/.  Zr.*  Aug.  10,66i. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1283. 

Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  Tram- 
ways Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Nyassaland 
Afiairs  in. 

Os.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  Aug.  10,  705;  Mr. 
S.  Buxton,  708;  ^l^.  A.  J.  Balfou*, 
717. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  J.  F-  X.  [Cork] 

Cork  Mail  Delays — Inconvenience  caused 
by,  Steps  to  remedy  present  Incon- 
venience, Aug.  12,  1027. 

Cork  Rating  Difficulty — Directing  Com- 
missioners of  Valuations  to  provide 
Remedy  or  Introduction  of  Legisla- 
tion, proposed,  Aug.  12, 1021. 

Irish  Telephone  Service,  Ireland— In- 
adequacy of,  Improvement  proposed, 
Aug.  13,  1182. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  K.  [Tipperary,  Mid.] 

BLshopswood,  Concentration  of  Police 
Force  at— Grounds  for  Assembly, 
Bearer  of  Cost,  Aug.  6,  143. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  Patrick  [KUkenny] 

Armjr  Desertion— Illegal  Arrest  for  Deser- 
tion 

Case  of  Henry  Potter,  Censure  passed  on 
War  Office,  Explanation  of  Occurrence, 
Aug.  11,  856. 

House  of  Commons— Fitting  Reading 
Room,  Tea  Rooms,  etc.,  with  An- 
nunciators during  recess,  proposed, 
Aug.  6,  141. 

Dublin  Loans— Applications  for  Loans  for 
Schemes  under  Small  Dwelling 
Acquisition  Act,  Cause  of  Delay  m 
Sanctioning  Loans,  Aug.  10,  683. 

Killaghtie,  Donegal— Delay  in  Appoint- 
ment of  Loctu  Magistrate,  Cause  of, 
Aug.  11,  860. 
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O'Bnen,  Mr.  Patrick~<^nt 

Kilinainham  Prison,  Inadeqaacv  of  Accom- 
modation for  Prisoners  Visitors, 
Provision  of  more  suitable  Accom- 
modation proposed,  A  tig  6,  142. 

National  Education  Otfice,  Ireland— Re- 
employment of  officers  of  abolished 
Book  Department.  Unequal  treat- 
ment alleged,  Aug.  6,  142. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Officers,  Ireland— In- 
clusion within  scope  of  Vice  regal 
Commission  of  Question  of  Officers* 
(frievances  with  regards  to  holidays, 
etc.,  proposed,  Aug.  6",  146.    . 

St.  John's  Ppint— Delay  in  Division  of 
Land  Purchased  tor  Holdings  for 
Fishermen,  Cause  of,  Expetliting  work 
proposed,  Aug.  11  ^  860. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Tipperary,  N.] 

Agriculture  Department,  Ireland— Ap- 
pointments under,  Aug,  6,  168. 

Arms  and  Ammunition  Licences,  Ireland — 
Considerations  determining  the  grant- 
ing of  Licences,  apparent  inconsisten- 
cies. Granting  Licence  to  J.  Harkness, 
of  Nenagh,  proposed,  Aug.  5,  148. 

Arrests  for  Drunkenness,  Ireland — Action 
of  Police  on  Insufficient  Grounds, 
Inquiry  proposed,  Aug.  10,  681. 

Borrisoleigh  Petty  Sessions  —  Meagher's 
Case,  Liability  of  Meagher  to  re- 
prosecution, A  ug.  IS,  1026. 

Atms  and  Ammunition,  Ireland,  Licence 

to  sell,  Aug.  6,  188. 
Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation  Bill) 

Aug.  14,  1337. 

O'Connor,  Mr-  James  [Wicklow,  W.] 

Agricultural  Department,  Ireland— Clerks, 
Equal  Treatment  of,  propose-),  Aug 
6r,  116. 

Bristol  Post  Office-^Sorting  Clerk  and 
Telegraphist  promoted  over  heads  of 
Senior  Colleagues— Grounds  for  Pro- 
motion, Aug.  ISy  1004. 

Cheltenham  Post  Office— No  Appoint- 
ments to  be  given  to  Assistant  Poet- 
men  in  postmen  service — Authority 
for  Statement,  Aug.  12,  1004. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill  {Com- 
mittee),  Aug.  10,  776,  778. 

Glasgow  Post  Office. 

Half-time  Learners — Putting  Half- 
time  Learners  on  Full-time  Duties 
proposed,  Au.g  6,  117. 

Overtime  in— Cause  Of  Excessive  over- 
time. Lateness  in  preparation  of 
Schedule  for  revision  of  Indoor 
Steiff,Aug6,  117. 

Sorting  Clerks  and  Telegraphists — 
Number  not  in  Receipt  of^  Stand- 
ard Wages,  Payment  of  Full  Rate 
proposed,  Aug.  6,  118. 

Ph(enix  Park,  Dublin— Undesirable  pro- 
ceedings of  Hawkers  in,  urging  Board 
of  Works  to  take  Action  proposed, 
Aug.  6,  145. 

Post  Offi 5e  Wiges  Committee— Names  of 
Members,  Aug-  If.  1004. 
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O'Connor*  T*  P-  [Liverpool,  Scotland]. 

Consolidated  Fond  (Appropriation)  Bill, 

Aug.  14,  1312. 
Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug,  12,  1058,  1059. 

O'Doherty,  Mr.  [Donegal,  N.] 

Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction 
(Ireland)  Act.— Working  of  Section 
17,  (a),  Appointment  of  Official  for 
Administration  of  Section,  Aug.  14, 
1294. 
Bnncrana 

Pier— Construction  of  Ne«r  Pier  pro- 
posed, Aug.  14,  1*^96. 

Sewage  Scheme — Rejection  of  District 
Council's  Plans  by  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  Refunding  Council 
for  expenses  of  scheme,  proposed, 
Aug.  IS,  1172. 

Channel  Squadron,  Programme  of  Aatnmn 
Cruise.  Inclusion  of  visit  to  Longh 
Foyle  in,  Aug.  I4,  1290. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  It,  1045,  1053. 

Lough  Fovle,  Erection  of  Buoy  on  Tuns 
Bank— Cause  of  Delay,  Aug,  14, 1290. 

Lough  Swilly  Railway  Company — Hepav 
monts  by  Company  to  Donegal 
County  Comicil  of  Interest  on 
Buncrana  and  Cardonagh  Railwtj 
guaranteed  Shares,  Aug  13,  1162. 

Monaghan,  County — Increase  of  Rents  of 
Estate  of  Mr.  S.  E.  Shirley— Grounds 
for  Action,  Aug.  12,  1011. 

Portevelin  Harbour  Works — Recommen- 
dation of  Congested  Districts  Board. 
Result  of  Communications  between 
War  Department  and  Board  relative 
to,  Aug.  12,  1008. 

Rashenny  Station  —  Erection  of  Good? 
Station  at^  proposed,  Aug.  I4,  1294. 

Tramways  (Ireland)  Act — Appointment  of 
Vice-regal  Commission  of  Inquiry  int** 
Working  of,  proposed,  Aug.  IS,  1009. 

Ulster  Winter  Assizes— Holding  Assise 
in  Londonderry,  proposed,  A  tig.  if, 
999. 

0*Kelly>  Mr.  J.  [Roscommon,  N.] 

Boyle  Rate  Collector — Loss  involved  by 
Payment  of  Uncollectable  Kates  by. 
Introduction  of  Legislation  to  provide 
for  Refunding  of  Money  to  Collector, 
proposed,  Aug.  IS,  1169. 

Onslow,  Earl  of  [PresidtrU  of  the  Board  c/ 

Agriculture] 

Fertilizers  and  Feeding  Stufis  Bill,  Aug. 
7,363. 

Sheep  Scab  Bill,  Aug.  12,  982,  986,  988, 

South  African  Loan  and  War  Contribn- 
tion  Bill,  Aug.  12,  964. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  10,  570. 
Open  Spaces 

Land  in  rear  of  Natural  History  Museum. 
South  Kensington — Preservation  erf, 
as  open  space,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  CoghUl ;  A.   Mr.  V.   Caven- 
dish, Aug,  10,  Q59, 
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Orange  River  Colony 

see  South  African  Loan  and  War  Contri- 
bution Bill. 

Oranmore  and  Broivne,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Comtnittee),  Aug  6,  16,  46, 
47;  Aug,  7,  313,  325,326;  Aug.  10, 
623. 

O'Shanglmessy,  Mr.  [Limerick,  W.] 

Kilmeen  Tragedy  — Plea  for  reconsidera- 
tion of  the,  Aug.  6,  189,  190. 

O'Sulliyan,  Mr.  J.A. 

Prosecution  for  obtaining  Money   under 
False  Pretences,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    P.    Farrell  ;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Aug.  12,  1020. 

Pacific  Oable 

Loss  OD  Working  of,  in  year  1902-3. 
Q.    Captain    Ulive;    A,    Mr.   Ritchie, 
Aug.  14,  1293. 

Money  issued  from  Consolidated  Fund, 
under  Provision  of  Act  of  1901.  Ac- 
count Presented,  Au^,  12,  954,  995. 

Total  net  Expenditure  on— Proportion  due 
from  Colonies,  Date  of  Payment. 
q.    Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  ;  A.    Mr. 
Ritchie,  Aug.  6,  136. 

Pall  Mall 

Extension  of^- Removal  of  Statue  of  King 
Charles  I. 
Q.     Lord   Balcarres;   A.     Mr.   V. 
Cavendish,  Aug.  13,  1162. 

Panna,  Maharajah  of 

Suspension     of  —  Action    of    Governor- 
General  with  regard  to. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir ;  A.    Loid  G.  HamU- 
ton,  Aug.  IS,  1167. 

Paper 

Value  of  Imports— Treatment  of  Imports 
under  new  Fiscal  Policy. 

Q.     Sir    J.     Long;    A.      Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  6, 125. 

Paris 

"Tube"    Accident,    Inquiry    of    French 
Authorities  into— Representation  of 
Board  of  Trade  at,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  C.  Richards ;  A.    Mr. 
G.  Ralfour,  Aug.  IS,  10U2. 

Padu  and  Pleasure  Gardens 

Chairs  —  Payments    of     Licence-holders, 

Names  of  Licencees,  Date  of  Issue  of 

Licence,  Decrease  in  Number  of  Free 

Seats. 

Q.      Mr.     Cremer;     A.     Mr.    V. 

Cavendish,  Aug.  6,  140. 

Parliament 

House   of    Commons  —  Fitting  Reading- 
room,  Tea-room,  etc.,  with  Annuncia- 
tors during  Recess,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.  P.  O'Bnen ,  A.    Mr.   V. 
Cavendish,  Aug.  6',  Ml. 
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Parliament— con/. 

House  of  Lords — Sat  first  in  Parliament, 


Townshend,  Marquess,  Aug.  11,  792. 

Houses  of  Parliament — Prorogation,  King's 
Speech,  Aug.  14^  1283. 

Parliamentary  Papers 

Session  of  1903— Presented,  Aug.  14,  1288. 

Patent  Office  Extension  Bill 

L  Com.*  Aug  i^,  954. 
Rep.*  Aug.  19,  989. 
Zvi.*  Aug.  IS,  1120. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  7^,  1282. 

Patriotic  Fund  Bill 
c.  3r.  Aug.  6,  263. 
I.  2r.  Aug.  10,  641. 

Debate  on  2b.  [h.l.],  Aug.  10,  539. 
Administration  of  Fund,  539,  540. 

Counties     and     County     Boroughs, 
Representation  of— 539,  540. 

Lords-Lieutenant,  Part  taken  in  ad' 
ministration  by — 540. 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Soldiers  and 
Sailors,  Relief  given  to— 540,  541. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Pawnbrokers 

Ireland.— Returns    for     1902    Presenteil, 
Aug.  11,  795,  839. 

Pease,  Mr.  Pike  [Darlington]. 

Early    Statutes  of    Ireland— Progress    of 

Printing — Form  of  publication,   Aug. 
12,  1006. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Povimittee),  Aug.  7,  470. 
Pease,  lir.  J.  A.  [Essex,  Saffron  Walden] 

Motor-Cars    Bill    (CWiwiWec),    Aug.    11, 
928,  939. 

Penal  Servitude 

Conditional    Licence   Granted,  Aug.   10, 
530,656. 

Penal  Servitude  Bill 
c.  IR.*  Aug.  10,  689. 

Pennybnm 

Station— Grant   made   to  Lough    Swilly 
Railway  Company    for    Erection    of 
Station,  alleged. 
q.  Mr.  McFadden  ;  A.  Mr.  Elliot, 
Aug  13,  1157. 

PentiUie  Estate  Bill 

/.  Royal  Ahsent,  Aug.  11,  79 L 

Percy,  Earl 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  IS, 
1218. 

Perth  Corporation  (Tramways)  Order  Oon- 
firmation  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Phoenix  Park 

See    Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation) 
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Pierpoint,  Mr.  [Warrington]  | 

Cyprus,  Condiiioo  of  Affaire  in— Connection 
with  Turkey,  Aug.  10^  720. 

^er  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No. 

2)  Bill 

•     L  Koyal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  ( S.o 

3)  BiU 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Pier    and    Harbour   Provisional   Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789.  | 

Pier   and   Harbour   Provisional   Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill 

I,  Royal  Absent,  Aug.  11,  789.  ! 

Piers  and  Harbours  I 

Ballaghaline  Fishery    Pier  —  Promise   o   | 
Assistance    of    Lord    Lieutenant   in  , 
Connection    with    Erection    of    Pier, 
Fulfilment  of  Promise. 
Q,     Mr.    W.    Redmond  ;    A,    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  6,  147. 

Bundorrhagha   Pier,    £xten«*ion  of,    pro- 
posed. 
Q,   Dr.  Ambrose ;   A,    Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Aug,  10,  678. 

Cooscrum,  County  Kerry— Improvement 
of  Landing  Stage  at. 

Q.  Mr.  Poland  ;   A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug.  6,  121. 

Glen,  County  Kerry — Extension  of  Boat 
Slip  at,  Cause  of  Delay  in  proceeding 
with  Work. 

t>.  Mr.  Boland  ;    A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Aug.  6, 121. 

Harbour  Authorities-Return  Presented, 
Aug.  10,  656. 

Ireland. 

Buncrana—Consf  ruction  of  New  Pier, 
proposed. 

Q,    Mr.    O'Doherty  ;   ^1.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  A^ig.  I4,  1296. 

DonaKhad«;e  Harbour— Delay  in  Com- 
pletion of,  Expediting  Work,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  L.  Corbett ;  A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  6,  141. 

Portevelia,  Harbour  Works  at — 
liecommendation  of  Congested 
Districts  Board,  Result  of  Com- 
munications between  War  De- 
partment and  Board  relative  to, 
Aug  12,  1008. 

White  Port,  Loughross  Point,  Donegal 
—Danger  caused  by  absence  of 
Pier.  Completion  of  Pier  pro- 
posed. 

C.     Mr.    MacNeill;      A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug,  6,  114. 
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I  Pirie,  Mr.  D.  V.  [Aberdeen,  N.] 


Consolidated    Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  881. 

PistolBBiU 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Poaching  in  Ireland 
Motion  for  Return. 
08.    Lord  Ardilaun,  Aug.  10,  634,  538, 
639  ;    LK»rd  Massy,  537  ;    Marquees 
of  Lausdowne,  538 ;  Lord  Ashbourne, 
539. 

Poole  and  District  Electric  Traction  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Poor  Law 

Ireland  —  Officers'  grievances,  Appoint- 
ment of  Royal  Commission  of  Liqniry 
or  Enlar^ment  of  Scope  of  Vice-regal 
Commission,  raroposed. 

Q.       Dr.     Thompson;       A.      Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  IS,  1011. 
Poor    Relief    Actr— Amendment    of,    pro- 
posed. ^^ 
Q.    Lord  E.  Talbot;    A.    Mr.  W. 
I                           Long,  Aug.  11,  860. 

'  Poor  Law  Dissolution  of  School  Districts 
and  Adjustments  Bill 
/.  Rep.*  Aug.  6,  111. 
3R.*  Aug.  7,  385. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  lU  789. 

Poor  Law  Schools  and  Institutions 

Chatham  Schools— Infliction  of  Corjior*! 
Punishment  on  Girl  in.  Contrary  to 
Regulations.    Action  of  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 
Q.    Sir  J.  Gorst ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Aug.  12,  1001. 

Hanwell  Schools — Authorised  Number  of 
Children,  Number  maintained  during 
August,  1903. 
Q.    Mr.   H.   Samuel;    A.  Mr.  W. 
Long,  Aug.  12,  1020. 

Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  Bill 

c.  3R.  Aug.  11,  947. 
/.   \^.*  Aug.  i^,  954. 

2R.*  Aug.  i^,  1119. 

3r.*  Aug.  IS,  1119. 
c.  Lords  AmendU.  con.*  Avg.  IS,  1280< 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1282. 

Porthcawl 

Rifle  Range  —  Exueuditure  of  LTrbea 
District  Council  npen  Drainage  OuV 
let,  necessitated  by  proposed  Kutab- 
lishment  of  Rifle  Range,  Retanding 
Amount  to  Council,  j  roposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Fuller;    A.   Mr.  Brodrick. 
Aug.  11,  852. 

Port  of  London  Bill 

Carrying  over  cf  Bill  till  next  Session. 

Q.   Sir  A.  RoUit  ;     A.    Mr,   A.  J. 
Balfour,  J  }<^.  10,  686. 

Step  not  to  be  Utade  into  a  precedenu 

Q.    Mr.  J.    Lowther;     A.  Mr. 

A.  J.  Balfour,  Aug.  i^,  1033. 
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Port  of  London  Bid— cont. 

Sa^pension  of  Proceedings — Motion  for,-^ 
Aug.  Ig,  nil. 
Os.  Mr.   Sydney  Buxton,  Aug.  12, 

1111,  1114;  Mr.  A.  J,   Balfour, 

1112,  1114;  Sir  J.  Dimsdale, 
1113;  Mr.  Kea,  Mr.  David 
Morgan,  1114. 

Postal  Orders 

Business  in  England  and  Ireland— Amounts 
of   Issues  and  Payments,  cost  of  up- 
keep of  postal  order  branches  in  two 
countries. 
Q.     Mr.    Field;    A.     Mr.    Austen 
Chamberla'u,  A  ug.  11,  842. 

Irish  Postal  Order  Department — Majority 
of  Work    done    at    London    Branch, 
Reason  for  Arrangement. 
Q.     Mr.     Field  ;    A.     Mr.    Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  7,  392. 

Post  Office 

Delays  between  London  and  Edinburgh, 
cause  of. 
Q.    Mr.   D.    A.   Thomas;    A.    Mr. 
Austen   Chamberlain,  Atig  13, 
1162. 

Employees  —  Second  Division  Clerks, 
Number  recorded  in  Order  in  Council 
of  1800,  as  being  transferred  to  Second 
Division,  who  have  not  been  so 
transferred,  inquiry  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Kimber;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  IS,  1160. 

Letters— Miscarriage  of  Letter  containing 
Postal  Order,  Eflforts  made  for  Re- 
<tovery  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Sloan ;    A.    Mr.    Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  10,  660. 

Wages  Committee — Names  of  Members. 
Q.     Mr.    J.    O'Connor;      A.    Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Aug.  12, 
1004. 

Wireless  Telegraphy— Trial  of  Systems  of 
Wireless  Telegraphy  previous  to  Con- 
clusion of    Agreement  with  Marconi 


Q,  Mr.  Harmsworth;  A.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Aug  11, 
845. 

Post  Office  Sites  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  Com.*  Aug.  6,  4. 

Re^.*  Aug.  7,  381. 

3R.  Aug.  10,  639. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Potter,  Henry 

Illegal  arrest  fordesertion — Censure  passed 
on  War  Office,  Explanation  of  Occur- 
renc& 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Aug.  11, 856. 

Pottery  Trade 

Woman   Inspector — Steps    to   carry   out 
Promise  with  regard  to  Appointment 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Aug.  12,  997. 
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Powell,  Sir  F.  S.  [Wigan] 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museura-^Plans  for 
Exhibition  of  Art  Collections,  Decision 
with  regard  to,  Aug.  11,  851. 

Preferential  and  Retaliatory  Duties 
Motion  for  Return— 
08.   Lord    Welby,  Aug.   12,   991,    992. 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  992. 

Preston,  Ghorley,  and  Horwich  Tramways 
Bm 

c.  ^)Si.*  Aug.  7,  386. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  A^ig.  H,  1283. 

Pretsrman,   Captain  —Lord  of  the  A  dmiralty 
[Suffolk,  Woodbridge] 

Walmer  Marine  Barracks— Disposal  of 
Sewage  from,  Position  l)etween  Ad- 
miralty and  Deal  Council  relative  to. 
Aug.  11,  840. 

Price,  Mr.  R  J.  [Norfolk,  E.] 

St.  Faith's,  Norfolk— Agricultural  Rating 
Act.  Effect  on  rates  levied  on  other 
than  agricultural  ratepayers,  Reliev- 
ing Ratepayers  of  Additional  Burden. 
Aug.  6,  138. 

Priestley,  Mr.  [Grantham] 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  6,  256. 

Prisons 

Hollo  way  Prison— Arrangements  for  dis- 
continuing the  Carrying  out  of  Death 
Sentences  at. 
Q.     Mr.   Lough;     A.     Mr.    Akers 
Douglas,  Aug.  10,  674. 

Ireland. 

Kilmainham    Prison— Inadequacy    of 

Accommodation     for     Prisoners' 

Visitors  —  Provision     of     more 

suitable  Accommodation  proposed, 

Qs.     Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  As.   Mr. 

Wyndham,  Aug.  6, 142. 

Maryborough  —  Discharged  Invalid 
Convicts,  Deportation  of,  to 
Mountmelliok  Workhouse, 
Grounds  for  Action. 

Q.      Mr.     Delany;     A.      Mr. 
Atkinson,  Aug.  10,  677. 
Report  of  General  Prisons  Board  for 
1902-3,  Presented,  Aug.  G,  3. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act 
Return  Presented,  Attg.  13, 1154. 

Protection 

^ee  Sugar  Convention  Bill. 

Public  Accounts 

Ireland— Cost  of  Auditing  Public  Accounts. 
Q.    Mr.    Field;     A.    Mr.    A.    Elliot, 
Aug.  11,  855. 

Public  Accounts  Committee 

Report  of. 

&.    Sir.  C.  Dilke,  Au^,  10,  732;  Mr. 
Brodrick,  734. 
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Public  Buildings  ExpenseB  Bill 

c.     2r.     Aug.  7,  525. 
3R.     Atig,  11,  943. 

Considered  m  CoTnmiUee  [H.C.],  Aug.  10, 
772. 

CooBols,  Investment  in — 773,  774. 

Public  Accounts  Committee,  Report 
of— 773,  774. 

Science  and  Art  Buildinfln,  Cost  of— 
774. 

TuBasury  Bills,   Investment  in— 773, 

774. 

Wai-  Office  Buildings,  Cost  of— 774. 
/.  IR.*  Aug.  U,  964. 

2r.*  Aug.  13,  1119. 

3R,*  Aug,  IS,  1119. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1282. 

Public  Offices  (Dablin)  Bill 

L  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  11,  789. 

Public  Worksi  Ireland 

Commissioners  Annual  Report  pre8ented, 
Aug,  11,  794,  839. 

Public  Works  Loans  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Aug.  10,  631. 

c.  3R.  Aug.  7,  621. 

I.  2r.»  Com.*  Aug.  11,  799. 

3R.*  Aug.  12,  966. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1282. 

Puigab 

Gaols,  Juvenile  Prisoners  in,  Number^ 
of— Extension  of  Reformatory  System 
in  India. 

Q,    Mr.   H.  Roberts ;  A.   Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Aug.  6,  132. 

Queen  Victoria  Memorial 

Model  of  proposed  Memorial,  exhibition 
of. 

Q.  Lord  Balcarres ;  A.  Mr.  V.  Cavendish, 
Aug.  7,  391. 

Queenstown 

Dockyard  —  Order  in  Council  making 
Rules  and  Regulations  Presented, 
Aug.  IS,  1118,  1164. 

Bailways 

Accidents. 

Paris  **Tube"  Accident,  Inquiry  of 
French  Authorities  into—  Rep- 
resentation of  Board  of  Trade  at, 
proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  C.  Richards;  A. 
Mr.  J.  Balfour,  Aug.  if, 
1002. 

Report  Presented,  Aug.  6,  3,  113. 

Returns  Presented,  Aug.  11,  793,  837. 

Agricultural    Produce — Delays    of    Irish 
Produce,  Action  of  Board  of  Trade 
with  regard  to  complaints. 
Q.  Mr.  Joyce ;  -4.  Mr.  G.  Balfour. 
Aug.  12,  1029. 
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Ireland— Rates   and   Chai|^  Agricult- 
ural Produce.    Arrangm^  Lo(^  Con. 
f  erenoee  in  respect  of  Railway  Rates, 
proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Lonsdale ;  A.    Mr  Atkin 
son,  Aug.  10, 682. 

Light  Railways— Orders  Presented,  Am. 
IS,  1118,  1152,  1153. 

Rates  and  Charges— Rates  pidd  by  Rail- 
way Companies  to  Local  Anthorities. 
Q,    Sir  J.  Colomh ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four, Aug,  7,  392. 

Workmen's   Trains  —  Return  Preiented, 
Aug,  IS,  1153. 

Railways  (Electrical  Powers)  Bill. 

CotisidercUion  in  Committee  [H.c.1  Avg.  6, 
261. 

Independent  Powers  of  Railway  Com- 
panies, 261,  262. 

Printed  Copies  of  Bill,  Circulation  of, 

261. 
Third  Reading,  Bill  seen  before,  M 

c.  Sr,*  Aug.  7,  621 
/.  IR.*  Aug.  10,  530. 

2R,*    Com.*  Aug.  11,19^. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug,  U,  1282. 

Railway  Servants 
Hours  of  I^abour. 

Board  of  Trade,  Report  of  ProceediDgs 
Presented,  Aug,  11,  795, 838. 

Return  showing  number  of  dmj 
working  over  twelve  hoaii  ww 
resuming  duty  after  less  than 
nine  hours*  interval,  PreieDted, 
Aug,  11,  793,  837. 

Bandies,  Mr.  John  S.  [Cumberland,  Ck)cker 

mouth.] 

MotorCars  Bill  {Cammitlee),  Atig.  7,408. 

Tram    Rails   in    United    Kingdom-Pro 

portion  of  British  and  Foreign  Mun 

facture,  Aug,  6,  137. 

Rasch,  Major  Sir  Fred  C  [Essex,  Chelmsfonl] 
Brewers'  Licences — Intentions  of  Gowm- 
ment  relative  to,  Aug,  6, 150. 

Underwood  and  Son— Tenders  made  bj 
Firm  through  other  Firms  subsequent 
to  Remov3  from  War  Office  List, 
alleged,  Aug.  10,  673. 

Bashenny 

Erection  of  GoodsShed  atStation,prop()iri^ 
Q,  Mr.  O'Doherty;  A,  Mr.  WyndhnD. 
Aug.  14,  1294. 

Bate  on  Qovemment  Property 

Os.  Sir  A.  RoDit,  AiUf.  6, 194. 198  ;JbJ- 
H.  Lewis,  196 ;  Mr.  Caldwell,  197, 901, 
204 ;  Mr.  Elliot,  199,  200,  201,  ^ 
203 ;  Mr.  Crooks,  200,  201,  202;  Mr 
Whitley,  203. 
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Bathmore,  Lord 

Imh  LaDd  Bill  (CoinnUttee),  A  tig,  6,  104. 

Battigan,  Sir  William  [Lanark,  N.E.] 

East  India  Revenue  Accounto,  Aug,  IS, 
1266. 

B6a»  Mr.  Russell  [Gloucester] 

Canard  and  International  Mercantile 
Marine  Companies,  Aug.  12,  1096. 

Port  of  London  Bill,  Aug.  Ig,  1114. 

Records 

Ireland— Pnblio  Records,  Annual  Report 
Presented,  Aug.  6,  3,  113. 

Redmond,  Mr.  John  E*  [Waterford] 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  12,  1043, 1051,  1063. 

Redmond,  Mr.  William  [Clare,  E.] 

Alien  Immigration— Commission  of  In- 
quiry Rei)ort,  Communication  of,  to 
Press  previous  to  circulation  to  Mem- 
bers— Investigation    proposed,    Aug. 

12y      1017. 

Ireland. 

Ballayhaline  Fishery  Pier— Promise  of 

assistance  of  Lord  Lieutenant  in 

connection  with  erection  of  Pier. 

Fulfilment  of  promise,    Aug.  6, 

147. 
Disqualification  under  Crimes  Act  in — 

Aug  6,  186,  187,  188. 

National  Teachers  —  Payment  of 
Increments,  issue  of  Revised  Pro- 
gramme for  Pupils,  date  of,  Aug. 
10,  679. 

Tobacco-culture  in,  Aug.  6,  167. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  It,  1044,  1078. 

Longford,  Mr. — ^Retirement  of.  Re- 
instatement in  Consular  Service, 
Aug.  10,  662. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  (CommUtee),  Aug.  7,  418, 
436,  440,  442,  467,  491,  493,  600,  610, 
611,  621  ;  Aug.  11,  908,  911,  936,  941. 

Relief  of  Distress  in  1844 

Balance  of  Money  Collected — Name    in 
which  invested    in  Consols — Inquiry 
into  decrease  of  Amount  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.   D.   A.   Thomas;   A.  Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  Aug.  13,  1168. 

Remainder  Man 

See  Irish  Land  Bill. 

Remnant,  Mr.  James  [Finsbury,  Holbom] 

Motor  Cars  Bill  (Comnu/^),  ilti^.  7,  420, 
476. 

Renshaw,  Sir  Oharles  [Renfrew,  W.] 

Higlilands  of  Scotland,  Condition  of— 
Congested  Districts  Board,  Av^.  10, 
763. 

Imports  and  Exports — ^Value  of,  in  1873, 
1883— Figures  for  years  1893  and 
1902  on  same  basis  of  Calculation, 
proposed,  Aug.  10,  676. 
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Benshaw,  Sir  Oharles— c(m<. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {CommUtee),  Aug.  7,  410, 

419,  477,  494,  498. 
RaUways  (Electrical  Power)    Bill   {Comr 

mittee),  Aug.  6,  261. 

Renwick,  Mr.  Oeorge  [Newcastle-on-Tyne] 
Metor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  461. 

Betnming  Officers'  Expenses  Bill 
c.  IR.*  Aug.  6, 163. 

Revenue  Bill 

Dehaie  on  2R.  [h.c],  Aug.  10,  786. 

Brussels  Convention,  Terms  of,  786. 
Molasses,  Duty  on,  786,  787. 
c  2R.  Aug.  10,  787. 

Considered  in  Committee  [H.C.],  Aug.  11, 
944. 
German  Exports  of  Spirits,  944. 
National  Debt,  Regulations  concern- 
ing, 946. 
Savings  Banks,  Regulations  concern- 
ing, 946. 
Spirits,  Tax  on,  944,  946. 

c.  con.*  3R.*  Aug.  12,  1116. 
/.  IB.*  Aug.  IS,  1119. 

2r.*  Aug.  IS,  1119. 

3R.'  Aug.  IS,  1119. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  H,  1282. 

Rhosneigr 

Postal  Facilities  at— Providing  later  even- 
ing despatch,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Griffith ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  11,  846. 

Richards,  Mr.  H.  C  [Finsbury,  E.] 

Paris  •*  Tube  "  Accident  —  Inquiry  of 
French  Authorities  into— Representa- 
tion of  Board  of  Trade  at,  proposed, 
Aug.  12,  1002. 

Metropolitan  Parliamentary  and  Munici- 
pal Borouffhs,  Assimilation  of  Bound- 
aries of— Introduction  of  Legislation 
next  session,  proposed,  Aug.  12, 1000. 

Rickett>  Mr.  Oompton  [Scarborough] 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Au^.   IS, 

1274. 
Volunteer  Manceuvres- Interference  with 

Traffic  on  Public  Roads,  alleged,  Aug. 

6,  124. 

Ridley,  Mr.  Forde  [Bethnal  Green,  S.W.] 
Alien     Immigration  —  Recommendations 
of  Report,  Introduction  of  Legislation 
for   carrying    out    Recommendations 
next  session,  Aug,  13,  1176. 

Ripon,  Marquees  of 

Employment  of  Children  Bill,  Aug.  11,  828. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  6,  63 ; 
Aug.  7,  268,  276,  296,  361 ;  Aug.  11, 
817,  819. 

War  Office  Traction  En^es— Speed  Reg- 
ulations, desirability  of  War  Office 
Conforming  to  Regulations,  Aug.  IS, 
1134, 
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Ritchie,  Bt.  Hon.  C  T.  —Chancelhr  of  the 
Exchequer  [Cioydon] 


Cocoa  Butter— First  Impoeition  and  Yield 
of  Duty  on,  Atug,  10,  658. 

Colonial  Loans— Amonnt  advanced  under 
Colonial  Loaiit«  Act,  Hate  of  interest. 
Aug.  12,  1016. 

Corn,  Rebate  on  Stocks— Progress  of  Pay- 
ment of,  Aug  13,  1165. 

Exchequer  Bonds,  Issue  and  payment  of— 
Statistics  as  Published  in  Prospectus, 
Explanation,  Aug.  IS,  1165. 

Income  Tax — Money  Lenders,  Powers  of 
Surveyors  of  Taxes  with  regard  t<«, 
Aug.  13,  1165. 

Ireland. 

Death  and  Stamp  Duties — Decrease 
in  amount  of,  Canse  of,  Aug.  12, 
10?  6. 

Inland  Revenue  Office-  -Regulations  of 
Revenue  Cases  by  Supreme  Coun 
(Ireland),  1900,  Powers  of  Judget^ 
to  make  New  Rules,  Aug,  11, 842. 

Isle  of  Man  Customs  Bill,  Aug,  10,  788. 

M'lseums  and  Galleries  in  London— Cost 
of,  in  year  1902,  Aug,  6,  115. 

Pacific  Cable. 

Financial  Statement  with  regard  to, 
Aug,  14,  1293. 

Total  net  expenditure  on — Proportion 
due  from  Colonies,  Aug,  6,  136. 

Public  Buildings  Expenses  BU,  Ang. 
10,  773,  774  ;  Aug,  11,  943. 

Revenue  Bill,  Aug.  10,  786 ;    Aug.  11,  945. 

Roberts,  Mr.  Bryn  [Carnarvonshire,  Eifiou] 

Bahr-el-Ghazal— Transfer  of  part  of  to 
Congo  Free  State,  Result  of  Negotia- 
tions, Aug.  6,  135. 

Boers. 

Bibles,  Recovery  of — Numbers  re 
ceived  in  response  to  Lord  Roberts' 
Memorandum,  Aug.  10,  670. 

Religious  Intolerance  among— Dutch 
jReformed  Ministers  refusing  Re 
ligious  Rites  to  Boers,  Names  o\ 
Ministers,  etc.,  Aug,  6,  128. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  IS, 
1234. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  11,  933. 

Transvaal  Post  Office  Censorship,  Law 
with  regard  to — Laying  amending 
Ordinance  on  Table  proposed,  Aug.  6*, 
129. 

Roberts,  Mr.  Herbert  [Denbighshire,  W.] 
Afghan  Irrigation  Boundary  Commission 
— Prevuence  of  Typhus  among  Party, 
Particulars  rf  Casualties  requested, 
Aug.  6,  130. 

Berars  Surplus  Revenue — Alleged  Errors 
in  Calculation  of  Sum,  Revision  of 
Accounts  by  Independent  Arbitrator 
proposed,  Aitg,  11,  846. 
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Roberts,  Mr.  Herbert-  cotu. 

Ceylon  Estate  Schools— Representations  to 


Ceylon  Government  for  establishment 
of.  Consideration  of  question  by  the 
Incidence  of  Taxation  Commis-ion 
proposed,  Aug,  12,  1015. 

Colonial  Loans — Amount  advanced  under 
Colonial  Loans  Act,  Rate  of  Interest, 
Aug,  12,  1016. 

Cunton,  Lord— Extension  of  Period  of 
Office  as  Viceroy  of  India,  length  of, 
Aug.  12,  1014. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  IS, 
1254. 

India  and  Thibet— Commission  appoicted 
by  Indian  Government  for  purpose  of 
Pressing  British  Traders'  Wares  in 
Thibet,  DatQ  of  Appointment,  Action 
of  Chinese  Authonties  Relative  to, 
etc.,  Aug,  6,  130. 

Military  Charges  on  India  —  Proposed 
Charge  on  India  towards  nmintenanoe 
of  South  African  Garrison,  Method  of 
Calculation  employed  in  fixing  sum, 
etc.,  Aitg,  6,  133. 

Motor-Car  Speed  ReinilaUons — lasae  of 
Instructions  by  Home  Office  not  to 
enforce  speed  R^^lations  outside 
towns.  Laying  Copy  of  Instructions  on 
Table,  proposed,  Aug.  12,  1029. 

Punjab  Gaols,  Number  of  Juvenile  Prison- 
ers in.  Extension  of  Reformatory 
System  in  India,  Aug.  6,  132. 

Robertson,  Lord 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  6,27; 
Aug.  7,284,319,347. 

Robertson,  Mr.  Edmnnd  [Dundee] 

Cnnard  and  International  Mercantile 
Marine  Companies,  Aug,  12,  1080. 

Robson,  Mr.  W.  8.  [South  Shields] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  866,  867  ;  Aug.  14,  1301. 

"Romford"  S.S.— Alleged  Deserters  from 
Steamship  left  behind  at  Madagis- 
car.  Wages  due  to  men.  Expenses 
incurred  in  hiring  Substitutes,  Pay- 
ment of  Balance  to  Consolidated 
Fund,  Aug.  14, 1291. 

Rochester,  Bishop  of 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  {CommitUe\ 
Aug.  10,  639,  647,  649,  650,  652  ;  Atig. 
11,  831. 


Rochester   Corporation   Tramways 
Improvements  Bill 

/.     Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 


and 


Rolleston,  Sir  John  [Leicester] 

Dogs  for  Vivisection  purposes — Source  of 
Supply,  Aug,  12,  997. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  IS, 
12U. 
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[Bol— dam 


BoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye  [islingtoD,  S.] 

County    Courts    Jurisdiction    Extension 

Bill,  Auu.  :U  948,  949. 
Dublin— Rates  on  GoveTOment  Property 

in,  Aug.  10,  760,  751. 
Housing  of  Working  Classes,  Aug,  11,  942. 
Marine  Insurance  Law  Consolidation  Bill 

—Desirability  of  passing  Bill  during 

present  Session,  Au^.  7,  389. 
Motor-Cars  Bill  (ConimUtee),  Aug.  7,  404, 

407,  414,  4;%,  443,  459,  472,  497  ;  Aug. 

11,  915,  920,  933,  939. 
Port  of  London  Bill— Carrying  over    of 

Bill  till  next  Session,  Aug.  10,  686. 

Rate  on  Government  Property  —  Rate- 
payers' burden  of  making  up  deBciency 
resulting  from  under- valuation  of  the 
property— Under- assessment  in  Isling- 
ton, Windsor  and  Woolwich,  Aug.  6, 
194. 

Revenue  Bill,  Aug.  lU  946. 

Rouraania  and  Germany— Importance  to 
British  Trade  of  treaty  between - 
Affairs  in  Cyprus,  Aug.  10,  713,  726. 

Bomford  and  District  Tramwasrs  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

"Bomford,"  ss. 

Alleged  Deserters  from  Steamship  left 
behind  at  Madagascar— Wages  due  to 
men.  Expenses  incurred  in  hiring 
Substitutes,  Payment  of  balance  to 
Consolidated  Fund,  etc. 
q.  Mr.  Robson  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Aug.  14,  1291. 

Bosmead,  Lord 

Army  Reserve  Officers,  Committee  of 
Inquiry— Stage  of  Report  of  Com- 
mittee, Truth  of  Rumour  as  to  the 
Limitation  of  the  Committee  in  Con- 
fining itself  to  amending  Existing 
Regulations  only,  Aug.  7,  377. 

Bosse,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug*  6,  87. 
107. 

Bosyth 

see  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Bothesay  Corporation  Order  Oonfirmation 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Bomnaiiia 

Germany,  Treaty  with. 
Os.  Su:  A,  Rollit,  Aug.  10,  713  ;  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  715. 

Boyal  Oommissions 

Cost  of— Return  Presented,  Aug.  IS,  995. 

Reports  —  Communication   of,    to   Presf» 

firevious  to  Circulation  to  Members, 
nvestigation  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.    W.    Retlmoud  ;    ^.    Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  Aug.  U,  1017. 
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Bunciman,  Mr.  Walter  [Dewsbury] 

War  Office  Contracts  with  foreign  mer- 
chants for  saddlery,  etc.— Value  of, 
Aug.  6,  124. 

Bnssia 

Macedonia,  Attitude  towards  Affairs  in. 
Os.    Mr.    Bryce,    Aug.   10,    694  ;    Mr. 
Balfour,  695. 
New  Russo-German  Commercial  Treaty- 
Particulars  of  pai-agraph  relating  to 
Trusts  and  Syndicates  requested. 
Q.    Mr.    D.    Morgan ;     A.    Lord 
Cranborne,  Aug.  11,  845. 

St.  Faith's,  Norfolk 

Agricultural  Rating  Act— Effect  on  rates 
levied  on  other  than  agricultural  rate- 
payers —  Relieving     Ratepayers     of 
Additional  burden. 
Q.    Mr.  Price;    A.    Mr.  W.  Long, 
Aug.  6,  138. 

St.  James'  Park 

Nature  of  Works  proceeding  in. 
Q.    ^ir    C.    McLaren;     A.     Mr.    V. 
Cavendish,  Aug.  6,  120. 

St.  John's  Point 

Delay  in  Division  of  Land  purchased  for 
Holdings  for  Fishermen,  Cause  of— 
Expediiing  Work  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.     P.     O^Jrien;      A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  ^M^r.  ii,  860. 

St  Philip's  Chapel  (Begent  Street)  Bill 
/.    Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Sale  of  Butter  Bill 

Introduction  of  Bill  at  early  date  next 
Session. 
Q.     Mr.  Londsale  ;    A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Aug.  6,  152. 

Salford  Corporation  Bill 

c.  3r.*  Aug.  7,  386. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1283. 

Salmon  Fisheries 

Annual  Report  Presented,  Aug.  6,  3,  114. 

Samuel,  Mr.  Herbert  [Yorkshire,  Cleveland] 

Bristol  Union  Infirmary,  Inadequate 
Accommodation  in— Intentions  of 
Local  Government  Board  with  regard 
to  New  Buildings,  Aug,  IS,  1000. 

British  Imports  and  Exports— Value  of  in 
1873,  1885,  etc.,  Aug.  IS,  1001. 

Congo  Free  State  Administration— Com 
nmnication  to  other  Powers  relative 
to.  Publication  of  Terms  of  Despatch, 
Aug.  6,  135. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  IS, 
1269. 

Hanwell  Poor  Law  Schools— A  uthoiised 
Number  of  Children  in.  Number  main- 
tained during  August,  1903,  Aug.  IS, 
1020. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  (No.  2)  Bill, 
Aug.  6,  264. 
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Samuel,  Ur.  Herbert— <;(m^. 

Indian    Military    Works  —  Charges    on 
Revenue  for,  Aug.  11,  846. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {CommUtte),  Aug,  7,  186, 
600,  601,  610. 


[Tower  Hamlets,  White- 


Samuel,  Mr.  S.  M. 

chupel] 

Exchequer  Bonds,  Issue  and  Pavment  of- 
Statistics  in  Return  of  Public  lucomeH 
and     Expenditure    and    Prospectus. 
Apparent  discrepancy   between,  Ex- 
planation requested,  Aug.  13,  1165. 

Kishineff,  Riots  at — Report  of  Consul - 
General  at  Odessa,  Date  of  Distri- 
bution, Aug.  11,  844. 

Saunderson,  Colonel  [Armagh,  N.] 

Irish  Land  BiU,  Aug.  IS,  1044,  1059. 

Sayings  Bank 

Naval  Savings  Bank — Accounts  Presented, 
Aug,  It,  995. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank,  Decentralisation 
of — Manner  m  which  Deoentralisatipn 
would   increase  Administrative    Ex- 
penses. 
Q,    Mr.    Field;     A,    Mr.    Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug,  11,  843. 

School  Boards 

Grants  paid  under  Elementary  Education 
Act,  1870— Return  Presented,  Aug.  1£, 
963,994. 

Scotland 

Assessments — Return  Ordered,   Aug,  10, 

657. 
Board  of  Manufactures  Committee^Date 
of  Publication  of  Report. 
Q,    Lord     Balcarres ;    A,    Mr.  G. 
Murray,  Aug,  6, 116. 

Counties,  Cities,  and  Burshs— Assessmentf, 
Return  Presented,  Aug.  IS,  1154. 

Museums,  Art  Galleries,  etc— Expendi- 
ture on. 
Q.   Mr.J.H.  Lewis ;  ^.   Mr.  Elliot, 
Aug.  11,  866. 

National  Gallery  Grant— Ensuring  the 
payment  of  grant  proposed. 

Q.  SirJ.  Stirling-Maxwell;^.   Mr. 
Elliot,  Aug,  7,  393. 

Scottish  American  Mortgage  Oompanyt 
Limited,  Bill 
I,  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  11,  790. 

Scottish  Central  Electric  Power  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Aug,  7,  387. 

C(m,*  3r.*  Aug,  11,  836. 
I,   Royal  Assent,  Aug.  U,  1283. 

Scottish  Episcopal  Oler^y  Widows'  and 
Oiphans'  Fond,  Order  Oonfirmation 
Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Scottish  Ontario  and  Manitoba  Land 
Company  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 
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Mr.    [Hampshire,    New 


Scott  •  Montana, 

Forest] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug,  7,  405, 
411,  427,  435,  439,  445,  456,  458,  459, 
461,  463,  468,  469,  472,  473.  475,  480, 
483,  484,  486,  489,  492,  495,  496,  497, 
499,  502.  508,  509,  510,  511,  514,  515, 
516,  517,  520  ;  Aug.  11,  907.  908,  909, 
915,  920, 925,  928,  931,  935,  937,  938. 

Seaf orth  and  Sefton  Junction  Railway  Bill 

/.  3R.*  Aug.  6,  1. 

e.  Lords  Ammdts,,  con,  Aug.  10,  654. 

L  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1283. 

Secondary  and  Technical  Education 

Secondary  Schools  (Division  A)  Curricu- 
lum —  Excessive  Time  allotted  to 
Obligatory  Subjects,  Larger  Grants 
^ven  to  Division  A  Schools — Equal- 
isation of  Grants,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Emmott;  ii.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  Aug,  6,  139. 

Scotland,  Report  for  1903  Presented. 
Aug,  10,  629,  655. 

Seely,  Mr.  C  H.  [Lincoln] 

MotorCars  Bill  {ComnUUee),  Aug,  7,  406, 
408,  412,  467,  473,  474,  481,  497,  504, 
618  ;  Aug,  11,  916. 

Seely,  Major  J.  E.  B.  [Isle  of  Wight] 

Corfu,  British  Cemetery  at— Proposed 
Acquisition  of  Old  British  Burying 
Ground  from  Local  Authorities,  Fur- 
ther Information  relative  to,  ^u^.  11, 

844. 

SelbomcEarlof 

Naval  Works  Bill,  Aug.  7,  3di  ;  Afig.  10, 
636. 

Patriotic  Fund  BUI,  Aug.  10,  539. 

Subsidies  to  Shipping  Companies — Cunard 
Agreement,  Aug,  13,  1142,  1143. 

Select  Oommittees 

Cost  of.  Return  Presented,  Auff.  1^,  995. 

Sbackleton,  Mr.  D.  J.  [Lancashire,  Clitheroe] 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug,  13, 
1210. 

Ordnance  Factories— Rate  of  Pay  in,  Aug. 
10,  742. 

Shaw,  Mr.  T.  F.  C  E.  [Staflford] 

Volunteer  Officers— Granting  of  honorary 
Rank  and  right  to  wear  uniform  to 
Officers  for  &rvice  in  South  African 
War,  Meaning  of  War  Offioe  Order  in 
reference  to,  Aug,  11,  853. 

Shaw-Stewart,  Mr.  M.  H.  [Renfrewshire] 
Motor-Cars  Bill  {CommiUee),  Aug,  7,  495. 
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Sheep  Scab  Bill 

c.  am,*  Aug,  7,  528. 
3r.    Aug,  10,  783. 

DehcUe  on  3r.  [h.c.],  Aug,  10,  782. 

Agriculturists  —  Position     of,     782. 

County  Ck)uncil8  —  Bill  enforced  by, 
782,  783. 

/.  \fi,*  Axig.  14y  833. 

Debate  on  2R.  [h.l.].  Aug,  IB,  976. 

Agriculture,    Position   of   Board     of, 
976,  979,  982,  985. 

Dipping  of  Sheep,  Question  of,  977, 
978,  980,  983,  986,  987. 

Fanners,  Attitude  of,   979,  980,  982, 
986. 

Land  Agents  Society,  Attitude  of,  977. 

/.  2R.  Aug,  12,  987. 

Considered  in  Committer  [H.L.],  Aug,  IS, 
988. 

Inspectors  of  Local  Authorities,  988. 

Local  Authorities,  Power  of,  988. 

Operation  of  Bill,  Suggested  Limita- 
tion of,  988. 

/.  3r.  Aug.  IS,  989. 

c.  Lorels  Amendis,  con,*  Aug.  13,  1184. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  14,  1&2. 

Sheemess 

see  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Sheffield  Oorporation  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts,  con,*  Aug.  7,  386. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  I4,  1283. 

Shipman,  Dr.  J.  G.  [Northampton] 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  IS, 
1272. 

Shipping  Freights  to  South  Africa 

Os,  Earl  Grey,  Aug,  IS,  1148;  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  1149. 

Shipping  Subsidies 

see  Cunard  Steamship  Company  and  Inter- 
national Mercantile  Marine  Company 
(Agreements). 

Shropshire  and  Worcestershire  Electric 
Power  Bill 
c,  3r.*  Aug,  7,  386. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug,  I4,  1283. 

Sinclair,  Mr.  Louis  [Essex,  Romford] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,423, 
439,  444,  467,  468,  470,  472,  474,  478 
486,  489,  502,  605,  506,  618 ;  Aug.  11, 
920,  924,  925. 

Slaughter  Houses 

/ice  Burgh  Police  (Sc  tland)  Bill. 

Sloaa  Mr.  T.  H.  [Belfast,  S.] 

Armagh  Rural  District  Council— Inaction 
of,  with  regard  to  Report  of  Medical 
Officer,  Inquiry  proposed,  Aug,  6, 122. 
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Sloan,  Mr.  T.  E,--cont 

Belfast. 

Mail  Delays— Number  and  cause  of, 
since  1st  July,  1903,  Aug,  IS,  1160. 

Post  Office— Misconduct  of  Employee, 
Unequal  Treatment  of  Witnesses 
of    act,    Inquiry   into    adminis- 
tration of  office  proposed,  Aug,  13, 
160. 
Telegraph      Department — Reinstate- 
ment of  Clerk  guilty  of  Stabbing, 
Aug,  6,  116. 
Clifden,  Galway— Disturbance   at  Relig- 
ious Meeting,  at,  Number  of  arreste, 
Aug,  6,  122. 
Corrj^gla.s8  West  Evening  School— Teach- 
ing Feet,  Cause  of  I^lay  in  Pa3rment 
of,  Aug,  10,  666. 

Letter  Containing  Postal  Order,  Mis- 
carriage of — EtTorts  made  for  Recovery 
of,  Aug.  10,  660. 

Small  Holdings 

Number  of  County  Councils  appointing 
Committees  under  Provisions  of  Act 
of  1892. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  Ceilings;    A,    Mr.    A. 
Fellowes,  Atig,  If,  1018. 

Somaliland 

Affairs  in. 
Os.    Mr.   Bayley,  Aug,   10,  707;   Mr. 
Reginald  Lucas,  710 ;    Mr.   A.    J. 
B^four,  716. 

Military  Expedition. 

Ammunition,  Nature  of  Ammunition 
supplied  to  Troops— Sending  Sam- 
ples to  Members,  proposed. 
Q,    Mr.  Dillon ;   /.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Aug,  10,  670. 

Future  Operations— Communicating 
Decision  with  regard  to.  Previous 
to  Second  Reading  of  Appropria- 
tion Bill. 

Q,    Mr.  Dillon  ;*  A,  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Aug.  10,  668. 

Somerset  and  District  Electric  Power  Bill 
/.  Royal  As^nt,  Aug,  11,  791. 

South  African  Loan  and  War  Contribution 
Bill 

c,  3R.  Aug.  7,  521. 
I,  IR.*  Aug,  10,  631. 

2r.*  Coni,*  Aug,  11,  799. 
Considered  in  Committee  [H.L],  Aug.  IS, 
961. 
Irrigation,  Question  of,  964,  966. 
Land  Settlement,  Question  of,  963. 
Netherlands  Railway,  963,  965. 

Orange  River  Colony,  Debt  on,  962, 

965. 
Railways,  Acquisition  of,  963. 
Security  for  Repayment  of  Loans,  962. 
Transvaal,  Debt  on  the,  962,  965. 

Underwi  iters,    Amount    undertaken 
by.  962. 
/.  3r.  Aug,  if,  966. 
Royal  Aseent,  Aug.  I4,  1282, 
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South  African  War. 

Medals  and  Clasps. 

Arinv  Medical  Corps — Distribution  of 

Medals  to  Elastem  Divi^iion  not 

complete,  Numbers  distributed  in 

other  divisions. 

Q,   Colonel  Look  wood  ;  A.  Mr. 

Brodrick,  Aug.  13,  1013. 

Colonial  Contingents — Delay  in  Issue 
of  Medals,  Date  of  Issue. 

Q.     Mr.    Mansfield;   A,    Lord 
Stanley,  Aug,  6,  127. 

Yeomanry,  Imperial — Delay  in  Issue 
of  Medals,  Date  of  Issue. 
Q.    Mr.  Mansfield:   A,    Lord 
Stanley,  Aug.  6,  127. 

Rations  —  Rations   condemned    in    1900, 
Source  of  Supply. 
Q.    Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Aug.  12,  996. 
Stores  and  Supplies— Produce  of  United 
Kingdom  supplied  in  1900,  1901, 1902, 
Amount  of.  • 

Q.    Mr.   W.    Thomson;    A.     Mr. 
Brodrick,  Aug.  14,  1288. 

Volunteer  Officers — Granting  of  Honorary 

Rank  and  Ri^ht  to  Wear  Uniform, 

Meaning  of  War  Office  Order  with 

reference  to. 

Q.    Mr.  Shaw  ;  A.    Mr.   Brodrick, 

Aug.  11,  853. 

South  African  Settlement 
British  Garrison. 

Permanent   Barracks  —  Accommoda- 
tion for.  Erection  of. 

Q.    Sir   J.    Colomb;    A.    Mr 
Brodrick,  Aug.  IS,  1175. 

Proposed  Cliarge  on  India  towarr^s 
Maintenance  of — Method  of  Cal- 
culation employed  in  fixing  sura, 
Laying  Papers  previous  to  deci- 
sion of  question. 
Qs.  Mr.  H.  Roberts  ;  As.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  Aug.  6,  133. 

SouthEastem and  Chatham  Railway 

Workmen's   Trains  --  Non-compliance   of 
Companies  with  Act  of  1899  Relative 
to  Workmen's  Trains,  etc.,  alleged. 
Q.  Mr.  Crooks  ;  ^.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Aug.  10,  674. 

South-Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and 
Dover  Railways  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

South  Lancashire  Tramways  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

South  Shields  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791.  | 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  { 

c.  3r.*  Aug.  6,  113. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14,  1282. 

South- Western  and  Isle  of  Wight  Junction 

Railway  Bill 
f.  Rep.»  Aug.  7,  387. 

con.*  3R.*  Aug.  11,  835. 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1288. 
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South  Yorkshire  Joint  Railways  Bill 

I         c.  Lwds  Amendta.  eon.*  Aug,  7,  386. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1283. 

Speaker— Bt  Hon.  W.  G.  Ghilly  [Carlisle] 
Bills. 

Amendment  of  Amendments  allowable, 
I  Aug.  11,  960,  961. 

'  Irrelevant  remarks— Attention  drawn 

to,  Aug.  11,  867.  869,  870,  879. 

New  clause  can  only  be  moved  by 
Member  who  puts  it  down,  Aug. 
11,  911. 

Second  Reading,  Individual  Bill  in  the 
Schedule  must  not  be  discussed 
on,  Aug.  6,  260. 

Committees. 

Question  out  of  Order,  Aug.  10,  732. 

Spear,  Mr.  J.  W.  [l>evonshire,  Barnstaple] 

Ck>unty  Courts  Jurisdiction  Extensiou 
BUI,  Aug.  11,  949. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committ^),  Aug.  7,  406 : 
Aug.  11,  909,  914. 

Sheep  Scab  Bill,  Aug.  10,  782. 

Spencer,  Earl 

China— Imprisonment  of  Chinese  Journal- 
ists at  Shanghai,  Attitude  of  H.M. 
(lovernment    towards,    Demand     fo 
surrender   of   prisoners    to    Chio'se 
authorities,  Aug.  13,  1120. 

Employment  of  Children  Bill  {Comnutiee)^ 
Aug.  10,  646,  648,  649  ;   Aug.  11,  830. 

Irish  Land  Bill  (Committee)^  Aug.  6,  28» 
44. 

Macedonia— Position  of  Affairs  in,  Atti- 
tude of  H.M.  Government  towards, 
Aug.  IS,  1120. 

Motor-Cars    Bill    {Commitlee),    Aug.    ii, 

960. 
Naval  Works  Bill  Aug.  10,  633. 
Patriotic  Fund  Bill,  Aug.  10,  640. 
Sheep  Scab  Bill,  Aug.  12,  985. 

South  African  Loan  and  WarContribuUcm 
Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  12,  961. 

Subsides  to  Shipping  Companiei — Cunard 
Agreement,  Aug.  IS,  1137. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  10,  549. 

Venezuela — Protocol  relative  to  reference 
of  certain  matters  to  the  Hague 
Tribunal — Steps  taken  to  carry  out 
engagements   of   Protocol,  Aug.    IS, 

Stamp  Duties 

Ireland— Decrease  in  Amount  of  Stamp 
Duties,  Cause  of. 
Q.  Mr.   Lough  ;    A.  Mr.    Ritchie ; 
Aug.  12,  1016. 

Stanhope,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  6,  64. 

Stanley*   Mr.   Arthur  [Lancashire,    Orms- 
kirk] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  464, 
467. 
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Stanley*  "Lord—f^inandal  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  [Lancashire,  Westhoughton] 

Amiy  Desertion— Illegal  Arrest  for  Deser- 
tion, Case  of  Henry  Potter— Explana 
tion  of  occurrence,  Aug.  11  ^  856. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  509. 

Ordnance  Factories  -  Rate  of  Pay  in,  Aug. 
10,  738,  739,  740. 

South  African  War  Medals — Delay  in 
issue  of  Medals  to  Colonials  and 
Yeomanry  —  Complaints  investigated 
with  regard  to,  Aug.  6,  127. 

South  Airican  War— Rations  condemne) 
in  1900,  1901,  Aug.  U,  996. 

Woolwich  Arsenal— Treatment  of  Work- 
men at,  Aug.  10 f  731. 

Stanmore,  Lord 

Palace  of  Westminster— Unfinished  Con- 
dition of ,  Aug.  13  y  1128. 

Statistical  Abstract  of  the  United  EliDg- 
dom 

Abstract    from    years     1888    to 
Presented,  Aug.  10,  530,  655. 

Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  [Kirkcudbright] 

Schools  in  Rural  Districts — Introduction 
of  Bill  next  Session  dealing  with 
Facilities  for  Education  of  Children 
in  remote  districts,  proposed,  Aug.  13, 
998. 

Stirlini^-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M.  [Glasgow, 
College] 

Scottish  National  Gallery — Ensuring  pay- 
ment of  Grant,  proposed,  Aug.  7,  393. 

Strabane 

Labourers'  Cottages,  Erection    of — Cause 
of  Delay  in  Sanctioning  Loan. 
Q,      Mr.     McFadden;       A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  Aug.  IS,  1168. 

Strabane,  Baphoe,  and  Convoy  BaUway 
Bill 

/.  3R,*  Aug.  7,  265. 
Royal  Assent,  Aug.  14, 1283. 

StrafEEin 

Post  Office— Early  Cloeing  of,  involving 
Delay  in  Delivery  of  Parcels,  alleged. 
Q.    Mr.  Leam}r  ;     A.    Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  13,  1159. 

Streets  and  Street  Traffic,  London 

Royal  Commission  Report— Publication  of, 

before  Proceedings  have  to  be  taken 

for  promotion  of  Bills  for  next  Bes- 

sion. 

Q.   Earl  of  Morley ;    A.   Duke  of 

Devonshire,  Aug.  6,  HI. 

Stroud  and  District  Tramways  BiU 

c.  Lord*  Amendts.  eon.  Aug.  6,  112. 
L  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1283. 

Subsidies  to  Shipping  Oompanies 

Cunard  Agreement. 
Qs.  Earl  Spencer,  Aug.  13,  1137;  Earl 


of  Selbome,  1142,  1143. 
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Sugar 

Bounties  —  Prohibitive  Proclamations 
against  importation  of  Sugar  from 
Russia,  etc..  Arrangements  with  re- 
gard to  issue  of— Grounds  for  non- 
prohibition  of  Spanish  and  Roumanian 
sugars,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.   Lough  ;     ^.    Mr.   Elliot, 
Aug.  13,  1178. 

Convention— Effect  in  West  Indies,  Num. 
ber   of  White    Population  who  will 
benefit  by  Convention. 
Q,    Mr.    Markham;     A.     Mr.    J 
Chamberlain,  Atig.  10,  670. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill 

Debate  on  3r.  [h.c],  Aug.  6,  1237. 

Bonding,   see  subheading   Factories. 

Countervailing  Duties,  252. 

Factories,  Bonding  of,  237. 

Fiscal  Policy,  240,  245,  251,  255. 

Free    Trade,    see    subheading  Fiscal 
Policy. 

Germany,  Trade  Position  of,  245. 

Jam  Industry,  240. 

Origin,  Certificates  of,  237. 

Permanent  International  Commission, 
237. 

Price,  Effect  of  Bill  on,  242,  246,  251, 
252. 

Protection,     see    subheading    Fiscal 
Policy. 

Refiners,  Interests  of,  238,  242,  244, 
256. 

Surtax,  Imposition  of,  249. 

Unite<l  States  of  America,  Position  of, 
239. 

Working  Men,  AUitude  of,  244,  253, 
257. 
c.  3R.  Aug,  6,  259. 
/.  IK.''  Aug.  7,266. 

Debate  on  2r.  [h.l.1  Aug.  10,  541. 

Austria,  Position  of,  551,  565,  676. 

Bounties,  Abolition  of,   542,  544,  550, 
668,  670. 

Cartels  (or  trade  combinations),  opera- 
tion of,  542,  551,  566. 

Consumers,  Interests  of,  564,  569. 

Countervailing  Duties,  Imposition  of, 
545,  576. 

Fiscal  Policy  Involved,  646,  550,  656, 
662,  574,  575. 

Free    Trade,    see   subheading   Fiscal 
Policy. 

Germany,  Position  of,  664,  666,  676. 
Most  •  Favoured-Nation    Clause     in- 
volved, 660. 

Permanent  International  Commission, 
Establishment  of,  544,  563. 

Price,  Effect  on,  646,  552,  657,  665, 
569,  576. 
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Sagar  Convention  Bill— <^n^ 

Debate  on  2R. —con^. 

Refiners,  Interests  of— 543,  548,  550, 
551,  558,  565,  569. 

Russia,  Position  of,  545,  676. 
Sugar  Industries,  Effect  on,  553. 
Surtax,  Imposition  of,  544,  550,  566, 

571. 
Switzerland,  Position  of,  563. 

West  Indies,  Position  of,  552,  557, 
662,  566.  572,  575. 

/.  2r.»  Aug,  10,  577. 
3b.»  Aug.  10,  571. 

Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Supply 

Army  Estimates,  see  that  title. 

Civil  Service  Estimates. 

Agriculture  and  Techmoal  Instruction, 
Ireland,  £116,499— C5iw».  Aug.  6, 
154. 

British  Protectorates  in  Uganda, 
£445,593— Com.*  Aug.  6,  220; 
Report,  Aug.  10.  692. 

Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests, 
Ireland,  £997  — Com.*  Aug.  6, 
210;  Report,  Aug.  10,  691. 

Chief  SecretaiT  for  Ireland,  Offices, 
£10,314— CWi.  Aug.  6,  188. 

Civil  Service  Commission,  £25,393 — 
Com.  *Aug.6,20ld;  Report*,  Aug. 
10,  690. 

Colonial  Services,  £361,525  —  Com.* 
Aug.  6,  220;  Resolution  post- 
poned, Aug.  10,  692. 

County  Court  Officers,  etc.,  Ireland, 
£66,627  — Cow.*  Aug.  6,  214; 
Report,*  Aug.  10,  691. 

Crofters'  Commission,  £2,790- -Com.* 
Aug.  6,  213 ;  Report,  Aug.  10,  69. 

Cyprus  (Grant-in-Aid),  £2,000— Com.* 
Aug.  6,  220;  Resolution  post- 
poned,* Aug.  10,  692. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Services, 
£284,780  —  Com.*  Aug.    6,    219; 


Resolution  postponed,* 
692. 


Aug.  10, 


Dublin  Metropolitan  Police,  £65,468— 

Com.*  Aug.    6,   214  ;    Report,* 

Aug.  10,  692. 
Dundrum  Criminal   Lunatic  Asylum, 

£3,564— Com.*^w^.  6,214 ;  Report, 

Aug.  10,  692. 

Exchequer  and  Audit,  £38,321— Cwii.* 
Aug.  6,  209 ;  Report,*  Aug.  10, 
690. 

Fishery  Board,  £10,837— Com.*,  Aug  6, 
210 ;  Report,*  Aug.  10,  691. 

Foreign  Office.  £34,887— Com.  *-4w^.  6, 
209  ;  Report,*  A^ig.  10,  690. 

Friendly  Societies  Registry,  £4,581 — 
Com.*  Aug.  6,  209 ;  Report,*  ^u^. 
10,  690. 
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Civil  Service  Estimates— coH^ 

Hospitals,  etc.,  Ireland,  £Z4Str—CoBi.* 
Aug.  6,  222;  Report,*  Aug.  10, 

727. 

House  of  Commons  Offices,  £16,820— 
Com.  ♦.411^.6,209;  Report,*  J«f^. 
10,  690. 

House  of  Lords  Offices,  £4,507— Crai.* 
Aug.  6, 209;  Report,*  Aug.  10, 690. 

Irish  Local  Government  Board,  £37,690 
—Com.  Aug.  6, 169. 

Land  Commission,  Ireland,  £76,740— 
Com.*  Aug.  6,  214 ;  Report,*  Aug. 
10,  691. 

Law  Charges,  £38.984— Cwi.*  Aug.  6, 
213  ;  Report,*  Aug.  10,  691. 

Law  Charges,  Ireland,  £33,600— Ctnn.* 
Aug.  6, 213 ;  Report,*  Aug.  10,  691. 

Law    Charges,    ScoUand,     £^405- 
•  Com.*   Aug.    6,    213;    Report,* 

Aug.  10,  691. 

Local  Government  Board,  Scotland, 
£9,157— Com.*  Aug.  6,  210; 
Report,*  ^t<^i(?,  691. 

Lord  Lieutenant's  Household,  Ireland 
£2,817  — Com.*  Aug.  6,  210; 
Report,*  Aug.  10,  691. 

Lunacy  Commission,  dB3,162 — Com.* 
Aug.  6,  210;  Report,*  Aug.  10, 
691. 

Meioantile  Marine  Services,  £68,860 
-'Com.  Aug.  6,  209;  Report, 
Aug.  10,  690. 

Merchant   Seamen's  Fund  Pensions, 

^1,000— Com.      Aug.     6,    222; 

Report,*  Aug.  10,  727. 
Miscellaneous     Allowances,    £646  — 

Com.*    Aug.    6,    222;    Report,* 

Aug.  10,  727. 
Mi8cellaneousL^alExpen8es.£22,489* 

-^Com.*  Aug.  ^,213;   Report,* 

Aug.  10,  691. 
National  Gallery,  Scotland,  JB400  — 

Com.*   Aug.    6,   216;    Report,* 

Aug.  10,  692. 

Prisons    (Ireland),    £68,508  —  Cw«.* 

Aug.  6,  214 ;   Report,*  Aug.  10, 

692. 
Prisons,     Scotland,     £50,840— Cwai.* 

Aug.  6,  213;  Report,*  Aug.  10, 

691. 
Privy  Council  Office,  £5,130— Cm*.* 

Aug.    6,  209;    Report,  Aug.  10, 

690. 
Public  Education,  Scotland,  £808,^8 

—Com.*  Aug.  6,  216;   Report,* 

Aug.  10,  692. 
Public      Record      Office,      Ireland, 

£3,348— Com.*    Aug.      6,     210; 

Re^wrt,*  Aug.  10,  691. 

Public  Works  Loan  Commission,  £13 
—Com.*  Aug.  6,  206?  Report,* 
Aug.  10,  690. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQI^^'''*** 


Vol.  127.] 


SESSION  1903. 
Aug.  6 — Aug.  14. 


[Sup— Tel 
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Civil  Service  Estimates — coni. 

Public  Works  and  Buildings,  Ireland, 
jE106,128— Co7/i.*  Aug.  6,  206; 
Report,*  Atig.  10,  690. 

Public  Works  Office.  Ireland,  £20,063 
—Com.*  Aug.  6,  210;  Report,* 
Aug.  10s  691. 

Railways,  Ireland,  £27,214 —  Cowi.* 
Aitg.  6,  206;  Report,*  Aiig.  10, 
690. 

Rate  on  Government  Property, 
£321,697— Com.   A%ig.  6,  194. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools, 
Ireland,  £54,099— Com.  *  Aug.  6, 
214  ;  Report,*  Aug.  10,  692. 

Register  House,  Edinburgh,  £27,053— 
Com.*  Aug.  5,  213  ;  Report,* 
Aug.  10,  691. 

Registrar-Generars  Office,  £22,942— 
Cowi.*  Aug.  6,  209 ;  Report,* 
Aug.  10,  690. 

Regbtrar  -  General's  Office,  Ireland, 
£6,894  — Com.*  Aug.  6,  210; 
Report,*  Aug.  10,  691. 

Registrar-Grenerars  Office,  Scotland, 
£3,145  — Com.*  Aug.  6,  210; 
Report,*  Atig.  10,  691. 

Repayment  to  the  Civil  Contingencies 
Fund,  £11,382— Com.*  Aug.  6, 
226  ;  Report,*  Aug.  10,  727. 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  £792,002— 
Com.*  Aug,  6,  214  ;  Report,* 
Aug.  10,  692. 

St.  Louis  Exhibition,  £50,000 -Com.* 
Aug.  6,  226  ;    Report,*  Atig.  10, 

727. 

Savings  Banks*  and  Friendly  Societie'^* 
Deficiencies,  £48,619  —  Com.* 
Aug.  6,  222;  Report,*  Aug.  10, 
727. 

Scientific  Investigation,  etc.,  £45,000 — 
Com.*  Aug.  6,  215;  Report,* 
Aug.  10,  692. 

Secret  Service,  £25,000  —  Com.* 
Aug.  6,  209;  Report,*  Aug.  10, 
690. 

Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office,  £9,985 
—Com.*  Aug.  6,  210;  Report,* 
Aug.  10,  691. 

Superannuation  and  Retired  Allow- 
ances, £342,914— Com.  Aug.  6, 
221 ;  Report,  Aug,  10,  727. 

Supplementary  Estimates. 

Ireland  *  Development  Grant, 
£123,334— Report,*   Aug.    7, 

Visit  of  President  of  French 
Republic,  £8,000  —  Report,* 
Aug.  7,b2,l. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  Ireland, 
£57,805 -Cowl*  Aug.  6,  214; 
Report,*  Aug.  10,  691. 

Tele^rraph  Subsidies,  etc.,  £40,100— 
Com.*  Aug.  6*,  220;  Report,*  Aug. 
10,  692. 
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Supply— cow<. 

Civil  Service  Estimates — cont. 

Treasure  Cho-st  Fund, £103,000— Com.* 
Aug.  6,  220  ;  Report,*  Aug.  10, 
692. 

Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey,  Ire- 
land, £12,023— Com.*  .4 tii7.  (?,  210 ; 
Report,*  Aug.  10,  691. 

Works  and.  Public  Buildings  Office, 
£37,200— Co?/?.*  Aug.  6,  209; 
Report,*  i4i^.  6',  690. 

Surtax 

see  Sugar  Convention  Bill. 

Sutton  Goldfield  Corporation  Bill 
/.     Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Swilly,  Lough 

Buncrana,  Constitution  of  New  Pier,  pro- 
posed. 

Q.  Mr.  O'Doherty;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham.  Aug.  14,  1296. 

Taff  Vale  Bailway  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Talbot,  Lord  Edmund  [Sussex,  Chichester] 
Poor    Relief    Act— Amendment    of,    pro- 
posed, Aug.  11,  850. 

Taylor,  Mr.  Austin  [Liverpool,  East  Toxteth 
Housing  of  Working  Classes  Bill  {Com- 
mittee),  Aug.  10,  784. 

Taylor,  Mr.  Theodore  C.  [I/ancashire,  Ratl- 
clitfe] 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  13, 
1228. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  6,  251. 

Telegraph  Service 

Central     Office,     London— Alteration    of 

Regulations    with    regard    to    Meal 

Reliefs,  Application  of  New  Rule  to 

Central  Office. 

Q.    Mr.  C.   Hay;    A.    Mr.  Austen 

Chamberlain,  Aug.  7,  394. 

Colombo,  Delay  in  delivery  of  Telegram 
at — Compensation  and  inquiry  refused, 
grounds  lor  refu-al — Improving  pre- 
sent arrangements  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton ;  A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Atig.  14,  1291. 

Telephone  Service 

Ireland— Trunk   Tole])honic    Communica- 
tion in  South  of  Ireland,   EHect  of 
Inadequate  Communication  on  Irish 
Trade,  Improvement  pro])oscd. 
Q.  Captain  Donelan ;    A.  Mr.  Aus- 
ten Chamberlain,  Aug.  10,  iiQi. 

West    Hampstead — Delay    in    snpplying 
houses   with   telephones — Expedithig 
work  proposed. 
Q.   Dr.  Ambrose  ;    A.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug  JO,  670. 
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Templeton,  Viscount 

FertilUerB  and  Feeding  Staffs  Bill,  Aug,  7, 
362. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee)^  Aug.  6,  97 ; 
Aug.  7,  293,  297,  299,  300,  306,  309, 
315. 

Thibet 

Commission  appointed  by  Indian  Govern- 
ment for  purpose  of  pressing  Britit^h 
Traders'  Wares  in  Thilxjt— Date  of 
appointment,  Action  of  Cliinese 
authorities  relative  to,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  n.  Roberts;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Aug.  6,  130. 

Thomaff,  Mr.  D.  A-  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 

Marri£^e — Average  age  at  Marriajre  in 
quinquennial  pericSs,  Aug.  12,  1001. 

Money  Collected  for  Relief  of  Distress  in 
1844 -Investment  of  Balance  in  Con- 
sols, name  in  which  invested — Inquiry 
int  o  decrease  of  amount  proposed,  Aug. 
IS,  1158. 

Postal  Delays  between  London  and  Edin- 
burgh—Cause of,  Aujg.  IS,  1 162. 

Welsh  Coal,  Shipments  of,  to  Far  East  in 
1902-1903— Metliod  of  Entry  of  Coal 
itt  cases  in  which  Charter  Party  con- 
tains option  of  desti cation,  Aug.  14, 
1288. 

Thomas,  Mr.  F.  F.  [Hasting-*] 

Hastings  List  of  Voters— Surcharge  by 
Local  Government  Auditors  of  value 
of  List  of  Voters— Cause  of  delay  in 
dealing  with  Question  by  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board,  Aug.  13,  1158. 

Thompson,  Dr.  fi.  C  [Mouaghan,  K] 

Charitable  Loan  Fund  Act— Introduction 
of  Amending  Bill  Next  Session,  pro- 
posed, Aug.  /J?,  999. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  U,  1336. 

East   India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  IS, 

1273. 
Fusilier    Militia   Regiments— Prohibiting 

practice  of  wearing  borrowed  Busbies, 

proposed,  Aug.  IS,  1013. 

Ireland. 

Dispensary  Doctors,  Refusal  of  Local 
Government  Board  to  sanction 
increase  of  Salary,  Grounds  for 
Refusal,  Aug.  10,  667. 

Lough  Swilly  Railway— Non- observ- 
ance of  Board  of  Trade  Regula- 
tions by  Company,  alleged,  Aug. 
i(?,  686. 

Medical  Association— Intimidation  by 
Council  of  Association  of  Doctors 
outside  Association  from  seeking 
Ij  U\\  Poor  Law  Medical  Appoint- 
itents,  Laying  Reports  on  Table 
proposed,  Aug.  1^,  101 1. 

66 


INDEX.  [VoL  127. 

Aug.  6 — Aug.  H. 

Thompson,  Dr.  E.  C— «»i^. 
treland — cont. 

Poor  Law  Officers'  Grievances. 

Appointment  of  Royal  Commis- 
sion of  Inquiry  or  enlarge- 
ment of  scope  of  Viceregal 
Commission,  proposed,  Aug. 
12,  1011. 
Dissatisfaction  among  Officers- 
Appointment  of  Royal  Com- 
mission of  Inouiry  next 
Session,  proposed,  Aug.  10, 
-      Aug.  le,  1024. 


6&3 

Royal  Visit  to  Ireland— Holiday 
denied  to  Banic  Officials  in 
Country  Dbtricts,  Grounds 
for  Refusal,  Aug.  10,  667- 

TuUamore  Medical  Officer,  T>r.  M. 
McCarthy  —  Action  of  Local 
Government  Board  wiih  regard 
to.  Authority  for  Action,  Aug.  10, 
684  ;  Aug.  if,  1024. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  12,  1076. 

Militia.  ,,     ^   .  c 

Fusilier  Regiments,  Head  dress  ot— 
Reason  for  not  providkig  Regi- 
ments with  full  head  dress, 
Aug.  11,  854. 
Increase  of  Grant  towards  Band 
Expenses  proposed,  Aug.  11,  854 

Training— Extension  of  length  of, 
proposed,  A%ig.  10,  66&. 

Royal  Irish  Constabulanr  —  Issue  of 
Circular  prohibiting  Medical  Atten- 
dants from  calling  m  Advice,  With- 
drawal of  Circular,  proposed,  Au4j.  11, 
860. 

Westminster  Abbey- Covering  oTer  shrine 
of  King  Edward  the  Confessor, 
Reason  for  Non-removal  of  after  Coro- 
nation, Aug.  ii,  851. 

Thomson,  Mr.   F.    W.  [Yorkshire,   W.R., 
Skipton] 
Exports   to    Colonies— Amounts  of    In- 
creases due  to  Wars,  Aug.  10,  669. 

South  African  War  Supplies— Prodnceof 
United  Kingdom  supplied  m  1900, 
1901,  1902,  Amount  of,  Aug.  14,  1288- 

Thornton,  Mr.  P.  M.  [Clapham] 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  {Commitiee), 
Aug.  11,  943. 

Tipperary 

Armsand  Ammunition  Licences---Granting 
Wcence  to  J.  Harkness^  of  Nenagb, 

^'o^^^^lr.  P.   J.    O'Brien;     A.    Mr. 

Wyndham,  Aiuf.  6,  148. 

Bishopswood  -  ConcentraUon    of    PoKce 

Force    at,  Grounds    for    Assembly^ 

Bearer  of  cost.  ^      \r, 

Q.     Mr.     K.     O'Brien;      A.    Mr. 

Wyndham>  Aug.  6%  143. 
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Tomkinson,  Mr.  J.; [Cheshire,  Crewe] 
Sugjir  Convention  Bill,  Auy.  6,  255.* 

Tomlinson,  Sir  William  E.  M.  [Preston] 
Motor-Cars    Bill    {Committee),  Aug.   11, 
928. 

Toulmin,  Mr.  Q.  [Lancashire,  Bury] 

Canadian  Trade  Statistics— Increase  of 
Manufactured  Exports,  Ati/g.  6',  129. 

Town  Ooimcils  (Scotland)  Bill 
c.  c(wi.*3r.«^m^  7,528. 
/.  \^*  Aug.  10,  531. 
2r.*  Com.*  Aug.  11,  799. 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill 

Considered  im,  Committee  [H.L.],  Aug.  1^,  974. 
Parliamentary   Voters,    one  Register 
for,  975, 

Register,      see     sub -heading    Parlia- 
mentary. 
**  Retinal "  use  of  word,  975. 

I.  Sjr,  Aug.  12,  976. 

c.  Lords  Ametidts.  con.*  Aug.  13,  1184. 

/.  Royal  Assent,  A  ug.  14,  1282. 

Townshend,  Maraness 

Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of 
hi.*  Father,  Aug.  11,  792. 

Traction  Engines 

War  Office  Traction  Engines — Issue  of 
speed  regulations  to  drivers  of — Com- 
plaints from  Aldershot  of  driving  at 
excessive  speed.  Mot  on  for  order 
with  regard  to. 

Q.  Earl  of  North  brook  ;  A.  Earl  of 
Hardwicke»  Aug.  13,  1131. 

Trade  and  Commerce 

British  and  Foreign  Trade  and  Industry— 
Statistical  Tables,  etc..  Presented, 
Aug.  U,  1281. 

Preferential  Duties — Effect  of,  on  products 
of  minor  British  possessions. 
q.    Mr.    J.  H.  Lewis;    A.    Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  6,  129. 

Preferential  Trade  —  Return  Presented, 
Aug.  It,  837. 

Preferential  and  Retaliatory  Duties— 
lie  turn  Presented,  Aug.  14,  1281. 

Statistics  of  Industry  and  Commerce  in 
United  Kingdom — Copy  of  Memoran- 
dum Presented,  Aug.  13,  1153. 

United  King<k)m,  Canada,  and  Germany — 
Trade  between  —  Return  Presented, 
Aug.  11,  837. 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Prices  in  United 
Kingdom — Copy  of  Report  Ordered, 
Aug.  6,  114;  Return  Presented,  Aug. 
7,  387. 

Trade  Reports  Presented 

Annual  Series,  Aug,  ?,  265  ;  Aug.  10,  529, 
656;  Aug.  11,  840;  Aug.  13,  1117, 
1155. 

Miscellaneous  Series,  Aug.  10,  520,  656  ; 
Awj.  13,  1117. 
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Tramways 

R^poit  of  Proceedings  under  Act  of  1^70 
—Presented,  Aug.  11,  793,  836. 

Street  and  Road  Tramways  —  Retunf 
Presented,  Aug.  10,  656. 

Tram  Rails  in  United  Kingdom— Propor- 
tion of  British  and  Foreign  Manufac- 
ture. 
Q.     Mr.     Randies  ;    A.     Mr.     G, 
Balfour ;  Aug.  0,  137. 

Tramways  (Ireland)  Act 

Working   of— Appointment  of  Viceregal 
Commission  of  Inquiry,  proposed, 
Q.  Mr.  O'Doherty  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
hAmi- Aug.  12,  1009. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.   1) 
BiU 

/.     Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  {No.  2) 
Bin 

/.     Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Transport  Service— South  African  War 

Returns  Presented,  Aug.  13,  1155. 

Transvaal 

Boer  Bibles,  Recovery  of  —  Numbers 
received  in  response  to  Lord  Roberts' 
Memorandum. 

Q,     Mr.      B.     Roberta;    A.     Mr. 
Brodrick  ;  Aug.  10,  670. 

Boers,  Religious  Intolerance  among — 
Dutch  Reformed  Ministers  refusing 
religious  rites  to  Boers,  Names  ol 
Ministers,  etc, 

Qs.  Mr.  B.  Roberts ;    As.    Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain  ;  Aug.  G,  127. 

Dutch  Gifts  to  the  Boers — Granting  facili* 
ties  fur  Distribution  of. 
Q.    Mr.   Laboucheru;    A.    Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  6,  126. 

Labour  Question — Powers  of    Legislative 
Council  with  regard  to. 
Q.      Mr.     Dalziel  -,    A.      Mr.     J. 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  IS,  1015. 

Native  Labour  in. 
Oy.     Sir  J.  Gorst,  Aug.  10,  705  ;   Mr.  S. 
Buxton,  708;   Mr.  A.  J.    Balfour, 
717. 
Post  Office  Censorship,  Law  with  regard 
to — Laying  Amending  Ordinance  on 
Table,  proposed. 

Q.     .\ir.  B.    Roberts;   A.     Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  6,  129. 

Rand  Mine?*,  Native  Mortality  in— Ad- 
dress for  Return,  Aug.  7,  388 ;  Re- 
turn Presented,  A  ug,  12,  995. 

Treasury  Bill 

see  Public  Buildings  Expenses  BiU, 

Trinity  College 

,yce  Iiisli  L-\}\iX  Bill. 
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Tristan  d'Acunlia  I 

Deportation    of     IHtish    Subjects    from 
Island   to    South   Africa— Communi-  I 
eating   wisli    of    British   Subjects   to  ' 
Lord  Milner,  proposed. 

Q.     Mr.  Fuller;   A.  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain, Aiig.  IJj  855. 

Tullamore 

Medical  Officer,  Dr.  McCarthy— Action  of 

Local  Government  Board  with  regard 

to,  Authority  for  action. 

Q.      Dr.     Thompson  ;       ^4.      Mr. 

Atkinson,  Aug.  10,  684 ;  Aug. 

12,  1024. 

Tully,  Mr.  J.  [Leitrim,.S.] 

Black  River,  Moh ill, Drainage  of — Grounds 
for  Imposition  of  Special  Rate,  Aug. 
13,  1170. 

Boyle. 

Rate  Collector  —  Loss  involved  by 
Payment  of  UncoiUctable  Kates 
by — Introduction  of  Legislation 
to  provide  for  refunding  of  money 
to  collector  proposed,  Aug.  13, 
1169. 

Township,  Borrowing  Powers  and 
Liabililies  of — Cr rounds  of  objec- 
tion to  sanctioning  further  loan, 
Aug.  13,  1172. 

Leitrim  Mare  Shows  —  Disqualification 
from  entry  of  Mares  from  Cloone 
Division,  etc..  Prevention  of  similar 
disqnaliHcation  in  future,  proposed, 
Aug.  13,  1172. 

Longford  Rural  District,  Expenditure  on 
lioads  and  New  Works— Amount  in 
Excess  of  Limit— Inquiry,  proposed, 
Aug.  IS,  1171. 

Turkey 

Macedonia,  Connection  with  Affairs  in. 
Os.    Mr.   Bryce,   A^uf.  10,    693;      Mr. 
Balfour,  696. 

Tweedmouth,  Lord 

Beckenham  Urban  District  Council  Bill, 
Aug.  7,  267. 

Acknowledgment  of  Personal  Ex- 
planation of  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees with  regard  to  ex- 
aggerated Statement  in  discussion 
on  Bill,  Ang.  7,  267. 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  ?,  313, 
314. 

Kanakas — Deportation  of,  from  Queens- 
land to  South  Sea  Islands,  Laying 
Coi)y  of  Regulations  relative  to  on 
Table,  Aug.  10,  631. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  Aug.  7,  37L 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  10,  568. 

Tynemouth  and  District  Tramways  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11^  790. 

6a 


Uganda 

Concession  foxj  Collection  of  Rubber  in— 

Provision  for  Protection    of    Native 

Labour  in  Concession,  Publication  of 

Concession  as  Parliamentary  Paper. 

Q.     Sir  J.  Gorst ;    A.  Lord  Cran- 

bome,  Aug,  6',  115. 

Railway  Construction  in. 

08.     Sir  C.  Dilke,  Aug.  10,  702  ;  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  720. 

Ulster 

Winter  Assizes— Holding  of  Assizes  in 
Londonderry,  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.  U'Doherty ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Aug.  le,  999. 

Ulster  and  Connanght  LightBailways  Bill 
/.  3b. •  Aug.  11,  792. 
c.  Lords.  AmendU.    con.*  Aug.  13,  992. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1283. 

Underwood  and  Son 

Tenders  made    by    Firm    through  other 
Firms  subsec^uent  to    removal    from 
War  Office  List,  alleged. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Rasch  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Aug.  10,  673. 

United  States  of  America 

M*Kiidey  Tariff— -Evidence  given  before 
Committee  of  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives with  reference  to,  Laying 
Copy  on  Table,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  LewTS  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Aug.  6,  134. 

Vaccination 

Arrests  under  Vaccination  Acts — Arrests 
made  previous  to   issue   of    distress 
warrants  alleged,  report  on  oases  re- 
quested. 
Q.    Mr.    Bay  ley;     A.    Mr.    Akera 
Douglas,  Aug.  6,  137. 

Valentia  Island 

Postal  facilities  at — Decision  with  regard 
to  Second  Delivery. 
Q.    Mr.   Boland;    A.    Mr.   Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  13,  1159. 

Venezuela 

Protocol  relative  to  reference  of  certain 
matters  to  the  Hague  Tribunal- 
Steps  taken  to  carry  out  engagements 
of  Protocol, 

Q.   Earl  Spencer;  A.  Marqaeas  of 
Lansdowne,  Aug.  13,  1120. 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum 

Plans  for  exhibition  of  Art  Collections- 
Decision  with  regaid  to. 
Q.    Sir    F.    Powell;    A.    Sir   W. 
Anson,  Au^.  11,  861. 

Vincent,  Sir  Howard  [Sheffield,  Contrail 
Alien  Immigration— Commission  of  In- 
quiry, Issue  of  Report  of,  Govern- 
ment Intentions  with  regard  to  carry- 
ing out  recommendations  of  Report, 
Aug.  1£,  1017. 
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Vmcent,  Sir  Howard— <'on^. 

Cocoa  Butter— First  Imposition  and  yield 
of  Duty  on,  Aug.  W,  058. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11  y  901.  I 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Aug.  13,  I 
1262.  1 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts — Recommenda- 
tion of  Select  Coinmiitee  with  regard 
to,  Substitution  of  Specification  of 
Country  of  origin  for  words  **  Made 
Abroad,"  Reason  for  not  carrying  out 
Recommendation,  Aug.  C,  119. 

Ordnance  Factories — Management  of, 
Aug.  10,  736. 

Vivisection 

Dogs  for  Vivisection  purposes— Source  of 
Supply. 
Q,  Su- J.  Rolleston  ;    A.  Mr.  Akers 
Douglas,  Aug.  if,  997. 

Experiments  on  Living  Animals  for  pur- 
poses of  Justice,  Case  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Moss;  A.  M.  Akers  Douglas, 
Aug.  i^,  658. 

Volunteers 

Camp — Additional  Drills  for  non-attend- 
ance   at     Camp — Regulations     with 
regard  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Asher;    A.   Mr.   Brodrick, 
Aug.  6,  123. 

King's  African  Rifles— Commissioas  given 
to  Volunteers  in,  Number  of, 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Grant ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Aug.  14^  1299. 

Manoeuvres — Interference  with  Traflfic  on 
Public  Rojkds,  alleged. 

Q.    Mr.  C.  Rickett  ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Aug.  6,  124. 

Officers— Granting  of  Honorary  Rank  and 
Right  to  wear  Uniform  to  Officers  for 
service  in  South  African  War — Mean- 
ing of  War  Office  Order  in  reference 
to. 

Q.  Mr.  Shaw ;    A.    Mr.  Brodrick, 
Aug,  11^  853. 

Walker  and  Wallsend  Union  Gas  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Walmer 

Marine    Barracks      DL*»posal   of    Sewage 
from— Refusal  of    ins  Admiralty  to 
assist  in  establishing  improved  drain- 
age system — Grounds  for  Refusal. 
Q.  Mr.  Harwood;  A,  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Aug.  11,  840. 

Walton,  Mr.  Lawson  [Leeds,  S.] 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  399, 
407,  408,  423. 

Ways  and  Means 

Resolutions  Taken,  Aug.  6,  235— Resolu- 
tions Reported,  Ajig.  10,  767. 

War  Commission 

Progress  of — Date  of  Circulation  of  Report. 

Q.  Mr.  A.  Davies  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
A  tig.  12,  1034. 
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Wason,  Mr.  G-  [Orkney  and  Shetland] 

Longhope  —  Causeway  over  the  Ay  re, 
Kntimated  Cost  of.  Carrying  out  oif 
Work  in  Accordance  with  PlanSj-^wgr. 
10,  665. 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  789. 

Watford  and  Edgware  Bailway  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Weights  and  Measures 

Report  of  Proceedings  and  Bnsiness  under 
Act,  Presented,  Aug.  11,  705,  838. 

Weir,  Mr.  J.  O.  [Ross  and  Cromarty] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  11,  884. 

Highlands  of  Scotland,  Unsatisfactory 
Condition  of  —Work  of  Congested 
Districts  Board,  Aug.  10,  752,  754. 

Indian  Native  States  —  Conversion  o^ 
property  of  States  into  Cash,  Author- 
ity for  Action  of  Political  Agents, 
Aug.  13,  1167. 

Lewis,  Island  of —Report  on  Social  Con- 
dition of  —  Date  of  dealine  with 
recommendations  contained  in  Report, 
Aug.  10,  664. 

Machinery  for  Ordnance  Work — Use  of, 
Aug.  10,  737. 

Maharajah  of  Panna,  Suspension  of — 
Action  of  Governor-General  with 
regard  to,  Aug.  IS,  1167. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  11,  928. 

North  Sea  Fisheries — British  Policy  con- 
cerning E^pt  —  Chinese  dues  and 
raiiwayj,  Aug.  10,  710. 

Welby,  Lord 

Patriotic  Fund  Bill,  Aug.  10,  541. 

Preferential  and  Retaliatory  Duties,  Aug, 
12,  991.  992. 

Sugar  Convention  Bill,  Aug.  10,  555. 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  11,  802. 

Westminster  Palace 

Untinished  Condition  of. 

0$.  LordStanmore,^te^.  25,1122;  Lord 
Windsor,  1130. 

West  Bromwich  Coporation  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Western  Valleys  (Monmouthshire)  Sewer- 
age Board  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendts.  con.*  Aug.  7,  386. 
L  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  I4,  1283. 

West  Indies 

Sugar  Convention  —  Number  of  white 
Population  who  will  benefit  by  Con- 
vention. 

Q.     Mr.     Markhaiii  ;     A.     Mr.  J, 
Chamberlain,  Aug,  10,  670. 
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Westmeath,  Earl  of 

Irish  Land  Bill  {Comm'Utce\  Aug,  6,  9,  20, 
30,  79,  88  ;  Auq,  7,  273,  336,  338,  350  ; 
Aug.  7^,628,631. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  11,  813. 

Westminster  Abbey 

Covering  over  shrine  of  King  Edward  the 
Confessor— Reason  for  non -removal 
of  after  Coronation. 

Q,    Dr.    Thompson;    A.     Mr.     V. 
Cavendish,  4ng.  11,  85L 

White,  Mr.  G^eorge  [Norfolk,  N.W.} 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.l4,\7m. 

White,  Mr.  L.  [Yorkshire,  E.R.,  Buckrose] 
Customs,  Waterguard  Department— Em- 
ployment   of    Preventive  Officers  on 
Duties  of  Examining  Officers,  propcsed, 
Aug.  12,  997. 

Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  517. 

Whiteley,  Mr.  Herbert  [Ashton-under-Lyne] 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Auq.  13, 
1230.  >        y        > 

Whitley,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Halifax] 

Rate  on  Government  Property  paid  for 
foreigners— Amount  of,  Aug.  6,  203. 

Wick  and  Pulteney  Harbours  Order  Con 
firmation  Bill 

/.  3r.*  Aug.  6,2. 
Royal  Assent,  ^M^.  11,  7^. 

Wicklow 

Valuation  of— Delay  in  furnishing  Totals 
of  valuation— Steps  to  secure  Issue  of, 
by  Ist  February. 
Q.  Mr.  Cogan;  A.  Mr.  Wyndliam, 
Aug.  12,  1012. 

Wigan  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Willesden  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Williams,  Mr.  Osmond  [Merionethshire] 
Artillerj'  Horses  at  Trawsfynydd  Camp, 
Merionethshire  —  Condition  of,  after 
Exposure  to  Bad  Weather,  Improve- 
ment of  Arrangements  proposed,  -/I  m^. 

East  India  Revenue  Accounts,  Au>a.  IS, 
1273.  ^ 

Wind8or,*Iiord 

Unfinished  Condition  of  Palace  of  West- 
minster, Aug,  13,  1130. 

Wireless  Telegraphy 

Post  Office— Trial  of  Systems  of  Wireless 
Telegraphy  previous  to  Conclusion  of 
Agreement  with  Marconi  Company. 
Q.  Mr.  Harmaworth  ;  ^.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  Aug.  ll,  845. 
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Remuneration  of  Witnesses  in  Criminal 
Cases — Report  of  Departmental  Com- 
mittee, Carrying  out  Keoommendations 
at  early  date. 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence  ;    A.  Mr.   Akera 
Douglas,  Aug.  11,  849. 

Wood  Green  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  791. 

Wood  Pulp 

Value  of  Imports — Treatment  of  Imporu 
under  new  Fiscal  Policy. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Long  ;   A.    Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Aug.  6,  125. 

Woollen  Trade 

Exports— Return  Presented,  A  ug.  11,  837. 

Woolwich  Arsen^ 
Explosion  at. 

Os.    Mr.     Crooks,   Aug.   10,  728;    Mr. 
Brodriok,  735. 

Wages,  Amount  of. 

Os.  Mr.  Crooks.  Aug.  10,  729,  735  ;  Mr. 
Brodrick,  736  ;  Mr.  A  Lee,  737. 

Woolwich  Borough  Council  Bill 
/.     Royal  Asa^t,  Arig.  11,  790. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act 

Provision  as  to  thirty  feet  Limit — Amend- 
ment of  Act  proposed. 
<^.      Sir    C;.   Oayzer ;      A.   Mr.    G. 
Balfour,  Aug.  11,  848. 

Statistics  of  Proceeedings  under.  Pre- 
sented, Aug.  10,  530,  655. 

Workmen's  Trains 

Return  Ordered,  Aug.  12,  996. 

Worthing  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Aug.  11,  790. 

Wylie,  Mr.  A.  [Dumbartonshire] 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 

Aug.  11,  896. 
Motor-Cars  Bill  {Committee),  Aug.  7,  507. 

Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Q. --Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  [Dover] 

Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction 
(Ireland)  Act— Working  of  Section 
17  (a).  Appointment  of  Official  for 
Adminbtration  of  Section,  Aug,  14, 
1294. 

Agricultural  Department,  Ireland,  Pro- 
posed Assimilation  of  clerks*  salaries— 
Wo  action  to  be  taken,  Aug.  14,  1295. 

Arms  and  Ammunition  Licences— Con- 
siderations determining  the  granting 
of  licences— Licence  not  to  be  granted 
to  J.  Harkness,  of  Nenagh,  Attg.  6, 
148. 

Ballaghaline  Fishery  Pier,  Erection  of— 
Arrangements  with  Regard  to  Pay- 
ment of  Cost  of,  Aug.  6,  147. 
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Wyndham,  Rt  Hon-  Q^—co7it. 

Belfast  Water  Supply — Compulsory  Sur- 
render of  farms  to  Water  Commission 
—Publication  of  Awards  of  Arbitrator, 
Aug,  11,  863. 

Bishopswood,  Concentration  of  Police  force 
at — Cost  to  bo  borne  by  Constabulary 
Vote,  Aug.  6,  143. 

Black  River,  Mohill,  Drainage  of  — 
Grounds  for  Imposition  of  Special 
Rate,  Aug.  IS,  1170. 

Borrisoleigh  Petty  Sessions — Meagher's 
Case,  grounds  for  dismissing!;  charge 
without  Prejudice,  Non-liability  of 
Meagher  to  re- prosecution,  Aug.  12, 
1026. 

Boyle  Rate  Collector  -Loss  involved  by 
payment  of  uncollectable  rates  by. 
Attitude  of  Local  Government  Board 
towards  such  cases,  Aug.  ISy  1169. 

Boyle  Township,  Borrowiujf  Powers  and 
Liabititjr  of — Grounds  of  Objection  to 
sanctioning  further  Loan,  Aug.  IS, 
1173. 

Boyle,  Mr.  P.  J. — Alleged  Delay  in  Ap- 
pointment of,  as  Light-keeper,  Aug. 
18,  1005. 

Buncrana. 

Pier— Construction  of,  under  Con- 
sideration, Aug.  14,  1296. 

Sewj^e  Scheme— Negotiations  with 
&gard  to,  Aug.  13,  1173. 

Byrne,  Sergeant,  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary —  Suggested  Inquiry 
into  Conduct  of,  to  be  considered,, 
Aug.  12,  1022. 

Carlow — Proposed  Return  of  Evictions  in. 
Inquiry  into  Practicability  of  Granting 
Return,  Aug.  11,  851. 

Clifden,  Gal  way.  Disturbance  at  Religious 
Meeting  at — Occurrence  under  Con- 
sideration of  Government,  ^t^.  6, 122. 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, 
Aug.  14,  1335. 

Cooscroum,  County  Kerry — Proposed  Im- 
provement of  Landing  Stage  at,  Aug. 
6,  121. 

Cork  Rating  Difficulty— Question  under 
Consideration,  Aug.  12,  1021. 

Corryglass  West  Evening  School— Non- 
payment of  Teaching  Fees  owing  to 
Unsatisfactory  Character  of  Work, 
Aug.  10,  666. 

Connakelly  and  Corglass  Estates— No 
Proceedings  pending  for  Sale  of,  Aug. 
11,  861. 

Darley  Estate,  Killamey  — No  Protection 
rendered  by  Police  at  Rent  Seizures 
at  recent  Date,  Duties  of  Police,  Auq. 
6,  144. 

Dispensary  Doctors— Refusal  of  Irish 
Local  Government  Board  to  Sanction 
Increase  of  Salary,  Careful  consider- 
ation of  Case  previous  to  Decision, 
Aug.  10,  667. 
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Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Q.—cont. 

Donaghadee  Harbour— Completion  of 
Work  at  earliest  possible  Date,  Aug. 
6,  141. 

Early  Statutes  of  Ireland— Progress  of 
Printing,  Form  of  Publication,  Aug. 
18,  1006. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill  {Com- 
tnittee),  Aug.  10,  776. 

Glen,  County  Kerry,  Extension  of  Boat 
Slip  at — Work  in  Progress,  Aug.  6, 
121. 

Granard  Union,  Expulsion  of  Nuns  from 
—Burden  on  tne  ratepayers,  Aug.  6, 
172,  173. 

Greencastle  National  School — Meeting 
held  in,  by  permission  of  Manager, 
Report  on  Suoject  called  for,  Aug.  6, 
145. 

Gun  Licences  in  County  Gal  way — Recon^ 
sideration  of  Applications,  Aug.  13 1 
1182. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Appointments  under — 
Method  of  Selection  of  Candidates, 
Aug.  IS,  1180. 

Irish  Land  Bill,  Aug.  12,  1036,  1038,  1039, 
1041,  1044,  1045,  1046,  1047,  1048, 
1050,  1051,  1054,  1063,  1066,  1067. 
1073,  1075,  1076.  1077. 

Kerry  Congested  Districts— Condition  of 
Districts  of  Coom,  Glenflesk,  etc.,  to 
be  brought  under  notice  of  Board, 
Aug.  18,  1023. 

Kilballyowen  Property— Agent  for  Man- 
agement of,  Aug.  6,  144. 

Killaghtie  (Donegal)  Magistracy— Inquiry 
into  alleged  Necessity  for  additional 
Magistrates,  Aug.  11,  860. 

Kilmainhaim  Prison — Alleged  Inadequacy 
of  Accommodation  lor  Prisoners' 
Visitors,  Aug.  6,  142, 

Labourers*  Act— Object  of  Reports  called 
for  from  Local  Government  Board 
Inspectors,  Aug.  18,  1023. 

liabonrers'  Cottages. 

Aghalee — Amount  of  Loan  sanctioned 
for  erection  of.  Cause  of  Delay 
in  Payment  of  Unexpended 
Balance,  Aug.  IS,  1181. 

Cavan  Union,  Delay  in  Erection  of 
Cottages  at — Cause  of  Delay, 
Selection  of  Arbitrator,  Attg.  18, 
1009. 

Grant,  1890— Unissued  Balances  of— 
Method  of  Distribution,  Aug.  11, 
862. 

Strabane — Erection  of  Cottages  at — 
Cause  of  Delay  in  Sanctioning 
Loan,  Aiig.  IS,  1168. 

Leitrim  Mare  Shows  —  Disqualification 
from  entry  of  Mares  from  Congested 
Districts,  Aug.  13,  1172. 
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Longford  County. 

Market  Tolls— Powers  of  Landlords 
with  regard  to  levying  of  Tolls, 
Aug.  11,  862. 

Rural  District,  Expenditure  on  Roads 
and  New  Works  in— No  formal 
application  for  increase  of  Expen- 
diture received  by  Local  Grovem- 
raent  Board/^«/^.  1$,  1171. 
Lough  Swilly  Railway. 

Management  of,  on  occasion  of  Royal 
Visit,  Aug.  12,  1006. 

Refusal    to    carry  Excursion    Party 

from    Culdall'    to    Letterkenny, 

alleged -— Explanation,    Aug.  12, 

1007. 

Maghery  (Donegal)  Glebe  Lands,  Sale  of— 

Circumstances  of  Sales,  Aug.  14, 1296. 
Manual  Instructress,  Non<appointment  of 

— Sum  not  returned  to  Treasury  in 

respect  of,  Aug.  12,  1008. 

Maryborough  Prison,  Alleged  Poisonioe 
Case— Explanation,  Appointment  of 
Qualified  Chemist  not  considered 
necessary,  Aug,  13,  1174. 

Massareen  Estate,  Co.  Louth — Inquiry  as 
to  position  of  Affairs,  Employment  of 
Police  m  carrying  out  Eviction. 
Aug.  14,  1296. 

Meath  Rate  Collector,  Suspension  of,  by 
Council— Removal  of  Suspension  by 
Local  Government  Board,  Atig.  6, 121. 

Medical  Association— Regulations  of,  with 
regard  to  Appointment  of  Poor  Law 
Medical  Officers,  Reports  not  to  be 
laid  on  Table,  Aug.  12,  1011. 

National  Education  Office— Treatment  of 
Olficers  of  Abolished  Book  Depart- 
ment, Aug.  6,  142. 

National  Library  of  Ireland. 

Condition  of — Salaries  of  keepers, 
servants,  and  staff  generally- 
Suggested  increase  of  accommoda- 
tion—Answers to  questions  and 
criticisms,  Aug.  6,  158. 

Staff  and  number  of  Readers  for  year 
1902-3.     Aug.  12,  1005. 
National  Schools. 

^   Heating  of— Question  of  Improvement 
I .    ^^     of  Arrangements  to  be  considered. 
^^7  Aug.  12,  1008. 

School  Attendances  and  Grades  of 
Teachers  under  superseded  Rules. 
Aug.  18,  1169. 

National  School  Teachers. 

Pensions— Number  of  Years    Service 
required  for  Full  Pension,  Amount 
of  Pension,  etc.,  Aug.  11,  852. 
Pension  Fund— Date  of  last  and  next 
Revision,  Aug.  IS,  1168. 
Petty  Sessions  Clerks  —  Regulations  re- 
garding Retirement  and  Age  Limit  of. 
Aug.  6,  147. 
Phoenix  Park,   Dublin— Undesirable  Pro- 
ceedmgs  of  Hawkers  in,  inquiry  to  be 
made,  Aug.  6,  145. 
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Poor  Law  Medical  OflBcers. 

Grievances  of— Consideration  of  Writ 
ten  communications  relative  to, 
by  Local  Government  Board,  Avn. 
12,  1024.  -^ 

Proposed  Inclusion  within  Scope  of 
Viceregal  Comniiasioii  of  question 
of  officers'  grievances  with  regard 
to  holidays,  etc.— Propc^al  not  to 
be  canied  out,  Aug.  6,  1064. 
Portevelin  Harbour  Works— Inability  of 

Board  to  contribute  towards  proposed 

Works,  Aug.  12,  1008. 

Rashenny  Station,   Proposed  erection  q( 
Goods  Station  at; — Proposal  not  to  be 
carried  out,  Aug.  14,  1294. 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary. 

Commission  of  Inquiry  into  Grievaiiees 
of — Recommendations  of  Commis- 
sion, Aug.  10,  666. 

Rule  with  regard  to  Medical  Atten- 
dants calling  in  Advice— With- 
drawal of  Rule  not  contaminated. 
Aug.  11,  860. 

Royal  Visit  to  Ireland— Holiday  granted 
to  Bank  Officials  in  Cities  visited  by 
King,  Aug.  10,  667. 

Rynn  and  Black  River  Drainage — Area  of 
Charge,  etc.,  A^ig.  7,  394. 

St,  John's  Point— Delay  in  Division  of 
Land  Purchased  for  Holdings  for 
Fishermen,  Cause  of,  Aug.  11,  860. 

Shirley,  Mr.  S.  R,  Increase  of  Rents  on 
Estate  of  in  County  Monajzhan, 
Aug.  12,  1011. 

Tobacco  Culture  in  Ireland,  Axi^.  6,  168. 

Tramways  (Ireland)  Act— Proposed  Ap- 
pointment of  Viceregal  Commission  of 
Inquiry  into  working  of,  not  con- 
sidered necessary,  Aiig.  12,  1009. 

Upper  Mas?arene  Drainage — Amount  of 
Loan,  Method  of  Expenditure, 
Aug.  13, 1181. 

White  Port,  Lou^hroes  Point,  Donegal- 
Erection  of  Pier,  Reason  for  Suspen- 
sion of  Work,  Aug.  6, 114. 

Wicklow,  Valuation  of— Date  of  issuing 
Totals  of  Valuation  under  Considera- 
tion, Aug.  12,  1012. 

Teomaury,  Imperial 

South  African  War  Medals — Delay  in 
Issue  of,  Date  of  Is^ue. 

Q.  Mr.   Mansfield:  A.  Lord  Stan- 
ley ;  Aug.  6,  127. 

Toong,  Mr.  Samuel  [Cavan,  E.] 

Irish  National  School  Teachers'  Pensions- 
Number  of  Years  Service  required  for 
full  Peiision,  Amount  of  Pension,  etc., 
Aug.  11,  852. 

Zanzibar 

Slavery  in. 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke.  Aug,  10,  699  ;  Mr,  A. 
J.  Balfour,  719. 

Zones 

see  Irish  Lcuid  Bill, 
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